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CHAPTER XV. IN THE LIFT. 

ON the morning after her interview 
with CecU, Ella called on her friends at 
letter Z. They had both altered in 
appearance, and for the worse, since we 
met them last, some few weeks ago. A 
few weeks, a few days even, will make a 
difference in one in the sad case of Mrs. 
Ray. The one strand that held her te 
life was the love of her daughter, and 
if her remaining in this world would 
have benefited Gracie, she would have 
been willing to prolong her stey; but she 
felt herself te be a burthen, gladly borne 
indeed, but stUl a useless weight even to 
her. She had lived and loved in her 
time, not wisely, nor yet well; she had 
married, as we know, neither wisely nor 
well; but since our story is not of her, 
there is no need here to account for it. 
Suffice it to say that where she had loved 
she had found Falsehood, and where she 
had married. Misery. She was weak and 
far from wise—except where bitter ex
perience too late had teught her wisdom; 
and life had gone very, very hard with her 
from first to last. 

There is a comforteble notion among com
forteble people, that everybody has sooner 
or later his or her share of good fortune 
in the world; if that be so, Mrs. Ray was 
the exception that proves the rule; and 
the woman whose fate was to restore the 
average must have been bom under a 
lucky ster. The poor lady had a smile, 
however, for others still, and welcomed 
Ella with it as usual. 

" You are very early, dear, this morning 
—though you cannot be too early, you 
know, in our house." 

" I always come to you when I want to 
be spoilt, dear Mrs. Ray, and I want to be 
spoilt to-day, very particularly. I have a ir 
great favour to ask of you; I want you to i 
lend me Grracie for the whole morning." ^ 

" You are very welcome to her, because 
you always make her happy, my dear 
Ella." 

" But this is a free country," said Gracie, 
" and I am not going to be disposed of in 
this summary manner. Mamma is less 
well than usual to-day, EUa," she whispered 
hurriedly. " Don't press it." 

" I t is not any scheme of pleasure I have 
to propose," said EUa, answering both her 
companions in one reply. " I t is an im
portant matter that concerns only myself. 
But if to-morrow, or the next day, wiU be 
more convenient " 

" Gracie has no pressing engagements 
that I know of. One day is very like 
another to her," said Mrs. Ray, with a 
little sigh. 

" And why should it not be, mamma ? " 
replied Gracie, quickly, with that smooth 
of her mother's hair that had more signi
ficance— and conveyed more — than the 
touch of any mesmerist. " One would 
think, to hear you telk, that I had a raging 
thirst for excitement." 

" You are young, Gracie, and must needs 
have the tastes of youth, although they are 
so seldom gratified. Take her away, Ella, 
by all means; and if you can put a little 
colour into her cheeks " 

" I am going to take her to the very , 
place for it," said Ella, laughing; " b n t 
that must be a secret till she comes back 
again. Now do as your mother tells you. 
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and go and put on your things, Gracie— 
your very smartest things—for we are going 
to London." 

" My darling is looking Ul, EOa, don't 
you think so ? " inquired the invalid, 
nervously, when Gracie had left th=e 
room. 

" She is looking pale, and a little thin," 
said Ella; " but the weather has been very 
depressing. 

" The weather did not affect me when I 
was her age, dear. Oh, Ella—we have 
only a moment together—it is so difficult 
to get you alone, for her affection makes 
her cling to me like my shadow, and I 
want to say so much; I am very miserable 
about her. I t was not your fault ; you 
did it all for the best in getting Mr. Darall 
to meet us on the common; but Gracie has 
never been herself since. I fear—I ,fear 
that she has lost her heart to him." 

" I t is in good and honest keeping, at 
all events," said Ella, quietly. " But this 
is quite new to me." 

" No doubt it i s ; she would be much 
annoyed if she knew I had told you. When 
an attachment is hopeless, no girl likes to 
speak of it except to her mother." 

*' You astound me, dear Mrs. Ray. I t 
was so with me, I confess ; but that meet
ing with Mr. DaraU once or twice should, 
in Gracie's case—who is all propriety— 
have proved so serious " 

"Nay, but they have met since then; 
he has been here, to this house; and had 
a long telk with Gracie." 

" Oh, indeed," smUed EUa. " I like Mr. 
Darall for tha t ; I confess I had thought 
him just a little, what one caUs in a woman, 
prudish." 

" He is one of ten thousand for all good
ness," replied Mrs. Ray, with warmth; " i t 
is not necessary to waste words on that 
point. And our loss—that is, Gracie's loss 
—is all the greater." 

" But is it certain loss ? I do not again 
renew an offer which I have seen to be iU-
judged ; but can nothing be done ? " 

" Mr. Darall has seen my husband," said 
Mrs. Ray, with a little groan. 

Ella's sense of humour was very keen, 
and she restrained a smUe with difficalty. 
She understood that an introduction to the 
commissary must have been very formid
able to an intending son-in-law. 

" Then you suppose that what was said 
was final ? " 

" My dear, of course it was. When my 
husband means that anyone is not to call 
again, he gives him to understand as much; 

and dear Mr. Darall is so sensifcire. Jam 
very sorry for h im; but of course I am 
moiFB sorry for Gracie. He is so honest 
aoid good; and somehow 1 had almost 
begun to hope against hope,, iSmt my 
husband might have seen sosH^ing in 
him that would have conapensated for hia 
want of means. I had ventured toindulge 
myself—though I must have been mad to 
do it—in the idea that when I waitdead 
and gone, Gracie would have hadj some
body leal and true, who would have made 
her life a happy one." 

" Don't weep, Mrs. Ray, I can't bear it," 
cried Ella, passionately. " You make me 
abhor the—the people that make you weep. 
Everything — everything seems wrong in 
the world when I see grief oppressing you, 
upon whom Fate has laid so heavy a hand 
already. You say ' when you are gone,' 
as if you were going for a drive; or else I 
could not bear to speak of i t ; but, as it 
is, let me promise you this, that when God, 
who wipes away aU tears, has taken yon to 
Himself, Gracie will have a friend in me, 
always, always, and a home with me if 
she wiU accept of it." 

" O h , Ella, you are goodness itself!*' 
" No, dear Mrs. Ray, I am nothing of 

the k ind; if you knew me as I am, you 
would know otherwise. I am—^but no 
matter. I am good for this at aU events. 
If the way can be made smooth between 
Gracie and Mr. Darall, I will do i t ; and 
if not, your Gracie will possess her soul in: 
patience in safe hands." 

The invalid lifted up her own in mute 
thanksgiving, and ere she could reply her 
daughter had re-entered the room. 

" I am afraid I have been an uncon
scionable time, Ella." 

" I t has not, at all events, been misspent, 
my dear, to judge by the result." 

" I t is your dress," said Gracie, simply, 
" the one you sent me to replace that 
one " 

Here her voice began to faU; she had 
inadvertently touched on tender ground. 

" I was not. referring to the dress^" 
laughed EUa. " I will not keep Gracie 
long, dear Mrs. Ray ; and when she re
turns you will be rewarded for the loan 
of her, by hearing all our adventures." 

" I have been rewarded already,' 
whispered the invalid, as Ella took her 
leave. " You have made me—oh, so 
happy!" 

" My mother always looks better for a 
visit from you, Ella," observed Gracie, as 
the two girls walked towards the steam-
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boat. " And now, may I ask, where are 
you going to take me ? " 

" To No. 10, WethermiU-street, City," 
answered Ella, referring to a memo
randum. 

" But who lives there, my dear ? " 
" A dyer. That is why I said it was the 

very place for you to get a colour." 
" But, my de^r Ella, are we not a little 

smart for that kind of shopping ? Won't 
there be vats about and flapping things 
on poles ? " and she looked down at her new 
dress, the texture and tint of which were 
delicate. 

" I don't know, I'm sure, Gracie. The 
fact is, I 'm going to call upon my papa-in-
law that is to be. He is a little rusty about 
Cecil's marriage, and I am going to oU 
him." 

" My dear Ella, but does he know you're 
coming ? " 

" Certeinly not ; nobody knows it except 
you and I. We are going to be two * de
lightful surprises' to him. He writes 
that it is nothing to him that girls should 
be young or beautiful. That's all non
sense ; it's a great deal to him, and to all 
mankind. My notion is — though it is 
quite crude as yet, and subject to your 
better judgment—that we should each 
pretend to be the other. Then he will 
snub you (thinking yoU to be Cecil's young 
woman), and fall in love with m e ; after 
which matters will be easy. What do you 
think of the idea ? " 

" My dear Ella, it is not to be enterteined 
for a moment. What ? Pass under a false 
name 

" Well, and what harm is there in that ? " 
interrupted Ella, brusquely. " I t is not 
forgery, I suppose ? Many excellent people 
have concealed their own identity before 
now, and for the best of reasons." 

" I t may be so, Ella ; but I really should 
not like to do it myself." 

They walked on towards the steamboat 
pier in silence. Ella's face had grown 
suddenly so wliite and hard, that poor 
Gracie's speech was frozen by it. 

" I am so sorry to disoblige you, dear," 
at last she stammered; " I hope I have 
not offended you by my refusal." 

" B y your refusal, no," returned Ella; 
" b u t I don't like such scruples. They 
seem to me, to say the least of them, 
priggish. However, let us say no more 
about it. Here's the boat, Gracie dear," 
continued she, so soon as they got on 
board; " come down into the cabin." 

" The cabin! " Nothing can be more 

unattractive, even on a wet day, than the 
so-called " saloon " of a Woolwich steam
boat ; but on a fine day like the present, 
why Ella should have wished to visit its 
dust and gloom was inexpUcable to Gracie. 
However, she followed her friend's foot
steps down the stairs. No sooner had she 
reached the bottom than she found herself, 
almost to her alarm, in the other's embrace. 

" I couldn't kiss you before all those 
people, or tell you how sorry I was to 
have shown such temper." 

"You were a little 'over earnest with 
your Brutus,' darling," answered Gracie 
laughing ; " tha t was all." 

I t was not Gracie's way at all to act the 
part of mentor, and certainly not to Ella, 
yet she could not help adding: " Such a 
kiss more than makes up for everything, 
darling; but surely, surely, it is wrong to 
allow yourself to be so easUy put out." 

"Of course it's wrong, my dear," an
swered Ella gaily, " and it's not pleasant, 
like most things that are wrong. But at 
all events that storm is over; let us enjoy 
the sunshine—and the open air." 

And so she chatted on in the brightest 
spirits until they reached London, nor, 
even when they had entered their cab, and 
were driving eastward upon the errand that 
must needs be so momentous to herself, 
did she show any sign of anxiety or 
doubt. To Gracie, who expressed her 
wonder at such presence of mind, she said : 
" I t is because I don't think about it at all; 
in my complete ignorance of how I shall 
be received it is better to leave things 
to the chapter of accidents. Cecil, who 
knows nothing of this expedition, however, 
has unconsciously buoyed the channel a 
little, and told me some things about his 
father which give me hope. He is obsti
nate, but very good-natured: just, and 
fond of a joke. These are kindly elements. 
If he is a little bit vulgar—which between 
you and me is probable—I will take care 
he shall not relish our visit less on that 
account; and if he is really chivalrous, we 
are sure of him." 

" You mean to say, you are snre of his 
not turning us out of the house, Ella ; not 
of gaining your point with him ? " 

" T h e one includes the other. 'Yeni, 
vidi, vici;' if I see him he is done for." 

" Oh, Ella, you would not be so cou
rageous if you did not know that you 
were sure of your love in any case." 

" That is true, Gracie; I am sure of 
Cecil." The look of triumph faded from 
her face, as she marked the cloud upon 
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that of her friend, and called to mind Mrs. 
Ray's words. She was not one of those 
who enjoy their own prosperity the more 
because of the lack of it in others. 

" I t is not a cheerful place, this City, is 
it ? " said Ella, looking out upon the 
sombre street with its eager crowds of 
business men, so unlike in visage the 
pleasure-seekers of the West. " I don't 
wonder CecU ' shied' at it, as he calls it, 
and * bolted out of the course.' Dear me, 
this is WethermiU-street, I suppose." 

The cab had stopped before a huge 
building, with a broad flight of steps up 
and down which a stream of men were 
hurrying. 

" A r e they all come to be dyed, I 
wonder ?" interrupted Ella. 

" Oh, Ella, how can you ? my heart is 
all of a flutter. How rich Mr. Landon 
must be to have such a house of busi
ness." 

" This is not all his ; it is a great block 
of offices of which he rents one of the 
floors. Look at the names written on the 
wall, * Landon and Son'—that was Cecil's 
grandfather and his son—'third floor;' and 
a hand—let us take that hand for a good 
omen ; he holds his hand out to me already, 
you see." 

The hand pointed to a doorway on the 
left, which led into an empty room with 
high walls, and a great hole where half 
the ceiUng should have been. 

" My dear Ella, what is this ? I t looks 
like a well; Mr. Landon cannot live here." 

