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introduction 
Terrell, neat but not gaudy. No gilded temples 
are hers to reflect the rays of the setting sun. 
No massive piles of stone and marble, no 
elevated nor subterranean railways are within 
her gates. And yet, as she is today, at the 
beginning of this new century, is she not more 
fortunate than many of the largest cities of the 
land? 

Stranger, walk down her main thoroughfare 
and see for yourself; see the evidence of 
prosperous times on either side; the products 
of the farm blockading the street and the 
stores filled with customers, money in hand, 
waiting to make their purchases. Everybody 
smiling, everybody happy. 

—Kaufman County, c. 7900. 

An historical and architectural survey will help 
achieve communi ty preservat ion and 
revitalization goals. In order to preserve and 
enhance important elements of the city's 
heritage, these resources must first be 
identified. A significant result of the survey 
process is an increased public awareness of the 
character and historical value of their 
surroundings. This awareness and appreciation 
of the things that set Terrell apart from other 
communities will foster an increased level of 
c iv ic p r ide and encou rage persona l 
involvement by the residents. 

The resource survey resulted from the desire 
by community leaders of Terrell to revitalize 
the downtown area. The image projected by 
the stagnating business district was one that 
needed to be upgraded. One of the first steps 
in this effort was to identify the significant 
resources downtown upon which to build a 
new image. A comprehensive survey of the 
entire city was commissioned to place a 
downtown study in context and to encourage 
an interest in historic preservation throughout 
Terrell. 

This report summarizes the results of the survey 
and suggests a community action plan to 
preserve the significant buildings. 

A second study commissioned developed 
architectural guidelines to improve the 
appearance of Moore Avenue and to enhance 
the character of the significant buildings. Design 
suggestions and renovation and restoration 
techniques are discussed in the companion 
study, Architectural Guidelines for the Central 
Business District, Terrell, Texas prepared by 
Katherine Livingston and Architects Plus, of Fort 
Worth. 

Concurrent with these two studies, Wayne 
Snyder and Associates prepared a physical 
analysis and economic feasibility study for the 
downtown area. The physical analysis included 

left: Victorian Garden Ornament, Terrell State Hospital. 

vehicular and pedestrian circulation, building 
occupancy and use, and parking. The economic 
research included office and retail absorption, 
market potentials, lease rates, and economic 
feasibility by building type. 

Research Files 

During the process of preparing a survey, much 
more data is generated than can be published in 
a report. Because this material can be valuable 
to other researchers, the Carnegie Library has 
agreed to be the repository for the research files 
upon completion of the project. In addition, the 
Texas Historical Commission will have on file 
material as required by terms of the grant. All 
material outlined below will be open to the 
public. 

1. Resource files on file at the Texas Historical 
Commission in Austin 
• completed survey cards on significant 

buildings 
• 4 x 5 black and white photographic 

negatives 

2. Resource files to be on file at the Carnegie 
Public Library 
• Worksheet on structures with small 

photograph 
• 35mm black and white photographic 

negatives 
• detailed research on many downtown 

buildings 

3. Additional products of research on file at 
Carnegie Library 
• Map showing subdivision areas and 

approximate dates 
• Map showing chronological development 

of Griffith Avenue 
• Reverse index to 1903 City Directory 

4. Map showing location of significant 
structures 
• filed at the Carnegie Library 
• filed at City of Terrell 



The town of Terrell owes its existence to the 
coming of the Texas and Pacific Railroad. Rail 
connection from Dallas east to Terrell was 
completed by August of 1873 and soon 
thereafter the line was continuous from Dallas to 
Longview. When the route of the railroad 
through Kaufman County was assured, two 
entrepreneurs, C. C. Nash and John G. Moore, 
bought the Cude survey and deeded right of way 
for the railroad with the stipulation that a depot 
would be located within their acreage. 

The original townsite was platted on land owned 
by Moore, Nash, and Robert A. Terrell. Terrell, 
for whom the town was named, settled in the 
area in 1846. His house and orchard were 
located just west of the planned townsite. 

The town prospered from its inception. The first 
merchants located at the four corners of Virginia 
and Moore. The Star Block, the first brick 
buildings, consisted of three stores, each 25' 
wide X 125' long. They were built on Broad 
Street west of Virginia and faced north toward 
the railroad. At one time the business district 
was disjointed — one "town" at the Childress 
Block on N. Frances and Moore Avenue and 
another "town" along Virginia Street. After the 
Star Block burned in 1879, Moore Street began 
to develop in earnest and the blocks between 
Frances and Virginia filled in with businesses. 
As the main activity of the town was generated 
by the railroad, the buildings often had "front" 
facades facing the railroad and another "front" 
on Moore. The side streets from the railroad 
were also important because of the proximity to 
this activity center. 

