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Mackey to Assume MSU Presidency
Dr. Cecil Mackey, president of Texas Tech
University since 1976, was named president of
Michigan State University (MSU) Jun~ 7.
The MSU presidency had been vacant for
19 months while a search committee interviewed candidates. Those with Mackey in top
contention for the position included Archie
Dykes of the University of Kansas and Charles
Ping, president of Ohio University.
Mackey was chosen above some 250 other
candidates on the basis of knowledge and experience with a land grant university; commitment to affirmative action; scholarly accomplishments; experience in administration,
budget and fiscal matters; and for working well
with state legislature, private fund raising,
faculty , students and alumni.
With an enrollment twice that of Texas
Tech, averaging around 46,500 students,
Michigan State is the largest university in the
state and one of the largest schools in
the country. Located in East Lansing, it contains three medical facilities, including colleges
of osteopathic medicine, human medicine and
veterinary medicine.
Mackey came to Tech from the University
of South Florida at Tampa where he was president from February 1971 till 1976. He held
other administrative positions there from 1969
till 1971.
He received bachelor's and master's degrees from The University of Alabama and a
Ph.D. degree in economics from the University of Illinois. Mackey also did graduate law
study at Harvard Law School.
From 1963 till 1969, he held posts with the
Federal Aviation Agency, U.S. Department of
Commerce and the U.S. Department of
Transportation.

The Michigan job is at least the second offer
in six months for Mackey, who was considered for the presidency of the University
of Texas at Austin last fall. He was also. a
candidate for the UT job in 1975.
A native of Motgomery, Ala., Mackey is
married and has three children.
Texas Tech Board of Regents members announced that a search committee will be set
up to begin the preliminaries of locating a replacement for the Tech president.
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ABOUT THE COVER-"Wine, Women and Song #2," an oil
painting by Lubbock's own Paul Milosevich, is now part of the private collection of Kris Kristofferson and his wife, Rita Coo/edge,
country and western music singers. See our lead feature about this
talented artist beginning on page 2.

OFFICERS

LOYALTY FUND TRUSTEES

ASSOCIATION STAFF

PRESIDENT
Tom Craddick '65, Midland

Larry Byrd '57, Dallas
Dr. Ken Talkington '61, Arlington
James E. "Pete" Laney '65, Hale Center
H. Dane Grant '57, Houston
Roy Grimes '50, Lubbock
T. Scott Hickman '57, Midland
Bob Brown '66, Lufkin
Bill Adair '50, Houston
David Carr '71, Austin

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
James R. Hess

PRESIDENT -ELECT
Arthur Busch '50, Da llas
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Dr. R G. "Wick" Alexander '58, Arlington
ATHLETIC COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE
J. L Gulley, Jr. '49, Tyler
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Bill Dean '61

MA·G AZINE STAFF
EDITOR
Bill Dean '61
MANAGING EDITOR
Marsha Gustafson
ASSISTANT TO THE MANAGING EDITOR
Cathy Grimes '78
TYPIST
Patsy Turvey

DIRECTORS
Mrs. Anna Belle Collier '29, Dallas
W. W. "Windy" Nic klaus '28, Amarillo
Mrs. Sylva Wesendonk '27, Lubbock
Dr. Jack Henry '60, San Antonio
David Thompson '58, Borger
Clayton Cooke '59, Houston
Dr. Clark Bondurant '47, Wichita Falls
Mrs. Magdalen Carpenter '36, Lubbock
Rob Junell '60, El Paso
Bert Pope '62, Temple
Rick Price '72, Tyler
Clark Pfluger '66, San Angelo

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
Peggy Pearce '70
PHOTOGRAPHER
Darrel Thomas
The Ex -Students Association is an independent
organizatio n of Texas Tech University ex-students,
cooperating with a nd wo rking in behalf of the
institution, but not affiliated with it . The Texas
Techsan is the official publication of the Association.
Second-class postage paid by The Texas Techsan
a t Lubbock, Texas. Published in February, April, June,
August, October and December by the Ex-Students
Association of Texas Tech Universi ty, P.O. Box 4009,
Lubbock, Texas 79409. Subscription rate is $15 per
year. Change of address should be sent to the
Association offices 30 days prior to date of issue with
whic h it is to take effect. Advertising rates on request.
All advertising is ha ndled through the Association
office Copyright 1979. Texas Tech Ex-Students
Association.

THE TEXAS TECHSAN/JUNE

1

.

~

I

..

·,

.

~

THIS IS YOUR PERSONAL INVITATION!
The Red Raider Club and the Ex-Students Association
want you to join them in your area for an evening of
fun and fellowship. Mark your calendars now.
July 24, Wichita Falls
Swimming Party, beer and barbecue and Coach Rex
Dockery. At the home of John Opie, 3710 Kessler
Blvd. in Wichita Falls. Come at 6 p.m. for cocktails
with dinner at 7:30 p.m. Bring your swim suits-or just
wear them. No advance reservations or payment. Pay
that night at the party. For additional information, call
·
John at 817-723-4361.

July 26, Dallas-Fort Worth Area
An evening of socializing at the Hyatt-Regency Hotel
in Dallas. Hear Coaches Rex Dockery and Gerald
Myers speak and enjoy Texas Tech fellowship. Cocktails at 6:30 p.m., program and dinner at 7:30. Premier
seating is available to those reserving entire tables. (In
other words, the best seats in the house will go to
those persons who can get up a group and buy a table
for eight!) Individual tickets are $11 and tables are $80.
Reservations must be made by July 23 to: Alan Brown
(individuals) at 214-744-8471; or to Brian Hall (tables)
at 214-386-9171. No invitations will be mailed!

August 2, Houston
The Mariott Hotel on Braeswood Blvd. will be the
site of the joint get-together of the Red Raider Club
and the Ex -Students Association. Cocktails will be
served at 6:30 p.m. , the Tech Football Highlights Film
will be shown at 7 p.m. and the program will begin at
7:30p.m. Coach Rex Dockery will be on hand and the
possibility that Gerald Myers may be able to come
exists, too. Table reservations for parties of eight are
$80; individual tickets are $10. The best seats will be
reserved for those purchasing tables. Deadline for
tickets is July 30. Call Gary Knust at 713-785-1060.
August 3, San Antonio
A dinner at the Oak Hills Country Club in San Antonio will be the highlight of the summer for this area.
With the event still far in the future, coordinator Tom
Hawks said many of the details are still tentative. So
far, though, dinner is to begin at 8 p.m., preceded by
cocktails at 7 p.m. Letters will be sent to all Red Raider
Club and Ex-Student members in the area at a later
date. Plan to RSVP to Tom by J uly 30. His number is
512-220-4861.
.

For the Texas Tech Graduate Who Has Everything (Nearly)
Add a new dimension to your Texas Tech Diploma. Now you can have your ~oveted Texas Tech degree(s) reproduced
on a handsome silver satin finish metal plate mounted on an 8 x 10 walnut base. This plaque will make your degree the envy
of every visitor, relative and colleague. It will enhance an office, home or den and fits any decor.
Just send your dlploma(s), other certificate, document or license with a check or money order and your plaque and
unharmed document(s) will be returned to you postpaid. Please allow two weeks for reproduction. Satisfaction guaranteed.
Another service of your Ex-Students Association.
Mail to :
Associates Engraving Company, Inc.
2731 N. 31st St. Box 3606
Springfield, Illinois 62708
Ita• c&»nfrrrrb np&»n

Jaws ilnsrs Bnnb. W

mitlt nil tltt rie~t.. .pri'biltl}ts 1tnb rr•ponslbilitir• t~rrrnnto
a.pprrhtinine.
.Jin )llitnru ';lll~rrrof. t~t. ;lliploma ~a• bttlt luurb ;mb t~r
.lirnl &»f t~r llni'brrsifl! nffi•rb.
)oollrb ~~~~' Jllo111• of llrtr.U .,.•

.,,._,•blln of ~ h.-11:! at --~~·~ln...

Please reproduce my diploma(s) or other document(s)
enclosed as Illustrated by the Texas Tech Ex-Students
Association.
I enclose $ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
($27 .95 each-shipped postpaid)
Name _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ __ _ _ _____ ____

~· 'cllnt.~mL

(f)

Address _ _ _ _ _ __ __
City _ __ __ _ State _ _ _ _ __ ZiP- --

-

(Associates Engraving Company, 1nc. is an approved sup·
plier for the Texas Tech Ex-Students Association.)
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Portrait
of a
Songpainter

...
By Marsha Gustafson
Photos by Darrel Thomas

WHAT DO WILLIE NELSON,

Waylon
Jennings, Tom T. Hall, Joe Ely and many other country and western singers agree upon? One thing for
sure-they all agree that Paul Milosevich is a fantastic
artist.
So how do they know? Because during the past few
years, the 42-year-old Milosevich has made quite a
name for himself through his art, especially in the
country and western circles.
His true-to-life portraits of such noted figures as
Hall, Jennings, Nelson, Ely, Dolly Parton, Kris Kristofferson, Jerry Jeff Walker and others have been highly
acclaimed and earned him the privilege of being
chosen as artist for more than 30 Nashville Songwrit~rs' Hall of Farne portraits, including Hank Williams,
JJmmie Rogers and the Sons of the Pioneers.
But even more than that, his abilities have projected
the artist into a medium that is not the most common
showcase for artists. Country and western album
covers.

Not his only line of art work, for sure, the covers
have served to catapult Milosevich's career.
The soft-spoken, deep-thinking artist, who for ten
years until 1975 taught art at Texas Tech and Odessa
College and recently completed teaching a special art
course in Housing and Interior Design at Tech, has
developed a style referred to as "West Texas Realism."
The simple, honest subjects reflect "down-to-earth
people and objects, often set against their natural
backgrounds," and moreso, they capture a moment of
the artist's personal experience.
A walk through his studio or gallery reveals awardwinning paintings, pen and ink and charcoal drawings,
acrylics and subjects ranging from magnificent fullfigure oil portraits to pictures of brooms and a beer
can on a car dash. His caricature of the "Great East
Broadway Onion Championship of 1978," named for
the song written by ·Tom T. Hall, has become a favorite of Tech students and those familiar with Stubb's
Barbecue on Broadway in Lubbock. The song desTHE TEXAS TECHSAN/ JUNE 3

cribes one night when Tom T. Hall and Joe Ely played
for a pool char:1pionship with an onion and a broom at
Stubbs' as the artist looked on.
Other recognizable framed works are album covers
for Hall and Ely. The two drawings, in fact, are favorites of M~losevich. One is a still life of boots, chair and
denim jacket for Hall's "The Rhymer" and Ely's cover
is an emotion-packed portrait.
His first cover design was for Hall's "The Rhymer,"
and the story of how it finally came to be began years
Parlier through a "mutual admiration society."
It was in the late 1960s when Milosevich became
acquainted with Jerry Allison who was one of Buddy
Holly's original Crickets.
"I'd always been interested in music, and it was flattering to me that Jerry was as amazed with my a.rt as I
was in the fact that he wrote 'Peggy Sue' and 'That'll
Be The Day."'
It was about this same time that the artist heard
some of Tom T. Hall's music. "I had a drawing that
reminded me of one cf Tom T's songs, so based on the
acceptance I had recei Jed from Jerry, I thought I'd just
send Tom a drawing."
Milosevich obtained Hall's address in Nashville and
sent him a few sketches. About six months later
(1972), Hall and Roy Clark came to Lubbock for the
South Plains Fair.
"I was real excited and went backstage and introduced myself to Tom T," the artist said. "He remembered the drawings and asked me to go for coffee
across the street at the Shamrock, saying he was interested in me doing some drawings for an album jacket."
So the two discussed the upcoming album, and
Milosevich set out sketching some ideas Hall had given
him, plus a few of his own.
Hall called the artist in January 1973 to say he was
doing a show in Fort Worth. He suggested Milosevich
drive down and see it and bring along the drawings for
the cover. Hall even said he'd make the hotel
reservations.
"When the day arrived for me to make the trip,
there was an ice storm," Milosevich said. "I took my
daughter and one of her friends along, and we counted
29 wrecks between Lubbock and Fort Worth.
"When we finally reached the hotel, it was about
midnight, and I thought the desk would naturally tell
Tom T that I had arrived.
"As it turned out, the band and Tom decided to
check out that night, and the desk never gave Hall the
message that I had arrived. So there I was, I had
missed the show, the girls missed meeting Tom T I
still had the drawings and had to face a long, icy dri~e
back to Lubbock-over 600 miles round trip for
nothing. I was really disgusted."
Mil?sevich said he immediately took the drawings to
the atrport to send on to Hall in Nashville. The airline
said they could not insure the art work because it
wasn't in a crate.
"I told them 'I don't care whether they're insured or
not. I want to get rid of these things. I just want them
out of my life.'"_
4 THE TEXAS TECHSAN/ JUNE

I
,, \

.

I

'

I

'

•

(Top) Miloseuich
holds his drawings
of "The Great East
Broadway Onion
Championship of
1978" (upper right)
and participants
Joe Ely (left),
"Stubbs" and Tom
T. Hall. (Bottom)
His first album
cover was for Hall's
"The Rhymer and
Other Five and
Dimers."

