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"Saline, a flourishing village of about 700 inhabi
tants, on the Detroit, Hillsdale and Indiana Rail
road. It contains a fine three-story Union school 
building; churches of the Baptist, Methodist, Pres
byterian, and Evangelical Lutheran persuasions; 
three flouring-mills, two tanneries , a foundry, two 
hotels, a newspaper, and several stores and shops. 
It is situated in the midst of a beautiful and well im
provedfarming country. It has a daily mail. " 

Combination Atlas Map of Washtenaw County, 1874 
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Preface 
Saline is unique visually-it has a unique sense of 
history, and most important, it has citizens who 
care. During this year of our nation's Bicentennial, 
we have become very conscious of our heritage, 
while at the same time, we have developed a con
cern for the direction "progress" is taking us. It is 
appropriate to the spirit of 1776 that the Saline His
toric District Commission has completed an inven
tory of our community's historical assets, so the 
best of the past can be incorporated with plans for 
the future. 

This effort represents more than simply a con
cern for old buildings. It shows the spirit of the 
community at its very best. It shows Saline volun
teers doing a professional job, with a minimum cost 
to the city. This is the citizen's role in environmen
tal decision-making at its finest. 

The study is an important addition to the tools 
the city has available to make decisions which will 
preserve the best of the past, as we go positively 
ahead into the future. Aware of the uniqueness and 
pride in our city of Saline, we are making choices , 
not just letting things happen. 

George A. Anderson 
Mayor 
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Introduction 

Saline's history has not been too hard on her. From 
a thriving agricultural center to a more quiet rural 
town , it is only recently that it has been pressured 
with 20th century growth. Some of her fine old 
landmarks have disappeared , but enough of the 
past still exists to warrant a concern with what 
remains. 

Our built environment is a reflection of us. It 
shows how we feel about our community and how 
much we respect ourselves. Our community needs 
to give us a sense of place-a distinctive en
vironment-joy , and a sense of personal worth. 
People live in small communities because they 
want to-there is a sense of belonging and perhaps 
a feeling that what they think really matters and can 
influence some of the things tha t are happening 
around them. This is the mark of the times. Citizens 
are becoming more attuned to making choices , or 
choices will be made for them , Influencing the fu
ture design of a town has become a logical ex
tension of choosing to live there. 

The conservation of our visual history is an 
idea whose time has come. Preserving the best of 
the old makes sense from an ecological point of 
view . Historic preservation has found its place in 
economics, as a positive influence in growth plan
ning , in a search for personal expression of com
munity concern, and in the whole complex emotion 
of nostalgia and our concern and search for roots in 
this mobile society . 

A realistic community preservation program 
begins with a survey . A preservation surveyor in
ventory identifies , documents and evaluates the 
community ' s physical resources. This includes not 
just individual buildings and groups of buildings, 
but entire districts, neighborhoods , open spaces , 
street patterns , focal points , views and vistas. 
Priorities for preservation are established. Such a 
survey is as important in community planning and 
development as the more common house, traffic , 
employment and market surveys routinely con
ducted by local governments . 

On February 19, 1973 an ordinance creating 
the Saline Historic District Commission was 
adopted. The purpose of this Commission was to 
promote the general welfare of the public, including 
specifically to: 

"(a) Safeguard the heritage of the City of Saline 
by preserving historic districts, including sites, 
structures and objects in Saline which reflect ele
ments of its cultural , social, economic, political or 
architectural history; 
(b) Stabilize and improve property values in such 
districts; 
(c) Foster civic beauty; 
(d) Strengthen the local economy; and 
(e) Promote the use of historic districts , including 
sites , structures and objects , for the education, 
pleasure and welfare of the citizens of the local 
unit , the state or the nation." 

The ordinance , establishing the Saline His
toric District Commission with its various provis
ions , followed State enabling legislation , Public 
Act 169, enacted in August 1970. 

Before histOlic districts can be recommended, 
legislation requires that a Study Committee be ap
pointed by Council to conduct studies and research 
and make a report on the historical significance of 
buildings, structures, features, sites, objects and 
surroundings in Saline. "This committee shall be 
made up of the existing HistOlic District Commis
sion and such representation from existing histori
cal preservation societies and others who have an 
interest in such preservation." This was done in 
May 1975. Training sessions were held for volun
teer researchers and surveyors in September and 
October of 1975, with the actual survey work be
ginning immediately and completed by the end of 
the year. Compilation and review took place in 
early 1976 , with this publication of the results 
following . 

There has always been a concern for Saline ' s 
visual past; a reflection of the sort of people who 
live and work in our town. The intention of this pub
lication is to provide the necessary information for 
elected officials and concerned citizens to formu
late policies and programs which will sensitively 
use our past to enhance our thriving future. _ 
-~. basic history and growth analysis show us 
where we started .from. The inventoi'y and archi
tectural descriptions show ·what·w1ies built , while 
the community character analysis describes the 
present effects. Some thoughts for the future con
clude the report. 

. Historic preservation has become a contem
porary value. Projecting another 50 or 100 years , 
it is not difficult to see when the visual pasttQ.day, 
will be of even more value . Historic~pre el ci":. 
tion's time has come in}~~~e . 

'-'-I\.A:.\...l:. ,. . 



Sanborn Map , 1888 
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I. Nistory 

THE BEGINNING The Saline River was named early 
by Frenchmen from Detroit and Monroe who had 
been active in the interior-not to settle , but to 
trade with the Indians for furs. For hundreds of 
years, native Americans, the first possessors of 
these lands, had been attracted here by the salt 
springs which gave the river its name. Not only did 
the salt have intrinsic barter value, it also attracted 
ruminant animals to the "licks," as frontiersmen 
called the curious patches of salt-encrusted 
ground. Deer and elk were plentiful, and hunting 
was easy here. 

During the past fifteen decades, prehistoric 
stone axes and spear points, as well as arrowheads, 
have been found on many area farms. Traces of an 
Indian village at the salt springs were visible to 
early settlers. A large burial mound on the river's 
Spring Brook tributary south of the village , already 
damaged by treasure seekers, was probed in later 
years by University of Michigan archaeologists. 
Now, it is completely gone. Three other mounds 
were discovered in Section 26 of Saline Township, 
several miles south of U.S. 12. Pillaged by relic 
hunters, they yielded a few examples of coarse pot
tery, striped with many colors , and quantities of 
skulls and charred bones. 

Early Settlers discerned six Indian trails con
verging on the salt springs, which were located on 
the banks and in the bed of the river, just south of 
the present city limits. Some, like the Great Sauk 
Trail, paralleled the highways of today, but the rest 
have vanished from the landscape. 

Part of the overland route traced by the French 
explorer LaSalle on his return from Lake Michigan 
to Quebec in 1680, the "Sauk" trail was the path 
traveled by the Sac and Fox Indians between east
ern Canada and their own habitat, the Green Bay 
area of Wisconsin. Recognizing the strategic im
portance of roads in the Michigan Territory after 
the War of 1812, Congress authorized the Risdon 
survey in 1825. Building commenced in 1827. "A 
part of the road has been badly constructed," a 
Canadian traveler observed in 1829. "Large and 
long trees have been placed together in the center 
of the road and carefully covered with soil from the 
sides, which soon, as it becomes softened by the 

rain, lets the wheels through to the timber, and if 
they pass through a crevice between the logs, a 
'set', as the teamsters say, is the inevitable conse
quence." Stage coaches were running over the en
tire 295-mile distance from Detroit to Chicago in 
1833, a traffic served by numerous roadside inns. 

A persistent tale, relayed by local historians as 
early as 1874, has General Anthony Wayne's army, 
or a portion of it, wintering at the salt springs in 
1794-95, during "Mad Anthony's" campaign 
against British-allied Indian tribes in Ohio (Michi
gan remained in British hands until the Jay Treaty 
was signed in 1796.) Speculation that Wayne's 
troops tarried here to replenish stores of salt is not 
confirmed by the entries in Wayne ' s own orderly 
book for that period, which complains of "bad and 
disagreeable living" occasioned by a shortage of 
the precious commodity, unavailable in his Miami 
Villages camp (the present site of Toledo). 

SALT Recognizing the potential value of the 
area's saliferous assets, the new Territory of 
Michigan declared the springs a public reservation 
before opening Washtenaw County to settlement in 
1822. In 1817 , six sections of land had been con
veyed by Chippewa, Ottawa and Pottawatomi In
dians to the fledgling University of Michigan-then 
still in Detroit-in anticipation of future educa
tional benefits to Indian children. Six years later, 
the institution's regents deputized two of their 
number to select the lands to be claimed under the 
treaty. 

Reporting on several tracts at the January 
meeting in 1824, the committee of inspection 
added, with scant enthusiasm: "We have thought it 
expedient to recommend ... a Section upon the 
Saline, reserved by the Government in conse
quence of its containing what is said to be a valu
able salt spring ... It is however nearly destitute of 
timber and possesses no peculiar advantages in 
point of situation or quality of soil except that of the 
salt spring, nor even in relation to that were we able 
to determine the quality or strength of the water, 
having no means with us by which to test it." In
tending to sell its scattered lands at an early date to 
raise much-needed cash, the University opted in
stead for a salt spring section on the River Rouge, 
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which was likely to be settled sooner than one on a 
narrow Indian trail deep in the howling wilderness 
ofWashtenaw. 

In 1834 a Saline resident buying horses in 
Monroe met an old Frenchman who claimed that 
houses and a salt factory had stood near the splings 
years before the first" American" settlers arrived. 
Iron kettles, used to boil off the water, were dis
covered near the site, but none of these interesting 
artifacts were preserved. 

In 1865 a group of local businessmen tried to 
revive the county's oldest industry by forming a 
company to manufacture salt. They hired a con
tractor who built a derrick on the farm later owned 
by Eden Ruckman, on the plank toll road to Macon. 
(When the plank road company was dissolved, the 
tollhouse became a wing of the Ruckman resi
dence.) Three test borings were made before dril
ling was abandoned. Word spread that the contrac
tor had been bribed by a rival salt company, but 
that rumor was never pinned down . The salt works 
were abandoned and forgotten. Ruckman's grand
son, Harry Finch, was out plowing one day in 1943 , 
when the earth suddenly shook beneath him. Jump
ing from the tractor, Finch watched in amazement 
as it broke through a layer of buried timbers. The 
rotting boards had covered the casings of wells 
whose pipes were still visible- proof that drilling 
had indeed taken place there, as area old-timers 
insisted . 

EARLY HOMES 1823 was the founding year of 
Washtenaw County's first permanent settlement , 
Woodruff's Grove , which was later absorbed by 
the village of Ypsilanti. Ann Arbor followed in 1824 
in February, and Dexter in June the same year. 
Everywhere farms were being claimed and cleared, 
as an epidemic of "Western Fever" led thousands 
of transplanted easterners to sow the seeds of their 
new lives in the fertile soil of Michigan. 

Leonard Miller, the first pioneer sett ler in 
these parts, built a log house on the east side of 
the Saline River, near the salt springs, in 1826-
one hundred fifty years ago. Riding the early wave 
of immigration from New York State and New Eng
land, which was expedited by the opening of 
the Erie Canal in 1825, Miller actually followed 
Orange Risdon . (Risdon passed through the Saline 
area while exploring Michigan lands in Septem
ber 1823.) Opened to travelers as a tavern, with a 
painted motto, "Live and Let Live", on a swinging 
sign by the door, Leonard Miller's house near the 
Saline-Milan Road undoubtedly outlasted its 
owner. The motto was ironic: Miller's untimel y end 
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in 1830 caused him to be remembered also as the 
first pioneer settler to die in Saline (the second in 
Saline Township). The rough log walls of Miller's 
snug cabin have long since rotted away. 

Daniel Cross (who later moved to Ypsilanti) 
built the second house in the Saline area in 1826, 
near Mr. Miller's. Other early settlers in the area 
were Russell Briggs , who located west of the vil
lage in 1826 and OITin and Chester Parsons who set
tled by the river about a mile-and-a-halfsouth of the 
village. Orrin Fuller came in 1828 and Samuel 
Cross and George Miller in 1830. 

Orange Risdon 's residence, the first house 
known to be built within the present city limits, en
joys the distinction of being the city's oldest surviv
ing building. Surveyor Risdon built hi s house in 
1829 on land he had purchased in 1824, before the 
demand for his skills with chain and transit drew 
him away to measure land in the newly "set-off" 
counties of lower Michigan. The house stood on a 
hill overlooking the river and the United States mil
itary road from Detroit to Chicago , which Risdon 
surveyed for the government, a long with several 
other turnpikes and more than seventy-five town
ships (besides an additional fourty-five townships 
examined or resurveyed). 

