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INTRODUCTION 

H.B. 1181 was enacted by the 62nd Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 

1971, and signed into law by Governor Preston Smith on June 8, 1971. The 

effective date of H.B. 1181 is August 30, 1971. 

Contained in this report for your convenience and information is the 

exact wording of the Law. 

The Law grants authority to take certain abandoned vehicles into custody; 

provides for certain notices and contents of such notices; establishes 

rights of owners or lien holders to reclaim vehicles deemed abandoned; 

requiring public auction and for the distribution of the proceeds; declaring 

certain motor vehicles to be abandoned upon the premises of a garagekeeper, 

providing for the custody and public sale thereof, provides for the demolition 

and disposal of certain motor vehicles; declaring junked vehicles as public 

nuisances; providing for disposal of junked vehicles; authorizing officials 

to enter on private property for inspection or removal of junked vehicles; 

relating to the relinquishment of possessory liens under certain circumstances. 

A portion of this report suggests planning your cleanup campaign in detail 

and involving several committees to work with the city employees, local 

police and elected officials. 

The forms to be used to comply with this ordinance can be obtained 

from the Texas Highway Department, Motor Vehicle Division, 40th and Jackson 

Avenue, Austin, Texas. 

This report was developed because of the number of requests received 

from cities requesting assistance with ordinances and procedures to collect 

and demolish junk vehicles for disposal. We contacted the Texas Highway 
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Department, Motor Vehicle Division, for the latest laws in effect. We 

solicited copies of ordinances and forms from cities that are removing 

junked vehicles. In contacting cities to determine their activity in this 

area, it was learned that most of the cities should update the ordinances 

they had on their books to meet the requirements of H.B. 1181. 

In a survey of the 43 cities in the 15 counties comprising the South Plains 

Association of Governments Planning Region, there are only 17 with an 

ordinance for removal and demolitian of junk cars. 
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ACQUIRING AND DISPOSING OF ABANDONED CARS 

There are some 20 million junk cars in the United States today according 

to the best estimates. Nearly 16 million of these are already in the hands 

of auto wreckers and scrap processors in the form of inventory. 

But the remaining 4 million cars that have been abandoned in small towns 

and rural areas still pose a problem, and an estimated 170,000 more are 

abandoned each year. They lie deserted and rusting in fields, behind vacant 

buildings, along side roads. They are a blight and an eyesore to communities. 

Because they are so scattered, it scarcely pays for scrap processors to collect 

them. 

Recently, however, the scrap industry has developed new portable flatteners 

that can be taken to small towns to crush these junk cars, making it possible 

to move more hulks to shredder sites by truck or train. This development has 

started to make it more economically feasible for scrap processors to go farther 

afield in search of old cars. 

But one problem remains. Even with portable flatteners, it is still 

frequently too expensive to collect these old cars from the surrounding country

side unless some sort of community action can be organized to bring these cars 

to a central point at relatively little cost to the scrap processor. 

It is practical for small cities, towns, and civic organizations in rural 

communities to conduct abandoned car cleanup campaigns and solve their own 

problems. Such projects, however, will cost money - but the costs involved 

should be reduced considerably if the cleanup campaign is well planned and 

carried out properly. To accomplish this will require strong community leader

ship. 

To help communities help themselves in organizing their own campaigns and 

to do it legally, we are suggesting the following guidelines, ordinances. 
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and forms that will help a car cleanup campaign run smoothly and bring 

satisfactory results. (To most people, any unusuable car left deserted 

to rust away is a "Junk Car". From a popular viewpoint, this is an 

acceptable term, but in the strictest sense, it is not an accurate term. 

Most vehicles popularly referred to as junk cars are in reality either 

abandoned or derelict cars. An abandoned car is one that has been left 

by its owner on someone else's property without the consent of the 

property owner. A derelict car, on the other hand, is one that the owner 

has discarded on his own property. In this report, abandoned and derelict 

will be used interchangeably to refer to those vehicles which now clutter 

the landscape and which are not now part of the inventory of an auto 

wrecker or scrap processor). 

PLANNING YOUR CLEANUP CAMPAIGN 

The success of an abandoned and derelict car cleanup campaign is based 

on thorough planning and organization. Cars must be located and counted. 

Legal permission must be obtained to pick them up. Arrangements must be made 

to have them collected and processed, and all of this must be done at a 

reasonable cost. It is a job that requires the wholehearted cooperation of 

an entire community and the various business, governmental, and civic groups 

that work together to get the job done. 

What jobs are involved? 

There are several jobs involved in a cleanup campaign. The cars first 

must be located, counted, and reported to a central clearing point. (In 

a small town, this is usually the city office or chamber of commerce). Then 

the cars must be collected, stripped, crushed and finally shipped. 
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The community portion of the campaign probably will end when the cars 

are collected. Stripping, crushing and shipping are jobs best performed 

by local auto wreckers or scrap processors who are specialists in this 

business. It is important to be aware of their problems so they will have 

the support needed to complete the job. 

One way to organize the campaign is to put a team leader in charge of 

each job. The team leaders then act as part of the campaign committee 

reporting to a committee manager. Two specialists also needed for the 

campaign cormilttee are a legal advisor and someone familiar with public 

relations and communications. 

Who makes the Team? 

Hopefully just about everybody will have a chance to play the abandoned 

car game, but the following groups of people should be represented and 

consulted right from the start. 

1. Local and state officials can be extremely helpful in providing 

legal advice and information about financial and technical assistance 

available through their agencies. City attorneys, law enforcement 

agencies, and the State Highway Department should be represented on 

the campaign coirmittee. 

2. The owners and management experience of business leaders should not 

be overlooked when organizing the campaign. Also, they can provide 

certain equipment that may be needed. 

3. Civic groups and service clubs in the community represent a source 

of manpower that can be tapped for the jobs of locating and counting 

cars. Here is where you will be most apt to find the trained people 

who can help with publicity and similar jobs. Above all. these are 



the groups that spark the enthusiasm and provide the spirit the 

whole community needs to do a good job. 

4. Finally, do not neglect to involve the auto wreckers, scrap dealers 

and processors who earn their living from handling unuseable cars. 

It cannot be over-emphasized how important it is to maintain good 

communications between all the different groups of people involved with the 

campaign. This is particularly important with governmental agencies whose 

responsibilities may overlap during various phases of the campaign. 

Before a single car is moved, make sure that everyone involved with 

the campaign thoroughly understands and agrees with what has been planned 

and how It will be done. 

