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Our keenest critics are not the 
INTRODUCTION contemporaries who may be smug-

ly satisfied with our flourishing 
city, but those who shall look back twenty years from now and 
see what we with vision might have done with our present oppor
tunities. 

This presentation offers suggestions for development and use of 
one area where a real contribution can be made in a here-to-fore 
largely neglected part of our city. 

As a community grows, those primary municipal facilities and 
services which every community should provide, such as schools, 
street maintenance, police and fire protection, recreation facil
ities and the like, must be increased commensurate with growth. 

Of any single developmental factor, a rise in population is the 
greatest index of municipal growth and produces the most direct 
financial impact upon a municipality. Consequently, population 
and population distribution become the key to evaluating commun
ity needs. 

Recognition of considerable further growth of the City of Lubbock 
in the foreseeable future, accompanied as it will be by further 
demands for municipal facilities and services, should not cause 
the present residents of the City of Lubbock to despair. It is 
possible to guide and control such growth so as to make it an 
asset to both present and future residents. 

The basic purpose of planning is to coordinate each public policy 
and to use every tax dollar to insure that a better community and 
better services for everyone will be provided with less money 
than if we did not plan. Only by working out a reasonable plan 
can a commu.nity provide public facilities and services presently 
needed, and those necessitated by future growth and develop
ment with a maximum of order and a minimum of financial burden 



on the citizens. 

People within a cornrnunity will always have differing ideas and 
viewpoints about a variety of matters affecting their municipal
ity. Wide differences of opinion as to ultimate objectives are 
usually attributable to a lack of cornrnon understanding of the 
basic facts. One of the fundamental purposes of this report is, 
through a detailed analysis of the existing conditions, to afford 
s~ch cornrnon understanding. Only with such information in 
hand can a sound approach be made. in planning for the growth 
and development of the City of Lubbock. 

Planning must be regarded as a continuous process with plans 
being kept elastic for ready adjustment to new and unforeseen 
conditions and requirements. Since no one knows what the future 
holds, a sound plan is designed to be flexible so that as many 
as possible of the policies and recornrnendations can be contin
uouslyre -appraised in future years to keep abreast of the chang-

• ing time s . 

Planning must be done. in behalf of the majority of .the people 
of a municipality. A good plan must be focused on the kind of 
future development that will bring the most benefit to the maj-
0rity' not to any minority and certainly not to a few special 
interests. 

Whenever possible, planning should be done in cooperation with 
the planning boards of adjacent cornrnunities 'in order to enhance 
a sound regional as well as local development. 

Planning is especially important in a commu:r:tity which might 
grow like a plant with underground runners sending up shoots 
here and there. Developments may occur in one area, . then 
another, whenever tracts of land become available for develop-



ment. In former times houses were built slowly and a few at a 
time; today major subdivisions are developed all at once by large 
scale produc;tion. There is not slow, orderly growth; it i~ quick 
growth demanding municipal facilities and services immediately. 
If developments occur in areas in which the municipality is not 
presently equipped to furnish services, the provision of these 
services can be extremely costly to everyone. 

The first step in the development 
of a Master Plan program is to 

HOW DOES A MUNI- review and analyze the past his-
CIPALITY PLAN? tory of the municipality. The 

future is not determined by the 
past, . but an understanding of .the 

past is necessary to determine the present patterns of develop-
l~ mente 

The second step is the assembly of the complete knowledge of the 
present municipality and the surrounding area. In preparing this 
plan, a field inspection was made of all physical properties in 
North Lubbock. Surveys were also made concerning various 
factors outside the physical re-development area which would 
have direct bearing on the re -developed area. 

The third. step is the establishment of realistic goals for the reason
able future . Here we must be careful not to plan for too short a 
time nor too far into the future. A new water main or a new school 
will probably last from eighty to one hundred years, but no one 
can be certain of exact events next week or next year. The 
reasonable future has been established by the mortgage and bond 
market as being twenty to thirty yea.rs. This will be used as 
the time period for this study. 

The fourth step is a study of Cpunty, State, Regional and National 



population trends, and the establishment of a reasonable and 
conservative estimate of the probable population growth of the 
City of Lubbock within the next twenty years. This population 
target for the twenty year period .is then used to determine the 
quantity of land and the quantities of facilities and services 
which will be needed. Such needs can be accurately calculated for 
any given number of people. We then have a clear picture of how 
much land will be needed for homes and stores and non-residential 
uses, and how much additional school.facilities will be required. 

At this stage, we can determine where it will be best to locate 
additional new developments in relation to present facilities 
and services. A mumcipality can give inducements and incen
tives to guide new growth to sound locations. The presence or 
absence of water, sewer, school and park services is a major 
factor. At this stage we can accurately determine where serv
ices and zoning protections will be provided, and how much 
service and protection will be needed when our population target 
is reached. 

The only unknown factor is whether the population target will 
be reached in exactly twenty years, or ten years, or possibly 
thirty or forty years. Modern financial planning removes this 
unknown. If we plan the fimi.ncing of our municipal needs real
istically for a definite target population growth in a twenty year 
period, and a reasonable, conservative, and stable tax charge 
to avoid flucctuations of the taxes, and each succeeding year, 
carefully review the financial program, the exact time period 
becomes relatively unimportant. If growth is slower, the fi
nancing program will have to be slowed down, but expansion 
needs will not have to be met so soon. In such. a way, the City 
of Lubbock, if enough of its residents understand the practical 
soundness of a modern planning program, can so shape its future 
that each of the inevitable changes in the corning years will help 
produce a better, sounder, more economical and more livable 
community. 



THE SCOPE OF A 
MASTERPLAN 

A Master. PlanmlJ.st be as broad in 
scope as the elements affecting the 
development of a municipality. The 
Master Plan includes proposals 
regq.lating the use of land, the dis-
tribution and density of the popu

lation. future streets and traffic. facilities , water, sewage ,garbage 
and other public and semi -pUblic utilities. It should also contain 
proposals for conserving natural resources. 

The plan must give due consideration to the ability of the, Illll!IiliCi.
pality to carry out, over a period of years, .the :various proposals 
without imposing unreasonable financial burdens. To do this it 
is necessary to propose a capital improvement program that will 
enaple the City of Lubbock to carry out the entire plan. 

We must stress once more that planning must be regarded as a 
continuous procedure with plans ready for adjustment to new 
and unforeseen conditions. The policies and proposals should 
be continuolJ.sly re -appraised in future years to keep abreast of 
these changes. Planning must be done in behalf and for the 
benefit of the majority of the muni:cipality. 



HISTORY OF 
LUBBOCK 

Lubbock, Texas ,is located at 
101 0 .45' longitude and 33 0 .37' 
north latitude with an altitude of 
3,241 feet. The location was 

chosen. as a result of a compromise. 

W. E. Rayner, of Lubbock County, had started a town called 
Monterey on the section of land just north of the Texas Tech
nological College Campus. F. W. Wheelock of Lubbock County, 
John T. Lofton of Dallas, James Harrison of Dallas, and Rollie 
BUl"ns of Lubbock County had started a town called Lubbock on 
the section of land north of the canyon and east of the Plainview 
Road. All of these men realized that the two towns would not 
prosper; they agreed to consolidate their efforts. 