Built of white, brick-lined clapboards over 
walnut framing, with walnut trim, Risdon's house 
also sheltered escaped slaves riding the Under
ground Railroad to Canada and freedom. Detroit 
was the "railroad's" main terminus, and the mili
tary road (now US 12) became one of the chief 
arteries of the surreptitious-and usually noc
turnal-traffic. In 1948 the structure was pur
chased from the City of Saline, which had acquired 
the building and its lot in 1924. Moved from the 
Oakwood Cemetery hill to West Henry Street, it 
was extensively remodeled by its new owners. 

Although there is little in the present interior 
(except bark-cl ad basement ceiling joi sts) to 
suggest the antiquity of the landmark , some of the 
earliest episodes in the community's recorded his
tory were staged within these walls . Here (until 
1832) was Saline's first general store, operated in 
Risdon's rented parlor by enterprising Silas Finch. 
Here was the first post office-Orange Risdon, 
postmaster. Here the township's first election was 
held, in April, 1830. Here citizens met in 1830 to 
select a name for the township. Predictably, they 
chose to call it Saline, after the river. When Risdon 
platted his village two years later, he gave it the 
same name. 

Less fortunate was the fate of the historic Mills 



Mills hOllse 

house, an impressive brick, Greek Revival resi
dence, built on the hill opposite Orange Risdon's 
home, by John Haywood in 1833. The house was 
purchased by the Mills family in the early 1860's. 
Vesta Mills, a gifted piano teacher, civic and 
church leader, occupied the house until her death in 
1948. The house was allowed to deteriorate un
tended for twenty years until decay finally forced 
its demolition in 1968. The house stood further up 
the hill from the present American Legion Hall. 

EARLY COMMERCE Saline's first commercial 
buildings were its mills. Harnessing the power of 
the river began in 1827 when the brothers Orrin and 
Chester Parsons built a water-powered sawmill 
near their home south of the Chicago Road. Nine 
years later, Orrin Parsons built the first grist mill 
close by. The sawmill-grist mill sequence was a typ
ical one. As early settlers cleared the land, felled 
trees were plentiful. Dragged to the mill, they were 
sawn into lumber for barns and sheds, and for the 
frame houses farmers needed as they outgrew their 
original log cabins. (Log structures were regarded 
by most pioneers as but a temporary, primitive 
stage in the evolution of their domestic arrange
ments.) After the building boom had passed, and 
the fields were stripped of trees, there was less 
work for local sawmills, but. there became a de
mand for flouring mills to grind the new crops of 
wheat and corn, whose tassels now waved from the 
farmhouse door to the far horizon. 

Greatly enlarged and improved in 1842, the 
Parsons mill still stands on Hartman Road. Known 
in later years as the Friis or Saline Mills-the 
painted legend still visible high on the west wall
the mill stopped grinding in 1943, when a threat to 
the building from flood waters forced the dyna
miting of the nearby dam, permanently draining 
the swollen millpond. Besides the mill and lumber 
business, the Parsons family also operated a brick
yard on their farm. They made all of the bricks 
used in the early buildings of Saline. 

York Mills 
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Built in 1836, the same year as Parsons grist 
mill, the York Mills stood beside the Spring Brook 
in York Township, about one mile south of the 
center of the village. At first dependent on water 
power exclusively, the mill was enlarged in 1868 by 
Robert Brooks , who added a 42-horsepower en
gine, enabling the mill to run in all seasons, using 
either water or steam. By 1881 the mill was grinding 
18,000 bushels of wheat each year. Known later as 
the Alber Mill, it ceased grinding after World War 
II. Its site was occupied for several years by the 
Springbrook fisheries. 

The Schuyler Mills were built in 1845 where 
the Chicago road crossed the Saline River. A tall 
structure, three stories above the basement, with 
entrances on two levels, the mill building was oper
ated for its first decade by Schuyler Haywood. A 
native of Barnegat , New Jersey , Haywood gave the 
name of his home town to the bustling little settle
ment that grew up around his mill. (Saline's Bar
negat was also called " Schuylerville" by some .) 

A reminiscence of Barnegat in its heyday was 
given readers of the Saline Observer in 1909 by 
John MacKinnon, an early resident, then in his 
sunset years. Although planked by 1855 , and 
"smooth as a floor" all the way to Detroit, the road 
between the village and Haywood 's mill had not yet 
been graded down, nor was it then as wide as it is 
now. "A great hill separated the town from 
Saline," MacKinnon recalled , "which made it 
necessary to chain the rear wheels of all vehicles, 
so as to make a safe descent ... " At the foot of the 
hill by the mill dam was an ashery, were lye was 
boiled into potash in five seventy-gallon iron ket
tles . MacKinnon labored there in 1855 , but soon 
left to work in the grist mill. 

A sawmill abutted the ashery on the west, a 
large , albeit seasonal operation, employing four or 
five men. Area farmers cut their trees and drew logs 
to the mill in winter, and the backlogged work ac
cumulated on both sides of the turnpike. MacKin
non remembered that "it was a common sight to 
see logs piled thick away up the ... road from Ris
don's hill " as far west as Marion Road, "only 
a driveway up the middle." 

"A smoky blacksmith shop stood opposite the 
grist mill , its five forges clanging with the anvil 
chorus of five smiths and five assistants. Staves and 
hoops for barrels were made in sheds behind the 
shop, while further up the pond Ardell's cooper 
shop kept several more men busy assembling con
tainers for the output of the mill , which by then was 
producing 125 barrels of flour every day. 
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On Barnegat's main street was Charles Kay's 
combined hardware store and tin shop, while on 
the side street nearby a weaver fashioned rag car
pets from scraps of used clothing, sacking and cur
tains , a recent technological breakthrough which 
"enjoyed a prosperous business, as everyone 
seemed bent on possessing such a lUxury." 

Even in those boom times , there were oc
casional respites from work. MacKinnon asked 
his readers to "picture in your mind, if you can, 
Barnegat , the streets filled with people from the dif
ferent mills , shops and farms , the teamsters , stage 
drivers, and other working men gathering together 
to hear their band. The inhabitants were intensely 
proud of their military band, composed of two fif
ers, two snare drummers and a bass drummer, for it 
had the reputation of being the best in Michigan ." 

Ramshackle and deserted in later years , many 
of Barnegat 's old buildings were removed by 
Henry Ford after he bought the vacant grist mill 
and its water rights in 1937. An avid experimenter, 
motivated in part by a nostalgia for the small-scale 
village industries that he had known as boy , Ford 
dismantled the mill board-by-board , then had it re
built "better than new ," rejecting individual floor
boards if they had the impudence to so much as 
squeak undelfoot. The he put the building back to 
work. 

Reopened as the Ford Soybean Mill, the new 
operation lasted eight years, buying huge crops of 
the versatile vegetable from farms in a 200-mile 

Schuyler Mills 



The village's .first s tore 

radius of Saline. More then seven hundred farmers 
raised soybeans for Ford, starting with seed pro
vided by the automobile genius himself. Ford used 
the soy me a l to make plastic parts- including 
steering wheels-at the Rouge glass plant. The 
extracted oil (18% of the soybean flake) was also 
used in auto manufacturing processes. A giant 
hopper and other extraction mac hinery were 
housed in a new building (of 19th century design) 
erected on the flood plain below the old mill , while 
raw soybean s were sto red a nd cleaned in the 
former mill building. During the war, the mill was 
transformed to produce aluminum bearings for 
aircraft. 

A short-lived successor enterprise , Soybrands 
Incorporated , continued the bu siness when the 
Ford Motor Company dive sted itself of its mill 
properties after its founder's retirement. (Two dec
ades were to pass before Ford returned to Saline 
to build a new plas tics plant.) During the 1950's the 
former extraction building became the Saline Mill 
Theatre , with a resident summer stock company 
whose members bunked next door in Barnegat's 
historic mill . Turned into an old-fashioned general 
store and a ntique emporium-the "Sauk Trail 
Inn" -in 1962, the mill has retained its nostalgic air 
in recent years as agroup of quaint shops known as 
"Weller's . " 

DOWNTOWN One s hould not ass ume th a t 
Saline's downtown "four-corners" business dis
trict slumbered while Barnegat floured . But here , 

the contrast between the present and past is less 
pronounced , for the city's commercial area re
mains built up , while the industries of Barnegat 
have vanished. Silas Finch built the village's first 
store in 1832 on the southwest corner of the four , 
removing his goods from the front parlor of Ris
don' s residence . Growth was steady; as early as 
1881 a published report claimed that "the business 
center of the village prese nts a busy scene that 
bears a very favorable contrast with the com
mercial quarters of much larger towns , so that it 
may be truly said , Saline form s one of the most 
pleasant little centers of population in Michigan." 
(Saline remained a village until 1931 , when it 
achieved fifth-class city status- primarily as a con
venience to local voters , who had hitherto been 
forced to journey to the distant polling places of 
several different townships on election day .) 

The Schairer Brothers' factory occupied two 
buildings on the south side of Chicago Street, 
where wagons , buggies and fine carriages were 
made. Patented in 1875 , "Saline Standard" 
windmill s were manufactured by J.C. Gross and 
Brothers and soon "secured an enviable reputation 
throughout the surrounding country," where sev
eral of them may still be found . The Helber Tan
nery made heavy harness leather. Passed through 
twenty-four vats during the tanning pro
cess , the Helber product found a ready sale in 
the turnpike 's two terminal cities, Chicago and 
Detroit. 
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Schairer blacksmith shop 

Other businesses which supplied the success
ful agricultural countryside-shown on the 1888 
Sanborn Map-were Orrin Parson's planing mill, 
E.W. Ford's lumber company, Hy. Liesemer's 
grain elevator , l.H. Barr's sorghum and apple 
jelly business, O. Sherman's wagon and carriage 
shops and numerous other unnamed businesses 
of coopers, blacksmiths, harness makers and the 
all-important wagon and carriage shops. 
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Many inns grew up along the Detroit-Chicago 
road to serve the large volume of travelers. In 
Saline, Orange Risdon kept travelers in his home ; 
in the early days of settlement. Soon the American 
House appeared in 1833 and remained running until 
1879, under various names. The Saline Exchange 
was opened in 1834 and it too had a busy life, under 
a number of owners and names. D.S. Haywood 
built a large Italianate house next to the old Citi
zen's Bank. Soon turned into a hotel, it was the 
longest surviving of Saline's inns. It had a series of 
owners and names also, even serving as a residence 
for the William Davenports while their house was 
completed on East Michigan. None of the inns sur
vive today. 

To protect the village's growing property in
vestments, businessman William H. Davenport or
ganized a volunteer fire. brigade, traveling to New 
York City to buy three pieces of apparatus, includ
ing a hand-pumped engine which drew water from 
cisterns dug under the streets. Owner of a general 
store, Davenport accommodated thrifty neighbors 
who asked him to keep their surplus cash and valu
ables in his safe ~ Davenport developed the sideline 
into a banking business , founding the Citizens 
Bank of Saline. In 1876 he built a new home for 
himself on the Chicago road. Saline's most famous 
mansion occupies an entire block all its own. 
Davenport's son Beverly built a similar house on 
East Henry Street in 1873 , also in the French Sec
ond Empire style, with a tower and mansard roof. 

Davenport residences 



Union School 

EDUCATION Beverly Davenport was one-half of 
the two-student first graduating class of the Union 
School, a twin-towered Italianate brick building 
which rose at North Ann Arbor and McKay Streets 
in 1868. Offering high school courses for the first 
time, the Union School succeeded a two-story 
brick common school, the village's second, built in 
1852 on Adrian (now called South Ann Arbor) at 
Henry. Saline's first school, a one-room frame 
building, once stood across the street, on the site of 
the present Methodist Church. After serving four 
generations, the Union School was replaced in 1930 
and that building has in turn been remodeled. 

Built around 1857, and originally located on 
the Macon Road. the Hoyt School was moved 
across from the Ford Mill in 1943 by Henry Ford, 
who hired a teacher to instruct the children of his 
employees. The school is now a private residence. 

CHURCHES When he platted the village, O. 
Risdon had promised land to any religious society 
who wanted to build a house of worship. As a re
sult, there were a number of early churches con
structed. 

