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PREFACE 

The choice of an art school for this thesis is not 

a result of the apparent need for such facilities in this 

neglected field--however true--but from the character of 

the site chosen and what it dictated. The site came first, 

then the choice of an establishment appropriate to its needs. 

I would like to acknowledge the aid I received in 

this program from my advisor , Mr. Harley; The Sausalito 

Chamber of Commerce--Planning Commission; and the directors 

of the colleges listed in the Bibliography. 
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AN ART SCHOOL 

FOR 

SAUSALITO, CALIFORNIA 



CHAPTER I 

HISTORY 

Art is an essential and fundamental human activity 

in all times and in all cultures; it is in no way separate 

from 'life but lies at the very root of life. The artist has 

always been in the forefront among the leaders in all times. 

He has always been a "maker, a "shaper" and a "mover", and 

has had a sensitive concern for quality and excellence and 
1 

the essence of meaning in everything around him. 

There is considerable reason to believe that human energy 
now needs most to be applied in ways that are essentially 
artistic, in which experience is imaginatively transformed 
to achieve new insights. Certainly no narrowly conceived 
procedure can bring the advances of technology into line 
with human values. The new synthesis, whatever it may be, 
will be more artistic than technological.2 · 

The Ecole des Beaux Arts, the first of many typical 

art academies, was founded in 1671 by Jean Baptiste Colbery. 

Its purpose was to give instruction in painting, sculpture, 

11965-1967 Bulletin: Philadelphia College of Art, 
Falcon Press, Philadelphia, Penn. 

2culler, George D., President Philadelphia College 
of Art from Bulletin. 
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drawing, architecture, and engraving. Prior to the estab-

lishment of such schools, the artist worked and was trained 

on an individual basis. The student who sought to become an 

artist learned by assisting an older artist as an apprentice. 

In England, most of these early attempts at art 

schools failed because of a lack of outside stimulus. Former 

students would become teachers in the schools they had grad-

3 uated from and teach exactly as they were. The methodology 

was standard; emphasis was placed on cast-drawing, modeling, 

life classes, and copying of old master painting and Greek 

freizes. Both in Europe and the United States, the curricu-

lum followed a master centered plan, in which all activities 

and objectives revolved around an individual and his philoso-

phy, rather than a broad program of study. All of these 

characteristics had little to do with the demands of an ex

panding technological age and society.4 

From 1900 to 1935 higher .art and architectural edu-

cation was almost entirely under the instruction of professors 

3 
Encyclopedia Brittanica, Vol. 2, Encyclopedia 

Brittanica Inc. , 1962. 

4Bulletin: History and Purposes: Pratt Institute, 
Pratt Institute Press, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1965. p.6. 
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who graduated from the Ecole des Beaux Arts, where Classic 

theory was of course predominant. Starting about 1935, this 

system was replaced gradually by the German influence.5 

In the 1920's, in Germany, the now famous "Bauhaus" 

group of architects, painters, designers, and technologists 

began their experiment--a unified approach to art and society. 

It was founded in 1919 by Walter Gropius. It was largely 

responsible for revolutionizing the teaching of painting, 

sculpture, the industrial arts, and architecture in the 

western world. After 1933, some of the dispersed faculty went 

to the United States. Their ideas (Gropius at Harvard, 

Mies VanDer Rohe at Illinois Institute of Technology) , 

spread through the United States. 

The Bauhaus trained students in the fields of the 

artist and the technical craftsman simultaneously--an inno

vation in education.6 

The Arts have received but scant attention in 

higher education on the whole. They have been considered a 

5Encyclopedia Brittanica, p. 235 . 

6Encyclopedia Brittanica, Vol. 3, Encyclopedia 
Brittanica Inc., 1962, p. 371. 



graceful but unnecessary embellishment to an education-

never essential. 

4 

In 1887, Charles Pratt was ridiculed for establishing 

the Pratt Institute to "Afford such instruction as shall best 

enable men and women to earn their own living by applied 

knowledge and the skillful use of their hands in the various 

industries." The first class ever held at this institution 

was an art class. It now has 1700 part and full time art 

students attending. 