The drawings, one of an old man, a dog and some
wine, and the one that was chosen by Hall for "The
Rhymer and Other Five and Dimers," arrived safely in
Nashville, and Milosevich's new "career" was on its
way.
"That was real lucky," he said. "Later, I even got to
do about 20 paintings for Hall's home and more album·
work." He is currently putting the finishing touches on
an illustration for a short story by Hall titled "What Old
Herman Woonzel Is Really Lik~," which appears in the
June issue of Country Music Magazine.
Milosevich said he has two favorite subjects-Hall
and close Lubbock friend "Joey" Ely. In painting or
drawing both of them, the artist has what every artist
needs to be successful at his work, in his opinion, and
that is an element of personal experience.
"An effective subject is a combination of a good face
and personal experience on the part of the artist,"
Milosevich explained. "Wherever I go, I see real inter·
esting people. Something clicks, and I know that per·
son reminds me of something from my past.
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Milosevich completes magazine illustration ·(left). Mops and brooms are "preserved" in a
special painting.

"For instance, Tom T reminds me of a golfer in
Colorado I caddied for when I was younger, Roy
Dolce. He was my hero - l'd do anything for that guy
and probably still would. He is kind of a 60~year-old
version of Joey and Tom T combined. Joey reminds
me of guys I grew up with, and that personal element
helps me create an emotional quality in my work."
Every artist tries to and wants to convey some kind
of emotion, according to Milosevich. That's why peo~
pie write plays or music or a book - to communicate
an emotion.
"So when I do a drawing or paint a portrait, it's
incidentally Joe Ely or Tom T. Hall or a beer can, but
it's mainly putting across some kind of emotion. People
recognize this."
Looking over a few of his works, this is apparent.
West Texas Realism is portraying the subjects- which
are obviously native to West Texas culture and
geography- as they really are. "It's painting things flat~
out the way they are without romanticizing about
them," he said.
"Realism is, rather than painting the Grand Canyon,
painting an old shoe."
Amol!g Milosevich's works done over the past few
years, particularly in the 10 years since coming to
West Texas, are portraits of people from the area and
landscapes titled "Tunnel Vision" and "Texline," and a
painting of a road and mountains with a sign showing
how many miles to his hometown of Trinidad in
Colorado.
A favorite, both because of the emotional attach~ent he has to it and because of the way he painted it,
15
an early oil of the brooms and mops he used while
working his way through college in California.
'~It's incidentally a painting of brooms and mops , but
matnly it is light, composition and texture," he said.

An intent Milosevich almost reflects the equally intent portrait
behind him.

Other works include a battered, ''grey black gentleman," (named after a line from one of Hall's songs).
The slightly forward-bent old man in baggy pants and
coat and rumpled hat who appears to be checking his
heart, has a special meaning to the artist.
"That painting feels like my Dad," Milosevich said.
"He wears those kinds of clothes and stands like that ."
Another work that catches everyone's eye is titled
"Joey (Turkey, Texas) ." It shows a full -length view of
Joe Ely in denim pants and jacket, boots and cowboy
hat as he watches a parade in Turkey during Bob Wills
Days. Something has struck Ely funny, and with beer
can in hand, he is reared back, laughing infectiously.
In both of these paintings and in nearly all his other
works, Milosevich uses the bright West Texas light to
advantage. He explained that the light in this part of
the country is one of the things he finds most accommodating to his work.
THE TEXAS TECHSAN;JUNE 5

The artist giues a
demonstration at
The Lubbock Civic
Center on oil
portrait painting
using Gene Hemmle
of the Tech Music
Dept. as a model
(left). Milosevich
displays the finished
painting at right.

"I have been fascinated with light and shadow patterns since I was a kid," he said. "Light can create a
mood in a painting just like it can on a stage.
"You can express uplifting or downer things and
basically tell the way you feel about life just by the way
you use the light. Without light, we are out of business
as artists," he said.
Light and shadow seem to be a "trademark," much
as the array of hats worn nearly constantly by the
.artist. His work, as the hats he wears each day,
changes in subject, technique and medium from project to project, but the "Milosevich touch" is apparent
in each one.
"Sometimes it's hard to tell a rut from a groove," he
said, regarding his own personal style of art. "Rembrandt, in all his paintings, created some kind of light
effect. You look at his work and say he got in a rut (or
groove)!
"Whatever I get into will be something from my own
personal experience, and it will be done using strong
light and shadow."
The talented young artist doesn't think he has really
hit a mature style yet, but expects in the next three or
four years to find his own groove.
"I still feel like I am picking up technique," he
explained. His attitude is backed up by the hunger to
know as much as he can about the straight academic
approach to painting-color, application of paint and
basic how-tos ·of the art.
There are hundreds of people who believe Milosevich has found his "groove" already and needs nothing
6 THE TEXAS TECHSAN/ JUNE

more than to continue producing the work they have
grown fond of.
Among these people are his country music friends.
Waylon Jennings says, "Paul, you have turned me on
to art. Through you, I have learned more about
music." And Tom T. Hall, "the old story-teller," echoes
something similar. "Paul draws songs, which is why
' pas.
I ''
were
His friendship of $Orne five years with "Joey" Ely is
cemented by a respect for the musician as an artist.
"Hearing Joey is an electrifying thing, like seeing
Bob Dylan in person," Milosevich said. "He's got the
goods and knows how to deliver them. There are some
bands around that are maybe technically as good as
Ely, but emotionally or soul-wise, they are zero. They
have the technique, but nothing to say. That's the
important thing about being an artist-having ·some·
thing to say and the ability to get it across."
Milosevich recently completed another album cover
for Hall and is preparing to teach a course in Ruidoso,
N.M., for two weeks in June. Throughout his "free"
time, he continues to work on commissioned paintings
and drawings, mostly portraits.
"Some folks might think I'm rich and famous , but I
need the work," he emphasized.
Samples of his work may be seen at Lubbock Lights
Contemporary Art Gallery at 1701 Avenue Q, owned
and operated by his wife, Debby, and Lora Hunt, or
merely by calling his studio on 25th Street, 799-7465.
As one who has been there and met this quiet, unas·
suming man, it is well worth the trip. Milosevich is,
according to the experts, "well on his way to becoming
really big."
~

•
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Photos by Darrel Thomas and Marsha Gustafson
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It -was a real 'hotnecotni11g'
for 1929ers
By Marsha Gustafson

IT WAS SAID

more than
once that day that "old friends are
the best friends," and a number of
those "old friends" became reacquainted May 10 and 11 after
absences ranging up to 50 years.
The Class of 1929 graduated 188
students, and of that number, the
whereabouts of 106 are still known.
Some are living, some are not, but
the 40 who showed up at the ExStudents Association 50-Year Class
Reunion were a rare group indeed.
"That gal is still as good-looking
as she ever was," "Honey, you still
have the best -looking legs around,"
"You old goat," "Us kids," and "In
our day" were common phrases
heard during the two-day reunion.
Activities included the annual golf
tournament, won annually by
Windy "Jack" Nicklaus (as he was
nicknamed) of Amarillo. Second
place was won by Jim Hess, assistant director of the Association.
Others in the tournament were
Weldon Snodgrass and Floyd
Honey of Lubbock; J. T. Gist of
Midland; Wilburn "Preach" Edelman of Friona; and Gist's nephew,
Wallace Hestand of Odessa.
For non-golfers, tours of the
Museum of Texas Tech and the
Ranching Heritage Center were
offered. Dinner that night was held
on a come-if-you-want basis, and a
crowd of 66 attended.
Activities began early the next
day with a campus tour that was
threatened by rain but turned out
beautiful. The "graduates" were
amazed at the changes which have
occurred since "their day."
At noon, the Golden Anniversary
Luncheon was held in the University Center, attended by Tech President Dr. Cecil Mackey, members
of the Board of Regents, Association staff members, 1929 class8 THE TEXAS TECHSAN/JUNE

mates and their families and
. friends, and even one faculty
member who taught in 1929, Mrs.
Vivian Adams.
Master of Ceremonies Weldon
Snodgrass led the program, which
included a welcome and presentation of Golden Anniversary Diplomas and membership in the Order
Of The Golden Double T by Association Director Bill Dean.
Guest speaker Dr. Mackey told
the group that although many
things had indeed changed over the
past 50 years, the basic outlook,
attitude and philosophy that
brought them here a half-century
ago are the things that attract students today. "They are the things
we are committed to retaining and
preserving," he said.
The reunion concluded with a
reception in the Ex-Students
Building.
Lfj

Old friends Raymond Marshall (left) '29 of :
Lubbock and Marion Warlick of Eugene,
Ore., reminisce. Warlick was in charge of
grounds maintenance at Tech in 1929.

"Still as pretty as ever are the girls of the Class of '29," (seated, left) D'Aun Sammons Marshall
and Faye George Wiginton of Lubbock; (standing, from left) Ednay Arnett of Hugo, Okla.;Anna
Belle Collins Collier of Dallas; Jane Mast Cox of Lubbock; Pauline Scott Leidolf of Dallas; and
Willitte Merell of Lubbock.

On a tour of the Ranching Heritage Center, 1929ers were offered a
ride on this authentic surrey as they enjoyed the homes and structures
in this unique "museum."

Harold Cooper of Los Angeles and Mrs. Frances Lyle of Lubbock,
both former teachers, were interested in the old books and teaching
aides in the one-room wooden schoolhouse in the Ranching Center.

:'/

•

I

L ~ .J

Mrs. Magdalen Carpenter, Association
executive board member, chats with
Tech Regent Don Workman of Lubbock.

Tech President Dr. Cecil Mackey makes a point in
conversation at the head table with Association
Executive Director Bill Dean.

D'Aun Sammons Marshall of Lubbock entertains
during the dinner as Minnie Pearl.

Golfers (from left) "Preach" Edelman of Friona;
Windy Nicklaus of Amarillo; and Floyd Honey
and J. T. Gist of Lubbock.

tl

Mr. and Mrs. Weldon Snodgrass ~eft)
of Lubbock and Aruord Abernethy of
Hamilton prepare for the campus bus
tour.

Catching up on old times are (from left) James Clyle Nelley of
Olney; Claude Hope of Costa Rica; and Raymond R. Marshall
and Ameral Payne of Lubbock.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Ray
Thomas of Decatur,
Ala.

Weldon Snodgrass (left) and Floyd Honey on the .green.

Reunion coordinator
Jan Teinert at day's
end!

Richard Halim

Superstitions

Prevail
Among
Rodeo
Cowboys
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Her

finger creased the damp

earth and slowly traced a small circle in the dark soil.
She carefully printed three initials
inside the circle, hesitated a
moment, and then plunged a knife
deep into the initials drawn there.
Satisfied, the young woman
mounted her almond-colored horse
and prepared to enter the arena.
It sounds like a sorcerer's curse
in days of Merlin, but the ritual is
known as hexing an opponent by
those in rodeo.
Calf ropers of either sex and
female barrel racers are the predominant practitioners of the ritual,
according to Kary Reid, a first -year
graduate sociology student and
teaching assistant at Tech.
Reid researched rodeo as a
stress-seeking activity for an individual studies class last year and
proposed in his paper that superstitions and rituals help participants
cope with monetary, competitive
· and survival stress in rodeo.

His paper, "Rodeo Rituals: A
Look at the Superstitions of
Rodeo," was chosen as the most
outstanding undergraduate paper
at the Mid-South Sociological Association meeting in Jackson, Miss.
Reid discovered hexing is not the
only ritual used in rodeo.
Some rodeo cowboys wear the
same shirt or same set of clothing
(including pants, socks, and underwear) while on a winning streak.
"However, to avoid losing the
'luck' contained in the clothes, the
clothes are not to be washed until
the participant loses," Reid said.
Spitting and then tapping the left
shoulder three times, kissing one's
horse behind the left ear and putting the right sock on the left foot
were other rituals cowboys told
Reid they use to help themselves
win or prevent their competitors
from winning.
Rituals are usually personalized,
but superstititions about good or

bad luck are recognized on the
group level.
Cowboys dressed in yellow or
eating peanuts are seldom seen
around a rodeo arena because both
actions are thought to bring bad
luck.
Playing with crutches, eating
popcorn before competing and taking a girlfriend to a rodeo also are
supposed to be bringers of bad
luck.
"And if one is unlucky enough to
pass an ambulance on his way to
the rodeo ground, he may as well
return to his hotel room or leave
for the next rodeo because doom is
sur~ly only a ride away," Reid said.
Other omens of good luck
include wearing different colored
socks during competition, tying the
rope onto the saddle with three
knots instead of two knots and
crossing the reins under the horse's
neck before roping.
"A good haircut and a white shirt
are both considered good luck,"
Reid said, although he added the
superstition could be a- reflection of
the cowboy image.
"None of the people I talked to
would admit the superstitions or rituals had any effect on their performance, but they said you just can't
take any chances," Reid said. "I
personally think it helps maintain
self-confidence."
Reid became involved personally
in rodeo at Tech while writing the
paper, although he is not a cowboy.
"I had long hair down my back
while I was doing the research, and
it really did not cause any problems
or even much of a reaction," he
said.
"I found cowboys to be a really
close-knit group, but the group is
not closed to outsiders, especially
to outsiders who are interested."
Reid did research, sent out questionnaires and conducted a series
of in-depth interviews with three
cowboys and a cowgirl in addition
to his personal involvement with
rodeo.
"I'd really like to do a thesis
someday on buckle bunnies (rodeo
groupies) or rodeo clowns," he
said. "I may even write a book
someday if enough rodeo people
tell me their stories."
Lfl
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By Louise Power '79