On December 19. 1890, the two parties officially met for their 
consolidation arrangements. They were to jointly select a third 
section of land located within five miles of the center of the 
county for starting a new town called Lubbock. 

Lubbock was named for Colonel Thomas S. Lubbock, a brother 
of Governor Frank R. Lubbock of Civil War fame. Thomas S. 
Lubbock carne to Texas with the New Orleans Group of 1835; 
in 1840 he was a Lieutenant of Santa Fe Expedition; he was a 
captain in the Comerville Campaign in 1842 by the Texans against 
Mexico; in 1861 he went into the Confederate Army a Lt. Colonel 
of the Texas Rangers. In feeble health Colonel Lubbock died in 
Nashville, Tennessee, in January, 1862. 

Lubbock existed as an unincorporated town for nearly nineteen 
years. On March 16, 1909. an election was held to decide 
whether or not the inhabitants were in favor of incorporating 
lias a town of more than one thousand inhabitants and less than 
two thousand inhabitants under the provisions of Title 18 of the 
revised Statutes of Texas. H 



The returns showed eighty-four in favor and forty-six against 
incorporation. Whereupon the county judge , Mr. John R . 'McGee, 
proclaimed the town incorporated. Lubbock was chafted .through 
the. Secretary of the State of Texas. 

At the turn of the century. Lubboc~IS businesses included three 
mercantile establishments. two hotels, one blacksmith shop, 
one barber shop, one grain store, two livery Eitables; two land firms, 
two lawyers. two medical doctors, and a newspaper. 

Now, .a half-century later , Lubbock has 248 manufacturing plants, 
790 wholesaler~, distributors, jobbers and/o; manufacturing 
establishments. Building permits have totaled over $176 million 
since 1950. For the past five years Lubbock has been rated 
among the top 10 U. S. cities in city index sales . 

Lubbock's growth in the last fifty years has been a nCinderella" 
story; although it has been a tale of farm lands blanketed in 

. cotton, turning into teeming subdivisions, instead of pUInpkins 
turning into carriages. When Lubbock's founding fathers· de-

. cided to incorporate in the year 1909. little did they realize that 
50 years later their foundling would grow into a metropolitan 
area with total assets approaching $100 million and an annual 
budget of more than $.10 million. 

At the same time the city has increased services to an area 75 
times the size of the corporate limits of the Htlle comm.unity. 
Population has also increased approximately 100 fold during 
those 50 years . Through this golden half-century the city has 
found it necessary to expand services at a rate that wo'Q.l.d have 
.astoundedthose first 1500 plus residents who always found 
numerous hitching rails on the main drag. 



1909 Lubbock incorporated - Santa Fe Railroad arrived 
1910 Popl'!-lation '.6' .938 
1911 First water system constructed, financed by $25000 

bond issue 
1920 Population 4,051 
1925 Texas Technological College opened 
1926 First oil well drilled in area. The. Lubbock Trade 

Territory now is producing 20% of U. S. crude oil 
1930 Population 20, 520 
1940 Lubbock (now Reese) Air Force Base established 
1940 Population 31,853 
1950 Population 71,747 - Lubbock designated metropolitan area 
1960 Population 128,048 - 9th in state 

Lubbock is located in the South 
LOCATION Central portion of the famed 

IILlano Estacado" or the. Sta"ked 
Plains area of the Texas Panhandle. Lubbock is in the center 
of Lubbock County and serves as the Coun,ty Seat for Lubbock 
County. 

Lubbock is located 118 miles South of Amarillo, 180 miles North
west of Abilene, 140 miles North of Midland and Odessa, 196 
miles West of Wichita Falls, and 171 miles East of Roswell, 
New Mexico. These are the nearest cities of any great conse
quence. Other cities which are further away, but still have 
effect on Lubbock economically speaking are .... Alburquerque, 
325 miles to the West; EI Paso, 350 miles to the Southwest; 
San Angelo, 197 miles to the South; and Fort Worth and Dallas, 
300 -310 miles to the, East, respectively. 

LUBBOCK LAKE 

The first people to live in Lubbock 
were the sturdy hunters who camped 
be side the Lubbock Lake Site from 
3,000 to 20,000 years ago. Evi
dence of this fact is found at the 



Lake Site. It shows unequivocally that rnen have lived for tens. of 
thousands of years in Lubbock county, and that the first Spanish 
conq-q.istadors, 400 years ago, were only recent corners. 

Lubbock1s reputation is greater in 'scientific circles for the Lubbock 
Lake Site than for any economic or civic reason. For in the Yellow 
House Canyon in one of the sharp bends there, lying in the elbow 
until the 1920·s was a lake of about 10 acres. It was fed by natural 
springs before the water table was lowered. The overflow ran 
down the canyon in a strearn of clear. cold water. 

The only other similar geological site is found near Clovis, New 
Mexico. The two sites constitute geological columns which contain 
a chronological record, superirnposed one on the other, of the 
known cultural groups who lived in the Southwest frorn elephant 
hunters 20,000 years ago to the Com.anches of 100 years ago. 
At no other known place in the new world is such a cornp1ete 
chronological record to be found. 

At the bottorn of the channel. for a considerable depth, is a layer 
of caliche gravel which was laid long ago by running strearns. 
Abundant in the stratum are bones of elephant, the pre-historic 
horse, several species of carne1, the huge, stupid ground sloth, 
dire wolf, an.te10pe, and Bison antiguous, with enorrnous horns 
rnuch larger than those of the rnodern bison. 

Atthe Clovis site they have found several large spear points in 
association with the elephant bones. These points have been 
called the Clovis points because of their location. The bones 
are plentiful in the Lubbock site and there is reason to believe 
that the Clovis points will be discovered with sufficient excava
tion. 

In the dark rnuck at the top of the column, representing the last, 



and historic lake, by which George Singer built his store in 1879, 
are found points and other flint artifacts- of late Plains. Indians, 
such as the Com.anches, Apaches, Kiowas, and others. 

It is believed, according to historians and other inform.ation 
available, that during Coronado IS search for the city of gold 
that his route took him to the Lubbock Lake Site which had been 
a favorite cam.ping spot from the time of the elephant hunters. 
The last Indian battle on the South Plains was at Long Water 
Hole and Lubbock Lake. 





ECONOMY OF THE 
LUBBOCK AREA 

Lubbock has a diversified economy, 
based upon intensively irrigated agri
culture. manufacturing, mine ral 

bution. transportation, 
production, construction. distri

and other categories of trade and service. 

Lubbockis located in a semi-arid region with an average rain
fall of 18.89 inches. The average temperature is 69 degrees F. 
and only 89 days (annual average) have temperatures above 90 
degrees. 

