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ABSTRACT 

The City of Lubbock has a long history of growth toward the southwest. In 

contrast to this steady pattern of growth, the northeast part of the city has experienced 

relative economic decline. Today, the northeast part of Lubbock is characterized by a 

mixture of light industry, undeveloped land, and a relatively large, economically 

disadvantaged minority population. Undoubtedly, there is a need for the city to develop 

plans that will promote growth and encourage development in the northeast part of the 

city. 

To address this challenge, there are four objectives in this study: 

1) The first objective is to examine the history of the city's growth to better 

understand the past and present patterns and the various forces that influence the 

economic decline in the northeast part of the city. 

2) The second objective is to assess the City of Lubbock in terms of zoning laws, 

land use, and socioeconomic profiles. The purpose of this assessment is to evaluate the 

potential for growth or decline in different districts of the city. 

3) The third objective is to conduct a suitability analysis to determine the best 

location for new development within the northeast part of the city. The purpose of this 

assessment is to select a site that can be feasibly developed and has the potential to serve 

as a nucleus for further development. 

4) Lastly, the fourth objective is to create a development master plan for this site 

that has the potential to be integrated within the city's current comprehensive plan. 

The results from this study show that growth has been stable throughout the 

history of the city of Lubbock. Factors such as Yellowhouse Canyon, and the Acheson, 

Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad had an effect on the initial southwesterly direction of 

growth in Lubbock. Other developments like the introduction of Texas Technical College 

in 1923 continued this push. The current state of the city addressed current projects, land 

use, demographical analysis of the city, which showed a serious potential for decline in 

the northeast. The result of the GIS analysis shows several possible areas that may be 

chosen for new residential and commercial development. A suitable location close to 

Posey Elementary and Martin Luther King Jr. Park was then chosen. This site was 



selected primarily for the availability of vacant land within the neighborhood. The 

proposed site includes new residential and commercial development, including a medical 

clinic and a baseball field to enhance the attractiveness of the area. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

The City of Lubbock has a long history of growth toward the southwest. This 

southwesterly direction of urban expansion consists mainly of residential development 

with a uniform pattern of commercial districts. The majority of these neighborhoods are 

middle to upper income. There are many services available in this recently developed part 

of town such as retailers, medical centers, and restaurants that increase the desirability of 

this area. In contrast, the northeast part of the city has experienced relative economic 

decline. Although Lubbock originated in this region, today a mixture of light industry, 

undeveloped land, and a relatively large, economically disadvantaged minority 

population characterizes the northeast part of the city. These areas lack the accessibility 

to shopping and restaurants one finds in the southwest part of the city that could draw 

new residents to this vicinity. There is a need for development and re-vitalization in this 

part of the city in order to preserve the history and heritage of Lubbock and enhance 

social equity. 

Purpose and Scope 

Certain areas of the city, specifically the downtown area to the far-eastern and 

northern areas of Lubbock, are declining both economically and structurally. The section 

that seems to be the most affected by this decline is the land surrounding the 

Yellowhouse Canyon. The resources of this area are not being utilized and have been in 

need of revitalization for decades. The full potential cultural and recreational use of the 

Yellowhouse Canyon area is not currently being met. At the current rate of decline, these 

areas will soon become abandoned. 

The purpose of this paper is to address the phenomenon of southwesterly growth 

and decline in the northeast. The first objective is to investigate the history of Lubbock's 

annexation and development patterns, in order to set the background for this study. This 

study will also investigate the various forces that have possibly influenced the 

southwestern direction in growth. Second, to clearly understand the present urban 



conditions, this study examines current projects that are being carried out throughout the 

city, existing land-use zones, the socioeconomic profile of the town, and the possible 

growth and decline of areas within it. The third objective of this study is to perform a 

suitability analysis in order to determine the best possible location for the kind of 

development that could promote growth in northeast Lubbock. Finally, the study will 

present a proposed development master plan to guide the potential revitalization process. 

Approach 

To explore the history of Lubbock, secondary data were collected from various 

existing sources including the City of Lubbock Planning Department. Data gathered from 

that department includes an annexation map, historical documents, and census data 

complied for past decades. Other information was obtained from various books and 

publications from the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce and the Lubbock Visitors Bureau. 

Second, to analyze the current conditions in Lubbock census data compiled from 

2000 became the most useful available information. This information showed the current 

demographics for Lubbock. Maps, such as a comprehensive land-use map from 1986 and 

aerial photography provided by the city of Lubbock, were collected and analyzed. These 

resources showed the current development projects and land use for the city. 

Third, using a geographic information system analysis, an overlay or "suitability" 

analysis was conducted to determine the best possible location for new housing and 

commercial development The most important variable in this analysis is the 

Yellowhouse Canyon. A one-mile buffer was placed around the canyon. This buffer is 

the focus area of the analysis. Three other variables were used to analyze this area 

immediately surrounding the canyon. These variables are land-use, land value, and 

distance from schools in this area. In order to conduct a precise analysis to locate the 

ideal location for development on the site, these attributes of the land must be evaluated. 

Lastly, a master plan was prepared to illustrate the development proposal. The 

plan includes a land-use map, residential housing, commercial structures and parks and 

recreational areas. This plan is designed in accordance with the current ordinances of the 

city. This proposed plan will hopefully stimulate interest in development in the northeast 

portions of the city. 



CHAPTER 2 

THE HISTORY OF LUBBOCK 

Introduction 

This chapter examines the developmental history of Lubbock and discusses 

significant developments over the past century that might have contributed to the city's 

growth toward the southwest. These developments include the railroad, the location of 

the Central Business District (CBD), Texas Tech College, the local hospitals, the South 

Plains Mall, and the Interstate-27 extension through the city. In addition, a discussion of 

Yellow House Canyon as a geographic barrier for development is included. Major 

resources for this research have been gathered from the City of Lubbock annexation map, 

Sanborn Insurance maps, railroad maps, and census data. Research about this topic 

revealed that there have been very few written histories of the city. 

The first source of information was the City of Lubbock Planning Department. 

Interviews were conducted with the city planners to gather facts about possible causes of 

the direction the city's growth has taken. The planners explained the conditions and 

events that led to the southwesterly growth. To begin, they stated that the canyon 

hindered growth to the east. Second, the arrival of the railroad had a direct impact on the 

direction of growth, being laid in close proximity to the canyon. Third, the establishment 

of Texas Technical College and its location focused growth in its vicinity. Last, as the 

economy became stronger, residents began to build homes away from the downtown area 

and the older, lower quality neighborhoods. 