"Yes, he does ; a well is the very place 
for him, since CecU says he is t ruth itself. 
Here is a bell, and the legend ' Ring the 
Bel l ' under i t ; so far things seem very 
easy." 

EUa rang the bell: a whistle was heard, 
and down through the hole in the ceiling, 
and just fitting into it, came a huge box, 
of the height of the room, with a wooden 
bench in it. 

" This is like the ' Arabian Nights, ' is it 
not, Gracie ? Don't be afraid ; this must 
be the new contrivance, of which CecU 
told me, called ' a lift.' We must take our 
seats upon the bench." 

" I would much rather walk up if it 
was five hundred steps," said Gracie 
hesitetingly. 

" So would I, but they are whistUng for 
us. ' Whistle and I'll come to you, my lad, 
thouofh father and mother and all should 
go mad.' That is an invitetion you know 
I am just now bound to obey, my dear." 

Wi th a bright smile she took her place 

in the lift, and Gracie followed just as it 
began to ascend. 

" This is terrible! " gasped Gracie, as 
they presently found themselves in dark
ness ; " i t is worse than the diving-hell 
at the Polytechnic." 

" But there's a floor to it, luckily for 
the two ascending belles," returned Ella; 
" and here's light." • 

There was a flash of it as they flew past 
the first story; then another on the second; 
and at the third the machine stopped. 
The two girls found themselves in a bare 
room like that below, which opened on a 
sort of passage, in which, however, was a 
desk, with a clerk behind i t ; and beyond 
it a huge apartment filled with desks and 
clerks, the latter of whom looked up te a 
man, at the rustle of- the young ladies' 
dresses. The clerk in the passage put his 
pen behind his ear by way of polite saluta
tion, and gazed at them with astonished 
looks. He was almost as nervous as they 
were, for visitors of the female sex were 
unknown in the third story, and he knew 
that his fellow-clerks behind him would 
make their criticisms upon how he ac
quitted himself. 

" We wish to see Mr. Landon, senior," 
said Ella, addressing this gentleman in 
low but distinct tones. 

" There is no Mr. Landon, junior—at 
least in the firm," explained the clerk. 

EUa felt herself growing crimson, partly 
with confusion at having inadvertently 
alluded to Cecil, partly with indignation 
that he should be thus ignored. 

" W e wish to see Mr. Bartholomew 
Landon," said she, with dignity. 

" Upon business, madam ? " 
"Yes, upon business." 
"Would you favour me with your 

tname." 
" That would be of no use; I am a 

stranger to him." 
" I am afraid—^indeed I am sure—^Mr. 

Landon would decline to see anybody 
unless he—that is you—perhaps, madam, 
you would permit me to take in your 
card." 

" Gracie, have you your card-case with 
you," whispered Ella rapidly, " with one 
of your father's cards in it ?" EUa knew 
her friend was accustomed to leave them 
at people's houses for the commissary, 
whose forte did not lie in fulfiUing pohte 
obligations of any kind. 

Gracie handed the case to Ella, who 
selected a card and handed it to the clerk. 

" Acting-Deputy-Assistant-Commissary-
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General Ray," muttered he, looking from 
one to the other in astonishment. I t was 
unusual in those days for women to teke 
a prominent part in official life, even by 
deputy, and in the commissariat. 

"Please to walk this way, ladies;" the 
clerk opened a door upon the right, and 
ushered them into a small waiting-room, 
in which he left them. 

" So far, so good!" exclaimed Ella 
triumphantly. 

" When he hears we are two young 
ladies, however, I believe he will decline 
to see us," said Gracie, looking very much 
as if she hoped he would. 

" The clerk won't dare to tell h im; I 
read cowardice in his eye, and the old 
gentleman is a tartar, I understend, in 
what are delicately termed his 'business 
relations.' No, he wUl expect to see the 
commissary." 

" Oh ! good gracious ! " 
" Well, I don't wish to pay an extra

vagant compliment to ourselves at the 
expense of your father, but I think Mr. 
Landon ought to be reconciled to the 
disappointment. Pray don't look so 
frightened, Gracie; it is most importent 
to appear at our ease. What a queer little 
room this is, and what furniture !—three 
chairs, an almanack, and a mineralogical 
cabinet; see what pretty colours, it can't 
be mineralogy; it's dyes,—the blue one is 
indigo ; and that's about all I know about 
them. I don't wonder Cecil feels such 
little interest in " 

" Ladies, your humble servant," said a 
sharp but not Ul-humoured voice. 

Gracie gave a little scream, and Ella an 
elaborate curtsey. Before them, with his 
hand upon the door, as though to make 
sure of his escape, stood a stout, elderly 
man in a drab Welsh wig. He had the 
commissary's card in his hand, and looked 
from one to the other of his visitors out 
of a pair of screwed-up eyes, the expression 
of which it was difficult to gather. You 
could not even tell whether he was frown
ing ; for his spectacles were pushed up 
on his forehead. His iron-gray eyebrows, 
however, were very bushy, which gave 
him a formidable appearance, and his face 
was puckered up with smiles in the wrong 
place—wrinkles. 

" I understood from this card, that 
your business was about some Government 
contract—but your sex " 

" We did come about a contract, sir," 
interrupted Ella, in a tone in which 
timidity and drollery were strangely 

blended; " but it is not a Government 
one. 

" Yery good; provided the parties are 
responsible, it is nothing to me whom 
they employ as their agents. Pray be 
seated, ladies." 

HANS IN ENGLAND. 

A GENERATION of Englishmen has passed 
away, since the author of Yanity Fair 
pointed out the strength and endurance of 
that faith which every Englishman has in 
his country, his countrymen, and himself. 
In the opinion of Thackeray, the reason 
why Americans and other intensely patriotic 
nations boast so loudly of their excellence, 
is that they have occasional doubts and 
ugly qualms as to their physical, mental, 
and moral superiority. A shaky faith, 
according to the great satirist, takes refuge 
in noise—in protesting over much. If the 
Americans were quite certain about the 
superiority of their institutions over those 
of the rest of the world, would they 
always be talking about them, and setting 
up awkward comparisons ? If the French 
were sure that they actually initiate ideas, 
and march in the van of civilisation, would 
they telk about their mission so often and 
so absurdly? The Briton, on the other 
hand, is oppressed by no manner of doubt. 
He does not care to compare his country 
with the rest of the world. There is no use 
in talking about the matter. I t is settled 
in his mind, and the opinion of inferior 
nations matters not a jot. They, poor 
blinded creatures, know nothing of a really 
free people, and it is hopeless to expect 
them either to understand or appreciate 
the lofty supremacy of the children of 
Albion. 

I t is almost needless to point out that 
the position proudly claimed by England 
is hardly conceded by other countries, 
the natives of which have an awkward 
habit of looking at this tight little 
island with other than admiring eyes. 
The remarks of French writers have 
before now received ample comment in 
the pages of ALL THE YEAR ROUND. We 
know pretty well the opinions of Adolphe, 
and Auguste, and Alphonse. We know 
how they despise us because we do not 
wear tight boots, and refuse to carry a 
tiny brush, comb, and looking-glass in a 
secret pocket. We know their private 
opinion of our reckless extravagance in 
the matter of soap, and we now and then 
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obtain faint glimpses of the depth of 
Gallic ignorance on all that relates to our 
constitution, religion, and literature. But 
it is otliervrise with Hans, and it is there
fore plefisaut to see ourselves as Hans has 
seen us through his pale blue spectacles. 

The typical Hans differs from the typical 
Alphonse, inasmuch as he " reads u p " 
his subject with great care. Alphonse does 
nothing of the kind. He needs no instruc
tion. Is he not a Frenchman, with keen 
and delicate perception; and can he not 
dispose of " these insularies" without 
encumbering his bright soul with a clumsy 
accumulation of embarrassing facts ? Aiter 
all, what are facts themselves, compared 
with the art of putting them ? Did not 
one great French writer implore another 
who proposed, as he had been travelUng in 
Spain, to write a book about that country, 
to forsake the idea at once, as his 
imagination must necessarily be crippled 
by his experience ? Did not the great 
Monsieur Buffon, when he sat down to 
write his Natural History in his best 
court suit and ruffles, bear steadfastly in 
mind his own great maxim—" The style is 
the man ? " Did he care much about the 
beasts, I wonder; and did he, in the solitude 
of his elegant library, toss up a crown-
piece, to settle whether he should write 
in favour of the theory of degeneracy or 
of that of development ? Who knows ? 
M. Buffon wrote a big book to show 
how clever a fellow he was, what an 
elegant scholar, and what an excellent 
master of " style." Like unto Buffon are 
the Frenchmen of our own day, who look 
at England for a month or two, and then 
write a book about us. I t matters very 
little what they see, or how they see it. 
They are not unapt to draw their notions 
of " high life," and the aristocratic quarters 
of the West-end, from a residence in 
Panton-square and a walk up Regent-
street, but whatever may be their sphere 
of observation, they never allow their 
theories or their style to be interfered 
with by facts. They have the " faculty of 
generalisation," fostered by the constant 
habit of looking inward for ideas, rather 
than outward for visible signs. The 
logical bent of the Latin and Celtic races 
is distinctly marked in all their work. 
They will have system, order, and style. 
If the rapid generalisations prove unsound, 
and the dicte, conveyed in terse epigram
matic style, prove false and at variance 
with facts, so much the worse for the 
facts. 

Hans is of quite another complexion. 
He is above all a student, and his ludicrous 
blunders are made with all due solemnity. 
Unlike Alphonse, who clings to Leiceste^ 
square, or to the peaceful and salubrious 
" place" at the extremity of Arnndel-
street, Haymarket, Hans seeks a retreat 
farther removed from the rattle of festivity. 
His kindly soul yearns for a calm and 
genial neighbourhood. He pitches on a 
spot aside from the whirl of the world-
city, and experiences the sensations of a 
dweller in an island or an oasis. The 
secluded recesses of Alfred-place, Totten
ham-court-road, fulfil his modest require
ments. He is then at the West-end—the 
home of the noble and accomplished—and 
from the mews at the back obtains those 
glimpses into the everyday life of London 
so dear to the acute observer. He is not, 
in his choice of locality, unlike a gentleman 
of Baltimore whom I once encountered on 
my Western travels. Colonel Melchizedek 
A. Slaizy told me in confidence, on a 
particular evening, that he had been in 
Europe, " Yes, sirr, and lived in the centre 
of your great city, for quite a time." "Yes, 
sirr," continued the colonel, " I hev seen 
your great metropolis from, its most cwitral 
point. I had, I guess, the City and the 
Lord Mayor, and Yictoria your Queen, 
within range of a Derringer. The Bank 
of England, and the Tower of London, and 
the Court were right there. I t was kinder 
lonesome though at night. I guess yon 
Roast Beefs go to bed early." I ioqinred 
where Colonel Slaizy put up during his 
residence. " I guess it was in a A 1 hotel, 
called the Bull in Aldgate," he said, not 
without pride. 

To return to Hans. He is apparently 
quite happy in a lodging-house in Alfred-
place. He occupies the second-floor, the 
first being inhabited by two amiable French 
ladies, whUe the third shelters a composer, 
whose thumping on the piano cheers the 
heart of the Teuton, when the fire sputters 
on the hearth, and his thoughts wander 
away to his German home. His chamber-
window looks into a little court-yard, and 
over that into a mews. His friends tell 
him he is living in the wrong spot, bnt 
he heeds them not at all, and lives on 
tranquilly in Alfred-place, for sentimental 
Hans has discovered a pretty woman—a 
dweller in the mews—the wife of a cab
man, and teUs a little tragical story of 
her murder by the cabman, and his snb-
sequent suicide. Hans tells his story very 
well, and then adds that he can no longer 
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endure Alfred-place. He forsakes that 
eligible place of residence for fashionable 
Golden-square. From this standpoint he 
gazes on the world-city and its inhabitants, 
and, seeing a great deal, sees also many 
things not quite in sight of ordinary 
people. By dint of profound study and 
accurate observation, he arrives at the 
conclusion that 'winter in London is a 
species of humble carnival. As the strong 
east wind sweeps across from the German 
Ocean, the old Saxon blood in the English
man stirs in his veins, and a hearty jovial 
season commences. When the fog hangs 
over Hyde-park, and London itself is like 
an island in a fog-sea, then the people of 
the narrow streets wake into life. The 
genuine Londoner feels at home in the 
thick fog, and his bosom swells with joy 
as he watches the " wild north-easter " 
whirling the dead autumn leaves in ruddy 
eddies. He opens his door, his heart, and 
—at peculiarly happy moments, when the 
wind is sharpest or the fog thickest—he 
opens even his purse. Exclusive family 
life is thrust aside; and the happy period 
between Guy Fawkes Day and St. Yalen-
tine is devoted to a festival of a specially 
English character. 

Hans tells us that he has read up Guy 
Fawkes Day, and regrets the more thorough 
manner in which that noble festival was 
kept up in olden times—especially the 
great bonfire in Lincoln's-inn-fields. He 
is at times as great a blunderer as Alphonse. 
He persists in speaking of " good " instead 
of " poor" Guy ; but shows his knack of 
versification in translating the famous 
" Remember, remember the fifth of No
vember " into German, in which language 
it sounds oddly enough. 

