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NOTE 

These regulations are furnished by the Department of Zoning and 
Environmental Control, City of Lubbock, in an attempt to save you, the 
subdivider; the Planning and Zoning Commission; the City Staff and the 
tax payer time and money. 

Anyone proposing to subdivide property within the City of Lubbock, 
or within five miles of the city limits of the City of Lubbock, should 
read these regulations carefully prior to commencing any subdivision 
activity. 

When seeking the aid of a surveyor, engineer, architect, or other 
professional, you should be certain that they are also familiar with 
these requirements. 

It is necessary that prior to and during the preparation of a plat, 
representatives of local utility companies and appropriate City depart
ments be contacted. 

ALL REQUIREMENTS AS SPECIFIED HEREIN SHALL BE MET PRIOR 
TO ACCEPTANCE OF A PLAT BY THIS DEPARTMENT. 



Chapter 29 

SUBDIVISIONS::~ 

Section 29-1. Title. 

This chapter shall be known as and may be cited as "City of Lubbock 
Subdivision Regulations". (Ordinance No. 1331, (1) ) 

Section 29-2. Definitions. 

The following words and phrases as used in this chapter shall have 
the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this section: 

Alley. The word "alley" shall mean any minor way which is used 
primarily for vehicular service acces s to the back side of 
properties otherwise abutting on a street. 

Arterial streets or highways. Arterial streets and highways are those 
which are used primarily for fast or 
heavy traffic. 

Collector streets. Collector streets are those which carry traffic 
from minor streets to the major system of 
arterial streets and highways, including the 
principal entrance streets of a residential 
development and streets for circulation within 
such a development. 

Industrial streets. Industrial streets are those which carry heavy 
industrial traffic from the industrial areas to 
the major system of arterial streets and highways, 
including the principal entrance streets of an 
industrial area and streets for circulation within 
the industrial area. 

Lake Area. That part of any natural storm water lake area in the City, 
the perimeter of which has been established by the City 
Engineer and is substantially the estimated high-water 
level indicated on plats of any lake area as approved by 
the Planning Commission. 

:~State law reference - For state law referring to platting and recording 
subdivisions, see Rev. Civil Stats., art. 974a. 

Cross references - As to powers and duties of Planning and Zoning 
Commission relative to the division of lands, see (2-51) of this Code. As to 
extension of water and sewer lines to subdivisions, see (34-54). 
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Lot. "Lot" means an undivided tract or parcel of land under one 
ownership having access to a street, either occupied or to be 
occupied by a building or building group, together with accessory 
buildings, which parcel of land is designated as a separate and 
distinct tract, and is identified by a tract or lot number or sym
bol in a duly approved subdivision plat filed of record. 

Marginal acces s streets. Marginal access streets are minor streets 
which are parallel to and adjacent to arterial 
streets and highways, and provide access to 
abutting properties and protection from through 
traffic. 

Minor streets. Minor streets are those which are used primarily for 
acces s to the abutting properties. 

Planning Commission. Planning Commission or Commission shall be 
deemed to refer to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission of the City. 

Shall, may. The word "shall" shall be deemed as mandatory; the word 
"may" shall be deemed as permissive. 

I 

Street. The term" s'treet" means a way for vehicular traffic, whether 
designated a street, highway, thoroughfare, parkway, through
way, road, avenue, boulevard, lane, place, or however other
wise designated. 

Subdivider. "Subdivider" means a person who causes land to be divided 
into a subdivision for himself or others or seeks authori
zation therefore. 

Subdivision. Subdivision means the division or proposed division of a 
parcel of land into two (2) or more lots or parcels for the 
purpose of transfer of ownership or building development; 
provided, that a division of land for agricultural purposes 
into lots or parcels of five (5) acres or more not involving a 
new street or alley shall not be deemed a subdivision. 

, 

The term includes re-subdivision and, when appropriate 
to the context, shall relate to the process of subdividing 
or to the land subdivided. (Ordinance No. 1331, (1); 
Ordinance No. 1565, (1); Ordinance No. 2090, (lA) ) 

Section 29-3. Procedure. 

A. PROCEDURE FOR CONDITIONAL APPROVAL OF PRELIMINARY PLAT. 
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(I) On reaching conclusions, informally as recommended by 
the City Commission, ~:~ regarding his general program and 
objectives, the subdivider shall cause to be prepared a pre
liminary plat, together with improvement plans and other 
supplementary material as applicable in Section 29-5 of this 
Code. 