In 1875, Terrell filed for incorporation as a city, 
having reached a population of over 1000. 

Early Terrel l commerce was based on 
enterprising merchants dealing in groceries, dry 
goods, drugs, and manufactured goods to 
supply the surrounding community. In just 7 
years the population had increased to 2003, and 
by 1890 it would reach 2988. Unlike some of the 
nearby towns on the railroad line that failed 
because of insufficient quantities of water, 

history 

Moore Avenue, 1895. Looking west. From the Collections of tfie Dallas Historical Society. 

Terrell was blessed with a plentiful and easily 
accessible supply. 

Probably the single most important event which 
has influenced the development of Terrell 
occurred in 1881. This was when the Texas 
Legislature selected Terrell as the site of the 
North Texas Hospital for the Insane, now known 
as the Terrell State Hospital. Land east of town 
was chosen and the facilities opened in 1885. 
Since that first year when 330 inmates were 
admitted, the hospital has continued to grow 
and today is the most important asset to the 
city's economy. 

In 1892 another major event occurred which 
would impact Terrell's history. Hetty Green 

bought a small bankrupt trunk railroad line, the 
Texas Central Railroad which ran from Garrett 
through Kaufman and Terrell to Roberts in Hunt 
County. Because Terrell was midway, EHR 
Green, Hetty Green's son, moved the railroad 
shops to Terrell. The addition of this industry 
was a great boon to the city's development. In 
1900 the population was 6330 — more than 
double the 1890 figure. At the turn of the century 
Terrell was the largest city in the county and the 
principal trade center for a five-county area. 

Cotton was the principal money crop. Farmers 
came from all over to bring in their crops for 
shipment. The cotton was stored in open yards 
or in the Terrell Cotton Warehouse (built 1886) 
which encompassed an entire block. A cotton 
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Composite map with approximate dates and boundaries of early subdivisions and additions. Base map is a 1912 city map. Streets mentioned in the 1903 
City Directory are shown in gray. 



compress was bui l t in 1889. Despite 
unsuccessful attempts by others to produce 
cottonseed oil, the Cotton Oil Mill proved 
profitable, and in 1900 moved into a large plant 
at the end of E. Grove. 

With the exception of the brick downtown 
buildings, almost all other buildings built prior to 
the 'Teens were constructed of wood. A large 
planing mill, the J.W. Fender Planing Mill and 
Sash, Door, and Blind Company was in 
business as early as 1885. The Sanborn 
Insurance Map of 1885 locates the site of the 
mill at Cottage and Delphine and lists the 
machinery employed at the shop: 1 turning 
lathe, 2 planers, 1 re saw, 2 ripsaws, 1 jigsaw, 1 
tenoning machine, 1 mortiser, and 1 universal 
woodworking machine. Another early business 
that left its mark on Terrell is the Terrell Iron 
Works which existed as early as 1888. 
Numerous iron thresholds and several cast iron 
columns are evidences of this shop's work. 

It was during the last decade of the 19th Century 
that much of the significant architecture in 
Terrell was built. Older commercial structures 
built of wood were torn down or moved to make 
way for new brick buildings. Many fine 
residences for the merchants, land owners and 
cattle raisers were built from 1894-1897. In 
addition, because of the dramatic increase in 
population, small houses were built to fill the 
housing need of the middle class. 

The spirit of private prosperity witnessed in the 
late 1890s surfaced in the public and 
institutional buildings after the turn of the 
century. Many fine structures were built, 
including a large brick railroad terminal, the 
Carnegie Library, a post office, several new 
churches, and administration buildings for the 
State Hospital and Toon College (now 
Southwestern Christian College). The 'Teens 
saw the paving of Moore Avenue and 
installation of new street lighting. The Twenties 
witnessed another surge of development 
preceded by the discovery of the East Texas oil 
fields. Many of the existing downtown buildings 
were refaced and several new ones built. Since 
the 1920s the city has had much slower but 
steady growth. 

By the 1960s it became apparent that the 
downtown was beginning to stagnate. In the 
1970s many buildings were destroyed by fire or 
demolished for parking lots. Recent interest in 
civic pride, the downtown area, and its 
commercial welfare, has spurred the business 
community to find ways to improve the 
downtown. Families have moved into older 
homes in the residential neighborhoods and are 
painstakingly renovating them. We hope to look 
back on the decade of the '80s as a period of 
renewed interest and growth. 