Once the campaign committee is created, a list should be prepared that 

outlines the jobs that are to be completed. Some of these jobs will have 

priority over others. Set priorities for the complete campaign. For 

example, two questions that must be answered early are what legal steps 

are involved and how much will the campaign cost? 

The State of Texas has an abandoned motor vehicles law. No. V. P. C. 

1436-3. This law sets out certain ordinances and procedures that must be 

complied with to legally collect the abandoned vehicle. Samples of 

suggested ordinances and forms to be used will be displayed as exhibits 

in this report. 

The next major job is to figure out how much it will cost to collect 

abandoned and derelict cars in your area. Now is the time to talk with 

local auto wreckers and scrap processors. The campaign provides the auto 

wreckers with a chance to clean out surplus vehicles from their yards. 

These vehicles, added to the abandoned and derelict cars that are hauled 



in, will increase the tonnage of scrap metal and make it more attractive 

for a scrap dealer or processor, from an economic viewpoint, to acquire 

them. 

If these businessmen cooperate and if the abandoned cars can be located 

and collected easily using volunteer help and equipment, it may be possible 

to conduct a cleanup campaign at little cost. 

Early in the planning, there should be an estimate of how many abandoned 

cars are in the area. This requires a quick survey, and there are several 

ways to do this. Police and sheriff's departments can be helpful. Garbage 

collectors and scrap dealers frequently have a good knowledge of where they 

are located. There are more abandoned cars than anyone would believe tucked 

away in odd corners. For example, the results of some towns that have already 

had campaigns are as follows: 

Population 

11,386 

2,216 

3,875 

1,908 

Abar idoned Cars Collected 

1,200 

210 

180 

245 

Levelland 

Crosbyton 

Floydada 

Ralls 

The three most important bits of knowledge needed to complete an abandoned 

car campaign are: location, condition and permission. 

The exact location of each car is needed to help arrange condemnation 

and pick-up. 

The condition of the car is equally important. Cars that have been so 

thoroughly stripped that they cannot be hauled in by tow truck, will have 

to be loaded on flatbed trucks or trailers and delivered to the collection 

site. 
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Permission to move the car certainly is necessary. Some people do 

not want to give up old cars even though they are virtually valueless. 

Permission from a property owner to pick up a car that has been abandoned 

on his property, even if it has no registered owner, is a must. Winning 

citizen assistance calls for a good publicity campaign. Residents in 

the community also should be encouraged to report cars they want to 

contribute. Ladies clubs have been very effective in getting releases 

signed because of their relation to garden clubs and environmental concern. 

One of the best approaches is to divide the territory into sections 

and plot them on a large guide map. Teams can then be organized to canvass 

each sector to find and identify every abandoned or derelict car in that 

area. As each car is located, a report can be made on it, and If the 

owner is located, a release can usually be signed on the spot. 

The team approach, incidentally. Is a natural for more community effort. 

Youth groups can be enlisted for canvassing. This provides an opportunity 

to initiate contests and create a real feeling of participation among the 

youngsters and their parents. 

The reports of location and releases should be collected and turned over 

to the chairman. The location of each car can then be pinpointed on the 

guide map. It is surprising how quickly a pattern develops that will help 

in scheduling the actual collection of these cars. 

Have release forms ready -

A practical point to remember is that many of the cars still have legal 

owners who should sign a release form showing that they have voluntarily 

surrendered the vehicle. A sample release accompanies this report (Exhibit 3) 
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TOOLS NEEDED TO DO THE JOB 

A. H. B. 1181 was enacted by the 62nd Texas Legislature, Regular session, 

1971. and was signed into law by Governor Preston Smith on June 8, 1971. 

The effective date of H. B. 1181 was August 30, 1971. (Exhibit 1) 

B. City Ordinance adopted and enforced in accordance with State Law 

(Exhibit 2) 

C. Authority to Dispose of a Motor Vehicle to a Oemolisher (Exhibit 3). 

This form is to be signed by the owner of the abandoned car or the 

property owner where the vehicle is located. 

D. Notice to the Texas Highway Department of the abatement of junked 

vehicles. (Exhibit 4) This inventory of junked vehicles should be 

sent to the Texas Highway Department. The State, In return, will 

issue a Certificate of Authority. 

E. Certificate of Authority - to dispose of a motor vehicle to a demolisher 

for demolition, wrecking, or dismantling only. (Exhibit 5) 

F. Transfer of Junked Vehicle to a Demolisher (Exhibit 6). This form will 

be issued to transfer the title of any vehicle picked up by the city to 

the demolisher. The demolisher can then proceed to make scrap metal 

from the junk cars without ramification. 

G. Auction Sales Receipt (Exhibit 7). This receipt can be used if several 

scrap processors are bidding on the junk vehicles or if a car has been 

left in storage and can be sold and made usable. This procedure can 

establish a good title for vehicles abandoned in storage or held by 

garage keepers. 



Releases also should be obtained from individuals on whose property an 

abandoned car has been located for collection. Never pick up a vehicle 

until a release Is signed. 

Once the abandoned and derelict cars have been collected, the cleanup 

campaign committee can let professionals handle the job of stripping, 

flattening and shipping. Make sure the agreement includes disposing of the 

gas tanks, tires and other unwanted parts. The demolisher should agree 

beforehand to cleaning the area when all of the demolished vehicles are 

removed. 

Since there are occasional wrecks involving transports, trucks, and 

other motor vehicles, it is perhaps worthy of a reminder that the 59th 

Texas Legislature passed a law allowing a "License Fee Credit", where such 

vehicle is totally destroyed. Senate Bill 572 allows this credit for a 

vehicle currently registered and totally destroyed in a wreck. The owner 

can make application through the county tax collector. 

There are numerous auto wreckers, scrap processors and demolishing 

companies in the area that will be glad to cooperate with any city or 

county in acquiring and disposing of abandoned, derelict and junk cars. 

We all hear the cry, "Keep America Clean". An abandoned car cleanup 

campaign is an opportunity to make it less of a cliche and more of a 

reality. 



TEXAS LAWS 

RELATING TO 

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES 

V.P.C. 1436-3 

POSSESSORY LIENS 

V.C.S. 
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TEXAS LAWS 

RELATING TO 

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES 

V.P.C. 1436-3 

POSSESSORY LIENS 

V.C.S. 5503 

V.P.C. 1436-3 

Section 1. This Article shall be cited as the "Texas Abandoned Motor 

Vehicle Act." 

