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L PURPOSE AND PROCEDURE OF STUDY 

A. Fulfillment and Applications of the General Studies Degree 
Program 

The topic that I would like to explore to fulfill the requirements for 

General Studies 4300 and my graduation from Texas Tech University is the 

effects of boom and bust on a community, specifically, the community of 

Odessa, Texas. The three areas of concentration that make up my General 

Studies program are Sociology, Communications, and Economics. 

My training in Sociology will help me in investigating the effects of 

boom and bust on family stability in terms of marriage, divorce, and separation. 

It will also be helpful in examining the impact on the community in general. 

Included here are the labor force participation, crime, and population 

composition and migration. Training in communications and economics will 

be helpful in investigating the effects of boom and bust on the economy in 

general, and the business advertising in particular. Specifically, I will look at 

the changing volumes and the types of advertisements that businesses use in 

times of boom and bust. 

B. Biographical Note 

My primary reason for wanting to do this study is having been bom and 

raised in the community of Odessa, Texas. As a result of this, I have a great 
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concern for the well-being of Odessa. My family members all currently live in 

Odessa and have for some time. In addition to this, I also plan to return to my 

home town upon finishing my Bachelor of General Studies work. The woman 

I plan to marry is also from Odessa, We plan to raise a family in our home 

town. This adds further significance to my concern for the general well-being 

of Odessa, Texas, I believe Odessa is a good place to live, work, and raise a 

family. I hope that through this research I will be able to contribute useful 

information for the future of this community. 

C. Data Sources 

The data sources for the study came from the Ector County Library, the 

University of Texas of the Permian Basin Library, the Odessa College Library, 

and the Texas Tech University Library and its Southwest Collections. Other 

information were obtained through interviews of some of my friends, from 

long-time residents of the Odessa area, the Odessa Chamber of Commerce, the 

Ector County Clerk, the Odessa Police Department, Energas, the Ector County 

Health Department, United Way, the City of Odessa, T.U. Electric and the 

office of the District Court. 

D. Organization of the Study 

The remainder of (his thesis consists of five basic parts. Part two is a 

general description of the community of Odessa, Texas, including its history, 
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geography, people, government, and the economy. Part three of the thesis 

consists of the impacts of boom and bust on the community in general, 

including labor force participation, crime, population composition and 

migration, and patterns of community support. Parts four and five are devoted 

to a more in-depth study of the effects of boom and bust on the family and 

business advertising. Part six includes some tentative conclusions from this 

research. 



n. ODESSA, TEXAS 

A. History 

Odessa, Texas is a city that has a rich and interesting history. Long 

before the area that is now known as Odessa was formed, many other things 

were taking place. Odessa is located in the heart of what is known in 

geological terms as the Permian Basin. The Permian Basin is a relatively low-

lying region that was once covered by the Permian Sea. The area was formed 

some 280 million years ago (Odessa Chamber of Commerce, 1990). In the 

geologic time scale this is the end of the Permian Period in the final portion of 

the Paleozoic Era. This is how the name Permian Basin originated. This basin 

area is a result of the eventual evaporation of the Permian Sea, The area left 

behind encompasses a land mass that is about two hundred and fifty miles wide 

and three hundred miles long. 

The Permian Sea deposited great amounts of decaying plant and animal 

life. These plant and animal deposits, through the ages, helped form the 

gigantic pools of oil and gas that are now located under the surface of the 

Permian Basin. Many years after the forming of the Permian Basin, a very 

different type of lifestyle would take place in the very same region. For many 

years the Comanche Indians roamed this area of the Great Plains in search of 

bison herds (Odessa Chamber of Commerce, 1990). The Permian Basin, and 



the Odessa area had also seen groups of Spanish explorers moving in and 

around the region by this time. These are all parts of the history of the 

formation of Odessa, Texas. 

However, Odessa was not truly a settled area until the year 1881. 

During this time the frontier was constantly pushing west and so was the 

railroad. The Texas Pacific Railway was making its way toward El Paso, 

Texas. During the time that the men were working in the area that is now 

Odessa, there was a camp set up. Many of the crewmen working on the 

building of the railroad track were immigrants from Russia. These laborers 

named the camp after their home city of Odessa, Russia. Odessa was later 

formally established as a town site in the year 1886 (Odessa Chamber of 

Commerce, 1990). 

As the country was expanding westward, many settlers were enticed to 

come to the Odessa area due to very inexpensive land prices. As the railroad 

became more diversified, Odessa became more and more vital in the cattle 

industry. Around 1885, the first ranchers arrived in Odessa and further 

enhanced the town's position as a cattle shipping center. Odessa continued to 

be a ranching-based economy for many years until 1926 when oil was 

discovered just twenty miles southwest of the town. This period of time in the 

history of Odessa would later become known as the oil boom of 1927. 
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This newly-found resource would begin to transform the small ranching 

community of Odessa, Texas into an oil-based industrial city, Odessa, Texas 

was also incorporated in the year 1927. With this new discovery of oil also 

came certain economic realizations. Business-minded individuals saw that this 

quickly booming town would need equipment and support services. 