Because of intensive irrigation, Lubbock County has become a 
prominent agriclJ.l.tural county in the nation. It is the No. 1 
cotton-producing county in Texas. averaging 225 .• 910 bales yearly 
for the years 1951 to 1959 inclusive. In 1960" approximately 
350,000 acres were under irrigation; this was over 10 times 
the acreage irrigated in 1944. It was aiso estimated in 1960 
that 5.250 producing irrigation wells were in operation. Agri
cultural crops produced in the Lubbock area are: cotton, grain 
sorghums, wheat D oats, corn, soy beans, alfalfa, potatoes, 
onions. tomatoes, and carrots. Other important income
producing agricultural industries are: dairying, poultry raising, 
caged layer-egg production. beef cattle and sheep raising. and 
large commercial cattle feeding businesses. 

There is a scarcity in the Southwest of the greatest natural re
source of all, water. However, the City of Lubbock has fore
sightedly acquired water rights in the aggregate amount of 
82.000 acres. This amount is expected to suffice for 40 years. 
Another water -source venture has been entered, along with the 
citizens of 10 other cities in the Canadian River Project. 

Lubbock1s mineral resources include: oil. which has been in
creasing in production in the county; caliche .. a limestone -like 



road stablization material; sand and gravel for concrete. and build
ing work; and limestone, which can possibly be used in the future 
for Portland Cement and ceramics manufactUiring. 

Manufacturing is rapidly becoming a dominant force in Lubbock's 
economy. It has increased from 66 establishments in 1939 to 
248 in 1960. In 1960, 11 per cent of the civilian workers were 
employed in manufacturing. Manufacturing presently being carried 
out in Lubbock includes machinery, fabricated metals, food pro
ducts, and chemicals. In 1957, a firm of management consultants 
investigated the possibility of developing and attracting new indus
tries for Lubbock. Recommended industries with economic com
patibility to the Lubbock area are: meat packing, oil field equip
rnent, apparel, and fertilizers. Other industries which could 
feasibly locate in the Lubbock area are: manufacturing of precision 
equipment, food specialties, jewelry, greeting cards, and sporting 
goods. 

Wholesale trade or distribution is also an important factor to 
consider in the Lubbock economical set-up. Lubbock is the cen
tral wholesaling outlet for a 52 county area, including 6 counties 
in New Mexico. In 1939, the annual wholesale trade volume was 
33 million dollars, and in 1954, the total had risen to 263 million 
dollars annually, and is expected to be proportionally higher when 
the next figures are released on this subject. 

Economic growth in Lubbock has varied widely through the past 
two decades. In 1940, Lubbock per capita income was 3 per cent 
below the state average and 23 per cent below the national average; 
in 1945, it was 7 per cent below the state average and 18 per cent 
below the national average. Then.in 1950, Lubbock's per capita 
income was 16 per cent above the state average and 10 per cent 
above the national average. This trend continued through 1957 



when Lubbock per capita income was 27 per cent above the state 
average and 12 per cent above the national average. Another 
index of Lubbock's economic growthis the increasing amount of 
bank deposits. In 1959, Lubbock raru.ed sixth in all of Texas with 
a record-breaking 242. 7 million dollars on deposit as of January 
I, 1960, an increase of 15. 1 million dollars over the preceding 
year. 

POPULATION·TRENDS 
IN· LUBBOCK-

Because of the migration of young 
people into Lubbock, the popu-
1ation has been greatly affected 
by a high birth rate and a low 
death rate. In 1950, over 8 per 
cent of the national population 

was over 65, the Texas average was 6.7 per cent, and the Lubbock 
average was 4. 1 per cent. 

In 1950, there were 19,155 families in Lubbock with an average 
of 3 .. 36 persons per family. The average for Lubbock County 
was 3. 51 persons per family and the average for both the state 
and nation was 3.60. The average population per occupied 
dwelling unit was 3.8 in 1950. 

The non-white population is less than 10 per cent of the total 
Lubbock population. However, since 1920, this percentage .has 
been steadily increasing. 



THE TRADE AREA 

The metropolitan area of Lubbock 
is located in the center of its- trade 
territory. The trade territory 
consists of 6 counties in New 
Mexico and 45 in Texas. This area 

contains 63,508 square miles--an area larger than the. state of 
Florida. The retail trade area covers 3 counties in New Mexico 
and 22 in Texas; these counties have an aggregate population of 
about 640, 000 persons. The population of the entire 51 county 
area is about 976,800 persons. There are over 40 million acres 
of productive agricl;l.ltural land in the area with over 4 1/2 million 
irrigated acres in 1959. The 45 counties in the trade area produced 
about one billion dollars worth of minerals in. 1954; this was 
over one-fourth of the total state income from minerals. 

The basic resources of the area are its population and labor forces. 
land, water,_ and rn,inerals. 

The labor force is a major asset to the area. This force increased 
92.8 per cent between 1940 and 1950 in Lubbock County, not quite 
keeping pace with the population increase of 95. 1 per cent. In 
1960, the labor force comprised slightly less than 50 per cent of 
the population. However, due to the high percentage of seasonal 
employment and the inability of the Lubbock labor market to 
absorb immediately the flood of in-migrating labor, un-employ
ment sometimes runs quite high. A comparison of labor force and 
employment between the county, trade area; state, and nation is 
given in the opposite table. Also, the following map gives the 
population densities of the various counties in the Trade area 
along with Lubbock1s metropolitan location, and the boundaries 
of the wholesale and retail trade areas. 
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COMPARISON OF LABOR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT 

UNITED STATES, TEXAS, LUBBOCK TRADE ARE A , AND LUBBOCK COUNTY 

UNITED STATES 
Total Civil:lan labor Force 
Total Civll:lan Employment 
Peroentage Unemployed 

TEXAS 
Total Civil:lan labor Force 
Total Civll:lan Employment 
Percentage Unemployed 

LUBBOC K TRADE AREA 
(51-oounty area) 

Total Civili8.n labor Foroe 
Total Civil:1an Employment 

. Peroentage Unemployed 

LUBBOCK COUNTY 
Total Civil:lan labor Force 
Total Civll:lan Employment 
Percentage Unemployed 

1940 TO 1956 

In thouoanis of persons 14 years old ani over Percentage 
Increase 

1940 1950 1956 1940 to 1950 

55,640. 63,(>99. 67,530. ·13.4 
47,;20. 59,957. 64,'119. 26.2 

14.6 5.0 3.8 

2,455. 2,871. 3,520. 16.9 
2,138. 2,758. 3,379. 29.0 

12.9 3.9 4.0 

198. 273. 353 •• 37.9 
173. 263. 338. 52.0 
12.6 3.7 4.2 

20.7 39.9 50.8 92.8 
18.3 38.8 48.5 112.0 
11.4 2.8 4.5 

-labor force information not available for all of the 51 counties -
estimates of Total Civll:lan labor Force (1956) by Department of Planning. 

Source.: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population ani Statistical 
Abstraot of the United States, 1957. Texae Employment Commission 
Reports. 

