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THE greater part of this work first 

appeared as a series of articles in the 

North Carolina Christian Advocate. They 

were occasioned by the increasing pre

valence of the schismatical spirit and 

practice of proselyting, and were read 

with interest by many persons who ex

pressed a strong desire that they should 

be collected and reproduced in book 

form. The author has yielded to the 

requests of his friends, having subjected 

the articles to a careful revision, making 

many additions to them, changing some-
( V ) 
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what their style and form, and adding 
several new chapters. It is devoutly 
hoped that the publication of this little 
volume will subserve the cause of truth 
and charity. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., NOV. 21, 1860. 
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CHAPTER I. 

PROSELYTISM D E F I N E D . 

CHRISTIANITY, properly understood, is 
a system of love and divine brotherhood. 
Coming from the heart of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, it attracts and draws all believ
ing hearts to him, and fuses the hearts 
thus drawn to his great heart into a sen
timent, a passion of universal fraternity. 
The religion of Jesus, emanating as it 
does from a heart of infinite benevolence, 
impregnates and permeates every true 
believer with a kindred emotion; and 
when thus diffused—when every soul is 
filled with love—the catholic Church of 
Christ will present the entrancing and 

(7) 
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glorious spectacle of a universal feast of 
love. Bible Christianity—the religion of 
Jesus—is as far removed from sectional 
exclusiveness and selfishness, as it is from 
sordid, cankering cupidity. The eloquent 
Harris says : " By rendering us necessary 
to each other's welfare, he sought to train 
us up to an humble imitation of his own 
goodness, to make every hand and heart 
a consecrated channel for his love to flow 
in, and thus to find our own happiness in 
the happiness of others." And another 
distinguished writer, Dr. Stone, remarks : 
"]^ow, this exceedingly 'peculiar peo
ple' are found, not exclusively within the 
lines of any one Christian community, 
but, in greater or less numbers, within 
the limits of all." Where these liberal 
sentiments and catholic emotions exist, 
sectarian selfishness and bigotry are stran
gers and intruders; and they should dwell 
among all those who bear the name of 
the crucified One. 

But, alas! this is not the case; and 
hence alienation and opposition are rife 
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in the universal Church. The saying of 
the apostle falls with withering force upon 
too many of the professed followers of 
our Lord: "All seek their own, and not the 
things which are Jesus Christ's." This 
spirit is peculiarly apparent in that system 
of proselytism that obtains among some 
professing the Christian name and charac
ter. Believing, as I do, that the practice 
of proselyting is destructive of the peace, 
harmony, and fraternal intercourse of 
God's people, I propose to examine and 
expose the custom with what little ability 
J possess. 

In order to understand the subject in 
hand, it will be necessary to examine into 
the meaning of the word proselyte, as 
originally understood, and com|)are it 

'th the sense in which it is now em
ployed. 

Proselyte is from the Greek proselytos, 
and means, " One come frOm a different 
country;, a stranger, foreigner: in the 
Old Testament, a proselyte, i. e., a convert 
to the Jewish religion; so called, to dis-
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tinguish one who was- not born a Jew: 
literally, a comer to." (Pickering.) 

The following is taken from Home's 
Introduction: " O n the proselytism - of 
the Jews, Jesus Christ appears to have 
formed the principal qualities which he 
required in the proselytes of his covenant. 
The first condition of proselytism among 
the Jews was, that he who came to em
brace their religion should come ^volun
tarily, and that neither force nor infiuence 
should be employed in this business. 
This, also, is the first condition required 
by Jesus Christ, and which he considers 
as the foundation of all the rest. ' If any 
man be willing {ei iis thelei) to come after 
me.' Matt. xvi. 24. The second condition 
required in the Jewish proselyte was that 
he should perfectly renounce all his pre
judices, his errors, his idolatry, and every 
thing that concerned his false religion, 
and that he should entirely separate him
self from his most intimate friends and 
acquaintances. I t was on this ground 
that the Jews called proselytism a new 
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birth, and proselytes, new horn, and new 
men; and our Lord requires men to be 
born again, not only of water, but of the 
Holy Ghost. John iii. 5. The third con
dition on which a person was admitted 
into the Jewish Church, as a proselyte, 
was, that he should submit to the yoke 
of the Jewish law, and patiently bear the 
inconveniences and sufferings with which 
a profession of the Mosaic religion might 
be accompanied. Christ requires> the 
same condition, but instead of the yoke 
of the law, he brings his own doctrine, 
which he calls his yoke. Matt. xi. 29. 
The fourth condition was, that they should 
solemnly engage to continue in the Jew
ish religion, faithful even unto death. 
This condition Christ also requires, and 
it is comprised in this word, Let him fol
low me. Matt. xvi. 24." Home, vol. i., 
page 109. 

The modem sense, or application, is as 
follows: " Proselyte, a new convert to a 
creed or party. Proselytism, the making 
converts." (Webster.) 
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The most superficial observer cannot 
fail to discover the difference in the word 
as originally employed, and as now under
stood. Originally, it implied the conver
sion and withdrawal of heathens from 
their idolatry and corruption, to the 
knowledge and worship of the one true 
and living God—a perfect renunciation 
of all their prejudices, their errors, their 
idolatry, and every thing that concerned 
their false religion, so as to be " new men ; " 
and. when the Master issued the commis
sion, " Go ye therefore and make disciples 
of all nations," etc., he meant that they 
should make proselytes of, or convert all 
nations from sin to righteousness, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. This 
was the great design and appropriate 
work of the ministry; and when the 
ministry is confined to its original object, 
it is the most honorable office and glo
rious work in the world: 

" The pulpit (in the sober use 
Of its legitimate, peculiar power) 
Must stand acknowledged while the world shall stand, 
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The most important and eflFectual guard, 
Support, and ornament of virtue's cause." 

But, alas! an abuse and prostitution 
of the ministerial office have necessitated 
a signification which; this word, in its 
original import, never sanctioned or con
templated, viz.: " a convert to a creed or 
pariy;" which signification neither im
plies nor requires any moral improve
ment or religious elevation whatever. 
The word, as primarily used, conveyed 
an idea or implied a work in which an 
angel might rejoice to engage; but, as 
now understood, it signifies a course of 
conduct that might almost cause a fallen 
spirit to blush. 

In the days of our Lord's sojourn upon 
earth, proselytism had so far degenerated 
as to call from his lips the following with
ering rebuke: ""Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass 
sea and land to make one proselyte; and 
when he is made, ye make him two-fold 
more the child of hell than yourselves." 
Matt, xxiii. 15. And Paul, under the 
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light of inspiration, sketched the charac
ter and work of proselyters in this graphic 
style: " Having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof: from such 
tum away. For of this sort are they 
which creep into houses, and lead captive 
silly women laden with sins, led away 
with divers lusts; ever learning, and 
never able to- come to the knowledge of 
the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres 
withstood Moses, so do these also resist 
the t ruth: men of corrupt minds, repro
bate concerning the faith." 2 Tim. iii. 
5-8. 

How strongly does the word of God 
condemn such a course of conduct! How 
sternly does it denounce those who lend 
or sell themselves to this unhallowed and 
unchristian practice ! I do not, of course, 
undertake to say that every one who de
scends to the office of a proselyter is as 
deeply immersed in moral obliquity as 
were those characters who came under 
the scathing rebuke of the Master and 
his apostles; still I give it as my deliberate 
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conviction, that the practice is at open 
war with every honorable, manly, and 
Christian principle, and especially with 
every quality that should control the 
heart and regulate the deportment of 
every one who ministers in holy things. 
Religion is both renovating and elevating; 
and when possessed and cultivated, it 
raises its possessor above every thing 
little and mean. To think and believe 
otherwise, would -be to degrade the Chris
tianity of the Bible. 
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C H A P T E R I I . 

DECEITFULNESS OP PROSELYTING MINISTERS. 

THE proselyter places himself in a de
ceitful and unfriendly attitude towards 
those ministers whose fields of labor he 
seeks to invade. 

There are some timid souls who may 
consider this very strong, while others may 
regard it as wanting in charity; but let 
them hear, before they condemn, and if, 
after weighing the arguments about to be 
adduced, they find them unsound, then 
let them pass the sentence of condemna
tion upon me. 

He who seeks to proselyte the members 
of another minister's charge, maintains a 
deceitful attitude. This point is based on 
the fact that the proselyter wears the garb 
of friendship—professes to desire and seek 
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friendly relations. Kow I take it for 
granted that a<true friend vtdll not know
ingly and intentionally invade the rights 
of his friend—will not seek to injure him 
in his reputation, condition, or person; 
and, if such invasion is made by one pro
fessing friendship, his profession will be 
justly stigmatized as hypocrisy: he is a 
deceiver. 

Whenever a minister is called by the 
voice of the people, or appointed by the 
"powers that be," to the supervision of 
a church or congregation, he is thereby 
placed in a position of personal and official 
relationship which identifies him with the 
people of hi§ charge, and gives him the 
right of spiritual government over, as well 
as a claim to the support, the cooperation, 
and the encouragement of his charge. 
He is, by right of his office, their shep
herd ; and they are his flock. The church 
and congregation, or congregations, are 
the vineyard, and he is the husbandman. 
His work, his responsibilities, and his 
privileges are all clearly defined by the 
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Divine directory. A certain writer says : 
" The pastorate should be regarded as a 
paternity; and, after the example of Jesus 
Christ, the minister should sympathize in 
all the interests and all the afflictions of 
his flock. As Jesus Christ is sent of God, 
he is sent by Jesus Christ. He comes, 
on his part, to do from gratitude all that 
Jesus Christ did from pure love. He 
reproduces every thing of Jesus Christ, 
except his merits: as to the obligations 
imposed on him, he is neither less nor 
more than his Master." Hence no man, 
or set of men, may lawfully invade his 
field, or interfere with his work, without 
violating his rights, and doing him great 
injustice. If, therefore, another minister, 
professing friendly relationship, shall seek 
to draw away from him the members of 
his church and congregation, does he not, 
in the very act, give the falsehood to his 
professions, and commit an act of the 
grossest injustice ? 

That such a course of conduct is deceit
ful, may be demonstrated by the manner 
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in which the proselyter prosecutes his 
ungenerous "course. Does he notify his 
friend—the man whom he presumes 
to call ^'hrothef—of his designs? Not 
he. He greets the brother, whose fold 
has.attracted his cupidity, with the smile 
of friendship; grasps his hand with 
warmth, andjnquire^, with the semblance 
of concern, after his welfare, his family, 
and the prosperity of his^ charge; and 
yet, as soon as his back is turned—while 
the unsuspecting man of God is pursuing 
his work of love—the pretended friend 
creeps into the houses of such as he dares 
approach; talks about the Church, suc
cession, or immersion, as the case may 
be ; ofiers to lend, or, unsolicited, leaves 
books and tracts on those subjects; in
vites them to come to his church, and 
professes a degree of regard that often 
borders on the grossest flattery. This 
done, he sallies forth in quest of others, 
an4 possibly, ere he reaches his home, 
meets his brother minister, and repeats 
his assurances of love and good-will. Is 
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not such a course deceitful, hypocritical ? 
If not, pray what is it ? It certainly can
not be considered Christianlike or gentle
manly. 

If, on the other hand, one can be found 
possessed of sufficient independence and 
honesty to make known his purpose to 
proselyte, the announcement must, of ne-
cessity, be looked upon as the open de
claration of war; and the parties will 
probably forthwith array themselves in 
direct antagonism. Or if, as is generally 
the case, the proselyter is detected sneak
ing and skulking about the fold of his 
neighbor, the contempt and exposure 
which will likely follow such detection, 
must be the death-blow to peace and 
social intercourse. You may as well ex
pect the husbandman to sit quietly and 
allow the thief to invade his premises, 
and receive him to his confidence and 
heart, as to expect a minister and con
gregation thus outraged to maintain 
terms of amity and fraternity with a 
proselyter. Every feeling of nature, as 
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well as every principle of the Bible,^is 
directly against such an invasion, and, 
consequently, submission should not for 
a moment be anticipated. The " hire
ling" may fl.ee from the storm which re
sistance may invoke, but the "good shep
herd" will, if necessary, " lay down his 
life for the sheep." 

The proselyter imposes on the kindness 
and confidence of those whom he seeks 
to convert over to his party. 

I t would be superfluous to remind any 
one acquainted with refined society, 
that the laws of hospitality, as well as 
the instinctive dictates of good-breed
ing, impose the observance of certain 
regulations in our intercourse with our 
felloe-men ; and among the most promi
nent of these is respect to the religious 
opinions and affinities of others. We are 
bound to believe every intelligent, upright 
Christian as honest in his profession and 
preferences as ourselves; and, conse
quently, entitled to all the respect and 
consideration which we claim for our-

http://fl.ee
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selves. Moreover, we should take it for 
granted that the ecclesiastical connection 
of every such Christian is the result of an 
enlightened conscience, and a matter of 
moral principle. This much we are 
bound to award: to withhold it would 
be an act of injustice which would reflect 
alike on the party suspected and ourselves. 
I t would reflect injuriously on the party 
suspected, by believing him capable of 
taking the most solemn and important 
step in life, in the absence of an enlight
ened conscience and religious principle; 
and it would subject those who could 
entertain such a suspicion, to the charge 
of seeking to convert to their party a man 
destitute of religious sensibility and moral 
principle. And such is true of the most 
of those who are proselyted. 

The proselyter is received into the 
houses of other professors of religion 
with the conviction that he understands, 
subscribes to, and is governed by the 
aforesaid rules of good-breeding, and, 
consequently, they would accuse them-
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selves of uncharitable suspicion were they 
to question his motives. They consider 
him—for he- professes hiixiself such—a 
friend, a gentleman, a Christian, and a 
minister; and, as such, welcome him to 
the hospitalities of their houses and the 
confidence of their hearts. ,His profes
sions and office conspire not only to allay 
suspicion, but to inspire respect and reli
ance. Should a more observant friend 
intimate that there is a hidden design in 
the attentions of the man, the intimation 
is fpequently regarded as ungenerous and 
unkind: "IsTo, it cannot be so: he is a 
good man, and friendly; he is a gentle
man and minister, and, moreover, he 
knows our religious opinions and Church 
connection.'' Thus confiding, they sus
pect nothing, fear no sinister motive. 
True, he is very attentivcj remarkably po
lite ; but it is only the result of his gene
rous feeling, the outflowing of his Chris
tian heart. He has invited them or their 
daughters; possibly made appointments 
to call for and escort them to hear him 
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preach ; and very modestly left a book or 
tract for them to read. Still, there can 
be no harm in all this, since it is the 
mere promptings of his pure good-will, 
the overflowings of his generous nature. 
And then he speaks so kindly of our 
minister; takes such pleasure in his 
company, and so ardently desires free 
Christian communion! How cruel to 
abuse such confidence ! 

What an imposition is practiced upon 
them, when the man who had been re
garded with such a friendly eye, and 
treated with so much attention, discovers 
his true design, stands forth in his real 
character, as a soulless proselyter ! I have 
in my mind's eye one of those clerical 
sycophants, who for years has been en
gaged in this base business of proselyting. 
With the blandest smile, he will greet 
the ministers of other denominations, and 
yet obtrude himself into every house 
where there is the faintest prospect of 
gaining a "convert to his party," and by 
the most particular attentions, by un-
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wearied devotion, ingratiate himself into 
the favor of unsuspecting females — so 
win upon their regard as to blind them to 
his ulterior designs.> Thus he has suc
ceeded in drawing oflE" members from 
other Churches to his own; has gone 
into families, led away the children, and 
divided houses that had been before 
united. This man is but the type of 
many others who infest the Church. 

I contend that when a minister or lay
man betrays the confidence^ reposed in 
him by those of other Churches, or con
verts that confidence into a means of, 
dividing families, of proselyting some of 
the members from the Church in which 
they were reared, or unto which they 
have voluntarily attached themselves, he 
forfeits the respect due to his ofl^ce or 
standing, and richly merits the scorn of 
those so cruelly imposed upon, as well as 
the contempt of every calm, dispassion
ate, independent mind. 

In such a case as that above< referred 
to, the course of those so shamefully 
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abused should be prompt and decided. 
The peace and harmony of their families, 
and probably the salvation of those sought 
to be perverted^ demand such a rebuke 
as the nature of the oflence merits. Hav
ing forfeited all claims to respect and 
confidence, the proselyter should be de
nied access to the family, and be held and 
treated as an ingrate and deceiver. 

Such a course of conduct will, as al
ready stated, result in a severance of 
friendly feelings and disruption of Chris
tian fraternity. The evils of such a state 
of things cannot be problematical. The 
Bible has laid down the following as some 
of the rules by which our Christianity is 
to be judged: " B y this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love'one to' another;" (John xiii. 35;) 
and again, " The fruit of the Spirit is 
love," etc. Gal. v. 22. According to 
these rules of judgment, Christians were 
not to be known by particular rites or 
habits; not by any peculiarity of dress 
or speech; not by austerities of manner, 
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or unusual customs, like the Pharisees, 
the Essenes, or the Scribes; but by deep, 
genuine:^ and tender love. And we know 
that it ŵ as this which eminently distin
guished the first Christians, and became 
a matter of wonder and subject of remark 
among the surrounding pagans. " See," 
skid the heathen, "how they love one 
another, and how they are.ready to lay 
down their lives for each other!" That 
they deserved this encomium is proved 
by the testimony of history; for, as one 
says, " Christians recognized each other 
as truly brethren, and dwelled together in 
the delightful harmony of kindred in 
Christ." (Coleman.) ISTOr was this love 
confined to denominational distinctions, 
as we learn from Justin Martyr, who, 
speaking of those termed heretics of his 
day, says: " W e are brethren still; our 
prayer is to one God; our faith is in the 
same Saviour; we listen to the same gos
pel ; we keep the same feasts; we sing 
the same divine songs; we join in the 
same doxology; and unitedly respond 
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Amen." Such was the love, such the 
fraternal feeling and intercourse of the 
early disciples of our Lord. They felt, 
and rejoiced in the knowledge that they 
were the children of one Father; and 
made manifest their spiritual filiation by 
" love one for another." But proselytism 
interrupts and destroys the fellowship 
and "communion of saints," aud con^ 
verts brotherly-love into ill-will, sus
picion, and bitterness; it reverses the 
whole order of the gospel and primitive 
Christianity, and, as such, is, and must 
ever be, a sin against God, and an out
rage upon the kingdom of his Son. 
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CHAPTER I I I . 