Research about this topic found that the history of Lubbock development is best 

organized in the form of time periods. The following sections describe the events that 

defined each period of Lubbock's history in terms of its growth and development. This 

part of the paper will look at the population, annexation, and the previously mentioned 

developments that contributed to the southwestern growth. 



1890-1909 

Although evidence suggests that the Lubbock has been occupied by humans since 

pre-historic times, this paper begins its historic discussion with the late nineteenth 

century. In the 1890's the state of Texas had been divided into several counties that were 

waiting to be developed into functioning districts of government. These counties were 

slowly coming to life as towns or cities were formed and appointed as county seat. The 

same process was true for West Texas. The land was being sold at low cost, and in some 

cases given away. The population of Lubbock County in 1891 was only 33 total, 25 men 

and 8 women (Graves, 1959). 

The race for the Lubbock county seat is an interesting story. It began as two 

towns, one on the north side of the caprock, Lubbock, owned by FE. Weelock and the 

other south of the caprock, Monterey, owned by WE. Rayner. These two towns battled 

with each other to increase population and therefore influence the vote for the county 

seat. Months passed and both towns were equally successful to the point that either town 

could win. Leaders from both Lubbock and Monterey agreed to meet to decide the fate of 

their towns. They decided that it would be in their best interest that the communities 

conglomerate. These leaders proceeded to purchase land in the center of the county 

(present day Lubbock) and then physically moved both towns, (houses and even a hotel 

intact) to this new location. Lubbock became officially organized as the county seat in 

1891 (Graves, 1959). 

Throughout the 1890s, Lubbock maintained a stable population. People were 

leaving the area because circumstances became difficult. The conditions in the area made 

growing crops very hard. This decline was offset by the people from the Eastern U.S. that 

were seeking to claim cheap land. 

The original section of town, now northeast Lubbock, though still very small at 

this time, was located to the north and the east, close to Yellowhouse Canyon. The rough 

terrain of the canyon acted as a barrier for new development to the east. Lubbock's first 

new neighborhood was constructed in the west in 1909 and was called Overton District. 



1909-1930 

Lubbock was incorporated in April of 1909 and the new city annexed its first 

square mile of land (Figure 2.1). Another significant factor for the growth of Lubbock 

occurred in 1909 as well. Lubbock devoted itself to the pursuit of bringing the railroad 

through the city. On occasions Lubbock sent representatives to general meetings in 

Dallas/Ft. Worth and other major cities to discuss railway routes. They failed at several 

efforts to convince the railroad companies to run track to Lubbock. Finally the Atchison, 

Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company (ATSF) was looking for the shortest route to 

connect two main lines: one running through Albuquerque and the other through Abilene. 

Lubbock was one of the towns proposed along this route. The significance of this 

proposal was that this particular rail line reached both the eastern and western edges of 

the country. Having this corridor through the city made Lubbock a great location for 

growth, as well as bringing in building materials and other goods. 

Figure 2.1 Annexed Land by City of Lubbock from 1909 to 2000. 



Before the railroad, Lubbock had just been a small town, but in a year's time the 

population grew to approximately 1900 (Figure 2.2). The railroad became another so-

called "barrier" to development, because not so far to the east lay the canyon, but to the 

west was wide open space. Over the next ten years Lubbock's population doubled and 

development was rapidly increased. In 1917 Lubbock built a 25-bed sanitarium to keep 

up with the growing populafion (Abbe, 1989). 
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Figure 2.2 Population for Lubbock by decade, 1910 to 2000 

In 1923 Lubbock was designated as the site for a new college, Texas Technical 

College. The college brought in numerous people, jobs, and development. The city had 

added 50 subdivisions by 1927 and had annexed approximately five square miles of land 

(Figure 2.1). The plats for two subdivisions, one south of what is now 19 street and 

another just west of present-day Ave. Q between 25* and 34* streets, became very 

prestigious areas. By the end of the 1920s Lubbock had grown to a booming population 



of around 20,000 people (Figure 2.2). The college, being west from the original location 

of Lubbock, generally pushed growth in that direction. 

1930-1950 

As the depression set in, Lubbock was not affected as harshly as other areas of the 

country because of the positive economic impacts of the college and the ever-growing 

agriculture business. However, the development and growth during that time slowed 

dramatically due to the state of the nation. Some federally funded programs, such as the 

Public Works Administration (Graves, 1960), were established to build roads and 

bridges. Other state funded projects were also created that brought in jobs and money to 

pave streets and to build facilities at Mackenzie State Park 

Another government program created during the depression was the Federal 

Housing Administration (Graves, 1960). It was designed to promote jobs and 

development all over the country. This Administration adopted minimum standards in 

quality of homes and provided insurance for long-term mortgages. This encouraged the 

growth of housing development in suburban areas throughout the 1940s and 1950s. Due 

to this, Lubbock added 15 new residential additions by 1956. 

World War II motivated jobs and economies in almost every city in the United 

States, including Lubbock. Military bases were erected all over the country, including 

Reese Air Force Base west of Lubbock. Development is synonymous with a growing 

economy. As the war ended, the baby boom era started as thousands of solders returned 

and needed homes for their families. Along with this population boom, the oil industry 

flourished and that helped the construction industry to grow as well. By the end of the 

1940s the city had annexed another 50 square miles of land (Figure 2.1) to keep up with 

the growing population, which was reaching 40,000 (Figure 2.2). Another catalyst of the 

1940s that contributed to the southwesteriy growth of the city was the establishment of 

two new hospitals, St. Mary's in 1937 and Lubbock Memorial in 1946 (Abbe, 1989). 

With the growing hospitals and the economic prosperity of the 1950s, Lubbock continued 

to grow. 



1950-1975 

Growth persisted steadily throughout the 1950s and 1960s with the development 

of more suburbs and the annexation of more land for anticipated expansion. Another 

hospital opened during this period in conjunction with the addition of the Texas Tech 

School of Medicine. In 1958 annexed land exploded, Lubbock had added 50 more square 

miles of land (Figure 2.1). The city population was increasing rapidly as well, more than 

doubling twice in these two decades. By 1970 the population was pushing 150,000 

residents from the 1950 population of 50,000 (Figure 2.2). In 1954, Lubbock was chosen 

as the location to establish another higher education institution, Lubbock Christian 

College, which is affiliated with the Church of Christ (Bronwell, 1980). It was built on 

west 19* street. Another contribution to Lubbock's growth eariy in this era was the 

addition of the Lubbock Municipal Airport. With this new development the city had 

persuaded the Texas Department of Transportafion (TxDOT) to build an Interstate from 

Amarillo to Lubbock (U.S. DOT, 1979). Although this "Interstate" ended at the northern 

Lubbock city boundary, it nonetheless brought commerce in and out of the city. The 

initial stretch from Amarillo to north Lubbock was completed in 1958. 

