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INTRODUCTION ,,• -

The Historic Preservation Handbook is intended as a sourcebook 

of preservation information, and as a guide for using that information. 

It is divided into three major parts: I. ADMINISTRATIVE AND ORGANIZA

TIONAL; II. SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES/PROGRAMS FOR COUNTY HISTORICAL COM

MISSIONS; and III. THE TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION. Individual sections 

are self-explanatory. . • , . • 

The format of the Handbook is such that appropriate pages may be 

added or deleted easily. In addition, blank sections V, W, and XYZ 

allow room for any suppleinental material that may be sent to you in the 

future. 
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STATUTES PERTAINING TO HISTORICAL PRESERVATION IN TEXAS 

ARTICLE 6145 TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
(As amended by 64th Legislature) 

Section 1. There is hereby created a permanent historical 
commission of eighteen members to be known as the Texas Historical 
Commission and is hereby declared to be a state agency for the 
purpose of providing leadership and coordinating services in the 
field of historical preservation. 

Section 2. The term of office of the members of the Texas 
Historical Cotiiiiission shall be six years. One-third of the mem
bers shall be appointed every two years by the Governor with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. Provided, however, that the 
present eighteen members now constituting the Texas State His
torical Survey Committee, hereafter referred to as the Commission, 
shall continue to serve as members of the Commission for the term 
of office to which they were appointed. One-third of the member
ship of the Commission shall serve for a term of office to expire 
January 1, 1975; one-third of the membership shall serve for a 
term to expire January 1, 1977; one-third of the membership shall 
serve for a term to expire January 1, 1979. All vacancies occur
ring on the Commission shall be filled by the Governor with the 
advice and consent of the Senate for the unexpired term of office. 
The members of the Commission shall be citizens of Texas who have 
demonstrated an interest in the preservation of our historical 
heritage, and in making appointments, the Governor shall seek to 
have each geographical section of the state represented on the 
Commission as nearly as possible. 

Section 3. The Commission shall hold regular meetings in 
January, April, July, and October of each year. On the first 
scheduled meeting after the effective date of this Act, the Com
mission shall select a chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary 
from its members, who shall serve until the January 1975 meeting 
and thereafter the Commission shall select a chairman, vice-
chairman, and secretary from its membership at each January meet
ing in odd numbered years. The Commission may hold such other 
meetings at such other times and places as shall be scheduled by 
it in formal sessions and as shall be called by the chairman of 
the Commission. The Commission shall have authority to promulgate 
such rules and regulations as it shall deem proper for the effec
tive administration of the provisions of this Act. 

Section 4. A majority of the membership of the Commission 
shall constitute a quorum authorized to transact business of the 
Commission, 

Section 5. Members of the Commission shall serve without 
pay, but shall be reimbursed for their actual expenses incurred 
in attending meetings of the Commission. 



Section 6. The Commission shall employ a citizen of Texas 
as Executive Director of the Texas Historical Commission. He shall 
be a person of ability in organization, administration, and coor
dination of organizational work, with particular qualities for 
carrying out the purposes of the Commission. The Executive Direc
tor may employ such professional and clerical personnel as may be 
deemed necessary. The number of employees, their compensation, 
and other expenditures shall be in accordance with appropriations 
to the Commission by the Legislature. 

Section 7. The Commission shall furnish leadership, coordi-
nation, and services to County Historical Commissions, Historical 
Societies, and the organizations, agencies, institutions, museums, 
and individuals of Texas with an interest in the preservation of 
historical heritage and shall act as a clearing house and informa
tion center for such work in Texas. 

Section 8. The Commission shall furnish professional consult
ant services to museimis and agencies, individuals, and organizations 
interested in the preservation and restoration of historical houses, 
sites, and landmarks. 

Section 9. The Commission is hereby designated to administer 
the "National Historic Preservation Act of 1966" and any amendments 
thereto and is authorized and empowered to prepare, maintain, and 
keep up to date a Statewide Comprehensive Historic Preservation 
Plan. 

Section 10. The Governor shall designate the Executive Direc
tor as the State Liaison Officer and he shall act in that capacity 
for the conduct of relations with the representatives of the Federal 
Government and the respective states with regard to matters of his
toric preservation. 

Section 11. The Commission is authorized to apply to any 
appropriate agency or officer of the United States for participation 
in any federal program pertaining to historic preservation. 

Section 12. (1) The Commission shall give direction and co
ord inatTon~~to~~tEe state historical marker program and shall have 
the responsibility for marking districts, sites, individuals, 
events, structures, and objects significant in Texas and American 
history, architecture, archeology, and culture, and shall keep a 
register thereof. To assure a degree of uniformity and quality of 
historical markers, monuments, and medallions within the State of 
Texas, the Commission shall review, pass on, or reject the final 
form, dimensions, text, or illustrations on any marker, monument, 
or medallion before its fabrication by the state, or any county, 
county historical commission, incorporated city, individual, or 
organization within this state. The markers so approved sb^T" be 
designated by the Commission as Official Texas Historical Markers. 
Structures receiving the Official Texas Historical Building Medal
lion shall be designated by the Commission as Recorded Toxas His
toric Landmarks which are deemed worthy of preservation because 
of their history, culture, or architecture, or a combination 
thereof. 



(2) No person may damage the historical or architectural 
integrity of any structure which has been designated by the Com
mission as a Recorded Historic Landmark, without first giving 60 
days' notice to the Texas Historical Commission. After receipt of 
notice, the Commission may waive the waiting period or, if the 
Commission determines that a longer period will enhance chances for 
preservation, it may require an additional waiting period of not 
more than 30 days. 

Section 13. The Commission, through the State Archeologist, 
shall direct the state archeological program. The program shall 
include a continuing inventory of non-renewable archeological re
sources; evaluation of known sites through testing and excavation; 
maintenance of extensive field and laboratory data to include col
lections of antiquities; consultation with state agencies and organ
izations and local groups concerning archeological and historical 
problems; and publication of the results of the program through 
various sources including a regular series of reports. 

Section 14. (1) No county may demolish, sell, lease, or dam
age the historical or architectural integrity of any courthouse of 
the county, present or past, without first giving six months notice 
to the Texas Historical Commission. 

(2) If, after notice, the Commission determines that a court
house has historical significance worthy of preservation the Com
mission shall notify the commissioners court of the county within 
30 days after receiving notice from the county. A county may not 
demolish, sell, lease, or damage the historical or architectural 
integrity of any such courthouse for 180 days after receiving no
tice from the Commission. The Commission shall cooperate with in
terested persons during the 180-day period to preserve the historical 
integrity of any such courthouse. 

(3) A county may carry out ordinary maintenance and repairs 
without notice to the Commission. 

Section 15. The Texas Historical Commission is hereby author
ized to certify the worthiness of preservation to other state agen
cies of any historic district, sites, structures, or objects signi
ficant in Texas and American history, architecture, archeology, and 
culture. 

Section 16. The facilities and leadership of the Commission 
shall be used to stimulate the development of historical resources 
in every locality of Texas, Emphasis shall be upon responsibility 
and privilege of local effort except where the project or problem 
is one that clearly demands a broader approach. 

Section 17. The Commission is authorized to conduct educa-
tional programs, seminars, and workshops throughout the state cov
ering all phases of historic preservation. 

Section 18. It shall not be the purpose of this program to 
duplicate or replace existing historical heritage organizations and 
activities, but it is the purpose to give leadership, coordination, 
and service where it is needed and where it is desired. 



Section 19. The Commission shall continue cooperative studies 
and surveys of the various aspects of historical heritage. 

Section 20. The Commission shall make a report of its activ-
ities to the Governor and to the Legislature by December 1 prior to 
each regular session of the Legislature. 

Section 21. The Commission is authorized to enter into con-
tracts with other state agencies or institutions and with quali
fied private institutions to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

Section 22. The Commission is authorized and empowered to 
accept gifts, gFants, devises, and bequests of money, securities, or 
property to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

Section 23. The responsibility for naming natural geographic 
features as set out in Section 9b, Chapter 500, Acts of the 55th 
Legislature, Regular Session, 1957, as amended (Article 6145, 
Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is transferred from the Texas His
torical Commission to the General Land Office of the State of Texas. 

Section 24. A person who violates this Act is subject to a 
civil penalty of not less than $50 nor more than $1,000 for each 
day of violation. 

Section 25. The Attorney General or any resident of this state 
may file suit in the district court to restrain and enjoin any vio
lation or threatened violation of this Act, to recover on behalf of 
the state a civil penalty provided in this Act, or for both injunc
tive relief and a civil penalty. Venue of a suit filed as provided 
in this section is in either Travis County or the county in which 
the activity sought to be restrained or penalized is alleged to 
have occurred, be occurring, or be about to occur. 

Section 26. In issuing a final order in an action brought as 
provided in Section 25 of this Act, the court may award costs of 
litigation, including reasonable attorney's and expert witness' 
fees. 

ARTICLE 6145.1 COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSIONS 

Section 1, Chapter 152, Acts of the 58th Legislature, 1963, 
as amended (Article 6145.1, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 1. (a) The Commissioners Court of each county may 
appoint a County Historical Commission to consist of at least seven 
residents of the County for the purpose of initiating and conducting 
such programs as may be suggested by the Commissioners Court and the 
Texas Historical Commission for the preservation of the historical 
heritage of the county. The members of the commission shall be 
appointed during the month of January of odd-niombered years and 
shall serve for a term of two years. Should the Commissioners 
Court fail to appoint a commission by April 1 of each odd-numbered 



year, the Texas Historical Commission may appoint such commission 
upon 30 days written notice to the Commissioners Court of its in
tention to do so. 

(b) Each County Historical Commission shall meet at least 
once each year at its county seat and may meet as often as each 
commission may determine under rules and regulations adopted by it 
for its own regulation. Each Commission shall make an annual re
port of its activities and recommendations simultaneously to its 
Commissioners Court and to the Texas Historical Commission before 
the end of each calendar year and may make as many other reports 
and recommendations as it sees fit. 

(c) Each commission shall institute and carry out a contin
uing survey of the county to determine the existence of historical 
buildings, and other historical sites, private collections of his
torical memorabilia, or other historical features witl̂ in the county, 
and shall report the data collected to the Commissioners Covirt and 
the Texas Historical Commission. 

(d) The Commissioners Court may pay the necessary expenses of 
the Commission and may authorize a car allowance and pay the neces
sary traveling expenses of the chairman and members of the commis
sion. 

(e) The Coiranission shall make recommendations to the Commis
sioners Court and the Texas Historical Commission concerning the 
acquisition of property, real or personal, which is of historical 
significance. 

(f) The commission may operate and manage any museum which 
may be owned or leased by the county, and may acquire artifacts and 
other museum paraphernalia in the name of the museum or the commis
sion, and may supervise any employees hired by the Commissioners 
Court to operate the museum. 

(g) In addition to the powers already conferred on it by 
law, the Commissioners Court of each county of this state may appro
priate funds from the general fund of the county for the purpose of: 

(1) erecting historical markers, monuments, and medallions; 

(2) purchasing objects and collections of objects of any 
kind which are historically significant to the county; and 

(3) preparing, publishing, and disseminating, by sale or 
otherwise, a history of the county. 

Section 2. County Historical Sujrvey Committees in existence on 
the erEective date of this amendatory Act become county historical 
ccmifiissions as if the members were appointed under chapter 152, Acts 
of the 58th Legislature, 1963, as amended by this Act (Article 6145.1, 
Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes). If the terms of any members expire 
befor? January, 1977, the Commissioners Court shall appoint succes
sors to serve until new appointments are made in January 1977. Mem
bers may be appointed to succeed themselves. 



Section 3. Chapter 150, Acts of the 58th Legislature, 1963, 
(Article 2372r, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is repealed. 

ARTICLE 6145-9 ANTIQUITIES CODE OF TEXAS -

Section 1. This Act shall be known, and may be cited, as the 
"Antiquities Code of Texas." 

Sectioii 2. It is hereby declared to be the public policy and 
in the public interest of the State of Texas to locate, protect, and 
preserve all sites, objects, buildings, pre-twentieth century ship
wrecks, and locations of historical, archeological, educational, or 
scientific interest, including but not limited to prehistoric and 
historical American Indian or aboriginal campsites, dwellings, and 
habitation sites, archeological sites of every character, treasure 
imbedded in the earth, sunken or abandoned ships and wrecks of the 
sea or any part or the contents thereof, maps, records, documents, 
books, artifacts, and implements of culture in any way related to 
the inhabitants, prehistory, history, natural history, government, 
or culture in, on or under any of the lands in the State of Texas, 
including the tidelands, submerged lands, and the bed of the sea 
within the jurisdiction of the State of Texas. 

Section 3. There is hereby created a committee known as the 
Antiquities Committee, to be composed of seven (7) members, namely: 
The Director of the State Historical Survey Committee, the Director 
of the State Parks and Wildlife Department, the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, the State Archeologist, and the following cit
izen members, to wit: one professional archeologist from a recog
nized museum or institution of higher learning in Texas, one pro
fessional historian with expertise in Texas history and culture, 
and the Director of the Texas Memorial Museum of The University of 
Texas; each citizen member to be a resident of the State of Texas 
and to be appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, who shall serve for a term coexistent with the Governor 
appointing him and until his successor shall have been appointed 
and qualified. Each citizen member of the Antiquities Committee is 
entitled to receive a per diem allowance for each day spent in per
formance of his duties and reimbursement for actual and necessary 
travel expenses Incurred in the performance of his duties, as pro
vided by the General Appropriations Act. The Antiquities Committee 
shall select one of its members as the Chairman. The Antiquities 
Committee may employ such personnel as are necessary to perform 
the duties imposed upon such Committee, to the extent such employ
ment is provided for by the General Appropriations Act. 

Employees of the Antiquities Committee shall be deemed to be 
employees of the Texas State Historical Survey Committee. The An
tiquities Committee shall keep a record of its proceedings which 
shall be subject to inspection by any citizen of Texas desiring to 
make an examination in the presence of a member of the Antiquities 
Committee or an authorized employee of such Antiquities Committee. 
Four members of the Antiquities Committee shall constitute a quorum 
for the conducting of business. 



Section 4. The duties of the Antiquities Committee shall be 
to determine the site of, and to designate. State Archeological 
Landmarks and to remove from such designation certain of such sites 
as hereinafter provided, to contract or otherwise provide "for the 
discovery and salvage operation herein covered and to consider the 
requests for, and issue the permits hereinafter provided for, and 
to protect and preserve the archeological resources of Texas. The 
Antiquities Committee shall be the legal custodian of all items 
hereinafter described which have been recovered and retained by the 
State of Texas and shall maintain an inventory of such items show
ing the description and depository thereof. 

Section 5. All sunken or abandoned pre-twentieth century 
ships and~wrecks of the sea and any part or the contents thereof 
and all treasure imbedded in the earth, located in, on or under fhe 
surface of lands belonging to the State of Texas, including its 
tidelands, submerged lands and the beds of its rivers and the sea 
within the jurisdiction of the State of Texas are hereby declared 
to be State Archeological Landmarks and are the sole property of 
the State of Texas and may not be taken, altered, damaged, destroyed, 
salvaged or excavated without a contract or permit of the Antiquities 
Committee. • .. 

Section 6. All other sites, objects, buildings, artifacts, im
plements^ and~"Tocations of historical, archeological, scientific, or 
educational interest, including but expressly not limited to, those 
pertaining to prehistoric and historical American Indian or aborig
inal campsites, dwellings, and habitation sites, their artifacts 
and implements of culture, as well as archeological sites of every 
character that are located in, on or under the surface of any lands 
belonging to the State of Texas or by any county, city, or political 
subdivision of the state are hereby declared to be State Archeologi
cal Landmarks and are the sole property of the State of Texas and 
all such sites or items located on private lands within the State 
of Texas in areas that have been designated as a "State Archeologi
cal Landmark" as hereinafter provided, may not be taken, altered, 
damaged, destroyed, salvaged, or excavated without a permit from, or 
in violation of the terms of such permit of, the Antiquities Committee. 

Section 7. Any site located upon private lands which is deter-
mined by majority vote of the Antiquities Committee to be of suffi
cient archeological, scientific or historical significance to scien
tific study, interest or public representation of the aboriginal or 
historical past of Texas may be designated by the Antiquities Com
mittee as a "State Archeological Landmark." It is specifically pro
vided, however, that no such site shall be so designated upon private 
laud without the written consent of the landowner or landowners in 
recordable form sufficiently describing the site so that it may be 
located upon the ground. Upon such designation the consent of the 
lando-wner shall be recorded in the deed records of the county in 
which the land is located.. Any such site upon private land shall be 
marked by at least one marker bearing the words "State Archeological 
Landmark" for each five (5) acres of area. 



Section 8. Upon majority vote of the Antiquities Committee 
any State Archeological Landmark, on public or private land, may 
be determined to be of no further historical, archeological, edu
cational, or scientific value or not of sufficient value to war
rant its further classification as such; and upon such determination 
it may be removed from such designation and in the case of sites 
located on private land that have theretofore been designated by 
instrument of record, the Antiquities Committee is authorized to 
cause to be executed and recorded in the deed records of the county 
where such site is located an instrument setting out such deter
mination and releasing the site from the provisions hereof. 

Section 9. The Antiquities Committee shall be authorized to 
enter into contracts with other state agencies or institutions and 
with qualified private institutions, corporations, or individuals 
for the discovery and salvage of treasure imbedded in the earth, 
sunken or abandoned ships or wrecks of the sea, parts thereof and 
their contents. Such contracts to be on forms approved by the 
Attorney General. The contracts may provide for fair compensation 
to the salvager in terms of a percentage of the reasonable cash 
value of the objects recovered, or at the discretion of the Anti
quities Committee, of a fair share of the objects recovered; the 
amount constituting a fair share to be determined by the Antiquities 
Committee taking into consideration the circumstances of each such 
operation, and the reasonable cash value may be determined by con
tract provision providing for appraisal by qualified experts or by 
representatives of the contracting parties and their representative 
or representatives. Such contract shall provide for the termina
tion of any right in the salvager or permittee thereunder upon the 
violation of any of the terms thereof. Superior title to all ob
jects recovered to be retained by the State of Texas unless and 
until they are released to the salvager or permittee by the Anti
quities Committee. No person, firm, or corporation may conduct 
such salvage or recovery operation herein described without first 
obtaining such contract. All such contracts and permits shall 
specifically provide for the location, nature of the activity, and 
the time period covered thereby, and when executed are to be recorded 
by the person, firm, or corporation obtaining such contract in the 
office of the County Clerk in the county or counties where such 
operations are to be conducted prior to the commencement of such 
operation. 

Section 10. The Antiquities Committee shall be authorized to 
issue permits to other state agencies or institutions and to quali
fied private institutions, companies, or individuals for the taking, 
salvaging, excavating, restoring, or the conducting of scientific 
or educational studies at, in, or on State Archeological Landmarks 
as in the opinion of the Antiquities Committee would be in the best 
interest of the State of Texas. Such permits may provide for the 
retaining by the permittee of a portion of any recovery as set out 
for contracting parties under Section 9 hereof., Such permit shall 
provide for the termination of any rights in the permittee there
under upon the violation of any of the terms thereof and to be 
drafted in compliance with forms approved by the Attorney General. 
All such permits shall specifically provide for the location, na
ture of the activity, and time period covered thereby. No person, 
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firm, or corporation shall conduct any such operations on any State 
Archeological Landmark herein described vjithout first obtaining and 
having in his or its possession such permit at the site of such oper
ation, or conduct such operations in violation of the provisions of 
such permit. 

Section 11. All salvage or recovery operations described under 
Section 9 hereof and all operations conducted under permits or con
tracts set out in Section 10 hereof must be carried out under the 
general supervision of the Antiquities Committee and in accordance 
with reasonable rules and regulations adopted by the Antiquities 
Committee and in such manner that the maximum amount of historic, 
scientific, archeological, and educational information may be recov
ered and preserved in addition to the physical recovery of items. 
The An.tiquities Committee shall be the legal custodian of all anti
quities recovered, and is specifically authorized and empowered to 
promulgate such rules and regulations and to require such contract 
or permit conditions as to reasonably affect the purposes of this 
Act. 

Section 12. The Antiquities Committee is hereby authorized to 
expend such sums, from any appropriations hereafter made for such 
purposes, as it may deem advisable to purchase from the salvager or 
permittee or such salvager's or permittee's share, or portion there
of, of items recovered which in the opinion of the Antiquities Com
mittee should remain the property of the State of Texas. The Anti
quities Committee is authorized and empowered to accept gifts, 
grants, devises, and bequests of money, securities, or property to 
be used in the purchase of such items from the salvager or permittee. 
Further, in this respect, the Antiquities Committee may enter into 
contracts or agreements with such persons, firms, corporations, or 
institutions, as it might choose, whereby such persons, firms, cor
porations, or institutions, for the privilege of retaining temporary 
possession of such items, may advance to the Antiquities Committee 
the money necessary to procure from the salvager or permittee such 
items as the Antiquities Committee might determine should remain 
the property of the State of Texas upon the condition that at any 
time the Antiquities Committee may choose to repay to such person, 
firm, corporation, or institution such sum so advanced, without 
interest or additional charge of any kind, it may do so and may re
cover possession of such items; and provided, further, that during 
the time the said items are in the possession of the person, firm, 
corporation, or institution advancing the money for the purchase 
thereof they shall be available for viewing by the general public 
without charge or at no more than a nominal admission fee, and 
that such items may not be removed from the State of Texas except . 
upon the express authorization of the Antiquities Committee for ap
praisal, exhibition, or restorative purposes. 

Section 13. The restoration of antiquities for private parties 
is authorized and shall be under the rules and regulations promul
gated by the Antiquities Committee, and all costs incurred in such 
restoration, both real and administrative, shall be paid by the pri
vate party. 



Section 14. No person shall intentionally reproduce, replicate, 
retouch, rework, or forge any archeological or other object which 
derives value from its antiquity, with intent to represent the same 
to be original or genuine and with intent to deceive or offer any 
such object for sale or exchange. 

Section 15. No person shall intentionally and knowingly deface 
any American Indian or aboriginal paintings, hierc^lyphics, or other 
marks or carvings on rock or elsewhere which pertain to early Amer
ican Indian or aboriginal habitation of the country. 

Section 16. No person, not being the owner thereof, and with
out the consent of the owner, proprietor, lessee, or person in 
charge thereof, shall enter or attempt to enter upon the enclosed 
lands of another and intentionally injure, disfigure, remove, exca
vate, damage, take, dig into, or destroy any historical structure, 
monument, marker, medallion, or artifact, or any prehistoric or 
historic archeological site, American Indian or aboriginal campsite, 
artifact, burial, ruin, or other archeological remains located in, 
on or under any private lands within the State of Texas. 

Section 17. Any person violating any of the provisions of 
this Act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) and 
not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by confinement in 
jail for not more than thirty (30) days, or by both such fine and 
confinement. Each day of continued violation of any provision of 
this Act shall constitute a distinct and separate offense for which 
the offender may be punished. 

Section 18. In addition to, and without limiting the other 
powers of the Attorney General of the State of Texas, and without 
altering or waiving any criminal penalty provision of this Act, the 
Attorney General of the State of Texas shall have the power to bring 
an action in the name of the State of Texas in any court of compe
tent jurisdiction for restraining orders and injunctive relief to 
restrain and enjoin violations or threatened violations qf this 
Act, and for the return of items taken in violation of the provisions 
hereof, and the venue of such actions shall lie either in Travis 
County or in the county in which the activity sought to be restrained 
is alleged to be taking place or from which the items were taken. 
Any citizen in the State of Texas shall have the power to bring an 
action in any court of competent jurisdiction for restraining orders 
and injunctive relief to restrain and enjoin violations or threatened 
violations of the Act, and for the return of items taken in violation 
of the provisions hereof, and the venue of such actions shall lie in 
the county in which the activity sought to be restrained is alleged 
to be taking place or from which the items were taken. 

Section 19. The chief adm5-nistrative officers of all state 
agencies are authorized and directed to cooperate and assist the 
Antiquities Committee and the Attorney General in carrying out the 
intent of this Act. All law enforcement agencies and officers, 
state and local, are authorized and directed to assist in enforcing 
this Act and in carrying out the intent hereof. 
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Section 20. It shall be unlawful for any person, not being 
the owner thereof, and without lawful authority, to wilfully injure, 
disfigure, remove or destroy any historical structure, monument, 
marker, medallion, or artifact. 

Section 21. The Sections of this Act and each provision and 
part thereof are hereby declared to be severable and independent of 
each other, and the holding of a Section, or part thereof, or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstance, to be invalid, 
ineffective or unconstitutional shall not -effect any other Section, 
provision or part thereof, or the application of any Section, pro
vision, or part thereof, to any other person and circumstance. 

Section 22. All laws in conflict herewith and laws codified as 
Chapter 32, Acts of the 42nd Legislature, 1st Called Session, 1931 
(Article 147a, Vernon's Texas Penal Code); Chapter 1, General Laws, 
page 60, Acts of the 46th Legislature, Regular Session, 1939 (Article 
147b, Vernon's Texas Penal Code); Chapter 153, Acts of the 58th 
Legislature, 1963 (Article 147b-l, Vernon's Texas Penal Code); 
Chapter 193, Acts of the 58th Legislature, 1963 (Article 147b-2, 
Vernon's Texas Penal Code), are hereby repealed. 

PUBLIC LAW 89-665 NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT 

TITLE I 

Section 101. (a) The Secretary of the Interior is authorized--
(1) to expand and maintain a national register of districts, 

sites, buildings, structures, and objects significant in American 
history, architecture, archeology, and culture, hereinafter referred 
to as the National Register, and to grant funds to States for the 
purpose of preparing comprehensive statewide historic surveys and 
plans, in accordance with criteria established by the Secretary, for 
the preservation, acquisition, and development of such properties; 

(2) to establish a program of matching grants-in-aid to States 
for projects having as their purpose the preservation for public 
benefit of properties that are significant in American history, 
architecture, archeology, and culture; and 

(3) to establish a program of matching grant-in-aid to the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation in the United States, char
tered by act of Congress approved October 26, 1949 (63 Stat. 927), 
as amended, for the purpose of carrying out the responsibilities of 
the National Trust. 

(b) As used in this Act--
(1) The term "State" includes, in addition to the several 

States of the Union, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa. 

(2) The term "project" means programs of State and local 
governments and other public bodies and private organizations and 
individuals for the acquisition of title or interests in, and for 
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the development of, any district, site, building, structure, or ob
ject that is significsrit in American history, architecture, arche
ology, and culture, or property used in connection therewith, and 
for its development in order to assure the preservation for public 
benefit of any such historical properties. 

(3) The term "historic preservation" includes the protection, 
rehabilitation, restoration, and reconstruction of districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, and objects significant in American history, 
architecture, archeology, or culture. 

(4) The term "Secretary" means the Secretary of the Interior. 

Section 102. (a) No grant may be made under this Act--
(1) unless application therefor is submitted to the Secretary 

in accordance with regulations and procedures prescribed by him; 

(2) unless the application is in accordance with the compre
hensive statewide historic preservation plan which has been approved 
by the Secretary after considering its relationship to the compre
hensive statewide outdoor recreation plan prepared pursuant to the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (78 Stat. 897); 

(3) for more than 50 per centum of the total cost involved, 
as determined by the Secretary and his determination shall be final; 

(4) unless the grantee has agreed to make such reports, in 
such form and containing such information as the Secretary may from 
time to time require; 

(5) unless the grantee has agreed to assume, after completion 
of the project, the total cost of the continued maintenance, repair, 
and administration of the property in a manner satisfactory to the 
Secretary; and 

(6) until the grantee has complied with such further terms 
and conditions as the Secretary may deem necessary or advisable. 

(b) The Secretary may in his discretion waive the requirements 
of subsection (a), paragraphs (2) and (5) of this section for any 
grant under this Act to the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
in the United States, in which case a grant to the National Trust 
may include funds for the maintenance, repair, and administration 
of the property in a manner satisfactory to the Secretary. 

(c) No State shall be permitted to utilize the value of real 
property obtained before the date of approval of this Act in meeting 
the remaining cost of a project for which a grant is made under this 
Act. 

Section 103. (a) The amounts appropriated and made available 
for grants to the States for comprehensive statewide historic sur
veys and plans under this Act shall be apportioned among the States 
by the Secretary on the basis of needs as determined by him: Pro
vided , however, That the amount granted to any one State shall not 
exceed 50 per centum of the total cost of the comprehensive statewide 
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historic survey and plan for that State, as determined by the Sec
retary. 

(b) The amounts appropriated and made available for grants to 
the States for projects under this Act for each fiscal year shall be 
apportioned among the States by the Secretary in accordance with 
needs as disclosed in approved statewide historic preservation plans. 

The Secretary shall notify each State of its apportionment, 
and the amounts thereof shall be available thereafter for payment 
to such State for projects in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act. Any amount of any apportionment that has not been paid or ob
ligated by the Secretary during the fiscal year in which such noti
fication is given, and for two fiscal years thereafter, shall be 
reapportioned by the Secretary in accordance with this subsection. 

Section 104. (a) No grant may be made by the Secretary for or 
on account of any survey or project under this Act with respect to 
which financial assistance has been given or promised under any 
other Federal program or activity, and no financial assistance may 
be given under any other Federal program or activity for or on ac
count of any survey or project with respect to which assistance has 
been given or promised under this Act. 

(b) In order to assure consistency in policies and actions un
der this Act with other related Federal programs and activities, and 
to assure coordination of the planning acquisition, and development 
assistance to States under this Act with other related Federal pro
grams and activities, the President may issue such regulations with 
respect thereto as he deems desirable, and such assistance may be 
provided only in accordance with such regulations. 

Section 105. The beneficiary of assistance under this Act 
shall keep such records as the Secretary shall prescribe, including 
records which fully disclose the disposition by the beneficiary of 
the proceeds of such assistance, the total cost of the project or 
undertaking in connection with which such assistance is given or 
used, and the amount and nature of that portion of the cost of the 
project or undertaking supplied by other sources, and such other 
records as will facilitate an effective audit. 

Section 106. The head of any Federal agency having direct or 
indirect jurisdiction over a proposed Federal or federally assisted 
undertaking in any State and the head of any Federal department or 
independent agency having authority to license any undertaking 
shall, prior to the approval of the expenditure of any Federal funds 
on the undertaking or prior to the issuance of any license, as the 
case may be, take into account the effect of the undertaking on any 
district, site, building, structure, or object that is included in 
the National Register. The head of any such Federal agency shall 
afford the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation established 
under title II of this Act a reasonable opportunity to comment with 
regard to such undertaking. 

Section 107. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to be ap-
plicable to the White House and its grounds, the Supreme Court 
building and its grounds, or the United States Capitol and its re
lated buildings and grounds. 
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Section 108. There are authorized to be appropriated not to 
exceed $2,000,000 to carry out the provisions of this Act for the 
fiscal year 1967, and not more than $10,000,000 for each of the 
three succeeding fiscal years. Such appropriations shall be avail
able for the financial assistance authorized by this title and for 
the administrative expenses of the Secretary in connection therewith, 
and shall remain available until expended. 

TITLE II 

Section 201. (a) There is established an Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation (hereinafter referred to as the "Council") 
which shall be composed of seventeen members as follows: 

(1) The Secretary of the Interior, 
(2) The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. 
(3) The Secretary of Commerce. 
(4) The Administrator of the General Services Administration. 
(5) The Secretary of the Treasury. 
(6) The Attorney General. 
(7) The Chairman of the National Trust for Historic Preserva

tion. 
(8) Ten appointed by the President from outside the Federal 

Government. In making these appointments, the President shall give 
due consideration to the selection of officers of State and local 
governments and individuals who are significantly interested and 
experienced in the matters to be considered by the Council. 

(b) Each member of the Council specified in paragraphs (1) 
through (6) of subsection (a) may designate another officer of his 
department or agency to serve on the Council in his stead. 

(c) Each member of the Council appointed under paragraph (8) 
of subsection (a) shall serve for a term of five years from the ex
piration of his predecessor's term; except that the members first 
appointed under that paragraph shall serve for terms of from one to 
five years, as designated by the President at the time of appoint
ment, in such manner as to insure that the terms of not less than 
one nor more than two of them will expire in any one year. 

(d) A vacancy in the Council shall not affect its powers, but 
shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment (and 
for the balance of the unexpired term). 

(e) The Chairman of the Council shall be designated by the 
President. 

(f) Eight members of the Council shall constitute a quorum. 

Section 202. (a) The Council shall--
(1) advise the President and the Congress on matters relating 

to historic preservation; recommend measures to coordinate activi
ties of Federal, State, and local agencies and private institutions 
and individuals relating to historic preservation; and advise on the 
dissemination of information pertaining to such activities; 
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(2) encourage, in cooperation with the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and appropriate private agencies, public 
interest and participation in historic preservation; 

(3) recommend the conduct of studies in such areas as the 
adequacy of legislative and administrative statutes and regula
tions pertaining to historic preservation activities of State and 
local govemments and the effects of tax policies at all levels of 
government on historic preservation; 

(4) advise as to guidelines for the assistance of State and 
local governments in drafting legislation relating to historic 
preservation; and 

(5) encourage, in cooperation with appropriate public and pri
vate agencies and institutions, training and education in the field 
of historic preservation. 

(b) The Council shall submit annually a comprehensive report 
of its activities and the results of its studies to the President 
and the Congress and shall from time to time submit such additional 
and special reports as it deems advisable. Each report shall pro
pose such legislative enactments and other actions as, in the judg
ment of the Council, are necessary and appropriate to carry out its 
recommendations. 

Section 203. The Council is authorized to secure directly 
from any department, bureau, agency, board, commission, office, in
dependent establishment or instrxomentality of the executive branch 
of the Federal Government information, suggestions, estimates, and 
statistics for the purpose of this title; and each such department, 
bvireau, agency, board, commission, office, independent establish
ment or instrumentality is authorized to furnish such information, 
suggestions, estimates, and statistics to the extent permitted by 
law and within available funds. 

Section 204. The members of the Council specified in para
graph! (1) through (7) of section 201(a) shall serve without ad
ditional compensation. The members of the Council appointed under 
paragraph (8) of section 201(a) shall receive $100 per diem when 
engaged in the performance of the duties of the Council. All mem
bers of the Council shall receive reimbursement for necessary 
traveling and subsistence expenses incurred by them in the per
formance of the duties of the Council. 

Section 205. (a) The Director of the National Park Service or 
his designee shall be the Executive Director of the Council. Finan
cial and administrative services (including those related to budget
ing, accounting, financial reporting, personnel and procurement) 
shall be provided the Council by the Department of the Interior, 
for which payments shall be made in advance, or by reimbursement, 
from funds of the Council in such amounts as may be agreed upon by 
the Chairman of the Council and the Secretary of the Interior: 
Provided, That the regulations of the Department of the Interior 
for the collection of indebtedness of personnel resulting from er
roneous payments (5 U.S.C. 46e) shall apply to the collection of 
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erroneous payments made to or on behalf of a Council employee, and 
regulations of said Secretary for the administrative control of 
funds (31 U.S.C. 665 (g)) shall apply to appropriations of the Coun
cil: And provided further. That the Council shall not be required 
to prescribe such regulations. 

(b) The Council shall have power to appoint and fix the com
pensation of such additional personnel as may be necessary to carry 
out its duties, without regard to the provisions of the civil ser
vice laws and the Classification Act of 1949. 

(c) The Council may also procure, without regard to the civil 
service laws and the Classification Act of 1949, temporary and in
termittent services to the same extent as is authorized for the ex
ecutive departments by section 15 of the Administrative Expenses 
Act of 1946 (5 U.S.C. 55a), but at rates not to exceed $50 per diem 
for individuals, 

(d) The members of the Council specified in paragraphs (1) 
through (6) of section 201(a) shall provide the Council, on a re
imbursable basis, with such facilities and services under their 
jurisdiction and control as may be needed by the Council to carry 
out its duties, to the extent that such facilities and services are 
requested by the Council and are otherwise available for that pur
pose. To the extent of available appropriations, the Council may 
obtain, by purchase, rental, donation, or otherwise, such additional 
property, facilities, and services as may be needed to carry out its 
duties. 

Approved October 15, 1966. 

16 



SUMMARIES OF FURTHER HISTORICAL PRESERVATION STATUTES 

ARTICLE 6144g creates the Texas Fine Arts Commission and sets out its 
duties. 

ARTICLE 6081s provides that the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart
ment may acquire by purchase, or gift, or otherwise, historic 
sites and structures in the state, and restore, develop and 
maintain such sites and structures. 

ARTICLE 1011a empowers legislative bodies of cities and incorporated 
villages to set up zoning regulations to protect the historical 
integrity of sites and structures within their jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE 6145.7 creates the Texas Conservation Foundation and sets 
out its duties. 

The Texas Conservation Foundation was created to encourage 
private gifts of real and personal property or any income 
therefrom or other interest therein, and to make timely acqui
sition by purchase or option, of any property for the benefit 
of, or in connection with, the Texas state system parks, ref
uges, and scientific and recreational areas, and thereby to 
further the conservation of natural, scenic, historical, sci
entific, educational, inspirational, or recreational resources 
for future generations of Americans. The Foundation is a char
itable and non-profit corporation which may accept and adminis
ter gifts and otherwise acquire property or interests therein. 

ARTICLE 608le permits cities and counties, individually or in coop
eration with the Parks and Wildlife Department to acquire his
torical museums or property of historical significance under 
the same provision and limitations as they may obtain parks 
and playgrounds. 

ARTICLE 5421 provides restriction on governmental approval of pro
grams or projects that require use or taking of public land 
designated as an historic site, park, recreation area, scien
tific area or wildlife refuge unless there is not feasible and 
prudent alternative to the use or taking of such land and un
less such program or project includes all reasonable planning 
to minimize harm to such sites. 

ARTICLE 7150, sections 20 and 22, provides that buildings and lands 
owned by non-profit organizations chartered or incorporated 
under the Texas Statutes for the purpose of preserving histor
ical buildings, sites and landmarks shall not be leased or used 
for profit and shall be exempt from State taxation. If needed, 
the Survey Committee office will be happy to send you a copy of 
the recent opinion issued by the Supreme Court of Texas in fa
vor of the San Antonio Conservation Society's operation of the 
Navarro House. 

17 



ARTICLE 5442b, sections 1 through 10, directs the Texas Library 
and Historical Commission to authorize, designate and reg
ulate regional historical resource depositories. 

ARTICLE 6145.10, sections 1 through 5, creates the Texas His-
torical Resources Development Council and sets out its duties 
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ARTICLE 6145.1 COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSIONS 

Section 1, Chapter 152, Acts of the 58th Legislature, 1963, as amended 
(Article 6145,1, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 1. (a) The Commissioners Court of each county may appoint a 
County Historical Commission to consist of at least seven residents of the County 
for the purpose of initiating and conducting such programs as may be suggested by 
the Commissioners Court and the Texas Historical Commission for the preservation 
of the historical heritage of the county. The members of the commission shall be 
appointed during the month of January of odd-numbered years and shall serve for a 
term of two years. Should the Commissioners Court fail to appoint a commission 
by April 1 of each odd-numbered year, the Texas Historical Commission may appoint 
such commission upon 30 days written notice to the Commissioners Court of its in
tention to do so, 

(b) Each County Historical Commission shall meet at least once each year 
at its county seat and may meet as often as each commission may determine under 
rules and regulations adopted by it for its own regulation. Each Commission shall 
make an annual report of its activities and recommendations simultaneously to its 
Commissioners Court and to the Texas Historical Commission before the end of each 
calendar year and may make as many other reports and recommendations as it sees fit. 

(c) Each commission shall institute and carry out a continuing survey of the 
county to determine the existence of historical buildings, and other historical sites, 
private collections of historical memorabilia, or other historical features within the 
county, and shall report the data collected to the Commissioners Court and the Texas 
Historical Commission. 

(d) The Commissioners Court may pay the necessary expenses of the Commission 
and may authorize a car allowance and pay the necessary traveling expenses of the 
chairman and members of the commission. 

(e) The Commission shall make recommendations to the Commissioners Court and 
the Texas Historical Commission concerning the acquisition of property, real or 
personal, which is of historical significance, 

(f) The Commission may operate and manage any musuem which may be owned or 
leased by the county, and may acquire artifacts and other museum paraphernalia in 
the name of the museum or the commission, and may supervise any employees hired by 
the Commissioners Court to operate the museum, 

(g) In addition to the powers already conferred on it by law, the Commissioners 
Court of each county of this state may appropriate funds from the general fund of the 
county for the purpose of: 

(1) erecting historical markers, monuments, and medallions; 
(2) purchasing objects and collections of objects of any kind which are 

historically significant to the county; and 
(3) preparing, publishing, and disseminating, by sale or otherwise, a 

history of the county. 

Section 2. County Historical Survey Committees in existence on the effective 
date of this amendatory Act become county historical commissions as if the members 
were appointed under chapter 152, Acts of the 58th Legislature, 1963, as amended by 
this Act (Article 6145,1, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes). If the terms of any members 
expire before January, 1977, the Commissioners Court shall appoint successors to serve 
until new appointments are made in January 1977. Members may be appointed to succeed 
themselves. 



Section 3, Chapter 150, Acts of the 58th Legislature, 1963, (Article 
2372r, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is repealed. 

ARTICLE 6145-9 ANTIQUITIES CODE OF TEXAS 

Section 1. This Act shall be known, and may be cited, as the "Antiquities 
Code of Texas." 

Section 2. It is hereby declared to be the public policy and in the public 
interest of the State of Texas to locate, protect, and preserve all sites, objects, 
buildings, pre-twentieth century shipwrecks, and locations of historical, archeo
logical, educational, or scientific interest, including but not limited to pre
historic and historical American Indian or aboriginal campsites, dwellings, and 
habitation sites, archeological sites of every character, treasure imbedded in 
the earth, sunken or abandoned ships and wrecks of the sea or any part or the 
contents thereof, maps, records, documents, books, artifacts, and implements of 
culture in any way related to the inhabitants, prehistory, history, natural 
history, government, or culture in, on or under any of the lands in the State of 
Texas, including the tidelands, submerged lands, and the bed of the sea within 
the jurisdiction of the State of Texas. 

Section 3. There is hereby created a committee known as the Antiquities 
Committee, to be composed of seven (7) members, namely: The Director of the State 
Historical Survey Committee, the Director of the State Parks and Wildlife Department, 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, the State Archeologist, and the follow
ing citizen members, to wit: one professional archeologist from a recognized 
museum or institution of higher learning in Texas, one professional historian with 
expertise in Texas history and culture, and the Director of the Texas Memorial 
Museum of the University of Texas; each citizen member to be a resident of the 
State of Texas and to be appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, who shall serve for a term coexistent with the Governor appointing 
him and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified. Each 
citizen member of the Antiquities Committee is entitled to receive a per diem 
allowance for each day spent in performance of his duties and reimbursement for 
actual and necessary travel expenses incurred in the performance of his duties, 
as provided by the General Appropriations Act, The Antiquities Committee shall 
select one of its members as the Chairman, The Antiquities Committee may employ 
such personnel as are necessary to perform the duties imposed upon such Committee, 
to the extent such employment is provided for by the General Appropriations Act. 

Employees of the Antiquities Committee shall be deemed to be employees 
of the Texas State Historical Survey Conraiittee. The Antiquities Coiranittee shall 
keep a record of its proceedings which shall be subject to inspection by any 
citizen of Texas desiring to make an examination in the presence of a member 
of the Antiquities Committee or an authorized employee of such Antiquities 
Committee, Four members of the Antiquities Coiranittee shall constitute a quorum 
for the conducting of business. 



ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY COMMISSION 

I, Introduction 

To be successful, the County Commission should be well-organized 
from both an activities and personnel standpoint. This section con
tains suggested duties and responsibilities of the committees each 
commission should have, as well as a suggested organizational chart 
for the Commission. The chart shows the lines of communication that 
should result in well-informed and active committee chairmen and members. 

Article 6145.1, Vernon's Civil Statutes, as amended (See Section A), 
sets forth in some detail the duties and responsibilities of the County 
Historical Commission. This statute should be followed rather closely 
in the Commission's organizational efforts. Of primary importance is 
the need for the County Commission to establish a set of rules (bylaws) 
for their own regulation. 

These bylaws should concern, among other things, the Commission's: 
(1) name; (2) purpose or objectives; (3) membership; (4) officers and 
their duties; (5) meetings; (6) committees and their duties; (7) method 
of reporting activities; (8) parliamentary procedures; and (9) method 
of amending bylaws. 

Once the Commission has adopted a set of bylaws, it is recommended 
that these be ratified by the Commissioners' Court. 

Quite often County Chairmen must organize a County Commission for 
the fir "St time, or reorganize an existing commission. In such cases, 
they should consider the following factors: 

1. The size of the Commission 
2. The frequency of Commission meetings 
3. The location(s) of the meetings 
4. Committee appointments and organization & 

implementation of projects 
5. Commission relationships with established 

historical societies 6e associations, and/or 
history-related groups 

6. Commission fiscal responsibilities 
7. Commission status as a non-profit organization 
8. Commission responsibilities regarding payment 

and collection of state sales tax 

II. Size of the Commission 

The Commission should have enough members to accomplish their goals, 
and each member should have something to do. The statute authorizing 
the appointment of County Commissions does not limit the size of a 
commission, except as to the minimum nvmiber of members (7). Therefore, 
County Commissioners' Courts should not object to appointing as many 
Commission members as necessary to implement Commission programs. 



Although the aforementioned statute provides for Commission appoint
ments during January of odd-numbered years, it does not preclude 
further appointments, as needed, at other times. 

Commission membership should be balanced. Men and women should 
be represented equally, and members' ages should range from about 
18 on up. There should also be a representative from each community 
in the county. 

III. Frequency and Location(s) of Meetings 

Some important considerations in this regard are: 

1. Location(s) of Commission members and distance 
from each other: 

2. Activities being carried out by the Commission; 
3. Types of meetings held and length of time 

allotted for them; 
4. Availability of suitable meeting places. 

An active commission should meet a minimum of six times a year. 
The number of additional meetings you hold should depend on how many 
activities and projects you are conducting. 

Concerning meeting locations. Article 6145,1 requires the Commission 
to meet at least once a year at their county seat. You might schedule 
your other meetings in the different communities of your county, as 
this will generate interest and participation in, and acceptance of, 
your program. For publicity purposes, you should always invite local 
news media to every meeting you hold (See Section 0). 

NOTE--AS an arm of County Government, County Historical Commissions 
are subject to the laws that govern governmental subdivisions; one 
such law is the OPEN MEETINGS ACT. In accordance with Article 6252-17, 
Vernon's Civil Statutes, as amended, Commission meetings should be 
open to the public. The appropriate sections of the statute follow: 

Sec. 2(a).,."Every regular, special, or called meeting or session 
of every governmental body shall be open to the public..." 

Sec. 3A(a)"Written notice of the date, hour, place, and subject of 
each meeting held by a governmental body shall be given before the 
meeting...." 

(d)"A county governmental body shall have a notice posted 
on a bulletin board located at a place convenient to the public in the 
county courthouse," 

(h)"Notice of a meeting must be posted in a place readily 
accessible to the general public at all times for at least 72 hours 
preceding the scheduled time of the meeting.... In case of emergency 
or urgent public necessity, which shall be expressed in the notice, 
it shall be sufficient if the notice is posted two hours before the 
meeting is convened...," 
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Your county attorney's office should have a copy of the complete 
statute, should you wish to familiarize yourself with its contents. 

IV. Cotnmittee Appointments and Organization & Implementation of 
Proj ect¥ 

Commission members should be appointed to committees on the basis 
of their interests. The Commission Chairman should determine these 
interests by conducting an informal survey of members, and should then 
make appointments accordingly. 

Projects should be initiated only as necessary. The Commission 
should not duplicate existing projects and activities being carried out 
by established history-related groups. Rather, they should coordinate 
these projects and activities. The Commission can report, for competi
tion purposes, the projects they coordinate as part of their program 
of work, provided they identify the group(s) actually conducting the 
project(s) . 

Committee chairmen involved with a given project should be prepared 
to make progress reports on the project at Commission meetings. 

V. Commission Relationships with Established Historical Societies & 
Associations, and/or History-Related Groups 

Article 6145.1, VCS, the basic statute of the Texas Historical 
Commission, states that it is not the intent of the law to duplicate 
historical preservation efforts, but rather to guide and direct these 
efforts where needed or desired. It follows therefore that the re
lationship of County Commissions with established historical groups 
should be one of cooperation. 

In order to accomplish this it is suggested that County Chairmen 
ascertain the existence of such groups locally and determine which 
are affiliated with a viable state organization. Those not so affiliated 
should be given special attention by the Commission, i.e., their activities 
should be closely coordinated with the programs of other, perhaps broader 
based, groups. This should minimize duplication of effort on local pre
servation projects. 

It is advisable for the County Commission to invite the presidents 
of area historical organizations to become ex-officio members of the 
Commission, if they are not already appointed members. This practice 
is particularly helpful in metropolitan counties where a large nxomber 
of independent historical societies and preservation groups exist. 

VI. Commission Fiscal Responsibilities 

The County Commission is financed, for the most part, by appropri
ations from the General Revenue of the County, as provided for in 
Article 6145.1, VCS. Accordingly, the Commission's budget as presented 
to the Commissioners' Court should be as comprehensive as possible. 



Fiscal procedures vary from county to county, so it is incumbent 
upon your Finance and Budget Committee to become familiar with those 
in your county by establishing a good working relationship with your 
County Auditor and Treasurer. Quite often either or both can assist 
in the preparation of the Commission's budget, although such assistance 
is not their primary responsibility. 

The Commission must also make periodic reports to the Commissioners' 
Court as to how they are spending their appropriated funds. 

VII. Commission Status as a Non-Profit Organization 

Article 6145.1, VCS, implies that the County Commission is an arm 
of county government. Sec. 115 of the Internal Revenue Code defines 
governmental subdivisions and exempts them from paying income tax. 
Sec. 170c(l) states that monetary contributions to governmental sub
divisions are tax deductible. It follows that County Commissions 
need not incorporate as non-profit organizations with the Secretary 
of State. 

On the other hand, independent historical societies and similar 
groups do need to file incorporation papers with the Secretary of 
State. The procedure is simple, but the services of an attorney should 
be enlisted nevertheless. Further, societies must request tax-exempt 
status from the Internal Revenue Department; the services of an attorney 
are recommended for this procedure as well. 

VIII. Commission Responsibility Regarding Payment and Collection of 
State Sales Tax 

Since County Commissions are a part of county government, they are 
exempt from paying the state sales tax when transacting business in 
the name of the Commission. Each county has been issued a state sales 
tax exemption nxjmber, which is in the custody of the county auditor's 
office. When transacting business with a commercial firm, you may be 
required to supply that exemption niomber. 

Historical societies, once they have secured federal tax-exempt 
status from Internal Revenue, must apply with the State Comptroller's 
Office in Austin for exemption from paying the state sales tax when 
conducting business with a commercial firm. Historical societies are 
not allowed to use the county's state sales tax exemption number in 
such cases. 