Definitions 

Section 2. As used in this Article: 

(1) "Police department" means the Texas Department of Public Safety, 

the police department of any city, town, or municipality, or the sheriff's 

department in any county. 

(2) "Abandoned motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle that is inoperable 

and over eight years old and is left unattended on public property for more 

than 48 hours, or a motor vehicle that has remained illegally on public 

property for a period of more than 48 hours, or a motor vehicle that has 

remained on private property without the consent of the owner or person 

in control of the property for more than 48 hours. 

(3) "Demolisher" means any person whose business is to convert a motor 

vehicle into processed scrap or scrap metal or otherwise to wreck or dis

mantle motor vehicles. 

(4) "Garagekeeper" shall mean any owner or operator of a parking place 

or establishment, motor vehicle storage facility, or any establishment for 

the servicing, repair, or maintenance of motor vehicles. 
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(5) "Junked vehicle" means any motor vehicle as defined in Section 1 

of Article 827a, Vernon's Texas Penal Code, as amended, which is inoperative 

and which does not have lawfully affixed thereto both an unexpired license 

plate or plates and a valid motor vehicle safety inspection certificate and 

which is wrecked; dismantled; partially dismantled; or discarded. 

(6) "Storage Facility" means a garage, parking lot, or any type of 

facility or establishment for the servicing, repairing, storing, or parking 

of motor vehicles. 

(7) "Motor Vehicle" means any motor vehicle subject to registration 

pursuant to the Texas Certificate of Title Act. 

AUTHORITY TO TAKE POSSESSION OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES 

Section 3. A police department may take into custody any abandoned motor 

vehicle found on public or private property. In such connection, a police 

department may employ its own personnel, equipment, and facilities or hire 

persons, equipment, and facilities for the purpose of removing, preserving, 

and storing abandoned motor vehicles. 

NOTIFICATION OF OWNER AND LIEN HOLDERS 

Section 4. (a) A police department which takes into custody an abandoned 

motor vehicle shall notify within 10 days thereof, by registered or certified 

mail, return receipt requested, the last known registered owner of the motor 

vehicle and all lien holders of record pursuant to the Certificate of Title 

Act, as amended (Article 1436-1, Vernon's Texas Penal Code) that the vehicle 

has been taken into custody. The notice shall describe the year, make, model, 

and serial number of the abandoned motor vehicle; set forth the location of 

the facility where the motor vehicle is being held, inform the owner and any 

lien holders of their right to reclaim the motor vehicle within 20 days after 

the date of the notice upon payment of all towing, preservation, and storage 

charges resulting from placing the vehicle in custody, and state that the 
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failure of the owner or lien holders to exercise their right to reclaim 

the vehicle within the time provided shall be deemed a waiver by the owner 

and all lien holders of all right, title, and interest in the vehicle and 

their consent to the sale of the abandoned motor vehicle at a public auction. 

(b) If the identity of the last registered owner cannot be determined, 

or if the registration contains no address for the owner; or if it is 

impossible to determine with reasonable certainty the identity and addresses 

of all lien holders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of general 

circulation in the area where the motor vehicle was abandoned shall be 

sufficient to meet all requirements of notice pursuant to this Article. 

Such notice by publication can contain multiple listings of abandoned vehicles. 

Any such notice shall be within the time requirements prescribed for notice 

by registered or certified mail and shall have the same contents required 

for a notice by registered or certified mail. 

(c) The consequences and effect of failure to reclaim an abandoned 

motor vehicle shall be as set forth in a valid notice given pursuant to 

this section. 

AUCTION OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES 

Section 5. If an abandoned motor vehicle has not been reclaimed as 

provided for in Section 4 of this Article, the police department shall sell 

the abandoned motor vehicle at a public auction. The purchaser of the 

motor vehicle shall take title to the motor vehicle free and clear of all 

liens and claims of ownership, shall receive a sales receipt from the police 

department and shall be entitled to register the purchased vehicle and 

receive a certificate of title. From the proceeds of the sale of an 

abandoned motor vehicle the police department shall reimburse itself for 

the expenses of the auction, the costs of towing, preserving, and storing 
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the vehicle which resulted from placing the abandoned motor vehicle in 

custody, and all notice and publication costs incurred pursuant to Section 

4 of this Article. Any remainer from the proceeds of a sale shall be held 

for the owner of the vehicle or entitled lien holder for 90 days, and then 

shall be deposited in a special fund which shall remain available for the 

payment of auction, towing, preserving, storage, and all notice and 

publication costs which result from placing other abandoned vehicles In 

custody, whenever the proceeds from a sale of such other abandoned motor 

vehicles are insufficient to meet these expenses and costs. 

GARAGEKEEPERS AND ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES 

Section 6. Any motor vehicle left for more than 10 days in a storage 

facility operated for commercial purposes after notice by registered or 

certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner to pick up the 

vehicle, or for more than 10 days after the period when, pursuant to 

contract, the vehicle was to remain on the premises of such storage facility, 

and any motor vehicle left for more than 10 days in such storage facility 

by someone other than the registered owner or left by a person authorized 

to have possession of the motor vehicle under a contract of use. service, 

storage, or repair, shall be deemed an abandoned vehicle, and shall be 

reported by the garagekeeper to the police department. Any garagekeeper 

who fails to report the possession of such a vehicle within 10 days after 

it becomes abandoned within the meaning of this section shall no longer 

have any claim for servicing, storage, or repair of the vehicle. All 

abandoned vehicles left in storage facilities shall be taken into custody 

by the police department and sold In accordance with the procedures set 

forth in Sections 4 and 5 of this Article unless the motor vehicle is re

claimed and the garagekeeper is paid. The proceeds of the sale shall be 
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first applied to the garagekeeper's charges for servicing, storage, or 

repair, and any surplus proceeds shall be distributed in accordance with 

Section 5 of this Article. Except for the termination of claim for 

service, storage, or repair for failure to report an abandoned motor 

vehicle, nothing in this section shall be construed to impair any lien 

of a garagekeeper under the laws of this State, or the right of a lien 

holder to foreclose. 

DISPOSAL TO DEMOLISHERS 

Section 7. (a) Any person, firm, corporation, or unit of government 

upon whose property or in whose possession is found any abandoned motor 

vehicle, or any person being the owner of a motor vehicle whose title 

certificate Is faulty, lost, or destroyed, may apply to the police depart

ment of the jurisdiction in which the vehicle is situated for authority 

to sell, give away, or dispose of the vehicle to a demolisher. 