A key event took place in 1970; a major tornado hit the city, killing only 26 

people, but causing more than 150 million dollars of damage to the city (Abbe, 1989). Its 

pathway tore through the downtown area and headed out toward the north, destroying 

residential areas in that section of the city. City planners believe that the effect of the 

tornado on the development of Lubbock was overall a good thing, since many structures 

were in need of being removed in order to make way for new developments. This disaster 

brought in millions of dollars from insurance and government aid to rebuild. 

1975-2000 

In the late 1970s a plan was developed to integrate the South Plains Mall into the 

rapidly growing southwest comer of the city. The new mall acted as a mechanism to 

promote growth in that area. Lubbock's population growth slowed from 1975 through the 

1990s compared to the eariier decades; nonetheless, it was steady growth. 

In 1988 1-27 was extended from North Lubbock to South Lubbock, relieving 

traffic congestion through the city (Abbe, 1989). This extension continued 1-27 through 



Lubbock to the south end of the city (Figure 2.3). The main purpose of this continuation 

was to connect north and south Lubbock, creating a shorter route through town instead of 

having to travel Loop 289 for 15-20 miles around the city. 

Figure 2.3 The extension of Interstate-27 through the city of Lubbock. 

Throughout these two decades, southwest Lubbock grew almost exponentially in 

comparison to the rest of the town. Newly developed neighborhoods were being erected 

rapidly; in particular an exclusive neighborhood named Lakeridge was developed. This 

was a private golf course community that encompassed homes that had a market value 

range from $150,000 to over $1 million. Lakeridge increased a shift in the population 

from central Lubbock out to the southwest area. Throughout the 1990s construction and 

development continued vigorously in this sector of the city. Today, southwest Lubbock 

consists of the highest median house values in Lubbock (Figure 2.4). 
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Figure 2.4 City of Lubbock median house values for 2000. 

Summary 

Growth has been stable throughout the recent history of the city of Lubbock. In 

the earlier decades of the 20**" century the population would double every ten years. In the 

later part of the century the population had begun to level close to 200,000 people. From 

the beginning, Lubbock has been looking to the fijture and annexation has been a steady 

focus in the promotion of growth since 1909. 

Throughout the past century, development in the city of Lubbock has always been 

steady. There have been several development booms in the history of Lubbock. These 

were due to events such as the railroad introduction to Lubbock, the establishment of 

Texas Technical College, the return of soldiers after WWII, and the development plan of 

the South Plains Mall. These events contributed greatly to the local economy allowing 

development to continue. 

Several factors had an effect on the southwesterly direction of growth in Lubbock. 

First, the rough terrain of Yellowhouse Canyon encouraged development to the west 

10 



because the land in that direction was much easier to build on. Second, the Atchison, 

Topeka and Santa Fe railroad line ran close to the canyon. This development in the 

history of Lubbock encouraged industrial and commercial growth but pushed residential 

areas farther to the west. Third, Texas Technical College was established in 1923. It was 

built on land that was west of the downtown area. This promoted housing to develop 

around the college. Fourth, as the population grew, development progressively grew to 

the southwest. Many houses were built in the late 1940s on into the 1950s because of the 

baby boom. Last, the introduction of the South Plains Mall in southwest Lubbock greatly 

increased development and growth into the area. All of these factors have led Lubbock to 

the state of its current urban form. Lubbock's present situation is discussed in the 

following section. 

11 



CHAPTER 3 

ANALYSIS OF LUBBOCK TODAY 

Introduction 

Lubbock presently has an estimated population of approximately 215,000 

(Lubbock Planning Department, 2002). Development and growth have been mainly to the 

southwest. This trend is still occurring today. The current city plan promotes this 

direction of growth. The southwest consists of a majority of middle to upper-income 

households, and the northwest consists of middle to lower-income households. The 

northwest parts of town are older and are more expensive to re-develop, due to the costs 

of demolition and reconstruction. On the other hand, development in the southwest parts 

of town is inexpensive since it covers primarily cleared farm land. New homes directly 

promote more new homes to be built around them. As incomes grow, people are able to 

move out of the older neighborhoods and buy newer homes. This chapter examines 

various factors that affect residential development including land-use plans and 

ordinances along with economic activities and socioeconomic profiles of the residents of 

Lubbock. 

Current Land Use 

In order to better understand the urban dynamics of the city as a whole, it is 

helpfiil to look at the land use plans for the city. The Lubbock Comprehensive Land Use 

Plan, adopted in 1986 is ideal for this purpose. These maps illustrate the different areas of 

typical types of land use such as, residential, commercial, industrial, and parks and 

recreation. The plan shows Lubbock as it was in 1986 (Figure 3.1) and predicted potential 

land uses for the city in 2005 (Figure 3.2). This 2005 land use plan has already become 

reality. Yellow depicts residential areas, red for commercial, grey for industrial, green for 

parks, and blue for public use and transportation. 

12 
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Figure 3.1 Comprehensive Land Use Plan 1986. Land use in 1986 for Lubbock. 
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Figure 3.2 Comprehensive Land Use Plan 1986. Land use in 2005 for Lubbock. 
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A large amount of the eastern part of the city is designated to industrial use. Many 

of these areas are still vacant and have the potential for other uses. The south and the west 

parts of the city are designated for residential and commercial use. These areas by 

contrast are booming. The land set aside for this purpose in these areas is quickly 

diminishing. Homes and businesses are approaching the boundaries of the neighboring 

city of Wolfforth and are coming close to engulfing it. 

Current Projects 

A transportation project has been initiated to connect the original, central part of 

the city with the new, growing areas in the southwest section of Lubbock. This will 

improve accessibility between both parts of town. This project is named the Marsha 

Sharp Freeway (Figure 3.3). Just recently the Texas Department of Transportation 

approved the construction of the highway. Construction has not yet begun, but the area 

that is designated for this highway is being cleared. The freeway was originally proposed 

in 1943, and was to run east/west down 38* street. This plan was rejected because it 

would have impacted residential neighborhoods. The current freeway project will follow 

the path of US highway 62/82 with minor impacts on residential areas. 
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Figure 3.3 Map of the Marsha Sharp Freeway. 2002 
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In an effort to promote growth in the northeast, Delbert McDougal, a local 

developer, purchased the north section of the Overton neighborhood. His company plans 

to clear all the existing homes and apartments in the area in order to re-build a new 

residential development. His plan is to restore the prominence the area once had when it 

was the original residential neighborhood in the city. The new project called Overton 

Park will take an estimated seven years to complete. The estimated median price of 

homes will be in the $200,000 range. 