Chronology 

1846 Robert A. Terrell established home 
west of present town 

1848 Kaufman County created from 
Henderson County 

1872 Texas Central Railroad formed 
1873 Nash and Moore deed 87 acres to 

T&P Railroad for right of way 
1873 Texas and Pacific Railroad completed 

through Terrell 
1875 Terrell incorporated as town 
1875 Waters, Bivins and Corley Bank 

opened 
1875 First Brick Building built at Virginia 

and Broad 
1876 Moore and Nash Additions added to 

town 
1879 Star Block burned 
1880 Population 2003 
1882 Public school system started 
1883 Construction began on North Texas 

Lunatic Asylum 
1884 Artificial gas service started 
1885 North Texas Lunatic Asylum opened 
1885 Texas Central goes bankrupt 
1887 First National Bank started (1930 

merged with American National) 
1892 Hetty Green bought Texas Central, 

incorporated it as Texas Midland 
Railroad. Shops moved to Terrell 

1897 Toon & Hewen College opened, 
2-story brick building built 

1900 Population 6330 — has more than 
doubled in past decade 

1900 T e r r e l l C o t t o n Oi l M i l l and 
Manufacturing moves to site on E. 
Grove Street 

1900 Franchise granted to Terrell Electric 
Light Company 

1901 Terrell Union Station built 
1902 New brick administration and class

room building for Toon College built. 
Old building turned into dormitory 

1903 Carnegie Public Library built 
1903 First project on demonstration 

farming on Walter C. Porter's farm 
1903 Saloons closed by popular vote 
1906 First State Bank organized — later 

became State National Bank 
1908 Movie house opened 
1913 High school burned 
1913 Completion of paving of Moore 

Avenue from Rockwall to Midland 
tracks. New lighting standards were 
installed 

1914 City Hall built 
1915 Second high school (now junior high) 

built 
1923 Interurban Electric Railway from 

Dallas opened (closed 1932) 
1920s Some oil found but not like East Texas 

fields. 
1925 Dixie Highway (US 80) formal 

opening 
1926 Community Natural Gas Company 

offered to provide gas for city 
1928 Texas Midland sold to Southern 

Pacific (later abandoned in 1944) 
1941 Royal Air Force to base in Terrell 
1965 Portion of Interstate 20 by Terrell 

opened 
1978 New City Hall built 
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Treatment Groups 

Inventory 
Survey Methodology 

The survey methodology used was basically a 
five-step procedure: orientation, windshield 
survey, preliminary evaluation, research, final 
evaluation. 

Because of immediate interest, central business 
district was the first area to be surveyed. 35mm 
black and white photographs were taken of each 
building from Rockwall to Delphine on Moore 
Avenue and one block north and south on the 
cross streets. A building worksheet was started 
for each building and those buildings having 
possible significance were researched by 
volunteers from the community. The worksheets 
and background information on each structure 
surveyed will be on file at the Carnegie Public 
Library. 

Concurrent with the downtown study, the 
consultant and volunteers drove every street of 
the rest of the city, recording addresses and 
taking 35 mm black and white photographs of 
buildings of possible significance. These 
buildings were compared and evaluated against 
the survey criteria resulting in a list of buildings 
of potential significance. Worksheets were 
begun on each building. After researching the 
history of the buildings, the list was again 
evaluated to produce the final list of significant 
properties. 

Evaluation Criteria 

The criteria used to evaluate the buildings are 
similar to the criteria for eligibility for listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places and 
as a Registered Texas Historic Landmark. 

In reviewing buildings for significance, their 
architectural significance weighed heavily in 
evaluation as the scope of this project did not 
allow for detailed historical research on all 
structures. The position rating for some 
buildings, particularly those with modest 
architectural significance, may increase as 

additional research reveals specific historical 
significance. Some properties were not included 
because of the nature of alterations, additions or 
remodelings. If these later alterations are 
removed and the building restored, the building 
would increase in significance. In addition, as in 
any survey of this kind, there will be inadvertent 
omissions: When omissions are discovered, 
they should be added to the lists of significance. 
A summary of the criteria follows: 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Those resources representative of: 
• a unique style or period or cultural influence 
• good example of a particular style or period 
• example of a well known architect or builder 
• example of pioneering in construction 

method, architecture, engineering or 
planning 

• particularly good details or craftsmanship 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Those resources representative of or 
associated with: 
• famous historical events 
• lives of persons significant to our history 
• important cultural or social development 

patterns 
• development or changes in taste 
• examples of the last remaining or one of the 

few remaining building types, uses, or 
structures of its time 

• innovative process or technology 

URBAN QUALITY 

• part of a row or cluster of similar compatible 
buildings or structures that reinforce a 
visual quality to the streetscape 

• part of a cluster of historically related 
buildings or structures 

• interest due to location, site, focal point or 
other unique position in townscape 

• extent to which integrity of surviving 
structure has been preserved 

After evaluation against these criteria, buildings 
that exhibited some significance were divided 
into four categories or treatment groups. These 
treatment groups, similar to those used in San 
Antonio, Texas, are explained below. 

