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CHAPTER rv . THE HERBALIST S SHOP. 

THE shop of Mr. Cornelius Vampi stood in a 
noisy crowded thoroughfare in the vicinity of 
Tottenham-court-road. The street in which 
Mr. Vampi's residence was situated was one of 
those which are only to be found in poor neigh
bourhoods, and which are characterised by 
extreme stagnation during the daytime, and a 
mighty confusion and stir after nightfall. It 
was one of those streets in which itinerant 
vendors of vegetables, fried fish, periwinkles, and 
other necessaries of the poor man's life, have 
constituted to themselves the right of establish
ing their stalls in a long line on the edge of the 
footway, with a distinct intention of rivalling 
their competitors in the shops, at whose very 
doors they have planted their barrows, and 
underselling them as far as it is possible in so 
cheap a neighbourhood. 

There seem to be, however, customers 
enough for both. On a Saturday night the 
shops on either side of the way, and the two 
lines of stalls facing the shops, have both of 
them plenty of customers, and appear both to 
be doing a brisk business, if a cheap. Perhaps 
the stalls get on the whole the most custom. 
Their owners make so much noise, are so confi
dent in the goodness of their own wares, are so 
importunate with the passers-by, have such an 
insinuating way of thrusting a handful of 
onions, or a bunch of greens, under the noses 
of hesitating housewives, that it is almost im
possible to resist their wiles, without at least 
fallmg a victim to the extent of a few lettuces, 
or a bundle of turnips. It is a curious bewilder
ing scene, and the flare of the candles, screened 
with paper, which belong to the itinerants, and of 
the gas-jets, with no screens at aU, which blaze 
and roar in the open shops, make the place quite 
as light as it is in the (November) daylight, 
not to say a good deal lighter. Meantime, the 
costermongers roar to you as you pass, the 
butchers in front of their houses solicit your 
patronage in most emphatic terms, and the 
ballad-singer, with the group of children and 
the watchful eye, contributes his dismal notes 
to swell the general uproar. 

It has been said that, in the thoroughfare with, 
which we have to do, the rows of stalls are ranged 

in front of the shops, and are distinctly intended 
to compete with them for public favour and 
patronage, and it is in this point that Mr. 
Cornelius Vampi has an advantage over his 
neighbours. There are no costermongers in 
Mr, Vampi's line, for Mr. Vampi is a herbalist 
and a seedsman, and a seller of com-plaisters 
and of aU sorts of drugs, and he has even a 
plaster-cast of ahorse in his windo^y to intimate 
that medicines adapted to the stomachs of the 
inferior animals may be obtainedat his emporium, 
while as to the lozenges for coughs aud lozenges 
for dyspepsia, and for any other human or in
human ailment which can be conceived, they 
even rival the collection of boxes of ointment 
which always abound to so alarming an extent 
in the poorer neighbourhoods of the metropolis. 

But it must not be supposed that Mr. Vampi's 
shop was, in the strict sense of the word, a 
chemist's shop. There were no red and green and 
amber-coloured bottles in the window, nor was 
there any coloured lamp over the door, nor any 
intimation in words to suggest that the business 
was a druggist's, "Cornelius Vampi, Herbalist," 
was all that was inscribed, and that in letters 
which were obscure from dirt and antiquity. 
Nor was the inside of the shop more suggestive 
of pharmacy than the exterior. Where were 
the rows of brilliant bottles labelled " Sp : 
Mind:" or " Tinct: Ammon :" or the drawers 
"Pulv: Col:" and " Carb : Sod :" ? Where 
were the glass-cases full of perfumery, and 
soaps, and dentifrices, and pastilles? There 
were none of these. No china jars of leeches, 
no mahogany hall chairs—always for inexpli
cable reasons—so much affected by chemists, no 
lemonade bottles, nor gazogene ready to pump 
out soda-water for the thirsty. Lastly, there 
was no pale, mild-eyed, gentlemanly creature, 
dressed in black, and wearing a white apron and 
spectacles, behind the counter, ready to' give 
you advice gratis, or to pull out your teeth in 
the back shop, 

Mr, Cornelius Vampi's shop was a herbalist's 
shop, and this you certainly felt very strongly 
when you got inside it. The herbs stared you 
in the face in every direction, and look where 
you would. They hung—these were the com
moner kinds—in masses from the ceiling. They 
reposed on shelves all round the shop in bundles, 
neatly labelled. You felt that all the little 
drawers were full of them, indeed most of these 
drawers were inscribed—and that in plain Eng-
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lish—with names that left no douM: St. John's 
Wort, Hedge Hyssop, Celadine, Monkshood, 
Hue, Holy Thistle, and the like. Nor were ^hese 
the only curiosities in 'Wliich this strange ̂ ware-
house abounded. There were bones shadowed 
forth in obscure corners, bones of the elk, skulls 
of horses and dogs, a complete skeleton of a cat, 
and sundry glass jars containing objects impos
sible to identify preserved in spirits, AD. seemed 
pmbled, too, in inextricable confusion, but yet 
it is a fact that Mr, Cornelius Vampi knew per
fectly well where to lay his hand upon anything 

. that he wanted, from the stuffed alligator to the 
jar of snails to which his celebrated com-plaister 
"was so largely indebted. 

But not more different was Mr, Cornelius 
Vampi's shop from that of a chemist and 
druggist than was Mr, Vampi himself, from the 
smug gentleman who has been described above. 
He was a tall, powerfully-built man, with a large 
abdomen, and the jolliest red face that ever was 
seen. It did you good only to see him smile 
and to hear the rich loud tones of his jovial voice. 
This man had been gifted with a perfectly well-
ordered nature, and all the wheels of his ma
chinery worked so glibly and so easily, that a 

• degree of serenity was the result which compelled 
him at times—as he once informed an intimate 
friend—"to wear a scrubbing-brush next his 
skin because he was too happy," 

And perhaps it would be a difficult thing to 
finda happier man than our friend the herbalist. 
Entirely absorbed in a number of occupations, 
all to him of surpassing interest, distracted by 
these and by the numerous experiments of a 
medical sort connected with the herbs in which 
he dealt, and in whose virtues he was a profound 
believer, applied to continually by the poor 
people m this poor neighbourhood for advice in 
their ailments, for they all believed in him im
plicitly, and got benefit from the very tone of 
the man's mind if not from his medicaments, 
Mr. Cornelius was occupied every moment of 
his life, and that in a manner entirely congenial 
to his tastes. Nor was this aU. In addition to 
his medical studies, there was another kind of 
knowledge in the -pursuit of which our friend 
was even more eager than in hunting out the 
hidden virtues of his favourite herbs. Cornelius 
Vampi was an astrologer. 

Strange as this announcement may appear, it 
was nevertheless true that here was a man keep
ing a shop in a poor street in the metropolis, and 
in the nineteenth century, who was yet a pro
found believer in the stars, and in their influence 
for good or evil on the lives of his fellow-
citizens. 

He had, at the top of that very house of which 
the herbalist's shop formed the lower part, a 
garret which he had converted into a sort of 
observatory, and from which, on clear nights, he 
was able to study all the planets, making his 
combinations and deductions therefrom entirely 
to his own satisfaction. Here, too, and on his 
favourite hobby, he had not hesitated to lay out 
money. He had got a telescope of very fair 
power mounted on'a stand, a celestial globe, and 

1̂1 sorts of expensive instruments, while the 
walls. were decorated with charts showing the 
situations of the heavenly bodies, besides a row 
of book-shekes, on which were displayed the 
works of Copernicus and Newton cheek-by-jowl 
—for Cornelius combined the sciences of 
astrology and astronomy—with his favourites 
Albertus Magnus and Cornelius Agrippa. 

All the time that our good friend Vampi 
could spare from his shop duties below was 
devoted to the prosecution of his favourite 
studies in the observatory above. Here he sat 
late in the night at work, for he could do with 
little sleep, and his herculean strength seemed 
to set weariness at de?fiance. Here he studied 
the stars in the interests of those persons— 
a much more numerous class than might have 
been supposed—who came to consult him as to 
their future careers. Here, Iiaving once got 
the day and hour of the nativities of his different 
clients, he was able to ascertain wliat fortunes 
and misfortunes were in store for them, when 
and under what circumstances their matrimonial 
career was to begin, and how it was likely to 
prosper, when danger was to be apprehended, 
and when an avalanche of prosperity and happi
ness. He would seriously warn one against 
going near water on a certain day, for instance, 
and would quote his own example as corrobo
rative of the warning, relating how, on a certain 
day, when his own horoscope had foretold that 
he should be in danger by water, he had shut 
himself up in bis room determined not to stir 
out of it all day; how he had been sent for at a 
certain hour to the shop to attend to a matter 
which was beyond the province of his assistant; 
how he had in his haste kicked over a pail of 
water which was standing on the stairs, and, 
being kept some time with no opportunity of 
changing his wet shoes and stockings, iiad 
caught an inflammation of the lungs which had 
well-nigh finished him. He would tell another,, 
that on the day after to-morrow he must be on 
his guard against the animal creation, which was 
dead against him on that day, and would caution 
his client not so much as to get into an omnibus, 
or cross over the street, or caress a dog or a cat 
during the twenty-four hours. 

All these predictions and warnings he would 
back up by quotations from the horoscope of 
the particular individual with whose destiny he 
happened to be concerned—quotations couched 
in terms wholly unintelligible to the many, 
mystifying statements about " Mercury breaking 
into the house of 'Mars," and other jargon of 
the craft. Nor did it in the least affect the 
reputation of our sage, or diminish his own con
fidence in his powers of vaticination, when these 
prophecies failed utterly to be fulfilled, Tor 
was it not always possible to say—yes, and to 
believe, for Cornelius was an honest man—that 
adverse influences had been suddenly brought 
to bear, or that his client had, under his direc
tion, been able so to act as to defeat the malig
nant intentions of the inimical planets ? 

Such was tluB individual whose ruddy counte
nance showed behind ihe counter of the herb-
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alist's shop which has just been described, on a 
certain Saturday evening in early December, 
It was a wet, sloppy evening, when all the lamps 
in all the shops and at all the stalls, besides the 
street-lamps themselves, were refieeted in the 
pavement and the puddles, giving a double 
brilliancy to the scene. Evening, and specially 
Saturday evening, was a busy time in the herb
alist's shop, and both Cornelius himself and his 
assistant—a youth of eighteen whom our friend 
would insist on calling " boy"—were kept _ ac
tively at work till a late hour in the evening. 
On Saturday evenings such streets as that in, 
which Vampi resided are so full of booths where 
not only the necessaries, but the luxuries of poor 
life are retailed, that they look almost as if a 
fair were being held in them, and the poor are 
lured on to commit wild excesses in the excito-
ment of the moment, indulging in sheep's trot
ters for supper, even with the prospect before 
them of a roast joint from the " bakeus" next day. 
And on this particular night, too, the poor man 
has time to think of his ailments. This is the 
night when the fact that he is " bad in his in
side" may be confronted, and it is now that the 
rheumatic limb may get a chance of being duly 
embrocated. 

Our herbalist's shop was pretty well filled. 
Here was a gardener wanting to buy seeds, a 
boy with a swelled face looking rueful. By the 
counter stood a grave worn-looking woman with 
lan empty bottle in her hand; another, • with a 
sick child in her arms, was exhibiting the little 
thing's wasted leg to the learned astrologer. 

"She don't seem to get a bit stronger," the 
poor woman said, 

" No, poor little morsel," replied our philo
sopher, sympathetically, "nor ever will, while 
you bring her out on such a night as this. Why, 
it's death to her, my good woman. Take her 
home, take her home, as fast as you can go, and 
get her warm, and give her a cup of warm broth, 
if you can manage it. Ah ! you can't?" 

The poor woman shook her head sorrowfully. 
•"No, Mr, Vampi; not to-'uight, I'm afraid," 

"Ah, then, give her a little gruel; here's a 
packet of grits ; you can pay for it next week, 
you know. And here, take these herbs"— t̂he 
astrologer had been making up a collection all 
this time—" and let them boil gently for a couple 
of hours in a quart of water, and then pour it 
off, and give her two table-spoonfuls three times 
a day, and be sure you keep her in-doors and 
warm, and don't bring her next time you come. 
Now, ma'am, what's for you ?" 

This was addressed to a very little girl, who, 
speaking in a very loud voice, and producing a 
very large empty bottle, imperatively demanded: 

"Ha'p'orth of klorrid of lime, please;_ and 
I've been to Mr, Squills's; and he said he didn't 
make ha'p'orths, so I thought I'd come here," 

"Well, I don't know, I'm sure, but what he 
was right," replied Cornelius, good humouredly; 
" a ha'p'orth will be uncommonly little, you 
know, miss," 

The young lady was nothing abashed, " Well, 
make as large a ha'p'orth as you can," she 

said, " for mother says the drains is awful, aud 
she feels quite sick," 

And having received what she wanted, and 
paid for it on the spot, the little woman departed 
in triumph, hugging her bottle, 

A young girl, who might have been a milliner's 
apprentice, or perhaps the daughter of a small 
tradesman, was waiting her turn, Mr. Vampi 
was occupied with the gardener for the mo
ment. 

"Ah, you'll find those bulbs turn out mag-
niQcent, I know. I wish I could find time to 
go out to your place and see them when they're 
m flower; yes, and here's the mignonette-seed; 
and here, boy," he continued, addressing the 
assistant, " get down some of those Dutch bulbs, 
and show them to Mr. Green, while I attend to 
this young lady. Ah, my good girl,' I haven't 
had time yet to finish your horoscope, but I've 
begun it," 

"And how do you think it looks, Mr. 
Vampi ?" 

" Well, you know, it seems a pretty good 
average one. There's a difficult bit or two to 
get over. Mercury's sadly against you, but I'm 
just seeing my way to an intervention on the 
part of Jupiter, wlio's very friendly, and as long 
as there's no coalition with Taurus, you may do 
very well yet; but you mustn't be in a hurry, 
you know; I always like to do these things 
thoroughly, and I'm a great deal occupied just 
now, besides being in difficulties myself with the 
Ursa Major, who's got a regular spite against 
me; so you see you must be patient, and you 
mustn't hurry me," 

"And when may I come again, Mr. Vampi?" 
" Oh, in about a week, aud perhaps then it 

may be ready; and, in the mean time, I'd caution 
you against having anything to say to anybody 
with red or even reddish hair, for Mars is look
ing uncommonly antagonistic, I can tell you," 

The young lady gave a little start at this last 
suggestion, and went on her way sorrowfully. 
However, she consoled herself as she crossed 
the threshold, " James is fair," she said, in a 
low key, " but his 'air is not red, it's hauburn," 

More and more customers came pouring in, 
and our friend was applied to for advice as to 
the treatment of " my good man's bad leg," or 
•" Charley's measles," or " Sarah Jane's" rash, 
or "Betsy Slovinger's" hair that was falling 
off, and all sorts of other tragedies and dilemmas. 
Out of all these our learned friend came tri
umphantly, but it was always when consulted 
upon matters of a less earthly nature that he 
seemed the most oracular, and the most in his 
element. Nothing could exceed the certainty 
of conviction which characterised his expres
sions of opinion, or the zest with which he 
entered into the subject. Nor were his dis
ciples few in number, or always of the weaker 
sex, though it must be owned that these pre
ponderated, and that such lords of the creation 
as were desirous of prying into hidden matters 
were generally afraid of the shop, and apt to 
seek out secret interviews with the astrologer 
in his observatory up-stairs. 
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On that Saturday night with which our narra
tive is concerned, and while the herbalist was 
most busy, the figure of a lady might have been 
seen, if any one had taken the trouble to notice 
it, gazing in at the shop window in an uneasy and 
wistful manner, and then looking about her as if 
undecided how to act. The lady was muffled up 
closely in a woollen shawl, and her face was 
covered with a veil, the pattern of which was so 
thick and spreading that it was impossible to 
judge of her features with any accuracy. She 
seemed to want to enter the shop, and yet to 
hesitate about it, and would sometimes even 
walk a little way in another direction, and theu 
return. On one of these occasions of her re
turning to the shop, she seemed at last to have 
made up her mind, and, not waiting to think any 
more about it, she turned swiftly in at the door 
and advanced to where the wise man—in a 
temporary lull of custom—was standing behind 
his counter absorbed in thought, and mounted, 
no doubt, upon his favourite hobby, 

Tbe lady made straight up to him, and they 
were soon engaged in a conversation apparently 
of some interest, but it was conducted in so low 
a key, that only a word occasionally pronounced 
in the louder tones of the stalwart herbalist 
was at all audible. Ultimately, and after a 
great many pi'os and cons, some preparation, on 
•which a great deal of care had been bestowed, 
was handed over to the lady, who paid for what 
she had received at once, and left the shop 
closely veiled, as she had entered it. 