The city of Lubbock is zoned very systematically. The east side is zoned 

predominately for industrial use with small patches of residential and commercial areas 

that were grandfathered in. The southwest was zoned mainly for residential use with a 

pattern of commercial areas strategically placed throughout the area. 

Demographic Profile 

Examining census data that was compiled by the Lubbock Planning Department 

for 2000 (Figure 3.4-3.7), it becomes clear that the city is divided geographically in terms 

of both race and median family income level. To examine these data in further detail, a 

series of maps are shown below to illustrate the distribution of the population and income 

levels for the city of Lubbock. Figure 3.4 shows the distribution of the population for the 

city of Lubbock divided by census tracts for the city. The more populated areas are 

located in the southwest. The lesser populated areas are located in the northeast sections 

of Lubbock. Figure 3.5 shows the percent of the African-American population throughout 

the city. This map depicts the largest percentage of African-Americans live in northeast 

Lubbock. Figure 3.6 shows the percent of the Hispanic population throughout the city. 

This map depicts the largest percentage of Hispanics live in the east sections of Lubbock. 

Figure 3.7 shows the distribution of median family income levels by census tracts for 

Lubbock. The higher income areas are located in the southwest, whereas the lower 

income areas are to the north and to the east. 

15 
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Figure 3.4 Distribution of population in Lubbock by census tract for 2000. 
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Figure 3.5 Percent of African -American in population by census tract for 2000. 
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Figure 3.7 Median income levels by census tracts for 2000. 
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As discussed in chapter 2, the Lubbock population has grown steadily and rapidly 

since the 1960s. The southwest area has grown over 200% whereas the northeast area has 

declined nearly 30% (Figure 3.8 and 3.9). Generally, the more people coming into an 

area, the more segregation there is going to be. In the years to come this southwesterly 

growth will continue steadily. A factor derived from this growth is the separation of 

socio-economic class levels. Segregation can be broken up into subclasses of income 

levels. Within these separated African-American, White, and Hispanic communities, 

there are also different socio-economic classes within each: low income, median income, 

and high income households. The northeast section of Lubbock is predominately African-

American and Hispanic, while the southwest section of the city is predominately white. 

The declining population and the levels of segregation in the northwest can and should be 

researched in further detail. 

(^ J) Decrease Below SOO 

(^ ~) Decrease Above a n 
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^ ^ ^ ^ Increase Above 500 
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Figure 3.8 Population change by census tract for Lubbock 2000. 
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Figure 3.9 Percent of population change per Vi area of Lubbock 2000. 

Evaluation of Potential Growth or Decline 

Today the city is facing several issues with regard to growth, particularly in the 

northwest parts of the city. There are attempts being made to keep the city "connected". 

The potential growth in the southwest seems endless, whereas the north and east parts of 

the city seem to be declining, not only structurally, but economically as well. Northeast 

Lubbock is loosing a battle to keep up with its southwest counter-part. There is a lack of 

any kind of new development in the northwest. If this trend continues on its current path, 

the results could be devastating to the city. The residents in the northeast section of the 

city are lacking the facilities to prosper and benefit from the potential advantages of the 

heritage and historical entities available to them. If there were an attempt to re-vitalize 

the northeast area of the city these aspects of the city would also be re-vitalized and 

benefit not only the residents of northeast Lubbock but the whole city. 
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Summary 

In this chapter, several issues were evaluated and discussed. First, the current 

land-use of Lubbock was reviewed and it was determined that the southwest sections of 

town are very different, in terms of zoning, from the north and east sections. The main 

difference was that the older, northeast areas have been allocated for commercial and 

industrial uses, whereas the southwest has been zoned for predominately residential and 

commercial use. 

Second, there are several projects currently taking place in the city. Developer 

Delbert McDougal has begun to re-develop one of the oldest neighborhoods in the city. 

The North Overton area is being re-developed in an attempt to bring middle and upper 

income people back into the area linking Texas Tech University and the Central Business 

District together. Another project, in the initial stages of development, is the Marsha 

Sharp Freeway. It will eventually connect east and west Lubbock. These attempts to 

"reconnect" the city are a good start, but much more needs to be done in order to promote 

new growth in the area. 

Third, the demographic profile of the city was discussed in a generalized fashion. 

This was done to show that the older sections of the city in the northeast are occupied by 

lower income families, who are predominately African-American and Hispanic. On the 

other hand, the predominately white middle and upper income families live mainly in the 

southwest. This causes racial segregation in the town that is not healthy in any society. 

The city needs to address segregation to accomplish goals that would benefit the whole 

city. 

Finally, there is a serious potential for further decline in the northeast areas of the 

city. There is a lack of residential and commercial development in the area. In turn, the 

north and east communities are suffering economically and not benefiting from the 

resources that could be available to them if revitalization occurred, 

The research has shown that there is a decline in the standard of living in the 

northeast areas of the city. There should be more projects in the area to revitalize the 

older parts of the city, since the cultural heritage and history of the city are assets that 

should be preserved for all present and fixture residents to enjoy. A discussion for such a 

project will be included in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER 4 

SITE SELECTION ANALYSIS 

Introduction 

The site selection process is a necessary step when planning new development. 

The first step in the suitability analysis is to superimpose "overlay" maps that contain 

specific information to provide opportunities and constraints of an area in planning 

(Stiener, 2000). A GIS suitability analysis does just that, but instead of drawing and 

calculating by hand, the GIS can overlay maps much quicker, thus saving time and 

improving the accuracy for an individual project. 

In the following example. Figure 4.1 shows the overlay process to illustrate this 

method. First, individual maps are digitized into the GIS from the desired data. Layers 

are created from polygons or areas that represent a certain attribute. Each layer contains 

geometries with similar attributes, such as a buffered areas or land value. Each polygon 

on the surface in each layer is given a certain numerical value, depending on its 

desirability for a specific land use. Usually these values are ranked according to their 

importance to the analysis. 