No organization, be it governmental body or private group, is 
exempt from collecting the state sales tax when it sells a product or 
service. All sales tax it collects must be reported and paid to the 
State Comptroller in Austin. Your county auditor can assist you with 
the procedures involved here. 



IX. Suggested Committees 

A sound committee organization within your commission will insure 
the success of your County Historical Preservation Program. After 
studying the following suggested duties and responsibilities of the 
five basic committees you should have, appoint your committee members, 
keeping in mind the interests and abilities of the persons you select. 
"Working" committees will result in a well-balanced program of work. 
(In some cases it will be desirable to name sub-committees for each 
proj ect you undertake.) 

A. Historical Preservation Committee 

Establish an active historical preservation program in the county 
and be concerned with the actual job of preserving, restoring and re
cording tangible evidences of history. Work toward securing old pa
pers, documents and records relating to the history of the county and 
local community; try to find a depository for their safekeeping (See 
Section I). Establish an historical museum in the county (See Section 
L), or improve and/or enlarge an existing one. Write and publish a 
county history or update, revise and reprint an existing one; reprint 
scarce historical materials and publications long out of print. Re
cord and document living history by tape recording both significant 
contemporary events and interviews with old-timers etc. (See Section I 
and oral history bibliography). Develop a well-rounded program for 
preserving, restoring and maintaining historic buildings and sites. 

B. Historical Marker and Research Committee 

Survey subjects and sites for possible historical marking. Update 
landmarks list for county. Secure locations for, and obtain permission 
to erect, markers. 

C. History Appreciation Committee 

Conduct Texas and County History Appreciation programs (See Section 
R). Publicize Commission work through: news media; speeches; and con
tacts with chambers of commerce, civic & study clubs, and tourist-
and history-related groups. Work with schools and civic organizations 
in presenting programs on the county's history. Publish a newsletter; 
prepare articles and feature stories for local media. Cooperate in 
research for, preparation, publication and distribution of historic, 
recreation and scenic maps, guides and pamphlets. Sponsor historical 
tours, dedications, commemorations and observances. Make visitation 
arrangements with neighboring County Commissions to exchange ideas 
and programs, and to work on joint projects. 

D. Finance and Budget Committee 

Determine when county budget is prepared. Request, both personally 
and in writing, that the Commissioners' Court budget a minimum of $500 



for the work of the County Commission; present a detailed program of 
work to substantiate the request. Determine what Commission expendi
tures will be for the year and prepare a budget. Raise private funds 
to supplement county appropriations, and use the Commission budget 
as a guide to accomplish the year's program of work, 

E. Advisory Committee 

Facilitate public participation in the work of the County Commis
sion. Advise the Commission on citizen thinking and interests, serving 
as a direct channel for the expression of citizen concern. Act as 
liaison between the Commission and the THC, and between the Commission 
and individuals or organizations seeking advice on, assistance with, 
support for or sponsorship of, projects. 

Provide balanced representation from every part of the county, 
affording the Commission a means of communicating with all citizen 
leaders concerning the purpose and objectives of the County Historical 
Preservation Program. (Qualification for membership on this committee 
shall be evidence of leadership ability and interest in historical 
preservation and marking.) 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY COMMISSION 

I. Introduction 

To be successful, the County Commission should be well-organized 
from both an activities and personnel standpoint. This section con
tains suggested duties and responsibilities of the committees each 
commission should have, as well as a suggested organizational chart 
for the Commission. The chart shows the lines of communication that 
should result in well-informed and active committee chairmen and members 

Article 6145.1, Vernon's Civil Statutes, as amended (See Section A), 
sets forth in some detail the duties and responsibilities of the County 
Historical Commission. This statute should be followed rather closely 
in the Commission's organizational efforts. Of primary importance is 
the need for the County Commission to establish a set of rules (bylaws) 
for their own regulation. 

These bylaws should concern, among other things, the Commission's: 
(1) name; (2) purpose or objectives; (3) membership; (4) officers and 
their duties; (5) meetings; (6) committees and their duties; (7) method 
of reporting activities; (8) parliamentary procedures; and (9) method 
of amending bylaws. 

Once the Commission has adopted a set of bylaws, it is recommended 
that these be ratified by the Commissioners' Court. 

Quite often County Chairmen must organize a County Commission for 
the fir«?t time, or reorganize an existing commission. In such cases, 
they should consider the following factors: 

1. The size of the Commission 
2. The frequency of Commission meetings 
3. The location(s) of the meetings 
4. Committee appointments and organization 6e 

implementation of projects 
5. Commission relationships with established 

historical societies & associations, and/or 
history-related groups 

6. Commission fiscal responsibilities 
7. Commission status as a non-profit organization 
8. Commission responsibilities regarding pajnnent 

and collection of state sales tax 

II. Size of the Commission 

The Commission should have enough members to accomplish their goals, 
and each member should have something to do. The statute authorizing 
the appointment of County Commissions does not limit the size of a 
conamission, except as to the minimum number of members (7). Therefore, 
County Commissioners' Courts should not object to appointing as many 
Commission members as necessary to implement Commission programs. 



Although the aforementioned statute provides for Commission appoint
ments during January of odd-numbered years, it does not preclude 
further appointments, as needed, at other times. 

Commission membership should be balanced. Men and women should 
be represented equally, and members' ages should range from about 
18 on up. There should also be a representative from each community 
in the county, 

III. Frequency and Location(s) of Meetings 

Some important considerations in this regard are: 

1, Location(s) of Commission members and distance 
from each other: 

2, Activities being carried out by the Commission; 
3. Types of meetings held and length of time 

allotted for them; 
4. Availability of suitable meeting places. 

An active commission should meet a minimum of six times a year. 
The number of additional meetings you hold should depend on how many 
activities and projects you are conducting. 

Concerning meeting locations. Article 6145,1 requires the Commission 
to meet at least once a year at their county seat. You might schedule 
your other meetings in the different communities of your county, as 
this will generate interest and participation in, and acceptance of, 
your program. For publicity purposes, you should always invite local 
news media to every meeting you hold (See Section 0). 

NOTE--AS an arm of County Government, County Historical Commissions 
are subject to the laws that govern governmental subdivisions; one 
such law is the OPEN MEETINGS ACT. In accordance with Article 6252-17, 
Vernon's Civil Statutes, as amended. Commission meetings should be 
open to the public. The appropriate sections of the statute follow: 

Sec. 2(a)..."Every regular, special, or called meeting or session 
of every governmental body shall be open to the public..." 

Sec. 3A(a)"Written notice of the date, hour, place, and subject of 
each meeting held by a governmental body shall be given before the 
meeting...." 

(d)"A county governmental body shall have a notice posted 
on a bulletin board located at a place convenient to the public in the 
county courthouse." 

(h)"Notice of a meeting must be posted in a place readily 
accessible to the general public at all times for at least 72 hours 
preceding the scheduled time of the meeting..,.In case of emergency 
or urgent public necessity, which shall be expressed in the notice, 
it shall be sufficient if the notice is posted two hours before the 
meeting is convened...." 



Your county attorney's office should have a copy of the complete 
statute, should you wish to familiarize yourself with its contents. 

IV. Committee Appointments and Organization & Implementation of 
Project¥ 

Commission members should be appointed to committees on the basis 
of their interests. The Commission Chairman should determine these 
interests by conducting an informal survey of members, and should then 
make appointments accordingly. 

Projects should be initiated only as necessary. The Commission 
should not duplicate existing projects and activities being carried out 
by established history-related groups. Rather, they should coordinate 
these projects and activities. The Commission can report, for competi
tion purposes, the projects they coordinate as part of their program 
of work, provided they identify the group(s) actually conducting the 
project(s). 

Committee chairmen involved with a given project should be prepared 
to make progress reports on the project at Commission meetings. 

V. Commission Relationships with Established Historical Societies 6e 
Associations, and/or History-Related Groups 

Article 6145.1, VCS, the basic statute of the Texas Historical 
Commission, states that it is not the intent of the law to duplicate 
historical preservation efforts, but rather to guide and direct these 
efforts where needed or desired. It follows therefore that the re
lationship of County Commissions with established historical groups 
should be one of cooperation. 

In order to accomplish this it is suggested that County Chairmen 
ascertain the existence of such groups locally and determine which 
are affiliated with a viable state organization. Those not so affiliated 
should be given special attention by the Commission, i.e., their activities 
should be closely coordinated with the programs of other, perhaps broader 
based, groups. This should minimize duplication of effort on local pre
servation projects. 

It is advisable for the County Commission to invite the presidents 
of area historical organizations to become ex-officio members of the 
Commission, if they are not already appointed members. This practice 
is particularly helpful in metropolitan counties where a large number 
of independent historical societies and preservation groups exist. 

VI. Commission Fiscal Responsibilities 

The County Commission is financed, for the most part, by appropri
ations from the General Revenue of the County, as provided for in 
Article 6145.1, VCS, Accordingly, the Commission's budget as presented 
to the Commissioners' Court should be as comprehensive as possible. 



Fiscal procedures vary from county to county, so it is inctraibent 
upon your Finance and Budget Committee to become familiar with those 
in your county by establishing a good working relationship with your 
County Auditor and Treasurer. Quite often either or both can assist 
in the preparation of the Commission's budget, although such assistance 
is not their primary responsibility. 

The Commission must also make periodic reports to the Commissioners' 
Court as to how they are spending their appropriated funds. 

VII. Commission Status as a Non-Profit Organization 

Article 6145.1, VCS, implies that the County Commission is an arm 
of county government. Sec 115 of the Internal Revenue Code defines 
governmental subdivisions and exempts them from paying income tax. 
Sec. 170c(l) states that monetary contributions to governmental sub
divisions are tax deductible. It follows that County Commissions 
need not incorporate as non-profit organizations with the Secretary 
of State. 

On the other hand, independent historical societies and similar 
groups do need to file incorporation papers with the Secretary of 
State. The procedure is simple, but the services of an attorney should 
be enlisted nevertheless. Further, societies must request tax-exempt 
status from the Internal Revenue Department; the services of an attorney 
are recommended for this procedure as well. 

VIII. Commission Responsibility Regarding Payment and Collection of 
State Sales Tax 

Since County Commissions are a part of county government, they are 
exempt from paying the state sales tax when transacting business in 
the name of the Commission. Each county has been issued a state sales 
tax exemption number, which is in the custody of the county auditor's 
office. When transacting business with a commercial firm, you may be 
required to supply that exemption nvimber. 

Historical societies, once they have secured federal tax-exempt 
status from Internal Revenue, must apply with the State Comptroller's 
Office in Austin for exemption from paying the state sales tax when 
conducting business with a commercial firm. Historical societies are 
not allowed to use the county's state sales tax exemption number in 
such cases. 

No organization, be it governmental body or private group, is 
exempt from collecting the state sales tax when it sells a product or 
service. All sales tax it collects must be reported and paid to the 
State Comptroller in Austin. Your county auditor can assist you with 
the procedures involved here. 



IX. Suggested Committees 

A sound committee organization within your commission will insure 
the success of your County Historical Preservation Program. After 
studying the following suggested duties and responsibilities of the 
five basic committees you should have, appoint your committee members, 
keeping in mind the interests and abilities of the persons you select. 
"Working" committees will result in a well-balanced program of work. 
(In some cases it will be desirable to name sub-committees for each 
proj ect you undertake.) 

A. Historical Preservation Committee 

Establish an active historical preservation program in the county 
and be concerned with the actual job of preserving, restoring and re
cording tangible evidences of history. Work toward securing old pa
pers, docxmients and records relating to the history of the county and 
local community; try to find a depository for their safekeeping (See 
Section I) . Establish an historical museiom in the county (See Section 
L), or improve and/or enlarge an existing one. Write and publish a 
county history or update, revise and reprint an existing one; reprint 
scarce historical materials and publications long out of print. Re
cord and docioment living history by tape recording both significant 
contemporary events and interviews with old-timers etc. (See Section I 
and oral history bibliography). Develop a well-rounded program for 
preserving, restoring and maintaining historic buildings and sites. 

B. Historical Marker and Research Committee 

Survey subjects and sites for possible historical marking. Update 
landmarks list for county. Secure locations for, and obtain permission 
to erect, markers. 

C. History Appreciation Committee 

Conduct Texas and County History Appreciation programs (See Section 
R). Publicize Commission work through: news media; speeches; and con
tacts with chambers of commerce, civic & study clubs, and tourist-
and history-related groups. Work with schools and civic organizations 
in presenting programs on the county's history. Publish a newsletter; 
prepare articles and feature stories for local media. Cooperate in 
research for, preparation, publication and distribution of historic, 
recreation and scenic maps, guides and pamphlets. Sponsor historical 
tours, dedications, commemorations and observances. Make visitation 
arrangements with neighboring County Commissions to exchange ideas 
and programs, and to work on joint projects. 

D. Finance and Budget Committee 

Determine when county budget is prepared. Request, both personally 
and in writing, that the Commissioners' Court budget a minimum of $500 



for the work of the County Commission; present a detailed program of 
work to substantiate the request. Determine what Commission expendi
tures will be for the year and prepare a budget. Raise private funds 
to supplement county appropriations, and use the Commission budget 
as a guide to accomplish the year's program of work, 

E. Advisory Committee 

Facilitate public participation in the work of the County Commis
sion. Advise the Commission on citizen thinking and interests, serving 
as a direct channel for the expression of citizen concern. Act as 
liaison between the Commission and the THC, and between the Commission 
and individuals or organizations seeking advice on, assistance with, 
support for or sponsorship of, projects. 

Provide balanced representation from every part of the county, 
affording the Commission a means of communicating with all citizen 
leaders concerning the purpose and objectives of the County Historical 
Preservation Program, (Qualification for membership on this committee 
shall be evidence of leadership ability and interest in historical 
preservation and marking.) 



SUGGESTED ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

FOR 

COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSIONS 

COUNTY CHAIRMAN 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 

Historical Preservation 
Committee 

Advisory 
Committee 

REPORTER 

History Appreciation 
Committee 

County Judge 
& 

Commi s s ioner s' Court 

Historical Marker & 
Research Committee 

Finance & Budget 
Committee 

M E M B E R S H I P 
Cooperating 

Organizations 





REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Texas has been divided into 12 permanent regions to coincide with the Council 
of Governments regions. This is for the purpose or organization, service 
from the THC and historical development on an area-by-area basis. The Council 
of Governments is involved in many state and federal programs and historic 
resource surveys. A much closer relationship between the County Historical 
Commissions and their COGS office is encouraged. 

Each region comprises counties with a common history and geography. Each is 
also small enough so that County Chairmen and Commission members may attend re
gional meetings and workshops without having to travel long distances. Such 
workshops or conferences on specific historical preservation topics, techniques 
and practices are held periodically by various THC departments. The workshops 
are scheduled throughout the year, and appropriate announcements are made as to 
their topics, times and places. 

A regional approach allows counties to exchange information and to work together 
on area projects such as tours, maps and museums. It is most important to develop 
your region from both a historical and tourist standpoint. You can accomplish this 
development by, among other things, establishing and marking the routes of old 
trails in your area, and by researching and marking structures, objects, locations 
etc, significant in the area's history. 

If you would like a list of the names and addresses of County Chairmen, please 
write the THC. 11 is a good idea to invite those chairmen in your region to your 
marker dedications, tours, history appreciation observances and so on. 
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PLANNED YEAR'S PROGRAM OF WORK 

It has been proven that the County Commission that plans their 
work, puts their plan on paper and distributes it to their members 
usually produces a well-balanced program of work--giving every member 
of the Commission the opportunity to contribute to the success of the 
year's activities. 

You will want to appoint your committee chairmen as early as 
possible. Their duties and responsibilities should be explained to 
them (See Handbook Section B), and they should devise their respective 
programs of work. At a meeting of the committee chairmen your MASTER 
PLAN should be drawn. Your Advisory Committee should prove invaluable 
at this meeting; they should be able to evaluate the Master Plan as to 
how it will be received by the citizens in the county, where you will 
have difficulty with it, and so on. 

Your Master Plan should be flexible and your programs scheduled 
realistically. You should avoid having too many projects going on 
at one time, yet should maintain enough diversity of programs to en
courage participation by all Commission members, no matter their 
interests. 

Present your Master Plan at your organizational meeting, which 
should be attended by as many interested citizens and groups as pos
sible. Your committee chairmen should be enthusiastic and well-pre
pared to "sell" their plans. If you can, you might distribute copies 
of your planned program of work to those attending the meeting--such 
is a good technique for securing volunteers. You should also provide 
copies of the Master Plan to area news media for maximum publicity 
and community support. 

Remember that the main objective is to Plan Your Work and then 
Work Your Plan. If you do so, you should not have any difficulty 
"selling" the Historical Preservation program in your county, 

(The questionnaire for the Best Program of Work Entry, in Hand
book Section G, is a good outline for a well-balanced program of work.) 





PLANNED YEAR'S BUDGET 

Your planned program of work will be meaningless unless you 
have the proper financial support with which to execute it. There
fore, it is imperative that you prepare an annual budget--a guide 
which will give your commission a sense of financial responsibility. 

Your committees may come up with the most elaborate and enthu
siastic plans, and yet, if each of them does not present a proposed 
budget for their committee, their efforts will have been wasted. 
Request that your committee chairmen give an estimate of cost for 
each of their proposed projects, and a possible source of income to 
meet that cost. This will enable the County Commission to come up 
with a workable overall budget. 

The amount appropriated for your commission in the County Budget 
may be small compared to the amount you think you will need to accom
plish your work. Therefore, you must plan periodic money-raising 
projects. Your Finance and Budget Committee should be an active and 
aggressive group who should make certain there are enough funds avail
able to carry out the work of the Commission. 

Remember that a budget is merely a guide and should, from time 
to time, be reviewed and adjusted to meet the needs of the Commission. 
By the same token, periodic reports should be made to the Commissioners' 
Court on your commission's financial standing. 

The sample budget included in this section is designed to assist 
you in devising your own budget. The sources of income and types of 
expenditures shown may not be the same as yours. Certainly, your budg
et will depend entirely upon your program of work. Do not limit your 
activities according to the amount of money you have; rather, plan to 
raise the necessary funds to carry out your desired projects. 



SAMPLE BUDGET 

Income 

Appropriation in County Budget $ 500.00 
Donations for Purchase of Historical Markers 950,00 
Sale of County History Book 1,000.00 
Pancake Supper 75.00 
Pioneer Day Barbeque 800.00 
Other Money-Raising Projects 500.00 

TOTAL INCOME $3.; 825. 00 

Expenditures 

Historical Markers $1,400.00 
Cost of Printing County History 1,200.00 
Microfilming Expenses 75.00 
Pioneer Day Activities 325.00 
History Appreciation Week Activities 110.00 

Meeting Expenses 
Regional Workshops $ 75.00 
Annual Preservation Conference 125.00 

$200.00 200.00 

Office Expenses 
Stationery $ 25.00 
Postage 35.00 
Telephone 40.00 

$100.00 100.00 

Awards 35.00 

Miscellaneous Expenses 266.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES $3,711.00 

(Please note that the types of income and expenditures listed in 
this sample budget cover only a small segment of activities. Obviously, 
figures used here are only examples; your amounts may be much larger 
or smaller.) 



SECTION "G", HISTORIC PRESERVATION HANDBOOK 

1979 County Commission Competition 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD (PSA) 

This av\;ard is the official recognition and commendation to County Historical 
Commissions by the Texas Historical Commission and the Texas Historical 
Foundation. It is awarded to County Conmiissions that have a progressive and 
well-balanced local Historical Preservation Program. 

AWARD: A 4-inch buildini; medallion paperweight and DSA certificates for 
members of those Commissions that meet the requirements. DSA Commissions 
will be given special recognition at the Annual Historic Preservation Con
ference, and special news releases will be sent to local and area newspapers. 

PERIOD OF CO.MPETITIQNS: Competition is based on a }2 month period, from 
January 1 to December 31. 

REQUIREMENTS 

* Note that the f i r s t th ree requirements are for the observance of the Texas 
His tor ica l Commission's and the Texas His tor ica l Foundation's 25th Anniversary 
Year. 

* Silver Anniversary 
(!) Sjionsor a special Anniversary Celebration in your county commemor.'it ing 25 

years of accomplishments of the Texas Historical Foundation, the Texas 
Historical Commission, and your County Historical Commission. Honor your 
former members and chairmen at your Anniversary Celebration, and invite 
Texas Historical Commission and Texas Historical Foundation members to these 
events. Texas Indejiendence Day (March 2) or San Jacinto Da)' (April 21) 
would be a good time for this. 

* Silver Anniversary 
(2) Make a report to your County Commissioners Court on the accomplishments of 

the last 25 years. Obtain a proclamation from the Court honoring these 
accompli shment s. 

* Silver Anniversary 
(3) Raise an extra $100 for the Texas Historical Foundation's Texas Trust Fund 

to enable them to continue and expand their programs. 

(4) Present a minimum of six programs (sponsored by your County Commission) 
or speeches to business or civic clubs, schools or youth groups, or 
similar organizations. Topics could be your county historical preservation 
program or tourism, the marker program, slide or film presentations, or 
your accomplishments of the last 25 years. 

3-22-79 



(5) Sponsor or participate in the planning of at least three conducted 
historical tours m your county. These tours '̂IUST include TWO or 
more historical sites, markers, structures, forts or museums, and 
must be conducted for 10 or more persons. 

0R_ . . . one county-wide tour of historic buildings. 

(6) Conduct or accomplish a part of at least one of the following projects 
in the area of Historic Preservation. (See Sections "I" § "L", Historic 
Preservation Handbook) 

(a) Historical Museum 
(b) Restoration of Structures-or Cemeteries 
(c) Written History 
(d) .Archives 
(e) Submit a completed nomination form for the National Register 

(7) Submit to the State Office one 15-pagc typewritten, documented historical 
paper, with the sources and bibliography, on any phase of county history; 

OR ••• submit a comprehensive bibliography of county source materials 

OR • . • submit one .survey of 3- cemetery in your county 

OR̂  ... co-sponsor and provide activities for a Junior Historian Program 
in your county. (Contact the Texas State Flistorical Association, 
Sid Richardson Hall 2.306, UT, Austin, Texas 78712, for guidance 
in starting a Junior Historian Chapter.) 

_0_R ... sponsor and have approved a minimum of two Official Texas Historical 
Markers, or spend a minimum of ,'5;300 for markers during this period 
of comi)et it ion 

0R_ . . . participate in a County Records Inventory Project 

OR ... conduct a restoration/preservation workshop in your county. 

(8) Conduct or have accomplished any one phase of an ORAL HISTORY PROGRAiM. 
(See Sec. "T". Historic Preservation Handbook) 

(9) Hold at least six regular meetings of your Commission, (other than 
attendance at special ceremonies and events) 

(10) Have at least one representative at the 1979 Annual Historic Preservation 
Conference in Kerrville. 

(11) Establish minimum budget of $500 for 1979 for the work of the County 
Commission. This budget can be made up from county appropriations as well 
as other sources of revenue. 



(12) Secure a minimum of $100 in contributions for the Texas Historical Foundation. 

(13) Have Chairman or designated representative serve on the Tourism Committee 
of the local Chamber (s) of Commerce; 

OR ... have a representative of the local Chamber Tourism Committee serve 
on the County Commission 

OR ... secure hotel-motel tax funds for Historic Preservation, 

(14) Publish a County Commission newsletter at least quarterly and distribute 
it to County Commission members. County Judges and Commissioners, Chambers 
of Commerce, and other interested groups. (Regular publicity in local 
newspapers will satisfy this requirement. FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS COMPETITION 
REGULAR PUBLICITY MEANS AT LEAST ONE MONTHLY ARTICLE.) 

(15) Comply with requests for completion and return each of the following reports 
at the time specified. 

(a) Quarterly DSA Activity Report 
(b) Other reports that may be required from time to time 

(16) Secure appointment of at least two Commission members under 40 years of age. 

(17) Complete a survey of your county's historical markers, and return the 
corrected survey to the State Office. 



AWARD OF MERIT 

AWARD: A certificate signed by the Chairman and Executive Director of the 
Texas Historical Conmiission. 

PURPOSE OF AWARD: To recognize those Cotmty Historical Commissions which do 
not compete for the Distinguished Service Award, but which have performed at 
least ONE truly significant historical preservation project during the 
competition year. 

PROCEDURE: The judging committee will determine the recipients of this 
award after studying and evaluating the County Historical Commission's 
annual report, which covers activities from January 1 to December 31 
of each year. 

Each County Commission's activities and projects will be judged and evaluated 
on their own merits and NOT in competition with others. 

EL1GIBTLITY: (kninty Commissions which meet the DSA (Distinguished Service 
Award) requirements are NOT eligible to receive an Award of Merit. 

• UJDCiING COMMITTEE: Will be composed of three County Historical Commission 
Chairmen, whose counties have qualified for the DSA Award for that com
petition year. Judging will be done in Austin during the month of February. 
Winners will be announced at the Annual Historic Preservation Conference. 



BEST PROGRAM OF WORK - Millard C. Cope Memorial Award 

AWARD: Appropriate plaques to the winners of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. 

PURPOSE OF COMPETITION: This competition is designed to recognize the 
Commission with the most productive and well-balanced program of work 
for the period of January 1, 1979 to December 31, 1979. 

CRITERIA: Presentation of the award will be made on the basis of 
answers to the questionnaire, page 6 of these guidelines, and the 
supportive evidence contained in the scrapbook(s). (See General Rules 
on Page 12 ) 

QUEST I ONI'JAIRE: The questionnaire is designed as a comprehensive outline 
of County Commission activities. This questionnaire, as well as the 
supportive evidence contained in the scrapbook(s), will guide the judges 
in determining the winners of this competition. 

TtiE SCRAP BOOK: The scrapbook(s) shall contain materials which will 
sui'srant inte t he \arious activities during the year. You will note that 
this year you need not, in most cases, cross-reference the pages in the 
.'•crapbook with the questionnaire. But it is mandatory that the scrapbook 
format be arranged in the same order and with the same heading as the 
questionnaire. Failure to comply with this requirement will automatically 
disquali fy the entry. 

The attractiveness of the scrapbook is NOT a criteria for judging the 
h:?st Program of Work. There are some general rules that should be 
oDserved in prc]iaring the scrapbook, however. These rules are: 

a. The dimensions of the scrapbook are optional, but the thickness 
should not txcecd 4 inches, including the covers. If necessary, 
more than one scrapbook may be used, identified as Volume I, 
Volume II, etc. 

b. A Table of Contents should be the first item. The major headings 
or divisions sĥ ould correspond to those of the questionnaire. As 
these headings appear within the scrapbook, they should be identified 
with an index tab. 

c. All pages should be numbered consecutively. 

d. Photos and newspaper clippings should be trimmed of excess materials 
and properly identified with appropriate captions. 

e. We recommend that scrapbooks which are fastened with straps be used 
instead of metal extension posts. The latter always break in transit. 
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1979 BEST PROGRAM OF WORK ENTRY 

County Historical Commission 

COMMISSION ORGANIZATION 

1. How many members serve on the Commission? 
How many are under age 40? 

2. Did you have an organizational meeting in 1979? 

3. When did you meet? 

4. How many Commission members attended this meeting? 

5. How many non-Commission members attended this meeting? 

6. Was Chairman ^appointed by County Judge or 

selected by Commission? 

7. Were committees named? ŷes no 

8. List the committee chairmen who were named: 

Committee Chairman 

1. Historical Marker 

2. Historical Preservation 

3. History Appreciation 

4. Budget fi Finance 

5. Advisory (optional) 

6. (other) 
9. Who conducted the orientation of Chairmen as to their duties and 

responsibilities? 

10. How many Commission meetings have been held this competition 
year? 

11. What was the average attendance? 

12. How were members notified of meetings? ^telephone 

^newsletter letter/postcard 
other 





13. How many times did committees meet: 

Committee Number of Meetings 

1. Historical Marker 

2. Historical Preservation 

3. History Appreciation 

4. Budget & Finance 

5. 

other 

14. Has your Commission adopted a set of by-laws? ŷes no 

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

1. Historical Markers Committee 

a. How many historical marker applications were submitted 
to the THC from January 1, 1979 to December 31, 1979? 

b. How many were approved?_ 

c. Has this Committee or previous committees made a survey of 
the cotmty for possible subjects to mark? ŷes no 

d. Is a County Landmarks list maintained? yes no 

e. Are marker dedication programs planned 
and carried out? ŷes no 

f. How soon after the marker is received is the dedication 
held? _two weeks ône month between one month and 
four months or more than four months 

g. Are County Commissions from surrounding counties invited to 
attend these dedications? yes n̂o 

h. Do city, county, state officials parti
cipate in these dedications? yes no 

i. Did your County Historical Commission conduct a Historical 
Marker Survey from the State Office list and return the 
corrected list to the State Office? yes no 
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2. Historical Preservation Committee 

Check each of the following activities in which this committee is 
involved: 

a. Establishing and maintaining a County Archives 

b. Publishing the history of the County 

c. If history is published, revising it 

d. Establishing and operating a County Museum 

e. Recording and documenting oral history 

f. Restoring and/or preserving a historic structure 

g. Establishing a bibliography of county source materials 

h. Conducting Cemetery Surveys in County 

k. Co-sponsoring a Junior Historian Program 

1. History Appreciation Conmiittee 

a. What type of County History Appreciation Observance was held 
this year? 

Tour of Historic Homes 

County History Appreciation Week/Day 

Pioneer Day 

Old Settlers Reunion 

Texas Independence Week Observance 

County Centennial Celebration 

other 

b. Is there an active Chamber of Commerce in your area? yes no 

c. If so, is a member of the County Commission on the 

Chamber's Tourism Committee or vice versa? ŷes no 

d. If there a brochure, leaflet, tour guide, map, placemat, 
etc. showing historic sites available for distribution 
in your county or area? yes no 

e. Who makes it available to the public? 

f. Does the Commission get regular publicity in the 
local news media? yes no 
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(g) What interested groups work with the Commission on special projects? 

(h) Do commission members give talks and programs of a historical nature 
to interested groups throughout the county? yes no 

How many in 1979? 

(i) Is a County Commission Newsletter sent at least four times a year to 
all members on a regular basis? yes no 

(j) If not, how are members informed of the activities of the Commission? 

(k) Are tours of the county's historical markers, sites, museum, homes, 
etc., organized and conducted? yes no 

Budget ^ Finance Committee 

(a) Did the Commission formulate a budget for the year's activities? 

(b) What is the source of funds for the Commission's budget? 

County Budget Amount $ 

Contributions " Amount $ 

Other Amount $ 

TOTAL $ 

(c) Does the committee meet with the Commissioners Court occasionally 
to report on its activities? yes no 

(d) How much was contributed to the Texas Historical Foundation from 
January 1, 1979 to December 31, 1979? $ 
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Advisory Committee (Optional) 

Not all County Commissions find it necessary to name an Advisory 
Committee. If one has been named by your Commission, explain briefly what 
its activities were in 1979. 

OUT-OF-COUNTY COMMISSION ACTIVITIES 

1. At how many out-of-county Commission meetings has the Commission been 
represented? 

2. At how many out-of-county marker dedications has the Commission been 
represented? 

3. How many times has any member of the Commission been a speaker or presented 
an historical program at an out-of-county historical function? 

4. On how many out-of-county historical tours of markers, sites, museums, 
etc. has the Commission been represented? 

At which of the following State or Regional programs has the Commission 
been represented? 

1979 Annual Historic Preservation Conference in Kerrville 
How many attended? 

Workshops, Seminars or Meetings of an historical nature 

Name of meeting 
How many attended? 

Name of meeting 
How many attended? 

Out-of-State Historical Meeting(s) 

Name of organization hosting meeting 
How many attended? 
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D. OTHER ACTIVITIES NOT PREVIOUSLY COVERED 

List all other projects conducted in 1979 by the Commission which have not 
been previously covered. 

PROJECT 

(Reference: page(s 

(Reference: pagefs 

(Reference: page(s 

(Reference: page(s 

(Reference: page(s 

(Reference: page(s 

(Reference: page(s 

(Reference: page(s 

(Reference: page(s 

(Reference: page(s 

in Scrapbook) 

in Scrapbook) 

in Scrapbook) 

in Scrapbook) 

in Scrapbook) 

in Scrapbook) 

in Scrapbook) 

in Scrapbook) 

in Scrapbook) 

in Scrapbook) 

Signature of County Chairman: 

County 

Date 

(See General Rules on Page ) 
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GENERAL RULES 

(1) Four copies of the questionnaire are to be submitted. These are to be 
placed in an envelope which has been fastened to the inside front cover 
of the scrapbook. Type or print on this envelope: 

"1979 Best Program of Work Entry, County" 

These questionnaires become the property of the Texas Historical Commission. 

Please note that the questionnaire is printed on one side of the page. 
This is done so you may make the necessary number of copies to use as 
work sheets. Complete the final form and make four copies for submission 
with the entry. 

(2) Questionnaires with scrapbook(s) must be sent to the Texas Historical 
Commission, P.O. Box 12276, Austin, TX 78711. DEADLINE: January 31, 1980. 

(3) Entries will be judged in February in Austin. Winners will be announced 
at the awards luncheon during the Annual Historic Preservation Conference 
in April 1980. 

(4) Scrapbooks will be taken by the THC staff to the Annual Historic Pre
servation Conference for display. Scrapbooks must be picked up by the 
Chairman or designated representative no later than 3 pm on the last 
day of the conference. Neither the host commission nor the THC will be 
responsible for scrapbooks left behind. 
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4. BEST NEWSLETTER published by a County Historical Commission 

AWARD: Appropriate plaques will be awarded to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place winners, 

CRITERIA: Consideration will be given for originality, conception and 
implementation of the County/State Historical Preservation Program. 
This award is based on content of the newsletter, rather than printing 
costs. 

Consideration will be given to coverage of: 

a. preservation projects in the county; 
b. exchange of ideas and information from the state or other county 

commissions; 
c. promotion of county projects; 
d. solicitation of contributions to the Texas Historical Foundation; 
e. articles designed to inform and motivate commission members and; 
f. articles that create a better community understanding of the 

purposes and programs of the County and State Commission. 

REQUIRHMEN'TS: A copy of each newsletter published during the year should 
be placed in a binder or folder that is labeled with the name of the 
commission and the words "Best Newsletter Entry", 

1. A cover letter should be included in the binder or folder that will 
give the history of the publication, number of copies printed, cost, 
how financed, summary of types of individuals on mailing list (i,e. 
members, County Commissioners, Chamber of Commerce, etc.), how many 
other County Chairmen/County Commissions is it sent to and/or that an 
exchange has been worked out, who prints, folds, mails, etc. 

2. Entries must be sent to the Texas Historical Commission, P.O.Box 12276, 
Austin, TX 78711. OEADLINE: January 31, 1980. 

3. Entries will be judged in February in Austin, Winners will be 
announced at the awards luncheon during the Annual Historic 
Preservation Conference in April 1979. 

4. Entries will be taken by the THC staff to the Annual Conference for 
display. Entries must be picked up by the Chairman or designated 
representative no later than 3 pm on the last day of the conference. 
Neither the host commission nor the THC will be responsible for entries 
left behind. 
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5. John Ben Shepperd Award for OUTSTANDING CHAIR̂ 4AN OF A COUNTY HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION. 

CRITERIA: This award is given to the County Chairman who meets the 
requirements as set forth in the prescribed nomination form and who, as 
a result of his/her activities during the competition year, exemplifies 
the leadership necessary to carry out an aggressive and well-balanced 
program of historical preservation and marking in his/her county. 
(Chairman's activities are judged on a calendar year basis.) 

AWARD: The THREE OUTSTANDING COUNTY CHAIRMEN will be presented with 
appropriate plaques. 

NOMINATION FORM: The nomination form is on page 15. Any member of a 
County Historical Commission may nominate his/her chairman. Only those 
chairmen for whom official nomination forms have been received will be 
consi dered. 

RHSl_'f-[E: The nomination form should be accompanied by a typewritten resume, 
on 8 i/2" x 11" paper, not to exceed 5 pages. The resume should list the 
major activities the nominee was engaged in and/or was respons:bIe for 
initiating during the competition year (1979). Exhibits or attachments to 
the resume should not be included with the entry. 

DEADLINE: Nomination form and resume must be sent to the THC no later than 
January 31, 1980. 

JUDGING: Entries will be judged in Austin in February. The THREE 
OUTSTANDING COUNTY CilMRMEN for 1979 will be notified of the judge's 
decision prior to March 15, 1980. This is to assure that the winners 
will be present at the Annual Conference in April, where the awards will 
be presented. 
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T; /.AS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION § 
T. /AS HISTORICAL COMMISSION NOMINATION 
f •. OUTSTANDING COUNTY COMMISSION 
CiAIRMAN (JOHN BEN SHEPPERD AWARD) 

name of County Chairman 

county 

Nominee MUST participate in at least 6 of the 8 activities 
points* 

1. Organize County Commission into Committees ' • 

2. Attendance at the 1979 Annual Historic 
Preservation Conference in Kerrville 

3. Hold monthly meetings 

4. Attend 1 out-of-county dedication or 
historical program 

5. Present 2 programs or speeches to groups other 
than county commissions (see DSA requirement #2) 

6. Establish a minimum budget of $500 for 1978 

7. Meet $100 Foundation Contribution Quota 

8. Bonus for becoming a "Quota Buster County" 
(!s20n contributions to the Foundation) 

Attach resume of other activities which 
you feel will help qualify your nominee. 
THIS RESUME IS .NOT TO EXCEED FIVE 8 1/2" x 11' 
TYPEWRITTEN PAGES. 

Mail to: 

Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711 

Nomination submitted by: 

(County Commission member) 
NO LATER THAN JANUARY 31, 1980. 

The Texas Historical Commission will verify items 2,6,7, and 8. 

* These points are merely to assist the judges in the preliminary phases of 
judging. Greater emphasis is given to the resume submitted. 
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OUTSTANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN OF A COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

CRITERIA: This award recognizes the Outstanding Committee Chairman of a 
County Commission and is judged on the basis of the nominees': a) leadership 
qualities; b) organizational ability; c) success of project or projects 
undertaken; d) innovative ideas contributed: e) time spent on projects; 
f) and dedication to the cause of historical preservation in the specific 
proiect area assigned. 

AWARD: Plaques will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners. 

NO.MINATION: Nomination shall be made by resume only ... typed on 
8 1/2" x 11" paper, not to exceed 3 pages ... headed "Entry of 

, ^County . Best Committee Chairman" and must be 
sipned by the County Chairman. The resume should contain information 
about the nominee for the one year he or she is being nominated. 

GENERAL RULES: Only ONE entry per county in this category can be submitted. 
County Commissions are encouraged to conduct eliminations to determine who 
is to be enterc-d in State competition. 

IH-.API.INE: Resume must be submitted to the Texas Historical Commission in 
Austin by January 31, 1980. 

JUUCiJNG: Entries will be judged in Austin in February. The THREE OUTSTANDING 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN FOR 1979 will be notified of the judges' decision prior to 
March 1980. This is to assure that the winners will be at the Annual Conference 
in April, where the awards will be presented. 

OUTSTANDING MEMBER OF A COUNTY HISTORICAL COM'-IISSION 

C_RjTJRI_A_: Tiiis award recognizes the outstanding Commission Member of a 
r'nimty" Commi ss ion. The n(jminee shall be judged on the basis of his or her 
outstanding work as an individual member of the County Commission. Particular 
cm[)hasis will be given to al organizational ability; b) time spent on projects; 
c) willingness to work: d) denendibi1ity: and e) overall concern for the work 
of the County Commission. 

AWARD: Plaques will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners. 

NOMINATION: Nomination shall be made by resume only ... typed on 8 1/2" x U " 
paper, not to exceed 5 pages ... headed "Entry of , County, 
Outstanding Commission Member', and must be signed by the County Chairman. 

GENERAL RULES: Only ONE entry per county in this category can be submitted. 
County Commissions are encouraged to conduct eliminations to determine who is 
to be entered in the State competition. 

DEADLINE: Resume must be submitted to the Texas Historical Commission by 
January 31, 1980. 

.Tunc I jvjri_:_ Entries will be judged in Austin in February. The THREE OUTSTANDING 
CC)'>{M l"SSTON .NIEMRERS for 1979 will be notified of the judges decision prior to 
March 15, 1980. This is to assure that the winners will be at the Annual 
Conference in April, where the awards will be presented. 

•16-



8. QUOTA BUSTER AWARD (Sponsored by Texas Historical Foundation) 

AWARD: The County Historical Commission will receive a certificate signed 
by the THE President and Secretary, showing that a "Fair Share Plus" has 
been contributed. Quota Buster Ribbons will be furnished to each member 
of the Commission at the Annual Conference, 

REQUIREMENTS: Secure a minimum of .'!;200 contributions to THE. The 
top ten Commissions receiving the Quota Buster Award will be rated (this 
will be shown on the certificates) in accordance with the amount of 
contributions secured, i.e.. No. 1 in State, No. 2 in State, etc. These 
computations will be made on the basis of contributions made for the period 
from January 1, 1979 to December 31, 1979. Certificates will be mailed 
after the Annual Conference. 
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SPECIAL AWARDS FOR HISTORICAL PRESERVATION 

Official Texas Award for Best Historical Publication of the 
Year on Local or Regional Texas History 

PURPOSE: To encourage, through official recognition of authors 
and/or publishers by the State of Texas, original research and 
publication of original material designed to preserve, record 
and recount the local and regional history of Texas. 

TYPE OF AWARD: Certificates bearing the seal of Texas, signed 
by the Governor and the President of the Texas Historical Com
mission. First, second and third places will be awarded, and 
honorable mentions may also be made, 

DEFINITIONS: The following definitions will apply in this com-
petition--

(1) "Publication": A published, scholarly historical work 
of no fewer than 75 printed pages, with no fewer than 
200 copies printed. 

(2) "Local History": A history of a community, town, city, 
county, church, business or organization; a biography; 
or a publication of significant historical documents. 

(3) "Regional History": A history covering one or more geo
graphic regions. For example, a history of West Texas 
would cover several geographic regions and many counties. 
On the other hand, a history of the Permian Basin would 
consider several counties but only one geographic region, 

(4) Abovementioned local or regional histories may fit into 
either of the following two categories: 

a. The Scholarly History--A nonfiction work containing 
full doctomentation of facts in the form of footnotes 
and a bibliography. 

b. The Informal History--A nonfiction work containing 
limited documentation of facts, usually placed in 
the text itself. Written by a person generally 
recognized as an authority on his particular his
torical subject. 

GENERAL RULES: (1) Three (3) copies of the publication are to 
be submitted. (After judging, one of these will be presented in 
the name of the appropriate County Commission to the State Li
brary, and one to the University of Texas. The third will be 
kept in the THC library). Accompanying this submission should 
be biographical and other information about the work's author(s) 
and/or publisher(s). Such information is to include the names 
of previously-published or to-be-published works by the author(s) 
and/or publisher(s), as well as mention of similar projects they 
have accomplished. 



(2) Each entry must be accompanied by a letter of trans
mittal from the person making the nomination. Nom
inations may be made by the Chairman or a member of 
a County Coiranission, a member of the THC, or a Di
rector or member of the Texas Historical Foundation. 

(3) Each entry must be sent to the Judging Committee for 
the Best State or Local History, Texas Historical 
Commission, P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, 
Tx., 78711. It must be received by the Committee on 
or before December 1 of the year it is to be judged. 

2, Special Historical Preservation Award for News Media 

PURPOSE: To honor and recognize newspapers and/or radio and/or 
TV stations that have actively supported the cause of historical 
preservation and marking and/or have been cooperative beyond 
what is ordinarily expected in supporting County Commission 
Historical Preservation Programs, 

County Chairmen are asked to determine recipients of this 
award. We suggest you consider the following questions when 
making judgments and recommendations in this regard: 

Has the possible recipient--

(1) supported the County and/or State Historical Pres
ervation Program editorially or consistently run 
news releases concerning it? 

(2) published an atiniversary or commemorative edition 
or similar special section? 

(3) regularly published or broadcast articles/features/ 
colvrains/stories/interviews/special programs of his
toric interest? 

(4) provided aggressive and thorough editorial support 
for and coverage of specific preservation or res
toration projects? 

(5) published hitherto unpublished stories and photo
graphs concerning early local history, or broadcast 
similar material? 

(6) republished out-of-print historical articles, photo
graphs etc, or broadcast similar? 

(7) given space or time (with or without a byline) for a 
regular historical column or program sponsored by the 
County Commission? 

(8) regularly cooperated with the County Commission by: 
publishing or broadcasting notice of and reports on 



Coiranission meetings; assisting in grave marking and 
local & family history projects by helping to locate 
descendants of the families involved; publicizing 
Commission dedications, commemorations; publicizing 
County History Appreciation Week, Official Texas 
Historical Markers etc.? 

Official Texas Award for Historical Preservation 

PURPOSE: To recognize on behalf of the State of Texas those 
individuals, organizations, foundations, associations etc., 
which have made significant contributions toward preserving 
Texas history on a local, regional or state level. 

TYPE OF AWARD: A certificate bearing the seal of Texas, signed 
by the Governor. 

The Annual Preservation Award is concerned with continuing 
or sustained historical preservation programs. It normally honors 
the donor(s) of one-time gifts (of money/materials/collections/ 
services) to such programs. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS: (1) The gift in each instance must have 
been significant--not just an ordinary contribution, but one that 
made a given project or its completion possible. 

(2) The gift's purpose must have been consistent with the 
THC and THF Historical Preservation Program. (For example, its 
purpose may have been the creation of a museum, the saving of an 
historic landmark, the restoration of an historic structure. Or, 
the gift itself may have been an important archival collection 
or a tract of land on which an historic landmark is located). 

(3) There is no nomination form, but recommendations for 
this award should consider the above matters. 

Official Texas Restoration Award 

PURPOSE: To recognize on behalf of the State of Texas those who 
have authentically and faithfully restored historic Texas build
ings. (The structures involved must have been designated Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmarks). 

WHO MAY RECEIVE: The owner of a given structure, the organization 
that sponsored its restoration, or an architect or craftsman in
volved with the restoration who did an exceptional job. 

The following criteria will be considered in judging for 
the Texas Restoration Award: 

Historical and Cultural Importance--A structure involved in this 
competition should have substantial historical or cultural sig
nificance to the region or community in which it is located. 



Such significance is found in a structure: 

(1) Which exemplifies some phase of cultural, political, govern
mental, economic or social history. 

(2) Related to the lives of historical personages or identified 
prominently with important events in state or local history, 

(3) That is a good specimen of an architectural type and valuable 
for study of a period style or method of construction, or 
that is notable for the work of a master builder who signifi
cantly influenced his period. Age alone is not sufficient 
basis for preservation. 

Suitability--(1) First consideration will be given structures having 
a preponderance of original material or other physical elements which 
have retained their integrity. By integrity is meant a composite 
quality derived from original workmanship, original location and in
tangible elements of feeling and association. Repair or restoration 
of original elements or reconstruction of a building long destroyed 
requires highly professional historical and scientific techniques. 
When an historic structure has lost original parts for whatever reason, 
restoration must be used to recapture the character with which it was 
formerly endowed. Preservation should be the aim with these struc
tures. If such is not possible, however, then repair, restoration or 
reconstruction, in that order, should be carried out. 

(2) Ownership or control of the property on which the structure 
is located should be adequate to protect the essential historical or 
cultural values of the structure. 

(3) The structure should be accessible to the public. 

(4) If the structure (or site) cannot serve as a public shrine, 
the use to which it is adapted should be consistent with the preserva
tion of those elements which make it historically significant. 

NOMINATION: A nomination form will be sent upon request. 

Ruth Lester Award for Meritorious Service in Historic Preservation 

PURPOSE: To give statewide recognition to individuals and organiza
tions who have continually made significant contributions to the 
preservation of Texas history. 

TYPE OF AWARD: A hand-lettered certificate signed by the Governor, 
and by the President and the Secretary of the Texas Historical Com
mission. 

DEFINITIONS: The following definitions will apply in selecting the 
recipient of this award--

(1) Individual: Any person who is a resident of the State of 
Texas. 



(2) Organization: Any organized group whose primary purpose and 
objectives are historical preservation in nature. 

(3) Significant contributions: Continual contributions "in kind, 
"in time," "in knowledge," "in experience," or of "resources" 
which have been made to any project or endeavor that resulted 
in the preservation of any district, site, building, struc
ture or object significant in Texas history, architecture, 
archeology or culture. 

NOMINATING PROCEDURES: (1) Nominations may be made by anyone in
terested in historic preservation, 

(2) A nomination shall consist of a letter to the President of 
the Texas Historical Commission that outlines in detail the nominee's 
accomplishments in, and services and contributions to, historical 
preservation in Texas. 

(3) Nominations for this yearly award must be received in the 
Austin office no later than Sept. 1. 

SELECTION PROCEDURES: (1) Selection of the recipient of this award 
shall be by the Texas Historical Commission. The President of the 
Commission shall, at the April quarterly meeting, appoint a committee 
to screen the nominations and recommend a proposed recipient to the 
full Commission, 

(2) The award shall be presented yearly, unless the committee 
feels in any given year that no nominee is worthy. 

(3) The award shall be made at the Awards Luncheon at the Annual 
Meeting. 

(4) The committee shall use the above definitions as criteria 
for selection. 

(5) The committee will be furnished a list of past recipients 
with a statement indicating why they were selected. 

6. Special Certificate of Commendation for Historical Preservation at H e County Level 
PURPOSE: To assist County Historical Commissions in recognizing the 
efforts of a local group and/or individual who has made a significant 
contribution, either in services or in kind, towards a local historical 
preservation project. 

NOMINATIONS: A nomination shall be in the form of a resume not to 
exceed three (3) typewritten, 8% x 11 pages, and shall be made by the 
chairman of a County Historical Commission. 

NOMINATION CRITERIA: County Historical Commissions should observe 
these general guidelines in determining the eligibility of a person or 
group as a possible nominee--



(1) The nominee's contribution or gift must have been signifi
cant, i.e., it must have made a given project or its completion pos
sible. 

(2) The gift's purpose must have been consistent with the county 
and state historical preservation program. (For example, its purpose 
may have been to underwrite the publication of local history, proceeds 
from the sale of which are used for historical projects. Or, the gift 
itself may have been important museum and archival collections or a 
tract of land on which an historic landmark is located.) 

(3) Persons who are paid a salary or fee for their services in 
the field of historic preservation should not be considered eligible 
as nominees, even though their services may be outstanding. 

(4) In judging the significance of a monetary contribution, the 
scope and magnitude of the project for which the contribution was made 
should be considered. Ordinary contributions of funds are no basis, 
for nomination. 

JUDGING: Each nomination (resume) shall be evaluated by the Preserva
tion Committee of the Texas Historical Commission and shall be judged 
on its own merits--not in competition with any other nomination. Once 
the Committee has rendered a judgment the chairman of the appropriate 
County Historical Commission shall be notified. If the nomination is 
approved the certificate shall be forwarded to the County Chairman, 
who shall arrange for local presentation ceremonies. 