(2) Twenty (20) copies of the preliminary plat shall be submitted 
to the Secretary, Planning and Zoning Commission, at least 
twenty (20) days prior to the meeting at which it is to be con
sidered, together with deposit of an application and proces sing 
fee in the amount of twenty-five dollars if the plat contains one 
acre or less plus an additional fee of five dollars for each acre 
in the plat over one (1) acre. 

Preliminary plats submitted for re-approval must be accom
panied by a fee of twenty-five dollars. 

(3) The following notice shall be stamped on the face of each 
preliminary plat by the Secretary of the Planning Commission: 
"Preliminary Plat - for the inspection purposes only, and in 
no way official or approved for record purposes". 

(4) Following review of the preliminary plat and other material 
submitted for conformity thereof to these regulations, and 
negotiations with the subdivider on changes deemed advisable 
and the kind and extent of improvements to be made by him, 

~:~Suggestion to subdivider - The subdivider should avail himself of the 
advice and assistance of the Planning Commission, and consult early and 
informally with the Commission staff before preparation of the preliminary 
plat and before formal application for its approval, in order to save time 
and money and to make the most of his opportunities. He should also con
sult with parties potentially interested with him or with the ultimate users 
of the development, such as lending and mortgage insurance institutions, 
with a view to reaching, at this initial stage, firm conclusions regarding 
what part of the market demand should be served, the suitability of the 
location of the proposed subdivision, the most advantageous subdivision 
plan, and the arrangement of streets, lots, utilities, and other features 
of the proposed development. 
Supplement No. 22. 
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the Planning Commission shall, within thirty (30) days, act 
thereon as submitted, or modified, and if approved, the 
Planning Commission shall express its approval as conditional 
approval and state the conditions of such approval, if any, or 
if disapproved, shall express its disapproval and its reasons 
therefore. 

(5) The action of the Planning Commission shall be noted on two 
(2) copies of the preliminary plat, referenced and attached to 
an conditions determined. One (1) copy shall be returned to 
the subdivider and the other retained by the Planning Commission. 

(6) Conditional approval of a preliminary plat shall not constitute 
approval of the final plat. Rather, it shall be deemed an ex
pres sion of approval to the layout submitted on the preliminary 
plat as a guide to the preparation of the final plat which will 
be submitted for approval of the Planning Commission and for 
recording upon fulfillment of the requirements of these regu
lations and the conditions of the conditional approval, if any. 

B. PROCEDURE FOR APPROVAL OF FINAL PLAT. 

(1) The final plat shall conform substantially to the preliminary 
plat as approved, and, if desired by the subdivider, it may 
constitute only that portion of the approved preliminary plat 
which he proposes to record and develop at the time; provided, 
however, that such portion conforms to all requirements of 
these regulations. 

(2) Fifteen (15) copies of the final plat, together with two (2) 
reproducible sepias and supplementary materials required 
for approval shall be prepared as specified in Section 29-6 
of this Code, and shall be submitted to the Planning Commission 
within one hundred eighty (180) days after approval of the 
preliminary plat; otherwise, such approval shall become null 
and void, unless an extension of time is applied for and granted 
by the Planning Commission. (Ordinance No. 1331, (2); 
Ordinance No. 2090, (IB); Ordinance No. 2733, l(A), 3-26-59); 
Ordinance No. 4802, (1, 9-21-65) ) 

(3) Final plats submitted for approval must be accompanied by a 
processing fee in the amount of twenty-five dollars if the 
plat contains one (1) acre or les s plus an additional fee of five 
dollars for each acre in the plat over one (1) acre. 

Amendment note - Section l(A) of Ordinance No . 2733 amended 

(29-3B(2) ) to extend from 60 to 180 the number of days for 
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submis sion of the final plat after approval of the preliminary 
plat. Ordinance No. 4802, (1), amended (29-3A(2) ) by in
creasing the number of plat copies from 8 to 10, deleting a 
requirement for filing supplementary materials, and adding 
the deposit requirement. 

C. PROCEDURE FOR SECURING PERMISSION TO MAKE EXCAVATIONS 
AND FILLS. 

The approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission shall be 
secured before any excavations, removal of earth, reshaping, or cut 
and fills are made. The procedure for securing such approval shall 
be the same as set forth in Section 29-3A of this Code. The purpose 
of this requirement is to avoid possible unsafe, unsanitary, and un
maintainable and unsightly excavations or "holes" which might also 
create drainage problems. Excepted from this requirement are 
those excavations and fills made in the course of construction, such 
.as foundations, bas ements, or sub-floors, which are authorized by 
a building permit. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation, or 
association, as owner, proprietor, leassee, or occupant of any lot 
or tract of land to engage in or authorize a cut and fill, excavation, 
removal of earth, or reshaping in or upon such property, without 
first securing the approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
in the manner set forth above. 