Buffer Analysis 

Land Use 

Land Value 

School Zones 

Figure 4.1 Example of layers in an overlay analysis. Source: Environmental Design and 

Management Limited. 2002. 
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Secondly, after the layers have been ranked and weighted, they are 

summed together to provide the resulting layer that contains all the information put into 

the GIS for the analysis. In a sense each layer is transparently placed atop one another 

and viewed as a whole. Once all combinations have been calculated, the data can be 

interpreted to obtain and depict the outcome of the analysis results, in which the most 

desirable area(s) can be chosen from the data (Figure 4.2). 

Overlay Analysis Results 

Overlay Interpretation of Results 

Figure 4.2 Image of overlay results and interpretation of results. Source: Environmental 

Design and Management Limited, 2002. 

An overlay analysis provides a subjective result of information that can be utilized 

to make important decisions. In this chapter the information will provide several 

locations that may or may not be suitable for this study. The analysis will help determine 

a suitable location for a revitalization project in northeast Lubbock. 
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Criteria for Analysis 

The process involves a series of individual maps that will eventually be overlaid 

to locate the best area to re-vitalize residential and commercial development in northeast 

Lubbock. These analyses will be in the form of maps created by using ESRI ArcGIS 8.2. 

All maps use GCS North American Datum 1983, projected in USA contiguous Albers 

Equal Conic, and have the central meridian moved to -102.0 degrees. These analyses 

include the Yellowhouse Canyon area, current land use and land values for each parcel 

included in the study area in northeast Lubbock, and buffered areas around public schools 

of the immediate area. These maps will depict classified data of buffered areas, land use, 

land value, and areas around schools in northeast Lubbock. The layers for the analyses 

are based on subjectively oriented data interpretation, involving certain aspects for 

development in the northeast. 

The data from approximately 15,000 parcels or polygons of land were classified 

and then ranked in order of importance to conduct the overlay suitability analysis. To get 

the results of the analysis, the three maps; land use, land value, and schools were added 

together, multiplied to the canyon buffer and divided by three (Figure 4.3). Figure 4.4 is a 

map illustrating the city of Lubbock and showing the northeast area in detail for this 

study. The orange polygons show the polygons in the city of Lubbock and the study area 

is outlined in red. The map also shows the current roads and the 15,000 parcels. 

Canyon Buffer 

0.0) 
Land Use 

(1-5) 

X -f 

Land Value 

(1-5) 

Schools 

(5.4,1) 

-I-

Analysis Results 

(1-5) 

Figure 4.3 Model of the analysis calculation process. 
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Northeast Lubbock Study Area 
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-

4 
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Scale: 1:75,000 

Source: City of Lubbock Planning Dept. 
Texas Natural Resource Information System 
2003 
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A 
Figure 4.4 City of Lubbock study area for new development analysis. 
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Yellowhouse Canyon 

The Canyon has long since been an influence on the development of the city of 

Lubbock. In the past it was seen as a barrier preventing urban growth to the northeast. As 

time passed other factors began to play a part in the direction of growth the city has seen. 

Yellowhouse Canyon was chosen to be the focus of this study primarily for its aesthetics. 

Much of the Canyon has been developed into parks. These parks are a good stepping 

stone for new development and can have a profound effect on the incentive and civic 

pride in the area. 

In many parts of the United States, an area such as the canyon would make for 

prime real estate. It has a lot of potential to bring growth to the northeast part of Lubbock, 

it was decided to utilize the undeveloped areas around the canyon for the basis of this 

suitability analysis because, the canyon has many good aspects for development; open 

space, mature parks, scenic views, and is surrounded by relatively inexpensive land. 

A detailed map of the Yellowhouse Canyon was created using a USGS DRG 

(Digital Raster Graphic) of the eastern portion of the city of Lubbock (Figure 4.5). The 

canyon was digitized and converted into a map layer to be placed into the suitability 

analysis. A one-mile buffer surrounding the canyon was calculated and also traced. For 

this study analysis, a Boolean system was used. This simple system is a yes or no analysis 

that uses only two numbers 1 and 0. In order to limit the possible areas for development 

in this study, this factor in the analysis will become a multiplier for the other variables. 

Yellowhouse Canyon was given a rank of 0 because it is considered to be recreational 

park area and will not be considered for any residential or commercial development. The 

one-mile buffer around the canyon was given a rank of 1 and all other surrounding areas 

were given a rank of 0, as Table 4.1 shows below: 

RANGE 

Yellowhouse Canyon 

1-Mile Buffer 

Outside 1-Mile Buffer 

BOOLEAN MULTIPLIER 

0 

1 

0 

Table 4.1 Explanation of rank given to variables in Canyon Analysis. 
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Buffered Area for Analysis 

I Miles 

Legend 
Scale: 1:75,000 

1 ^ 1 Inside Buffered Area 

t Not in Buffered Area g^^ .̂̂ .̂ ^-^ of Lubbock Planning Dept. 

Yellowhouse Canyon Texas Natural Resource Information System 
2003 

Figure 4.5 One mile buffer around Yellowhouse Canyon for new development in analysis. 
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Current Land Use 

Land-use in northeast Lubbock is largely zoned as industrial areas; however most 

of this land is still vacant. There are also several areas of residential and commercial 

zoning close by. In this map, the most desirable areas for new development are the vacant 

lands. This is because of cost; it is less expensive to build from nothing than to demolish 

and reconstruct. As land becomes more developed from residential to commercial and 

industrial, the less desirable the land becomes for home owners. 

Rankings for this map range from a high ranking of 5 to a low of 1. The highest 

ranking of 5 was given to vacant land. The land uses, residential, parks, and commercial 

were given the ranks of 4, 3, and 2 respectively. A ranking of one was assigned to those 

areas that have developed industrial communities (Table 4.2). 

RANGE 

Vacant 

Residential 

Park 

Commercial 

Industrial 

RANKING 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

DESCRIPTION 

Most Suitable 

More Suitable 

Moderate 

Less Suitable 

Least Suitable 

Table 4.2 Explanation of rank and description for Land Use Analysis. 

