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MARVIN SPRINGER & ASSOCIATES urban planning and area development consultants 

Honorable Mayor, City Council and 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
City of Odessa, Texas 

Gentlemen: 

June19,1972 

The accompanying Report covers two important elements of our study of Odessa and its 
environs. The first section of the Report is concerned with the Economic Base and 
Population and the second section" is related to Land Use. It became apparent as our 
studies proceeded that both elements involve some of Odessa IS most serious problems. 

West Texas experienced enormous economic and population growth during the late 
1940's and 1950 's, largely as a result of the exploration and development of petro
leum fields and the construction of processing facil ities related thereto. Odessa shared 
generously in the petroleum expansion. Petroleum is no longer an expanding factor in 
the area's economy and the future urban development of West Texas depends increas
ingly upon diversification of economic activity and the promot.ion of the area as a qual
ity place for living. Odessa appears to be strategically located and well endowed to 
become the center of trade, education and service to a changing West Texas Area. 

Despite Odessa IS location on what would be assumed to be a nearly limitless pl ain 
where no constraints on its expansion would exist, the ability of the municipality to 
expand has been seriously restricted by a number of conditions which have developed 
outside the City. Very little vacant land for new housing exists within the City Li mits 
and nearly all the area's new growth is occurring outside the City in areas which are 
inadequately served by water, sewer and other municipal facilities and services. 
Odessa cannot become a better place in which to live unless new quality, properly 
served residential areas can be added to the urban development. 

The accompanying Report documents the present status of Odessa's development and 
indicates the areas where important decisions must be made. 

406 Lakewood Tower 6220 Gaston Avenue Dallas. Texas 75214- 82~ -1751 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Odessa's beginning as a Community can be traced to the extension of the Texas and Pacific Railroad 

across the South Plains Area and to a real estate promotion originating out of Pennsylvania by the 

Odessa Land and Town Site Company. The actual platting of Odessa as a Town occurred in 1886 

and the original town site contained 300 acres making up 78 platted blocks which are generally the 

central part of the Community today. The original founders intended that Odessa be a health resort 

and educational center. Before the founding of Odessa as a real estate promotion, the vicinity was 

a rai Iroad construction campSite. Prior to the coming of the settlers, Comanche Indians I ived in the 

Region and some of the great Comanche war trails leading up from Mexico traversed the vicinity in a 

north - south direction. The horses wh ich provided the mobil ity for the Comanches came from the 

Spaniards who had explored the area of New Mexico during the 17th Century . 

While the coming of the railroad shortly after 1880 established the location of Odessa as a town site, 

there were less than 1,000 people in the entire county as late as 1920. The discovery of petroleum 

in Ector County during the 1925 - 1926 period caused rapid changes in the area, resulting in an 

increase to nearly 4,000 people in Ector County by 1930 and 15,000 by 1940. Odessa's popu

lation increase and development parallels that of Ector County of which it is the only major city. By 

any modern standards, Odessa is a young City which experienced the preponderance of its growth be

tween 1950 and 1960. Since 1960 the population has remained fairly stable. 

The development of Odessa and Ector County can be generally divided into three periodsi namely, 

(1) the early settlement and railroad development period which extended to about 1920, (2) the petro

leum boom period which extended from 1920 to 1960, and (3) the manufacturing and diversification 

period which began in 1960 and is still continuing. 

A number of factors will influence Odessa's future economic development including: 

1. The development and changes in the Region surrounding Odessa 

2. The enterprise I adaptabi I ity and ski II of the residents to take advantage of and adapt 

to changing conditions 

3. The avai labi I ity of reserves to support Odessa's petrochemical compl ex. 

The following sections of this report explore the trends and probable direction of future change. 



THE REGION 

Ector County is the confl uence of three of Texas I major land resource areas; namely I (1) The High 

Plains / (2) Trans Pecos / and (3) Edwards Plateau. The High Plains Caprock terminates at its south

ern edge in the northwestern corner of Ector County and extends north and west into New Mexico and 

The Texas Panhandle. The Trans Pecos Region extends south and southwest to EI Paso and the 

Big Bend Country / while the Edwards Plateau extends south and southeast to the Texas Hill Country 

and San Antonio . Each of the land resource regions which meet in Ector County tend to have a num

ber of factors in common / such as short grasses / sparse and usually scrubby tree growth and limited 

annual rainfall. Each of the Regions have significant forms of agriculture ranging from wheat/ cotton 

and grain sorghum farming to cattle/ goat and sheep ranching. Except for a few large ranches / there 

is only li mited agriculture in Ector County. 

The land surface in Ector County in the vicinity of Odessa is a relatively level/ undulating plain/ 

cut by one major drainage system/ Monahans Draw. A number of playa lakes ex ist in the northern 

part of the County. Sharp topographic breaks occur in the northwestern part of the County where the 

Caprock outcrops. The topography also becomes rougher in the southern part of the County at the rim 

of the Edward s Plateau. Where a drainage system has developed / such as with Monahans Draw / 

periods of heavy precipitation create substantial runoff resulting in flash f lood conditions. The playa 

lake areas also act as sumps collecting large volumes of water; a condition which must be recognized 

in urban development. 

The climate of Ector County can be described as semi-arid. The annual rainfall averages about 16 

inches but varies widely from year to year . Most of the rainfall occurs between April and October 

and the winter months are traditionally quite dry; averaging less than an inch of rain per month. The 

semi-arid cli mate is generally comfortable particularly in the evening and at nighttime. With irr igation/ 

trees/ shrubbery / lawns and flowers grow luxuriantly in the Odessa Area. Where irrigation does not 

exist/ such as outside the City / the land surface is usually covered with low growing mesquite/ some 

grass and other prairie and desert type herbaceous growth. The concentration of trees and other 

plant life in the City where water is available tends to give the City an oasis-like atmosphere. 
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In recent years the subsurface geology, rather than the surface physiography, has provided the great 

stimulus for Odessa's development and the creation of much of its industry. The geologic history of 

Ector County and all of West Texas is quite complex. Deeply buried in the series of complex over-

burden strata are marine formations known as the Permian strata. From the broad Permian Basin has 

come the petroleum and natural gas resources to feed the large petrochemical complex which is so sig-

nificant a part of Odessa's economy as it is of the entire Region which surrounds Odessa. 

The geographic relationship of Odessa to other West Texas urban areas is shown by Plate 1 which 

covers eight counties generally surrounding Ector County. 

TABLE 1 

POPULATION COMPARISON 

ECTOR COUNTY AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

1920 - 1970 

County 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 

Ector 760 3,958 15,051 42,102 90,995 91,805 
Midland 2,448 8,005 11,721 25,785 67,717 65,433 
Andrews 350 736 1,277 5,002 13,450 10,372 
Winkler 81 6,784 6,141 10,064 13,652 9,640 
Ward 2,615 4,599 9,575 13,346 14,917 13,019 
Crane 37 2,221 2,841 3,965 4,699 4,172 
Upton 253 5,968 4,297 5,307 6,239 4,697 
Martin 1,146 5,785 5,556 5,541 5,068 4,774 

Total 7,690 38,056 56,459 111,112 216,737 203,912 

Source: U. S. Census 

The combined eight county area shown by Table 1 approximately doubled in population between 1940 

and 1950 and repeated the growth performance again between 1950 and 1960, resulting in a gain 

from 111,112 persons to 216,737 persons by 1960 . Between 1960 and 1970, all of the coun-

ties except Ector County experienced some decrease in population. 

The population changes reflected by Table 1 follow closely the trends in petroleum exploration and 

field development, particularly those of the Permian Basin Area. The generally stable condition of 

the petroleum industry over the past decade has slowed the growth of the Odessa Region and consoli-

dation of petroleum operations has caused a decrease in the populatioll, particularly in the smaller 

communities which were directly related to petroleum production . 
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THE AREA PEOPLE 

By any standard, Odessa is a young City as it experienced the preponderance of its growth and de-

velopment since the late 1940' s. In 1950 Odessa contained a population of 29,495 and the 

County had a total of 42,102 persons. By 1960 Odessa's population was 80,338 and Ector 

County contained 90,995 persons. Between 1960 and 1970, Odessa's population remained fairly 

stable though a sl ight numerical decrease occurred whi Ie the County had a sl ight gain (See Table 2) . 

Year 

1930 
1940 
1950 
1960 
19 7 0 

Source: U • S . Census 

TABLE 2 

POPULATION COMPARISON 

CITY OF ODESSA AND ECTOR COUNTY 

Odessa 

2,407 
9,573 

29,495 
80 , 338 
78,380 

Population 
Ector County 

3,958 
15,051 
42,102 
90,995 
91,805 

Odessa Population 
as Percent of 
Ector County 

60 .8 
63.6 
70.0 
88.2 
85.3 

Since 1960 Odessa has tended to represent a decreasing percentage of the Countyl s population de-

spite a substant ial decrease in such County Communities as Goldsmith and Notrees. 

The basis of population change in any area is found in the natural increase (births less deaths) and 

in the migration gain or loss. Between 1960 and 1970, Odessa had a total of 13,548 more births 

than deaths and Ector County experienced a total gain of 15,657 persons from the same source. In-

asmuch as the City actually experienced a net decrease in population between 1960 and 1970 de-

spite the substantial natural increase, it is indicated that there was a net migrat ion loss of 15 , 506 

persons from the City while the County's net migration loss was 14,847 between 1960 and 1970. 

Reference to Table 3 will show the basis for computing the annual natural increase for both the City 

and County. Table 3 also indicates two trends which are worthy of notej namely, the trend in annual 

births and in annual deaths. 
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It is likely that there will be a continued decline in some of the smaller communities, but the shifts 

in population and activity should tend to increase Odessa's significance as a center of the Region and 

to concentrate the area's trade and employment into the two larger Cities of Odessa and Midland. At 

the present time, Odessa appears to have an advantage over Midland both in trade and employment. 

Higher education and medical services are also being expanded in Odessa to further enhance the City's 

regi onal dominance. 

Odessa's future will be closely related to its ability to become the center of the Region and to domi

nate it in trade, entertainment, education, employment, health services and as a quality place in 

which to live. 

The major highway system shown on Plate 1 makes Odessa a crossroads Community with good access 

both north-south and east-west. One of the Nation's primary Interstate Highways (JH 20) will con

nect Odessa with some of the most important urban centers in the N ati on. 

T he tendency for Ector County and Odessa to become the center of urban service to the Region is 

illustrated by Plate 2, which shows the nature of population change in the State of Texas by counties 

between 1960 and 1970. Ector County is the only County along the Interstate Highway 20 axis 

from t he Pecos River to the vicinity of Fort Worth that showed a significant population increase. 

The major population gains between 1960 and 1970 in Texas occurred in three regional areas; namely, 

(1) The Dall as-Fort Worth Region, (2) The San Antonio-Austin Region, and (3) The Houston

Beaumont Region. Relatively few counties in all of West Texas had population gains in the 1960-

7 0 decade but Ector County was one of the few. 

It i s likely that there will be continued population shifts throughout the State and the Odessa Region. 

Odessa has the opportunity to attract development and become the center of the changing West Texas 

Area. The decisions of Odessa's residents, more than any other factor, will determine the Commu

nity's future potential. 
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BIRTHS - The actual number of births in both Odessa and Ector County have been generally decreasing 

since 1960 though a slight increase has occurred recently from the 1968 low. There were 665 few

er bi rths in Odessa in 1970 than occurred in 1960. In the County the births in 1970 were down 

690 from the 1960 figure of 2,566. 

The downward trend in the number of births annually is a reflection of a State and National trend of a 

drastically decreasing birth rate. The decrease in the number of births in Odessa and Ector County 

is very modest as compared with the decl ine found in most areas for the same period. It should be 

recognized that henceforth the birth rate is likely to remain at a lower level than prevailed in the 

1950' s and that no significant increase in births is likely in the area. 

DEATHS - While the number of births has been declining the number of deaths in the area has ex

perienced a moderate increase (See Table 3). Like the birth trends the annual number of deaths in 

Odessa has changed only moderately but in the opposite direction. Evaluation of the data on births 

and deaths as reflected by Table 3 would lead to the conclusion that Odessa and Ector County has a 

comparati vely youthful population but it is tending to experience an increased aging. 

The trend of natural population increase in Midland and Midland County is shown by Table 4 to pro

vide a basis of comparison with Odessa and Ector County. The annual number of births over deaths 

in Midland and Midland County in 1970 was less than one-half the annual difference in 1960. 