CHAPTEE, V. KEEPING HOUSE. 

THE scene in the herbalist's shop commemo
rated in the last chapter is represented as having 
taken place in the month of December, whilst, 
on reference to the chapter which preceded it, it 
will be found that the arrival of Miss Carrington 
in London occurred in November, There had 
been time in the interval for all the disagreeable 
qualities possessed by Miss Carrington a,nd her 
amiable domestic to become fully developed; 
nor was it possible, after that first night, that 
Mrs, Penmore could keep her husband in igno
rance of what was going on. 

In the first place, it was indispensable that the 
question ofthe little study up-stairs, and its ab
dication by the legitimate owner, should be dis
cussed, and this implied the necessity of touching 
on Miss Cantanker's peculiar temper, as shown in 
her announcement that she neither could nor 
would remain in the apartment which had been 
originally prepared for her. So, by degrees, it 
came out that this good-natured person was 
likely to be then and always a source of great 
trouble and annoyance in the house. The luck
less Gilbert, reckoning without his host, sug
gested that if Miss Cantanker did not like her 
quarters. Miss Cantanker might go; but here 
his wife was in a condition to set him right. 
"Her mistress," she said, "would as soon think 
of parting with her right hand, as of dismissing 
her attendant, who had managed to get an 
ascendancy over her about which there cpuld be 

no doubt. The two must go or stay together-
there was no doubt about that," 

And so it ended in the little study being con
fiscated, and poor Gilbert had to execute such 
work as he did at home, either in his small 
dressing-room which had no fireplace, or in the 
dining-room, when it was not wanted for other 
pui-poses. 

Our young people were, unhappily, not suc
cessful in providing either mistress or maid with 
meals which were suited to their respective 
palates, and it must be freely acknowledged that 
the unfortunate Charlotte did seem to have 
been struck with a sort of paralysis ever since 
the arrival of Miss Carrington and her con
fidential maid. This last especially appeared to 
have the power of reducing the poor servant-of. 
all-work to a state of temporary insanity, by the 
mere fact of her being at times present in the 
kitchen, " I'm that flurried, mum," she said to 
her mistress, when trying on one occasion to 
excuse one of her worst failures, "I'm that 
flurried when she comes nigh me, that I don't 
know a rump-steak from a mutton-chop." The 
consequence of this state of things was, that cer
tainly some very remarkable specimens of 
cookery did, from time to time, appear on 
table at the little house in Beaumont-street. 
Joints strangely combining a burnt-up outside, 
revealed at the very first cut a raw inside; 
potatoes mealy without, but resembling bullets 
when attacked with the spoon; semolina pud
dings, whose semolina had coagulated into hard 
lumps, refusing to have anything to say to the 
mysterious and whey-like liquid which formed 
the main body of the pudding. The fact is, 
that the treatment applied by our artist to the 
raw material on which her powers were to be 
displayed, was always of too fierce and rapid a 
sort, Eurious heat was applied, such as no food 
could stand long and exist. It did not stand it 
long, and, in consequence, was not done through. 

Hence, the flesh of the fried sole was inse
parable from the bones, while the cauliflower, 
beautiful to look at, was found, on inquiring 
within, to be raw and indigestible. 

The wily Cantanker, • indeed, was not the 
woman to allow her digestive faculties to be 
thus tampered with. She took all her meals iu 
the room which she had succeeded in abstractmg 
from its hapless owner, and as she prepared 
them with her own hands below, was continually 
to be met on the stairs carrying up some savoury 
aud succulent morsel, wearing at the same time 
the expression of countenance of a martyr in some 
great cause. This remarkable person was also 
always ready to take in hand the preparation of 
any article or articles of food of which it was 
distinctly understood that her mistress alone 
was to be partaker. She would make Miss 
Carrington's breakfast in the morning, poaching 
her eggs, and cooking her toast with the 
greatest care, and she would also insist on 
making the broth, a cup of which her mistress 
always consumed the last thing at night, but 
with the dinner she would have nothing to do. 
"Mr. and Mrs. Penmore," she would say, 
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" partook of that meaJ, and she was not going 
to roast herself before the fire for them." So 
the dinners were handed over to be exclusively 
cared for by Mrs, Penmore's cordon-bleu. 

It was the practice of Miss Carrington at 
times entirely to ignore the deficiencies of the 
servant-of-all-work, and to act upon a precon
ceived idea that there was a professed cook in 
the house. Thus she would send for Gabrielle 
in the morning, and, saying that she felt 
rather poorly just then, would ask it as a favour 
that the dinner might be one tolerably suited to 
a delicate stomach, " I don't want anything 
very wonderful," she would say ; " a little clear 
soup, a croquette, and some game, I really feel 
as if that would do me good, and as if there was 
nothing else that I could eat," Then would Mrs, 
Penmore descend into the lower regions, and 
would herself—for it got to that at last—at
tempt, with the aid of a cookery-book, and with 
Ciiarlotte to do the rough work, the compilation 
of the delicacies demanded by her guest. But 
the cookery-book bewildered insteaa of helping 
her, and left so much unsaid, besides saying so 
much that was unintelligible, that poor Gabrielle 
was at times almost inclined, in her desperation, 
to go off in search of the author, to put a few 
questions to him or her on matters left unex
plained in the text. And then this cookery-
book seemed to expect that those who consulted 
it were to be possessed of such enormous wealth. 
The author thought nothing of directing you to 
" take the breasts of five partridges," to form 
only one ingredient in a dish which would also 
roquire "the yolks of twelve plover's eggs, a 
handful of truffles," and sundry other delicacies 
equallycostly; whilst as to the amount of chicken-
broth and of beef-stock which you must have by 
you before you even attempted a clear soup, 
that alone implied a princely income. Also, the 
book expected too much knowledge in the reader, 
and took it for granted that he was acquainted 
with things of which, in the present case at any 
rate, " the reader" was totally ignorant. 

The consequence of all this was, that our in
experienced little housewife was fain to make 
tbe most hazardous compromises in obeying the 
instructions put before her. Any particular 
process which she could not understand she 
omitted. Any peculiarly extravagant element 
in the composition with which she was engaged 
she left out, or administered homceopathically; 
while those ingredients which were within 
the reach of her small means would be enforced 
with such undue emphasis as to interfere sadly 
with the harmony of the whole. As to appeal
ing to Charlotte for advice in any of these diffi
culties, that was leaning upon a broken reed 
with a vengeance, 

"Look here, Charlotte," the poor lady would 
say, helplessly, " they tell us to ' take a table-
spoonful of Sauce No, 2, see page 16,' and then 
a ' tea-spoonful of Sauce No. 8,' see some other 
page, but what are we to do if we haven't got 
them ?" 

" I'm sure I don't know, mum," 
"Do you think you could make No. 2 

while I prepare the rest ? Let us see: * It is 
best to prepare this sauce in rather a large 
quantity, so that you may have it by you. Take 
a bottle of the best claret wine and pour it over 
half a dozen trussed ortolans, which you will 
have ready iu the bottom of a saucepan; add 
the juice of two limes—be particular that they 
are not large ones—and a handful of pistaccio-
nuts tied up in a bag. Then grate a nutmeg 
over the whole, but in this (as a little more or 
less than the right amount will spoil the sauce) 
you must be guided by your own discre
tion ' " 

" Oh, if you please, mum, I'd rather not try 
that," 

"No, I should think not, Charlotte, I'm 
afraid we must give that up altogether. But 
the worst of it is, that they all seem one as im
possible as another, and so expensive. What 
are we to do ?" 

" I'm sure I don't know, mum," 
" Well, I suppose we must do as well as we 

can." And then commenced the system of 
compromises spoken of above. 

But the great canons of art are not to be 
thus lightly trifled with. When the dishes 
which had been prepared in so unprincipled a 
manner came to table, they were apt to be 
entirely wanting in flavour, and to present an 
ugly and unappetising appearance to the eye. 
Now, Miss Carrington was not the person to eat 
what was set before her and make no complaint; 
far from it. One of two results invariably 
attended these culinary failures; either Miss 
Carrington viewed the meal at which she was 
assisting in a ludicrous pomt of view, and lashed 
the different dishes, so to speak, with sarcasms; 
or she declined to eat at all, and assumed the 
airs of a martyr who is being gradually starved 
to death, 

"Why, what on earth is this?" she would 
say, after turning the contents of her plate over 
for some time with her fork. It was in this 
case a dish of GabrieUe's own invention, a mince 
up of veal and ham enclosed in batter, like 
fritters, and fried. Poor thing, how she had 
thought over it in the night, and determined to 
make it a chef-d'oeuvre, 

" Is it fish ?" inquired Miss Carrington, inno
cently, 

Gabrielle mentioned the nature of the com-
n, and felt wounded to the core, 

" I'm sure it's exceedingly nice," remarked 
Gilbert, who always stood by his dear West 
Indian, 

" Do you know, it really is rather nice," ob
served Miss Carrington, in a patronising tone. 
And she actually managed to eat a little bit, 
leaving half a plateful untouched, of course. 

Penmore, in a somewhat vindictive spirit, 
called for the dish again, and helped himself 
freely. 

" I'm afraid you don't like it," said Gabrielle, 
addressing her guest. 

" Oh, on the contrary, I assure you it's quite 
nice. You seem to like it, at any rate, Gilbert," 
she said, addressing her cousin. 

yl 
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"that Pm 
now, at any 

" I do, I can tell you." 
" The fact is," continued the lady, 

not very hungry to-day. Not 
rate," 

Such words as these would have the effect of 
irritating in an excessive degree the temper of 
the unhappy Gilbert, and it often took him some 
time to get round sufficiently for purposes of 
general conversation, 

"Why, you are eating nothing," he said, 
presently, 

" I really have no appetite," replied the 
martyr, " I dare say I shall be hungry by-and-
by, and you'll bring me some broth, Jane, won't 
you?" 

This was addressed to Miss Cantanker, whom 
her mistress, when she wished to be particu
larly amiable, would address by her christian 
name. 

"Yes, miss," replied the acid one, highly 
satisfied, " cup of nice 'ot broth." 

This good lady always waited upon her 
mistress at table, but on no one else. In 
fact, it was her business to ignore Mr. and 
Mrs. Penmore altogether, and to act as if 
she was not aware of their existence. And, 
as far as Gabrielle was concerned, Miss Car
rington followed on the same side, always 
addressing herself to Gilbert, in conversation, 
and especially when there was anything that 
she wanted done. The younglawyer was, how
ever, too much for her in this way, invariably 
referring the matter, whatever it might be, bade 
to his wife, and so making it compulsory on 
Miss Carrington to recognise the presence of 
her hostess, whether she hked it or not. 

"Oh, Gilbert," she said, on one occasion, 
"I 've got such a hard pillow up-stairs. 
Wouldn't it be possible; to. let me have a softer 
one?" 

" My dear Diana"—this, by - the - by, was 
Miss Carrington's euphonious christian name— 
" my dear Diana, I must remind you that 
Gabrielle is the proper person to apply to about 
such matters." 

But it would be an uncongenial task to me to 
record at length all the humiliating and painful 
things which our poor Gabrielle had to put up 
with at the hands of her tormentor. And yet 
it would be difficult to say whether Mrs. Pen-
more felt them more keenly than her husband. 
It was he, certainly, who resented them the 
most, and who retaliated the most severely in 
words, Gabrielle had her husband to think of, 
and that helped her to bear it, and only once or 
twice was she betrayed into an angry word or 
two under excessive pressure. She had to ask 
Miss Carrington, for instance, on one occasion, 
to speak to her when she had any complaints to 
make about household matters, and not to apply 
to Gilbert, who had troubles enough already of 
his own. Then Miss Carrington, who shared 
her domestic's hatred for the wretched maid-of-
aU-work, would pounce out upon the unhappy 
Charlotte on the staircase, and tell her not to 
make so much noise in the room overhead, as 
really her nerves could not stand it. Or she 

would send down hostile messages to this func
tionary through Miss Cantanker, and Mrs, Pen-
more would find the girl in floods of tears, with 
her head buried in her arms, and these supported 
on the kitchen table. This, of course, had to 
be spoken about,, and " miching mallicho" was 
naturally the result. Miss Carrington would 
complain, too, from time to time, of the want of 
servants in the house. She had had no idea 
that they only kept one domestic, and it was 
extremely inconvenient, because, in consequence 
of this deficiency of attendants, so much addi-
tional trouble fell to the lot of her faithful Can
tanker, The faithful Cantanker was always 
present on these occasions, and ever ready to 
put her oar in, on her mistress's side, till called 
to order by the lady herself, when she was fain 
to fall back upon malignant glaring. Indeed, 
in this she excelled to an uncommon extent. 
Her eyes were never off Mrs. Penmore when 
they were in the same room, and she seemed to 
listen with a fixed and venomous intensity to 
every word that the poor lady uttered. Nor 
was it only when palpably present that this 
amiable woman listened. She was continually 
being discovered outside doors and in passages 
where she had no business ; but she wore ever 
on these occasions such a look of indignant 
virtue, and presented at such timeŝ —as always 
—so injured an appearance, that it was quite 
impossible that any suspicion could, attach to 
her. 

So the days passed, and every day that 
dawned brought with it its full measure of 
trouble. Meanwhile, our young couple consoled 
themselves and each other with their great 
mutual love, and were not all unhappy. 

GHAPTEE VI. MASTEB AND MAN. 

GILBERT PENMOEE had a friend, to whom he 
really did not hesitate to apply that much-
abused title, in the person of Julius Leth-
waite, of the Inner Temple, barrister-at-law, 
not practising. Penmore had become acquainted 
with him when they were both eating their 
terms together, and they had gradually got to 
be, first, acquaintances, and ultimately, even 
friends. Lethwaite had a great belief in 
; Gilbert, and was firmly convinced that one of 
these days he would certainly distinguish 
himself and rise to eminence. Eor himself he 
did not care. He was only nominally a 
barrister, and had never intended to practise, 
having, indeed, a share in a certain business, 
: which was carried on, as he would say, " some
where in the City," and in the conduct of which 
he never interfered. He had a confidential 
clerk who watched his interests in connexion 
with that same business, and who demanded 
occasional interviews with his patron, in the 
course of which he would put a great many 
very difficult questions to Mr. Julius, as the old 
, man called him, and finding his superior quite 
unable to answer them, would be, under the 
necessity of providing the replies himself, which 
he invariably did. 