Figure 4.6 is a map composed of classified data from the City of Lubbock 

Planning Department. Each polygon in this map was classified according to its land use 

description. The land uses were classified and were then ranked into five land use classes 

according to suitability for the analysis study. 
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Lubbock Land Use 

Suitability 
^ m Most Suitable 
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Scale: 1:75,000 

Source: City of Lubbock Planning Dept. 
Texas Natural Resource Information System 
2003 

N 

A 
Figure 4.6 Lubbock Land Use for 2003, classified in order of suitability for new development analysis. 
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Current Land Value 

Land value will play an important role in the decision for the best place to begin 

new development. Most areas around the canyon are relatively inexpensive. Therefore, to 

be most cost effective, the least expensive tracts of land are the most desirable. Land 

value data is in the form of parcels separated by ownership. The size of each parcel 

ranges in size from close to a quarter of an acre up to 1,500 acres of land. The values of 

each parcel range from $10.00 to $1,349,955.00. Each parcel is in the form of polygons 

and is separated into five equally ranged classes. The polygons were ranked according to 

their value (Table 4.3). The least expensive range of values was given a rank of 5 and the 

most expensive range was given a 1. 

RANGE 

10-31,096 

31,097-124,174 

124,175-305,174 

305,175-614,532 

614,533-1,349,955 

RANKING 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

DESCRIPTION 

Least Expensive 

Less Expensive 

Moderate 

More Expensive 

Most Expensive 

Table 4.3 Explanation of rank and description for Land Value Analysis. 

Figure 4.7 shows the land values for each parcel of land. The white areas inside 

the city limits are areas owned by the city and that not for sale. These parcels were not 

included in the analysis. Actual values for the remaining parcels were classified and 

ranked into five land value classes according to their suitability for the analysis. 
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Lubbock Land Values 
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Figure 4.7 City of Lubbock Land Values for 2003, in order of suitability for new development analysis. 
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Schools 

Schools in an area also play an important part in the decision of placement for 

new development. The idea is to locate residential areas within a certain distance from a 

public school. First, it is important to have schools nearby because bussing children to 

school can be costly, and secondly, because young couples are more likely to have 

school-aged children. Young married couples are going to be the most likely investors for 

this type of community. 

Each school, whether an elementary, junior high or high school, was given a point 

and named. Two buffers were then set around each school location. The buffers were set 

at a quarter mile and at a half mile. The new polygons were ranked according to their 

proximity to a school (Table 4.4). Areas within a quarter mile of a school were given a 5, 

and areas outside of a half mile were given a 1. 

RANGE 

Within % mile from school 

Between Vi and Vi mile from school 

Outside '72 mile radius from school 

RANKING 

5 

4 

1 

DESCRIPTION 

0.0-0.25 mile 

0.25-0.5 mile 

> 0.5 mile 

Table 4.4 Explanation of rank and description of School Analysis. 

Figure 4.8 is a map comprised of data from the Lubbock Planning Department, 

the Texas Natural Resource Information System, and the Lubbock Independent School 

District. An orthophoto was used to digitize each school within the northeast study area. 

The dark brown polygons show areas that are within the quarter mile buffer. Orange 

polygons show the areas between the quarter mile and half mile buffer. The yellow 

polygons represent the areas that are outside the half mile buffer. 
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Schools in Northeast Lubbock 
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Figure 

4.8 Buffered regions around Lubbock schools in study area for new development analysis. 
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Analysis Resuhs 

After all the maps were created, the data was ranked according to the importance 

of its contribution to the overall suitability analysis. The data from each of the three 

variables, muhiplied by the values given in the canyon buffer analysis and was divided 

by three. This calculation provided several locations that are very suitable areas to 

develop. Only the areas inside the one-mile buffer around the canyon were considered in 

the final analysis. The areas within the buffers around each school have become the most 

suitable areas. According to Table 4.5, each polygon was given a final rank and was 

separated into 5 classes according to the data. 

RANGE 

4.1-5 .0 

3.1-4.0 

2 .1-3 .0 

1.1-2.0 

0 - 1 . 0 

RANKING 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

DESCRIPTION 

Most Suitable 

More suitable 

Moderately Suitable 

Least Suitable 

Not Suitable 

Table 4.5 Explanation of ranking and description of Analysis Resuhs. 

The map (Figure 4.9) illustrates the resuh of the analysis. Each of the previous 

maps was overlayed and calculated by rank for each polygon on each map. The dark 

brown polygons show the most suitable areas to develop according to the analysis. The 

variations in color become lighter and lighter, to an eventual yellow that depicts the areas 

not suitable for the analysis. From this map it is determined that the best locations are 

located close to schools that are near Yellowhouse Canyon. As the polygons become 

further away from the canyon the suitability becomes unfavorable. 
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Analysis Results 

Legend 
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Figure 4.9 Results of the suitability study for northeast Lubbock. 
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Summary 

This analysis was conducted in order to best locate a prime location for new 

development. To determine the best location for development in northeast Lubbock to 

revitalize the area, there were several variables used; proximity to Yellowhouse Canyon, 

type of land use, individual parcel values, and proximity to local public schools. These 

variables were determined to be the most important to conduct the suitability analysis for 

the development study. As these 15,000 parcels in the study area were analyzed and 

ranked in order of most suitable to least, the proposed area began to take shape. Several 

maps were created to accomplish this goal. To create the maps, the data was classified 

and ranked in order of their importance to this evaluation. Then the maps were calculated 

together by the GIS to produce the analysis results. 

This suitability analysis proved to be a necessary tool in determining the optimum 

area for this new development. Again ranks of 1 - 5 were assigned to each of the 15,000 

parcels. These final rankings were then separated into five classes, to better display the 

resuhs. The most suhable parcels were given the highest rank of 5. The least suitable 

parcels were given the lowest rank of 2 and areas that were not included in the analysis 

were given a rank of 1. A primary site for new residential and commercial development 

will be chosen in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER 5 

PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Introduction 

Now that the suitability analysis has been established, a primary model for new 

residential and commercial development will be chosen from one of the areas determined 

by the analysis. This chapter will include the location and size of the chosen site, analyze 

the current land use of the area and provide a description of the existing structures in the 

area, proposing any changes if necessary. Finally, the proposed model will be presented 

and evaluated in the form of a development master plan for the chosen primary area to 

establish a spark of revitalization for future development. 

The importance of this development in northeast Lubbock is to promote tourism 

and to preserve the cuhural heritage of the area that represents the beginnings of the city. 

The history of Lubbock is unique and ought to be preserved as best as it can be. 

Location and Size of Primary Area 

There are several good locations that can be derived from the Analysis Resuhs 

map to develop a master plan. Many possible areas are along Yellowhouse Canyon. 

These areas are also in close proximity to public schools These areas include the 

neighborhoods around the elementary schools of Guadalupe, lies, Wheatley, Posey and 

Alderson Junior High School. 

The primary location that has been selected for the study is the area close to Posey 

Elementary. The location has been determined to be the best choice by examining the 

GIS suitability analysis and the size has been determined according to cost efficiency. 