Geographically, Odessa was the closest in location to the new fields of 

production. Fields of production are referred to as those areas from which oil 

is produced. Due to the needs that were evolving, Odessa became the service 

center for the oil industry. This was true in all the areas involved. Some of 

these areas included transportation and shipping. Other factors that became 

important for Odessa were the supplying and manufacturing of labor and goods. 

All of these historical events have been the major contributing factors that 

helped shape a tiny oil town into the town it is today, reaching a population of 

99,900 in 1988 (U.S. Bureau of Census, 1980). Oil and natural gas production 

have remained the primary source of income and revenue for the city of Odessa 

despite the torrential fluctuations in the late 1970's through the present. The 

definitions and meanings of boom and bust used in this study will be clarified 

later in Part III. 



B. Geography 

Geographically speaking, Odessa is located just about midway between 

El Paso, Texas and Ft. Worth, Texas, It is the county seat for Ector county, 

Ector county covers a land mass of roughly 907 square miles. The city is 

linked to the outside worid through the United States Interstate Highway 

Twenty, a major East-West route. Another is the United States Highway 385, 

a North-South thoroughfare. It is the largest city that is located between El 

Paso and Ft. Worth. These factors allow Odessa to be a central location for 

culture, education, retail sales, medicine, and the industries. 

The City of Odessa is located on the Southern edge of Texas' southern 

plains. Three of the state's major land formations meet in the Odessa area. 

The first of these is called the High Plains. The second is known as the Trans 

Pecos Region. The third is called the Edwards Plateau. 

The Odessa area is classified as a semi-arid climate. There are many 

factors that contribute to this. First, Odessa is in an area that receives only 

thirteen to sixteen inches of annual rainfall. As a result of this limited rainfall, 

there is little agriculture in the Odessa area except for a few ranches. The 

region has mostly short grasses and only scrubby tree growth. Second, the 

surface of the land in and around Odessa is basically an undulating or rolling 

plain that is untouched except for one major drainage system. This natural 
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drainage area is named Monahans Draw. The Odessa area has a relatively low 

altitude that slopes gradually upward from the East to the West. The elevations 

around Odessa range from 2500 feet to 3200 feet above sea level, Odessa 

proper sits at 2890 feet above sea level. 

While having a rather dry, semi-arid climate, the temperatures in Odessa 

are rather pleasant. In the winter months the average temperatures range from 

the low thirties to the mid-fifties. During the summer months the temperatures 

range from the sixties in the evening and nighttime to the upper nineties in the 

daytime. Odessa enjoys a fairly low level of humidity the whole year round. 

This low humidity level allows for what is called a cooling effect in the 

summer months. This is to say that although the temperatures may be very hot 

during the day it is almost always going to cool down in the evening and night 

hours. Another reason that Odessa is afforded such a pleasant climate is that, 

geographically, the area lies on the very eastern edge of the Chihuahuan desert. 

The desert breezes allow for a more mild type of climate throughout most of 

the year (Odessa Chamber of Commerce, 1990). 

C. People and Government 

The people of Odessa are under a charter that calls for and provides for 

a Council-Manager-type of government. This means that there is a City 

Council and a City Manager. The Odessa City Council is made up of six 

8 



members. The first of these members is the mayor. The other five members 

are elected council members. The council members are elected for two-year 

terms and the election years are staggered. Staggered terms means that a full 

turnover of city council members will never occur during the same election 

year. Of these elected officials, four are to be elected from single-member 

districts and one is to be elected from at large. These members must all have 

been residents of Odessa for at least six months with the district candidates 

residents of their particular district for this amount of time. Once elected, the 

Odessa City Council is responsible for certain appointments. 

The first of the Council's appointments deals with filling the job of city 

manager should it become vacant. Once appointed, the City Manger becomes 

the Chief Administrative Officer of the city government. The City Council also 

appoints the Odessa City Attorney and the Odessa City Secretary. 

In addition to these appointing duties, the Odessa City Council is 

responsible for legislaUve policy making. Holding up the legislative policies 

that are made is the Odessa Police Department. 

The Odessa police are primarily in charge of, and concerned for, life, 

safety, and property. The Odessa Police Department is set up in such a way 

that there are basically three different areas involved. The first area of 

breakdown used by the Police Department is of "Administration." The second 
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function of the department is described as "Uniform patrol and traffic." The 

third and final area is "Detective." The first category. Administration, 

establishes comprehensive direction for the rest of the department. It also 

handles such things as controlling the budget and authorizing purchases. Many 

support and backup units are also controlled by the administrative area of the 

department. Some of these units are communication and identification. They 

are also in charge of jailing, training and record keeping. 

Uniform patrol and traffic, area two, makes up the largest number of jobs 

and personnel in the Odessa Police Department, This area of the department 

operates twenty-four hours a day and encompasses a canine unit. The traffic 

personnel work with accident investigators, parking control, and school crossing 

guards. 