Section 29-4. Design standards. 

A. STREETS. 

(1) The arrangement, character, extent, width, grade, and 
location of all streets shall conform to the master thorough
fare plan and other master plans of the City and shall be 
considered in their relation to existing and planned streets, 
to topographical conditions, to public convenience and 
safety, and in their appropriate relation to the proposed uses 
of the land to be served by such streets. 

(2) Where such is not shown in the master thoroughfare plan, 
the arrangement of streets in a subdivision shall either: 

(a) Provide for the continuation or appropriate projection 
of existing principal streets in surrounding areas; or 

(b) Conform to a plan for a neighborhood approved or adopted 
by the Planning Commission to meet a particular situation 
where topographical or other conditions make continuance 
or conformance to existing streets impracticable. 
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(3) Minor streets shall be so laid out that their use by through 
traffic will be discouraged. 

(4) Where a subdivision abuts or contains an existing or pro
posed semi-freeway street, the Planning Commission may 
require marginal access streets, reverse frontage with 
screen planting contained in a non-access reservation along 
the rear property line, deep lots with re ar service alleys, 
or such other treatment as may be necessary for adequate 
protection of residential properties and to afford separation 
of through and local traffic. 

(5) Where a subdivision borders on or contains a railroad 
right-of-way or limited-access highway right-of-way, the 
Planning Commission may require a street approximately 
parallel to and on each side of such right-of-way, at a distance 
suitable for the appropriate use of the intervening land, as for 
park purposes in residential districts, or for commerical or 
industrial purposes in appropriate districts. Such distances 
shall also be determined with due regard for the requirements 
of approach grades and future grade separations. 

(6) Reserve strips controlling access to streets shall be prohi
bited except where their control is definitely placed in the 
City under conditions approved by the Planning Commission. 

(7) Street jobs with center line offsets of less than one hundred 
twenty-five (125) feet shall be avoided. 

(8) Street intersections shall be as nearly at right angles as 
practicable. 

(9) At each street intersection, the property line at each block 
corner shall be rounded with a curve or radius of not less than 
fifteen (15) feet. 

(10) Street right-of way widths shall be as shown in the master 
thoroughfare plan~:~ and where not shown therein shall be not 
less than as follows: 

~(Cross reference - See (28-70) et seq. of this Code. 

Supplement No. 22. 
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Street Type Right-of- Way Feet 

Arterial ................................. 90-200 
Collector ................................ 60- 80 
Minor, for apartment developments ......... 60 
Minor, for other residences .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 56 
Marginal acces s .......................... 30- 40 
Industrial. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 75 

(11) Half streets shall be prohibited, except where essential to 
the reasonable development of the subdivision and these 
regulations, and where the Planning Commission finds it 
will be practicable to require the dedication of the other 
half when the adjoining property is subdivided. Wherever 
a half street is adjacent to a tract to be subdivided, the 
other half of the street shall be platted within such tract. 

(12) Dead-end streets may be platted where the Planning Commission 
deems desirable and where the land adjoins property not sub
divided, in which case the streets shall be carried to the boun
daries thereof. 

(13) Dead-end streets, designed to be so permanently, shall not 
be longer than six hundred (600) feet and shall be provided at 
the closed end with a turn-around having an outside roadway 
diameter of at least one hundred (100) feet. 

(14) No street names shall be used which will duplicate or be con
fused with the names of existing streets. Street names shall be 
subject to approval of the Planning Commission and shall be in 
accordance with the City's street naming plan. 

Cross reference - As to master thoroughfare plan, see (28-70) 
et seq. of this Code. Other master plans include, but are not 
limited to, the street naming plan, the sanitary sewer plan, 
and the water distribution plan, all of which are on file in the 
Engineering Department. 

B. ALLEYS. 

(1) Alleys shall be provided in commercial and industrial districts, 
except that the Planning Commission may waive this requirement 
where other definite and assured provision is made for service 
access, such as off-street loading, unloading, and parking 
consistent with and adequate for the uses proposed. 
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(2) In residential districts, alleys shall be provided parallel 
or approximately parallel to the frontage of the street. 

(3) The minimum width of an alley shall be twenty (20) feet. 

(4) Where two (2) alleys intersect, a cut-off of not less than 
ten (10) feet along each property line from the normal 
intersection of the property lines shall be provided. 