This area was chosen because it has many aspects that are suitable for developing a 

master plan for revitalization. This area has many large vacant lots next to Highway 62 

that could be used to plan and build commercial areas that include shopping, restaurants, 

and a medical clinic. Another aspect of this area is that it is next to Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Park. The park is part of the canyon and provides an aesthetically pleasing backdrop 

as well as being well established as a recreational area. There are two main roads nearby 
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the area providing relatively easy access in and out of the area. Posey Elementary is just 

one-block north of the area, providing a close walk to school. 

The size of the primary model has been determined in order to estimate costs of 

the project, as well as to establish parameters for the model. The area is bounded on the 

west by Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, in the north by 15*̂  street, in the east by 

Vanda Avenue, and in the south by MLK Park. Figure 5.1 shows the site of the primary 

location, highlighted in blue, for the Master Plan. 

Land Use Detail 

The area land-use detail is to provide an analysis and proposal for any changes 

that are necessary to the area before development can take place. The purpose of the land-

use detail is to determine the current land use in the proposed area, and to resolve any 

conflicting issues that may arise with the current land use. Figure 5.2 is a map of the 

primary area showing the land use determined by the City of Lubbock. Residential areas 

are yellow, commercial areas are red, industrial is grey and utility areas are blue. Changes 

to the land use code will be proposed to the city if necessary. 

Description of Design Area 

The description of the proposal area is necessary to determine the extent of the 

area, possible changes to the existing landscape, such as cut/fill operations, and to give an 

accurate detail of the location. This area is comprised of mainly vacant residential areas 

with some commercial development. These vacant lots will provide an inexpensive 

construction cost for developing this area. This detail will determine which existing 

roads, buildings, and other elements in the proposal area can be examined for possible 

removal or alterations. The description of the planned area of development will be an 

exceptionally critical detail of the area and its components. Figure 5.2 shows the 

approximate quarter-square mile section. The map depicts the existing structures in the 

area in grey with current residential housing areas outlined in light blue, current 

commercial areas development outlined in red, and vacant lots hatched in brown. This 

description of the area will aid developers in any pre-construction work that may be 

needed before building in the area. 
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Proposed Area for Master Plan 
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Figure 51 Primary area proposed for new residential and commercial development. 
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Land Use for Primary Area 
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Figure 5.2 Land use detail of primary location for Master Plan. 
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Figure 5.3 Primary location for new development, showing existing structures in the area. 
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Proposed Master Plan of Development 

This development master plan is intended to promote social and recreational 

activity in the area. This proposal is geared primarily towards enticing young couples 

with children to purchase new homes in the development. These families will be able to 

take advantage of the assets the neighborhood has to offer. If the trend is successftil, then 

revitalization will occur. 

The following models are primary and secondary proposals for new development 

in the proposed area determined by the GIS analysis. The primary model was developed 

to create the most cost effective plan for the area. Included in this model are residential 

areas, particularly single family homes and condominium units. The condominiums will 

be located south of Highway 62 and single family homes will be proposed for the north 

side of the highway. The single family homes are planned for the north side of the 

highway because it is on the same side as Posey Elementary, to provide a safer ahemative 

for school-age children. Small strips of proposed commercial development are located 

along the east bound side Highway 62 that can include but are not limited to retail and 

restaurants. Martin Luther King Junior Park is included into the model to accentuate the 

natural canyon area's aesthetics. Some recreational features have been added into this 

master plan, such as a baseball/ softball field and a hiking/ biking trail at the park. 

The Master Plan has been developed in order to visually depict the proposed 

development (Figure 5.4). This plan shows the existing development as well as the 

proposed development for the area. Proposed residential structures are outlined in dark 

blue, proposed commercial areas are outlined in purple, proposed medical clinic in 

orange and existing structures are grey. 
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Figure 5.4 Master plan of new residential and commercial development 
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Summary 

Once the suitability analysis was established, many possible areas were 

considered A primary area was selected for development and will be proposed. This 

neighborhood was selected on the basis of the amount of vacant land in the area. Another 

reason this area was chosen is because they were close to both schools and parks. This 

location was proposed in order to attract young couples and new families. 

The primary model is an approximately a quarter square mile that includes 

strategically placed commercial areas for retail services or for restaurants. A medical 

clinic and a baseball field were also added to the Master Plan to make the area more 

attractive to potential buyers. The residential areas included in the plan are separated by 

Highway 62. North of the highway is single family homes, which are just a block away 

from Posey Elementary. The duplexes and condominiums are located to the south of the 

highway near MLK Park. Recreational areas are important to this model to provide an 

attraction to the area. 

This neighborhood has the potential to be a very attractive location. If the right 

mixture of residential housing, commercial retailers, and parks for recreation are 

available, then the process of re-vitalization can occur. This proposal can be a success if 

the right steps are taken to ensure this. 
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CHAPTER 6 

CONCLUSIONS 

Integrating New Development with the City Plan 

The primary objective of the city plan is to "Create a positive urban image, while 

preserving resources which reflect Lubbock's history, heritage, and progressive civic 

pride" (Lubbock Dept. of Planning, 1986). Another goal for the city is maximize their 

efforts to promote revitalization and to protect the heritage and historic resources of the 

city. To be in compliance with the current city plan, no more than 10 acres of commercial 

development have been implemented into the proposal. According to this plan, 

development is encouraged with caution as to not upset the natural landscape of the 

canyon. Both the primary and ahemative proposals have followed the guidelines and 

goals set for the future of Lubbock. 

North and East Lubbock Development Commission 

North Lubbock and East Lubbock are two separate entities of the city that have 

separate issues within their communities. The citizens of these areas have joined together 

to accomplish a goal. The North and East Lubbock Development Commission (NECDC) 

was officially organized in May 2002. The commission immediately went to work on 

conducting a study for the areas to be improved and revitalized. The commission has held 

several public hearings for the purpose of finding solutions, locating opportunities, and 

addressing weaknesses, and threats. Representatives from organizations such as the 

Lubbock Housing Authority, HUD, and the Lubbock Housing Finance Corporation were 

present at these meetings to discuss plans and possible solutions to revitalize north and 

east Lubbock. 