(b) The application shall set out the name and address of the applicant, 

the year, make, model, and serial number of the motor vehicle, if ascertain

able, together with any other identifying features, and shall contain a 

concise statement of the facts surrounding the abandonment, or that the 

title of the motor vehicle is lost or destroyed, or the reasons for the defect 

of title in the owner. The applicant shall execute an affidavit stating that 

the facts alleged therein are true and that no material fact has been withheld. 

(c) If the police department finds the application is executed in proper 

form, and shows that the motor vehicle has been abandoned upon the property 

of the applicant or if It shows that the motor vehicle is not abandoned but 

that the applicant appears to be the rightful owner, the police department 

shall follow the notification procedures set forth in Section 4 of this 

Article. 
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(d) If any such abandoned motor vehicle is not reclaimed in accordance 

with Section 4, the police department shall notify the Texas Highway Depart

ment which shall issue the applicant a certificate of authority to sell the 

motor vehicle to any demolisher for demolition, wrecking or dismantling. 

The demolisher shall accept such certificate in lieu of the certificate of 

title to the motor vehicle. 

(e) Any persons, firm, corporation, or unit of government upon whose 

property or in whose possession is found any abandoned motor vehicle, or 

any person being the owner of a motor vehicle whose title certificate Is 

faulty, lost, or destroyed, may dispose of such motor vehicle to a demolisher 

without that title and without notification procedures of Section 4 of this 

Act if the motor vehicle is over 8 years old and has no engine or is other

wise totally inoperablei 

DUTIES OF DEMOLISHERS 

Section 8. (a) Any demolisher who purchases or otherwise acquires a 

motor vehicle for purposes of wrecking, dismantling, or demolition shall 

not be required to obtain a certificate of title for such motor vehicle 

in his own name. After the motor vehicle has been demolished, processed, 

or changed so that it physically is no longer a motor vehicle, the demolisher 

shall surrender for cancellation the certificate of title or authority. 

The Texas Highway Department shall issue such forms, rules, and regulations 

governing the surrender of auction sales and receipts and certificates of 

title as are appropriate. The Certificate of Title Act, as amended 

(Articles 1436-1 and 1436-2, Vernon's Texas Penal Code) shall govern the 

cancellation of title of the motor vehicle. 

(b) The demolisher shall keep an accurate and complete record of all 

motor vehicles purchases or received by him in the course of his business. 
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These records shall contain the name and address of the person from whom 

each such motor vehicle was purchased or received and the date when such 

purchases or receipts occurred. Such records shall be open for inspection 

by the Texas Highway Department or any police department at any time during 

normal business hours. Any record required by this section shall be kept 

by the demolisher for at least one year after the transaction to which it 

applies. 

JUNKED VEHICLES DECLARED A PUBLIC NUISANCE 

Section 9. Junked vehicles which are located in any place where they 

are visible from a public place or public right-of-way are detrimental to 

the safety and welfare of the general public, tending to reduce the value 

of private property, to invite vandalism, to create fire hazards, to 

constitute an attractive nuisance creating a hazard to the health and 

safety of minors, and are detrimental to the economic welfare of the State, 

by producing urban blight which is adverse to the maintenance and continuing 

development of the municipalities in the State of Texas, and such vehicles 

are therefore, declared to be a public nuisance. 

CITY ORDINANCE FOR ABATING NUISANCE 

Section 10. Any city or town within this State may adopt an ordinance 

establishing procedures for the abatement and removal of junked vehicles 

or parts thereof, as public nuisances, from private property or public 

property; provided, however, that any such ordinance shall contain: 

(a) A provision requiring not less than a ten (10) day notice, stating 

the nature of the public nuisance and that it might be removed and abated 

within ten (10) days and further that a request for a hearing must be made 

before expiration of said ten (10) day period, such notice to be mailed. 
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by certified or registered mail with a 5-day return requested, to the owner 

or the occupant of the premises whereupon such public nuisance exists. If 

the notice is returned undelivered by the United States Post Office, official 

action to abate said nuisance shall be continued to a date not less than 

ten (10) days from the date of such return. 

(b) A provision requiring a public hearing prior to the removal of the 

vehicle or part thereof as a public nuisance, to be held before the governing 

body of the City or any other board, commission, or official of the City, as 

designated by the governing body, when such a hearing is requested by the 

owner or occupant of the premises on which said vehicle is located, within 

ten (10) days after service of notice to abate the nuisance. Any resolution 

or order requiring the removal of a vehicle or part thereof shall include a 

description of the vehicle, and the correct identification number and 

license number of the vehicle, if available at the site. 

(c) A provision that after a vehicle has been removed it shall not be 

reconstructed or made operable. 

(d) A provision requiring notice to be given to the Texas Highway Depart

ment within five days after the date of removal identifying the vehicle or 

part thereof. Said Department shall forthwith cancel the certificate of 

title to such vehicle pursuant to Article 1436-1, Vernon's Texas Penal Code, 

as amended. 

(e) A provision that the ordinance shall not apply to (1) a vehicle or 

part thereof which is completely enclosed within a building in a lawful manner 

where it is not visible from the street or other public or private property 

or (2) a vehicle or part thereof which Is stored or parked in a lawful manner 

on private property in connection with the business of a licensed vehicle 

dealer or a junkyard. 
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( f ) A provision for administration of the ordinance by regularly 

salaried, fu l l - t ime employees of the c i t y , except that the removal of 

vehicles or parts thereof from property may be by any other duly authorized 

person. 

DISPOSAL OF JUNKED VEHICLES 

Section 11. Junked vehicles or parts thereof may be disposed of by 

removal to a scrapyard, demolishers, or any suitable site operated by the 

City for processing as scrap or salvage, which process shall be consistent 

with Section 10, subdivision (c) of this Article. A City may operate such 

a disposal site when its governing body determines that comnerical channels 

of disposition are not available or are inadequate, and it may make final 

disposition of such vehicles or parts, or the City may transfer such vehicle 

or parts to another, provided such disposal shall be only as scrap or 

salvage, consistent with Section 10, subdivision (c) of this Article. 

AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE 

Section 12. Any person authorized by the City to administer the pro

visions of an ordinance of the type authorized by this Article may enter 

upon private property for the purposes specified in the ordinance to examine 

vehicles or parts thereof, obtain information as to the identity of vehicles 

and to remove or cause the removal of a vehicle or parts thereof declared 

to be a nuisance pursuant to the ordinance. The Municipal Court of any 

City enacting an ordinance as provided herein, shall have authority to 

issue all order necessary to enforce such ordinance. 