(5) Dead-end alleys shall be avoided where pos sible, but, if 
unavoidable, shall be provided with adequate turn-around 
facilities at the dead end as determined by the Planning 
Commission. 

C. BLOCKS. 

(1) The lengths, widths, and shapes of blocks shall be determined 
with due regard to: 

(a) Provision of adequate building sites suitable to the 
special needs of the type of use contemplated. 

(b) Zoning requirements as to lot sizes and dimensions. 

(c) Needs for convenient access, circulation, control, and 
safety of street traffic. 

(d) Limitations and opportunities of topography. 

(2) Block lengths shall not exceed Seven hundred (700) feet, or be 
less than five hundred (500) feet, except under unusual con
ditions approved by the Planning Commission. Block depths 
shall not be less than two hundred forty (240) feet. 

(3) Pedestrian walks not less than ten (10) feet wide shall be 
required where deemed essential to provide circulation, or 
access to schools, playgrounds, shopping centers, trans
portation' and other community facilities. 

D. LOTS. 

(1) The lot size, width, shape, and orientation, and the mlnlmum 
building set-back lines shall be appropriate for the location of 
the subdivision and for the type of development and use con
templated. 

'~Editor' s Note - The City's Zoning Ordinance is carried in the Appendix 
to this Code. 
Supplement No. 32 
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(2) Lot dimensions shall conform to the requirements of the 
Zoning Ordinance. 

(3) Each lot shall front upon a public street. 

(4) Double frontage and reserve frontage lots should be avoided, 
except where essential to provide separation of residential 
development from traffic arteries or to overcome specific 
disadvantages of topography and orientation. A planting 
screen reservation of at least ten (10) feet, across which there 
shall be no right of acces s, shall be provided along the line of 
lots abutting such a traffic artery or other disadvantageous 
use. 

(5) Side lot lines shall be substantially at right angles or radial 
to street lines. 

(6) Where the area is divided into larger lots than for normal 
urban building sites and, in the opinion of the Planning 
Commission, any or all of the tracts are susceptable of 
being re-subdivided, the original subdivision shall be such 
that the alignment of future street dedication may conform 
to the general street layout in the surrounding area. 

E. BUILDING LINES. 

Building lines shall be shown on all lots intended for residen
tial use and in some cases may be required on lots intended for 
business use, and shall provide at least the setback required by 
the Zoning Ordinance. 

F. FLOOD AREAS. 

A reas within the jurisdiction of the Planning Commission 
subject to flood conditions, as established by the City Engineer, ~:: 
will not be considered for subdivision purposes until adequate 
drainage has been provided. (Ordinance No. 1331, (3); Ordinance 
No. 1819, (1); Ordinance No. 2090, (lC); Ordinance No. 5527, 
(1,9-12-68) ) 

Amendment note - Ordinance No. 5527 (1), amended (29-4D(2) ) 
by deleting lot dimensions applicable when same are more stringent 
than those in the Zoning Ordinance contained in the Appendix to 
this Code. 

~::Note - Ordinance No. 4467, enacted July 16, 1964, and codified as 
(29 -47 -1), provides that when the words "City Enginee r" appear in certain 
designated sections, the words should be construed to mean the Building 
Inspector. 
Supplement No. 32 
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G. LAKE AREAS 

In the interest of the health safety and welfare of the residents 
of the area involved, dedications of lake areas for public parks shall be 
required as follows: 

(1) All land within a lake area shall be dedicated as public park land 
in its natural state at the time of platting after recommendation by 
the Parks Board or: 

(2) Land within a lake area shall be dedicated as public park land, subject 
to approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission in conjunction with 
a proper cut-and-fill plan, after recommendation by the Parks Board, 
Under the following conditions; 

(a) Land may be reclaimed for private use provided the total 
reclaimed shall not exceed 30% of the total land in the lake 
area which is owned by the developer. Land reclaimed for 
use as public right-of-way shall not be considered as part 
of the 30% private use area; 

(b) All areas remaining in the lake a.rea below the high water 
elevation shall be dedicated as public park. 

(3) Where variations of park dedication requirements, as listed above, 
are approved by the Planning and. Zoning Commission allowing land 
below high water to be retained as private recreational or open-space 
land, the following conditions must be met: 

Covenants or ownership agreements providing for the perpetuc:l . 
ownership and maintenance of such area must be submitted and 
approved by the City Attorneys I Ofice and Planning and Z0ning 
Commission and filed of record with the final plat. 