The tendencies in recent art schools have been toward 

professionalism, making the curriculum useless to general 

students in other fields and to the part time student . 7 

The proposed art school will stem directly from the 

site--to be described--and indirectly from the total art 

school picture. It will fill the void classification of the 

art school convenient to a community rather than imposing 

restrictions making community participation difficult. 

]Bulletin: Pratt Institute. 



CHAPTER II 

THE SITE 

Sausalito. 

Sausalito is located on the inside slopes of a 

peninsula reaching towards San Francisco from the north. 

Its six thousand residents are primarily artists, architects, 

and persons dealing in the arts. Most of them work in 

San Francisco. 

"Over the past 100 years Sausalito has acquired 

some of the west's most quaint victorian facades--clinging 

to its crazy slopes."8 

The area is rural and antique in character with most 

new homes designed and built by archite·cts in a contemporary 

and quality fashion. 

The center of the town, on the bay, contains many 

antique, novelty, art, and specialty shops throughout the 

business area. It has two production theaters and a cinema. 

8Bulletin, Sausalito Chamber of Commerce, Sausalito, 
California, 1965. 
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The city holds an annual art festival and many residents 

offer art classes in their homes. 

Sausalito is eight miles from downtown San Francisco 

via the Golden Gate Bridge. It is twelve miles from the 

Marin County civic center designed by the late 

Frank Lloyd Wright. The elevation varies from sea level to 

several hundred feet. The population is 6150. 

The climate is generally mild due to the proximity 

of Pacific air preventing extreme heat or cold. Abnormally 

warm or cold periods are unusual and last only a few days. 

9 
Evening fog is common in the summer. 

Month 
July 

January 

Temperature Data 

Average 
64 
56 

Maximum 
80 
65 

Minimum 
54 
45 

In a community such as this, it could be expected 

that the people would be active in the school staff and in 

the student enrollment. Both the cultural and physical eli-

mates would reinforce pleasant academic activities. 

The city is now engaged in projects such as the 

widening of the main oceanside avenue, Broadway, and the 

9Bulletin. 
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rebuilding of a faulty seawall through its .ow funds 10 and 

could conceivably finance such a . project as the proposed art 

school. 

The School Site - -
The actual site is South of the city. It is on a 

steep slope dropping about one hundred feet over the building 

site. The upper site is -accessible from the Redwood Highway 

and the lower is accessible from the bay road. A ridge--

"Wolfback Ridge"--moves from over the top of the site,_ over 

the Redwood Highway, to the sea. The ground is covered with 

low, scrubby bushes and tall grass. According to the 

Planning Commission of Sausalito, "Any building built on 

the site would have a most commanding view of San Francisco 

Bay, San Francisco itself, and the East Bay area (Oakland, 

Alameda, Berkeley, etc.), as well as the islands in the bay 

itself." 

10 
Sausalito Planning Commission, Mirian B. Ansell, 

Secretary, a letter, March 15, 1966. 



The Client 

CHAPTER III 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

The city of Sausalito, through the city council, 

would be petitioned by individuals interested in estab

lishing an art school. The Board o~ Directors of the school 

would include: 

1. A representative of the Chamber of Commerce. 

2. A representative of San Francisco Chamber of 

Commerce or Marin County if _funds are obtained 

from ei~her of these sources. 

3. A representative of the original group inter• 

ested in the school. 

4. A representative of the final school staff. 

5. A chairman who will work directly with the 

architect . 

This school would be formed because the citizens of 

Sausalito were in favor of it--ca~rying their requests to the 

government of the city. 

8 
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Objectives 

The city will establish an art school offering 

degrees in fine arts with majors. in: 

1. Sculpture & Ceramics 
.. 

2. Painting 

3. Printmaking 

4. Photography 

5. Design 

The program of _ cou~ses--compiled from the several 

art schools researched and considered the most desirable for 

this school--will be as follows: 

Classes common !Q_ all .. major.s 
. . 