GROUP A 

Resources of greatest significance: 
Judged to be of individual importance with ex
ceptional architectural, historical or environ
mental qualities. 

Treatment: In no event should they be replaced 
or changed unless such work is required to con
serve, maintain, or restore them. 

GROUP B 

Resources of particular significance: 
Judged to be a good example of a particular 
architectural style, one of the last remaining ex
amples of a period, have particular historical 
interest, or occupy a pivotal position in the 
neighborhood. 

Treatment: These resources should not be re
placed or destroyed except under extreme cir
cumstances. Any replacement should be con
sidered only for significant social or cultural 
improvement of the area and should be 
replaced only for major projects of considerably 
higher quality of use and design. 

GROUP C 

Resources of some significance: 
These resources are of modest individual 
significance, but may (1) support the character 
of adjacent landmarks, or (2) contribute 
significantly to the neighborhood because of 
their style, scale, material, craftsmanship or 
increasing age. 

Treatment: Every effort should be made to 
preserve and maintain them. They should not be 
replaced with due consideration given to the 
general character of the neighborhood and 
should be replaced only by elements of 
compatible use, design, and construction quality 
with the surrounding neighborhood. 

GROUP D 

Resources of threshold significance: 
These resources may not be examples of 
distinguished merit, but contribute to the 
character of the city. Some examples will 
increase in value as they increase in age. 
Others will increase in significance when 
incompatible alterations or additions are 
removed. 

Treatment: Conservation of these resources 
should be encouraged. 



The survey recorded many buildings of 
significance including commercial, institutional, 
industrial, and residential examples. The 
quantity and quality of these resources reflect 
the periods of the growth and development of 
Terrell. The majority of significant structures 
are located in the north and west areas of the 
city. Unfortunately, many buildings of potential 
significance on the south side are no longer 
standing. 

With a few exceptions, only structures 50 
years old or older were recorded. Buildings 
constructed after 1930, such as the houses on 
Elm Street, may increase in significance as 
they increase in age. 

Only a sampling of significant buildings and 
typical architectural styles have been included 
in this report. A complete listing of significant 
structures appears on page 16. 

right: Clementz Building, 1888. 
below: Streetscape on S. Adelaide with John L Terrell 
Building on near corner, 1897; Terrell Times Star, 1897; 
Mississippi Store, c 1900; Warren Building, 1897; 
Knights of Pythias Hall, the earliest remaining 
commercial building, c 1875-80; 109 E. Moore, c 
1880-85. 



Map of the downtown area with buildings from 
Group A and B indicated. 
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opposite page: 

First National Bank, 1906; 106 E. Moore, c 
1891; FM Phillip Hardware c 1900-06 and 
109 W. Moore, remodeled 1920s. 

Craddock Grocery, c 1900; RL Irwin Build
ing, 1893; Boston Store, 1887 (altered); 315 
E. Moore, c 1900. 

Anderson Building, 1922; Old City Hall, 
1914; 406 E. Moore; 207 and 209 E. Moore, 
c 1895. 

right: Carnegie Public Library, 1903-04; 
Administration Building, Terrell State Hospi
tal, c 1900 (altered), Buildings 520 and 535, 
Terrell State Hospital, c 1900. Administration 
Building, Southwestern Christian College 
(SCC), c 1902; remodeled 1920s; Alamo 
Hall, SCC, 1918. 

below: T&P Freight Depot, 1909; First Chris
tian Church, 1922; St. Johns Catholic 
Church, 1876 and 1949; First United 
Methodist Church, 1900. 

Interurban Station, 1923; Cotton Oil Mill 
Office, c 1900; Oil Mill Building, c 1900; 
Cotton Compress, c 1890. 