(4) Development of all lake areas shall conform to "·~e following 
requirements: 

(a) Improvements within or adjacent LO suCh laK.e areas snaIl be in 
accordance with Sectio:l llJ-6. B of the Sub-division Regulations. 

(b) Areas to be dedicated as puolic park shall be designated or plats 
and referenced in the dedication deed as "puolic parK" and shall 
be designated by a lot or tract number. 

(c) No lot or tract adjacent to or witnin a lake area or on a bordering 
street may be final platte:l until such lake area has been final 
platted and dedicated as described herein. Along with the 
dedication of storm waLer storage and drainage easements 
required by the City Engineer. 
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(d) All borrow area slopes shall be at a 1: 7 slope. 

(e) All fill area slopes shall be at a 1: 20 slope. 

(f) The lake area shall not have the water nolding capacity decreased 
by reason of cut-and-fill, redesign or the creation of a constant
level lake. 

(5) The dedication of lake areas as pUblic parKs shall not prohibit t.he 
requirement of the dedication of otner land for pUblic..: parks, play
grounds or other pUblic uses. 

(6) Requirements imposed in this Section by the Planning and Zonin g 
Commission may be appealed to the City Council. 

(7) Any variance in the requirements of this Section snall be approved by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission and may be appealed to tne 
City Council. 
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Section 29-5. Preliminary plans and data for conditional approval. 

A. PLATS. 

Twenty (20) copies or prints of the proposed subdivision 
drawn to a scale of one hundred (100) feet to one (1) inch, 
provided, however, that for subdivisions of one (1) acre or 
less, the plat may be drawn to a scale of fifty (50) feet to 
one (1) inch, and showing the following: 

(1) Boundary lines, bearings, and distances sufficient to locate 
the exact area proposed for subdivision. 

(2) The name and location of all adjoining subdivisions shall 
be drawn to the same scale and shown in dotted lines ad
jacent to the tract proposed for subdivision in sufficient 
detail to show accurately the existing streets and alleys and 
other features that may influence the layout and development 
of the proposed subdivision. Adjacent unplatted land shall 
show property lines and owners of record. 

(3) The location and widths of all streets, alleys, easements 
and ways existing or proposed within the subdivision limits. 

(4) The location of all existing property lines, buildings, sewer 
or water mains, gas mains, or other underground structures, 
easements or other existing features within the area proposed 
for subdivision. 

(5) Proposed arrangement of lots and proposed use of sa.me. 
All lots, plots or building sites in any original subdivision 
shall be numbered consecutively from one to the total number 
of lots in the subdivision. The elimination of block numbers 
or letters is desired. All lots, plots, or building sites in 
any re-subdivision shall be lettered A, B, C, etc. 

(6) The title under which the proposed subdivision is to be 
recorded, the name of the owner with sufficient data to show 
ownership, and the name of the engineer platting the tract. 

(7) Sites, if any, to be reserved or dedicated for parks, play
grounds, or other public uses. 

(8) Scale, north arrow, date, and other pertinent data. 

(9) Property owner's name, address, and telephone number. 

(IO) Accurate one-foot interval contours. 
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B. PROTECTIVE COVENANTS. 

Draft of any protective covenants whereby the subdivider 
proposes to regulate land use in the subdivision. (Ordinance 
No. 1331, (4); Ordinance No. 2090, (ID, E) ) 

Section 29-6. Final approval requirements. 

A. PLATS AND DATA FOR FINAL APPROVAL. 

(1) Final plat. ~:~ Upon receiving conditional approval as provided 
in Section 29-5 of this Code, the owner of the tract proposed 
for subdivision shall, within one hundred eighty (ISO) days, 
have prepared and submitted a final plat to the Planning 
Commission. Two (2) reproducible sepias and fifteen (15) 
copies shall be drawn upon sheets, eighteen (IS) inches by 
twenty-four (24) inches, twenty-four (24) inches by thirty-
six (36) inches, eighteen (IS) inches by forty-eight (4S) inches 
and shall be at a scale of one hundred (100) feet to one (1) 
inch. Where necessary, the plat may be on several sheets 
accompanied by an index sheet showing the entire subdivision. 
For large subdivisions, the final plat may be submitted for 
approval progressively in contiguous sections satisfactory to 
the Planning Commission. The final plat shall show the 
following: 

(a) Primary control points, approved by the City Engineer, 
or descriptions and "ties" to such control points, to 
which all dimensions, angles, bearings, new city block 
number or county block number and similar data on the 
plat shall be referred. 