Tension electrified Austin's Stephen F. Austin Hotel ballroom that
October day as Centennial Commission members faced off against
more than 150 angry West Texans
and concerned onlookers.
Lieutenant Governor Walter
Woodul asked each member of the
delegation to stand and identify
himself and the town which he
represented. With re-election staring many of the Commission
members in the face, they listened
most intently as each person rose
to speak.
The Commission had heard the
story before. The West Texas
Museum Association, the official
committee representing 67 western
counties, had come once previously
to ask for more than $160 000 to
build a regional museum i~ their
area for the Texas Centennial.
The members pointed out that
the Commission had granted about
$2.5 million for a fairground in Dallas, $1 million for a monument near
Houston to commemorate the battle of San Jacinto, and $500,000 for
Centennial projects in San Antonio.
They further called attention to the
fact that all West Texas had gotten
12 THE TEXAS TECHSAN/ JUNE
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was a few marble historical
markers.
The Centennial Commission caucused. When they returned, they
informed the Association that
although the project was a worthy
one, the Commission had allocated
all the funds available to them and
would not be able to give the Association any money at that time.
However, the Commission said
that, given a little time, they might
be able to come up with something.
Disheartened, the West Texans
returned home. Two weeks later A.
B. Davis, chairman of the Lubbock
Chamber of Commerce, received a
telegram saying the State had set
aside $25,000 for the museum.
So, with less than one-sixth of
the money they had requested, the
Association hired a local contractor
to build the first unit of the
museum, the basement, on land
donated by Texas Tech. This unit
opened formally on March 5, 1937,
a year-and-a-half after the confrontation with the Centennial Commission. Thus began the stormy
history of the Museum of Texas
Tech University.
Today' s multimillion-dollar research and museum facility on the
northwest edge of Tech's campus

belies the lean years of the early
museum. The idea that had been
born in 1929 as the Plains Museum
Society lived in that basement for
almost 15 years and attracted an
estimated 35,000 visitors yearly.
Dr. W. C. Holden, charter
member and former director of the
museum, recalls that the roof of the
basement was of tar and gravel
construction. The heat of the South
Plains summers and the cold of its
winters caused the roof to expand
and contract resulting in cracks.
"Every time it rained, we had to
run around with buckets to catch
the water and protect the exhibits,"
he said.
The University was able to fund
the operation and maintenance of
the facility, but hopes for comple·
tion of the building were not high.
Twice the federal government,
through the Public Works Adminis·
tration, offered matching funds .to
the West Texas Museum Associa·
tion for completion of the structure,
but the South Plains had been hit
hard by the Depression, and
matching funds could not be raised.
Half a dozen times bills were intro·
duced into the Texas legislature for
construction money, and as many
times the bills were defeated or
approved but not funded.

In 1940, Holden launched his
"Give a Brick" campaign. He asked
Tech students and members of the
Community to look around vacant
lots and alleys and bring all the
bricks they could find to the building site on the Tech campus. Two
bricks would get one into a Tech
football game. Businessmen who
didn't have time to look for bricks
donated money. (At that time
bricks cost about $15 per thousand.)
At the end of the campaign,
about $50,000 and a pile of bricks
had been raised for the construction of the museum. Then in 1949,
Tech President Clifford Jones and
Holden appealed to the Tech Board
of Regents for construction funds
and came away with an additional
$184,000. The museum was on its
.
way again.
Almost 15 years to the day after
the ill-fated meeting with the Centennial Commission, the completed
museum was opened and dedicated
on October 19, 1950, by Dr. Jones
"to the enjoyment . . . enlightenment . . . and culture of the people
of the Southwest."
Among the most spectacular cultural achievements of that first
museum was the mural in the
rotunda painted by Peter Hurd, a
Southwestern artist. Dedicated in
November 1954, the mural, done in
the fresco style, was comprised of
16 panels depicting life on the plains
during the 19th and early 20th cen-

turies. The pioneers pictured in the
mural were portraits of real Texans
who were considered representative of their time and professions.
Eventually, the Museum outgrew
its campus building, and in 1966 the
University began plans for new
facilities with a gift of $500,000 in
matching funds from civic leader
Helen DeVitt-Janes.
The current museum has a new
and different look. The graceful
architecture is reminiscent of the
Caprock, hallmark of the South
Plains. Inside are spacious galleries,
a planetarium, offices, research labs
and storage facilities for collections.
Through the years, the Museum
has managed to accumulate several
outstanding collections, among
which are the Historical Textile and
Clothing Collection (one of the five
largest of its kind in the country),
the Historical Furnishings Collection, and the ethnological and biological collections.
The Museum of Texas Tech, as
an idea, is now in its 50th year. It
has weathered the Great Depression and flourished in the years of
prosperity. In the late 1960s, 12
adjacent acres were developed as
the Ranching Heritage Center, a living history museum which depicts
the ranching heritage of West
Texas. The Center was opened
July 4, 1976, during the Bicentennial.
Drew recently announced plans
for a permanent art gallery and

other modifications and alterations
for the Museum building.
"I look at this year that launches
us upon the decade of the '80s as a
very propitious time-50-years-old;
a clean decade ahead, plans for
major renovations and fulfillment of
dreams. It's a terrific year and a
wonderful year to be 50-years-old."
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All Eyes Are On The Bride
By Bea Zeeck, University News and Publications

A
f about two minutes to 2 p.m.
on June 12, 1910, a young druggist
in Matador, Texas, all spruced up
in a tailor-made blue serge suit,
waited for his 16-year-old bride
whom he had courted for about a
year.
When she appeared, the bridegroom may have had eyes only for
her, but guests must have been
awed by the gown she wore, made
by a Fort Worth dressmaker for
the occasion.
The dress, now a part of an
exhibit of wedding gowns at The
Museum of Texas Tech University,
was fashioned by a clever combination of various ivory embroidered
nets with Cluny and Valencieness
laces.
Similar memories from many
families have come with the 100
wedding gowns in the collection.
Specialists, some of them Tech
graduate students, have worked
several weeks with conservation
and restoration techniques to make
the exhibit possible

Mrs. Larue Tankersley, a member of Tech's
first class, shows her gown to grandaughter
Karen Williams, a ITU student.
14 THE TEXAS TECHSAN/JUNE

Most of the gowns are white or
ivory. The most colorful is a street_length dress of ecru georgette
trimmed with point d' esprit lace
and large, shocking pink ribbon
roses forming a belt in back and
repeated at the front neckline. It
was worn for a morning wedding at
home in Brownfield in the 1930s by
Mrs. Larue. Sawyer Tankersley,
now residing in Lubbock.
The oldest was made in 1868 of
brilliantine, a combination of silk
and wool, in brown tones with
satin-bound scallops accenting the
fitted bodice and full skirt. This
gown was worn a second time in an
1891 Tioga, .T exas, wedding.
Another early wedding dress was
made by a French dressmaker for a
Ft. Leavenworth, Kan., bride in
1882. Of fine silk brocade, the gown
has a Queen Anne collar trimmed
with pearlized cut glass beads.
Interest is brought to a fullness at
the back of the skirt which falls into
a short train, bordered with ivory
satin pleating. A granddaughter of
the bride for whom it was made,
wore it again in 1937, cinching her

body as her grandmother must
have done to fit the 18-inch waist.
Other gowns on exhibit include
a 1907 ivory satin dress with the
Watteau pleat in back, a pleat that
begins at the shoulder as a separate piece of fabric but becomes a
part of the skirt and, in this dress, a
part of the train.
A 1938 white marquisette wedding dress has satin flowers
appliqued on the gown. A wreath of
pearlized flowers formed the headpiece for this Lakewood, Ohio
'·
bride.
The exhibit displays a French
brocade classic wedding dress from
1941 with a sweetheart neckline
and pleated ruching trim continuing
along the border of the cathedrallength train.
Collection curator Betty Mills
explained that each gown was
selected for its dressmaker's artistry as' well as for beauty of design.
"The dressmaker's art often is
most finely demonstrated in wedding apparel," she said. "The gowns
we chose are unusually good examples of that art."
[i]

Wedding gowns in the collection include those from (left to right) 1882, 1868, 1910 and 1930.
Gown at far right of picture on the left is from 1907. Each dress reflects the fashion trend of the
· bride's era.

Four Named Distinguished Engineers
Distinguished Engineer Awards were presented at Texas
Tech April 20 to four outstanding
alumni of the College of Engineering. Chosen for leadership in their
fields and communities were
Homer A. Nelson of Tulsa, president and owner of Nelson Petroleum Co.; Norman M. Jasper of
Austin, IBM account executive for
the state of Texas; Lynn H. Elliott
of Dallas and Houston, chairman of
the board and president of ElM
Co., Inc.; and Scott G. Arbuckle of
Dallas, president of Thorsen Tool
Co.
The ceremony, which was held
during a luncheon in the University
Center Ballroom, was first begun in
1967. Since that time, over 50 Distinguished Engineers have been
designated.

Arbuckle,

the Dallas Chapter of the American
Institute of Industrial Engineers, a
Boy Scout Councilman and former
member of the Richardson City
Charter Review Board. He was
born in Amarillo.

Elliott is vice president and
director of Pike Road Investors, of
MOV Inc. and of Nelson-Gulf
Coast; executive vice president and
director of Lynn Elliott Co., Inc.;
chairman of the board of AllPlastics Molding, Inc.; and vice
president and director of ElM Controls Ltd. In addition to business
interests, Elliott has been active in
numerous organizations, including
the American Water Works Associ-

a 1957 industrial

ation, KCBI Radio and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. He is a
native of Kansas City, Mo., and
was an outstanding student leader
at Tech. He attended the University on a four-year football scholarship and was graduated in 1958
with. a . degree in electrical
engtneenng.

Jasper joined IBM in 1967.
He previously had been senior process engineer for Mason and
Hanger, a division of Silas Mason
Co. He is past vice president of the
American Ordnance Association
and a former officer of the American Society of Quality Control. A
Silverton native, he earned his
Tech degree in industrial engineering in 1960 and has chaired the University's Industrial Engineering
Department's Advisory Board.

Nelson

engineering graduate, began his
en_9ineering career in research and
development with Freeport Sulfur
Co. He later was departmental
industrial engineer for Texas lnstruments. He was vice president of
manufacturing for United States
Brass Corp. when he left in 1971 to
join Thorsen.
Arbuckle holds the Northwood
Institute Automotive Replacement
Education Award, is a member of
the Tech Industrial Engineering
Advisory Board, past president of

Nelson

Elliott

Arbuckle

has served as a
member of the Executive Committee of the Independent Petroleum
Association of America and as
chairman of the IPAA Oil Recovery and Research Committee. He
formed Nelson Petroleum after
retiring in 197 4 from the Calvert
Exploration Co., which he had
served as executive vice president
and then president. He is a native
of Ralls and was graduated in 1947
with. a . degree in petroleum
engtneenng.
[I]
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Among those sponsoring the reception were (from left) John Logan,
Magdalen Carpenter, Mary Louise Logan, Bill Dean, Sylva
Wesendonk, Tim Hatch and Tommy Hatch.

Logan (left) , Hatch and Jim Hess with Highriders members (from
left) Sherri Jenkins of Amarillo, Cheryl Martin of Dallas, Kim
Harrison of Floydada and S taci Piercy of Lubbock.

Spirit Groups
Recognized
Photos by Marsha Gustafson

Cheerleaders Jennifer Barbee of Amarillo,
Gail Gregston of Odessa and Leisa
Goodman of Lubbock.

Several hundred students from the
band, Saddle Tramps, High Riders
and porn pon squad, as well as
cheerleaders, athletes, the Red
Raider and masked rider, attended a
Spirit Reception co-sponsored by
the Ex-Students Association and the
Lubbock Chamber of Commerce.
The occasion was to recognize the
contributions made by the spirit
organizations to the University and
the community. The event, held this
spring in the University Center
Courtyard, was the first of its kind at
Tech.

Red Raider fullback James Hadnot of Jasper and Peggy Pearce of the
Association.
.
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Bandmember Chris D'Acosta (left) of Fort Worth, Logan and Coach
Rex Dockery.

Tech Today
Dr. Samuel Curl
named agriculture dean
Dr. Samuel E. Curl has been named the fifth
dean of the Texas Tech College of Agricultural Sciences.
Currently president of Phillips University
in Enid, Okla., Curl will assume his new
position with Texas Tech on July 1. He will
head the only U.S. non-land grant college of
agriculture granting the doctoral degree.
The new dean was on the faculty and staff
of Texas Tech from 1961-76 and rose from
an instructor's position to that of associate
vice president for academic affairs. He has
been Phillips' president since July 1976.
A native of Tolar, Texas, Curl attended
Tarleton State College and was granted a
BS degree by Sam Houston State University, MS by the University of Missouri and
Ph.D. by Texas A&M University.
Curl succeeds Dr. Anson R. Bertrand,
who left Texas Tech last July to join the
U.S. Department of Agriculture in Washington as director of the newly organized
Science and Education Administration.

Med School awarded
enrollment increase
Dr. Cecil Mackey, president of Tech and the
Texas Tech University School of Medicine,
has received formal notice from the Liaison
Committee on Medical Education that an
increase in medical school enrollment from
60 to 80 has been approved for the entering
class of September 1979.
In addition, continued full accreditation for
a two-year period has been conferred.
Action of this official accrediting body for
American medical education followed
recommendations of a survey team which
visited the medical school January 29February 1. Purpose of the visit was to
assess progress of the medical school and its
readiness to increase student enrollment.