9 



left: Robert A. Terrell House, c 1860-65; LE Griffith, 
before 1873; 504 Fox, 1880-85; Griffith Cox House, 
1883. 
below: Hickock-Lindsey House, 1885; Hodges-Coon 
House, 1894; 701 N. Virginia, c 1890s. Carl P. Sites 
House, c 1885, Phillip Brin House, 1895; LaRoe-Marsee 
House c 1898, moved 1905. 



/ • « 

right: 801 E. College, c 1895; McClung-Symmonds 
House, 1893 and 1923, Autrey-McClung House c 1910, 
LE Griffith Jr. House, 1909. 
below: 202 S. Hattie, c 1895-1900; 1104-1106 S. 
Rockwall, shotgun houses; 600 N. Virginia, 1900-05. 
Rice-Hardin House, 804 Johnson, c 1895. Outbuildings: 
barn and servants house behind Griffith-Cox House; 
barn behind MA Joy House, 102 Pecan. 
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counter clockwise: John Corley House, 1896; Warren-
Crowell House, 1904; Lucius Rash House, 1906; Mat
thew C. Roberts House, 1923; Allen House, 1931; 
Matthew Cartwright House, 1883. 
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The community action plan outlined below is a 
long and continuing process. It will take 
dedicat ion from many individuals and 
cooperation among several groups. 

For a city-wide preservation/revitalization effort 
to succeed, each of the following segments of 
the population must become involved and fill a 
necessary role: the Chamber of Commerce, the 
downtown business community, the City of 
Terrell, historic preservation groups, and the 
Carnegie Public Library. 

The Central Business District is of particular and 
immediate interest. Downtown is plagued by 
deteriorating buildings, lack of parking adjacent 
to stores, and a poor community image. Some 
businesses have moved to shopping areas on 
the edge of town. Community leaders are now 
working to reverse this trend. It will take time and 
patience. 

In rehabilitating the area, we propose to build 
upon the inherent character of each of the 
buildings, bringing out and emphasizing what is 
most attractive in it. Most older buildings are 
attractive if they are maintained. We reject the 
approach of choosing one element, such as a 
metal canopy, and applying it on all buildings 
regardless of the appropriateness to that 
building. Having a historic preservation attitude 
does not necessarily require wholesale 
recreation of an earlier era. We do not propose 
restoring downtown to when EHR Green 
stepped off the train in 1892. 

Downtown was built up over a period of time and 
its appearance should reflect this. Some 
buildings are of great significance and we would 
encourage careful restoration of these. The 
appearance of others would be greatly 
enhanced by simply removing elements applied 
later that are not of quality construction or 
elements that detract from the scale of the 
original design. This approach of capitalizing on 
the existing conditions can prove to be much 
less expensive than applying a new aluminum 
or plaster facade and is certainly more 
attractive. 

community 
action plan 

A thorough discussion on improving the 
appearance of the buildings downtown through 
restoration, rehabilitation, and remodeling is 
included in the companion study to this one, 
Architectural Guidelines for the Central 
Business District, Terrell, Texas. In this study, 
conceptual design solutions to typical buildings 
and to a few key buildings are illustrated. 
Common maintenance problems are explored 
and remedies suggested. 

Chamber of Commerce 

The Terrell Chamber of Commerce has taken a 
very important step by establishing the Terrell 
Improvement Foundation. They have set up a 
framework and a forum to help the revitalization 
effort. The Chamber should continue to 
generate interest through public meetings and 
person-to-person lobbying. Throughout the 
current project the local newspaper, THE 
TERRELL TRIBUNE, has been an enthusiastic 
supporter. The Chamber should take advantage 
of this and make sure even the smallest effort 
does not pass unnoticed. 

The Chamber needs to actively seek out 
potent ia l new bus inesses that would 
complement existing businesses and benefit the 
area. For example, another restaurant would be 
welcome. Encourage owners to fill the second 
floors now used as storage. An informal survey 
on Friday night found only one business — the 
pool hall — open at night. The Chamber should 
select a downtown building for a pilot project and 
help see it to fruition. This project should be 
carefully chosen — one that will show a decisive 
change in the building. 

A great need exists to promote Terrell from both 
inside and outside the city. By emphasizing the 
historical and architectural heritage of Terrell, a 
positive image for the city can be created. This 
image will convey a message that Terrell is a 
pleasant place to live and work and may help 
attract new businesses to town. People are 
naturally attracted to a town to live or to visit that 
seems to respect itself and has character and 

individuality. Because people in Terrell see the 
same buildings every day, they have become 
desensitized to the good features downtown. 
Some are perhaps disillusioned with what it has 
become. A public awareness campaign that 
promotes a positive image of Terrell is an 
important part of the revitalization program and 
the Chamber is in the best position to implement 
such a campaign. 