Several church buildings have disappeared 
since 1836, when the Methodists' first church 
burned after lightning struck the building during a 
service, killing two members of the congregation. 
The Methodists built a frame structure, topped 
with a crenelated octagonal steeple. It was replaced 
by the present church in 1899. 

In 1837, Saline's Baptists built a white frame 
church with a square steeple, which they replaced 

in 1905 with a larger edifice of cement blocks (each 
handmade by Elwood Rogers). Clothed in brick 
veneer, the former church is now the Saline Public 
Library. The building was used as a hospital for 
several decades after 1919, when the Baptists and 
Presbyterians together formed the Federated 
Church, a partnership only recently dissolved. 

Gone now as well, is the former Baptist par
sonage, built beside the old church in 1839. Henry 
Ford bought the Greek Revival house in 1937, 
moving it to Greenfield Village where it was re
assembled and named the Adams House. Ford 
named it for a friend, the writer (and Saline native) 
George Matthew Adams, who had been born there 
while his father served as Baptist minister from 
1876 to 1879. 

The first Presbyterian Church, built in 1842, 
was similar in architecture to the Baptists' first 
building. It was replaced in 1898 by the present 
brick structure. Erected in 1872, Trinity Lutheran 
Church is the oldest church building in Saline. St. 
Paul's Evangelical and Reformed Church, organ
ized by former members of Trinity Lutheran, was 
built in 1908, in the Gothic mode. 

Ten years ago, during the centennial cele
bration commemorating Saline's incorporation as a 
village in 1866, an old building which stood at 210 
North Harris Street was identified as an early meet
ing house of the village's pioneering black commu
nity. The old landmark is now gone. An earlier 
Negro church was located at East Bennett and 
North Harris Streets. Some of its hand-hewn 
beams were used in building the home at 210 Clark. 

Adams House 
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" Old Maud" 

TRANSPORTATION The first great stimulus to 
growth of the city was provided by the arrival of the 
Detroit , Hillsdale and Indiana Railroad in 1870. 
Livestock, grain, flour, wool, silk and apples were 
shipped east and west from Saline. Just east of the 
depot were large stockyards. For a period of time, 
Saline became very important as a terminus for the 
products of the rich surrounding farming country. 

10 

From 1899 until 1923, Saline had not only a 
railroad, but an electric interurban trolley line as 
well. Operating on a branch of the line linking De
troit, Ann Arbor and Jackson, Saline's car " Old 
Maud," made frequent trips along Michigan A v
enue, connecting with the main line at Ypsilanti. 
Old Maud is long gone, and her tracks and wires 
went with her. Her oddly-shaped transformer 
building on East Michigan has vanished also. Most 
of the track on the regular railroad (later a branch 
line of the New York Central) was torn up ten years 
ago-except for a short segment connecting the 
new Ford factory with the Ann Arbor Railroad at 
Pittsfield Junction. The old depot barely survives, a 
visible reminder of Saline ' s varied transportation 
history. 

Improved highways and proliferation of 
automobiles lured passengers away from the 
unprivate, inflexible railways, in Saline as else
where. Offering the advantage of door-to-door or 
dock-to-dock delivery the trucking industry 
gradually nibbled away at the freight-handling end 
of the railroad market. As it was in the beginning, 
Orange Risdon's Detroit-Chicago road has once 
again become Saline's principal connection with 
the outside world. Improved beyond recognition 
since Risdon's day, and now connected to nearby 
four-lane freeways, it remains one of the busiest ar
teries in the state. In a sense, history has come full 
circle. 
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Risdon's original plat 
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II. Growth 

The first plat of Saline Township, surveyed by 
Joseph Frances, identified the area as Township 
No. IV South , Range No. V East of Meridian, 
Michigan Territory. The "Meridian" of Michigan 
runs only a short distance west of Washtenaw, in 
Jackson County. This survey certified by the U.S. 
Surveyor General's Office on November 5, 1819, 
was to draw Risdon, Miller , Cross, Parsons and 
their soon-to-be friends to the yet unsettled Michi
gan interior. It was here that the important Sauk 
Indian Trail drew closest to the legendary salt 
springs. This was an ideal place to settle , with the 
latent power of the Saline River, so important in 
taming the wilderness. 

Although others purchased land to the west in 
the township several months before , both Friend 
Whitlock and Orange Risdon were two of the ear
liest. Whit lock obtained the northwest quarter and 
Risdon the northeast quarter of Section Ion August 
11 , 1824, for slightly over $200 each. Whitlock's 
land is the site of Barnegat (although his on ly 
connection today is the street bearing his name). 
Risdon ' s land became the location of the original 
village of Saline. 

1------1 
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Orange Risdon's surveying talent was in de
mand, and he didn't settle his land immediately. In 
his absence, others came to the same area. How
ever, they chose land to the south in Sections 1 and 
12. Apparently, as the river flowed through these 
sections, it fell a sufficient distance to make an ideal 
site for a mill. The Parsons brothers who purchased 
their land in 1826, built a saw mill in 1827 and a grist 
mill soon thereafter. Others settling near the salt 
springs in those first few years, were also south of 
the eventual site of Saline. 

Risdon returned in 1829 to build his home on a 
hill at the western edge of his property, along the 
Detroit and Chicago Road, he had surveyed . This 
was an ideal site for a city, where main north-south 
roads to Ann Arbor, Tecumseh and Monroe 
crossed his " military" road . In 1832 he surveyed 
and platted Saline to be six city blocks, three north 
and three south of " Chicago Street" (which is 
now Michigan A venue). This was intersected by 
"Ad ri an Street" (now North and South Ann 
Arbor) and bounded on the west by the "original" 
Monroe Street. The plat was recorded in 1838. 

SOUTH 

Monroe Street is the only element of Risdon's orig
inal plan which has its location changed today
and it is a curious change. Risdon noted for this 
street a direction of N 39° W, one of only two com
pass directions he indicated on his plat. North of 
Chicago Street the extension was called "Grand 
River Road". These facts do not have much mean
ing unless one reviews an official state map pre
pared twelve years later under the direction of 
State Geologist Douglass Houghton. His map of 
the entire county shows Saline Township in detail 
and all roads in existence at that time. The roads in 
1844 show a remarkable similality to those which 
remain today , with a few notable exceptions, pri
marily around the Saline River. Either the roads in 
this area, shown on Houghton's map, were merely 
planned and later abandoned because of difficult 
terrain and /or swamps , or the roads existed and 
were later changed for the same reasons. 

Salille Township, platted 1819 
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The original direction of Monroe Street is in perfect 
alignment with the Saline-Milan Road at the pres
ent southern city limits. The land this road would 
have followed is poor for construction and the 
route obviously was changed. 1856 and 1864 maps 
show Monroe Street re-aligned as it is now. To 
make the situation even more confusing, the name 
was "Tecumseh Street" in 1874 and changed back 
to "Monroe Street" by 1915. Undoubtedly, this is 
the historic route of the plank road between Saline 
and Monroe which passed through Mooreville. 

WEST 

Although certainly some development did occur in 
Whitlock's quarter to the west, significant growth 
was spurred by Schuyler Haywood's construction 
of his mill in 1845. The fall in the Saline River at this 
location was harnessed and the result was quite an 
"industrial" area, with other mills, an ashery, 
blacksmith, hardware store and tin shop. The resi
dential area which developed just west became 
known as "Barnegat". The geographic boundary 
of Saline took a westward leap when Haywood's 
Addition became the first formal addition to the city 
in 1848. Plat of Haywood Addition 
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The next major impetus which affected Saline's 
growth came in 1870 with the arrival of the Detroit, 
Hillsdale and Indiana railroad. This spurred expan
sion of the city north of Saline Township into Lodi 
Township. It was here that the railbed was laid and 
less than a year later Bennett's Addition of Sep
tember 1871 was platted to trackside. Mills Addi
tion filled in the western area between the original 
plat and Bennett's a short time after, in December 
1871. Curiously, these recorded additions left an 
area of the city not "added" to Risdon's "original 
town" . As no formal plat has been uncovered to 
date , presumably this area became part of Saline by 
the addition of individual lots . 

EAST 
The growth to the east took place at the same time 
as to the north. Saline had become an agricultural 
shipping center with the advent of the railroad . 
A.H. Risdon responded by platting his addition to 
the city in May 1870, along Chicago Street, to the 
east of the original town plat. It should be noted , 

''''''--+-A-H. RISDON'S 
, ADDITioN 

I MAY 1870 

, 

J 
~---I 

CITY LIMITS I 

Iq 7 (p -----1 _,_0+ 
Early additions to Saline 

that more than one-half of this addition was beyond 
Orange Risdon 's northeast quarter ofland, and was 
actually located in York Township. It is a lso of 
interest that the original plat did not extend all the 
way to Harris Street, the starting point for the 1870 
addition. It was platted one lot short, and it is not 
known when this was corrected. Apparently , the 
next impetus to eastern growth was the arrival of 
the electric car "Maude " in 1899 , which made 
travel to Ypsilanti and points east more conven
ient. As important as she was to 20th century travel 
in Saline, the city did not particularly extend its 
limits to greet her. 

After the growth spurt of the 1870's, caused by the 
railroad, it was not until six ty-six years later that 
new additions were platted. This was probably be
cause of the short-lived infl uence of the rai lroad . 
Whatever economic problems this caused , it did 
have one benefit. The city did not grow, and there
fore changed little . This has probably been the main 
contribution to Saline's present day, comfortable, 
small-town character. 

16 F om the ' 'Ne w Historical A tlas uf Washt en(llv County, Michigan," 1874 
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•••• Inventory 

To integrate Saline's history and architecture with 
its future , we must know the quality of what 
we have. To do this, a preservation inventory 
was completed to determine the composition of 
structures which should be considered worth 
preserving. 

The inventory process is divided into two 
parts. First, the entire city had to be viewed and all 
existing buildings with preservation potential docu
mented. This bulk of raw data is called a Survey. 
Second, the survey material had to be judged to 
determine relative historical architectural quality. 
This is called an Evaluation. Together, the Survey 
and its Evaluation are the Inventory. The result of 
the inventory procedure establishes a Preservation 
Value for each building in the city. 

The concept of inventorying to establish pre
servation value is a relatively new process. Most 
inventories have been done by consultants. To as
sure quality and objectivity, a thorough knowledge 
of American architectural history is needed in the 
evaluation process. 

In Saline, the inventory was attempted with a 
minimum of paid consultant input. Reasons for this 
approach were to conserve public funds and to in
volve local citizens in the inventory process. We 
had the added bonus that volunteer professional 
assistance was available locally and from the Uni
versity of Michigan. 

A volunteer-based survey did involve some 
additional steps. To provide the necessary exper
tise that the community could not be expected to 
have , experienced professionals were used to train 
citizens in research and survey techniques . For the 
purpose of accuracy and objectivity, professionals 
were also hired to review and evaluate the resulting 
survey and to formul ate recommendations based 
upon their professional experiences and current 
activity around the country. 

SURVEY 

Three training sessions were scheduled for volun
teers. First, an instructional program covering re
search techniques and local sources of information 
was conducted by an experienced historical re
searcher and a representative of the Michigan His-
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tory Division of the Department of State. Second , 
the architectural history of southeast Michigan was 
presented by a professor of a rchitectural history 
from the University of Michigan. The third training 
session was concerned with field survey tech
niques, reviewed by a preservation architect ex
perienced in the inventory process. 

When the training was completed , the city was 
sectioned into four quadrants and four teams were 
selected from local volunteers who had attended 
the training sessions. Each te a m included a 
University of Michigan student who was currently 
enrolled in a preservation architecture course. 

The entire area within the city limits of Saline 
was surveyed. However, using the National Regis
ter of Historic Places guidelines , a 50 year cut-off 
date was established. Forms were only completed 
on structures built before 1926. From a current map 
of the city , each block was given a number , for ease 
in organizing the bulk of survey sheets . Black and 
white 35 mm photographs were taken to complete 
the record of a ll buildings surveyed and to aid in the 
evaluation process. 

Two data sheets were designed to record re
search material and the field data. The first , entitled 
Historic Preservation Data is used to record the re
sults of all historical research on each building sur
veyed. This is to be considered an on-going effort , 
kept up-to-date with additional historic information 
when it becomes known . The second sheet called 
Historic Preservation Survey was laid out to enter 
such general information as locational data; date 
form was filled out; photograph identification; sur
veyor ; address ; current and historic name; building 
use; zoning; primary stylistic influence; approxi
mate date of original construction and additions; 
the extent of alterations and their appropriateness; 
the rarity of the building's particula r qualities and 
present physical condition. 