Additional comparisons are made by Tables 5 and 6 with the births and deaths of Negroes as compared 

with total births and deaths in Odessa and Midland and in Midland and Ector Counties. Negro births 

in Midland and Midland County have tended to represent an increasing percentage of the total bi rths, 

wh il e in Odessa and Ector County the percentage of Negro births to total births has remained nearl y 

stable in recent years with even some tendency for a sl ight decl ine. It can be concluded that the 

Negro population in Odessa and Ector County has a natural increase rate very comparable with that 

of the Non- Black population. Inasmuch as there is a strong tendency in recent years for the Negro 

birth rate in urban areas to react in a manner similar to the White birth rate, it is likely that the Negro 

population will remain in a fairly stable relationship in Odessa and Ector County to that of the White 

population. 
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TABLE 3 

NATURAL POPULATION INCREASE 

CITY OF ODESSA AND ECTOR COUNTY 

City of Odessa 

Year Births Deaths Natural Increase 

1956 2,232 321 1,911 
1957 2,351 343 2,008 
1958 2,327 338 1,989 
1959 2,414 350 2,064 
1960 2,418 414 2,004 
1961 2,255 361 1,894 
1962 2,138 410 1,728 
1963 1,976 395 1,581 
1964 1,881 423 1,458 
1965 1,695 491 1,204 
1966 1,782 434 1,348 
1967 1,596 425 1,171 
1968 1,540 476 1,064 
1969 1,660 500 1 , 160 
1970 1,753 480 1,273 

Total 30,018 6,161 23,857 

Ector County 

Year Births Deaths Natural Increase 

1956 2,342 342 2,000 
1957 2,460 361 2,099 
1958 2,436 356 2,080 
1959 2,584 364 2,220 
1960 2,566 438 2,128 
1961 2,398 382 2,016 
1962 2,326 445 1,881 
1963 2,115 427 1,688 
1964 2,005 440 1,565 
1965 1,800 517 1,283 
1966 1,868 454 1,414 
1967 1,735 463 1,272 
1968 1,662 504 1,158 
1969 1,795 543 1,252 
1970 1,876 524 1,352 

Total 31,968 6,560 25,408 

Source: Vital Statistics - Texas State Health Department 
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TABLE 4 

NATURAL POPULATION INCREASE 

CITY OF MIDLAND AND MIDLAND COUNTY 

City of Midland 

Year Births Deaths Natural Increase 

1956 1,554 209 1,345 
1957 1,746 247 1,307 
1958 1,684 261 1,423 
1959 1,713 229 1,484 
1960 1,725 275 1,450 
1961 1,604 277 1,327 
1962 1,538 303 1,235 
1963 1,405 295 1,110 
1964 1,314 310 1,004 
1965 1,161 313 848 
1966 1,095 339 756 
1967 1,038 293 745 
1968 1,044 343 701 
1969 996 339 657 
1970 1,026 385 641 

Total 20,643 4,418 16,225 

Midland County 

Year Births Deaths Natural Increase 

1956 1,677 234 1,443 
1957 1,861 273 1,588 
1958 1,791 269 1,522 
1959 1,816 247 1,569 
1960 1,800 293 1,507 
1961 1,687 302 1,385 
1962 1,601 324 1,277 
1963 1,473 315 1,158 
1964 1,382 338 1,044 
1965 1,232 333 899 
1966 1,154 367 787 
1967 1,111 316 795 
1968 1,102 372 730 
1969 1,065 370 695 
1970 1,094 402 692 

Total 21,846 4,755 17,091 

Source: Vital Statistics - Texas State Health Department 
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TABLE 5 

NEGRO BIRTHS COMPARED WITH TOTAL BIRTHS 

CITY OF ODESSA AND ECTOR COUNTY 

Odessa Odessa Percent Ector County Ector County Percent 
Year Births Negro Births of City Births Negro Births of County 

1956 2,232 134 6.0 2,342 135 5.8 
1957 2,351 150 6.4 2,460 150 6.1 
1958 2,327 119 5.1 2,436 119 4.9 
1959 2,414 146 6.0 2,584 146 5.7 
1960 2,418 173 7.2 2,566 173 6.7 
1961 2,255 159 7.1 2,398 159 6.6 
1962 2,138 167 7.8 2,326 167 7.2 
1963 1,976 162 8.2 2,115 162 7.7 
1964 1,881 145 7.7 2,005 145 7.2 
1965 1,695 145 8.6 1,800 145 8.1 
1966 1,782 132 7.4 1,868 132 7 .1 
1967 1,596 131 8.2 1,735 131 7.6 
1968 1,540 131 8.5 1,662 133 8.0 
1969 1,660 131 7.9 1,795 131 7.2 
1970 1,753 125 7.1 1,876 125 6.6 

Total 30,018 2,150 7.2 31,968 2,153 6.7 

Source: Vital Statistics - Texas State Department of Health 

NEGRO DEATHS COMPARED WITH TOTAL DEATHS 

CITY OF ODESSA AND ECTOR COUNTY 

Odessa Odessa Percent Ector County Ector County Percent 
Year Deaths Negro Deaths of City Deaths Negro Deaths of County 

1956 321 23 7.2 342 23 6.7 
1957 343 27 7.9 361 27 7.5 
1958 338 19 5.6 356 19 5 .3 
1959 350 28 8.0 364 28 7.7 
1960 414 36 8.7 438 36 8.2 
1961 361 27 7 .5 382 28 7.3 
1962 410 32 7.8 445 32 7.2 
1963 395 ,38 9.6 427 38 8.9 
1964 423 34 8.0 440 34 7.7 
1965 591 45 9.2 517 46 ' 8.9 
1966 434 44 10.1 454 44 9.7 
1967 425 36 8.5 463 37 8.0 
1968 476 39 8.2 504 39 7.7 
1969 500 37 7.4 543 37 6.8 
1970 480 48 10.0 524 48 9.2 

Total 6,261 513 8.2 6,560 516 7.8 

Source: Vital Statistics - Texas State Department of Health 
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TABLE 6 

NEGRO BIRTHS COMPARED WITH TOTAL BIRTHS 

CITY OF MIDLAND AND MIDLAND COUNTY 

Midland Midland Percent Midland County Midland County Percent 
Year Births Negro Births of City Births Negro Births of County 

1956 1,554 157 10.1 1,677 160 9.5 
1957 1,746 186 10.6 1,861 186 9.9 
1958 1,684 170 10.0 1,791 172 9.6 
1959 1,713 184 10.7 1,816 185 10.1 
1960 1,725 171 9.9 1,800 174 9.6 
1961 1,604 176 10.9 1,687 178 10.5 
1962 1,538 196 12.7 1,601 196 12.2 
1963 1,405 187 13.3 1,473 187 12.6 
1964 1,314 175 13.3 1,382 175 12.6 
1965 1,161 143 12.3 1,232 143 11.6 
1966 1,095 154 14.0 1,154 155 13.4 
1967 1,038 149 14.3 1,111 149 13.4 
1968 1,044 164 15.7 1,102 164 14.8 
1969 996 145 14.5 370 42 11.3 
1970 1,026 154 15.0 1,094 154 14.0 

Total 20,643 2,511 12.1 21,151 2,420 11.4 

Source: Vital Statistics - Texas State Department of Health 

NEGRO DEATHS COMPARED WITH TOTAL DEATHS 

CITY OF MIDLAND AND MIDLAND COUNTY 

Midland Midland Percent Midland County Midland County Percent 
Year Deaths Negro Deaths of City Deaths Negro Deaths of County 

1956 209 33 15.8 234 33 14.1 
1957 247 30 12.1 273 30 10.9 
1958 261 49 18.7 269 49 18.2 
1959 229 32 13.9 247 35 14.1 
1960 275 39 14.2 293 39 13.3 
1961 277 45 16.2 302 45 14.9 
1962 303 57 18.8 324 57 17.6 
1963 295 52 17.6 315 52 16.5 
1964 310 36 11.6 302 36 11.9 
1965 313 43 13.7 333 43 12.9 
1966 339 51 15.0 367 51 13.9 
1967 293 55 18.7 316 56 17.7 
1968 343 65 18.9 372 65 17.4 
1969 339 42 12.4 370 42 11.3 
1970 385 53 13.7 402 54 13.4 

Total 4,418 682 15.4 4,719 687 14.6 

Source: Vital Statistics - Texas State Department of Health 
:" 

12 



AGE COMPOSITION - The changes which have occurred in the Age Composition of the Odessa pop

ulation since 1950 is shown by Table 7. 

Between 1950 and 1960 there was a large in-migration of persons in the Prime Labor Force Age 

Group. The addition of over 14,000 persons in the 25 to 45 age bracket during the 1950 - 1960 

period drastically changed Odessa. The gain the Youth Group during the same period is directly re

lated to the high birth rate of the period and the in-migration of many families in the child bearing 

age bracket. 

Since 1960 there has been a change in the Age Composition resulting in fewer Youth and fewer in the 

Prime Labor Force. The shifting Age Composition is being reflected in the smaller number of births 

annually and in some increase in the number of deaths. The increase in the number of aged is also 

directly reflected in the number of deaths recorded annually. The number of persons over 65 years 

of age doubled during the past decade . 

The shifting Age Composition will tend to slow the natural increase rate in Odessa and Ector County. 

It is possible, however, that the University of Texas of the Permian Basin will attract a substantial 

group of youthful res idents and tend to offset the aging trend wh ich presently prevai Is. It is, however, 

doubtful that the University will cause a significant change in the number of annual births in Odessa, 

but it should cause a more youthful Age Composition than would otherwise exist and contribute sig

nificantly, both directly and indirectly, to the in-migration. 

It is apparent that Odessa and Ector County are confronted, as most other areas are, by a decline in 

the rate of natural increase and that population gain will be increasingly dependent upon the attrac

tion to the area of new residents who come for economic reasons. 

The trend in the change in the Age Composition in Ector County is shown by Table 8 from 1960 to 

1970. The trend in the County is very similar to the City inasmuch as the City is such a major part 

of the County. 

A comparison of the Age Composition change in Midland County with that of Ector County can be 
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TABLE 7 

CHANGES IN AGE COMPOSITION, 1950,1960, 1970 

CITY OF ODESSA 

1950 1960 1970 
Percent Percent Percent 

Age Group Number of Total Number of Total Number of Total 

Young (0-14 Years) 

Under 5 3,749 12.7 11,377 14.2 7,209 9.2 
5- 9 2,697 9.2 10,434 13.0 8,681 11.1 

10-14 2,129 7.2 8,149 10.1 9,011 11.5 -- --
Sub-Total 8,575 29.1 29,960 37.3 24,901 31.8 

High School, College 
New Familx (15-24) 

15-19 2,033 6.9 5,582 7.0 8,033 10.3 
20-24 2,927 9.9 5,452 6.8 5,628 7.2 

Sub-Total 4,960 16 .8 11,034 13.8 13,661 17.5 

Pri me Labor Force 
( 25-44) 

25-34 6,245 21.2 13,988 17.4 10,504 13.4 
35-44 5,156 17.4 11,565 14.4 10,698 13.7 

Sub-Total 11,401 38.6 25,553 31.8 21,202 27.1 

Older Labor Force 
( 45-64) 

45-54 2,847 9 .7 8,022 10.0 8,969 11. 4 
55-59 711 2.4 2,377 3.0 3,411 4.3 
60-64 417 1.4 1,409 1.7 2,492 3.2 

Sub-Total 3,975 13.5 11 ,8 08 14.7 14,872 18 .9 

Elderlx (65 and Over) 

65-74 419 1.4 1,400 1.7 2,625 3.3 
75 and Over 165 0.6 533 0.7 1,115 1.4 

Sub-Total 584 2.0 1,933 2.4 3,730 4 .7 

Total 29,495 100.0 80,288 100.0 78,366 100.0 

S Duree: U. S. Census 

14 



TABLE 8 

CHANGES IN AGE COMPOSITION, 1960 - 1970 

ECTOR COUNTY 

1960 1970 
Percent Percent 

Age Group Number of Total Number of Total 

Young (0-14) 

Under 5 12,884 14.2 8,335 9.1 
5-9 11,950 13.1 10,219 11.1 
10-14 9,337 10.3 10,698 11.7 

Sub-Total 34,171 37.6 29,252 31.9 

High School, College 
New Family (15-24) 

15-19 6,295 6.9 9,475 10.3 
20-24 6,081 6.7 6,372 6.9 

Sub-Total 12,376 13.6 15,847 17 .2 

Pri me Labor Force 
( 25-44) 

25-34 15,787 17.3 12,218 13.3 
35-44 12,991 14.3 12,660 13.8 

Sub-Total 28,778 31.6 24,878 27.1 

Older Labor Force 
( 45-64) 

45-54 9,119 10.0 10,524 11.5 
55-59 2,734 3.0 4,041 4.4 
60-64 1,615 1.8 2,972 3.2 

Sub-Total 13,468 14.8 17,537 19.1 

Elderl:[ (65 and Over) 

65-74 1,597 1.7 3,008 3.3 
75 and Over 605 0.7 1,283 1.4 

Sub-Total 2,202 2.4 4,291 4.7 

Total 90,995 100.0 91,805 100 .0 

Source: U . S. Census 
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TABLE 8 

CHANGES IN AGE COMPOSITION, 1960 - 1970 

ECTOR COUNTY 

1960 1970 
Percent Percent 

Age Group Nu mber of Total Number of Tota l 

Young (0- 14) 

Under 5 12,884 14.2 8,335 9.1 
5-9 11,950 13.1 10,219 11.1 
10-1 4 9,337 10.3 10,698 11.7 

Sub-Total 34,171 37.6 29,252 31.9 

High School, College 
New Famil;t (15- 24) 

15-19 6,295 6.9 9,475 10 .3 
20-24 6,081 6.7 6,372 6.9 

Sub-Total 12,376 13.6 15,847 17 . 2 

Pri me Labor Force 
( 25-44) 

25- 34 15 , 787 17 .3 12,218 13 .3 
35-44 12,991 14.3 12,660 13.8 

Sub-Total 28 , 77 8 31.6 24,878 27 .1 

Older Labor Force 
( 45-64) 

45-54 9,119 10.0 10,524 11.5 
55-59 2,734 3.0 4,041 4.4 
60-64 1,615 1.8 2,972 3.2 

Sub-Total 13,468 14 .8 17,537 19.1 

E Iderl:t ( 65 and Over) 

65- 74 1, 597 1.7 3,008 3 .3 
75 and Over 605 0.7 1,283 1. 4 

Sub-Total 2,202 2.4 4,291 4 .7 

Total 90,995 100.0 91, 8 05 100 .0 

Source: U . S . Census 
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TABLE 9 

CHANGES IN AGE COMPOSITION 

MIDLAND COUNTY - 1960 AND 1970 

1960 1970 
Percent Percent 

You ng ( 0-14) Number of Total Number of Total 

Under 5 9,789 14 .5 5,467 8.4 
5 - 9 9,106 13.4 7,277 11.1 

10 - 14 6,700 9.9 8,169 12 .5 

Sub- Total 25,595 37.8 20,913 32 .0 

High Sch ool, College 
New Fami l:t (15- 24) 

15 - 19 4,208 6.2 6,718 10 . 2 
20 - 24 4,070 6.0 3 , 57 8 5.5 

Sub-Total 8,278 12 . 2 10,296 15.7 

Pri me Labor Force 
( 25-44) 

25 - 34 12 , 182 18.0 7 ,886 12.1 
3 5 - 44 10,035 14 .8 9, 82 2 15.0 

Sub-Total 22,217 32. 8 17,708 27 . 1 

Older Labor Force 
(45-64) 

45 - 54 6,399 9 .5 8 ,029 12.3 
55 - 59 2,106 3.1 2,920 4.5 
60 - 64 1,225 1.8 2,157 3.2 

Sub-Total 9,730 14.4 13,106 20 .0 

E Iderl:t (65 and Over) 

65 - 74 1, 317 1.9 2,29 4 3 .5 
75 and Over 58 0 .9 1,116 1.7 

Sub-Total 1,897 2.8 3,410 5 .2 

Total 67,717 100.0 65,433 100 .0 

Source : U . S. Census 
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made by comparing Tables 8 and 9. The Prime Labor Force Group in both Counties appears to re-

flect an identical trend. The combined Youth and High School - College Groups in Ector County 

represent a slightly higher percentage of the total population than they do in Midland County. 