It was one of Mr. Lethwaite's most remark-
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able characteristics that he always impugned. Or 
pretended to impugn, human motive. He said 
that he did not believe in an action done with a 
good motive, and he would sometimes puzzle him
self by the hour together, and bewilder all his 
faculties, in his endeavours to find out what 
—whether in his own case or that of others— 
could have been the real actuating cause of 
so'me act which wore a fair outside, but which 
he pretended must really have been performed 
with a selfish intention. It was a sort of mono
mania this with him, and how it originated no one 
could tell, though there were those who could 
not help believing that a feeling so little in 
accordance with Lethwaite's real good nature 
must have been generated by some act of 
treachery of which he had once been the victim. 

This man's nature was an uncommon one. 
His unbelief as to the purity of the motives 
which actuated the conduct of his fellow-men 
had not by any means the effect of making him 
either gloomy or morose; on the contrary. He 
seemed to have made up his mind to the thing. 
It was in his opinion one of the conditions of 
our existence—this defectiveness of motive— 
and we must just put up with it. Sometimes, 
too, he would puzzle himself by the hour 
together in trying to find out what could be at 
the bottom of some act of courtesy of which he 
had been the object. " That fellow was most 
extraordinarily civil to me to-day," he would say 
to himself, refieeting on the behaviour of a 
certain grumpy servant who held office in his 
Inn of Court—" most remarkably so, I wonder, 
now, what he could have been driving at ? 

; There must have been some reason for it, for, 
ordinarily, he's a beast, I wonder what he's 
after ?" And so he would go on twisting and 
turning the subject over in his mind, till at last 
a solution would suddenly flash upon him, 
"Ay, ay, ay," he would then exclaim, with 
some of the joy which a hunter feels when he 
has succeeded in tracking his game—"I see it 
all. We are in the month of December, and 
it's getting near Christmas," Such a solution 
of the difficulty as this—probably in this case 
the right one—would afford the keenest satisfac
tion to our friend, confirming him ia his theory 
more fixedly than ever, • 

As to his own bad intentions, Mr, Lethwaite 
had no sort of doubt about them. If he was 
sometimes put to it to discover those of others, 
being impeded by their unwillingness to come 
forward openly and acknowledge them, he had 
no such difficulty in his own case. Here, at any 
rate, was his own heart open to him. He could 
gaze down into it with piercing eyeSj and hunt 
among all its darkest corners for the vile traitor 
who sought to avoid him. There should be no 
deception here, he thought, at any rate. Alas! 
there was more deception here, perhaps, than 
anywhere else. Here, perhaps, were his sus
picions applied the most cruelly of all, Eor it 
was a good heart that he injured when he ran-

: sacked its every corner in Ins determination to 
•find out that it meant badly, and he often de
ceived himself, in a manner to which most of us 

are little prone, in arriving at conclusions in
finitely derogatory to his own better nature— 
conclusions whicli made him out a perfect villain 
in his own eyes. 

Nor did even this habit of self-suspicion tend 
altogether to sour or embitter the disposition of 
this singular individual. He had made up liis 
mind that he was incapable of doing anything 
except, at best, from a mixed motive, and he 
must just bear it. If he had had an ugly nose, 
he would say to himself, or if he had been marked 
with the small-pox, he would not have ignored 
the truth, or smashed the looking-glass that told 
him of the fact; and so it should be with the 
defects of his character. At least he would face 
them. And he did face them, and, in doin^ so, 
in hunting out these half-chimerical deformities 
and disfigurements, he lost sight entirely of a 
hundred rare and unselfish qualities which any 
unprejudiced person would have been able to 
point out to him. 

On the morning with which w© are now con
cerned, Mr, Julius Lethwaite sat in his chambers 
reading the newspaper after breakfast, and ex
pecting a visit from his confidential clerk. Mr. 
Lethwaite was a good-looking, though not what 
is called a handsome man. He was rather tall, 
and rather thin, he had no colour, and though 
his features were irregular, his was yet a per
fectly successful appearance ; more so than that 
of many a man who is called—and on examina
tion really is—handsome. He was not liable to 
disastrous chances as; regarded his personal ap
pearance—and by this it is meant that he did 
not freckle, that he never had a red nose, that 
he did not splutter forth into fits of laughter, 
though he had a sufficiently keen sense, of 
humour, as was evidenced by tha lines of his 
mouth, and a little wrinkle near one corner of 
that feature which was permanent, and very full 
of expression. He was older than his friend 
Gilbert by many years, and had reached years of 
discretion; by which I mean that he was now 
thirty-five>, ,-''••' 

The room in which our cynic was seatedwas an 
essentially comfortable one. There were hardly 
any chairs but easy ones. There were striped 
Arab curtains to the windows. There were 
plenty of books on the book-shelves, periodicals, 
and newspapers everywhere, a blazing fire, and 
the remains of a very satisfactory breakfast on. 
tho' tabfe. In one corner of the room, close to 
a window, was a small table on which were all 
the materials used in the trade of watch-making, 
for it was one of our friend's peculiarities that he 
had a great fancy for that occupation. Indeed, 
he had been engaged off and on in the construc
tion of a watch for about eight years, and had. 
made nothing of it yet, 

Mr, Lethwaite was sitting in a large leather 
chair turned round towards the fire, and was 
taking occasional doses of the newspaper, rest
ing between whiles to reflect; an occupation 
which I can strongly recojnmend. to those .who . 
have got nothing to do, •; ::-

" i cannot think," he said to himself, in the 
course of one of these pauses, " I cannot think. 

2^ 
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what can make this man," and he mentioned the 
name of a well-known philanthropist, " give up 
his time to such infinitely disagreeable pursuits 
as poking about in poor neighbourhoods, in
haling nasty smells, encountering nasty sights, 
talking to people an inch thick in dirt, and full 
of disease into the bargain, so that he runs the 
risk of infection continually, when he really is 
not obliged to do any of these things. It is 
very extraordinary—most extraordinary," he 
continued, musingly. " I'll tell you what," he 
went on, sitting up suddenly in his chair, " it 
must be that he likes it. There's no other way 
of accounting for it. He likes bad smells and 
horrible sights—that's it, I knew a man once 
who liked having his teeth out. Just as I like 
watch-making—and then these people flatter 
him, and " 

Here he was interrupted in his refiections by 
a lively tap at the door, and ou his calling to 
the tapper to come in, a little man, about sixty 
years of age, with twinkling spectacles, came 
briskly into the room, smiHng and bowing, and 
pulling off his brown gloves as he advanced 
towards the fireplace. 

" Good morning, sir, good morning," said the 
little man, as Lethwaite rose and shook him by 
the hand. " Studying our commercial interests 
in the newspapers, I see. Can't do better, sir. 
Can't do better." 

He was a small, neat, highly-finished old man 
this, with eyes that were very bright, and beamed 
kindly over his glasses, while his mouth, wliich, 
when he was not speaking, was tightly closed, 
was ornamented with a continual placid smUe, 
He was buttoned up tightly in a small great
coat, if the expression may be permitted, and 
had left a pair of goloshes on the mat outside, 
so that his shoes were as clean as if he had just 
come out of his bedroom, though it was a muddy 
day outside notwithstanding. His name was 
comfortable, like his appearance. It was Good
rich—Jonathan Goodrich. 

" Nothing of the sort, Goodrich, nothing of 
the sort," replied his patron, in allusion to the 
strong commercial feeling which the man of 
business had given him credit for. "On the 
contrary, I was reading just what came upper
most, and especially all the most frivolous 
matter that I could by any possibility pick out. 
Why don't you sit down ?" 

" Ah! never tell me," returned the little man, 
obeying his employer's suggestion. " Never tell 
me. You wouldn't be able to give such im
portant hints as you do in connexion with the 
business, if you didn't give your attention to 
commerce, ay, and that pretty closely too, sir. 
But oh, sir \ how I do wish that you'd come 
down now and then to the office, and superintend 
thmgs a bit yourself. There's many a question 
turns up there in the course of the day which 
I aui't competent to give an opinion on, and then 
Mr, Gamlin he acts in it on his own responsi
bility, and it isn't right, sir. It isn't, indeed, for 
you're the principal, as you know ; it's * Leth
waite and Gamlin,' and not ' Gamlin and Leth
waite ' " 

" But, my dear Goodrich," urged the sleeping 
partner, "you know it's to Mr, Gamlin's interest 
to engage only in what's profitable to the firm, 
just as much as it's mine," 

"Ah, sir, that's all very well, but you ou|ht 
to be on the spot, sir, indeed yon ought, for 
there isn't always time, when a question has to 
be answered, for me to come up here and put it 
before you; and then, as I said, Mr. Gamlin has 
to act simply on his own responsibility—and 
he's too fond of speculating, sir, that's what I 
say, and too fond of American securities, and 
it's a country, is America, where you may have 
a crash at any time, and then where are you? 
That's what I say, sir," 

" Aud you speak with considerable prudence, 
no doubt, my good Jonathan, though with too 
much mistrust of your namesakes over the 
water. But you may depend upon it that Mr. 
Gamhn knows well enough what he's about." 

"Well, then, Mr, Julius," the old clerk went 
on, " he's been and bought up ever so much 
American cotton, and it's left there in warehouse, 
and it's dangerous, sir, you may depend upon 
it, with things looking so queer over there. And 
now he's proposing to buy I don't know how 
many bales more, and I thought that transac
tions on such a scale ought not to go on, and 
you, the head partner, knowing nothing about 
it. So I thought I'd just step round and speak 
to you on the subject, and warn you of what's 
going on, sir, and that we are involved much 
too deeply in these American undertakings," 

"Well, Goodrich, I am disposed to think 
you're right in that idea, and I authorise you, 
if there is still time, to enter my protest against 
any further transactions with the Yankees just 
at present," 

"There, now!" cried the old man, triumph
antly, "there's an opinion worth having. 
Nobody like the head of the firm for right 
thinking and right acting. That's what I say." 

" Don't give me credit for it, you old goose," 
replied the patron, good humouredly; "you 
know that it was your own idea, and that you 
are praising yourself all this time." 

" Nothing of the sort, sir—^nothing of the 
sort. You come in and knock the nail on the 
head directly you take the hammer in hand. 
Ah, sir, if you would but make the Leth
waite, in ' Lethwaite and Gamlin,' the working 
partner instead of the sleeping partner, we 
might do then," 

" Nonsense, Groodrich, nonsense; we do very 
well as it is. I should spoil everything; and 
do remember, once for all, my good friend, that 
it's Mr, Gamlin's interest as much as mine that 
we should prosper; and there's nothing hke 
self-interest," 

" I don't know that, sir," replied Jonathan, 
doggedly, 

"You do, you aggravating old rascal; yOU 
know that everything's done m this world with 
a selfish motive," 

" I don't know anything of the kind, sir." 
"Yes you do." 
" No I don't. And I'll tell you what, su-, 
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as I've often told you before, that the sooner you 
get these notions out of your head the better, 
i'or they're misleading jrou, sir, if you'd allow 
me the liberty of saying so. Why, do you 
mean to tell me, Mr. Julius, that when I had 
that long illness, and Mr. Gamlin thought it 
was useless keeping me on, as I couldn't at
tend to my duties, and you came forward and 
insisted that I should be left in my post,—do 
you mean to tell me that that was done with a 
selfish motive ?" 

" Yes I do. You're obstinate, and unma
nageable, and pig-headed ; but, in spite of all 
that, you are useful to me, and you under
stand me, and you may depend upon it that 
that was at the bottom of̂  any effort I may 
have made to keep you in your place." 

" Ah, sir, it's no use talking to you, as I well 
know," replied the old boy, in a despairing tone ; 
" and I suppose it was with the same selfish 
motive that you came to look after me so 
often ?" 

" Why, of course it was," 
"And that you brought all sorts of good 

things, like fowls and jellies ?" 
" The same motive, beyond a doubt," 
" And sherry wine ?" 
"Always the same, Jonathan, always the 

same, I wanted you, and was anxious to see 
you back at your desk, so of course I did what 
I could to get your strength up," 

"There, there, sir, I've done. And now, 
with your leave, I'll take my departure," 

" Not till you've had a glass of that same 
' sherry wine,' Jonathan, which did you so much 
good before," 

" Not a drop, sir, not a drop. At this time 
of day ! why, I should be good for nothing all 
the afternoon. No, sir, I'll just go back to 
the office as fast as I can, and express the views 
with which you've kindly favoured me. So 
good morning, Mr. Julius, good morning. And 
may you think better of it, sir, and come down 
and pay us a visit in the City before many days 
are over." And the old clerk trotted away 
through the great bustling town, with a coimte-
nance in which, were depicted great cunning 
and importance. Eor was he not the deputed 
agent of the head partner in Lethwaite and 
Gamlin's ? Did he not actually represent the 
principal in the firm ? And was he not now con
veying a message from no less a person than 
Mr, Julius Lethwaite to no less a person than 
Mr. Morley Gamlin ? 

So the old boy might well wear an appearance 
of astuteness and mystery, as indeed he did, 
looking on the passers-by with a feeling almost 
of commiseration for their lot in not being 
engaged hke himself in matters of so much 
moment. 

Meanwhile, his employer had sunk back once 
more in his great leathern chair, and had fallen 
into one of his accustomed reveries, " I won
der," he said to himself, " what can make that 
old fellow so much in earnest about my affairs ? 
Is it gratitude for what he was talking of just 
now—gratitude for the sherry and the calf's-

foot jelly—a real interest in my welfare ? Ah, 
I wish i could think so, but I'm afraid it won't 
do. His own interest is bound up with mine; 
if I prosper, he prospers; if I go down, he goes 
down. It's no use trying to ignore it, that 
diabolical self-interest shows itself everywhere, 
and ruins everything," He sat a little while 
longer occupied with similar reflections, and 
then he started up suddenly and prepared to 
go out, 

" I'll go and pay Cornelius Vampi a visit," 
he said, as he put on his hat, " and get some 
philosophy out of him," 

Eor it must be known that Mr. Lethwaite 
and Cornelius Vampi were great allies. 

GRANDEATHERS AND GRAND
MOTHERS, 

To my thinking, the most interesting periods 
of human life are the two extremes—infancy 
and old age. There is nothing on earth so pure, 
so beautiful, so innocent, so kissable, as a bright-
eyed, laughing, dimpled baby; nothing except a 
very old man, sans eyes, sans taste, sans teeth, 
sans everything but a good conscience and a 
sound heart, 

I often \^ish that Shakespeare had not put 
that speech-picture of life into the mouth of 
Jacques, Jacques was a melancholy man, and 
took a melancholy view of things. If he had 
not been a misanthrope, a baby might have pre
sented itself to his mmd as chuckling and crow
ing in his nurse's arms, and not as nmling and 
puking. In like manner, he might have drawn 
a pleasant picture of a green and happy old age,, 
instead of insisting so much upon leanness and 
slippers and shrunken shanks. The seven ages, as 
Jacques depicts them, may be in accordance with 
a certain rule of life ; but, for my part, I have met 
with many beautiful exceptions, and I love to 
dwell upon them. It has been my good fortune 
to know many old men, who, after the toil and 
strife of life, retained all the original innocence 
and simplicity of their earliest childhood, I have 
seen them—and I can see them now—sitting 
in their easy-chairs, their gums as innocent of 
teeth, and their heads as innocent of hair, as when 
they lay in their mothers' laps—sitting there 
biding the Lord's good time patiently and cheer
fully, while sons and daughters and grandsons 
and granddaughters hovered about them, and 
patted them and smoothed their pillows, and 
spoke to them in those simple words which seem 
as well adapted to the old man as to the chUd. 
There is a purifying influence in old age which 
we all recognise. We may know that the old 
man has led a wicked life; but when old age 
comes upon him, wrinkling his brow, blanching 
his hair, and bowing him to the earth, it seems 
as if he had been redeemed and purified by Time. 
I can understand why the patriarchs prayed so 
frequently and so earnestly for length of days ; 
prayed for life until the passions and the vanities 
of human nature should have passed over like a 
cloud, leaving the heart to beat its last throb on 

y. 
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the peaceful shore of eternity. I t always seems 
to me that at fourscore a man is neither in this 
world nor in the next, but that he is in a posi
tion between the two, and can look calmly npon 
both. 