TREACHERY OP PROSELYTING TEACHERS. 

I WILL now direct attention to another 
phase of proselytism, that is, in my opin
ion, far more reprehensible and criminal 
than that which has passed in review be
fore us, viz.: educational proselytism. 

The practice of whioh I am speaking 
is a betrayal of a sacred trust. Literary 
institutions have for their object the im-
partation of learning, and, as such, should 
never be converted into hot-houses or 
ecclesiastical feeders to any particular 
Church. I speak, of course, now, of 
those institutions which profess to be 
purely literary, and disdain sectarian pre-
ponderancy. Institutions essentially de
nominational—such as are created for the 
special and avowed purpose of teaching 
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and enforcing the doctrinal peculiarities 
of any particular Church—may not come 
under the same degree of censure as 
others, professing neutrality. When pa
rents and guardians send their chil
dren and wards to schools or colleges that 
are known to be sectarian, then they, 
with their eyes open, and knowingly, as
sume all the responsibility consequent 
upon such a selection ; and in after years, 
when their hearts bleed in consequence 
of the alienation of their children and 
wards from the Church of their fathers, 
and their feelings are wounded and out
raged by their contemptuous remarks 
about their Church, her ordinances and 
ministers—when they refuse to commune 
with their fathers aud mothers, and de
clare their Church organization a nidlity, 
and their hopes baseless vagaries—they will 
have no one to blame but themselves ; and 
hence their severest sufferings are a just 
reward, the stipulated price of their own 
palpable inconsistency, and their infidel
ity to the Church of their choice. For 
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such I have no sympathy: they invited, 
and, in the nature of the case, almost ne
cessitated the results that imbitter their 
lives. Let them bear the humiliation 
and anguish which they invoked, for they 
richly- deserve every pang they subse
quently experience. 

But while 1% leave them in tears, I am 
not prepared, entirely to exonerate the 
managers of such institutions from blame. 
If they received the children with the 
knowledge that those who placed them 
there belonged to other Churches, the 
principles oi high-toned honor and Christian 
ingenuousness should have prevented them 
from taking advantage of the inexperience 
and ignorance of those committed to their 
charge. They were placed under their 
care and supervision, not to learn the pe
culiarities of a creed^^not to be indoctri
nated into theological technicalities—but 
to be taught the arts and sciences; to re
ceive the best education—literary—that 
their institution could impart; and while 
it was incumbent on them to watch over 
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their moral deportment, it was no part of 
their business to mould their religious 
opinions. If a family were to receive the 
child of a friend as a visitor, and should 
seek to draw that child away from the 
Church and faith of the parents to their 
own, would they not be looked upon and 
condemned as the betrayers of confidence, 
the violators of good faith and honorable 
breeding? Surely they would. There 
may be a shade of difference in the case 
of the professors and teachers in literary 
institutions, because these are paid to he 
faithful to the trust committed to their 
care. Hence, honor and reward combine to 
exact fidelity. Thus doubly bound, how 
can they, how dare they tamper with the 
religious preferences of their pupils—• 
seek, by.every possible means, to convert 
them to their party? It seems to me 
that those who act thus are laboring 
under great moral obtuseness, or are 
sadly deficient in religious principle. 

But I have been treating the matter in 
the most favorable light in which it can 
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be presented to the mind of an impartial 
reader; and even under this aspect, the 
system of proselytism is abhorrent to 
every honorable sensibility of the soul: 
in what light, then, must it appear when 
conducted under the deceitful guise of a 
general catholicity—when sanctioned and 
pursued in those institutions which are 
professedly literary, and neutral in re
ligious faith ? Language is incapable Of 
giving to such conduct its appropriate 
character. Those who can sell them
selves to such a work are the tools of " a 
party," the decoy-birds of " a creed," 
who, in order to accomplish their ends, 
will resort to any and every subterfuge 
that ingenuity or meanness can suggest. 

I have- said that educational proselytism 
is the betrayal of a sacred trust. When pa
rents and guardians place their children 
under the temporary care of instructors, 
they do it for a specific and acknowledged 
object, viz.: their literary training. The 
patrons of the institution engage to de
fray the expenses of education, while the 

2 
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officers obligate themselves to guard the 
moral purity, and seek to effect the intel
lectual finish of those committed to their 
charge. Such are the mutual obligations 
of the parties contracting. In commit
ting their children to the care of the 
officers of such institutions, parents and 
guardians transfer, for the time being, 
their authority to the officers, who, in 
their turn, assume the obligation to watch 
over, and the right to control their pupils. 
They become, in fact, the representatives 
of the absent ones. What higher, more 
sacred trust can be confided to mortals 
than this ? And be it remembered that 
this act is consummated with the distinct 
knowledge of the religious opinions and 
Church connections of the confiding 
pai;ties, and the 'pledged neutrality of 
those to whom the trust is confided. In 
such a case, every honorable and Chris
tian principle that glows within the human 
soul is plighted to those who have placed 
their children under the supervision of 
said preceptors. Honor and religion 
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alike bind them to guard and guide the 
subjects of their charge. He who betrays 
such a trust is unworthy of the respect 
and confidence of his fellow-men: he is 
a traitor, and deserves a traitor's doom. 

There is in the conduct of educational 
proselyters a littleness of soul and mean
ness of spirit almost without a parallel. 
Children and youths are sent to school 
and college at the most impressible age. 
Removed from the restraints and asso
ciations of home, they are brought into 
strange connections and under new influ
ences : they feel their isolation, and their 
minds and hearts are susceptible of the 
strongest impressions and warmest emo
tions of gratitude: kindness shown to 
and interest manifested in them, call forth 
the glowing, gushing affection of their 
hearts. Under such circumstances, away 
from the mother's bosom and the father's 
arms, it is natural for them to ,look up to 
their preceptors; and if their looks are 
met with affection and sympathy, their 
grateful, trusting natures become like 
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wax in the burning sun, prepared to re
ceive whatever impressions are sought to 
be made upon them. Unsuspecting and 
confiding, they are liable to the grossest 
imposition of unprincipled traitors. That 
this is true, is proved from the fact that 
many Protestant children have, under 
the tuition of Papists, been induced to 
gulp down the monstrosities of Popery, 
while those of Methodist and Presbyte
rian parents have, under educational infi
delity, imbibed and cherished that figment 
of Popery, apostolic succession, aud its con
comitants, confirmation and sacramental effi
ciency, or the equally absurd and far more 
ridiculous notion oiSmmersional sufficiency 
and necessity. Such changes—these con
verts to a creed or party—have been made 
at the sacrifice of honor and Christian 
fidelity; and when made, are often gloried 
in as the trophies of truth and religion. 
To what depths of ignominy will the 
spirit of bigotry and proselytism reduce 
the children of men ! I had rather " be 
a dog, and bay the moon;" than subject 
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my soul to such suppleness. Let those 
who can descend so low in the scale of 
human existence "glory in their shame." 

He who would such a trust betray, 
Pervert the faith, or draw away 

Thase placed beneath his care, 
Would, did occasion serve his end, 
Both honor and religion rend 

To serve his base career. 

Professor Wayland says: "All official 
responsibility is therefore subject to these 
two limitations: first, the extent of the 
power conferred, and, secondly, the purpose 
for which it was conferred. Up to this 
limitation, every officer is responsible— 
beyond it, his responsibility ceases. He 
who exceeds the power given him is guilty 
of usurpation ; he who uses it for purposes 
for which it was not given is guilty of 
abuse of power." (Human Responsibil
ity, pp. 154, 155.) 

I have already shown that the great 
majority of those who place their chil
dren and wards under the official super
vision of professors and teachers, do so 
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with the distinct understanding of " the 
extent of the power conferred," and "the 
purpose for which it was conferred," viz.: 
to watch over and govern their outward 
deportment; to keep them, as far as they 
may be able, from any thing immoral, 
extravagant, and vicious; to exact a de
cent respect to those who are over them, 
and a conformity to the rules and regu
lations of the institution. This is the 
"extent" of official "responsibility." 

The "purpose" for which such author
ity is conferred is the cultivation of the 
mind, manners, and morals of the pupils. 
This, in ninety-nine cases out of a hun
dred, is the governing and only "purpose" 
that infiuences parents and guardians; 
ay, even those recreant Protestants who 
send their children to Romish institu
tions profess to be governed by the desire 
and expectation of securing for their 
children greater literary proficienc}^—a 
more thorough and finished education. 
This, then, is the ^'•purpose'' for which the 
authority referred to "was conferred." 



PROSELYTISM AND PROSELYTERS. 39 

According to this statement of the case— 
and it is correctly stated—neither " the 
extent of the power conferred," nor " t h e 
purpose for which it was conferred," can, 
in any conceivable case, justify or excuse 
an interference,-either directly or indi
rectly, with the religious opinions and 
predilections Of the pupils. Over these 
they received no authority,, and. conse
quently they are without and beyond 
" the extent" of their of&cial "responsi
bility." In assuming such authority, the 
right to influence, direct, or control their 
religious preferences—even in the cases 
where the parents are non-professors— 
they are clearly chargeable with " usur
pation" of power; and in using the power 
thus assumed, they are undeniably " guilty 
of abuse of power," and should be re
garded and treated accordingly. Such 
persons are unworthy of the positions 
they occupy, and should be divested of 
their "official responsibilities." 
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CHAPTER lY. 

UNFAIRNESS OF PROSELYTERS. 

THE proselyter acts unfairly and ungen
erously towards those whom he seeks to 
convert to his party, because he assails 
them on subjects familiar to himself, but 
to which they have given little if any 
attention. 

It is presumable that a clerical or lay 
proselyter will acquaint himself with the 
doctrines of his Church, and especially 
with those which are regarded as essen
tial to her being and well-being. In the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, apostolical 
succession is THE doctrine, and her min
isters and their drummers profess great fa
miliarity with this subject—say they can 
trace the episcopal succession with as 
much ease and accuracy as they can their 
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own natural pedigrees ; while, in the Bap-
tist Church, " IMMERSION by a regularly au
thorized administrator" is a sine qua non oi 
Christian character ; • and it is declared 
with unblushing efirontery that " theBap
tist Church is the Primitive Church; there 
has never been a time when it was not in 
being; it is now, as it was in its origin, 
and has been in its history in all ages of 
Christianity, essentially the same." (The 
Baptist Denomination, page 21.) This is 
assuming perfe<?t familiarity—a know
ledge that defies contradiction. 

l!^ow, it is a fact known to every one 
who has paid anj^ attention to the subject, 
that the large majority of the laity, and" 
especially the young, are averse to reli
gious controversies." They rarety examine 
any work put forth in defence of those 
points which constitute the basis of dis
cord among the Churches. True, they 
have heard of apostolic succession and 
its associate assumptions, but, contenting 
themselves with the belief (and it is a true 
opinion) that they are '^ old wives' fables," 
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they have not thought it worth while to 
consume time in examining the matter; 
and as to the assumptions of the Baptists, 
thev have considered them as the conve-
nient gasconade of tight-laced bigots, and, 
as such, have given the subject the go-by. 
The champions of these extreme systems 
know this fact. They know also that 
their own members, as a general thing, 
are as ignorant on these points as others; 
and yet, with this knowledge, they are so 
ungenerous and unfair, as to assail those 
who are thus ignorant, and, taking advan
tage of their known and acknowledged 
want of information, seek to undermine 
their faith, and convert them over to their 
party. I ask, if any honorable gentle
man would pursue such a course ? True 
nobility of soul—that nobleness which 
religion inspires—disdains to take advan
tage of the weakness and ignorance of 
others. It is recorded of Rhoderick Dhu, 
that his chivalrous spirit forbade his hold
ing on to his well-tried " targe" of "tough 
bull-hide," while his antagonist was armed 
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with simple "Mchion," hut, casting it to 
the ground, said: 

" See, here all van^geless J stand, 
Armed, like thyself, with simple brand." 

But these ecclesiastical "carpet-knights" 
who shrink from encountering foemen 
" worthy of their steel," are ever engag
ing the inexperienced and uninformed. 

Those most liable to assault are inex
perienced feniales, who have but recently 
professed faith in Jesus, and attached 
themselves to the Church of God. They 
are unskilled in ecclesiastical polemics. 
Young in their first-love, they only pant 
for the streams of salvation—desire to be 
conformed to the will and transformed 
into the image of God. Eilled with love 
to God and all mankind, they look upon 
all professing " like precioifs faith," as 
brethren and children of the same great 
Parent. To attack such is as pusillani
mous as for a full-grown armed man to 
assault a helpless infant. And yet, alas, 
how often is this done! Almost every 
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revival is followed by efibrts to draw 
away the converts, either to THE Church, 
or "down into the water." Yerily, pro
selyting is a degrading, contemptible 
business ! The most appropriate designa
tion I ever heard given it was by Bishop 
Morris, who styled it, ^'•Ecclesiastical sheep-
stecding.'' 

In this crusade the means resorted to 
are not always of the purest character; 
and no marvel, since a dishonorable war
fare must give rise to and sanction expe
dients consonant with the motives that 
prompt it. It- is not unfrequently the 
case that the proselyter is found catering 
to the propensities of fallen humanity, or 
almost deifying an ordinance, in order to 
carry his point. He will tell those whom 
he seeks to "convert to his party," that 
the rules of the Church to which they be
long (especially if they are Methodists, 
and they seem to have an insatiate hankering 
after the Methodist fold) are entirely too 
rigid; that they are cut off from all those 
innocent amusements and refined gratifica-
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tions^ such as dancing, attending the thea
tre, etc.,"so consonant with our natures, 
and which are repugnant only to the puri
tanical. In THE CHURCH no such tight-
laced opinions obtain, and no such rules 
are tolerated and enforced; for all that 
she requires is a decent conformity to the 
order of worship, and the avoidance of any 
open infraction oi general morality. These 
points being observed, little if any thing 
more is required or expected. To be regen
erated in baptism, receive the Holy Ghost in 
confirmation, and sustaining, conquering grace 
in the Lord's ,,8upper, constitute the 
" Churchman's" main idea of religion. 

I t is sometimes the case that the pro
selyter appeals to the pride or vanity of 
his intended victims. The subjects are 
given to understand that their intelligence 
2indL respectability are of too high an order 
to be allied to an association composed 
principally of the middle ojr lower classes 
of society; and who, in consequence, are 
not so intelligent and refined as could be 
desired; therefore they should seek con-
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nection with a Church composed of per
sons whose advantages and position are 
like their own. Here they can find so
ciety for themselves and families; there 
they have very little, if any. Thus, the 
weakest point in human nature, vanity, 
is assailed. I t is unpleasant to believe 
that men and women professing godli
ness, even professed ministers of Jesus 
Christ, can descend so low as thus to cater^ 
to the passions of the human heart, merely 
to swell a "party ;" and yet I must follow 
to a still lower step. 

It ever and anon happens that those 
sought to be proselyted were found by the 
Methodists in poverty and obscurity, and 
raised to independence and some degree 
of prominence. On these the proselyter 
fixes his longing eyes, and approaches 
them on this point; they are cajoled into 
the belief that a connection with the 
Church, which comprises the elite oi so
ciety, which constitutes the status of re
spectability, will not only increase their 
respectability, but facilitate their temporal 
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'interests, by afibrding them different and 
more fashionable society, and ultimately 
secure advantageous matrimonial connec
tions for themselves, or the sons and 
daughters of those already married. This 
appeal to self-interest tells with powerful 
effect upon the minds of some who were 
taken out of the very dust and raised to 
respectability by a connection- with the 
Church they are now persuaded to aban
don. Being ambitious of yet greater 
elevation, and forgetting the pit whence 
they were dug, and. the debt of obliga
tion under which they are placed, they 
yield to the tempter, and in so doing often 
make " shipwreck of faith and a good 
conscience." I will now ask, if any one 
with proper self-respect <}an become a pro
selyter? And yet how common is this 
habit! And men try hard to persuade 
themselves that it is a duty—that they are 
bound to get the poor schismatics and 
heretics into THE Church, that they may 
finally be saved. 

The immersionists have to practice upon 
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a different system of tactics: since they 
cannot invoke the aegis of the elite, they 
apply the poiccr of water. They tell those 
whom they have marked for " t h e liquid 
grave," that "infant baptism is no bap
tism at al l ;" nay, " it is sin against God;" 
that " immersion in water, by a regularly 
authorized (dipped) administrator," is es
sential to,.and that " th i s alone is bap
tism ;" that in order to "obey Christ," 
to follow his example, and be a real Bible 
Cliristian, they must be immersed; that 
as long as they live in the neglect of this 
duty, they live in a state of sin—are out 
of Christ's Church, unfit for the sa
crament of the Lord's Supper, and have 
no covenant assurance of heaven; that 
the ministers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church are religious tyrants, and her gov
ernment an ecclesiastical despotism; and 
as to the Presbyterians, they are all " t rue 
blue," and 

" Still so perverse and opposite, 
As if they worshipped God for spite." 