The trends reflected by Tables 7 and 8 indicate that there will be somewhat fewer school children in 

Odessa and Ector County in the future and that an increase in the number of persons over 65 years 

can be expected. The changes indicated will alter the demand for school space and wi II increase the 

requirements for housing, services and recreational facilities for the elderly. 

FAMILY SIZE - The change in family size in Odessa over the past period from 1960 to 1970 is 

shown by the following tabulation of housing occupancy. 

CHANGES IN HOUSING OCCUPANCY 

CITY OF ODESSA 

1960 

Number of Units 26,034 
Occupied Units 22,935 

Owner Occupied 15,675 
Renter Occupied 7,260 

Persons per Occupied 
3.5 Dwell ing Unit 

Owner Occupied 
Renter Occupied 

1970 

26,148 
23,707 
16,999 
6,708 

3.3 

3.4 
2.9 

The average household size found in Odessa and Ector County is actually higher than is found in most 

urban areas. It can be expected that the average household size will continue to reduce in the future 

as a result of fewer children but more family units. As the High School and College Age Group, which 

represents a significant percentage of Odessa' s population, marry and form famil ies a substantial rise 

in the number of family units will occur. The trend toward more families is already under way and can 

be expected to increase for the next 5 to 10 years. 

The increase in the number of families which will also be accompanied by a large number of working 

wives will produce a future need for more housing and more employment to support the same population. 

EDUCATIONAL STATUS -The trend in the educational level of the population, as reflected by the 
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median year of school completed, is a general indication of the skill and capacity of the residents . 

The following tabulation compares the educational status of Odessa's residents for 1950 and 1960. 

The educational data has not been made available from the 1970 Census. There was a significant 

gain in the educational attainment of Odessa's population at all levels between 1950 and 1960 as 

shown by the following tabulations. 

NUMBER OF SCHOOL YEARS COMPLETED 

25 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER - 1950, 1960 

CITY OF ODESSA 

1950 
Percent 

Years of School Completed Number of Total 

No School Years Completed 125 0.8 
Elementar;t School 

1-4 635 4.3 
5 - 8 3,760 25.4 

High School 

1-3 4,695 31.7 
4 2,790 18.8 

College 

1-3 1,670 11.4 
4 or More 1,120 7 .6 

Total 14,795 100.0 

Median Year School Completed 10.8* 

* Average of the median school years completed for male and female 

1960 
Percent 

Number of Total 

674 1.8 

1,907 4.8 
8,738 22.2 

9,658 24.5 
10,721 27.3 

4,449 11.3 
3,198 8.1 

39,345 100.0 

11.6* 

The median year of school completed rose from 10.8 to 11.6 between 1950 and 1960. It is es-

timated that by 1970 the median year of school completed increased to slightly over 12 years. The 

opening of the University of Texas of the Permian Basin should significantly increase the educational 

attainment of many of the area's residents. 

Comparison made with the median year of school completed, as of 1960, in a selected group of other 

Texas Cities shows the following: 
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City 

Odessa 
Fort Worth 
Dallas 
Wichita Falls 

Median Year 

11.6 
11.2 
11.5 
11.3 

In contrast, some University Communities such as Denton with 12.3, Arlington with 12.3 and 

Lubbock with 12.0 indicate the influence of major institutions of higher learning on the average ed-

ucational level of the residents. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Odessa's employment sources must be considered to include at a minimum all of Ector County and 

Midland County. The trend in employment in Ector County from 1950 to 1970 is shown by Table 10. 

TABLE 10 

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY GROU P 

ECTOR COUNTY - 1950, 1960 AND 1970 

1950 1960 1970 
Number of Percent Number of Percent Number of Percent 

Manufacturing Employees of Total Employees of Total Employees of Total 

Durable Goods 533 3.5 1 ,107 3.3 1,480 4.0 
Nondurable Goods 487 3.0 1,993 6.0 2,565 7.0 

Sub-Total 1,020 6.5 3,100 9.3 4,045 11.0 

Nonmanufacturing 

Wholesale and Retail Trade 3,557 22.6 7,928 23.8 8,255 22.7 
Transportation, Communicati ons and 1,314 8.3 2 ,441 7.3 1,480 4.1 

Uti I itie,s 
Finance , Insurance and Real Estate 376 2.4 1,224 3.7 1,495 4.1 
Service and Government 2,892 18.4 8,367 25.1 8,295 22.8 
Construction 1,957 12.4 3,436 10.3 4,015 11 .0 
Agriculture and Mining 4,389 27.9 5 , 704 17 .2 6,585 18.1 

Sub-Total 14,485 92.0 29,100 87.4 30,125 82.8 

Industry Not Reported 243 1.5 1,106 3 .3 2,270(1) 6.2 

Total Employed 15,748 100 .0 33,306 100.0 36,440 100.0 

(1) All Other Nonagricultural Employment 

Source: U . S . Census and 1970 Estimated by Texas Employment Commission 

While the employment in Ector County more than doubled between 1950 and 1960 the gain in 
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employment between 1960 and 1970 was substantially less than that of the earlier decade. Signif-

icant employment gains occurred between 1960 and 1970 in Manufacturing, Construction and Min-

ing (oil production), Finance and Real Estate and Wholesale and Retail Trade. Some decline in 

employment occurred in the Transportation and Service Categories and the decrease is considered 

related largely to changes in the petroleum industry and its demands. 

Despite the slower growth of employment in Ector County between 1960 and 1970, the actual em-

ployment gain was about three times as great as the gain in population. The difference between new 

employment and population results from the fact that changing population composition has smaller 

fami Iy units and a requirement for more employment to serve the same number of people. 

The employment trends in Midland County are shown by Table 11. Comparison with Table 10 for 

Ector County shows several differences. 

TABLE 11 

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY GROU P 

MIDLAND COUNTY - 1950, 1960 AND 1970 

1950 1960 
Number of Percent Number of Percent 

Manufacturing Employees of Total Employees of Total 

Durable Goods 178 1.6 448 1.7 
Nondurable Goods 270 2.4 728 2.9 

Sub-Total 448 4 .0 1,176 4.6 

Nonmanufacturing 

Wholesale and Retail Trade 1,956 17.3 3,988 15.8 
Transportation, Communications and 735 6.5 1,775 7.1 

Utilities 
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 364 3.2 1,221 4.9 
Service and Government 2,328 20.6 7,126 28.4 
Construction 1,461 12.9 2,337 9.3 
Agriculture and Mining 3,865 34.2 6,603 26.3 

Sub-Total 10,709 94.7 23,050 91.8 

Industry Not Reported 144 1.3 905 3 .6 

Total Employed 11,301 100.0 25,131 100.0 

(1) All Other Nonagricultural Employment 

Source: U. S. Census and 1970 Estimated by Texas Employment Commission 

1970 
Number of Percent 
Employees of Total 

750 5 . 1 
290 1.1 

1,040 6.2 

5,900 22.7 
1,755 7.1 

1,175 4 .7 
4,305 17.3 
1,085 4.3 
7,705 31.0 

21,925 87.1 

1,855(1) 7 .4 

24,820 100.0 
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Whi Ie Ector County experienced a gain in manufacturing employment, Midland County lost manufac-

turing employment. Important empl oyment losses were also recorded in the F inance and Insurance, 

Services and Construction Categories in Midland County between 1960 and 1970. The largest 

employment gain for Midland County was in the Wholesale and Retail Trade Category. Such a gain 

is considered significant as the category is one that Odessa has dominated and still does in the area. 

In contrast to the gain of 3,134 jobs in Ector County between 1960 and 1970, Midland County had 

a loss of 311 jobs. The difference in job performance is considered to reflect the basic difference 

in the economic base of the two adjacent Counties. 

The change in the relationship of employment to the population in Ector County is important to note. 

In 1950 when Odessa was expanding rapidly, Ector County had 2.67 residents for each job. In 

1960, mainly as a result of larger families, there was 3 .33 persons for each employee in the 

County. By 1970, the ratio of residents to employment had decreased to 2.51 residents for each 

employee . It can be anticipated that the relationship of residents to employees will continue to de-

crease in the future. 

INCOME 

The trend in family income in Odessa since 1950 is shown by Table 12. Reference to the med ian 

income change reflects the substantial upward trend in fami Iy income. 

TABLE 12 

TREND IN FAMILY INCOME - 1950,1960 AND 1970 

CITY OF ODESSA 

19 5 0 1960 1970 "· 
Percent Percent Percent 

I tlCQll l(' N UllIber of Tota l NlIl1luer of Total NlII1luer of Total 

Under 5 1 , 000 395 5.4 775 3 .8 427 1. 8 
5 1 ,000 to 51 ,999 520 7 . 2 8 22 4.0 474 2.0 
5 2,000 to 5 2 ,999 925 12.7 1 , 217 5 .9 68 7 2 .9 
5 3,000 to 5 3,999 1,540 2 1. 2 1 , 79 1 8.7 8 29 3.5 
$ 4,000 to $ 4,999 1 , 405 19. 3 2 , 068 10 . 1 1,35 1 5.7 
$ 5,000 to 5 5 ,999 925 12 .9 2,946 14.4 2,963 12 .5 
$ 6,00 0 to $ 6,999 57 5 7 .9 2,987 14.6 3 , 3 18 14.0 
$ 7,00 0 to 5 9 , 999 6 10 8. 5 4, 752 23.2 5 , 78 3 24.4 
$ 10 , 000 ,11HI O V(" 370 5 . 1 3, 132 15.3 7,868 33.2 

Tat,, 1 7 , 265 100. 0 20,490 100.0 23,700 100 .0 

Mcdi.lll I IICOIII<.' 54, 136 $6,2 10 $9, 100 

Source: U .S. Ceusus 

. 1970 E sti"'~te hy M~rvin Springer ~ nd A ssociates 
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There has been a distinct shift from the lower income brackets into the higher brackets in recent years. 

In 1950, the median family income in Odessa was $4,186 and by 1960 it rose to $6,210. In 

1970, the median family income in Odessa is estimated to be $9,100. While the rise in income 

was influenced by an inflationary trend, a substantial amount of the change was a real gain. 

The change in income for Ector County has followed the trend in Odessa as is indicated by Table 13. 

TABLE 13 

TREND IN FAMILY INCOME - 1950, 1960 AND 1970 

ECTOR COUNTY 

1950 1960 1970 * 
Percent Percent Percent 

Income Number of Total Number of Total Number of Total 

Under $ 1, 000 645 6.4 891 3.8 488 1.8 
$ 1 , 00 0 to $ 1, 999 795 7.9 990 4.3 623 2.3 
$ 2,000 to $ 2,999 1,485 14.5 1,424 6.1 840 3.1 
$ 3,000 to $ 3,999 2,295 22.7 2,022 8.7 976 3.6 
$ 4,000 to $ 4,999 1,945 19.2 2,373 10.2 1,626 6.0 
$ 5,000 to $ 5,999 1,185 11.8 3,471 15.0 3,252 12.0 
$ 6,000 to $ 6,999 665 6.7 3,352 14.4 3,794 14.0 
$ 7,000 to $ 9,999 695 6 .9 5,288 22 .8 6,558 24 . 2 
$ 10,000 and Over 395 3.9 3,392 14.7 8,943 33 . 0 

Total 10,105 100.0 23,203 100.0 27,100 100.0 

Median Income $3,933 $6,1 28 $9,000 

Source: U. S. Census 

* 1970 Estimate by Marvin Springer and Associates 

The National Planning Association has estimated a continued rise in the average household income 

in the Nation to over $12,000 by 1985. When an inflation factor is added to the estimate, the 

average household income in the Nati on could reach $15,000 by 1985 or 1990. By 1980, it is 

estimated that the median family income in Odessa and Ector County will reach $12,000 and by 

1990 it will be in the range of $15,000. 

HOUSING VALUE 

Another indication of the change in income levels in Odessa is found in the change in value of housing 
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and monthly rent as reported by the U . S. Census. Table 14 shows the shift in housing value be-

tween 1960 and 1970 in Odessa. 