I wonder if I am right in my impression that 
very old men are mostly cheerful. I hope I am; 
for I love to think so. It is pleasant to believe 
that human nature can work out its own purifi
cation on earth and return to its original inno
cence, with only such sins on its head as it can
not help and is not responsible for. Right or 
wrong it is certain that this is the impression 
whicli most of us have of persons in extreme 
old age. We fondle them as we fondle children, 
we talk to them as we lead them about by the 
hand, as their parents talked to them when they 
were first learning to walk. They need help and 
care now just as they needed them then. There 
is grandfather sitting in his chair by the fire, 
seeing things dimly, hearing things vaguely, as 
he saw and heard from his mother's knee. And 
we sit by and talk of him as if he did not hear 
us aud understand what we say. " Poor old 
grandfather," we say, looking towards him; " he 
IS failing very much. He can't see to read now 
even with his specs, and that is a great depriva
tion to him. But he is cheerful for all that. 
Ain't you, grandfather dear ?" 

And the dear old baby knows by the sound of 
your voice and the look that you direct towards 
him that you are addressing him; and he en
deavours to guess your meaning, and says some
thing in reply, accompanying it with a pleasant 
chuckle, to signify that he is quite happy. 

He drops his handkerchief or his spectacles, 
just as a baby drops its spoon or its ivory ring, 
and you go and pick them up and put them back 
into his old hand, patting him on his bald head, 
and making him comfortable in his chair. As 
he sits there mumbling, and gazing with his 
viewless eyes into the fire, you wonder if that 
feeble old man could ever have been the rest
less, fidgety, madcap schoolboy, the ardent lover 
sighing like furnace, the fierce soldier, bearded 
like the pard, full of strange oaths, seeking the 
bubble reputation at the cannon's mouth? 
Where be his pranks now, where his sighs, his 
big loud voice ? All these things have passed 
away like a dream, and in old age he awakes 
again to infancy. 

I think it must be pleasant to sit upon the 
last shore thus and wait for the boat, not im
patient for, neither dreading its coming, pleasant 
to hear the plash of the oars and the distant 
song of the rowers as they come to bear you 
away to that golden land where youth is eternal, 
I should find it difficult to talk of old grand
fathers otherwise than in this strain, for I have 
never known an old grandfather who, whatever 
his previous life, did not wear an aspect of 
innocence. Age is not altogether unkind. 
While it withers the beauty it also expunges the 
traces of the evil passions. The film that comes 
over the eye is a veil to hide the glare of anger; 
the wrinkles that score the brow are strokes of 
Time's pen designed to obliterate the frown and 

the scowl that Passion has written there so 
boldly, I can recal many grandfathers who 
were a practical testimony to the soundness df 
the theory which I have just broached with i-e-
gard to the purifying influence of age, I v&. 
member one, a little feeble, cheery, mtnf. 
hearted old fellow, who had been a terrible Turk 
in his young days. He had been passionate, 
imperious, violent, a constant source of trouble 
to his wife, and a terror to his children. When 
he became an old grandfather he was trans
formed into the most docile creature imaginable. 
His own httle grandchildren could rule hira and 
make him do just as they liked. 

" Do you remember, grandfather," one of 
them would say, " when you used to give it to 
your boys all -round with the horsewhip ?" 

" No, no, my dear," he would answer, "I 
hope I never did that," 

" Oh, but you did, grandfather, and grand
mother says you used to get drunk and break; 
the chimney ornaments," 

" Oh, fie, fie, no, my dear,'' says the old man, 
" it couldn't have been me, it must have been 
somebody else," 

And granny strikes in and affirms that he did 
the deed, completely smashing two china shep
herdesses that hadbeeninthefamilyforacentury. 
Which relation sends the old man into a fit of 
laughter so hearty and good humoured that you 
cannot conceive lie could ever have been capable 
of the violent conduct imputed to him, I dare 
say he can scarcely beheve it himself now, when 
age has cast the devil out of him, 

I remember another grandfather whose ninety-
second birthday was celebrated not many years 
ago in the house of his granddaughter. He was 
a picture of aged innocence, gentle, patient, 
affectionate, and docile as a child. But he had 
been, as he himself confessed with a sigh, a 
*'roarer" in his day—a sad dog among the wo
men, sir, a six-bottle man, a beater ofthe watch, 
a night-brawler, a swaggerer, ever ready to eat 
fire and resent the slightest insult with lead or 
steel. 

And there he was, on his ninety-second birth
day, propped up at table, with a napkin tied' 
round his neck. The swaggerer, who was so 
ready with sword and pistol, cannot now b̂  
trusted with a knife and fork. His food has ^ 
been cut up for him, and he is eating it with a' 
spoon. The six-bottle man is meekly drinking' 
toast-and-water, weakly flavoured "with brandŷ ' 
from a mug. He cannot grasp a tumbler now,, 
and finds it convenient to have a drinking vessel 
with a handle. He who had been a sad dog among 
the women, sir, and ruined so many reputations^ i 
grows faint before the feast is over, and feebly 
calls to his granddaughter to come and support 
him. And there he lies, like a weak child, 
nestling his palsied head on her bosom— t̂he gay 
Lothario ! 

I sometimes wonder what is meant by the 
commandment which says, "Honour thy father 
and thy mother: that thy days may be long w 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.' 
Does it mean that they who honour father and 



Charles DickenB.] ALL THE YEAR ROUND. [September 80,1865.] 2 2 7 

mother will live long? Can it be that those 
otherwise wicked persons, who live to be happy 
old grandfathers, attain length of days because, 
in their youth, they honoured their fathers and 
mothers ? It is pleasant to think so, pleasant 
to see how bread thus early cast upon the waters 
comes back, after many days, to the generous 
hand which originally bestowed it. How seldom 
do we meet on the highway of life with a grey
headed grandfather trudging the last miles of the 
-journey, friendless and alone. Nearly always 
lie has children or grandchildren by his side to 
ease his burden, and take him by the hand, and 
help him up when he faints by the way. 

With regard to grandmothers ! Is it not a 
-fact that we are accustomed to associate a Cer
tain idea of worldhness and selfishness—of 
wickedness, in fact—with grandmothers, which 
does not arise in our minds when we picture to 
ourselves an aged grandfather ? We are in
debted, in a great measure, to the novel writers 
for this impression ; but we have no reason to 
question the faithfulness of the picture. We 
rarely have the idea of a wioked old grandfather, 
but we often, I am afraid, have the idea of a 
wicked old grandmother. There is the popular 
ideal of the wicked old woman in a wig, walking 
with a crutch-stick, match-making for worldly 
goods, scheming, lying, telling improper stories, 
gambling at cards, and cheating sometimes. Is 
it a true picture, a faithful likeness ? I am 
afraid sometimes it is. There are good grand
mothers, of course; but there are bad ones, and 
they are more often bad than the grandfathers. 
But we must make reasonable allowance for 
them, A man in his young and middle-age 
days can have his fling, his fill of pleasure. He 
can sow his wild oats to the last grain. The 
wide scope of his indulgence enables him to see 
the folly of things. Not so with a woman. Her 
young (iays are a period of restraint; her married 
life is one of subjection. If she be wickedly in
clined, it is not until she becomes an old grand
mother that she can have her fling. The old 
grandfather has done with the froward ways of 
the world, the old grandmother begins to take 
them in hand. 

There are certain outwatd attributes of the 
grandmother which accord with this view of her 
character. While the old grandfather humbly 
bows his bald head or blanched hair to the 
stroke of Time, the old grandmother endeavours 
to bear up against him with a wig or a false 
front. She is a skittish creature sometimes, and 
will go out into the field when the harvest is 
fully ripe, and coquette with the old gentleman 
who wields the scythe. She beguiles him to 
drop his gleaming blade and sit down beside 
her, and she is quite free with him, and taps 
him over his old knuckles with her fan. This 
grandmother tricks herself into the belief that 
the old man will continue polite, and will not 
suddenly rise up, take his weapon in hand, and 
cut her down with the rest. And so she goes 
on pursuing worldly traffic to the very last. 
This, of course, is only true of some old women; 
but it is true of them all, that they are more 

troubled about the world's affairs than men; 
that when they are disposed to any vice, they 
follow it with a stronger passion; that when 
they are the victims of any weakness, they are 
more completely under its influence. Avarice 
has been called a good old gentlemanly vice. It 
is rather, I think, a good old gentlewomanly 
vice. There is an extreme period of age when 
a man drops the money-bags; but a woman 
clings to them to the last, and wUl die with her 
fingers clutching them. Not that she is natu
rally more avaricious than man, but her life of 
dependence has filled her with au inordinate 
dread of poverty. She is afraid of being alone 
and friendless, without money. The old man 
has not this dread. At a certain stage he cares 
little what becomes of him. He will go to the 
workhouse cheerfully, while the woman will, of 
all last resources, avoid that. 

The drop of dew which glistens under the 
sunlight like a diamond, reveals under the micro
scope a mass of writhing, wriggling worms, fear
some to look at. Let us then stand a little 
back from our grandfathers and grandmothers. 
Let us shut up the microscope and view them 
under the sun. Going down the hill together 
hand in hand, they are a spectacle to fill the 
heart with gratitude to Heaven that such a 
peaceful fate is man's on earth. What a privi
lege for a grown man to have an aged grand
father and grandmother!—to be their stay and 
support in their old days, to stand by at last 
and close their eyes. What happiness to the 
aged to be thus lovingly tended, and have their 
own old care repaid to them. Truly, length of 
days are a blessed portion to old people, who 
live to see their children and their children's 
children spring up around them with a constant 
increase of affection—giving assurance that man 
can never die, and love can never fade. 

HALF A MILLION OF MONEY. 
BT THE ATJTHOE OF " B A E B A E A ' S HISTOET," 

CHAPTER MV. HOW THE EAEL SPED IN HIS 
•WOOING, 

IT was a hurried, uncomfortable afternoon at 
Castletowers, and Signor Colonna's visitor had 
brought nothing but confusion to the house. 
The news was really important news to those 
whom it concerned; but there was nothing 
which Lady Castletowers disliked so much as 
excitement, nothing in her eyes so undignified 
as haste, and she was therefore not a little dis
pleased by this sudden breaking up of her 
party. It was nothing to her that Garibaldi 
was in occupation of Palermo. It was nothing 
to her that an armistice had been concluded 
with the Neapolitan government, or that the 
army would be Hkely to march next in the di
rection of Messina. She only knew that the 
Walkingshaws and Miss Hatherton were coming 
to dine with her that very day; that Signor 
Montecueuli would make one too many at the 
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table; and that the departure of the Colonnas 
immediately after dinner would spoil the even
ing. 

In the mean while Signor Colonna was deep 
in consultation with the new comer; Olimpia, 
assisted by one ofthe maids, was busy packing her 
father's books and papers ; the Earl was wander
ing disconsolately to and fro, seeking his oppor
tunity ; and Saxon Trefalden, mounted on his 
swiftest thorough-bred, was galloping towards 
the hills, determined to leave a clear field for 
his friend, and not to come back till the first 
dinner-bell should be ringing. 

At length, as the afternoon wore on, the Earl 
grew tired of waiting about the drawing-rooms 
and staircase, and sought Olimpia in her father's 
quarters. There he found her, not in Colonna's 
own den, but in the room immediately beneath it, 
kneeling before a huge army trunk more than 
half filled with pamphlets, letters, despatches, 
maps, and documentary lumber of every de
scription. More books and papers littered the 
floor and table, and these the servant was dust
ing previous to their being sorted and tied up 
by Miss Colonna. 

" Can I be of any service ?" asked the Earl, 
as he peeped in through the half-opened door. 

Olimpia looked up with a pleasant smile. 
"Are you really in want of something to 

do ?" said she. 

may help to sort these papers, 
are some dozens of last year's 

arrange those according to can 

" Greatly." 
" Then you 

Among them 
reports. You 
date, and tie them up in parcels of about 
eighteen or twenty," 

The Earl set about his task with much seem
ing alacrity. 

" We owe Montecueuli a grudge for this," he 
said, presently, " Who would have thought 
this morning at breakfast that you would strike 
your tents and flee away into the great London 
desert before night ?" 

" Who would have thought that we should 
have such glorious cause for breaking up our 
camp ?" retorted Olimpia, with enthusiasm, 

" No one, indeed. And yet I wish the news 
had not travelled quite so quickly," 

" Good news cannot fly too fast," replied 
Olimpia. " I scarcely dare trust myself to 
think what the next may be." 

" At least, do not hope too much." 
" Nay, I have desponded long enough, Hope 

has been for so many years a forbidden luxury, 
that I feel as if I could not now drink of it too 
deeply, I hope all things, I expect all things. 
I believe that the hour is come at last, and that 
miracles will be accomphshed within the next 
few months," 

The Earl, thinking more of his ovm hopes and 
fears at that moment than of Italy or the Italians, 
wished with all his heart that a miracle could be 
accomphshed then and there for the translation 
of the housemaid to any convenient planet, 

" I should not be surprised," continued 
Olimpia, "if I heard to-morrow that Garibaldi 
was in Messina—or that he had crossed the 

straits, and carried Naples by a coup de 
main!" 

" Nor I," replied Castletowers, abstractedly. 
And then for a few moments they were both 

silent. In the midst of their silence, a bell rang 
long and loudly in some part of the offices 
below, 

"What bell is that?" asked the Earl, who 
had heard it thousands of times in the course of 
his home-life, and knew its import perfectly. 

"It 's the servants' hall bell, my lord," re-
plied the housemaid, 

" And what does it mean, then—the servants' 
tea?" 

"Yes, my lord," 
Olimpia took the Earl's little bait imme

diately, 
" You need not mind the rest of those papers 

now, Jane," she said, good naturedly, "Go 
down at once, and come back when you have 
had tea," 

Whereupon the housemaid, duly grateful, left 
the room. 

And now Lord Castletowers had only to 
speak. The coveted opportunity was his at 
last; but it was no sooner his than he lost his 
presence of mind, and found himself without a 
word to say. 

Presently Olimpia looked up, and spoke 
again, 

"How hard a thing it is," said she, "to be a 
woman—a mere woman ! How hard to sit down 
tamely, day after day, listening to the echoes of 
the battle-field—listening and waiting!" 

" I am very glad you are listening from so 
safe a distance," 

" And I pray that that distance may soon be 
lessened," she retorted, quickly, " We shall 
undoubtedly go to Genoa in the course of the 
next fortnight; and if my father crosses to 
Sicily, I do not mean to be left behind," 

" But the Mediterranean swarms with Nea
politan war-steamers 1" exclaimed the Earl. 

Olimpia smiled, 
" Besides, of what service could you be when 

there ? You will perhaps say that you can do 
hospital work; but the hospitals do not want 
you. Ten per cent of our volunteers are medical 
men, and I will venture to say that every woman 
in Sicily is a willing nurse." 

" I would do any work that my head or hands 
could be trusted to perform," said she; " whether 
it were at the desk, or the bedside. Oh, that I 
could give my blood for the cause!" 

"Men give their blood," replied the Earl; 
" but women the tears that make death sweet, 
and the smiles that make victory worth acbiev-

Olimpia's lip curled scornfully. 
" Our soldiers have nobler "ends at stake than 

women's smiles!" said she. 
The Earl was in despair. Nothing that he 

had said seemed to find favour with Miss Co
lonna, and all this time the minutes were slipping 
away—the precious minutes for which there 
would be no recal. 