Section 13. Nothing in this Article shall affect statutes that permit 

immediate removal of a vehicle left on public property which constitutes an 

obstruction to traffic. 
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POSSESSORY LIENS 

V.C.S. 5503 

(a) Whenever any article, implement, utensil or vehicle shall be 

repaired with labor and material, or with labor and without furnishing 

material by any carpenter, mechanic, artisan, or other workman in this 

State, such carpenter, mechanic, artisan, or other workman is authorized 

to retain possession of said article, implement, utensil, or vehicle until 

the amount due on same for repairing by contract shall be fully paid off 

and discharged. In case no amount is agreed upon by contract, then said 

carpenter, mechanic, artisan, or other workman shall retain possession of 

such article, implement, utensil or vehicle, until all reasonable, cus

tomary and usual compensation shall be paid in full. 

(b) In the event that a mechanic or other workman shall relinquish 

possession of a motor vehicle due to the acceptance or receipt of any 

check, draft, or written order for the payment of the indebtedness due 

thereon, and in the event that payment is stopped on such check, draft, 

or written order, the possessory lien established by the preceding para

graph (a) shall not be deemed to be released or relinquished, and the per

son to whom said lien has accrued shall be entitled to possession of said 

motor vehicle until the indebtedness due thereon shall have been paid. This 

paragraph (b) shall not be applicable to a bona fide purchaser of such 

motor vehicle subsequent to any stop payment order. 

(c) In the event of a lawsuit relating to possession of a motor vehicle 

and the indebtedness due thereon a Court, in its discretion, may award 

reasonable attorney's fees to the prevailing party. 
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SUGGESTED ORDINANCES AND FORMS 

FOR 

COLLECTING, DEMOLISHING AND DISPOSING 

OF 

JUNK CARS 
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Exhibit 2 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING THAT SUCH ORDINANCE f'AY BE CITED AS THE "JUNKED 
MOTOR VEHICLE ORDINANCE, MAKING IT UNLAWFUL TO LEAVE OR PERMIT TO RE
MAIN UPON ANY PRIVATE OR PUBLIC PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY OF , 
TEXAS, ANY JUNKED VEHICLE, OR PORTIONS THEREOF, FOR ANY PERIOD OF TIME 
EXCEEDING TEN (10) DAYS; DECLARING THE LEAVING OR PERMITTING TO REMAIN, 
OF ANY JUNKED MOTOR VEHICLE, OR PART OF PORTION THEREOF, UPON PUBLIC 
OR PRIVATE PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF , TEXAS, (EXCEPT AS PROVIDED 
HEREIN) TO BE UNLAWFUL AND ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR ABATEMENT AND 
REMOVAL OF JUNKED VEHICLES OR PARTS THEREOF, AS PUBLIC NUISANCES, FROM 
PRIVATE PROPERTY OR PUBLIC PROPERTY, PROVIDING THAT NOTICE BE GIVEN; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY; AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of , Texas, finds a 
large number of junked vehicles, as that term is defined herein, are from 
time to time left In places where they are visible from a public place or 
public right-of-way, that said junked vehicles create fire hazards and 
that the same constitutes an attractive nuisance, creating a hazard to the 
health and safety of minors, and the same are detrimental to the economic 
velfare of the City by producing urban blight which is adverse to the 
maintenance and continuing development of the City of , Texas; 
NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF : 

SECTION 1: Short Title 

(a) This Ordinance may be cited as "Junked Vehicle Ordinance". 

SECTION 2: The following terms whenever used or referred to in this 
ordinance shall have the following respective meaning unless a different 
meaning clearly appears from the context: 

(a) City shall mean the City of , Texas. 

(b) Police Department shall mean the police department of the City. 

(c) Demolisher means any person whose business is to convert the 
motor vehicle into processed scrap or scrap metal or otherwise to 
wreck or dismantel motor vehicles. 

(d) Junked Vehicle means any motor vehicle as defined in Section 1 
of Article 827 (a), Vernon's Texas Penal Code as amended, which vehicle 
is inoperative and which does not have lawfully affixed thereto both 
an unexpired license plate or plates and a valid motor vehicle safety 
inspection certificate and which is wrecked; dismantled; partially 
dismantled; or discarded. 
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(e) Motor Vehicle means any motor vehicle subject to registration 
pursuant to the Texas Certificate of Title Act. 

SECTION 3: Junked Vehicles Declared a Public Nuisance. 
Junked vehicles which are located In any place where they are visible 

from a public place or public right-of-way are detrimental to the safety 
and welfare of the general public, tending to reduce the value of private 
property, to invite vandalism, to create fire hazards, to constitute an 
attractive nuisance creating a hazard to the health and safety of minors, 
and are detrimental to the economic welfare of the State, by producing 
urban blight which is adverse to the maintenance and continuing develop
ment of the municipalities in the State of Texas, and such vehicles are 
therefore, declared to be a public nuisance. 

SECTION 4: Making it Unlawful to Create or to Maintain Such Nuisance. 
It shall be unlawful for any Individual, company or corporation to 

leave or permit to remain upon public or private property (except as herein
after provided), within the City of , Texas, any junked vehicle or 
parts or portion thereof, for any period of time in excess of ten (10) days. 

SECTION 5: Notice by Chief of Police of the City of , Texas. 
(a) Whenever it is brought to the attention of the Chief of Police of the 
City of , Texas, that a nuisance, as defined herein, exists in the 
City of , the Chief of Police shall give or cause to be given to 
the person maintaining or suspected of maintaining said nuisance, in writing 
a ten (10) day notice, stating the nature of the public nuisance and that 
it must be removed and abated within ten (10) days; and further that a request 
for a hearing must be made before the expiration of said ten (10) day period, 
said notice to be mailed, by certified or registered mail with a five (5) 
day return requested, to the owner or occupant of the premises where upon such 
public nuisance exists. If the notice is returned undelivered by the United 
States Post Office, official action to abate said nuisance shall be continued 
to a date not less than ten (10) days from the date of such return. 

(b) A public hearing shall be had prior to the removal of the vehicle 
or part thereof as a public nuisance, the same should be held before the 
municipal judge of the City of , when such hearing is requested 
by the owner or occupant of the premises on which said vehicle is located, 
within ten (10) days after service of notice to abate the nuisance. Any 
resolution or order requiring the removal of the vehicle or part thereof 
shall include a description of the vehicle and the correct identification 
number and license number of the vehicle, if available at the site. 