The detectives in the Odessa Police Department are involved in 

investigating crimes against persons and property. They are also responsible for 

any narcotics investigations, warrants, and juvenile investigations. In addition 

to these areas of investigation, the Odessa Police Department also has a Crime 

Stoppers program and a Neighborhood Watch Program. Crime Stoppers is a 

networking system that involves the citizens of the town. People that witness 

crimes can call a telephone number and report crimes. These citizens can also 

remain anonymous. If the information given leads to felony convictions, the 
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callers are eligible for substantial cash rewards. The Neighborhood Watch 

Program is designed on a neighborhood-to-neighborhood basis. The way this 

program works is that neighbors communicate with, and watch after one 

another. The idea behind it is that if the victim doesn't catch the thief the 

neighbors will. These programs are entered into by neighborhoods as a 

deterrent toward thieves. Neighborhood Watch areas are also posted with signs. 

Outside the city limits law enforcement is upheld by the Ector County Sheriff 

and his department. The County Sheriff is an elected official and the Sheriff's 

Department is run in a very similar fashion as the Odessa Police Department. 

In addition to the public service of the Odessa Police Department the city also 

has the Odessa Fire Department. 

The fire department, like the police department, is also responsible for 

protection of life and property. Their responsibility is in the areas of fire 

prevention and fire suppression. Within the fire department of Odessa is the 

city's emergency medical service. The fire department responds to all fire-

related incidents as well as all emergency calls. The fire department, by 

separate county contract, is also available for the areas outside the city and 

inside Ector County. The Odessa Fire Department is also equipped with their 

own training facilities. These training facilities include physical as well as 

mental education and training. 
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The people who lived in Odessa in the past were basically the same type 

of people who live in Odessa today. The composition of the population has 

remained rather stable even during the boom year of 1981. I will return to 

discuss the population composition during the boom and bust years in Part III 

of this thesis. 

D. Economy 

The economy of Odessa and Ector County is basically dependent on one 

type of industry. The industry is involved primarily with the production of oil 

and natural gas. With the expansion of the Texas and Pacific Railway in 1881 

Odessa was bom. However, the boom in Odessa did not occur until some 

forty-five years later. Oil was discovered in the Permian Basin in 1926. It was 

known as the oil boom of 1927. The economy of the Odessa area has 

depended on the oil ever since. 

Like all one-industry towns, Odessa's well-being depends a great deal on 

the price of oil in the world market. Oil in its raw form is known as crude oil. 

Cmde oil is sold in units that are called barrels. The world market for cmde 

oil determines the price that a barrel of oil will sell for through the processes 

of supply and demand. When virtually all major businesses are linked to the 

oil industry in one way or another, prosperity and despair can be shared by all 

people in the community. In an effort to curtail some of this despair, economic 
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diversification is needed. Odessa has attempted to diversify in the past through 

various avenues. 

At the post secondary education level there is a junior college, called 

Odessa College (O.C.)., and an affiliate with the University of Texas, called 

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin, or U.T.P.B. At U.T.P.B, a 

"Center for Energy and Economic Diversification" was established. The sole 

purpose of this organization is to attract research-based projects and other 

economic activities that will assist in the expansion of the areas business 

endeavors. Other efforts include a retirement center for older people interested 

in a good place to live and a special service by the Odessa Chamber of 

Commerce, called Texport. Texport is the Permian Basin Export Assistance 

Center, This center is mainly interested in assisting local business in finding 

available product and service expansion opportunities in the international 

market. These are some of the ways that Odessa as a community is trying to 

diversify or find new markets. The fact still remains, however, that Odessa has 

always been dependent upon and involved with the oil market. This fact will 

not soon change for Odessa, Texas. 
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i n . IMPACTS OF BOOM AND BUST ON THE COMMUNITY: SOME 
GENERAL INDICATORS: 

This section examines the general impacts of boom and bust on the 

Odessa community. The next section deals with more specific aspects of the 

impacts. According to the Random House Dictionary (1983), boom is defined 

as "to move with resounding rush or great impetus; to progress, grow, or 

flourish vigorously, as a business or city; to boost; campaign for vigorously, 

boom is defined as a rapid increase in price, development, numbers, etc.; a 

period of rapid economic growth, prosperity, high wages and prices, and 

relatively full employment." 

Bust is defined as "to go bankrupt; to collapse from the strain of making 

a supreme effort; to bankrupt; ruin financially; a failure; a sudden decline in the 

economic conditions of a country, marked by an extreme drop in stock market 

prices, business activity, and employment; depression; bust is defined as 

bankmpt; broke," 

The above definitions will be used as the basis of this study. Through 

interviewing residents and my own experience of living in Odessa, the fall of 

1981 was commonly recognized as the peek boom time and the Summer of 

1986 as the peek time of bust. Data available in the months of September, 
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October, and November 1981, and June, July, and August 1986 will be used to 

refer to the boom and bust periods respectively. 