Percentage 
Increase 

1950 to 1956 

7.0 
8.4 

22.6 
22.5 

29.3 
28.5 

27:3 
25.0 

Percentage 
Increase 

1940 to 1956 

21.4 
36.7 

43.4 
58.0 

78.3 
95.4 

145.4 
165.0 



The trade area is prim.arily an agricultural a~ea. The agricul
tural econom.y of the area is com.posed offarm.ing, livestock 
raising, and big-scale ranching. The principal crops grown in 
the area are cotton, grain sorghum.s, wheat, oats, and corn. 
The South.Plains, or the trade area, is the leading cotton pro
ducing area in the state. Grain sorghum. is second to cotton 
in. acreage and annual m.oney value in the area. Livestock pro
ductionis. still a big business in the area and has contributed 
greatly to the growth of the general econom.y. It was the prin
cipal source of incom.e fifty years ago but is now overshadowed 
by the cash incom.e from. crop products. Vegetable production is 
an agricultural enterprise which:is rapidly increasing in im.port
ance in this area, and, with the proper m.arketing organization, 
it could develop into a m.ajor industry. 

Another m.ajor asset of the area is the underground water supply. 
However, this vast underground reservoir is cutt off from. any re
charge except surface percolation. Research indicates that re
charge to the water-bearing fD~ation is less than half an inch 
per year. Although the supply is being exhausted in som.e areas, 
a 20 to 75 year supply rem.ains in m.ost of the others, even at the 
present great rate of consum.ption. Records show that 98 per 
cent of all underground water pum.ped in the area is used for agri
cultural irrigation; 2 per cent is used for industrial, m.unicipal, 
dom.estic, and livestock purposes. 

The trade area produces 20 per cent of the nation's crude oil and 
contains 54.,290 producing wells, 43 gasoline plants, 4 carbon 
black plants, 4 oil refineries, and 7, 100, 000, 000 barrels, or 
1/4 oithenation's oil reserves. 



PRINCIPAL MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS 

County 

Lubbock· 

Nolan 

Howard 

Ector 

Fisher 

1 9 5 4 

Manufactured Products 

Cottonseed 0 U, -feedstuffs, dairy products, 
meat and poultry prod-qcts, foundry, and 
machine shops, oU field equipment, tank 
manufacture. 

Gypsum products, portland cement, stone 
products, meat products, cottonseed 
products, tile and metal products. 

Petroleum refining, carbon black, 
petrochemicals, meat products. 

Petroleum refining, liquefied petroleum, 
petrochemicals, carbon black, sulphur. 

Gypsum products, cottonseed oU, 
petroleum refining. 

Source: Texas Almanac, 1958-59. 

AND VALUE 

Value added by 
ManU£acture 

$22,902,000. 

$18,563,000. 

$14,461,000. 

$1l,145,000. 

$ 9,542,000. 



Located in West Texas and southeastern New Mexico in the trade 
area, is the Permian Basis, one of the largest oil~producing areas 
in the world. This area became well-known in 1923 with the dis
covery of oil near Artesia, New Mexico. Between January, 1926, and 
December~ 1932, 45 other fields were brought into production. In 
1948, the most sensational oil discovery was made in Scurry County. 
The West Texas area became the busiest in the oil world with more 
than a third of the nation1s rigs in operation . 

. Manufacturing and trade is the next major source of revenue, even 
though the area is predominantly agricultural. In 19054, the date 
of the last survey of which figures have been released, 118 million 
dollars were added to the area economy through manufacturing; 
one-fifth of this was in the City of Lubbock alone. The five leading 
counties of the area and their values produced are listed in the 
following table. In the second .following table are found the statistics 
of the retail sales for the 51 county area from 1939 to 1954. The 
third and final table fol~owing deals with the bank deposits of the 51 
county area from 1946 to 1957 . 

Within the .trade area, there are several factors concerning land 
use. for recreational facilities which are of importance to the 
development of North Lubbock and the park and recreationalfacili
ties contained therein. A comprehensive study on this was conducted, 
and is reported below. 

A REPORT ON PARK 
AREAS.IN THE LU;BBOCK 
TRADE TERRITORY 

The Lubbock retail trade terri-
tory includes some twenty-
four counties in Texas and three 
in New Mexico. The wholesale 

trade area takes in another three counties in New Mexico and twenty
two in Texas. Thus,. Lubbock could be considered a key city in a 
fifty...,two county area. The retail area population includes a total of 
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Year 

1939 

1948 

1954 

L 
Number of 
Stores 

8,188 

8,842 

9,965 

"" 
RETAIL SAL E S 

51- COUNTY AREA 

1939 TO 1 954 

Total Sales 
(thousands of dollars) 

174,603 

684,353 

1,008,205 

Sales Increase 
(thousands) 

509,750 

323,852 

Source: United States Department of Commerce, Census of Business, 1939, 1948, & 1954. 

Percentage 
Increase 

291.9 

47.3 
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about 640,000 persons, and the wholesale area has a population 
of approximately 1,100,000. 

The first consideration we shall give is to major municipal parks. 
We find these located in the towns of Clovis, Childress, Floydada, 
Plainview, Littlefield,. Portales, Ft. Sumner; Roswell, Levelland, 
Haskell, Brownfield, and Hobbs; Seagraves and Seminole--have. a 
large county park in Gaines County in a co -operative program, 
Lamesa, Snyder, Sweetwater, Big.Springs, Andrews, Carlsbad, 
Odessa, and Midland. These parks all contain recreational fac
ilitie s, picnic areas and swimming pools. 

Next, in considering the State Parks, we find that there are four 
in the immediate area, with one just outside the area. That is 
Palo Duro Canyon in Armstrong County, just north of Briscoe 
County. In Lubbock, of course, we find Mackenzie State Park; 
in Big Springs, in Howard County, we also find a State. Park on 
Highway 87. In Ward County, northeast of Monhans on Highway 
80, we find Sandhills State Park, a rather new development, and 
in. Reeves County near Balmorhea, is located Balmorhea Lake, 
a State Park with the only state -owned and operated lodge or 
hotel in the state. Also included in this category are the Bottom
less Lakes and a New Mexico State Park in Chaves County south
east of Roswell. 

There is one National Park in the area in Eddy County, New Mexico. 
This is the widely known Carlsbad Caverns. Big Bend National 
Park is locat~d just out of the area in Brewster County, Texas, 
south of Reeves County. 

There are numerous lake areas in the territory which are in var
ious stages of development. These are L;:tke Childress in Child
ress County near the town of Childress; Lake Pauline, near Quannah 



in Hardeman County, Lake Stamford near Haskell in Haskell County; 
Lake Thomas in Borden and Scurry Counties; Lake Sweetwater near 

· Sweetwater in Nolan. County; Lake Colorado City near Colorado City 
in Mitchell County; Red Bluff Lake in Loving and Reeves Counties; 
Buffalo Springs Lake near Lubbock, in Lubbock County; and Bull 
Lake near Littlefield, in. Lamb County. 