Indeed, in ecclesiastical matters they are 
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religious Ishmaelites, whose hands " are 
against every man ;" they are the exclud
ers of all exclusionists, and their battle-cry 
is, "Wafer, water, water!" 

"Hiding the grossness" of their pre
tensions with the " fair ornament" of " a 
text," they lead many unsuspecting, 
"double-minded," unstable creatures to a 
" liquid grave.'" 

Take the following as a specimen of 
the manner in which Baptists are wont to 
press their proselyting principles, and 
urge their false pretensions upon the at
tention of others: " I earnestly appeal 
to your judgment andyour heart; I affec
tionately ask whether you can reconcile 
it with your sense of duty and consistency 
longer to remain in your present position ? 
I t will, I doubt not, be difficult for you 
now to change your Church relations; 
the struggle it will bring upon you will 
be severe ; pride will oppose i t ; you will 
shrink from the odium of i t ; the love you 
bear to the brethren with whom you are 
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now connected with plead against i t : how 
can you surmount such barriers ? On the 
other hand, however, Christ who died to 
save 3'ou demands i t ; truth claims it; 
honor calls upon you to act, and to act 
promptly, vigorously, and effectually. 
Religion protests against your present 
course, and claims your protection. Bo 
not, by the love of the Saviour, I beseech 
you, do not refuse to consider the subject. 
Dare to be consistent—dare to honor and 
obey our Lord Jesus Christ." (Howell's 
Evils, etc., page 247.) 

This same writer says in another book, 
(on Communion.) " The existence of 
schism and the criminality of its indulg
ence have been fully recognized ; and it 
has been shown that the only method by 
which it can be healed, is the return df 
all Christians to the pure and unadulter
ated gospel of Messiah, to embrace it 
without reserve, to practice it with sin
cerity, and to be governed by its laws in 
all things." (Page 26.) 
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Among intelligent people such rhap
sody can only provoke a smile or incite a 
feeling of pity for the blinding infiuence 
of bigotry. But the inexperienced and 
uninformed may be differently affected, 
and on such characters appeals of this 
kind are intended to operate. They are 
told that the authority of "Christ who 
died to save" them; the " claims of truth 
and .honor," of "religion itself," and 
" consistency," unite to require them " to 
change their Ghurch relationship." To 
refuse to do so is to incur the sin of 
"schism," and to dishonor Christ; and, 
to cap the climax, they are gravely told 
that " the only method" of avoiding all 
these evils, and of laying a sure founda
tion for heaven, "is the return of all Chris
tians to the pure and unadulterated 
g<iSpel of Messiah." And pray what is 
here meant by " the pure and unadulterated 
gospel of Messiah?" Why, to be im
mersed ! Immersion, then, in the bap
tist creed is the ''pure and unadulterated 
gospcL'' 
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I commend to the serious consideration 
of all proselyters the following remarks 
of Dr. Lewis, who is a minister of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church : " Our best 
evidence of apostolic character will be 
found in apostolic holiness, labors, and 
success. As a general rule, it will be 
seen that those ministers who are ever 
harping upon our claims, and are most 
arrogant in urging our distinctive prin
ciples, are men who do us little credit by 
their piety, and are best known by their 
success in running down and destroying 
the churches where they may officiate. 
They seek to make up in boasting of ex
ternals what they lack in the internal 
spirit of religion; as the Jews cried, ' The 
temple of the Lord are these,' to cover 
their want of piety." 

Such will be found to be the case—the 
state of those who engage in the unholy 
and dishonorable practice of proselyting; 
but they shall have their reward. " Who
so shall offend one of these little ones 
which believe in me, it were better for 
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him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned 
in the depth of the sea." (Matt, xviii. 

6.) 
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CHAPTER Y. 

UNEVANQELICAL SPIRIT OP PROSELYTERS. 

THE proselyter, in order to effect his 
object, is reduced to the necessity of 
greatly undervaluing, or totally laying 
aside as useless, the grand scriptural doc
trine of salvation by faith ; and of exalt
ing to undue and unwarrantable import
ance things secondary and unessential. 

A certain writer has remarked, "When 
men associate together as a society, there 
must always exist some object, for the 
promotion of which they are united; and 
some manner be proposed, in which this 
object is to be accomplished. Such is 
the case with a Christian Church. Its 
object is the promotion of holiness in the 
souls of its members, and in the souls of 
the men by whom they are surrounded. 
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It is, in a word, to advance the kingdom 
of Christ, and to prepare themselves and 
others the better to meet the solemn 
awards of the day of judgment." 

The soundness of these views will be 
apparent to every one who calmly exam
ines the constitution of the Church as 
founded by our Lord Jesus Christ. When 
the Stm^of God organized his Church 
and appointed his ministers, the objects 
which he contemplated and proposed to 
accomplish were clearly and unmistaka
bly defined, vi^.: " the promotion of holi
ness in the souls of its members," and in 
making "disciples—proselytes—of all na
tions." To the accomplishment of these 
grand objects the disciples of Christ were 
required to consecrate all their powers, 
and direct all their efforts. The world 
was the ' field of their operations, and 
every sinner the object of their mission. 
And how were they, how are we to ac
complish these mighty ends ? By mak
ing war upon each other ? By boasting 
of externals,- and pompously urging dis-
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tinctive denominational principles? By 
making sacraments and ordinances the 
indispensable conditions of salvation? 
Nay, nay, but by living up to the princi
ples, exhibiting the saving, transforming 
power, and preaching the doctrines of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Such was the understanding of the mat
ter, the internal experience, and external 
evidence of those early disciples of whom 
the historian says, " Their religion was 
practical, powerful, and elevating, and 
wrought with transforming power upon 
the lives of others." Does the system 
of proselytism against which I am con
tending eftect the objects contemplated 
by the gospel and its glorious Author ? 
We shall see. 

If the proselyter succeed, (except in 
the cases already referred to,) it must be 
on the ground that he convinces, or, 
rather, persuades the persons whom he 
seeks to convert over to his party that 
they are living in a state of error or sin. 
Of the truth of this there can be no 
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doubt, for if he should admit that church-
connection is a matter of choice, involv
ing no guilt or condemnation, that very 
concession would nullify all his argu^-
ments, and defeat him at every point. 
He must, therefore, persuade his intended 
victims that they are in radical, danger
ous error, are living in a state of actual 
sin against God. Kow, to do this, he 
must evade the true ground of justifica
tion, waive an appeal to personal experi
ence. He will make no inquiries. into 
the state of the soul; will not ascertain 
whether they have been regenerated or 
born of the Spirit, and whether the evi
dence of adoption is still enjoyed. These 
important things do not come within the 
purview of his design, and form no part 
of his solicitude: they are of a second
ary character, and, as such, are not worth 
searching into. The great and absorbing 
concern of the proselyter is to make the 
subjects of his inglorious pursuit believe 
that the Church of which he is a member 
is no Church; her ministers are no minis-
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ters; and her sacraments a nullity. In these 
sweeping denunciations the " Church
man' ' seeks his j ustification, in the absence 
of episcopal ordination; and the immer-
sionist his, in the want of a watery grave, 
and regularly constituted administrators. 
On these points he tries his skill; here he 
exhausts his eloquence aud learning. 
These are the essentials in his modus ope
randi; and if he can but succeed in carry
ing these points, his victory is certain. 
Whether the persons he assails be chil
dren of God by regeneration or not—whe
ther they be living exponents of the gos
pel, or mere formalists—is neither here 
nor there : it is enough for him to know 
that they have not been confirmed—im
mersed—to excite his most anxious fears, 
and elicit his intense, burning zeal in 
their behalf. • True, his extreme modesty 
prevents him from consigning them, with 
"bell, book, and candle," to the power 
of Satan and the fiames of perdition; 
still the utmost limits of his enliorhtened 
charity find no Scripture promise on which 



PROSELYTISM AND PROSELYTERS. 59 

to rest a hope that such may be saved; 
if saved at all, it will be as " by the skin 
of their ' teeth;" and hence all he can 
possibly do for them, while they are not 

^ f his party, is t6 leave them to " t h e un-
covenanted mercies of God." 

The immersionist conducts the assault 
in a different manner, but arrives at l^e 
same conclusion. He argues thus : " If, 
ifi disobedience, (i. e., if not immersed,) 
he claims privileges and immunities to 
which, by the Divine rule, the submissive 
only are entitled, they are to be withheld. 
Does he persevere in his disregard of 
spiritual obligations? The inspired re
medy is to be applied. This course alone 
Jehovah approves — ' Withdraw thyself 
from every brother that walketh disor
derly'—Pedobaptism is demonstrably a 
subversion of the law of Christ."* They 
are in a state of sin, and consequently 
exposed to wrath; which state of sin can 
only be changed, and exposure' to wrath 

* Howell on Communion, pp. 84, 85. 



60 PROSELYTISM AND PROSELYTERS. 

removed, hy inunersion. How very chari
table ! But, on the other hand, the one 
sought to be proselyted may be in a state 
of sin, or a backslider from God, but, if 
confirmed, be pronounced by the Church 
" a child of God;" and, if immersed, be 
considered by the immersionist as an 
obedient child of God, a member of the 
true Church, and a worthy recipient of 
the holy sacrament. And wherefore this 
diflerence ? Simply this : the one has 
been confirmed, and is a member of THE 
Church, or been immersed, and thereby 
obeyed the law of Christ; while others 
have not been confirmed, are not im
mersed, and therefore out of the Church, 
and sinners against Jesus Christ. This 
being the case, is it not manifest, clear as 
noonday, that the scriptural doctrine of 
salvation by faith lis overlooked, and vir
tually repudiated ? In thus laying aside 
the doctrine of salvation by faith, the 
proselyter substitutes in its place salva
tion by works. l:^or is this a new or 
strange device, for, in every age of the 
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Church, the corruption of the scriptural 
doctrine of salvation by faith in Christ 
has always been succeeded by an undue 
and unauthorized valuation of ordinances 
and priests; for, as D'Aubigne says of 
the Papal apostasy,'" To set up a single 
caste as mediator between God and man, 
and to barter, in exchange for works and 
penances .and gold, the salvation freely 
given by God—such was Popery." Yea, 
and such, with a little modification and 
alteration, are the systems in question; 
for, just as far as their advocates can im
press the public mind (and they are toil
ing everywhere to make the impression) 
with the conviction of the importance, 
the superior sanctity, and sufficiency of 
sacraments and ordinances administered 
by themselves, just in the same ratio do 
they draw off the attention from the Head 
of the Church and his salvation to them
selves ; and in the same proportion they 
exalt themselves as " mediators between 
God and man," and "barter, in exchange" 
for saving faith, sacraments and ceremo-
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nies. I cheerfully admit that there are 
exceptions to this wide-spread defection 
—this swinging away from the Scripture 
plan of human salvation ; yet I am forced 
to the conclusion, judging from their gen
eral conduct, that the number is so small, 
and the influence which they exert so in
considerable, that there is little if any 
prospect of arresting or rolling back the 
inglorious work of " ecclesiastical sheep-
stealing." 

I could adduce numerous instances in 
confirmation of the foregoing statements; 
but I suppose that is not necessary. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

PARTY-SPIRIT OE PROSELYTERS. 

THE proselyter seeks the good of a 
party, and not the welfare of the Church 
of our Lord Jesus Chrfst. 

In seeking to draw away members of 
other Churches to his own, the proselyter 
does not presume to say that they are not 
already in the favor of God; for -if he 
did, he would stand convicted of gather
ing unconverted persons'—persons who,-
by common consent, are reputed unfit 
for the kingdom of God—into the Church, 
He is compelled, therefore, to allow^ that 
they are Christians. The " Churchman" 
will denominate such " our good dissent
ing brethren;" while the immersionist 
concedes "their general Christian cha
racter, gives them credit for-sincerity and 
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for conscientiousness."* When, there
fore, they succeed in proselyting one or 
more to their party, they neither take 
captive a child of the devil, nor add a 
new member to the family of God. The 
truth of this cannot be gainsaid. 

I will proceed farther, and say, could 
he succeed in proselyting every member 
of all the branches of the Church to his 
own party, he would neither weaken the 
power of Satan, nor add one particle of 
strength to the kingdom of our Divine 
Master: even if such an event were pos
sible, the respective parties would retain 
the same numerical force which they pos
sessed anterior to the transfer of mem
bership. If this be so—and every one 
who looks at the subject in its true light 
must admit its correctness—then it fol
lows, as a matter of course, that the pro
selyter seeks the good of a party; and that, 
too, irrespective of the general welfare 
of the cause of Christ. The good of the 

^ Howell on Communion^ pp. 100, 101; 
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Catholic Church of God does not and 
cannot enter his conceptions or opera
tions. He is emphatically and in the 
strictest sense a party man. So wedded 
is he to the temporal interests of his 
party, that he would rather see the entire 
Protestant family (save his own sect) ex
terminated from the face of the earth, 
than that his party should not succeed. 

How nearly does the spirit of such 
persons resemble that which influenced 
the disciples, who, after their return from 
their first missionary tour, made the re
port : " Master, we saw one casting out 
devils I in thy name, and we forbade him, 
because he followeth not with us." " Forbid 
him not," said the Head and Lord of the 
Church, " for he that is not against us is 
for us." Such men would, if they pos
sessed the power, impose eternal silence 
upon ev^ry minister except those belong
ing to their party; and cause ever^^Jiouse 
of worship throughout the length and 
breadth of our country to b e closed. 
What a selfish, antichristian spirit is this 

3 
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And such is the spirit that prompts and 
governs the proselyter. 

By referring again to the original im
port of the term proselyte, and marking 
the very first condition of proselytism, 
we shall discover the perversion of, and 
departure from, that ancient custom of 
the Jewish Church. 

As already shown, "proselyte" implies 
"one come from a different country—a 
stranger—a comer to." The object, the 
legitimate design of proselytism was 
made known and clearly defined .in the 
signification of the word. There was no 
mistaking it. To have applied it to na
tive-born Jews would have been a misno
mer ; hence the word was used to desig
nate such as had been converted from 
idolatry and heathenism to the knowledge 
and worship of the true God. It pro
claimed the triumph of the Church over 
the world; it heralded the trophies of 
truth gained over error and infidelity. 
But, alas ! the meaning of the word, and 
the glorious designs of those who carried 
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out its mission-, have been changed and 
prostituted. Ifow, the word simply im
plies a pervert to " a creed or par ty;" 
and"the perverts are sought to be gained, 
not from the world, " tha t lieth in the 
wicked one" — not froin the countless 
hosts of opposing powers who are heed
lessly rushing on to destruction—but from 
other branches of the great Christian 
army. It is a warfare, not against the 
enemies ^of Jesus and his, gospel, but 
against his friends, the members of his 
spiritual household, and the sealed heirs 
of his everlasting kingdom. What a 
strange perversion is here! what an un
natural and unlawful onslaught! 

It is stated of Lord Cornwallis, that 
during the bloody battle at Guilford 
Court-House, and while a portion of his 
army was fleeing before the Americans, 
he ordered his artillery to be ,fired into 
the midst of the mingled masses: being 
admonished by one of his officers that in 
so doing he would destroy his own troops 
as. well as those of his enemy, he replied, 
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" The sacrifice must be made, to save the 
whole army." It was done, and^the tide 
of victory rolled back. The emergency 
of the occasion called for the cruel deed. 
But in the case before us, no such neces
sity does or can exist. The world in arms 
is all before the- sacramental hosts of the 
"Pr ince of Peace." Each section of the 
spiritual army has its appropriate ensign, 
officers, and discipline. Pointing to the 
unconverted legions of the " prince of 
the power of the air," the " Captain ôf 
our salvation'' issues the command," Make 
proselytes of all nations." This is the 
work of all, and there is work enough 
for all to do. The battle rages furiously, 
while the lines are distinctly seen and 
understood. But, mark you, in the midst 
of the conflict, the arms of one section 
are directed against the other sections, 
and friends, and not foes, fall a sacrifice 
to sectional prejudices. Besistance be
comes a law of necessity, and the scene 
of conflict is shifted from the " armies- of 
the aliens" to the hosts of the living God. 
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Section joins issue with section, till the 
whole ar6na is in a blaze of inglorious 
war, while our common enemies laugh at 
our folly, and glory in our confusion and 
defeat. And who is responsible for this 
sad disaster? Those recreant proselytef-s 
who leave their appropriate ranks and 
work, to weaken and destroy the ranks 
of their brethren. Let them be held up 
to public scorn, and be branded as the 
enemies of our common Christianity. 

But the proselyter violates the first 
condition of ancient proselytism. This 
first leading condition required that the 
proselyte should " come voluntarily, and 
that neither force nor influence should be 
employed in the business." This rule of 
action was to be observed in the case of 
the heathen. The judgment was to be 
convinced by the truth, and the heart il
lumed by the superior glory and excel
lence of revealed religion. If these could 
not draw them, convert them from the 
error of their ways, they were to be left 
to their own choice and its results: 
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"neither force nor influence" was to be 
employed in the case. Cur Saviour com
plained of the abuse of this condition, 
and severely rebuked those who had in
fringed the established rule of action: 
" Ye compass sea and land to make one 
proselyte:" here was the abuse of the 
condition of proselytism, and the effects 
of that abuse and his scathing rebuke are 
set forth in these words: "And when he 
is made, ye make him two-fold more the 
child of hell than yourselves." They 
did all in their power to gain converts, 
not to God, but to their sect. So do pro
selyters of the present day. As tlieir 
object in seeking such converts was either 
to swell the number of their sect, or to 
extort from them money to subserve 
their purposes, they took no pains in ef
fecting a moral reformation and elevation. 
The spiritual improvement of the prose
lytes was a matter of no concern. In 
this particular, modern proselyters bear 
a striking resemblance to their brethren, 
the "Scribes and Pharisees," since it has 
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been sho\yn that they pay very little if 
any attention to the spiritual condition 
of those whom they seek to convert to 
their party. And what was the result ? 
They became " two-fold more the chil
dren of hell" than those who converted 
them. 