TABLE 14 

OWNER OCCUPIED DWELLING UNITS BY VALUE 

CITY OF ODESSA 

1960 
Value Number Percent Number 

Less Than $5,000 1,578 11.0 1,799 
$5,000 to $9,999 4,758 33.1 5,065 
$10 ,000 to $14,999 5,510 38.2 5,049 
$15,000 to $19,999 1,556 10.8 2,324 
$20,000 to $24,999 509 3.5 1,011 
$25,000 to $34,999 311 2.2 665 
$35,000 or More 182 1.2 301 

Total 14,404 100.0 16,214 

Median 1960 - $10,700 

Median 1970 - $11,200 

Source: U. S. Census 

1970 
Percent 

11.1 
31.3 
31.1 
14.3 
6.2 
4.1 
1.9 

100.0 

There was a distinct gain in housing value during the 1960 - 70 decade but the change was not 

commensurate with the income rise. It is likely that the slower population increase for the decade 

reduced the housing demand and tended to hold housing prices to a slower rate of change than the 

income gain. It should also be recognized that the basis of estimating housing value for the Census 

was conservative and probably only represents a portion of the actual gain. 

The change in monthly rental value was also slower than the rise in income. It can be anticipated 

that the number of rental units in the monthly rental range over $100 will substantially increase in 

the future. It is significant to note that the number of occupied rental units decreased during the 

1960 - 70 decade and that the loss was all in the units with a monthly rent of $80 or less. The 

major gain in rental units during the decade was entirely in the higher rent groups. 

Considering the substantial recent gain in income in Odessa it would appear that the market for better 

housing units and for better rental units should be excellent. 
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Table 15 shows the change in monthly rent for Odessa for the 1960 - 70 period. 

TABLE 15 

RENTER OCCUPIED DWELLING UNITS BY MONTHLY RENT 

CITY OF ODESSA - 1960, 1970 

1960 1970 
Monthl~ Rent Number Percent Number Percent 

o to $39 774 10.6 338 5.1 
$ 40 to 59 2,280 31.4 1,299 19.4 
$ 60 to 79 2,537 34.9 1,930 28.9 
$ 80 to 99 923 12.7 1,154 17.3 
$100 to 149 295 4.1 1,057 15.8 
$150 or More 33 0.5 530 7.9 
No Cash Rent 418 5.8 372 5.6 

Total 7,260 100.0 6,680 100.0 

Med ian Monthl y 
$62 $76 Rent 

Source: U. S. Census 

It should be recognized that the rise in income levels will influence the demand for Housing, Serv-

ices and Retail Sales in the Odessa area. 

RETAIL SALES 

Retail sales in Odessa have traditionally shown the best performance of any similar area in West 

Texas. In 1967, the last Census report on retail sales available, Midland had a retail sales per 

capita of $1,837 annually as compared with $2,037 for Odessa. Table 16 shows the data on 

retail sales in Odessa and Ector County for 1967 and Table 17 provides a comparison for 1963, 

the previous retail sales report by the Census Bureau. 

It can be anticipated that rising income, more family units and the impact of the new University of 

Texas will continue to cause an expansion of retail trade in Odessa. The expansion of retail trade 

in Odessa will tend to improve the attractiveness of the Community as a place in which to I ive by 

providing a wider range of services and increased employment. 

Retail trade can become one of the significant areas of economic expansion in Odessa. As changes 
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in population occur in West Texas, Odessa has the opportunity to increase its dominance in reta i ling 

service . 

Category 

Buildin9 Materia l , Hardware 
and FMm Equipment 

General Mercha ndi se 
and Grou p Stores 

F ood Stores 
Automotive Dealers 
Gasoline Service Stations 
Apparel and Accessory Stores 
Furni ture and Home Furn ishing s 
Eating and Drinking Pl aces 
Dru9 Stores 
Misce ll aneous Retail Stores 
Non-Store Retailers 

Total Retail Sales 

* Withheld to avoid di scl osure 

Source : Retail Census 

Category 

Build in9 Mater ia l , Hardware 
and Fanll Equi pment 

General Merchandise and 
Group Stores 

Food Stores 
Automotivc Deal ers 
Gasol inc Scrvice Stations 
Apparel and Accessory Stores 
Furniture and Home Furnishings 
Eating and Drinking Places 
Drug Storcs 
Mi scc llancous Rctail Storcs 
Non-Store Retai lers 

Total Retail Sa les 

-!, Withheld to avoid disc losurc 

Sourcc: Rctai I Ccnsus 

TABLE 16 

RETAIL SALES - 1967 

ECTOR COUNTY AND THE CITY OF ODESSA 

Number of 
Ector County 

Sal es Sales Number of 
E stabl ishments ($1,000l Per Capita Establishments 

26 2,964 32 24 

31 25 ,598 279 30 

111 34,510 376 97 
101 43 ,581 475 83 
152 13 ,515 147 132 

55 7,228 79 55 
60 6,628 72 55 

218 10 ,868 118 180 
27 6,923 75 27 

189 12 ,585 137 159 
96 2,958 33 87 

1, 066 $167 ,358 $1 ,8 23 929 

TABLE 17 

RETAIL SALES - 1963 

ECTOR COUNTY AND THE CITY OF ODESSA 

Number of 
Ector Count~ 

Sales Sales Number of 
Estahl i shments ($1 , 000 ) Per Capita E stabl ishments 

26 4,470 49 24 

30 12,985 143 29 

97 31 , 23 1 343 81 
73 37 ,8 22 416 61 

147 11 ,609 128 128 
57 9,012 99 57 
43 5, 476 60 42 

143 7 ,9 13 86 121 
26 5,21 6 57 25 

132 9,604 106 109 
37 1, 632 18 35 

8 11 $136,9 70 $1,505 712 

Odessa 
Sales Sales 

( 51 ,000l Per Capita 

(0 )* (0 )* 

(0)* (0 )-,' 

33 ,066 422 
41,88 1 534 
11 ,989 153 

7,228 92 
6, 100 78 
9,8 11 125 
6,923 88 

11 , 170 143 
2,929 37 

5131,097 S2 ,037 

Odessa " Sales Sales 
($1, 000 ) Per Capi ta 

(0 )* (0)* 

(0)* ( D)" 

28,737 358 
35,963 448 
10 ,501 131 
9,012 112 
(0)* (0)* 
6,985 87 
(0)* (0)* 
7,429 92 
(0)* (0) * 

$127,402 $1,586 
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POTENTIAL FOR THE FUTURE 

Odessa is the result of rapid change and its future is likely to continue to be influenced by changing 

events and changing conditions. As Odessa exists today it is largely the product of the primary and 

secondary activities related to the exploration for, extraction and processing of petroleum and natural 

gas. The Permian Basin from which the important petroleum resource comes is one of the important 

producing areas of the Nation. 

There are variable reports concerning the reserves and probable life of the Permian Basin, and it is 

not I ikely that the full potential of the production can be determined because of improved recovery 

methods. There is substantial secondary recovery activity in the area at present and some new dis

coveries have been made recently, particularly, in the Fort Stockton Area. 

It is reasonable to assume that within the next two decades the production of petroleum will have 

changed drastically in the Permian Basin and that in 20 to 30 years, even with improved recovery 

and further exploration, the petroleum resource in the Permian Basin will be near exhaustion. Odessa 

must recognize the need to gradually replace its petroleum oriented economic base with other activi

ties. In the interim, the rising value of petroleum products should provide a sustaining though dimin

ishing economic base for the area. 

Reorientation of the community endeavo-rs such as is represented by the University of Texas of the 

Permian Basin is an outstanding example of the change which will assume Odessa's continued vital ity. 

The University will bring an academic community and a student body requiring a wide range of services 

and commodities. Out of the educational resource of the University a wide range of new enterprises 

should emerge. 

Areas of economic activity that can be expected to expand to increase employment in Ector County 

and Odessa include the following: 

1. Wholesale and Retail Trade with emphasis on retailing 

2. Insurance and Finance 
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3. Services and Government, especially those activities related to the professions, 

health, utilities and education 

4. Expansion of manufacturing employment for women 

5. Diversification of manufacturing including the utilization of many of the special skills 

concentrated in the area as a result of the petroleum development such as metal work-

ing. 

One of the most important efforts which can be undertaken to assist the economic development of 

Odessa and Ector County is the improvement of the area as a place to live and rear a family. 

There already exists important cultural, recreational and educational facilities in Odessa as evi-

denced by the Odessa Junior College System, The Globe Theatre, The Ector County Park System, 

The Ector County Independent School System and others. Attention to improved housing, good neigh-

borhood environment, good neighborhood des ign and stab i I itiy of res idential areas wi II al so contri-

bute to the economi c advantage of the area. 

Employment will be essential to provide the opportunity for Odessa1s residents to support their life 

and activities in the Community. The relationship of employment has been changing as was indicated 

in a previous section. The following represents the estimated employment changes which are consid-

ered likely to prevail in Ector County over the next 20 years or until about 1990. 

Year 

Total Employment 
Residents per Employee 
Estimated Population 

1970 

36,440 
2.51 

91,805 

1980 

40,000 
2.35 

94,000 

1990 

45,000 
2.25 

101,250 

To support a population of 94,000 persons estimated to reside in Ector County in 1980, an increase 

of 3,560 jobs will be required. By 1990 it is estimated that a total of over 8,500 new jobs will 

be required in addition to those needed to replace the anticipated decline in the petrochemical and 

petroleum extraction activities. 

It should be recognized that the introduction of the University of Texas activity into the Community 
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could have a greater than anticipated influence on the area's development. Likewise, failure to take 

advantage of opportunities for diversification, community improvement and development could result 

in a gradual decline in the population. The following illustrates the range of population changes under 

the varying possibilities in Ector County: 

A. High potential with full influence of University of Texas 

B. Median potential based upon aggressive development effort 

C. Declining growth resulting from lack of effort 

1980 

97,000 

94,000 

85,000 

1990 

107,000 

101,250 

70,000 

For general planning purposes the median population estimate of 94,000 people in Ector County by 

1980 and 101,250 by 1990 is considered to be an appropriate Community development objective. 

To support a population of 94,000 persons, the median estimate for Ector County in 1980, an in

crease of 3,560 will be required in employment. Such a growth will cause a significant increase 

in housing demand represented by at least 4,000 new units plus about 1,500 replacement units. 

By 1990, an additional 4,500 dwelling units, as new and replacement housing, will be required. 

Where the new housing units are located and how they are arranged will have a considerable influence 

on Odessa 's future character. 

The possibility of the University of Texas of the Permian Basin having a greater impact on the areas 

economy than is reflected by the median estimate is a desirable contingency. Traffic and land use 

planning should consider the higher potential while most direct Community investments should be 

scaled to the median growth estimate until future experience provides a basis for upward adjustment. 
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THE PHYSICAL FACTORS INFLUENCING DEVELOPMENT 

The physical factors which appear to have a significant influence on Odessa's future urban expansion 

as shown by Plate 3 are major access routes to and from Odessa, the general terrain features, major 

elr ll,cnts of nonresidential land use, the maze of petroleum pipelines surrounding Odessa, including 

collection and transmission facilities, and the existing Corporate Limits of the City of Odessa. 

Interstate Highway 20 and Loop 338 circumscribe an area which is significantly larger than the area 

within the City of Odessa. It would be reasonable to assume that a significant amount of Odessa' s 

future growth would and could take place within the area delineated by the two highways. While the 

points of access are fairly permanently determined from Interstate Highway 20 by the existing inter

changes and crossings, it is yet possible around Loop 338 to adjust a framework of major thorough

fares which would provide access to future neighborhood areas and form a development framework. 

In recent years, the preponderance of Odessa's residential development has taken place in the north

east quadrant of the community in a triangular area which has the Andrews Highway (U. S. Highway 

385) as a base and the University of Texas Campus in the eastern part of the Community as its apex, 

with the Ector County Airport and Downtown Odessa representing the other corners of the triangle. 

A number of local major thoroughfares have been establ ished connecting the recently developed area 

with the highway system in other parts of the community. Forty-second Street and University Boul

evard are examples of such thoroughfares. 

While Odessa is considered to be developed on a fairly flat prairie-like terrain, there are significant 

topographic changes . The ridge lines shown on Plate 3 divide the primary development area of 

Odessa into three distinct units. One ridge line runs generally northwest from the Downtown Area 

and del ineates an area draining directly to Monahans Draw and generally separates this area from the 

undefined drainage system which approximately centers on the Andrews Highway and extends east to 

near Grandview Avenue . East of Grandview, the slope is generally to the south and east. All of 

the surface drainage from Odessa except that which accumu lates in the several playa lakes indicated 

on Plate 3 is directed toward Monahans Draw, the only pronounced drainage feature in the area. The 

surplus drainage which falls on the Odessa area must either collect in the playa lake areas, where 
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it eventually seeps into the subsurface or evaporates; or it runs off eventually finding its way into 

Monahans Draw and to the southeast. Recognition of the necessity to provide either adequate sump 

storage in the playa lakes or routes for runoff to Monahans Draw are essential considerations of any 

urban development in the Odessa area. Drainage has always been a problem in Odessa ' s development 

and will continue to be so due to the general lack of a well defined surface drainage system. The 

lack of surface drainage definition is especially important in the central and eastern portions of the 

Community. 

It should be noted that practically all of Monahans Draw is located outside the City of Odessa where 

it is not subject to reasonable development regulations at the present time. There are serious en

croachments being created in the flood plain of Monahans Draw which will eventually require public 

action and probable significant public expenditure to correct. 