There are several other areas which do not fall under any of the 
other classifications. Th«ase are Boy Scout Camps and camping 
areas in Briscoe County near Silverton, and near Post in Garza 
County. East of Crosbyton, there is a nine-acre roadsidelpark, 
Silver Falls by name, which receives quite heavy usage. South
east of Ft. Sumner in De Baca County, New Mexico, is the site 
of the Fort and the grave of the notorious outlaw of the 80 1s, 
Billy the Kid; this area is also widely and heavily used. A sand 
hill area which could possibly be developed into park areas by the 
state or counties runs from midway in Bailey County bisecting 
Lamb- County into Hale County. Another similar facility to con-

· sider in this survey is an average of 6. 5 acres per county of 
state roadside parks. 

In summarization, we should say that this report does not give 
information on every park in this area, as there are..privately 
owned facilities not indicated. However, we have tried to bring 
into consideration all parks and recreational facilities in the 
Lubbock area which could possibly have influence on park atten-

· dance and development for the North Lubbock area. 



There are many physical factors which will affect the future develop
ment of the North Lubbock area. These include large public areas, 
existing and p.roposed industrial developments, low-lying areas 
subject to flooding, limits of the sanitary sewer system, the 
Lubbock corporate city limits, and the proposed location of Free
way Loop 289. 

In the public area category is included land used for parks, schools, 
churches, country clubs, and many governmental operations. 
Public and semi-public areas within the present city limits contain 
approximately 4,200 acres; the MuniCipal Airport, located just 
outside the city limits, contains approximately 1,300 acres. Texas 
Technological College, with 2,015 acres, is the largest single 
tract of public land within the city. 

In previous .years, Texas Technological College's lands have acted 
as a deterrent to the development of Lubbock to the north and to 
the west. However, the construction of Loop 289 and other major 
thoroughfares in the city will eliminate this problem. 

Mackenzie Park, northeast of the central business district, and 
the two country clubs in the northern part of Lubbock are other 
large public areas affecting the development of North Lubbock. 

The low areas along Y~llow House Canyon and the wet-weather 
lakes are subject to flooding during flash floo.ds and extended 
periods of wet weather. Construction is permissible in a1l areas 
along the canyon. However; certain requirements are made by 
the City Planning Commission when property is subdivided so 
that the property owners, the City Building Inspector, and any 
others will be made aware of the hazards. involved when building 
in the low areas. 



The City Lake Ordinance provides for the designation of lake 
areas and prohibits the issuance of building permits in such 
areas. Permits to make uniform fills are made from material 
excavated from a lower portion of the lake. This provision of the 
ordinance has made possible the reclamation of many acres of 
usable land for residential and business purposes. 

Lubbock1s traffic dispersal system is the result of many years 
of careful planning. In many cities where freeways have been 
built, homes, business ,buildings, and factories have been con
demned in the path of the proposed :road. By locating the free
way before the areas are built up, millions of tax dollars can 
be saved. When Loop 289 is completed, travel from one part of 
the. City to another can be accomplished witho~t, conflict with the 
ever -increasing traffic of downtown. Development of areas in
side the loop will be encou:raged and Lubbock will become a more 
balanced city, with the central business district again near the 
center of town. 

The population density of the City of Lubbock is the next major 
factor to consider in the development of North Lubbock. In the 
next plate is a graphic illustration of Lubbock1s population as 
computed in persons per square mile. 

There are many factors to consider in the city today which will 
affect in some measure the development for North Lubbock which 
has been proposed, but it is felt that the afore mentipned are the 
factors which have the greatest bearing upon this project. 
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NORT-R'LUB£OCK 
DEVELOPMEN·TAL 
AREA 

If the City of Lq,bbock is to grow 
in all directions and the downtown 
area is to be kept the heart of the 
City .. one major stumbling block 
must be removed. This is the 
inaccessibility of the area covered 
in this survey and the undesirable 

elements of slum type dwellings and uncoordinated industrial 
developments now present in portions of this area. Highway 
Loop 289 now under construction will help make this area acces
sible, but further planning is necessary to develop the area in 
a practical and coordinate!.d manner. This plan is a proposed 
guide for the dev~lopment of the North Lubbock area which takes 
into consideration the existing topographical and industrial features 
of the area, and the need for tying this area into the plans for the 
City as a whole, 

In planning the North Lubbock a~ea, the future population was 
given careful consideration, The projected population report 
compiled by the Department of Planning of the City of Lubbock 
served as the index for the developmental proposals. This pro
jected population was made on the main assumption that the economy 
of the Lubbock.Trade Area wilt continue to grow steadily unless 
there is a nation-wide economic depression, As an example, the 

. City of Denver, Colorado, contains approximately the same level 
area as Lubbock, but its population is five times that of Lubbock, 
It.is logical to assume that Lubbock will attain similar proportions 
in the years to corne, and adequate facilities must be provided for 
this type of growth. 

The North Lu bbock area has a tremendous potential both as an 
industrial and as a residential area. The existing railway spurs 
make industrial development natural for portions of the area. The 
interesting topography of Yellow House Canyon can be used to advan
tage in the development of both residential and industrial areas. 



In preparing a plan for the developrn.ent of any urban area it is 
essential to first consider the objectives to be attainedo First 
and forern.ost is the attern.pt to provide a pleasing environrn.ent 
for each individual who lives and/or works in the areao Traffic 
patterns, both vehicular and pedestrian, rn.ust be arranged for 
accessibility throughout the area and in relation to the City as 
a wholeo Space for schools, parks ,:fire protection, churches, 
shopping centers ,and.'pubili.ci:i.litilitie.s:JInust be provided in~_ 
accordance with both the present and possible future population 
of the areao Econorn.ics plays a rn.ajor role in the developrn.ent 
of an areao Zoning rn.ust be established to allow for adequate 
service facilities without causing a blight on the environrn.e.nt 
being created. Each of the above factors .is interdependent upon 
the other. The rn.aster plan for the area is a proposal for develop
rn.ent of the North Lubbock area in a rn.anner which wo-q.ld take 
into consideration all the factors involved in attern.pting to rn.ake 
this area a vital part of the City of Lubbocko In addition, spe
cHic problern.s have been studied and solutions proposed in order 
to provide the best possible facilities for the area. 

The proposed systern. of traffic dispersal is designed both for 
convenience and accessibility to the Lubbock downtown are a and 
for elim.ination of excess traffic through the residential sections of 
the area. Already a rn.ajor step in the creation of an efficient 
and practical traffic pattern has .been rn.ade with the approval by 
a bond election of Loop 289 encircling the city. In addition, sorn.e 
provision is needed for ready access to the downtown section frorn. 
North Lubbock, and this plan proposes two rn.ajor changes in the 
existing traffic patterno One is the construction of a Parkway 
Drive running through Yellow House Canyon frorn. Northwest 
Lubbock to Southeast Lubbock. A rn.ain feature of this construction 
would be a cloverleaf intersection at the point where the proposed 
Parkway Drive crosses Avenue H, which would irn.prove t:raffic 



flow to and from the downtown area as well as outlying districts. 
The other major change would be the improvement of traffic flow 
on Avenue H and Fourth Street by widening of Avenue H frotrl 
North Lubbock into the downtown section and lowering of Fourth 
Street so that Avenue H traffic would pass over it. 