A. Labor Force Participation 

The first general aspect of the impacts of boom and bust on Odessa to 

be examined is labor force participation. This will be examined in terms of age 

composition, employment, and unemployment statistics. Table 1 shows the age 

composition and employment statistics of Odessa during the boom year of 1981 

and the bust year of 1986. 
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Table 1 

Age Composition and Employment - Unemployment Statistics During the Boom 

(1981) and Bust Year (1986), Odessa, Texas 

(A) Age Composition 

Age Composition 

18-24 

25-34 

35-49 

50 or older 

Boom Year (1981) 

14.6% 

18.4% 

16.9% 

20.0% 

Bust Year (1986) 

12.9% 

18.9% 

19.1% 

20.1% 

(B) Employment and Unemployment 

Boom Year (1981) Bust Year (1986) 

Total Number of 
People Employed 68,000 50,000 

Unemployment Rate 3% 10% 

Source: Odessa Chamber of Commerce, 1990. 
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Two significant differences in age composition between the boom and 

bust years can be observed. First, the percentage of the age group, 18-24, 

declined considerably, from 14.6% to 12.9%, Second, the age group 35-49, 

increased substanUally during the bust year, from 16,9% to 19,1%, 

It appears that the hardest hit age group during the bust economy are the 

young adults, those who just began to enter the labor force. Many of those in 

this age group whom I knew either looked for work in other cities or went back 

to college. Those who went back to college hoped the hard time would be over 

when they completed their schooling. 

I one were to assume that young people occupy more entry-level 

positions, the job loss as indicated in Table 1 (B) appears to match the decline 

in the 18-24 age group shown in Table 1(a). The surprising increasing share 

of the age 35-49 during the bust year could be accounted for in two respects. 

First, it is a result of the redistributing of population. The loss in age group 18-

24 was shifted to this age group. Second, this age group, 35-49, represents the 

stage of the life cycle where children are growing up and going to elementary 

and secondary schools. This is the time of the family life when stability 

outweighs other aspects of life. Thus, in terms of age compositions and 

distributions during the boom and bust years, the data appear to follow general 

expectations. 
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Table 1 (B) shows the employment and unemployment figures during the 

boom and bust years. As can be seen in 1981, there were close to 68,000 

people employed in the work force, and the unemployment rate stood at two to 

three percent. In 1986, the times of bust, only about 50,000 people were 

employed in the work force and the unemployment rate reached ten percent 

(Odessa Chamber of Commerce, 1989). Both employment and unemployment 

are the foundation for the rest of the problems that a community faces in times 

of bust. When a city that basically relies on a single industry falls on hard 

times, bad consequences result. One of the major problems that affects the 

whole community is crime, a topic to be examined next. 

B. Crimes 

Table 2 reports various type of crimes as recorded by the Odessa Police 

Department in 1981 and 1986. There are some very interesting differences 

shown. 
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Table 2 

Patterns of Crimes During the Boom (1981) and Bust Years (1986), Odessa, 

Texas 

Types of Crimes Boom Year (1981) 

# of Murders 18 

# of Rapes 39 

# of Aggravated Assaults 230 

# of Burglaries 2,413 

Bust Year (1986) 

15 

52 

413 

2,916 

Total $ loss in Burglaries: 

a) cash 

b) jewelry 

c) furs 

d) clothing 

# of Auto Theft 

# of Total Arrests 

$410,000 

$475,000 

$3,900 

$25,748 

787 

8,419 

$590,000 

$1,112,448 

$41,175 

$103,209 

406 

6,663 

Source: McAhon, 1990. 
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Among the significant increases of crimes during the bust period reported 

are rape, aggravated assaults and burglaries. Among the crimes that showed 

decrease during the bust year were murder, auto theft and total number of 

arrests. 

The increasing number of rapes and aggravated assaults could be 

interpreted as an expression of frustration during the bust economy of 1986. 

The increase in total number of burglaries and the dollar amount involved in the 

bust year seem to reflect hard times. As ways to earn a living gradually eroded, 

crimes against property could be expected to arise. Both of these seem easily 

understood. However, the overall percent changes in murder, auto theft, and 

total number of arrests during the bust year appears to be counterintuitive. My 

own interpretation, as a recent teen, of the substantial decline in the number of 

auto theft would be that, in good times people "live it up," so to speak; there 

is a more carefree, risk-free attitude about things in general. Perhaps more cars 

were taken on "joy rides" and "road trips," if I may borrow phrases from the 

language of the time. When people are making good money there is a sense 

of power and of being invincible. People are aware that ihey or their families 

have power to protect them. Perhaps this type of thinking produces the higher 

statistics we see in some of the non-violent crimes. 
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The decline in total arrests in the bust year of 1986 could reflect the 

community sentiment. It is possible that people in the community in general 

and the police department in particular were more lax in arresting people. This, 

of course, is speculative. Thus, it appears that bust economy brings about rising 

crime rates but it is not universal. In fact, the total number of arrests and auto 

thefts actually declined substantially and significantly (McAhon, 1990). 