(b) Tract boundary lines sufficient to locate the exact area 
proposed for subdivision, right-of-way lines of streets, 
easements, and other right-of-ways, and property lines 
of residential lots and other sites with accurate dimen
sions, bearings, or deflection angles, and radii, arcs, 
and central angles of all curves. 

(c) Name and right-of-way width of each street or other 
right-of-way. 

~~Amendment note - Section 1 (B) of Ordinance No. 2733, enacted 
March 26, 19159, amended the first sentence of (29-6A(I) ) to increase 
the number oif days specified therein from 60 to ISO. 
Supplement No. 32 
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(d) Location, dimensions, and purpose of any eas ements. 

(e) Number to identify each lot or site. 

(f) Purpose for which sites, other than residential lots, are 
dedicated or reserved. 

(g) Minimum building setback line when required by the 
Planning Commission. 

(h) Location and description of monuments. 

(i) Reference to recorded subdivision plats of adjoining 
platted land by record name, date, and number. 

(j) Surveyor I s certificate to be placed on the plat: 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 

That I, , do hereby ---------------------------------certify that I prepared this plat from an actual and accurate 
survey of the land and that the corner monuments shown 
thereon were properly placed under my personal super
vision, in accordance with the Subdivision Regulations of 
the City of Lubbock, Texas. 

(k) Certificate of approval by the City Planning Commission: 
(To be placed on plat) 

Approved this day of --------------------19 by the City Planning Commission of the City of 
Lubbock, Texas. 

Chairman 

Secretary 

Title, scale, north arrow, and date. 

Jocation of point of intersection and points of tangency of 
treet intersections other than right angle intersections. 
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(2) Owner's certificate or deed of dedication. The dedication 
deed or certificate of dedication shall be executed by all 
persons, firms, or co;rporations owning an interest in the 
property subdivided and platted, and shall be acknowledged 
in the manner prescribed by the laws of the State of Texas 
for conveyances of real property. Two (2) true copies must 
be furnished with the original. The wives of all married men 
executing such dedication deed or certificate of dedication 
shall join with their husbands therein unless satisfactory proof 
be provided showing that the property to be subdivided does not 
constitute any portion of such party's homestead, in which case 
the instrument of dedication shall state the fact that the pro
perty subdivided and platted does not constitute a part of such 
party's homestead and positively designates and identifies such 
party's actual homestead. In the case of lienholders, they may 
execute a subordination agreement subordinating their liens to 
all public streets, alleys, parks, school sites, and any other 
public areas shown on the plat of such subdivision as being set 
aside for public uses and purposes. The dedication deed or 
certificate of dedication shall, in addition to the above require
ments, contain the following: 

(a) An accurate description of the tract of land subdivided. 

(b) A statement and expres s representation that the parties 
joining in such dedication deed or certificate of dedication 
are the sole owners of such tract of land. 

(c) An express dedication to the public for public use forever; 
the streets, alleys, right-of-ways, parks, school sites, 
and other public places shown on the attached plat. 

(d) A positive reference and identification of the plat of such 
subdivision by the name of such subdivision, date of plat, 
and engineer. 

(3) Certificate of improvement. The City Engineer shall furnish 
the Planning Commission with a written certification stating 
that all improvements required by subsection B hereof which 
have been completed prior to final approval have been satis
factorily completed in accordance with all City plans and 
specifications for such improvements, and shall further 
certify that sufficient cash has been deposited or a surety 
bond furnished with the City to secure the completion of all 
those improvements so required which are incomplete. When 
a surety bond has been furnished, the City in lieu of any or 
all of the required improvements, it shall be delivered to the 
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City Attorney for approval. The surety bond shall have 
attached thereto a copy of the contract for such improvements 
and such other information and data necessary to determine 
the validity and enforceability of such bond. When the bond 
has been examined and approved, the City Attorney shall 
furnish the Planning Commis sion with a written certification 
that the surety bond is valid and enforceable as regards all 
improvements required by this chapter still incomplete and 
for which cash deposit has not been made. 

(4) Protective covenants, if any, in form for recording. 

(5) Certificate showing that all taxes have been paid on the tract 
to be subdivided, and that no delinquent taxes exist against 
the property. 

(6) Other data. Such other certificates, affidavits, endorsements, 
or deductions as may be required by the Planning Commission 
for the enforcement of those regulations. 

B. IMPROVEMENTS REQUIRED PRIOR TO ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
FINAL PLAT. 

(1) Monuments. 