" True friend to the cause as I am, OUmpia," 
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said he, desperately, "if I were to go out, it 
would be as much for your sake as for the sake 
of your country; but I hope you would not 
scorn my sword for that reason." 

Miss Coloima was taken by surprise. She 
had never been blind to the young man's admi
ration; but, having tacitly discouraged it for so 
long, she had taken it for granted that he would 
not venture on a declaration. Even now, though 
he had spoken words which could bear no other 
interpretation, she determined to put the thing 
aside, and prevent him, if possible, from speak
ing more plainly. And yet her heart stirred 
strangely when he called her by her name! 

"Yours is almost the only sword we should 
decline to enlist on any terms. Lord Castle
towers," she replied, gravely, " You are an 
only son, and the last inheritor of a noble name. 
Your duties lie here." 

"You would not think thus if I were an 
Italian?" 

" Certainly not. I should then say that your 
first duty was to your country," 

The Earl came and stood before her, pale and 
earnest, and not to be turned from his pur-
.pose. 

" Hear me, Olimpia," he said, passionately, 
" I love you, and you know that I love you, I 
have loved you for more than four years, I will 
not say that I have dared to hope. If I had 
hoped, I should not, perhaps, have kept silence 
so long; but I may have thought that you read 
my secret, and that silence might plead for me 
more eloquently than words, I know how heavy 
the chances are against me—I have weighed 
them all, long since, I know that he who would 
aspire to your hand must love your Italy as if 
he were a son of the soil, must throw in his for
tunes with her fortunes, and deserve you through 
his devotion to her cause, I also know that the 
man who had done all this would only have ful
filled those primary conditions without which 
the humblest red-shirt in Garibaldi's wake would 
stand a better chance than himself. Am I not 
right ?" 

"Perfectly; but ';. 
" Do not reply yet, I implore you! You say 

that I have duties here. I t is true; and I am 
prepared to fulfil them to the utmost, I wiU 
settle this house and half my income on my 
mother for her life. All else that is mine, land, 
revenue, strength of body and will, personal in
fluence, hfe itself, shall be Italy's. Your country 
shall be my country—your people, my people— 
your God, my God, Can I say more, except 
that I love you ? That, deeply and dearly as I 
love you now, I believe from my soul I shall 
love you better still in years to come. In my 
eyes you will never be less young or less beau
tiful. Should sorrow or sickness come upon 
you, I will do all that man may do to cherish 
and comfort you. If you are in peril, I will die 
defending you. The love of my youth will be 
the love of my age; and what you are to me 
now, Olimpia, whether you reject or accept me, 
that you will be till my last hour !" 

He paused. His manner, even more than his 

words, had been intense and eager, and now 
that his passionate appeal was all poured out, 
he waited for his sentence. 

And Olimpia? Did she listen unmoved? 
She strove hard to do so; but she could not 
quite control the colour that came and went, 
or the tears that would not be stayed. One 
by one, as his pleading grew more earnest, they 
had slipped slowly over the dark lashes and 
down the oval cheek; and the Earl, who had 
never seen her shed a tear before, believed for 
one wild moment that his cause was won. 

Her first words undeceived him. 
" I am very sorry for this. Lord Castle

towers," she said; and her voice, which was a 
little tremulous at first, became steady as she 
went on. " I would have given much that these 
words had never been spoken; for they are 
spoken in vain, I believe that you love me 
sincerely, I believe that I have never been so 
well loved—that I shall never be so well loved 
again; but—I cannot marry you." 

" You will, at least, give me a reason !" 
" To what end ? That you might combat it ? 

Do not ask it, my lord. Nothing that I could 
tell, nothing that you could say, would alter my 
decision," 

The Earl turned his face aside. 
" This is cruel," he said. " I have not de

served it." 
" Heaven knows that I do not mean it so," 

rephed Olimpia, quickly, " I should be more 
or less than woman if I did not regret the loss 
of such a heart as yours," 

" You have not lost it, OUmpia," he repUed, 
brokenly, " You wUl never lose it. With me, 
once is always." 

She clasped her hands together, like one in 
pain, 

" Oh, that it were not so!" she exclaimed, 
" Are you, then, sorry for me ?" 
"Bitterly—bitterly!" 
" And yet you cannot love me ?" 
Olimpia was silent. 
Again the hope fiashed upon him—again he 

broke into passionate pleading, 
" I used to think once—madly, presumptu

ously, if you will—that you were not quite so 
indifferent to me as you have been of late. Was 
I mistaken in so thinking ? Or is it possible 
that I have done anything to lessen your re
gard ? Have I ever offended you ? Or pained 
you ? Or manifested my admiration too openly ?" 

"Never—never," 
"Then, did you never care for me? Eor 

Heaven's sake, teU me this before we part," 
Olimpia became ashy pale and leaned upon 

the table, as if her strength were faiUng her, ,; 
" Lord Castletowers," she said, slowly, "yott 

have no right to press me thus," 
" Not when the happiness of my whole life is 

at stake ? Give me but the shadow of a hope, 
and I will be silent 1" 

" I cannot," 
The Earl put his hand to his forehead in a 

bewildered way, 
. " I don't seem as if I could believe it," he 

Jl 
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said, "But—if I only knew why, perhaps it 
would not be so hard to bear," 

Miss Colonna looked down, and for 'some 
moments neither spoke nor stirred. At length 
she said: 

"IwiUtellyou why;. Lord Castletowers, if 
you must know. It is possible that I may 
never marry; but if I do, it must be to one 
who can do more for Italy tlian yourself. Are 
you satisfied ?" 

The young man could not trust himself to 
speak. He only looked at her; and a dark ex
pression came into his face—such an expression 
as Olimpia had never seen it wear till that 
moment, 

" Earewell," sbe said, almost imploringly, and 
put out her hand, 

"Earewell," he replied, and, having held it 
for a moment in his own, disengaged it gently, 
and said no more. 

She remembered afterwards how cold her 
own hand was, and how dry and hot was the 
palm in which it rested. 

But a few moments later, and she was kneel
ing by her bedside in her own far-away chamber, 
silent and self-reUant no longer, but wringing 
her hands with a woman's passionate sorrow, 
and crying aloud: 
• " Oh, that he could have lookedinto my heart 
—that he could only have known how I love 
him!" 

CHAPTER LV. AT ABM'S LENGTH. 

THEEE was no superfiuous guest at Lady 
Castletowers' table, after all; for Miss Colonna 
excused herself on the plea of severe headache, 
and Signor Motecuculi opportunely filled her 
place. But the dinner proved an effet manque, 
notwithstanding. The Earl, though as host 
he strove to do his best, played the part lan
guidly, and was bitterly sad at heart. Saxon, 
who had come in covered with dust and foam 
about five minutes before the dinner was 
served, looked weary and thoughtful, and all 
unlike his own joyous self. Giulio Colonna, 
fuU of Itahan politics, was indisposed for con
versation. And so, what with Olimpia's ab
sence, and what with that vague sense of dis
comfort inseparable frorn any kind of parting 
or removal, a general dreariness pervaded the 
table. 

Miss Hatherton, however, was lively and 
talkative, as usual. Eluding Saxon unwontedly 
silent, she consoled herself with the stranger, 
and questioned Signor Montecueuli about Sicily 
and Naples, Calatafimi, Palermo, Garibaldi, and 
Victor Emmanuel, to her heart's content. 

In the mean while, Colonna, sitting at Lady 
Castletowers' left hand, had been lamenting 
the non-fulfilment of certain of his plans, 

" I had hoped," he said, in a low tone, "that 
something would have come of it ere this," 

" And I had hoped it too, dear friend—for 
your sake," replied Lady Castletowers, benevo
lently. 

" I had made certain that, knowing how un

expectedly we are caUed away, he would have 
spoken to-day; but, on the contrary, he ordered 
out his horse quite early, and has been in the 
saddle aU day." 

" That looks strange," 
** Very strange. I wish to Heaven we could 

have remained with you one week longer." 
"But it is not too late to reverse your 

plans." 
Colonna shook his head, 
" I can no more reverse them," he said, 

" than I can reverse the order of the planets." 
" Then leave Olimpia with me. She is not fit 

to go up to town this evening," 
"Thanks—I had already thought of that; 

but she is determined to accompany me," 
To which the Countess, who was much more 

deeply interested in procuring Miss Hatherton's 
fortune for her son than in securing a wealthy 
bridegroom for the daughter of her friend, re
plied, " I am sorry, amico," and transferred her 
conversation to Mr, Walkingshaw. 

But Colonna had not yet played his last card. 
When the ladies retired, he took the vacant seat 
at Saxon's right hand, and said -, 

" Ours is an abrupt departure, Mr, Trefalden; 
but I trust we shall see you in London," 

Saxon bowed, and murmured something about 
obligation and kindness. 

" You are yourself returning to town, I un
derstand, the day after to-morrow." 

Saxon believed he was, 
" Then you must promise to come and see us. 

You will find us, for at least the next fortnight, 
at the Portland Hotel; but after that time we 
shall probably be bending our steps towards 
Italy," 

Saxon bowed again, and passed the decanters. 
Colonna began to see that there was some

thing wrong, 
" When friends wish to ensure a meeting," 

said he, "and we are friends, I trust, Mr. 
Trefalden—their best plan is to make some 
definite appointment. Will you dine with us 
on Thursday at our hotel ?" 

" I am afraid . . . ." began Saxon. 
*' Nay, that is an ominous beginning," 
" I have been so long away from town," con

tinued the young man, somewhat confusedly, 
" and shall have so many ckims upon my time 
for the next few weeks, that I fear I must make 
no engagements," 

Giulio Colonna was utterly confounded. But 
yesterday, and this young millionnaire would 
have grasped at any straw of invitation that 
might have brought him nearer to Olimpia; 
and now . . . . Was he drawing off? Was he 
offended ? He laid his hand on Saxon's arm, 
and, bending his most gracious smile upon him, 
said: 

" I wUl not part from you thus, my dear sir. 
Those who serve my country serve me; and you 
have been so munificent a benefactor to our 
cause, that you have made me your debtor for 
life. I will not, therefore, suffer you to drop 
away into the outer ranks of mere acquaintance
ship. I look upon you as a friend, and as a 

^ 
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friend you must promise to break bread vsith me 
before I leave England," 

Saxon would have given the best thorough
bred in his stables—^nay, every horse that he 
possessed, and the mail phaeton into the bargain! 
—only to know at that moment how the Earl 
had prospered in his wooing. Being ignorant, 
however, on this point, he made the best reply 
he could, under the ctrcumstances. 

" I will dine with you, if I can, Signor 
Colonna," he said, bluntly, "At aU events, I 
will caU upon you at your hotel; hut, until I 
know how I am situated with—with regard to 
other friends—I can say nothing more positive," 

" Then I suppose I must try to be content," 
repUed the Italian, pleasantly; but he felt that 
Saxon Trefalden was on his guard, and holding 
him at arm's length, and, in his heart, he cursed 
the adverse power that instinct told him was at 
work against hira. 

Later in the evening, when they were all 
gone, and Lady Castletowers had retired, and 
Saxon remained the only guest in the house, the 
two young men went down to the smoking-
salon—a large, comfortable room adjoining the 
library, and opening upon the same quiet 
garden. 

"Well?" exclaimed Saxon, eagerly, "What 
speed ?" 

The Earl closed the door before replying;. 
and then his answer was significant enough. 

" None." 
" What do you mean ?" 
" I mean, Trefalden, that the sooner that 

yacht is found and we are on the high seas, the 
better pleased I shjdl be. She has refused me." 

Despite the claims of friendship and his own 
generous resolves, Saxon's heart gave a joyous 
bound. 

" Refused you!" he said. ** On what 
grounds ?" 

The Earl flung himself into a chair, 
" On patriotic grounds," he repUed, gloomily, 
" Do you mean because you are English ?" 
"No—^nor yet because she does not love 

me; but because if she ever gives her hand in 
marriage, it must be to a man who can ' do 
more for Italy' than Gervase Wynneclyffe." 

" Do more for Italy I" repeated Saxon, 
slowly. 

"Ay^—do ycHt know what that means? 
Why, man, it means that Olimpia Colonna, with 
all her beauty, purity, and pride of birth, wiU 
some day sell herself—sell herself, wrong her 
husband, and sacrifice me— f̂or her country's 
sake! If I were as rich as you are, she would 
marry me. H you were to propose to her to
morrow, she would marry you. If you were 
old, ugly, ignorant-T-anything, in short, save a 
Bourbon or a Hapsburg—she would probably 
marry you aU the same. And yet sue loves 
me!" . \ • v i 

" Are you sure of that ?" 
" I am as certain of it as that she lives and 

breathes." 
" Did—did she admit it ?" 
" No—but she could not deny it. Besides, 

I saw it— Î felt it. There are times when all 
men are clairvoyant; and I was clairvoyant 
then." 

Saxon was silent. 
" And this is patriotism t" ejaculated Castle

towers, bitterly. " I have heard it said that 
virtues carried to excess become vices; but tUl 
now I never believed it. As for the Italian 
cause . . . . I have been a true friend to it, 
Trefalden—a true and earnest friend, as you 
weU know; but now—I hate it." 

And he ground the words out slowly between 
his teeth, as if he meant them. 

After this, they sat together with books and 
maps before them, planning many things, and 
talking far into the night. 

CHAPTEB, LTI. GOING ID NOKVAY. 

are going to Norway- •Castletowers " W E 
and I ! " 

The words were in Saxon's mouth all day 
long, and Saxon himself was living in a fever of 
preparation. The men at the Erectheum took a 
good deal of languid interest in his plans, and were 
lavish of advice in the matter of Norwegian 
travel—especiaUy those who had never crossed 
the Sfcager Rack in their Uves. And Saxon was 
grateful for it aU, buying everything that every
body recommended, and stocking himself in the 
wildest way with meat-essences, hermetieally 
preserved game and fish, solid soups, ship's 
biscuit, wines, spirits and liqueurs, fishing-
tackle, wading boots, patent tents, polyglot 
"washing-books, Swedish and Norwegian gram
mars, dictionaries and vocabularies, pocket 
telescopes, pocket microscopes, pocket re
volvers, waterproof clothing, and a thousand 
other snares of the like nature. Then, besides 
aU these, he ordered a couple of nautical suits, 
and a gorgesous log-book bound in scarlet mo
rocco, and secured by a Chubb's lock; for 
Saxon had scorned to hire his yacht—he had 
bought it, paid for it, christened it, and now 
meant to play the part of captain and owner 
thereof, under the one jurisdiction of a com
petent master. 

In all this, Mr. Laurence Greatorex had made 
himself particularly useful and obliging, having 
taken the trouble to go down with Saxon to 
Portsmouth for the purpose of introducing him 
to a ship-building acquaintance who happened, 
luckUy, to be able to help them to the very 
thing of which they were in search. It was an 
American yacht, slight and graceful as an 
American beauty; and as her owner was anxious 
to seU aud Saxon was eager to buy, the bargain 
was soon concluded. 

Then came the hiring of a competent master 
and crew; the shipping of Saxon's multitudi
nous stores; the trial trip round the Isle of 
Wight; and all the rest of those delightfully 
business-like preliminaries which make the game 
of yachting seem so much Uke earnest. And 
throughout the whole of this time, Mr. Greato
rex—who, to do him justice, was really grateful 
to his benefactor, and anxious to serve him in 
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any way not involving the repayment of a cer
tain modest loan—^posted backwards and for
wards between London and Portsmouth, helped 
Saxon through innumerable commercial diffi
culties, and proved himself an invaluable ad
viser. 