Business Community 

With introduction of the regional shopping malls 
in Dallas and the strip development west of 
town, business activity has stagnated 
downtown. It is the downtown business owner 
who has a vested interest in revitalization and 
who stands to lose or gain the most. 

The downtown building owners and merchants 
must form a strong supportive organization for 
the downtown renovat ion to really be 
successful. Individual buildings must be 
renovated by individual owners or merchants 
but their efforts should be supported, 
encouraged and coordinated by a group. Not 
everyone will join a group or even cooperate, 
nor need they. It is essential, however, that the 
business leaders become involved. If the 
leaders are making improvements others will 
follow suit, some quickly, others more slowly. 

Downtown revitalization in small towns is 
currently the focus of study by the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation. In three pilot cities, 
downtown groups faced challenges similar to 
those facing Terrel l . In her preliminary 
observations, Mary Means, project coordinator 
by the National Trust, discussed the theories of 
retailing as practiced by shopping centers and 
how it can relate to downtowns. Some of her 
recommendations are as follows: 

• Promote the idea of downtown as a 
shopping destination. 

• Select a "logo" or symbol for downtown and 
use it in promotional material and 
advertisements. 

13 



Conceptual view of downtown Terrell by Architects Plus. 

• Stage special events and attractions 
downtown to bring in people. 

• Agree to stay open one night a week for 
downtown shopping. 

• Coordinate parking. Go together as a group 
and buy or lease vacant lots, landscape 
them and use as a joint parking facility. 

Individual business owners, of course, will play 
the critical role in the revitalization effort. Each 
owner should evaluate his business in regard to 
the following questions: 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of display 
windows. Are they attractive? Do they invite 
passersby to stop in? 

• Evaluate attractiveness of store front. Do 
you need to renovate or restore the facade. 

• Evaluate merchandise. Are you carrying the 
goods or providing the services that are in 
demand? 

• Evaluate services. Are you open hours 
convenient for shoppers? Do you make it 
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easy for shoppers to buy your services or 
merchandise? 

• If your building is eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places, are 
you interested in applying for the economic 
benefits of the 1976 Tax Act? 

City of Terrell 
City government has a wide range of activities 
that can assist in the revitalization efforts 
downtown and in rehabilitation and renovation 
of older homes. The City of Terrell should 
develop public policy statements supporting 
historic preservations as a valid community goal 
and activity. Such policy statements should 
serve as guidelines for all city planning projects. 
Fortunately, because the City is currently having 
a master plan prepared, it is in an excellent 
position to have an historic preservation 
element included in it. 

The City can help the CBD Revitalization in the 
following ways. It can continue its interest in 

repairing and updating the deteriorated 
sidewalks. If funds are limited, however, it is 
recommended that one area be concentrated on 
at a time. That area should be completely 
renovated instead of spreading the money over 
a larger area where the impact would not be as 
significant. Planting of street trees could be 
done by the City in conjunction with the business 
community. 

A few less expensive actions by the City 
government can have a large effect on the area. 
The City should support the revitalization effort 
by making a special effort to keep the area free 
of trash and the streets cleaned. The City police 
need to enforce parking in 2-hour zones so that 
parking spaces can be used by shoppers and 
not by shop employees. The City can adopt the 
new parking plan as recommended by 
consultants. 

On the citywide scale, the City government 
should appoint a local citizen committee to study 
proposal for tax abatement for historic 



properties. Several Texas cities, such as Austin, 
have taken advantage of a State constitutional 
amendment allowing local governments to 
exempt certain historic properties from 
ad-valorem taxes where tax relief is necessary 
to encourage its preservation. Another 
approach that might be considered is to defer 
increases in the assessed value of an historic 
property resulting from its rehabilitation or 
restoration for up to 5 years. 

City government should appoint a local citizen 
committee to study the appropriateness of 
establishing local historical markers. Many 
commercial buildings and homes in Terrell are 
not significant enough to warrant national or 
s ta tewide des igna t ion , but should be 
recognized in some manner. 

The City should consider using Community 
Development Block Grant money to subsidize 
interest rates on rehabilitation of historic 
properties. When investigating low income 
housing proposals, should encourage those that 
propose to reuse existing housing stock. CDBG 
money could be used to subsidize interest rates 
for low income home owners wishing to bring 
houses up to code. 

City should carefully review existing zoning and 
traffic patterns to see how they impact historic 
residential areas. Some areas are overzoned 
which allows commercial encroachment into 
older residential areas and provides a 
disincentive for investment by homeowners. 