RESEARCH 

I. Purpose 

No true historical activity of any kind can proceed without 
the use of research. The purpose of the THC's Research Department 
is to undergird all the Commission's operations in: the determina
tion of and advice about historic facts; the historical marking of 
buildings, persons, events and sites; history appreciation celebra
tions; the establishment and operation of museums; all facets of 
historical preservation. 

The Research Department abstracts the facts of historical ques
tions as these questions arise; gives consultations and advice; 
and makes suggestions about research methods, avenues and resources. 
In spite of limited manpower, the department occasionally must do 
definitive supplemental research and make reports on findings. 

In your County Commission, a research committee should exercise 
like responsibilities. Before you undertake any of the work of 
marking, appreciation/celebration or museum establishment, this com
mittee should determine the propriety or feasibility of such projects 
by obtaining documented historic facts associated with them. 

II. Sources for Research 

A. Introduction 

There are many avenues through which research is pursued; these 
tend to be either literary or pragmatic. Literary avenues include 
books, periodicals, encyclopedias, public (county, state and federal) 
docviments, and unique papers such as family Bibles, diaries, journals 
and letters. Pragmatic avenues include archeology, examination of 
artifacts and oral history. 

B. Literary Sources 

Obviously, the researcher will find it easier to use literary 
source materials than pragmatic. Many historians begin their research 
by studying ENCYCLOPEDIA accounts of their topic. The Handbook of 
Texas and the Texas Almanac are the most comprehensive encyclopedias 
of Texas history, although for specialized subjects in this field 
there are other good sources (such as yearbooks of organizations and 
towns) that have wide applications. Keep in mind that some encyclo
pedias are hastily prepared and have flaws; thus, in cases where 
some other source contradicts an encyclopedia, the other source may 
be more reliable. Never trust one source simply because it agrees 
with another; both may have copied information from an older, incor
rect publication. 

Books published by university presses, scholarly historical 
quarterlies, and the works of certain scholars tend to be more help
ful than the average historical publication, and theses written under 
the supervision of an outstanding university history department are 
generally highly reliable. 



PERIODICALS and BOOKS are usually the resources first examined 
by the researcher. If its author and/or editor have been honest and 
skillful in producing it, a book is probably trustworthy as a source. 
If, on the other hand, they have made "special pleadings", i.e., 
they have slanted material, in the book, then it may be less than 
trustworthy. Pragmatic sources in such cases may take precedence 
over books, and may contradict them. Use your common sense in 
judging whether a given book is trustworthy. 

Newspapers and magazines are helpful in research, but again, 
need to be used with great care. As both are necessarily produced 
in haste, they often contain errors that slip into print for various 
reasons. Never trust a newspaper clipping unless your common sense 
and other evidences prove it is trustworthy. 

Especially be cautious about using a newspaper or magazine 
clipping not identified by the name and date of the publication in 
which it appeared. The date in particular is part of historical 
evidence; if it is missing, the authenticity of that evidence is 
doubtful. As erroneous materials in periodicals are often cor
rected in later editions of those periodicals, identifying a clipping 
with its publication date is essential to determining which version 
of a story is final. 

Details within a newspaper or magazine story can sometimes help 
the researcher verify questionable facts or discover parallel sources 
for his topic. Suppose, for example, a researcher needs to find out 
the general date of a local fair that was cancelled. He obtains an 
undated newspaper clipping containing the statement, "The death of 
the Rev. Mr. Brinkmann last Tuesday caused the local fair to be 
cancelled." Using this information, the researcher can visit Mr. 
Brinkmann's grave, note the dates on the man's tombstone, and thus 
determine at least the year of the cancelled fair, if not the exact 
day. 

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS are basic to -esearch on almost every topic 
imaginable. At the local or county level, these include practically 
all the records in the office of the county clerk; many of those in 
the sheriff's office; all those in the office of the county super
intendent of education (or the county judge, if he serves in that 
capacity); those of the tax assessor and collector; the minutes of 
the commissioners' courts, claims courts and traffic courts; the 
records in the office of the district court clerk, especially the 
records of probate; the records of the agricultural extension office; 
and those of all other governmental agencies and sub-agencies. 

Ask at your county courthouse for land deeds; land maps; bills 
of sales; contracts; mortgages; labor liens; garnishee records; 
estray records; probate papers (especially inventories of proper
ties); wills; pleadings presented in court cases; testimony heard 
and recorded in court cases; budgets of the commissioners' courts; 
city land plats; cattle brand registries, 

You may also request records of: birth; death; marriage; 
divorce; naturalization; taxes; auto licenses; arrests; fines and 
imprisonments;, bond issues; purchases and other disbursements by 
county commissioners; the local poor farm (if any); lunacy courts; 



platted towns (whether or not they were ever fully established); 
local military companies (these were prolific in early Texas, and 
sometimes their rosters were recorded in the books of the county 
clerk); individuals' work on roads in the early days (each man had 
to do work on the roads in his precinct, or else pay a road tax to 
have this work done); school; epidemics; voter registration; pro
ceedings of property condemnation courts; and the like. 

Ask your city secretary for minute books of city government; 
these document many topics. They reflect in their weekly and yearly 
summaries the events and developmental steps that made your city 
what it now is. 

City cemetery records are invaluable in many research proce
dures. Many such records are now computerized for easy use. 

Records of franchises to do business, and of business taxes, 
in a city may also provide data useful to the researcher. And those 
government departments which build, control, repair and in general 
administer public facilities often generate important records. In
clude in any list of such agencies those who look after: auditoriums; 
bridges; buses (and streetcars, in earlier days); courts; engineering 
work; animal, fire, flood or garbage control; hospitals; libraries; 
parks and gardens; police; public utilities; recreation equipment 
and facilities; sewers; street cleaning and maintenance; taxes; and 
so forth. Keep in mind that many of these departments have under
gone name changes at various times, and that some destroy their records 

Records of city government operations establish a great deal of 
factual historical material that pertains especially to persons and 
properties, as well as to events, in a city. The records of planning 
and zoning commissions in particular often reveal pertinent data. 
When studying an historic structure, the researcher needs to examine 
city plats, records of city additions, city ordinances that influence 
property and property management, and records of easements, setbacks, 
fire control regulations, and so on. 

Records to be found at regional levels, especially in the offices 
of regional councils of government, may also be useful to the re
searcher. And federally-funded, state-funded, and locally-funded 
environmental studies sometimes generate good historical research 
materials of service to your County Historical Commission. Not all 
these studies are publicized, but your chamber of commerce may know, 
and have copies, of those that contain good historical data. 

At the state level, records of historical worth are exceedingly 
voluminous. Despite their numbers, however, none should be over
looked, especially In a searchlfor obscure facts pertinent to any 
given topic. 

In Texas, many state documents are lodged in the State Archives. 
(We shall reserve discussion of these until later, after we have 
enumerated some other state agencies that might hold records of 
value to the researcher). 

Basic to research in practically every era of Texas history 
are the records of the General Land Office or GLO (a depository unique 



in the United States, as it is the only state-level land^records 
office with holdings comparable to those of the U.S. Department of 
the Interior). The GLO of Texas Records Division has the Spanish 
records of the state, the records of the Texas Republic lands, and 
the records of lands in Texas during the post-1845 period. These 
records will often tell the researcher when a land applicant came 
to Texas, what his background was, what family he had when he ar
rived, what military experience he had, how well-equipped he was 
as a militiaman (whether he had his own horse, gun etc.), and all 
sorts of other basic personal history. Maps in the GLO disclose 
much of the history of each Texas county. As a rule, every serious 
researcher should have a working knowledge of General Land Office 
records. 

Detailed records pertaining to transportation and to petro-
letim are kept in the files of the Texas Railroad Commission. Es
pecially when seeking to mark either the first oil well in your 
county or the early history of the county in terms of its rail
roads, you will find these records invaluable. 

Other state agencies that may have records of value to the 
local historian include: the Adjutant General's Department; the 
Aeronautics Commission; the Agriculture Department; the Banking 
Department; the Commission for the Blind; the Commission for the 
Deaf; the Department of Corrections; the Texas Education Agency; 
the Fine Arts Commission; the Forest Service; the Good Neighbor 
Commission; the Health Department (especially the Birth and Death 
Records Division); the Texas Highway Department; the Industrial 
Commission; the Insurance Board (their records are particularly 
useful for study of 19th-century insurance fraternities and 
cooperative societies); the State Law Library; the Legislative 
Reference Library; the Legislative Council; the National Guard; 
the Pardons and Paroles Board; the Parks and Wildlife Department; 
the Public Safety Department; the Secretary of State (especially 
the charter division and the elections records section); the Tourist 
Development Agency; the Water Development Board; and perhaps some 
others. Most of the colleges and universities of Texas, which are 
properly considered state agencies, also have a certain amount of 
help to offer history researchers--often through their graduate 
schools or history departments. 

The State Library and Archives seems to be the best historical 
research center at the state level. It has, to begin with, the 
official papers of all governmental agencies and departments--with 
the exception of the Land Commission, and it has some of that agency's 
records--from their earliest days. When agency records are phased 
out of current files they go, by and large, to the State Archives. 
Since serving researchers and preserving state documents is the dual 
purpose of the Archives, it is the agency most frequently visited by 
researchers. 

Of all departments in the State Archives, researchers use the 
genealogy department most, as it is equipped to serve them with ease. 
Open bookshelves, microfilmed census and tax records, and many other 
helps are available there, and department personnel maintain a very 
friendly attitude. The 1850 Federal Census of Texas, in book form. 



can be found there, as well as an index to the the 1860 Federal Census 
for counties that have names beginning with A through M, There is no 
index (at this writing) to the 1870 census, but there is a limited in
dex to that of 1880. As most historians know, the 1890 census returns 
were burned, and so are not available. The 1900 Federal Census was 
opened recently on a limited scale, and should be opened further within 
the next few years. Not only are these resources available on a rather 
informal basis, but fellow-researchers, in addition to the department's 
trained employees, are usually present to offer suggestions and advice. 

The reference department of the State Archives also has quite an 
array of open shelves; this makes for ready and comfortable use of its 
resources. Biographical indices, such as Who's Who in America, are 
available there, and reference librarians are on hand to give advice 
or even to help find specific data. 

The archives proper--the depository for unique and irreplaceable 
records--is the most difficult of all these resources to use, but 
sometimes it is the only place where the historian can find the material 
he needs. Papers of governors and average citizens; pension applica
tions and other personal documents from the era of the Republic of 
Texas, and from the Civil War--these may furnish priceless data some
times nonexistent elsewhere. Many unpublished book manuscripts are 
also lodged there, and are available for the use of researchers. In 
addition, the archives has certain rare books that probably cannot 
be found, at least readily, at any other place in the world. Some 
of these exceptional materials are fully indexed. Some are easily 
discovered, while others are more elusive. As a general rule, the 
more one uses the State Archives, the more one finds. 

There is one other department in the State Library and Archives 
which should be used by all County Historical Commissions when appro
priate, and that is the Federal Documents section. This section has 
its own index, personnel and resources, and is rich in holdings that 
will benefit the local historian. 

Closely parallel to the State Library and Archives is the Barker 
History Center of the University of Texas in Austin, and not too far 
behind these two is the Rosenberg Library in Galveston. The Barker 
and the Rosenberg are not exactly state agencies, but some public 
funds have gone into them and public monies help to staff them. They 
therefore are rather amenable to public usage, and each has certain 
resources superior to those of the State Archives, e.g., the Barker's 
newspaper holdings and the Rosenberg's marine-related holdings. The 
Clayton Library at Houston has genealogy holdings comparable to those 
of the State Library, and Baylor University's Texana Collection is 
also quite significant. 

Religious entities with exceptional historical resources include 
the Catholic Archives at 1600 N. Congress in Austin; the church ar
chives at the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest, 606 
Rathervue Place, Austin, 78705; and the Fondren Library of Southern 
Methodist University. There are denominational resources at the Texas 
Baptist Historical Center, in Independence, and some Presbyterian 
records are available from the library of the Austin Presbyterian 



Theological Seminary, 100 E. 27th St., Austin, 78705, Disciples 
of Christ (or Christian) records are sometimes to be found at the 
Brite Divinity School, Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, 
Other faiths have similar depositories at given places. 

All these resources are literary in nature. Many County His
torical Commissions have accumulated such materials in the forms of 
books, newspapers, manuscripts, business records, club minute books 
and the like. When using resources of this type, resources that 
exist at perhaps only one place in the world, local historians often 
write the archivist or person in charge of the resources and ask 
that person or his staff to ferret out information for them. This 
practice frequently occurs in research. 

However, local historians in such cases should realize that spe
cial searches by an archivist usually must be done on that person's 
own time, as he also has regular duties to perform. Thus, if the 
State Library and Archives, for example, sends your County Commission 
one of its mimeographed letters suggesting that a special researcher 
be employed to find information you requested, you should not be 
offended; some tasks simply cannot be accomplished by employees of a 
library or other depository. Try to find funds, and hire the special 
researcher to do your work. Better still, secure enough money to 
visit the library which has the material you need to examine and per
haps copy. Research is a broadening experience that demands patience 
and diligence, and no County Historical Commission can rise higher 
than the quality of its research. 

C. Pragmatic Sources 

The pragmatic avenues of research mentioned at the outset of this 
discussion begin with ARCHEOLOGY. As a field of research, this must 
be supervised--and in great part accomplished--by trained scholars. 
The local historian needs archeological research, for example: when 
a house is to be restored, and he needs to find out about the possi
bility that other rooms existed in the original house; when he needs 
facts about vanished populations or vanished towns; or when he wants 
evidence that certain tribes of Indians once frequented an area. 

Research through ARTIFACTS calls for special skills which old-
timers and college-trained interpreters can provide. Museologists 
and others who specialize in the identification and evaluation of dis
carded, and rare, objects of the past may be needed for proper re
search in this three-dimensional field. For example, the services of 
a forestry specialist were required to determine the origin of the 
wood used in the coltmins on the Texas governor's mansion. 

Tombstones are historical artifacts. Their style, ornamentation, 
and type of carving and lettering are all significant. Other arti
facts will also tell the historian some of the facts about a family, 
a church, an ethnic group or some other human entity. 

Artifactual research is none too easy to do. Often it calls for 
parallel study of discarded merchandise, old mercantile catalogues, 
old picture books, outdated dictionaries, antique matter of many 
types. 



This brings up the photograph or painting as an historical arti
fact. Photos are of inestimable value, especially if they have been 
dated by a competent or informed person. Your town 100 years ago is 
never so well understood as through photographs. Maps have the same 
ability to enrich research. So do many art objects, pieces of furni
ture, articles of clothing, toys, personal treasures and keepsakes 
such as hair wreaths and autograph albums. 

The ORAL INTERVIEW, often lumped into a category called ORAL 
HISTORY, is one of the most exciting and yet one of the most bewilder
ing pursuits known in historical research. Significant bodies of 
historical resources are beginning to exist in the form of tape-recorded 
oral history, complete with transcriptions made by competent tran
scribers. Unique and irreplaceable, these still must be used with 
care. They have often not had the benefit of being corrected by the 
person interviewed, and since that person was speaking (as a rule) 
extemporaneously and without controls, he could conceivably have said 
something amiss. If a tape has been played back to the interviewee 
and has then been edited for greater accuracy, this should be noted 
in the tape's wrappings or label. Many interviewees suffer slips of 
the tongue and forgetfulness; the researcher consequently should use 
oral interviews and tapes parallel with manuscript or other materials. 
Despite its limitations, oral history is unmatched as a provider of 
color and understanding through vocal shades of meaning and colloquial 
or specialized speech. 

Interviewers develop skill in detecting mistaken statements by 
those they interview. They also develop skill in leading interviewees 
into disclosing historic truths. The interviewer needs to be a pa
tient person, and needs to conduct thorough research, prior to an in
terview, about the interviewee's background. He also needs a sense 
of humor, an observant eye and a quick ear. Though an interviewee's 
answers to questions, and his chance remarks, are often highly en
lightening and entertaining, the interviewer should not allow himself 
to be distracted. If he has a highly developed sense of history and 
can immediately place in context the disclosures he is hearing, then 
he can ask more meaningful questions and draw out more meaningful 
answers. 

Your County Historical Commission must begin an oral history pro
gram, if you have not done so already. Without one, much historical 
resource material will needlessly perish with the deaths of local 
oldtimers. (A useful guide for such a program is the booklet. Oral 
History for the Local Historical Society, by Willa K. Baum; American 
Association for State and Local History, Nashville, 1974. Copies may 
be obtained from the THC (§ $2.25 each.) 

On many occasions in historical research, BALLADS and FOLK SONGS 
are worth much more than the equivalent amount of material in prose. 
Thus every County Historical Commission should collect local folk songs 
and ballads in whatever forms--records, tapes, manuscripts and the like. 

D. Demographic Sources 

This discussion has deliberately omitted certain materials which 
are hard to classify when it comes to giving suggestions about how a 



County Historical Commission is to find and make use of them. For 
one thing, we have not yet mentioned one great body of resource ma
terials which is quite difficult for the average local historian to 
use, and that is the National Archives of the United States. The 
sheer volume and relative inaccessibility of the holdings there dis
may many researchers. 

Not all these holdings are inaccessible, however. Average 
citizens have been using them for many years, and with some ease, 
for the purpose of proving military service. If a man was in U.S. 
military service, his records may be obtained for a nominal copying 
fee by writing to: Military Service Records (NNCC), National Archives 
(GSA) , Washington, D.C, 20408. 

(There has been prior discussion about the finding of certain 
Republic of Texas land grants for military service proof. We add here 
that some Texas Ranger records may be obtained by writing to: Mili
tary Records, State Archives, Austin, Tx., 78711; and specifying that 
this is Texas Ranger service you are interested in--not regular army 
service.) 

The National Archives will also be able to help with post office 
records. Send your request to Civil Archives Division, National Ar
chives, General Service Administration, Washington, D.C., 20408. 

Many, many other records would be available to you if you could 
visit the National Archives. Its Civil Archives Division or some 
other division will usually answer your letter of inquiry if you 
have a special problem. Again, however, for more than the simplest 
kind of request, you should employ a professional researcher, since 
the National Archives is as understaffed as other governmental agencies 
in this decade of budget restraints. 

If you of the County Historical Commission do go to Washington, 
do not forget that the Library of Congress has holdings that are ex
ceptionally helpful to the local historian. Other great libraries 
with holdings of interest to Texas historians include: the Weidner 
at Cambridge, Mass. (Harvard University); the Newberry in Chicago; 
the Sutro in California; and many others. Numbers of these are pri
vately owned, and require an admission fee. 

A resource known to most local historians is the city directory 
or the telephone directory. These came into usage circa 1870-1880, 
and many libraries now have the old ones so highly valuable to re
searchers. The city directories are obviously the more useful of 
the two, as they add to a listed man's name and address something 
about his occupation and the number of persons in his family. A few 
Texas cities also used to publish "blue books" of socially esteemed 
people. The usefulness of all such rosters and directories to the 
researcher is obvious; these resources should be sought after for 
research purposes. 

Somewhat in contrast with directories and rosters, which are 
public, but also a highly valuable research tool, is the abstract of 
title to real estate (See also Handbook Section S). The material 
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comprising an abstract of title can be found at various places in 
the local courthouse, but the abstract draws it all together in one 
place, so that it forms a kind of diary or journal delineating the 
state of a given piece of property from year to year. It will tell 
the researcher the successive owners of a house, for example, with 
details of the house's enlargement or additions; sales; valuations; 
and so on. You should ask to see the abstract of title for a piece 
of property at any time there is a question of historical marking, 
placement on the National Register, or any other commemorative honor 
for that property. In such cases assure the property owner that your 
desire to see the abstract is in his best interest and is not intendec 
as an intrusion into his privacy. 

We now refer to BUSINESS RECORDS.(corporate or unincorporated 
firms), CEMETERY RECORDS, CHURCH RECORDS, CLUB RECORDS, INSTITUTIONAL 
RECORDS, and the like, Texas Tech University probably has the best 
collections of business records in the state. 

There are special libraries for special fields, however. The 
Texas Oil Scouts Association, for example, seems to have resources 
different from those held by any other entity, and there is a Houston 
Metropolitan Records Center which reputedly has unbelievable holdings. 
Dallas and other cities may have similar institutions. The Hoblitzell 
Theatre Collection at the University of Texas in Austin has better 
materials on early films than Holl3n\'ood has. 

In addition to the outstanding collection of business records 
at Texas Tech University, there are many lodgements of such records 
throughout the musevjms and archives of the state. Ledgers, journals, 
order books, correspondence, bills of .lading, and miscellaneous pa
pers from firms long out of business may yield helpful data when a 
researcher wishes to determine the volume of business done in any 
particular case, or perhaps the attitude of the businessman. 

Confidential materials are usually deleted before corporate 
business records are presented to or acquired by a depository. How
ever, if inadvertently an historian finds that business records or 
other documents do reveal sensitive facts, he should overlook those 
facts and in no way exploit them. 

When a local church, club or social organization disbands, the 
County Historical Commission should try to obtain its records, which 
might otherwise be put into dead storage or destroyed. Yearbooks, 
rosters, minute books, and all sorts of programs, menus, pictures 
and other memorabilia are sometimes available to the County Commission 
upon request. Most of the memoranda of local organizations may seem 
trivial to the serious historian, but often it is far from trivial. 
This is especially true in cases where a personal history is being 
researched. T-Jhen an individual's education, professional credentials, 
and other biographical details are obscure, it is usually helpful to 
find out what clubs he belonged to, when he belonged to them, what 
duties or services he performed for them, and so on. Club minute 
books may yield a great deal of this peripheral data. 

The histories of churches, clubs and other institutions cannot, 
as a matter of course, be adequately documented and written without 



acess to rosters, roll books and minute books of those organizations. 

PERSONAL RECORDS and PAPERS are of many kinds; sometimes they 
are available to researchers and sometimes not. The local historical 
society or museum may inherit some of these. Aggressive curators 
and archivists have found and obtained many such records in the past 
and are still obtaining others. These personal dociraients include 
letters, diaries, recipes, handbills, original poems, folklore writ
ings, funeral notices, photographs, social invitations, study notes, 
written maxims and adages, dance programs with the names of partners, 
genealogical charts (often associated with family Bibles), "literary 
efforts" (especially autobiographical sketches or genealogical ac
counts written by elderly people), and the like. 

Some personal papers may convey information so sensitive that 
its use by a researcher could hurt or anger living persons connected 
in some way with the papers. Again, in such situations, the respon
sible historian never exploits delicate material he has discovered. 
Most personal papers of concern to the historian are not of this 
sensitive category, however, and may be freely used so long as they 
are in the public domain. If needed papers are still in the hands 
of a family or of family members, permission may sometimes be ob
tained for their usage. 

Indeed, there are times when the private individual will try 
to thrust his papers upon an historian and urge that person to vzrite 
his life story or the life story of one of his relatives. As the 
motives of the individual in such a case are sometimes suspect, how
ever, the historian involved should treat this kind of personal his
tory with the utmost discretion. 

Your County Historical Commission should have a written agree
ment with any private individual who does not donate, but merely 
lends, his papers to you. Even when personal papers are given out
right, you should agree in writing with their donor on the terms of 
the gift, such as whether the papers are to be opened for usage im
mediately after the donation, or only after a number of years; and 
whether they are to be used by scholars only, or by the general public 
(Personal papers may be given with various restrictive understandings; 
the donor and the archivist in any given case need to include such 
in a contract which all parties sign. This should avoid misunder
standings in the future.-) In addition, responsible archivists will, 
if such is required by the donor of any particular papers, seal those 
papers until all parties sensitive to them are deceased. 

There is still another type of resource on which we have only 
touched so far; that is the scholarly thesis or dissertation, whieh 
may be available at a graduate school library. Such a work may also 
be obtained through a local library by means of an interlibrary 
loan, and may have certain restrictions as to its usage. (When re
searching and writing history for publication of any sort, be thor
oughly familiar with copyright laws and the limitations they may 
place upon your use of literary source materials.) Abstracts of 
theses are published from time to time. 
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Your County Commission should keep up with theses on topics 
of local interest. This may be done by cultivating the friendship 
of a college or university teacher of Texas history, by regularly 
reading the Southwestern Historical Quarterly, or by some other 
method. Usually, however, you will know of a work on local history 
by virtue of the author's approaching county people during the writ
ing of that work. As County Historical Commissions have earned a 
great deal of prestige in Texas, most students or scholars doing a 
learned study on any local history topic in the state will go to the 
locality involved and consult the local historical society or County 
Historical Commission. As a result, local historians are helping to 
raise the quality of research and writing in the local history field. 

One other body of historical evidence now being developed in 
North America is beginning to make an impact on scholarly historians, 
and will soon be of help to all of us in the research field. This is 
family history, written on sound principles. 

Within the past 10 or 15 years, colleges have begun to teach 
courses in family history, encouraging the students to make use of 
oral interviews and such personal papers as are available within the 
students' families. Professorial experience with such courses has 
been reported to the American Association for State and Local His
tory: the courses are good. Some students in these classes have even 
produced narratives of worth to their college's history department. 

Cei i.ainly it would benefit the County Historical Commission to 
request copies of existing local family histories for their library. 
These might aid in documenting various facets of local history. 

In sutnmary, the County Commission should realize that research 
under.lies virtually all its programs; local history cannot be properly 
interpreted without it. 

III. A Case Study and Example 

Now that you, the researcher, have reviewed the options, and 
know without a doubt that you can find material on almost any topic 
of county history, what steps will you need to take in order to make 
your study? 

First, you should sit down with pencil or pen and scratch pa
per and go over in your own mind some of the possibilities and duties 
connected with that study. 

For instance, you may be contemplating a history of your court
house. There are books available on Texas courthouses, but none of them 
have chapters on your courthouse that are good enough to replace your 
own study at the county level. Two you will want to examine and "bor
row from", however, are Courthouses of Texas, by Clark Coursey (Banner 
Printing Co., Brownwood, Tx., 1962) , and The Texas Courthouse, by June 
Rayfield Welch and J. Larry Nance (G.L.A. Press, Dallas, 1971). These 
books differ slightly in format, but both will give you some good ideas. 
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For example, you may find that your courthouse was built (accord
ing to the books) in a certain year when six or eight other county 
courthouses were built. Make a note of that fact, and see if you can 
find out whether all these had the same architect; whether the counties 
involved were just playing "Follow the leader"; whether the Texas 
Legislature had passed laws favoring new public buildings in the coun
ties; or whether a new bond-issue provision in the law encouraged 
counties to tear down and rebuild their courthouses in unison. Make 
full notes, or xerox material pertaining to your courthouse. While 
no book will provide all the data needed on a local history project, 
a look into available, pertinent publications is a good first step to 
take in your study--one which will enable you to organize your thinking 
and your plans. 

The list you should make for yourself, as you organize, should 
look somewhat like the following: 

1. Get from a school supply, or office supply, store: 
3" X 5" cards 
Graph paper 
Felt pens in several colors 

2. Go to the library and read about your courthouse in 
books by Coursey or other authors. 

3. Look at the courthouse cornerstone and copy all 
the data given there. Does it agree with the infor
mation in the library books? If not, where does it 
vary? 

4. Search county records that pertain to the courthouse 
site; perhaps the county clerk or staff will help 
with this. Who donated the site? When did they 
donate it? etc. 

5. Ask the county clerk or staff to help you find the 
minutes of the commissioners' court meeting(s) that 
dealt with the decision to build the courthouse, etc. 

6. Search newspapers of the year before the construction 
of the courthouse, the year of the construction, and 
the following year, noting all stories about the con
struction. 

7. Interview oldtimers with regard to their knowledge of 
and memories about the courthouse. 

This amount of research will not be done in one day, unless you 
put a team to work, and even if you have a team working it might be 
wise to allocate several weeks to this phase of the project. 

Make good notes, jotting down the source of each piece of infor
mation. Most researcher-writers choose 3" x 5" cards for note-taking, 
but some prefer notebooks of a heavy grade of paper, whose pages can 
be easily manipulated. To keep your notes in perfect neatness, you 
might want to type rather than write them. The more data you have, 
the more necessary it will be to keep it indexed and filed so it will 
be of maximum use. Alphabetized index cards or notebook dividers 
are useful for this purpose. 

The graph paper on your list is for making diagrams, floor by 
floor, of the courthouse itself. Rooms, halls, broom-closets--
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you should indicate all these on the diagrams, and should label each 
as to its usage. The various colors of pens can be used in these 
diagrams to show structural changes in the building by remodellings 
etc., and you should give the dates of such changes. (Welch and 
Nance mention dates of remodellings in their book, btit it would be 
well to check these for accuracy.) 

When you have read what the books say about your courthouse, 
copied its cornerstone data (which probably gives the name of the 
county judge at the time the structure was built, names of the com
missioners, the architect, the contractor etc., and the name of the 
organization that laid the cornerstone), and visited the building to 
draw off its floor plan and take pictures of it from all four sides, 
you should search the county clerk's deed records to discover who 
sold or gave the land for the courthouse site. Trace the site from 
its earliest alienation from the public domain down to its sale or 
deed of gift to the public, and keep good notes on all dates of trans
actions. If this is not the county's first courthouse, and does not 
stand on the same site as the earliest courthouse, beware of getting 
confused. The county clerk's staff will usually guide you in deter
mining the first, second and later sites of the courthouse. 

A county courthouse is usually a significant symbol of the area 
it serves. It portrays that area's self-image, its interests, its 
tastes, its social order, its sociological organization. Much of what 
you will learn about the decision to build your courthouse, the choice 
of its architect and of its contractor, the reason for the choices of 
materials in its specifications, will tend to establish in your mind 
the true story of the value system in your county. 

You should keep notes on the usage of your courthouse and on the 
events that took place within it. Were there famous court trials 
there? Prisoner escapes? Was the courtroom ever borrowed for social 
or religious services? Were memorial rites for deceased heroes ever 
held in the building? Did a popular hero ever lie in state there? 
The story of your courthouse would be incomplete without some account 
of its usage. 

When researching any building, you will need to use county land 
Mud deed records, as well as back files of newspapers. The same will 
•old true for most topics you will research. Biographical studies 
/ill involve your looking at census records and the like, as well as 
•it private papers of your subject or of his family. 

Practice organizing your data and your thoughts before each day 
of research, and you will progress in a more orderly manner. You 
might make daily lists of what you need to do--which sources you need 
to examine, and so on. 

In your courthouse research, you should make on scratch paper a 
longhand calendar, showing when significant events in the history of 
the courthouse occurred. The decision to build the courthouse, the 
election in which voters approved the project, the selection of the 
architect, the awarding of the contract, the ground-breaking--all 
should be noted according to their respective dates. One benefit of 
such a calendar is that it will help you keep your note-cards organized, 
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It is for the sake of being able to give the footnote reference 
that you make such careful notations as you do research. Then, if 
someone later discovers an error in a footnoted section of your work, 
they will attribute it to the source involved, not to you. 

Since you may sometimes copy erroneous information from a source, 
you should examine all data you obtain to be certain both that it 
makes sense and that it could be true. 

IV. Completing Research by "Writing It Up" 

Collect a reasonable amount of accurate information on your 
courthouse, and check your calendar to ensure that there are no 
appreciable gaps in your coverage of the building's history. Then 
write the story which has taken shape through your research. 

Keep all your notes filed in order and close at hand as you 
write. Do not guess or surmise. That is what your note cards are 
for: to give you concrete dates, names, places, facts. Write what 
you know or have heard, and identify hearsay as such. 

Begin your story with a statement that will arrest the attention 
of your reader, a statement that will show immediately a good reason 
why he should want to know about your topic--be it a building, a 
person or an event. 

Once you have written an opening statement, relate your story 
as it occurred, i.e., in chronological sequence. Clarity and force
ful style will evolve if yoti write simply and directly. Keep to 
your topic, mentioning peripheral matters in footnotes, if at all. 

One purpose of footnoting is to name your sources of informa
tion that is not common knowledge. This enables the reader to in
vestigate those sources himself if he wishes. If you quote from 
one of the books on courthouses, identify in a footnote the work's 
author, title, publisher, and place and date of publication, and 
give the number of the page from which you took the quotation. Ex
amples of footnotes can be found quite readily. In writing foot
notes, adopt a simple but exact style and use it consistently. 

History is generic in that events grow out of preceding events. 
And economic factors, idealism, custom, the desire to excel or to 
be advantaged--all these and many other reasons cause the stories of 
history to unfold. If, as you write your history, you are aware of 
the circumstances surrounding given events, and you try to understand 
historical characters and their motives, then your thinking and writ
ing should be clear. 

Do not hurry when writing history, but do not delay the writing 
either. Put down a first draft of your story; you can augment it 
later if you discover you have omitted something important. Double-
or triple-space the first draft, whether you are typing or writing 
in longhand. This will allow room for interlinear corrections, ad
ditions, and so on. In the second draft you can smooth out the 
rough spots of the first draft. The third draft should be the final 
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version, though some people rewrite certain parts of their history 
numerous times. 

When typing your presentation draft, or last draft, be certain 
to give your name as author just underneath the title, (Your name 
and mailing address should also be given on the final page--if not 
the first one--to assure communication between author and readers 
if the need should arise,) If there have been fellow-researchers 
or co-authors involved in your project, you should list their names 
also. 

One further word: When you have completed your written history, 
disseminate it. Give it to those who plan historical tours, marker 
dedications, and the like. Your county's history will be better 
served if these and other interested people have the facts of that 
history in hand. 
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V, Examples of Written History and Bibliography 

The following shows how a page of researched and written history 
will look in finished form. 

BAILEY ANDERSON: AN AMERICAN REVOLUTION VETERAN 
by 

Max S. Lale 

Bailey Anderson (1754-1840), one of two Revolutionary War veterans 

known to be buried in Harrison County, Texas, was a native of Virginia, 

He was born Nov. 13, 1754, in Overwharton Parish, Stafford County, 

to John Anderson, a native of the Isle of Skye, Scotland, and Sarah 

Carney Anderson.'^ While the family still lived in Stafford County, 

there were two other children born: Scarlett, on June 10, 1756, 

and Sela, on March 1, 1758. 

Although the record is not clear, it appears that a fourth child, 

Joshua, may have been born to the Andersons in Virginia. His name is 

listed in family records, without a birth date, between Scarlett and 

Sela. 

At some time between 1758 and the Revolutionary War, the family 

moved to a home on the Pacelot River, in the Ninety Six (Newberry) 

district, near Spartanburg, South Carolina. Here were born eight 

1. The other is William Delafield, who died at an advanced age 
while living in the LaGrone's Chapel Community in northwestern Har
rison County. The precise site of his grave is unrecorded. 

2. Walter Weston Folger, in Historical Southern Families, ed. 
by John Boddie, Volume 8, pp. 43-45. Also B.H. Timmins, private 
records, Elysian Fields, Texas; Timmins is a great-great grandson 
of Bailey Anderson. 

3. Dorothy Renick Luttrell, Information on the Anderson Family 
of Shelby County (privately published at Rockville Centre, Long 
Island, N.Y., 1964), p. 33. 

4. Folger, op. cit. 

5. Ibid. "Nin.ety Six" does not refer to a numbering of districts 
within the state, but rather to a coinmunity still existent under this 
name. This note comes from M.E. Lattimore, Marshall, Texas, a native 
of North Carolina, who is married to a lady from South Carolina. 
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The following shows a page of bibliography in finished form. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Anderson Family. Miscellaneous Records, Harrison County Museum 
Vertical Files* 

Blake, Robert Bruce. Research Collection in 110 volumes, manu
script. Stephen F. Austin State University Library, Nacogdoches, 
Texas. 

Boddie, John, editor. Historical Southern Families. Volumes 
1-24. The Kingsport Press, Kingsport, Tennessee, 1939. 

Crocket, George L. Two Centuries in East Texas. Privately 
published in Dallas, 1932. 

Military Service Records Section. File No. S. 30,826 (Bailey 
Anderson). National Archives, c/o General Services Administration, 
Washington, D.C. 

Surveyors' Records of Nacogdoches County. Volume A; office of 
the County Clerk, Nacogdoches County Courthouse, Nacogdoches. 

TimminS/ B.H. Private collection of Anderson Family Records; 
at Timmins residence, Elysian Fields, Harrison County, Texas. 
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HISTORICAL MARKERS 

I. A Century and More of Marking Texas History 

Since the early 1800's, commemorative stones and plaques have been telling the 
story of Texas. Private individuals and organizations such as the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas, the Daughters of the American Revolution, the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy and the Daughters of the American Colonists have marked many historic 
site with these devices. The state and its taxpayers have carried on strong public 
marking programs as well. 

The Eighth Texas Legislature (1859-61) authorized some commemorative marking, 
and quite a body of tradition has since arisen around such. Legislative provisions 
have been made through the years to commemorate this man or that with a marker, or 
to commemorate in similar fashion certain outstanding historical events. 

A zenith of public interest in historical marking occurred with the Texas 
Centennial in the 1930's. During the Centennial, a select committee of historians, 
in cooperation with citizens throughout the state, had many markers erected which 
commemorated heroes and battles of the Texas War for Independence (TWI). At the same 
time, many counties named for heroes of this war received markers explaining the 
origin of their names and giving other details of their creation. These markers were 
of stone; some had incised lettering, while others had copper plates with texts in 
raised lettering. 

Not all worthy veterans of the War for Texas Independence were commemorated so 
handsomely in the 1930's, however. Local and state historians failed to nominate 
for markers or substantiate the records of many such veterans, or in some other way 
overlooked them. Therefore, when the Texas State Historical Survey Committee was 
created in 1953, one of its first programs was the marking of graves of TWI veterans. 

In another early program of the TSHSC, history buffs surveyed some of the historic 
structures of the state--old homes, forts and the like--documenting their construction 
dates, names of their architects and builders, names of their current owners and their 
current states of upkeep. This led in 1962 to the inauguration of the Historical 
Medallion program which cited many known structures of historic significance, decora
ting them with metal medallions to call attention to their worth. Tliis work was 
financed jointly by the state and private donors, with the TSHSC staff doing supple
mentary research, record-keeping and placement procedures, while interested citizens 
paid medallion fabrication costs. 

The original Historical Building Medallion was a small disc bearing a relief map/ 
logos etc., of the State of Texas, but having no special reference by title to the 
particular structure to which it was affixed. 

The earliest of these 1962 medallions had hardly been placed before this lack of 
specifics caused public complaint. Regarding historic structures cited by the medallions 
interested people constantly echoed, "What are these buildings? Why are they marked?" 

To answer such questions the TSHSC in 1963 made available a supplementary plate 
to be affixed beneath each Historical Medallion, giving identifying data about the 
structure cited by the medallion. This marking enhancement was well-received. In 
.January, 1964, the TSHSC prohibited outright the citation of a structure by the Me
dallion alone. Thtis the plate with explanatory matter became an integral part of the 
Historical Building marker. 

A program to erect commemorative markers for heroes of the American Civil War, 



1861-65, was carried on in the centennial years of that conflict. Although some 
markers in this program were of stone, and similar in design and execution to 
those commemorating TWI heroes etc., considerations of costs and public tastes led 
to numbers of them being fabricated in metal. These metal markers were erected in 
roadside turnout spots and had special appeal becuase of their high degree of read
ability. 

In the mid-1960's was born the concept of the very brief marker, placed at a 
town's border, telling the origin of the town's name and the date of its founding, 
with perhaps one or two other points about its history. Quite rapidly this became 
a popular type of marker. 

Public acceptance of the marking program alerted the TSHSC to the great hunger 
in Texas, on the part of both local citizens and the traveling public, to have historic 
sites and subjects marked. The Committee realized that many events of history--not 
just those associated with the Texas War for Independence or the American Civil War--
needed to be recounted in historical markers. 

So that citizens might have their say about subjects and placement of markers, the 
TSHSC asked each County Historical Survey Committee to compile nominations of marker 
subject: Indian habitats; paths of colonial explorers; trails; traces; early roads; 
post offices; ghost towns; military sites; mines; buried treasure; disasters; birth
places, childhood homes or graves of noteworthy persons; pre-history remains; early 
man sites and the like. 

It was suggested that each County Committee list at least 20 such subjects, to
gether with sites at which these could be appropriately commemorated and at which th*"̂  
public might read an historical marker with ease. Many Committees complied, sending 
the state office in Austin a "landmarks list" that included some indication of avail
able historical documentation on each listed subject. 

These lists constitute an index to the historical resources of Texas, and are 
essential to intelligent planning of future programs for preserving and appreciating 
Texas history. They have considerably strengthened the National Register program, and 
continue to be useful in a variety of other programs as well. 

(Any County Commission which has not yet--after 12 years of THC emphasis on the 
landmarks program--compiled a list of their county's worthy historic sites, should 
still do so, as such a list will be of value indefinitely. This program will not lose, 
but will continue to gain, momentum, because its documentation is of lasting value.) 

Historical marking continues to be a viable activity for local preservationists. 
If an historic site or structure is marked, then visits to it by the public, especially 
schoolchildren and tourists, may be possible and profitable. Interiors of structures 
in private hands, however, are often unavailable for showings. Markers on such 
structures might have at their bases a small line to indicate this fact. In these cases, 
Historical Building Markers are frequently placed at the gate or on the grounds of a 
structure, near the sidewalk or street, so the privacy of the building's owners and/or 
residents may be maintained. 

The Texas State Historical Survey Committee became the Texas Historical Commission 
in 1973, and with the inauguration of the Texas Register in 1975 published its marker 
policies through the office of the Texas Secretary of State. A careful reading and 
understanding of these policies is necessary for the efficient operation of the Com 
Historical Commission and their programs. If any points in the policy statements aiv. 
not clear, the County Historical Commission is invited to correspond with the state 
office in Austin. 



II. Marker Policies of the State of Texas 

1. Official Texas Historical Markers may be awarded by the Texas 
Historical Commission provided the applicants conform to the requirements set 
forth in the prescribed application form provided by the Texas Historical Commission. 

2. The basic document governing Commission decisions to grant a marker 
shall be a unified history of the topic, with footnotes and bibliography as 
prescribed in the application form. Collections of miscellaneous documents or 
notes are not acceptable in lieu of the unified history compiled by the local 
historians advocating the marker. 

3. The approval of the County Historical Commission, where one exists, 
must be signified upon every application submitted to the Texas Historical 
Commission. 

4. No Official Texas Historical Marker may be fabricated with an adjunct 
emblem, design, or logos signifying another organization. No other emblem or 
design may be used in addition to or instead of the official design of the Texas 
Historical Commission. 

5. When an Official Texas Historical Marker is proposed, whether for a 
structure, event, person, institution, site or any other topic, the applicant 
for said marker must comply with the regulations of the Texas Historical Commission 
as hereinafter set forth. Failure of a marker applicant to respond in some manner 
within thirty (30) days to a written request from the Commission for any part 
of the compliance shall be deemed an adverse action. After the lapse of the 30-
day waiting period, the Commission shall return to the applicant the papers and 
funds pertaining to the proposed marker. If the applicant should desire to reopen 
the negotiations for the marker, he may do so upon a later occasion when his papers 
are in compliance with the application provisions, 

6. Burden of proof for any and all historic claims will rest upon the 
applicant for an historical marker, and supportive documentation must be submitted 
according to the specifications in the application form. If the topic or subject 
purports to be not only significant but unique--one of a kind, the largest, smallest, 
oldest, first, etc.--the submission must include acceptable documentation from an 
unbiased, disinterested, and authoritative source which validates the claim, 

7. Primary source data (writings, publications, or other evidences contempo
raneous with the event) will take precedence over all other documentation in adjudging 
any historical topic. Legal documents take precedence over private papers. Testimony 
from disinterested and authoritative sources takes precedence over the testimony 
of interested individuals. 

8. To be judged acceptable for historical marking, an institution must have 
been in existence at least two-thirds as long as the present style of habitation 
in the community with which it is associated, or must be at least 100 years old, 
whichever is the smaller figure. In the case of commemoration for an institution 
which was historical but is no longer in existence, the date of its founding 
should be at least 100 years ago or in a year that conforms to the two-thirds rule 
in the previous statement, 

9. An historical personage may be adjudged eligible for historical marking 
thirty (30) years after decease, except in the case of a deceased person of state 
or national renown, in which case the Texas Historical Commission will be the final 



authority on eligibility. A person shall be deemed eligible for marking on his 
own merits, not on the contention that he was a descendant of an historical person 
age. Eligibility for an historical Grave Marker may be determinable ten (10) 
years after the subject's decease. 

10. Provided an event changed the course of state or local history, that 
event may be adjudged eligible for historical marking thirty (30) years after its 
occurrence. 

11. The historical structures of Texas are adjudged for marking on considera
tions of architecture, associations with significant persons or events, and age 
(two-thirds as old as the present type of habitation in the community with which 
it is associated, or 100 years old, whichever is the smaller figure). Distinction 
in two of the three criteria will render a structure eligible for the Official 
Texas Historical Building Medallion with interpretive plate, but in no case will 
the application be approved unless the structure is in a good state of repair. No 
Medallion is awarded without an interpretive plate; the plate is mandatory. 
No interpretive plate may be issued except as accompaniment for an historic building 
Medallion. 

12. An Official Texas Historical Building Medallion awarded to any structure 
must remain on that structure and must not be removed and displayed on another 
building. An Official Texas Historical Building Medallion is a permanent award; 
the Medallion is not to be removed from the property in the event of a transfer 
of ownership. A building with a Medallion is a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark. 

13. Structures designated as Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks must not be 
relocated without the express permission of the Texas Historical Commission, 
applied for and given through the office of the Executive Director. 

14. Structures designated Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks must not be 
subjected to appreciable changes in exterior appearance after receiving such designa
tion. If structural changes are desired, the applicant must conform to the pro
visions of Section 12(2), Article 6145, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes, which states: 

No person may damage the historical or architectural integrity 
of any structure which has been designated by the Commission as a 
Recorded Historic Landmark, without first giving 60 days' notice to 
the Texas Historical Commission. After receipt of the notice, the 
Commission may waive the waiting period or, if the Commission deter
mines that a longer period will enhance chances for preservation, it 
may require an additional waiting period of not more than 30 days. 

If appreciable changes are observed to have occured, the Recorded Texas 
Historic Landmark designation may be removed by the Texas Historical Commission. 

15. The disposition of an Official Texas Historical Building Medallion for 
a structure which has been destroyed must be decided only after due consultation 
with the Texas Historical Commission through the office of the Executive Director. 
The avenue of final disposition must be approved by the Texas Historical Commission. 

16. A grave marker may be awarded to coiranemorate a veteran of the Texas War 
for Independence provided valid proof is furnished that the veteran had service ir 
the Texas army prior to June 1, 1836, and provided that a private person or body 
of persons will promise to install the marker. This award is also contingent upon 
compliance of the applicant with provisions of the marker application form. 



17, Official Texas Historical Markers are to be displayed in conspicuous 
places and in dignified surroundings. Desirable sites are public highways and 
parks, as well as city streets, where the reading of the marker text will be of 
educational value. If the site of a commemorated event, structure, or institution 
is on private property or is otherwise inaccessible to the public, the marker may 
be placed at a practical location as near as possible to the historic site. Marker 
sites are to be chosen with due regard for highway safety, and should not be at 
bridge approaches, highway intersections, or at spots noted for other traffic 
hazards. 

18, Official Texas Historical Markers may be relocated when conservation, 
educational advantage, or hazard prevention is desired, but such relocation must 
be with the express permission of the Texas Historical Commission, given through 
the office of the Executive Director, In cases wherein the data on the marker will 
be in need of revision by reason of the marker's relocation, the relocating party 
or parties may be required to attach an auxiliary plate to accomplish the revision. 

19, The Texas Historical Commission may require the relocation of markers 
in cases where dignity of a commemoration is impaired by reasons of its geographic 
associations, or for other reasons that may be valid in the Commission's opinion. 

20, The Texas Historical Commission's markers and the Texas Historical 
Medallion logos must not be used for the purposes of commercial advertising, 

.21, The logos used on all Texas historical markers are the property of the 
Texas Historical Commission and may not be copied for the usage of any other body, 
association, or individual, 

22, Privately installed markers may receive approval from the Texas Historical 
Commission and be listed in the Marker Guide of the said Commission, but only when 
prescribed steps of application and compliance with above-stated policies of the 
Commission are deemed acceptable by the Commission, 

23, No topic is to be considered for historical commemoration for its 
amusement value alone; there must be inherent significance over and above the 
matter of popular appeal. 

24, The restorer or restorers of an historic structure are not to be named 
in the text of a marker awarded to the structure. 

# # # 

The historical marker policies stated above were reaffirmed by the 
Texas Historical Commission at its quarterly meeting on October 24, 1975, in 
Nacogdoches, Texas, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure and Texas 
Register Act passed by the 64th Legislature. 



III. Use of the Marker Policies 

The foregoing statements of policies should be used for guidance. They should 
be studied carefully, so you (i.e., the County Historical Commission) will not be 
disappointed when you seek to place a marker. You should waste no research time and 
effort on topics ineligible for marking. However, you should retain all research 
papers you have written. Even if these proved insufficient to obtain markers, 
they might furnish data for museum displays,History Appreciation celebrations or some 
other purpose. 

There are not too many really appealing or exciting past events that are in
eligible for historical markers, but there are a few. In determining the eligibility 
of a possible marker subject, you should keep in mind Marker Policy 10, which states 
that, "Provided an event changed the course of state or local history, that event 
may be adjudged eligible for historical marking thirty (30) years after its occurrence." 
Thus, with regard to your proposed marker subject, ask yourselves the key question: 
Did this change the course of human events? If it did not, then you may have a vignette 
or an anecdote, but not an historical marker candidate. 

This means a few topics of journalistic interest during any given period will be 
excluded from consideration for historical markers because their ultimate impact was 
altogether too mild. 

Other topics and events are interesting--sometimes sensationally so--but not 
influential enough to effect historical change. For example, grandmothers were still 
remembering in the 1950's Theodore Roosevelt's 1905 visit to Texas. They recalled 
their elders lifting small children and holding them high, so they might see the hero 
as he passed. To those grandmothers the Roosevelt visit may have been a great 
historical event; for most people at the time, however, and for history in general, it 
had little, if any, significance. 

Thus the Roosevelt visit would not qualify for commemoration in an historical 
marker. It was a pleasant occurrence, but of no appreciable socio-political con
sequence. An open discussion by the County Historical Commission will often clarify 
.such an event's historical impact or lack thereof. 

When trying to determine a past incident's historical significance, couple 
good research with faith in your subject's importance, even if that importance is not 
readily apparent. Do not give up too soon; a researcher, in many cases, can discover 
the historical impact of an event by investigating its why's and wherefore's and do
cumenting them well. 

Our present has grown out of the past, and much of the past is worthy of marking 
and commemorating. The point to remember in this respect is that thorough knowledge 
of a past event is needed before a marking decision on that event can be made. 

IV. Preparation of the Marker Application 

First, visualize the proposed location of the marker. Only a few markers sit on 
"the very spot" where the event they commemorate took place, because events have often 
had a way of being spread over a sizeable amount of terrain. Some events have occurred 
in places where it would be highly inconvenient to admit the public for viewing a mg~''er. 
Some sites of historic events are hazardous in nature. Some are on private propert> < 
where no trespassing is allowed. Most markers for sites of historic events are, or 
should be, situated on public highways, on the rights-of-way which are public property. 