The concept of involving local citizens in the 
survey was quite successful. Not only was the ar
duous task of filling out forms on 335 structures 
completed at no cost to the city, but perhaps of 
more value , an important segment of the com
munity gained considerable understanding of the 
value of preservation action and of the quality of 
their city 's architecture. 



EVALUATION 

In the evaluation of architectural significance, it is a 
basic parameter that a community's architecture 
not be judged against broad geographical stan
dards. The excellence of Saline's architecture is 
of primary importance to its own visual character. 
Through the evaluation process , however, build
ings of national significance will surface and must 
be recognized as such. 

The evaluation procedure centered on archi
tectural significance and history from a visual point 
of view. This does not mean that the associative 
history of the community is not important. On 
the contrary , a great deal of effort has gone into 
researching the background of the people and 
events which have made Saline what it is today. 
This kind of research is a never-ending effort. 
For the purpose of this publication, an under
standing of Saline's past has formed the founda
tion for all judgments and recommendations, 
though an evaluation of associative history has 
not been undertaken. 

The process of evaluation was done by a re
view board appointed and paid by the Historic 
District Commission. This board was composed of 
qualified experts in the fields of architectural his
tory and preservation, chosen because of their 
knowledge and experience with historic preserva
tion inventories elsewhere in the nation. 

The survey sheets , grouped by building type 
and stylistic period were evaluated by the review 
team, taking into consideration the following sur
vey data : 

Example of Period 

In every period of history , buildings have been built 
of varying artistic quality. A knowledge of the 
influences on each period, a sensitivity to design 
and familiarity with construction techniques 
involved are necessary for qualified evaluation of 
architectural significance. Merely because some
thing is old does not mean it is good. Objectivity 
is important at this point in the evaluation process . 

Traditionally, architecture has been identified 
by "style" categories such as Greek Revival , 
Gothic Revival or Italianate. In the evaluation of 
architectural quality, buildings have been com
pared with others only of the same style period , 
as it would be unfair to judge the artistic endeav
ors of different periods of stylistic influence against 
one another. 

This is easy to do, when categorizing buildings 
with clear stylistic character and detail as Greek or 

Gothic Revival. But, as American architecture 
developed in the latter part of the 19th centu ry, 
many styles were combined into a single archi
tectural composition. This is further complicated 
by the fact that "Vernacular" or buildings with 
no clear style characteristics have been a product 
of every period of history. Also, certain styles 
were occasionally built completely out of histori
cal context. 

Extent of Change 

A factor which can alter the evaluation of the ar
chitectural significance is the degree to which a 
building has been changed over time, and the man
ner in which it has been changed-appropriate or 
inappropriate. While an altered building always has 
the potential to be improved, the more severe the 
extent of alteration, the more difficult , in terms of 
cost and practicality, it is to return it to its original 
stylistic character. 

Incidence 

How often does this style occur in the community? 
The incidence influences the importance to pre
serve. the degree of rarity orfrequency influences a 
building's value as an architectural artifact. For in
stance, a building which is one of many does not 
have as much "preservation value" as one which 
might be the only example in the community. 

Physical Condition 

The current condition of a building is important to 
its preservation potential for obvious economic 
reasons. If a building is so badly deteriorated that it 
will be prohibitively expensive to return it to use
able condition, then it is not practical to preserve. If 
it is in excellent condition , it should remain in use 
and the building is a good candidate for preser
vation. However, if a building in poor condition 
is highly significant, there must be an urgency to 
do whatever is necessary to assure that it will be 
preserved. 

PRESERVATION VALUE 

Each building surveyed in Saline was judged by the 
review panel, taking into consideration the pre
viously mentioned factors. However , these four 
elements were not considered of equal importance. 
The main criterion to determine preservation 
value was the Example of Period. The last three 
components-Extent of Change , Incidence and 
Physical Condition-were considered modifiers, 
adding to or lowering the overall value of the build-
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ing. When all buildings were evaluated, they were 
divided into groups. Each of these categories de
fines the level of importance and degree of action 
necessary to integrate preservation with commu
nity progress. These categories are: 

Buildings of National Importance 

These buildings are significant on a national scale 
and are of irreplaceable value. They are the most 
visually important and special examples of ar
chitectural heritage in the community. These build
ings are of such overriding importance that they 
should be considered for nomination to the State 
and National Register of Historic Places, if they are 
not already so honored. They should be protected 
from change, alteration or demolition. Exterior res
toration should be encouraged where appropliate. 

Buildings of Highest Local Significance 

These buildings are the best local examples in each 
of the style categories. They are essential to the 
visual and cultural heritage and should remain a 
dominant part of the community unless there is no 
alternative to their demolition. Alterations and/or 
additions should be carefully undertaken so the 
visual values inherent to these buildings will not be 
diminished. 
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Buildings of Special Value 

These buildings are of local importance and are a 
meaningful part of the community's character. Al
terations and/or additions should be sensitively 
done to emphasize the integrity of these buildings . 
They may be expendable if demanding economic 
factors arise or absolutely essential development 
must occur where they are located. 

Buildings of Background Quality 

These buildings are more commonplace , but may 
be considered of value as a part of the total scene. 
They are background architecture compared to 
buildings of higher value , but are an important part 
of the streetscape. When combined consistently 
with other buildings of higher preservation value, 
they provide the thread which holds together the 
fabric of the community. Owners should be made 
aware of the integrity that these buildings have and 
be encouraged not to destroy their character with 
inappropriate modernization. 

Buildings Not Evaluated 

Buildings which are not included on the enclosed 
preservation Value Map are those considered to 
have no significance or those which are under 50 
years of age. Future updating may include some of 
these. 



IV. Saline Architecture 

The visual character of a town is its buildings and 
their position on the streetscape. Most of us often 
take our own community for granted-not really 
seeing what we are looking at-until a drastic 
change jolts our attention. So, it may come as a 
surprise to many people in Saline that the quality of 
their city's architecture is quite high. The Survey 
results show us that 56 of all buildings surveyed 
(15%) were rated in the two highest preservation 
value categories. 

This comfortable community that old-timers 
value so highly-and that attracts newcomers-is 
due in large measure to the value of the architec
ture. Following is an overview of Saline's architec
ture as it relates to the pre-I926 trends in the United 
States in general, and to our town in particular. 

GREEK REVIVAL 1820's-1850's 

Following the Revolutionary War, American ar
chitecture shows a distinct break with the Colonial 
style which characterized the original colonies. 
Europe was experiencing a new interest in classi
cism, and the newly-won democracy in America 
was quick to follow the classic Greek world-the 
"cradle of democracy". However, it was not until 
after our nation's second war for independence
the War of 1812-that Americans truly identified 
their civic and political aspirations with Greece, 
who was then itself struggling for independence 
from Turkish rule. The Classic Greek became al
most a rallying cause. Cities and children were 
given classical names and structures of all kinds 
were inspired by ancient Greek styles. 

It was in America that the Greek Revival style 
had its most deeply felt influence-and it was in 
America's midwest where it reached its grandest 
heights. At this time in our history, Michigan was 
experiencing its first growth inland-a result of the 
completion of the Erie Canal in 1825. Construction 
of Greek Revival buildings flourished across all of 
southern Michigan. The style can especially be 
seen along our first east-west transportation route, 
the Detroit to Chicago Road. 

Identifying characteristics of the Greek Re
vival style are simple rectangular plans (many with 
later additions), low-pitched roofs, and a deep c1as-

sical frieze along the horizontal eave of the roof
often with small horizontal windows in the frieze or 
just under the roof edge. Details are classical with 
short roof returns at the corners referred to as a 
"broken pediment." Windows and doors were ver
tical and primary entrances had tall, narrow 
sidelights on each side of the door. Houses were 
painted only white during this period, reflecting the 
Greek feeling of purity and simplicity. 

It should be no surprise that Saline's first build
ings were built in the Greek Revival mode. How
ever, because they were our community's oldest 
buildings, a vast majority of them have disappeared 
or have been drastically altered. Those that are left 
are the most important examples of Saline's ear
liest settlement history. 
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GOTHIC REVIVAL 1840's-1870's 

Around the middle of the 19th century, the national 
philosophies which spawned the Greek Revival 
peliod were coming into conflict with the difficult 
social issues regarding slavery. At the same time, a 
growing movement toward romanticism developed 
with a desire for more flexibility and freedom of 
life style. This was in direct conflict with , and a 
reaction to, the formalism of classic Greek 
philosophies. 

Interest grew in the Gothic Revival style , as
sociated with honesty, morality a nd religion. 
Gothic , after all, was the " architecture of Chris
tianity. " The balanced order and restraint of the 
classic styles were replaced by asymmetrical de
signs of the medieval Gothic period-picturesque 
and of boundless variety. Illustrated manuals on 
architecture , which influenced so many of Michi
gan 's earlier buildings were replaced with new 
builder's pUblications. Cottage Residences (1842) 
and The Architecture of Country Houses (1850) by 
Andrew Jackson Downing illustrated the Gothic 
style. The impact was enormous. 

The freedom of the Gothic allowed almost any 
desired floor plan simply by add ing a projection 
here or a window there. Picturesque arrangements 
of hou se wings , porches, dormers , and gables were 
characteristic of this period. Roof pitches were 
very steep and gable ends were often decorated 
with fancy scroll-like trim called " barge boards." 
Pointed, arched windows are a dead give-away to 
this style. Rich , eaIth-toned colors were used for 
the Gothic buildings·. Often three or four related 
colors were used to accent the details . 
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As popular as the ideologies and the resulting 
style became, the experimentation with Gothic 
Revival was not extensive in Saline. Because the 
style was derived from religious architecture, 
new churches of the period readily accepted 
this ecclesiastical mold. Residential structures are 
few, but of high quality . 

ITALIANATE (1850's-1880's) 

In a continued search for the romantic , America 
experimented with many influences of the past 
including Italian , Moorish and Egyptian. For 
instance, towns along the Mississippi River , some
times called the" American Nile," were given 
names like Cairo, Thebes, Karnak, and Memphis . 
After the Gothic , however , the style which most 
caught the American fancy, was Italianate . 

Coming originally to this country from Eng
land , the style was in part based on the long over
looked northern Italian farmhouses and a romantic 
interpretation of Renaissance symmetry . In resi
dential architecture, its form was either developed 
in an extremely simple Italianate " cube" or in an 
asymmetrical grouping of rectangular parts. 
Visually, the Italianate residentia l sty le differed 
dramatically from the Gothic with low-hipped 
roofs , capped often with a tower, cupola, or 
"widow's walk," tall , round-arched windows , and 
elaborate curved brackets at the eaves. Unpainted 
brick and earth-toned colors predominated . 



Perhaps this style's greatest contribution to 
the American, and particularly the Michigan city
scape, is the use of Italianate decorative forms on 
commercial buildings. These formed-and in many 
cases still do form-the downtown streetscape of 
all cities developed during that time. These com
mercial structures used Italianate details most 
often on narrow, two- or three-story brick facades. 

As with the Greek and the Gothic, very little 
Italianate architecture remains in Saline. This 
either means that the town was slow in develop
ment at this time or that much of what was built was 
replaced by the flurry of growth in the following 
decades. Besides several fine examples of the Ital
ianate "cube," Saline's Italianate-influenced 
architecture is primarily found in its commercial 
structures. However, due to "modernization," 
evidences of this style must be sought above the 
street level, where some buildings still have their 
cornices intact. 

A later adaptation of the Italianate mode, a 
style which could be called Italian Romanesque, 
extended this architectural influence closer toward 
the end of the 19th century. This style was used 
primarily-and in Saline exclusively-for the de
sign of c~rches. Saline's examples of this are 
notable. 

SECOND EMPIRE 1870's 

This style is named from the French Second Em
pire whose ruler was Napoleon III (1852-1870). 
This was a conspicuously ornate and unique Euro
pean style which became popular in the United 
States after the political period ended in France. 
Although some experimentation took place before 
the 1870's, most representatives of this style were 
built between 1870 and 1880. 

Sometimes called the "General Grant" style 
(Grant's presidency was 1869-1877), a distinguish
ing characteristic is the mansard roof-a must for 
the style-usually with dormers. Second Empire 
houses are universally tall with strong vertical 
proportions, boldly detailed with trim of other 
classic stylistic orders. Earth-toned colors with 
contrasting trim were used. 