Two signif icant forms of nonresidential land use are illustrated by Plate 3. One form of land use, 

industrial, is found largely outside of the Corporate Limits of the City and is predominately located 

to the south, west and northwest of the developed area of the City. Relatively little industrial de

velopment is found to the east of Odessa. The large petrochemical complex is located south of 

Interstate Highway 20 and a substantial amount of mixed industrial land use exists between U. S. 

Highway 80 and Interstate Highway 20 in the southern part of the community. A substantial amount 

of scattered industrial development exists along State Highway 302 and west of U. S. Highway 385 

(Andrews Highway>' Much of the scattered industrial development is mixed with the residential uses 

at the present time. The arrangement and combination of industrial and residential uses is considered 

to be a deterrent to residential expansion to the northwest. The substantial industrial development 

south of U . S. Highway 80 is also considered to be a factor adverse to future residential expansion 

southward. Several large public and semi-public areas are illustrated on Plate 3 and four of the 

larger areas are considered to be worthy of specific note. The first public area of significance is 

the Ector County Airport in the northern part of the community which includes the City of Odessa's 

sol id waste disposal area. While some subdivision development exists north of the Airport, the 

airport land reservation tends to create a type of barrier to residential development to the north. The 
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second large public area is the University of Texas of the Permian Basin Campus in the eastern part 

of Odessa, adjacent to Loop 338. The University Campus is considered to be a significant benefi

cial influence on the residential development of adjacent areas, both within the present boundaries 

of the City of Odessa and in a north, east and south direction from the Campus outside of the City. 

The third large public or semi-public area located south of the petrochemical complex is city land 

which contains the sewerage treatment plant and related lagoons. It is obvious that the petrochemi

cal complex and the sewage treatment plant are types of uses which should discourage nearby resi

dential development. The fourth large public area is the Midland - Odessa Airport across the County 

line and from which important air transportation is provided to the entire Region. 

The Central Business District is illustrated on Plate 3 in relation to other features of the community. 

One of the obvious features of the Business District is that it is no longer central to the urban devel

opment but rather is tending to be off-center to the southwest from the major residential areas of 

Odessa. 

A factor which substantially complicates the future expansion of Odessa is the maze of pipelines 

which exist both on the west and the east of the community. West of Odessa there is a complex ar

rangement of petroleum pipelines related largely to the oil field existing in the area. The density of 

the pipelines in this area is of such magnitude as to complicate the urban use of the land west of the 

City. Large areas of subdivided land containing scattered housing of Widely varying quality exist in 

the western area. Some of the development is in the same area occupied by the complex of petroleum 

pipelines. 

A pipeline system of lesser extent than the one on the west of the City exists directly east of Odessa. 

In the vicinity of the University of Texas Campus, both areas affected by the pipeline complexes are 

considered to have some adverse influence for future housing development. The area on the east ob

viously is much less seriously affected than the one to the west. 

The combination of natural and man-made features shown by Plate 3 raises some questions as to 

which direction Odessa should look for future residential development. The problem of future 
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expansion area is made more critical by the fact that new residential development is now taking place 

outside the City where water and sanitary sewer service are inadequate and where many other urban 

problems are arising. Only the area within the Corporate Limits of the City of Odessa has an adequate 

water supply and sanitary sewer system except where industrial extensions exist, primarily to the 

south by agreement with the industries. 
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EXISTING POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 

The distribution of the present population in Odessa and its environs is illustrated by dots on Plate 4. 

Each dot shown on Plate 4 represents the approximate place of residence of 20 persons as of 1970. 

Illustrated by the drawing are a total of 89,840 persons, of which 78,380 are within the Corporate 

Limits of the City of Odessa. 

The relatively compact arrangement of peop le within the Odessa City Li mi ts as contrasted to the 

scattered arrangement of peopl e outs ide the Corporate L imi ts is worthy of note. It is obvious that 

the City of Odessa has developed a compact pattern of development which is fairly economical to 

serve and which is in sharp contrast to the conditions outside of the City where widely scattered res

idential development, most of which lacks adequate water and sewer service, will be very costly to 

provide with the normal urban facilities. 

There is perhaps justification for a type of estate development of low density in the Odessa Area. 

An estate type development on large tracts, which is adequate to accommodate septic tanks and where 

in most cases water can be provided from local wells, could be an asset to the area. Scattered de

velopments on small tracts which are inadequate to meet their sanitary and water supply needs on a 

long-range baSiS, however, offer serious and costly future problems, both to the residents and to 

the City of Odessa which is the only source from which the lacking utility services are likely to be 

provided. It will be desirable for Ector County in its future pol icy to seek to achieve more efficient 

urban densities, both to the east and to the west of Odessa, even though many existing conditions 

tend to be adverse to an increase in density. Where the future urban growth of Ector County is lo

cated in relation to Odessa will effect the efficiency of serving the new growth as well as influence 

the total character of the City of Odessa. Most of the expansion which is presently taking place is 

in areas outside the City which have the potential of becoming separate incorporated communities 

but which lack the economic resources to accept the responsibil ity for governmental services. 
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ODESSA'S URBANIZED AREA 

Th e degree to which urbanization is spread beyond the Corporate Limits of the City of Odessa is 

illustrated by Plate 5. Those areas which are classified as urban, both inside and outside the City, 

are depicted by different colors and the total urbanized area determined on the basis of a detailed 

land use survey amounts to over 19,000 acres in the Odessa area as of 1970. It is of importance 

to note that, of the total urbanized area, 10,634 acres of urban development are found within the 

City Limits of Odessa while 8 ,416 acres of urban development exists outside the City in its imme

diate environs . 

Included in the development outside the City is a substantial portion of the industrial development of 

Ector County, Country Club Estates and related residential areas to the east and the substantial scat

tered residential development extending westward for several miles from the City Limits. 

A review of the population data for the past decade indicates that all of Ector County's population 

gain occurred outside the City of Odessa in the urbanizing areas of Ector County. Those areas which 

are experiencing urbanization at the present time in Ector County are those which lie immediately 

adjacent to the area outside of the City. The extent of the urbanization outside of the City is made 

especially problematic by the fact that it genera lly lacks among other things, paved street access, 

adequate water supply, sanitary sewer service and adequate fire protection. Inasmuch as street main

tenance in the area outside the City is largely the responsibility of Ector County, the extent of the 

development beyond the City Limits is tending to create a rural road maintenance burden on the County. 

The extens ive areas of urbanization outside the City and the general lack of urban faci I ities will 

make it extremely difficult and costly for the City of Odessa to take on the burden of upgrading its 

environs and providing the outlying areas with a reasonable level of urban service. It is likewise 

apparent that, if the urbanization continues to spread outside of the City Limits without adequate 

control and standards, Ector County will find itself confronted with an ever increasing burden of 

serving such development. 
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FU TU RE PO PU LA TION DISTRI BUTION 

As a basis for considering the probable impact of the projected growth of Ector County to a population 

of 101,250 persons by 1990, a study of where the future population might be located was made . 

The results of the future population distribution considerations are reflected by Plate 6. 

The change in the numbers and composition of the population in Ector County will cause several im

portant population shifts. Those areas within the City presently developed and occupied will tend 

to have a moderate decrease in population as a result of smaller family units. Some of the existing 

population within the Corporate Limits will tend to shift outward into new and larger housing. The 

new population gain including those people which may relocate from such outlying County communi

ties as Goldsmith and Notrees is expected to locate around the present City of Odessa in the manner 

illustrated by the red dots on Plate 6. Some filling in of the presently sparse urban development west 

of Odessa is anticipated and indicated on the Plate. A moderate amount of filling in and expansion 

isanti ci pated generally north of the Ector County A irport in areas whi ch presently have water and 

sewer service and which are pai'tially developed. The preponderance of the new population is ex

pected to locate in the eastern and northeastern part of the Community including the Country Club 

Estates area and extending generally out and along Loop 338. The major concentration of new pop

ulation in the eastern part of the Odessa area reflects the anticipated influence of the Un iversity of 

Texas Campus on new residential development. 

Whether or not the future development of the Odessa area will reflect the population distribution in

dicated by Plate 6 will depend on many factors including the availability of the desirable land for 

development. Considering the estimated growth potential of the Odessa area it will be desirable to 

encourage some fi II ing in of the area west of Odessa to attempt to ach ieve a reasonably economic 

density for service financing reasons. Major quality residential development around the University 

of Texas Campus will create a new and inviting living environment for Odessa. Some filling in of 

population to the north of th e Ector County Airport will take advantage of the urban facilities which 

exist in the area and tend to create an economic urban density where otherwise a costly and sparsely 

utilized appendage of development is likely to decline. 
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Odessa appears to have an opportunity, with the I imits of its development potential, to create an 

improved land use arrangement and thereby encourage both the area's economic development and an 

enhancement of the areas urban amenities. 
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URBAN LAND USE IN ODESSA AND ITS ENVIRONS 

Various forms of urban use have evolved on the land in the City of Odessa and its environs through

out the period of the City's growth from a small oil field town to its present significance as an urban 

center in the West Texas Area . The urban uses of I and have been brought abou t to sati sfy the many 

needs of the people residing in the urban area in their daily activities. Among the activities which 

generat e space demands are housing , industry, commercial enterprises, recreational areas and even 

transportation routes. As the City continues to experience change and development, additional space 

will be required to fullfill the needs of the residents. Conversion of vacant land to urban use is one of 

the most significant and serious of urban processes. The results of the process has a major infl uence 

on the future economy and character of the City and the process of land use change should be subject. 

to constant survei lance and directed by a general overall guide for Community development. 

To a degree, the character, efficiency and quality oftheCity's future urban area will be determined 

by the relationships which now exist and those which are developed and established later between 

various types of urban uses located on the land. The present land use pattern which has evolved 

through the period of 0 des sal s development has cons i derabl e i nfl uence on the present env i ron menta I 

character of the City. The use of land and the resulting pattern also affects the eff iciency of trans

portation of goods and people between areas, and the efficiency by which these areas are served 

with utilities and other community facilities. An orderly and compact land use pattern can usually 

be economically prOVided with municipal services and util ities as contrasted to the cost of serving 

a dispersed pattern of unrelated development. Most areas in Odessa have a compact characteristic; 

however, the land use pattern in fringe developments to the north and west of the City is dispersed 

and tends to lack the orderly pattern and relationships which exist inside the City. The nature and 

characteri stics of the use of land in the areas adjacent to Odessa appear to be major factors influ

encing the City's ability to grow and expand its boundaries. 

Establishing land use guides for future development and redevelopment of land in the City and its 

environs will assist, not only in the decision making process involved in zoning, but also in the 
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creation of policies affecting the logical development of Odessa's total urban area. It is the purpose 

of this report to evaluate existing land use features and provide a guide for directing the growth and 

development of Odessa' s total urban area. 

For the purpose of determining the present use of land in Odessa and its environs, a land use survey 

was conducted for an extens i ve area generally extend ing from the Ector - Midi and C ou nty Line to 

Knox Drive which is approximately si x miles west of the west leg of Loop 338, and from the inter-

section of the Andrews Highway with Loop 338 to approximately two miles south of Interstate Hi gh -

way 20. Considerable vacant land exists within this large survey area; however, there are also 

sizable sections within the area where urbanization is occurring and such areas are of concern when 

cons idering the C itl s future form and size. 

Each parce l of property in the survey area was examined and the nature and extent of it s Lise was 

recorded and mapped. The color coded map indicating the use of each parcel within the intensively 

developed area was prepared on a base map at a scale of one inch to four hundred feet. Use of each 

parcel was classif ied into one of several land use categories as determined by the present Lise. 

Categories indicated on the map and to which the varioLiS land uses were allocated are summarized 

as follows : 

RESI DENTIAL USES 

A. Single-Family Residences - One family 
dwellings and rel ated accessory build ings . 

B. Two-Family Residences - Duplex dwellings 
and related accessory buildings. 

C. Multi-Family Residences - A partments, 
rooming houses and related accessory bu i Id
ings. 

D. Mobile Home Residence - An individualillobile 
home dwelling occupying a separate tract or 
platted lot. 

E. Mobile Home Park - An area developed for the 
purpose of accommodating mobi le hOllles as 
dwelling units. 
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PU BLlC, SEMI-PU BLiC AN D 
RELATED USES 

RETAIL USES 

COMMERCIAL USES 

INDUSTRIAL USES 

RAILROAD USES 

STREETS AND ALLEYS 

VACANT AND AGRICULTURAL USE 

EXISTING LAND USE RELATIONSHIPS 

A. Schools, churches, airports, cemeteries 
and hospitals. 

B. Parks, playgrounds and publ ic bU ilding s. 

Retail stores, shops and personal service estab
Ii shments i offices , servi ce stali ons and any 
associated off-street parking facilities. 

Commercial amusements, building material yards, 
automobile garages and sales lots, warehouses, 
wholesale establishments, sale of used merch an 
dise and drive-in restaurants . 

A. Light Industry - Light processing, storage , 
I ight fabrication, assembly and repairing. 

B. L ight Industry , Op en Storage - Storage or 
l11aterial, equipl11ent or other it ems on large 
tracts and related 'to light industrial uses . 

C. Heavy Industry - Manufacturing, repair or 
storage involving heavy processes, glare, 
du st or odor. 

D. Heavy Industry, 0 pen Storage - Storage of 
material, equipment or other items on large 
tracts and related to heavy industrial Llses . 

E. Drill Sites - Locations either in Lise or 
des ignated as oil well dr il l sites or tank 
battery installations. 

Land in railroad right-of-way including station 
and freight facilities. 