Markers located on such highways, however, are sometimes disparaged because 
they do not stand on "the very spot" where the event they describe occurred. There 
are several schools of thought about this highway placement of markers, but the one 
currently prevailing in Texas holds that motorists want to know where history took 
place, and want to be aware that their cars are at least in the general vicinity where 
a remarkable event of the past occurred--even when they have neither the time nor 
the inclination to stand on "the very spot", as it were. 

At best, exact sites of historical occurrences are determined only with much 
expense and effort. If existing documents confirm the general area where a given 
event took place, these may furnish sufficient evidence to justify an historical marker 
in a roadside park in that area. 

Choosing a location for a marker is part of the complex business of determining 
whether the marker is justified; thus you will be expected to explain your choice 
of a site. Most Commissions include such explanation in the supportive paper for 
their marker. A line on the formal application questionnaire also is devoted to the 
marker's placement, as well as its distance and direction from the site of the event 
it commemorates. 

If possible, your Marker Committee should visit the proposed site for the marker. 
You should consider the location with respect to highway safety ( markers should not 
be placed at spots such as bridge approaches and intersections, where they might 
constitute traffic hazards) and the possiblity of vandalism to the marker. 

All reactions likely to be evoked by a marker's placement at a chosen location 
ought to be considered. In your supportive paper you should mention the marker site's 
proximity to wilderness terrain etc., as such information will be part of the documenta
tion for the marker itself. You should also make notes of the marker location's: 
highway number or name: distance and direction from the nearest town; distance and 
direction from the site of the event being commeorated by the marker; and surrounding 
terrain, if such might be a factor in the story of the event. 

Permission to erect markers on state highway rights-of-way is obtained by the 
THC office in Austin. To place markers on County road rights-of-way, consult your 
County Attorney. Very likely such placement will be permitted simply by consent of 
your Precinct Commissioner. 

If the proposed site for your marker is privately owned, you will have to 
negotiate for permission to erect the marker. You should obtain such permission in 
writing, as a written instrument of consent will protect posterity should the site 
subsequently change ownership. 

The owner of a structure being marked is usually closely involved in the mark
ing process, since normally he is the agent applying to have the structure cited. 
His signature on the application is tantamount to consent for a marker to occupy some 
space on his property; when he disposes of the cited structure, the next owner 
legally accepts responsibility for the marker. 

In cases of markers for structures, be certain to note the material of the 
surface to which the marker is to be attached--a datum called for in the application, 

V. tVriting of the Narrative History 

Using the advice about research found in Handbook Section I, find out about your 
subject's origin, present situation and interim developments. (The description in a 
narrative history of a given subject's "present situation" is usually an explanation 



that the viable life of the subject ceased or was phased out long ago. In such 
cases, the date of the cessation or phasing out should be given.) 

In preparing to write the supportive paper for your marker, you or your sub
committee handling the marker application should list the reasons for the desirability 
of the marker. These reasons should cover the importance of the proposed marker's 
subject and your expectations with respect to the attention the marker will attract. 
Mention as emphatically as possible in this list the value of the marker to school
children studying Texas history. 

Write the supportive paper according to the directions on the marker application 
form and the advice given in Handbook Section I. Type it on 8 1/2" x 11" paper with 
margins wide enough for notations. If you have questions or need aid in preparing 
the paper, contact the THC office in Austin. 

VT. Writing of the Marker Text 

A marker text should be a terse summary or review of its subject. It should 
cover that subject from beginning to end (or to the present), giving specifics of 
the subject's origin and its subsequent developments. It should be dignified in 
thought and language (J. Frank Dobie in 1935 called for "noble" language in Texas 
markers). Its wording should convince the reader that the event or subject it des
cribes was of historic importance. 

The wording/spacing of a marker text is so highly technical that a THC 
regulation prohibits the acceptance of suggested texts from applicants. However, 
an applicant's list of reasons for his marker, as presented in his supportive history, 
will be used by the professional writer who prepares the marker text, so that the 
State-approved text will emphasize the same points stressed in the history. 

No text is placed on a marker without having been approved by a dozen or more 
persons, including members of the Texas Historical Commission and the appropriate 
County Historical Commission. When the text approved by the State Commissioners 
is sent to the County Historical Commission, all parties involved should have the 
privilege of reviewing it. If an error in fact or spelling is found in this approved 
text, the County Historical Commission should call attention to it, so it may be 
corrected before the order for fabrication of the marker is placed. 

Keep in mind that the marker text sent to the County Historical Commission is 
not proposed or tentative, but State-approved. Its wording meets THC standards, and 
it conforms to specifications for good written history etc. 

This does not mean that no textual changes are allowable after the State 
Commission has approved the text. However, if the County Historical Commission re
quests such changes, you should justify your requests with good reasons. 

Every marker text must be truthful, but beyond this it is the hope of the THC 
that each will also approach the ideal in thought and language. Of course, tastes 
regarding this ideal may differ from generation to generation; formats of historical 
markers from the 1930's to the 1970's have varied widely, demostrating such 
fluctuation in taste, 

'e. 
In the current marker program the year of each marker's fabrication and instal.^ 

tion is given at the foot of its text, allowing the public to judge how historians 
of a particular time saw history. Later generations will doubtless write history 
according to their own enlightenment. If in the meantime THC markers sustain an 
interest in Texas history, their purpose will have been achieved. 



Books and documents supplement markers by elaborating on marker subjects, but 
markers have the advantage of standing at or near spots where history took place. 
Thus their appeal to the sense of immediacy in the minds and imaginations of their 
viewers justifies the pains involved in erecting and maintaining them. 

VII, Marker Dedications 

The Texas Historical Commission desires to see all historical markers dedicated 
with appropriate ceremonies, as such should make communities in which markers are 
erected recognize and be proud of their historical past. 

Though audiences for such ceremonies are often small by comparison to gatherings 
for other public functions, this is not always the case. For example, the dedication 
a few years ago of a marker for Mirando City, Texas (a Webb County community of 
720 people), attracted several thousand visitors. No matter how few a marker dedi
cation audience may number, however, experience has shown that its members will likely 
be valuable supporters of historic preservation efforts. 

Historical markers are sought out by educators (for their classes), tourists 
and residents of the markers' locales. There are abundant statistics about tourists 
reading of specific historical markers and resolving to visit those markers. In the 
course of their travels such tourists will invest X number of dollars in the com
munities to which markers have attracted them. Businessmen of every community should 
thus be appreciative of historical markers, and will be if the County Historical 
Commission invests some effort in publicizing your markers and educating local 
businessmen on their whereabouts. 

Service personnel in dining places may be of the most value to you in publicizing 
the markers in your county. While eating, the tourist will often ask about local 
attractions he might like to visit. Therefore, managers, waiters and bus boys in 
restaurants etc., should all know where markers are located. 

A good community effort to make a success of a marker dedication might well 
include considerable newspaper, radio and television publicity about the event. 
(Other sections of this handbook deal in detail with marker dedications and with 
County Historical Commission relations with the media). 

The THC advocates that the County Historical Commission furnish the media and 
local people with true and correct marker histories on request. 

The supportive history sent in with a marker application should be prepared 
in duplicate, triplicate, quadruplicate or other multiples. You should furnish a 
copy of this histbry to your local (county or city) library, and, if possible, to 
your local school libraries. Ask the librarian in each case if he or she will use 
bulletin board displays to publicize your marker dedication. Devise other methods 
of arousing interest in and calling attention to yoirupcoming ceremony. 

In all publicity for marker dedications, whet the appetites of the public with 
factual material--not with blockbuster claims that cannot be substantiated. 

The media tend to be cool to many "marker stories" unless the supportive papers 
for the markers involved present their subjects in unique, appealing ways. Thus, to 
draw media attention to your marker, find something different about your subject, and 
rewrite your material into a feature story emphasizing that difference. Not every 
marker is about the first, the biggest, the wealthiest, the very best example of 
whatever. But every marker is about a subject that in some way is unique. Find that 
unique quality of your subject, and capitalize on it. 



VIII. The County Marker Committee's Permanent Files 

Your marker Committee should keep permanent files of its research and 
correspondence both preliminary to applying for a marker and during the course 
of obtaining and dedicating that marker. Every bit of research done by the 
Marker Committee will prove useful at some time--if not for a marker dedication 
ceremony, then for some museum display, oldtimers' reunion or other purpose such 
as the compiling of a book. 

Every researcher has his own method of gathering and filing data. If you 
are in doubt about proper filing methods, you could contact one of the many Texana 
curators who are willing to give advice or demostrate their own methods. Or, you 
might write the THC or the Texas State Archives for help. If such is possible, 
you might also visit the Barker History Center at the University of Texas. 
(The Center is located in Unit 2 of the Sid Richardson Building, just east of the 
LBJ Library on the University campus in Austin.) Its Texana collection has been 
organized in a very usable way, for maximum efficiency in research. There might 
be a similar archival collection nearer to your home; if so, it could serve as 
your model. 

The great point about filing archival material is simplicity of approach 
coupled with adequate indexing (plus, of course, arrangements for fireproof 
storage of the material). Once archives are filed, they need to be kept accessible 
--a task that should give few problems to the average County Historical Commission. 



TEXAS MARKER POLICIES 

25. Notification must be sent to the owner(s) of property for which 
application for a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark designation has 
been made. 

26. Applicants for an historical marker must in every case secure the 
consent of the owner(s) of the property on which the marker is to be 
erected. 





MARKER PRICES EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 1979-

Medallion & plate without post $175 

Medallion & plate with post $225 

18" X 28" without post $250 

18" X 28" with post $325 

27" X k2" without post $525 

27" X i»2" with post $575 

Grave Marker $175 

HMIC signs $ 65 

Plastic paperweight $ 75 

National Register Plate $ 35 





TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKERS 
GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION FORM 

1978 Edition 

GENERAL 
INSTRUCTIONS 

This marker application form contains: 1) the Official 
Policies on Texas Historical Markers; 2) a list of appropriate 
topics and guidelines on the kinds of information that 
need to be collected before writing an accurate history 
on a topic; 3) an example of the type of comprehensive 
narrative history which must accompany application for 
a marker; 4) a sample marker inscription; 5) a catalogue 
of markers available; and 6) the application form. 

Please read all sections carefully, especially the 
marker policies and topic guidelines, to determine the 
eligibility of a marker topic and the proper procedures 
for submitting your application. 

Marker Application Procedures 

1) Read marker policies. 
2) Evaluate eligibility of your subject based on marker 

policies. 
3) If subject appears eligible, read topic guidelines, 

sample narrative, and sample incription. 
4) Gather specific information on the subject using the 

topic guidelines as a research checklist. (It is helpful 
to become familiar with basic research techniques 
before you begin to collect data.) 

5) Write a complete, concise, footnoted, and well-
documented narrative history of the subject. This 
written history must be submitted with the appli
cation form. The history must bear the title of the 
place, person, or subject to be marked along with 
the name and address of the author (underneath 
the title). An acceptable history wdll be at least 
three typewritten pages in length, and can be longer 
if the subject requires. The history should be sub
mitted on 8'/2 x 11-inch plain, white bond paper, 
typewritten with a good black ribbon (not gray) 
because the history must be duplicated for the 
members of the State Marker Committee. 

6) Complete the application form on page 8 and send 
the history and form to the Programs Office at the 
Texas Historical Commission. 

PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT A SUGGESTED IN
SCRIPTION. The wording and spacing of inscriptions are 
technical matters, and are controlled by the State Marker 
Committee. Your preference of subject matter, as shown 

by the history submitted, will be considered in writing 
the marker inscription. 

Submission of an application does not guarantee 
that a marker will be awarded. The apphcant will be 
notified of the receipt of the application by the THC. 
If the submitted history is inadequate, although the topic 
is worthy of consideration, the application will be returned 
for additional research. After the State Marker Committee 
reviews the marker topic, the agency will notify the appli
cant on the topic's status. 

In general, at least 120 days are required to process 
and manufacture a marker. Except for a marker connected 
with a specific commemoration, a marker dedication 
should not be scheduled until the actual marker has 
arrived. 

Information which is not considered strictly histor
ical, such as names of sponsors, may be incised in small 
letters on the back of a marker at a cost of $.20 per 
character. 

Please note that the state marking program is entirely 
separate from the federal inventory of historic properties 
entitled the National Register of Historic Places. While 
in certain cases a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
might also be listed on the National Register, the two 
designations and their requirements are different. A 
marker application does not constitute a nomination 
to the National Register of Historic Places. For more 
information about the National Register contact the 
THC's National Register Programs Office. 

TEXAS 
MARKER POLICIES 

1. Official Texas Historical Markers may be awarded by the 
Texas Historical Commission provided the applicants conform to 
the requirements set forth in the prescribed application form pro
vided by the Texas Historical Commission. 

2. The basic document governing Commission decisions to 
grant a marker shall be a unified history of the topic, wfith foot
notes and bibliography as prescribed in the application form. 
Col'ections of miscellaneous documents or notes are not acceptable 
in lieu of the unified history compiled by the local historians 
advL eating the marker. 

3. The approval of the County Historical Commission, where 
one exists, must be signified upon every application submitted to 
the Texas Historical Commission. 

(continued on page 2) 



POLICIES (continued) 
4. No Official Texas Historical Marker may be fabricated with 

an adjunct emblem, design, or logos signifying another organization. 
No other emblem or design may be used in addition to or instead 
of the official design of the Texas Historical Commission. 

5. When an Officizd Texas Historical Marker is proposed, 
whether for a structure, event, person, institution, site or any other 
topic, the applicant for said marker must comply with the regu
lations of the Texas Historical Commission as hereinafter set forth. 
Failure of a marker applicant to respond in some manner within 
thirty (30) days to a written request from the Commission for any 
part of the comphance shall be deemed an adverse action. After 
the lapse of the 30-day waiting period, the Commission shall return 
to the applicant the papers and funds pertaining to the proposed 
marker. If the applicant should desire to reopen the negotiations 
for the marker, he may do so upon a later occasion when his papers 
are in compliance with the application provisions. 

6. Burden of proof for any and all historic claims will rest 
upon the applicant for an historical marker, and supportive docu
mentation must be submitted according to the specifications in 
the application form. If the topic or subject purports to be not 
only significant but unique—one of a kind, the largest, smallest, 
oldest, first, etc.—the submission must include acceptable docu
mentation from an unbiased, disinterested, and authoritative 
source which validates the claim. 

7. Primary source data (writings, publications, or other 
evidences contemporaneous with the event) will take precedence 
over all other documentation in adjudging any historical topic. 
Legal documents take precedence over private papers. Testimony 
from disinterested and authoritative sources takes precedence 
over the testimony of interested individuals. 

8. To be judged acceptable for historical marking, an insti
tution must have been in existence at least two-thirds as long as 
the present style of habitation in the community with which it is 
associated, or must be at least 100 years old, whichever is the 
smaller figure. In the case of commemoration for an institution 
which was historical but is no longer in existence, the date of its 
founding should be at least 100 years ago or in a year that con
forms to the two-thirds rule in the previous statement. 

9. An historical personage may be adjudged eligible for his
torical marking thirty (30) years after decease, except in the 
case of a deceased person of state or national renown, in which 
case the Texas Historical Commission will be the first authority 
on eligibility. A person shall be deemed eligible for marking on 
his own merits, not on the contention that he was a descendant 
of an historical personage. Eligibility for an Historical Grave 
Marker may be determinable ten (10) years after the subject's 
decease. 

10. Provided an event changed the course of state or local 
history, that event may be adjudged ehgible for historical marking 
thirty (30) years after its occurrence. 

11. The historical structures of Texas are judged for marking 
on considerations of architecture, associations with significant 
persons or events, and age (two-thirds as old as the present type of 
habitation in the community with which it is associated, or 100 
years old, whichever is the smaller figure). Distinction in two of 
the three criteria will render a structure eligible for the Official 
Texas Historical Building Medallion with interpretive plate, but in 
no case will the application be approved unless the structure is in 
a good state of repair. No Medallion is awarded without an inter
pretive plate; the plate is mandatory. No interpretive plate may be 
issued except as accompaniment for an historic building Medallion. 

12. An Official Texas Historical Building Medallion awarded to 
any structure must remain on that structure and must not be 
removed and displayed on another building. An Offical Texas 
Historical Building Medallion is a permanent award; the Medallion 
is not to be removed from the property in the event of a transfer 
of ownership. A building with a Medallion is a Recorded Texas 
Historic Landmark. 

13. Structures designated as Recorded Texas Historic Land
marks must not be relocated without the express permission of the 

Texas Historical Commission, applied for and given through the 
office of the Executive Director. 

14. Structures designated Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks 
must not be subjected to appreciable changes in exterior appearance 
after receiving such designation. If structural changes are desired, 
the applicant must conform to the provisions of Section 12(2), 
Article 6145, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes, which states: 

No person may damage the historical or archi
tectural integrity of zmy structure which has been 
designated by the Commission as a Recorded His
toric Landmark, without first giving 60 days' 
notice to the Texas Historical Commission. After 
receipt of the notice, the Commission may waive 
the Wcdting period or, if the Commission deter
mines that a longer period will enhance chances 
for preservation, it may require an additional 
waiting period of not more than 30 days. 

If appreciable changes are observed to have occurred, the Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmark designation may be removed by the 
Texas Historical Commission. 

15. The disposition of an Official Texas Historical Building 
Medallion for a structure which has been destroyed must be decided 
only after due consultation with the Texas Historical Commission 
through the office of the Executive Director. The avenue of final 
disposition must be approved by the Texas Historical Commission. 

16. A grave marker may be awarded to commemorate a veteran 
of the Texas War for Independence provided valid proof is fur
nished that the veteran had service in the Texas army prior to 
June 1, 1836, and provided that a private person or body of 
persons will promise to install the marker. This award is also con
tingent upon compliance of the applicant with provisions of the 
marker application form. 

17. Official Texas Historical Markers are to be displayed in 
conspicuous places and in dignified surroundings. Desirable sites 
are public highways and parks, as well as city streets, where the 
reading of the marker text will be of educational value. If the site 
of a commemorated event, structure, or institution is on private 
property or is otherwise inaccessible to the public, the marker 
may be placed at a practical location as near as possible to the 
historic site. Marker sites are to be chosen with due regard to 
highway safety, and should not be at bridge approaches, highway 
intersections, or at spots noted for other traffic hazards. 

18. Official Texas Historical Markers may be relocated when 
conservation, educational advantage, or hazard prevention is 
desired, but such relocation must be with the express permission 
of the Texas Historical Commission, given through the office of 
the Executive Director. In cases wherein the data on the marker 
will be in need of revision by reason of the marker's relocation, the 
relocating party or parties may be required to attach an auxiliary 
plate to accomplish the revision. 

19. The Texas Historical Commission may require the relocation 
of markers in cases where dignity of a commemoration is impaired 
by reason of its geographic associations, or for other reasons that 
may be valid in the Commission's opinion. 

20. The Texas Historical Commission's markers and the Texas 
Historical Medallion logos must not be used for the purposes of 
commercial advertising. 

21. The logos used on all Texas historical markers are the 
property of the Texas Historical Commission and may not be 
copied for the usage of any other body, association, or individual. 

22. Privately installed markers may receive approval from 
the Texas Historical Commission and be hsted in the Marker 
Guide of the said Commission, but only when prescribed steps 
of application and compliance with above-stated policies of the. 
Commission are deemed acceptable by the Commission. 

23. No topic is to be considered for historical commemoratiod 
for its amusement value alone; there must be inherent significance 
over and above the matter of popular appeal. 

24. The restorer or restorers of an historic structure are not to 
be named in the text of a marker awarded to the structure. 



TOPIC GUIDELINES 
Much of the information needed to evaluate the eligibility 

of a marker topic appears in the previous section on "Official 
Texas Marker Policies". This section, however, provides specific 
guidelines on the information needed to produce an acceptable 
narrative history. Guidelines are listed under various typical 
topic categories. These guidelines illustrate the kind of data that 
should form the factual basis for the written history which must 
accompany the marker application form. .'Mong with the infor
mation listed under the topic categories, each narrative history 
should also include your reasons for desiring to commemorate 
the marker topic and the relationship between the subject and 
the proposed marker site, if this is not obvious. You should also 
attach a bibliography or list of relevant published materials, and 
a list of any oral interview sources and dates. 

Achievement or Enterprise 

This category also applies to discoveries, innovations, or in
ventions; some business, manufacturing, or ranching enterprises; 
and civic or social campaigns. 
• Indicate the achievement, its purpose, or the underlying needs 
it fulfilled or problems it solved. 
• Cite the principal persons involved including the financiers, 
giving short biographical notes on each one. 
• Give the pertinent details of the steps taken in this endeavor 
including the beginning and ending dates as well as any economi
cal statistics connected with the effort. Describe the circumstances 
involved with its downfall, if the enterprise failed. 
• Give the specific location of this venture and its connection with 
the proposed marker site. 
• Describe this endeavor's significance to the community, state, 
or nation, such as its economic, sociological, or ecological impact. 
• If this achievement involves a superlative claim (first, only, 
'greatest, etc.) attach copies of documents from unbiased sources 
to validate the claim. 

Archeological Sites 

Please note that this category applies to significant archeo
logical sites (prehistoric ruins, pictographs, mounds, campsites, 
rockshelters, etc.) which are adequately protected from looting 
or to important archeological sites which have been destroyed 
but were investigated and documented by archeologists. 
• Give the name and designated site number if the site has been 
recorded. Describe the extent and significant physical character
istics of the site and indicate its type and any unusual or identi
fying features. 
• Give the location of the site, the name of the owner or adminis
trator. Indicate whether or not it is protected. 
• Describe the significance of this site to the locale, the state, or 
the nation. For example, it could be a campground of a historic 
Texas Indian tribe; one of the earliest known locations of human 
occupation in the nation; or could have some other distinguishing 
factor. .Also cite the prehistoric or historic cultural associations 
of the site. 
• If the site has been properly investigated, give the name of 
the university or archeological organization that undertook the 
investigation and the date. 
• Give the location of artifacts and other material which may 
have been recovered from a survey or excavation of the site. If 
some items are on display, name the place or institution display
ing them. 

Cemeteries 

Cemeteries can make an important contribution in recording 
certain facets of a community history. A cemetery may have had 
several names, served different families or portions of a commu
nity's population over the course of the community's develop
ment. In some cases, a cemetery may be all that remains to show 
human occupation of a certain place. For guidelines on prehis

toric or early historic period cemeteries, please also refer to 
"archeological sites." 
• Give exact geographical location, present and past names, and 
pertinent dates a.s.'̂ ociated with the first (and last) use of the 
cemetery and with any name changes. 
• Name land donor or grantor. 
• Give the date and circumstances of the earliest grave and the 
earliest marked grave, if they are different. Indicate approximate 
number of graves. 
• Indicate what family, group and/or community used the cem
etery. Describe any other associations with a family or group 
(such as church or school) that the cemetery might have had. 
.Also indicate what factors (such as war, epidemic or natural 
disaster) might account for a significant number of burials. 
• Note the condition of the cemetery, who, if any one, maintains 
the cemetery, and whether or not it is in current use. 

Ethnic Groups 

Such markers might delineate the effect a certain ethnic 
group, such as the Spaniards, historic Indian tribes Cn^tive or 
those who migrated into the state), or later German immigrants, 
had on a certain phase of the state's or a community's develop
ment; how a group participated in certain historic events; or 
the long range development and continued identity of a group 
within the state. 
• Name the ethnic group and homeland. State when and where 
the group first appeared within the present boundaries of Texas. 
If the group is not native, describe what circumstances led to 
their migration to the state. 
• Cite the early leaders of the group and indicate brief biogra
phies and their relationship to the significance of the group. 
• Describe the group's lasting contribution or particular signifi
cance to local, state, or national history. Note any particular 
achievements which have been made by the group or by indi
viduals of the group. Indicate the group's primary economic base 
or main occupation. Sketch briefly the general history of the 
group in Texas. 
• Explain any traditions, customs, celebrations or folk practices 
currently retained or retained until recently. If possible describe 
current practices that were derived from this group's customs. 
• Identify the reasons behind the perpetuation of the group or its 
ideals including any major personalities involved with such an 
effort. 
• Explain the connection between the proposed marker site and 
the topic. 

Events 

If an event meets the criteria specified in section 10 of the 
Marker Policies, a narrative history should cover the following 
information. 
• Name the event, when and where it occurred, and the major 
participants involved. Give a brief personal history of these 
participants. 
• Describe the underlying cau.se of the event as well as the imme
diate cause. Explain the early, middle, and climactic develop
ments in the event. 
• Document the impact of the event on the local, state, and/or 
national level and explain the event's lasting significance. 

Geographical or Geological Sites 

Such sites might include landmark mountains, rivers, mineral 
deposits, canyons or forests, among others. To qualify for mark
ing, sites must have been associated with human endeavor in a 
si/nificant manner. 
•̂  Name the site and describe its appearance, extent, and any un
usual or identifying features. Give its location and explain the 
location's significance in Texas history. 
• Explain how and by whom the site was named. If it has had 
other names, or a local nickname, explain when these were in 
use and their significance. 

(continued on page 4) 
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GUIDELINES (continued) 
• Detail how the site was first discovered or noted. If there was 
a principal discoverer, include a brief personal history. 
• Explain the major contribution or significance of this site to 
local, state, or national history and include any important human 
events or endeavors that have been associated with the site. 

Historic Persons 

Please note sections 9 and 16 in the Marker Policies for 
criteria on subject or grave markers. 
• Give the full name of the person. Please be sure the name is 
spelled correctly, or, if there are variants in spelling, indicate 
which one would be used on the marker. Include locations and 
dates of birth and death. 
• Describe this person's significant contributions to, or impact on 
human society including any outstanding achievements, accom
plishments, etc. 
• Give a full account of this person's life including the names 
of family members (parents, spouse, children, other descendants 
relevant to this history) and their birth and death dates and 
important facts of their lives. 
• Detailed any military service. For U.S. service, write to Mili
tary Service Records (NNCC), National Archives (GSA), Wash
ington, DC 20408. For Texas Ranger or Texas Confederacy 
service, write to Military Records, State Archives, Austin, TX 
78711. Certain Confederacy records may be obtained from the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy Museum, 112 E. Uth, 
Austin, TX 78701. 
• Attach a copy of the inscription on all stones and tablets at 
the grave of this person. Give the name and location of the 
cemetery where he is buried. Note if his or her remains have 
been buried elsewhere and reinterred at this site later. Give 
date of reinterment. 

Institutions or Organizations 

This topic is designed to commemorate institutions or organ
izations (such as churches, lodges, fraternal orders, governmental 
bodies, libraries, schools, cuUural groups, etc.) that have had a 
substantial effect on the development of Texas, either locally or 
statewide. While an organization may be associated with a par
ticular building, this category only applies to the organization. 
• Include the current title of the organization as well as earlier 
names, if any, and dates they were used. Explain the significance 
of the name. Also note when and where the institution originated 
and for what purpose. 
• Name the principal founders and give a short history of all 
important participants. 
• Trace the ownership of the property on which the subject is, 
or was, located from the patenting to present. Also trace the 
physical facilities of the organization throughout its existence. 
• Describe the role the organization has played in community 
issues and cite its outstanding achievements, any outstanding or 
unusual events associated with it, or how it has contributed to 
Texas history. 
• Note any state, national, or international affiliations the sub
ject has or had at one time. If the institution is no longer a 
viable body, explain when and why it ceased. 
• In the case of religious organizations, give founding as well as 
interim and current membership figures. 

Structures 

Please note that these guidelines apply to gathering infor
mation on both existing and razed buildings. Only an existing 
structure, however, may become a Recorded Texas Historic Land
mark (see section 11 of the Marker Policies). 
• Give the location of the structure and, if moved, its original 
location and the date moved. Provide a complete, dated list of 
the owners of the land where the structure is (or was) located. 
Include pertinent historic facts pertaining to changes in owner
ship. This data may be obtained from the county clerk. 
• Provide documented proof of the date when the structure was 

built and dates of any subsequent alterations. Describe the struc
ture as it was originally built, mentioning architectural style, 
number of rooms, stories, porches, fireplaces, outbuildings, main 
materials on the exterior, etc. Give a brief account of the con
struction of the building, including acquisition of materials, spe
cial requirements, and employment of techniques or materialsi 
no longer in current use. If applicable, also describe each addi' 
tion or alteration in order of their appearance. 
• Name the person who built the structure, or had it built. Give 
a short personal history of this person and any other important 
owners or residents. Mention the original architects and contrac
tors and those responsible for any alterations. 
• State influences which caused the owner to build a structure of 
its style and type (such as economic reasons, climate, availability 
of materials, etc.) 
• Describe the uses of the building (residence, theater, school, 
warehouse, etc.) and name any groups that have been specifically 
associated with it. 
• Describe the current condition of the structure, state who is 
responsible for its upkeep, and specify its present or proposed use. 
• Provide clear, black and wliite photographs of all sides of the 
structure to illustrate its current condition. If available provide 
copies of any historic photographs showing the house in its orig
inal and interim conditions. Simple but accurate floor plans are 
also helpful. 

Transportation and Communicarion 

This category can apply to sites or subjects involving 
transportation or communicaton such as roads, trails, railroads, 
aviation topics, devices or services for transportation or com
munication. 
• Give the proper name and/or any nicknames of the subject to 
be marked. Account for any name changes over the years, giving 
dates. Also explain the subject's location and/or the geographical 
area the service covered. In the case of roads or trails, give the 
route or a map. 
• Tell when and where the service originated and explain whal 
needs it fulfilled and the underlying reasons behind its creation. 
• Name the person(s) or group primarily responsible for the 
beginning of the subject. Give a brief account of this person or 
group. Explain who financed the service. 
• Recount in detail the history of the service in the community 
or locality including the service's successes or failures, and any 
changes or improvements. Identify the lasting contribution this 
service has made to local, state, and national history. 

Counties 
The guidelines under the "Communities" category can be 

used to gather information to write a narrative history for this 
topic with the following additions. 
• Include the early history of the county specifying what Indian 
tribes or groups lived there prior to the arrival of settlers of 
European heritage. Also document any early major expeditions 
that may have crossed the county. 
• Describe the circumstances surrounding the founding of the 
county, including its legal history of existence either as a part of 
a land grant, or part of another county. If there was a local peti
tion for creation, give pertinent details. 
• Describe how the county seat was selected. If there were other 
county seats, include their names, locations, the dates they served, 
and reasons for their selection. Name the first elected officials. 
• If any important pioneer trails or railroads traverse the county, 
01 if the county encompasses any particular geographical fea
tures, name these and explain any effect they may have had on 
the development of the county. 

Communities 

This topic can include cities, towns, rural settlements, de
funct villages or post offices, etc. 
• Specify the geographical location of the community, the dates 
when the community was incorporated and when and by whom 

(continued on page 5) 



GUIDELINES (continued) 
the townsite was platted and recorded. Give its name, former 
names, and their significance. 
• Explain the underlying reasons for the settlement of this 

Pmmunity and tell if its location was significant when it was 
anded (such as proximity to roads, rivers, or railroads). 

• Name the first settler or group of settlers and tell when they 
arrived and where they originated. Give a brief biography of the 
settler or members of the group. 
• Trace the early, interim, and recent economic base of the com-

SAMPLE HISTORY 
Bailey Anderson: A Veteran 

by Max 
3704 Fitzgerald, 

One of two American Revolution veterans known to have 
lived and died in Harrison County, Texas,i Bailey Anderson 
(Nov. 13, 17S4-Aug. 1840) was the son of John and Sarah Car
ney Anderson,^ and was born in Overwharton Parish, Stafford 
County, Virginia. John and Sarah Anderson eventually had a 
family of twelve children — eight of them bom at a home on the 
Pacelot River, in the Ninety Six (Newberry) district, near 
Spartanburg, South Carolina,^ to which they moved at some 
time after 17S8. 

The Andersons sent at least four soldiers to the fight for 
American freedom; the father John, Bailey, and two younger 
sons, Joshua and Scarlett. John Anderson, who immigrated to 
America from the Isle of Skye, Scotland, died for his country; 
so did the younger sons, Joshua and Scarlett, in 1783.^ The year 
of the father's death is unrecorded. 

Bailey Anderson survived, although he fought for a total of 
two or more years during various enlistments, and participated 
^ important campaigns and engagements. 'While living in the 
Rne ty Six district, he volunteered and served for six weeks in 
the militia company of Capt. Thomas Gordon in a campaign 
against the Indians on Reedy (or Ready) River in 1775 or 1776.^ 

He recalled that he went back into the ranks during the 
"next year after the service above mentioned" and served for 
"about six months".^ He volunteered for this second duty while 
living on what was called "the Long Island" of the Holston 
River, an area then claimed by Virginia, but subsequently a part 
of Tennessee. In "a company of spies" commanded by Capt. 
Thomas Price,'' he served under a Col. Christian of Virginia. In 
1833, Anderson was to declare that he "marched through the 
country against what was then called the Overhill Cherokees".^ 

Returning afterward to the Ninety Six district, he rejoined 
Capt. Gordon's company of volunteers "and went to Savannah 
River opposite Augusta in Georgia to what was called 'Black 
Swamp'," as a member of Gen. Lincoln's forces.^ 

The three-time volunteer was drafted for his fourth tour. 
Once again he was under Capt. Gordon.^o j h e company "went 
. . . to the frontier of Georgia, under Gen. Williamson of said 
District of Ninety Six". Although he could not recall the exact 
date, Anderson said this was "before the Siege of Savannah".^^ 

He was first in hot combat during his fifth stint, while he 
was §erving as a volunteer under Gen. McDowell of North Caro
lina.!'̂  His company commander was named Parsons. Officers he 
was to recall were Col. Clark of Georgia," Col. Shelby of Holston 
River, and Col. Williams of South Carolina. Anderson "marched 
from the frontier or line of North Carolina to Musgrove's Mill 
on what was called Congree River", where the formation collided 
^ t h a "party of British and Tories and had a fight which was 
B l e d the Battle of Musgrove's Mill". There "the Americans 
aefeated the British." 

That tour apparently lasted about two months. The official 
taking Anderson's deposition for his pension application quali
fied the statements by commenting "as he believes"." 

Also in the same year as King's Mountain, Anderson served 

munity and be sure to note any radical economic changes that 
may have taken place. 
• Include the names and brief biography of the community's 
most important civic leaders as well as any other memorable 
persons involved with the community's development. 
• Cite when and where the first post office or any subsequent 
post offices were opened. Post office information is available from 
the Civil Archives Division, National Archives, General Services 
Administration, Washington, DC 20408. 
• If the community no longer exists, explain the causes of its 
demise. 

of the American Revolution 
S. Lale 
Marshall, Texas 

as a volunteer under Col. Clark of Georgia in Capt. Bridge's 
company, again for about two months. Then "belonging" on the 
frontier of the district of Ninety Six, he recalled marching 
"through the Cherokee wilderness to the frontier of Georgia", 
after which his unit "went down and attacked the British at 
Augusta, which was called the first siege of Augusta", but the 
siege failed when the British received reinforcements "which 
occasioned the Americans to raise the siege and fly to the 
wilderness"^^ 

Although the next enlistment was brief, Anderson's part in 
it must have been among his proudest memories. He volunteered 
to serve in Capt. Farrar's company "and marched to join General 
Green at the Siege of Ninety Six". Anderson recalled that the 
general asked Capt. Farrar to select two men in whom he had 
special confidence for a particularly important reconnaissance 
mission. "The Captain selected a man called 'King Chitty' and 
this deponent", Anderson recalled. They "went, returned and 
reported to General Green that Lord ( )^^ was coming and 
not far off". Acting on this information, the general "attempted 
to storm th? fort but could not succeed and had to raise the 
siege and retreat". 

Previously, Anderson recalled, he had also served under Gen. 
Sumpter and was one of a party who captured one of Col. Carl
ton's mounted men. The party "carried him to Gen. Sumpter 
as fast as possible. General Sumpter retreated all night. The next 
evening, however, Colonel Carlton overtook him and a battle 
was fought that was called the "Battle of Black Stalks". After 
serving under Capt. Farrar at the Siege of Ninety Six, Anderson 
recalled that he was "out on several occasions against Indians 
and '( ) ( ) ' tories"" 

In his deposition for a pension, Anderson made the pro 
forma declaration that he relinquished "every claim to a pension 
or annuity except for the present" and .declared that his name 
was not on the pension roll of any state. Two neighbors rein
forced his deposition by affirming that they believed 'him to be 
seventy nine years of age", and that they concurred in the opinion 
that he had indeed been a soldier in the revolution. '^ Moreover, 
Samuel Thompson appeared in Anderson's behalf, saying that he 
had known Bailey Anderson in the year 1786 or 1787, and "then 
knew that he had served as a milita man in the revolutionary 
war"," had known him ever since and had "always understood 
and known that he so served". Thompson "had heard read the 
declaration of said Anderson which he has this day made in order 
to obtain a pension under the Act of Congress passed June 7, 
1832, "and made the additional comment that Anderson had been 
a member of the legislature of the state of Kentucky''.^" 

Bailey Anderson claimed no rank above that of private. His 
pension claim with attached papers was filed before Frederick 
Williams, a justice of the peace in Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana. 
He stated that he had lived in several localities: South Carolina, 
Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, Arkansas Territory, and Texas. 

His migrations were typical of the late 18th and early 19th 
(continued on page 6) 



HISTORY (continued) 
centuries. He "went to Kentucky about 1795, and fifteen years 
later moved to Indiana".^' Subsequently he migrated to Texas 
in 1818 or 1819, but soon afterward, during the "troubles" of the 
Long Expedition, he went on Mexico's insistence to the Arkansas 
Territory. When that section (now Oklahoma), was ceded to the 
Indians, he returned in 1821 to Texas, settling about four miles 
below present San Augustine, near the old Joseph Burleson home 
on Ayish Bayou.^^ He seems to have been accompanied on the 
migrations by Bailey .Anderson, Jr., who had been born in South 
Carolina in 1788, and who subsequently, on Dec. 9, 1839, ob
tained a land grant on the Sabine River 93 miles north of Nacog
doches, apparently for his services during the Texas War for In
dependence.^' That grant—partly in Harrison and partly in 
Panola County — is still known in 1976 as the Bailey Anderson 
Survey. 

The Harrison County Historical Commission believes that 
Texas profited from the frontier services performed by the citizen 
Bailey Anderson (1754-1840), the soldier of the .American Re
volution. This staunch man lived in colonial Texas and the 
Republic of Texas for the better part of twenty-one years, an 
example of the resourceful pioneer spirit. Nearing his 86th birth
day, the veteran of the American Revolution died in August 1840, 
and is buried in the family cemetery on the Bailey .Anderson 
Survey near the present town of Elysian Fields, Texas. The site 
is presently within the holdings of a great-great-grandson, B. H. 
Timmins. 

FOOTNOTES 
1. The other Harrison County veteran of the American Revolution was WilMam 

Delafield. who died at a very advanced age in the LaGrone's Chapel area. 
The precise site of his grave is lost to recorded history. 

2. John Boddie. editor, Historical Southern Families, volume 8; from data com
piled by Walter Weston Folger of Chattanooga. Extracts are contained in 
family records of B. H. Timmins, Elysian Fields, Texas. 

3. Ibid. "Ninety Six" does not reler to a numbering of districts within the 
stale; it is merely a community existing under that name. We are indebted 
for this information to M. E. Lattimore, of Marshall. Texas, whose ancestors 

fought in the Revolutionary War and in the Civil War, and who is married to 
a lady from South Carolina. 

4. Boddie, op. cit. 
5. The details ol this and other periods of service are recorded in a deposition 

made by Bailey Anderson on Aug. 27. 1833. in connection with his claim for 
a pension. File numbered 22.489. Natchitoches Parish Court, Natchitoches, La. 

6. This would have been in 1777 if we accept the accuracy of Anderson's state
ment. File 22.489, Natchitoches, as ci ted. 

7. In the military usage of the t ime, a " s p y " was a soldier performing essq 
tially the intell igence gathering functions best described in modern usage 
the term "scou t " or " pa t r o l " . 

8. Military Service Records, National Archives, Washington. D.C, File S. 30, 826. 
9. To the best of Anderson's recollections, this tour lasted about six weeks. 

10. Under the milit ia system then in use, citizen residents of a geographical 
region were assigned for duly as required in a company organized in that 
region. These companies were assembled into regiments as required. 

11. Anderson's deposition was made when he was in his late 70s. and the court 
noted that the old soldier's memory was in some degree impaired by age. 

12. His deposition noted that he then resided " in the same district as before, 
but in a different part of i t " , and this no doubt occasioned a change in 
officers. 

13. The Clarks prominent in Georgia at this time included two brothers who 
served in numerous civil ian and military capacities. One brother was governor 
of Georgia. 

14. Military Service Records, National Archives, as ci ted. 
15. Ibid. 
16. Indecipherable in the holograph of the Natchitoches Parish clerk who took 

Anderson's deposit ion. 
17. These indecipherable words are set off by quotation marks in the deposit ion 

record, and may have been highly negative. 
18. The reference to Anderson's age seems to imply that he seemed to be a 

highly credible witness, in the court's opinion. 
19. H would be interesting to know the circumstances of this fr iendship, given 

Anderson's migrations, which spanned half a century and half a continent. 
20. Thompsorj's statement gives every evidence of accuracy based on personal 

knowledge and acquaintance with Anderson, and provides the best support 
for Anderson's statements. 

21. Gecrge L. Crocket, Two Centuries In East Texas (Dallas, 1932), p. 82. 
22. Ibid. 
23. From deed records traced by Hoya Abstract Company, Nacogdoches. Texas, as 

noted in Vol. A. Surveyors' Records, p. 405. Extract of this information is in 
the possession of 8. H. Timmins, as c i ted. 
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SAMPLE INSCRIPTION 
BAILEY ANDERSON 

(1754-1840) 

A VETERAN OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, BAILEY 
ANDERSON WAS BORN IN STAFFORD COUNTY, VA. ABOUT 
1760. HE MOVED WITH HIS PARENTS JOHN AND SARAH 
(CARNEY) ANDERSON TO THE NEWBERRY DISTRICT OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA. AT 21, HE WAS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY 
ARMY, AND DURING THE NEXT 11 YEARS SAW SERVICE IN 
GEORGIA, VIRGINIA, AND THE CAROLINAS, FIGHTING 
INDIANS AND THE BRITISH, SCOUTING AND PATROLLING. 
HIS FATHER AND TWO OF HIS BROTHERS WERE KILLED. 

ABOUT 1795, BAILEY ANDERSON MOVED TO KENTUCKY. 
THERE HE SERVED IN THE STATE LEGISLATURE, 1800-1802. 
IN 1810 HE MOVED TO INDIANA. 

HE MIGRATED TO EAST TEXAS ABOUT 1818. ALTHOUGH 
IT WAS IN DISPUTE, AMERICANS THEN CONSIDERED THIS 
A PART OF THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE. IN 1820, WHEN 
SPANISH SOLDIERS CAME FROM MEXICO TO EVICT THE 
EAST TEXAS FILIBUSTERS, ANDERSON AND HIS FAMILY 
WENT TO ARKANSAS TERRITORY, BUT RETURNED ABOUT 
1821 AS PERMANENT SETTLERS. THE LAND SURROUNDING 
THIS MARKER WAS IN A GRANT FROM THE REPUBLIC OF 
TEXAS TO BAILEY ANDERSON, JR., A SOLDIER IN THE TEXAS 
WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE. IN THE FAMILY CEMETERY IS 
THE GRAVE OF BAILEY ANDERSON, A VETERAN OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION. (1975) 



CATALOG OF MARKERS 

SUBJECT MARKER 
(27" X 42") 

BUILDING MARKER SUBJECT MARKER 
(18"x28") 

GRAVE MARKER 

SUBJECT MARKER (27" x 42") allows 24 lines of text using half-
Inch lettering. Marker with post, $475; marker without post, $435. 

BUILDING MARKER (medallion and 16" x 12" plate) allows 14 
lines of text using three-eighth-inch lettering. Marker with post, 
$150; without post, $125. 

NATIONAL REGISTER PLAQUE 

SUBJECT MARKER (18" x 28") allows 18 lines of text using half-
inch lettering. Marker with post, $250; without post, $220. 

GRAVE MARKER (small medallion and 16" x 12" plate) allows 14 
lines of text using three-eighth-inch lettering. Marker includes 
mounting bar, $125. 

BRONZE PLATE 

ENTERED I N 

THE N A T I O N A L REGISTER 
O F H I S T O R I C PLACES 

HISTORICAL 
MARKERS 
IN CITY 

e^Sffrt 

K I M B L E C O U N T Y 
.JUMANO AND APACHE INDIANS INHABITED R.EGION 

WHEN SPANISH EXPLORERS TRAVELED ACROSS IT IN 
THE 17TH AND I8TH CENTURIES. AND WERE DISPLACED 
BY THE COMANCHE TRIBE BY THE MID I9TH CENTURY. 
AREA WAS UNDER MILITARY JUWSDICTION OF FORTS 
TERRETT(,m.,.)AND McKAVETT.,.,,-.*,,... .,)WHICH WERE 
AIDED IN DEFENSE BY THE TEXAS RANGERS. 

COUNTY WAS CREATED FROM BEXAR COUNTY. 1858. 
NAMED FOR CE.ORGE C KIMBLE f,.,«...,6|.WHO DIED 
DEFENDING THE ALAMO. ORGANIZED IN 1876. WITH IHE 
COUNTY SEAT FIRST AT KIMBLEVILLE,THEN JUNCHON 
IN 1877 HAVEN FOR LAWLESS ELEMENT UNI I I THE 
RANGERS RESTORED PEACE IN 1880s., RANCHING IS 
PRIMARY INDUSTRY PRODUCING WOOL AND MOHAIR. 

HIGHWAY SIGN PAPERWEIGHT SEAL WREATH 

kTIONAL REGISTER plaque is available only for Recorded Texas 
toric Landmarks which are also listed on the Natronal Register 

'Historic Places. $25. 

HIGHWAY SIGN (24" x 24") stating "Historical Markers In City" 
may be ordered for attachment to city limits signs only. The State 
Department of Highways & Public Transportation will attach the 
sign to locations specified. $50 each. 

PAPERWEIGHT, a miniature replica of your marker contained in a 
3" x 4 " plastic mold, can be ordered when the marker application 
is made. Allow six months for delivery. $50 each. 

BRONZE MARKERS (plate, seal, or wreath) are available for re
placement purposes only on existing markers that originally fea
tured such items (such as the 1936 Texas Centennial markers). 
Plate, $300.00; seal, $245.00; wreath, $115.00. 



APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER 
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P. O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711 

A written history, signed by the author, must accompany this form before it will be accepted. t 
County Date 

Title of marker 

Name of building, cemetery, public square, park, archeological site, etc., where marker is to be placed. 

Marker site (street address or highway number) 

City or nearest city. If marker is to be placed on a highway or in a small community, you must briefly explain how to get there from 
nearest town shown on a Texas Highway Department road map. For example, "Marker will be in Bastrop Beach, which is 6 miles south
east of Angleton on FM 523." 

8. 

Distance (miles, yards, feet) and direction (north, 
southwest of marker site." 

Owner of marker site 

Sponsor of marker 

south, east, 

Address 

Address 

County chairman Address 
"1 have reviewed the narrative for this marker and attest to its 

west) of 

accuracy. 

subject 

" 

Person to whom marker is to be shipped Street Address 
Note: If marker is to be placed on a highway right-of-way, it will automatically be 

from marker 

shipped 

site. For example, 

City 

City 

City 

City 
to your district highway 

"Subject is 

engineer. 

Va mile 

10. 
Surface to which marker will be attached (i.e., wood, brick, stucco over stone) If not on post. 

ORDER FORM 
Please consult page 7 for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired below. Then mail this application and narrative 
history, together with a check made payable to the Texas Historical Foundation, to the address above. No applications will be accepted 
unless payment is included. 

If marker application is cancelled after the inscription is written, the Texas Historical Foundation will deduct the cost of writing the inscrip
tion from the refund. 
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O 

o 
< 
Ul 

a 
o z < 
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HISTORICAL MARKERS 
D 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) $125 
n 16" x 12" building marker with post $150 
n 16" x 12" building marker without post .$125 
n National Register plaque $ 25 

n 27" x 42" subject marker with post $475 
n 27" X 42" subject marker without post $435 
D 18" X 28" subject marker with post $250 
D 18" X 28" subject marker without post .•. . . .$220 

REPLACEMENT MARKERS 
n Bronze plate $300 
D Bronze seal $245 
D Bronze wreath $115 
D 16" X 12" building plaque only $ 75 
n 14" medallion only $ 50 

HIGHWAY DIRECTIONAL SIGN 
Please indicate quantity desired and location: 
24" X 24" Historical Markers In City sign $ 50 
D Black and white (for farm-to-market roads, state and 

U.S. highways) 
D Green and white (for interstate highways) 
18" X 22" Historic Route Sign (in black and white only) $ 5 0 
n with arrow pointing straight ahead 
n with arrow pointing left 
n with arrow pointing right 

MARKER REPLICA PAPERWEIGHT 
This item should be ordered at the same time marker is 
ordered. Indicate quantity desired. Allow six months from 
completion of marker for receipt of paperweight. 
D 3" x 4 " plastic paperweight with replica of marker inside. $ 50 

4 
1978 



MUSEUMS 

The Texas Historical Commission's Museum Services Department 
helps Texas museums serve the public more professionally. It works 
to improve the skills of museum staff, provides expert assistance 
with problems in specific museums and stimulates cooperation among 
museums in Texas and elsewhere. The Department believes a museum's 
primary role is interpretive, and that all other museum functions 
should be carried out with this role in mind. 

Museum planning committees should be aware that certain of the 
following guidelines for founding a museum may not apply in every 
case. Each museum is established under its own unique set of cir
cumstances and requires individual treatment. Thus the first thing 
a committee should do upon deciding to set up a museum is contact 
the State Museum Consultant for advice and assistance. 

PROBLEMS TO CONSIDER WHEN PLANNING A MUSEUM 

A participant in a recent museum workshop made the following 
statement: "I thought that all there was to opening a museum was 
to get a building, collect a bunch of things and put them in the 
building. Open the doors, and you had a museum." 

Many people have such a simplistic concept of a museum. 

LET US CONSIDER THE PROBLEMS OF STARTING A MUSEUM 

It should be obvious that establishing a museum requires more 
than acquiring a collection of artifacts and finding a place to put 
it on exhibit. Unfortunately, most groups interested in this kind 
of project begin with the idea that a museum's sole function is to 
display objects. 

PROBLEM I -- Definition of Scope and Purpose 

What kind of museum will it be? Art? Science? History? 
General? If it is going to be a history museum, what kind of history 
will it consider? Prehistory? The story of the settlement of one 
ethnic group? The story of the entire community? A decision on the 
scope and theme of your proposed museum is crucial, and should pre
cede any other action on the project. This decision will determine 
the contents of your collections. 