It was a busy time for Saxon. He had no 
leisure for regrets, and perhaps no overwhelming 
inclination to indulge in them, either. What 
was his disappointment, after all, compared with 
the Earl's ? A mere scratch beside a deep and 
deadly wound, Castletowers had loved Olimpia 
Colonna for four long years—Saxon had been her 
slave for about as many weeks, Castletowers had 
confessed to him, in a manly, quiet way, and 
without the slightest semblance of affectation, 
that he beUeved he should never love any other 
woman—Saxon had no such conviction; but 
felt, on the contrary, that the best love of his 
life was yet to come. All these things con
sidered, he was so grieved for his friend that he 
came to be almost ashamed of his own trouble 
—nay, was somewhat ashamed to regard his dis
appointment in the light of a trouble. OUmpia 
had never cared for him. She had cared for 
nothing but his wealth; and only for that on 
account of Italy. Miss Hatherton was right. 
She had spoken only the literal truth that ^ay, 
when she compared him to the goose that laid 
the golden eggs. It was a humiliating truth ; 
but, after all, was it not well for the goose to 
have escaped with only the loss of an egg or 
two ? So Saxon tried to be philosophic; kept 
his secret to himself; hurried on the yachting 
preparations with a wUl; and set himself to 
efface Olimpia's beautiful image from his heart 
as rapidly as possible. 

At last aU was ready. The yacht rode 
lightly at anchor in Portsmouth harbour, only 
waiting for her lord and master to embark; 
and Saxon, having made his last round of in
spection and seen that everything was in order, 
from the glittering swivel-gun on the foredeck 
to the no less brilliant pots and pans in the 
caboose, was speeding up to London, to spend 
his last evening with William Trefalden, 

" Isn't she a little beauty, Greatorex ?" said 
he. 

It was the first word that had been spoken 
since they left Portsmouth, 

" I'll tell you what it is, my dear boy," 
repUed the banker, with that engaging familiarity 
to which so many of his West-end acquaintances 
had the bad taste to object, "the Albula is just 
the tautest and trimmest little craft that ever 
scudded under canvas. If she had been built 
for you, you could not have had a better fit." 

" I wonder what Castletowers wiU say when 
he sees her ?" 

" If he has but half the taste I give him 
credit for, he wUl endorse my verdict. Do you 
meet in London or Portsmouth?" 

" In London; and go down together. We 
hope to weigh anchor about three o'clock in 
the afternoon," 

" And you wiU be away—how long ?" 
" Erom two to three months," 

_ Mr, Greatorex looked thoughtful, and lit a 
cigar, 

" If I can be useful to you while you are out 
there, Trefalden, you know you may command 
me," said he, " I mean, if you have any stocks 
or shares that you want looked after, or any 
interest got in," 

" Thank you very much," replied _ Saxon; 
" but my cousin manages aU those things for 
me. 

" Humph ! And you have no other lawyer ?" 
" Of course not." 
" Would you think it impertinent if I ask 

how he has disposed of your property ? Under-
stand, my dear boy, that I don't want you to 
tell me if you had rather not; but I should like 
to know that Mr. Trefalden of Chancery-lane 
has done the best he can for you." 

" Oh, you may take that for granted," said, 
Saxon, warmly. 

" We take nothing for granted, east of 
Temple Bar," replied Greatorex, dryly. 

But of this observation his companion took 
no notice, 

" More than half my money was left in the 
Bank of England," said he, "in government 
stock," 

" Safe; but only three per cent," remarked 
the banker, 

" And the rest is invested in—in a company." 
" In what company?" asked Greatorex, 

quickly. 
"Ah, that I may not tell you. It's a secret 

at present," 
The banker looked very grave. 
" I am sorry for that," he said. 
" Don't be sorry. It's a magnificent enter

prise—the grandest thing of the present half 
century, and a certain success. You'll hear all 
about it before long," 

" Not the South Australian diamond mines, 
I hope ?" 

"No, no," 
"Did Mr, Trefalden advise the investment ?" 
" Yes; and has put all his own money into it 

as well," 
" That looks as if he had some faith in it." 
" He has perfect faith in it. He is the com

pany's lawyer, you see, and knows aU about it," 
" And who are the directors ?" 
" Well, I believe I'm one of them," laughed 

Saxon, 
"And the rest?"_ 
" I haven't the slightest idea," 
" But yon have met them on board-days ?" 
" Never, I don't think there have been any 

board-days at present," 
The banker shook his head. 
" I don't Uke it," said he, " I tell you frankly, 

my dear boy, I don't like it," 
" I really see no reason why you should dis

like it," repUed Saxon, 
Mr, Greatorex smoked for some time in 

silence, and made no reply. After that, the 
conversation went back to the yacht; and then 
they talked about Norway, and salmon-fishing, 
and a thousand other topics connected with the 
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voyage, tUl they shook hands at parting, on the 
platform of the London terminus. 

" I wish, upon my soul, Trefalden, that you 
would entiTist me with the name of that com
pany," said the banker, earnestly. 

" I cannot," 
" I t would enable me to keep an eye on your 

interests while you are away." 
"You are most kind," replied Saxon; "but 

I have promised to keep the secret faithfuUy, 
and I mean to do so. Besides, I have absolute 
confidence in my cousin's discretion," 

The City man shrugged his shoulders signifi
cantly. 

" To teU you the blunt truth, my dear feUow," 
said he, " I would not trust William Trefalden 
one inch further than I could see him. There 
—don't look at me as if I were proposing to 
blow up the Houses of Parliament. It is a rude 
thing to say, no doubt; but I am not the only 
man Uving who is of that opinion. I don't Uke 
WilUam Trefalden. Perhaps you will say 
that I have good reason to dislike him—and 
so I have; but that is not it. I am not speak
ing now from my prejudices, but through 
my regard for you. You did a very friendly 
thing by us, in spite of your cousin; and I 
should rejoice to do something for you in re
turn." 

"Also in spite of my cousin, I suppose," 
replied Saxon, half in jest, and more than half 
in anger. " No, I thank you, Mr, Greatorex, 
You mean weU, I am sure; but you cannot 
serve me in this matter—unless by dismissing 
an unjust prejudice from your mind." 

" Wilfiil man—et csetera! Well, then, Tre
falden, good-bye, and bon voyage." 

" Good-bye, Mr. Greatorex." 
And so they parted. 

GOING TO THE "BAD." 

*' WILL you walk into my Kursaal ?" said the Sharper 
to the Flat; 

" 'Tis the richest, gayest Kursaal that evpr you 
were at. 

The way into my Kursaal is up this granite stair, 
And I've got many curious things to show you when 

you're there." 
" Oh, no, no," said the Flat, " because I've some

times heard it said, 
Ton oft, in change for golden coin, give bullets made 

of lead." 

Said the cunning Sharper to the Flat, " Dear friend, 
•what can I do 

To prove the warm and true regard I've always 
felt for you? 

I have within my Kursaal good store of all that's 
nice, 

Fm sure you're very welcome. 'Tis hot, pray take 
an ice! 

Now do walk in," the Sharper said, "for here 
you're sure to find 

A host of wealthy beauties; all the gems of woman
kind. 

I'm sure youll make a conquest there among tiieir 
flutt'ring hearts, 

For they seek for men of noble mien—for gentlemen 
of parts. 

Win freely at your pleasure from my heaps of 
glitt'ring gold, 

And find that Fortune kindly gives her favours to 
the bold!" 

" I thank you," said the stranger, " for what you're 
pleased to saj', 

And wishing you good morning now, I'll call an
other day." 

The Sharper turned him round about, and went into 
his den. 

For well he knew the silly Flat would soon come 
back again: 

So he made a corner ready at his table of roulette. 
Where, close by, a brother Sharper winning rapidly 

was set; 
Then he came out to his door again and said with 

winning wile, 
" Come, try your fortune, noble sir, and win this 

golden pile," 

Alas, alas! how very soon this very verdant Flat 
Came sidling to the Kursaal, and at the table sat;— 
"With wistful ej'es he saw the prize the cunning 

Sharper won, 
When, heedless of the web of craft that round him 

had been spun, 
Thinking only of his " noble mien," and winning 

wealth untold, 
Forgetting many brother Flats before him had been 

" sold,"— 
He staked his cash, " small by degrees and beauti

fully less,"— 
But who the end of all his hopes—his blighted 

hopes!—could guess ? 
The cunning Sharper, ambushed in his roulette-

table lair, 
Eelieved him soon of all he had, then laughed at his 

despair; 
He plucked him at his table, and he fleeced him in 

his den, 
Kednced him to a beggar, and then—drove him out 

again! 

And now, ye Flats who travel, and this sad story 
read, 

To idle, silly, flatt'ring hopes I pray you ne'er give 
heed; 

When Kursaal harpies tempt you, forget not what 
they're at. 

But take a lesson from this tale of Sharpers and the 
Flat, 

HERMIT BOB. 

" I WONDER what was the correct pattern of 
the scrip?" said my friend Bobby Lynn, 
thoughtfully, as we roamed, an idle pair, along 
the Ladies' Mile. 

"Scrip! What scrip?" 
"Bag, satchel, wallet, shoulder-thing, you 

know," said Bob. " Scrip—from the Swedish 
'skrappa'—whence we have 'gripe;' in the 
vulgar,'grab.' Any scrip. Such, for instance, 
as hermits usually carry for roots, and—and 
that sort of fun." 

" The last new thing of the scrip sort," I 
observed, "is announced by Toozeley Brothers, 
of Rose Conduit-street, as an immense improve-

y 
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ment on their celebrated Tient-Tout, which al
ready, as its name implies, held everything. 
Divided, say the Brothers, into five compart
ments, thus: a place for your dress-boots, 
slippers, and gibus, A coUar-cell. A " 

"Psha!" said Bob; " I mean the regular 
hermit machine, plain, grave, capacious, water
proof, adapted, iu short, to its sober purposes, 
and the useful and innocent pursuits of the 
contented wearer," 

" HaUo ! Are yoti going to turn solitary ?" I 
asked, with considerable surprise, 

"Harry," said Bob, " I Stop. Take 
a sweep round here. It's quieter, I have 
arrived at a very extraordinary determination. 
Although not recent, it is in a manner asso
ciated with an incident that occurred under 
your eyes not ten minutes ago. We met a 
low-bodied light-green phaeton, drawn by a 
pair of nice free-stepping things, silver harness, 
the whole conducted by a lady in a mauve 
bonnet, carrying on her whip-shaft a deUcate 
blue toadstool." 

" I remember." 
" As she shot past, and our eyes met, the 

toadstool sank between us. Noticing this, the 
spirit of mischief prompted you to remark, with 
a pretence of ignorance that would have been 
absurd if it were not malignant, *I thought 
you knew Grace Kersmere—that is, Lady Grace 
Tattershore,' ' Knew her!' I responded, using 
my chest-notes. There I stopped." 

"All this I accept as history. Proceed," 
" 7," resumed Mr. Lynn, after a deglutition, 

as if he had successfully bolted a small apple, 
" I, sir, was the tenth man jilted by that lady. 
She was, as you are aware, an heiress, in
dependent of her parents; a circumstance 
which does not, in practice, fortify the autho
rity of those parties, Grace, in fact, was accus
tomed to do pretty much as she pleased. 
Engagements were her monomania. To such a 
degree did she indulge the predilection for 
betrothment, that, at the period when I found 
an explanation absolutely necessary. Miss Kers
mere was regularly affianced to no less than 
three individuals, irrespective of a conditional 
understanding with a cousin in New Zealand, 
and an extensive range of general flirtation at 
home!" 

" Did she propose to marry the three?" 
" I cannot say," replied Bob, calmly, " Per

haps the difficulties of a threefold engagement 
might have been enough for her. Genius, 
however, will do a great deal. Accident— 
treachery, she called it—alone brought matters 
to a crisis. We three unconscious rivals, hap
pening to be all in town at the same time, it 
became expedient to appoint us our respective 
beats, morning, afternoon, evening. I was 
myself on afternoon, or croquet duty, when, 
by the merest chance, happening to drop in in 
the morning man's time, I became aware that 
she was affianced—in addition to myself and 
Ciiarley Sartorius—to Sir Talbot Tattershore 
—whom, in the perplexity arising from' this 
unlucky clash, she, unintentionally, married. 

You heard of the singular, not to say preter
natural incident, that attended the ceremony?" 

" No, I did not. What was it ?" 
" They were married, by the united efforts of 

several of the clergy, at St, Winifred's the 
Less. Just before the appointed hour, a gen
tleman, not, perhaps, strictly handsome, but of 
highly prepossessing aspect and demeanour; 
still more improved by a touch of sadness, 
accosted the pew-opener with a request for a 
seat, at a convenient distance from the altar." 

" Say frankly it was yourself." 
" Ha! WeU guessed,'" said Bob; "but you'll 

hardly foresee what follows. The pew-opener, 
after a mementos irresolution; arising perhaps 
from her knowledge of Miss Kersmere's'history, 
and a fear that I might attend, for the purpose 
of forbiddmg the banns—ended by placing me 
in a commodious pew, but slightly removed 
from the interesting scene. Scarcely was I 
seated, when I noticed a second gentleman, evi
dently preferring a similar request. He, like
wise, wore a subdued and mournful air, and the 
vergeress—probably esteeming us fit compa
nions—led the way to my pew, and introduced 
into it Jacob Protheroe—the man she was 
engaged to at Naples! WeU, sir, we had 
barely exchanged nods, when, by Jove! orn-
party was augmented by the entrance of Lord 
Edward Snitcher, and his Idng coiusin, Tom 
Preedy, who fought about her at Bi'uges, aud 
were both pinked—and jilted. Them followed 
little Contrebasso, the music-master, to whom; 
it was said Miss had given a. written contract 
of marriage. Presently, at the end of the: 
pew, I became aware of the long visage of old 
Witherspin, of the Blues; and, finally, to crown 
all, the indefatigable female hitched into the 
pew a tall ungainly youth, with large ears, 
blushing to their very tips, whom Protheroe, in 
a choked whisper, pronounced to be young 
Quentery, the son of one of Kersmere's Shrop
shire tenants, whose bucolic heart Miss Kers
mere had broken, as the Laureate hath it, 
'for pastime, ere she went to town.' There, 
sir, we sat—the pew-opener standing sentry 
over us, with a half-pitying, half-disdainful air 
—as if we had been convicts, or a batch of 
doubtful sheep in a separate pen. I have often 
wondered whether the placingus all together m 
that conspicuous position, when there were 
scores of pews vacant, was the jade's joke or not! 
Escape was out of the question, for hardly 
had young Quentery's left ear shown symptoms 
of regaining its natural hue, when its relapse 
iuto the deepest crimson announced the approach 
of the wedding-party. Grace leaned upon her 
father's arm, looking radiant as the day, and 
—(shameless flirt and jilt!) the impersona
tion of artless innocence. Whether she re
garded our presence as a compUment or other
wise, it was impossible to say. I think I know 
which party looked most fooUsh. I am sure I 
know which felt most embarrassed. As Tatter:̂  
shore led her from the altar, she suddenly stopped, 
faced round, surveyed us with one slow, sweep
ing glance of scorn, dropped a stately curtsey, 

^ 
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and vanished. At that moment, a resolution, 
already flickering in my mind, became fixed as 
fate. I determined to quit for ever the haunts 
of a social polity where such treachery as this 
can be practised without penalty or reproach— 
is tolerated, smiled at, forgiven. Harry, it is 
my intention to become, in the completest 
sense of the word, a hermit." 