Baker, Saeks named
Horn Professors
Announcements of the appointment of two
Horn Professors and the recipients of four
Amoco Outstanding Teaching Awards highlighted a general faculty meeting at Texas
Tech recently.

Tech President Dr. Cecil Mackey made
the announcements as part of a "State of
the University" address.
New Horn Professors are Dr. Robert J.
Baker, professor of biological sciences, and
Dr. .Richard
E. Saeks, professor of electrical
.
engtneenng.
Named in memory of Texas Tech's first
president, the Paul Whitfield Horn Professorships are conferred for attainment of
national or regional distinction for outstanding teaching, research or other creative
achievement.
"Outstanding Teaching Award" recipients
were Dr. Peder G. Christiansen, professor
of classical and romance languages and
director of the Arts and Sciences Honors ·
program; Dr. Gene L. Hemmle, professor of
music and former longtime chairman of the
Music Department; Dr. C. Eddie Palmer,
assistant professor of sociology and member
of the graduate faculty; and Dr. Ronald C.
Smith, assistant professor of plant and soil
sctence.
Criteria for selection as an "outstanding"
teacher include teaching excellence, intel1ectual impact on students and colleagues,
scholarship, concern for individuals, prof~s
sional integrity, innovation in teachtn~
methods and evidence of previous recognition for teaching. Each recipient is awarded
$1,000. The awards are supported by the
Amoco Foundation.

Ranching Heritage
endowment established
Dr. Clyde E. Kelsey Jr., vice president for
Development and University Relations at
Tech, has announced the gift of $100,000
establishing the Anne Burnett Tan~y endo~
ment for the support of the Ranchtng Hentage Center .
The center, a 12-acre exhibit of. The
Museum of Texas Tech University, is a collection of a score of authentic ranch structures, landscaped and furnished with hi~tor~c
accuracy to depict the history of ranchtng tn
the American West.
Mrs. Tandy is the granddaughter o~ . S.
Burk Burnett who came from Missoun at
the age of 10 to the Denton area. He started
the 6666 Ranch in King County.
His son, Tom Loyd Burnett, established
the Triangle Ranch near Paducah. The Burnett Estate ranches now are under one
management.
S. Burk Burnett's buggy is on disJ?lay at
the Ranching Heritage Center. Also gtven t;>
The Museum recently was Tom Burnett s
saddle.

In addition to gifts for The Museum, Mrs.
Tandy presented to Texas Tech a 6666's
black quarterhourse, Happy VI, mascot for
the Red Raider athletic teams.
Upon donating to the Ranching Heritage
Center endowment, Mrs. Tandy specified
that the funds should support operation.
"I think you are doing a great thing for
West Texas, and it is a wonderful tribute to
all the old ranching families," she said.

Industrial engineering
grads in high demand
The American Institute of Industrial Engineers is little more than 30 years old. The
whole idea of industrial engineering is less
than 100 years old. yet the demand for graduates in the field outstrips supply.
·
At Texas Tech, only a decreasing percentage of industrial engineers with bachelor's
degrees are returning to graduate school,
mainly because job offers are so good,
according to faculty in the department.
Graduates, both men and women, have
three or four offers each at starting salaries
ranging from $16,500 to $18,000 a year. The
offers come from hospitals, cities, banks,
agribusiness, manufacturing plants-any
entity that has complex problems in need of
a solution.
The broad educational base gives industrial engineers flexibility, but it is possible to
specialize, according to Dr. M. M. Ayoub,
Horn Professor of Industrial Engineering at
Texas Tech.
Through 1985, the Department .of Lab?r
estimates new jobs will open for tndustnal
engineers at the rate of 7,5~ ~e.r year,
almost twice the number untverstttes can
supply.
"We don't really know where our students
will come from, but we do know there will be
jobs waiting for them when they leave
school," Ayoub said.

Marilyn Phelan named
Woman of the Year
University Legal Counsel Marilyn E. Phelan
has been named Woman of the Year at
Texas Tech.
The four runners-up were Jane H. Brandenberger, director of University News and
Publications and 1978 finalist; Joyce A.
Arterburn, physical educatio~ instr~ctor;
, Edna Maynard Gott, economtcs a~ststant
professor and 1977 finalist; and Dr. Ehzabeth
Skidmore Sasser, architecture professor.
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The presentation by Mortar Board and
Women in Communications, Inc., included
an address by last year's recipient, Dr.
Helen C. Brittin, associate professor of food
and nutrition.
Dr. Phelen, the highest ranking woman in
the Texas Tech ·administration, is the first
female vice president of the University. Dr.
Phelan was graduated with honors from
Texas Tech, with the bachelor's, master's
and doctoral degrees in business administration. She also graduated with honors from
the University of Texas Law School.
Dr. Phelan has taught in the College of
Business Administration and currently is
professor of law. She served as assistant and
associate dean in the Graduate School for
four years before assuming her current position. She is also a certified public
accountant.
The committee based its final selection on
outstanding ability and service to the campus, community, profession, students and
~ I
the role of women.
..:c
The Woman of the Year Award began in ••
1974, replacing the former Faculty Woman ~ of the Year Award, by the Association of
Members of the Student Foundation discuss the evening's Phon-A- Thon results with George
Women Students.
Fielding (second from right) of the Tech Development Office and Jim Hess (right) of the ExStudents Association. Student Foundation members m anned phones for several nights soliciting
property deposits from seniors for the Association and support of the Foundation's scholastic
projects. This marked the first year the Foundation has sought to cooperate with the Ex-Students
on such a project.

Project Assist helps
disadvantaged students

More than 200 students at Texas Tech are
receiving help in obtaining their education
through a variety of services offered by Project Assist, a federally funded program
designed to aid disadvantaged students.
The program offers eligible student supportive services, including tutoring; career,
academic and personal counseling; testing
and reading programs; and cultural enrichment activities, all at no cost to students.
To qualify, a student must meet at least
one of five criteria: low income; educationally disadvantaged; limited English-speaking
ability; physically handicapped; or culturally
disadvantaged background. Julio Llanas,
director of Project Assist , said the criteria
are flexible enough so the program can give
assistance to any disadvantaged student
who needs it.

Tech exes honored
by Ag Sciences
Tech Exes U.S. Rep. Charles W. Stenholm
of Stamford and rancher Rob Brown of
Throckmorton were presented the Gerald
W. Thomas Outstanding Agriculturalist
Award at Texas Tech this spring . .
Stenholm was chosen for his work in agribusiness and Brown for his service in
production.
The annual awards were presented during
the College of Agriculture Sciences Honors
Banquet-Pig Roast. Named for a former
dean of the college, now president of New
Mexico State University, the award is in its
sixth year.
18 THE TEXAS TECHSAN/JUNE

Frank Stogner of Lubbock, first recipient of The Opportunity Plan program loan, pays his fees at
the Registrar's Office as Peggy Pearce (left) of the Ex -Students Association looks on. The loan
program was initiated by the Association for Tech students of high character and academic
ability who do not qualify for federal grants and loans.

The Advertising Campaigns team at Tech
entered the lOth American Advertising Federation competition in San Antonio and took
first place. Now the team advances to the
national competition in Washington, D.C.,
this month.
T~e 12 students who put together the win-

ning entry took the title over teams from
such schools as the Universities of Texas,
Arkansas, Arkansas at Little Rock and Oklahoma State.
The Ex-Students Association at Tech congratulates these students and is pleased to
sponsor one team member to Washington.

Sports
Assay report
looks promising

By Joe Hornaday
Assistant Sports Information
Gerald Myers' 1979 recruiting
escapades are reminiscent of the
old prospector who searched high
and low for the mother lode. He
never found it, but a number of glittering nuggets were pocketed along
the way.
- - Even though Texas Tech's successful basket ball coach did not
sign a domineering center during
the spring, he did come away with a
trio of prospects who have the
tools to develop into excellent collegiate players.
"Overall, I'm pleased with our
recruiting efforts this spring,"
Myers said. "We didn't get a big
man, but we did get some people
who will be able to help us down
the road. Even though we have two
scholarships left, I'd say our recruiting is pretty well wrapped up."
The Raiders certainly don't need
any immediate help. With four starters and 10 lettermen returning
from last year's 19-11 NIT team,
experience is abundant. However,
if one or more of the recruits develops rapidly to the college scene,
Myers has shown he will give freshmen playing time opportunities.
The trio of newcomers is forward
Joe Washington (6-6, 185) from
Tupelo, Miss.; forward David Reynolds (6-7, 200) from Perryton; and

Reynolds, also a three-year star. ter, established nine school records
at Perryton. He averaged 21.2
points and 12.3 rebounds in leading
his team to a 26-5 record this past
season. During his career, he averaged 17.1 points a game, shot 55
Director
percent from the field and 74 percent from the line.
Reynolds, a 2A first-team Allguard Nelson Franse (6-2, 170)
State selection, has been named to
from Clovis, N.M.
play in the Texas High School
Coaches Association All-Star
Washington averaged 18.5 points
a game and 11.2 rebounds during
Game this summer in Fort Worth.
"Tech showed the most interest
his senior season, leading the team
in me, and I really liked it there on
to the state finals and 31-3 record.
my visit," Reynolds said. "It's close
Selected All-State twice, Washto home, and I have a lot of friends
ington chose Tech over Mississippi,
there."
Mississippi State and Alcorn A&M.
Franse echoed Reynolds in his
"I thought when I went out there, I
reasons for coming to Tech.
really wouldn't go to school at
"I have 10 or 15 friends who go
Texas Tech," Washington said.
to school at Tech, plus I know Kent
"But when I got here, everybody
Williams, Steve Smith and Jeff T aytreated me well, and I was
lor after playing against them. Also,
impressed with the whole school."
it's closer to home, and my mom
and dad can come see me play a lot
. "
easter.
Franse, who picked Tech over
Texas, Texas A&M and New Mexico, averaged 23.5 points a game in
leading Clovis to a 27-1 record and
the AAAA state championship. A
three-year starter, he was chosen
Player of the Year in a four-state
region (New Mexico, Arizona,
Colorado, Utah) and was MVP in
the New Mexico state tournament.
A blazing shooter from 20 feet, he
hit 62 percent of his shots during
his ·senior year.
"I feel like all these boys will
come in and have successful
careers at Texas Tech," Myers
. said. "Of course, they can't expect
instant success, but I think it will
David Reynolds
come with time."
II1
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Gary Ashby
Doing Well in ·"Unchosen Profession''
By Jim Ferguson, AJ Sports Staff

Ashby (left) at Tech shows "the big stretch" that helped him get to the Padres' minor league
organization- and perhaps soon into the majors.

For

someone who never meant
for his pro baseball career to be
anything more than a way to "meet
a few folks and do some traveling,"
Gary Ashby '76 seems to be doing
pretty well in his "unchosen
profession."
What started as "something to
do when I got out of college," is
quickly becoming a serious matter
with the former Texas Tech-All
American first baseman. "I thought
when I got out I'd play a couple of
years and that would be that,"
admitted Ashby. "But things have
changed for me.
"I had a couple of good years in
the minors, and now I think I've got
the ability to move up to the
majors."
After finishing his college eligibility, Ashby was drafted by the San
Diego Padres and shipped to their
rookie club in Walla Walla, Wash. It
was there he realized "I was as
good as anybody else around,"
which helped not only his ego but
his playing ability.
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"When I got to Walla Walla, I
thought everybody there would be
so much better than I was," the
Tech-ex said. "But after I was there
a little while, I said to myself, 'Hey,
you're as good as they are.'
"After that, I started to come
on."
So well, as a matter of fact, that
the two-year pro is expected to
move on to the Padres' AA farm
team in Amarillo.
If he doesn't, that might be it for
his pro career.
"If they have confidence in you,
they'll move you up to the AA or
AAA farm team," he said. "That's
where you can develop as a player.
The competition is better."
In his first year playing A ball at
Reno, Nev., in the California
League, Ashby hit .310 and drove
in an additional 112 runs. With
those stats under his arm, he has a
legitimate case to argue with the
home office, he feels.
. "I think I ranked in the top eight
in every offensive category," Ashby

said. "And that includes strikeouts
too."
·
'
If the Padres don't think enough
of him to garner a promotion, last
year is possibly his last as a
professional.
"I'll either be in Amarillo or Lubbock this summer," he said, mean- ·
ing of course, either an advancement comes, or he stays home for
the summer.
Ashby pointed out that he's not
the type to sit around a minor
league lockerroom for the next 10
C years, waiting for a shot at the bigs.
~
"I gave myself a year in each
= league," he_said. "So far that's the
;·
n way it's been going for me-a year
.g in Walla Walla, a year in Reno, and
;. hopefully a year in Amarillo."
l With the Padres' AAA· farm team
in Hawaii, he said he might fudge a
year or two if he makes it that far.
"There are some guys who've
been hanging on for a long time in
every organization. The Padres ·
have them too," he said, backtracking on the subject of setting a time
limit. "But they are usually the guys
who don't have a college education - the ones who only know
baseball and nothing else."
With that in mind, Ashby has
been working on a bachelor's
degree in physical education during
the off-season, knowing sooner or
later, even if he does make it to the
top, someday he'll have to call it
quits and be forced to "work for a
living. "

For

the time being though, he is
still faced with life in the minor
leagues, which he says isn't as .
gloomy as most picture it to be.
"Reno was a great place to live,"
he recalled. "There were a lot of
things to do there besides play
baseball. When you do live in a
good place, that makes up for some
of the inconveniences."
But that was Reno. Walla Walla
was a different story.