C. Population Composition and Migration 

The population composition and migration are other areas that are likely 

to be affected by the economy. I will use public school enrollment for the 

Ector County Independent School District, the school system that services the 

Odessa area, as one source of data. I will also use, as another source of 

information, the Odessa utility customers, since census data are available only 

every ten years. Data gathered from these sources are a good substitute. 

In terms of school enrollment it is impossible to look at school 

populations for the summer months of 1986 since there was no school in 

session. In this case, the data was gathered from the three months prior to 

summer. These months were March, April, and May. In the boom year of 

1981, the months studied were September, October, and November. The 

classroom enrollment at the elementary, junior high, and high school levels 

remained fairly stable between these two periods. There were basically no 
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significant changes in either the boom or the bust years. In both the boom and 

the bust years, the attendance stayed around 25,000. However, in light of the 

overall population increase, from 90,007 in 1980 to 99,900 in 1988 (U.S. 

Bureau of Census, 1988), one can consider that as a proportion of total 

population, school enrollment did decline during the bust year. This is, of 

course, partially affected by the population composition. To find out why 

school enrollment had not increased as the overall population, I interviewed Mr, 

Chalmus (Ed) Wynne, the Director of Special Services of the Ector County 

Independent School District, Mr, Wynne indicated to me that during a boom 

time, especially an oil-related boom, the population of people in Odessa was 

perhaps not reflected in the school enrollment to a great degree. His 

interpretation was that oil field-related jobs brought more people to Odessa that 

were young transients. These people were less likely to have school-age 

children than those who are residents of Odessa (Wynne, 1990), 

Utility customers represent household units in a community. It is one 

way to tap the population characteristics of the community. In the boom year 

of 1981, there were more active natural gas meters throughout the year than in 

1986, the bust year. September of 1981 showed 30,620 active meters in 

Odessa, In October, the figure had increased to 30,828. This was followed by 

a steady increase in November to 31,290 meters. 
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Five years later, during the three months of bust year, the number of gas 

meters in operation dropped somewhat. June, 1986 showed the number falling 

to a level of 29,511, July followed the bust pattern and the number of active 

gas meters fell further downward to 29,307. Finally, in August of 1986 the gas 

meter count fell to an even lower number of 29,111 (Alderson, 1990). 

These patterns continue to support the general expectation of boom and 

bust times. They support the fact that there is less activity in terms of gas 

meters, by the citizens of Odessa in bust times. These numbers also help to 

support the basic definitions of boom and bust given eariier in the paper and the 

possible interpretations given in the final paragraph of this section. 

In examining the number of water meters that were active in the city of 

Odessa in 1981 and 1986, the same pattern was found. In September of 1981, 

there were 28,797 active water meters in Odessa, The October count was 

28,762, down just slightly, November kept the count in the same range as the 

latter half of the year with a figure of 28,781, The 1986 figures were down 

from those in 1981, June of 1986 yielded a total count for active water meters 

at 26,586. July meter counts were in this same range with a total number of 

26,604. August also followed suit with a total count of 26,577 active water 

meters (Coats, 1990). 
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An examination of the utilization of electric meters shows the same 

general pattern. In the boom year of 1981, there were more active electric 

meters in Odessa than in the bust year of 1986. More specifically, September 

of 1981 had 55,262 active meters. October showed 54,891 meters in activity 

and November had a meter count of 54,563. In June of 1986 the electric 

company had 51,825 active meters. July and August had 52,390 meters and 

52,968 respectively. In other words, during the bust year of 1986, the total 

number of electric meters went down substantially. In light of the increase of 

the population in Odessa in 1986 relative to 1980 as described earlier, the actual 

decrease is even more substantial (Prcin, 1990). 

One possible interpretation of the reduction of the number of utility 

customers despite the increase of the total population is that during the hard 

times some related families and individuals may be forced to double up to share 

costs. Others may be forced to do without. These are signs of human 

adaptation. 
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IV. EFFECTS OF BOOM AND BUST ON FAMILY STABILITY 

A. Patterns of Marriage and Divorce 

Although there are many community indicators of boom and bust, there 

are also many indicators of boom and bust that affect the family in a more 

direct manner. This section will deal with the various aspects of family 

stability in times of boom and bust. All of the categories considered are those 

that influence family stability directly. The first item in this group that I will 

look at will be patterns of marriage. 

As has been shown in the previous research, there seems to be a trend 

that shows more activity within the community in boom times. This also holds 

true for the numbers of marriages in 1981 and 1986. The data for marriage is 

recorded by the County Clerk's office on a yearly basis. In 1981 the total 

number of marriages in Ector County was 2,258. The total number of persons 

married in Ector County in the bust year of 1986 was 1,517. 