The proselytes were considered among 
the Jews as " the Scabs of the Church." 
And is' not this the case with a great ma
jority of those proselytes of the present 
d^y ? How few are ever made better by 
this disgraceful system! How many, 
very many, are made unspeakably worse! 
Hundreds and thousands of the prose
lyted totally backslide from God, and, it 
is to be feared, perish eternally. Nor 
should we be surprised at such sad results, 
when we remember the declaration of 
the inspired writer, " A double-minded 
man is unstable in all his ways." (Jas. i. 
8.) A person of this character is con
tinually distracted, and liable to any and 
every change: this is according to the 
known principle, that minds once unset-
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tied are apt to change and to go to ex
tremes. The history of the world, both 
political and religious, will sustain the 
truth of this principle. The fact here 
stated being admitted, no argument is 
necessary to prove it, and hence none 
shall be offered. But while I will not 
argue the truth of the "principle" above 
stated, I may be indulged in a few re
marks explanatory of the natural procliv
ity to change incident to minds once 
unsettled. 

The changes effected by a system of 
proselytism are, in the general, brought 
about by the potency of orders and sa
craments, and not by an appeal to the 
cardinal doctrines of the Bible. With 
"Churchmen," succession, orders, and 
sacraments constitute the weapons of 
their warfare against other Churches; 
while the Baptists battle with the potent 
instrument, immersion in water, by a 
regularly constituted administrator. Their 
warfare is purely circumstantial. We 
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will now mark the workings of the sys
tem under consideration. 

When the doctrine of episcopacy jure 
Hivino is embraced, the rnain barrier to a 
greater change is removed, and the way 
to Rome is open and level to every hap
less malcontent; for so soon as we come 
to believe that orders are of Divine right, 
and indispensable to the being and well-
being of the Church, we are almost cer
tain to glide into the conviction that sa
craments, episcopally administered, are 
possessed of and communicate Divine 
grace. Having reached this point, but 
one step, more is necessary to complete 
the journey—to land us in-Rome. ISTow 
anterior to the change effected by the 
wily assaults of the proselyter, no such 
inclination existed in the mind of the 
pervert; that disposition was not engen
dered until the proselyter induced his 
victim to gulp down the monstrous dogma 
of apostolic succession. The reception 
of that doctrine unsettled his mind on 
the subject of the ministerial office and 
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functions; and being once unsettled, he 
became liable to other ch-anges, and to 
go on to extremes. In proof of this, I 
refer to the fact that Rome rarely gains a 
convert, except such as have first passed 
through the Protestant Episcopal channel. 
This needs no comment, for it speaks for 
itself, and its language is plain and con
clusive. In further proof of what has 
just been said, mark the following: The 
Rev. Dr. Lewis, a Protestant Episcopal 
writer, says: " I n a large majority of 
cases, those who have gone over from us 
to Rome have been educated among Pro
testant brethren. To those who do come 
among us from other folds, we say, be
ware of going to extremes. We have 
suffered so much from the overstrained 
zeal of proselytes, that we would ever 
urge this caution." A sad picture of the 
spiritual character and disposition of the 
unfortunate perverts to a party! The 
same remarks will no doubt hold good 
with regard to the Baptist Church. Hav
ing unsettled the faith of their victims— 
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having cut. them loose from those sacred 
associations and connections which for
merly surrounded and sustained them— 
they are launched upon the stream of 
uncertainty, and are liable to incessant 
change, and every change is from bad to 
worse. 

Disguise it as they may, protest against 
it as they please, immersion, in the Baptist 
creed—according to the strict legitimate 
construction of their doctrine—is essen
tial to a sound scriptural faith and true 
Christian character.^ All the graces of 
the Spirit in the heart, and all the fruits 
of faith in the life,^are insufficient to con
stitute one a true Bibl'e Christian, and 
entitle him to the immunities -and hopes 
of the gospel, in the absence of immer
sion. If it is not the farthest limit of 
professional perfection, it is, at least, in 
their estimation, a sine qua non of Chris
tian character. In proof of this, mark 
the following from tUe pen of Dr. Howell, 
who, speaking of the Lord's Supper, 
says: " Yeg, i t is the Lord.'s table^. All 
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his children have an undoubted right to 
it, because whatever is his is theirs. We 
are not permitted to preclude them. We 
make no such pretensions." (Com., p. 
107.) This language will not admit of 
a double meaning, and hence cannot be 
mistaken. I t designates the sacrament 
" the Lord's table;" it defines those who 
are entitled to approach that table, " all 
his [God's] children;" it assigns the 
ground on which this right of approach 
is founded—"Whateveris his is theirs;" 
being thus authorized, no man or set of 
men "a re permitted to preclude them." 
Ay, whatever may be said of Baptist ex
clusiveness and bigotry, they do not as
sume or exercise such a right: " W e 
[Baptists] make no such pretensions"— 
we Baptists do not pretend to exclude 
any of God's children from his table! and 
yet they exclude all but those of their own 
faith and order; and, therefore, according 
to their belief, Baptists and Baptists alone 
are the children of God! And what is it 
that imparts to them this spiritual pre-
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rogative ? Immersion hy tjie hands of a Bap
tist administrator ! 

Such belief in the efficiency of immer
sion is very apt,, yea, almost certain to 
lead to extremes ; and those who change 
their church relations on the plea of being 
immersed, in imitation of their Lord, are 
the most likely to run into such extremes. 
That such an opinion tends to-extrava
gance, may be gathered from the Camp-
bellite heterodoxy and the Mormonite 
monstrosity. Says P. P. Pratt, A. D. 
1841, " Tell friend Campbell to go ahead, 
and prepare the way: the Saints will fol
low him up and gather the fruits." 

"Thus," says Mr. Kidder, " i t appears 
that -Campbellism has proved the harbin
ger to Mormonism, both in Arnerica and 
England;" and the Baptist Church was the 
mother of Campbellism. 

In order to discover the danger to 
which perverts to the Baptist faith are 
exposed, take another view of the sub
ject. The doctrine of immersional suf
ficiency stands connected with another 
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doctrine equally fatal to the piety and 
steadfastness of the proselyted, viz., the 
final perseverance of the saints-^once in 
grace, always in grace. Coming out from 
those who teach that watchfulness, activ
ity, faith, zeal, and perseverance are es
sential to final salvation, and associating 
with professors who inculcate the doc
trine that, if soundly converted and im
mersed, final salvation is no longer the 
condition of fidelity,, but the result of a 
fixed and unalterable purpose—the irre
sistible will of God—all incentives to ac
tivity, faith, and holy living are removed; 
and if inactivity and apostasy do not fol
low, it will be a miracle of grace and 
mercy. Let the proselyter pause and 
take heed, for a solemn reckoning awaits 
him at the judgment-day; and let the 
proselytes fear and tremble, since they 
occupy positions of great exposure and 
imminent danger. " Let him that think-
eth he standeth take heed lest he fall." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

DIVISIVE SPIRIT OF PROSELYTERS. 

I F success crowtf the efforts of the pro
selyter, long and fondly-Cherished friend
ships and operations are broken up ; dis
trust and suspicion succeed; and often the 
harmony and peace of families are inter
rupted or destroyed. 

That these^results have followed in the 
footsteps of proselytism from the begin
ning of the practice down to the present 
time is too plain to require proof. That 
there have been exceptions to this general 
rule will be admitted; still, these have 
been " few and far between ;" and when 
such honorable exceptions.have occurred, 
they have been found in persons who 
after calm research and prayerful deliber
ation have changed their ecclesiastical 
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connections, and with that change they 
retained and nourished the love of the 
brethren. I honor such changes as these, 
because they bear on their face the evi
dence of sincerity, honesty, and truth. 

But, alas! how few cases of this kind 
are to be met with in the ranks of, the 
proselyted ! The great majority of those 
perverts with whom we meet, go, it is to 
be feared, from motives of worldly con
siderations, and consequently they effect
ually sever themselves from those with 
whom they formerly held Christian com
munion. In the very act of separation 
they violently dissolve all the sacred ties 
that twined about their hearts. They go 
out with the assumed belief that those 
with whom they had been connected have 
" no Church, no ministry, no sacrament," 
or are sinners, because they have not been 
into " the watery grave;" and, if they are 
at all consistent, the severance must be 
complete. The friendship and love of 
years are broken as in a moment—a friend
ship kindled at the altar of prayer, where 
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the tren^bling, heart-broken penitent w-as 
upborne to the mercy-seat on the prayers 
and faith of God's people, and pardoned; 
fed by the associations of the prayer-meet
ing, the class-room, and the great congre
gation ; and rendered sacred by the recol
lection of mutual trials and sufferings 
through which they had been called. to 
pass—this hallowed friendship and hea
ven-embalmed love are invaded and 
broken up by the heartless proselyter. 

Mutual distrust succeeds the disruption 
of brotherly affection. The,perverts are 
suspected b}̂  those from whom they have 
separated, and especially where the change 
has been eflected in the.usual way. It is 
hard to believe, indeed it is almost im
possible tp do so, that purity of motive, 
a desire to-be more holy and useful, gov
erned the perverts in their change. The 
proselyted, on their part, are equally sus
picious: they suspect those from whom 
they separated of entertaining unkind 
feelings towards them : they feel and know 
that suspicion rests upon them; hence 
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mutual distrust ensues, and true Chris
tian sensibility and fraternity are at an 
end. I t can hardly be otherwise. Who 
can look upon such scenes as these and 
not loathe in his heart of hearts the craven 
proselyter ? 

"Back to thy punishment, 
False fugitive, and to thy speed add wings." 

I t is a fact which is well sustained by 
history, a truth that has come within the 
observation of many living witnesses, 
that apostates evince more malignity to
wards the faith and communion from 
which they apostatize than those who 
have had no such connection ; hence, per
sons who are induced to change their 
Church relations for the reasons above 
given, are, in general, indisposed to rest 
on the ground of ordinary moderation. 
I t is characteristic of human nature—has 
become almost a law of mind—to dislike 
and even hate those whom we have know-
ingly injured. This may be accounted 
for in this way: an inward goading con
sciousness of the injury done, and a want 
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of magnanimity to confess it, and the 
painful conviction that such conduct ne
cessarily begets mistrust. The proselyted 
know that they have injured those whom 
they have abandoned—^have broken faith 
with, thend ; and they also know that they 
are suspected by those from whom they 
have separated themselves. And this is 
not all: they are wot-altogether sure of en
joying the confidence of their new-made 
friends. There is just ground for this ap
prehension, for such may rest assured 
that those who thinks calmly, have their 
doubts of. the motives which prompted 
such a change, and stand in fear of yet 
greater changes. 

" W e point," says Br. Lewis, a Pro
testant Episcopal writer, " to the known 
principle, that minds once unsettled are 
apt to phange and go to extremes." 
-Speaking of those who are the most bit
ter in their feelings and denunciatory in 
their speeches against other denomina
tions, the same writer remarks: " They 
are, in a majority of cases, such as have 
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come into our Church from other denom
inations, but, by. a sad, though common 
process, seem most bitter and unchari
table towards the faith in which they have 
left parents and kindred." 

This is a sad view of the case; .and yet 
it is as true as it is sad. Self-condemned, 
if any religious sensibility remains, for 
having causelessly abandoned the Church 
and friends of their " first love," and their 
sacred reminiscences, they apprehend that 
they are suspected not only by those whom 
they have ingloriously deserted, but are 
regarded with a jealous eye by those 
w^hom they have joined. This impression 
is well calculated to induce in them dis
quietude. Thus circumstanced, theyare 
apt to conclude that the best and surest 
way to avoid the distrust of their new 
friends is to become very jealous for the 
new faith. To speak'in terms of gentle
ness and commendation of their former 
pastors, brethren, and ecclesiastical econ
omy, would, in their opinion, be con
strued into a lingering fondness for old 
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associations, and tend to increase already 
existing doubts as to the entireness of 
their^ conversion. Their old associates 
question their motives, and have little if 
any-faith in their religious principles 
and stability. To avoid, if possible, all 
occasion for uncertainty, they proceed to 
decry the Church to which they previously 
belonged, and to laud and glorify their 
new connection. Moderation would be 
construed, at least they think so, into 
lukewarmness, and lukewarmness in a 
newly adopted faith would be considered 
as ominous of another change. Hence 
they dare not occupy a middle ground, 
but must be zealous, exclusive, vindictive. 
If they join the Church, sacraments epis
copally consecrated are converted into in
dependent media of grace and succession, 
the life and soul of its efl3.ciency; or if 
they go down " into Jordan," ih^j declare 
their conviction '-' that immersion, and that 
only, is the baptism, which Christ enjoins;" 
and that " none but believers in Jesus have 
a right to the ordinances of Jesus," (Jewett,) 
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and, as a consequence, all other profes
sors of Christ are wibaptized sinners. 

The condition of these unfortunate 
ones is somewhat analogous to that^of 
Benedict Arnold, of revolutionary noto
riety. That miserable man was fully 
aware of the opinions of those with whom 
he had won honor and glory as to his 
conduct, ^efelt he was a deserter and a 
traitor, and knew that they held him as 
such; and then, as to those unto whom 
he had deserted, he judged that even they 
doubted his sincerity, and questioned his 
motives. To remove as far as possible 
all grounds for doubt from among his new 
friends, he left his ensanguined mark on 
every feature of his country where the 
fortunes of war led him. But did such 
conduct secure the end proposed—insure 
the confidence, respect, and honor of his 
English friends ? 'No, no ; they still sus
pected, contemned, dishonored him. 
Tempted, he yielded, and in yielding he 
was despised. 

Turning to the poor perverts to " a 
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party or creed," I will say, it is bad 
enough for them tol)^ suspected by those 
they have left, but to be suspected by their 
new friends, those loving friends who had 
"compassed sea and land" to proselyte 
them, is beyond endurance. Why, the 
very thought should be enough to swell the 
bosom and bedew the eye; and yet that 
thought has assumed a form, tangible and 
prominent, and for thê -ir own sakes I in
vite them to contemplate their position in 
its true light, in the light in which they 
are regarded b j others; ay, by their 
newly made brethren. Of such Dr. Lewis 
thus speaks: " They are like foam on the 
ocean, ever uppermost, and most visible, 
but small and empty compared with the 
waters beneath. They are most loud and 
prominent, as the worst representatives 
of a Church usually are.' They are like 
the sing^ grasshopper in the field, which 
will make more noise than tw^elve fat 
oxen quietly feeding." How insignificant, 
contemptible do the perverts, the poor 
misguided, deluded proselytes, appear in 
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the sight of those for whom they have 
forsaken all! They are " the foam," the 
''most loud," but "worst representatives of 
the Church," noisy "grasshoppers," disturb
ing the quietude of the "fat oxen." How 
complimentary to the perverts ! But they 
have chosen their own positions, and must 
abide the consequence. 

" Patient at heart, though racked at every pore, 
The righteous penalty of siu he bore." 

The practical results of this system are 
most powerfully felt in family circles. 
Here parents are alienated from and ar
rayed in opposition' to children ; children 
to parents; brothers separated from sis
ters, and sisters from, brothers ; ay, and 
sometimes husbands from • wives, and 
wives from husbands. What the Master 
predicted of the world and his people has 
been and is now fulfilled in the persons 
of his professed followers : "A man's foes 
shall be of his own household." Where 
this is the case, domestic harmony, if not 
peace itself, is sacrificed to sectarian pre-
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judice. Dissonance of religious opinions 
leads to hatred, unpleasant alterc'ations; 
while tight-laced bigotry erects an insur
mountable .barrier to Christian commu
nion. 

That I have not overstrained this point, 
have not painted it in deeper colors than 
is' justified by truth, I Will repeat the 
words of Br. Lewis in reference to those 
who have been proselyted from other 
Churches to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church: They " seem most bitter and 
uncharitable towards the faith in which 

r 

they have left 'parents and kindred." 
Kow, if there was nothing- else' to prove 
the great evil of proselyting, if this fact 
stood isolated and unsustained by any 
others, this would be suf&cient to demon
strate the wickedness of the practice. To 
weaken and sever the cords of consanguin
ity, to interrupt and unloose the ties of love 
and harmony in a family, is bad enough, 
but to beget and nourish a spirit of bit
terness and un charitableness towards the 
" faith of parents and kindredj" is a work 
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which should call forth the keenest an
guish and the profoundest shame. 