"The problem with Walla Walla
was there wasn't anything to do.
Nothing," he said. "And when we'd
go to another town in the league,
there was nothing to do when we
gotthere. We'd get in some towns,
and the cafe would close about the
same time the game got started. So
we'd have to eat candy after the
game. "
Learning the rules of the minor
league jungle, Ashby said the team
started eating before the game.
But it's the bus rides, the long
ones, that most minor leaguers
refer to so often.
"I've never played in a league
where you had to take long bus
rides, so I wouldn't know anything
about that," he said. "About eight
hours were the longest rides we
ever had to take. And when you
grow up out here, that's not so far
to go."
· If he does move to Amarillo,
there will be rides to Shreveport,
La., and Jackson, Miss., looming.
The main difference between
playing in college and the minor
league, he said, was the scheduleand ·not the lack of it.
From the first of May until the
end of August, there is baseball and
then some.
"We played every day," he said.
"It started out that we'd get a day
off every week at the beginning of
. the season, but as it got longer,
we'd get a day off every two weeks,
and then finally, not one at all."
Because of the rigorous pace,
Ashby pointed out there was little
time ·to practice, even if the team
wanted to. Mostly batting practice
and infield warmups before the
game served as a practice session.
"Playing everyday, you don't
have to practice," he said. "Anyway, playing that many games, you
get so tired, it would make it almost
physically impossible to do anything
else except play the games."
After leaving Tech in 1976, he
found there weren't that many pro
teams willing to bid for his services,
eventually winding up being
selected in the 22nd round of the
free-agent draft by San Diego.

ver~ beginning," he said. "They

don t have a lot of money tied up in
me, so they tend to overlook me
sometimes, I think.
"But if you
sign for a big
pressure on
along a little

are drafted high and
bonus, there is some
them to bring you
faster."

Knowing that, Ashby said that
the fastest way up for him is to

have a few good years-never any
bad ones.
"I figure I'll have to have some
great · years-not good ones-if I
ever hope to move," he said. "In
the majors, a good year is worth
about five more, but down here a
good year will usually mean you get
one more, and that's all."
It's a rough life, he said, but a
good one-for now.
lil
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"If you're not drafted high, your
back is against the wall from the
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Pam Montgomery

Falecia Freeman

Coach Beta Little

Jennifer Perdue

Barbara Bell

Tech Wotnen Qualify for Nationals
or

Is Eight
Enough?
By Craig Pletenik
Director of Sports Publicity
For Women's Athletics

Qualifying for the national championships is the goal of most athletes, but it is attained ·by few .
Qualifying standards are rigid,
keeping this elite group to a minimum in every sport.
When a university qualifies a
team or individual to compete with
the best in the country, there is reason to be proud, and nowhere is
this more evident this spring than in
Texas Tech's Women's Athletic
Department.
Distance runner Isabel Navarro
has become a regular at the Association for Intercollegiate Athletics
for Women (AlAW) Cross Country
Championships, qualifying for the
event in her first two years. The
tiny sophomore from Brownfield,
however, had been the only Raider
invited to a national championship
since 1977, until April 14th, that is.
Under a bright blue West Texas
sky, devoid of the usual winds of
spring, the Texas Tech Women
hosted their annual Track and Field
Invitational, and in the· span of
seven hours, six different Raider
athletes qualified for the Nationals .
in four events.
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(sic)
First, it was Barbara Bell, a basketball player for Tech who had
only competed in the javelin for two
weeks. The freshman from Albuquerque tossed the spear 147 feet
5 Y2 inches to easily win the event
and a trip to East Lansing, Mich.,
May 24 for the AlA W Championships.
"Barbara competed in the softball throw in high school, so I
thought she might be a natural for
the javelin," said Track Coach Beta
Little. "All the things she utilized in
the softball throw-a quick arm,
strength, and a 'true overhand'she now applies to the javelin."
Minutes later, the discus landed
149 feet 6 inches away from the circle where Jennifer Perdue was
already celebrating. Her heave
topped the national qualifying
standard of 144 feet. The junior
transfer from Tarleton State has
the potential to go farther, Little
said.
"Jennifer is so strong, it's scary.
If she can get mentally tough in
competition, she may even meet
Olympic standards in a few years.
That milestone is over 183 feet."

The Tech record-breaking per·
formances weren't limited to the
field events. Pam Montgomery, a
90-pound package of e.xcitement,
sprinted to a 100-meter dash time
of 11.59, besting the 11.8 qualifying
standard easily.
The freshman from Ore City
then ran the opening leg of the 440·
yard relay, and by the time T onya
Jones, Sharon Moultrie and Felecia
Freeman took the baton their 110
yards, Tech had three more
national qualifiers. The sprint relay
team posted a 46.85.
"I think Pam wants to go to the
Olympics, and her hometown
wanted to sponsor her for 1980, but
I almost didn't have the heart to tell
them how difficult it was to quali~
and how far Pam has to go in a few
months to make it," Little said:
"But if she can run an 11.4 hand··
timed 100-meter dash before July,
she will be eligible for the Olympic
Trials, and after this year, nothing
is impossible."
Needless to say, Tech won its
invitational, amassing 2131/3 points,
with second place Stephen F. Aus·
tin a distant second at 891/3 in the
seven-team meet. · But there was
more to come.
Two weeks later, at the TAIAW
State Championships, Sharon

I

)
Sharon Moultrie

Isabel Navarro

Moultrie shocked the long jump
field, leaping 19 feet 8 inches to win
the event and qualify for nationals.
It was just another chapter to a
very short success story.
"Sharon was passed up by all the
schools recruiting last year when
she was a senior at Pampa," Little
said. "She was a walk-on this year,
and I couldn't believe we (coaches)
all missed her. She's been our
secret weapon, but after her jump
at State, everyone knows her now.
It was her· lifetime best by a foot,
and 16 inches better than any of
her jumps this year."

T

Tanya Jones

To

complete this year of the
National Qualifier , the Tech
Women's Golf Team must be mentioned, or more specifically, a freshman from Cour d'Alene, Idaho,
named Mary Delong.
Delong has led the Raider
Golfers in all seven tournaments
this year. More importantly, her ·
best ten rounds average 77.6, a
mark that should earn her a berth
in the AlAW Championships June
15-18 in Stillwater, Okla., according
to Coach Jay McClure.
"The cut -off mark last year for
those 25 individuals not on qualify-

Mary DeLong

ing teams was around 80, but this
year it should be in the 78 to 79
range. I think Mary is in good
shape," McClure said.
Another Tech golfer, Linda Hunt,
still has an outside chance of qualifying with her ten-round average of
79. 7.
If there is a way to measure the
success of an athletic program,
national recognition for individuals
would certainly be an important criterion. With eight national qualifiers
in three sports, the Texas Tech
Women have enjoyed their finest
year ever.
[I]
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Tech athletes honored
at all-sports banquet
Tech Football Coach Rex Dockery told a
Red Raider Club audience that "positive"
thinking was the key for athletes. Dockery
spoke before Tech's annual all-sports banquet as the club honored Raider athletes.
During the banquet, Tech athletes
received awards and outstanding performances were recognized. The following list
includes the major awards:
Dell Morgan Memorial Courage
Award: Brian Nelson of Wichita Falls; Pete
Cawthon Memorial Award: Don Kelly of
Blooming Grove; Donny Anderson Special Award For Sportsmanship: Curtis
Reed of Round Rock.
Polk F. Robison Award: Geoff Huston
of Brooklyn, N.Y.; Top Swimmer Award:
Cody Aufricht of Dallas; JT King Award:
David Hill of Seminole.
·Arch Lamb Spirit Awards: FootballGodfrey Turner; Basketball-Geoff Huston;
Baseball-Rusty Laughlin; Track-Ricky
McCormick; Swimming-Steve Degenfelder; Golf-Mel Callender; and TennisDavid Crissey.

Improvement noted
in golf and tennis
Instant improvement was noted in both
men's golf and tennis programs this year
under the guidance of new head coaches.
Richard Whittenburg directed the golfers
to a 7th place Southwest Conference finish
in Tyler, jumping two notches from its 1978
last-place finish. The Raiders had a 54-hole
team score of 915, which was just two shots
behind 6th place SMU.
Individually, senior Mel Callender and junior Chris Brown tied for 12th in the SWC
with 12-over-par 228 totals. Junior Randy
Waterhouse had 229 and senior Gregg
Jones had 230.
Mark Hamilton molded the tennis team
into a competitive unit. The squad finished
24

Junior Larry Selby led the conference in
hitting going into the last weekend of play
but he ran into a bevy of strong Universit~
of Texas pitching arms and wound up with a
.376 average in SWC play.
Junior Mark Johnston carried the brunt of
the mound load.. His five SWC victories was
a school record.
With all but four starters returning next
season, Coach Kal Segrist is optimistic that
the year's experience will pay big dividends.

8th in the SWC, up one notch from last
year. In dual matches, the Raiders were 1014. In SWC point competition, Tech
recorded 16 match victories compared to
just two the year before.
Junior Doug Davis played impressively
throughout the year, compiling a 16-9 singles
record against some of the top players in the
nation.
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8 wo1t1en athletes
receive sports awards

Mays' record earns
spot in NCAA 01eet

Basketball player Rosemary Scott led the list
of eight women athletes receiving awards at
the Texas Tech Women's Intercollegiate
Banquet.
Tech's leading scorer this season, the
former Slaton High School star was selected
Outstanding Senior Athlete, as well as the
Outstanding Basketball Player, at the annual
event hosted by Jack and Marjorie Kastman
of Lubbock. The two-year letter winner and
co-captain averaged 10.7 points per game.
Debbie Donley was chosen Outstanding
Tennis Player. The senior from St. Louis
won 25 matches while moving up to the
number one singles position this year.
National Qualifiers Isabel Navarro and
Pam Montgomery were honored for cross
country and track and field, respectively.
Navarro, a sophomore from Brownfield, has
competed in the AIAW National Cross
Country Championships two years in a row.
Montgomery, who hails from Ore City, is a
national qualifier in the 100-meter dash and
the 440-yard relay team. The freshman also
competes in the long jump and 220-yard
dash.
Denise Shipman, a junior from Richardson, won the Outstanding Swimmer award.
She was Tech's best in the butterfly and
spring freestyle events.
Golfer Mary Delong was her team's outstanding athlete. A freshman from Cour
d'Alene, Idaho, Delong shot an 18-hole
average of 80.8, including a record round of
74, and was the leading Raider in all seven
tourname.nts. She is currently waiting for an
invitation to the AIAW National Championships this summer.
Another golfer, Beverly Winters, was recognized for Outstanding Academic Achievement. .The sophomore math major from
Wildarado maintained a 3.83 grade point
average during the 78-79 school year.

Baseball Raiders
finish 6th in SWC
If offense was your forte, then the Texas
Tech baseball diamond was the place to be
this spring.
The Red Raiders scored a whooping 205
runs-an average of 5.2 per game-but ran
into pitching difficulties and finished up the
1979 campaign with a 16-23 record. Tech
was 6th in the Southwest Conference with a
9-15 ledger.

James Mays may not be a household name
in national track circles, but his time may be
near.
A sophomore from Hereford, Mays established himself as one of the top 800-meter
men in the nation this spring. He covered
the distance in El Paso in a blazing 1:47.14
clocking, which at the time (April 21) was
the second-fastest in the nation. He earned a
spot in the NCAA Championship Meet held
May 31-June 2 in Champaign, Ill.
Another impressive feat this spring was
the showing of Tech's 3200-meter (two-mile)
relay team of Mays, junior Robert Lepard,
junior Greg Lautenslager and senior Ricky
McCormick. The quartet finished second in
the event out of 17 schools in the prestigious
Drake Relays and recorded a strong 5th
place showing among 25 teams in the Drake
Relays' distance medley race.
[]j
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Gerry Berkowitz, Tech lacrossedefenseman,
sends this player to the penalty box for un·
necessary "ruffness."

Chapter News
Dallas Chapter Hosts Western Barbecue
Some 350 people turned out for
barbecue beef and ham and country western music April 21 in Dallas, when the Dallas area chapter
celebrated Texas Tech Day.
The meeting, co-sponsored by
the Red Raider Club, was held at
John Carpenter's Hackberry Ranch
beginning at 6 p.m.
Guest speaker Rex Dockery,
Tech football head coach, addressed the group which represented Dallas, Fort Worth, Arlington
and Hurst-Euless. A film of the 1978
football season highlights entertained exes and their spouses.
A special presentation was made
to Reg Crump, 1977-78 president of
the Dallas Chapter, in recognition
of his service.
The meeting was coordinated by
Sam Bates, current president of the
Chapter, and Jesse Pruitt, president of the Dallas Chapter of the
Red Raider Club.

(From left) John Scovell, Rex Dockery,
Sam Bates, Reg Crump.

Leete Jackson (left), Donny Anderson and
Mr. & Mrs. E. N. Jones.