SECTION 6: Order by Municipal Judge. 
After the hearing is held by the judge of the municipal court of the 

City of as herein provided, if said municipal judge finds that 
such a nuisance as herein defined exists he shall order the owner or 
occupant of the premises on which said vehicle is located to remove such 
junked vehicle within ten (10) days after said order is given to such owner 
or occupant of the premises on which said vehicle is located. 
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It shall be unlawful and a violation of this ordinance for any such 
person to whom such order is given to fail or refuse to comply therewith 
and to remove such junked vehicle within the time provided by said order. 

SECTION 7: Duty of Owner or Occupant of the Premises. 
In the event the owner or occupant of the premises does not request 

a hearing as hereinabove provided it shall be his duty to comply with the 
provisions of the notice given him and to abate such nuisance within ten 
(10) days after the date of the receipt of such notice. 

SECTION 8: Vehicles Not to be Made Operable. 
After a vehicle has been removed in accordance with or under the terms 

and provisions of this ordinance, it shall not be reconstructed or made 
operable. 

SECTION 9: Notice to Texas Highway Department 
Notice shall be given to the Texas Highway Department within five (5) 

days after the date of removal identifying the vehicle or part thereof. 

SECTION 10: Where Article Does not Apply. 
This ordinance shall not apply to: 
(a) A vehicle or part thereof which is completely enclosed within 
a building in a lawful manner where it is not visible from the street 
or other public or private property; or 

(b) A vehicle or part thereof which is stored or parked in a lawful 
manner on private property in connection with the business of a licensed 
vehicle dealer or junk yard. 

SECTION 11: Administration of This Ordinance. 
The administration of this ordinance shall be by regularly salaried, 

full-time employees of the City of , except that the removal of 
vehicles or parts thereof from property may be by any other duly authorized 
person. 

SECTION 12: Removal of Vehicle. 
Within ten days after notice has been delivered to the owner or 

occupant of the premises on which a junked vehicle is located if a hearing 
is not requested, or if a hearing is requested, within ten days after an 
order requiring the removal of such junked vehicle has been served upon 
or delivered to the owner or occupant of the premises on which said vehicle 
is located, the Chief of Police of the City of or members of the 
Police Department of the City of , acting under the direction of 
the Chief of Police, may if said nuisance has not been abated, remove or 
cause to be removed the vehicle which was the subject of such notice to 
a suitable city storage area designated by the City Manager of the City of 

, Texas. Such vehicle shall be stored in such storage area for 
a period of not less than ten days during which period any party owning or 
claiming any right, title or interest therein shall be entitled to claim pos
session of same by the payment to the City of , Texas, the actual cost 
of the City of abating such nuisance. The Chief of Police may in such cases, 
if he deems it necessary, require such person to post bond of not more than 
$50.00 nor less than $25.00, conditioned that such person will not use said 
vehicle to create another nuisance in the City of . 
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SECTION 13: Sale or Disposal of Vehicles. 
When any junked vehicle has remained in the storage area provided in Section 

12, hereof, for not less than ten days, it shall be the duty of the Chief of Police 
of the City of , Texas, to dispose of same by removal to a scrap yard 
or by sale to a demolisher for the highest bid or offer received therefore or 
to remove same to any suitable site operated by the City for processing as scrap 
or salvage. 

SECTION 14: Out of the proceeds of same the Chief of Police shall pay for 
the cost of removal and storage and the balance, if any, shall be paid to the 
person entitled thereto (either owner or lienholder). 

If there is not a bid or offer for the junked vehicle the Chief of Police 
may dispose of same by causing it to be demolished or removed to a place pro
vided by the City Council, or by permitting it to be removed by a demolisher 
who is willing to do so for the benefit of the junk or parts he can salvage. 

SECTION 15: Chief of Police May Delegate. 
Wherever the Chief of Police is charged with the enforcement of this 

ordinance, he may delegate said authority to any regular salaried employee of 
the Police Department of the City of . 

SECTION 16: Purview of this Ordinance. 
It is not intended by this ordinance to make provisions pertaining to 

abandoned motor vehicles as that term is defined by the "Abandoned Motor 
Vehicle Act". 

SECTION 17: Ordinance No. as amended by Ordinance No. 
, by the City of is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 18: Any person who shall violate the terms and provisions of 
this Ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not 
less than $1.00, and not more than $200.00, and each and every day this 
Ordinance Is violated shall constitute a separate offense. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this day of , A. D. 19 . 

ATTEST: Mayor 

City Clerk ~ 

-24-



ISUBMITIWOUPLICWEJ APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITY TO DISPOSE 
OF A MOTOR VEHICLE TO A DEMOLISHER 

I!!J^.?rE'-ISiIi2L!I*^ *^ " 5 " ONLY TO APPLY FOR AUTHORITY TO DISPOSE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE WHitr 
S?5,S^l? ABANDONED ON THE PROPERTY OF THE APPLICANT. OR A MOTOR VEHICLE TO WHICH THE APPLICANT-
TITLE CERTIFICATE IS FAULTY, LOST, OR DESTROYED, AND WHERE THE APPLICANT IS APPLYING FOR AUTHOR 
ITY TO DISPOSE OF SUCH VEHICLE TO A DEMOLISHER FOR DEMOLITION, WRECKING. OR DISMANTLING ONLY. 
THIS APPLICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT (TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY. 
CITY POLICE. OR SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT) OF Jimr?Tn"CTION WHERSlN THE VEHICLE IS LOCATED 

************************************* 
I hereby make application to dispose of the following described vehicle to a demolisher for 
demolition, wrecking, or dismantling only. 

DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE 
Year Haiti Body Style 

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER _ ^ , ^ ( Show motor number If 1955 or 
earlier model. Show serial number on all 1956 and later models 
and all 1932 and later year model Ford products ) 

Z. Physical location of vehicle: Texas 
Street Address CIty 

3. Describe license plates attached to vehicle:. 
Year Number State 

4.. Is this vehicle over eight (8) years old? YES Q NOD - Does It have an engine? YES D NOD -
If It has an engine. Is vehicle otherwise totally Inoperable? YES D N O D . 

5. Describe in detail the facts surrounding the abandonment ( if abandoned ) or if the title to 
the motor vehicle Is lost or destroyed, provide a concise statement to that effect, or if thi 
title certificate Is faulty, state the reasons for the defect in the title. 