The following from Mr. Spurgeon ia 
worthy of all commendation, being indi
cative of that spirit of Christ which 
should fill the heart and govern the con
duct of every servant of the Lord. Mr. 
Spurgeon says : " I had a letter some time 
ago from a good Baptist minister in Ire
land, who very much wanted me to come 
over to Ireland, as he said, to represent 
the Baptist interest, because it might lead 
the people to think a little more of Bap
tists. I told him I would not go across 
the street merely to do. that, much less 
would I cross the Irish Channel. I should 
not think of going to Ireland for that; 
but if I might go there to make Chris
tians, under God, and be the means of 
bringing men to Christ, I would leave it 
to them what they should be afterward, 
and trust to God's Holy Spirit to direct 
and guide them as to what denomination 
they should consider nearest akin to God's 
truth." The work of saving souls, of 
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bringing sinners to the cross of Christ, is 
the appropriate work and the true glory 
of the Christian ministry ; but to engage 
in the business of proselyting, to devote 
one's energies and time in making con
verts to a party, is a desecration of the sa
cred ofiice, and a prostitution of the Chris
tian name. 

Another distinguished Baptist minister, 
Dr. Wayland, has said: " W e see, then, 
what is the limit of a minister's official 
duty. The tempers of mind which Christ 
has enjoined, he may enjoin; the acts 
which Christ has specified as indicative 
of those tempers of mind, he may specify. 
All this he may do under the authority 
of Christ. But when Christ has merely 
enjoined the temper of mind, and has not 
specified the manner of its exemplifica
tion, then the minister may, on the au
thority of Christ, enjoin the temper of 
mind, but he must leave the exemplifica
tion to the conscience of the individual. 
This latter he is not permitted to do as a 
minister of Christ. He may entertain 
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his opinion the same as other men, and 
act accordingly. He may do in this re
spect as he pleases, and he must leave 
every one else to do the same." 

The proselyter sets at naught and vir
tually ignores these plain principles of 
Christian liberty bequeathed to every be
liever by Jesus our Lord. This will appear 
when we recollect that he not only speci
fies the "tempers of mind"—and, by the 
way, this is generally overlooked by such 
characters—enjoined by Christ, and which 
come within the purview of his official 
responsibility, but he assumes the author
ity to prescribe and insist on the exact 
"manner of its exemplification." Now, 
if the exemplification was required to be 
made in those acts of piety which indi
cate the spiritual tempers of the mind, 
those fruits of the Spirit which give evi
dence of. a regenerated and renewed 
heart, then the exaction could be sus
tained by official obligation; but such is 
not the case: on the contrarj^, the exem
plification is confined to opinions and doc-
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trines, or a mere mode of administration, 
which, to say the mOst, are of very doubt
ful authority, if indeed they are not simply 
human inventipns. In urging conformity 
to these, the individual sought to be pro
selyted is not left to exercise his own con
science, but is plied with arguments and 
appeals so dogmatic and imperious as to 
leave the impression that nonconformity 
is a moral evil—downright sin. 

Again, while the proselyter claims for 
himself the right to " entertain his opin
ion," and to "act accordingly," he de
nies this right to others—refuses to "leave 
every one else to do the same." They 
must receive his ipse dixit, and conform to 
his faith and order, or sufier the penalty 
of being left to " t h e uncovenanted mer
cies of God," or excluded from the visible 
Church of Christ. The proselyter pre
sents one of his conditions—conformity 
to his Church, or disfranchisement from 
the kingdom and covenant of God. I am 
forcibly reminded of the poet's descrip
tion of the bigot: 
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" He had an art, 
A kind of hellish charm, that made the lips 
Of truth speak falsehood; to his liking turned 
The meaning of the text, made trifles seem 
The marrow of salvation 
He proved all creeds false but his own, and found 
At last his own most false—most false, because 
He spent his time to prove all others so." 

"Deceiving and being deceived/'a fear
ful retribution awaits the proselyter at the 
judgment day. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

INCONSISTENCY OF PROSELYTERS, 

THE system of proselytism involves its 
agents in the most censurable inconsist
ency. 

In the last chapter, I showed that When 
persons leave one religions communion 
and join another, unless where they are 
clearly influenced by conscientious mo
tives, they, in nine cases out of ten, be
come the subjects of suspicion and doubt. 
In the very nature of the thing, accord
ing to the law of the mind, this must be 
the case. We are bound to believe that 
every intelligent, honest person acts from 
enlightened and proper motives. The 
joining of a Church is one of the most 
solemn and important acts in human life. 
Here/if anywhere on the whole stage of 
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moral action, the conduct should be gov
erned by principle; since he who can con
summate such an act carelessly and insin
cerely, is capable of any enormity. When 
the connection is once formed, any sub
sequent change must result from a con
scientious conviction of duty, or sinister 
motives. Such changes are always the 
subjects of inquiry and animadversion. 
Public opinion will scrutinize and deter
mine the motives that influence such 
alterations in ecclesiastical connections; 
and, nine times out of ten, the verdict is 
detrimental to the character of the per
vert, especially if he be a minister. This 
has been the case from the beginning, 
and will continue to be the case to the 
end of time. 

The proselyter professes great friend
ship for and the deepest interest in the 
honor and welfare of those whom he 
seeks to convert over to his party. Is it 
consistent with friendship to place our 
friends in a position which subjects them 
to such a process and its results? To 
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draw them away from those who love and 
confide in them, and inveigle them into 
a connection where their motives are sus
pected,, their sincerity and lidelity mis
trusted, and their moral sensibilities—if 
any such remain—insulted ? If the un
fortunate perverts are quiet and peace
able—if they avow love for and good will 
to their former friends^—they are suspected 
of and charged with a want of interest in 
and zeal for the new faith; or if, a^ is 
almost universally the case, they affect 
more than ordinary devotion to their 
new religious cannection, and are rather 
extra in their denunciations of the old— 
a course usually dictated by consciences 
ill at ease^then they come under cen
sures like the following: "Kever are 
such intolerant denunciations against our 
brethren of other folds heard from the 
lips of old Church.men, as are uttered by 
those who have recently joined us from 
the Churches they anathematize." (Dr. 
Lewis.) " Some who have come aniong 
us from thC'Methodists, having lost their 

4 
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freshness in the process of sobering down, 
seem to have thought the Church a good 
place for 'dry sticks.' Others, again, 
have retained much of their power, though 
probably none have ever sought our pulpits-
for the purpose of becoming more effective 
preachers." (Memorial to the House of 
Bishops, 1853.) Mark you, this is the 
judgment, not of those whom these Meth
odist ministers and laymen have left, but 
of those to whom they have gone ! What 
inconsistency to seek to draw them into 
such a position! And how unkind and. 
unchristian to insult those whom they 
have seduced into such positions ! 

I presume the immersionists are not 
different in this respect from " Church
men :" they, too, unless indeed they differ 
from all other men, have their suspicions 
and doubts; and these will come to the 
surface on the slightest commotion of 
their body. In proof of this, take the 
following against Dr. Fuller, who com
mitted the great crime of recognizing 
the validity of immersion administered 
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by a Pedobaptist: ' 'Dearly as we love 
him, ardently as we admire him, a thou
sand times better had he remained an 
Episcopalian,,and far better every minis
ter and memb'er quietly leave our ranksi 
to-day, than to thus betray us by ingenious 
sophisms into.the hands bf our enemies." 
This pitiable wail, and the reference to 
Dr. Fuller's former connection, bespeak 
the secret distrust of the true Baptist 
element. 

I now appeal to sober, candid thinkers, 
and ask. Is it 'consistent with friendship 
and^ love to proselyte persons to parties 
and creeds, where they are subjected to 
such suspicions and reflections ? And yet, 
those who prosel^^te them, surely know 
that such a state of feeling must and will 
follow a change of Church connection. 
Inconsistency is a mild term to apply to 
those who are engaged in the unholy 
work of proselyting: duplicity would pro
bably be more appropriate. 

The proselyter assumes for the doc
trines and ordinances of his ChuTch an 
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excellence and perfection unequalled by 
any others—considers them the ne plus 
ultra of Church organization. Other 
Churches are defective in doctrine, do 
not hold and set forth the whole truth, 
and are unscriptural in the administration 
of their ordinances; and yet, in order to 
secure his ends, he will either compro
mise and conceal the doctrines of his 
Church, or receive as members persons 
whose views are the xorj reverse of those 
held and taught by his Church. 

If the proselyter is a " Churchman," 
he will studiously keep out of sight the 
most objectionable tenets of his party; 
such as baptismal regeneration, the gift 
of the Holy Spirit in confirmation, and 
the maturity of grace and strength through 
means of the eucharist. He will proclaim, 
in the blandest manner, that the doc
trines of his Church and those of the 
Methodist are very similar—almost iden
tical ; and that the principal difference is 
in regard to ordination. The :\letho(lists, 
he will say, believe in the validity of his 
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ordination, but he cannot believe in theirs; 
consequently it-would be no sacrifice of 
principle for a Methodist to become an 
Episcopalian, but it would he a great and 
vital surrender of principle for an Epis
copalian to become a Methodist. In this 
way he seeks to deceive^,., and to make 
proselytes to his party. 

It is a very common saying among 
" Churchmen"—and I am sorry to say 
the, same is sometimes in the mouths of 
some Methodists—that the doctrines of 
the Episcopal' and Methodist Churches 
are almost identical. Such an af&rmation 
may be excused in those laymen who have 
never exanained into the subject; but 
when employed by a clergyman—a prose
lyter— it is wholly inexcusable. They 
must know better: th|sy cannot be ignor
ant of the fact they are as wide, apart as 
the poles, and that they differ in points 
vital and essential. When, therefore, the 
proselyter makes such an assertion, he is 
either grossly ignorant or morally dis
honest. 
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He is equally at fault in the matter of 
ordination. Here, as on the subject of 
doctrines, there is a wide and important 
difference. " Churchmen" believe that 
the virtue of ordination resides in an un
broken succession of Bishops; that when 
episcopally administered-, it imparts cha
racter and grace; that it is essential to 
the being and well-being of the Church; 
and that those who are not episcopally 
consecrated are not ordained at all ; aud 
that they "have no Church, no minis
try, no sacraments ;" or, as Archbishop 
Whately expresses it, "And all Christians 
(so called) who do not come under this 
description, (' our possessing what they 
call apostolic succession,') are to be re
garded either as outcasts from ' the house
hold of faith,' or, at best, in a condition 
' analogous to that of the Samaritans of 
old,' who worshipped on Mount Gerizim, 
or as in an 'intermediate state between 
Christianity and heathenism,' and as 'left 
to the uncovenanted mercies of God. '" 
(Apostolic Succession, p. 120.) Method-
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ists believe that succession is a figment 
of Popery—an idle tale; that ordination 
imparts neither eh^r^cter nor grace, but 
is a simple designation to a.specific work; 
that it is not necessary to the-being of the 
Church; and that when performed by 
elders, it is scriptural ordination,^and, 
constequently, the Churches thus consti
tuted are jus.Divinum Churches of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. The proselyter knows 
all this; and hence, when he asserts a 
similarity, an almost identity between th^ 
doctrines and usages of Ms Church and 
those of the Methodist, he aflcLrms what he 
knows, is not so; and when 'he says the 
latter opinionsimay be substituted by the 
former without the sacrifice of principle, 
he is either a dolt or deceiver. 

If the proselyter liappens to be an im
mersionist, he will tell those whom he 
desires to proselyte that all Clrristians 
concede the point that their baptism is a 
true and scriptural ordinance; that for 
him to change his- Church relationship 
would be a sacrifice of principle, seeihg 
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he does not consider affusion and infant 
sprinkling valid; but that they (Pedo-
baptists) may change without sacrificing 
principle. This is certainly assuming a 
great deal for Baptists, but awarding very 
little to Pedobaptists. But the above 
assumptions are deceptive and false. The 
first, viz., that all Christians concede that 
immersion is true and scriptural, is de
ceptive, inasmuch as it presents a part 
and'not the whole truth of the case. Pe
dobaptists may, indeed,- allow that im
mersion is a scriptural baptism, though 
some have very strong doubts about the 
matter; but they do not admit, as the 
Baptists contend—and what they always 
mean when ihej speak of immersion— 
that it is the only true and scriptural bap
tism : on the contrary, they believe and 
teach that sprinkling and pouring are 
equally scriptural and valid. Now, in giving 
this garbled view of the matter, the pro
selyter acts a deceitful part, and seeks to 
impose upon the assumed ignorance of 
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thosewhom he desires to convert over to 
his party. 

The latter assumption in the foregoing, 
viz., that Pedobaptists, in joining the 
Baptists, sacrifice no principle, is false. 
The enlightened and conscientious Pedo
baptist as firmly believes that sprinkling 
and pouring are Christian baptism, as the 
Baptists do that immersion'is. If, there
fore, he joinJ:he Baptists, he must of ne
cessity- not only deny, but ignore and 
condemnhis former faith, by dishonoring 
his first baptisnii And is there no sacri
fice of principle here ? 

But, ag.ain, if a Methodist join the 
Baptists, he must, in order to be consist
ent, not only ignore his first faith and 
dishonor his original baptism, but he 
must believe in election, reprobation, ef
fectual calling, and the final perseverance 
of the saints. (Confession of Faith, A.D. 
1742, pp. -20, 28, 33, 34, 35, 44.) Does 
such a change of opinion—the adoption 
of these doctrines—involve no sacrifice 
of principle ? 
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And again, the person who becomes a 
Baptist must not only abandon his former 
faith and doctrines, but he is required to 
t um his back upon the altar of his father, 
mother, brothers, and sisters, and refuse 
to commemorate with them the death and 
resurrection of our common Lord: he 
may not recognize them as true Christians, 
if Christians at all. And yet, all these 
things are to be done, and still no sacri
fice of principle is demanded ! What do 
they mean by principle? Perhaps they 
do not comprehend the import of the 
term. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

FALSE POSITION OP PROSELYTERS. 

THE system of pros.elytism often places 
the proselyted in a false, and, conse
quently, an injurious position. 

Thi^ grows out of the wide extremes 
of doctrinal tenets which distinguish the 
different branches of the universal Church 
oi our Lord Jesus Christ. The criterion 
by which we are wont to judge,, indeed 
the only consistent rule by which we can 
determine a man's faith and doctrines, is 
his Church connection. The geographi
cal divisions of the earth are not more 
distinctly marked than are the doctrinal 
complexions of the differe-nt denomina
tions which make up the Catholic Church 
of God. J JS'or can it with truth be said 
that these differences are unimportant. 
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Protestant Jesuitism may for party pur
poses seek to make this impression, but 
honesty and truth will discover and teach 
that they " affect the leading principles of 
the Divine government, and the answer 
to the question, ' What must I do to be 
saved? '" 

The Pev. Dr. Hodgson very justly re
marks : " It would be exceedingly diffi
cult to find justifying reasons for joining 
a Church, the doctrines of which we do 
not believe, unless it were impossible, on 
account of distance, to join one of our 
faith." While it would be exceedingly dif
ficult to find justifying reasons for such a 
course, it is by no means difficult to ori
ginate reasons for so doing; still, to en
lightened and unprejudiced minds, such 
reasons are very unsatisfactory—bear a 
very doubtful moral aspect. One pleads 
ancestral predilections ; another, the con
nection of relatives ; another makes the 
membership of dear friends the occasion 
of his choice ; while the large majority— 
though not publicly confessed—find their 
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true and controlling motive in the pros
pect of acquiring respectability and in
fluence, or to escape odium. The fore
going reasons, with the exception of the 
last,- and this must be reprobated by God 
and man,-might be well enough if no sa
crifice of principle were involved; but 
where this is the case, where the doctrines 
and usages of the Church are distasteful 
to and at war with their feelings and 
judgments, even those amiable consider
ations lose their virtue, and great incon
sistency, to say the least of it, attaches it
self to every such case. 

Men who are. aecustomed to think can 
never regard Church connection as a mat
ter of indifference; na^, viewed in the 
proper light, it is of much greater conse-
quence than is generally supposed. In 
connecting himself with a Church, a man 
must be considered as giving his counte
nance and support to its doctrinal*peculi
arities and ecclesiastical regime. This 
being the case, it is highly necessary that 
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every one should be connected with that 
Church whose tenets and usages corre
spond with his own opinions and prefer
ences. For a man to connect himself 
with a Church whose peculiar doctrines 
he does not believe, is tantamount to say
ing that error is better than truth, or, at all 
events, just as good as truth ; or that it is a 
matter of perfect indifference with him 
whether error or truth prevails. A well-
grounded suspicion of such unconcern is a 
death-blow to religious character; and eter
nal truth has said, "A double-minded man 
is unstable in all his ways." 

With what propriety can an Arminian 
connect himself with a Calvinistic Church, 
or a Calvinist with an Arminian ? With 
what consistency can one who believes 
that salvation is " by grace through faith," 
unite with a Church whose formularies 
teach that we-are justified in baptism, 
sealed with the Holy Ghost in confirma
tion, and confirmed in Christ by means of 
the eucharist ? And, in fine, how incon-
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gruous for one'who believes that ^11 who 
truly love and^ serve our Lord Jesus are 
accepted of him, and if faithful unto the 
end wi]l be saved, to be associated with 
a.?Church that, unceremoniously cuts off 
all but their own party from scriptural 
communion with Christ, places them in 
" a n intermediate, state between Chris-

•f. ' 

tianity and Heathenism," or, in the utmost 
stretch of their unbounded charity, piously 
consigns th&m" to the uncovenanted mer
cies of God" as the only hope of their 
filial salvation ! The presentation of these 
cases, and they are very common, espe
cially among the perverts, is, as it seenxs 
to me, suflicient to expose the glaring 
inconsistency^of every such connection; 
and when duly considered,^ will suggest 
the injury that must necessarily result to 
the parties. 