_.,.
Tech Regent Clint Formby (left) and Sam
Bates.

Mr. '68 and Mrs. '70 Bob Jackson of Dallas.

Arlington Chapter Holds Afternoon in the Park
Approximately 30 Exes joined
together in Thomas Moore Park in
Arlington, Sunday afternoon, April
29. Dr. Billy I. Ross, chairman of
mass communications, and Peggy
Pearce from the Association headquarters, talked to the group about
Texas Tech.
Box lunches were sold to help
foster the scholarship fund which
supports financial assistance for
Arlington top-ranking high school
students who will be enrolling at
Tech.
After a vigorous game of softball,
the following officers were elected:
Lary Snodgrass, president; Jimmy
Mats ley, vice president; Paul
Knuckley, treasurer and Deana
Koonsrnan, secretary.

Dr. Billy Ross (left), R. G. Alexander, Jimmy
Matsley and other exes.

Lary Snodgrass (center), wife Carol and son
Chris, Matt Riley and Ross.

EDITOR'S NOTE: In order to give better coverage to more
chapters, we encourage you to sen.d us your news. Mail to: Editor,
THE TEXAS TECHSAN, P.O. Box 4009, Lubbock, TX 79409.
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Tyler Chapter Observes Tech Day
Head Coach Rex Dockery showed
the 1978 F oqtball Highlights Film
and answered questions at the
Tyler Chapter's Tech Day meeting
May 2.
Members voted to sponsor a bus
trip to Waco for the Tech-Baylor
game this fall, and President Rick
Price passed out an information
piece regarding the chapter's
second annual barbeque to be held
from 3:30-7 p.m. June 9 at the
Whistle Stop Ranch. Basketball
Coach Gerald Myers will be the
special guest.

(Top left) Mr. & Mrs. Rick Price.

(Top right) Coach Rex Dockery and Mrs.
Ora Talkington.
·

Also in attendance at the meeting
were Bill Dean, executive director
of the Association, and Brian Hall,
field representative for the Red
Raider Club. Some 40 people
attended.

(Left) From left, District Rep. Craig Pool,
Brian Hall of The Red Raider Club, Greg
Guinn and Tom Woldert.

Dimmitt Hears Coach Felker
Dimmitt area ex-students held a
Tech Day dinner meeting in the
City Hall May 10 with some 50 exes
and friends attending.
Mrs. Sara Hill '65, District 3
representative, was chairperson.
Her husband, W. J. '65, was master
of ceremonies, and Ed McElroy '49
was the cook (and he did his usual
excellent job).
Following the dinner, Jim Hess,
assistant director of the ExStudents Association, spoke ·briefly

about the activities of the Association. He then introduced Rocky
Felker, new quarterback coach of
the Red Raiders, who discussed the
recent recruiting season and next
year's outlook. The 1978 Red
Raider Highlights Film was also
shown.
In the short business meeting, it
was decided not to formally organize as a chapter, but to plan on haviog an annual meeting each year in
mid-April

Chapter Meeting Briefs
Denver Meeting: Approximately
40 Ex-Students in the Denver area
attended a reception hosted by Bill
Dean at Stouffers Hotel near Stapleton Airport. This was the first
meeting in the Denver area in several years, and response was good.
Fort Worth organization ~eet
ing: Bill Dean went to Fort Worth
on May 3 to meet with a small
26 THE TEXAS TECHSAN/JUNE

group of Ex-Students to help plan
the re-activation of the F art Worth
chapter. Included in this meeting
was Mrs. Pat Shannon, District 15
representative.

Washington D.C.: The Washington D.C. Chapter celebrated Tech
Day on May 26 with an oldfashioned Texas barbecue at the
Maurice Carlisle Farm near Dickerson, Maryland.

150 Tech Exes
Attend Meeting
In Austin
Coach Rex Dockery discussed the
past season as well as the upcoming 1979 football slate in Austin at
the sixth annual Tech Day spring
barbecue May 12 at the Westwood
Country Club.
The event, which was attended
by all the Tech football coaches,
was co-sponsored by the ExStudents Association and the Red
Raider Club. Dockery introduced
each coach and then presented the
1978 football highlight film.
Former Texas Attorney General
Waggoner Carr was master of
ceremonies. Others attending were
Bill Dean, executive director of the
Association, and Brian Hall, field
representative for the Red Raider
Club.
Bill Von Rosenberg, district
representative and local chapter
president, was in charge of arrangements for the affair, which was
attended by 150 people.
~

Highest Ranking
Graduates Honored
Mrs. Tommy Hatch, Lubbock district representative, presents plaques on
behalf of the Association to Engineering grads Jeff Greenwood and David
Roberts. Other colleges' highest ranking graduates who were also honored by
the Ex-Students Association at graduation, were Ag Sciences-James
Cromer; Home Ec-Betty Lowder; Business-Elizabeth Wood and Nancy
Rogers; Arts & Sciences-Carla Jean Clark, James Hughes, Gary James
and Sheryl Haler; and Education-Karen Louise Bailey.

Attention Home Ec Exes
Texas Tech exes who plan to attend the
annual Vocational Homemaking Teachers'
Conference Aug. 1 in Dallas are invited to a
reception in the Dallas Hilton Hotel just
prior to the VHTE banquet.
The catered event, expected to attract
some 100 Tech exes, is being sponsored by
the Ex-Students Association . Details may be
obtained from Dr. Camille G. Bell, chairperson of the Department of Home Economics
Education, (806) 742-3037.

Call 763-2881
and get with
the energy folks!
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Class Notes
By Cathy Grimes

35

Lloyd H.

Glover has been

presented the "Outstanding Citizen
Award" for 1978 given by the Chamber of
ComMerce of the city of Pharr, Tex., where
he has been editor-publisher of The Pharr
Press for 43 years. The award was given for
many years of unselfish service to Pharr. He
also organized the first Tech Ex-Students
chapter in the Rio Grande Valley and later
was district representative.

38

B. Connally Neal recently retired

after 42 years in teaching and school
administration. During the past 32 years, he
has been county school superintendent of
Bell County schools. He is living in Temple.
One of his favorite hobbies is collecting a
variety of barbed wire specimens.
Wayne C. Sellers was inducted into the .S
Texas Tech Mass Communications Hall of o
Fame in February. He is editor and publisher of the Palestine Herald Press.
..a:
Porter P. Parris of Chicago was elected ~
president of the American Hotel & Motel ~~
Association, the world's largest lodging inWayne C. Sellers (left) , editor and publisher of the Palestine Herald-Press, has been inducted
dustry association, at their annual conveninto the Texas Tech Mass Communications Hall of Fame. He is shown with Mrs. Sellers and
tion in November. Parris is vice president of
Austin radio executive Wendell Mayes Jr., last year's inductee, who presided over the recent
Hilton Hotels Corp. and managing director of
cerernonies. The framed color photograph of S ellers hands in the Mass Communications
the Palmer House in Chicago. He is married
Building. Sellers was graduated from Texas Tech in 1938. He has worked for the Texas
to the former Mary Ross Edwards. They
Newspaper Publishers Association in Dallas, the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, the San Fran·
have two sons.
cisco News the Sherman Democrat and the Rock Hill Evening Herald.
'

f

39 Buck McNeil ,

who has served as
advisory director, senior vice presi·
dent and trust department manager of the
First National Bank, has announced his
retirement from the bank. His wife is the
former Betty Jo Watson '40. They are living
in Lubbock.

John Scoggin (center) '38, president of S coggin-Dickey Buic k, a Buick and Opel deale rship in
Lubbock, receives an award honoring him as one of only 68 automobile dealers in the entire
nation to be named a TIME Magazine Quality Dealer Award (TMQDA) winner for 1979.
Making the presentation in Las Vegas at the 62 annual convention of the National Automobile Dealers Association is Mike Carey (left) , director of the TMQDA program , and Gene
Fondren, executive vice president of the Texas Automobile Dealers Association.
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41

Harriette Williford Whatley has

48

James F. Malone is associate pro-

been appointed to serve on the National Advisory Board of the American Secu·
rity Council and to participate in the 1979
National Security Issues poll. Mrs. Whatley
is a local insurance agent in Fairfield.
Guion Gregg is the founder and one of
six owners of Commercial College Real Estate
Institute, the largest producer of real estate
agents in the Dallas area . Gregg is a former
president of the Tech Ex-Students Asso·
ciation.
Ralph Blodgett, Spearman native and agribusiness man and farmer, was named Citizen
of the Year for 1978 by the Spearman C hamber of Comme rce . He is the mayor of Spearman and is active in c ivic and church affairs.
His wife is the former Johanne Studer '46.
Blodgett is a former Ex-Students Association
president.

fessor of professiona l education at
the University of Houston at Clear Lake City.

49

*Eldon L. Ervin has been named

district manager in Casper, Wyo., for
the Dowell Division of Dow Chemical U.S.A.
A Dowell employee since 1951, Ervin is transferring from Victoria, Tex.
James P. Sammons, Jr. has been elected
vice president of the Bosque County Bank in
Meridian. He is married, and he and his wife
are the parents of three children.
*Bill M. Keith has been elected president
and chief operating officer of the board of El
Chico Corp. He and his wife, Mary Ruth, have
a son and a daughter. They reside in Dallas.

Newman R. Gilbert is employed by

54. Texas

Eastman Co. as Operating
Department superintendent. He and his wife,
Patricia, have four children. They are living
in Hallsville.
Jay C. Fish, M.D., professor of surgery at
the University of Texas Medical Branch, has
been named by the UT Board of Regents as
holder of the Granville T. Hall Chair in General Surgery. He and his wife, Sally, have two
children. They live in Galveston.

56

Billy R. Hall is the director of the

Railroad Commission district office in
Abilene. He heads the oil and gas regulatory
office which covers 24 counties in West Cen·
tral Texas. He and his wife have six children .
*Lt. Col. Ralph 0. Riojas has received the
Meritorious Service Medal at Altus AFB,
Okla. He was cited for outstanding duty performance as chief of protocol for the Sixteenth Air Force and as deputy commander
of the 401st Combat Support Group at Tor·
rejon AB, Spain.

*Eldon L. Ervin

50

*Bill M. Keith

Billy F. Hendrix is juvenile pro-

bation officer for the Judicial District of Floyd, Briscoe, Motley and Dickens
counties. His family moved to Floyd County
in 1960, and since that time he has farmed
near McCoy. He and his wife have three
children.
W. L. "Bill" Bates of Star Engraving Co.
was recently elected a new member of the
board of directors of Texas Bank in Lubbock.
He is on the President's Council at Tech and
the board of the Texas Tech University
Foundation.
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W. W. Meers has been named gen-

eral manager-switched services for
Southwestern Bell in Dallas. He was previously general manager-planning and operator
services in Dallas. His wife is the former Betty
Cowan. They have two daughters.
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Hubert Gentry has been named

53

*Roy T. Grimes has been notified
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Charles V. Hill was elected chair-

man of the board and chief executive ·
officer of Citizens National Bank in Abilene.
His wife is the former Patricia Ann Doyell.
They have a son who is a freshman at Tech
and a daughter who is in junior high school.
Richard W. & Carol L. Reed have moved
to Bismark, N.D., where he is assistant state
conservationist with the Soil Conservation
Service.
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Glenda Guyton '58 (right), assistant to the
vice president for student affairs at The University of Alabama, was named the fifth
recipient of the Walter R. Guyton Faculty
Award for Outstanding Service to Students.
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Max Malone has been named

president of Permian Bank and
trust in Odessa. He and his wife , Alzada,
have three sons and a daughter.
*W. Presely Sheppard, Jr. was named
general manager-staff and operator services
for Southwestern Bell in Arkansas. He and
his wife and four children live in Little Rock.
.
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senior vice president and general
counsel for Entex, Inc. He is living in Houston.

by the chief of Naval Personnel that
he has been selected for promotion to the
rank of captain. Captain Grimes has 35 years
of active and reserve duty. He is the commanding officer of NICSYSTEMS-0311,
which works for Naval Intelligence Command, headquartered in Alexandria, Va.

EVOLUTION OF A UNIVERSITY:
Texas Tech's First Fifty Years
By Jane Gilmore Rushing and

*Leon D. Simpson

59

*W. P. Sheppard Jr.

Dan Howard was elected to the

board of directors of Southwest
Lubbock National Bank. -He is a selfemployed certified accountant. He and his
wife, Kay, have three children.
.
*Leon D. Simpson has become asststant
pastor and minister to adults for First Baptist
Church in Dallas. He was previously director
of ministerial training at Cumberland College,
Williamsburg, Ky.
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*Roy T. Grimes

*Ralph 0 . Riojas

L. Glen Kerby is executive vice

president of Central National Bank in
San Angelo. He was recently elected to the
West Texas Rehabilitation board of directors.