L and dedicated to public Lise for street and CI l ley 
rights-of-way whether open or c losed to Lise. 

Vacant land having no apparent Lise or land Llsed 
for agricultural purposes . 

:-- Iate 7 illustrates the pattern formed by the existing land use in th e City and i ts environs and 

indicates diagrammatically the relationships and patterns shown by the color coded land Lise IlICl p. 

Various land use categories have been combined on Pl ate 7, CIS is shown by th e legend, frol ll those 

categories previously discussed which were L1s ed to c las sify fi eld dZltZl Zlnd prcscnt ex istillCj land 

use on the color coded map . Severa l features are shown by Pl ate 7 for IZlnd Lise inside the City 
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Limits which are discussed as follows: 

Inside Corporate Limits - Following the City Limit Line on Plate 7 indicates the irregular 

boundary; sometimes through developed areas, which exist on the City's north, south and 

west sides. Uses located inside the boundary are regulated by the City's Zoning Ordinance, 

while the use of land beyond this boundary, outside the Corporate Limit, is not subject to 

zoning regulation at this time. 

1. The residential land use pattern indicates that the preponderance of residential 

development is located north of the Texas and Pacific Railroad and principally 

north and east of the Central Business Area. No significant vacant areas exist in 

the City for new residential platting and existing vacant residentially platted lots 

are scattered with the concentration of lots being west of County Road West between 

10th Street and University Bou I evard and in the far northern section of the City 

south of Loop 338 either side of the Andrews Highway. 

2. Public and semi-public uses and park areas are shown by one category on Plate 7. 

Several larger public areas exist within the City and include Odessa College and 

Ector County Col i seum, both of wh ich are located in the northern section of the City. 

The sewage disposal plant and sanitary landfill is a large public area south of Inter

state Highway 20. School sites represent significant and larger publ ic areas in the 

community and provide open space within the neighborhood areas in which they are 

located. 

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin site adjacent to Loop 338 can be 

anticipated to have significant influence on growth in the eastern section of the City. 

The area shown on Plate 7 indicates the site boundaries of the University and the 

entire area is classified as publ ic land use though development of the campus has 

just begu n. 
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Park areas are spaced throughout the community and generally closely related to 

residential development. Two larger park areas are found in the C itYi namely, 

Sherwood Park north of 42nd Street in the northern section of the City and Floyd 

Gwin Park adjacent to County Road West in the western section. 

3. Retail and commercial forms of land use are primarily found in the Central Area and 

adjacent to major street and highway routes. The Central Area contains the prepon

derance of all retail use found in the Ci ty . Strip forms of retail - commercial use 

are indicated along East Eighth Street extending from the downtown area to East Sec

ond Street, as well as north along Grand and the Andrews Highway(U. S. Highway 

385), An extensive area is in use for retail - commercial purposes immediately to 

the east and south of the Odessa College Campus. Other retail areas of significance 

are found at the intersections of University and Grandview, 42nd and County Road 

East and adjacent to County Road West between 16th and University Boulevard. 

As indicated on Plate 7, commercial uses are found along 2nd Street (U. S. High

way 80), Several of the commercial uses are highway oriented, while others are of 

general local service types. 

4. Industrial use within the City of Odessa accounts for only a small portion of the total 

industrially classified land use located in the total Odessa urban area. Within the 

City, light and heavy industrial uses are generally related to the Texas and Pacific 

Railroadi however, a sizable area is devoted to industrial use near the intersection of 

State Highway Spur 450 and County Road West. 

5. An orderly relationship exists between present uses of land in the northeast quadrant 

of the City and in the smaller section of the City south of University Boulevard and 

west of Spur 450. A widely mixed and unrelated land use arrangement is found 

between East 8th and 2nd Street from the downtown area outward, and within these 

boundaries is a variety of closely spaced and unrelated lIses ranging from 
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single-family to heavy industry. Other areas having a somewhat mixed and unrelat

ed land use pattern are found south of the Central Area and in the section of land 

situated between University and 42nd Street and west of U. S. Highway 385 . 

The section south of the Centra l Area between South Crane Avenue and Dixie 

Boulevard has many lots used for retail and commercial purposes scattered through

out what is predominantly a residential area. 

6. A very small percentage of the total area found in the City is vacant with the pre

ponderance of the vacant land bei ng compri sed of pi atted lots scattered throughout 

the City with the more predominant locations being in platted subdivisions west of 

County Road West north of the Ector County A irport and west of Sunset Country 

Club. 

EXISTING LAND USE AREAS 

The land use survey indicated a total of 12,397.3 acres within the Corporate Limits of the City of 

Odessa. Of the total area, 10,634.3 acres are developed by some for of urban use or are in some 

form of reservati on, such as for dri II site purposes. The 1,763 acres of vacant land found with i n 

the City is a very limited area as compared with most communities. The area tabulation of various 

forms of urban land use within the City is shown by Table 18. 

Of the developed land within the City of Od essa, 38.5 percent is utilized for single-family residen

tial purposes. This is a relatively high percentage of such use as compared with most Southwest 

cities and indicates the predominant single-family character of Odessa's housing. Two-family resi- . 

dences and multiple-family residences account for less than two percent of the total developed area 

of the City and this percentage is very similar to that found in most Southwestern cities. A small 

amount of area is utilized by mobile homes as separate residences and as trailer parks in the City. 

Public and semi-public uses, due largely to such major public uses as the University of Texas, 

the Permian Basin Campus and the Ector County Airport, account for 17.8 percent of the utilized 

land in the City. The extensive public and semi-public land areas do not include substantial areas 

such as the Ector County A irport and the Sewage Treatment Plant which are outside the City, but 
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such areas are not expected to increase in the future at the rate they have in the past. The amount 

of land IIsed for park purposes, 1.0 percent of the developed area, is a relatively low amount of area 

in sllch use as compared with other communities. 

TABLE 18 

EXISTING LAND USE - INSIDE CITY LIMITS 

ODESSA, TEXAS - 1971 

Percent of 
Land Use Category Acres Developed Area 

Single-Family Residence 4,096.2 38.5 
Two-Family Residence 72.7 0.7 
Multi-Family Residence 105.5 1.0 
Mobile Home Residence 17.2 0 . 2 
Trailer Park 31.5 0.3 
Public and Semi-Public Use 1,890.6 17.8 
Park Land 207.0 1.9 
Retail 399.6 3.8 
Commercial 327.5 

3.1 
Commercial (Open Storage) 2.5 
Light Industry 124.9 

2.3 
Light Industry (Open Storage 121.7 
Heavy Industry 65.3 0.8 
Heavy Industry (Open Storage) 17.2 
Drill Site Reservation 278.5 2.6 
Railroad Right-of-Way 36.9 0.3 
Street and Alley Right-of-Way 2,839.5 26.7 

Total Developed 10,634.3 100.0 

Vacant Land 1,763.0 

Total Area 12,397.3 

Survey by Marvin Springer and Associates 

Percent of 
Total Area 

33.0 
0.6 
0.9 
0.1 
0.3 

15.3 
1.7 
3.2 
2.6 

1.0 
1.0 
0.5 
0.1 
2.3 
0.3 

22.9 

85.8 

14.2 

100.0 

The retai I land use in Odessa accounts for 3.8 percent of the total developed area and commercial 

area accounts for 3 .1 percent. The combi ned retai I and commerci al area is sl i ghtl y higher than the 

percentage of such area found in most communities and the higher percentage is accounted for by the 

heavier volume of per capita sales which Odessa enjoys. The amount of light and heavy industrial 

use found within the City of Od essa is extremely low as compared with most other communities. The 

low percentage of Odessa's developed area accounted for by industrial use results from the fact that 

the preponderance of the area's industry is located outside the Corporate Limits and is, therefore, 
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not reflected in the City's arca tabu lation. The secolld largesl use of developcd lalld in Odcs sa is 

fo r street alld alley right-of- way purposes . The slreel ami alley lise accounls for over olle -fourlh of 

t he tota l developed area of the CO llllllllnity and lhe area ill sllch li se is gell erall y cOlll fJ araiJ le wilh tilf: 

area ill right-of-way use found in olher Southwestern COIl1ll11ll1iti es . 

TA BLE 19 

EX ISTI NG LA ND USE - OUTSIDE CITY LI MI T S 

TO L OOP 338 AND INTERSTA T E HIGHWAY 20 

Percent of 
Land Use Category Acres Developed Area 

5 ;n, le-F am;ly Res ;dencc } 
Two-Family Residence 463.7 10 .0 
Multi-Famil y Res idence 
Mobile Home Residen ce 82.0 1. 3 
Tra iler Park 47.7 1.0 
Publi c and Sem i - Publi c Use 1,005.1 21.7 
Park Land 13 .7 0.4 
Retai l 30.2 0 .7 
Commerc ial 215 .4 4 .7 
Light Industry 233.5 5.0 
Light Industry (Open Storage) 400.9 8 .7 
Heavy Indus try 215.3 4.7 
Heavy Industry (Open Storage) 251.7 5.4 
Dri ll Site Reservat ion 81.5 1. 3 
Ra i I road Right- of-Way 40.3 0. 9 
Street and All ey Right-of-Way 1,53 8 .8 33 .2 

- --

Tota l Deve loped 4,624. 8 100.0 

Va cant L and 15,012 .5 

Total Area 19,637 .3 

Survey by Marvin Springer and Associates 

Pcrcent of 
Tota l Area 

2.4 

0 .4 
0 .2 
5 . 1 
0.1 
0.2 
1.1 
1.2 
2 .1 
1.1 
1.3 
0.4 
0 .2 
7. 8 

23.6 

76.4 

100.0 

Computation s were made for the urban land use existing outside the Corporate Li mits of the Cit y of 

Od essa in two manners . One computation involved the area outsid e th e City Li mits, extending to 

Loop 338 and Interstate Highway 20. The tabul at ion of land use in the area between the City 

limits and Loop 338 is shown by Table 19. Th e detail breakdown of the tota l computation for the 

area within the City and in the area outside to the L oop and Interstate Highway 20 is showil by sec-

tions in Appendi x Tab le B. A tota l of 19,637 acres is delineated within the area circlllllscribed by 
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Loop 338 and Interstate Highway 20. Over twice as much area is found in industrial use outside the 

Corporate Limits of Odessa but within the Loop Highways described as is found within the City. Such 

major industrial areas as the Odessa petrochemical complex lies beyond Interstate Highway 20 and is , 

therefore, not included in the tabulations found in Appendix Table B. 

A wider tabulation of the area outside Loop 338 and Interstate Highway 20 contains 22,400 

acres of land of which 3,830 acres were found to be occupied by some form of urban use . Over 

1,000 acres outside the Loop and Interstate Highway 20 are used for industrial purpos es (See 

Table 20). 

TABLE 20 

EXISTING LAND USE 

AREA BEYON D LOa P AND INTERSTA TE HIGHWAY 20 

Land Use Category 

Residential 
Public and Semi-Public Use 
Retail 
Commercial 
COlllmercial (Open Storage) 
light Industry 
Light I ndustry (Open Storag e) 
Heavy Industry 
Heavy Industry (Open Storage) 
Railroad Right-of-Way 
Street and Alley Right-of-Way 

Total Developed 

Vacant Land 

Total Area 

Survey by Marvin Springer and Associates 

Acres In Use 

489.7 
613.3 

10.2 
70.9 

5.1 
75.4 
47.7 

970.3 
127.5 

49.2 
1,370.7 

3,830.0 

18,570.0 

22,400.0 

Percent of 
Developed Area 

12. 8 
1 6. 1 
0.3 
l. 8 
0.1 
2 . 0 
l.2 

25.3 
3.3 
l.3 

35. 8 

100.0 

It is significant to note that a total of 10,634 acres of l and is used for urban purposes inside Od es sa 

and that 8,459 acres of urban use is located outside in the environs. There is a significant differ-

ence in the ratio of total urban land found within the area outside of Odessa and the population found 

outside as compared with the area of urban land use inside the City and the population found therein. 
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The difference results from the fact that most of the industry is located outside of the City while most 

of the people live inside the City. 

LAND USE RELATED TO POPULATION 

The relationship of the existing land use for urban purposes in the City of Odessa to the population of 

Odessa is shown by Table 21. It is recognized that changes will occur in the relationship in land 

use to the population but the information shown by Table 21 provides a basis from which future 

changes may be calculated and adjustments made. 

TABLE 21 

ACRES OF LAND USED PER 100 PERSONS 

CITY OF ODESSA - 1971 

Land Use Category 

Single-Family Residence 
Two-Family Residence 
Multi-Family Residence 
Mobile Home Residence 
Trailer Park 
Public and Semi-Public 
Park Land 
Retail 
Commercial 
Commercial (Open Storage) 
Light Industry 
Light Industry (Open Storage) 
Heavy Industry 
Heavy Industry (Open Storage) 
Drill Site Reservation 
Railroad Right-Of-Way 
Street and Alley Right-Of-Way 

Total Developed Area 

Vacant Land 

Total 

Survey by Marvin Springer and Associates 

Existing 
Acres Used 

4/096.2 
72.7 

105.5 
17.2 
31.5 

1,890.6 
207.0 
399.6 
327.5 

2.5 
124.9 
121.7 

65.3 
17.2 

278.5 
36.9 

2,839.5 

10,634.3 

1/763.0 

12/397.3 

Existing 
Acres Used 

Per 100 Persons 

5 . 22 
.09 
.10 
.02 
.04 

2.81 
.30 
.50 
.40 

.31 

.10 

.40 

.05 
3.62 

13.56 

2.25 

15.81 

The amount of land use per 100 persons for single-family residence purposes in Odessa is about av-

erage with that found in most other Southwestern cities. It is anticipated that there will be a minor 
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increase in the amount of land uti lized for single-fami Iy residence purposes in the future as a result 

of the incorporation in the City of some areas with larger lots. It can also be anticipated that, as a 

result of the University of Texas development and current trends, a significant increase in the ratio 

of apartments will occur. 