As illustrative of the extreme incon
sistency and folly, not to say wickedness, 
of being connected with a Church the 
doctrines of which are adverse to our own 
sober judgment and enlightened faith, I 
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will submit the following from a ser
mon of Dr. Hodgson :* 

" There is yet another serious diflSculty. 
What doctrines will a man teach his chil
dren, or allow them to be taught—those 
which he believes, or those which he does 
not ? Imagine him returning from public 
worship with his family on a pleasant 
Sabbath morning. His little son says to 
him, ' Father, how did you like the ser
mon this morning ?' ' Very well, my son.' 
'Did you believe all that the preacher 
said, father?' 'No , not all; I believe 
that the sermon was eloquent, but I con
fess I was not pleased with all its doctrines, 
and I will give you some of my reasons 
when we get home.' 'Why , father, we 
are taught those doctrines in the Sabbath-
school nearly every Sabbath—they are in 
the catechism.' 'Are they?' 'Yes, sir.' 
' Well, my son, they are the doctrines of 
the Church. They are in the Creed, or 

* This sermon is on the subject—<' Fidelity to Truth; 
or, What Church shall I jo in?" I t should be widely 
circulated. 
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jCoufession of Faith of the'Church. The 
minister is required by hia ordination 
vow to teach them.' 'Do all ministers 
believe those doctrines ?' ' No, my son.' 
'Wel l , father, what ministers do not?' 
' You know the Church we attended be
fore we came to the one we now attend ? 
The ministers of that denomination do 
not.' ' Then you believe as they do, fa
ther?' 'Yes . ' 'Well , father, what do 
you wish us to believe—-that which is true, 
or that which you say is not true V ' That 
which is true,*:.of course, my son : why do 
you ask me that question ?' ' Because I 
was thinking it strange^that you would 
take us away from the Church which you 
say has a-true creed, and where the min
ister preaches the truth, and take us to 
one which holds and teaches what you 
call false doctrine. You and mother al
ways told us that we must love the truth, 
and always speak it, and keep out of the 
company'of those who do not.' " 

Wha t can excuse such humiliating in
consistency ? In such a case as the above, 
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and there are many such, the man actually 
withdraws his all of influence and talents 
from what he conscientiously regards as 
true, and pledges them to the support and 
advancement of that which in his heart 
he believes and holds'as false. He prac
tically repudiates the truth, and, in defi
ance of reason, justice, and faith, con
demns the Church that holds and dissem
inates it. " He sells himself to build up 
a Church whose doctrinal svstem he can-
not conscientiously defend, unless \iia 
conscience has become so impaired and 
perverted that it is a matter of entire in
difference to him whether he propagates 
truth or error." Yes, and exposes his 
children to the infiuences of radical error. 

The case here presented—and it is no 
fancy sketch—is bad enough when applied 
to laymen; but what can be said when 
the pervert is a minister ? Must he, stand
ing in that holy place, preach the creed 
of the Church to which he has been al
lured ? The very conception of such a 
thing is shocking to every moral feeling 
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of the soul. But what is he to do ? If 
he preach the doctrines- he formerly pro
mulgated, and still believes, he forfeits the 
approbation and support of those whose 
friendship he has purchased at the sacri
fice of other and more endearing ties; 
and if he dare preach the doctrines of 
the Church into which he has been al-
lured,*he would only labor to defend and 
establish tenets which he holds to be false 
and exceedingly dangerous. In what light 
would a politician, placed in such a posi
tion,-be regarded ? Would not all honest 
men .shun hini as a traitor to his princi
ples ? Shall the minister of the living 
and true God "stoop to deeds which 
-v̂ ôuld blast the reputation of irreligious 
politicians ?" And when he thus stoops, 
does he not suffer from the merited con-
tempt of those from whom he has sepa
rated, and enjoy the felicity of being sus-
pected by those unto whom he attaches 
himself? Such are the results of proselytism, 
and the sad reward of proselyters I 

I have already conceded that persons 



116 PROSELYTISM AND PROSELYTERS. 

may conscientiously change their Church 
relations. I will now go farther, and say 
that under given circumstances they are 
bound to do so, or be guilty of inconsist
ency, if not of moral dishonesty. " Dis
satisfaction with the doctrines or polity 
of a Church, after long and prayerful ex
amination, ma}^ be a sufficient reason why 
a new Church relationship should be 
formed." A change under such circum
stances is not only admissible, but a duty. 
Such changes do now and then occur, but 
the cases are comparatively " few and far 
between," and they are never the result of 
proselytism: they spring from the honest 
convictions of an enlightened judgment— 
from an earnest desire to know and do 
the will of God. But, as already stated, 
the most of those who change their 
Church relations, and especially those who 
leave the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
are influenced by the hope or prospect of 
acquiring respectability and influence, or 
to escape odium. How often do we meet 
with persons who in their youth, during 
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their apprenticeship, and while poor, 
"bowed at the altar of God in Methodist 
churches, with whom Methodist ministers 
prayed with agonizing fervor, whom they 
instructed and watched over, and who 
were glad to receive the attention and as
sistance of plain but godly men, have be
come wealthy, and able to live in fine 
houses, and' have turned their backs upon 
their former ministers and religious asso
ciates, to join a fashionable Church." 
These are the blinded dupes of unprin
cipled proselyters; and verily, they re
ceive their reward. Formality is sub
stituted for holy zeal and heartfelt piety; 
and the dying-hour often finds them with
out God and without hope. 
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CHAPTER X. 

FALSE POSITION OE PROSELYTERS. 

I N the last chapter I considered the 
want of consistency or moral honesty 
that is evinced by those persons who hold 
connection with, who join and continue 
members, of Churches whose doctrinal 
peculiarities they do not believe. I pro
pose, in this chapter, to give the subject 
a more elaborate examination. 

If our Church connection implied no
thing more than the declaration of our 
faith in the Son of God, and separation 
from the world, then our ecclesiastical 
cognomen would be of very little, if, in
deed, of any moment; but when it is 
understood that denominational names 
are coupled with and significant of doc
trines and usages which clearly distin-
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guish each from the others, tken the 
matter assumes another and more import
ant aspect, and involves a principle of 
the gravest import. The principle here 
involved is nothing more nor less than 
fidelity to truth. 

The oneness of the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ—the true Catholidty—does 
not depend on an identity of Church con
nection, or similarity of belief in the 
minutiae of Christian theology, but on 
faith in and submission to one universal 
Head, Jesus Christ; in unity of spirit— 
the spirit of love—and concord of effort 
for the salvation of the world. " Chris
tians, though differing as to their mode 
of thinking, their particular opinions and 
forms, and though divided into particular 
comlnunions, ought, to regard themselves 
as constituting still but one Church; and 
so to live together in unity of. spirit. 
This is the true spirit of Christianity: it 
infuses feelings of toleration." 

The division of the universal Church 
into denominational sections is not neces-
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saril}^, and never should be made detri
mental to Christianity itself; on the con
trary, it has been permitted, .and, when 
properly considered and carried out, has 
been a great and essential advantage to 
religion and the world. History proves, 
and all subsequent experiments will de
monstrate, that the result of an attempt 
to establish a visible ecclesiastical juris
diction of universal authority has been 
and ever will be preeminently disastrous. 
The past history of such a monopoly has 
resulted in "suppressing- freedom of 
speech and mind; consigning hundreds 
of thousands to torture, and saturating 
the earth with blood." What has been, 
will, under' similar circumstances, be 
again: human nature being the same in 
all ages, the same cause will produce the 
same results. Hence, no greater curse 
could befall the Church and the world 
than a universal ecclesiastical jurisdic
tion. 

While our denominational relations do 
not disfranchise us from a connection 
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with the universal Church of Christ, or 
militate against the soundness of our faith 
in the great fundamentals of religion, and 
love of all Christian people, still such re
lations impose .upon and exact from us 
consistency between our. connection and 
faith, and fidelity to the .truth. 

Every intelligent person is expected to 
entertain a decided preference for the 
rules or principles that govern the asso
ciation to which he is attached: this is 
right and proper. In some instances, the 
mode of government has been made the 
occasion of secession from and bitter op
position to a Church organization; but, 
as a general thing, the, differences of 
opinion respecting the teachings of, the 
Bible have constituted the true and es
sential distinction between, and ground 
of preference for or opposition to, the dif
ferent Christian associations. The ques
tions may here arise,-Are these differ
ences of opinion respecting the teachings 
of the Bible of sufficient importance to 
justify and require the organization and 
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continuance of the different Churches ? 
If so, does the simple fact of belonging 
to any particular branch of the universal 
Church involve any moral principle ? 
Let us consider these questions. 

Those'who operate—as all proselyters 
do—for party purposes, have found and 
may continue to find it convenient and 
useful, either to magnify or diminish 
these existing differences of opinion ; but 
neither the one nor the other course can 
conceal from the intelligent mind the fact 
that these diff'erences are radical, and con
sequently of the first importance; that 
they affect the leading principles of Divine 
government, and are intimately connected 
with the duties and happiness of man
kind. 

It is not expected that all men should 
think alike: to anticipate such a thing 
would be an absurdity. Differences of 
opinion result from the independent ope
rations of the mind. We differ on nearly 
all subjects, whether politics, history, 
jurisprudence, or religion. You may as 
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well undertake to chain the billows of the 
mighty ocean^ as to suppress the action 
of mind. I t will assert its inherent right 
to think, reason, and determine. With 
this^well-known constitution of the hu
man mind and its results, suppose it 
were possible to resolve all Christian 
congregations into an entirely promiscu
ous ndass—^break down and demolish all 
denominational distinctions, and merge 
the whole into one undistinguished asso^ 
elation. These promiscuous masses would 
have to be served by ministers, who, while 
sustaining a common outward connection, 
would, from their very mental construc
tions, entertain and promulgate their in
dependent "and peculiar opinions. Let 
us contemplate the result. One isnn sen
timent a Calvinist, and will declare the 
eternal, special, immutable, and all-con
trolling foreordination of God, who "or
dains whatsoever comes to pass;" another 
is an Arminian, and contends that Jesus 
Christ) by " the grace of God, tasted death 
for every man," and that '* whosoever 
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will, may take the water of life freely"— 
may be saved. Another is a sacramental-
ist,' and proclaims that all grace is" to be 
sought for and found in sacraments and 
orders: that we are justified in baptism, 
receive the Holy Ghost in confirmation, 
and the fulness of grace in the Lord's 
Supper. Another believes and preaches 
that salvation is the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and must be looked for and expe
rienced in " repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." 
One believes and inculcates that sacra
ments are obsolete, and that spiritual in
fluences are all and all; while another 
contends that sacraments are, the sum 
total of salvation. One affirms that bap
tism by sprinkling or pouring is valid 
and scriptural; and another vehemently 
and pertinaciously maintains that immer
sion in water, and that only, is Christian 
baptism. One will contend that infants, 
as well as believing adults, are fit sub
jects of baptism; while the other will 
vociferate that infant baptism is a sin, 
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and that believers alone are eligible to 
baptism. One will teach that all who 
believe in and love the Lord Jesus are 
entitled to partake of the Lord's Supper; 
and another will insist that none but the 
immersed are-entitled to that distin
guished privilege. What a state of con
fusion would follow these discordant and 
antagonistic doctrines! It,would indeed 
and in truth be " confusion worse con-
founded." This is no fancy sketch,,but 
would inevitably -follow, if the event 
above supposed could be consummated. 
Hence the necessity of independent and 
distinct religious associations. I t is ne
cessary to the peace and prosperity of the 
Church, and the welfare and salvation of 
the world. Let ' these denominational 
distinctions exist and be maintained; 
nevertheless " le t brotherly love con
tinue." There is room enough for all to 
operate in, and there is work enough for 
all to do. " Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to
gether in unity!" 
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I have assumed the fact that, when 
governed by proper religious motives, a 
profound moral principle underlies our 
ecclesiastical connection. The idea that 
" it is of no importance what a man be
lieves, so that he is a Christian," has been 
exploded, and is ignored. That a man 
may fall into great theoretical errors and 
yet be a Christian, is readily admitted; 
still it is a fact that challenges contradic
tion, that our opinions have a powerful 
and controlling influence over our con
duct. James says : i" Seest thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect?" This was 
spoken of Abraham, and is applicable to 
all believers: it goes to show that the life 
of the believer is influenced by the cha
racter of his faith. This being the case, 
the doctrines which we embrace — the 
faith we adopt—is a matter of the great
est importance. When a man's conduct 
contradicts his professed faith, he is justly 
chargeable with inconsistency or hypo
crisy. Such a charge, or the impression 
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that such a suspicion exists, is repugnant 
to the refined sensibilities-of every honor
able Christian; and hence any thing that 
tends to such a supposition should be 
studiously avoided. 

When a man connects* himself with a 
Church, he "must be considered as giv
ing his countenance and support to the 
system of doctrines distinguishing the 
Church" with which he connects, him
self. This is ^the conclusion to which 
every thinking mind will coine: indeed, 
any other conclusion would reflect, seri
ously upon his intelligence or motives. 
How important, then, for every one to 
join that Qhurch whose doctrines and 
usages harmonize with his own views 
and feelings-^the Church which, in his 
opinion, most nearly, agrees with the pat
tern exhibited in the word of God. I 
have already said that ' the geographical 
divisions of the earth are not more dis
tinctly marked than are the doctrinal 
complexions of the different denomina
tions which make up the catholic Church 
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of God. No intelligent man will deny 
this. But it may be said that the simple 
fact of belonging to a Church does not 
involve the necessity of believing the 
doctrines of that Church. If it do not 
involve the necessity of such faith, it 
evolves the existence of great and humili
ating inconsistency, if not a want of 
moral honesty. Church connections are 
not compulsory, but the voluntary acts 
of the parties; and those who attach 
themselves to any particular branch of 
the general Church can dissolve such 
connection at pleasure : hence, to connect 
with and deliberately continue in a 
Church whose doctrines are repugnant 
to the belief and conscience of the party, 
is in the highest sense inconsistent, if not 
criminal. The person thus acting is 
guilty of two grave offences; viz.: he 
gives a formal approval of, and contri
butes to uphold and diffuse, what he be
lieves to be error or untruth; and con
demns, seeks to suppress and root out 
what his moral sense tells him is the 
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truth. Let us consider this subject with 
a little more minuteness. 

A man is, in faith, a Calvinist, and be
lieves, according to "̂ the Confession of 
Faith, that, " By the decree of God, for 
the manifestation of his glory, some men 
and angels are predestinated unto ever
lasting life, and others foreordained to 
everlasting death. These angels and 
men, thus predestinated and forieordained, 
are particularly and unchangeably de
signed ; and their number is so certain 
and definite, that it cannot be either 
increased or diminished."' (Page 39.) 
With such a faith, how can any one 
belong to and cooperate with a Church 
that believes "Tha t the decree of the 

r 

Divine predestination especially related 
to, and consisted in, the purpose of God 
determining that all those to whom the 
blessing of this grace was offered should, 
in consequence of believingly receiving 
it, and continuing therein to the end, be 
saved; while, on the contrary, those who 
rejected it, and continued in unbelief, 

5 
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should be damned ?" (Arminius.) And 
vice versa. Such a position produces a state 
of mind, in relation to essential truths, 
sadly at variance with what God mani
festly requires ; and must, unless the per
son has reached a state of perfect indif
ference, result in opposition to, or a very 
soulless, lukewarm cooperation with the 
Church. Such a state is truly unenvia
ble, and much to be regretted; and is 
somewhat analogous to the state of mind 
portrayed by the poet, in these words: 

"While with the sons of men my footsteps trod, 
My home, my heart, was with the sons of God." 

Let US look at this subject from another 
stand-point. An individual has been 
brought up under the belief, and realized 
the truth, that a man is "justified by 
faith in Christ; that he is comforted by 
the Spirit's 'witnessing with his spirit' 
that he is now a child of God; he serves 
God from filial love ; he has received new 
powers ; he walks not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit; he is dead to sin, and 
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cannot live longer therein; and the fruits 
of the Spirit are in. him — 'love, joy, 
peace, gentleness goodness, meekness, 
faith, temperance.' He is now, and not 
till now, in a regenerated state, as that 
state is described in the Scriptures." 
(Watson.) But he is persuaded to join a 
Church that teaches^ as follows: " T h e 
beginning of_/our confidence in Christ 
being in baptism, the continuing of it 
must be in taking the baptismal vows 
on ourselves, when we have come to 
years to understand them; the perfect
ing of it is in following Christ's example 
in all things; and the ability to do this 
is fully furnished in the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper^ whereby we receive the 
body and blood of Christ, and are actu
ally made^partakers oi the Divine nature." 
(Manual of Christian Life, page 25.) 
Now, in order to subscribe to this sacra
mental salvation, he must ignore common 
sense, blot out his own personal, con
sciousness, and with unreasoning faith 
submit to and embrace these monstrous 
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anti-scriptural notions. " The gift of the 
Holy Ghost has been preserved in the 
world' solely by means of the episcopal 
succession, and that to seek communion 
with Christ by any other channel is to 
attempt an impossibility." (Keble and 
Newman.) Charity prompts the hope 
that but few of those who are proselyted 
into the Church sink so low in the scale 
of religious knowledge as to imbibe these 
Popish doi^-raas ; and yet, belonging to a 
Church whose standards and teachers 
recognize and enforce them, they are 
compelled to give them an external sanc
tion ; and, in so doiuix, they furnish the 
world with an example of inconsistency, 
which, if imitated by a mere politician, 
would stamp him with infamy, make him 
an object of scorn and derision. What, 
I ask, would be thought of a politician 
who would associate himself with a party 
whose principles he discards, and vote 
contrary to his own principles ? Can 
that be honest and proper in a professor 
of religion, which is considered and 
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treated as dishonest and highly, censura
ble in a man of the world ? If so, the 
satire of the poet has a point, and is 
jus t : 

"For saints iaay do the same thing by 
The Spirit in sincerity. 
Which evil men inclined to do, 
And at the deviVs instance, too; 

^ -

And yet the actions be contrary, 
Just as the saints and sinners vary." 