In addition to these marriage statistics are the monthly figures for 

marriage licenses granted to couples. In 1981, the year of boom, there were 

more marriage licenses granted than in the bust year of 1986. In September of 

1981 there were 187 marriage licenses released, October had a total count of 

163 that was slightly lower. November returned to the higher level seen in 

September with 182 marriage licenses being granted. 1986 saw lower levels 
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across the board. In June of that year there were 173 marriage licenses granted, 

July of 1986 dropped off by thirty licenses to a level of 143, August showed 

some recovery but not enough to return to the 1981 levels. The August total 

for marriage licenses granted was 154 (Bedford, 1990), This further indicates 

that these activities are directly related to a boom-type economy. This area not 

only directly affects the people that are getting married and creating new 

families, but also affects those family members on both sides of the newly 

married couple. In a boom economy the city is more well-suited to 

accommodate large numbers of new families and new members of the work 

force. There are many employment opportunities and many opportunities for 

persons to achieve happiness. 

An area that contrasts with marriage is divorce. The divorce records are 

kept in the County Court Administrative Office. These statistics are based on 

the numbers of cases that are filed in that office on a monthly basis. The 

figures are somewhat different from those dealing with marriage. In keeping 

with the past trends, one might think that there would be fewer divorces in 

good, or boom, years. This is not the case for Odessa, however. There are 

certain pressures and problems that families face due to boom situations. Good 

jobs and good money are not always good for the family. The number of 

divorces filed in Ector County for September 1981 was 161. October decreased 

26 



slightly to a total number of 148. The month of November 1981 remained 

consistent with 146 divorces filed. The bust year figures were much lower in 

the category of divorce than those of the boom year of 1981. In June of 1986 

there were only 108 divorces filed, July figures continued to be steady with 

110 divorce cases being filed in the office. Although these two months were 

close in numbers, August did not follow suit. The total number of divorces 

filed in the month of August was 87 (Dunn, 1990). These statistics seem to 

show that family bonds, in general, are stronger in hard times than in 

prosperous times. Perhaps this also shows that the willingness to support one 

another is more prevalent during hard times; people are not as quick to divorce 

if family is all they have to fall back on. Economic hardship could also be one 

reason that people don't divorce as much in bust times. 

One man I interviewed told me about his situation in regards to boom 

and bust. During the early years of the boom he was young and trying to make 

a career for himself in oil field equipment sales. At this time he married a 

woman who was in the same situation. She was young and she was also trying 

to establish a career in (he oil business. Both worked for separate companies 

in areas related to the production of oil and natural gas. The couple married 

while the boom was in full progress and proceeded to have a son shortly after 

their wedding. As their lives progressed, they both found themselves consumed 
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with the oil field equipment business and the booming oil industry. The events 

that followed eventually led to hard times for the family even though the boom 

was srill in progress. The family split up and the couple eventually divorced. 

This divorce was accompanied by expensive custody fights and emotionally-

expensive damage to the feelings of both. The amount of mental anguish 

caused to the young boy is unmeasurable. Both parties now put the largest part 

of the blame on the fact that a booming industry tends to cause people to lose 

sight of what they need and want in terms of the family (Dennis, 1990), 

Another person that I interviewed moved to Odessa during the upswing 

of the boom period; he conveyed the same types of ideas about the emotional 

impacts of boom and bust on the family. This man works in a county job 

which was not affected in terms of financial loss or booming financial gain. 

The pay scale continued and still continues to increase based on merit alone and 

is not greatly affected by economic fluctuations. However, in his case his 

family ties were greatly affected. His idea of the impact on the family was that 

he was never able to enter the market for a family during the boom time. 

During the boom, many male bachelors had money and time to spend which led 

to nightly socializing and partying. It wasn't until the bust began to set in that 

this man began to consider marriage. After the bust he quickly found an 

emouonal need for more than what he previously had. His partying friends 
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could no longer afford to do so and he found himself no longer wanting to do 

so either. He certainly wasn't interested in continuing alone. Within the next 

three years of the bust this man was married, was a homeowner, and was the 

father of a boy and a giri. He attributes the largest portion of why he never 

settled down before to the fact that the boom, and its lifestyle, was going on all 

around him (Alvarado, 1990). 

Researching further into the impacts of boom and bust on families, I 

conducted a third interview. This interview was with a man who, during the 

boom, owned a multi-million dollar oil field equipment company in Odessa. 

His thoughts on the impacts of boom and bust are basically twofold. On one 

hand he sees the boom as a time where many opportunities are afforded to 

people. On the other hand, he views the bust time as a very devastating period 

in terms of family life. This man worked for several years in the oil field in 

various oil-related jobs and gradually began to learn the different aspects of the 

business. After this time he was able to save money and buy the corporation 

from of an older man who was retiring. He went to work building this 

company into a very large oil field equipment-related business. 

This corporation continued to grow and prosper, as did Odessa. This 

was the time he recalls the many good things having been afforded to him and 

his family. After a few years of boom life, the bust came. When it came to 
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Odessa it came hard and fast. Virtually no one saw it coming and very few had 

consciously planned for it. Those who had some type of savings were more 

successful in being able to ride out the period of "rock bottom" that 

accompanies the bust. After several years of putting large sums of money into 

what seemed to be a lost cause, this man finally closed his business. This 

closing did not come until after he was down to having his wife as his only 

employee. He then took about a year off and stayed home. These are the times 

he recalls that were the most difficult for the family unit. They were strong 

enough to end up making it in the long run, but there were many times when 

they had to rely very heavily on one another for support. He recalls that these 

types of needs seemed stronger during the bust times than they did during the 

boom times (McKinzey, 1990). 