Kline A. Nail

$9.95

Recreating the excitement of 50 years of
student activity, the authors explore the
University's past and future. Incl udes
256 pages and 32 pages of photographs.
Mail to: Texas Tech Specialties c/ o The
Ex-Students Association , P.O. Box 4009,
Lubbock , Tx 79409.
Please send me ______ copies of
Evolution Of A University at $9.95 each,
plus $2 postage and handli ng. Texas
residents add 5% sales tax.
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Neal Flathers, vice president of Southwest Cattleman's Corp., has been named a
member of the executive committee of First
Bank & Trust Co., in Booker.
Garland Moore and his family are living
in Kelton. He is a member of the board of
directors of First Bank and Trust in Shamrock. He was recently appointed president of
the board of directors of South Wheeler
County hospital district in Shamrock.
*Gary E. Welch was elected president
and chairman of the board of directors of the
First State Bank of Riesel. Welch is active in
community affairs and, in addition to his
banking interests, is active in the building,
real estate and insurance business. He and
his wife, Nancy, are the parents of three sons
and a daughter. While at Tech, he was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity, the Double
"T" Association and lettered three years as
a member of the swimming team .
Billy C. Wood has been named to a newly
created position in Washington, D.C. He is
the deputy comptroller for Multinational
Banking. The division was formed to centralize the supervision of the nation's
largest national banks. He was previously
regional administrator of National Banks in
the Chicago region.

64

James E. Tindle is vice president of

administration for Mostek Industries
of Carrollton, an electronics company. His
wife is the former Jan Mayo '65. They have
two sons.

*Leo M. Brown

*Gary E. Welch

*Leo M. Brown has been named general
agent for Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Co. in Chattanooga. While at Tech, he
was a member of the debate team, the Interfraternity Council and was active in newspaper and radio work. His wife is the former

Barbara Kay Black '64.
Edward E. Whitacre has been named
director-network distribution services for
Southwestern Bell in its Texas operations. He
is married to the former Linda Lawrence of
Fort Worth. They have two children.
Randy M. Lowrance is manager of the
mechanical division of Lockwood, Andrews
& Newnam, Inc., a full service organization
providing professional services in engineering,
architecture and project management. He is
living in Houston.
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Thomas L. Dodd is president, chief

executive officer and a member of the
board of U.S.LIFE Systems, a data proces-

sing and technical services company. He and
his wife, Joanna, and two daughters live in
South Orange, N.J.
Doyle G. Warren is extension agent and
agricultural program leader in Hidalgo
County. He and his wife, Judy, have four
children.
Mike and Patty (Smith) Horridge are
currently living in San Antonio. Patty went
back to graduate school at the University of
Houston to major in special education. She
was asked to participate in a special experimental program granted by H. E. W. dealing
with self-image problems of teenagers . Shortly
after she finished graduate school, Mike was
promoted to director of marketing programs
at Datapoint Corporation's headquarters in
San Antonio. The couple has two children
'
a son and a daughter.
Jerry C. Tonroy is currently living in
Indianapolis, Ind., where he is employed by
the Civil Service at Fort Benjamin Harrison.
He is married to the former Joyce Collins of
Waynesville. They have one son.
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Dr. Howard R. Horn, Jr. has been

named the Young Engineer of the Year
Award winner for 1979 by the San Jacinto
Chapter of T.S.P.E. Dr. Horn is a vice presi·
dent of Walter P. Moore and Associates, Inc.,
and a director of their research and development division. His wife is the former Margie

Hale '69.
Morris E. Dudley is a landscape architect.
He recently opened an office in San Antonio.

Landmarks of Texas Tech
Available for the first time in a framed marble
etching bordered in red felt. About a dozen
campus landmarks are included in the design
with complete descriptions on the back of the
frame. l3Y2 x l4Y2. $39.95.
Please send me
framed etchings at $39.95
each. Texas residents should add 5% sales tax.

Name______ Address _ _ _ _ _ __
City & State_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Zip _ __
_Master Charge__ or Visa Account No.
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*J. M. "Mike" Stinson has been pro-

Consumer Products Division of Texas Instruments. They have one daughter.

moted to the new position of manager of planning and economics for Continental Oil Co.'s
petroleum operations. He will continue to
make his headquarters in Houston.

67

ceutical sales representative for
McNeil Laboratories in the Lubbock area.
She recently completed the company's sales
education program at the Fort Washington,
Pa., home office facility.

Melvin David Ogle and his wife,

Sarah, are the proud parents of a
daughter, Lynnette, born in December. They
also have a son, Keith, who is 20 months old.
They are living in Fort Worth where Melvin
is working for the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service.
Richard Salmon is living in San Angelo
and is president of Wendland Manufacturing.
He is presently on the board of directors of
San Angelo National Bank and the West
Texas Rehabilitation Center.
Jim Hayter and his family have moved
back to Kansas City. He was previously located in New Jersey at the company headquarters of AT& T Long Lines, with assignments in marketing and personnel. He is now
the EED coordinator for the ten-state Midwestern area of AT&T Long Lines.
Dr. Bob Harmel is dean of the School of
Business Administration and Economics at
Midwestern State University at Wichita Fails.
He is active in church and civic affairs in
Wichita Fails.
Virginia Crounse Armstrong has been
promoted from assistant professor to associate professor of political science at HardinSimmons University in Abilene.

69

70

Dr. Bernie Ray Tonroy and his wife,

Chris, recently moved near Hays,
Kan. They were formerly living in Bloomington, Minn. , where he served as a nutritionist
for International Multifoods in Minneapolis in
the supersweet feeds division. He has also
completed graduate work at Purdue University. He and his wife have two sons.

*Susan Shackelford is a pharma-

*J. M. Stinson

*5. Shackelford

Mike Irish is assistant dean of the Texas
Tech Law School. He was recently elected to
serve on the board of directors ofTexas Commerce Bank in Lubbock.
Doyle R. Bunch II has been promoted
to assistant secretary and assistant treasurerfinance for the Amarillo-based Southwestern Public Service Co. His wife is the
former Sharon Rae T olzien.
Capt. Howard J. Colson, Jr. received his
master's degree at the Air Force Institute of
Technology, located at Wright-Patterson
AFB, Ohio. He is being assigned to Eglin AFB·,
Fla., with a unit of the Air Force Systems
Command.
Don W. Pharr was named senior vice
president of Security National Bank in Lubbock . He also is vice president of the Lubbock
chapter of the American Institute of Banking
and an advisory director of the South Plains
chapter of Bank Administration Institute.
Mike Skaggs is now working in Abilene
with the Chamber of Commerce. He was
previously in Sherman as executive vice
president and general manager of the
Sherman Area Chamber of Commerce.
Donna Snyder Scarborough has been
appointed a Province Collegiate director of
Gamma Phi Beta sorority. She is currently
living in Lubbock. Her husband, Charles, is
the production and financial manager of the
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Don W. Sparks, formerly of First National Bank of Harlingen, Tex., has been appointed senior auditor for City National Bank
of Wichita Falls He and his wife, Carolyn,
have two sons.
John L. "Ike" .Harper of Waxahachie has
been named assistant to the district manager
of Carrollton-Farmers Branch for Texas
Power & Light Co. He is married to the former
Jan Craver, and they have one child.
Peggy T onroy Martin and her husband,
Michael, are the proud parents of their first
child, Christopher Alan, born in December.
Michael is employed by the Texas Tech University Press.
*Charles Nolan Gregg completed
the initial training at Delta Air Lines'
training school at the Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport and is now assigned to the
airline's Atlanta pilot base as a second officer.
He and his wife, the former Suzanne Gail
Carson, were residents of San Antonio.
Briggs V. Nesmith has been named vice
president and treasurer of Blocker Energy·
Corp., a Houston-based exploration, drilling
and production company. Nesmith has been
serving as controller of Choya Drilling Co.,
a principal subsidiary of Blocker Energy. He
is a certified public accountant and served as
controller of the First National Bank of Midland prior to joining Choya Drilling.
Louanne LeBourveau has been selected by the Balcones Council of Camp Fire
Girls, Inc., to fill their executive director
position. The Balcones Council serves the
Austin area.
Brock R. Smith of Bridgeport has been
appointed district attorney for the 235th
judicial district by Gov. Bill Clements. Smith
received his law degree from Tech.
Jarred R. Powell has been promoted to
assistant vice president by the board of
directors of Merchants National Bank in
Mobile, Ala.
Eddie Hedges has been named new vice
president of Security State Bank in Amherst.
He and his wife, Jan, have two children.
Randal L. Upshaw is the Lubbock County
Extension agent for agriculture. At Tech, he
was active in the rodeo club and intercollegiate FFA. He is married to the former Dinah
Lovett, and they have one son.
Capt. Mark D. Gunn, currently attending
jet training at Sheppard AFB after seven years
in helicopters, was awarded the Air Force
Commendation Medal for meritorious service
while stationed at Sembach Air Base,
Germany. While in Germany, Capt. Gunn
earned a masters of psychology degree from
Ball State University.

and administrative assistant. He was formerly
the publisher of newspapers at Azle and
Springtown. While at Tech, he was editor of
the University Daily.
Gary Shackelford has joined Blair Television ~s Jacksonville office as an account
executive. His wife is the former Lynda
Gunn '72. The couple has one child.

Steve York has been named
· assistant vice president of control
for Republic Gypsum Co., Dallas.
Dennis and DeeAnn (Smith '78) Liles
are living in Amherst. Dennis is the elementary school principal. DeeAnn is a math
teacher for grades 7-12 in Amherst. They have
two children.

73

71

72

Claude Tatum II has been elected
to the board of directors of Texas
Commerce Bank in Lubbock. Tatum is general manager and partner of Economy Mills,
and secretary-treasurer of Tatum Brothers
Grain. He is a charter member of the South
Plains Gun Club and is an assistant director
in the accounting department at Tech.
Donny Richards has joined the staff of
newly elected Congressman Kent Hance in
Washington. He is serving as press secretary
32
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*Charles Gregg

*Kenneth Noruell

Patrick Duffy has been named assistant
trust officer in the trust division of the Midland
National Bank by the bank's board of directors. Duffy, an attorney-at-law, will administer

FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE
TO WEST TEXAS fiGRICOLTORE :

estates, trusts and agencies. He is a '76
graduate of the Tech law school.

74

George Gault is the new city attar.
ney for Mineral Wells. He received
both his undergraduate degree and law
degree from Tech. He is the junior partner in
the law firm of Gault and Gault in Mineral
Wells.
John T. Gavin is assistant vice president
and director of marketing at First Wichita
National Bank in Wichita Falls.
First Lt. Steve Headley, assistant information officer at Reese AFB, has been
named the 64th FTW Junior Support
Officer of the Quarter.
Donald C. Moore has been promoted to
assistant vice president of Mercantile Bank
in Dallas. He is the international department's
loan officer responsible for established commodities accounts here and in Southeast Asia.
*Kenneth W. Norvell of Dallas has been
named sales engineer, Texas/ Oklahoma
region, for Rogers Corporation, Rogers,
Conn.
Randall L. Davis has joined the Mon.
santo Co. , as a Iandman in the Southwestern
Region office in Midland.
Dr. Lawrence Clayton has been promoted from associate professor to professor
of English at Hc;\rdin-Simmons University in
Abilene.
Richard H. Smith, his wife, Sherry, and
two children, have recently moved to Odessa.
Richard accepted a job as a design engineer
with El Paso Products.

A Soldier from Texas

fl History of
Texas Tech University's
College of
flgricuRural Sciences.
1925-1975

By Colonel Cecil E. Roberts.
$12.50
A History of Texas Tech
University's College of

Agricultural Sciences
1925-1975
by DONALD E. GREEN
A book of the internal history of the
Texas Tech University College of
Agricultural Sciences and the relationship of it to the region of West
Texas, particularly of the High Plains
subregion surrounding "Tech." This
interesting and informativ~ book was
published by Texas Tech University
Press. $11.95

Colonel Cecil E. Roberts, a 1949 Texas
Tech graduate, has written this book so
the layman can understand and
appreciate what happened in World
War II. This book covers his personal
and military experiences through
Europe, Greece, Bolivia and Guatemala.
It is designed as an interesting story of
one man 's career in the armed forces.
Make checks payable to Texas Tech
Specialties, ex) Ex-Students Association,
Box 4009 Lubbock, 79409. Please add $2
for postage and handling and Texas
residents add scYo sales tax .

Michael Nowicki has been appointed
to the process management department of
Humana, Inc., in Louisville, Ky . He was
formerly director of professional services at
Valley Medical Center at Fresno.
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Pat Brinkman is living in Hereford

and is superintendent of the local golf
course. He is also a landscape architect.
John Fouts returned to Haskell, Tex.,
where he will be associated with the law
firm of Adkins and Chapman. He will be
engaged in the general practice of law. He
was recently appointed city attorney for the
city of Haskell. He received both his undergraduate degree and law degree from Tech.
His wife is the former Bonnie Lou Adkins
'76. They have one son.
Herman L. Byrd has been promoted by
the U.S. Air Force to the rank of colonel. He
serves as commander of the 92nd Air Refueling Squadron at Fairchild AFB, Wash.
Gene M. Williams is a recent graduate of
the Tech Law School. He has accepted a
position with Mahaffy, Weber, Keith and
Gonsoulin of Beaumont.
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Karen Whitson Snoddy and her

husband, Tom, are currently living in
Odessa. He is treasurer of Odessa Savings
Association. Karen is staff accountant at
Medical Center Hospital in Odessa.
Pete McKinney is a full time partner with
the law firm of Thompson, Rees & McKinney
in Colorado City. He is presently serving
as city attorney for Colorado City.
*2nd Lt. Stuart C. Johnson has been
awarded silver wings following graduation
from U.S. Air Force pilot training at Reese
AFB, Tex. He will now fly the T-38 Talon with
a unit of the Air Training Command at Reese.
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Travis G. Hicks has been awarded

the degree of Master of International
Management from the American Graduate
School of International Management in
Glendale, Ariz.
Johnny Martin is the eighth grade football
coach in Floydada Junior High School. He

also assists with varsity football and teaches
health. While at Tech, he was a member of Phi
Delta Theta fraternity.
Mike Sears has joined Diversified Products Corp. of Opelika, Ala., as a sales representative in the Southern Region. He will
live in Lubbock.
Manuel Luna was assigned to the area
staff of the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Soil
Conservation Service, in Uvalde. He and his
wife have four children.
*Judith Lane Parrish has completed the
training course at Delta Air Lines' Training

*Debra Crump

*Grady Dougless

*Debra Frances Crump has completed
the training course at Delta Air Lines' Training
School at Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport and is now a Delta flight attendant
assigned to the airline's Miami flight attendant
base.