(a) Monuments consisting of one-inch iron pipe, twenty-six (26) 
inches in length, shall be placed at all corners of the block 
lines, the point of intersection of the alley and block lines, . 
and at the points of intersection of curves and tangents of 
the subdivision. This twenty-six (26) inch pipe shall be in 
two (2) lengths, one eighteen (18) inches in length, with an 
eight-inch length of pipe above, which shorter length shall 
be placed flush with the average ground elevation. When 
extremely loose soil conditions are encountered, upon 
authorization of the City Engineer, an eight-inch wooden 
two (2) inch by two (2) inch stake as a substitute shall be 
driven in the top of the eighteen-inch length of one-inch pipe. 
All markers shall be indicated on the final plat. 

(b) Lot markers shall be two (2) inch by two (2) inch wooden 
stakes placed at each corner of all lots flush with the average 
ground elevation, or they may be countersunk, if necessary, 
in order to avoid being disturbed. 

(c) Two (2) of the monuments provided in subsection (a) above 
for block corner or intersection corners shall be permanent 
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survey reference points. These points shall be marked 
with monuments, the top of which shall be twelve (12) 
inches below the existing ground and shall be made of 
two-inch diameter iron pipe eighteen (18) inches in length, 
the top twelve (12) inches of which shall be set in concrete. 
Inside of the two-inch pipe and extending to the surface of 
the ground a one -inch iron pipe shall be installed. These 
reference points should be located so as to establish one 
side of the subdivision. 

(2) Streets. 

(a) Grading, drainage, and drainage structures neces sary to 
the proper use and draining of streets, highways, and ways, 
and to the public safety, all in accordance with plans and 
specifications of the City. 

(b) All streets within or abutting to the proposed subdivision 
shall be paved and curbs and gutters installed, according 
to City specifications. All paving shall be to the width 
specified on the master thoroughfare plan~:~ of the City and 
shall be constructed under the supervision of the City 
Engineer. In the case of streets along the boundary of a 
proposed subdivision, the developer shall deposit one-half 
(1/2) of the estimated cost of paving such streets with the 
City. Cost of all paving shall be borne by the subdivider 
except that the City may participate in the cost of paving 
under the provisions of then existing paving policies. 

(c) Underground utility lines required in the subdivision shall 
be placed under or ac ros s all streets prior to paving. 

(d) Provided, however, the requirements of paragraph (b) of 
this subsection shall not be required when the Planning 
Commis sion finds one of the following situations to exist: 

(1) The replatting of a subdivision existing of record on 
January 22, 1953, having designated building lots none 
of which exceed one (1) acre in area and no existing 
streets are being relocated by the replat. 

(2) A tract of land under separate ownership of record 
prior to January 22, 1953, which abuts less than a block 
of street or is les s than three (3) ac res in area. 

~:~Editor's note - See (28-70) et seq. of this Code. 
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(3) Any street either within or bordering the proposed 
subdivision where paving or curb and gutter con
struction is not feasible due to existing right-of-way 
or drainage difficulties. 

(3) Water and sewer. 

(a) Water and sewer lines shall be installed to serve all lots 
within the proposed subdivision under the provisjons of 
Chapter 34 of this Code. 

(b) Provided, however, the requirements of paragraph (a) 
of this subsection shall not be required when the Planning 
Commission finds one of the following situations to exist: 

(1) The replatting of a subdivision existing of record on 
January 22, 1953, having designated building lots none 
of which exceed one (1) acre in area and no existing 
streets or alleys are being relocated by the replat. 

(2) Where water or sewer is not available and cannot be 
made available in the immediate future. 

(3) Tract of land under separate ownership of record prior 
to January 22, 1953, which is three (3) acres or less 
in area. 

(4) Street lighting. 

(a) The minimum requirement for street lighting facilities 
shall be one-candle power light, or equal, at each street 
intersection within or abutting the subdivision. Light 
standards shall be approved by the City Electric Department. 

(b) Provided, however, the requirements of paragraph (a) of 
this subsection shall not be required when the Planning 
Commission finds one of the following situations to exist: 

(1) The replatting of a subdivision existing of record on 
January 22, 1953, having designated building lots none 
of which exceed one (1) acre in area and no existing 
streets are being relocated by the replat. 

(2) Tract of land under separate ownership of record prior 
to January 22, 1953, which is three (3) acres or less 
in area. 
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(5) Street name signs. 

(a) Street name signs shall be placed at all street intersections 
within or abutting the subdivision. Such signs shall be of a 
type approved by the City and shall be placed in accordance 
with standards of erection of the City. 