" Are you in earnest ? A hermit ? My dear 
Bob, in these days " 

"Is an anachronism," interposed Mr. Lynn, 
calmly. " I will meet that as I may. But, 
Harry, an expression that has just escaped you 
reminds me of a little point. You are among 
the few who wUl be ever welcome to my cell, 
I shall take it as a great favour if you will use 
a somewhat less famiUar mode of address—no 
recluse (and I have given some attention to the 
point) having, so far as my inquiries lead, been 
usually accosted as 'Bob,' 'Bobby,' or any of 
the diminutives of that name, which I shall, on 
the contrary, extend to Roberto—Era Roberto, 
the Solitary." 

" Rely upon it, old boy " 
" Old boy," interrupted the intended hermit, 

"is open to the same objection." 
"Excuse me. But really, Lynn,, this is the 

most singular resolution. And as sudden as it 
is strange." 

" Strange,, if you Uke," said Bob, " but not 
sudden. It was my boyhood's dream." 

" Very likely. But manhood*s reality • " 
" I have made it the subject of much anxious 

consideration," said Bob, "even to the minutest 
details.. My dress, my habitation, my diet, my 
line of life, my course of meditation. Hence
forward— t̂hat is, from Tuesday fortnight, when 
I dine with my Aunts Pentwhistle, at Twicken
ham—I take cognisance, of this world exclu
sively through the loopholes of retreat—or one 
of them," concluded Mr. Lynn, 

"Snug lurking-places enough," said I, 
"though not absolutely warranted against the 
chance of a splinter in the eye." 

" If there be anything ironical concealed in 
that observation," said Bob, stiffly, " permit me 
to remind you that there is no disgrace in re
fraining from a conflict in which you. are not 
specially invited to participate." , 

"Granted. Should you, however, Ught upon 
a friend, in that stage of garrotte which might 
prohibit his conveying to you that special invi
tation— ĥow then ?" 

"That," said Bob, impatiently, "is a parti
cular case. I never heard of shame or discredit 
attaching to those who have voluntarily quitted 
the conflict of the, world." 

"Nor I either. It's a matter of taste and 
personal comfort. Still " 

"^ii% what?" ...,,.'.-.... 
"Why, you see, a man may perch himself.on 

a windmill, beyond shell practice, and very 
much enjoy a battle. But that gaUant example 
has been rarely found to exercise any beneficial 
influence on his feUow-men; and, hence;, the 
public tributes (at least, of a gratifying natuce.) 
paid to such warriors have been few*" 

" I don't want any pubUc tributes," said Bob. 
" The worid doesn't want me, nor I the world. 
Society is based on the falsest principles. It is 
planted in a slough, from which all the moral 
sewerage, perpetually in action, cannot with
draw the noxious elements. The entire fabric 
being in an advanced state of decomposition, I 
hope I may be excused for making my bow be
fore I am stifled in its fragrant fall." 

"Better stay, and help to reconstruct it 
on sanitary principles of your own, Bobby," 
said I, 

" We had better part—for the moment—I 
think," said Bob, gravely, "This is not a 
scene, (How do, Wopshott ?) nor are you 
(Good morning. Lady Dunsandle) in a mood, 
to discuss such matters (Ha! Twisken) in a 
fitting tone," We were now at Hyde Park 
Corner, " Call in Half-Moon-street, if you 
think proper, to-morrow," added Bob, " about 
foui', aud you shall then see whether I am in 
earnest, or not," 

" Good'. This time to-morrow." 
" Eour, in the morning," said Lynn. 
" In the morning !" 
" Certainly, I am in training for my recluse 

habits," saicl Bob; " and what I may be ex
cused for terming the ' dress rehearsals,' take 
place at that hour. However, twelve hours later 
wUl suit me as weU—andyoẑ , it maybe, better. 
I shall expect thee, son, Benedicite, Hansom!" 

And, in one of those rapid conveyances. Bob 
departed. 

The apartments at this time occupied by the 
misanthrope were singularly luxurious. Bath
room, chamber, library, breakfast-room, divan— 
all and each were the perfection of comfort, ele
gance, and taste. Anything less suggestive of 
the simple habits of the hermit's cell I had 
never seen. Lynn was an inveterate smoker, 
aud when, punctual to my appointment, I en
tered the familiar doors, the future anchorite 
was recUning on his Persian couch, clad in a 
rich brocade dressing-robe, smoking a narghUe, 
and sipping a cool glass of Beaujolais. 

My first idea was> that the recluse fancy had 
passed away. Ear from it. . Bob at once 
plunged into the subject. 

" I have sold all these gimcracks," he said, 
glancing at.his superb furniture with au eye of 
scorn," and let the sheUs" (rooms, I concluded). 
" In that single packing-case is comprised all 
that 'little' which man—in his recluse state— 
is poetically supposed to 'want.' Cast your 
eye over it." 

Nailed upon the open lid was a list of the 
contents, which appeared to be these; Iron 
bed-frame, small oaken table, three-legged stoolj 
wooden spade, six wooden platters, a wooden 
spoon, a salt-box, and a stewpan. 

Simplicity itself. But why;^! asl̂ eil̂ , this 
predominance of timber? . - ,,u ,:! 

Mr. Lynn replied that he preferred' tliat ma
terial, as combining the three characteristics of 
cleanliness,, portability, and innocence. No
thing approaching to a weapori, even of defence, 
shoi2d be found in the dweUiug of one who. 
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having resigned everything pUferable, could no 
longer dread his brother-man. 

'' Behold my simple apparel," said Bob, 
twitching aside a curtain that hung against the 
wall, " Winter gown, summer gown," 

Both were comfortable-looking robes enough 
—with ample folds, reaching nearly to the feet, 
hoods, and girdles, 

" I think, sir, this is about the article," said 
Bob, with some complacency, as he threw the 
wide skirts across his arm, " One sole depar
ture I have permitted myself from the accre
dited costume. Not to be confounded with the 
new order of B, E, B.s—barefooted boobies— 
I shall retain my socks and Balmorals," 

" Whatever morals you leave behind, I should 
certainly keep the bals," I observed, lightly, 
"But now—how about eating?" I hastened 
to add, 

_" Behold my kitchen!" repUed Bob, patting 
his stewpan encouragingly. 

" Ha! you do mean to cook, it seems ?" 
" Why—slightly," said Bob. "There are 

herbs, and roots also (I may, I think, include 
the potato), which are improvable, for table 
purposes, by the agency of fire. By-the-by, 
look at this," 

He unfolded a sort of scroll, something re
sembling that which records the names of the 
" thousand-and-three" victims to Giovanni's 
fatal love. 
_ "Here are one hundred-and-thirty-seven dis

tinct methods of dressing the potato," 
" It is not the fact, then, that hermits confine 

their eating to the natural products of the 
soil?" 

" In a crude state, no. The coats of a hermit's 
stomach are not expressly lined for the pur
pose," said Mr, Lynn, with some impatience, 
" I stick to my text. Roots, Well, potatoes 
are roots. On the other hand, peas, beans— 
broad and Erench—asparagus—and a lot be
sides—are excluded from my larder, simply 
because they are not 'roots,' " 

" A radical defect indeed !" said I. 
" I shall get on very tidily," said the intend

ing hermit. "There are fruits, you know. 
' My scrip, with herbs and fruits' (you perceive) 
' supplied.' Ah—my friend!" 

" I would not rely upon the 'mountain's 
grassy side' for much in that Une," said I. "By 
the way, how about the Beaujolais ?" I added, 
sipping the fragrant fluid. 

" 'And water from the spring,'" quoted 
Bob; for the present, however, foUowing my ex
ample. 

"There could at least be no objection to 
Hermitage!" 

" ' And water from the spring,'" repeated 
Bob, firmly, ignoring my little jest. "The 
water in the neighbourhood of my retreat is 
exceedingly fine—a Ught, dry, pleasant, sto
machic water, sir. That was one of my reasons 
for selecting the spot I have chosen," 

" You have not told me where it is." 
" Let me explain at once, my dear boy," said 

Bob, " and be you one of the earliest to lift the 

ever-ready latch of the recluse's cell. There 
wiU always be a ham, or a tongue, a grouse-pie, 
or something of that sort, in cut," 

" Hallo, anchorite!" 
" Eor my guests—my guests," said Bob, 

hastily, " Never shall the famished and belated 
traveller be chidden from my door!" 

" Is the place so wild and isolated ?" 
" It is in one of the loveliest and most popu

lous of our western counties." 
" Indeed ! And yet secluded ? You are 

lucky, in these days, to have hit on such a 
spot." 

" Well, it was no easy matter," replied Bob. 
" Listen, Harry, You consult your Bradshaw. 
You find that a branch of the Great Southland 
Railway conveys you to Tibbley Junction, from 
whence you take the eastern portion of the loop-
line as far (remember this) as Burngallows, 
Hence, a short branch conducts you to Bishops-
Pyewall-road; after which you have it all plain 
sailing to Hawbridge. Here, by order, two 
days before, you can, provided it be not market-
day in any of the neighbouring towns, obtam 
some species of trap to take you on to Chan-
dler's Eord, ten miles and a half. You may 
then consider yourself at home, since there re
mains but a six-mile ferry to Sea Palling, where 
you first enter upon the outlying portion of my 
friend Sir Quigley Quantock's property, in some 
eligible nook of whose very extensive woods I 
propose to take up ray perraanent abode, Yoa 
understand ?" 

" Perfectly, Stay—let me see, I take my 
Bradshaw—and I—humph—my Brads " 

" There's a shorter way by sea," interrupted 
Bob, " discovered by some Columbus, on his 
way to BablCT-Patterton regatta," 

" I think I should prefer the sea way," said 
I, " Shall you be there in August ?" 

" Only for the remnant of my pilgrimage," 
replied Bob, relapsing into sentiment, 

" What if you live to a hundred ? Hermits 
generally do. My dear old boy, what upon 
earth will you do with yourself?" 

" My existence," answered Bob, " will he 
one of child-Uke innocence. I shall smoke and 
meditate." 

" Without disparagement to those truly in
fantine pursuits, one must at least be thankful, 
for the sake of progress, that the general body 
of mankind are not seized with a similar fancy. 
But, you yourself—without companions—with
out " 

"Companions!" exclaimed Bob. "What 
better companions can thoughtful man desire 
than the ever-changing, soul-entrancing aspects 
of nature? The babbUng brooklet—the fleecy 
cloudlet " 

" Portending the stormlet," I put in, 
" The—the wliole lot of meteorological phe

nomena," said Bob, frowning, "and that sort 
of thing; such wiU be my associates. They 
cannot betray." 

" I beg your pardon. Eor treachery and 
mendacity I'll back your barometer •" 

" Psha!" said Bob. " These exhausted, I 

^ 

• ^ 
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turn me to my sheltering woods—my neighbour 
oaks—my—other thingamies—and, fixing my 
gaze upon some gnarled trunk, I—I shall— 
think" said Bob. 

" One mode of taking a course of bark!" I 
ventured to observe. "But even that source 
of mental vigour may be exhausted. Then ?" 

" My resolution is unshaken," replied Bob, 
with a mournful smile, " Out of the world I 
go—on Wednesday fortnight." 

" WeU, my friend, I am sorry for this deter
mination, and the more so, as I cannot but feel 
that the cause is most inadequate," 

" / am the best judge of that," said Bob, 
"Harry—she was the only woman I ever 
loved." 

"But, dear old boy, did everybody who is 
jUted take to the woods, what a sylvan popula
tion we should have!" 

" I am not influenced solely by the—the 
circumstance to which you, not obscurely, refer," 
said Bob. " Harry, I am the victim of a 
noble discontent. I am an ambitious man. 
Possessed of talents above the average, but 
rendered infructuous through a certain difficulty 
of ascertaining in what direction they lie, I find 
myself condemned to an insignificance abhorrent 
to my soul. Were I rich, old fellow, aU would 
be well. My abUities would at once command 
the respect they deserve. But here again I fail, 
I have six hundred a year. Disgusting income! 
Of all the peddling little prizes in fortune's 
wheel, six hundred a year is the most embar
rassing, I wish it were practicable to toss up 
with the blind goddess whether it should be six 
thousand or nothing! You're for ever dodging 
about the tail of it, neither actually out of debt, 
nor plunging honestly into it. In embracing 
solitude, I resign aU the dreams of love and 
anibition, I owe nothing. My very tailor is 
paid. Disarmed, stingless, he melts into the 
common herd, and is forgotten. My frame 
will be covered by two gowns—my other needs, 
by thirty pounds a year. The residue of my 
property will accumulate, so as to form a fund 
which, after my decease, will be devoted to 
the outfit, biennially, of six hermits, of disap
pointed views, but irreproachable character. 
You will allow me to name you as one of the 
trustees ?" 

I pressed my friend's hand in token of ac
quiescence, and, shortly after, took my leave— 
not (to say truth) without a painful suspicion 
that the disappointment poor Lynn had expe
rienced had acted more unhealthily upon his 
mind than his friends were aware. 

Engagements prevented ray revisiting London 
for three weeks, I then found Lynn's rooms 
empty and dismantled. He had, I was informed, 
sold every individual article he possessed—save 
only the clothes he stood in and his favourite 
pipe—and departed, with the packing-case, 
leaving no address whatever. It was manifest, 
therefore, that he had actually carried his 
singular project into effect. 

This conclusion was shortly rendered certain, 
by my receiving a letter from the recluse him

self. Although I could distinguish the post
mark of Sea Palling, it seemed to have made an 
extended tour in Devon, Cornwall, and the 
ScUly Isles, and was at least six weeks old when 
it reached my hands. 

Bob— Î beg his pardon. Era Roberto—wrote 
in the most enthusiastic terms of his new mode 
of life. His bower was a woodcutter's aban
doned hut, situated in au oaken glade, well 
sheltered from the colder breezes, yet within a 
few minutes' walk of points which commanded 
a noble stretch of sea, while, in other directions, 
a tolerably dense woodland district invited the 
recluse to those sylvan contemplations from 
which he expected to derive such solace. 

The seclusion, he declared, was all he could 
possibly desire—the nearest hamlet being four 
miles distant, and, so far as he, Bob, knew, the 
nearest dweUing not within three. 

"Quantock," continued the solitary, "has 
been most kind, prohibiting his keepers, wood
men, &c., from approaching my haunts, while he 
gives me ' carte blanche' to do what I please in 
the forest. I am, in fact, 'monarch of aU I 
survey,' and have literally seen nothing but ' the 
fowl and the brute,' including, in the latter term, 
a poaching vagabond whom, thinking him belated, 
I welcomed to my ceU, I had, it happened, 
nothing but my own frugal feast—a lettuce and 
some blackberries, with some exceUent water 
— t̂o set before him. With this 'guiltless' fare 
he did not seem highly satisfied, and, probably as 
an indemnification, when he departed, took away 
my boots, and, what I feel severely, my stewpan. 
Irrespective of this little accident, I am as 
happy as possible, I have not a fear or a care 
in the world, and the confidence that I shall 
never again see a human face, except yours, ray , 
friend, and, say, a couple more, completes my 
felicity. Come and witness it.—ROBEETO. 
P.S. You wiU remember the directions I gave 
you as to the road. Once within the Quantock 
property, steer S,S,W, half W. Perhaps the 
enclosed plan of sheep-tracks may help you 
across the hills. But, for goodness' sake, no 
guide. My retreat must not be known." 

The enclosed "plan" resembled nothing so 
much as the skeleton of an umbrella with the 
ribs entangled. In the centre was a huge (dis
connected) blot, meant, I suppose, to represent 
the hermit's abode. 