.

-
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*Stuart Johnson

*Judith Parrish

School at Hartsfield Atlanta International
Airport and is now a Delta flight attendant
assigned to the airline's Miami flight attendant
base.
Bill Keffler was elected president of the
Urban Management Assistants of North
Texas. He is administrative assistant to the
Richardson city manager.
*2nd Lt. Grady L. Dougless has graduated
from U.S. Air Force pilot training at Laughlin
AFB, Tex., and has been awarded silver
wings. He now goes to Mac Dill AFB, Fla. , for
flying duty on the Phantom II. He will serve
with a unit of the Tactical Air Command.
Linda Templeton is living in Lubbock and
is employed by the Tech Biology Department
as a greenhouse technician. She previously
lived in Dallas and was employed by SangerHarris.

Susan Claybourn is living in Green-

ville. She is working for the local newspaper as a women's interest writer.
Debra Jo Hill has joined the staff of
Phil Price Advertising, Inc., as a commercial artist. She is living in Lubbock.
John W. Cagle was recently promoted
and transferred within Elanco Products Co.
He is now a sales representative and will be
residing in the Hewitt , Tex., area.
*Holly Beth Howard has completed the
training course at Delta Air Lines' Training
School at Hartsfield Atlanta International
Airport and is now a Delta flight attendant
assigned to the airline's Houston flight
attendant base.

*Holly Howard

The Melting Pot: Ethnic Cuisine in Texas
A new book of approximately 275 recipes which shows that Texas food is varied as its population. Twenty-seven
cultural and ethnic groups settled and developed the Lone Star state and many other ethnic groups have come in
smaller numbers. They brought with them their culinary heritage. Included in the more than 224 pages, there are
good recipes for not only Texas residents making this a good gift for an out of state friend or relative. Order today
and try some of these fine recipes for your family. $9.50

Make checks payable to Texas Tech Specialties, o/o Ex-Students
Association, Box 4009, Lubbock, Texas 79409. Please add $1.50
for handling and postage. Texas residents must add 5°/o sales
tax.
Name __________________

Adqress _____________________

City & State _ _ _ _ __

_________ Zip __________________

_ _ Master Charge or _ _Visa Account No. _ _________
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Bill and Karen (Smith) Dower are living
in Dallas after their marriage December 23.
Bill is employed by Stephens Buick. Karen
teaches in Carrollton-Farmers Branch school
district, and wil1 finish her master's in August
at North Texas State University.
Donald R. Parker is now working in
Houston for First Continental Mortgage Co.
as a manager trainee.
Juliana Baumgardner has joined the
faculty of Stratford High School as home
economics instructor.
Allen D. Howard is employed as a field
engineer with Schlumberger Well Service Co.
and resides in Hobbs, N. M., with his wife,
Patty, and son.

Russ Standefer has been named the new
band director in McCamey. While at Tech, he
was president of the Tech band.
Rick Crowley was named administrative
assistant to the city manager at Burleson.
Mike Williams and Tommy Shields are
both working for Southwestern Life Insurance Co. They are career college agents at
Texas Tech. They were recently awarded the
firm's Pacesetter plaque for superior service
to policyowners during their first three
months with the company.

KEEPIN' IN TOUCH

A Cherished Memento.

Please accept
our apology!
The Ex -Students Association regrets the
omission and/ or misspelling of the following
names in the Century Club/ Loyalty Fund
lists run in the April Texas Techsan, and we
appreciate the errors being brought to our
attention:
Mr. Norman !go-Century Club
Dr. William M. Erwin -Century Club
Mrs. William M. Erwin-Century Club
Mrs. Nancy R. Jefferson-Loyalty Fund

• • A Distinctive Gift.

As a limited edition offering, Campus Creations in cooperation with the Ex-Students Association is proud to
present the Texas Tech University Seal in a replication worthy of its fine heritage. This handsome stein and
elegant wine cup are as suitable for a pedestal as they are practical for a social. Engraved and silverplated
Stein: $12.00 Wine Cup: $10.00
Please send me
stein(s) at $12.00 each and/or
wine cups at $10.00 each. Florida
residents add sales tax. I'm enclosing a check for$
payable to Campus Creations, P.O.
Box 10113, Tallahassee, Florida, 32302 OR Charge to (check one) _BankAmericard _Master Charge

IIIIIIIIIIII III
IIIlI

ORDERED
BY:
____________________________________________________
__
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City
State
Zip _ _ __
~arne

add Interbank Number for Master Charge
Handling Charge: Merchandise Value up to $10.-add $1.00; to $10. to $20.-add $1.75; over $20.-add $2.25.

Mail orders to Campus Creations, P.O. Box 10113, Tallahassee, Florida 32302 or call (904) 386-6327
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Obituaries
Packard

France

Dr. Robert L. Packard, a professor of biology at Tech, died after a lengthy illness. He
was 50. He was the director of Tech's University Center in Junction, where he served
as director of its academic program from
1975 to 1978. He was the recipient of two
awards for excellence in teaching, one from
Mortar Board and the other from the
Amoco Foundation . He published numerous
scientific papers and received grant support
from many sources. A native of Lincoln,
Neb., he moved to Lubbock from Nacogdoches in 1962. Survivors include his wife,
Pat; his parents; and a sister.

Lawrence (Shorty) France, Tech halfback
on the 1930-32 football teams, died February
19, 1979, in Dallas. He was a retired cotton
gin owner residing in Sulphur Springs. After
graduation from Tech, he played professional baseball for several years in the old
Texas League with the Houston, Palestine
and Texarkana teams. He was the brother
of Joe France, class of '49; and the uncle of
Lea France '77, and Janie France '70.

Our blazer
Trent C. Root, Jr.

button is now
a stickpin!

Goodpasture
Maurice Goodpasture '41, was killed in an
automobile accident in Leesburg, Va. He
was 60. He was commissioned in the U.S.
Marine Corps in 1941 and earned a law
degree from George Washington University
in 1948. He retired from the Marine Corps
as lieutenant colonel in 1961. While serving
in the Marine Corps he was decorated with
a Bronze Star, a Presidential Unit Citation
and Navy Commendation Medal. He served
during the Korean War and had been an
attorney in private practice since retiring
from the Marine Corps. Survivors include
his wife, the former Dapheene Hutchins; two
sons; and a daughter.

John E. Vickers, 65, died in Lubbock after
an illness. He was a long-time Lubbock
attorney and member of the law firm of
Vickers, Purdom and Nelson. He was a
member of .the State Bar and the Lubbock
County Bar Associations and the Texas
Association of Defense Counsel. He was a
member of the class of '33 at Tech and graduated from the University of Texas law
school. He was admitted to the bar in 1937.
Survivors include his wife and two sons.

Morton

Root
Trent C . Root Jr., 52, of Dallas and vice
president of Texas Utilities Commission,
recently passed away. The Dallas native was
elected president of the Texas Tech Exetudents Association in 1971 and served as
second vice president in 1969. He was a
community leader and worked with such
civic organizations as the Rotary Club, Boy
Scouts of America, Chambers of Commerce, the American Red Cross, Baseball
League, Hospital Authority, United Fund
and Home Builders Association. He was a
member of the class of '49. Survivors include
his wife, Sue; two sons, Trent C. III and
James David, both of Irving; a daughter,
Susan Merritt of Tahoka; his mother, Mrs.
Trent C . Root of Dallas; a sister, Pat Carnell
of Irving; and a granddaughter.

Vickers

$5.95

I

I

Elegant
yellow gold pin
with black~ red
Tech s·eal.

M. David Morton Jr., one of the architects
for the new Dallas City Hall, died March 8,
1979, of a heart attack. He was a member of
the class of '50. He was an architect with the
firm of Harper, Kemp, Clutts, and Parker for
25 years. He spent four years on the City
Hall project ,joining some 30 architects
headed by I. M. Pei of New York. Mr. Morton organized and directed the choir at the
Churchill Way Presbyterian Church and was
an elder. Survivors include his wife, Marjorie; and, a son, Jack.

F
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We've got
what you want.

Mail to:
Texas Tech Specialties
c/o The Ex-Students Association
P.O. Box 4009
Lubbock. Texas 79409

Please send me
blazer
button stickpin(s). I enclose
$ _ _ _ _($5.95 each plus
$1 postage and handling.
Texas residents add 5% tax).

Texas Tech Specialt.ies
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Edi'for's No'febook
JUNE always makes me think of my childhood and those first few hot days of summer when school had ended and

...

-

three months of leisure spread itself like a fat, lazy cat ahead.
My early summers were spent with my grandparents in a huge old two-story former farmhouse, complete with
those musty-smelling nooks and crevices, cellar and attic that attract the attentions of inquisitive children. In this
house, the cellar was my "special" pl·a ce. It was full of "secret" places I explored, such as the coal pile and cinder bin
(much to my grandmother's horror , I'm sure!); a cubby hole behind the steep, creaky, old wooden steps that always
seemed to be covered over in dust and spider webs; and an outdoor-opening stairwell that was covered outside with
two sloping wooden doors.
But my favorite place to while away the long, sultry afternoons was in a rope swing hung from the huge 100-yearold shade tree in Grandpa's front yard .
Under the swing, the thick, mossy grass was soon worn away each June where small bare feet drug to stop the
swing, and dirty toes drew patterns in the cold di~t when the swing and I were at rest. It was truly a best friend in
those young years .
I've always felt it a shame that my own child never knew the pleasure and solitary happiness that comes with a
big, old tree swing. But trees-especially the size of Grandpa's- are few and far between here in the West . And for
that matter, heavy rope these days costs enough to feed a family of four for a week, it seems!
My child is a boy anyway. For him, the old "cliche picture" of a little country boy lying on a creek bank fishing
instead of going to school holds much more appeal than my verbal paintings of the tree swing.
Last weekend, I had to, once again, listen to Mike wish that he could go fishing like he used to in Alabama with
best friends David and Ronald and listen with wide eyes at the escapades of my friend, Betty, as she retold the
adventures she had each free weekend fishing at Gulf Shores.
It was then I decided what my Editor's Notebook picture would be this month. Our friend and photographer,
Darrel, would help me make Mike 's wish come true-we'd put him in one of those old-timey calendar pictures.
When I told Mike of my idea, he was all for it, but added, "When the pictures are through, I'm not going to stop
fishing." (I knew he wouldn't!)
The charms of "the good old days " aren't just memories blown out of proportion and romanticiied. Modern times
and lifestyles are great , of course, but having the opportunity to return to the past, even one you aren't really
familiar with except through pictures or stories, is a dream not realized very often for most of us .
Recently , an event occurred which offered a group of people the opportunity to, in a way, relive the past and
realize a dream. Forty members of the Tech Class of 1929 returned to the University for a reunion sponsored by the
Ex-Students Association. It brought friends together, for many of them the first time in 50 years. It was a very
rewarding experience, emotionally, for all of us who participated .
Take some time this summer to build some memories - you'll be surprised how much it will mean to you and all
those involved.

Marsha
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~RED

RAIDER
GIFT
SHOP

DOMINOES
Extra thick jumbo size red
dominoes feature gold lettering and a marble-like texture.
Makes winning or losing fun.
$11 .25

TRAVEL BAG
Heavy-duty, crack resistant
vinyl garmet bag. Texas Tech
red trimmed in b-lack makes a
great travel companion . Holds
2-3 suits or dresses. $3.00

BASEBALL CAP
Polyester double knit and
mesh with Double "T" . A great
gift item for the Red Raider
supporter. One adjustable size
fits all. $4.50

CHILDREN'S T·SHIRT
White, 1 OOo/o cotton trimmed
in red with the red and black
Double " T." In sizes XS (2-4) ,
S (6-8) and M (1 0-12): $3.25.

GOLF SHIRT SALE
Powder Blue w/embroidered
Double liT" in Red and Black:
$6.50!! Polyester and cotton .
Sizes S, M, L, and XL.

'
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Quantity

Item No.

0

U n it
Price

Total
Price

Add $2.00 handling

Make checks
payable to Texas
Tech Specialties..
or char~e to:
check
one

Color &
Siz e

Item

Name

$2.00

TX res.
add 5 r;, tax

Street

0

City

Z ip

State

TOTAL

If shipment desired to other than above, pl ease attach instruction s
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J

I I

J

I I

Mai l pay me nt a nd orde r to:
J

J

L...--~--L( ~~-~ Add Interba n k Number for Master Charge .

T exas Tech Specialties, Inc.
Box 4009, Lubbock, TX 79409

SCO

·DICkey

BUICK AND OPEL
1917 TEXAS. 747-3281