Revelry having, as Hans tells us, com
menced on Guy Fawkes Day, is now 
pursued as the main occupation of the 
happy Londoner. Four days after Guy 
Fawkes Day comes the Lord Mayor's Show 
—a thing of wonder, a relic of the " good 
old times." Hans pauses to observe, in the 
mildly reflective manner of the German 
who has few opinions, and lacks the 
courage of them, that he has his doubts 
concerning the good old times, and does 
not believe—good, simple soul—that they 
were any better than our own. I am 
afraid Hans does not like the Lord Mayor's 
Show, for, in describing it to his country
men, he reaches a lower depth of dulness 
than usual. Hans has much of the cata
logue-maker, the index-compiler, in his com
position, and sinks into that category of idea-

less creatures, on which the Gaul looks down 
in scorn. Once he tries to be imaginative, 
and endeavours to construct a conversation 
between the Lord Mayor's state-coach and 
the walls of St. Paul's cathedral, but as 
this is intended to be humorous, it will 
not be difficult to those who understand 
the German language to guess what it is 
like. I t is astounding that the Germans 
have no idea of wit or humour. Fancy 
of a weirdly-grotesque, and of a maudlin 
sentimental kind, they have, but humour 
rarely—wit never. In speaking thus, I 
am aware that I run the risk of having 
Heine thrown at my head; but Heine was 
no more a German than Spinoza was a 
Dutchman, both of these kindred geniuses 
having been Jews. Hans, being an ascetic 
German from the north, does not admire 
Lord Mayor's Day, and speaks scornfully 
of the Lord Mayor's bouquet. Blundering 
Hans takes his facts and opinions second
hand, and cries out, " Truly it must be an 
elevating sight to behold the Lord Mayor 
and his guests devour two hundred oxen 
and three thousand fishes, and to think, 
to the melody of the funeral march from 
Yerdi's Trovatore, over the death of so 
many useful creatures ! " All this signifies, 
of course, that Hans was not present at 
the Lord Mayor's banquet—for want of an 
invitation. 

The next great feast in that joyful 
London time, between Guy Fawkes and 
Yalentine, is Christmas. Hereon Hans 
waxes enthusiastic, and declares that he 
who has not seen London in its Christmas 
garb "knows not the glory of London." 
In London are no Christmas-trees (oh, 
Hans !) decked with toys, and surrounded 
by a joyful ring of children, but all 
London is a giant Christmas-tree, every 
street a green twig, every house a glim
mering taper. In Germany, Christmas is a 
festival for little ones and grown folk, 
who, among chUdren, become themselves 
children again ; but in England, it is a 
festival for grown-up people. So, at least, 
says Hans, who rejoices over Christmas as 
the culminating point of that great season of 
festivity which occupies the greater part 
of a London winter. 

Hans is exceedingly funny at an English 
wedding—a wedding in the best society 
of Bloomsbury. He is thunderstruck at 
the quality of the carpets, the richness 
of the furniture, and the general air 
of comfort and well - being proper to 
an English home, and his remarks as to 
our mode of comporting ourselves are 

:fc 

V 



cS= 
•sS- yL 

1 1 6 [November 4,1876.] ALL T H E YEAR ROUND. [Ooaaaotad by 

^ = 

highly complimentary. To Alphonse, we 
are dull, sulky, morose creatures, buried 
in our counting-houses or our homes. 
We have no life, no gaiety. Even our 
loungers and professional pleasure-seekers 
are such dreary creatures, that Alphonse 
sighed on the banks of the Serpentine for 
the cheerful, smiling face of Auguste. I t 
seems otherwise to the North German, 
whose notions of picturesqueness, polite
ness, and gaiety are formed in Berlin, 
that stronghold of ugliness and dreari
ness. To him we are pre- eminently cheerful 
and light-hearted. He delights in our 
Christmas customs, and brings a bough of 
mistletoe to hang up in his rooms in 
Golden-square. He rejoices in the con
sumption of eatables and drinkables— 
especially in the XX. ale ("double-strong 
beer " ) , XXX. whisky (" trebly-strong 
schnaps"), and cordial gin ("to-the-heart-
going Geneva"). He delights in Christmas-
boxes—in the waits, the Christmas carols, 
and the Christmas pantomimes. He goes 
even to the length of translating a carol 
into German verse, and also gives a fair 
rhyming equivalent of Jack Horner— 
" Der kleine Jack Horner " is certainly 
very funny in German. Jack Horner 
appears to good-natured Hans as the 
universal baby of England—a country 
famous for the honour paid to babies. 
England is beyond all doubt the finest 
country in the world to be born in, for 
dignity is enjoyed at once, in honour of 
youth. The youngest child in a family 
enjoys the rank:, style, title, and privileges 
of " baby," whatever its age may be, until 
a "new baby " is bom. Then the previous 
possessor of the title is deposed and put 
aside among the other children, and sacred 
honours are paid to the new-comer, who is 
then and there enthroned and worshipped, 
not only by the parents, but by all the 
children. By a custom also peculiar to 
England, the youngest child of the family 
retains the name of baby for ever. He 
may grow into the tallest of guardsmen, 
the heaviest of dragoons, the most learned 
of divines, the most astute of lawyers, the 
bluffest of sailors. She may become a 
blooming matron with a bevy of daughters 
of her own; she may, on the contrary, grow 
into the toughest of maiden aunts; she may 
become a Sister of Mercy; she may write 
a three-volume novel. I t is no matter. 
He or she must for ever remain to his or 
her brethren and sisters—" baby." There 
are babies with gray hair; babies tending 
sheep flocks at the antipodes; babies 

sleeping on the field of Waterloo, and 
on the heights of Balaklava. 

Quickly following the feast of the child 
god comes that of Twelfth Night, and 
hardly has the mirth-loving Englander 
recovered from that happy time than he 
indites a ballad to his valentine. Hans is 
delighted at receiving a valentine himself. 
He constructs theories concerning the 
precious document. He knows not, he is 
too modest and retiring, to inquire more 
particularly, but he beUeves that his 
valentine came from a certein young lady 
with sunny locks, who lived opposite to 
him in sylvan Golden-square. Hans was, 
it seems, a laggard in love, for his valentine 
married somebody else, and then—I blush 
to record it!—Hans translated her verses 
into German, and published them. After 
Yalentine's Day, Hans tells us, the curtain 
drops on merry England. Ash Wednesday 
and Lent overcloud the city with gloom, 
and when even at Eastertide the scene 
opens again, London is another city. The 
great nobles have arrived from the country, 
and with the season comes the whole army 
of IteHan singers, French dancers and 
German fiddlers who accompany them; 
bright-hued spring and summer life com
mences, and the people of London shrink 
back for a whUe into their dark and dingy 
alleys. 

Hans, mistaken in his notion of the long 
winter holiday of the London people, falls 
into other of those errors which make 
Alphonse so amusing; and is withal 
earnest, faithful, painstaking, and dull to 
a frightful degree. Perhaps this dulness is 
the natural outcome of German life; the 
dreariest, stiffest, and most petrifyingof pos
sible existences. I daresay it is pleasant to 
worship the Emperor, and Prince Bismarck, 
and Field-Marshal von Moltke, and feel 
proud of them, but the reign of blood and 
iron is hardly conducive to hilarity, and 
perhaps a gloomy, earnest life takes the 
fun out of the Teuton. Whatever may be 
the cause, he is a dreary companion, and 
with all his learning and painstaking will 
not bear comparison with Alphonse, whose 
wildest saUies have a fresh ring about 
them. Hans, on the contrary, infects all 
he touches with the true Dry-as-dust style. 
In reading Hans, one becomes speedily 
aware that one is acquiring information-
inaccurate information, doled out in solid 
blocks of dulness. More especially is this 
the case when Hans gives up human 
nature and plunges into books, with the 
idea of giving his countrymen an idea 
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of literary and social England. Hans 
with his Tottenham-court-road dramas, 
his Golden-square idylls, his romance of 
Cremome and Leicester-square, is bad 
enough, but Hans, with scissors in hand 
and the paste-pot before him, is unen
durable. Out of a mountain of English 
reading he produces a nightmare of shreds 
and patches, by every writer on every 
subject connected with England. To 
English people it would appear impossible 
to make a dissertation on Chaucer other 
than interesting; but Hans has solved the 
problem. The Hansian method is to first 
read everything concerning the author but 
his own work, and having thus piled up 
authorities, to string their remarks together 
in such lashion as to make the reader wish 
that he had never been born. Here again 
we note the difference between the French 
and German methods. Alphonse would 
have read Chaucer himself, without the 
commentators; have improved his know
ledge of the times by a hasty perusal of 
Shakespeare's historical plays, and a glance 
at a book of costumes; and would then 
have produced an Essay on Chaucer which 
would have instructed no person in the 
slightest degree, but would have amused 
and delighted everybody, and proved to 
the world what a clever fellow Alphonse 
was. Hans has succeeded by his method 
in avoiding both amusement and instruc
tion ; his information is all second-hand, 
and so soon as he leaves Mr. Browne's 
Chaucer's England he gets into trouble. 
Coming across the park of Woodstock, 
Hans actually stops to shed tears over the 
" sad and sweet romance between Henry 
the Second and his fair love Rosamond, 
the heroine of Komer's tragedy." Now, 
this is exactly what Alphonse would do ; 
but he would be very amusing on the 
interview between Eleanor of Aquitaine— 
that model of wifely virtue—and Mistress 
Rosamond Clifford. Hans is simply senti
mental and stupid, without that quality 
of dull folk—accuracy. Every school-girl 
knows that fair Rosamond died at a good 
old age in the odour of sanctity at' God-
stow ; and there is not a shade of evidence 
to show that Queen Eleanor ever interfered 
with her. I t would, I take it, have been 
more than her Majesty's life was worth 
to meddle with the pleasures of her hus
band, who had an awkward knack of 
putting her under lock and key for far 
smaller offences. Not content with blunder
ing in this way, Hans gives a description 
of the Tabard and the mustering of the 

pilgrims, in the style of a third-rate reporter 
of gushing tendencies. In like excruciating 
manner Hans flounders about in Shake
speare's London, and thrusts his awkward 
person into the coffee-houses and clubs. The 
accuracy of Hans may be judged from this 
supposed Horatian quotation: "Histriones, 
balatrones et hoc genus omne," which 
possesses the double advantage of being 
amenable neither to sense nor scansion. 
Altogether I am driven to the conclusion 
that Hans is a professor of the art of book-
making, possessed of the singular faculty 
of infecting all he touches with leaden 
dulness. If he were only a clumsy eye
witness, much could be pardoned him ; 
but his last effort conveys the impression 
that it was written in Berlin. Otherwise, 
how does Hans contrive to describe a 
coaching gentleman, attired as of old, in 
" his red coat with brass buttons, his red 
waistcoat, his white felt hat, and his pair 
of yellow calfskin gloves." Hans tells us 
how he rode in an English coach, and how 
there were Four-in-Hand Clubs in the 
days of George the Fourth. Has he, I 
wonder, ever seen the Four-in-Hand Club 
and the Coaching Club of our own day ? 
Hans is, I fear me, past praying for—a 
tiresome reporter and a blundering Dry-
as-dust. Alphonse, I know, despises me 
as a creature of fact, but destitute of ideas 
—a mere beast of burden to maintain an 
expensive wife and an enormous, an in
credible, family; as a dumb dog; an 
inarticulate, ungraceful creature, who 
knows not how to "flaner" or to "causer." 
He despises me, I know ; but, i' faith, he 
amuses me ! His cutting little remarks, 
his utter scorn of facts, and his excellent 
literary style move me to laugh, even 
when the laugh is against myself. But, 
as for Hans, may I never meet him 
a g a i n ! 

T H E OLD SWOED. 

LEAVE the old sword its niche upon the wall ; 
Don't let them take it down when I am gone. 

I love to watch the crosslet shadow fall 
From the great banner on the marble stone ; 

Bnt you may bring a lady here belike 
Who'll want her velvet and her china there ; 

Give her her way, boy, none of us are like, 

But bid her fancies the old broad sword spare-

When the oak logs were blazing on the hearth, 
I 've leant, a child, against my grandsire's knee, 

Leaving the dancers and the yule-tide mirth, 
To hear his tale of ancient chivalry ; 

How, when the Scots were pouring down the Pass, 
And "Douglas ! Douglas!" thrilled the tossing 

fray, 
His sire, alone, unaided as he was, 

With you good blade upheld and tamed the day. 
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And my brave father—he who died, you know. 
When conquering Marlboro' swept the foreign 

plains— 
With the torn flag he captured from the foe 

Sent back the sword, last pledge of glorious gains; 
My mother made me press my baby kiss 
^̂  Upon its jagged, burnished steel, and yow, 

I'll keep my honour clear from stain as this, 
I'll guard his sword and roof, secure as now." 