I. the undersigned, certify that the facts contained herein are true and that no material fact 
has been withheld. 1 further state that I am hereby applying for authority to sell the above 
described motor vehicle to a demolisher for demolition, wrecking, or dismantling only, and that 
I understand that the vehicle is not to be reconstructed, made operable, or retitled. 

Name of Applicant ^ 
Zip 

Address City Texas, Code_ 

Signature of Applicant. 
Before me this day personally appeared the applicant whose signature appears above who by me be. 
Ing duly sworn upon oath says that the statements set forth above are true and correct. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 19 

NOTABYSEAL '̂ '̂**̂  
Signature of Notary Public County 

THIS SECTION OF FORM 
TO BE COMPLETED BY POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE JURISDICTION WHEREIN VEHICLE IS LOCATED 

TO THI T I . . . MIOKWAY D.»AI.T«HT, «OTO« V.HICL. D.VI.lOr.. 40TH . J.C:«80N AUSTIN TI«.S T iTT, 

s Is to Certify that all of the requirements set forth In Section 7 of the Texas Abandoned 
r,w.;or Vehicle Act relative to the disposal of motor vehicles for demolition, wrecking or dis
mantling only have been complied with; and. the Texas Highway Department is hereby authorized 
to Issue to the applicant whose name appears above, a certificate of authority to dispose of th 
above described vehicle for demolition, wrecking or dismantling onl 

Name of Law Enforcement Agency A3Tre?s 

^ite Signature Title 
*****DOTE***** 

Sections 4 and 7 of the Texas Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act 
are reproduced on the back of this form 

Pwa«HVDTI.I Nr • fR..iMdi - 2 5 -



Sections 7 & 4 

of the 

TEXAS ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE ACT 

Disposal To A Demolisher 

Sec. 7. Disposal to Demolishers. (a) Any person, firm, corporation, or unit of government upon whose 
property or In whose possession is found any abandoned motor vehicle, or any person being the owner of a motor 
vehicle whose title certificate is faulty, lost, or destroyed, may apply to the police department of the juris
diction In which the vehicle is situated for authority to sell, give away, or dispose of the vehicle to a de
molisher . 

(b) The application shall set out the name and address of the applicant, the year, make, model, and serial 
number of the motor vehicle, if ascertainable, together with any other identifying features, and shall contain a 
concise statement of the facts surrounding the abandonment, or that the title of the motor vehicle is lost or 
destroyed, or the reasons for the defect of title in the owner. The applicant shall execute an affidavit stat
ing that the facts alleged therein are true and that no material fact has been withheld. 

(c) If the police department finds that the application is executed in proper form, and shows that the 
motor vehicle has been abandoned upon the property of the applicant or if it shows that the motor vehicle is not 
abandoned but that the applicant appears to be the rightful owner, the police department shall follow the notifi
cation procedures set forth in Section 4 of this Article. 

(d) If any such abandoned motor vehicle is not reclaimed in accordance with Section 4, the police depart
ment shall notify the Texas Highway Department which shall issue the applicant a certificate of authority to 
sell the motor vehicle to any demolisher for demolition, wrecking or dismantling. The demolisher shall accept 
such certificate in lieu of the certificate of title to the motor vehicle. 

(e) Any persons^ firm, corporation, or unit of government upon whose property or in whose possession is 
found any abandoned motor vehicle, or any person being the owner of a motor vehicle whose title certificate is 
faulty, lost, or destroyed, may dispose of such motor vehicle to a demolisher without that title and without 
notification procedures of Section 4 of this Act if the motor vehicle Is over 8 years old and has no engine or 
is otherwise totally Inoperable, 

Notification Procedures 

Sec. 4. Notification of Owner and Lien Holders. (a) A police department which takes into custody an 
abandoned motor vehicle shall notify within 10 days thereof, by registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested, the last known registered owner of the motor vehicle and all lien holders of record pursuant to the 
Certificate of Title Act, as amended (Article 1436-1. Vernon's Texas Penal Code) that the vehicle has been taken 
into custody. The notice shall describe the year, make, model, and serial number of the abandoned motor vehicle; 
set forth the location of the facility where the motor vehicle Is being held, inform the owner and any lien 
holders of their right to reclaim the motor vehicle within 20 days after the date of the notice upon payment of 
all towing, preservation, and storage charges resulting from placing the vehicle in custody, and state that the 
failure of the owner or lien holders to exercise their right to reclaim the vehicle within the time provided 
shall be deemed a waiver by the owner and all lien holders of all right, title, and interest in the vehicle and 
their consent to the sale of the abandoned motor vehicle at a public auction. 

(b) If the identity of the last registered owner cannot be determined, or if the registration contains no 
address for the owner; or if It is Impossible to determine with reasonable certainty the identity and addresses 
of all lien holders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of general circulation in the area where the 
motor vehicle was abandoned shall be sufficient to meet all requirements of notice pursuant to this Article. 
Such notice by publication can contain multiple listings of abandoned vehicles. Any such notice shall be within 
the time requirements prescribed for notice by registered or certified mall and shall have the same contents re
quired for a notice by registered or certified mall. 

(c) The consequences and effect of failure to reclaim an abandoned motor vehicle shall be as set forth in 
a valid notice given pursuant to this section. 

NOTE: Even though the notification procedures as prescribed in Section 4 are not required to dispose 
of a motor vehicle which is over eight <8) years old and has no engine or is otherwise totally 
Inoperable, the "Certificate of Authority to Dispose of a Motor Vehicle to a Demolisher For 
Demolition, Wrecking, or Dismantling Only" authorized by the police departnent and Issued by 
the Texas Highway Department must be obtained prior to disposing of such vehicle. 

DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS FORM TO BE RETAINED BY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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Exhibit 4 

NOTICE TO THE TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
OF THE 

ABATEMENT OF JUNKED VEHICLES 

THE TEXAS HI6HWAV DEPARTMENT IS HEREBY NOTIFIED OF THE ABATEMENT AND REMOVAL OF THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED JUNKED VEHICLES AS PUBLIC NUISANCES UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF CITY ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 10 OF THE TEXAS ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE ACT. 

CITY ORDINANCEI. 

