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C. D. Bryant 

Rig:  wood 3-mast bark 

Launched:  1878 

End:  After 1922 

Built:  Searsport, Maine by Josiah Dutch 

Dimensions:  172.7’x 37’x 21’ 

Tonnage:  929 tons 

The pretty little bark C. D. Bryant hit the water in 1878 and immediately sailed for the west 
coast.  C.D. Bryant during its working life never left the coast and its registered home port was 
San Francisco. 

The first photograph shows C. D. Bryant spilling wind approaching an anchorage—the starboard 
anchor is unshackled ready to go.  C. D. Bryant had a trunk in its poop like so many down 
easters which allowed headroom in the after cabins.  The second photograph shows C. D. Bryant 
hove down in Panama.  This same image is reproduced in Basil Lubbock’s Down Easters, and he 
comments that the photograph was taken on the occasion of the ship selling for $500.  If 
Lubbock is correct, then the likelihood is that C. D. Bryant suffered some mishap or damage that 
occasioned the repair work to its bottom.  The act of heaving a ship down dates back centuries, 
and by the very nature of windships, such strains as heaving down would introduce could be 
easily absorbed by the hull—although ships were occasionally specially reinforced to 
accommodate the strain.  Tackle—in this case operated by a steam winch, but often just by brute 
force--pulled a ship down until her bottom was exposed.  At that point, the hull could be cleaned, 
re-caulked, re-coppered, or repaired, which may have been the case here.  The New York Times 
reported the C. D. Bryant stranding temporarily on a spit of New Jersey beach in the 1880s—but 
this report could not have been the occasion of this photograph.  The home port of San Francisco 
is easily legible on the transom of the ship.  John Lyman reported that the last intelligence of the 
end of C. D. Bryant was a report of her being “laid up, Port of Spain, 1922.”  The climate and the 
shipworms probably made short work of the old down easter. 