And my sweet Mary, when, a blushing bride, 
She flashed like sunlight on the ancient room, 

I showed her, half in sport and half in pride, 
The trophy and mute guardian of our home; 

And told her the old rede, " While yet its shine 
Upon the tapestry there can show undimmed, 

No cloud shall gather on the haughty line, 
By legend honoured and by minstrel hymned." 

And so, though modern eyes may laugh in scorn, 
And modern lips may doubt, or sneer, or jest, 

Faith gracefully by eager youth is worn, 
I bid thee give the sword ite fitting rest. 

Boy, I could tell thee many an eerie tale, 
Of mockery of strange creeds avenged full sore, 
But these old eyes are dull, old memories fail; 

Yet thou wert wise to heed. I speak no more. 

SERYIAN CUSTOMS AND 
LEGENDS.* 

I N the first stages of a nation's history, 
and before it has adopted a definite 
religion, we find a tendency to address 
adoration to the various manifestations of 
nature. Movement is taken for life, and 
purely material effects for an intelligent 
cause. The periodical return of the same 
phenomena appears to be a power inherent 
in nature itself, and, too ignorant to rise 
to the universal cause, man worships the 
effect. Christianity refines and purifies 
this adoration of nature in elevating it to 
its true source, but everywhere it has 
begun by enforcing the truth of its prin
ciples, before setting itself to destroy 
the various forms of error. Among the 
Servians, the entire circle of the year is 
marked by rites which express the myste
rious affinity between man and nature. 

Towards the end of winter, and about 
the beginning of Lent, the Servians cele
brate the Feast of the Dead, which thus 
coincides with the closing period of 
nature's mourning. On Palm Sunday, 
when all living things are renewing them
selves, they assemble to solemnise this 
time of promise and universal rejoicing. 
On the eve of this fete the young girls 
gather together upon a hiU, and sing 
ballads upon the resurrection of Lazarus. 
The next day, before sunrise, they repair 
to the well or fountein, where they are in 

* Bosnie, Servie, Hertzegovine, Bulgarie, Slavonie, 
Illyrie, Croatie, Dalmatie, Montenegro, Albanie. Par 
M. Chopin. 

Valachie, Moldavie, Bukovine, Transylvanie, Bes-
sarabie. Far M. Ubecim. 

the habit of drawing water ; there they 
dance in a ring, and sing in chorus songs 
wherein the poet tells how the horns of 
the stag disturb the waters, whUe its eye 
renders them pure and clear. Hardly have 
the ice and the later snows disappeared 
when the people celebrate numerous sym-
bolical rites. On the Eve of St. George 
which falls towards the end of April, the 
women gather fresh leaves and flowers 
which they throw into water set in motion 
by a mill-wheel, and the next morning 
they bathe in this water, made fragrant 
by their spring-tide offerings. I t would 
seem as if they wished thus to associate 
themselves with the renewal of the powera 
of nature. Doubtless, also, to this usage 
they attech the hope of fruitfulness. 

I t is at Whitsuntide that they celebrate 
the Feast of the Kralitze, or Queen. The 
young girls assemble; one represents the 
standard-bearer, another the king, and a 
third the queen herself, who, her face 
veiled, and attended by a maid of honour, 
stops to dance and sing before each house 
in the village. The subject of these songs 
is generally marriage, the choice of a 
husband, the happiness of married life, 
and the cares of maternity. At the end 
of each stanza they repeat the refrain 
Lelio, the divinity who presided over love 
among the ancient Slaves, and who seems 
to be the same as the Lado of the 
Russians, and the Solum of the Poles. 

They also repeat in procession symbo
lical chants in honour of the Yila, or 
nymphs of the forest, whom they represent 
as dancing under the trees where the fruit 
is ripening; or of the Radischa (elves), 
who delight in shaking the dew from the 
flowers and leaves, and who, pursuing 
some nymph, try to entice her into the 
shade of the forest by the promise that 
she shall there, by her mother's side, spin 
precious sUk with a golden disteff. 

As throughout Europe generally, the 
power of the sun is celebrated in Servia 
when this luminary has atteined its 
greatest altitude. The people associate 
poetically the idea of the solstice with the 
Feast of Saint John. They believe that, 
out of respect for that great forerunner, 
the sun three times stands still in the sky. 
The shepherds at this time of the year go 
round their sheepfolds and enclosures, 
carrying torches formed of the resinous 
bark of the birch-tree; then they go up 
to the hUls, where they aUow the torches 
to bum themselves out, whUe they give 
themselves over to froUc and amusement. 
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When the crops are suffering from 
excessive dryness, the women undress a 
young girl, covering her entirely vrith 
grass, leaves, and flowers. They give her 
the name of Dodola (from the particle 
" do," which signifies waiting upon, and 
the Sclavonic word '* dolia," meaning fate, 
destiny), and when nothing is visible to 
the eye but a mass of verdure, she takes 
her way from house to house, and the 
mothers of the famUy pour upon her 
pitchers of water. During these symbolic 
ablutions, the girls who accompany the 
Dodola pray for rain in their songs. The 
people believe in the efficacy of this 
ceremony; they even maintain that clouds 
follow the procession, and refresh the 
vines and cornfields. 

As to storm and thunder, the Servians 
place them under the influence of Elijah, 
doubtless in memory of the miraculous 
ascension of that prophet. I t is the 
Yirgin, who, in her wrath, sends the 
lightning, whUe St. Pantelemon has the 
direction of tempests. 

From the beginning of August the 
fields and gardens claim the attention of 
the peasant, who then gathers in the 
fruits of the ground. 

Winter brings new ceremonies. On the 
eve of the Feast of St. Barbara they boil 
all sorts of grain together in the same pot, 
which they leave near the fire during the 
night; the next morning they are careful 
to observe on which side the boiling has 
most swelled the grain, and on this indi
cation they sow the fields which extend in 
that direction. 

All these practices show that the pagan 
ideas are preserved, being transformed 
under the influence of Christianity. To 
this day the people swear by the sun and 
the earth. " Take mi sontza !" " Tako mi 
Zemlia!" are the most common affirma
tives of the Servians. The idea of God is 
none the less present to them in all their 
transactions. They never underteke any
thing without a preliminary, " If it please 
God." In some circumstences they even 
regard this formula as so indispensable 
that they omit the principal words of the 
phrase; thus they would ask a traveUer, 
** If God wUls P " As much as to say, 
"Where do you intend going, with the 
permission of Providence ? " They say 
their prayers three times a day: early in 
the morning; before supper; and in the 
evening, just before well-earned repose 
crowns the labours of the day. 

At teble they have no set form of grace. 

as we call i t ; each one finds, in his grati
tude, expressions wherein to glorify the 
Creator. No one dares to accept the place 
of honour at a feast, if he feels himself in
capable of suitebly improvising a prayer 
of thanksgiving. The Servians regard 
themselves as being under the protection 
of patron saints. The invitation to the 
fete of the saint which the family particu
larly revere is generally given in these 
terms: " Our house is also the house of 
the Lord. We invite you to come this 
evening. We shall not be found wanting 
in what we owe to our patron saint." 

On Christmas Eve the father of the 
family goes to the wood, and cuts down 
a straight and well-grown young oak. He 
brings it in, saying, " Good evening, and a 
happy Christmas; " to which those present 
reply, " May God grant both to thee, and 
mayest thou have riches and honour;" then 
they throw over him grains of corn. Pre
sently the young tree is placed upon the 
coals, where it remains until the morning, 
which they salute by repeated firings of a 
pistol. When a neighbour comes to visit, 
he throws grains of wheat through the open 
door, crying, " Christ is bom;" then those 
upon whom the grain has fallen, respond, 
" H e is bom, indeed." The visitor then 
enters, and, striking the log with a piece 
of iron, he adds, " For as many sparks as 
come out of you, let there be as many 
oxen, horses, sheep, goats, pigs, and bee
hives." At length the mistress of the 
house throws a veil over the guest; and 
they carry the remains of the log out into 
the orchard, retaining the ashes, to which 
they attribute certein virtues. 

They do not go to church on this occa
sion ; but to the feast, which follows this 
ceremony, each one brings a lighted candle 
in his hand. I t is the custom to kiss one 
another in announcing the birth of the 
Saviour; and to emblemise the union of 
the family, the father gathers in a bundle 
all the candles and places them in a dish, 
where grain of all kinds has been served ; 
also a cake of unleavened bread, called 
tchisnitza. They break the cake, in which 
a silver piece has been concealed, and he 
to whom it falls is considered the happiest 
of the party. This last part of the cere
mony reminds us of our own Twelfth 
Night. The table remains spread during 
three days, and Servian hospitality ex
cludes no one. 

With imaginations so impressionable, it 
is not to be wondered at that the Servians 
admit the existence of malevolent beings 
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and of genii, who neutralise, under certein 
circumstances, the power of favourable in
fluences. They believe in vampires, in ap
paritions, and in sorcerers. These latter 
have the faculty of laying aside the body, 
as easily as we should lay aside a garment; 
their fiery wings transport them through 
space to the bedsides of their sleeping 
victims. They open the left side, and tear 
out the heart to devour it. I t is upon 
children, above all, that they delight to 
exercise their witchcraft. Adults are more 
often visited by vampires—monsters, the 
idea of which has probably been borrowed 
from the Greeks. I t is pretended by the 
latter that the bodies of the excommu
nicated remain incorruptible, and that the 
evil spirit takes up his abode in them, in 
orderto appear in solitary places for the per-
petration of murder and such-like crimes. 

The plague has also its personation. 
Like the modem Greeks, the Servians 
represent the plague under the form of a 
veiled woman, who goes abroad, scattering, 
on all sides, the seeds of death. I t is not 
rare to hear it affirmed, by persons attacked 
by the plague, that they have seen and con
versed with this phantom. But always, as 
if they feared to excite the wrath of this 
personation, they do not attribute to her 
the disasters which follow; they say that 
God, displeased by the sins of man, sends 
her, from time to time, to chastise them. 

One of the most beautiful creations of 
Servian imagination is the Yila, or forest 
nymph. There is frequent mention of the 
Yila in their popular ballads. When they 
wish to give a high idea of the beauty of 
a maiden, it is to the Yila that they com
pare her. These ballads or legends, which 
the Servian hears from his infancy, strike 
his imagination; by dint of dreaming of 
the Yila he believes himself to have seen 
her ; and it is confidently affirmed in the 
country, that it is given to certain persons to 
hold converse with these mysterious beings. 

The favourite retreat of the Yila is in 
the depths of the forest, or on the banks 
of lakes or rivers. In general, they avoid 
the notice of man; but often their voice 
rises above the murmur of the waters, and 
the confused sound of their dancing, or 
their rapid flight through the forest, may 
be heard in the silence of the evening. 

Endowed with supernatural gifts, they 
can read the future; and they communi
cate their magic science to tho.se whom they 
favour, and who, from their birth, owe this 
privilege to certain fortuitous conditions. 

The following popular Servian tales 

serve to Ulustrate, in some degree, the 
foregoing remarks; the legend of the 
founding of Scutari, in particular, shows 
how prevailing is the belief in the Yila, 
and their interference in the affairs cf men. 

THE WAVERING MAIDEN. 

Last night torrents of rain feU from the 
clouds; the night air covered the ground 
with hoar-frost. I went forth to seek him 
whom I love; but on the lonely plain I 
saw but his mantle, his scarf, and, near his 
silver harp, a green apple. Then I said 
within myself: " If I take his mantle—but 
perhaps he may feel thie cold ; the scarf-
it is I myself who have given it te him; 
the harp is my brother's gift. I will leave 
the print of my teeth in this green apple; 
he wiU know thus that I came. 

THE SECRET DISCLOSED. 

Two lovers were lavishing on each other 
marks of their tenderness, for they thought 
themselves alone; but the meadow saw 
them; she told the story of their loves 
to the flock, who recounted it te the 
shepherd. The shepherd repeated it to 
a traveller, who confided it to a boatman; 
the boatman revealed it to the rash waves, 
and they to the maiden's mother. 

THE RASH vow. 

Nine times had a mother given birth to 
a daughter. The tenth time she prayed 
God to grant her a son; but her prayer 
was unanswered, and the nine maidens 
had another sister. 

When all was ready for the baptism, the 
godfather asked the mother what name 
was to be given to the child. 

" Let them call her Jeanne," replied she; 
" and may the devil fly away vrith her!' 

But the girl grew; her figure was Hthe 
and graceful; the rose and pink thorn paled 
before the brightness of her complexion. 
One day she went to draw water from the 
forest spring ; she heard a voice which said 
to her, " Throw thy pitcher upon the green 
grass, wonderful Jeanne ! My retreat is 
full of freshness and shade ; a little child, 
rocked in thy godfather's arms, thou wast 
promised to us by thy mother." So the 
maiden threw her pitcher into the long 
grass, and followed whither the voice 
should lead her. 