VEHICLE INFORMATION LICENSE PLATE INFORMATION 

MAKE YEAR BODY STYLE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER NUMBER YEAR STATE 

.VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER - MOTOR NUMBER REQUIRED ON 1955 AND PRIOR MODELS. SERIAL 
NUMBER REQUIRED ON ALL 19S6 AND LATER YEAR MODELS AND ALL 1932 AND LATER YEAR MODEL FORD 
PRODUCTS. 

NAME OF CITY OR TOWN 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE 

IMPORTANT 
A COPY OF THE CITY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ABATEMENT AND REMOVAL OF "JUNKED VEHICLES" 
AS PUBLIC NUISANCES MUST BE ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE, OR A COPY OF SUCH ORDINANCE MUST 
BE ON FILE WITH THE TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT. 
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Exhibit 5 

TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 
TO DISPOSE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE TO A DEMOLISHER 
FOR DEMOLITION. WRECKING, OR DISMANTLING ONLY 

ISSUED TO: 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 7 of Che Texas Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act, and 
after having been duly authorized by the Police Department, the Texas Highway DepartoenC 
grants authority to the person named herein to dispose of the following described vehicle to 
a demolisher for demolition, wrecking, or dismantling only. 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f V e h i c l e 
Year Make 

V e h i c l e I d e n t i f i c a t i o n Number or Motor Number 

L i c e n s e P l a t e I n f o r m a t i o n 

Body Style 

Title Number 

Year Number State 

Index Number 

THF 
RF 
TNG 
BE 

IMPORTANT 

MOTOR VEHICLE HEREBY OBTAINED 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEMOLITION. 

SHALL 
WRECK-

, OR DISMANTLING ONLY, AND SHALL 
RECONSTRUCTED, MADE OPERABLE, 

TITLED. 
OR 

NOT 
RE-

J. C. Dingwall 
State Highway Engineer 

By: 

R. W. Townsley, Director 
Motor Vehicle Division 

(VALIDATION SEAL) 

ASSIGNMENT TO DEMOLISHER: Having been granted authority by the Texas 
Highway Department to dispose of the vehicle described herein for dem
olition, wrecking, or dismantling only, I, the undersigned, hereby assign 
the above described vehicle to: 

Name of Demolisher Street Address City and State 

Suscrlbed and sworn to before me this 

Signature of Seller 

day of 19 

Notary Public County, Texas 

This form, when properly assigned, shall be acceptable as evidence of ownership to the above 
described vehicle and must be entered on the demolisher's inventory list and surrendered to 
the Texas Highway Department in lieu of the Certificate of Title under the provisions 
of V. P. C. U36-2. 
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TRANSFER OF JUNKED VEHICLE ^̂^̂"̂^̂  ̂  
TO A 

DEMOLISHER 

This form may be used only by a city or town to transfer a junked vehicle abated 
and removed from public or private property as a public nuisance pursuant to the 
provisions of a city ordinance adopted by such city or town in accordance with 
Section 10 of the Texas Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act. 

Description of Vehicle_ 
Make Year Model Body Style 

Vehicle Identification Number 
(Motor number required on 1955 and prior model vehicles - serial 
number required on all 1956 and later models and all Ford 
products 1932 and later year models.) 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that under authority granted in City Ordinance No. 
the above described vehicle is hereby transferred for processing as scrap or salvage 
to: 

Name of Demolisher Street Address City State 

Name of City or Town 

Authorized Signature 

WARNING: In accordance with the provisions of Section 10(c) of the Texas Abandoned 
Motor Vehicle Act, the vehicle described herein shall not be reconstructed 
or made operable - it shall be processed as scrap or salvage only. 

This form must be l is ted on the demolisher 's inventory sheet and surrendered to the 
Texas Highway Department in lieu of the Certificate of Title under the provisions of 
V . P . C . 1436-2. 

Texas Hiffaway DepaftmcDt 
Ponn # M V D 71-5 
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AUCTION SALES RECEIPT Exhibit 7 

FOR 

AN ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE SOLD 

BY 

A POLICE DEPARTMENT AT PUBLIC AUCTION 

1. Title to the following described vehicle is hereby conveyed to the highest bidder at public 
auction: 

Year Model Make Body Style Vehicle Identification Number 
(Motor number required on 1955 and prior year models - serial number required on 1956 and 
later year models and all Ford products 1932 and later year models ) 

Describe License Plates attached to vehicle: 
Year Number State 

If the above described vehicle was taken into custody by the Police Department pursuant to 
Section 3 of the Texas Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act, the following must be completed: 

a. Date vehicle was taken into custody: 19 . 

b. Physical location of vehicle when taken into custody: 

Street Address City 

If the above described vehicle was taken into custody by the Police Department pursuant to 
Section 6 of the Texas Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act, ( Relating to vehicles left in storage 
facilities ) the following must be completed: 

a. Name and address of Garagekeeper upon whose premises the vehicle was deemed abandoned. 

Texas 
Name Street Address City 

b. Date vehicle was taken into custody: 19 . 

c. Did the Garagekeeper report possession of the vehicle to the police department within 
ten (10) days after it became abandoned? 

Yes No . 

The Police Department named herein certifies that the above described vehicle was taken into 
custody pursuant to the authority granted under the provisions of Section 3 or Section 6 of 
the Texas Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act; and, after having complied with the notification pro
cedures required In Section 4 of this act, the vehicle was not reclaimed and is hereby 
sold free and clear of all liens and claims of ownership to the highest bidder at public 
auction in accordance with the provisions of Section 5 of the act. 

Name of Purchaser Street Address City / State 

Name of Police Department selling vehicle 

Address 

Authorized Signature 
Title 

( See Instructions on Reverse Side ) 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO PURCHASER 

This Form, when properly executed by the "Police Department" (Texas Department of Public 
Safety, City Police, or Sheriff's Department of any county within this State), is accept
able as valid evidence of ownership to the vehicle described on the reverse side hereof 
in lieu of the Certificate of Title. 

1. Application for Certificate of Title in the name of the purchaser, supported by this 
document, must be filed with the County Tax Assessor-Collector. 

2. A weight certificate shall be required to support an application for title covering a 
commercial vehicle for which this form conveys ownership. 

3. If vehicle purchased by a Texas Licensed Dealer, the Dealer's Reassignment of Title, 
Form 41, may be used to transfer the vehicle to a subsequent purchaser. 

4. If transferred to a demolisher, this form shall be listed on the demolisher's inventory 
sheet and surrendered to the Texas Highway Department in lieu of the Certificate of 
Title under the provisions of V.P.C. 1436-2. 

Tnai Hiihwi, Depiitmnt 
Form #MVD 71-1 
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