What hasVbeen said above applies,to 
those peculiar notions which distinguish 
the Baptist from other religious associa
tions. They have their peculiar doctrines, 
and they are as marked and dissimilar as 
any that have been noticed: hence, to 
belong to the Baptist Church is to profess 
a full belief "in her doctrines, and coope
ration in all her peculiarities. It is just 
to presume that many who have gone 
into her pale from other Churches do not 
and cannot subscribe to her doctrines; 
and consequently they occupy a false 
position before the world: they are not 
what they seem to be. 
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Can any ,of the persons referred to 
hope or even desire to honor God, pro
mote their own spirituality, or advance 
the cause of Christ in the earth? The 
few who leave one Church and join ano
ther, from honest, conscientious^motives 
—who cannot believe the doctrines taught, 
or derive spiritual good from the minis
trations performed—do this ; and when 
such is the case, they are bound to make 
a change: not to do so, would be a sin. 
But, in the large majority of cases, such 
changes result from selfishness — from 
worldly or sordid motives : there is mucb 
more of earth than of heaven in such 
changes. The persons proselyted were 
seduced from their first and purest love, 
not by the promise or prospect of greater 
spirituality and more enlarged useful
ness—not by an honest, independent com
parison of doctrinal peculiarities—but, on 
the one hand, by the prospects of worldly 
gain and social elevation; and, on the 
other, by an undue and unauthorized ex
altation— a kind of deification of the 
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mere form or circumstance of a, sacra
ment ; an^ hence it is but seldom if ever 
the case, that such changes eventuate in 
any spiritual good to the perverts. How is 
it possible that good can result from con
nections involving such contradictions of 
religious associations and faith ? Can an 
Arnjinian derive instruction, encourage
ment, and comfort—^can he grow in grace 
—from the inculcation of the doctrines 
of. foreknowledge, decrees, election, re
probation, effectual calling, and final per
severance ? Each point of doctrine (and 
for consistency's sake they ought to be 
set forth) advanced wakes up a conscien
tious and settled resistance in the mind 
of the hearer. ( That which the thorough
bred Calvinist believes to be, and exults 
in as " the manifestation of his [God's] 
glory"'—as proceeding " out of his mere 
love," and working "for the praise of his 
glorious grace"—is to the Arminian in
justice and cruelty infinitely exceeding 
that of the fabled Sibyl, who forced Tan-



136 PROSELYTISM AND PROSELYTERS. 

talus to stand " in a pool, his chin level 
with the water, yet he was parched with 
thirst, and found nothing to assuage i t ; 
for when he bowed his hoary head, eager 
to quaff, the water fled away, leaving the 
ground at his feet all dry. Tall trees, 
laden with fruit, stooped their heads to 
him—pears, pomegranates, apples, and 
luscious figs; but when, with a sudden 
grasp, he tried to seize them, winds 
whirled them high above his reach." 
N ( ^ , instead of being benefited by such 
an exhibition (and if they are not ex
hibited and enforced, those who neglect 
to do it are recreant to their oath of ordi
nation) of doctrines repugnant to his 
judgment and conscience, he must, in the 
nature of the case, be seriously if not 
fatally damaged. Believe them he can
not, and yet hear and seem to approve 
them he must. No marvel if such a state 
of things should end in infidelity and 
ruin. Our religious connections must be 
honest, conscientious, and hearty, or they 
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will prove detrimental to our peace, if 
not ruinous to our souls. 

We will turn to the perverts to the 
Church. The points of difiference in this 
case^ are, as I conceive, of a more serious 
character than those which have just been 
considered. While the Calvinistic creed 
contains many doctrines which Armini
ans believe, to be radically unscriptural, 
still,.on the vital subject of personal justi
fication and its results, it is sound, as may 
be seen by the following: " The grace 
of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to 
believe to the saving of their souls,^ is the 
work of the Spirit of Christ in their 
hearts. Faith, thus receiving and resting 
on Christ and his righteousness, is the 
alone instrument of justification; yet is 
it not alone in the person justified, but is 
ever accompanied with all other saving 
graces, and is not dead faith, but worketh 
by love." (Confession of Faith, pp. 79, 
87.) Adhering to these articles of faith, 
the sinner is properly directed, and may 
come into the possession and retain the 
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knowledge of his personal justification; 
for, as the chapter on Adoption saith: 
"All those that are justified, God vouch-
safeth, in and for his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, to make partakers of the grace 
of adoption; by which they are taken 
into the number, and enjoy the liberties 
and privileges, of the children of God; 
have his name put upon them; receive 
the Spirit of adoption ; have access to the 
throne of grace with boldness; are en
abled to cry, Abba, Father." (Page 83.) 
But, in the Church, the case is different: 
true, in the eleventh article of their faith, 
we read: " We are accounted righteous 
before God, onl}^- for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, hy faith; 
and not for our own works or deservings. 
Wherefore, that we are justified hy faith 
only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and 
very full of comfort;" but, when they 
come to explain justification—the way by 
which the sinner is made the child of 
God—they teach as follows: 

In their Catechism, they say: 
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"Ques.—What is your name ? 
"Ans.—N. or M. 
"Ques.—Who gave you this name ? 
"Ans.—^My sponsors in baptism, where-

in I was made a member of Christ, the 
child of God, and( an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven." 

The present Bishop of Exeter thus 
states the doctrine of his Church: " The 
grace of God so certainly attends the 
ceremony of baptism, that regeneration 
and baptism are contemporaneous, and 
the terms are convertible, and may be 
used interchangeably. 

In the " Manual of Christian Life" is 
this language: " Y o u were placed in a 
state of salvation when you were bap
tized in infancy." (Page 14.) 

" T h e Churchman's Manual" saith: 
" Of the privileges of baptism, the first 
is, remission^of past sins ; a second privi
lege of baptism is, admission into the 
Church and family of God; another pri
vilege of baptism is, the gift of the.Holy 
Spirit." (Pages 220, 221.) 
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In " Readings for a Month," by Sewell, 
is this language: " I n baptism, all our 
sins are pardoned: we descend into the 
font sinners, we arise purified; we go 
down the sons of death, we come up the 
sons of the resurrection." (Pages 7, 8.) 

There is no mistaking this language; 
and in it the most radical and fatal errors 
are inculcated. The source of salvation 
is grossly misapprehended, and the true 
agent by which we are justified is thrust 
aside. Instead of the scriptural doctrine 
that " w e are justified by faith alone," we 
are taught that " in baptism all our sins 
are pardoned." Here the sinner is met 
at the very threshold of mercy with a 
false and pernicious doctrine; he is turned 
away from Christ, his only hope and Sa
viour, to baptism, and made to believe 
that in baptism he receives "remission 
of past s ins;" while children are taught 
to repeat and believe that in baptism they 
are made members of Christ, the chil
dren of God, and inheritors of the king
dom of heaven. Such is the character 
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of the instruction that generally obtains 
in the Church: that there are exceptions 
to this general perversion, of the scrip
tural plan of salvation I am ready to ad-
niit: I also allow that in that Church are 
many truly^pious people ; still the excep
tions are comparatively few, and the truly 
pious are so in despite of the erroneous 
doctrines which they hear, .and the for
mality with which they are surrounded. 
If it be true, as is contended by wise 
men, that no man is better than his prin
ciples, how can piety flourish in a Church 
where such doctrines obtain? And how 
can a man who believes that we are justi
fied by faith only, that justification is the 
work of the Holy Spirit, and that, when 
regenerated or born again, the "Spirit 
beareth witness with our spirit that we 
are the children of God," remain a mem
ber of a Church that holds and. teaches 
that "regeneration and baptism are con
temporaneous, and the terms are con
vertible ?" And how can he allow his 
children to be brought up in a Church 
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that teaches such doctrines? Will he 
find an apology, be justified by, saying, 
'* They are the doctrines of the Church— 
they are the Creed or Confession of Faith 
of the Church: the minister is required 
bv his ordination vow to teach them?" 
Nay, but does he believe them ? Do they 
constitute /;/.s' " Creed"—Ais " faith ?" If 
not, what business has he there ? How 
dare he give his countenance and sup
port to doctrines which his judgment 
condemns, and his conscience repudi
ates? 

But there are other points of doctrine 
which may not be overlooked, viz., apos
tolic succession, and the grace or order 
of episcopal ordination. These points 
are explained in the following extract: 
" By ' lawful authority' we understand 
that of Bishops alone, who have the sole 
and exclusive right of commissioning 
others, as only Bishops have received that 
power by uninterrupted succession from 
the apostles, and, through them, from 
Christ himself, the great Head of the 
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Church; so that ' no man shall be ac
counted or taken to be a lawful Bishop, 
priest, or deacon, in the Church, unless 
he hath had episcopal consecration or or
dination.' " (Churchman's Manual, page 
111.) "This ministry, so instituted, is 
essential to the very existence of the 
Christian Church." (Page 110.) These 
views are held and disseminated by a 
large majority of the ministers and mem
bers of the Church; and, inde'ed, no one 
can be a thorough, consistent, modern 
Episcopalian, who does not believe them. 
But to believe them requires a degree of 
faith that amounts to ' blind credulity. 
The Bible and history contradict the claim 
that "Bishops alone have the sole and 
exclusive right of commissioning others" 
to preach and administer the sacraments, 
and nullify, the notion of apostolic suc
cession ; common sense gives the false
hood to the declaration that " n o man 
shall be accounted or taken to be a law
ful Bishop, priest, or deacon,^ in the 
Church, unless he hath episcopal conse-
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oration or ordination ;" while reason, his
tory, and experience explode and laugh 
to scorn the coxcomical idea that epis
copal ordination " is essential to the very 
existence of the Christian Church." 
Now charity prompts the belief that two-
thirds at least of the perverts to that 
Church repudiate these figments of Po
pery ; and yet their connection with a 
Church that holds and teaches them gives 
license to and authorizes the belief that 
they subscribe to them. What inconsist
ency is here ! The most that can be said 
for such is, that they have turned their 
backs upon the Church which they joined 
in good faith, and whose creed they be
lieve, and, for considerations of ease, or 
social advantages, or money, or, it may 
be, some or all of these combined, have 
publicly proclaimed a preference for one 
whose creed they do not believe, and can
not conscientiously defend. Is such a 
course as this compatible with the Bible, 
with high-toned honor, and moral hon
esty ? Surely not. 
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The arguments *which have shown the 
inconsistency and criminality of belong
ing to a Church whose doctrines are op
posed to the belief of the parties con
cerned, will hold'good when applied to the 
Baptist Church. They have their pecu
liar doctrines: they believe that the Baptist 
Church is the one true and only Church 
of Jesus Christ; that their ministers are 
the only true ministers; that their im
mersion is the only Christian baptism; 
that the sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
is for Baptists and none others. They 
believe, or the dominant party do, in un-
conditianal election, reprobation, efifect-
ual calling, and the final perseverance of 
the saints. Do their perverts believe 
these things-? If not, what business have 
they in the Baptist Church ? Are they 
not imposing upon the Church, and de
ceiving the world? This is a serious 
matter—serious to the persons referred 
to, and serious to their families. Let 
them ponder it well, and act as truth and 
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an enlightened conscience shall- dictate. 
Remember, the Judge is at the door, and 
the final account will ere long be ren
dered. *" Let no man take thy crown !" 
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CHAPTER XI. 

CHECK TO P R O S E L Y T I S M . 

PROSELYTISM exists in the Churches. 
Those who practice it, and their mode of 
operation, have been pointed out in the 
preceding chapters. Proselytism as prac
ticed m, as has been shown, antagonistic 
to the principles of our holy religion, de
structive to that Christian harmony which 
constitutes the "communion of saints," 
and derogatory to the character of a Chris
tian and gentleman. Before a man can 
sell himself to this system, he must sink 
into a state of moral stultification that 
renders him an object of pity, if not of 
contempt. And yet men,seek to justify 
themselves, to excuse their unholy^work, 
on the ground of duty and conscience ! 
The Mohammedan gloated with delight 
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over the tears, anguish, and blood of his 
hapless victims; . and the Mormon suns 
his licentious heart in the smiles of his 
duped slaves, and each in his turn seeks 
to (juiet his own mind, and hush the de
nunciation of an enlightened world, with 
the unctuous plea that he is conscientious. 

" Conscience is but a "word that cowards use, 
Devised at first to keep the strong in awe." 

Byron's biting sarcasm may find a 
point in the disposition of many of the 
present day, as it did in the acts of num
bers in years gone by : 

" Christians have burnt each other, quite persuaded 
That all the apostles would have done as they did," 

To attempt to palliate a fault or justify 
crime by an appeal to conscience is an 
easy but fallacious subterfuge. The word 
of God must be the rule, and the Spirit 
the light by which Christians are guided, 
and these can never sanction the conduct 
of the proselyter; no, never. 

Having pointed out and exposed the 
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conduct of - proselyters, let us turn ou'r 
attention to the best method of meeting 
and counteracting the underhanded mea
sures of those who " creep into houses" 
and lead away the unwary. This is a 
matter of no small moment, and demands 
serious attention. 

It is manifest to my mind that the most, 
and-probably the only efifectual means of 
defeating the aggressions of these unau
thorized intermeddlers, is pastoral visiting. 

I have said that the appointment of a 
minister to a congregation or congrega
tions gives htim .a free, moral, and social 
right to visit the members of his charge. 

I t is remarked by Mr. Watson : " The 
term pastor implies the duties both of in
struction and of government, of feeding 
and of ruling the fiock of Christ." In 
this sentence is embodied the solemn 
duties and responsibilities of the minis
ters of our Lord Jesus Christ. The same 
author says: " A pastor was a teacher; 
although every teacher might not be a 
pastor." The '* instruction" or teaching 
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which is one of the leading and indispen
sable duties of pastors is comprised in the 
preaching of the word, and the instruc
tions around the family hearth. The 
command to "feed the flock of Christ" 
is significant of the minister's work. To 
this he is to direct his attention, and 
dedicate the powers which Heaven has 
bestowed upon him. The pulpit legiti
mately, by the call and seal of the Holy 
Ghost, and faithfull}^ filled, 

" Must stand acknowledged, while the world shall stand, 
The most important and effectual guard, 
Support, and ornament of virtue's cause." 

But he who contents himself with the ex
ercises of the pulpit, important and effi
cient as they are, falls short of his high 
and responsible obligations. The shep
herd must not only "feed the sheep," 
but he must watch over, guide, fold, and 
guard them. 

In our Discipline it is said: " Fa
mily religion is wanting in many branches. 
And what avails public preaching alone, 
though we could preach like angels ? We 
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inust, yea, every travelling preacher must 
instruct the people from house to house. 
Till this is done, and that in good earnest,, 
the Methodists will be no better." This 
is a deeply interesting andimportant part 
of tKe duty of every itinerant minister, 
as recognized and admitted in the follow
ing question and answer in our Discip
line : 

"Question. How can we further assist 
those under our care ? 

"Ansiver. By instructing them at their 
own houses. ' What unspeakable need is 
there of this !" (Page 93.) 

A proper appreciation of the necessity, 
advantages, and responsibility of the duty 
of " visiting from house to house," and a 
diligent performance of .the same, will be 
a powerful stimulus to the piety of, and a 
mighty safeguard to the Churches over 
which the minister presides- I t has been 
pertinently remarked: " I fear not to say 
that on neither his knowledge nor his 
eloquence does the well-being of the, pre
cious deposit which is confided to him 



152 PROSELYTISM AND PROSELYTERS. 

depend; it depends on his vigilance, his 
activity. I t is not by adorning his ser
mons in his study-retreat that he enlight
ens the people; the sermons he delivers 
in the tem})le are not his most efficacious 
sermons. When the people hear the holy 
truths, when they see the man commis
sioned to announce them, only in the sa
cred place, they do not take them home— 
they come to make them a ceremonious 
visit on the following Sunday. I t is in 
the midst of their field, it is when they 
are repairing their hedges, it is when they 
are taking repose at the shop-door, it is 
when the severity of the weather keeps 
them within doors, or when an event of 
some importance occurs among them, that 
you may hope, sacred men, to inculcate 
the truths that should direct that conduct 
which is to appear one day as a witness 
for or against you." 

By pastoral visiting the minister is 
made acquainted with his people. At 
their own homes he learns their condi
tion, their trials, dangers, and necessities. 
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Here mutual confidence is established, 
and reciprocal syiripathies are enlisted. 
Accustomed to the "voice" of their shep
herd, they will " fo l low h i m ; " but a 
" stranger will they not follow, for they 
know not the voice of strangers." In the 
bosom of his flock, in the sanctity of the 
domestic circle, the minister enshrines 
himself^ 'and goes forth laden witk the 
information that gives point and power 
to-.his public. ministrations. I n this he 
blesses and is blessed; he feeds and is 
fed. 