Filled with anxiety the old mother came 
to seek he r : "Jeanne," she cried, "oh. 
my youngest bom, wilt thou leave my 
hearth desolate ? " 

But the maiden answered her: "B^* 
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proved of God, go back alone to thy 
dwelling! Didst thou not thyself decide 
my fate, when, still an infant, I lay in my 
godfather's arms ? " 

THE CHARM. 

I t is n ight ; the warriors are resting; 
the amber-coloured wine sparkles in the 
goblets ; but the young Sto'ian drinks not 
of the intoxicating draught; the fragrant 
coffee smokes in its golden cup. 

The maidens come from the fountain, 
bearing on their shoulders their replenished 
waterpots. In the midst of them comes 
the sister of Ivan. At the sight of her 
Sto'ian feels his heart bum with love ; he 
throws in the maiden's path a sweet-
scented quince and a rosy apple; but, with 
an imperious foot, the sister of Ivan spurns 
the apple, and the quince roUs in vain upon 
the ground. At this sight Sto'ian gives him
self up to despair. All at once he rises and 
hastens to his dwelling; it is by sorcery that 
he hopes to triumph over the sister of Ivan. 

He tekes four leaves of paper which a 
sorceress has charmed; upon the first he 
traces symbolic lines and throws it into 
the flames, pronouncing these words: 
" Consume not thou, oh charm ! nor thou, 
oh fragile leaf ! Let the heart of the sister 
of Ivan alone be inflamed." He throws into 
water the second leaflet: "May the current 
of these waves carry along with it naught 
but the heart of the sister of Ivan ! " 
While giving up to the breath of the winds 
the third, he exclaims: " May the winds, 
respecting this charm, raise with them the 
heart of the sister of Ivan 1" As to the 
fourth, he places it upon his pillow: 
"Mayest thou not remain on my couch, 
oh charm! but mayest thou be replaced 
by the sister of Ivan ! " 

Some hours had passed, when a gentle 
sound is heard at the door. Someone 
knocks; the charm has worked; it is the 
sister of Ivan. 

"Open," she says, " if thou fearest God, 
for the flames are consuming me!" Sto'ian 
remains silent, and stUl " Open " entreate 
the maid, " t h e waters are overwhelming 
me 1 " but the youth stUl answers not. 
" Sto'ian," at last cries the sister of Ivan, 
" the winds are lifting me up and carrying 
me to the clouds! " Then Sto'ian opens 
the door, and seizing the white hands of 
the maiden, draws her into his dwelling. 

THE TRANSFORMATION. 

Stephen was his mother's pride. She 
was the widow of a warrior who had been 

treacherously murdered by an Albanian. 
When the season came which strews the 
forest paths vrith yellow leaves, Stephen's 
mother died, leaving nothing to her son 
but a plot of ground at the foot of the 
mountain, together vrith her last blessing. 
The humour of the young shepherd became 
so gloomy that the maidens thought him 
demented, and whispered that the YUa 
had teken him as an adopted brother. 
However, if Stephen did not conduct 
himself in the common affairs of Ufe like 
most ordinary mortals, it was he whom 
everyone came to consult on important 
occasions; no one gave better advice, and 
when the priest was applied to for the 
adjustment of a difficulty, he would say, 
" Go to Stephen." 

One day, when, in a dreamy mood, he 
was wandering through the green forest, 
he saw a young girl approaching h im; 
twice he turned to avoid her, twice he 
found himself face to face with this 
beautiful apparition. 

" Stephen," she said, stending before 
him so that he could not escape, " I want 
you to help me to make up my mind. Two 
suitors demand my hand: how shall I 
know which of them I ought to choose ? " 

Stephen made the maiden sit down by 
him, and spoke of love and married bliss 
in terms so attractive, that one would have 
said his whole heart was on his lips. The 
young girl listened to him with emotion: 
" Would to Heaven," she said to herself, 
" that either of my lovers resembled h im!" 
The Yila alone heard what passed, but before 
another moon had waned, Stephen's cottage, 
adorned with fresh garlands, re-echoed with 
the bridal song. 

THE MOTHER, THE SISTER, AND THE WIFE. 

Dragged down by the falling of an oM 
wall, and well-nigh buried beneath its 
ruins, Ivan broke his right arm. The 
Yila undertook to restore him to health 
upon three conditions — the invalid's 
mother must sacrifice one of her hands, 
his sister cut off her beautiful hair, and 
his young wife give up to the nymph of 
the green forest her necklace of pearls. 
The mother and sisteri consented without 
regret to what the Yila required, but the 
young wife would not give up her pearls, 
declaring that they had been her father's 
gift. 

Enraged by this refusal, the Yila spread 
upon the wounded arm the juice of a 
poisonous plant, the effect of which was 
sudden and mortal. 
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Then the cuckoos made the air ring 
with their lamentations. Two birds sighed 
day and night, whilst a third only bewailed 
iteelf at intervals. The two first were 
mourning for Ivan's mother and sister, 
the third for the young wife. 

KONDA. 

Konda had just died—Konda, the only 
son of his mother. In her despair she 
was unwilling that his cherished remains 
should rest far from her dwelling. They 
dug a grave in a green spot of the garden, 
under the golden-fruited orange-trees; it 
was there that the distressed mother came 
daily to commune with him who was no 
more. " Oh ! my son, does not the earth 
press heavily upon thee ? Art thou not 
•imprisoned in thy maple-wood coffin ? " 

A feeble and plaintive voice replied, ";It 
is not the earth which weighs me down, 
it is not my maple coffin ; the load which 
oppresses me is the grief of my beloved; 
when she sighs, my soul is sad in heaven. 
Judge what my grief will be, should she 
prove inconstant to my memory! " 

THE FOUNDATION OF SKADAR (sGUTARl). 

Three brothers—the King Yukaschin, 
Ugliescha the Yo'ivode, and Ga'iko the 
youngest—were laying the foundations of 
a fortress. I t was upon the banks of the 
Bo'iana, where Skadar stands at the 
present day. 

For three years, three hundred skUled 
workmen laboured without ceasing, and, 
far from being completed, the town and 
fort had not yet their foundations laid. 
What they built by day, the Yila de
molished by night. The fourth year was 
about to commence when the voice of the 
Yila was heard, in these words: " Why 
all this labour, King Yukaschin ? Why 
squander in vain thy treasures ? Dost 
thou hope to build a town when thou 
canst not even lay the foundations of 
it ?. Know, then, that thou shalt not 
succeed until after thou hast built up 
within the first walls two beings, children 
of the same mother, Sto'i and Sto'iana." 
When the king heard of this prediction, 
he called Decinier, his faithful servant. 
" My son," said he to him, " as thou hast 
always, even untU now, testified thy zeal 
towards me, yoke the steeds to the chariot, 
take with thee six bags of gold, and travel 
all over the world, until thou findest two 
brothers bearing the name of Sto'i and 
Sto'iana. Bring them hither at all hazards, 
so that we may build them up in the 

foundations, for then alone shall we be 
able to rear the fortress." 

Scarcely had Decinier received this 
order, than he hastened to prepare the 
horses; he took six bags of gold, and 
travelled through the wide world, seeking 
everywhere for Sto'i and Sto'iana. Ris 
journey lasted three years, but he could 
not find the two brothers; then he came 
back to Yukaschin, bringing with him the 
horses, the chariot, and the six bags of 
gold. 

When the king had learned from Decinier 
that all his efforts had been fruitless, he 
called Rad, the master-builder, and ordered 
him to recommence the interrupted works. 
The three hundred masons set themselves 
again to their labour, but the Yila, as 
before, overturned at night what they had 
built during the day. At last she gave to 
Yukaschin this last warning: " Each of 
you has a faithful wife at home; let her 
who first comes out with the workmen's 
morning meal be built up in the founda
tions ; then shall you be free to finish the 
fortress." 

The king called hifl two brothers and 
explained to them the conditions of the 
Yila. " Let us swear," he said, " not to 
reveal this secret to our wives, and let 
fate alone decide which shall be the 
victim." Then the three brothers took 
the oath. 

The evening come, each went home to 
his white dwelling, where the evening 
meal awaited h im; but, forgetful of his 
oath, Yukaschin said to his wife, "Beloved, 
take care, above all things, not to go down 
to-morrow with the workmen's breakfast; 
it will cost you your life, and you wiU be 
walled up in the foundations of the fort!" 

Ugliescha was not more discreet, and 
gave, in the same words, the same advice 
to his wife. Gaiko alone remained faithful 
to his promise. 

Scarcely had the day dawned over the 
mounteins when the three brothers came 
to superintend the works on the Bo'iana. 

Two women came presently from the 
dweUings of the chiefs—they were the 
wives of the king and of the Yo'ivode; 
the one came to spread upon the meadow 
a newly-washed cloth ; then she carried it 
to the laundry, but she came no farther. 
The second carried a red earthenware 
pitcher, and went to draw water from the 
spring; then she exchanged a few words 
with her sister-in-law, but she also came 
no farther. The young wife of Gaiko had re
mained at home, an infant in the cradle claim' 
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ing all her care, and when the hour for the 
morning meal approached, Ga'iko's mother 
wished to call the servants, and with them 
carry food down to the Bo'iana. " Do not 
put yourself to this trouble, good mother," 
said the young wife; " rock the child, and 
I wUl go myself; rest quite satisfied, I will 
see that all is prepared. I t would be a 
sin before God, and expose us to the just 
reproaches of men, if we allowed you 
to burthen yourself thus." Ga'iko's old 
mother began to rock the cradle, whilst 
her daughter-in-law, after having called 
the servants, went down, teking with them 
the morning meal, towards the Bo'iana. 
The first to see her was Ga'iko; he threw 
himself before her, he wound his arms 
around her, he covered her sweet face 
with kisses and tears, and said to her, 
sobbing, " Dost thou not see, unhappy and 
dearly-loved wife, that there is nothing left 
for thee but to die ? With whom hast thou 
then left our Ivan ? Alas ! who will tend 
the chUd ? Who now will nurse him ? " 

Yukaschin would not allow him to say 
more; he seized the young wife by the 
hand and led her to Rad, the master-
builder, who called the gang of workmen. 
The young wife looked at them smUing, 
for she mistook all these threats for 
pleasantry. Meanwhile they raise around 
her stones and pieces of wood; already 
the structure reaches to .her knees; but in 
her innocence she still laughs, so far is she 
from suspecting the reality. When they 
reached her waist she understood what was 
the fate which awaited her; then her grief 
changed to despair, and addressing her 
brother-in-law, she cried, " You will not 

^allow them to bury me alive; I am so 
young, you must have lost all fear of 
God to allow them to do this thing before 
your eyes." Then, seeing that her prayers 
were unavailing, and rising superior to all 
false shame, she thus implored her lord: 
" Oh ! my dear master and husband, do 
not allow them to bury me alive; my 
mother has gold, she will buy a slave or 
a captive; and, if there needs must be a 
victim, at least let it not be your young 
wife." Confounded by her words, Gra'iko 
answered nothing. Then the unfortunate 
girl addressed herself to the master-builder. 
"Rad,"said she, " oh! my brother in Christ, 
leave, I beseech you, a little opening at the 
height of my breast, it need only be large 
enough for me to nurse my child from it, 
if anyone wiU, in pity, bring him to his 
mother." 

Conjtired thus in the Saviour's name. 

Rad felt himself moved with compassion; 
he arranged a little window at the height 
of the young mother's breast. She asked 
him yet another favour, that they would 
allow her a Uttle light, so that she might 
see from her dungeon her beautiful home, 
watch the arrival of her son, and foUow 
him with her eyes when they took him 
away. I t was thus that they built Skadar. 
They brought the child to the young mother, 
and she fed him during one week; then her 
voice was heard no more, but the sources 
of life remained fruitful for a whole year. 
Love was stronger than death, and even 
at the present day nursing mothers piously 
visit the scene of this miracle. 

NOT EXPLAINED. 
A STORY IN THREE PARTS. PART I. 

THE FJRST TIME. 

ELEVEN years ago it was. Aye, eleven I 
remember; for it was the year after I got 
my first picture into the Academy (I had 
only gone in for Suffolk-street and the 
Dudley before), and that was in 1865. 
I t was very early in the spring too, and I 
was down in Surrey sketching, working 
up backgrounds, in fact, for a couple of 
pictures, both of which I hoped soon to 
submit to the dread conclave who rule the 
fates at Burlington House. There was a 
little inn at the meeting of three cross roads, 
somewhere between Dorking and Sheere ; 
and there I put up for my headquarters, 
making longer or shorter excursions there
from according as I found the neighbouring 
skies and "b i t s " propitious, or the reverse. 

I had been out one day painting at a 
bit of moorland; dark brown earth, dashed 
here and there with a bit of golden furze 
blossom ; two or three taU fir-trees stend
ing up to the right, their trunks picked 
out sharply against a pale, far-off sky. I t 
was for a background for my Priscilla the 
Puritan Maiden, the best bit of colouring 
I ever did. Not that you wUl remember 
it, though; though it wasn't rejected either. 
I wish it had been, instead of being " skyed " 
where no one could see it, in the darkest 
comer of the Academy, and obliged to 
stick there tUl the end of July; when 
WiUis, the picture dealer, saw it in my 
studio, and said: 

"My dear fellow, if you'd shown me 
that before you sent it in, I might have 
offered you three figures for it." 