B. Patterns of Birth and Death 

On the opposite end of the spectrum from marriage and divorce lies that 

of birth and death. Both of these categories are kept track of on a yearly basis 

by the county clerk. In the boom year of 1981, Ector County had a total 

number of births that totaled 3,267, Five years later, during the bust period, 

Ector County only had 2,906 births recorded (Bedford, 1990). This information 

demonstrates the higher activity throughout the community in terms of 

childbearing and also demonstrates the willingness of people to have babies 
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when things are going well. These statistics also effect changes in age 

composition. 

Although death might be a somewhat lesser indication of boom and bust, 

the statistics in Ector County hold a steady boom/bust pattern. Whether or not 

those people who are dying are young or old, it cannot be argued that they are 

not affected by boom and bust. If a person is living in a boom/bust economy, 

it is inevitable that they will be affected in some way by that type of economy. 

The numbers calculated for total deaths in Ector County in 1981 are 808. This 

number increased by 130 in the bust year of 1986, the final count for that year 

was 938 (Bedford, 1990). It could be argued that these higher numbers in the 

time of bust are coincidental, however, the pattern seen so far in boom- and 

bust-related activity is followed in this category as well. 

C. Chattel Numbers 

Another interesting method for looking at the impacts of boom and bust 

is by what are referred to as chattel numbers. Chattels, as referred to in the 

dictionary, are those things that are moveable types of possessions. Examples 

of chattels are horses, furniture, and automobiles (Thordike, Barnhart, 1952). 

Chattel numbers, as used by the Ector County Clerk's office, refer to the second 

liens people take out on certain chattel items. Each time one of these liens is 

taken out in Ector County, a chattel deed is filed in the county clerk's office. 
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In 1981, there were much larger chattel numbers than in 1986; the 1981 figures 

were 5,423. In the five years leading to the very bottom of the bust, the chattel 

activity is much lower. The 1986 figures drop almost four thousand to rest at 

1,588 (Bedford, 1990). There is much less activity stimulating families when 

times get tough. The personal property mortgages, or chattel mortgages, show 

the greatly-reduced financing of such items as horses, fumiture, and 

automobiles. 

In an interview with a successful self-employed businessman from 

Odessa, I discussed this chattel number methodology. He tended to agree with 

the findings from the Ector County Clerk. He felt that people were more 

inclined to buy more chattel types of goods when times were booming. There 

is also a higher tendency to finance such items without a great deal of worry 

in boom times. In his case, when things were very good he and some of his 

partners financed chattel items such as airplanes, fumiture, automobiles, etc. 

They did so for business as well as personal interests. They found themselves 

resorting to different arrangements, however, as the bust period rolled around. 

Airplanes were sold, automobiles were driven for more miles, and furniture was 

kept for more years (Rea, 1990). 
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V. EFFECTS OF BOOM AND BUST ON BUSINESS ADVERTISING 

In attempting to examine the patterns of business advertising in Odessa 

during boom and bust, I gathered data from the Southwestern Bell Yellow 

Pages. Certain other types of advertising such as television, radio, and 

newspaper might have been more representative, however, they were not readily 

available in Odessa or Lubbock. Due to the fact that this type of advertising 

is budgeted for and planned on much in advance, the years of focus differ 

slightly from those previously used. The chosen times for this area of study 

were 1982 and 1987. It seems that these years allow for better knowledge of 

the advertising that would have been undertaken in 1981 and 1986. The size 

and bulk of the advertising seems to follow the other typical patterns of boom 

and bust found so far. The area of business activity was broken down into four 

categories for the purposes of this study. These four categories are physicians, 

attorneys, restaurants, and automobiles and were chosen because they seem 

relevant to the functioning of a town in boom and bust times. 

There is some background information having to do with the phone 

directories from both years that shows the similar traits of other boom and bust 

activity. The first of these is the actual size of the yellow page sections 

themselves. During the boom the total number of pages for the Odessa phone 

book yellow pages section was 655 pages (Southwestem Bell, 1982). The total 
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number of yellow pages in the bust year was neariy half that amount. There 

were 326 yellow pages (Southwestern Bell, 1987), Although it is not business-

related directly, the overall sizes of the phone books were very different also. 

During the boom, the overall white page count was much greater than during 

the bust. 

Another general factor about the phone directories has to do with the 

total numbers of categories in each year's section of the yellow pages. 

Interestingly, both years have virtually the same volume of patrons in both 1982 

and 1987. Both years had close to 2000 different breakdowns of categories 

(Southwestern Bell 1982 and 1987). There are virtually the same numbers of 

businesses located in the yellow pages from both years, yet the total number of 

pages varies greatly. This variance makes up an almost 50% decrease in total 

advertisement pages from 1982 to 1987. 