During the decade of the 70's many county and 
municipal buildings were constructed in the Sec
ond Empire style, which was adaptable to their 
functional needs. Residential examples are more 
rare. Ironically, in Saline this trend was reversed. 
We have no public buildings, but two major and 
notable residences were built in this style. At the 
time, undoubtedly, they were among the finest 
examples in Michigan. 
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QUEEN ANNE 1870's-1890's 

The end of the 19th century was a time of great 
technological advances. Not only decorative build
ing materials, but also heating, lighting and sanitary 
equipment was being mass produced at increas
ingly lower costs. This greatly simplified the pro
cess of building, which helps account for the great 
increase in growth experienced in American cities 
at this time. 

Although a few earlier examples exist, the 
great popularity of Queen Anne in America was a 
direct result of the exhibition of the style at the 
Philadelphia Centennial Exposition in 1876. 
Elizabethan and Jacobean English decoration was 
translated into wood and greatly adapted as the 
treatment which covered the house. With inexpen
sive building materials available, this style literally 
took America by storm. 

Features that identify Queen Anne architec
ture are the lightness made possible by frame con
struction, irregular plan and massing, and steep 
pitched roofs. A variety of texture is usually seen 
in the siding with shingle designs as scalloped 
and sunburst patterns in the eaves. Decorative 
windows came in fanciful shapes as key-holes, 
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semi-circles, circles, diamonds, and ovals. Bay 
windows, turrets, porches with delicate detail and 
corners cut at a 45-degree angle are elements to 
look for in Queen Anne buildings. 

The Queen Anne style dominates Saline's 
older buildings. It was during this period that the 
town experienced its greatest spurt in growth. With 
respect to architectural quality, Saline's represen
tatives of this style are on a par with most Michigan 
cities. However, many Queen Anne residences 
look quite different from the way they did in their 
heyday. Either because the style was not ap
preciated, or because of the extent of repainting 
required, Queen Anne houses have taken the brunt 
of the asbestos and aluminum siding which has 
been applied in recent years. Much of the delicate 
shingle designs have been covered over. Those that 
have not, have been painted white, quite a contrast 
to the original rich and warm combinations of red, 
brown, green, gold, and purple. 

COLONIAL REVIVAL 1890's-1920's 

Toward the end of the 19th century almost every 
conceivable style of past architecture had been re
vitalized." The return to classic concepts was an 
attempt to bring order to what some people termed 
a restless period in American architecture. The ar
chitects who designed in the style saw themselves 
as enabling American architecture to finally take its 
place with the great architecture of Europe. Ex
hibitions, particularly Chicago's Columbian Ex
position in 1893, played an important part in rapidly 
spreading the popularity of the style. Its greatest 
impact was felt from 1895 to 1915, but the style has 
lingered on even to today, as seen by the American 
penchant for the "colonial" suburban home. 

Colonial Revival buildings were rectangular to 
squarish in plan-basically simple with only minor 
projections. Facades were quite symmetrical in de
sign with the only variation being an occasional 
off-centered entry. Roofs were gable, hip, or gam
brel in form with eaves detailed-in varying de
grees of complexity-as classical cornices. The 
street-face of the building often was crowned with a 
pediment, although one which was less dominant 
than its classical antecedents. The standard form of 
window was rectangular with double-hung sash. 
The Palladian or three-part window, typical in 
Saline, was often used as a focal point. The color 
for the Colonial Revival style went back to white, 
off-white or tones of grey. Since the previous popu
lar style, Queen Anne, borrowed some classic de
tails, it is often difficult to tell these styles apart. 



Saline was influenced by the Colonial Revival 
in a subtle way. Even the most notable local exam
ples are restrained. The mass of our houses in this 
style are representative of the national trend, but 
classic detail was used sparingly. Local builders 
frequently used gambrel roof shapes to attain 
Dutch variations. 

BUNGALOW 1900's-1930's 

The term "bungalow" originated in India. The 
name was used by the British to identify a low 
house constructed with deep verandas, temporary 
or seasonal in nature. There is little Indian, except 
the name, about the American bungalow whose 
only detail in common is the veranda or deep front 
porch. The style was particularly popular in the 
sunny climate of California because of its relatively 
small size, simplicity and resulting economy. 

Although only recently recognized as an im
portant architectural style, the bungalow made a 
dramatic visual change on the American street
scape. Built in an environment of taller neighbors, 
the small, single-story bungalow was quite a con
trast. The broad, sweeping roof made the house 
appear to hug the ground. The roof space was made 
useable by a single, large, central dormer and win
dows in the side gables. A "must" for the bunga
low is the deep, full-width front porch, a reminder 
of its Indian beginning. Because of the wide dis
tribution of "house" magazines in the early 20th 
century, the bungalow was popularized, and it is 
not unusual to see identical houses. 

Saline is particularly rich in bungalows of 
excellent design quality. There is a surprising 
number, substantiating the continued stability of 
the city's economy during the first several decades 
of the 1900's. Their presence adds significantly to 
the texture and variety of the Saline streetscape 
and reinforces a comfortable sense of residential 
community. 

VERNACULAR 1830-1926 

There have always been buildings constructed that 
do not quite fit into a particular style category. 
These are buildings of local influence, termed ver
nacular. 

Early settlers were concerned with simply get
ting a roof over their heads as quickly as possible. 
Their buildings were essentially utilitarian. It was 
later, as communities matured and grew at a more 
leisurely pace that there was more time and money 
to be concerned with appearance. 

No matter how strong the design characteris
tics of a style, some chose to ignore them or didn't 
want to pay the extra cost involved. For these 
people, function came first and their own particular 
needs dictated what they built. The resulting build
ing is most evident in small towns where many 
people built their own homes and where growth 
pressures have been minimum. 

Local craftsmen, well aware of the "correct 
way" to build a certain style, often added their own 
touch. Many times a builder changed so much, that 
the style disappeared. Even when a hint of the style 
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remains, it is best to classify the building as ver
nacular for the purposes of an inventory, so its par
ticular idiosyncrasy will not be compared with 
structures of a more pure, textbook quality. 

Saline has quite a few buildings of thi s type . 
This is not surpris ing , since progres s ha s not 
pushed the community into strong periods of 
growth, except in the last few years. It is partially , 
as a result of thi s expressed individualism of its citi
zens, that Saline has developed as a community 
with a strong visual character of its own. 

BARNS 1830-1926 

Saline has a wonderful collection of barns within 
the city limits . Although difficult to evaluate from a 
preservation standpoint, a review of the commu
nity's architecture would be incomplete without 
mention of them. They lend an irreplaceable qual
ity to Saline's "small town" character. 

Some of these barns housed businesses suc h 
as a livery or blacksmith. Many were merely used 
for storage . But, most serve as reminders that when 
a local farmer retired and moved to town , he often 
brought a few horses and a cow or two with him. 

Barns are not often built with style in mind. 
Basically vernacular in nature, they were obvi
ously erected for a function which is no longer ap
propriate or needed . A few are elaborately detailed 
in a manner sim il ar to the houses to which they 
belong. 

Because barns are not lived in or heated, and 
sometimes receive minor care, they are prone to 
deterioration . A public awareness need s to be gen
erated so owners will realize the valuable contribu
tion their barns give to Saline's visual quality. 
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V. Community Character 

A basic concept of preservation is that the commu
nity's heritage really does establi sh its character. 
What is important today , however, is not just to 
stand back and admire the past, but to take a long 
look at the present character of Saline and evaluate 
whether its heritage is substa nti ve enough to de
serve a ro le in its future. 

It is the conclusion of this study that Saline's 
heritage, both associative and visual, is significant 
and mu st be considered as a dominant and integral 
part of its character in the future. This conclusion 
can be sup ported by a bri ef a na ly sis of overa ll 
architectural and urban characte r . 

Such an analysis is on ly the beginning in 
looking at the city's visual characteristics-the 
strengths and weaknesses. More study needs to be 
done to rea ll y define soluti ons. This need is ad
dressed in the conclusions which filllow in the next 
section. However, preliminary recommendations 
are presented to illust ra te possible community 
character improvements. 

ARCHITECTURALCHARACTERANALY~S 

The su rvey and evaluation of Saline's architecture 
estab li shed a preservation value fo r individu a l 
buildings . T he se have bee n mapped and are in
cluded in this publication as the base for further 
stud y and to stimulate pub lic awareness-perhaps 
even some individual action. 

One of the most important uses of the preser
vation va lue map is as a planning tool. Instead of 
looking at each building individua ll y, they can a ll 
be considered together as an element that the plan
ning process must take into consideration. The dis
tributi on of quali ty, the co ncentrations of struc
tures which reinforce each other, the formation of 
strong streetscapes, the iso la ti on of important 
buildings, for in stance, are facto rs which should 
influence public and private decisions. 

T he first s tep is analyzing pre se rva tion 
values-what is the architec tura l character of the 
entire community. Thi s will begin to pinpoint 
opportunities and problems which need further 
consideration. On the accompanying map the fol
lowing a re identified: 

Areas of Most Development-This shows the 
areas within the city limits which are most in
ten se ly developed with structures, old and 
new. 

Architectural /Visual Landmarks-These include 
buildings of National Significance along with 
others of distinction because of setting, size 
and /o r dominance on the cityscape . 

Isolated Buildings of Importance-These buildings 
have been separated from concentrations of 
older buildings of importance either because 
they were originally located a long way from 
the developing community or newer construc
tion has resulted in their being "islands" with 
dissimilar surroundings. 

Concentration of Buildings of Preservation Value 
- This is the key to determine the type of pres
ervation a particular community should have. 
If individual preservation values are high and 
they are concentrated in a significant area of 
the city , some preservation action is needed. If 
extre mel y high values a re closely concen
trated, a historic district should be considered. 
If high values are scattered with many " back
ground" buildings between , a more .Ioose, 
conservation approach is more appropnate. 

The Architectural Character Analysis map 
shows some of the following strengths and weak
nesses: 

Strengths 

• All Architectural/Visual Landmarks are con
tained within a concentra tion of buildings of 
preservation value. They are supported by s~r
rounding buildings of va lue which should 1Il

crease their long-range ab ility to be preserved. 
• There are a relatively small number of Isolated 

Bui ldings of Importance and although some 
may be problems as noted below, these can eas
ily be handled on an individual basis . 

• The major concentration of buildings of pres~r
vation value is large and encompasses a major 
part of downtown Saline. 

29 



• Two other small concentrations exist, both con
taining landmarks. The "People's House 
group" contains widely divergent architectural 
styles, but the less important buildings are vital 
compliments to the highly important ones. The 
"Barnegat group" to the west is isolated, but 
contains three landmarks. Because of both the 
isolation of the group, and the concentration 
within it, the historic district concept should be 
considered here. 

• Several very strong streetscapes exist within 
the major area of concentration that are vital 
and should not be all owed to erode. 

Weaknesses 

• Most of the Isolated Buildings of Importance 
are not " spots of beauty" but are seriously 
being affected by their surroundings. These 
should be treated as individual problems and 
solutions found. 

• The major concentration of Buildings ofPreser
vation Value has several large holes of incom
patibility. These should be studied from an 
urban design sense, especially since they are 
visually a dominant part of the center of town. 

• A small concentration of buildings of minor pre
servation value exists to the north. Since this is 
fairly isolated , it probably does not warrant 
serious preservation consideration. 

• Although contiguous to three landmarks , the 
remainder of the "Barnegat group" has little 
reminiscence of the old area left. It has a minor 
preservation value and scattering of resources. 

• Several weak streets capes exist within the 
major concentration of Buildings of Preserva
tion Value which need to be strengthened . 

• Several landmark buildings need prompt re
storative work. 

URBAN CHARACTER ANAL YSIS 

The community character of Saline is its architec
ture, and just as importantly , the "place" where 
the buildings exist. The pattern of the streets, the 
rise and faIl of the ground , the spaces between and 
in front of the buildings, the relationship of building 
facades, the trees and open spaces all contribute to 
the visual quality of the streets cape and in turn , the 
city. 

Urban character is all of those elements that 
make up a city outside of the waIls of its buildings . 
A small town the size of Saline does not really seem 
" urban" in a big city sense, but the term is used 
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here to denote all that is contained within its city 
limits-as opposed to rural. 

A brief analysis of Saline's urban qualities and 
their effect on the existing community character 
has been made. Certain strengths and weaknesses 
have been identified which need in-depth study. 
These are shown on the accompanying map which 
identifies the foIlowing: 

Areas of Most Developmellt - These are the most 
intensely developed areas . 