As it was, he didn't offer me anything; 
and if you want to see it you've only to 
look under a pile of old canvases in my 
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models' dressing-room. I t would go for 
under three figures now; but that has 
nothing to do with my story. 

I had been painting for the best part of 
the day, as I have said, making the most 
of the sky, a misty opaline tint throwing 
up the fir-trees wonderfully, and giring 
an improved tone to the browns and 
madders of the bit of moorland; and then 
a sudden breeze sprang up, the sun came 
out brightly; the dim, pearly sky broke 
np into sharp whites and blues; and I 
packed up my traps to go home. The 
"effect" was over for that day at all 
events, and I wanted a walk. There was 
a good bit of afternoon still before me. I 
determined to take a new route home
wards, and go through the park of a 
certain nobleman in the neighbourhood; 
a place of which I had often heard, though 
I had never happened to visit it before. 

Wonderfully beautiful, too, it was when 
I got there, which was not for some time, 
as I didn't know my way a bit, and had an 
unconquerable dislike (I have it now) to 
asking it of other people. 

The land rose and fell, now in sharp 
ridges, thickly wooded with deep, ferny 
clefte between; now in smooth, green 
rollers, like the waves of an inland sea, 
dotted over with huge beeches, and set off 
here and there by a dark Scotch pine, or 
an emerald larch in all the first glitter of 
its early spring garniture. I t was a lovely 
scene altogether, and I wandered on, now 
taking one path, now another; and anon 
striking across the grass to catch a nearer 
view of one of the soft-eyed, slim-legged 
deer, or disturb a hare from its bracken 
covert. 

All at once it occurred to me to wonder 
where I was going. 

I was coming down one of the grassy 
undulations in the park. The sun was 
just setting, and the light feU on one side 
of the tall, straight silver stems of the 
Scotch firs and larches, leaving the other 
side dark, and throwing long lines of black 
shadow across the copper-coloured leaves 
which covered the sloping woods below, 
so that they suggested a musical score 
with its lines and giant black - stalked 
crotehets. That wood looked too dense, 
however, to be a portion of the park; and 
if it were not, I had strayed to the extreme 
farthest point from that which I desired 
to reach. Still it was better to ascertain 
the t ru th; the sun would be down in a 
few moments; and if, as I suspected, that 
mass of brown foliage was the outskirts 

of Ditchley-wood, I was a good eight 
miles from home, and had better give up 
the thought of walking thither, and beteke 
myself instead to Ditchley vUlage, in the 
hope of finding some sort of a conveyance. 

The ground got steeper, and the grass 
poorer, as I descended. A thin belt of 
Scotch firs stood up at the bottom, out of 
an undergrowth of fern and ragged 
shrubbery; and when I had passed this 
I saw that my suspicions were correct. 
My hand rested on the ancient, moss-
grown paling which surrounded the park, 
whUe beyond the deep ditch on the farther 
side stretched a narrow strip of brown, 
marshy-looking moorland shut in by the 
afore-mentioned woods. 

The sun had set by now, and there was 
something dark and threatening about the 
belt of dusky foliage, and deep impene
trable shadow before m e ; something un
speakably melancholy in that lonely bit of 
common, broken only by an occasional 
hillock, or pool of blackish water throwing 
back a dull gleam to meet the pale light 
of the evening sky; something which 
made me inclined to cling to this rotten 
park paling as a sign of human habita
tions and civilisation. To reach Ditehley, 
I must cross that bit of common and the 
wood beyond; if I followed the paling I 
must come out—somewhere! I deter
mined to follow the paling. 

The light grew fainter and more dusky 
as I advanced, the landscape blacker and 
more indistinct. I had often been out at 
this time before; not unfrequently had 
only found my way back to my lodgings 
by the clear light of the moon; but never 
in all my life had I experienced this unac-
counteble feeling of nervousness and de
pression, which positively made me stert 
and shiver at the mere sound of a rustling 
among the firs and undergrowth on my 
right. 

I t was nothing but just such a rustling 
as had several times before disturbed me— 
the passage of a fallow-deer through the 
dry fronds of its bracken cover; yê* 
(mock at me if you will) I declare to 
Heaven I stood still, drenched from head 
to foot with a cold dew of perspiration, 
and turned my head to look for the 
innocent cause of the noise vrith the slow, 
stiff movement of one who expecte to see 
something terrible — even, perhaps, the 
enemy of mankind himself! 

Instead, I saw nothing ! Nothing, that 
is, but a darkish patch among the bnshes, 
which, at first, I thought was the shadow 
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of a man. They were not high enough, 
however, to conceal even a deer; and the 
belt of trees, among which they grew, was 
so thin, I could clearly see through it to the 
steep, grassy ridge beyond. I t could but 
have been a hare, startled from its form, 
and gone before I could turn my head. I 
laughed aloud at myself as I walked on; and 
then stopped short, with a positively sick 
feeling of dread as the rustling began again; 
and this time so like—to my sharpened senses 
— t̂he stealthy tread of a man's footsteps 
through the brake at my right hand, that 
I looked over my shoulder with the full an
ticipation of seeing him there. 

Again—nothing ! Nothing but waving 
shadow among the shrubs, probably cast by 
one of the fir-trees, and looking blacker for 
the paleness of the evening light—a mere 
shade, which might even have been fancy, 
for it seemed to fade and disappear as I 
looked at it, and I went on again reso
lutely. The rustling sound went on too. 
Yes; there was no mistaking it now. I t 
was the creeping, careful step of a man 
following something—a man who did not 
wish to be heard. • Could it be—such mis
takes have been made through the medium 
of disordered nerves—the sound of my 
own footeteps, translated by a feverish 
imagination to a little distance from me ? 

I stood still again to try. 
The shadow-tread went on, crushing the 

dry leaves beneath it step by step ; came 
np to me, still on my right; passed me 
(it may have been fancy, but I could 
almost swear I felt the shadow on me 
then, and with it a strange, cold sensa
tion, as of an icy draught) ; went on a 
few yards, and then paused, as though 
he, if it were a man, had suddenly caught 
sight of the object he was pursuing. 

Quite involuntarily I stepped forward, 
gazing eagerly to see it too; and, to my 
great relief, saw, at the distance of about 
twenty yards from me, a young lady 1 

The path I was following had been 
trending upwards for some time. I t 
reached the brow of a long ridge at a 
little distence, where the slender, scanty-
leaved boughs of a tall birch-tree feathered 
down te near the palings in a sort of 
natural arch, beyond which you could see 
a space of cold gray-blue sky. Beneath 
this arch she stood, her head turned, 
looking back over her shoulder at me. 
She had on a canary-coloured gown, with 
a white bloominess on the edges of it, as 
though it were made of velvet, and cut, in 
the quaint old-fashioned style which we 

rarely see nowadays except in pictures, 
square - shaped across the bosom. The 
sleeves were puffed, and slashed in some 
darker colour, above the elbow; and the 
neck was hidden by a ruffling, or kerchief, 
of lace. Standing there, she looked rather 
above the middle height in women; and 
the exquisite shape of her head and limbs, 
the latter rather expressed than hidden by 
the straight, clinging folds of her gown; 
the former uncovered, save for a wreath of 
soft, shining black hair, curling low on the 
forehead and down her neck, would have 
attracted the eye of any man, had he an 
artist's soul behind it or not. In her left 
hand she held something like a leathern 
strap, coiled u p ; and, as she turned her 
head, I caught the broken, quivering gleam 
of what looked like a cluster of diamonds, 
pendant from her throat and ears. Her 
face I wUl not attempt to describe. I t 
was simply that of the most lovely woman 
I have ever yet seen. 

I have said that she was looking back 
at me; but as I gazed at her, I saw, with 
a return of the same strange feeUng I have 
before noticed, that her eyes rested, not on 
me, but on something to my right, and in 
the same moment I felt that she, too, was 
listening to the shadow. Nay, more ; she 
was looking at it. 

Almost before I could realise all this, 
the lovely, listening expression of her face 
changed to one of mingled fear and annoy
ance, struggling with strong distasteful 
pride. She flung back her head with an 
impatient gesture, and, turning abruptly 
round, disappeared over the ridge. 

In the same breath the rustling sound 
began again, glided from me up the hill, 
and disappeared too. 

I suppose I must have stood where I 
was for a minute or so, before pursuing 
my onward way, in the hope of seeing 
something more of the lovely lady of the 
park. I was struggling with my own 
insane folly in having allowed myself to 
connect her, even for a second, with the 
rustling which had disturbed my morbid 
nervousness; and in having become pos
sessed with the idea that it was she, and 
no other, whom this creeping shadow was 
following; and that she knew it as well 
as I did. I put the fanciful notion from 
me with an effort, and was trudging 
slowly on, when a sudden, sharp, waUing 
cry rose from the other side of the ridge ; 
a woman's cry, so plaintive, so shrill with 
deadly terror, that, grasping my stick 
tighter, I tore up the path and gained the 
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spot wht-Te the girl had stood, before 
another minute could have elapsed. The 
echoes of the cry were still trembling on the 
air us I stood there; and I looked down for 
the cause of it, fully expecting to see that the 
girl had either fallen, or had been attecked 
by some animal which had alarmed her. 

To my intense astonishment there was 
no one whatever in sight! 

The path sloped downwards from my 
feet, and stretched out straight and un
broken, with the high paling and flat 
common on one side, and the line of trees 
at the other. Just at the bottom two or 
three rabbits had come out, and were 
feeding as quietly, at the edge of the grass, 
as though nothing had passed that way 
within an hour. They threw back their 
ears, cocked up their little white tails, and 
were off like a shot when I shouted out. 

"Where are you? Are you h u r t ? " 
but there was no other response, no other 
sign of anyone hearing me, and my voice 
died away in echoes against the silent 
woods. Even the rustling sound had 
ceased, and with it the chilly, nervous 
feeling I had experienced. As I went on, 
indeed, I began to ask myself whether I 
had not fancied the cry. I felt as if I had 
been in a dream, of which the only real 
thing was the girl I had seen. Probably 
she was one of Lord Marloes' daughters. 
There might be a fancy ball that night at 
the Abbey, and she had dressed early, and 
come out for a stroll in the park, until 
disturbed by the intrusion of a stranger 
like myself. The cry (if cry there had 
been.) had come from the other side of the 
ridge, and from no great distance; and as 
the trees were nowhere so thick that I 
could not see through them for several 
hundred yards, it was evident that she 

' had neither been hurt, nor frightened so 
seriously as to be prevented from running 
very swiftly out of sight. 

I went on therefore without more delay; 
and in another minute or two came on a 
park-keeper's lodge, at a turn in the path, 
with a woman sitting outside it peeling 
potatoes into a wooden tub. 

She stopped to look at me as I came up, 
and answered my query as to the nearest 
village by pointing smilingly to sundry 
columns of smoke rising above the edge of 
the common at a little distance, and telling 
me that that was D itchley. Yes, it belonged, 
like the Abbey, to Lord Marloes. Married ? 
Oh, certainly; but a young man with no 
daughters, and his wife not to say hand
some anyway; though a dear, good lady. 

and a sad invalid. They were having soma 
grand doings at the Abbey that evening, 
and my lord's sister had just called in 
passing, and carried off the eldest boy te 
help with the decorations in the mnaic-
room. She were handsome, if I liked, a 
real beauty, with the real family haur, 
black as my boot, and blue eyes; but as 
to her dress, the dame hadn't seen her, 
had been busy indoors, and the boy had 
only run in to tell her he was wanted. 
She didn't know what a fancy ball was, 
had never heard of i t ; and as to a shriek 
(here she stared at me rather sharply, as 
though thinking I was a little out of my 
mind), there Imdn't been none in her 
hearing, wi'out I meant the peacocks. 
My lord kept a " m o r t " of them wrild 
in the preserves; and, indeed, she'd got 
so used to their screeching that she didn't 
pay no count to it now. 

And that was it, of course ! I had not 
known of the peacocks, or I should not 
have asked the question; and, for the rest, 
my last conjecture was probably correct. I 
don't remember ever laughing more heartily 
than I did at the recollection of my own 
fanciful cowardice, when, ten minutes later, 
I found myself sitting by a blazing fire in 
the most comfortable room of the Ditchley 
Arms. I should have liked to have seen 
my lord's sister again though. The lovely 
face dwelt in my mind for some weeks; 
and I even fixed it there by makuig a 
sketch of her, from memory, as she stood 
under the silver birch, looking back at me. 

PART II. THE SECOND TIME. 

TEN years had passed over my head since 
the occurrence of the incident mentioned 
in my last chapter; and, to speak the truth, 
it had faded so entirely out of my mind 
that if anybody had asked me about the 
events of that spring excursion, I am 
certain it would not have recurred to my 
memory as forming one of them. 