Humanities I 
Humanities II 
Humanities III 
Humanities IV 
English 
Art History. 
Drawing & Painting I 
Drawing ~ Painting ~I 
Sculpture ·! 
Printing 
Drawing & Sculpture 

Design Majors Only 

Design I 
Design II 
Design III 
Design IV 
Workshop 



Basic Photography 
Lettering 
Type 
Advertising I 
Advertising II 

Painting Majors only 

Color and Materials 
Drawing and Painting III 
Drawing and Painting IV 
Materials & Techniques 

Sculpture and Ceramics Majors only 

Drawing & Sculpture I 
Drawing & Sculpture II 
Drawing & Sculpture III 
Drawing & Ceramics I 
Drawing & Ceramics II 
Drawing ·& Ceramics III 

Printing Majors only 

Printing II 
Printing III 
History of Printing 

Photography Majors only 

Photo Lecture I 
Theory 
Aesthetics 
Camera 
Visual .I 
Visual II 
Research 
Individual Projects 
Photo Lecture II 
Photo Lecture III 

10 
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Space Analysis 

Lecture spaces (5) · Seating a maximum of 40 students 
(two lab ·groups). Lecture space 
with.bulletin and blackboards; 

··slide screen and projector · and 
mounting. Adjacent storage for 
visual equipment. Outside light 
will be provided. 

Drawing and . 
·Painting lab (3) 

Color and 
Materials lab (1) 

Printing labs (3) 

_Sculpture and 
· Ceramics lab (3) 

Design, Workshop 
and Littering 
lab (1) 

1600 square feet; 20 students; 
equipment and canvas storage; 
sink; modeling stand; dressing 
room; outside light. 

1600 square feet; 20 students; 
individual desks; storage and 
sink. 

Etching press; heater; 20 stu
dents; ink slab; print paper 
storage; glass for color and 
ink making; acid storage and 
trays. Two sinks and a clean
ing table . Plate and stone 
storage; litho press; 75 square 
feet per student; outside light. 

1600 square feet; 25 students; 
3 potters wheels; two kilns; 
pottery storage; sculpture stor
age; two sinks; tool storage. 
Outside light; lockers; acetylene 
torches. 

1600 square feet; 25 students; 
storage; sink; typesetting and 
bookbinding tables; outside 
light. 
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·nesign .lab ·(3) 1600 square feet; 25 students; 
desks with storage; sink; stor
age room. Outside light. 

Co lor = l.~b . (1} · 4 enlargers; process area . 2 
film rooms; dryer; washer; 
chemical mix area; inspection 
area; sink. 

Film Develop-
ing Rooms (14} 

Advanced Stu
dent Printing {1) 

Work room 

Sink and counter . 

8 enlarger stalls, process 
area; storage, sink; washer; 
dryer; small chemical mix and 
storage area. 

negative viewer; trim tables, 
mounting tables; tackboard. 

The facilities needed, acco~ding to those from 

several mentioned -" schools, in addition to the instruction 

spaces will be: 

. Administration Offices: 

Director 

Director of Admin
istration 

. 
Dean of Students 

Director of Evening 
School 

Executive suite--two secretaries . 

One office and one secretary 
office . 

One office and two secretaries 
office. 

One office and one secretary 
office. 



Building and Grounds 
Supervisor 

Conference Room 
Health Service 

Department Head 
Offices 

Instructors Offiqes 

Library 

Cafeteria 

Permanent G~llery 

Student Lo':lnge · 

Exhibition Space 

Auditorium 

Parking 

College Store 

13 

One office and one large staff 
·office. 

Waiting room; two . large examina
tio~ rooms with adjacent rest 
areas; rest room. 

Each with one office and one 
secretary office. 

Each with one desk, storage, and 
outside light. 

Seating for 150 with outside 
eating area of same capacity; 
adjacent display areas for 
paintings, prints, sculpture, 
·ceramics; waiting room and rest 
rooms adjacent; snack bar; game 
tables; lounge area; o·uts ide 
patio area adjacent; rest rooms 
adjacent to lounge; provisions 
for exhibition of all student 
projects. 

Seating for 400 

Cars--200+ 

Offices and sales area for 
books and art and office supplies. 