Conditions for inter-area and pedestrial traffic within the North 
. Lubbock area would be greatly improved over the customary type 
of city development. By arranging the street patterns in such a 
manner as to lirnitthe flow of through traffic within the residential 
area to certain designated streets, much of the noise and danger 
found in many present day developments can be eliminated. Homes 
are located on short cul de sacs, and curvilinear streets extend 
from through streets. Green belts of grassed areas between 
homes replace ugly alley ways and form a system of pedestrian 
.traffic lanes that connect the homes to the schools, parks, and 
neighboring re sidence s. 

In maintaining a desirable environment for the North Lubbock 
area, adequate and effective zoning must be employed. The pro
posed zoning areas are determined in accordance with estimated 
future as well as present reql,lirements and with the major perman
ent features that now exist. As far as possible the industrial 
sites are located within one area with adequate space for an indus
trial park type development. A detailed plan for an industrial 
development of this type is included in. this reporL Commercial 
zones must be established throughout the development to provide 
adequate service; and convenience. These are limited to small 
areas stratigically located within the community. and strip zoning 
is avoided. All commercial and industrial areas al1:eas are sep
arated from residential areas by parks, green belts or other ade
quate buffers with the suggested plan for residential development 
of the area being that acc:eptable and attractive lower cost housing 



would be zoned nearest the industrial areas and more expensive 
developments farther away from industrial areas. 

In providing services for the residents of the area, recommended 
national standards were observed. Fire stations are located so as 
to be no more than one mile from any point in the area. A neigh
borhood type shopping center is located with easy access from 
College Avenue. It is suggested that a major portion of the churches 
for the area be located in the shopping center area so that parking 
lots can be used for church attendance. A major step in the gen
eral upgrading of the area would be the use of underground utility 
lines which could be made practical by dividing the .rather high 
initial cost between the utility cPnlpanies, the land developers, 
and the individual home owners. 

Of utmost importance in the development of an urban area are 
the provisions for schools and parks. This study proposes that 
lake or other areas unsuitable for residential development be 
used for these facilities- whereever possible; that schools and 
parks be located in accordance with national standards in rela
tion to population and distance; that adequate sites ;be provided; 
and that, in some cases, school ground and park areas be combined 
for year around use with less cost. Included in this survey are 
detailed plans for a combination school-park development on a 
large centrally located site and plans for a park-playfield including 
baseball and soitball diamonds, a football stadium, a 3-par golf 
course and facilities for court games and dancing. 

Because of its historical and archaelogical significance, it is 
proposed that the Lubbock Lake area be developed as a park 
with a museum housing and recoristructions of early dwellings 
of the area, items of historical interest and with park facilities 
such as party house -restaurant, pl?ygrounds, and picnic facili
ties. Plans for the development of this area are included in this 
study. 



P ARKW A Y INTERSEC TION 



PARKWAY DRIVE 

In order to provide access to the 
downtown and southeast sections 
of Lubbock from North Lubbock 
and othe r outlying areas and to 
facilitate an organized pattern of 

traffic flow through the North Lubbock area, it is proposed that, 
in conjunction with Loop 289 which will circle the city, a Park
way Drive be constructed running through Yellow House Canyon 
from just east of the Clovis Highway-Loop 289 intersection in 
.Northwest Lubbock, crossing Avenue H just west of Utility Hill, 
and continuing through the canyon to its termination at the inter
section of 50th Street and Loop 289 in Southeast Lubbock. The 
proposed Parkway Drive would be a six-lane moderate speed 
highway separated by a median strip and located so as to make 
best possible use of the adjacent topography. 

A major feature of the proposed drive is a four leaf clover inter
section at the point where Parkway Drive crosses Avenue H 
designed to enable traffic to proceed in any direction. 

Presently U. S. Highway 87 southbound traffic is directed toward 
Avenue A. With the construction of the clover leaf intersection, 
it is proposed that the existing route of Highway 87 to Avenue A 
and the cut offs be eliminated and that this traffic be diverted to 
Avenue H, which would be widened to accommodate the increased 
traffic flow. Southbound traffic on U. S. 87 would have an option 
of turning west onto the Parkway Drive, proceeding south. to 
downtown Lubbock on Avenue H or turning east on the Parkway 
Drive. From this point the motorist can continue east, southeast, 
or south, making use of a moderate traffic bypass of the down-
town area. The intersection will give Parkway Drive traffic 
an option of routes south to downtown Lubbock, east on Parkway 
Drive, or north on U. S. 87. 



In this plan, the clover leaf intersection is located in.an area 
containing a change in grade of forty-six feet. ParkwayDrive 
is designed in an area five feet above the lowest point in the 
canyon. The intersecit.i,!Jg point of U. S. 87 and the Parkway Drive 
will provide for clearance of twenty feet, four feet in excess of 
standards set forth by the Federal Government. All sides and 
connecting roads are designed to :make best use of the existing 
contours and provide for safe entry and dispersal. 

The existing railroad crossing is a trestle type construction 
and would re:main in its existing location. This study proposes 
that the trestle be replaced with a concrete pillar type construc
tion to increase the safety factor and provide better conditions 
for adjacent land i:mprove:ment. 

With the c,onstruction of the Parkway Drive and clover leaf inter
section, upgrading of the entire North Lubbock area can be :more 
readily achieved. In conjunction with Loop 289, the Parkway 
Drive would provide access to a relatively undeveloped are a near 
the heart of the City for orderly industrial develop:ment. and would 
raise land values in this area and thus help eli:minate undesirable 
slu:m type structures. Plans for use of land adjacent to the Pa:r:k
way Drive would include office buildings, wholesale distributors 
and warehouses, and si:milar industrial operations in an industrial 
park type develop:ment, With adequate industrial sites., provision 
of adequate parking, storage facilities, and roo:m for expansion. 
Existing plans as set forth by the City of Lubbock Planning 
Depart:ment for expansion of facilities on Utility Hill are incor
porated in the plans for the develop:ment of this area. 





DOWNTOWN LUBBOCK 
TRAFFIC DISPERSAL 
SYSTEM 

In conjunction with the construc
tion of a Parkway Drive running 
from. Northw.~st to Southeast Lub
bock and with. Loop 289 which will 
circle Lubbock, a system. of traffic 
dispersal for downtown Lubbock 
has been designed. The existing 

core of the downtown traffic dispersal system. is the intersection 
of Fourth Street and Avenue H and this study proposes that these 
streets be redesigned for increased traffic flow which would occur 
with growth of the North Lubbock area. 

Avenue H, north of Fourth Street, is designed as a m.ajor thpwough
fare one hundred and twenty feet wide with four lanes each for 
north and south bound traffic and a m.edi~m strip dividing the two 
sections. Avenue H is designated as a one-way street for north
bound traffic all the way from. the Parkway Drive and North Avenue 
H intersection through downtown Lubbock to Nineteenth.Street. 
Texas Avenue is designated as a one -way street for southbound 
traffic from. Eighth. Street where it is adjoined by Avenue H to 
Nineteenth Street. The North A~ue H underpass would be en
larged to afford passage under the Santa Fe right-of-way between 
Fifth and Seventh Streets. 