I had travelled much in the interval; 
had lived for some time in Rome and 
Naples; made a name as a successful 
artist; last, not least, married and esta
blished myself in London, the father of 
twin girls and a boy—a man tolerably 
well to do in the world, who papered 
his house with dingy green, and hung it 
with cracked Japanese plates made a 
fortnight back in England. Could any 
individual have passed more completely 
out of the realms of youthful dreams and 
fancies to the modern shams and fashions 
of the day ? 
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Among my acquaintances—and being 
well off, I had a large circle of them—was 
one C/aptain Yerschoyle, the son of one of 
onr merchant princes, and heir to a col
lection of pictures worth some hundreds 
of thousands. 
,j T^e had a very fair taste for art him
self, had had a couple of studies from me ; 
and had got into a way of dropping in at 
OUT house, now and then of an evening, to 
have a game of billiards with me, or to 
play over some of his own musical com
positions to my wife. 

When the time for the annual summer 
exodus drew near, on this particular year, 
I happened to mention one day that, after 
a month at the seaside, I was going to 
take my wife and the chUdren to Reigate 
for September. Yerschoyle was present at 
the time, and turned round to express his 
delight* He was going for a fortnight's 
shooting to a friend's place, about ten miles 
from Reigate. If we were there, he should 
be able to see something of us. How jolly I 

Of course I echoed his pleasure. The 
young fellow was a pnppy and a noodle; 
but a gentlemanly puppy too,, and not a 
bad-hearted noodle. I rather liked him on 
the whole. 

Sure enough, I had not been ten days 
at Reigate, and was standing, one after
noon, on the platform of the London and 
Brighton Station, with a friend waiting 
for the train which was to convey him to 
tewn, when, lowering my eyes from one 
of the most glorious golden sunsets ever 
vouchsafed to the eye of man, I saw 
standing up black against the saffron-
coloured sky two men at the farther end 
of the platform, one of whom was making 
vehement gestures of recognition in my 
direction. 

Needless to say it was Yerschoyle, and 
the next moment we were shaking hands, 
and he had introduced his friend, who 
turned out to be his then host, and who 
met me very cordially, and gave me his 
card with a hearty invitation to come 
over te lunch any day and see the picture-
gaUery, of which he said his brother, the 
oiwner of the place, was vepy proud. When 
they were gone I looked at the card, and 
saw written in pencil, under the name and 
London address, "Ditchley Abbey." 
^ Ditehley Abbey! WeU ! what was there 
ni the name to make me s tar t? I had 
pFobably heard of the place before. I t was 
a teleraWy well-known one, and belonging 
•o an equaUy weU-known peer. I saw his 
•MM in the papers every day. The glories 

of the Abbey were mentioned with honour 
in the county guide-book. I had even a 
dim notion that I had once been to the 
place, and had seen one of the ladies of 
the house. I t must have been a long 
time back at all events. My ideas on the 
subject were most indistinct; and I had 
not even had an idea that the Abbey was 
within a drive of my present residence. 
My friend's train came up while I was 
stUl looking at the card, and I dropped it 
on the platform, and with it the memory 
I had been trying to recaU. 

In due time, however, I drove over to 
the Abbey, a magnificent place, palatial 
in size and ugliness, and approached by 
one of the finest avenues in the South of 
England, and was welcomed very cordially 
by my host, who introduced me to his 
wife and sister-in-law, and a couple of 
men friends, who, like Yerschoyle, were 
down for the shooting, and with whom 
we all sat down to lunch. 

During the meal I gathered that Lord 
Marloes, himself, was travelling on the 
Continent for his wife's health; and that 
his brother was only staying at the Abbey 
for the home shooting, and the vicinity 
to the regiment to which he, as well as 
Yerschoyle and one of the other men, 
belonged. 

The conversation, however, chiefly 
turned on art, in compliment to me, I 
suppose, as a stranger, and to the idea 
(only too correct a one, I fear) that painters 
and singers are never thoroughly happy 
on any subject out of their own pro
fession. At any rate the usual weU-bred 
sillinesses and inanities, common to those 
cultivated members of society who wouldn't 
know a Titian from a Gainsborough, if left 
to themselves, were said by my pretty 
hostess and her husband, Yerschoyle 
chiming in with the air of an A.R.A. at 
the very least, and bringing out such a 
" repertoire " of studio slang in the way 
of "b i t s , " "effects," " modelUng," and 
" tone," &c., that he was equal to a whole 
crew of second-rate Suffolk-street artiste 
rolled into one ; and as soon as lunch was 
over we repaired to the picture-gallery. 

I have no space or time for dweUing 
on the paintings. There were some very 
good ones, and some equaUy trashy ; a 
very fair coUection of old masters; and a 
lengthy array of family portraite. These 
had a gallery to themselves leading out of 
the organ-room, and we came to them at 
the last, our host showing considerably 
more interest in descanting on them, than 
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on the more interesting pictures we had 
just been seeing. 

All at once a strange feeling came over 
I saw nothing, and heard nothing; me 

bnt my hands grew cold as ice, and a 
sick, shivering sensation crept along every 
vein in my body, bringing back to me in 
one breath the rustling sound of that 
shadow-step which I had heard, or had 
fancied I heard, ten years ago, in the very 
park on to which the windows of the 
picture-gallery were looking. How it 
came, or whence it came, I know no t ; 
but in that moment the terror I had so 
long forgotten was there, as plainly and 
vividly as though the sound of the stealthy 
footsteps were even then in my ears. I 
was standing facing the window, and with 
my back to a picture. Something made 
me turn round, though with a feeling of 
reluctance which I could not define, and 
look at it. I t was the life-size, half-length 
portrait of a man, in the dress of the Stuart 
era, very well painted, but with a dark evil 
face, strongly lined, and wearing a peculiar 
look in the eyes, half sombre, half pas
sionate, which gave a sinister expression to 
the whole countenance. 

I had never seen the picture or any 
copies of it before. I had never met any
one in the least reminding me of it. If 
you ask me how a face, thus utterly strange 
and unfamiliar, could remind me of a 
sound, unconnected with face or shape of 
any sort, I cannot answer. I can only 
aver as solemnly as I stend here that it 
did, and so intimately that one seemed as 
it were only a concomitant of the other. 
I made no comment on it whatever. I 
went on, answered some queries of my 
host's relative to another portrait, and 
then stopped short, as if struck by a 
sudden blow, and cried out so loud as to 
ster tie them all. 

" Good Heavens ! I was right. Here 
she is too 1 " 

We had come to a long narrow picture, 
almost hidden by a projecting piUar at a 
comer of the gallery—the portrait of a 
lady in a canary.coloured gown, the sleeves 
puffed and slashed with dark red, the 
bodice cut square over the bosom, whose 
downy whiteness was partly hidden by a lace 
kerchief. Clusters of diamonds and rubies 
glittered at her throat, and in her ears; 
and one hand was curled round the neck 
of a huge hound, whose dark muzzle rested 
on her knee. Her hair, which was black 
and curly, was worn low on her forehead 
and down her neck behind; and the 

whole face was lit up by an expression of 
mirthful sweetness mingled with an inno
cent consciousness of her own beauty. A 
beautiful face indeed! so beautiful that 
I had never seen its like but once before— 
the face of " m y lord's sister" as she 
looked that evening when I met her in the 
park. 

Naturally my violent stert and ex-
clamation — for which, indeed, I could 
have bitten out my tongue—excited no 
little wonder in those about me, and my 
host repeated: 

" She ? Why, Mr. Le Fane, what can 
you know of this too fair and foohsh 
ancestress of mine ? " 

The tone was a little haughty, and I 
stammered something about having taken 
the face for the portrait of someone else— 
someone I had seen. I even asked whether 
it had ever been engraved or exhibited— 
at a loan-collection perhaps ? 

" Oh dear no ! " he said. None of the 
portraits had ever been allowed te be 
copied or removed from the Abbey; and 
indeed, till within the last hundred years, 
this one had not been visible to visiters, being 
covered with a curtain ; and he pointed to 
some blackened fragments of drapery still 
suspended to a cord some inches above the 
frame. 

" The portrait then has a history ? " I 
said, vrith as much coolness as I could 
command. " Certainly the original must 
have been beautiful enough to warrant 
one. May we hear it, if the request is 
not impertinent ? " 

" By all means. The fair Lady Dorothea 
lived too long ago for her follies to affect 
us personally (even as a warning to you, 
my dear)," nodding his head at his bloom
ing sister-in-law, who was somehow always 
to be found lingering with Yerschoyle in 
the rear of the rest of the party. " The 
story is only too common, I'm afraid, and 
is simply this. She was very lovely, as 
you see, and had a host of lovers, as you 
infer. Also she was a coquette, and so 
hard to please that she couldn't make up 
her mind as to whom to take ; and a story 
got about that she had so far disgraced 
herself as to set her affections on a person 
far beneath her in station—a groom, I 
believe, who was, in point of fact, dis
missed his place as soon as the report 
reached the ears of the family. A fort
night later my lady disappeared too. She 
had been sitting for her picture —yo^ 
wUl see that part of the background and 
drapery are stUl unfinished—and went out 
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into the park afterwards, under pretence of 
looking for her favourite hound, which, she 
said, had run away from her. At any rate 
she had the leash for his neck in her hand 
when she was last seen leaving the garden 
door, and she returned no more. Every 
search and inquiry after her was made, 
headed by her cousin, the bearded gentle
man there, at whose portrait you were 
gazing so intently a few minutes back, 
and who was one of her most ardent 
suiters. From private information, how
ever, he. learnt in the course of a few days 
that she had actually fled across seas vrith 
this very servant feUow; and from that 
day, as you may guess, her name was 
dropped at the Abbey. The shock and 
disgrace broke her father's heart. He 
grew quite chUdish, shut himself up in 
his private rooms and would see no one; 
had that picture, unfinished as it was, hung 
np in the corner and covered with a black 
cloth; and died in the course of ayear or so." 

" And the cousin ? " I asked. I t had 
come over me with an unpleasant thrill 
that the man with the sinister eyes should, 
after all, be connected with her. 

" Ah! poor feUow, I 'm afraid he must 
have been harder hit by the pretty run
away than men are nowadays. They say 
he never got over her flights but moped 
about for some weeks, and then went away, 
and joined the Commonwealth in a fit of 
spleen. At her father's death he became 
ninth baron, and married a Scotch lady; 
but the Restoration took place shortly 
afterwards, and he was of course a dis
graced man; and whether it was that, or 
domestic jars (for they say he led a cat-
and-dog life with his wife), or the old 
woî nd, I know not, but he died one day 
by his own hand. Yes, it is a handsome 
portrait; but we are not proud of the 
original; for she was the only woman of 
our race who ever ' went wrong,* as the 
saying is; and, besides, she carried off with 
her certein things of great value to the 
rest of the family." 

"Ah! the jewels," said his wife. " I 
have often read of them in the Abbey 
chronicles. Have you noticed how beau
tiful they are in the picture, Mr. Le Fane ? " 
/ 'Yes , " added my host. "They were 

given us by a French king, and were of 
great value. She wore them when sitting 
for her portrait; and she ran away with 
them the same day. I t was unfair of the 
jade, for they didn't belong to her ; and 
were doubtless broken np and sold for a 
•tilth of their value by Master Groom." 

" B u t they have been recovered since?" 
I exclaimed. " T h e present lord's sister 
has worn them, has she not ? Pardon me, 
I have an object in asking," for I saw 
astonishment on more than one face, and 
felt that I was bound to explain. 

" Most certeinly not. They have never 
even been heard of since her disappear
ance ; nor have we any like them in the 
family," said my host. " May I ask your 
object in ? " 

" One moment. You wiU laugh at me ; 
but let me ask you one other question 
first. You have a sister, or had, ten 
years ago, most wonderfully like her ill-
fated ancestress, have you not ? and who 
wore a dress, made in exact imitetion of 
this at an entertainment here ? Perhaps 
you would not know i t ; but it was in the 
spring of 1865." 

" Your questions certainly rouse my 
curiosity for their explanation," my host 
answered, rather coldly. " As it happens, 
however, they are easUy answered. We 
have a sister, undoubtedly, but who does 
not, in any way, resemble this portrait. 
I myself was staying here through the 
spring and winter of 1865, and, there
fore, happen to know that there were 
no enterteinments given here, beyond 
dinner-parties and one concert, at aU. 
I remember the concert, because my sister 
came up to arrange about it. I t was at 
the beginning of March " 

" Yes, yes," I said, eagerly; " the first 
week." 

" And she took the whole management 
of it. My brother's wife was then too 
delicate for anything of the sort. As to 
her dress, I don't remember what it was, 
possibly velvet—she is the eldest of the 
family, you know—but certeinly in no 
way resembling this. Yerschoyle knows 
her very well. She married Lord Castle-
garden the year afterwards." 

Lady Castlegarden ! Of course I knew 
her well, too, by s ight ; had seen her 
scores of times in the Park and Row. 
A large, handsome woman enough, but 
who must have been past thirty ten years 
ago; a woman no more like—^no more to 
be compared with the lovely, liquid-eyed 
beauty of that spring evening than night 
is to morning. 