Major Entrances-These are the six roads leading 
into Saline, two from the north, two from the 
south and one each from the east and west. 

Sense of Transition- While traveling anyone of the 
six approaches to the city , visual changes 
occur in the surrounding environment. Domi
nant change is identified through a "sense of 
transition" . 

Perc eptllal Extent of the Community - As one 
passes through the community on major 
routes, there is a limited extent of urban space 
which a person is aware of. When concerned 
with urban beauty from the outsiders point of 
view, this is a sensitive zone. 

Strong Edge - Streetscapes where continuity of 
facade, landscape quality, mass and scale all 
come together to provide a strong sense of 
urban character. 

Weak Edge-Streetscapes where the above men
tioned qualities are in part or totally missing 
which gives a weak sense of urban character. 

Strong Definitions of Community A ge 
Transitional zones where the visual change is 
one of a strong contrast of older community to 
newer development. 

The Urban Character Analysis map shows 
some of the following strengths and weaknesses: 

Strengths 

• The visual quali ty of the six Major Entrances to 
Saline is beyond the control of city government , 
however; it is a positive fact that general ly the 
character is still open and rural. This strongly 
reinforces the desirable quality of the commu
nity, itself. The city should consider actions 
which are under its jurisdiction to assure this 
fee ling is retained. 

• The Sense of Transition at both south city limits 
is good , but needs reinforcing . 

• The Sense of Transition at the north city limits 
retains a rural quality. This needs to be pro
tected and strengthened. 
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• Often zones where Sense of Transition is posi
tive occur where there is a strong definition of 
community age. This reinforces the fact that the 
older part of the community is the most positive 
element of its character. 

• For the most part, the Perceptual Extent of the 
Community is within the concentration of build
ings of preservation value described in the ar
chitectural character analysis. 

• In general, Strong Edges occur where older 
buildings of preservation value are reinforced 
with a mature streetscape. 

Weaknesses 

• Major Entrances within the city limits are weak 
on Michigan A venue before one arrives at the 
mill transition zone on the west and the transi
tion zone characterized by a strong definition of 
community age on the east. 

• A breakdown of continuity occurs between city 
limits on the north and the tracks. 

• Weak community character is evident on South 
Ann Arbor Street from city limits to the tran
sitional zone where community age changes. 

• The east side of Monroe Street north of the 
"People's House group" (previously identified) 
is extremely weak with no sense of containment 
and character. 

• From the transitional zones characterized by a 
Strong Definition of Community Age on the 
north , east and south (south Ann Arbor Street) , 
the edges and the perceived community are 
strong to the center of town, with only minor 
weaknesses needing attention. 

• West Michigan Avenue from the cemetery to 
the center of town is completely inconsistent 
with other approaches which destroys the 
community ' s positive character for anyone 
traveling into Saline from the west. 

• The center of town is visually a weak focal point 
of community character. 

POSSIBLE COMMUNITY CHARACTER 
IMPROVEMENTS 

The results of both the architectural and urban 
character analysis show that Saline ' s community 
character is in large part dependent on its visual his
torical qualities. Therefore , preservation concepts 
and related urban design sensitivity are necessary if 
the community's character is to be enhanced . 
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It is therefore recommended that the following 
elements of the architectural and urban fabric of 
Saline be considered for further study in a preser
vation and urban design sense: 

• Vulnerable Zone-The major concentration of 
buildings of preservation value encompasses 
much of what has been defined as the Perceptual 
Extent of the Community. This zone, then , is 
very important to the visual quality of the com
munity, and it is also a very sensitive one. Be
cause buildings of high preservation value are 
scattered , but held together by " background" 
buildings and the visual continuity of the 
streetscapes, a conservation approach to pres
ervation should be considered. 

• Emphasized Entrances-Several important op
portunities exist to improve the entrance image 
of the community. These are located at four 
main approaches , north, east , south and west. 
They are also logically positioned where strong 
definitions of community age are most apparent 
and in essence are the" entrances" to the vul
nerable zone described above . As such they 
already have the basic ingredients necessary 
for improvement, but sensitive design consid
eration is necessary to achieve emphasis. 

• Continuity Desired- Strong and Weak Edges 
were identified in the urban character analysis. 
However, those edges which fall within the vul
nerable zone must be strengthened . Weak edges 
need to be strengthened and filled out to blend 
with the quality of present strong edges to gain a 
good sense of community character. 

• Intersections of Importance-Primary street 
intersections within the Vulnerable Zone are 
particularly vulnerable themselves . At these 
points , inappropriate commercial construction 
tends to start, and if considerable care is not 
taken, visual deterioration begins. This is not to 
say that commercialism is bad per se . Intersec
tions with existing commercial establishments 
need to be visually reinforced, and those pres
ently residential need to be protected. 

• Attention Needed R egarding Streetscape 
Design - The six major approaches to the vul
nerable zone need attention within the city limit. 
These in some cases do contain preservation 
elements, but the primary need is to achieve an 
improvement in visual streetscape quality. This 
requires sens itive contemporary urban design 
consideration, compatibly blending with histor
ical qualities. 
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VI. Next Steps 

The story of Saline's history and growth have been 
reviewed. The buildings which are the visual repre
sentation of this past have been evaluated and their 
architectural qualities identified. Clearly, Saline 
has special visual and associative historical qual
ities worth keeping as an integral part of its future. 

Saline will survive with or without historic 
preservation. But, it has been discovered that his
toric preservation can be a logical and valuable tool 
in our own self-preservation-in defense of our 
town's individuality and uniqueness. 

Recommendations which follow outline pres
ervation tools to be considered and who should be 
responsible to see that they are carried out. Areas 
covered are public awareness, Historic District 
Commission procedures and planning coordina
tion. These considerations come together as a rec
ommendation for" Areas of Special Concern" and 
"Historic Districts." The actions which are rec
ommended are practical ones which meet specific 
needs brought out in this study. The recommen
dations are also designed to meet the intent of the 
state law , through which Saline's Historic District 
Commission was formed. 

PUBLIC AWARENESS 

The historical, architectural resources and the 
community character of Saline are some of its most 
valuable assets. However, the public for the most 
part is not aware of this. Historic preservation is 
either not understood or misunderstood as a valu
able resource for today and the future. Therefore a 
primary recommendation of this publication must 
be to increase awareness in every segment of the 
population. 

This study , a first for Saline, represents the be
ginning of a program that needs to be developed 
further. The study undertaken by the Historic Dis
trict Commission, with volunteer citizen help, met 
with considerable success. While this citizen in
volvement has immense value, the job is not done. 
With leadership from the Commission , volunteer 
action should continue as a substantive backup to 
preservation action. 

Activities to develop a sense of community 
pride through a recognition of Saline's older, spe-
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cial character are seemingly endless. Although 
more activities will surface, as momentum builds, 
the following should be considered for a start: 

• A marking program begun to identify all build
ings designated by the inventory as of "national 
s ignificance " and of "highest local signifi
cance." 

• A public information program informing deci
sion makers , the media and citizens about the 
importance of preservation and conservation in 
their city. 

• A concerted effort to create a positive attitude 
about community character with local civic 
organizations. 

• Work with the school system on in-service train
ing and community school offerings. 

• A workshop for city officials and civic leaders. 
• Walking and biking tours to enable citizens to 

better understand preservation assets by ex
periencing them firsthand. 

• An award program recognizing significant pres
ervation achievement in the community . 

All of these would help raise the public con
sciousness and infuse the people of Saline with 
pride in their city. The real challenge for this pro
gram, however , is to capture the attention of those 
who do not already share an interest in preserving 
the community's character. 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION PROCEDURES 

The responsibility for the success or failure of pres
ervation efforts falls to Saline ' s Historic District 
Commission. They have been given the responsi
bility by the City Council in accordance with state 
enabling legis lation. Commiss io n duties and 
funct ions are clearly set forth in the City's ordi
nance. However, several spec ifics are apparent 
which shou ld be undertaken as procedural steps to 
insure a positive direction toward the preservation 
concepts and goals outlined in this publication: 

• Begin preparation of nominations to the Na
tional Register of Historic Places for all build
ings designated of "national importance." 



• Continue to study and advise the community 
and Council on preservation/conservation proj
ects, tools and funding, such as revolving funds, 
tax credits, low interest financing , facade ease
ments, sign controls, rehabilitation and restora
tion guidelines, design criteria for new construc
tion , historic zoning, self-help programs and the 
establishment of archaeological sites (such as 
the Risdon historic site, etc.). 

• Update the survey and inventory every ten 
years and maintain a yearly documentation, 
with photographs of buildings torn down , 
moved or significantly altered. 

• Continue re search as an on-going program , 
specifically helping in the establishment of a 
competent oral history program. 

PLANNING 

Basic to the success of the purposes outlined in this 
study is the establishment of preservation and 
urban design goals as a planning priority. The City 
Council should insist that Saline's historic qualities 
become an integral part of the city's overall plan
ning process. 

Fro m a planning standpoint, all areas of the 
city are treated more or less equally. However, the 
analysis of Saline's architectural and urban charac
ter suggests, that while some (particularly newer) 
areas are quite stable and will tend to protect them
selves, others must be dealth with differently for 
their future protection. This subject will be ad
dressed in the next recommendation. 

The City Council should fund and direct the 
undertaking of a special study based on the con
cepts outlined in this publication in the section on 
Community Character. Such a study should inves
tigate how the visual environment of the city could 
be improved. Suggestions on implementation fol 
low. The study should include such considerations 
as: 

• Strengthening the focus of "downtown" while 
mai ntaining a "small town" character. 

• Maintaining the residential character on main 
north /south and east/west arteries as an appro
priate and necessary contrast to "downtown." 

• Minimizing the intrusion of strip commercialism 
within the city limits. 

• Emphasizing and reinforcing "entrances" to 
the city (all major roads) . 

• Consider the incorporation of the area along 
Ann Arbor-Saline Road , which is north of the 
present city limits to Weber Road , into the city. 

"AREAS OF SPECIAL CONCERN" 

The successful implementation of the concepts out
lined in this study depends on a well-coordinated 
use of the tools which have been discussed. The 
designation of "Areas of Special Concern" will 
provide a method for bringing all of these tools to 
work together. 

The City Council is urged to pass a resolution 
calling for the official recognition of areas which 
have special architectural, historical or aesthetic 
interest or potential- the character of which is de
sirable to maintain and enhance. The purpose of 
this designation is to call the attention of private 
and public sectors to their existence and impor
tance. 

Council should adopt, as part of this resolu
tion, the formation of a municipal committee, to 
be called the "Urban Design Committee" (UDC) 
to be composed of two representatives from the 
Historic District Commission, the Planning Com
mission , the Beautification Commission, and the 
Recreation Commission. 

Within each Area of Special Concern, the ac
tivities of all public agencies would be required to 
conform to Historic District requirements, if any, 
and those conclusions developed as a part of the 
aforementioned Urban Design Study- imple
mented by the Urban Design Committee. No addi
tional regulation of private property would be re
quired or desirable. Guidelines for improvements 
in each area, based on the proposed Urban Design 
Study would be made available to the public. Areas 
would be officially designated by the Urban Design 
Committee. 

Once an area has been designated, the follow
ing is recommended: 

• All departments and commissions of the City of 
Saline must acknowledge the designation . No 
plans, contracts or improvement work should 
commence without prior consultation with the 
UDC; no plans should be authorized except 
those in conformance with the accepted Urban 
Design Plan. 

• All budget requests affecting the visual charac
ter of these areas must be reviewed by the UDC. 
In formulating both annual and capital im
provement budgets, operating agencies should 
consider the impact of budget requests on Areas 
of Special Concern. Technical and design ad
vice should be provided to the extent possible. 

• All maintenance work should conform with 
plans and policies approved by the UDC. 

3S 



! 
i 

, 

f Special Concern Areas 0 

/ ,"' 



• All master plan revisions should contain refer
ences to these district designations and the 
policies flowing from them. 

In short, the purpose of designating Areas of 
Special Concern is to control, guide and inspire 
conservation in particularly important areas, with 
the least possible regulation. 

"HISTORIC DISTRICTS" 

The Historic District is a preservation device used 
extensively throughout the country. In most cities, 
it is developed as a separate-use district or an over
lay district with unifying architectural and/or his
torical characteristics. Once designated, owners of 
property within the district must adhere to certain 
restrictions before adding to, altering or demolish
ing property within it. This quite often takes the 
form of a certificate of appropriateness granted by 
an official body responsible for designating the dis
trict initially and monitoring change . 