PROBLEM II -- Collections Policy 

Once you decide on your subject matter, then and only then do 
you establish a clearly-defined collections policy. If you want to 
tell the story of the first 100 years of your community, accept only 



artifacts that reflect that history. Set a firm policy that items 
donated to the museum become the sole property of the museum, with 
no strings attached. Prepare a written statement of your collections 
policy and be certain it is widely publicized throughout the com
munity , 

Avoid the pitfall of accepting items that have nothing to do 
with your central theme. Do not take the collection of 500 tiny 
glass slippers if it has little bearing on the history of your com
munity. Likewise avoid the unusual or bizarre -- the two-headed 
calf, the collection of mounted heads from Africa. These objects 
probably have nothing significant to say of history and are more 
than likely someone else's white elephants 

Loans -- Never accept artifacts loaned on a long-term basis. 
To do so could easily make your museum little more than a warehouse 
for the display and storage of numerous private collections. Besides, 
a refusal to house loaned material for an indefinite period will of
ten prompt the prospective lender involved to donate his collection 
outright. 

Do accept short-term loans of items you wish to use for special 
exhibits. Reach a clear understanding with the lender in each case 
as to how long you may keep his artifacts and when they are to be 
returned. Secure a loan agreement specifying these details. 

Remember that your museum is responsible for items it takes on 
loan. To avoid difficulties in this regard, determine (a) if their 
owner has insured loaned objects; and (b) the value he has placed on 
them. In any case, never, never attempt as a museum to appraise the 
value of an item yourself. If it is not insured by its owner, come 
to a clear understanding with him as to the museum's responsibility 
regarding it. Will it be necessary for the museum to insure the ob
ject? If so, how much will the insurance cost? Will the owner sign 
a waiver releasing the museum from financial responsibility in case 
of fire, theft or vandalism involving his property? All this must 
be determined prior to moving a loaned object to the museum. 

PROBLEM III -- Conservation and Preservation 

When a museum accepts an item for its collections, it in truth 
is saying, "We accept this item in trust to be preserved for the en
joyment, enlightenment and education of the community, now and for 
generations to come." 

Many museums never consider this responsibility. At these in
stitutions important historic artifacts and documents are often ac
cepted without enough thought for their proper care. Textiles, 
dresses and quilts are exhibited in direct sunlight or under fluo
rescent lights. Guns are hung on walls and allowed to gather dust 
and moisture and rust. Important documents are framed with acid 
content backing which will destroy them, or are stored in any avail
able cardboard box. Other objects are subjected to drastic fluctu
ations in temperature, to extremes of moisture or dryness and, in 



some cases; even to human hands. Obviously, many items treated in 
this manner wpjŝ d probably be better preserved if they were never 
acquire'd, b.y "Such museums as these. 

PROBLEM IV -,-•• Exhibits and Continued Interest in the Museum 

One question frequently asked by established museums is, "Why 
don't people visit the museum anymore?" The answer may lie to a 
great extent in the failure of these institutiohs, especially smaller 
history museums, to. change their exhibits often enough. 

A hypothetical history of one of these little institutions 
might reau thus: Some interested group establishes a museum. They 
gather for it appropriate collections. They arrange these in rows 
and hang them on walls and put them on shelves --20 identical sad
irons here, 25 carpenters' planes there, and so on. They label their 
artifacts: "Beaded Creek Moccasins," "Antique Iron Bowl." And then 
they allow their museum to grow stale by neglecting to change its 
original exhibits in any way. Months pass, years pass; the same old 
items get dustier and dustier. Nothing new appears to rejuvenate 
the flagging interest of those who visit the museum regularly, hop
ing to find something fresh and stimulating. In time these regulars 
give up and stop coming altogether. 

This is obviously a deadly state of affairs for any museum. No 
institution or business, in whatever field, can afford to alienate 
its steady supporters. When a museum practically invites the local 
community to become bored with it, its financial backers may express 
their dissatisfaction with meager contributions. Under these cir
cumstances the museum's demise may not be far off. 

How do you avoid this predicament and encourage people to visit 
the museum and keep on visiting it? Rotate different parts of your 
collection for display, so you never exhibit everything you have at 
the same time. Change some displays every three to six months, as 
budget and staff size allow, and provide adequate storage space for 
those items not on exhibit during any given period. Plan special 
exhibits. Always make an event of it when you open a new display: 
Invite the entire community to attend. 

Good exhibits result from careful planning and selection of 
significant objects that directly relate to your theme. These ob
jects should tell the unique story of your community to the museum 
visitor. Because this story cannot be told in one display, and be
cause you want to encourage people to return, exhibits must be changed, 

Display areas should be planned with this in mind. Exhibit 
space should total no more than 30-40% of museum area. Many a plan
ning committee mistakenly visualizes its museum as a single open 
display space. This line of thinking can lead to trouble, as an 
over-large exhibit area may be too much for a volunteer staff to 
handle effectively. The recommended task of changing displays may 
become too great an undertaking for them, the changes themselves 
may suffer as a result, and the museum may ultimately be saddled 
with all the problems described earlier. 



PROBLEM V -- Volunteers 

A familiar complaint of those closely associated with museums 
is that many people like to visit such institutions, but few offer 
to work for them, in whatever capacity. 

Planning committees should be aware when considering the estab
lishment of a museum that initial enthusiasm over the project will 
gradually fade with many people once they realize the extent of the 
work involved. There is simply no easy way to plan, start, operate 
and maintain a museum. 

You can always find people to do research, serve tea and cookies, 
or dress up to be host and hostess for special events. But securing 
volunteers willing to clean, dust, sweep, wax, repair and paint can 
be a headache. 

Where personnel are concerned, many small musexims function on 
a volunteer basis, or perhaps with one paid staff person. Unfor
tunately, in most of these institutions the burden of hard work is 
consistently carried by the same few people. So, as a general rule, 
a museum planning committee should expect to begin with that a small 
number of loyal helpers will end up shouldering most of the workload 
on their project. 

PROBLEM VI -- Building: A Place to House the Museum 

Few communities have the funds to construct a museum building; 
most must acquire an existing facility, possibly donated, to house 
their musevim collections. 

A museum planning committee should consider the following 
questions with regard to any structure they are thinking about using 
as their museum building: 

A. In what condition is the building? How much will it cost 
to restore and remodel it so it will answer the needs of the 
museum? 

B. Is the building secure? If not, how much will it cost to 
provide the needed security? 

C. Is the building reasonably fireproof? (Remember the museum 
will be housing important historical objects and documents). 

D. What are the parking conditions around the building? People 
will rarely visit a museum that is inaccessible or that presents 
"parking problems. 

E. How much space is available in the building? You must con
sider the space requirements of all phases of museum operation: 

1. Display. 
2. Storage (Storage space should equal display space). 



3= Work. The heart of any museum is its collections. 
Artifacts must be properly documented, researched, studied, 
cleaned and restored. Space must be planned for these ac
tivities, all of which must be completed before artifacts 
can be exhibited. Space also is needed for planning and 
preparing display materials. 

F. How much will it cost annually to maintain and keep up the 
building? Will the musevim be able to afford such costs? These 
are prime considerations in your decision on a building. 

PROBLEM VII -- Funding 

Where is your money coming from? You will need immediate funds 
for constructing, renovating or remodelling a building to house your 
museum collections. You obviously also will require a continual 
supply of money in the future to keep your museum operating. 

Many planning groups, in their initial excitement over their 
museum project, overlook the financial aspects of the matter. A 
common error they make in this area is forgetting to anticipate a 
museum's annual operating costs. Thus, with regard to your proposed 
museum, you should ask yourselves who will be paying the facility's: 

--light, gas and water bills? 
--office expenses? Someone must buy the necessary supplies: 
paper, pencils, ink, typewriter ribbons etc. 
--upkeep and maintenance charges? Volunteers may provide you 
with free labor, but chances are you will not easily come by 
free paint, cleaning supplies, plumbing parts, lumber and like 
necessities. 
--new-exhibit expenses? Changing displays often involves pur
chasing building materials for use in new exhibits. 

In searching for financial backing to keep your museum open, 
you will encounter many contributors who consider a single donation 
good enough for their lifetime. Discourage such attitudes as theirs 
with carefully-planned, well-publicized annual fundraising campaigns. 
Unless your museum is fortunate enough to be heavily endowed, its 
survival may well depend on these yearly crusades. 

PROBLEM VIII -- Possible Closing of a Musexim 

Museums seldom "go out of business," but if yours is forced to 
close for whatever reason you should be fully prepared to deal with 
the situation. 

Include in your museum constitution and bylaws provisions for 
disposal of museum collections and assets should the facility close. 
If yours is a small community museum, you might word one of these 
provisions thus: "If for any reason this museum is closed, its col
lection will go to the county or regional museum." Or, if you deem 
a specific museum worthy of your collection, provide for that museiom 
to receive your artifacts in the event your facility is forced to 
close. 



At any rate, do not neglect your duty in this area. Do not 
let lack of foresight interfere with your collection's chances of 
preservation should your museum become defunct. Many small museums 
have outstanding collections; it would be tragic to lose these through 
poor planning if such institutions found it impossible to stay open. 

Though discussing museum closings may sound pessimistic, it is 
necessary.. Numerous museums are in dire financial straits at present, 
and the situation does not seem to be improving. 

SUMMARY 

The following guidelines sum up Department advice to those 
interested in founding a museum in their community. 

1. ESTABLISHING A COUNTY MUSEUM 
If a committee decides to establish a museum as part of their 
program of work, they should first consider the following 
questions: 
a. Is there sufficient community interest to warrant the 

founding of a museum? 
b. Is there a suitable location available for the museum? 

(1) Is the location easily accessible? 
(2) Is it in a desirable part of town? 
(3) Does it offer adequate parking? 
(4) Does it offer room for museum expansion? 

c. Are there adequate finances available to support, main
tain and operate the museum? (Article 6081E of the 
Texas Statute authorizes cities and counties to acquire 
historical museums under the same provisions as they now 
obtain parks and playgrounds). 

d. Would your museum seriously overlap with any existing 
museum in the area? 

e. Has the purpose and scope of the museum been well defined? 
f. Has the committee asked the State Museum Consultant to 

help them formulate their plans? 
g. Has the committee kept the State Office well informed of 

their plans and progress? 

2. ACQUIRING AND DISPLAYING MATERIAL 
Collecting and preserving artifacts is the primary responsibility 
of a museum. To fulfill this responsibility, the committee 
should: 
a. Establish a firm collection policy so the museum does not 

become burdened with irrelevant materials 
b. Set up an accessions committee or appoint an individual to 

be in charge of accepting donated artifacts. See that ac
cepted objects fit into the general theme of the museum. 

c. Make out an accessions sheet on each collection as it is 
donated and see that the collection is properly catalogued 
as soon as possible Each specimen of a collection must be 
clearly and permanently marked with its catalogue number. 

d. Obtain specific agreements absolving the committee and mu
seum of legal liability for any materials accepted on loan. 



e. Make sure the museum's collections are adequately insured 
and that proper security measures are taken with regard to 
them. These measures should include sufficient fire pro
tection, an alarm system and appropriate security for col
lections in storage. 

f. Use proper methods to restore, conserve and preserve collec
tions. When in doubt as to correct procedures, contact the 
State Museuia Consultant or ask advice from a larger museum 
in your area. 

g. Require that the museum's exhibits be of an educational 
nature and that its artifacts be properly interpreted. It 
is not enough just to display collections of objects. An 
exhibit program must tell a story and carry out a general 
theme, 

h. Insist on attractive and imaginative exhibits. Rotate 
displays regularly to maintain community interest in the 
museum and to complement the local public school curriculum. 
Supplement the rotation of your own program with loan and 
traveling exhibits. (Sources for loan exhibits can be ob
tained through the office of the State Museum Consultant). 

i. Establish and observe a regular schedule of hours for the 
museum. 

j. Be familiar with the publications available in the field of 
museology. These will help you avoid many pitfalls in your 
museum endeavors. (See accompanying list of basic publica
tions for the museum library). 

k. Establish educational programs within the museum so it will 
more effectively serve the community at all levels. 

1. Be aware of the resource files on museum-related suBj^dts 
such as exhibit cases, .exhibit fabricators, lighting, en
vironment, fund raising etc., that are maintained in the 
office of the State Museum Consultant. 

3. FINDING PERSONNEL 
Most county museums must depend on volunteer help. It is recom
mended, however, that you have at least one full-time paid staff 
member as well as part-time paid attendants to keep your museum 
open. Personnel arrangements must be made for: 
a. An attendant to be present at all times the museum is open, 
b. All attendants to have a thorough orientation concerning 

the museum. 
c. All attendants to be familiar with and understand the opera

tion of fire extinguishers, alarm systems, heating and air 
conditioning systems etc., in the museiom. 

d. All personnel to maintain an enthusiastic, friendly and help
ful attitude toward visitors. After all, museums exist to 
serve the public. 

4. STOCKING A BASIC MUSEUM LIBRARY 
The books on this list stress the philosophy of museums and pro
vide hints on daily problem solving in these facilities. Some of 
these publications would make excellent reference.works for your 
Board Members or the volunteer helpers in your museum. 

*Basic Museum Management, George McBeath and S. James Gooding, 
eds. Canadian Museums Association; $2.63. 



^The Management of Small History Museums, Carl E. Guthe. 
American Association for State and Local History; $2.36. 

•̂A Primer on Museum Security, Caroline K. Keck, et al. 
New York Historical Association, Cooperstown; $2.62. 

^Museum Memorabilia, (A summary of the Texas Small Museums 
Institutes). Texas Historical Commission, Austin; free. 

^Introduction to Museum Work, G. Ellis Burcaw. 
American Association for State and Local History; $5.25. 

*The Care of Historical Collections; A Conservation Handbook 
for the Nonspecialist, Per E. Guldbeck. 
American Association for State and Local History; $4.20. 

The Conservation of Antiquities and Works of Art, H.J. Plenderleith. 
Oxford University Press, London; $24,00. 

^A Handbook on the Care of Paintings, Caroline K, Keck. 
American Association for State and Local History; $3.67. 

*A Guide to the Care and Administration of Manuscripts, 
Lucile M. Kane. 
American Association for State and Local History; $2.36. 

*Helpl For the Small Museum, Arminta Neal. 
(Handbook of exhibit ideas and techniques). American 
Association for State and Local History; $10.44. 

*Art Objects, Their Care and Preservation, Frieda Kay Fall. 
American Association for State and Local History; $2.36. 

### 

^Available from THC Museum Services Department 

Sources of Supply for These Publications 

Museum Services Department 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711 

American Association for State and Local History 
1315 Eighth Avenue, South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

American Association of Museums 
2233 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W, 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

For assistance or advice with regard to museum problems, 
or for further details about material in this section, please 
contact Ms. Cindy Sherrell, Museum Services Department, Texas 
Historical Commission, P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, 
Texas, 78711. 
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ARCHEOLOGY 

The Texas Historical Commission has an Archeological Services 
Department with a small professional staff. This staff is prepared 
to assist County Commissions where possible, and needs the coopera
tion of these local bodies in working to preserve our nonrenewable 
archeological resources. 

An important factor in this preservation effort is the record
ing of archeological sites. Hundreds of these sites throughout the 
state have been recorded, and dozens have been further investigated. 
Site recording documents a site with such things as private and pub
lic records, maps, photos, publications etc., and provides for care
ful cataloging and curation of collections of cultural materials. 

The area we know as Texas has been occupied by our predecessors 
for at least 12,000-14,000 years. The recording of archeological 
sites, which are found in each county, preserves this prehistory 
much as our reference books preserve more recent stages of history. 
These sites contain not only the story of humanity's ancient and 
historic ancestors, but also pollen, plant remains, animal bones, 
datable carbon samples and other materials. Properly interpreted, 
such things can show changes in a site's vegetation and climate 
through the years, and can yield other vital data as well. 

Unfortunately, numbers of priceless archeological sites are be
ing destroyed daily by activities such as industrial and urban expan
sion, highway and reservoir construction and, most devastating of 
all, the self-seeking diggings of numerous relic collectors. These 
collectors and pothunters in an afternoon may unearth a boxful of 
artifacts and, in the process, destroy centuries of unique evidence 
concerning a prehistoric settlement. 

To work for the preservation of the archeological sites remain
ing in each county is an urgent, high-priority task. Uniting efforts, 
the State Commission and County Commissions should strive to ensure 
that archeological sites are not destroyed unnecessarily and, in 
cases where destruction becomes unavoidable, see that as much as 
possible in the way of information and material culture present at 
a site will be recovered and preserved. 

In carrying out archeological activities and projects, the 
Archeological Services Department will be guided by and comply with 
the Antiquities Code of Texas (see Handbook Section A) and its Rules 
and Regulations. 

1. What the County Commission Can Do for the Archeological Services 
• Department 

a. Report archeological sites in your area. Include in the re
ports as much as possible of the information requested on the 
sample State of Texas Archeological Site Record (attached with 
accompanying instructions at rear of this section). When pos
sible, also include photos of a site and of specimens left in 



place, plus a map and/or sketch map showing the exact site lo
cation and other details. For additional forms or instruction 
sheets contact the Office of the State Archeologist, 

b. Encourage protection of archeological sites by private land
owners and public officials, (See Application for Designation 
of State Archeological Landmarks in Handbook Section N; and 
National Register Nomination Form in Handbook Section M). 

c. Help fund archeological investigations of any sites which 
are to be destroyed or which should be investigated for some 
other reason. If funding is not feasible, at least express 
strongly your opinion about preservation or study of the sites 
prior to their being significantly altered. 

d. Notify the Archeological Services Department when asked if 
archeological sites in a given area--an area never before exam
ined by a trained specialist--will be affected by construction 
or other important developments. Specifically, contact the 
Department's cultural resource management archeologist. In no 
case assume that sites are not present in a threatened locale 
merely because that locale has not previously been inspected by 
a qualified archeologist. 

e. Actively support the Texas Archeological Society. (See 
membership application at rear of this section). 

What the Archeological Services Department Can Do for the County 
Commission 

a. Point out and interpret the value of archeological resources 
and techniques. 

b. Authenticate sites (dating and identification). Where pos
sible the Department will use its extensive comparative collec
tions to date and identify specimens at a site, in its context. 
Sites will be visited and evaluated in the field, as time and 
resources permit. Bear in mind in this respect that Archeolog
ical Services Department activities are programmed two years 
in advance. 

c. Disseminate information on the preservation of sites. The 
Department will answer inquiries concerning stabilization and 
preservation techniques, cost estimates, bibliographic references 
etc. 

d. Investigate, preserve and retrieve information at sites. As 
part of a long-range plan, the Archeological Services Department 
will selectively excavate and investigate local archeological 
sites, giving first preference to those threatened with destruc
tion or of outstanding quality. 

e. Preserve and analyze collections. The Department will give 
advice and assistance in the preservation, analysis and inter
pretation of collections from archeological sites. 



f. Make suggestions on interpretation. When possible, Arche
ological Services will advise local Coiranissions on reports, 
exhibits etc., of an archeological nature. 

g. Provide archeological reports. (A list of such reports 
available from the Department is included in this section). 

3. Who to Contact 

If County Commissions or individuals have questions concerning 
archeological sites or archeological problems, including such things 
as how to protect sites and how to fund site investigations, they 
should request assistance from the Archeological Services Depart
ment or from one of the qualified archeologists in the following 
list. These individuals, their institutions and/or agencies have 
indicated they are interested in conducting archeological preserva
tion projects (Surveys and Salvage) and are qualified and equipped 
to do so. (This list is subject to revision). 

University of Texas, El Paso 
(Centennial Museum 
El Paso, Tx. 79968) 

Texas Tech University 
(Dept. of Anthropology 
P.O. Box 4569 
Lubbock, Tx. 79409) 

Texas Tech University Museum 
(Texas Tech University 
Box 4499 
Lubbock, Tx. 79409) 

West Texas State University 
(Dept. of Anthropology 

and Geology 
WT Station 
Canyon, Tx. 79015) 

Southern Methodist University 
(Archaeology Research Program 
Dallas, Tx. 75275) 

Southern Methodist University 
(Dept. of Anthropology 
Dallas, Tx. 75275) 

Dr. Rex Gerald 
Mr. Herbert C. Morrow Jr, 
Mr. Thomas C. O'Laughlin 

Dr. William Mayer-Oakes 
Dr. Robert Campbell 

Dr. Mary Elizabeth King 
Dr. Eileen Johnson 
Mr. Charles Johnson 

Dr. Jack T. Hughes 

Dr. S, Alan Skinner 

Dr. Fred Wendorf 
Dr. Joel Shiner 
Dr. Garth Sampson 
Dr. Anthony Marks 
Dr. Ronald K. Wetherington 
Mr. Tom Ryan 
Mr. Frank Servello 
Mr. Mark Lynott 
Mr. Robb Floyd 
Mr. Jeff Richner 
Mr. Joseph Gallagher 
Mr. Peter Jescknig 
Mr. Jim Gallagher 



North Texas State University 
(Institute for Environmental 

Studies 
Denton, Tx. 76203) 

North Texas State University 
(Dept. of Anthropology/ 

Sociology 
Denton, Tx. 76203) 

University of Texas, Arlington 
(Dept. of Anthropology/ 

Sociology 
Arlington, Tx. 76019) 

Richland College 
(Division of Social Sciences 
12800 Abrams Road 
Dallas, Tx. 75231) 

Texas A&M University 
(Archeology Laboratory 
College Station, Tx. 77843) 

Rice University 
(Dept. of Anthropology 
Houston, Tx. 77001) 

University of Texas, 
San Antonio 

(Center for Archaeological 
Research 

San Antonio, Tx. 78285) 

Stephen F. Austin State 
University 

(Dept. of Sociology 
Nacogdoches, Tx. 75961) 

Incarnate Word College 
(4503 Broadway 
San Antonio, Tx. 78209) 

University of Texas, Austin 
(Texas Archeological Survey 
Balcones Research Center 
Rt. 4, Box 189 
Austin, Tx. 78757) 

University of Texas, Austin 
(Texas Archeological Research 

Laboratory 
Balcones Research Center 
Rt. 4, Box 189 
Austin, Tx. 78757) 

Mr. Olin McCormick 
Dr. Kathleen Gilmore 
Dr. Scott Hays 

Dr. Barbara Butler Marx 

Dr. T.R. Hayes 

Dr. J. Parker Nunley 

Dr. Harry Shafer 
Dr. Vaughn Bryant 
Ms. Glenna Williams Dean 

Dr. Frank Hole 

Dr. Tommy Hester 

Dr. James Corbin 

Ms. Suzanna Katz 
Mr. Paul Katz 

Mr. David S. Dibble 
Mr. Elton Prewitt 

Dr. Dee Ann Story 
Dr. Don Hamilton 



University of Texas, Austin 
(Dept. of Anthropology 
Burdine Hall 336 
Austin, Tx. 78712) 

State of Texas 
(Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Tx. 78711) 

State of Texas 
(Texas Highway Department 
11th and Brazos 
Box 307 
Austin, Tx. 78701) 

State of Texas 
(Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept 
Historic Sites Branch 
John H. Reagan Building 
Austin, Tx. 78701) 

Dr. Jeremiah Epstein 
Dr. James A. Neely 
Dr. E. Mott Davis 
Dr. T.N. Campbell 

Mr. Curtis Tunnell 
Mr. James M. Malone 
Mr. Alton K. Briggs 
Mr. Dan Scurlock 
Mr. Barto Arnold 
Mr. Warren Lynn 
Mr. Robert Mallouf 
Mr. John Clark 

Mr. Frank Weir 
Dr. John E. Keller 
Mr. Clive Luke 
Mr. Bruce Fullen 
Mr. Glen Doran 

Mr, Wayne Roberson 
Mr, George Kegley 
Mr. David Ing 

What to Read 

Archeological Services suggests the following works on archeol
ogy: 

Deetz, James. An Invitation to Archaeology. Doubleday, New 
York; 1967. " 

Harrington, J.C. Archaeology and the Historical Society. 
American Association for State and Local History, Nashville, 
Tenn.; 1965. 

Hume, Ivor Noel. A Guide to Artifacts of Colonial America. 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York; 1969, 

Jelks, Edward B., E, Mott Davis, and Henry F, Sturgis (Editors), 
"A Review of Texas Archeology, Part I," Bulletin of the Texas 
Archeological Society, Vol. 29. Austin; 1960. 

Society for Historical Archaeology. Opportunities in Historical 
Archaeology. Prepared by the Society for Historical Archaeology 
Editorial Staff, University of South Carolina, Columbia, S.C. 29208, 

University of Missouri, Stewards of the Past. University of 
Missouri Extension Division, Columbia. 



SUPPLEMENTS 

Office of the State Archeologist Reports 

The following publications still in print may be ordered from 
the Office of the State Archeologist, P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Sta
tion, Austin, Tx., 78711. Those out of print may be obtained through 
the State Archives. Copies reproduced from printed publications are 
available through the Texas Historical Commission at 8o per page. 
Money orders and checks should be made payable to the Texas Histor
ical Commission. 

#1 Schuetz, Mardith K. Historic Background of the Mission San An
tonio de Valero. Archeological Program Report 1, State Building 
Commission, Austin; 1966. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#2 Tunnell, Curtis. A Description of Enameled Earthenware from an 
Archeological Excavation at Mission San Antonio de Valero (The 
Alamo) . Archeological Program Report 2, State Building Commis"-
sion, Austin; 1966. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#3 Greer, John W. A Description of the Stratigraphy, Features and 
Artifacts from an Archeological Excavation at The Alamo. Arche
ological Program Report 3, State Building Commission, Austin; 
1967. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#4 Hays, T.R., and Edward B. Jelks. Archeological Exploration at 
Fort Lancaster, 1966: A Preliminary Report! Archeological Pro
gram Report 4, State Building Commission, Austin; 1966. (OUT 
OF PRINT) 

#5 Davis, E. Mott, and James E. Corbin. Archeological Investiga
tions at Washington-on-the-Brazos State Park in 1966. Archeo
logical Program Report 5, State Building Commission, Austin; 
1967. (OUT OF PRINT) 

i^6 Tunnell, Curtis D. , and J. Richard Ambler. Archeological Exca
vations at Presidio San Agustin de Ahumada, with an historical 
background by John V. Clay, and an appendix by Michael B. Collins 
and Thomas W. McKern. Archeological Program Report 6, State 
Building Commission, Austin; 1967. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#7 Parsons, Mark L. Archeological Investigations in Crosby and 
Dickens Counties, Texas, During the Winter, 1966-1967. Archeo
logical Program Report 7, State Building Commission, Austin; 
1967. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#8 Ambler, J. Richard, Three Prehistoric Sites near Cedar Bayou, 
Galveston Bay Area. Archeology (sic) Program Report 8, State 
Building Commission, Austin; 1967. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#9 Gilmore, Kathleen. A Documentary and Archeological Investiga
tion of Presidio San" Luis de las Amarillas and Mission Santa 
Cruz de San Saba, Menard County, Texas: A Preliminary Report. 
Archeological Program Report 9, State Building Commission, 
Austin; 1967. (OUT OF PRINT) 



#10 Schuetz, Mardith K. The History and Archeology of Mission San 
Juan Capistrano, San Antonio, Texas, Vol. I (of 2 vols.): 
Historical Documentation and Description of the Structures. 
Archeological Program Report 10, State Building Commission, 
Austin; 1968. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#11 Schuetz, Mardith K. The History and Archeology of Mission San 
Juan Capistrano, San Antonio, Texas, Vol. 2 (of 2 vols.): 
D'escription of the Artifacts and Ethno-History of the Coahuil-
tecan Indians. Archeological Program Report 11, State Build
ing Commission, Austin; 1969. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#12 Lorrain, Dessamae. Archeological Excavations in Northwestern 
Crockett County, Texas, 1966-1967. Archeological Program Re
port 12, State Building Commission, Austin; 1968. (OUT OF 
PRINT) 

#13 Story, Dee Ann. Archeological Investigations at Two Central 
Texas Gulf Coast Sites. Archeological Program Report 13, SEate 
Building Commission, Austin; 1968. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#14 Jensen, Harald P., Jr, Archeological Excavations at James S. 
Hogg Birthplace, Rusk, Texas. Archeological Program Report 14, 
State Building Commission, Austin; 1968. 30 pages, illustrated, 
($1.90 + lOo TAX) 

#15 Hester, Thomas Roy. Archeological Investigations in Kleberg 
and Kenedy Counties, Texas, in August, 196/. Archeological 
Program Report 15, State Building Commission, Austin; 1969. 
(OUT OF PRINT) 

#16 Gilmore, Kathleen Kirk, The San Xavier Missions: A Study in 
Historical Site Identification. Archeological Program Report 
16, State Building Commission, Austin; 1969. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#17 Tunnell, Curtis D., and Harald P. Jensen, Jr. Archeological 
Excavations in L3mdon B. Johnson State Park, Summer, 19o8. 
Archeological Program Report 17, State Building Commission, 
Austin; 1969. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#18 Prewitt, Elton R, The Piedra del Diablo Site, Val Verde 
County, Texas, with an appendix by Dan C. Witter, 31 pages, 
illustrated, and Notes on Some Trans-Pecos, Texas, Archeo
logical Material in the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
DTC., 52 pages, illustrated. -Archeological Report 18, Texas 
Historical Survey Committee, Austin; 1970. ($1,90 + lOc TAX) 

#19 Schuetz, Mardith K, Excavation of a Section of the Acequia 
Madre in Bexar County, Texas] 17 pages, illustrated, and 
Archeological Investigations at Mission San Jose in April, 
1968, 32 pages, illustrated. Archeological Report 19, Texas 
Historical Survey Committee, Austin; 1970. ($1.90 + lOc TAX) 

#20 Shafer, Harry J., and Thomas Roy Hester. A Study of the Func
tion and Technology of Certain Bifacial TooTs from Southern" 
Texas. Archeological Report 20, Texas Historical Survey Com-
tion and Technology of Certain Bifacial Tools from Southern 

)logical Report 20, Texas Historical Survey Con 
mittee, Austin; 1971. (OUT OF PRINT) 



#21 Skinner, S. Alan. Historical Archeology of the Neches Saline, 
Smith County, Texas" Archeological Report 21, Texas Historical 
Survey Committee, Austin; 1971. (OUT OF PRINT) 

y/22 Sl-eels, Lydia Lowndes Maury. An Ethnohistorical Survey of 
Texas Indians. Office of the State Archeologist Report 22, 
Texas Historical Survey Committee, Austin; 1972. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#23 Leutenegger, Fr. Benedict, and Fr. Marion A. Habig. The Zaca-
tecan Missionaries in Texas, 1716-1834. Office of the State 
Archeologist Report 23, Texas Historical Survey Committee, 
Austin; 1973. 181 pages, illustrated. ($4.75 + 25o TAX) 

#24 Gilmore, Kathleen. The Keeran Site: The Probable Site of La 
Salle's Fort St. Louis in Texas. Office of the State Archeol
ogist Report 24, Texas Historical Commission, Austin; 1973. 
(OUT OF PRINT) 

#25 Roberson, Wayne R. The Carrington-Covert House: Archeological 
Investigation of a 19th-century Residence in Austin, TexasT 
Office of the State Archeologist Report 25, Texas Historical 
Commission, Austin; 1974. (OUT OF PRINT) 

#26 Hudson, William R., Jr., Warren M. Lynn, and Dan Scurlock. 
Walker Ranch: An Archeological Reconnaissance and Excavations 
in Northern Bexar County, Texas. Office of the State Archeol
ogist Report 26, Texas Historical Commission, Austin; 1974. 
87 pages, illustrated. ($3.32 + 18o TAX) 

#27 Jackson, Marsha F. The George Jowell Ranch Complex: A Report 
on the Preliminary Testing and Evaluation of the ArcheologicaT 
and Architectural Features. Office of the State Archeologist 
Report 27, Texas Historical Commission, Austin; 1975. 48 pages, 
illustrated. ($1.90 + lOo TAX) 

### 

Instruction Sheet for State of Texas Archeological Site Record 

Numbers on this form correspond to those on the Site Record 
Form. When filling out the latter, please place a dash in blanks 
left empty to indicate that the information for which those blanks 
are provided has not been inadvertently omitted. When space pro
vided for any requested piece of information is insufficient, use 
the available blank in each case, footnote it numerically, and put 
additional information on a continuation sheet or sheets. 

Site Designations 

1. SERIAL NUMBER: To be issued by the statewide coordinating 
office; one unique number for each site. 

2, INSTITUTIONAL NUMBER(S): Currently used to designate par
ticipating institutions. The number of each institution is 
followed by that institution's initials as indicated: 
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a. North Texas State University--NTSU 
b. Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum--PPHM 
c. Rice University--RU 
d. Richland College--RC 
e. Southern Methodist University--SMU 
f. State -of Texas--ST 

(1) Texas Highway Department--ST(THD) 
(2) Texas Historical Commission--ST(THC) 
(3) Texas Parks and Wildlife--ST(TPW) 

g. Texas A&M University--A&M 
h. Texas Archeological Society--TAS 
i. Texas Tech University--TTU 
j. University of Texas Arlington--UTAR 
ic. University of Texas Austin--UTA 
1. University of Texas El Paso--UTEP 
m. University of Texas San Antonio--UTSA 
n. No Institutional Affiliation--NIA 

Example: The institutional number for a THC Archeological 
Services Department site in Travis County would be 41TV142. 
This number would be followed by the initials ST(THC), plus 
the initials UTA if a Texas Archeological Research Laboratory 
(TARL) number is used. More than one number may be available 
for an individual site. 

3. NAMES: Give all known names for the site, e.g., the Jones Site, 
Boggy Creek Site etc. 

3.5 SITE DESCRIPTION: Give a short narrative description of the 
site. 

4. ARCHEOLOGICAL LANDMARK: State Archeological Landmark--Check 
Yes, No, In Progress, or Don't Know. 

5. NATIONAL REGISTER: Check Yes, No, In Progress, or Don't Know. 

6. OTHER: Give any other useful related Information (other desig
nations for the site; whether or not site has been included in 
surveys etc.). Example--OTHER: County Historical Marker 

7. ELIGIBLE: Is the site eligible for nomination to the National 
Register, as a State Archeological Landmark or other? Check 
box and specify. 

Location 

8. ADDRESS: Give street or rural address of site, such as 713 
Elm Street; 3 miles NW SH 360; 4 miles SW on County Road 36. 

9. CITY: Name of city closest to site. 

10. COUNTY: Name of county in which majority of site is located. 

11. LEGAL: Give legal description of the property from land records, 
e.g., SW 1/4 SE 1/4 Sec. 27, Smith Survey. Such descriptions 
may be obtained from county clerks or found in deeds and abstracts 



If. LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE: Give.̂  degrees, minutes and seconds. 

13, UTM: Universal Transverse Mercator--grid shown on more recent 
USGS maps. Give grid coordinates for point site and/or for 
archeological zone or district. 

M . ELEVATION: Give elevation and specify units (feet or meters). 
Can give a range of elevations if such is useful. 

15. DRAINAGE: Major drainage system and related information. 
Specify river, creek, intermediate tributary, flow etc. 
Example--DRAINAGE: Red River Basin, Tule Creek Tributary 

16. SOIL: Give type. 

1?, MAP REFERENCES: Give name of institution issuing map(s), such 
as USGS; Quadrangle Name, such as Lake Como, Tex.; and Number, 
such as 2994-223. 

18. HISTORIC MAP REFERENCE: Give name(s) of historic map(s) used, 
e.g., Lewis and Clark Map. 

Ownership 

li. OWNERSHIP: Check appropriate box. 

20* OWNER: Give name, address and phone number, 

%ln CONSULTANT: Give name, address and phone number of local or 
other person with information on the site. Give additional 
information on professional consultants on continuation sheets, 
as necessary. 

II, PROJECT ASSOCIATION(S): Give name(s) of proj^ct(s) with which 
the site is associated, such as similar or otherwise related 
nearby sites. 

Characteristics & Classification 

23. ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS: Check Yes or No. If Yes, also fill in 
Nos. 43-47 of Site Record Form. 

24. TYPE AND PERIOD OF SITE: Check applicable boxes. 

25. ESTIMATED AREA OF OCCUPATION: Give estimate and specify units, 

26. DEPTH OF SITE: Give range of site's depth and specify units. 

Condit;ion 

27. DISTURBED: Check Yes or No. If Yes, specify degree of dis
turbance . 

28. EXCAVATED: Check Yes or No. If Yes, give period(s) of exca
vation. 
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29. ERODED: Check Yes or No. If Yes, specify means an^ degree of 

erocioii. 

30. VAND.ALIZED: Check Yen or No !£ Yes, give degree of vandalism. 

31. DESTROYED: Check Yes or No. If 'I'es, give other comments. 
32. TESTED: Check Yes or No. If Yes, specify period(s) and degree 

of testing. 

32.5 VEGETATION; Specify type and note whether or not it is in cul
tivation. 

33. SPECIAL FEATURES: Check appropriate feature(s), using symbols 
indicated on Site Record Form. 

Data 

34. PHOTOGRAPHS: Check Yes, No, or Don't Knqw. If Yes, state 
when taken and where available. 

35. FIPLD R]?CORDS: Check Yes, No, or Don't Know. If Yes, state 
when iiiade and where available; check type--Catalog, Notes, or 

, Other. If Other, specify. 

36. COLLECTIONS: Check Yes, No, or Don't Know. (Ref^r to No. 33). 
If Yes, state where stored, 

37. DATING: Check Yes, No, or Don't KnPW- If Y^s, check method 
use4 and give date determined. 

38. SPECIAL SAMPLES: Check Yes, No, or Don't Know. If Yes. 
specify what and where stored. 

39. BIBLIOGRAPHY: Check Yes or No an4 specify type. On contin
uation sheets list authors, titles, publication dates and 
sourpes of bibliographic materials. 

40. DOCUMENTS: Check Yes or No. If Yes, specify type and where 
stored. 

41. COUNTY RECORDS: Check Yes or No. If Yes, state where located. 

42. OIIAL HISTORY: Check Yep or No. If Yes, specify who related it. 

Architectural Data . . 

4:̂ . STRUCTURES; Check Yes or No. If Yes, specify number, n̂ tu?:e. 
and date or period. 

44. RUIN?: Check Yes or No. If Yes, specify nati^re, condition 
and extent. 

45. FOUNDATIONS: Check Yes or No. If Yes, specify nature, condi
tion and extent. 
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46. MATERIALS USED: Specify. 

47. STYLES: Specify. Examples--STYLES: Frontier Victorian; 
STYLES: Pueblo; etc. 

Underwater Data 

48. UNDERWATER SITE: Check Yes, No, or Partial. If Partial, 
specify percentage of site underwater. 

49. MAGNETOMETER RECORDS: Check Yes or No. If Yes, state where 
located, 

50. WATER DEPTH: Give depth and check units. Specify body of 
water. 

51. BOTTOM TERRAIN: Check appropriate box. If Other, specify, 

52. CONDITION: Check Good or Poor, 

53. VISIBILITY: Check appropriate box. Give visibility estimate 
in feet. 

54. TESTED: Check Yes or No. If Yes, specify how and when. 

Other Data 

55. SITE WARRANT FURTHER INVESTIGATION: Check Y^s or No, 

56. DATE INVESTIGATED: Give date(s) of official investigation by 
month, day or year, 

57. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Give any additional information useful 
for records and further reconnaissance, 

58. RECORDED BY: Give full name, surname first, 

59. INSTITUTION: Give institution initial(s) as listed in No. 2. 

60. SKETCH MAP ATTACHED: Check Yes or No. (May include other 
drawings such as outlines of points), 

61. PORTION OF LOCATION MAP ATTACHED: Check Yes or No. 

62. CONTINUATIONS: Check Yes or No. If Yes, attach continuations 
of information for those Nos, with insufficient answer space. 
Continuation sheets may be used for sketch maps and/or foot
noted comments. ' 
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SPECIAL INVITATION TO JOIN 
THE TEXAS ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

CODE OF ETHICS 

The practices of buying and selling artifacts for commercial 
purposes, the disregard of proper archeological field techniques, 
and the willful destruction or distortion of archeological data, 
are censured and will provide grounds for expulsion from the Society 
by a three-fourths vote of a quorum of the Board of Directors. Any 
person so expelled shall be notified in writing by the Secretary, 
and his dues are considered to be forfeited. Right of appeal is 
granted, with possibility of reinstatement, by a three-fourths vote 
of a quorum of the Board of Directors. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
ACTIVE 7.50 for the year 19 Texas Archeological Society 
CONTRIBUTING 25.00 for the year 19 Southern Methodist University 
LIFE 150.00 ~~ Box 165 

Dallas, Texas 75222 

PLEASE PRINT 

NAME: 

STREET 

CITY: 

STATE: ZIP 

Please enroll me as a member of the Texas Archeological Society. 
I have checked the type of membership desired and indicated the year, 
Pa3mient is enclosed. 

In applying for membership in the Society, I agree to abide by 
the above code of ethics. 





HISTORICAL PRESERVATION 

I. Introduction 

The responsibilities of the THC Historic Preservation/Restoration/ 
National Register Department fall into several different interrelated 
categories. The primary responsibilities, though, are to administer 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 in Texas. 

II. The National Register 

A. The Program 

The National Register of Historic Places: 

*is the official list of the Nation's cultural resources worthy of 
preservation; 

*makes private property owners eligible to be considetped for Federal 
grants-in-aid for historic preservation through State programs; 

^provides protection through comment by the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation on the effect of federally financed, assisted, 
or licensed undertakings on historic properties, as stated in Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and Executive 
Order 11593. 

The Historic Sites Act o;f 1935 placed the Department of the Interior 
squarely in the field of historic preservation. This act gave exten
sive responsibilities to the Secretary of the Interior to effect a 
national policy of historic preservation and authorized a national sur
vey of sites of exceptional value in United States history. The Na
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 expanded this mandate and 
called for a broadened program for the preservation of all cultural 
property throughout the Nation. The 1966 act states: 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to expand and 
maintain a national register of districts, sites, buildings, 
structures, and objects significant in American history, 
architecture, archeology, and culture, hereinafter referred 
to as the National Register.., 

The role of the Federal Government in preservation activities was 
emphasized on May 13, 1971, with the signing of Executive Order 11593, 
"Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment," which states 
that: 

The Federal Government shall provide leadership in preserving, 
restoring, and maintaining the historic and cultural environ
ment of the Nation. 

Under Section 2(a) of the order the heads of Federal agencies shall: 

1 



...with the advice of the Secretary of the Interior, and in 
cooperation with the liaison officer for historic preservation 
for the State or territory involved, locate, inventory, and 
nominate to the Secretary of the Interior all sites, buildings, 
districts, and objects under their jurisdiction or control 
that appear to qualify for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Federal nominations are submitted through Federal Representatives 
for Executive Order 11593 appointed by the heads of Federal agencies. 

All historic areas in the National Park System, together with those 
properties eligible for designation as national historic landmarks, 
are of national significance and are listed in the National Register. 
Properties of national. State, or local significance may be nominated 
by the States and the Federal agencies and are placed on the Register 
by approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

The National Historic Preservation Act is implemented in cooperation 
with the State Historic Preservation Officers who are responsible for 
administering the National Register program within their jurisdictions. 
Before properties are nominated for inclusion in the National Register 
a continuing statewide survey of historic, architectural, archeological, 
and cultural resources is undertaken. 

Before submission to the National Register, all nominations must 
have been approved by a State review board whose membership includes 
professionals in the fields of architecture (or architectural history), 
history, archeology, and other disciplines. If the property meets 
National Register criteria the board recommends it for nomination to 
the National Register. The nomination is then reviewed by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer, signed, and forwarded to the National 
Park Service. 

The State Historic Preservation Officer and the State review board 
are responsible for the preparation and review of the State's historic 
preservation plan which includes an inventory and analysis of the 
State's historic resources and a program for their protection. The 
National Park Service, acting on behalf of the Secretary of the In
terior, reviews the plan and gives approval. In Volxame III of the 
plan (the Annual Preservation Program), each State has an opportunity 
to update the content of the basic plan (Volumes I and II). 

"The National Register of Historic Places" is published in hard 
cover with pertinent information about each property. The 1972 edition, 
together with its 1974 supplement, contain descriptions of 7,000 
registered properties. A cumulative listing of all National Register 
properties is published each February in the "Federal Register" and 
additions to the National Register are printed the first Tuesday of 
each month. These listings and the hard-cover edition are available 
from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. 



B. Criteria for Evaluation 

The following criteria are designed to guide the States, Federal 
agencies, and the Secretary of the Interior in evaluating potential 
entries (other than areas of the National Park System and national 
historic landmarks) for the National Register: 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, 
archeology, and culture is present in districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
and association, and: 

(A) that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

(B) that are associated with the lives of persons significant 
in our past; or 

(C) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a t3rpe, 
period, or method of construction, or that represent the 
work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or 
that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

(D) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Ordinarily, cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical 
figures, properties owned by religious institutions or used for re
ligious purposes, structures that have been moved from their original 
locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily com
memorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance 
within the past 50 years shall not be considered eligible for the 
National Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are 
integral parts of districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall 
within the following categories: 

(A) a religious property deriving primary significance from 
architectural or artistic distinction or historical 
importance; or 

(B) a building or structure removed from its original location 
but which is significant primarily for architectural value, 
or which is the surviving structure most importantly as
sociated with an historic person or event; or 

(C) a birthplace or grave of an historical figure of outstanding 
importance if there is no other appropriate site or building 
directly associated with his productive life; or 

(D) a cemetery which derives its primary significance from 
graves of persons of transcendent importance, from age, from 
distinctive design features, or from association with historic 
events; or 

(E) a reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suit
able environment and presented in a dignified manner as 
part of a restoration master plan, and when no other build
ing or structure with the same association has survived; or 

(F) a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, 
age, tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with 
its own historical significance; or 



(G) a property achieving significance within the past 50 
years if it is of exceptional importance. 

C. The Nomination Process 

In connection with the nomination of properties to the National 
Register, each state undertakes a continuing survey of its historic 
architectural, archeological, and cultural resources. The survey is 
the basis for a State Historic Preservation Plan, which is organized 
into three volumes. Volume I of this document summarizes the state's 
history and background of its preservation activities, states its 
long-range goals in the area of historic preservation, and explains 
the methods used in realizing these goals. Volume II, an inventory 
of the state's cultural resources, identifies all significant districts, 
sites, buildings, structures, and objects surveyed to date, regard
less of property boundaries or ownership, so that properties which 
meet the criteria can be nominated to the Register. Volume III is 
the annual work program, which must be submitted annually with an 
apportionment warrant stating and explaining the state's request for 
historic preservation grants-in-aid. This volume includes a review 
of the past year's work, updates of Volumes I and II, and plans for 
the next fiscal year. 

The state plan and all nominations submitted to the National 
Register by a state for consideration are ordinarily prepared under 
the supervision of a full-time professional staff, responsible to 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. In Texas, this staff is in 
the Office of National Register Programs, Texas Historical Commission. 
Before submission to the National Register, all nominations must first 
have been approved by a professional Board of Review at the state 
level, composed of recognized experts in such fields as history, 
architecture, archeology, and the fine arts, and representing various 
geographical areas of the state. 

All nominations, when received by the Keeper of the National 
Register in Washington, are recorded in a master file, stamped with 
the date of receipt, and examined carefully to determine that the 
necessary technical requirements have been met. Each nomination is 
then reviewed by the professional staff of the National Register 
against the established criteria before a determination is made on 
the property. Receipt of a nomination does not automatically guar
antee entry in the National Register. Entry becomes official when 
the nomination is approved and signed by the Secretary of the In
terior or his designee. If questions arise concerning the property 
while it is being reviewed, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
will be consulted. Nominations are often returned to the states for 
additional information. When a property does not appear to meet 
criteria of the National Register, the nomination will be returned 
with an explanatory letter. 

The National Register notifies the appropriate senators and 
congressman after a property has been accepted by the Secretary of 
the Interior for inclusion in the National Register. The National 
Register also notifies the State Historic Preservation Officer, who 
is encouraged to notify property owners or appropriate local author
ities wherever possible. 



D. How to Apply for National Register Nomination 

The major steps by which a Texas property is placed on the Na
tional Register are: 

1. The property is examined and documented by the THC staff. 
2. The property is approved or rejected by the professional Board 

of Review. 
3. The formal nomination of the property is sent to the Keeper of 

the National Register in the Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation (OAHP), National Park Service, Department of the 
Interior, Washington, D.C, for final evaluation and acceptance 
as outlined above. 

If you are interested in listing a district, site, building, struc
ture, or object on the National Register, the more specific steps you 
will need to go through are these: 

1. Read the information presented here thoroughly to see if your 
project meets National Register criteria. 

2. Contact the Office of National Register Programs at the Texas 
Historical Commission, P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, 
Texas 78711, or telephone (512) 475-3094. Inform the staff 
that you are interested in having your property listed on the 
National Register and make sure that you understand the pro
cedure involved in submitting your project to the Board of 
Review. 

3. Prepare a written document supplying the information requested 
below under "Guidelines for Completing a National Register Sub
mission. " 

4. Obtain photographic documentation of your property. Preferably, 
this documentation should be in the form of 8 x 10 glossy black 
and white prints, as this type of photograph will be required 
for completion of the official nomination form if the Board of 
Review accepts your project for nomination to the National 
Register. However, old photographs or 35 mm. photographs 
(including slides) may help you convey to the Board of Review 
the significance of your property, and these may be submitted 
as well. The photographs you submit should clearly show the 
aspects of your property which constitute its significance and 
should also provide evidence of its current condition. You 
should indicate on the back of each photo what view of the 
property is shown, e.g., "south facade." 

5. If you do not feel competent to document your property adequately, 
it is possible that the THC National Register staff will be able 
to assist you, and you should discuss this possibility with them. 

6. Notify the THC National Register staff that you are preparing 
the required documentation and that you wish your property to be 
considered by the Board of Review at its next quarterly meeting. 
This notification should be given as far in advance of the board 
meeting as possible, so that your project can be listed on the 
meeting agenda. 

7. Send or take the written and photographic documentation of your 
project to the THC National Register staff as soon as it is ready 
and as long as possible before the Board of Review meeting. The 
THC National Register staff will notify you if anything further 
is required. 



8. The Board of Review will vote at its quarterly meeting whether 
to recommend your property for National Register listing. 

9. After the Board of Review accepts a property, usually the THC 
National Register staff will review and finalize the National 
Register submission, based on the information submitted by the 
property sponsor. Glossy 8 x 10 photographs always form part 
of the completed nomination form. 

10. The completed nomination form is sent by the THC to the Keeper 
of the National Register in Washington, as outlined above. 
Generally, once the Board of Review has recommended a property 
for listing on the National Register, it will be accepted by 
the National Register staff in Washington. However, it is 
possible for it to be rejected there. 