In a few words I told them the brief story 
of my adventure, and shortly afterwards 
I went away. There had been a great 
deal of laughter and questioning, and 
many exclamations and suggestions that 
I had seen the picture, or even a sketch 
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of it, before—perhaps as a child; or had 
heard it described, and dreamt about i t ; 
or had seen a fancy dress somewhat re
sembling the one in the portrait, and had 
fancied the likeness in the face. Yery 
plausible and well-sounding suggestions 
they all were, but, as it happened, in no 
way corresponding to the plain, unintel
ligible fact of the case, and only affecting 
me in so far as to make me glad that there 
was one point in the story which I had 
kept back from them, as too fanciful even 
to bear the test of my own repeating—the 
shadow-step at my side, and the ghastly, 
unaccountable thrill with which I had 
connected that step with the sinister-eyed 
cousin, who, I now learnt, had been one of 
the Lady Dorothea's slighted adorers. 

PART III. THE LAST TIME. 

As may be easily supposed, after my 
visit to the Abbey, and the story I had 
heard in the picture-gallery there, the 
subject of my early adventure with which 
it had been so strangely connected did not 
pass out of my mind as rapidly as it had 
previously done. On the contrary, the 
laughter and incredulity vrith which it 
had been met had exactly the opposite 
effect. I t stimulated me (as soon as I 
returned to town) to a search among some 
old boxes conteining various " reliquse " 
of my bachelorhood, for the sketch of 
which I have already spoken, and which I 
could not remember having destroyed. 

If I had ever had any doubts as to the 
exactness of my own memory, they dis
appeared at once, and for ever, when I 
came, as by a lucky chance I did, upon 
the missing canvas. With the single 
exception of the surroundings, my sketch 
of ten years back might have been one 
taken from the portrait itself of the lovely 
Lady Dorothea Dysart then hanging in the 
picture-gallery at Ditchley Abbey. 

Nay, more! The thing " like a strap," 
which I had noticed she held in her hand, 
I now recognised as the leash for her 
hound, with which, according to the old 
chronicle, she had gone out on the un
happy day of her elopement. I think I 
should have written to Yerschoyle and 
mentioned the fact to him, but for an 
event which drove it out of my mind. 

One of my children was teken ill with a 
dangerous and infectious disorder, and 
during the long weeks of her malady—a 
malady to which only death brought a 
termination—all idea or remembrance of 
anything connected with the realms of 

romance was banished from me by the 
obliterating hand of stern, hourly trouble 
and anxiety. 

You may guess then at my surprise, 
when, about a twelvemonth afterwards, I 
received a note from Yerschoyle, couched 
in the foUovring words: 

"DEAR L E FANE,—Something has been 
discovered here, strangely connected î ith 
that picture in the gallery. I t seeaai to 
make a horrible sequel to your adventure, 
at which I 'm afraid we made too merry 
last year. Lord Marloes thinks so at any 
rate, and therefore would like you, if you are 
still interested in the subject, to run down 
here and see the thing which was found two 
days ago.—Yours, &o., E. YERSCHOYLE. 

" P.S. I don't know if you have heard 
that Tom Dysart has got his majority, 
and I am engaged to his sister-in-law, the 
young lady you met here at lunch P " 

I had not heard it. I had heard 
nothing of any of the party since I 
returned to London, and did not even 
know that Yerschoyle was again at the 
Abbey. I had missed him from tewn, 
but supposed he was somewhere with his 
regiment, and had not indeed given much 
thought to him. The body of the letter, 
however, was too mysteriously exciting to 
be disregarded. Artists are proverbially 
birds on the wing; and, having previously 
telegraphed to say I would come, I took 
the train for Ditchley that same afternoon. 

At the Abbey I was received, not by my 
former host, but by Yerschoyle and Lord 
Marloes himself, the latter of whom met me 
in the hall with an air of satisfaction at 
my coming, mingled with a certain grarity 
and excitement, which showed me that 
the discovery alluded to was not without 
serious import. My questions as to what 
it was were, however, disregarded by both 
gentlemen; and while I was teking some 
refreshment after my journey, Yerschoyle 
seized the opportunity to question me over 
again as to my adventure, which he had 
already related to Lord Marloes, asking me 
to repeat every little detail of the walk; and 
remarking, with some acumen, that my re
membrance of the whole affair was more 
vivid than when I had first spoken of it. 

I said that was perfectly true; as, when 
a long bygone history is suddenly recalled 
to one's mind, the minor incidents <Jon-
nected with it are less apt to conae to the 
surface, than when subsequent thought has 
cleared and revirified the impressions of 
the past. Likewise, that I had been for
tunate in finding a sketoh made the day 
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after the occurrence I had described; as 
also some private notes, chiefly relating to 
sky tinte and other data'of the day's work, 
but containing sundry details bearing on 
the event in question, and which I might 
otherwise have forgotten. 

"A sketch? That is more fortunate than 
I expected," cried Lord Marloes. " You 
didn't know of that, Yerschoyle. I hope, 
Mr. Le Fane, you have got i t with you ? " 

My answer was to take the canvas from 
a small square parcel which I had brought 
into the room, and to lay it on the table 
before him. 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the surprise 
of both Lord Marloes and his friend when 
they looked at what was, to aU appearance, 
a copy of the picture upsteirs. I t was not 

- till after some minutes had been given to 
i its expression, and Yerschoyle had pointed 
oat the words, " A sister of Lord Marloes, 

i taken in Ditchley Park," with the date 
i roughly scrawled in paint on the back of 
I the canvas, that my host said: 
ii " You mentioned a look of fright and 
5 offence on the girl's face; but here it is 
w bright enough, with somewhat of a listen-
E ing expression, according to my idea." 
G "Your idea is correct. That ia pre-
3 cisely the expression she wore when she 
rf turned her head as if to see whence the 
«approaching footsteps came. I t was not 
g tiU she saw not till afterwards, that 
{! her faoe changed, and she turned her head 
I directly and hurried on." 
fj; My host looked at me keenly. 

"Pardon me," he said, " b u t y o u altered 
your sentence just now. You were going 

. to say she saw—trhat? May I ask you to 
«igoon?" 
jj, I " I would rather not, my lord; simply 
, beeanse what I was going to add appears 

ven te myself too fanciful to be put into 
ords. But it is this. I mentioned to 

you the rustling sound Hke the stealthy 
step of someone following me which first 
attracted my attention. Well, no sooner 
did I see the young lady I have sketched, 
'ban I became conscious in some unac-

)nntable fashion that it was she, not I, 
"̂ who was being followed; that she saw 
^ what I could not see; and that it was this 
"\ jWit which brought the change over her 
1 «f "^^^^ ^ ^^^® described." 
^̂  -^nd you have no idea what it was ? 
t̂ Yon sa^ nothing? You have nothing 
0* niore to teU us then? " cried Lord Marioes, 
Jm Buch evident disappointment, that, at 
IF the risk of mockery, I made up my mind 
ji'toteUhimaU. 

" I saw nothing," I answered; " but as 
to any idea of what it was—if, as I expect, 
you have already set me down as a maniac, 
you wiU not be surprised at what I am 
now going to tell you being in keeping 
with the rest of my mania. You know 
that portrait of this fair lady's cousin? 
When I came in front of it last year, never 
having seen it before, mark you! nor 
having as yet seen hers, I felt (how or 
why I cannot tell you) that it waa the step 
of the man painted there that I had heard 
in this park ten years before; and I knew 
(how or why I cannot tell either) that it 
was he, and no other, who forced from her 
that cry for help which had made me 
hasten, though all in vain, to the rescuo." 

My host rose to his feet. 
" Whether you are a maniac (W not," 

he said, gravely, "your story is the 
strangest and most unaccountable I have 
ever heard; and you will not think it less 
so, when you have seen what I have to 
show you. Will you come this way ? " 

Without another word he opened the 
door and passed out of the room, Yers
choyle and I following him. 

At the entrance of the picture-gallery, 
however, those two drew back, and suffered 
me to precede them a Uttle. I did not go 
very far! 

There, on the wall before me, hung the 
painted image of the fair Lady Dorothea, 
whose disgraced name had been a thorn 
and a slur on the family fojr so many gene
rations, her bright eyes and laughing lips, 
which had carried away so many hearts, 
stUl beaming on me from the canvas in 
all the joyous coquetry of her youth and 
innocence. 

There, on the floor beneath it, stood a 
long deal case, of that ominous shape we 
all know too well, painted black, and 
covered with a cloth. At a sign from Lord 
Marloes, Yerschoyle removed the latter, 
and, coming nearer, I saw laid within it 
the fleshless skeleton of a human figure. 
Brown, bare, hideous, and earthy, it lay 
there, with no sign of womanliness—^no 
trace of beauty left, but with the lambent 
flash and lustre of the French king's 
diamonds still gleaming from the flesh-
less joints of the throat—still lying on 
either side of the grisly, blackened skull. 

The pictured woman smiled down on 
me from above; the dead woman grinned 
up at me from below ; and only those 
jewels remained to tell us, who looked 
upon them, that they were one and the 
same. 

T 
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" My God ! " I cried. " Do you mean 
to say that her body has been found ? 
Where ? " 

Some one answered; who, I do not 
know: 

" Within a few yards of the path at the 
farther side of the little hill, from which 
you heard her cry for help." 

" She never eloped—then, at all ! " I 
went on, the ghastly truth dawning more 
fully on me. " She was murdered ! Good 
Heavens ! murdered, and not for gain ! " 

Again some one answered: 
" She was murdered, and not for gain. 

The proof is in those jewels left on 
her body. Something else was left, too. 
See!" 

I t was my host who pointed; and, 
stooping, I saw what had escaped my 
eyes before—the handle and a couple of 
inches of the blade of a short hunting-
knife. The remainder of it was buried 
between the ribs on the left side of the 
body, where it had been left sticking 
after the blow was dealt which, in one 
deep rent, let out the young life within 
and made a Cain the more on earth. 

"Look narrowly at the handle," said 
Lord Marloes, his voice seeming to break 
harshly on the sUence, as we stood gazing 
downwards, too awed for words. "You 
see that it is of sUver, and rather curiously 
shaped; also, that it bears the family crest. 
Now, look there! " 

I knew beforehand where he was pointing 
—at that portrait to which now, as before, 
I felt an instinctive repugnance to lift my 
eyes. I knew beforehand that the man 
there wore a knife with such a handle in 
his belt. Not that I remembered having 
noticed it previously. Probably most men 
carried weapons at that time. 

" I believe, if one were to teke it out 
and clean it, it would be found to be 
identical with that in the painting," said 
Yerschoyle, curiously. No one touched it, 
however, and as if by one accord we 
turned shivering away. Some one lingered 
to throw the cover again over that ghastly 
form. Her name had suffered outrage 
enough in all these years. I t was time to 
show her some respect now. 

Downstairs, Lord Marloes said: 
" I t was in making a path across the 

plantetion that the labourers came on it, 

buried in a hoUow long overgrown with 
weeds and brambles. The body had eri-
dently been flung down there immediately 
after the murder, and loosely heaped over 
with leaves, boughs, and shingle. Time 
has done the rest. The only wonder is 
that it was never discovered before." 

"Yes , that is the wonder." No one 
said any more. The awf ulness and mystery 
were still too heavy on us. After a minute, 
Lord Marloes added: 

" The knife might have had a fellow, 
or have been stolen by someone else. We 
haven't any proof that he used it." 

There was no answer this time. I don't 
suppose that one of us felt the smallest 
doubt on that subject. If that vision 
from the dead were not proof, if that 
nameless thrill creeping over a stranger at 
the sight of the murderer's face were not 
substentiation damnable and sure, what 
evidence could any mortal man bring now 
to bear upon the past ? 

I have nothing more to add. I left the 
Abbey that evening; and I have not 
happened to meet any of its occupants 
since. I cannot say I ever wish te enter 
it again, or envy the future wearers of 
those famous jewels, which, for near three 
hundred years, had been the funeral tirmg 
of a corpse, and are now, I hear, restored 
to their old dignity in the famUy coffers. 

I t is possible that you who read this 
may laugh at the whole story, and look on 
me as a lunatic, a spiritualist, or worse. Be 
it so. All I have to say is that that which 
I saw I saw with my own eyes; that which 
I did not understand I have not attempted 
to explain. As to any solution of the 
mystery, any reason why a stranger and a 
passer-by should (if it were so) have been 
singled out for the witness of a message 
from the grave—a, message which yet told 
him nothing for so many years—those 
may seek for it who like. For myself, I 
am not one who shares in the rage for 
translating everything, no matter how far 
it is beyond us, to the level of our present 
stage of small and partiaUy - developed 
reasoning. Call it what you will—the 
hand of God pointing inexorably to the 
discovery of a buried crime, or the hallu
cination of a diseased brain—the facts are 
there unalterable; and such as they ara 
have given them to you. 
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