The enrollment will be limited at present to 400 

students. An active night school will allow increased 

participation by Sausalito residents. The size will insure 

a small school where the instructor knows his student. 
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General, s.~tJ..dies , such as . languages , his tqry ·, and 

science will ~·e·' offered by the Univ~rsity of San Francisco 

and all credit will be trapsferred directly for the student 

seeking a degree. 

Mechanical 

The si~·e requires :a separate water supply. Air 

conditioning· is· not needed because .of_ the mild climate. The 

small amount of temperature difference would not tax minimum 

heating equipment. Special considerations should be given 

the large amount ofplumbing vent stacks throughout the 

school. 



CHAPTER IV 

PRO PO SED SCHOOL 

The site--both in its steep slope and the city 
· . . 

adjacent~ of sm~ll Victorian ,and modern .houses and buildings 

moving down. its slopes dictate a structure of similar scale. 

A large · mass of a .building~..:of monolithic concept--would be 
.. 

out of place not only _in Sausalito~ but in the whole 

San Franc~sco Bay region. 

Informality is a common element in both Sausalito 

and the Bay area. Static, ,·formal architecture is hardly to 

be found as it is in conflict with both the way of life and 

terrain of the ·area. 

The view from .the site in every direction is vast as 

well as interesting,- and should be one of the most important 

considerations in the des.ign. The need for natural light in 

a school of this type and the view dictate a design with large 

glass areas. The climate allows first of all open classrooms 

without air conditioning. A full use of exterior spaces is 

15 
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possible. Exterior c.irculation would be welcome almost any 

- time of the year; excepting rainy days for which provisions 

should be made • -

The building will be arranged wedding-cake fashion 

over the site, ·conforming to the land contour. It will 

cover and Wrap ·. around the hill to include all available 

views ;from the ridge. 

The access ·will be from the Redwood Highway providing 

quick qommu_ting fo~ _ the s_tud.ents from San Francisco. The 

lower-· ·road ·Will be from the ·city of Sausalito via the newest 
' . . ..... : .. :. 

roads climbing the slopes ·toward the site. 

Circulation __ through the school will be: (1) stair, 

(2) ~scalator, ' (3) elevator,- and (4) interior and exterior 

hallways._- The student may move about the school using . 

exterior routes or interior routes exclusively, or a combina-

tion of ~it_her. The interior · hallway ·is brqken with an 

occasional view and exit to the outdoor terraces. Service 

by truck Will be directly to the kitchen and adjacent to the 

elevator for delivery ~0 any floor. 

All student spaces will have outside light and 

direct access to exterior terraces. The sloping glass in 
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eacJ:l .. room will serve as skylights· for closed rooms and will · 

add fo the openness of the res.t. 

The auditorium will be primarily for lectures, 

slides, and films, but will function adequately for ·small 

productions. 

The parking will. be reserved and will allow a · stu

dent to .park and ~lk _ to class with protection from bad 

weather. 

The heating .will be a hot water circulating system 

with locally, located fan coils throughout the building. The 

boiler will be lbcated at t-he center of. the school at the 

fourth level for access from the service drive. The water 

. system. 'will be U:s~d since __ tl)er·e are no extreme heat or cold 

requirements. ·'the pipes· will take up only minimum space and 

can 'be bur·ied under the building following the excavation. 

The construction will. be poured in place concrete. 

White Portland ~e~ent will .. be used in_ exposed areas as a 

finish. ·concrete is . a logical choice ·for a construction 

where large vicinitie~ of· _the building are in direct contact 

with the · ex.cavation as · floor. slabs and retaining walls. It 

is also logical to make the rest of the building of the same 

material. 



CHAPTER v · 

CONCLUSION 

The_ resulting schqol is, in final form, an attempt 

to satisfy the . following requirements: first of all to 

function as an institution of art education with an environ

ment not only con~ucive to but stimulating toward such 

activit.ies; secondly, to function both administratively and 

physically with t -he Sausalito community, the school founders; 

finally, to be architecturally a positive addition to the 

site on Which it _ is .located and :compfementary to the surround

ing communities. 
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