E. Guidelines for Completing a National Register Submission 

The sponsor of a property submitted for nomination to the National 
Register must supply complete, accurate information concerning his 
district, site, building, structure or object. The form for supplying 
this information is contained in the guidelines below, which correspond 
to the categories of information required on the official "National 
Register of Historic Places Inventory--Nomination Form." (See sample 
nomination form at rear of this section.) The questions below have 
been designed primarily with single structures in mind. If you have 
a geographically definable area, urban or rural, possessing a signifi
cant concentration of buildings or sites which are united by past events 
or aesthetically by plan or physical environment, such an area can 
qualify for nomination as an historic district. Requirements for a 
district nomination are listed following item no. 10, geographical 
data. 

1. Name. Please specify both the historic name and the common 
name, if these are different. The historic name ordinarily 
represents the original owner or builder, significant persons 
or events associated with the property, original or later sig
nificant uses of the property, innovative or unusual character
istics of the property, or accepted professional, scientific, 
technical or traditional names. The historic name should be 
one which will continue to be meaningful regardless of changes 
in occupancy or use. The common name is that by which the 
property is known locally. 

2. Location. Include the number and name of the street or road 
on which the property is located, the city or town, the county, 
the state, and the congressional district. 

3. Classification. 
S"! Category^ Is your property a district, building(s), struc

ture, site or object? 
B. Ownership. Is ownership public, private, or both? 
C. Public Acquisition. Is public acquisition in process or 

being considered? 
D. Status. Is the property occupied, unoccupied, or subject 

to work in progress? 
E. Accessibility. Is the property accessible on a restricted 

basis, on an unrestricted basis, or not at all? 



F. Present Use. For what activities is the property now 
used--agricultural, commercial, educational, entertainment, 
government, industrial, military, museum, park, private 
residence, religious, scientific, transportation, or other 
types? 

4. Owner of Property. Supply name, street and number, city and 
state. 

5. Location of Legal Description. Usually the legal description 
is kept on file in the County Clerk's office of the County 
Courthouse. The chain of title and the book and page reference 
to the title are not necessary. Supply the office, agency, 
street and number, city and state. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. Has the property ever been 
recorded in any historical, architectural or archeological sur
vey (national, state or local)? Examples of such surveys are 
the Historic American Buildings Survey and the National Historic 
Landmarks Program. 

7. Description. 
A^. What is the property's present condition--excellent, good, 

fair, deteriorated, ruins, or unexposed? ("Ruins" or 
"unexposed" generally refer to archeological sites.) 

B. Describe the structure as it was originally built, mention
ing outbuildings, main materials on the exterior, etc. 

C. Give a brief account of the construction of the structure, 
including acquisition of materials, special requirements 
and employment of techniques or materials no longer in 
use. 

D. What additions or alterations have been made to the struc
ture over the years? When were they made? By whom? Has 
the building been moved? When and from where? Be as spe
cific as possible. 

E. What is the current condition of the structure? Who is 
responsible for its upkeep? What will it be used for in 
the foreseeable future? 

F. If available, copies of historic photographs showing the 
structure in its original and interim conditions should be 
provided. 

8. Significance. 
A. When was the structure erected? Provide documented proof 

of this date. 
B. Was there any specific motivation for erecting this struc

ture? For example, was it on an early emigrant route or 
cattle trail, located in a boom town, etc.? 

C. Who built the structure, or had it built? Give a short 
personal history of this person, including birth and death 
dates. Do likewise for all other important owners or resi
dents of the structure. 

D. If the structure is other than a family residence, give a 
short history of each group which has been associated with 
it, such as churches, schools, governmental offices, social 
or cultural institutions, businesses, etc. 

E. If the property is a public building, such as a courthouse, 
include a brief history of the city or county in which it 
is located, and note whether or not there were previous 
buildings serving its purpose. 



F. Who were the architect(s) or contractor (s) involved with 
the building? 

G. What role or roles has the structure filled in the com
munity over the years? 

9. Bibliography. Attach a bibliography of published or printed 
material dealing with the structure, a list of oral interview 
sources and dates, and the name(s) and address(es) of the 
author(s) of this written documentation. Use a standard bib
liographical style, listing each work's author, full title, 
date and location of publication, and publisher. For an 
article, list the magazine or journal in which it was pub
lished, with volume, number, date, and page numbers. For an 
unpublished manuscript, indicate where copies are available. 

10. Geographical Data. Include approximate acreage and exact 
location of the property in relation to surrounding streets, 
highways, etc., to provide a clear description of property 
boundaries. 

Guidelines for Completing a National Register Submission Nominating 
An Historical District" 

1. Determine the boundaries for the district. These should be 
clearly drawn on a map and described verbally, so that there 
will be no question in the future as to the exact boundaries. 
The verbal boundary description should include street names, 
property lines, geographical features, etc., which separate 
the property from its surroundings. Also include the approxi
mate acreage of the district. 

2. Survey each building within the district. No building should 
be excluded because it is undesirable or of recent vintage. 
For unimportant structures an address and map location is all 
that is necessary. For important structures provide historical 
information and architectural descriptions. 

3. Provide a current map of the district, showing each structure. 
Consult your own town or city clerk or county planning officials 
for information about the existence of a map. Some areas have 
insurance maps and tax maps. If available, an aerial photo
graph is helpful. Color coding the structures on the map to 
show different historical periods and modern intrusions is also 
helpful to the THC. 

4. If the city involved is not yet listed on the state inventory, 
8 X 10 black and white, glossy photographs will be needed. 
Old photographs might also be provided, as they help give his
torical perspective to the district. 

5. Describe the present and original condition. 
a. General description of types, styles or periods of archi

tecture represented in a district: scale, proportions, 
materials, color, decoration, workmanship, design quality. 

b. General physical relationships of buildings to each other 
and to environment: facade lines, street plans, parks, 
squares, open spaces, structural density, plantings, im
portant natural or geographical features. 

c. Present and original uses of buildings: commercial, resi
dential; indicate successful adaptive uses. Name all 
Federally owned buildings. 
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d. General condition of buildings: restoration or rehabil
itation activities, alterations. 

1« Intrusions: include ratio and size of intrusions com
pared to the number of buildings within the district. 

f. Qualities which make the district distinct from its sur
roundings . 

6. Statement of Significance. 
a. Concise statement of why the district is significant. 
b. Origins and historical development of the district: in

clusive dates, architects, builders, designers, planners; 
relate district to historical development of its environment, 

c. Significant people or events associated with the district 
as a whole or with individual elements within the district. 

d. Preservation and/or restoration activities in the district 
(if considered to contribute to the significance for which 
the district is nominated). 

e. Discussion of any additional areas of significance. 

G. Matching Grants-in-Aid for Historic Preservation 

The National Historic Preservation Act authorizes Federal grants-
in-aid to the states. The total amount of grants-in-aid allotted each 
year to each state is decided by the National Park Service, after ap
propriation by Congress. These grants may be used for statewide sur
veys, preparation of statewide historic preservation plans, and acqui
sition and restoration of selected properties. Grants for selected 
preservation projects are made through the states to eligible public 
and private recipients. 

To qualify for aid, properties must be listed in the National 
Register, be consistent with a statewide historic preservation plan 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior, and need financial assistance, 

Grants may be made for not more than 50 per cent of the total cost 
of acquisition and/or restoration of a property. 

HOW TO APPLY FOR A GRANT-IN-AID 

If you are interested in restoring and/or acquiring a property 
which is listed on the National Register, you are eligible to apply for 
a National Historic Preservation Act grant-in-aid. The steps by which 
a grant-in-aid is awarded are these: 

1. You must submit an "Application for Grants-in-Aid Assistance 
from the Texas Historical Commission" (See sample form at rear 
of this section) before March 1 of any year. You should expect 
to wait approximately nine months before finding out whether 
your project has been awarded a grant. An application received 
before March 1, 1975, for example, would be asking for funds 
for Federal fiscal year 1976, which begins July 1, 1975. How
ever, the money would probably not be available until after 
January 1, 1976. When you submit an application for a restora
tion project, you are not required to have plans and specifica
tions. What you need is evidence that the proposed restoration 
work would be of benefit to the property and that you have, 



or expect to have, funds to match the amount you are re
questing. When you submit an application for an acquisi
tion project, you are required to have reasonable assurance 
of the market value of the property. The application should 
be submitted to the THC National Register Grants-in-Aid Co
ordinator. 

2. The THC National Register staff will assign its priority 
rankings to all applications for grants-in-aid and forward 
these recommendations to the State Historic Preservation 
Officer. 

3. After appropriations and total allotment for the state have 
been decided at the national level, the Texas Historical Com
mission will make the final determination as to which specific 
projects in Texas will receive funds, 

4. If your project is selected to receive a grant-in-aid, you 
will be notified by the THC staff and advised of specific de
tails concerning the administration of the grant. However, it 
should be noted that any acquisition of property funded must 
have a professional appraisal of the property prior to release 
of funds. It is essential that purchase of such property not 
be executed until the release of grants funds has been approved 
formally by the National Park Service. In the case of a res
toration project selected for aid, plans and specifications, 
working drawings, photographs or other documentation must re
ceive National Park Service approval prior to commencement of 
work. 

H. The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

In the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Congress estab
lished the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to advise the 
Congress and the President. The Council is composed of the Secretaries 
of Interior, Housing and Urban Development, Commerce, Treasury, Trans
portation, and Agriculture; the Attorney General; the Administrator 
of the General Services Administration; the Chairman of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation; the Secretary of the Smithsonian Insti
tution; and 10 nonfederal members appointed by the President. 

In addition to its other duties, the Council advises and assists 
Federal departments and agencies in discharging their historic preser
vation responsibilities. To ensure proper consideration of the value 
of National Register properties in the Federal planning and programming 
process. Congress gave the Advisory Council an unusual power of review. 
In Section 106, the act provides that: 

The head of any Federal agency having direct or indirect 
jurisdiction over a proposed Federal or federally assisted 
undertaking in any State and the head of any Federal 
department or independent agency having authority to license 
any undertaking shall, prior to the approval of the expenditure 
of any Federal funds on the undertaking or prior to the issuance 
of any license, as the case may be, take into account the effect 
of the undertaking on any district, site, building, structure, 
or object that is included in the National Register. The head 
of any such Federal agency shall afford the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation....a reasonable opportunity to com
ment with regard to such undertaking, 
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While Federal agencies are required to obtain the comments of the 
Council when any Federal, federally assisted, or federally licensed 
project affects a National Register property, this section gives the 
Advisory Council no veto over such undertakings. However, it does 
ensure that historical values will be thoroughly considered in Federal 
project planning. When conflicts with historical values cannot be 
avoided, the Advisory Council provides a high-level forum for assessing 
the public interest and recommending courses of action. Under Sections 
1(3) and 2(b) of Executive Order 11593 and the Advisory Council's 
"Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Property," 
36 CFR Part 800, the Council's review authority is extended to properties 
determined by the Secretary of the Interior to be eligible for National 
Register listing. 

In evaluating "effect" within the meaning of Section 106 and the 
Executive Order, the Council is guided by the following criteria: 

A Federal, federally assisted, or federally licensed under
taking shall be considered to have an effect on a National 
Register property or property eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register (districts, sites, buildings, structures, 
and objects, including their settings) when any condition 
of the undertaking causes or may cause any change, beneficial 
or adverse, in the quality of the historical, architectural, 
archeological, or cultural character that qualified the 
property under the National Register criteria. Generally, 
adverse effects occur in conditions which include, but are 
not limited to: 

1. Destruction or alteration of all or part of a property. 
2. Isolation from, or alteration of, its surrounding en

vironment . 
3. Introduction of visual, audible, or atmospheric elements 

that are out of character with the property and its 
setting. 

4. Transfer or sale of a federally owned property without 
adequate conditions or restrictions regarding preservation, 
maintenance, or use. 

5. Neglect of a property resulting in its deterioration or 
destruction. 

A booklet, "Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: To Advise, 
Recommend, Encourage, Coordinate, Assist," may be obtained by request 
from the Executive Director, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
Suite 1030, 1522 K Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 20005. 

Ill, Explanations Useful in State Historic Preservation 

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK is the designation given to the most 
treasured and significant buildings in the state and the nation; such 
designation may be made only by the Department of the Interior. A 
National Historic Landmark, or "NHL" (e.g., the Alamo), is also listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

A RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK is designated by the Texas 
Historical Commission under Section 12 of Art. 6145, Nominations 
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for such designation are evaluated according to criteria set forth in 
the state's marker policies (See Handbook Section J); these criteria 
differ from those for the National Register. The final determination 
of a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark is made by the THC on the recom
mendation of its Marker Committee. 

Section 12 of Art. 6145 also requires that notice be given to the 
THC prior to any major proposed alteration that "may damage the his
toric and architectural integrity" of a Recorded Texas Historic Land
mark. This notice provides the Commission the opportunity to help 
preserve a threatened structure. Violators of the notice requirement 
are subject to a civil penalty provided for in Section 24 of Art. 6145, 

A publicly-owned Recorded Texas Historic Landmark is protected 
as well under the Antiquities Code (See Handbook Section A). 

Notice is also required under Section 14 of Art. 6145 before al
teration of any COUNTY COURTHOUSE, new or old. Again, such notice 
provides the THC a reasonable opportunity to prevent undue damage to 
a threatened courthouse, and, again, a civil penalty can be imposed 
upon violators of this requirement (under Section 24 of Art. 6145). 
The statute also applies to former courthouses that have been rele
gated to other uses. 

IV. The THC Historic Preservation/Restoration/National Register 
Department 

A. How We Can Help You 

There are other ways, in addition to those described previously, 
in which we can help you with your local preservation efforts. 

Sometimes our staff can consult you on preservation/restoration 
matters or, if a project you are working on warrants it, we can find 
someone to advise you on a very limited basis. As a general rule, 
though, you or the owners of an historic building involved in a 
preservation/restoration project should hire your own professional 
consultants for the project. To aid you in this regard we can provide 
names of available restoration architects, contractors, archeologists, 
etc. 

We can provide documents explaining the National Register program, 
preservation grants and legislation, etc., mostly at no cost. We 
can also provide, possibly for a nominal charge, titles of publica
tions on historic preservation. 

We can supply, at no cost. Volume I of our State Historic Plan 
(until we run out). Volume II, a complete county-by-county listing 
of the state's historic resources, is available as a computer print
out whose cost will be quoted on request. You should have an up-to-
date computer copy of your county inventory as kept on record by the 
National Register office. 

We can also provide, for a possible charge, periodic National 
Register lists for the state. 
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B.- Hpw YGU Can Help Us 

Ir Assist in our statewide coimprehensive survey by surveying, 
recording and publicizing the inventory of historic sites and 
structures in your county. This is extremely important, as 
the comprehensive survey is a basis for National Register 
nominations.. This survey is included m the State Historic 
Preservation Plan, and is necessary to determine where con
flicts occur under Section 106 of the Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966 

2, Assist in research for and preparation of National Register 
nomination forms, and nominate worthy sites or structures m 
your area/survey. If your nominations appear to meet the 
basic qualifications, the National Register staff will present 
them to the Board of Reviev;. 

3. Acquaint yourself with the grant-in-aid program for the ac
quisition or development of National Register properties; this 
program is a valuable tool for historic preservation * The TFT. 
makes the final determination as to which Texas projects are 
allocated grant-in-aid money.. Grants have been used on such 
diverse projects as: (1) archeological recovery of valuable 
cultural material; (2) engineering studies to help protect 
our most valuable structures; (3) underwater recovery of arti
facts; (4) restoration of an historic structure to its original 
appearance; (5) stablilization of a deteriorating historic 
building; (6) acquisition of an historic building before its 
demolition. 

Funds from other federal grant programs generally cannot 
be used for historic preservation^ However, some Housing and 
Community Development Act grants may be obtained for this pur
pose; you may want to check into this possibility in your com
munity, 

4. Keep the THC informed of any adverse conditions etc., affect
ing your Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks. Communication m 
this area between the County Commission and the THC is important, 

5. Similarly, inform the THC about all proposed major remodellings 
etc., of your county courthouse(s), especially when demolition 
of a courthouse is being considered. In such a case, we may 
be able to provide expert advice on alternatives 

*The Federal fiscal year, which formerly began July 1, now 
begins October 1. Therefore, a grant-in-aid application re
ceived before April 1, 1977, for example, would be asking for 
funds for Federal fsical year 1978, which begins October 1, 
1977. However, the money would probably not be available until 
after December 31, 1977 Applications should be submitted to 
the THC National Register Grants-in-Aid Coordinator, 
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APPLICATION FOR GRANT-IN-AID ASSISTANCE FROM 
THE TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Project Title Acquisition_ 
Development_ 

Gross Cost $ Private Share $ 
(At least ^ of gross) 

Amount of Grant Requested $ (Up to 50% of gross) 

Address of Property 

Ownership of Property 

Contact Person: (A) Name 

(B) Address 

(C) Phone Number 

Is the applicant willing to comply with the policies and procedures 
of the grant program of the National Park Service? 

What is the source of the matching share of the restoration or 
acquisition costs? (The matching share cannot be obtained from 
a source of federal funds; with the federal funds of the Housing 
and Community Development Act Programs being the only exception.) 

3. Estimated costs by work categories should be submitted for pro
posed restoration projects,, 
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ANTIQUITIES 

Created by an act of the Legislature in 1969, the Antiquities 
Code of Texas, Article 6145-9, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes (See 
Handbook Section A), provides for a seven-member Texas Antiquities 
Committee. The main task of the Texas Antiquities Committee is the 
protection and preservation of our state's cultural--prehistoric, 
historic and architectural--resources. The offices of the Texas 
A.ntiquities Committee are located with those of the Texas Historical 
Commission, and may be reached through P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station, 
.Austin, TX 78711 (512-475-6328). 

Sections 5 and 6 of the Texas Antiquities Code protect significant 
shipwrecks, Indian camp grounds and burial sites, historic buildings 
(including county courthouses), old farmsteads, forts and missions--
as well as the artifacts associated with them--that are located on 
lands belonging to the state of Texas or to any county, city or polit
ical subdivision of the state. While many sites of cultural importance 
are already known and protected, utilization of this law and its pro
cedures has preserved several hundred important, heretofore-unknown 
prehistoric and historic sites which record much of our heritage. 

The Texas Antiquities Code, while unique to Texas, is a part of 
the growing body of law which is concerned with the protection of our 
cultural environment. The Antiquities Code is utilized in conjunction 
with the Federal Antiquities Act of 1906, the Historic Sites Act of 
1935, the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the President's Executive Order 
11593 and, most recently, the Archeological Preservation Act of 1974 
(P.L. 93-291). These laws are designed to determine site locations 
and protect sites from destruction or disturbance by federal actions, 
just as the Texas Antiquities Code protects sites from destruction or 
disturbance by state actions. The laws are also intended to enhance 
those sites which merit special consideration and treatment by placing 
them on the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Antiquities Code is Texas' response to the growing need to 
protect our nation's cultural endowment. The County Chairman is a 
reflection of this response at the local level. As a County Chairman, 
you will find the Texas Antiquities Code a useful tool for historic 
preservation. It provides the legal framework for protection and 
preservation at municipal, county and regional levels. It deals with 
the entire spectrum of human activity in Texas' past: Village sites 
where our native American antecedents perfected the domestication of 
squash, beans, tomatoes and many varieties of corn; the shipwrecks and 
missions of our Spanish period; a burial ground at the Alamo; a Con
federate gun emplacement; Speaker Sam Rayburn's home in east Texas. 
It protects your courthouse, your public building of historical sig
nificance, your communities' cultural heritage. By utilizing both thi.s 
r̂ ecent mandate and the tact and vision offered by successful leaders in 
the past, you can help preserve our past for the future. 





Texas Antiquities Committee 
Office of the State Archeologist 
355.01 

General Rules of Practice and Procedure 
355.01.001-.016 

.001. Authority 
The Antiquities Committee was created by the Antiquities 

Code of Texas, Senate Bill No. 58, Acts of the 61st Legislature, 
Second called Session, 1969, and codified as Article 6145-9 in 
Vernon's Civil Statutes. 

.002. Object of Rules 
The Antiquities Committee is specifically empowered to 

"promulgate reasonable rules and regulations concerning salvage 
and other study of state archeological landmarks" as well as 
having other powers specifically outlined in the Antiquities 
Code of Texas. 

.003. Scope of Rules 
State Archeological Landmarks include "all sites, objects, 

buildings, pre-twentieth century shipwrecks and locations of his
torical, archeological, educational or scientific interest in
cluding, but not limited to, prehistoric and historic American 
Indian or aboriginal campsites, dwellings, and habitation sites, 
archeological sites of every character, treasure embedded in the 
earth, sunken or abandoned ships and wrecks of the sea, or any 
part of the contents thereof; maps, records, documents, books, 
artifacts, and implements of culture in any way related to the 
inhabitants, prehistory, history, natural history, government, 
or culture in, on, or under any of the lands of the State of. 
Texas, including the tidelands, submerged lands, and the bed of 
the sea within the jurisdiction of the State of Texas." Section 
6 of the Code provides that historical and archeological sites 
on lands belonging to any county, city, or other political sub
division of the State of Texas are State Archeological Landmarks 
and may not be taken, altered, damaged, destroyed, salvaged or 
excavated without a permit from the Texas Antiquities Committee. 
Also protected under the Antiquities Code of Texas are specially 
designated archeological landmarks on private property, as well 
as all "American Indian or aboriginal paintings, hieroglyphics, 
or other marks or carvings on rock or elsewhere which pertain to 
early American or aboriginal habitation of the country." The 
Antiquities Committee is further empowered to "provide for a 
system of permits and contracts for salvage of treasures embedded 
in the earth and the excavation or study of archeological and 
historical sites and objects." 

.004. Definitions 
These definitions are applicable to the Antiquities Code of 

Texas (Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes, Article 6145-9), and to 
the Rules and Regulations of the Texas Antiquities Committee. 



a. Antiquities 
The tangible aspects of the past which relate to h;aman life 

and culture. Some examples include objects, pral and written his
tories, architectural designs, cultural traditions and patterns, 
art forms and technologies. 

b. Appropriate Historical or x\rcheological Authorities 
For purposes of implementing the Antiquities Code of Texas, the 

Texas Antiquities Committee, P.O.Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin 
78711, working with the Texas Historical Commission, is the statu
torily created body responsible for protecting and preserving State 
Archeological Landmarks. In cases where federal statutes apply, 
appropriate authorities include the Secretary of the Interior, the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, the State Archeologist and their 
designated representatives. 

c. Cultural Resources 
Any building, site, district, structure, object, pre-twentieth 

century shipwreck, data and locations of historical, archeological, 
educational or scientific interest, including but not limited to 
prehistoric and historical American Indian or aboriginal cam.pv«5ites, 
dwellings, and habitation sites, archeological sites of every char
acter, treasure embedded in the earth, sunken or abondoned ships and 
wrecks of the sea or any part of the contents thereof; maps, records, 
documents, books, artifacts, and implements of culture in any way 
related to the inhabitants, prehistory, history, natural history, 
government, or culture. Examples of cultural resources include 
Indian mounds and camp grounds, aboriginal lithic resource areas, 
;̂arly industrial and engineering sites, rock art, early cottage and 
craft industry sites, bison kill sites, cemetaries, battlegrounds, 
all manner of historical structures, local historical records, etc. 

d. Cultural Resources Reconnaisance 
A literature search and record review plus an on-the-ground 

surface esaminations of selected portions of an area adequate to 
assess the general nature of the resource probably present. Test 
excavations may bv required at some sites so that evaluations may 
be adequately accomplished. This level of investigation is appro
priate to prelininary planning decisions a^d will be of assistance 
in determining viable project alternatives. 

e. Cultural Resources Survey 
An intensive on-the-ground survey of an area sufficient to 

permit determination of the number and extent of the resources 
present, their scientific importance, and the time factors and cost 
of investigation, preserving, recovering or otherwise studying or 
mitigating adverse effects on them. This level of investigation 
is appropriate when a construction project has been authourized and 
finally formulated. 

f. Environmental Data 
Presently available information as well as data derived as an 

adjunct to an archeological investigation which includes, but is 
not limited to, area drainage, physiography, surface and subsurface 
geology, soils, flora, fauna, climate, the alteration of prehistoric 
and historic landforms and so forth. The implications of present 



and/or hypothetical microenvironments should be presented when 
sufficient data allow for such inferences. The above elements of 
the environment through time must be considered during attempts to 
reconstruct past technological, subsistence and settlement patterns. 

g. Excavation 
The principal recovery mode of archeology. Emphasis is placed 

on evidence rather than artifacts. In excavation, the archeological 
deposits are removed by digging and so destroyed. The destruction 
can be justified only if: 

(1) it is done with such care that all antiquities and all cultural 
and environmental data in the area excavated are discovered and, 
if possible, preserved--however faint the surviving trace may be. 

(2) all information has been accurately recorded, whether its impor
tance is immediately recognized or not, to remain available after 
the site has disappeared. 

(3) the record and results of the investigation are rapidly made 
available through publication. 

The evidence from a skillfully accomplished archeological ex
cavation provides a detailed picture of the human activities at the 
site. 

h. Institutions 
Sponsoring entities which have full-time, experienced research 

personnel capable of handling major archeological investigations. 
Such institutions must contain adequate library holdings pertinent 
to archeological investigation, including archeology, architecture, 
history and environment. The institution must provide adequate 
field equipment and laboratory facilities for analysis, interpreta
tion and storage, and must have the technical capability to produce 
a finished report on any investigation. 

i. Mitigation 
The amelioration of losses of significant cultural resources, 

accomplished through preplanned actions to preserve or recover the 
maximum amount of data by application of current professional tech
niques and procedures < 

j. National Register 
The National Register of Historic Places is a register of dis

tricts, sites, buildings, structures and objects significant in 
American history, architecture, archeology and culture, maintained 
by the Secretary of the Interior. Information concerning the 
National Register is available through the State Historic Preserva
tion Officer, Texas Historical Commission. 

k. Professional Personnel 
Appropriately trained specialists required to perform an ade

quate archeological investigation. These personnel include: 

(1) Principal Investigator--A professional archeologist or under
water archeologist with demonstrated competence in field 
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archeology and laboratory analysis, as well as experience in 
administration, logistics, personnel deployment, report publica
tion and fiscal management. The Principal Investigator must 
have at least three months' full-time experience in a super
visory role involving complete responsibility for a major porcion 
of a project of comparable complexity to that which is to be 
undertaken under permit. The Principal Investigator must have 
demonstrated the ability to disseminate the results of archeo
logical investigation in published form conforming to current 
professional standards. The Principal Investigator must remain 
on-site a minimum of 25% of the time required for the field in
vestigation and must be a coauthor of the project report. When 
not on-site, the Principal Investigator must provide a Field 
Archeologist to supervise the field investigation. In the event 
of controversy or court challenge, the Principal Investigator 
shall testify concerning report findings. 

(2) Professional Archeologist--One who has a graduate degree in 
archeology or anthropology from an accredited institution of 
higher education, or the equivalent as approved by the Antiquities 
Committee, with a miniratim of two archeological field seasons 
under competent supervision, and who has published results of 
archeological investigations in scholarly journals. 

(3) Underwater Archeologist--One who is a professional archeologist 
and, in addition, is a competent diver with a minimum of two full 
seasons in underwater archeological testing or excavation proj
ects. Training and experience sufficient for safe and proficient 
use of the specialized underwater remote sensing survey, excava
tion and mapping techniques and equipment are required. 

(4) Underwater Archeological Surveyor--One who has training and ex
perience sufficient for the safe and proficient supervision of 
appropriate remote sensing survey equipment operation, as well as 
for interpretation of survey data for anomalies and geomorphic 
features that may have some probability of association with sub
merged aboriginal sites and sunken vessels. This individual may 
represent the archeological interests on board the survey vessel 
in the absence of an underwater archeologist .Ihtit his data anal
ysis must be reviewed by a supervising underwater archeologist 
as defined in (3) above. 

Rock Art ^ 
All manner of carvings, scratchings and paintings on rocks, 

which relate to human life and culture, including but not limited 
to, American Indian pictographs and petroglyphs, historical graffiti 
and inscriptions, religious and genealogical records. 

Significance 
Attributable to districts, sites, buildings, structures and ob

jects of historical, architectural, and archeological (cultural) 
value when such properties are included in or have been determined 
by the Secretary of the Interior to be eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places. Similarly, attributable to 
State Archeological Landmarks protected by the Texas Antiquities 
Committee. 



n. Site 
Any place containing evidence of human activity. 

o. State Archeological Landmark 
Any cultural resource located in, on, or under the surface oi 

any lands belonging to the State of Texas or any county, city, or 
other political subdivision of the State. They are the sole property 
of the State of Texas, except those in areas on private lands within 
the State of Texas which have been designated, pursuant to Section 
7, V.T.C.S., Article 6145-9, as "State Archeological Landmarks." 

p. State Historic Preservation Officer 
The official within each state, authorized by the State at the 

request of the Secretary of the Interior, to act as liaison for 
purposes of implementing the National Historic Preservation Act. 

q. Testing 
Application of current archeological techniques to the investiga

tion and evaluation of one or more sites. Testing must be accom
plished in such a way as to recover the maximum amount of archeo
logical, historical and scientific data, through detailed examination 
of a representative sample of the site(s). The same care must be 
exercised in testing as is described for excavation of sites. Test
ing must result in the recovery of data, specimens and samples re
lating to the total cultural content of the site(s). Results of 
testing will be utilized in preservation of the remaining portions 
of the resource. 

r. Texas Antiquities Conmiittee 
Committee created by the Texas Antiquities Code to determine the 

site of, and to designate, and to remove from such designation (if 
determined to be of no further historical, archeological, educational 
or scientific value) State Archeological Landmarks, to contract or 
otherwise provide for the discovery and salvage operations, and to 
consider the requests for and issue the permits provided for, and 
to protect and preserve the cultural resources of Texas. 

005. Application for Permit 

a. Justification for Investigation 
The need for a project must be established and clearly stated 

in the application. Investigations undertaken on State Archeological 
Landmarks must be oriented toward solving a particular research 
problem, preparation of a site for public interpretation, or for the 
purpose of salvaging information and specimens from a site threatened 
with immediate destruction. 

b. Eligibility for Application 
Permits to conduct investigations of any nature on State Archeo

logical Landmarks, as defined in the Texas Antiquities Code, will be 
issued exclusively by the Texas Antiquities Committee under the con
ditions provided in the Antiquities Code and in these Rules and Regu
lations. Permits will be issued by the Texas Antiquities Committee 
to scientific and educational institutions, nonprofit corporations 
and organizations, and governmental agencies which have demonstrated 
their ability to carry out proper archeological investigations and 



whose staffs include one or more professional archeologists who 
will supervise the project. Permits may also be issued to indi
viduals and private corporations who: 

(1) retain a professional archeologist to be in direct charge of the 
project from field investigation through preservation of collec
tions and analysis of data to reporting of results. 

(2) provide proof that adequate funds, equipment, facilities, and 
personnel are available to properly conduct the investigation 
as proposed to the Antiquities Committee, and to report the 
results. 

State or local archeological societies wishing to conduct in
vestigations on State Archeological Landmarks must be sponsored by 
a scientific or educational institution or reputable museum, whose 
staff includes a professional archeologist to supervise the project. 

Permits for limited investigations may also be issued to par
ticularly qualified individuals who, in the judgment of the Texas 
Antiquities Committee, are qualified to undertake and complete a 
specific project of limited scope, under the supervision of a pro
fessional archeologist. 

Application for Permit 
Any institution, corporation, organization, museLom, or individual 

desiring a permit for investigation of a State Archeological Landmark 
should file an application with the Texas Antiquities Committee, P.O. 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, TX 78711, at least two months 
prior to the proposed beginning date of the project. Special circum
stances may require that a permit be issued on short notice when a 
site is threatened with immediate destruction, in which case the 
Chairman may poll the Committee for an immediate decision. When a 
permit is issued for emergency salvage of a site threatened with 
destruction, the same rules and regulations apply as with all other 
permits. The permit application should include: 

(1) a statement of the purpose of the investigation 

(2) an outline of the proposed work 

(3) proposed beginning date for the fieldwork and the length of 
time which will be devoted to fieldwork 

(4) the proposed date of submission of report on the results of 
the investigation 

(5) name and address of the Principal Investigator 

(6) an accurate sketch plan of the particular site or area to be 
investigated and a locational map indicating the latitude and 
longitude or U.T.M. coordinates 

(7) the name of the facility where the specimens, material, and 
data will be kept during analysis of results of the investigation 



(8) evidence of adequate funds, personnel, equipment and facilities 
to properly complete the proposed investigation. 

006. Permit Categories 
Several categories of permits, oriented toward specific t3^es of 

investigations, are issued by the Antiquities Committee. 

a. Reconnaissance or Survey 
These permits are designed for the purpose of assessment of 

cultural resources of a specific area by searching for sites, in
cluding visual examination of the surface, recording of data, plus 
use of specialized equipment such as magnetometers and metal detec
tors. Under these permits, investigation is limited to recording 
site locations, mapping, photographing, controlled surface sampling 
and limited site testing. Site data will be recorded in the format 
adopted by the Texas Antiquities Committee and returned to the Com
mittee for uniform data processing. Specific requirements are in
cluded in the permit. 

b. Testing 
This permit allows detailed examination including systematic 

test excavations of a particular site or area. Testing must be 
oriented toward sampling a representative portion of a site, or 
sites in all environmental contexts. Specific requirements are 
included in the permit. 

c. Excavation 
This permit covers full investigation and extensive excavation 

of a particular locality. Specific requirements are included in 
the permit. 

d. Preservation of Rock Art 
This permit is issued for purposes of preserving, removing, 

recording and copying all manner of rock art. Preservation tech
niques which involve application of brushes, heat, chemicals, water, 
chalk, petroleum products or other preparations to the rock surfaces 
are prohibited unless specifically authorized by the Antiquities 
Committee. Specific requirements are included in the permit. 

Bo Underwater Survey 
Underwater resources include shipwrecks and drowned prehistoric 

and historic sites. Surveys for these cultural resources are con
ducted with electronic instrumentation including the proton magne
tometer, side scan and subbottom sonar, and radio and radar position
ing systems. In some instances divers using SCUBA gear are used to 
search for and examine a specific site or structure. Work is con
ducted under the direct supervision of an underwater archeologist 
or under a survey technician reporting to an underwater archeologist 
who is responsible for the quality of the work. Data acquired are 
to be rendered to the Committee along with an analysis and report. 
Specific requirements are included in the permit. 

f. Underwater Test Excavations 
Significant magnetic and/or acoustic anomalies discovered during 

survey must be tested by excavation under the direct supervision of 
an underwater archeologist in order to determine the cause of the 



anomalies. Inspection by divers, coring, or other appropriate 
means must be used to test the nature of suspected prehistoric or 
historic sites. In the case of magnetic anomalies, sediment must 
in many cases be removed to allow identification, approximate 
dating, and determination of importance of objects and sites found. 
Any artifacts recovered from State lands are property of the State 
of Texas. Extensive recovery during testing is discouraged. Ac
cepted standards for provenience control and archeological data 
recovery must be maintained. Data must be analyzed and rendered 
to the Committee in a written report. Proper conservation of any 
artifacts recovered must be carried out. Specific requirements 
are included in the permit. 

g. Underwater Excavations 
In order to fulfill justified research objectives, or if damage 

to significant historic and prehistoric sites cannot be avoided, a 
full-scale underwater archeological excavation must be carried out 
under the direct supervision of an underwater archeologist. The 
intensive investigation and excavation this calls for must be pre
ceded by docxamentary research and, for shipwrecks, detailed magne
tometer work. Excavations must be supported by adequate equipment 
and supplies to insure proper recording, preservation, and the re
covery of the maximtom amount of data. Thorough analysis and a 
complete report are required. Proper antiquities conservation is 
required for all artifacts, and all specimens recovered are State 
property. Specific requirements are included in the permit. 

h. Destruction 
Under exceptional circumstances, when all preservation alter

natives have been exhausted, and the public welfare clearly requires 
destruction of a State Archeological Landmark, the Antiquities Com
mittee may issue a destruction permit after thorough mitigation has 
been accomplished. 

007. Issuance of Permits 

a. Review by Controlling Entities 
On receipt of an application for a permit to carry out investi

gation on a State Archeological Landmark, the Antiquities Committee 
shall routinely refer such application to the agency, individual or 
political subdivision having administrative control of the land upon 
which the site is located for their review prior to issuance of the 
permit. 

b. Special Regulations 
When a permit is issued, it will contain all special regulations 

governing that particular investigation; it must be approved by a 
majority of the Antiquities Committee; and must be signed by the 
Chairman or his designated representative and by the permittee. 
Anyone carrying out an investigation of a State Archeological Land
mark will have a copy of the permit available at the site of the 
investigation during all working hours. 

c. Permit Period 
No permit will be granted for a period of more than one year, 

but if the work has been diligently prosecuted under the permit, the 
time may be extended upon application showing good cause. 



d. Transferral of Permits 
No permit issued by the Texas Antiquities Committee may be 

assigned by the permittee in whole or in part to any other institu
tion, musexom, corporation, organization or individual. 

.008. Techniques of Investigation 
The Texas Antiquities Code specifies that all investigation must be 

carried out in such a manner that the maximum amount of historical, 
scientific, archeological and educational information may be recovered 
and preserved. The site(s) or area to be investigated must be thor
oughly researched, including archeological background, history and 
ethnohistory, architecture, environmental data and other useful infor
mation, prior to initiation of the field phases of the project. Such 
investigations must involve the exclusive use of scientific techniques 
of excavation, recovery, recording, preservation, and analysis normally 
used in archeological investigations. Use of any new or unusual tech
niques must be approved in advance by the Texas Antiquities Committee. 
Special regulations concerning particular aspects of investigations 
will be part of the permit. 

009. Permit Monitoring 
Any member or agent of the Texas Antiquities Committee and any 

officer in charge of land owned or controlled by the State of Texas may, 
at any time, visit the area or site being investigated under permit. 
Such a representative of the State may examine the permit as well as the 
field records, materials and specimens being recovered. 

010. Preservation and Restoration of Landform 
Sites should be left as nearly undisturbed as possible, consistent 

with adequate information retrieval. Institutions, museums, organiza
tions, corporations, and persons receiving permits for investigations 
of State Archeological Landmarks shall, after completion of the work, 
restore the lands on which they have worked to their customary condition, 
to the satisfaction of the Texas Antiquities Committee. 

Oil. Compliance with Rules and Regulations 
If the permittee fails to comply with any of the rules and regula

tions of the Texas Antiquities Committee or any of the terms of the 
specific permit involved, or fails to properly conduct or complete the 
project, the Antiquities Committee may immediately cancel the permit and 
notify the permittee of such cancellation by registered letter, mailed 
to the last address furnished to the Committee by the permittee. Upon 
notification of cancellation, the permittee shall cease work immediately, 
remove all personnel and equipment, and vacate the area or site within 
24 hours. Upon cancellation of a permit, the permittee forfeits all 
rights to the specimens and data recovered. A permit which has been 
cancelled can be reinstated by the Antiquities Committee if good cause 
is shown within 30 days. 

012. Investigation Reports 
Failure to comply with the following reporting standards will result 

in the rejection (pending rectification) of the report by the Texas 
Antiquities Committee. The fulfillment of these requirements should be 
considered the minimal threshold of acceptability, and a report should 
not be limited to addressing these responsibilities only. 



a. Unless otherwise specified, the format for reports will be 8% x 11 
inches. The title of the project and permit number must be noted 
on the cover. While ring binding of reports is acceptable, stapled 
and taped and/or "perfect" binding is preferred. 

b. Letter reports will be accepted only if cultural resources are not 
present in the areas investigated or no data result from the investi
gation. 

c. The title page of the report must contain the following information: 
type of investigation; project name; county(s); authors, indicating 
which is the Principal Investigator; name and location of the spon
soring agency; Texas Antiquities Permit number; and date and place 
of publication. 

d. The report must contain a table of contents and abstract; a list 
of figures and/or illustrations; definitions of terms used; a map 
of the project area; a map that specifically locates all cultural 
resources discovered or investigated; a discussion of the history 
and previous investigations (including documentary evidence) in the 
general as well as surrounding areas; a statement and justification 
of research design and how it was fulfilled; appropriate environ
mental data; analysis and interpretation of all recovered data and 
materials; name of facility where recovered materials and other data 
are permanently stored; site locations in Universal Transverse Mer-
cator system; specific recommendations of sites which are to retain 
State Archeological Landmark status and of sites which appear to be 
eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places; 
recommendations, including complete budget estimates, for mitigation 
of loss or further investigation if cultural resources will be ad
versely affected by a proposed project; and a list of references 
cited. 

e. Upon completion of an investigation of a State Archeological Land-
mark(s), the permittee will furnish the Texas Antiquities Committee 
with ten copies of the report at no charge to the Committee. 

013. Disposition of Antiquities and Data 

a. Processing 
Investigators who receive permits shall be responsible for 

cleaning, conserving, cataloguing, and preserving all collections, 
specimens, samples, and records, and for the reporting of results 
of the investigation. 

b. Ownership 
All specimens, artifacts, materials and samples, plus original 

field notes, maps, drawings, photographs and standard state site 
survey forms, resulting from the investigations remain the property 
of the State of Texas. Certain exceptions left to the discretion 
of the Texas Antiquities Committee are contained in Article 9 of 
the Texas Antiquities Code. The Antiquities Committee will determine 
the final disposition of all artifacts, specimens, materials and data 
recovered by investigations on State Archeological Landmarks which 
remain the property of the State. Antiquities from State Archeo
logical Landmarks are of inestimable historical and scientific value 

10 



and should be preserved and utilized in such a way as to benefit 
all the citizens of Texas. It is a policy of the Antiquities Com
mittee that such antiquities shall never be used for commercial 
exploitation. 

c. Housing, Conserving, and Exhibiting Antiquities from State 
Archeological Landmarks ~ 

(1) After investigation of a State Archeological Landmark has 
culminated in the reporting of results, the antiquities will 
be permanently preserved in research collections at the institu
tion sponsoring the investigation unless other housing is spe
cifically recommended, 

(2) Institutions housing antiquities from State Archeological Land
marks will be responsible for adequate security of the collec
tions, continued conservation, periodic inventory, and for 
making the collections available to qualified institutions, 
individuals, or corporations for research purposes. 

(3) Exhibits of materials recovered from State Archeological Land
marks will be made.in such a way as to provide the maximum^ 
amount of historical, scientific, archeological and educational 
information to all the citizens of Texas. First preference 
will be given to travelling exhibits following guidelines pro
vided by the Antiquities Committee and originating at an ade
quate facility nearest to the point of recovery. Permanent 
exhibits of antiquities may be prepared by institutions main
taining such collections, following guidelines provided by the^ 
Antiquities Committee. A variety of special, short-term exhibits 
may also be authorized by the Antiquities Committee. 

d. Access to Antiquities for Research Purposes 

(1) Antiquities retained under direct supervision of the Committee 
will be available under the following conditions: 

(a) Request for access to collections must be made in writing 
to the Texas Antiquities Committee indicating to which 
collection and what part of the collection access is desired; 
nature of research, and special requirements during access; 
who will have access, when, and for how long; type of report 
which will result and expected date of report. 

(b) Access will be granted during regular working hours to 
qualified institutions or individuals for research culmi
nating in nonprofit reporting. A copy of the report will 
be provided to the Antiquities Committee. 

•<c) Data such as descriptions or photos, when available, will 
be provided to institutions or individuals on a limited 
basis for research culminating in nonprofit reporting. A 
copy of the report will be provided to the Texas Antiquities 
Committee. 
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(d) Access will be granted to corporations or individuals 
preparing articles or books to be published on a profit-
making basis only if there will be no interference with 
conservation activities or regular research projects; 
photos are made and data collected in the facility housii-.g 
the collection; arrangements for access are made in writing 
at least one month in advance; cost of photos and data and 
a reasonable charge for supervision by responsible personnel 
are paid by corporation or individual desiring access; 
planned article or publication does not encourage or condone 
treasure-hunting activities on public lands. State Archeo
logical Landmarks or National Register sites, or other 
activities which damage, alter or destroy cultural resources; 
proper crediting for photos and data are indicated in the 
report; a copy of the report will be provided to the Texas 
Antiquities Committee. 

(e) The Committee may maintain a file of standard photographs 
and captions available for purchase by the public. 

(f) A written agreement containing the appropriate stipulations 
will be prepared and executed prior to the access. 

(2) Institutions, organizations and agencies, designated by the 
Committee as depositories for antiquities collections, shall 
promulgate reasonable rules and regulations governing access 
to those collections in their custody. 

014. Designation of State Archeological Landmarks on Private Property 
Cultural resources of national, state or local significance may be 

nominated as State Archeological Landmarks by individuals, institutions 
and/or corporations holding title to the property on which the resources 
are located. Nominations must be made on forms provided by the Committee 
and must include appropriate data and maps. If a nominated resource is 
approved by a majority of Committee members for designation as a State 
Archeological Landmark, the landowner will execute a designation form 
provided by the Committee and file a copy with the deed records in the 
appropriate county clerk's office, and pay any filing fees required. 
After filing of the designation form, the Committee will provide the 
landowner with one appropriately numbered, cast aluminum marker for each 
five acres included in the designated Landmark. The owner will be re
sponsible for prompt and permanent placement of the marker(s) on the 
Landmark in such a way as not to damage the resource. A site on privately 
owned property which is designated as a State Archeological Landmark is 
afforded the same protection under the Code as resources on public 
property. 

015. Discovery of State Archeological Landmarks During Construction 
Contractors working on public lands who discover previously unknown 

State Archeological Landmarks must report such discovery to the State 
agency or political subdivision owning or controlling the property and 
to the Texas Antiquities Committee. Costs involved in the proper in
vestigation, excavation or preservation of such Landmarks will be borne 
by the State agency or political subdivision owning or controlling the 
property, rather than by the contractor. 

016..\ Amend ing of Rules 
The rules and regulations of the Texas Antiquities Committee may be 

amended with the approval of a majority of the Committee members. 
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APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION OF STATE ARCHEOLOGICAL LANDMARKS 

As provided in Section 7 of the Antiquities Code of Texas, 

Article 6145-9, Vernon's Civil Statutes, 

, hereinafter referred to 

as the Applicant, wish(es) to nominate the following property for 

designation as a State Archeological Landmark: 

COUNTY LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

LOCATION FROM NEAREST TOWN OR PROMINENT GEOGRAPHICAL 

FEATURE 

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE NUMBER ^ ^ 
(Use numbering system adopted by Society for American 
Archeology) 

DESCRIPTION OF SITE (including size) 





SIGNIFICANCE OF SITE 

The applicant understands that if this site is accepted and 

entered into the Antiquities Committee's records as a State 

Archeological Landmark, it will thereafter be protected and its 

use governed by the Antiquities Code of the State of Texas, insofar 

as the Code provides. 

In accordance with Section 8 of the Antiquities Code, the 

Antiquities Committee may remove the designation of State 

Archeological Landmark from the site if it is determined that 

such designation is no longer warranted. 

Attached is a sketch map of the site, together with 

photographs (if available). 

References to this archeological site can be found in the 

following publications or docxaments : 





The Applicant agrees that if the site is so designated, he 

or his agent will place a marker, provided by the Antiquities 

Committee according to their directions within the limits of the 

site. Should a site be larger than five acres in extent, an 

additional marker will be placed for each five acres of the site 

area. 

It is understood that if the site is designated as a State 

Archeological Landmark, the undersigned will be provided with a 

"Designation of State Archeological Landmark" form which he agrees 

to execute and which form shall be recorded in the county in which 

the land is located. 

Submitted on this the day of , 19 . 

Applicant 

Accepted and approved by the Antiquities Committee on this the 

day of , 19 . 

Chairman 
Texas Antiquities Committee 





PUBLICITY PROGRAM GUIDELINES 

I. Introduetion--Why Communicate? 

In the midst of planning and coordinating nximerous projects or 
fighting a preservation battle, we can sometimes forget that effective 
publicity about our activities can mean the success or failure of our 
overall program. 

Every organization with a purpose has an audience to reach, and 
that audience generally falls into two categories--people who are al
ready interested in, and need to be kept informed about, the organiza
tion's work, and people who could help with that work but are not yet 
involved. We all know that it does no good to plan a public event 
such as a tour, marker dedication or fund-raising gala, but not tell 
people when, where or why it will take place. It does little good to 
espouse a cause, yet not tell the members of the community how they 
can become involved. 

When astutely employed, publicity in local news media; a County 
Commission newsletter; and other forms of communication can be ex
tremely effective tools in mustering public support for your pres
ervation program. A strong publicity program provides tangible evi
dence of the Commission's work, it stimulates and bolsters morale 
within the Commission, it affords an outlet for local primary history, 
it comes in handy at fund-raising time, and it gives your group prestige, 

Essentially, a publicity program should do three things: 

(1) ESTABLISH YOUR IDENTITY in each community in the county 
(Tell who you are, express your goals and services, report 
on your activities). 

(2) EDUCATE AND INFORM (Contribute to the knowledge of the com
munity, tell what needs to be done from a preservation stand
point, give people the tools to participate). 

(3) CONVERT AND GUIDE (Stimulate involvement in your activities, 
show how they are worthwhile and what they can mean to citi
zens of the county). 

II. Establishing a Publicity Program 

A. Identify Yourself 

1. Write down for yourself (and for later use in news releases, 
brochures, posters, etc.) a succinct description of your 
County Historical Commission and its role in the coimnunity. 

2. Decide how you are going to "look" to your audience. Remember 
that the appearance of your communications and publications 
can be as important as the contents in establishing and main
taining a consistent identity. You are competing for your 



audience's attention, and the visual impact of a publication 
can attract or turn off a prospective reader. Take, for 
example, a basic communication such as a news release: An 
editor may doubt the news worthiness of a news release that 
is not typewritten or neat, or that does not follow the 
standard format for his news medium. 

Keep in mind that anything bearing the name of your County 
Commission--letterhead, dedication invitations, lists or 
maps of markers, tour and workshop announcements--directly 
represents your group. 

B. Identify Your Audience 

Who are you trying to reach? You want to keep the members of 
your commission informed about all your activities. You also want 
to advise your county commissioners, county judge, public officials 
and city planners, chambers of commerce, and preservation-related 
organizations on the programs of the County Historical Commission. 

Who else do you need to reach in implementing your overall 
commission program, besides members of the news media? Who makes 
up the "general public"--bankers, realtors, ranchers, civic groups, 
teachers, minority groups, students? How will they affect your 
program? How can they help? 

C. Establish the Goals of Your Publicity Program 

Once you know who you are trying to reach, it is easier to set 
down publicity goals that will link your commission's program of 
work directly to your audience. Such goals might be very simple 
and easy to carry out (e.g., a goal to inform commission members 
about history-related events), or they might be more complex (e.g., 
a goal to make a community aware of its architectural landmarks or 
of the importance of recording its oral traditions, or a goal to 
convince a neighborhood of the economic potential of its historic 
resources), Setting down goals will help you envision the different 
types of publicity or publications that can be used to best reach 
the various segments of your audience. 

D. Appoint a Publicity Chairman 

Decide what individual(s) in your appointed commission or com
panion volunteer group (if you have one) can best implement your 
publicity program. Divide duties among several qualified people, 
if possible, designating one to coordinate. 