In going from ' 'house to house," the 
pastor finds.opportunities not only to en
force practical -and experimental godli
ness, but to instruct and indoctrinate his 
people in the principles of Christianity, 
and the doctrines and usages of his own 
Church. This is important, because pro
selyters more frequently effect their pur
pose through assailing and misrepresent
ing our usages than our doctrines; they 
are careful to.keep doctrines out of sight, 
while they magnify and almost deify or-
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dinances and ceremonies. The figment'of 
succession'and the myth of immersion are 
the fruitful elements of the warfare 
upon our Church; and those who are 
most exposed to the wiles of proselyters 
are the inexperienced and uninformed of 
our membership. By diligent attention 
to the pastoral work, the minister becomes 
informed of these attempted inroads upon 
his charge, and having gained the affec
tion and confidence of his people, they 
will unbosom to him their troubles, and, 
by so doing, place it within his power to 
counteract the baneful influences of those 
who " l ie in wait to deceive." 

It is remarked by Mr. Vinet: "All pious 
men are not pious after the same manner: 
almost always one element predominates, 
and some other suffers. There is always 
a weak side to be strengthened, with 
which we must in the first place make 
ourselves acquainted.'' The truth of these 
statements is self-evident, being every
where demonstrated; and no argument is 
necessary to prove that the weaknesses 
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must be found out before they can be reme
died. How is this discovery to be made ? 
By the social, confidential intercourse of 
the domestic circle. The faithful pastor 
is always a welcome guest: viewed in 
the light of a friepd, a brother, or father^ 
reserve is banished, and mutual confid
ence leads to a free interchange C)f views 
and opinions, "Visits like these," says 
Yinet^ "have many advantages: they. 
make the pastor well acquainted with the 
moral and material wants of the families 
of his parish; they knit and tighten 
friendly relations; they open the way to 
actions on individuals." "Now'every one 
needs instruction suitable to himself only, 
or, at least, he'needs to have, as appropri
ate to his particular use, his particular 
circumstances, that general instruction 
which he may have received in common 
with others, but which very often, for want 
of such cWe, is lost to him. One after 
another he passes through different states, 
internal or external, for which general 
preaching does not suffice. The pastor 
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knows this ; if he can deal with this soul 
apart, shall he not do i t ? " 

Observation will sustain the assertion, 
that, as a general thing, those who are pro-
selvted from our Church to others have had 
but little acquaintance with their own 
ministers. Proselyters know this, and 
avail themselves of the fact. The most 
of persons are fond of what they consider 
attentions, and especially those who are 
regarded as moving in the lower circles; 
from these the majority of perverts are 
made ; and when ministers and members 
of other Churches pay attention to them, 
when they visit them, invite them to their 
religious meetings, and leave books and 
tracts with them—all on the peculiar dog
mas of their Church—they construe all 
this into personal regard for and interest 
in them—draw unfavorable comparisons 
between their own pastors and members 
and these, and often go into other 
Churches because they esteem themselves 
neglected and overlooked by their own. 
It is true that the most of the perverts 
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from our Church are persons of very little 
moral or intellectual worth — persons 
ignorant, superficial, and unstable; still, 
by a proper course of instruction, and 
that pastoral oversight which the poor 
and ignorant especially require, they 
might become good and useful members 
of the flock of Christ. Proselytism, when 
it is effiseted on the basis of ordinances 
or ceremonies, or brought about by'the 
prospect of imaginary respectability an4 
temporal aggrandizement, is never pro
ductive of spiritual improvement; but, 
on the contmry, is usually succeeded by a 
tight-laced bigotry that results in soul-
destroying-selfishness, or a lifeless form
ality that knows no waking until the hand 
of death tears away the fatal illusion, and 
points the appalled soul to its self-elected 
destiny—a hell that knows no end. Much 
of this evil might be prevented by faith
ful pastoral visiting. Where the feet of the 
pastor are seen, proselyters are not often 
found. They dread the rencounter with 
the shepherd among his sheep, and -hence 
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avoid the collision. This fact should 
prompt the pastor to diligence and perse
verance. 

The following description of an Eastern 
shepherd and his flock is both interesting 
and instructive—it furnishes a lifelike pic
ture of the spiritual flock of our great 
Shepherd: 

" Some sheep always keep near the 
shepherd, and are his special favorites. 
Each of them has a name, to which it an
swers joyfully, and the kind shepherd is 
ever distributing to such, choice portions 
which he gathers for that purpose. These 
are the contented and happ}'' ones. They 
are in no danger of getting lost or into 
mischief, nor do wild' beasts or thieves 
come near them. The great body, how
ever, are mere worldlings, intent upon 
their own pleasures or selfish interests. 
They run from bush to bush searching for 
variety or delicacies, and only now and 
then lift their heads to see where the 
shepherd is, or rather where the general 
flock is, lest they get so far away as to 
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occasion remark in their little community, 
or rebuke from their keeper. Others, 
again, are restless and discontented, jump
ing into everybody's field, climbing into 
bushes, and even into leaning trees, 
whence they often fall and break their 
limbs. These cost the shepherd incessant 
trouble. Then there are others incurably 
reckless, who stray far away, and are often 
utterly lost. I have repeatedly seen a 
silly,goat or sheep running hither and 
thither, and bleating piteously after the 
lost flock, only to eall forth from their 
dens the beasts of prey, or to bring up 
the lurking thief, who quickly quiet its 
cries in death," (The Land and the 
Book, Vol. I., page 302.) 

How graphic the picture ! how true to 
life is its every feature ! In the Church 
of God, within every pastoral charge may 
be found characters corresponding with 
the different classes of sheep described 
by Mr. Thomson. Those who keep near 
the Saviour, follow closely his true and 
honored pastors, who are " contented and 
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happy," because they are holy and faith
ful, do not stray, get into mischief, or 
fall into the power of their enemies, the 
"wild beasts and thieves." Being con
tented and devoted, they are the special 
favorites of the Great Shepherd, and re
ceive from him "choice portions" of the 
heavenly food. But the "worldlings," 
those intent upon their own pleasures or 
selfish interest, are ever in danger; while 
the "restless and discontented" who are 
"jumping into everybody's field," run-
ing after every variet^^ of talent and no
velty of doctrine ; who are " ever learning, 
and never able to come unto the know
ledge of the truth"—are almost certain to 
be wounded or destroyed. On these, 
watchful, sneaking proselyters pounce, 
and lead them away to their doom. How 
beautiful is the reference of Isaiah to the 
good minister: " He shall feed his flock 
like a shepherd; he shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his bo
som, and shall gently lead those that are 
with young." (Ch. xl. 11.) Here industry, 
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sympathy, and care are happily blended; 
and these are indispensably necessary to' 
the pastorah office. The minister should 
study to store his mind with all useful 
knowledge, that he may teach the people 
the things^ of God; but in order to be ex
tensively and permanently useful, he must 
follow up his pulpit enunciations with 
personal instructions. He should spend a 
portion/ of each day with his people;-
should sfeek toadentify himself with his 
flock—become one with them. This«re-
quires much grace, study; and practice. 
The life of an itinerant minister, unless 
his heart is freighted with the'graces of 
the gospel, is an exceedingly onerous one; 
and, indeed, the most holy and gifted find 
it a living sacrifice-

** 'T is nbt a cause of small import 
The pastor's care demands; 

But what might fill an angel's heart, 
And filled a Saviour's hands." 

It is not to be wondered at that, in view 
of all the duties, dangersj and responsi
bilities of the sacred office, the Apostle 

6 
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Paul exclaimed, "Who is sufficient for 
these things?" 

In visiting his people, the minister 
should not only strive to improve their 
moral character, but also to cultivate their 
minds. We read in the Discipline as 
follows : "Our religion is not sufficiently 
deep, universal, uniform ; but superficial, 
partial, uneven. It will be so till we 
spend half as much time in this visiting 
as we do in talking uselessly." (Page 
94.) This, alas, is too true in all our 
charges; and what is the remedy ? The 
Discipline says: " Go into every house in 
course, and teach every one therein, young 
and old, to be Christians inwardly and 
outwardly; make every particular plain 
to their understandings; fix it in their 
minds ; write it on their hearts. In order 
to do this, there must be line upon line, 
precept upon precept." (Page 100.) 

This duty faithfully and persistently 
performed will be crowned with the best 
results : the piety of the Church will grow 
apace, sinners will be converted, and the 
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minister walk in the sunlight of God's 
countenance. Where deep, active piety 
abounds, the trade of the proselyter is a 
profitless one. The soul that lives in con
scious communion with Christ is satisfied 
and happy. Filled with love divine, and 
burning with a desire to do and get good, 
there is neither the time nor disposition 
to engage in or be troubled with those use
less questions of ecclesiastical polity which 
form the principal staple of the unstable, 
coxcomical, and designing. As a general 
thing, the lukewarm and backslidden, the 
worldly-minded and formal professors are 
the victims of proselyters; and when prose
lyted, they often do more harm than good 
to those who compassed " sea and land" 
to gain them. The landmarks of their 
faith being removed, they are hable to be 
" driven about with every wind of doc
trine." Of such the Eev. Dr. Lewis, of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, remarks: 

" They are like foam on the ocean, ever 
uppermost and most visible, but small 
and empty compared with the waters be-
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neath. They are most loud and promi
nent, as the worst representatives of a 
Church usually are. And, to adopt 
Bishop Reynolds's metaphor, they are like 
the single grasshopper in the field, which 
will make more noise than twelve fat 
oxen quietly feeding. They are, in a 
majority of cases, such as have come into 
our Church from other denominations, 
but, by a sad though common process, 
seem most bitter and uncharitable towards 
the faith in which they have left parents 
and kindred." 

What a dreadful account will have to 
be rendered at the judgment day by those 
proselyters who bring about such a sad 
state of things; and how diligent should 
we be to defeat those measures which 
eventuate so disastrously! 

It is a fact which cannot be denied, 
that many of our members are grossly 
ignorant of our Church literature; and, 
what is still worse, they seem indisposed 
to be enlightened on the doctrines and 
usages they profess to believe, and are 
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pledged to sustain. Hence, when their 
ministers preach on those questions which 
divide the Churches, they are often the 
foremost in objecting to and condeiqaning 
them. They hate controversy, and are 
opposed to religious contentions. True, 
others may preach as often, long, and 
loud as they please, may caricature and 
misrepresent the Methodist Church to 
their hearts' content, and they are uncom
plaining; but just let their own ministers 
step forth in defence of their Church, and 
they are considered and declared conten
tious, and disturbers of the peace of Zion. 
This state of things can be best corrected 
by pastoral visiting. When occasion re
quires it, let the minister converse on 
these points; seek to incite a spirit of in
quiry in the minds of his people, and 
direct them to or supply them with books, 
tracts, and periodicals suited to their con
dition. In this way the people will be
come familiar with our doctrines, usages, 
and economy, will see and feel their con
formity to the scriptural pattern, and 
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become settled and confirmed in their 
faith and attachments. 

Proselyters are very careful to place in 
the hands of those whom they seek to 
win over to their party, books and tracts 
which give the most plausible coloring to 
the dogmas they advocate, and the most 
unfair and false presentation of the views 
of our Church. These should be met 
and exposed by our own publications; 
and to efifect this exposure, our people 
should be incited to read and study our 
works. To this task the minister should 
address himself—the safety of his flock 
demands this at his hand. To neglect it 
is to leave his flock at the mercy of eccle
siastical thieves; and the destruction of 
any of his charge on account of his 
neglect may be charged to his account. 
Fearful thought! 

I have sometimes thought that our just 
abhorrence of the iniquitous practice of 
proselyting has led our ministers and 
members into another and disastrous ex
treme—an extreme which is denominated 
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in the Discipline " a foolishbashfulness," 
(page 95,) which keeps us from the dis
charge of duties forced upon us by cir
cumstances. It is often the case that 
members of our Church, or those who 
sympathize^ with and have been brought up 
under the infl.uence of our institutions, 
move from one place to another. They 
settle among strangers, and are conse
quently called upon to form new associa
tions. Instead of seeking them out, and 
leading them to the Church of their 
choice, we too often leave them to them
selves. This oversight is taken advan
tage of by other denominations. Their 
^'drummers" report the new arrivals, and 
ministers and members are soon crowding 
their houses. They welcome them among 
them ; invite them to their churches, and 
other associations. The new-comers are 
flattered by such attentions, and. charmed 
with the warm professions of friendship 
and love. While these things are going 
on, their own people—those they have 
loved, and with whom they have wor-
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shipped, whose God has been their God, 
and whose people have been their people— 
stand aloof, and leave them to their fate; 
and the matter is not left long in doubt— 
they are speedily proselyted into other 
Churches. This is a crying shame, a 
burning sin ; and if they are finally lost, 
we shall not be blameless. Where such 
removals occur, the ministers and mem
bers should promptly visit the parties, and 
secure them to the Church. It is their 
duty, and they may not neglect it without 
injury to all concerned—injury to the 
persons, to the Church, and to the souls 
of those who are derelict in duty. 

Again, during seasons of revival, many 
persons who are not strictly members of 
our charges, who belong properly to no 
Church, are the subjects of converting 
grace; they are, under God, the fruits of 
our labors, and become bound to us by 
those sacred ties which the work of sal
vation originates. These we should seek 
to bring into our fold. God has placed 
them under our charge, committed them 
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to our care, and charged us with their 
future spiritual cultivation. To strive to 
gather into Church-fellowship is not pro
selytism, but a moral, religious duty. 
But in too many'instances this duty is 
wholly and strangely neglected. We 
preach to, pray for, weep over, and re
joice with them,,and then, as if our work 
were done, we leave them to become the 
prey of those who take more delight in 
and glory more overproselytingsthem to 
their Churches than over the conversion of 
ŝ cores of sinners. For fear of being con
sidered proselyters, we give them no coun
sel, and pay them no attention. We do 
not so much as converse with them on 
the subject lOf Church-membership, but 
leave them, warm in their first love, and 
in their weakness and inexperience, to the 
tender mercies of those who are ever on 
the alert to decoy and entrap them. Is 
this right ? Can we pursue such a course 
and be innocent? 

I do not say that when children whose 
parents are members of other Christian 
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Churches are converted under our min
istry, we should use any special means to 
induce them to join our Church. When 
this occurs, they should be left to their 
own voluntary and unbiased decision. If 
they come, well; if not, we will not seek 
them. But where this is not the case, we 
should do every thing in our power, 
honorably, to gather into our own fold 
the fruits of our labors. This is both a 
right and a duty. In such a work min
isters and members should cooperate. In 
this work the visits of the pastor are all-
important. At such times he has it in 
his power to do much for the Church and 
the souls of the people, and it is his solemn 
duty to do it. He may not neglect it and 
be guiltless. 

Seeing, then, that so muph depends on 
pastoral oversight, it becomes us, as min
isters of Jesus Christ, to address ourselves 
to the work of our high calling. Many 
of us have been sadly delinquent, while 
the most faithful may still improve. 
" W i l d beasts and thieves" are ever 
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lurking around the fold, seeking whom 
they may devour; and if through inat
tention or indifference any of the flock 
are lost or stolen, the Great Shepherd will 
hold the unfaithful pastor responsible—he 
shall give account at the last day; but if 
faithful when the " chief Shepherd" ap
pears, then a crown of glory will be the 
high award. He will say, "Well done, 
good and faithful servant!" 

THE END. 
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The engravings of the Crystal Palace and London Bridge are elegant 

FIFTY BEAUTIFUL BALLADS. Price 36 cts. 
FIFTY FINE POEMS, Price 35 cts. 

A couple of elegant volumes, containing some of the cream of 
English poetry. They are adorned with numerous embellishments 

CEREMONIES OF MODERN JUDAISM. By Herman 
Baer. With an Introduction by Thomas 0. Summers 
Price 40 cts. 

The author—an educated Israelite, though now a Christian—^if 
tamiliarly acquainted with the ceremonies of modern Juaaism: he 
has dertcrib(id them with accuracy. Some elegant engravings em* 
î elHsh the interesting volume. 



THE LIFE OF THE REV. JOHN W. DE LA FLECHERE' 
Compiled from the Narrative of the Rev. Mr. Wes 
ley; the Biographical Notes of the Rev. Mr. Gilpin; 
from his own Letters, and other authentic Docu
ments, many of which were never before published. 
By Joseph Benson. Price 60 cts. 

THE LIFE OF MRS. MARY FLETCHER, Consort and 
Relict of Rev. John Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley, 
Salop. Compiled from her Journal, and other 
authentic Documents. By Henry Moore Price 
60 cts. 

Cheap and convenient editions of these two Methodist classics. 

STORIES FOR VILLAGE LADS. By the Author of 
*'Stories of Schoolboys/' '̂  Frank Harrison," etc. 
Price 35 cts. 

STORIES OF SCHOOLBOYS. By the Author of " Stories 
for Village Lads." Price 30 cts. 

These "lads" and "boys" are English; but we can find a great 
many like them in the United States, though one seldom meets 
with such capital stories as these f<rr them and of them. 

ST. PETER'S CHAIN OF CHRISTIAN VIRTUES. By 
the Rev. C. D. Oliver, of the Alabama Conference. 
Price 40 cents. 

An edifying treatise, based on 2 Pet. i. 6-7. 

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY: By Adam Clarke, LL.D., F.A.S. 
Selected from his published and unpublished Writ
ings, and systematically arranged. V7ith a Life of 
the Author. By Samuel Dunn. Price 75 cts. 

A carefully revised edition of this great work. 

THE GREAT SUPPER NOT CALVINISTIC; being a 
Reply to the Rev. Dr. Fairchild's Discourses on the 
Parable of the Great Supper. By Leroy M. Lee, D.D. 
Price 50 cts. 

There is no mincing the matter in this sturdy voluwe. Even 
Aanded justice is dealt out to Dr. Fairchild, with his aiders and 
abettors; and the gospel of the grace of God is triuDL^antly de
fended fi*om their CalTJnlstic impntaUoDs 
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