Preservation Groups 

The burden of initiative for preservation of areas 
outside the CBD rests with the several history 
and preservation related groups. Some of the 
interests of the groups outlined below overlap 
and activities should be co-sponsored or 
coordinated. 

A. Kaufman County Historical Commission — 
the countywide organization affiliated with 
the Texas Historical Commission in Austin. 
They accept nominations for Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmarks (Medallions). 

B. Old Homes Group — an informal group of 
owners of historic houses. They meet 
about once a month to compare sources 
of information, share techniques on 
restoration and rehabilitation and lend 
support to their members. 

C. T e r r e l l H e r i t a g e S o c i e t y — th is 
organization operates the museum on the 
second floor of the Carnegie Library, has 
purchased a railroad car on display in Gill 
Park, has published a book on Terrell, and 
schedules tours of homes. It will be this 
group that must respond to most of the 
community's preservation needs. To do 
this new members must be recruited and 
current members activated. 

Activities for preservation groups: 

A. Promotion of preservation of buildings and 
artifacts. 

B. Preparation of nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places. The best 
approach for Terrell is to prepare one 
multi-resource nomination for commercial 
structures and one for residential and 
inst i tut ional instead of individually 
nominating each eligible building. 

C. Recording oral histories. There is a wealth 
of fragile information and history that 
currently exists only in the memories of 
the older residents. This valuable resource 
should be tapped. 

D. Sponsor public seminars on topics such 
as how to restore buildings or how to do 
geneological research. 

E. Promote the idea of restrictive covenants 
fur individual property owners. 

F. Set up fund to help defray rehabilitation 
costs for low income owners of historic 
houses. Provide advice for painting 
weatherproofing older houses. 

G. Provide assistance in locating information 
on historic buildings. Assist owners 
wanting to have properties listed as a 
Texas Historic Landmark or on the 
National Register. 

H. Review existing city zoning and request 
zoning rollbacks where necessary to 
p ro tec t h i s to r i c res idences f rom 
commercial encroachment. 

I. Get help from Museum Services of the 
Texas Historical Commission in further 
developing the museum. The THC has a 
field consultant in Bonham at the Sam 
Rayburn House Museum. 

J. Work with the Carnegie Public Library in 
setting up archival storage for important 
documents and photographs in the 
society's collection until adequate storage 
can be obtained by the society. 

K. Work with the library in setting up local 
history and geneological files. 

L. Assist the community in finding uses for 
existing vacant historic buildings such as 
the Freight Depot. 

M. Encourage the schools to get involved in 
local history research. 

Carnegie Public Library 

The library can play an important role in the 
preservation in Terrell. It can help provide 
sources of information, both primary sources 
such as old photographs and published 
materials such as Old House Journals that are 
necessary for rehabilitation and restoration 
efforts. It has a golden opportunity to include 
space for these resource materials in the 
proposed new library. 

A. Keep data generated by architectural 
survey. 

B. Actively promote local history and 
establish a geneological and local history 
section. 

C. Solicit acquisitions from the community 
such as copies of old photographs, 
directories, letters, maps, etc. 

D. Purchase research materials such as 
microfilmed census records and tax roll 
data, and copies of Sanborn Insurance 
maps. 

E. Promote an oral history program. 
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DOWNTOWN BUILDINGS 

Group A 
108 S. Adelaide 
110 S. Adelaide 
108 S. Catherine 
110 S. Frances 
101 E. Moore 
211 E. Moore 
119 W. Moore 
108 S. Virginia 

Group B 
N. Adelaide 

102 E. Moore 
106 & 106y2E. Moore 
109 E. Moore 
110 E. Moore 
207 E. Moore 
315 E. Moore 
406 E. Moore 
500 E. Moore 
107 V\/. Moore 
200 S. Virginia 

Group 0 
110 N. Adelaide 
112 N. Adelaide 
114 N. Adelaide 

W. Broad 
116 E. Moore 
118 E. Moore 
120 E. Moore 
203 E. Moore 
209 E. Moore 
113 W. Moore 
115 W. Moore 
217-219 E. Moore 
303 W. Moore 

McGraw Building 
John L Terrell Building 
Terrell Times-Star 
Knights of Pythias 
First National Bank 
Warren Building 
Mississippi Building 
Clementz Building 

Old City Hall 
Phillip Brin Building 
(Carpenter's Barber Shop) 
(Musgraves Furniture) 
R.L Irwin Building 
(North Texas Title) 
Commercial Building 
Midland Administration Building 
Craddock Grocery 
F.M. Phillips & Son Hardware 
T & P Freight Depot 