In redesigning Fourth Street, the existing underpass is retained 
but Fourth Street is lowered to allow the eight lan~s of Avenue 
H and the southbound Avenue J access road to pass over it. 

The proposed traffic dispersal system. would provide the follow
ing patterns of traffic flow into downtown Lubbodk: From. North 
Lubbock, traffic m.ay proceed wouth on Avenue H .. From. the east, 
traffic m.ay proceed west on Fourth Street past Avenue H, turn 
off Fourth Street onto the southbound avenue J access road ani 



proceed into the downtown area on Avenue J. FroIn the west, 
traffic Inay enter downtown Lubbock by proceeding east on Fourth 
Street, turning south of£Fourth Street onto Avenue J, and pro
ceeding into the downtown section via that street. For egress 
froIn downtown Lubbock the following patterns would restj.1t: to 
the North Lubbock area, traffic <i:ould Inove north on Avenue H to 
Parkway Drive. Ei-stbound h.:affic could turn off Avenue H onto 
the Fo~rth Street access road, proceeding east on Fou:rth Street. 
For access to NorthlWest Lubbock, traffic would be routed north on 
Avenue J, cross Fourth Street on the Avenue J overpass, follow 
the curved access road to Fourth Street, then travel west on Fourth 
Street. 

The proposed changes v.ould necessitate the,reInoval of SOIne 
existing structures adjacent to these streets, but the Inajority 
of the large existing buildings in the area would remain. This 
plan shows sub-standard buildings reInoved wherever possible 
and open areas created which would be s1.litable for businesses; 
warehouses, office bu~ldings, and low-rent housing in an attempt 
to iInprove the general conditions of this area. 

The following tiIne study of estiInated driving tiInes froIn the 
central business district to various representative residential 
areas within the City has been cOInpiled to illustrate the increased 
efficiency provided by the proposed construction of Loop 289 and 
Parkway Drive arid the iInproveInent in the downtown traffic dis
persal systeIn by Ineans of the proposed changes in Avenue H 
and Fourth Street: 



Reside!l.tial Point ~Driying Time 
From Downtown 
With Present 
Traffic Dispersal 

_ System 

55th St. & Wayne Ave. 15 minutes 
10th St. & Vicksburg Ave. 12 
22nd St. & Vicksburg Aye. 19 1/2 
55th St. & Gary Ave. 16 
49th St. & Qu,irt Ave. 12 
13th St. & Ironwood Ave. 10 
Kemper- St. & Utica Ave. 12 

Driving Time 
From Downtown 
With Proposed 
Traffic Dispersal 

System 

14 minutes 
10 1/2 
13 
14 1/2 
11 

7 
8 1/2 

Although the time saved by the proposed thoroughfare complex 
is small in each representative sampling, the total increased 
efficiency would be of great importance in future years. In 
accordance with the expected increase in population of the Lubbock 
Trade a~ea and the North Lubbock area specif{cally, this system 
is designed.to handle a much greater volume of traffic. The main 
traffic routes are designed for convenience and safety with no 
stops, all access and egress controlled, and the traffic flow unim
peded byanyobstac1e. 





INDUSTRIAL PARK 

An indl;1strial park type development 
is proposed for the area bounded 'by 
Clovis Road and the railroad and 
Yellow House Canyon. This area 
presently contains strips of indus

try but should be Clearly defined and zoned to create a plan for 
industrial development that would be p:ractical and desirable and 
that would prevent the encroachment of industrial operations upon 
residential sections of North Lubbock. With the proposed changes 
in the traffic dispersal system providing access to this section 
and with the existing railroad facilities, this area is a natural one 
for industrial development. The interesting topography of the 
Yellow House Canyon area could be used to advantage in its de
velopment. 

In the proposed Industrial Park, every effort is made to provide 
an environment condusive to industrtal expansion .and at the same 
.time upgrade this area from existing conditions to promote the 
growth of residential areas- of North Lubbock. 

The entrance to the area is from Clovis Road and Avenue U. 
The street pattern is principally the same .found·. in the area 
presently but does afford a better circulation of traffic for 
the larger sites of the area. The streets aa::e all four lanes with 
divider strips to provide safer controlled circulation and easy 
access to and from all locations within the area. The street 
pattern is basically a "U" shape attached to Avenue U, with a 
one way street allowing access onto the proposed Parkway Drive 
in the Yellow House Canyon, which will provide a more direct 
access to various parts of the city and surrounding areas for 
trucking and employees. 



Building sites are designed for utility With ample space for park
ing, storage, and expansion, with better traffic circulation provided. 
Beauty with uniform building setbacks of one hundred feet, open 
spaces between sites to create a feeling of spaciousness, plantings 
of trees and shrubs about the area to screen unsightly industrial 
operations, and orientation of buildings to take advantage of the 
interesting view in the Yellow House Canyon area are also planned. 

Buffer zones of parks or green belts between the industrial and 
re sidential areas are de signed to eliminate any blight area housing 
adjacent to the industrial area and to screen the residential areas 
from noise of the industrial section. 

To accomplish the objectives in this development, zoning restric
tions would need to be employed controlling the type s of bu~ine s s 
operations allowed in the area and standards set up and enforced 
requiring proper site planning With adequate setbacks f1."om streets, 
parking and storage areas and screening of unsightly operations. 



SCHOOL-PARK 
COMBINATION 



THE SGHOOL~PARK 
.. COMBINATION 

The conjunctive use of parks and 
schools on a single site is a re.,l
atively new concept being tested 
in a number of cities. Presently 
in Lubbock plans have been made 
to use several school grounds for 

supervised recreation during the summer months and for the 
Luh\:;>ock Park and Recreation Department to landscape and main-
tain these grounds. A system of combining park and school sites 
.has many advanta~es. Arnongthose reported from several cities 
are: more efficient use of land without duplication of facilities. 
more room for future expansion of schools. lower maintenance 
costs than for separate units, more spacious and attractive en
yironments for schools, more efficient use of auditorium and other 
recreational structures and of playgroung equipment, and a de
crease in vandalism in the improved environment. The coop
erativeplan of school and parkland use appears to be one of the 
most worthwhile and economically feasible developments of recent 
years in that it provides necessary facilities at reduced costs for 
land and improvements and for their maintenance. 

The site for the proposed 180 acre school-park area containing 
high school, junior high school, and elementary school buildings 
is located u(:l,arthe center of the North Lubbock section northeast 
of the College Avenue -Loop 289 intersection. Several factors are 
involved in proposing a large 180 acre site for this developmellt. 
One is that national standards have been set forth recommending 

. allottments of forty acres for high schools and 20 acres each for 
junior high and elementary schools in school-park areas. In 

. addition, a portion of this site is a lake area unsuited to residen
tial development would increase the aesthetic value of the entire 
area. The remaining land is used to provide park areas and at
tractively landscaped buffer zones between the separate schools 
and between the residential and school areas. 