Now, I had agreed to spend some weeks, 
that summer, yachting with a friend, and as 
Smijthe (he was very particular about his j) 
was rather addicted to dawdling about the 
coast, within easy reach of fresh butter and the 
Times, I expected that an opportunity might 
occur of attacking Sea Palling on its water-
face. It did. 

On a lovely noon in August we ran into a 
small estuary, flanked by higher cUffs than I had 
thought existed in those parts, and dropped 
anchor off a Uttle village. Its only visible in
habitant—an exceedingly infirm and ancient 
mariner—paddled promptly off in a canoe, and 
asked if we wanted any nice fresh fish—heaving 
into view, as a temptation, what we should have 
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taken for a younger brother of the sea-serpent, 
had not our steward pronounced it to be a conger, 
weighing at least ninety pounds ! 

" Chaps Uke he" the venerable aborigine 
assured us, "was frequently took in the 
bay," _ ^ . - . 

Declining the wallowing monstet, 'even at 
the reduced price of one-and-nine, and leaving 
the ancient mariner to chat with the crew, 
Smijthe and I jumped into the dingy and 
sculled ashore. 

Arrivals by sea were evidently not common; 
for several natives, who had been slumbering on 
a, fragrant couch of compost, in which sea-drift 
and mussel-shells freely intermingled, arose, 
stretched themselves, and came down to meet, 
or rather stare at, us. 

"Was this Sea Palling?" 
"No; 'tw êre Ealcombe." 
"Then where was Sea PalUng?" 
" Eour mile to the west'ard," 
"Was it difficult to find?" 
"'Pends on what we was a-1 coking for," 
'"Why, the town." 
" Town ! Sea PalUng ain't a town. There's 

•a pot-hus and a post-hus, but not much else. If 
the gents wished to go anywhere on squire's— 
•Sir Quigley Quantock's—land, one of them 
could show the w'ay," 

Remembering Bob's caution, I was on my 
guard, 

" I—I am going to Sir Quigley's; but as to 
a guide " 

" Squire's in Hitterley," put iii a native. 
"If he wa-rn't, he's never here. There ain't no 
house, you know," 

" I know—that is, 
is, I wish to make 
in the woods. The thicker woods. If one of 
you will put me in the path, that is all I re
quire." 

A hasty consultation ensued among the 
natives, in the course of which, if there be any 
significance in the rise and faU of a halfpenny, 
I was submitted to the arbitration of fortune, 
after whicb, bidding my friend a temporary 
farewell, I set forth with ray guide. 

Avoiding, as I found we might, the village, 
we were quickly on the wild down, and follow
ing a track which seemed to point towards a 
well-wooded district, on the landward slope 
of the hills, about five miles off. This, my 
guide remarked, was all on the squire's pro
perty. 

It was a wild quest, but, faithful to Bob's 
injunctions, I here dismissed my native, and 
proceeded alone. 

Scarcely a sign or sound of life interrupted 
my meditations as I strode along, until, feeling 
a Uttle fatigued, I sat down upon a large 
boulder, and consulted Bob's "plan." I might 
as well have consulted the works of Confucius 
in the original manuscript 1 One track, how
ever, took my fancy, and, as it bore in the 
direction Bob had told me to " steer," I foUowed 
that. 

On, and on— Î was passing trees, and clumps 

I suppose so. The fact 
a hasty sketch or two 

of trees; but as the woodland became denser 
my difficulties increased. Where, in this track-
less fovest, was I to seek my hermit ? 

Not trackless ! I became suddenly conscious 
of wheel-marks, and the dint of horse-hoofs cross
ing hither and thither. Wood-wains ? No, 
The traces were too narrow, and too light, and 
the horses that drew these vehicles had small 
and shapely feet. The recluse, then, has not 
been able to isolate himself so utterly as he had 
hoped. Perhaps he has retired to -some still 
remoter spot in the heart of the sheltering 
wood, where not even the chance wayfarer 
Hallo! 

A distant bugle: "Bright chanticleer pro-
claims the morn," Undoubtedly—but why here, 
and now^ The air suddenly gUded, with astonish
ing dexterity, into " Oh the roast beef of Old 
England," with the usual supplementary assur
ance, in a varied form, that the institution is 
peculiarly British—and, round an angle of the 
wood, came swinging, at ten miles an hour-
can I beUeve my eyes?—a well-appointed, 
rather rakish-looking, four-horse 'bus! From 
certain streamers disposed about the horses, and 
a little banner fluttering on the vehicle itself, it 
had all the appearance of being on its way to a 
fair—especially as the fourteen passengers on 
the outside, not to mention the twelve within, 
seemed to be in the highest possible merri
ment. 

As the phenomenon swept past, I had time to 
read, in large characters on the panel, " THE 
HEEMIT, Twice a day. There and back: Half-
a-crown—driver included," 

In passing, several of tbe mirthful party had 
wafted affectionate greetings towards the solitary 
traveller; but the driver, with a civil gesture, 
pointed backward with his whip. The move
ment was presently explained by the appearance 
of a second conveyance—this time a pair-horse 
stage-coach, of the species now so nearly 
extinct. 

Laden as it was, the coachman puUed up, and 
touched his hat, 

'"Ermit, sir? 'Ermit? Make room for one 
a side o' me"' 

I shook my head. 
"T'other's coming, sir," said the driver, 

"if you 'likes he better. He've got one 
place." 

He drove on. On the back of the vehicle was 
its name :—" THE EBIAE TUCK," (Ah, Bob!) 
"One Shilling," ; "^••^^ 

T'other one was tfot far off. Round the 
corner came, jolting and jingling, a rickety 
burlesque of that obsolete form of London cab, 
in which the driver balanced himself on a perch 
at the side, two passengers occupying the body. 
It was drawn by a broken-down hack, which 
embraced the first opportunity of stopping, as 
the driver, checking him, pointed to the vacant 
seat. I shook my head. The veMcle tottered 
forward. At its 'back there dangled a placard 
—its name, " T H E EEA ROBEETO. Niue-
pence," 

It was but too clear. Lynn's haunt had been 
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discovered, and the sensitive .recluse was being 
exhibited at half-a-crown, one shiUing, and nine-
pence each! 

1 could not approach my poor friend in such 
company, but, noting the direction taken by tbe 
'bus, it struck me that, by raaking a dive through 
the thicket, I might possibly anticipate their 
arrival. Hardly had I entered, when a familiar 
voice pronounced my name. I started round. 
It was Bob himself! 

He was ensconced in a sort Of arbour made 
of boughs, so closely interwoven that I had 
passed him almost within arm's length without 
notice, 

" 'Sh !" said Bob, with his finger on his lip; 
"I 've sold them splendidly. How lucky you 
cut through here! Sit down, Harry, my boy, 
and I'll tell you all about it," 

The hermit wore his summer robe—a by no 
means unbecoming garment. His hair and 
beard had grown to an inordinate length, and he 
himself was so much thinner as to convince me 
that his root-and-water diet hadbeen no mere 
,pretence, 

" We are safe ÔM'," said Bob. "Harry,you 
were in the right; 1 am" (with a melancholy 
smile) " an anachronism. The world has recog
nised that fact, and comes twice a day (besides 
pic-nics) to remind rae of it. You remember the 
poacher 1 spoke of? That vUlain betrayed me. 
Within a few days of his visit, I began to be 
conscious of the occasional vicinity of my kind. 
Cigar-ends, sandwich-papers, a battered umbrella, 
are not the ordinary products of a wilderness. 
Distant human voices mingled inharmoniously 
with the sylvan sounds. At least, I am aware 
of no British beast—man excepted—that is in 
the habit of insisting, in chorus, and for a con
siderable time together, that he is a 'jolly dog.' 
It was plain that these intruders purposely 
haunted my locality. I beUeve they peeped at 
me through the boughs. Guessing this, I se
cluded myself more. Then came messages, im
provised, of course: 'Best compliments—could 
the hermit obUge some ladies with the loan of a 
rolling-pin?' 'A party of tourists, having 
forgotten the mustard, would the Era," &c. 
&c, 
_ " I thought Sir Quigley had expressly for-, 

bidden such intruders," 
" He had," said Bob. " I therefore wrote to 

him on the subject. Answer returned by agent 
—a Mr. Bobbery, or Bolberry. Poor Quigwas 
lying dangerously ill at Milan. A retired so-
Ucitor had settled at Ealcombe, and, wanting 
something to do, stirred up an old quarrel as to 
right of way across Quantock's woods. By Jove, 
sir, they carried it, and the-first result was the 
establishment of the cavalcade you beheld, 
' working,' as they call it, from Ealcombe to a 
most romantic spot in the heart of the forest, 
and, says the bill, ' within a stone's throw of the 
celebrated Hermit's Cave.' I was sorely tempted 
to test the truth of this latter announce
ment by practical experiment," concluded my 
friend. 

"What shall you' do, now?" I asked. 

" Come back, I hope, with me. You have had 
your fancy. Enough," 

" Never," said the hermit. " I am content, 
if they would only let me alone. Yesterday I 
came to the resolution to abandon ray cell 
during the day, and conceal myself here. When 
they find there is no chance of seeing me, the 
'jolly dogs' may hold their orgies elsewhere. 
My door has but the latch, but I think they 
will respect that. At six o'clock we may go 
home." 

Dear old Bob had judged too much by his own 
heart, which, eccentric as he was, was that of a 
true gentleman. Whether in thoughtlessness, 
or in mischief, the sanctity of his bower had been 
rudely violated. The jolly dogs had dined 
there, and, to all appearance, passed a very 
jolly time! Nothing, indeed, had been ab
stracted; on the contrary, the corks, bottles, 
broken plates, &c., not to mention pie-crust, 
bones, lobster-shells, &c,—bequeathed to the 
anchorite—might have fiUed a smaU wheel
barrow. 

I was yet gazing on the relics, when I heard 
Bob utter an exclamation. He had clutched a 
fragment of newspaper on which his eye had 
fallen. His face was pale and agitated. 

" I—I had striven to forget her," he stam
mered, " and here, even here, Uke a ghost, she 
haunts me still!" 

The paragraph to which he pointed an
nounced that Lady Tattershore, who (readers 
would remember) had become a widow some 
time before, during a residence at Cairo, would, 
at the expiration of her mourning, bestow iier 
hand, and her twenty-five thousand a year, upon 
the Marquis of Queerfish. 

"Tattershore was a brute, and Queerfish is a 
worse," groaned Bob, dropping the paper from 
his hand. 

His passion had never been eradicated. He 
had, as it were, forcibly banished this woman's 
image from his mind; but the circumstance so 
singularly brought to his notice caused it to 
return with such force, that poor Bob, already 
worried and perplexed with the invasion 'of 
his solitude, icould not regain ;his tranquil 
mood. 

One thing was plain—that all hope of peace, 
in his present retreat, was at an end, I have 
not space to tell by what arguments I prevailed 
upon Bob to accept the loan of a spare suit I 
had fortunately brought in my knapsack, to cut 
his hair, to pack up his hermit attire, and, aban
doning all else, embark with me in the hospitable 
bark of my friend Smijthe; nor how the latter 
received him with the greatest kindness, and, 
conveying him to Dieppe, put him on the way 
to his new destination—Switzerland. 

Erom the latter country Bob wrote once, in
forming me that he had pitched his tent, or 
cabin, this time (as he hoped) above the world, 
on a mountain-side, above Martigny. In vain. 
A path had been found, outfianking and over
topping the hermit, and a huge telescope, 
mounted, like a gun, swept his position at all 
hours of the day. Bob went higher. A mem-

y^ 
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ber of the Alpine Club assailed him by a new 
route, and discovered a platform so convenient, 
that a small neat edifice was at once erected 
there, and the Hotel de I'Hermite became a 
favourite excursion from Martigny. 

In despair, poor Bob travelled into a secluded 
district of Westphalia, and here occurred the 
strange event that concludes this narrative. 

My friend, the Baroness d'Ubique, having 
kindly offered me the use, for some months, of a 
residence of hers, something between a farm
house and a castle, in Westphalia, I set forth to 
occupy it. It was haunted (hence, perhaps, 
the easy terms of my tenancy); but I rather 
like ghosts, and the baroness knew it. 

Halting to sleep in a certain viUage, the 
name at once struck me as having been men
tioned by Lynn in his first letter from these 
parts. In the second, and last, he had given 
me no address whatever. 

Sending for the landlord, I asked him if 
British travellers often came this road. 

Not unfrequently, was the answer, (Poor 
Bob!) There were even English residents at no 
great distance. On one side there lay a large pre-
perty belonging to an EngUsh miladi. On the 
other, there was—or there might be, for he was 
said to be dead, or, at least, dying—a British 
gentleman, mad, but harmless as a child, who 
wears 

"A gown? A beard?" 
"Both," , • 
I was in the saddle in five minutes, and, well 

guided, was, in thirty more, by Bob's bedside. 
Not too soon. The dear old fellow, worn to a 
very shadow, lay, as it seemed, expecting his 
end. An old peasant woman, his sole attend
ant, crouched in a corner of the hut. 

Bob recognised me, but his mind perpetually 
wandered. He believed that he had been many 
years a recluse, and, identifying himself in his 
mental weakness with Goldsmith's Hermit, 
talked [constantly of his " Angelina," avowing 
his persuasion that she, who had been the star 
of his life, would once more visit him, if but 
to receive his last breath. 

In spite of poor Lynn's debilitated condition 
there was something in his appearance that 
seemed to encourage hope. I must obtain 
medical advice, and that as promptly as possible. 
He had fallen into quiet slumber, and I galloped 
back to the inn. 

There was no good medical advice near at 
hand; but, said the landlord, the English mUadi 
(who arrived at the eastle last Monday) always 
brought with her her own English doctor. 
Doubtless, he raight come to his compatriot, 

" The miladi's name ? _ Quick," 
It was not to be said quickly. "Trek— 

Thwack—Trek—Trak—Tattersh " 

" Tattershore!" 
" Yes—well—so—Tattershore I" 
I had no time for-wonder at this strange 

fatality. I despatched a note to miladi, sup. 
pressing, of course, Bob's name. It was 
answered by the doctor in person, a gentle, 
grey-haired man, but with clear intelligent eyes, 
in which, occasionally, there sparkled a touch 
of humour. \ 

We became such friends, that, on our way 
back from a visit to the hermit, I told him all. 
Dr. Thurgood listened with attention, and fell 
into deep thought. 

" I am much in Lady Tattershore's confi
dence," he said. " I know more of her feehngs 
than—than I have a right to tell. I may tell you 
this—she has been for years a changed woman. 
Her unhappy married life did that good for her. 
Gentle, quiet, loving, if ever she marries again 
—(how lucky she refused Lord Queerfish !)— 
happy will be the man! There is but one way 
of dealing with this case of ours," added the 
doctor, with a laughing gleam in his eye. "As 
I'm a man and a doctor, I'll try it! Ask no 
questions, and express no surprise," 

He wrung my hand and vanished. 
Next day a carriage drove up to the inn, 

and Lady Tattershore, accompanied by the 
doctor, receiving me with a sweet, aud, I 
thought, grateful smile, invited me to go with 
them to the hermitage. Arrived there, Thur
good begged me to sit by my friend until he 
should join me. Poor Lynn was very weak 
and wandering, 

" I am dying, Harry, and she will not come. 
Oh, she will never—never come !" 

That statement was instantly falsified. His 
next words were : " My life ! My all in life!" 
Kneeling, weeping, the lady was there, clasping 
his wasted hand, 

Mr, Lynn did not die. He resides princi
pally at Elorence, where, in his beautiful palace, 
adored by his wife, whom he has a fancy for 
calling Angelina though her name is Grace, 
he sees a good deal of the world he has abjured, 
and bears it remarkably well. 
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