(b) Provided, however, the requirements of paragraph (a) of 
this subsection shall not be required when the Planning 
Commission finds one of the following situations to exist: 

(1) The replatting of a subdivision existing of record on 
January 22, 1953, having designated building lots none 
of which exceed one (1) acre in area and no existing 
streets are being relocated by the replat. 

(2) Tract of land under separate ownership of record prior 
to January 22, 1953, which is three (3) acres or less in 
area. 

(6) Bond in lieu. In lieu of the completion or installation of any or 
all of the above improvements, and before the final plan is 
approved and recorded, the City may accept a cash deposit or 
surety bond to secure to the City the actual cost of such im
provements as estimated by the City Engineer. 

C. WITHHOLDING IMPROVEMENTS UNTIL APPROVED. 

(1) The City shall withhold all City improvements of whatsoever 
nature including the furnishing of sewerage facilities and water 
service from all additions, which have not been approved as 
provided by law and further, no permits shall be issued by the 
Building Inspector of the City on any piece of property other 
than an original or a re-subdivided lot in a duly approved and 
recorded subdivision, except the Building Inspector may 
issue a permit on unplatted tracts of land of three (3) acres or 
less if the owner of such property will sign an agreement stating 
that he will forthwith start proceedings to have such property 
approved and platted in accordance with these regulations, and 
further acknowledge his understanding that a certificate of 
occupancy and compliance and all permanent connection for 
public utilities will be withheld until the platting of such property 
has been so approved and recorded. The following is the pro
cedure required for the owner of such property to follow before 
entering into a platting agreement: 
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(a) Contact a licensed land surveyor or registered professional 
engineer, and cause a preliminary plat of the property to be 
prepared. 

(b) Cause twenty (20) copies of this preliminary plat to be 
delivered to the Sec retary of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

(c) Cause an abstractor's or lawyer's certificate of ownership 
to be prepared and delivered to the Sec retary of the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. 

(d) Cause tax certificate showing the status of city, county, and 
school taxes to be prepared and delivered to the Secretary of 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 

(e) Cause a dedication instrument to be prepared covering the 
dedication of property for public use, as determined by 
existing ordinances of the City. All lienholders of record 
shall be required to subordinate their lien on the property 
dedicated for public use. These instruments shall be placed 
in the custody of the Sec retary of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission to be recorded by said Secretary in the County 
Clerk's office of Lubbock County, Texas, in the event that 
the person executing a platting agreement fails to complete 
the platting process forthwith as agreed. 

(f) Cause a check to be made payable to the Order of the County 
Clerk to cover all recording fees involved in finishing the 
platting process and have this delivered to the Secretary of 
the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

(2) Provided, however, that the improvements and permits withheld 
under the above paragraph shall not be withheld by reason of the 
conditions therein stated when the Planning Commission finds one 
of the following situations to exist: 

(a) A tract of land under separate ownership prior to January 22, 
1953, which is a portion of a larger tract of land which has 
been divided into separate ownerships prior to January 22, 
1953, in such a manner that there is no workable subdivision 
plan apparent. 

(b) A tract of land so improved or so situated that to conform 
to the right-of-way requirements of the master thoroughfare 

plan would result in extraordinary loss to the property owners . 
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(c) Where improvements are necessary to comply with other 
ordinances of the City which carry a penalty for failure 
to comply. 

(d) Where leased property lies on railroad right-of-way, and 
such property is adequately served by streets and utility 
easements. (Ordinance Nos. 1331, (5); 1407. (1. 2, 3); 
1565. (2,3); Ordinance No. 2090, (IF); Ordinance No. 2150, 
(1) ) 

Section 29-7 Variances. 

A. HARDSHIP. 

Where the Planning Commission finds that extraordinary hard
ships may result from strict compliance with these regulations, it 
may vary the regulations so that substantial justic may be done and 
the public interest secured; provided, that such variation will not 
have the effect of nullifying the intent and purpose of these regula
tions. 

B. LARGE SCALE DEVELOPMENT. 

The standards and requirements of these regulations may be 
modified by the Planning Commission in the case of a plan and 
program for a complete community or a neighborhood unit which, 
in the judgment of the Planning Commission, provide adequate 
public spaces and improvement for the circulation, recreation, 
light, air, and service needs of the tract when fully developed 
and populated, and which also provide such covenants or such 
other legal provisions as will assure conformity to and achievement 
of the plan. 

C. CONDITIONS. 

In granting variances and modifications, the Planning Commission 
may require such conditions as will, in its judgment, secure sub
stantially the objectives of the standards or requirements so varies 
or modified. (Ordinance No. 1331, (6) ) 
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