School and recreational facilities in the area would include the 
follo~ng: 

A campl1s type senior high school designed for 2100-3000students 
with four classroom bq.ildings, an auditorium, and a building 
housing the men1s and women1s gymnasiums. This campus type 
plan is patterned after a new high school campus in San Angelo, 
Texas, which has received national recognition. This type of 
design pef1;nits greater flexibility and efficiency in the use of the 
school fadlities and aliSo provides a more pleasing school envir
onrnent which fosters pride inthe school and reduces vandalism 
in the area. Recreational facilities connected with the high school 
include softball diamonds, a track, football fields, and a base
ball diamon,q.. 

A 700-900 student junior high school has two football fields and 
four softball fields located near the buildings. The junior high 
school is separated from the senior high school by heavy plant
ings of trees and shrubs and by the lake area. To insure ad
equate capacity for. the increased run-off which would res1;llt from 
the developing and paving of the surrounding area, the lake. was 
deepened, enlarged, and the natural shape changed. A portion 
of the lake lies between two classroom buildings, creating an 
aquatic garden. 

A park in the central portion of the tract separates the junior 
and senior high schools from the elementary school. In this 
central park area picnicking. faci~ities are located. 

A 400 -600 student elementary school is located at the northern 
end of the 180-acre 'site with recreational facilities designed for 
elementary school age children. There is a hard surface play 



area containing court game layouts, playground equipment, and a 
spray pool, and three baseball diamonds of the type suitable for 
Little League play. A man-made hill is located south of the 
building which provides an interesting topographic change. 

In. the residential area surrounding these schools and in the 
. North Lubbock area generally, this study proposes that homes 
be faced away from the streets, which would also serve as 
alley ways, and that there "be a .system of grassed pedestrian 
walkways, or greenbelts, running throughout the area which 
would provide safe pedestrian traffic throughout the area. The 
higher valuations on property in this type of development with 
resultant greater taxes could offset the cost of this system. 





THE PARK 
PLAY-FIELD 

This proposed athletic area is 
an extension of the parks system 
designed to provide much needed 
recreational faciliteis for older 

children and adults. In orde r to meet national standards, the 
City of Lubbock should have two such areas of approximately 
forty-five acres. With the development of a Park Freeway through 
North Lubbock, many excellent sites through Yellow House Canyon 
would be available for park use. 

The 74 acre area proposed for the park playfield is located 
immediately northeast of the Loop 289 -Parkway Drive intersec
tion, in Yellow House Canyon. The topography of the Canyon 
at this spot .is ideal for athletic area development. The sharp 
drop in contours makes it possible to set Hghts below the cFtnyon 
rim, thus screening them from view of residents in adjoining 
neighborhoods and also creates a barrier for the noise associated 
with play activity. In addition, seating facilities for the ball 
diamonds and football field can be cut into the side of the canyon. 

Recreational facilities included in the playground are two soft
b;3.ll diamonds, a baseball park, a football field, three tennis 
courts, a three -par golf course, and a large building housing 
an area for court games, dancing, maintenance facilities, a 
concession stand, and living quarters for the caretaker. 

The ball fields are of regulation size so that area and state 
competition games may be played. These field would be 
available to church leagues. and any other organized city leagues. 

Adequate parking is provided by two parking lots, one serving 
the golf course, dancing and court game area; the other serving 
the ball diamond area. 



The three-par golf course .is a recent innova,tion which has proven 
to be very popular and to serve as an excellent source of revenue 
in other cities. It is a nine -hole pitch and putt course with short 
holes, but with the l,l,sual obstacles associated with a golf course, 
contained in an area of approximately ten and one -half acres. 
The course is designed to be lighted to allow night play, and the 
playing time required is short enough to allow a man or woman 
to enjoy the relaxation of a round of golf after wor:t<:ing hours. 
Since no drives would be permitted on the shorter fairways, the 
danger of stray balls would be elimin,ated, and the smaller area 
of this type golf course would greatly reduce maintenance costs. 





The Lubbock. Lake Site area is an 
important part of Lubbock ~h 

THE LU-BBOCK for its historical sigriificance and 
LAKE PARK from the archeological and geological 

stp.ndpoints, and restoration and 
preservation of the area should 

certainly be accomplished in the near future. Until the 1920's, 
this section o£ Yellow House Canyon contained a ten-acre lake 
fed by natural springs. It was on the rim of the canyon by this 
lake that George Singer built his store in ~879 whice served as 
the only general store for many years in the Lubbock area. The 

_ Lubbock Lake Site area is also recognized in scientific circles 
for its archaelogical and geological discoveries. This site and 
another in Clovis , New Mexico ,contain strata formations which 
cop-stitute geological columns giving a chronological record of 
all the known cultural groups who lived in the Southwest from 
elephant hunters 20,000 years ag_o. to the Comanches of 100 years 
ago. No other place in the new world contains such complete 
records. In the caliche at the bottom of the channel may bones 
of pre -historic animals have been found as well as artifacts of 
the late Plains Indians. 

A move toward preservation of the Lubbock Lake Site area has 
been made in::tbeform of a grant given the Texas Technological 
College Museum for additional excavation of a portion of the 
site for the purpose of obtaining additional geologicai and arch
eological information. This study proposes that the entire area 
be preserved as a park designed'to take advantage of the various 
paints of interest in the area. 

In the proposed plan~ a museum is. locat_ed near the site where 
many of the archelogical discoveries have been made. The museum 
would serve as an educational structure for children as well as 



and wou,ld also serve as the. entrance to the playground area and 
the strata study area. 

The playground is designed to bring out certain aspects of the 
historical significance of this location, with play sculpture in 
a portion of the area designed and constructed to create the sym.
bo1ie impression of pre-historic animals. Other portions of the 
playground will be designed to depict the early Spanish influence 
and that of the early South Plains Indians. The overall playground 
area is to remain in the natural state supplemented only by the 
addition of such plants as may add to the beauty and significance 
of this historical location. 

The museum also serves as an entrance to the area of the Lubbock 
Lake Site that has been set aside for continued archeological study. 
A walkway into the excavation will be provided an an area glassed 
off where the strata formation is best shown. In the glassed area 
the strata is labeled and explanatory information.is provided. 

A parking lot is located west of the museum, and a trail lea9.s 
from this lot to the site of the old Singer store. A replica of 
the general stores of that era is reconstructed at this site to be 
t!.sed as a historical marker and as a. show place for commonly 
used items of that time. 

Another structure proposed for the area is a restaurant-party 
house combination with a design motif of a Western theme. A 
picnic area near the restaurant-party house contains picnic shelters 
patterned after covered wagons. 

In the construction of this park, some system for drainage of 
the area must be employed. It is proposed that a darn be con
structed at the Northwest corner of the site to create a lake to 



handle this drainage and also to enhance the beauty of the area. 
Through research is was found that a good part of the Northwest 
Lubbock water drainage enters the canyon at the south tip of the 
park. A drainage ditch is proposed to carry this water past the 
excavation site. and down the canyon into the lake. 

The sewe:rage disposal plant to be const'll"_ucted in the southwest 
corner of the park .is partially hidden by a natural hill which 
could be built uI> several more feet; and, by the use of trees, 

. the plant could be completely screened from view. 
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