E. Identify and Contact Members of Your Local and Regional News 
Media " 

Personal contact with newspaper reporters, broadcasters and 
appropriate newspaper and magazine editors can mean the difference 



between no coverage and sympathetic coverage of your commission's 
work. If you do not already know people in the media, contact them, 
tell them who you are and what your commission is trying to accomplish, 
and find out what form they prefer articles or public service announce
ments to take. .,.,..- . • .. . 

If possible give an editdr or interested reporter a "fact sheet" 
or brochure outlining the County Historical Commission's services to 
the community. If you have time and a budget, prepare a "press kit" 
for media usage. Your press kit could include indepth background 
material on your commission's program of work, major projects and 
accomplishments; copies of state laws governing preservation; sug
gestions for feature stories; and information on your commission's 
organizational structure (the County Commission's relationship to the 
state and county can be extremely confusing and probably should be 
explained). 

After you talk to them, your media contacts might even be willing 
to do more than just accept an occasional story. Some papers have 
history or preservation-related columns or special Sunday-supplement 
features focusing on landmarks and significant history events. Broad
casters, especially those with Public Broadcasting Service (educational) 
stations, may have programs which will help you relate information. 
Some TV stations might be willing to use slides of local landmarks with 
their station-identification logo. 

F. Find the Best Ways to Communicate 

Decide what types of publications or communications can best accom
plish the goals of your publicity program within your commission's 
budget. Remember, if you have a good project and a well thought-out 
accompanying publicity campaign, but do not have the resources to 
carry them out, someone in the community might be willing to donate 
time, services or funds to help. This is where your past achievements, 
publicity and links to your audience may be of benefit. 

III. Implementing the Publicity Program 

A. The Publicity "Office" 

THE EDITOR-REPORTER: QUALIFICATIONS. In most commissions the 
newsletter editor is also the reporter and the public relations person. 
This individual should: (l)be able to write well in a brief, simple 
style; (2)understand the work and purpose of the commission; and 
(3)have a good news sense and be able to gauge the relative importance 
of various commission activities. 

Whenever possible this person should take advantage of local talent 
such as young and aspiring artists (for design help), journalism stu
dents, or freelance writers who might volunteer to do a feature story 
or help with a special project that warrants professional assistance. 



GATHERING THE NEWS. In addition to keeping up with commission 
activities, you should be aware of history-related events in the 
county and (to a lesser extent) the state. Read and clip pertinent 
articles from the local newspaper; subscribe to newsletters of other 
history groups, conservation or archeological societies, etc.; read 
the THC Medallion and Bulletin. You might also subscribe to the 
newspapers of the American Association for State and Local History, 
and the National Trust. Both papers are quite interesting and com
prehensive, and both treat history news of a national nature and of 
a more localized nature. 

ORGANIZING THE NEWS. Use file folders or an expanding vertical 
file to organize your clippings and notes in a way that corresponds 
to the organization of your newsletter. For example, use file headings 
such as, "News Stories," "Features," "Queries," and so on. Maintain 
separate folders or files for special projects (a brochure, a publicity 
campaign, etc.). 

MAILING LISTS. Keep your mailing lists accurate and up to date. 
It reflects poorly on your commission if you send out materials with 
address labels that are incorrect in some way, Where possible, address 
communications by title or position (e.g., "Station Manager, KXXX TV") 
rather than by personal name. 

POSTAL RATES AND REGULATIONS. If you are willing to sort your 
outgoing mail yourself, you may obtain reduced mailing rates. However, 
since postal regulations change fairly frequently, we advise that you 
contact your local postmaster for a list of current charges. 

PUBLICITY FILES, Keep a background file on each topic (e.g., 
"County Commissioners' Court" or "Architectural Restoration") of 
interest to your commission. 

MORGUE. This is a file of dead, i.e., old, stories from past 
issues of your own newsletter. You can keep a file, by topic, of every 
story and outline you run. Some stories should be filed under two or 
more headings. The morgue comes in handy when you are writing about 
recurring events or activities. 

B. Some Ways to Communicate 

The information you are trying to relate and the audience you 
are trying to reach will determine both the type of publication or 
communication you need and its appearance. Listed below are some com
mon types of communications used by publicists, public relations people 
and fund raisers. While many of these communication "devices" can per
form more than one role in your publicity program, they are meant as 
suggestions; some forms of communication may not fit your particular 
needs. 

NEWS RELEASES usually concern events or happenings of note, such 
as the launching or completion of a major project, or an awards pres
entation. As a rule they simraiarize objectively the most pertinent 
facts about their subject. A news release can inform the public about, 
and generate interest in, your program. 



FEATURE STORIES are nonfiction articles--not short stories-- which 
differ from news stories by giving more background on, and explanation 
and interpretation of, the facts they present. A feature can be more 
entertaining than a news article, and can stimulate a great deal of 
support from your public. 

PRESS KIT is generally a group of materials on a single topic or 
event given to the news media as a general reference aid for writing 
about or covering that topic or event, A press kit can contain photo
graphs (black & white, glossy) with outlines (a outline is a verbal 
explanation of a photo), a news story and related feature; fact sheets 
on the topic (in this case, on your group), brief historical summaries 
where needed, brief biographical profiles of personalities (if appro
priate) , maps, brochures, or other background information. A reporter 
using your press kit should find enough material to become informed--
not overwhelmed. 

NEWSLETTER is a "mini-newspaper" conveying news and other pre
servation information. A .newsletter should have consistent publication 
dates. (For more details on newsletters see Part IV of this section.) 

ADVERTISING, when possible and appropriate, can help promote an 
activity. In most cases, a newspaper ad about a given activity should 
not take the place of a news story about that activity, but should sup
plement news coverage. If you plan to run both an ad and a story, 
timing will be important. Try to coordinate the release of your news 
story and the placement of your ad, so you can reach the maximum au
dience. You might also try to get ad art or space donated. Have a 
long-term project that could easily be illustrated for advertising 
purposes? Try a billboard ad. See if you can get the space donated 
for a specific time period, if cost of art and production is not beyond 
your means. Be innovative. 

AUDIO-VISUAL PROGRAMS can be extremely forceful in getting your 
message across to diverse audiences. You can use slides to accompany 
a speech, or you can record your message in a concise form (let the 
pictures do most of the story-telling) and then manually synchronize, 
it with your slide.presentation, A large nimiber of professional firms 
produce filmstrips at varying costs. If you want to go this route, 
shop around, 

OTHER USEFUL PUBLICATIONS might include small, inexpensively 
produced brochures; a journal featuring scholarly articles on historical 
and preservation subjects of local or regional interest; or bibliog
raphies on a particular topic directly relating to a major commission 
project. These bibliographies could be handed out to interested persons 
to stimulate involvement in the project. 

PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN is a series of coordinated publicity efforts 
aimed at promoting one particular event or program. (See also publicity 
campaign suggestions in Section R.) 



IV. Some Basics of Journalism 

A. Publicity in Local News Media 

The most frequent news outlet is the community newspaper, followed 
by radio and television. The basic rules for composing a good press 
release apply to all of them. In every case the commission should 
take the initiative in informing the press of its events, and should 
supply the news media with well-written copy. 

1. The Press Release or News Story 

TIMELINESS. The first criterion of a good release is that it 
be timely or current. Several weeks before an event, send a 
short advance release about it to the press. A few days before 
the event, follow this up with a longer story expanding on 
your basic facts. If the event is more important than a rou
tine meeting or speech, you might provide the media with a 
feature story and photograph on the day it occurs, or very 
shortly thereafter. By no means wait until far after an event 
to publicize it; results will be meager, if not non-existent. 

SIMPLE WORDING. Write in concise, concrete, straightforward 
language, being sure to explain all necessary facts and to 
give full names and titles of individuals mentioned. Write 
so a visitor from London, who knew nothing of your commission 
or its work, could grasp the basic meaning of every sentence. 
Avoid vagueness. For example, do not write about a "jail sale" 
without explaining what it is; add a clarifying tag such as 
"fund-raising rummage sale." 

***Be sure to refer to your group by its correct name: " 
County Historical Commission," and be sure that reporters 
understand the name. Do not confuse it with "historical 
society" or "historical survey committee." Make reference to 
your commission, by title, in or near the beginning of a story 
when appropriate. Include at the end of the story a descrip
tion of the commission and its major activities; this will be 
a further aid in establishing your identity.*** 

THE LEAD. The first paragraph of a news story is the most 
important. It is called the "lead" (pronounced "leed"), and 
it generally should contain the 5 W's and the H, i.e., it 
should tell WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY and HOW in regard to 
the subject of the story. However, there are times when some 
of this information can be emphasized in, and some omitted 
from, the lead. A classic opening line is that of Dickens' 
A Christmas Carol: "Marly was dead: to begin with." Three 
words to give the most important fact, three more to entice 
the reader to continue. 

THE "INVERTED PYRAMID." The "inverted pyramid" is journalese 
for a story arrangement that places the most important facts 
at the beginning of a story, then tapers off to minor details 
at the end. This upside-down pyramid formula allows the 



reader to get the gist of the story at once and, more impor
tant, insi7res that essential information will not be omitted 
if a newspaper has to cut the story from the bottom. (Be 
forewarned on this point: Busy newspaper editors invariably 
shorten stories from the bottom, because they do not have 
time to read them carefully all the way through.) 

LENGTH. Two double-spaced, t5rpewritten pages are about the 
maximum you can expect most papers to run on an ordinary story. 
Expect less for a simple announcement, more for an interesting 
feature. 

TYPING INSTRUCTIONS. Professional copy preparation will 
encourage more editors to run your articles. Type all copy 
on 8%" X 11" paper, double- or triple-spaced. Begin your story 
about 1/3 of the way down page 1; leave at least 1" margins 
(top, bottom and sides) elsewhere in your copy. Keep paragraphs 
short--several lines each--and do not break a paragraph between 
pages. 

At the top of page 1 indicate the release time for the story, 
e.g., ''For Immediate Release" or "Release After 9:30 a.m., 
Sept. 20, 1976." Under this type the name of your commission 
and the name, address and phone number of the person to contact 
for more information. At the top of each succeeding page, type 
the page number and a tag line--"Historical Tour," whatever; 
at the bottom tj^e the word "More," At the end of the story 
type "30" or "###." 

ACCURACY AND CONSISTENCY. Double check for accuracy and con
sistency, especially with regard to organizations, dates, 
numerals and personal names. For example, make it clear whether 
the "Giles County Historical Commission" and the "Giles His
torical Society" are two distinct groups, or whether they are, 
in fact, the same group popularly known by two different titles. 
Determine whether "Archibald Lewis" is or is not the same man 
as "A.C. Lewis." 

Distribution of the Press Release 

LOCAL NEWS MEDIA. These include newspapers, radio and TV 
stations. Determine to whom the release appeals--news editor, 
women's page editor, cultural editor--and address it to the 
proper department. 

RELATED ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS. Keep a current card 
file on daily and weekly newspapers, clubs, heritage and arche
ological societies, chambers of commerce, and interested in
dividuals in your area; your county commissioners and county 
judge; state legislators and U.S. congressmen and senators 
from your district; and local history museums. Send them news 
releases of special interest to their fields. 

THC STATE OFFICE. Send a copy of every release--and your 
newsletter--to the editor of the Medallion. This publication 
is mailed widely all over Texas and can reach sources you can-
tiot contact alone. 



TIMING, Know when your local newspaper publishes (most 
weeklies come out on Monday or Friday), and provide copy in 
ample time to meet deadlines. 

3. Photographs 

PREPARATION FOR NEWSPAPERS. Photographs are your best friend 
in public relations, for they can get coverage and attract 
reader attention when even a good story cannot. Newspaper 
editors usually require sharp, good-quality 8" x 10" glossy 
prints, but snapshots and Polaroids are acceptable if they are 
of very good quality and have a non-grainy texture. Tape a 
typed identification label to the back of each photo at one 
edge only. Include the photographer's name on the label so he 
will get credit in the paper. Do not attach paper clips directly 
to a photograph, as they will mar its surface. Do pack pictures 
in several pieces of cardboard for mailing or transmittal. 

COMPOSITION. Make pictures interesting and, above all, active. 
Keep subject(s) large and close up and do not clutter a photo 
with too many people or things. Keep backgrounds simple and 
neutral. Never have a "line up" of people staring directly 
at the camera. Rather, introduce some activity--have your sub
jects shake hands or look at a book. Better still, get a candid 
shot of something really happening. It is especially important 
for newspaper reproduction that you maintain good light-and-dark 
contrast. Avoid shadows on peoples' faces. 

If you have no pictures, ask a newspaper photographer to take 
some. Have some ideas in mind for the pictures, and help in 
getting everything set up before the photographer arrives. Try 
to tie in your photo ideas with current community events, the 
seasons of the year, etc. The more relevant the picture, the 
more likely it is to be used. 

B. The County Commission Newsletter 

An interestingly written, attractive newsletter can be a most useful 
device for the leadership of your commission. It can keep semi-active 
commission memberships from dying on the vine, make active ones more 
active, articulate and disseminate your goals, and win outside interest 
and support. If you are not now publishing at least a quarterly news
letter, you should definitely consider doing so. 

1. Content 

A newsletter is not a letter. It is a little newspaper, and 
should be prepared accordingly. All material included should 
be organized and segregated into the following categories. It 
is not necessary to have sections labeled "News," etc., but 
each distinct event or activity described merits a separate, 
distinct story. 

NEWS. Includes straight factual reports on commission events, 
officer activities, museum openings, book acquisitions, gifts 
and bequests, special allocations for your group in the county 
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budget, forthcoming events, and so forth. Personal opinions 
must be excluded, 

HISTORICAL FEATURES. These are background stories on person.̂  
things or events of historical interest. They are usually 
longer and more flexible in style than news stories. A feature 
can be a first-person narrative about a train wreck of the past, 
an interview with an old-timer, or a thought-provoking piece 
of original research. 

EDITORIALS AND SIGNED COLUMNS. These are the primary vehicles 
for opinion in the newsletter. They may be used to articulate 
a commission policy, endorse a community campaign, criticize 
an anti-historical practice of some group, etc. Frequently 
they are written in an informal, first-person style, or using 
the editorial "we." 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. Short, elliptical notices of upcoming events, 
announcements are frequently framed in a "box" for special 
emphasis. They may notify your public of meetings, new books, 
etc., or, some announcements about certain events may accompany 
longer news stories on those events. 

EDITED DOCUMENTS. Many newsletters print copies or actual 
facsimiles of old newspapers, diaries, account ledgers or docu-
m.ents which have a regional or local importance. These are of 
most value when they are annotated. The editor considering 
publication of such materials should decide whether they have 
real interest for his readers, and, if perhaps they should be 
published instead in a scholarly journal such as the Southwestern 
Historical Quarterly, where they would receive wider circulation 
and readership. 

QUERIES, A question-and-answer column relative to historical 
artifacts, genealogy, etc., can be a very useful reader service. 

ILLUSTRATIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS. Good artwork (nothing amateurish) 
in a newsletter will increase reader interest several hundred 
per cent. 

2. Format 

A newsletter's format is its showcase. Content may be fasci
nating and extremely thorough, but its impact will still depend 
largely on its appearance. Page size, paper stock, number of 
pages, number of columns per page, use of color and artwork--
all this comprises the package in which your work is presented 
to the public. The format of your newsletter influences the 
image of your organization; you cannot afford to ignore it. 

PAGES AND DIMENSIONS. Most commission newsletters are repro
duced on standard 8%" x 11" paper, but there is no law keeping 
you from turning such paper sideways to make an 8%" x 5%" 
folded newsletter, or from experimenting with 8%" x 14" paper 
folded in, say, three places. Try several designs until you 
find one you like, then stick with it. 



PAPER. Colored stock can help liven your newsletter. Try 
varying the color with each issue or with the seasons, or 
reserve certain colors for special events. Ensure, however, 
that the colors you use are light enough to make the print 
easy to read. Apart from different colors, mimeograph papers 
also come in several weights, such as card or cover stock, and 
index stock. Some of these cost more than others, but the 
feeling of quality and prestige they can add may well be worth 
the expense. 

NAMEPLATE AND DATELINE. The nameplate of your newsletter has 
a trademark value that makes it worthy of special attention. 
Always printed on the first page, it is usually centered at 
the top, but it can float--be moved around--from one issue to 
the next, so long as it remains within the upper half of the 
page. You can obtain a distinctive, unique nameplate by having 
a large quantity of die-impressed stencils (see "Methods of 
Reproduction" in this section) made. These might feature a 
special type face, picture, symbol or whatever you wish. Or, 
you can use a lettering guide to hand-letter the nameplate for 
each issue. The dateline appears just below the nameplate and 
gives the name of the commission; city; state; and the news
letter's volume and issue number and date of publication. 

MASTHEAD. A block of information often set off in a box, the 
masthead gives--the name of the county commission, the name of 
its chairman and possibly the names of its other officers, a 
statement of the commission's purpose (optional); the name of 
the editor of the newsletter; postal regulations regarding the 
newsletter (if necessary); and the newsletter's city and fre
quency of publication, subscription rates and mailing address. 
The masthead may appear on any page after the first, 

LAYOUT. Layout refers to the arrangement o£ the'.cpnterit (type, 
photographs, headlines) of each page. It is a powerful instru
ment, for, according to the play you give selected items, you 
inform your readers about which of those items you consider 
most significant and which you consider of only minor importance, 

COLUMNS. Depending on page size, you should probably use two 
or three columns in order to increase readability and to give 
your product a more professional appearance. DUE to a quirk 
of the eye and to training, it is difficult for human beings 
to read easily lines of more than 70 characters. The lines 
on this page, for instance, contain about 65 characters, or 
near the maximum for readability. 

WHITE SPACE. This term refers to the top, bottom and side 
margins of a page, and to the space separating columns, photos, 
headlines, etc., on the page. White space is just as important 
as type in determining the effectiveness of a publication; 
using it generously can give your newsletter an uncluttered, 
easy-to-read appearance, 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. The importance of illustrations and photo
graphs cannot be overemphasized. The mimeograph machine 
reproduces line drawings very well and, with a little extra 
expense and time, you can have photographs and special material 
such as bold typefaces made on an electronic stencil. This is 
a plastic stencil prepared professionally (from your original 
copy) on an electronic-stencil-making machine. (For more 
information on the various uses of the mimeograph machine, con
tact one of the appropriate companies listed at the rear of 
this section.) 

HEADLINES. Next to illustrations, headlines are the most impor
tant element in a well-made-up page. Heads can be: typed in 
all capital letters (caps); letterspaced ( l i k e t h i s ) ; 
made with a stencil lettering guide; or reproduced on an elec
tronic stencil. They should usually contain an active verb 
('.'Group Landscapes Museum Grounds") , avoiding the passive voice 
("Old Depot Is Renovated"). For variety you can use double 
decker heads (a double-decker is a large headline with a smaller 
one directly under it) and kickers (a kicker is a small head 
set above and slightly to the left of the main head). 

BALANCE. The headlines and illustrations of a well-made-up 
page will give that page a pleasing visual balance, from top to 
bottom and left to right. Balance does not have to be perfectly 
sjnmnetrical, however; in fact, it is less monotonous if it is 
asymmetrical. 

B U L L E T I N T H E B U G L E 

' 

DUMMY. The page dLmmy is a preliminary rough sketch of the 
placement of stories and illustrations on a given page. Using 
a dummy will help insure that your page is attractively made 
up and that stories are given the appropriate play. Be sure 
the dummy is either the exact size of your page or drawn cor
rectly to scale. 

LENGTH AND PLAY OF STORIES, Unless your newsletter is very 
small indeed, you will want to start several of your most impor
tant stories on the first page. If necessary they can be con
tinued on ("jxomped to") inside pages. Make brevity your rule 
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of thumb when writing stories. Put yourself in the position 
of an outsider, and imagine how much of a particular article 
you would find interesting and how much you would regard as 
just "fill." Play your most outstanding stories on page one, 
but spread other major ones out so every page will contain 
something of significance. 

JUSTIFYING LINES. When typed lines are justified, the right 
margin will be even, because all lines will be of equal length. 
Justifying lines requires tj^ing your copy twice, but it will 
give the copy a much neater appearance. Doing your early drafts 
on scratch paper, set your typewriter stops for the length of 
line desired. Do not tjrpe beyond this length, but fill out 
extra spaces in any given line with asterisks: 

Typed^linesMwhich have an** 
even right-hand margin give 
yourv'copyv^ look which is** 

Then go back over the copy and check those spots where you can 
skip spaces, being sure to spread the skips evenly. Finally, 
type your stencil or last draft, skipping the spaces you 
marked: 

Typed lines which have an 
even right-hand margin give 
your copy a look which is 

Methods of Reproduction 

With very few exceptions, county commission newsletters are 
mimeographed, so the following remarks are geared to that fact. 
The mimeograph is a very flexible method of reproduction, capable 
of producing a wide variety of effects. (As mentioned earlier, 
extremely helpful booklets on techniques and uses of the mimeo
graph may be ordered from the appropriate sources listed at the 
end of this section.) 

SPECIAL STENCIL SHEETS, COLORED INK, AND ILLUSTRATION INSETS. 
Stencils come with special printed guide lines for a newsletter, 
four-page folder, document, music and assorted outline maps. 
They also come in a ntmiber of colors and grades of ink. Further, 
you may buy ready-to-use illustration insets and glue them onto 
regular typed stencils. The variety and appropriateness of 
these insets is, of course, limited, but they may come in handy 
from time to time. 

DIE-IMPRESSED STENCILS. These are stencils made professionally 
from a special die that incorporates the lettering or artwork 
you desire. Each stencil, for example, could have your name-
plate at the top, with the rest of the sheet left blank for 
typing. 

ADDRESSING STENCILS. To eliminate tedious hand addressing, 
you can use a specially lined addressing stencil and perforated, 
gummed label paper to prepare a supply of address labels. You 
can then file the stencil for future re-use. 

12 



C. Copy Editing and Proofreading 

1. Copy Editing 

In all cases the rules of good grammar apply to news writing, 
but over and above this, every reporter should follow a con
sistent style. "Style" in this context means simply an estab
lished standard of writing in cases where usage varies. For 
example, "playhouse," "play house," and "play-house" may all 
be accepted foirnis of that word or phrase, but the careful 
writer will choose one form and use it consistently throughout 
his work, 

2. Copy Editors' Marks 

The following are standard copy editing marks used in print 
houses and newspaper offices throughout the country. If cor
rections are necessary on your final story before it can be 
sent to the printer, use these symbols. Be extremely neat and 
precise in your marking; stray or careless marks may be mis
interpreted, resulting in unwanted changes in your copy. 

Three short lines under a letter or word indicate 
that it is to be capitalized. 
A line drawn through a capital letter indicates 
that it is to be set as a small letter (lower 
case). 
A circle around a nxomber or an abbreviation 
indicates that the item is to be spelled out. 
A circle around a spelled-out number or word 
indicates that the item is to be set in figures 
or abbreviated. 
An angle mark inside the copy and a paragraph 
mark in the margin indicate a new paragraph. 
A line extending over one word and under another 
indicates that the words are to be transposed. 
Curved lines connecting words indicate that the 
words are to be joined. 
A vertical or oblique line between two letters 
indicates that they are to be separated. 
V-shaped sjTnbols under quotation marks indicate 
that the quotation marks are to be set above 
the line. 
A cross or period in a circle indicates a period. 
Three lines under the initial letter and two line! 
under the rest of a word indicate that the word 
is to be set "caps and small caps"--the first 
letter a regular capital, the other letters 
smaller capitals. 
A straight line under a word indicates that it 
is to be set in italic type. 
A wavy line under a word indicates that it is to 
be set in boldface type. 

a m e n c a n 

t+i now. / JOB was 

thefboyl^newj 

c l a s s - room 

l a s m i g h t 

V^gigskii^ 

Ave^or AVBQ 

The Sentinel 

By Jean Wood 

New York City. 
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A line called a "run-in" or "bridge" indicates the_haskefl 
that two parts of the copy are to be joined in (2,0hn shot the 
a continuous line of type. Often, material 
between the two parts has been deleted. -f 
A caret indicates a place where additional do^today 
copy, written above the line, is to be 
inserted. _̂̂^ /̂ =̂»̂  
Either of these marks in circles indicates (jT) (30^ 
the story's end. -̂""̂  

3. Proofreading 

Once your copy is actually set in type, a preliminary "galley 
proof is printed and given to a proofreader, who reads for 
errors made by the linotypist and any errors not caught by 
the copy editor. The proofreader marks these errors very 
carefully in the margins of the galley proof, using standard 
proofreaders' marks. (For more on proofreading and proof
readers' marks, see one of the style manuals listed at the 
rear of this section.) 

D. Basic Reference Works and Sources of Information for the Editor 

At his desk every editor should have: (1) an up-to-date dictionary; 
(2) a thesaurus or dictionary of synonyms; (3) a style manual; (4) a 
current Texas Almanac; (5) a Guide to Official Texa? Historical Markers; 
(6) a Texas Museums Directory; (7) a list of Texas newspapers; (8) a 
calendar with large spaces for noting coming events; and (9) a Texas 
Travel Handbook (optional). 

1. General 

Texas Almanac (issued biennially) 
c/o Dallas Morning News 
Dallas, Texas 

"Texas--Land of Contrast" (a travel guide) 
Travel and Information Division 
Texas Highway Department 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Texas Newspapers List (revised annually) 
Texas Press Association 
718 West Fifth St. 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Register of Copyrights 
U.S. Copyright Office 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 20540 

Preservation News (monthly) 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
740-748 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
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History News (monthly) 
American Association for State and Local History 
1315 Eighth Avenue South 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203 

Mimeograph Information and Supplies 

A.B. Dick Company 

Gestetner Corporation 

(See your local telephone directory or call Information to 
locate the nearest office of the above companies.) 

Style Manuals 

Chicago Manual of Style (the editor's Bible; about $10) 
University of Chicago Press 
Chicago, 111. 60637 

MLA Style Sheet (shorter than Chicago Manual but very authoritative) 
Modern Language Association 
62 Fifth Ave. 
New York, New York 10011 

Style Manual (good, short; nominal cost) 
Columbia Scholastic Press Association 
Columbia University 
New York, New York 10027 

Daily Texan Style Book (good, short; $1) 
P.O. Box 7818 
Austin, Texas 78712 

Editor's Manual (functions and techniques of editing and 
Courtland Gray Smith, Pub. producing specialized periodicals; 
248 Circle Drive detailed; mostly for printed 
Plandome, New York 11030 publications) 

Technical Information 

For more detailed information than can be given in this hand
book, write for a list of leaflets and other publications put 
out by the National Trust and by the American Association for 
State and Local History (addresses above). 

***Questions about material in this section, or about related 
matters, should be addressed to Director of Publicity, Texas 
Historical Commission, P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711. 
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DEVELOPING HISTORY AS A TOURIST ATTRACTION 

It has been proven time and again through authoritative surveys 
that historic sites are high on the list of attractions visited by 
the traveling public. It is encumbent therefore upon County His
torical Commissions to undertake an active role in the promotion of 
local history in their respective areas. 

A study of the Texas Visitor Industry reflects that the traveling 
public's dollar is a major factor in the economic development of a 
community. 

The 1975 visitor industry report compiled by the State Department 
of Highways and Public Transportation presents the following data: 
In 1975--

*18,097,000 auto visitors from out of state spent $2,851,489,000 
in Texas; 

*the state travel industry contributed $311,864,000 toward state 
taxes; 

*the average size tourist party was 2.62 persons; 

*the average party traveled 1,213 miles; 

*the average tourist: stayed in the state 7.6 days; 
spent $18.78 per day; 
spent money on lodging, food, entertainment, 

auto and other expenses; 

*of those visiting Texas: 48% were on vacation; 
71% were repeat visitors; 
45% stayed in motels; 22% at campgrounds; 

33% at other types of accommodations; 

*tourists visited these general areas of the state: Coastal, 
North, Valley, Big Bend, Central, East, West; 

*the largest percentage of visitors came from California. 

These are impressive statistics and should be used in promoting 
support for the travel industry in your area. County Historical Com
missions should work with Chambers of Commerce, hotels, motels, service 
stations and restaurants, as well as with service, patriotic and civic 
groups in a well-defined promotional program. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR A PRODUCTIVE PROGRAM 

1. If your Chamber of Commerce does not already have a Tourism Com
mittee, promote the creation of one, and request that the chairman 
of this committee serve as an ex-officio member of the County His
torical Commission. By the same token, appoint a member of the 



Commission to serve on the Tourism Committee of the Chamber. 
This will create a liaison between the two groups and will facili
tate efforts to promote the local travel industry. 

2. Develop and refine the county's historical marking program, in
suring that the locations of markers are included in promotional 
brochures and travel folders, 

3. Cooperate with the Chamber on the production of a timely travel 
folder. This section includes some excellent tips on the produc
tion of travel folders, provided by the State Department of High
ways and Public Transportation. 

Travel folders should be made available to the Highway Department, 
Travel and Information Division, P.O. Box 5064, Austin, TX 78763, 
for distribution at their 11 Travel Bureaus. This is an excellent 
means of getting your message into the hands of the out-of-state 
visitor. 

The Highway Department has a variety of travel literature avail
able in quantity orders at cost. Write to the address above for 
a list of these items and prices. 

4. Encourage the Chamber to schedule periodic workshops for service 
personnel to train them in the finer points of "greeting and 
meeting" the public. The Travel and Information Division of the 
Highway Department will assist. 

5. You are encouraged to submit to the Highway Department's Travel 
and Information Division information pertaining to yearly observ
ances and events in your county, so that notice of these may be 
included in the Division's semiannual Calendar of Events. Dead
lines for receipt of this information are January 31 and July 31 
of each year. The calendar covers the periods April 1 through 
September 30 and October 1 through March 31. 

6. Promote the TEXAS TRAVEL TRAIL that goes through or near your 
county by making sure that the appropriate Travel Trail folder(s) 
are available locally to the traveling public. These folders may 
be obtained by writing the Highway Department's Travel and Infor
mation Division at the above address. If none of the ten trails 
go through your area, organize your own trail and promote it with 
publicity in your local tour guides and maps. Several counties 
have done this very successfully. 

7. Obtain for use in your travel promotions two helpful publications 
available through the Texas Historical Commission: 

Texas Musexams Directory--free; 
Guide to Official Texas Historical Markers--$1.25. 



TRAVEL FOLDER TIPS 

State Department of Highways and Public Transportation 
Travel & Information Division 

Austin, TX 78701 

The following suggestions for preparing successful travel folders 
are based on extensive Highway Department experience in this area. 
These suggestions deal with the inexpensive folder that will be printed 
in large quantities. They are fundamental points, but are offered as 
basic guidelines rather than ironclad rules. 

# # # 

First, determine the purpose of your folder. What dollar should 
it seek--the travel, industrial or real estate dollar? (Note: A 
single folder can rarely combine travel, industrial and real estate I promotions with any real success.) 

Once determined, its purpose will largely suggest your folder's 
size, content and layout; it will also suggest the volume of folders 
to be printed and the method of distributing them. 

The travel folder is the subject here, and should be approached 
with careful consideration of exactly what your community can offer 
the traveler, and the kind of traveler you can reasonably expect to 
attract. Will he be the vacation type, requiring attractions for at 
least a week; the convention type; the two-hour stopover; or something 
in between? 

Whatever your initial plans and purpose, hiring communications 
experts for every phase of folder production is a wise practice. 
Good layout, design, copy and use of color can be provided by such 
organizations as graphics firms and advertising/public relations 
agencies, and will give your folder a professional polish. Highway 
Department experience has shown that it is the professionally pre
pared folder that "sells." An ineffective folder not only fails to 
sell, but seldom finds its way into the hands of prospective visitors. 

I. Overall Size 

A. The finished folder should measure (folded) about 4x9 inches. 

1. Distribution centers use literature racks, and literature 
racks accommodate standard sizes (4x9 inches). Odd-sized 
pieces, because they won't fit a display rack, generally 
go under a counter, out of sight. 

2. The 4x9 inch size fits conveniently in a standard business 
envelope. Odd sizes require special envelopes. 

B. Fold variations are innumerable, but odd folds for unusual 
effect are not recommended. Scrutinize every aspect of the 
fold carefully, planning so that the folder opens logically, 
reads properly when opened, and refolds easily. 



II. Layout 

A. Cover format should be vertical, so that visitors can both 
see and read the folder more easily when it is in a literature 
rack. 

B. The important message or title of the folder should be on the 
upper third of the cover. 

1. In a standard literature rack, the bottom two-thirds of 
each folder is covered by another piece. 

2. Rather than the title, a picture, or part of one, could 
also be used on the upper part of the cover. The picture 
should be eye-catching, so that visitors will pull out 
the folder for a closer look. 

C. Type style for body copy and picture captions should be of 
the same family, and easy for the eye to comprehend. Recom
mended size is 10 points--never less than 8 points. Black 
ink for body type. 

D. An address blank built into the folder layout for mailing 
purposes is not generally recommended. Space should be de
voted to folder content. Most folders are mailed within an 
envelope, which keeps them in attractive condition. 

Ill. Content 

A. As stated earlier, the purpose of your folder is the first 
thing you should determine. Subsequently, that purpose will 
naturally suggest the main content of the folder. 

B. National surveys consistently indicate that the primary 
tourist appeals are: 

Sightseeing and scenery 
Recreation (especially for the entire family) 
Historical sites 
Accommodations and foods 

1. Localities of "foreign" ethnic influence, where traces of 
foreign language, customs or architecture can be found, 
are also popular. 

2. Localities with American historical associations from the 
antebellxam era or the old west are popular as well. 

C. Not every community has a spectacular attraction or a luxury 
resort-marina. Sell what you do have that's unique or un
usual, and remember in addition some important qualities that 
major tourist centers can't always offer: "restful," "informal" 
or "relaxing" atmosphere, "friendliness" and "personal involve
ment." 



D. A theme to unify your entire folder is very effective. 
Major advertisers often present their message with a theme 
vehicle--Marlboro cigarettes has its western atmosphere, 
Arizona and New Mexico their "sun country" theme, and the 
Highway Department its "fun-tier" theme for Texas. 

E. For the vacation/pleasure traveler, the subjects in III. B. 
above are generally of greater interest than local schools, 
churches, tax rates and industries; the city hall; or a 
view of your city's main street. 

IV. Photographs 

A. All photos should be of superior quality, sharp and well 
composed. Quality sells; lack of it hurts. 

1. A brochure-quality photograph should not require a cap
tion, i.e., a picture which must have an explanatory 
caption is probably an unsatisfactory picture. Apart 
from this, of course, good captions enhance good photos. 

2. Original photos must be good; a printer cannot improve 
the quality of a poor photograph. 

B. Nothing captures immediate interest like good, sparkling color 
pictures. However, good black-and-whites are also excellent, 
and are preferred over poor quality color. 

C. Photographs should depict scenery and sightseeing, recreational 
activities, sites of historical interest, and perhaps modern 
accommodations and other traveler facilities. 

D. Photographs should include people as often as possible, especially 
the traveling family. People like to look at people. 

1. The people should be involved in normal vacation activities, 
not posing for the camera. 

2. They should be dressed in "traveling" fashion (casual clothes), 

a. "Dressy" women's styles, both clothing and hair, change 
rapidly, and can outdate your picture. 

b. Models for color photographs should wear very colorful 
clothing. 

3. Automobiles should be photographed as seldom as possible, 
as they are another outdating factor. 

E. Regarding color photographs, printers and lithographers (pres
ently) prefer to work from original color transparencies of 
4x5 inch size, or 2%x2% inches at a minimum"! Lithographers 
are very reluctant to work with 35mm slides; thus these are 
not recommended. High quality color prints of a minimum 5x7 
inch size may be acceptable, but transparencies are preferred. 



F. Photographs from the Highway Department's file, both black-
and-white and color, are available to you at no charge. 

1. Copies of color separations from previous Highway Depart
ment publications (no longer in print) are available at 
a very nominal price (approximately 1/6 what an original 
separation would cost). The Highway Department makes no 
charge; the only cost is that of producing duplicate con
tracts from department separations. Those duplicates are 
then your property. 

V. Copy 

A. Copy is perhaps the most important part of your publication. 
Photos stimulate immediate attention; good copy clinches the 
"sale." 

B. Copy should be brief and concise, as it will probably be read 
"on the run." Avoid precise details and facts, concentrating 
instead on readability and overall effect, which should be 
stimulating and interesting. 

1. This type of copy is often called "romantic." Generally, 
it can best be produced by professional writers. Their 
polished "sell" copy can be of significant value to your 
publication. 

VI. Paper 

A. There are two primary considerations for selecting paper: 
appropriate quality (body, finish, etc.) to carry your printing 
job satisfactorily, and weight, which will be a factor both in 
initial cost and subsequent mailing costs of your folders. 

B. White paper is usually the best choice. In general, both photo-
graphs and tjrpe reproduce best with black ink on white paper. 

VII. Color 

A. As mentioned earlier, sparkling color captures immediate at
tention, but good black-and-white is better than poor color. 

B. Color is not limited to process color. Very pleasant effects 
can be achieved with techniques' involving simple color (tint 
blocks). 

1. The folder need not be entirely color, or entirely black-
and-white. Effective combinations of the two are often 
used, and are considerably less expensive than total color, 

a. If some color is used in a combination folder, it 
should be on the cover. 



Colored ink for regular halftone photos or body type is not 
recommended, as it does not produce the sharpness and detail 
possible with black ink on white paper. 

VIII. Advertising 

While advertising is quite acceptable to help finance part 
of a folder's cost, too many "block" ads detract from your 
folder's appearance, and crowd out your travel promotion 
message. 

1. The most attractive (and effective) method of including 
advertising is to make the represented businesses an 
integral, natural part of the pictures and copy. 

IX. Printing 

A. The cost for a folder's original makeup and press run is 
greater than that for paper and ink. Therefore, the more 
folders printed at one time, the lower the unit cost. Quan
tities needed will vary greatly with individual communities. 
To determine the most economical quantity for you, obtain 
exact price quotes on several units of quantity. 

Distribution 

A. Your folders obviously should be available at your primary 
local tourist stops. In addition, they should be supplied 
to the Highway Department's state Tourist Bureaus, whose 
professional counselors serve more than three-quarters of a 
million travelers each year. A large portion of those travelers 
are potential visitors to your town. 

1, Send each Tourist Bureau, and the state office, an initial 
supply of 100 new folders. Thereafter, each Bureau will 
order more as needed. A list of Bureau addresses may be 
obtained by writing the Highway Department at the address 
given previously. 

B. Travel offices of major oil companies and the American Auto
mobile Association will also place your literature before the 
traveling public, both in Texas and out of state. The High
way Department will provide addresses of these major distribu
tion centers. 





VISUAL AID MATERIALS AVAILABLE FOR MEETINGS AND PROGRAMS 

Quite often your Commission is in need of a fresh, interesting 
and entertaining program for a meeting. There are several sources 
from which you can obtain some very fine films and slide programs of 
an historical nature. You are encouraged to write the following for 
their latest listings of such films and slide programs: 

1. Colonial Williamsburg 
AV Distribution Section 
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 

2. National Trust for Historic Preservation 
740-748 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

3. Visual Instruction Bureau 
University of Texas at Austin 
Drawer W 
Austin, Tx. 78712 (Selected History Listing--50C; 

Complete Catalogue--$2.50) 

4. American Association for State and Local History 
1315 Eighth Ave., South 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203 

5. Texas Tourist Council 
7701 N. Lamar 
Room 512 
Austin, Tx. 78752 

6. Institute of Texan Cultures 
P.O. Box 1226 
San Antonio, Tx. 78294 

Following is a list of films available from the State Department 
of Highways and Public Transportation. Again, you are encouraged to 
order these for use at your meetings or when you are asked to present 
a program for some other group. These films are provided at no cost 
other than postage and handling. 





MOTION PICTURES 
Available From 

State Department of Highways and Public Transportation 
Travel & Information Division 

Films are sent on a loan basis only, and must be returned immediately 
after showing unless other arrangements have been made. There is no 
charge except for return postage. Students may order under the super
vision of a teacher or other adult. All films are 16mm sound and color. 
Indicate which films you wish to borrow, and return this entire form 
to the address given at the end of the list. 

New prints of these films may be purchased for your permanent use. 
Costs, which are the same as those paid by this department, are indicated 
in each film summary below. If you wish to buy one or more film prints, 
please specify the titles, and we will forward a purchase authorization. 
Your purchase will then be made directly from the film lab which supplies 
the department's own release prints. 

TEXAS -- AMERICA'S FUN-TIER: 

BEAUTIFY TEXAS: 

FESTIVAL TIME IN TEXAS: 

LAW WEST OF THE PECOS 

Vividly depicts recreational aspects 
of Texas. Variety of scenes encompasses 
attractions in all areas of the state; 
27 minutes. (Purchase price $118.40). 

A look at the State Department of 
Highways and Public Transportation's 
40-year history of highway beautifi
cation. Includes scenes of beauty 
along the diverse roadsides of Texas; 
has an anti-litter appeal. 28% minutes; 
(Purchase price $122.14). 

Visits a variety of celebrations--
for blackeyed peas, German sausage, 
"crawdads,'̂ ' and the sun, among others--
throughout the Lone Star State; 14% 
minutes. (Purchase price $64.65). 

The State Department of Highways and 
Public Transportation's modern Visitor 
Center at Langtry highlights Judge Roy 
Bean's career. Film shows area scenes, 
original "Jersey Lilly" saloon-courtroom, 
comprehensive display of Southwestern 
flora, and unique dioramas. 22 minutes; 
(Purchase price $98.60). 14% minutes; 
(Purchase price $64.10). 



THE MISSIONS OF TEXAS: Ten missions are featured in this 
film which traces the spread of 
Spanish culture across the face of 
Texas. Includes the Alamo and other 
missions where present-day Texans 
still worship within walls that have 
been standing almost three centuries. 
Narrated by Ricardo Montalban; 14% 
minutes. (Purchase price $64.65). 

# # # 

State Department of Highways and Public Transportation 
Travel & Information Division 

P.O. Box 5064 
Austin, Texas 78763 
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LOCAL HISTORICAL OBSERVANCES 

I. Texas History Appreciation Observance 

A. Introduction 

A Texas History Appreciation Observance can be held any time 
during the year. During your observance you are encouraged to: 

(a) Have your County Judge issue proclamations regarding 
the observance and its related activities; 

(b) Stage pageants and programs in cooperation with local 
school history classes; 

(c) Have essay and poster contests; 
(d) Schedule the showing of movies relative to Texas 

history; 
(e) Arrange pilgrimages and tours to historical sites, 

museums, etc,--preferably outside your county. 

These are only a few ideas to get you started; they can be adapted 
to whatever length observance you choose to have. The majority of 
your activities during such an observance will consist of speeches and 
talks to civic, cultural and educational groups, etc. 

Some sample speech topics are: 

(a 
(b 
(c 
(d 
(e 
(f 
(g 
(h 

The Times of Spanish and French Explorers 
Anglo-Colonization 
The Texas Republic 
Early Statehood 
Texas and the Civil War 
Reconstruction 
Major Railroad Building 
Development of the Oil Industry in Texas 

(See Section Q for lists and sources of visual aid materials 
available for programs.) 

B. Suggested Activities for County History Appreciation Week 

It is recommended that you designate each day of the week for 
celebrating a particular aspect of historic preservation, e.g.: 

1. Monday: HISTORICAL BEAUTIFICATION DAY--Involve groups such 
as garden clubs. Boy and Girl Scouts, Jaycees, Chambers of Commerce, 
etc., in cleaning, clearing and even planting the approaches to and 
areas surrounding historical markers, sites, buildings and so on. 
This will make tours scheduled for the latter part of the week more 
enjoyable. 

2. Tuesday: LOCATE & RECORD LANDMARKS DAY--Present the local 
library, in official ceremonies, with a copy of the county "Landmarks 
List" (See Section J) which your Commission has compiled. Ask news 



media to run stories on the various landmarks, especially those 
marked, restored, etc., by the Commission. If your Commission has 
worked, or is working, on a restoration project, arrange for media 
coverage of that endeavorr-its expense, its complexity, importance 
to the community. Expose the public to this kind of information; 
they will be your main source of support. 

(If your Commission presently has no "Landmarks List" program, 
we urge you to begin one immediately.) 

3. Wednesday: PIONEER DAY--Honor local pioneer families, early 
settlers and their descendants, particularly if these are living. 
You may want to hold, in cooperation with other groups and clubs, a 
Pioneer Parade, followed by an "old-fashioned" picnic or gathering 
on the grounds of a restored structure, historic building, etc. In 
the evening you might have a dance, musical program, concert or pag
eant featuring the songs, music and dances of the past. You might 
also arrange for radio and/or TV interviews with descendants of 
prominent pioneers, in which the interviewees recount the experiences 
of their families in early settlement days. If this is not possible, 
perhaps you can have local stations broadcast existing recordings, 
etc., of material dealing with the lives of early settlers. Such 
recordings might be found in archives, libraries and so on. 

4. Thursday: YOUNG LEADERS DAY--Involve as many young people as 
possible in your observance (Enlist the help of summer school teachers. 
Scoutmasters, etc., to accomplish this). Don't overlook the Boy and 
Girl Scouts; Brownies; Cub Scouts; 4-H Clubs; students in summer 
school taking English, history and art; and various youth clubs and 
organizations. You might request the cooperation of school authori
ties for the use of school buses to take young people on special 
guided tours of historical sites and markers; museums; etc. Through 
the news media, announce and conduct an essay-writing and/or poster 
painting contest; use historic markers and sites, prominent local pio
neers, restored buildings, etc., as subjects for the competition. 

5. Friday: HISTORICAL EXHIBITS DAY--Arrange for escorted visits 
to courthouses, libraries, etc., that have historical exhibits on 
display. Encourage families and individuals to bring in letters, 
documents, artifacts and so on for exhibit purposes (Cooperate with 
genealogical societies and patriotic groups on this aspect of your 
observance). If there is a museum in your county, have the staff 
arrange space for special exhibits. 

6. Saturday/Sunday: HISTORICAL TOURS DAY--Arrange and conduct 
tours of historic buildings, sites and markers; old and new court
houses; archives; museums; restored homes and structures. Set the 
tours up in neighboring counties as well as in your own county (You 
might devote Saturday to touring your county,and Sunday, neighboring 
counties). If your county has no Tour Guide and Map of its historic 
sites, markers, etc., cooperate with Chambers of Commerce and so on 
in publishing one. Distribute this guide--with the help of hotels, 
motels, restaurants, service stations and the like--well in advance 
of your observance. Ask the local tourist industry in general to 
help promote your attractions. 



(The BEAUTIFICATION aspect of your observance should be imple
mented first; the order in which you hold the other designated "Days" 
is flexible.) 

C. Other Suggestions for County History Appreciation Week 

1. NEWS MEDIA: NewspaperS--
(a) Have papers publish copies of basic documents that author

ized establishment of the county and of its various cities 

(b) Have them publish copies or summaries of minutes of first 
County Commissioners' Court meeting, first City Council 
meeting in various towns of the county, etc. 

2. NEWS MEDIA: Radio/TV--
(a) Furnish stations with "Little-Known Facts about 

County." 

(b) Encourage interviews with local pioneers or their de
scendants . 

3. ONE-, TWO- OR THREE-DAY CELEBRATIONS: 
(a) Reenact historical events in pageants, etc. 
(b) Reenact first meeting of County Commissioners' Court, 

Committee to Organize County, or both. 
(c) Honor authors of County History or their 

descendants, 

4. EXHIBITS: 
(a) Arrange for libraries to exhibit early county books, 

publications, records, 
(b) Arrange for courthouse to exhibit early county records 

and photos. 
(c) Arrange with merchants for historical displays in store 

windows. 

5. TOURS AND VISITS: 
(a) Set up visits to museums, archives, former county seats 

and early courthouses, both locally and in neighboring 
counties. 

(b) Coordinate tours of historical sites and markers; 
battlegrounds; scenes of high achievement, etc. 

6. FURTHER SPEECH TOPICS: 
(a) Our Early Settlers 
(b) History of Our Courthouses and/or County Seats 
(c) Origin of Our County Name; The Person for Whom Our 

County Was Named 
(d) Early County Businesses (General Stores, Livery Stables, 

etc.) 
(e) Published Articles, Theses, etc., on Our County 
(f) Early Public Officials 
(g) Colorful Early Settlers 
(h) History of Our Churches, Clubs, Organizations, etc. 
(i) Official Texas Historical Markers in Our County 



(j) Ghost Towns in County 
(k) Early Post Offices in County 
(1) Origin of Names of Our Towns and Natural Features 

D. Publicity Suggestions 

Your publicity chairman may want to appoint several sub-committee 
chairmen. One of these could be responsible for newspaper publicity, 
another for radio/TV. One might direct your speakers' bureau, one 
could contact business and civic clubs and women's organizations, 
and one could handle advertising. 

To focus attention on County History Appreciation Week, your 
publicity chairman might: 

1. Ask local banks and businesses of all varieties to sponsor 
appropriate window displays during the observance. 

2. Ask presidents of local business, civic and women's organiza
tions to make announcements about County History Appreciation Week 
activities at their meetings. Suggest that they have a program on 
the history of their organization during the week of the observance. 

3. Provide church newspapers and bulletins with very short 
stories announcing activities, etc., connected with the observance. 
Supply similar stories to suburban papers, shopping guides and so on. 

4. Encourage larger local businesses (e.g., utility companies, 
banks, manufacturing plants) to donate small newspaper ads calling 
attention to County History Appreciation Week. Or, suggest that they 
mention the observance in their regular advertising. 

5. Encourage each business to include in its advertising some 
details of its history--the story of its founder(s), etc. 

6. Get acquainted with the city editor of your local paper and 
the news directors of local radio/TV stations. Suggest they have 
feature stories done on the various points, sites and activities of 
historical significance in the county. 

7. Obtain media coverage (photographs are especially desirable) 
of your County Judge signing the County History Appreciation Week 
proclamation. Arrange a press conference with media representatives 
for any newsworthy out-of-town speaker you may have. 

II. Community Anniversaries 

A. Introduction 

As a community's centennial or other special anniversary offers 
many opportunities for rewarding programs, much preparation should 
be made for it. 



The success or failure of a community celebration is directly 
related to the caliber of the committee selected to coordinate the 
activities involved, A good coordinating committee is one which is 
representative of the whole community--in terms of ethnic backgrounds, 
ideals and personal interests. Nothing can be more forceful in the 
approach to a community celebration than community cooperation; nor 
can anything be more devastating in this regard than an atmosphere 
of apathy or hostility among the local citizenry. It is imperative, 
therefore, that the composition of the coordinating committee be 
representative of the community. 