Overview of 2003 Report 

The study focused on the Lubbock Independent School District and demographics 

of the city. The report submitted to the city council in January 2003 listed several 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats that were identified during the public 
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hearings held for north and east Lubbock by the NECDC. The following lists the major 

issues of each: 

Strengths 

• Scenic Areas - best part of the Canyon Lakes System 
• Close to Interstate, Tech, Airport, Golf Course 
• Available vacant land 
• Excellent schools 
• The people have the desire and take pride in turning the area around 

Weaknesses 

• This area has a perception of being an unsafe and, therefore, is considered as a 
bad place to live 

• Lack of business development 
• Apathy inside and outside the target area 
• There is a large amount of vacant housing lots. 

Opportunities 

• The potential for retail businesses/services due to 18,000 people 
living in the area 

• Restaurants have huge market possibilities, 
• This target area includes a large trainable workforce 
• Incorporates some of the most beautiful landscape in particular 

along the Canyon Lakes System. 

Threats 

• Inaction by the Lubbock community 
• The population is decreasing 
• A perception that kids from North and East Lubbock do not 

receive the recognition as much as kids in other areas 
• The leadership contingent has not promoted or identified a vision 

of long-term goals for the area 

These issues and opportunities have been addressed by the NECDC and are being 

implemented into a Master Plan for North and East Lubbock for the year 2003. There is 

another list included in the report. This list examines possible opportunities for 

redevelopment in the north and east areas of Lubbock. Some of these are: designing and 

implementing streetscapes for Broadway and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, new 

subdivisions near the canyon lakes and Estacado High School, commercial strip areas 
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near United Supermarket on Parkway Drive and near Hastings on 4* and University. 

ese potential development areas can provide the necessary means to bring continued 

revitalization to these areas. 

Included in the report is a study conducted by the School of Business at Texas 

ech University. This study was conducted by mail survey and was intended to provide 

information on attitudes and demographics in these neighborhoods. The resuhs showed 

that the majority of respondents were over the age of 65. Out of the returned surveys the 

majority of people worked full-time. Several questions were then asked and the resuhs 

are as follows. The same number of people had stated that their neighborhoods had 

become better and worse. Respondents also stated that the incorporation of restaurants 

and retailers would make the greatest impact in the area, and that the condition of housing 

was a bigger problem than crime. This report suggests that the residents of north and east 

Lubbock are eager for redevelopment and revitalization in their areas. They are also 

proud of where they live, the study showed that only a small percentage of the 

respondents would move if they could. 

Summary 

The purpose of this paper was to address the phenomenon of Lubbock's growth to 

the southwest. First, an investigation into the history of Lubbock's annexation and 

development patterns conducted in order to set the background for this study. Second, the 

current urban conditions in the city were examined by the following categories: an 

assessment of current projects in the city, existing land use zones, a demographic profile 

of the town, and the growth and decline factors of areas within it. Third, a suhability 

analysis was performed to determine the best possible location for the kind of 

development that could promote growth in northeast Lubbock. Finally, this study 

presented a master plan for development proposed to guide this revitalization process. 

Growth has been stable throughout the history of the city of Lubbock. Early in the 

20th century, Lubbock's population doubled every ten years. As the century came to a 

close, population had leveled off near 200,000. From the beginning, Lubbock has been 

looking to the future, land purchases have been a steady focus in the promotion of growth 
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Since 1909. Development throughout the past century in the city of Lubbock has also 
been steady. 

Several factors have had an effect on the southwesterly direction of growth in 

Lubbock. Factors like the rough terrain of the Yellowhouse Canyon and the ATSF 

railroad being introduced into the city, and its line ran close proximity of and parallel 

with the canyon. These two factors together acted as a barrier towards growth to the east. 

Texas Technical College was established in 1923 to the west of town promoting housing 

to develop around the college. This acted as a catalyst for other projects such as the 

hospitals and residential developments. The introduction of the South Plains Mall in 

southwest Lubbock greatly increased development and growth into that area. All of these 

factors have led Lubbock to the state in which it currently lays. 

Several aspects of the current state of the Chy of Lubbock were evaluated and 

discussed. First, there are several projects currently taking place in the city. Developer, 

Delbert McDougal, has begun to redevelop one of the Overton neighborhood. Overton is 

considered one of the oldest areas of the city. Another project, in the initial stages of 

development, is the Marsha Sharp Freeway. These two projects are attempts to 

"reconnect" different parts of the city. Second, land use zones in Lubbock was reviewed 

and it was determined that the southwest sections of town are very different from the 

north and east sections. The main difference was that the older, northeast areas have been 

allocated for commercial and industrial uses, whereas the southwest has been zoned for 

predominately residential and commercial use. Third, the demographic profile of the city 

was discussed in a generalized fashion. This study shows that the older sections of the 

city in the northeast are occupied by lower income families, who are predominately 

African-American and Hispanic. On the other hand, the predominately white middle and 

upper class families live mainly in the southwest. Finally, there is a serious potential for 

further decline in the northeast areas of the city because of the lack of residential and 

commercial development in the area. In addition, the north and east communhies are 

suffering economically and not benefiting from the resources that could be available to 

them if revitalization occurred. There should be more projects in the area to revitalize the 

older parts of the city, because the heritage and history of the city needs to be preserved 

for all of Lubbock to enjoy. 
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To determine the best location for development in Northwest Lubbock to 

revitalize the area, the study used several variables including; proximity to Yellowhouse 

canyon, type of land use, individual parcel values, and proximity to local public schools. 

These variables were determined to be the most important to conduct the suitability 

analysis for the development study. This suitability analysis proved to be a useful and 

effective tool in determining the optimum area for this new development. 

Once the suitability analysis was established, many possible areas were 

considered. A primary area was selected for a proposed development. The primary model 

IS an approximate one quarter square mile that includes strategically placed commercial 

areas for retail services or for restaurants. The location of the neighborhood is in close 

proximity of a school and a park near the canyon. This neighborhood has the potential to 

be a very attractive location. If the right mixture of residential housing, commercial 

retailers, and parks are available, then the process of revitalization can occur. 

With the enthusiasm of the residents in northeast Lubbock and the influence of 

the NECDC, redevelopment and revitalization is becoming a reality. The Commission 

has been granted, by the City of Lubbock, a yearly sum of $200,000 to invest into 

Northeast Lubbock. Once some initial projects get underway, the potential for more 

growth in the area is sufficiently increased. The NECDC wants to focus on enhancing the 

public schools in the area to promote new urban growth. There are several aspects that 

may add to the attractiveness of these areas, such as the parks and lakes throughout 

Yellowhouse Canyon and the availability of vacant land, in which to build upon. With the 

proposed Master Plan in this study, the NECDC may be able to attract real estate 

developers to invest. 
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