Some minor increase in the area utilized per 100 persons for mobile home purposes can also be anti

cipated as a result of the University. It has been indicated that the area use per 100 persons for 

public and semi-pubiic purposes will increase over the present ratio by the inclusion of the existing 

areas outside the City, but the demand for such areas will reduce in the future. The area used for 

park purposes can be expected to increase as Odessa seeks to achieve an improvement in its living 

environment. It would be appropriate to consider that the eXisting 0.3 acre per 100 persons would 

increase to over 1 acre per 100 persons in the future. The amount of area used for retai I purposes 

in Odessa is higher than that found in most communities but the difference is accounted for by the fact 

that Odessa has a high retail sales volume and, therefore, requires a larger area for retail activity. 

The amount of area in commercial use per 100 persons in Odessa is about normal, but substantial 

areas of such use exist outside the City and are not reflected in the City computations. Allowances 

must be made for including the entire urban area in the projection of commercial land. The ratio of 

industrial land to the population in Odessa can vary greatly, depending upon future policies concern

ing the inclusion of industrial development within the Corporate Limits. The area indicated by Table 

21 in industrial use per 100 persons is very low as compared with other communities, but reflects 

only the areas of industrial use in the City. Railroad right-of-way is anticipated to increase moder

ately as a result of industrial expansion and the possible extension of a railroad to Odessa from the 

north in accordance with current efforts. The street and alley right-of-way area must allow for the 

substantial thoroughfare system outside the City. A slight decrease of local streets in the future, 

as a result of more modern land subdivision, can be expected which will minimize the increase in 

street area required by future growth. The land use category indicated as dri II site reservations will 

be altered by placing in use of some of these sites for other than reservation purposes. The probable 

expansion of the City will bring other drill sites and well sites into the municipal area, and it is anti

cipated that this form of land use will remain fairly stable in relationship to the population. 
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It is anticipated that the land use data contained herein may be used for a variety of planning purposes 

and will, from time to time, be updated. In order to provide more detailed statistical land usc data, 

the computations were made by sections for the entire area within the area enclosed by Loop 338 

and Interstate Highway 20. The detail tabulation of land use by sections for the area within the 

City Limits is shown by Appendix Table A. Similar data for the area outside the City Limits but 

within Loop 338 is shown by Appendix Table B. 

VACANT LAND IN THE CITY 

The location and magnitude of vacant or agricultural land inside the Corporate Limits of Odessa are 

shown by Plate 8. The extremely compact nature of the present development inside the City is clear

ly illustrated by the drawing. Except at a few locations the only vacant land consists of scattered 

lots and small tracts. 

It is apparent from Plate 8 that practically all future growth will be forced outside the Corporate 

Limits of Odessa if the Corporate Limits remain as they are presently del ineated. Some of the va

cant tracts illustrated are presently under development, resulting in the further depletion of develop

able land within the City. 

If no adjustment is made in the City Limits of Odessa to make land available for development, parti

cularly residential development, it can be expected that Odessa wi ll continue to have a declining 

population. The condition reflected by Plate 8 is particularly serious when it is realized that the 

City of Odessa is the only governmental agency in the area exercising control and guidance over the 

platting and development of land. 

GENERAL NATURE OF EXISTING DEVELOPMENT 

The problems of expansion of Odessa are made particularly difficult at some locations by the nature 

of the existing development. Plate 9 classifies the area inside and outside the City by the general 

nature of the existing development. The problems of expanding the areas of good housing is appar

ent from the conditions indicated by Plate 9. 

The conditions shown by both Plate 8 and 9 illustrate the serious problems of the future 
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development of Odessa. It is doubtful that a more important or seri ous questi on concerni ng Odessa's 

future exists than that related to expansion of the municipal boundaries and the slandards of lile II riJ iJ ll 

development. A description of the general conditions indicated by Plate 9 follows. 

The extent of development and the dispersed pattern and relationship of uses outside the Ci l y creales 

a very large land area under urban influence but without many usual urban facilities. In some areas, 

the existing use of land outside and in the immediate vicinity of the corporate boundary can be con 

sidered to have an adverse influence on the present use of land within the Cily. For the purpose of 

revi ewi ng land use features in areas outs ide the Corporate Li mi ts, four quadrants were establ i shed 

and are discussed as follows: 

1. Northeast Quadrant - Ector County Airport is the largest single area in use within the 

Northeast Quadrant outside the City . Two subdivisions are platted north of the Airport 

with the subdivision immediately east of the Highway being in the City and having lots 

designed to accommodate residential development except for deep tracts fronting the 

Highway. The other subdivision is adjacent to the Ai rport's north boundary and the 

scattered residential development in this area is generall y in a deteriorat ing phYSical 

condition. 

Nonresidential uses occupying deep tracts fronting the Andrews Hi ghway extend north 

from the City Li mit to the Airport and Yukon Road . Betwee n Yukon and 57th Slreel, 

and from the Highway to East Dallas Street, along which the City's north - south stri p 

boundaries fall, larger tracts exist and several are occupied by industrial and cOl11mercial 

uses. East of Dallas Street somewhat scattered residential use is found on smaller tracts; 

however, some commercial uses are located throughout this area. The remainder of the 

Northeast Quadrant is primarily vacant except for the Headlee Gasoline Plant and a few 

single-family homes found east of Loop 338. 

2. Southeast Quadrant - East of the City Limits between 42nd Street and U. S. Highway 

80 the land is either vacant or predominantly in residential use to the Ector - Midland 
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County Line. Commercial - industrial uses are found along the Highway 80 frontage and 

a small industrial area is developing between the cemetery and the Odessa Country Club . 

The quality of the residential development east of Loop 338 is generally superior both in 

physical improvement and environment to other residential areas found outside the City of 

Odessa. It isanti ci pated that res identi al use of land w ill conti nue east of the present 

City Limit, except for the possible use of frontage along Highway 80 for retail - com

mercial purposes though complications exist relative to the availability of land for urban 

use in the area because of reluctance to sell. 

Land is either vacant or in use for industrial purposes outside the City south and west 

from U . S. Highway 80 to U . S. Highway 385 (C rane Highway). Three di stinct 

industrial areas are found in this section: (1) south of U. S. Highway 80 and east of 

Loop 338, (2) south of the railroad along Pearl Avenue and extending south adjacent to 

Grandview and I ndustrial Avenues to Interstate Highway 20, and (3) the petrochemical 

complex south of Interstate Highway 20. Each of these areas have substantial industrial 

development with the petrochemical complex occupying approximately 771 acres. 

Industrial - commercial expansion is expected to continue to occur in the future south of 

U. S. Highway 80 and along Interstate Highway 20, as well as along U. S. Highway 

385. 

3. Southwest Quadrant - The land use pattern which has been established outside the City 

Limits north from U. S. Highway 385 to U. S. Highway 80 is industrial in nature with 

the concentration of uses situated generally west of West County Road. Several larger 

tracts in this section are used for the open storage of materials. A considerable area is 

vacant between U . S. Highway 80 and Interstate Highway 20, while the entire area 

south of the Interstate Highway is vacant except for a few larger industrial uses located 

along the highway frontage west of Loop 338. 

West of the City Limits to Knox Drive and between Interstate Highway 20 and 42nd 
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Street, a large area exceeding twenty square miles is experiencing urban development, 

generally of a residential nature. As indicated on Plate 9, platted subdivisions and 

existing uses found in this area extend beyond Moss Avenue which is five miles west 

of Loop 338. Northwest of the intersection of Knox Drive and 42nd Street approximate

ly five square miles are platted for urban use; however, the area is very sparsely devel

oped. 

Three primary forms of urban land use are found west of Loop 338 though the developed 

area represents only a minor percentage of the total area over which the development is 

scattered. The principal urban use of land in the area is for street and road right-of-way 

and nearly 1,180 acres are in use for this purpose. Approximately 450 acres are used 

for industrial purposes with the concentration of this use found along Forest Road (F. M. 

1936), Residential uses are scattered throughout the area and occupy approximately 

351 acres. Between Knox Drive and Loop 338, 1,390 res idences were recorded wh ich 

includes mobile homes either found as a fixed dwelling or in a mobile home park. A gen

eral land use pattern has been established in the area; however, the nature of the disper

sion of development raises serious questions concerning the efficiency of the pattern with 

reference to such items as water supply, sanitary sewers and street ma inlenance . 

4. Northwest Quadrant - Existing use of land in the Northwest Quadrant is contained within 

the Loop and approximately 26 percent of the 10.6 square miles of the area outside the 

City situated north of 42nd Street and west of the Andrews Highway to Loop 338 is de

vel oped. Major forms of use and their approximate areas are : ( 1 ) residential, 357 .8 

acres, (2) commercial 75.4 acres, (3) industrial, 437.3, (4) street and alley right-of

way, 595.7 acres, (5) public and semi-public, 231.0 acres, and(6) other uses, 80.5 

acres. 

Residential uses are scattered throughout the area and commercial - industrial uses are 

closely related to Andrews Highway and frontage along West County Road. Sunset Country 

Club represents a significant open space area. South of Hillmont to 42nd Street, the 
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residential development is scattered and mixed with many nonresidential uses. 

The land use pattern likely to develop in the area has been establ i shed to a degree by the 

existing industrial - commercial use relationship to Andrews Highway and West County 

Road. Industrial usage extends southerly from 42nd Street to Spur 450 . Land use and 

environmental problems are likely to occur in the future for the residential area which is 

in the City north of University Boulevard I if vacant and platted land between the City 

Limit and Spur 450 continues to develop without proper land use gUidance. 

The nature and character of development found outside the City extending from east of Andrews Hi gh 

way west and south to Interstate Highway 20 presents numerous probl ems to devel opi ng an orderl y 

and compact urban area within these areas I either as a part of the City of Odessa or as extraterrito

rial urban development adjacent to the City. It is essential to the ultimate development and stabil

ity of the City and its urban environment that the establishment of urban land use be regulated in all 

areas adjacent to the City by the County and that an orderly policy of annexation be pursued. T he 

area over which development guidance should be extended includes all the future area of urbanization 

s urroundi ng Odessa. 

FUTURE URBAN LAND REQUIREMENTS 

In projecting the future urban land requirements for the Odessa Area I it was necessary to make sev

eral conclus i ons concerning the area and future changes. The following are the pri mary gui di ng con

clusions on which the future land use projections were based: 

1. Some adjustments in land use requirements would occur as a result of changi ng conditions 

such as improvement in the park and open space inventory and increased apartment con

structi on. 

2. The projections must consider the entire Odessa Urban Area whether or not the Corporate 

Limits are expanded. 

3. The preponderance I if not all the urban development in Ector County I will concentrate 

in and around Odessa. 
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4. The median and high population estimates for Ector County provide the most appropriate 

basis for projecting the Odessa Urban Area land use requirements. 

The statistical basis for the future land use projections in the Odessa area is shown by Table 22. 

Significant changes were made in the projection ratio of industrial use to reflect the condition which 

results from having most of the industry outside the City. The total industrial area is not expected to 

increase significantly in the future. It is expected, however, that major change in the use of indus

trial land will occur. As the emphasis on petroleum exploration and extraction decreases, it is ex

pected that many of the open storage and service yard areas will be replaced by other industry housed 

in buildings. 

By reviewing the total urban land use now existing in the Odessa Urban Area as compared with pro

jections for the future, it is indicated that from about 2,260 acres to 3,500 acres of additional ur

ban land conversion can be anticipated in the Odessa Urban Area by 1990. It is also indicated that 

a reserve of from 4,000 to 5,000 acres of vacant land should be allowed for within the total urban 

area. The resulting projections indicate an urbanized area of from 27,385 acres to 28,956 acres. 

Therefore, it can be anticipated that the urbanized area of Ector County should cover from about 43 

to 45 square miles by 1990. Most of the future urban development should occur in the scattered 

open areas within the existing land use pattern, outside the present City Area. By filling in the pre

sent scattered pattern outside the City, a much more efficient municipal service arrangement will 

result. 