Matthew Cartwright Building 

Anderson Building 

Muckleroy Hardware 
Harris Brin Building 
Rear Facade 

OUTSIDE DOWNTOWN AREA 

Group A 

406 N. Adelaide 
Bowser Circle 

302 W. Brin 
304 W. Brin 
503 W. College 
504 Fox 
803 First 
805 First 
207 N, Frances 
301 Gardner 
505 Griffith 
611 Griffith 
614 Griffith 
705 Griffith 
720 Griffith 

E. Grove 
113 Pacific 
102 Pecan 

Group B 
405 N. Adelaide 
1004 E. Brin 

16 

LaRoe-Marsee House 
Robert Adam Terrell House 
Philip Brin House 
Harris Brin House 
First United Methodist Church 
Residence 
Griffith-Cox House 
Fr. L. E. Griffith House 
Carnegie Public Library 
Headquarters, Cotton Oil Mill 
Matthew Cartwright House 
Allen House 
Lucius Rash House 
Warren-Crowell House 
John Corley House 
Cotton Compress 
Hickok-Lindsey House 
M. A. Joy House and Barn 

First Christian Church 
Stuart-Whitt House 

506 S. Catherine 
802 E. College 
200 W. College 

105 Elm 
701 First 
801 First 
605 N. Frances 
702 N. Frances 
506 Fox 
504 Griffith 
506 Griffith 
507 Griffith 
604 Griffith 
605 Griffith 
606 Griffith 
607 Griffith 

E. Grove 
205 Johnson 
604 Johnson 
701 Johnson 
201 Lawrence 
202 Main 
803 W. Nash 
804 W. Nash 
305 Ninth 
401 Pacific 
505 Pacific 
101 Pecan 
406 N. Rockwall 
1104-06 S. Rockwall 
Southwestern Christian 

College 
Terrell State Hospital 

511 N. Virginia 
701 N. Virginia 

Group C 
205 N. Ann 
206 W. Brin 
207 W. Brin 
505 W. Brin 
305 N. Catherine 
700 N. Catherine 
310 W. College 
309 Elm 
703 First 
410 N. Frances 
505 N. Frances 
908 N. Frances 
910 S. Frances 

E. Gardner 
204 Griffith 
403 Griffith 
406 Griffith 
500 Griffith 
519 Griffith 
612 Griffith 
702 Griffith 
202 S. Hattie 
603 E. High 
801 E. High 
105 Johnson 
403 Johnson 
501 Johnson 
604 Johnson 

Residence 
Residence 
Episcopal Church of the Good 
Shepherd 
Residence 
F. M. Raike House 
L E. Griffith, Jr. 
Carl P. Sites House 
St. Johns Catholic Church 
Bass-Galbraith House 
Railey-Dunn House 
James Fields House 
Gill-Meredith House 
Matthew Cartwright, Jr. 
Matthew C. Roberts, Sr. 
Matthew C. Roberts II 
Will Griffith House 
Interurban Station 
Bivins-Warren House 
Duvall House 
Pense House 
McClung-Symmonds House 
Residence 
Muckleroy-Reddens House 
Hodges-Coon House 
Residence 
Byrn House/Servants House 
Jarvis-Rutledge House 
E.J. Lockhead House 
Dr. E. D. Lane House 
Shotgun Houses 
Administration Building 
Alamo Hall 
Administration Building 
Garden Ornament 
McMillan-Jandrew House 
Residence 

Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Langwith School 
Residence 
Residence 
D. M. Purvine Residence 
First Baptist Church Building 
Residence 

Residence 
Cotton Oil Mill Building 
Allen-Bass House 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Duvall House 

804 Johnson 
204 Main 

W. Moore 
602 W. Nash 
805 Nash 
401 Newton 
603 Pacific 
702 N. Rockwall 
207 S. Rockwall 
704 S. Rockwall 
Terrell State Hospital 
Terrell State Hospital 
511 N. Virginia 
600 N. Virginia 
201 Walnut 

S. Catherine 

Residence 
Residence 
Coca-Cola Building 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Building 520 
Building 535 
McMillan-Jandrew House 
Residence 
Residence 
Cotton Storage Sheds 

Current Listings 

TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

R. A. Terrell House 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
Dr. L. E. Griffith House 
John H. Corley House 
Robert L. Warren House 
Matthew Cartwright House 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Matthew Cartwright House 
Warren-Crowell House 