In Saline, the Historic District Commission 
is charged with these responsibilities by their 
enabling legi slation which is based on State law. 
Michigan's historic districts are basically estab
lished as a police power regulation. They must not 
be confused with a National Register Historic Dis
trict or a State Historic District. They are entirely 
local in designation and enforcement. 

Although powerful in its provisions to protect 
buildings of high preservation value, they are strict 
with respect to owner's rights. When properly 
used, the historic district concept is entirely to the 
property owners advantage, from both a practical 
and economic sense. 

Because the Historic District concept should 
be applied primari ly in areas of consistently high 
preservation value, it is not recommended as the 
primary answer to foster preservation in Saline. If 
it were used, the district wou ld have to be coter
minous with the Areas of Special Concern, an area 
too large from an admin istrative and practical 
standpoint. It would a lso affect too many citizens 
of the community who owned buildings of less 

preservation value, or who owned a structure of no 
historic value at all (new within the district). The 
restrictions imposed upon many for the few better 
buildings would be unfair. 

However, there are zones of the city within the 
proposed Areas of Special Concern, which should 
seriously be considered by the Historic District 
Commission for local historic district status. Such 
should be undertaken with great care and in consul
tation with affected home owners. 

The first Historic District recommended for 
consideration would include the "Ford Group" in 
Barnegat. Rather than all of Barnegat-Wellers' 
(Schuyler Mill), the building built by Ford to the 
south, and the Hoyt School restoration and adapta
tion to the north should be included. The history is 
highly significant and the group forms a major en
trance to the city. 

Other historic districts which could be consid
ered in the future are existing significant street
scapes within the major Area of Special Concern. 
They include: 

• The 300 block of East Michigan Avenue includ
ing the Davenport-Curtiss House and the 
blockscape directly opposite to the north. 

• Both sides of North Ann Arbor Street from Rus
sell to Bennett Street. 

• Both sides of South Ann Arbor Street from 
Henry to Pleasant Ridge. 

• Both sides of West Henry Street from Monroe 
to South Ann Arbor. 

It is recommended that no other historic 
districts be considered. 

The people who can and should take seri
ous note of these conclusions are many and 
varied. Responsibility for preserving and im
proving Saline's visual heritage falls equally to 
public and private sectors of the community. 
Federal, state and local government, busi
nesses, institutions, private organizations and 
the individual citizen all play potential roles. 
Historic preservation's time has come in Saline . 
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Appendix 

A listing of the top two categories-Buildings of 
Na tional Importance (noted with an aste ri sk * ) 
and Buildings of Highest Local Signific{(nce-as 
defined in Section III Inventory . 



GREEK REVIVAL 

*SCHUYLE R-FORD-WELLER MILL (1 845) 
555 West Michigan Avenue 
Significant flour mill , purchased and restored by Henry Ford 
in 1938. U sed for production of bomber bearings and soybean 
products during World War II. Multi-storied mill struc tures 
with roof ridge paralle l to road. Mill has been moved a short 
distance because of widening of " Chicago Road. " 

HOYT-FORD SCHOOL (ca. 1842-1 943) 
600 West Michigan Avenue 
Original school located south of Saline on Macon Road. Re
constructed by Henry Ford across Michigan Avenue from mill 
for empl oyees' children and to improve the e ntrance image 
from west into ci ty. Ridge para lle l to highway , one-and-a
ha lf-story wi th one story add iti on at south. Remodeled as a 
home in 1948 . 

RISDON-KNIGHT HOUSE (1829-1948) 
210 West Henry Street 
Ho me of Sa line's founder , o rigi na ll y located south s ide of 
Michigan A venue on hill east of Saline River. Two-story frame 
construc ti o n with ridge parallel to s tree t. Moved to Henry 
Street in 1948. Considerably remode led, with origina l front 
entrance. 

RENSCHLER-LEONARD HOUSE (ca. 1840) 
155 East Michigan Avenue 
T he o ldest house remaining in the immedia te downtown area. 
Fi ne Greek Revival detail remains on main portion of building. 
Two-story frame construc tion. Ridge pa rall el to street. Sev
e ral additi o ns , a lthough hou se has re mained v irtu a ll y un
changed for a t least 75 years . 

VERDINE-CAMBURN-MALOCHA HOUSE (ca. 1845) 
209 North Harris Street 
Originally located a t McKay a nd North An n Arbo r St ree t , 
northeast. Moved sometime before 1912. Highl y sophi sticated 
" broken pediment" detail. Two-story frame construct ion with 
one-story full-width porch. Ridge pe rpendicula r to stree t. 

GOTHIC REVIVAL 

*STURM-CAMMET HOUSE (1873) 
100 Ru sse ll Street 
Exce ll ent example of late Gothic Reviva l with refi ned de tail on 
barge boa rd s , window hoods and porches. Two-story frame 
const ruc ti on. Main ridge parallel with st reet and secondary 
wi ng a t right a ngle facing s treet. S teep pitched gab le-like 
dormer in main roof. 

*TRINITY LUTHE RAN CHURC H ( 1872) 
195 East Michigan Avenue 
Two-story brick construction with wood-framed roof. S tone 
foundation with full basement. Gable roof perpendicular to 
street with square tower contai ning central entrance , to pped 
with spire. Front porch and fl anking tower corners added afte r 
1900. 

VAN DUS E R-BRACEY HOUSE (ca. 1865) 
205 South Ann Arbo r Street 
Hou se only in second ownership. One-and-a-half-story frame 
constructi on with one-story wing a t rear. Gable roof para lle l to 
st ree t with steep-pitched centra l dormer containing sing le 
Gothic arched window. Stucco work in 19 13. 
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BARKH AM- ELFRING HOUSE (ca. 1870) 
422 Eas t Michigan Avenue 
Two-story frame construction. T-shaped plan with projectio n 
at front. Main ridge parallel with secondary ridge perpendicu
lar to stree t. Steep pitched gable-type dormer in main and rear 
roofs. Well a rticulated decora tio n in a ll gable peaks. 

JONES-ALBER HOUS E (ca. 1860) 
207 Wes t Michigan Avenue 
Thi s home in nearly original condition may be a highl y signific
ant Greek-Gothi c transitional building. One-and-a-half-s tory 
fra me co nstruct ion with one-s tory shed at rear. Ridge perpen
dic ul ar to s treet with matching ga ble-like dormers on each 
s ide. 

FO RBES-BU RMEISTER HOUSE (ca. 1865) 
2 11 North Ann Arbor Street . 
Nicely articulated house in nearl y origi nal condition. Two
story bri ck construction with one-story wings at south side and 
rea r. Main gable faces street with ridge of side wing para lle l to 
street. Shed front porch of well-deta iled Eas tlake charac ter. 

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OFCHRIST (1907) 
122 West Michigan Avenue 
Well co mposed chu rch designed in the Gothic mode. One
and-a-half-s tory brick with complex plan. Main ridge is para l
le l to Mic higa n Ave nu e with pe rpe nd ic ul ar wi ngs. Towe r 
springs fro m ground at south wes t corner and is topped with 
short fo ur-sided spire. 

MACDONALD HO US E (ca. 1875) 
318 North Ann Arbor Street 
One-and-a-h alf-story wood frame construc tion with one-sto ry 
wing at rear. L-shaped plan with main gable facing street and 
steep pitc hed dormer in seconda ry roof para ll el with s treet. 
Porch remodeled between 192 1 and 1929. 

ITALIANATE 

* ANN IN -PEOPLES HOUSE (1 863) 
2 18 Monroe Stree t 
A pure Ita lianate cube, this sophi sticated structure is the fin es t 
representation of thi s style in Saline and undoubtedl y in even a 
mu ch wide r geographical a rea. Two-a nd-a-h alf-story bri ck 
wa ll s with a wood frame hipped roof. The Belvedere capping 
the roof was removed about 1920. Five-bay with center en
trance . Matching interior c himneys a t both sides of house. 
Front po rch remode led , reducing origin al in size, but work 
done with original materials. 

*EATON-M ANCA RI HOU SE (ca. 1855) 
11 3 North Ann Arbor Street 
Also an Ita lianate cube . Two-story and a ttic wi th hipped roof. 
Three-bay with off-center entrance. O ne-story wing at south 
with gab le roof pa ra ll el to street. Size of wing increased in 
1946. Full -width entrance porch added between 1912 and 192 1 
and replaced with present porch in 1950. 

WAL LACE BLOCK (1 887) 
105-1 13 So uth Ann Arbor Street 
Two-story with masonry wa ll s. O n ground floor north bay was 
original fi re station, next one-half bay fi re tower (removed in 
193 1), nex t four bays each indi vidu al stores and south two 
bays open to each oth er. Second fl oor north bay was earl y 
town hall and south six bays were opera hOllse. 



COMMERCIAL BLOCK (ca. 1870) 
100-110 East Michigan Avenue 
Two-story with masonry walls. Six bays with grou nd floor 
shops and second floor apartments. West two bays fenestrated 
with th ree wi ndows and east four bays with two windows each 
on second floor. Cornice and second floor in original condition 
but masonry painted. Ground floor remodeled. 

BARR-ZWI ESLER HOUSE (1873) 
275 South Ann Arbor Street 
Only example ofItal ian Villa style in ci ty. Two-story L-shaped 
plan of frame construction. Tower located at intersection of 
gable roofs. One wing parallel and the other perpendicular to 
the road. Much detail , such as brackets, shutters and original 
porch have been removed. Originall y pai nted multi-colored. 

BICKFORD-MILLER HOUSE (ca. 1869) 
306 North Ann Arbor Street 
Two-story frame constructio n . Gab le roof fac ing street. 
Three-bay with off-center entrance. One-story full-width 
porch. Origi nal siding covered with s tucco early in 20th cen
tury. 

GARRISON HOUSE (ca. 1870) 
300 East Henry. Street 
Two-story with full att ic , frame construct ion. L-shaped plan 
with gables facing both Henry and Davenport Streets. One
story entrance porch at intersection of wings is of early 20th 
century detail. 

RAILROAD STATION (1870) 
East Bennett Street 
Built to serve Detroit , Hill sdale and Indiana Railroad which 
was completed to Saline in 1870. One-story frame const ruc
tion. Gable roof with ridge paralle l to tracks. Deep overhangs 
on north and south , supported wit h large, but simply articu
la ted , wood brackets. 

COMMERCIAL BLOCK (ca. 1870) 
109- 111 West Michigan Avenue 
Two-story with masonry walls. Six-and-a-half-bays with two 
shops on ground floor and center half-bay stair to second floor. 
Lodge Hall on second floor. Cornice and second floor in origi 
nal cond ition but masonry painted. Ground floor remodeled. 

COMMERC IAL BUILDING (ca. 1865) 
104 West Michigan Avenue 
Two-story wit h masonry wa ll s. One-bay wide with ground 
floor divided in three sub-bays and second floor fenes trated 
with two double windows . Bui lding facade in origi nal condi
tion except for front door and painted masonry. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (1898) 
143 East Michigan Avenue 
One-and-a-half-story brick on cut stone base . Irregular plan. 
Tower ri ses from ground at southeas t co rner to triple-arched 
louvers on each face , topped with short spire fl anked wi th 
matching miniature spires at each corner . Church is basica ll y 
Romanesque in style, but included in Italianate for conven i
ence of survey. 
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (1889) 
117 South Ann Arbor Street 
One-and-a-half-story brick and cut stone. Irregu la r plan. 
Tower rises from ground a t southwest corner with lower 
one-third in cut stone and remainder in brick . Top of tower 
contains Palladian-like openings to belfry on each face and 
is capped with a truncated pyramid roof. 

SECOND EMPIRE 

*DAVENPORT-CURTISS HOUSE (1876) 
300 East Michigan Avenue 
Built by William H. Davenport. Architect William Scott of De
troit. Two-and-half-story with att ic . Frame construction with 
high sto ne foundation. Tower and mansard , slate roof with 
dormers. Restored in 1935-37 . Changes to front porch with 
side porch added. Listed on the National Regi ster of Historic 
Places. 

*DAVENPORT-FRANK HOUSE (1873) 
302 East Henry Street 
Built by Beverly Davenport (sone of William H.). Architect 
J .J . Smith of Detroit. Two-and-a-half-story with attic. Frame 
construction with high stone foundation. Mansard roof with 
dormers . Original tower and front porch removed in 1945. 
Slate roof removed and aluminum siding installed in 1960's . 