FUTURE LAND USE PATTERN 

The recommended future land use pattern for the Odessa Urban Area is shown by Plate 10. The 

basic arrangement recognizes the principal land use distribution as it exists today and expands upon 

it. The preponderance of future industrial development is proposed to take place south of U. S. High

way 80. Future residential development is indicated both to the east, west and north. One of the 

important proposals indicated is the conversion of Monahans Draw to a parkway and its preservation 

as a drainageway. Other future park areas are not reflected on Plate 10, but it is anticipated that 

there will be a number of additions and some conversion of areas to park use. The area in and 
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TABLE 22 

FUTURE LAND USE PROJECTIONS, ODESSA URBAN AREA 

Acres of Urban Land Use 
Within City of Odessa (1) 

Acres of Urban Land Required 
In Odessa Urban Area In Future ( 2) 

Existing 
Existing Acres Used 

Land Use Category Acres Used Per 100 Persons 

Single-Family Residence 4,096.2 5.22 
Two-Family Residence 72.7 0 .09 
Multi-Family Residence 105.5 0 . 10 
Mobile Home Residence 17.2 0.02 } 
Trailer Park 31.5 0.04 
Public and Semi-Public 1,890.6 2.41 
Park Land 207.0 0.30 
Retail 399.6 0.50 
Commercial 327.5 0.40 
Commercial <Open Storage) 2.5 
Light Industry 124.9 0.31 
Light Industry <0 pen Storage) 121.7 
Heavy Industry 65.3 0.10 
Heavy Industry <Open Storage) 17.2 
Drill Site Reservation * 278.5 0.40 
Railroad Right-of-Way 36.9 0.05 
Street and Alley Right-of-Way 2,839.5 3.62 

Total Developed Area 10,634.3 13.56 

Vacant Land 1,763.0 2.25 

Total Area 12,397.3 15.81 

(1) Land Use computations from City of Odessa Corporate Limit Area 
(2) Projections for urban development inside and around Odessa 

} 

Future 
Acres Used Acres Required Acres Required 

Per 100 Persons 101,250 Population(3) 107,000 Population( 4) 

6.50 6,573.0 6,955.0 
0.10 101.2 107.0 
0.30 303.6 321.0 

0.20 202.4 214.0 

*** 3.50 3,542.0 3,745.0 
1.00 1,012.0 1,070.0 
0.50 506.0 535 .0 

*** 0.60 607.2 642.0 

-k-k-k 2.00 2,024.0 2,140.0 

0.40 404.8 428.0 

*** 0.16 161.9 171.2 

*** 5.80 5,869.6 6,206.0 

21.06 21,312.7 22,534.2 

6.00 ** 6,072.0 6,422.0 

27.06 27,384.7 28,956.2 

(3) Projections based upon the median growth projections of 101,250 persons in the urban area of Odessa (Ector County Urban ) by 1990 
(4) Projections based upon the high growth projection of 107,000 persons in the urban area of Odessa (Ector County Urban) by 1990 
* Dri II sites and re lated petrol eu m fac i I ities expected to conti nue to exi st for the projection peri od . 
** Assumed ratio of vacant and undeveloped land in the future 

-k-k-k Land Use Population ratio adjusted to reflect existing use cond itions outside City 
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downstream from the Sewage Treatment Plant could represent a public area likely to be converted to 

park use. 

The diagrammatic land use pattern shown by Plate 10 is considered preliminary and subject to some 

adjustment as other planning is undertaken and changes reveal a need to modify il. One example of 

change could be an adjustment of the major thoroughfare plan. The suggested major thoroughfares 

shown by Plate 10 recognize existing conditions and past planning efforts but do not represent a de

tailed study of the thoroughfare system. It is, however, recommended that the indicated thorough

fares be used as a gui de unti I such ti me as a more detai led Maj or Thoroughfare P I an is prepared . 

It is also recommended that the Diagrammatic Future Land Use shown by Plate 10 be used as a guide 

for other planning decisions and projections, such as for zoning, land subdivision and related devel

opment decisions. The land use pattern illustrated by Pl ate 10 is designed to achieve the fol lowing 

specific objectives : 

1. Create a compact, orderly and economic pattern of deve lopment for the Comillunity . 

2. Provide a guide for the develoPlllent of all types of cOlllmun ity facilities and utilities. 

3. Provide a general basis for decisions relative to future zoning and land use questions . 

• 
4. Encourage a high quality of physical development, particularly in the designated 

res i denti a I areas. 

5. Establish and assist in protecting adequate area for future industrial and commercial 

development in Odessa. 
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APPENDIX TABLE A 

LAND USE BY SECTIONS-AREA WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS 

CITY OF ODESSA, TEXAS - 1971 

Mobile Home Public and Light Industry Heavy InOOstry Railroad Suee! and Alley 
Bl ock Section Slngle·Famlly Two·Family MulU·Family Mobile Home ~ Semi-Public ~ fu!!!! ~ light Industry ~ Heavy Industry O~n StOfa2e ~ Right-or-way RI9ht-or-wa~ Total Devel0f!d ~ ~ 

Blk 41 
T-2-S 592 .9 18 576.2 16.7 592.9 

19 26 .0 6.1 32.1 32.1 

Blk 42 
T-1-S 

34 16.0 16.0 235.3 251.3 
39 7 .5 0.7 7.1 25 .0 40.3 64.B 105 .1 
40 0.3 4.4 4 .7 6.3 11 .0 
46 12.0 12.0 12.0 

Blk 42 
T-2-S 

3 1.6 9.5 11 .1 0.1 11 .2 
4 2.3 2.3 2.3 
9 0.5 90.6 2.0 11 .3 104.4 93.3 197.7 

10 250 .0 29.8 58.9 21. 2 55 .5 119.7 535.1 28.7 563.8 
11 219.2 3.1 15.B 0.6 44.9 116.5 400 .1 65.9 466.0 
12 5.0 10 .6 15.6 84.3 99.9 
13 217 .0 7.5 12.9 30·9 4.2 4.3 53.6 56.1 3B5.6 159.2 544.B 
14 330.2 2.2 0.3 59 .3 25 .2 59.7 163.1 640.0 41.4 6B1.4 
15 365.5 32.9 4.1 0.1 27 .6 6.6 24.1 23.1 7.2 9.B 150 .7 651.7 13.8 665.5 
16 161.3 1.3 1.2 2.4 9.1 36.1 10.8 14 .B 19.1 11.9 26.6 6.4 3.6 8 .7 132 .9 446 .2 38.7 484.9 
17 42 .7 0 .4 2.6 14.8 0.5 10.8 2.9 53.8 128.5 92.8 221.3 
20 157.4 0.2 5.8 15 .0 0 .7 17 .3 3.1 2 . 6 6.0 3 .9 94.4 306 .4 109.2 415.6 
21 321.6 2.4 4.9 77 .8 9.6 15.8 11 .9 1.8 176 .1 621.9 18.1 640.0 
22 313.2 5.7 9.2 1.5 5.3 21.5 16.1 23.9 22.0 0.8 0.8 2.0 1.6 205 .8 629.4 33.5 662.9 
23 296.1 3.0 7.2 65.3 13.9 50.2 1.4 172.8 609.9 30.1 640.0 
24 324.9 1.2 11.7 14.5 11.8 19.4 9 .0 205.2 601.9 37.5 635.2 
25 3.0 0.3 1.7 0 .7 4.8 21.2 1.6 6.6 16.1 56.0 18.0 74 .0 
26 120 .2 1.3 10.3 1.9 4.0 25 .6 4.1 29 .3 54.1 63.3 6.0 24 .0 11 .4 110.1 465.6 147.8 613.4 
27 92.3 1.7 3.9 3.9 4.4 64.1 2.1 87 .5 81.5 8.4 4.6 10 . 1 224.4 588.9 62. 1 651.0 
28 243 .6 3.6 10.3 41.9 4.8 32.2 22.2 6.3 11.6 2.7 3.0 4.4 209.7 596.3 48.5 644.8 
29 224.4 3.3 1.7 0.6 30.7 44.5 3.6 1.1 14.9 160.8 485.6 129 .4 615.0 
32 7 .4 7.7 1.5 5 .4 10.0 7.8 6.7 3 .3 20 . 1 69.9 14 .9 84.8 
33 139.5 0.1 0.8 0.4 7.0 38 .4 8.4 16.2 14.7 46.9 13.7 3.0 7.7 101.7 398.5 

118:1 m:1 34 185.9 6.0 8.5 5.5 22.7 8.6 18.7 15.6 2. 5 175 .6 449.6 
35 71.2 0.3 1.9 0 .6 58.6 12.4 1.8 1.5 41.9 190 .2 30.0 220.2 
38 7 .3 7.3 7.3 
39 8.9 6.0 14 .9 7 .2 22.1 
40 0.3 4.8 5 .6 1.1 6 .7 
47 522.0 522.0 522.0 

Total 4.096.2 7U lO5.5 17.2 3D 1,890.6 267.0 399.6 330.0 Ti4.9 T2IT 65.3 l7.2 278.5 3b.9 2,839.5 10,634.3 1,763.0 12 ,397 .3 



APPENDIX TABLE B 

LAND USE BY SECTIONS-AREA OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS 

BUT WITHIN LOOP 338 AND IH 20 

ODESSA, TEXAS - 1971 

Mobile Home Public and Light Light Industry Heavy Heavy Industry Railroad Street and Alley Total Vacant and 
Block Section Residential Mobile Home ~ Semi -Public ~ Retail Commercial Industry Open Storage Industry O~ Storaqe Drill Site Ri2hl-of-Wal RI9ht-of-Wa;t: Developed Agriculture Total Area 

Blk 41 6 1.9 1.9 1.9 
T-2-S 7 10 .5 10.5 629 .5 640.0 

8 19.4 19 .4 355.1 374.5 
18 34 .1 34.1 16 .6 50 .7 
19 3.3 10.7 12 .7 55.6 82 .3 529.2 611.5 
20 7 .4 7.4 7 .3 14 .7 
27 15.9 15 .9 46 .3 62.2 
30 22 .0 22.0 438.0 460 .0 

Blk 42 26 2.3 2 .3 3.2 5 .5 
T-l-S 27 13.7 13.7 286.3 300 .0 

28 13 .9 13 . 9 32B.7 342.6 
29 5.1 5 . 1 49.7 54.8 
31 4 .6 4.6 4.6 
32 11.2 11.2 543.8 555 .0 
33 4.7 231.1 2 .9 1.0 55 .0 294 .7 350 .0 644.7 
34 4.4 40.1 40.1 396 .5 436.6 
35 14 .8 14.8 270.0 284.8 
37 6.8 6.8 38.2 45.0 
38 7 .6 ( 7.6 637.9 645 .5 
39 17 .6 0.8 26.4 44.8 501.0 545 .8 
40 34.2 8.1 0.2 6.1 9 .8 23.5 14.4 10 .0 107 .9 218.6 472.9 691.5 
41 21.9 7.8 2 .1 7.7 22.9 7.6 17 .7 51.7 139.4 504.2 643.6 
42 7.3 7 .3 5.1 12 .4 
43 7.3 7.3 22.5 29.8 
44 12 .8 5 .6 0.7 0 .3 3.3 3 .7 12.0 4.5 27 . 2 23 .1 59 .3 212 . 5 445.7 658 .2 
45 28 .4 4.1 2.4 4.1 5.0 38.4 16 .5 17 .7 41.3 158.4 483 . 9 642 .3 
46 629.0 45 .6 674.6 674.6 
47 107.7 6.0 113 .7 538.5 652.2 
49 15.5 15 .5 368 .0 383.5 

Blk 42 1 643 .6 643.6 
T-2-S 2 669.0 669 .0 

3 99 .9 35.6 9.9 7.8 3 .5 15 .8 9 .1 31.4 5.3 12.0 87.0 317.3 320.0 637 .3 
4 73.6 7 .1 2.3 3.3 9 .2 33.8 25 .6 61.3 27 .5 3 . 2 7 .5 85 .1 339 .5 334.8 674 .3 
5 16.9 16.9 629 . 1 646 .0 
6 7 .3 7 .3 48.4 55.7 
7 1.0 11.0 12 .0 42 .9 54.9 
8 29.9 5.3 3.4 1.1 0 .6 9.6 21.5 19 .0 5 .3 5.5 9 .7 83 .3 194 .2 480 .8 675 .0 
9 45 .9 3 .3 3.6 5.5 1.4 12 .5 6 .3 11 .3 2 .9 48.4 141.1 303.6 444.7 

10 0 .8 10 .9 2 .6 9.8 11.7 31.3 5 . 1 72.2 34.0 106 .2 
11 174 .0 174.0 
12 4.7 4.7 569.3 574 .0 
16 7 .2 0 .8 8 .4 0 .3 1 .5 27.8 1.9 1.5 1.6 2.0 9.2 62 .2 103.8 166 .0 
17 3 .7 0 .8 2.4 26 .6 28 .6 10.2 8.2 16 .8 3 .4 84.5 185 .2 238 .3 423.5 
18 0.8 0.2 2.4 6.2 1.0 14.1 24.7 43.7 68.4 
19 2 .2 2 .2 .7 2.9 
20 6 .7 1.0 1.7 7 .2 2 .8 33 .0 52.4 200 .0 252.4 
24 0 . 2 0 .1 2 .8 0 .1 16 .7 4.6 6.8 1 .3 32.6 32.6 
25 0 .7 3 .4 13 .1 26.2 38.7 11.5 15.8 109 .4 462 .6 572 .0 
26 15 .7 7 .5 3 .8 6 .9 2 .0 13.2 49.1 28.5 77 .6 
29 27 .4 27.4 27.4 
30 0 .8 0. 2 1.3 20 .6 22.9 100.1 123.0 
31 0.6 5.6 4 .6 38 .8 49 .6 187 .4 237.0 
32 2 .6 0.4 1.7 11.7 29.6 74.4 84.4 84.0 3 .3 33 .6 325.7 261.2 586.9 
33 4 .6 0.8 8 .7 3 .9 0 .9 0 .2 7.9 29.9 13 .4 70 .3 130 .2 200.5 
34 6.8 6.8 3 .5 10.3 
35 7 .5 0 .4 8.9 6.0 5 .4 8 .3 33.4 10 .1 2 .0 1.7 6 .2 65.6 155.5 214.6 370.1 
36 1.4 2 .1 29 .9 33 .4 203.4 236.8 
38 6.3 6 .3 6.3 
39 21.0 21.0 9.2 30.2 
40 29.4 29 .4 126 .9 156.3 
41 12.0 22.7 34.7 147.0 181.7 
42 18.4 18.4 33.8 52 .2 

--- ---
463 .7 82 . 0 47.7 1,005.1 18 .7 30 .2 215.4 233.5 400 .9 215.3 251.7 81.5 40 .3 1,538 .8 4,624.8 15 ,012.5 19,637 .3 
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