The following suggestions are offered as broad outlines for 
celebrating any community anniversary. Use those ideas which will 
make your program of the greatest value to you, 

B. Suggested Preparations for a Community Sesquicentennial Celebration 

1, Set the local scene: 

Select a committee to prepare a community history. The com
mittee chairman should be capable of organizing a calendar of events 
and topics and presenting a cogent history with: 

Chapter on the development of local agriculture (this should 
in some cases include cattle raising history) by county agent 
or other authority in that field; 

Chapter on banking history by a banker; 

Chapter on church history by a leading church worker who 
consults similar workers in each denomination; 

Chapter on clubs by a leading club member who consults the 
secretaries or historians of each club; 

Chapter on development of education (public and private); 

Chapter on government by someone who studies county and city 
records and minutes of city council (or board of aldermen) 
and county commissioners to find out how, and with what 
measures of taxation and spending, local government has been 
managed; 

Chapter on health and sanitation by a medical or paramedical 
person who studies history of nutrition, water supply, hos
pitals and nursing, etc., and chronicles and evaluates these 
aspects of community life (early doctors make good copy in 
this area); 

Chapter on industry by someone who researches, evaluates and 
narrates the events that resulted in production and trade of 
goods locally; 

Chapter on natural resources: Water, land, timber, wildlife, 
oil, gas, minerals, etc. 



Chapter on personalities: Leaders in business and industry, 
society, the arts; and such followers as were extraordinary 
in some way. The quirky characters of the town--those no
torious for certain troublesome traits, and those known for 
exceptional goodness--should be delineated. 

Chapter on tragedies and comedies--perhaps touched only 
lightly; 

Chapter on minority ethnic groups--their history, the cus
toms they may have developed outside the community mainstream; 

Chapter on technology: Architecture, engineering, etc.; 

Chapter on transportation: Roads, waterways, devices for 
travel by land, water and air; 

Chapter on wars--the community's contributions of manpower 
or goods and services. Describe also any local military 
actions, such as encounters between frontiersmen and Indians. 

Chapter on communication: Newspaper, radio, telegraph, 
postal, etc. 

These chapters should be assigned on topical bases only for 
convenience in gathering material. The chairman must retain the 
right to assemble and edit the material in such fashion as to produce 
a readable book, giving credit to all researchers and compilers, but 
not necessarily presenting their material in the exact form in which 
they presented it to him. 

The chairman should, however, present the research materials 
in their original forms to the County Historical Archives or the City 
Library once the history has been completed. These materials, taken 
as a whole, might be titled, "Docximentary Papers Related to the Ses
quicentennial History of ." 

Every person who is known to have contributed in any way to 
the community history--compilers, writers, typists, interviewers, 
oral history transcribers--should be recognized in the work's fore
word. To the same end, the foreword should also include a state
ment such as, "Others whose names might well belong here, but have 
not been mentioned through accident or error, are also extended the 
thanks and gratitude of the Committee." 

2. Involve civic and service clubs: 

a. Have speakers from the Sesquicentennial Committee 
fill the clubs in with elementary talks on local 
history. 

b. Enlist the aid of businessmen-club members in 
several areas: 

(1) Encourage them to release their employees 
for limited amounts of time, so the employees 
can help with preparations for the celebration. 



(2) Encourage them to underwrite some of the prizes 
to be given to school students during the cel
ebration. 

(3) Encourage them to give space and time to several 
of the projects that need such support. 

(4) Encourage them to release their employees--
especially in personal service businesses such 
as beauty parlors, barber shops, restaurants 
and gas stations--in shifts, so the employees 
can be trained to better serve the public dur
ing the festival portion of the program. 

c. Ask, in some instances, for the help of Rotarians, 
Kiwanians, Lions and Chamber of Commerce members in 
financing certain program phases. 

(1) Plan financing well, so it is not burdensome on 
any one person or group. 

(2) Suggest that civic clubs entertain as luncheon 
guests certain service personnel who have no 
civic club memberships, but who would profit by 
being included in programs of pre-festival edu
cation. These clubs might also perform other 
services, such as taking gas station attendants, 
etc., on tours of historic sites, so these per
sonnel will know where to direct visitors during 
the celebration. 

Involve women's clubs: 

a. Contact the yearbook/program committee of each club, 
and ask that they schedule an historic/heritage pro
gram for early in the year; offer a speaker or pres
entation person to give the program. 

b. Suggest that club members perform, in appropriate 
costximes, one or several of the following activities. 
These demonstrations could be presented to the mem
bers' own, or to another, club. They might also be 
performed at festival time as part of the formal pro
gram. Or, some might be presented in historic homes 
while visitors are touring them. 

(1) Butter molding 
(2) Goose picking 
(3) Quilting and quilt piecing (laidwork & 

patchwork) 
(4) The making of beaten biscuits 
(5) Candle molding 
(6) Hominy making 
(7) Spinning and weaving 
(8) Human-hair wreath making 

c. Suggest that club members hold contests or have 
long-range programs concerning: 



(1) Colonial foods--boiled custard, molasses 
custard, sheep sorrel pie, buttermilk pie, 
vinegar pie, lye hominy, souse, poke salad, 
lamb's quarter, apple pan dowdy, hot-water 
cornbread, Indian pudding, spoon bread, etc. 

(2) Colonial flowers—varieties known in 1830s; 
their cultivation, arrangement, and so on. 

(3) Colonial dress--hand-tucked garments, etc. 
Members might find originals, or make their 
own garments in the style of the early 19th 
Century. 

(4) Colonial pastimes--the writing of autograph 
albxjm verse; parts singing; dulcimer playing, 
etc. 

(5) Tapestry or mural histories of the community--
embroidered, woven--whatever, For contest 
purposes, subjects of these might be specified, 
e.g., contestants might be required to depict 
a particular building, person or scene signifi
cant in community life. Or, they might be 
allowed to do landscapes of various local spots. 

(6) Genealogy; horticultural history; textile his
tory, etc. 

d. Suggest that the clubs entertain persons not normally 
included in their social functions, and that they 
take these people (possibly members of minority ethnic 
groups) on tours of historic buildings; archives; 
museums, etc. 

4. Involve school children: 

a. Work with school administrators and teachers to 
enroll students of all ages in study programs in 
local history. 

b. Sponsor competitions for students in which contestants 
interpret topics of local history through: Essays; 
posters; maps; dioramas; skits (written and/or pre
sented); 30-minute dramas; models; audio-visual pro
grams (slides with suitable narration) using opaque 
or overhead projectors, and so forth. Contest entries 
might be restricted to a given medium, or might en
compass all these media. 

Topics for such a competition in Columbus, TX, for 
example, might be: 

(1) The Indian Crossing of the Colorado River 
(2) The Beason Crossing of the Colorado River 
(3) The Burnam Crossing of the Colorado River 
(4) The Dewees Crossing of the Colorado River 
(5) Navigation of the Colorado River 
(6) Entry of the First Railroad Train into Colimibus 
(7) Dilue Rose Harris of Colxjmbus 
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(8) The First School in Colxombus 
(9) The First Church in Colxjmbus 
(10) Typical Scene at a Blacksmith Shop in Colxjmbus 
(11) Games of Men and Boys at the Blacksmith Shop in 

the 19th Century (the hammer throw, horseshoeing 
contests, horseshoe pitching, etc.) 

(12) The Early Water System in Colxmibus 
(13) The Physicians of Early-Day Colximbus 
(14) Native Herbs and Roots Used in Medical Practice 

in Columbus and Environs 
(15) Lillian Russell and the Opening of the Colxmibus 

Opera House 
(16) "Three-Legged Willie" and the First Court Session 
(17) A Visit from "Deaf" Smith in Colorado County 
(18) "Forting Up" by Early Colorado County People 
(19) The Naming of the Streets in Colxjmbus--Why the 

Names for Patriots? 
(20) The Centennial Celebration in Colxjmbus--Fifty 

Years Ago 
(21) Typical Plantation Homes Around Colxjmbus 
(22) Early Mercantile Businesses in Colxjmbus 
(23) Colorado River Boats 
(24) Early Automobiles in Colxjmbus 
(25) The Milliners of Columbus 
(26) Newspapers in Colximbus 
(27) Mills and Industries in 19th Century Colxjmbus 
(28) Elections in the Early Days of Columbus 
(29) Flower Gardens in Early-Day Columbus 
(30) How the Pioneers Brought Their Families to 

Columbus 
(31) How the Colxjmbus Housewife Ran her Home in the 

1850s 
(32) The First Airplane to Visit Columbus 
(33) Early Family Carriages in Colxjmbus 
(34) When China Painting Was in Vogue in Colxjmbus 
(35) The Education of Young Men in Colximbus 
(36) The Education of Young Ladies in Colximbus 
(37) Hardware Used in the Early Structures of Colxjmbus 
(38) Woods and Other Materials Used in Early Structures 

of Colxjmbus 
(39) When Paving Came to Colximbus 
(40) The First Colorado River Bridge at Colximbus 
(41) Magnolias: Their Care and Propagation 
(42) Columbus Men in the AEF 
(43) Colxmibus Natives in the Fine Arts 
(44) Trunks in Colxjmbus Attics: Their Stories 
(45) A Cup of Coffee in Colxjmbus in 1850: How Was It 

Made? 
(46) A Loaf of Bread in Colximbus in 1850: How Was It 

Made? 
(47) "Going to Mill" with Corn in Colxjmbus in the 1850s 
(48) Making Molasses in Colxjmbus in the 1850s 
(49) William Bluford Dewees, Gunsmith and Blacksmith 
(50) Colxjmbus Cattle Brands and Branding Irons 
(51) How Cloth Was Spun and Woven at Home 
(52) How Soap Was Made in Pioneer Households 



c. Offer prizes that will encourage students to partic
ipate in these contests. Such might include: 

(1) Savings bonds 
(2) Scholarships for future use 
(3) Publication in newspapers or elsewhere of 

prize-winning essays, etc. 

5. Inform the general public continuously: 

a. Encourage the newspaper to run a series of catchy 
"brights" about the Sesquicentennial on the front 
page--and to carry substantially informative articles 
about the celebration on other pages--week after week. 

b. Encourage the paper or some well-wisher to hold a 
competition for the oldest pictures to be found, 
brought in, and either printed in the paper or dis
played in a downtown store window (or similar place). 
The County Archives might copy the pictures, which 
should feature people and/or events in local his
tory, for filing and permanent usage. (Perhaps the 
County Commission would finance such copying.) 

After the oldest pictures have come out, others in 
different categories, such as pre-1920 or pre-1950, 
could be sought in similar contests, all of which 
would build publicity for the Sesquicentennial 
Festival. 

c. Hold a games day at a local school, at the County 
Fair, or at some gathering, Feature such historic 
activities as horseshoe pitching, shoeing of horses, 
crosstie hewing, hammer throws, Indian handball and 
town ball. An old-fashioned balloon ascension 
would be fun, as would jximp-rope competitions, 
wherein contestants jximp the same long rope simul-
taneousl^/ and try to see how long a marathon they 
can m.aintain. There should also be whittling con
tests in which competitors are judged on both speed 
and artistry. 

d. Distribute, in December, calendars for the coming 
year that note events of the Sesquicentennial base 
year, e.g., "Houseraising of John Doe was held on 
this date, 1823"; or, "Blacksmith shop of Bluford 
Dewees opened on this date, 1823." Calendar cover 
might be a sketch of a local scene from the past; 
a drawing of Stephen F. Austin; or something similar. 
These calendars could be mimeographed, and might be 
sold to help finance the Sesquicentennial celebration. 

e. Run radio spots and/or programs dramatizing the com
munity as it was 150 years ago; include tag lines 
about the celebration of the Sesquicentennial. 

•. A 



Inform the outside world in advance: 

This should bring tourists into the community for the 
Sesquicentennial, 

a. Get national and international coverage through 
stories in such publications as. Arkansas Gazette, 
Little Rock, AR, 72201; Christian Science MonitofT 
No. 1 Norway St., Boston, MA; Holiday, 1100 Waterway 
Blvd., Ind,, IN, 46202; Southern Living, Box 523, 
Birmingham, AL, 35201; Travel and Leisure, 132 W, 
31st St., NY, NY, 10001; and Better Homes and 
Gardens, 1716 Locust St., Desmoines, lÂ  50336, 
Magazines of the airlines are other good publicity 
avenues, as are national radio commentators such 
as Paul Harvey, 

Each of these possible publicity sources requires 
copy with a special slant. For example, Better 
Homes and Gardens might be interested in an article 
about a structure restored for a special adaptive 
use; Travel and Leisure might use a story on an 
annual historic-homes tour; Southern Living might 
use one on a certain aspect of civic experience; 
Christian Science Monitor might be interested in 
something on the good life as it is sought through 
both social justice and reverence for historic 
institutions; Paul Harvey might be persuaded to do 
a commentary on a local eccentric or on some aspect 
of civic/historic life, provided he is approached 
with some catchy copy or a unique story. 

Experienced, professional writers might be sought to 
produce publicity copy. Editors would probably wel
come stories handled by such professionals. (Not-so-
professional freelancers might also prove helpful.) 

b. Get state coverage through: 

(1) Commercial publications such as--Texas Parade, 
Box 12037, Austin, TX, 78711; Texas Star, 1501 
Guadalupe, Austin, TX, 78701; Houston Post Sunday 
Magazine, Houston, TX, 77001; Hoxiston Chronicle 
Sxjnday Magazine, Houston, TX, 77001; FrontieT 
Times (articles on events/personalities of the 
past), Box 3338, Austin, TX, 78704; Dallas News 
(specifically, Frank Tolbert's travel column), 
Dallas, TX, 75201. 

(2) State agency and government-related publications 
such as--Texas Highways magazine. Box 5064, 
Austin, TT', 78763,̂  the newsletter of the Texas 
Tourist Development Agency, Box 12008, Austin, 
TX, 78711; Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 
(articles with some wildlife or recreation area 
angle), John H. Reagan Bldg., Austin, TX, 78711; 
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Texas Good Roads Association Newsletter, Vaughan 
Bldg., Austin, TX, 78701; Texas Highway Depart
ment Schedule of Events for 197_; The Medallion 
of the Texas Historical Commission"! the maga-
zine of the Texas Public Employees Association, 
311 E. 14th, Austin, TX, 78701; Texas Outlook, 
316 W. 12th, Austin, TX, 78701; miscellaneous 
organs of the Texas Tourist Council, 707 Inter
national Life Bldg,, Austin, TX, 78701. 

(3) TV and radio programs from metropolitan-area 
stations whose signals are received, by cable 
or other means, in your community. Take a 
program host or other broadcast "personality" 
both an outline of whatever visuals you have 
to offer and some snapshots or photos of your 
Sesquicentennial activities. Suggest certain 
aspects of your celebration that would make 
interesting subject matter for a program, 

(4) Genealogy magazines or newspaper colxjmns. 
Suggest that qualified genealogists attend your 
celebration, as there will be many "old families" 
present. 

(5) Posters placed in banks, hotels, airports, state 
buildings. These posters should: advise the 
public of your Sesquicentennial celebration; 
give the dates of the celebration in bold let
tering; have eye-catching illustrations. 

(6) Miscellaneous avenues such as--literature of 
the Texas Film Commission, Governor's Office, 
Austin, TX, 78711; literature of the Texas 
Commission on the Arts and Hximanities, 403 E. 
6th, Austin, TX, 78701; Southwestern Bell 
information/entertainment mailers; gas company 
mailers; mailers of other concerns, such as 
the power and light company, whose business is 
basically non-competitive and who are eager for 
good public relations. 

Entertain those attending the Sesquicentennial with: 

a. Historical tours--by foot, bus or private auto. 
You might charge for some guided tours, offer 
other tours free. 

b. Exhibits--(Set up special parking lots and close 
appropriate streets to traffic, so visitors can 
tour exhibit areas on foot.): 

(1) In store windows: historical photos, 
costumes, etc. 

(2) In open squares: large artifacts, displays, 
etc. 
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(3) In musexjms and/or libraries: manuscript 
materials, etc. 

(4) At the school building: student-made models 
of steamboats, spinning wheels, cotton gins, 
cane mills, cattle brands; posters and essays 
by students, and so on. 

(5) In artists' studios: paintings, sculpture, 
etc. (Furnish catalogs for art exhibits that 
have admission fees.) 

(6) On the town square: displays by artists 
interested in showing to the crowds. 

(7) In a suitable setting: food displays, prefer
ably featuring early 19th century dishes. 

(8) Botanical displays (with admission fees). Use 
a theme such as "The Century Gardens." 

(9) Arts and crafts, preferably 19th century types. 
(Include sale items in these displays if you 
wish.) 

c. Special features--

(1) Impressive pageant, performed every other night. 
(2) Street parade daily. (Have a calliope in these 

parades, if possible. Each parade might have 
as its theme a particular aspect of life in the 
community's early days,) 

(3) Daily excursion trains, if such can be arranged, 
to bring visitors into the community. 

(4) Riverboat rides, if feasible. 
(5) Rides in small plane, barnstorming style, if 

allowable under modern aviation rules. Goggles 
and helmet might be furnished each passenger for 
effect. A modern plane would probably draw suf
ficient business to make this venture successful, 
in the event that an old biplane or whatever is 
unavailable, because people will still be inter
ested in aerial sightseeing tours of the community. 

(6) Sales of the community history prepared for the 
Sesquicentennial. 

(7) Productions in the town's old opera house or 
similar building. 

d. Other features--

(1) At the school building: skits, plays, music 
performed (and possibly written) by students. 

(2) At the school building: more elaborate student 
plays, etc, (with admission fees), 

(3) Demonstrations of early pastimes such as the 
hatraner throw and horseshoe pitching; exhibitions 
of historic dances, with performers in costxjme. 

(4) A 19th century style show featuring fashions for 
men, women and children. 

(5) A continuous visual or audio-visual show of 
scenes from or dramatizations of history (Such 
a show should be strictly supervised and held 
in a substantial building, if possible). 
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(6) Vintage movies (e.g., Chaplin) shown commercially 
at local theaters in conjunction with the Sesqui
centennial . 

(7) Rides in a Victoria coach. 
(8) Rides in antique automobiles. 
(9) Pony rides on Shetland or larger ponies. 
(10) Music and dancing in a pioneer setting. 
(11) Puppet shows of the Punch and Judy type. 
(12) A picture gallery where visitors can be phbto--

graphed in the 19th century style. 
(13) Stunt performances by riders and athletes. 
(14) Lawn games such as croquet and miniature golf 

(You might charge visitors to play). 
(15) Street singers performing comic songs of the 

19th century. 
(16) Auctions of books, attic items, etc. 
(17) A refreshment center in a garden, where visitors 

can sit down briefly and rest. 

8. Leave food service and similar matters to local commercial 
concerns: 

They will be much more cooperative with you and supportive 
of the Sesquicentennial celebration if they know it will 
increase rather than infringe upon their business. Be
cause you should have many revenue-bearing entertainment 
features, you can afford to let area restaurants, etc., 
handle the food requirements of those attending your 
festivities. 

9. Ensure that ample lodging is available for visitors: 

If the community does not have sufficient hotel or motel 
space, set up a special trailer park or make other accom
modation arrangements for tourists who wish to stay over
night . 
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A LIBRARY FOR THE COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

I. Local Texana 

Every County Historical Commission needs Texana reference books 
for research relative to their musexim, markers and historical tours. 
Some Commissions may have an office from which to operate, and might 
well hold some of these basic reference works in that office. How
ever, most of you (i.e.. County Historical Commissions) can achieve 
easy use of Texana by maintaining a special shelf, alcove or room 
for such material at your county library or the city library at your 
county seat. In this situation, you might make arrangements with 
the librarian involved for the cataloging, lending and care of books 
that belong to you. 

The THC suggests that your County Judge and County Commissioners 
name your county librarian to your Commission. Then your Commission 
library can be administered by one trained for such work. 

Certain Texana reference books are probably already available 
in your local libraries. Others are less popular, though, and there
fore less likely to be on hand unless you ask for them. 

Out of funds earned in your programs or furnished by your county, 
you might purchase needed Texana not available locally. The THC 
has been asked to suggest titles of such books, and submits the lists 
on the following pages. These lists are separated into categories 
because some works are needed urgently, others to lesser degrees. 

You could find copies of rare, even priceless, reference books 
in family libraries in your community. Or, you might obtain such in
valuable works in secondhand or junk stores. A third possible source 
of these old reference materials is local book collectors. 

As many people already know, publishers and book dealers give 
discounts to libraries. These are professional discounts, so your 
local librarian may think your County Historical Commission is not 
entitled to them. However, a County Historical Commission is an arm 
of county government--by past action of the State Legislature--and 
if you maintain your Commission library as part of your county li
brary, perhaps your book purchases can be made through the latter. 

You might well share your books with general readers„ If you do, 
many of these people may become interested both in your work and in 
history. Keep in mind that some of your reference materials may be 
precious enough to be kept on a "Reserved" shelf. These should be 
allowed to circulate only in the reading room, and should not be 
permitted to be taken out of the library building. 

None of the books listed here could be classified as juvenile 
selections, yet many young people of junior high and high school age 
might enjoy some of those in Category "D". I'll Die Before I'll Run 
and Thunder on the Gxjlf, among others in that list, are entertaining 
as well as historically informative. 



There are many, many other books of history and biography which 
would be desirable for your Commission library, but the listed works 
are suggested because of their wide range of subjects and their prac
tical usefulness. If you want further suggestions for reference 
books on special topics, contact the THC state office. 

The following lists avoid titles of "coffee-table books" and 
the like. The few selections that might be categorized "gift books" 
are included because they were prepared by authoritative historians 
and make entertaining reading. 

If your Commission can buy only a very few books, you would do 
well to concentrate on Lists "A" and "D"--"A", because its works are 
so essential to have; "D", because its books offer wider readership 
possibilities. 

The THC recommends the purchase of historical paperbacks, as 
these are rather well-bound by comparison with the average newsstand 
paperback, and can take a great deal of usage. Their fairly low 
cost (some of the books in "B", e.g.. The Texas Republic and Barker's 
biography of Stephen F. Austin,/ have been issued in paperback at 
very nominal prices) will allow you to obtain a wider variety of 
titles than you might be able to afford if you purchased only hard
backs. You might write the University of Texas Press for listings 
of all their historical paperbacks. 

II, Suggested Books for the County Historical Commission's Library 

A. High Priority Books 

Center for Community Services, North Texas State University, 
and Archives Division, Texas State Library, Inventory of County 
Records for County Coxirthouse. (If such an inventory 
for your county is presently available, it is a research tool you 
will want. If it is not yet available, you might contact Mary 
Pearson, Center for Community Services, North Texas State Univer
sity, Denton, Texas, to find out when it will be. There are in
ventories for a few counties out at present (1976), and in some 
cases the inventory for a neighboring county might prove useful 
to your County Commission.) 

Histories of your county; any and all that have been published, 
(Most of you are probably aware of all such histories existent. 
If you are not, however, you might write the Reference Division, 
Texas State Library, P.O. Box 12927, Austin, Tx,, 78711, for a list 
of these that includes information about sources for purchases. 
Or, you could obtain a copy of Cracker Barrel Chronicles: A Bibli
ography of Texas Town and County Histories, available at $15.00 
from Pemberton Press, 1 Pemberton Parkway, Austin, Tx., 78712.) 

Dallas Morning News, The Texas Almanac, The A.H. Belo Cor
poration, Dallas. (Old Texas Almanacs should be collected and held 
in your library, as they often contain information not included in 
newer editions. The Texas Almanac is published biannually, and may 
be bought at newsstands.) 



Richardson, Rupert N. Texas, The Lone Star State. (Various 
editions, including a late one with co-authors; however, any edition 
of this work is basic to the study of Texas history.) 

Webb, Walter Prescott, and others, editors and compilers. The 
Handbook of Texas, Vols. I and II. The Texas State Historical Asso-
ciation, Austin, 1952. (The two-volxime set, at $30,00, is available 
from the Texas State Historical Association, Sid Richardson Building 
2/301, Austin, Tx,, 78712, It has many errors, but these will be 
corrected by the forthcoming Vol. III.) 

B. Less Essential, but Very Valuable Books 

Barker, Eugene C. The Life of Stephen F. Austin, Founder of 
Texas. University of Texas Press, Austin, 1969. 

Bolton, Herbert E. Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century. 
University of Texas Press, AustirT̂  1970. 

Carter, James D. Education and Masonry in Texas to 1846. The 
Grand Lodge of Texas, Waco, 1963. 

Carter, James D. Education and Masonry in Texas, 1846-1861. 
The Grand Lodge of Texas, Waco, 1964, 

Carter, James D. Masonry in Texas: Background, History and 
Influence to 1846. The Grand Lodge of Texas, Waco, 1965, 

Castaneda, Carlos. Our Catholic Heritage in Texas, 1519-1936. 
7 volumes. Von Boeckmann-Jones, publishersT Austin, 1942. 

Connor, Seymour V,, editor. The Saga of Texas. 6 volximes. 
Steck-Vaughn Co., Austin, 1965. 

I. Faulk', Odie B. A Successful Failure, 1519-1810. 
II. Vigness, David. The Revolutionary Decades, 1810-1836. 

III. Connor, S.V. Adventures in Glory_, 1836-1849, 
IV, Wallace, Ernest"! Texas in Turmoil, 1848-l"B75, 
V. Jones, Billy M. The Search for Maturity, 1^75-1900. 

VI. McKay, S.S., and Odie B. Faulk. After SpindletopT" 

Crocket, George L. Two Centxiries in East Texas. The Southwest 
Press, Dallas, 1962 (a reissue of an older book). 

Fehrenbach, T.R. Lone Star. The Macmillan Company, New York, 
1968, 

Friend, Llerena, Sam Houston, the Great Designer. University 
of Texas Press, Austin"! 1954. 

Hogan, William R. The Texas Republic: A Social and Economic 
History. University of Texas Press, Austin, 1969, 

Miller, Thomas Lloyd. Bounty and Donation Land Grants of Texas, 
1835-1888. University of Texas Press, Austin, 1969. 



Morris, Mrs. Harry Joseph, editor. Founders and Patriots of 
the Republic of Texas. The Daughters of the Republic of Texas, 
Austin, 1963. 

Newcomb, W.W., Jr. The Indians of Texas, from Prehistoric to 
Modern Times. University of Texas Press, Austin, 1961, 

Sewell, Gerald, and Mary Beth Rogers. The Story of Texas Public 
Lands. The Texas General Land Office and the J.M. West Texas Cor-
poration, Austin, 1973. 

Taylor, Virginia H. The Spanish Archives of the General Land 
Office of Texas. The Lone Star Press, Austin, 1955, 

Webb, Walter Prescott. The Great Plains. Grosset & Dunlap, 
New York, 1958. 

Webb, Walter Prescott. The Texas Rangers. Grosset & Dunlap, 
New York, 1957. 

White, Gifford, editor. The 1840 Census of the Republic of 
Texas. Pemberton Press, Austin, 1966. 

C. Very Valuable Older Books (Out of print, so far as THC knows, 
and sometimes unavailable at any price. For copies check second
hand stores or contact reprint houses,) 

Bancroft, H.H. History of the North American States and Texas. 
2 volximes. Or, Vols. XV and XVI of the Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft, 
Published in San Francisco in 1884. 

Barker, E.G., C.S. Potts, and C,W. Ramsdell. A School History 
of Texas. Row, Peterson and Co., New York, 1928. 

Barker, E.G., and E.W. Winkler, editors. Texas and Texans, by 
Francis W. Johnson. 5 volumes. Vols. I and II have general history; 
the others contain biographies of individuals. 

Cook, John R. The Border and the Buffalo. Crane and Co., 
Topeka, 1907. 

Dixon, Sam Houston, and Louis Wiltz Kemp. The Heroes of San 
Jacinto. The Anson Jones Press, Houston, 1932. 

Eby, Frederick. The Development of Education in Texas. Mac
millan and Co., New York, 1925. 

Garrison, George P. Texas: A Contest of Civilizations. Hough
ton, Mifflin and Company, Boston, 1903. 

Newton, Lewis M., and Herbert Gambrell. A Social and Political 
History of Texas. The Southwest Press, Dallas, 1932, 

Norvell, Mrs, Lipscomb. King's Highway: The G^eat Strategic 
Military Highway. Privately publishedT Beaximont, 1945. 



Reed, S.G. A History of the Texas Railroads. Privately pub
lished, Houston, 1941. 

Thrall, Homer S. A Pictorial History of Texas, N.D. Thompson, 
New York, 1885. 

Wharton, Clarence R. Texas Under Many Flags. 5 volumes. 
American Historical Society, Chicago and New York, 1930, 

Wooten, Dudley G, A Comprehensive History of Texas, 1685-1897, 
2 volumes, William G, Scarff, Dallas, 1898, (Although Wooten de-
scribes his work as "two volumes", there are actually four books.) 

Wortham, Louis T. A History of Texas from Wilderness to Common
wealth. 5 volumes. Privately published. Fort Worth, 1924. 

Yoakum, Henderson. History of Texas, 2 volxjmes, Steck Co., 
Austin, 1935 (a reissue). 

D, Not Top Priority, yet Very Valuable Books 

Arbingast, Stanley A., and Lorrin Kennamer. Texans and Their 
Land. University of Texas Bureau of Business Research, Austin, 1967 

Barkle 
1899. Privat 

y, Mary Starr. History of Travis Coxinty and Axjstin, 1839-
vately published, Austin, 1967. (This book and the follow-

m g one by Chabot are somewhat local in subject matter, and may not 
be of value to a County Historical Commission in Wellington, for 
example. This work does have a great deal of application to state 
government, though, and is therefore included in the list. The 
Chabot book is a "seed book", in that it deals in part with families 
that spread out from San Antonio to form Texas history in other lo
calities. Some other listed books are also generic or "seed" works 
in the same sense. Your county may have been influenced by people 
from older Texas counties and towns; hence their local history may 
have affected yours.) 

Chabot, Frederick C. With the Makers of San Antonio. Privately 
published, San Antonio, 193T; (This seems to have been reissued in 
the 1970's.) 

Copeland, Fayette. Kendall of the Picayune. University of 
Oklahoma Press, Norman, 1943. 

Dobie, J. Frank. The Longhorns. Little, Brown and Company, 
Boston, 1941. 

Douglas, CL. Cattle Kings of Texas. Privately published, 
Dallas, 1939. 

Douglas, C L , The Gentlemen in the White Hats. The Southwest 
Press, Dallas, 1934. 

Douglas, CL, Thunder on the Gulf. Privately published, Dallas, 
1972. 



Frantz, Joe B. Gail Borden. University of Oklahoma Press, 
Norman, 1951. 

Garrett, Julia Kathryn. Green Flag Over Texas. Privately 
published, 1939. (Out of print; might be found, if at all, in a 
secondhand bookstore.) 

Geue, Chester W., and Ethel Hander Geue. A New Land Beckoned: 
German Immigration to Texas, 1844-1847. Texian Press, Waco, 1966. 

Geue, Chester W., and Ethel Hander Geue. New Homes in a New 
Land: German Immigration to Texas, 1847-1861. Texian Press, Waco, 
wnr. 

Green, Mary Rena Maverick, editor. Samxjel Maverick, Texan. 
Privately published, San Antonio, 1952. (This and the following 
book may have been reissued.) 

Green, Mary Rena Maverick, editor. Memoirs of Mary A. Maverick. 
Privately published, San Antonio, 1921. 

Hill, Jim Dan. The Texas Navy. University of Chicago Press, 
1937. 

Hollon, W. Eugene, and Ruth L. Butler, editors. William 
Bollaert's Texas, University of Oklahoma Press, Norman^ 1956. 

Horgan, Paul. Great River: the Rio Grande in North American 
History. Holt and Rinehart, New York, 1954. 

James, Marquis. The Raven. Bobbs-Merrill, Indianapolis, 1953. 

Jones, Anson. Memoranda and Official Correspondence Relating 
to the Repxjblic of Texas. Rio Grande Press, Chicago, 1966 (a 
limited-edition reissue). 

Jones, William Moses. Texas History Carved in Stone. Privately 
published, Houston, 1958. (Probably out of print, but quite valuable 
if it can be found.) 

Kelley, Dayton, editor. The Handbook of Waco and McLennan 
County, Texas. Texian Press, Waco, 1972, 

Kemp, Louis Wiltz, Signers of the Texas Declaration of Inde
pendence. Anson Jones Press, Salado, Texas, 1959, 

Lathrop, Barnes F. Migration Into East Texas, 1835-1860: A 
Study from the United StaEes Census. Texas State Historical Asso
ciation, Austin, 1949. 

Lea, Tom. The King Ranch. Little, Brown and Company, Boston, 
1957. 

Linn, John J. Reminiscences of Fifty Years in Texas. Steck 
Co., Austin, 1^35 (a reissue). 



McDonalf, Archie. Hurrah for Texas! The Diary of Adolphus 
Sterne. Texian Press, Waco, 1969. " 

McLean, Malcolm, editor. Papers Concerning Robertson's Colony 
In Texas. Texas Christian University Press, Fort Worth, 1974. 

Matthews, Sallie R. Interwoven; a Pioneer Chronicle. Uni
versity of Texas Press, Austin, 1974, — 

Mayhall, Mildred P. The Kiowas. University of Oklahoma Press, 
Norman, 1971. 

Nixon, Pat Ireland, Medical History of Early Texas. 1528-1853, 
Privately published, 1946. 

Osburn, Mary M, The Atascosita Census of 1826, Texian Press, 
Waco, 1964. 

Quaife, Milo M., editor. The Southwestern Expedition of 
Zebulon M. Pike. R.R. Donnelley and Sons, Chicago, 1925. 

Ramsdell, Charles. San Antonio. University of Texas Press, 
Austin, 1959. 

Red, W.S. The Texas Colonists and Religion. Privately pub
lished, Austin, 1924. 

Richardson, Rupert N., and Harold B. Simpson, editors. Frontier 
Forts of Texas. Texian Press, Waco, 1966. 

Richardson, Rupert N., editor. Rangers of Texas. Texian Press, 
Waco, 1969. 

Simpson, Harold B. Gaines Mill to Appomattox. Texian Press, 
Waco, 1963. 

Simpson, Harold B., editor. Texas in the War, 1861-1865, com
piled by Marcus J. Wright. Hill Junior College Press, Hillsboro, 
1965. 

Smithwick, Noah. The Evolution of a State. Steck-Vaughn, 
Austin, 1968 (Facsimile Edition). 

Sonnichsen, Charles L. I'll Die Before I'll Run. Devin-Adair, 
New York, 1962. 

Sonnichsen, Charles L. Pass of the North. Texas Western 
Press, El Paso, 1968. 

Sonnichsen, Charles L. Tfeh Texas Feuds. Universi^ of New 
Mexico Press, Albuquerque, 1957̂ ! 

Spell, Lota M. Pioneer Printer: Samuel Bangs in Mexico and 
Texas. University of Texas Press, Austin, 1963. 



Steen, Ralph W. Twentieth Century Texas. Steck Co., Austin, 
1942. 

Tinkle, Lon. The Alamo; or 13 Days to Glory. New American 
Library, New York, 1960. 

Wallace, Ernest, and E.A. Hoebel. The Comanches, Lords of the 
South Plains. University of Oklahoma oPress, Norman, 1952. 

Warren, Harris G. The Sword Was Their Passport, Louisiana 
State University Press, Baton Rouge, 1943, 

Weddle, Robert S. The San Saba Mission, Spanish Pivot in Texas. 
University of Texas Press, Austin, 1964. 

E. Books Worthy of Notice 

Carter, Hodding, with Betty Carter. Doomed Road of Empire: the 
Spanish Trail of Conquest. McGraw-Hill, New York, 1963. (Less de
tailed but better coordinated than Mrs. Norvell's King's Highway, in 
List "C"; this should be easier to find than that book, and it gives 
a fair story of El Camino Real.) 

Gambrell, Herbert P. Anson Jones. Doubleday and Co., New York, 
1948. 

Gambrell, Herbert P. Mirabeau B. Lamar. The Southwest Press, 
Dallas, 1934. 

King, C Richard. Ghost Towns of Texas. Naylor Company, San 
Antonio, 1953. 

Richardson, Rupert N. The Comanche Barrier to South Plains 
Settlement. Arthur H. Clark, Glendale, Cal., 1933. 

Rister, Carl Coke. Fort Griffin on the Texas Frontier. Univer
sity of Oklahoma Press, Norman, 1956. 

Rister, Carl Coke. Oil! Titan of the Southwest. University of 
Oklahoma Press, Norman, 1949. 

F. Exceptional Reference Books (Rarely advertised for sale, but of 
the greatest value if they can be obtained.) 

Barker, Eugene C , editor. The Austin Papers. 3 volximes. 
Government Printing Press, Washington, D.C, 1924; and University 
of Texas Press, Austin, 1928. (No other reference works give as 
much colonial history of Texas as these volumes, which actually 
comprise more than three books.) 

Bolton, Herbert Eugene. Athanase de Mezieres and the Louisiana-
Texas Frontier, 1768-1780. 2 volximes. Cleveland, 1914. (For most 
purposes the Bolton book in List "B" will satisfy the researcher; 
thi'i work, however, has further material not in that more popular 
one.) » 
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Hodge, F.W. Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico. 
2 volxjmes. Pageant Books, New York, 1959. 

Lamar, Mirabeau B. The Papers of Mirabeau B. Lamar. 6 volximes. 
A.C. Baldwin and Sons, Austin, 1921. (Better than a scrapbook, this 
set of papers deals with many urgent matters involving Lamar and is 
filled with curiosa.) 

Texas State Library; Archives Division. Texas Indian Papers. 
5 volximes. Pemberton Press, Austin, 1966. 

Texas State Library; Archives Division. The Republic of Texas 
Post Office Papers. 4 volxjmes. Texas State Library and Archives, 
Austin, 1966 ft. 

Williams, Amelia W., and Eugene C Barker, editors. The Writings 
of Sam Houston. 8 volumes. University of Texas Press, Austin, 1938, 
1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1943. 

G. Church Histories (Needed, perhaps, for research leading to the 
marking of local churches.) 

Baker, Robert A. The Blossoming Desert: a Concise History of 
Texas Baptists. Word Books, Waco, 1970. 

Brown, Lawrence. The Episcopal Church in Texas, 1838-1874. 
Church Historical Society, Austin, 1963. 

Clark, Randolph. Reminiscences, Biographical and Historical. 
Privately published, Wichita Falls, 1919, 

Hall, Colby D. History of Texas Christian University. Texas 
Christian University Press, Fort Worth, 1947. 

McPherson, Chalmers. Disciples of Christ in Texas, Standard 
Publishing Co., Cincinnati, 1920. 

Morrell, Z.N. Flowers and Fruits in the Wilderness. Griffin 
Graphic Arts, Irving, Texas, 1966 (a reissue). 

Murphy, DuBose. A Short History of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Texas. Turner Co., Dallas, 1935 

Nail, Olin W., editor. Texas Methodist Centennial Yearbook. 
Privately published, Elgin, Texas, 1936. 

Nail, Olin W. The First Hundred Years of the Southwest Texas 
Conference of the Methodist Church, 1858-1958. Southwest Confer
ence, San Antonio, 1958. 

Nail, Olin W. History of Texas Methodism, 1900-1960. Privately 
published, Austin, 1961. 

Red, William Stuart. A History of the Presbyterian Church in 
Texas. Steck Co., Austin, 1936. 

Vernon, Walter. Methodism Moves Across North Texas. Historical 
Society, North Texas Conference of the Methodist Church, 1967. 



III. Guide for the Barker History Center Collections 

One other book you will find exceedingly useful if you contem
plate coming to Austin to do research is The University of Texas 
Archives: A Guide to the Historical Manxjscripts Collections in the 
University of Texas Library, compiled and edited by Chester V. Kiel-
man (University of Texas Press, Austin, 1967), 

Besides describing the various manuscript collections at the 
Barker History Center of the University of Texas, this guide is in
dexed in such a manner that the researcher can use it to find infor
mation about numerous persons whose papers, per se, have not been 
donated to the University of Texas. This is sucE~a specialized 
book that the average County Historical Commission Library will not 
have much use for it. Those of you who wish to do research of pro
fessional quality, however, will find it indispensable. 

IV. Historical Periodicals and Yearbooks 

Historical periodicals and yearbooks contain information quite 
valuable to County Historical Commissions. Thus, subscriptions to, 
back nxjmbers or other copies of the following might prove good in
vestments for your Commission: 

East Texas Historical Joxirnal. Published at Stephen F. 
Austin State University, Nacogdoches. 

Panhandle-Plains Historical Review. Published at West 
Texas State University, Canyon, 

Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Published by the 
Texas State Historical Association, at The 
University of Texas in Austin, 

Texana, Published by the Texian Press, Waco. 

West Texas Historical Association Yearbook. Published 
by the West Texas Historical Association, at 
Hardin-Simmons University in Abilene. 

There are other historical periodicals etc., in Texas, but 
these are conceded leaders in the field. 

V. Original Local Source Materials 

There is a very real need to preserve abstracts of title at 
the local level, as these give the best overall picture of a county's 
history that can be afforded by any givigft set of data. The legalis
tic docxjments comprising such abstracts describe in minute detail 
local roads, trails, geographic features and customs, as well as 
lives of local citizens,at given periods in the past. 

To the local historian, there is no substitute for the study 
of such docxjments as they are brought together in abstracts of title, 
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Therefore, you should strive for a collection of these abstracts. 
If a local bank or other institution is phasing out its library of 
abstracts of title, try to obtain and preserve the documents for 
use in research. 

Remember that sometimes these abstracts disclose some pathetic 
hxjman interest stories, so you should make certain they are never 
used to the hxjmiliation of any persons living or dead. 

There is abundant satisfaction in docximenting and writing good 
history for the locality in which one lives, as hximan life and dig
nity are enhanced by the knowledge of any community's historical 
background. With this in mind, your County Historical Commission 
will probably wish to do some writing--and perhaps publication--
of your own. 

To this end, in your library you should maintain vertical files 
with write-ups of historical topics, biographies, anecdotes and all 
sorts of what some might call "historical trivia", ("Historical 
trivia" is usually data for which one has no use today; it may well 
become very-much-sought-after information tomorrow.) If such is 
possible, contribute historical writings to your local newspaper. 
And, concerning local publications, an historical yearbook or quar
terly is a goal to which every County Historical Commission might 
well aspire. 

In operating your library, treat your local librarians courte
ously, and discuss with them your problems both of access to, and 
of preserving, historical materials. 

A County Historical Commission Library is not a minor and 
easily-manipulated resource. It may take years to stock it suit
ably. It may take considerable time as well to achieve sufficiently 
easy use of it. Thus, the sooner you begin on your library, the 
sooner you can maximize its benefits. 
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ORAL HISTORY 

The importance of establishing an oral history program is discussed 
in Section I. Also discussed in that section is the manner in which 
oral history projects can be utilized in historical research. 

The mechanics of initiating and carrying out ojral history projects 
are very adequately described in the publication, "Oral History for 
the Local Historical Society," by Willa K. Baxim. This booklet can be 
obtained for $3.00 from the American Association for State and Local 
History, 1315 Eighth Ave., South, Nashville, TN 37203. 

Following is a selected oral history bibliography which you should 
find helpful in developing your program. 

# # # 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
FOR 

ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS 

I. Periodicals 

Caplow, Theodore. "The Dynamics of Information Interviewing." 
American Journal of Sociology, 62(1956), 165-171. 

Committee on Oral History. "Oral History and Archivists: Some 
Questions to Ask." The American Archivist, 36(July, 1973), 
361-365. 

Dixon, Elizabeth I. "Oral History: A New Horizon." Library 
Journal, 87(April 1, 1962), 1363-1365. 

Dohrenwend, Barbara S., and Stephen A. Richardson. "A Use for 
Leading Questions in Research Interviewing." Human Organization, 
23(1964), 76-77. 

Gorden, R.L. "Dimensions of the Depth Interview." American 
Journal of Sociology, 62(1956), 158-164. 

Richardson, Stephen A. "The Use of Leading Questions in Nonschedule 
Interviews." Hximan Organization, 19(1960), 86-89. 

Rollins, Alfred B., Jr. "The Voice as History." The Nation, 
(Nov. 20, 1967), 518-521. 

Rumics, Elizabeth. "Oral History: Defining the Term." Wilson 
Library Bulletin, 40(March, 1966), 602-605. 

Schlesinger, Arthur M., Jr. "On the Writing of Contemporary 
History." Atlantic Monthly, 219(March, 1967), 69-74. 

Smigel, Edwin 0. "Interviewing a Legal Elite: The Wall Street 
Lawyer." American Journal of Sociology, 64(1958), 159-164. 



"Source Saver." Time, (April 3, 1950), 68. 

"The Pen vs. the Tape Recorder." Newsweek, 84(August 5, 1974), 
74-75. 

Van Djme, Larry. "Oral History: sharecroppers and Presidents, 
jazz and Texas oil." The Chronicle of Higher Education, 
8(Dec, 24, 1973), 9-11. 

Wickman, John E. "Oral History." History News, 28(May, 1973), 93, 

Zachert, Martha Jane K. "Oral History Interviewers." The Journal 
of Library History, 5(January, 1970), 80-87. 

II. Books 

Adams, Richard N. , and Jack J. Preiss, eds. Hxjman Orgaiiization 
Research: Field Relations and Techniques"! Homewood, 111inois 
Dorsey Press, 1960. See Chapter 27. 

Bingham, Walter V.D., and others. How to Interview. 4th rev. ed. 
New York: Harper, 1959. 

Cash, Joseph H., and Herbert T. Hoover, eds. To Be An Indian: 
An Oral History. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1971. 

Hyman, Herbert H. Interviewing in Social Research. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1954. 

Joseph, Peter, Good Times: An Oral History of America in the 
Nineteen Sixties. New York: Charterhouse Books, 1973. 

Kroeber, Alfred L. , ed. Anthropo!Logy Today: An Encyclopedic 
Inventory. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1953. 
See pp. 430-451. 

Lindzey, Gardner, and Elliott Aronson, eds. Ha.ndbook of Social 
Psychology. 2nd ed., Vol. 2. Cambridge, Massachusetts: 
Addison-Wesley, 1968. See pp. 526-595. 

Miller, Merle. 
Trximan. New 

Plain Speaking: An Oral Biography of Harry S. 
• York: Berkley Publishing Corporation, 19/3. 

Montell, William Lynwood. The Saga of Coe Ridge: A Study in 
Oral History. Knoxville"! University of Tennessee Press, 1970. 

Richardson, Stephen A., and others. Interviewing: Its Forms and 
Functions. New York: Basic Books"̂  1965. 

Terkel, Studs. Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression, 
New York: Pantheon Books, 1970. 

Tyrrell, William G. Tape-Recording Local History. Technical Leaf
let 35, Revised. Nashville: American Association for State 
and Local History, 1973. 



Wigginton, Eliot, ed. The Foxfire Book. New York: Anchor 
Books, Doubleday, ITHT. 

, ed. Foxfire 2. New York: Anchor Books, 
Doubleday, 1973. 

Williams, T. Harry. Huey Long. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1969 





THE TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 

The Texas Historical Foundation was established in 1954 
by a group of citizens to further the understanding and appre
ciation of Texas history by supporting preservation, conserva
tion, and educational programs. It is the goal of the Foundation 
to promote public participation in the historic preservation 
movement by helping to conserve existing sites and structures, 
and by providing outstanding educational programs. The Texas 
Historical Foundation has assisted numerous preservation pro
jects in various parts of the State. It has regularly offered 
educational programs, which have included every aspect of Texas 
history. 

Membership in the Texas Historical Foundation is open to 
everyone interested in conservation and preservation. The Texas 
Historical Foundation is supported primarily by membership dues 
and contributions. It is a non-profit educational organization. 

The offices of the Foundation are located in the restored 
Carrington-Covert House in Austin, Texas. The Carrington-Covert 
House serves as the office ofthe Texas Historical Commission as 
well. The Texas Historical Commission is the state agency charged 
with the responsibility of coordinating and directing preservation 
activities in the state of Texas. 

The Texas Historical Foundation provides a number of services 
in the field of preservation. The listing which follows reflects 
the diverse nature of the projects to which the Texas Historical 
Foundation gives its support. 

Annual Preservation Conference: 

This conference offers technical consultations, educational 
tours, and lectures designed to assist and coordinate the 
preservation efforts of county historical commissions. 

Archeology; 

The Texas Historical Foundation has funded archeological 
investigations, protection of the pictograph sites, and 
purchased equipment for the underwater excavation of the 
1554 Spanish silver fleet shipwreck sites off the coast 
of Padre Island. 

Architectural and Restoration Conferences; 

The Texas Historical Foundation funds architectural and 
restoration conferences, as part of its educational program. 
One example is "Exploration of a Common Legacy: A Conference 
on Border Architecture" which was held on January 20-21, 1978, 
in McAllen. The "Proceedings" of this conference were printed 



in both English and Spanish in order to promote further 
interest in and study of the Valley's heritage by all 
citizens of that region. 

Filmstrips; 

The filmstrip program was established as a pilot project to 
provide teachers with audio-visual aids in the teaching of 
Texas history. 

Historical Marking Program; 

The Foundation processes all applications for historical 
markers. After Commission staff research, authenticate 
and write a marker inscription, the Foundation orders the 
approved text from the foundry and serves as a flow-through 
for payment of the marker fabrication. About 350 marker 
applications are processed annually. The Foundation contracts 
with a computer specialist to handle the records of the more 
than 7,000 Official Texas Historical Markers. 

Publications Revolving Fund; 

A publications revolving fund has been established for the 
publication of high quality works dealing with Texas history, 
Robertson's Colony, Volume III, is the first work published 
under this arrangement. 

The Texas Heritage Council: 

The Texas Heritage Council, a committee of the Texas Histor
ical Foundation was organized three years ago. Membership 
is open to preservation organizations which would benefit 
from the exchange of information, educational programs, news
letters, publications, and other appropriate activities. 

Visiting Specialist Program; 

Visiting specialists in the fields of architecture and museum 
sciences are made available to preservationists throughout 
the state by the Texas Historical Foundation. This program 
has been immensely successful, and has resulted in a great 
savings of time, money, and historic structures throughout 
Texas. 

Winedale Seminars: 

The Winedale Seminars are conducted twice yearly for the 
purpose of assisting beginning museum professionals by 
exposing them to outstanding authorities in the field, 
and to a concentration of actual museum situations. The 
overwhelming number of applicants for the seminars demon
strates the success of the program. 



The Texas Historical Foundation serves the entire state 
of Texas. The seminars and workshops which it sponsors are 
conducted in many different locations, and they are attended 
by citizens from all over Texas. At this time, the attendance 
at these educational programs is numbering in the thousands. 

The Foundation has given financial support to numerous 
conservation and preservation projects over the State. For 
example, ancient pictograph sites were in danger of being 
destroyed by vandalism. The Foundation funded the fencing 
of the entire area and provided security, which has eliminated 
the vandalism and preserved the site for the enjoyment of gen
erations to come. The Texas Historical Foundation assisted in 
the funding of the excavation of the 1554 Spanish shipwreck 
sites. The artifacts discovered form an outstanding museum 
exhibition, which is on a three-year tour of the museums of 
the State at this time. 

The Visiting Specialist Program has been invaluable to 
many communities, which were trying to start a new museum, 
conserve a site, or restore an historic structure. The Founda
tion provides one-time consultation by a professional to the 
local community. The professional must then provide a compre
hensive plan which the community may use to plot their course 
of action. This program is in constant demand, and has resulted 
in a great saving of money and structures for the people of Texas. 