QUEEN ANNE 

*HARPER-JANICH HOUSE (1893) 
3 19 North Ann Arbor Street 
Original owner was State Sena tor. Two-and-a-h a lf- s tor y 
frame construction. Cross-shaped plan. Complex gabled roof 
with tower. Sunburst and shingled designs in gables fac ing 
street. Eyebrow dormer in front roof at center. One- story 
porch added before 1912. 

GUTHARDT-TORRES HOUSE (1908) 
211 East Michigan Avenue 
Late transitional Queen Anne/Colonial Revival. Two-and-a
half-story frame construct ion with one-story porch. Gable
pedimented facade containing Palladian window fac ing street 
with adjacent short tower. House in original cond ition. 

WEIENETT-SHELTON HOUSE (ca. 1890) 
308 North Ann Arbor Street 
Two-story with attic. Frame construction with distinctive 
one-story side and entrance porches . T-shaped plan with main 
gable facing street. House in near-original cond ition. 

HARRIS-WESTPHAL HOUSE (190 1) 
317 East Michigan Avenue 
Transitional Queen Anne/Colonial Revival. Two-story with 
a ttic. Frame construction wit h one-story entrance porch. 
Hipped roof with front gable projection. Sty li zed broke n 
pediment contain ing a Pall adi a n-like window and Queen 
Anne decora ted gable. Hou se unch a nged from origina l 
construct ion. 

FORD-LAMBARTH HOUSE (1879) 
322 North Ann Arbor Street 
Two-story with one-and-a-half-story wing at rear . Frame con
struction. T-shaped plan with gable facing street. Di stinctive 
Queen Anne cut corners with heavy brackets supporting ped
iment. Original front entrance porch removed between 19 12 
and 192 1 and replaced after 1929. 



LAMKINS-FISCHER HOUSE (ca. 1880) 
72 15 Saline-Ann Arbor Road 
Two-story with attic. Frame construc tion. Cross-shaped pl an 
with gable facing st reet. Main gable facades have cut corners 
with de tail ed bracke ts supporting pediment. Hou se in near 
origina l condition. 

WALKER HOUSE (St. Paul United Church of Chri st, 
ca. 1885) 11 7 West McKay Street 
Two-story with one-story front po rch. Frame construc ti on. 
Rectangular pla n with two-story gabled bay a t side. Hipped 
roof with gable faci ng st reet. Porch we ll detailed. House in 
origina l cond ition. 

LUTZ-MILKEY HOUS E (1900) 
103 West He nry Street 
Transitional Queen Anne /Colo ni a l Revival. Two-story with 
att ic. Frame co nst ruction with o ne-s to ry wrap-around e n
trance po rch. Hipped roof with matching front and side gable 
project ions. Gables decorated at peak in Queen An ne style. 
Front porch we ll detailed. House in near o riginal conditi on. 

COOL-WILDE HOUSE (1 907) 
3 14 North An n Arbor Stree t 
Built for Louis Cool. Late transiti ona l Queen Anne/Colo ni al 
Revival. Two-story with atti c. Frame construction with one
story porch. Semi-broken ped ime nt wi th second floor porch 
cut out at corner. Di stinc ti ve keyhole window. 

LlND ENSCHM IDT-H ARR ISON HOUSE ( 1901) 
202 East Michigan A venue 
Transitional Queen Anne/Colo nia l Reviva l. Two-story with 
a tti c. Frame construction with distinctive one-s tory porch. 
Hipped roof with front gable project ion. Asbestos shingle cov
e ring over origi na l hou se obliterates original detail. 

WALLACE-LEMM HOUSE (ca. 1885) 
7181 North Maple Road 
Two-story frame constructi on. L-shaped plan with main gable 
facing road. Alte rations have covered much o riginal detail. 

COLONIAL REVIVAL 

'COOL-COMPTON HOUSE ( 1900) 
303 North An n Arbor Street 
Built for Cha rles Cool. Pure c lass ic house of frame construc
tion. Two-s tory with full att ic. One- sto ry full-width front 
porch . F ull c lass ic pediment at front with la rge Palladian win
dow. Side gable similar to front. House in o riginal conditi on. 

CURTI SS HO US E (ca. 19 10) 
212 South Ann Arbor Street 
Two-story w ith att ic. Frame construction with one-sto ry 
fUll-width fro nt porch. Roof ridge pe rpend icular to stree t with 
full pedime nt containing Palladian wi ndow. Built by Carl Cur
ti ss, who li ved there until moving to Davenport House . Owned 
by Presbyterian church. 

- - ---- ----_. 
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FOWLER-HOLMES (1911) 
315 East Michigan Avenue 
Two-story with attic and one-story rear wing. Frame construc
tion with one-story front porch wrapping around side. Hipped 
roof with projecting gables at front and side. Gables topped 
with broken pediment containing fan window. Di s tinctive 
keyhole window on side. 

FOUSS-ROSANDER HOUSE (ca. 1910) 
2 18 South Ann Arbor Street 
Robert Fouss, managing editor of the Saturday Evening Post 
for years , grew up in house. Two-story with a ttic. Frame 
construction with full-width one-story front porch . Hipped 
roof with dominant central dormer. House in nearly original 
condition. 

HENNE-DIETERLE HOUSE (ca. 1910) 
204 East Michigan Ave. 
Two-story fra me construction with attic. One- story front 
porch wraps around east end. Main roof ridge pa rallel to 
street. Front gable facing street has Dutch gambrel-roof 
quality. 

LUCKHARDT-ROLSTON HOUSE (ca. 1915) 
2 11 East Henry Street 
One-a nd-a-half-story frame construction. Bunga low-styl e 
Dutch ga mbrel roof and one-story front porc h. Uniqu e 
gambrel-roofed dormers with fa n decorat ion in peak. Hou se in 
original condition. 

NORMAN-TAYLOR HOUSE (ca. 1910) 
220 Monroe Street 
Transitional Colonial Revival /Queen Anne. One-and-a-half
story frame construct ion. L-shaped plan with main ridge paral
lel to street. Projecting wing has cut corners with sunburst 
decoration in peak. Front entrance in side wing has one-story 
roof with sma ll , full pediment ove r entry steps co ntaining 
matching sunbursts . 

REEVES-SIMON HOUSE (1909) 
224 Monroe Street 
Two-story frame construction. Roof ridge perpendicula r to 
street. Front facade has off-centered recessed front entrance 
porch and wide, mod ified bay supporting a pent roof a nd 
Dutch grambrel pediment. Hou se in near original cond ition. 

BUNGALOW 

"FOSDICK HOUS E (1918) 
303 East Michigan Avenue 
One-and-a-half-story frame construction. Roof ridge para lle l 
to street sweeping to enclose one-story full-width front porch 
supported by four columns. Large full-pedimented double
window dormer in roof facing st reet. Roof overhand of main 
roof and dormer decorated with large , widely spaced shallow 
classical brackets. Continuous ownership. 

UNTERKIRCHER-TESSMER HOUS E (ca. 1925) 
213 Eas t Michigan Avenue 
One-and-a-half-story frame construction . Roof ridge para lle l 
to stree t wi th large four-windowed dorm er. Main roof slopes 
uninterrupted to cover full-w id th front porch supported by 
three columns. Detail stick-sty le in character. 



WESTPHAL-BRIGGSON HOUSE (ca. 1925) 
226 South Ann Arbor Street 
One-and-a-half-story frame construction. One-sto ry full
width front proch supported by two bulky columns pulled in 
from corners to create cantilevers . Roof ridge para llel to street 
with large dormer. 

LAMB ARTH HOUSE (ca. 1925) 
213 South Ann Arbor Street 
One-and-a-half-story frame construction . Roof ridge parallel 
to street projec ting to cover full-width front porch , supported 
by two la rge , fieldstone columns. Large quadruple-window 
dormer in roof facing street. Simplified s tick-style brackets 
supporting roof overhang. Continuous ownership . 

LAM BARTH-LOCKWOOD HOU SE (ca. 1925) 
215 South AnD Arbor Street 
Lambarth built next door to his house for resale . One-and-a
half-sto ry fra me co ns truction. Roof ridge parallel to street 
with large triple-windowed dorm er. Roof covers one-story 
full-width front porch with brick base and two triple-columned 
supports. Simplified s tick-styl e bracket s supporting roof 
overhang. 

SMITH-DAVIS HOUSE (1924) 
113 West McKay Street 
O ne-a nd-a-h a lf-s tory fra me co nstructi o n. One-story full
width fro nt porch with fieldstone base and four column sup
ports. Roof ridge parallel to stree t with large dormer contain
ing door and small porch. 

VERNACULAR 

CEMETERY MAUSOLEUM (1914) 
City Cemetery at East Michigan A venu e and Monroe Street 
Bui lding opposite end of West Henry Stree t. Unique one-story 
field stone st ruc ture with space for 88 buri als. Rectangula r plan 
wi th entrance facing Monroe Street. Inscription " In Hope" 
carved in sand stone above entrance wtih heart-shaped sto ne 
on top. 

H EIM ERD INGER-SH EDD HOUSE (ca. 1870) 
110 South Ann Arbor Street 
Two-and-a-half-s to ry, built in the Federal mode with a one
story simplified Queen Anne entrance porch. Roof ridge paral
le l to s treet with two dormers. Frame construction covered 
with stucco in early 20th century. I n process of resto ration. 

HULL-TOTH HOUSE( 1870) 
3 11 North Ann Arbor Stree t 
One-and-a-half-story frame construction with out-of-period 
Greek Revival de tail s . L-shaped plan with ridge parall el to 
street , and gab le facing street. One-sto ry ent rance porch at in
tersec tion of " L". 

FORD SOYBEAN PLANT (ca. 1930) 
555 West Michigan Avenue 
Bui lt south of mill by Henry Ford for expe rimenta tions in 
processing soybeans. One-story high-bay indu strial building. 
Frame construc tion built in Greek Revival mode . Main roof 
rid ge para ll e l to hi ghway with mo nit o r roof. Ful l-h eight 
mUlti -pa ned wood windows . Presentl y owned by Welle rs . 
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"Among the villages of Michigan there is not one, 
perhaps which surpasses Saline in beauty of loca
tion, regularity of streets, or in the neatness of its 
commercial and dwelling houses. The people be
long to that class known as progressionists, who 
seize upon every opportunity to build up the inter
ests of their town. This is apparent in the number of 
business blocks which they have erected, in their 
principal school-building, in their churches, and in 
the taste displayed in the homes of the people gen
erally. The business center of the village presents 
a busy scene that bears a very favorab le contrast 
\\'ith the commercial quarters of much larger 
towns , so that it may be truly said, Saline forms 
one of the most pleasant little centers of population 
in Michigan." 

PI378 HISTORY OF WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Chas. C. Chapman & Co., 188 1. Chicago 



r - 57 A 

1- 118- I 

1-98- 1 1- 98 - 2 

1-60 

I-SA 

1- sC 

1-68 

1-5 

_ Buildings of National Importance 
1-IA-2S - Buildings of Highest Local Significance 

-, :x;'" 
Buildings of Special Value 

Buildings of Background Quality 

Groups of Preservation Values 

~ SC'lline MC'ls C'I DC'lst in Its Future 11 
Saline Historic District Commission, Saline, Michigan 

I 

I-II A 

I-IIC 

1-41 1- 43 . - 4 2 

1- ~2C 

1- 4 4 

1- :59 A 

1-!5 2 A 

1- 3 9 K 

t - 33 
t - 5 1 

1-49 

1-26 

1-31 1-28 

1- 56 

I I 

o 300 600 1200 1800 


	Output_0001
	Output_0002
	Output_0003
	Output_0004
	Output_0005
	Output_0006
	Output_0007
	Output_0008
	Output_0009
	Output_0010
	Output_0011
	Output_0012
	Output_0013
	Output_0014
	Output_0015
	Output_0016
	Output_0017
	Output_0018
	Output_0019
	Output_0020
	Output_0021
	Output_0022
	Output_0023
	Output_0024
	Output_0025
	Output_0026
	Output_0027
	Output_0028
	Output_0029
	Output_0030
	Output_0031
	Output_0032
	Output_0033
	Output_0034
	Output_0035
	Output_0036
	Output_0037
	Output_0038
	Output_0039
	Output_0040
	Output_0041
	Output_0042
	Output_0043
	Output_0044
	Output_0045
	Output_0046
	Output_0047
	Output_0048
	Output_0049
	Output_0050
	Output_0051
	Output_0052
	Output_0053
	Output_0054
	Output_0055
	Output_0056
	Output_0057