To turn to more specific areas of advertising, the next one looked at will 

be the first category mentioned, physicians. In 1982 there were 90 physicians 

listed in the Odessa Yellow Pages (Southwestern Bell, 1982). In the bust year 

of 1987 there were a total of 160 physicians listed in the yellow pages 

(Southwestern Bell, 1987). Physicians did not tend to take more than the basic 

name type yellow page advertisements in either year. This made the number 

of pages represented insignificant in either case. The increase 
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seen in the attorney and physician categories can also be attributed to the census 

figures shown earlier in the paper. 

Another area looked into for this portion of the study was attorneys. 

Their advertisements for the boom phone directory totaled 158 (Southwestern 

Bell 1982), As was the case with physicians, there were more attorneys listed 

in the yellow pages during bust times. The total number was 179 

(Southwestern Bell, 1987), Perhaps this increased number of attomeys is 

necessary in a town that has fallen on hard times. Due to the bust times, more 

attorneys might be needed to handle legal matters such as failing businesses. 

The third point of focus is this area is restaurant advertising. Restaurant 

advertising falls back into the pattern that has been consistent with most of the 

boom and bust activity viewed so far. There was more restaurant advertising 

during boom than bust, the boom statistics for the yellow pages showed 201 

listings (Southwestern Bell, 1982). The number of the restaurant listings for 

1987 was 183 (Southwestern Bell, 1987). 

The final category in this investigation is that of automobile advertising. 

This was the most significant area in both years in terms of page space. During 

the boom, the general trend of automobile dealers, was to take out half- and 

full-page advertisements in addition to their name-type listings. During the bust 

year the companies, many of which were the same, cut back to half-, quarter-, 
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even one-eighth page advertisements. The total number of advertisers in both 

years were very large. To give the page data seems to give a better picture of 

the advertising activity. In the boom phone book the automobile section 

represented a thirty-two page block (Southwestern Bell, 1982). The total 

number of pages represented by the automobile advertisers for 1987 was 14 

(Southwestern Bell, 1987), Having less than one-half of the total advertising 

volume from the period of boom to the period of bust, seems to illustrate the 

general community pattems in terms of business advertising 
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VI. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 

In drawing conclusions about the impacts of boom and bust on a 

community, there are several areas to consider. First of all there is the general 

hypothesis that 1 initially had in mind at the outset. My basic idea was that 

research would show various trends supporting total prosperity in times of boom 

and total devastation in times of bust. However, I soon found that although 

boom times are prosperous they can also be very devastating. One way they 

can be devastating is in terms of family stability. Boom economies are not 

always good for family life, especially when a depression or bust period 

follows. Another way that the ill effects of boom can be seen is through 

business activity. Businesses that are engaging in highly prosperous economic 

activity are suddenly and greatly effected when a bust takes over a community. 

The basic pattern of work force participation falls in line with the 

previous assumptions of boom and bust. During boom, there were more people 

in the workforce and less unemployment. As a whole, the community could not 

predict that although there were a great number of people employed and a great 

number of successful companies, things were going to get worse very quickly. 

One way that things got worse in the case of Odessa is shown through 

the crime statistics of the city. The crime results shown in this study had many 

different boom/bust results. These results vary depending on the year and 
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category involved. Further research could attempt to show the reasons that 

specific crimes vary in boom and bust times. 

Counterintuitive findings were seen in the data on migration. Although 

bust times were in effect, the population from the census bureau showed 

increases. The data gathered from the Ector County Independent School 

District showed basically stable enrollment rates and class attendance during 

both boom and bust years. Further research on the census figures, however, 

showed decreased student enrollments while total population increased 

substantially. 

The effects of boom and bust on family stability in this study were great. 

However, there are certain things that seem to be virtually unmeasurable when 

it comes to the overall stability of various family members. Effects on different 

children, for instance, would be impossible to measure from one household to 

another. The patterns of marriage, divorce, birth, death, and chattel numbers 

are statistically measurable, but no one actually knows what the underlying 

causes of any of the above are. Perhaps further research into these areas of 

family stability would be interesting. 

Another interesting area that could allow for substantially more future 

research is business advertising. There are many different strategies that 

businesses use when planning and marketing advertising. It would be 
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interesting to find out if other types of advertising in other areas such as 

television, radio, and newspapers would produce the same results found here. 

There arc many effects of boom and bust that lie beneath the surface of 

initial investigation. The word "boom," as used in this study, conveys thoughts 

of prosperity and happiness. Deeper investigation reveals that all aspects of 

boom are not good for those people involved. The word "bust," as used in this 

study, also delivers definitions that are negative and derogatory; however, closer 

inspection reveals that the bust economy can often times make positive 

impressions on people, businesses, and the community as a whole. These are 

some of the reasons that I feel a study of this nature could give some insight 

to the people of the boom/bust city of Odessa in the future. 
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