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"If 1vrinkles must be 1-a'i tten upon our brows, let them 

not be written upon the heart. The spirit should not 

grow old.n 

James A. Garfield 



PREFACE 

It is the basic purpose. of this thesis to study 

the housing requirements for elderly persons and 

attempt to create the best possible environment 

both physical and spiritual. 

To aid in accomplishing this objective a survey 

was conceived by the writer, and conducted in San 

Antonio ldth the assistance of the San Antonio Housing 

Authority and the San Antonio Retired Teachers Association. 

In the ensuing years there will be a substantial 

increase in the number of elderly citizens. As the 

number of elderly gro1-rs from 15 million to an estimated 

21 million by 1975; the problem· •. ~;dll be to help the , 

aged stay active, healthy, capable, and interested in 

life, and to spare them from strictly custodial insti
l 

tutions. 

To satisfy these needs in planning a difficult task 

avmits the architect. It is generally agreed on the 

results to be aimed at, but the difficulty arises in 

coping with problem.s that defeat the elderly prematurely. 

These problems deal with the types of services to be 

offered and range from. type of medical care, encourage

ment of social life, hobbies, shopping help, house

keeping help, and a multitude of others in which there 

-----------------~------~------------------------------
1 
Jacobs, ifane, "Housin~ ·f. or the Independent Agedn, 
Architectural Forum, {August, 1958), p. 86 

v 



1 
has been scant experimentation and investigation. 

Thus, a final distinction must be made between 

essential needs and demoralizing overprotection in 

order to insure self-sufficiency and independence of a 

continuing nature. Therefore, if proper housing can be 

provided in a proper environ.ment; the result might well 

serve as "the revitalizing catalyst for many of the 
2 

nation' s elderly." 

1 
Ihi·d,. :p.. , 9:1. 

2 
Kira, Alexander, "Sociological and Psychological 
Aspects", Housing Requirements of the Aged, 
(NeTI York, 1960), p. 9 

vi 



CHAPTER I 

'INTRODUCTION 

Definition 

A housing project for elderly citizens is a facility 

which is planned with speqial consideration given to the 

freedom and self-esteem of 'its occupants. It must provide 

a home of one's ovm, which is both a symbol and an essen

tial ingredient of indep~nd.e:ric.e. Special care should also 

be provided for safety, a convenient location, and oper

ation in conjunction with other community services. 

Historical Background 

"Older people, before the industrial revolution, 

experienced their main ·satisfaction in life through 
1 

their membership in the extended family.n It provided 

. security, response, and identity. Acting in the capacity 

of advisor and assistant to their adult children, they 

performed a vital function. 

But due to changing social and economic conditions 

in the last 100 years, the role and status of the elderly 

parent has been altered; and the autonomous nuclear family 
2 

seems destined to be the family of the future. 

Historically, elderly persons of a destitute nature 

1·rere at first housed in almshouses. "The almshouse may 

---- -· .. --- -·------------- ... L~ -- ...... ~ -- .... --- ... -------- -·---- ----------
1 
Burgess, Ernest VT., "Family Structure and Relationships", 
Aging in Western Societies,_ (Chicago, Ill. 1960), p. 271 · 

2 
Ibid, p. 271 . 

-1- -· 
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be defined as an institution, supported or controlled 

by to1m, municipal, county, or state authorities and 

used for the shelter of persons without means of self 

support, and who have no relatives who are willing or 
1 

legally bound to aid them." With such latitudes, these 

institutions encompassed many other groups other than 

the aged. Under these circumstances it was not unusual 

to \rfi tness the addition of more sufficient means of 

caring for the aged. 

The movement originated with the addition of what 

were knoT.ro. as "poor-farms" and "county homes" and 

w·ere generally sponsored by church and philanthropic 
2 

organizations. 

In opposition the so-called 111trel1-aged" entered 

private homes established by religious, fraternal, or 
3 

charitable groups. 

The first fraternal organization which attempted 

to meet the needs of its elderly members was the Loyal 

Order of the Moose, which established a retirement 

1 

2 

3 

Curtis, Henry ·s., "Almshouses, Poorhouses, or 
Infirmaries", Planning The Older Years, (Ann Arbor, 1950), 
p •. 79 

~·Tenzlick, Roy, "Efforts to Provide Housing for the Agedrr, 
Housing for the Aged, (Saint Louis, 1962), p. 7 

Curtis, op. cit., p. 48 
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1 
community in Orange Park, Florida· in 1922. The facilities 

offered were quite extensive and its success inspired 

other organizations to follow in its footsteps. 

During the next period in which mobilization for 

war was paramount, housing facilities for the elderly 

came to a complete standstill. 

The consensus of opinion at the end of the war, as 

voiced by the Monthly Labor Review was that: 11 Institutional 

care for the able-bodied aged ••• is now generally re-

garded as obsolete, and existing facilities in many 
2 

localities are more than adequate by current standards." 

However, with the . termination of the war the sit

uation reversed itself; when returning vetel)ns entered 

the labor force, and most of the elderly left it. The 

result was a serious housing shortage, rapid construct-
3 

ion, and housing of a questionable quality. 

11Recognition of the shortage of housing available 

to older persons led first to several state programs 

of special public housing for the elderly in 1942, and 

Massachusetts enacted a program C?f state aid to munic-

------------------------------~-------------------------
1 . 
Coffin, Tris, "Retirement Housing Offers New 1-1arket 11

, 

Nation 1 s Business, (TY1ay, 1956), p. 15 . 
2 . 

3 

u.s. Bureau of Labor Statistics, · "Care of Aged in Old 
l?eople ,•s Homes," Monthly Labor Review, (1-iarch, 1945), p. 4 

Wenzlick, op. ' cit., p. 9 
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~pally sponsored housing for t~e aged in 1959. Action 

on the national level took place in 1956 in the form 

of several pertinent amendme:p.ts to the United States 

Housing . Act of 1937. Grranting of loans to the elderly 

under the FHA program was liberalized by permitting the 

signature of a third party. As · a result, the private 
1 

house market 1.·ras made more accessible to the elderly." 

In recent years there has been more experimentation 

and investigation conducted with regard to community 

relationship and integration with younger families. 

"One version of this problem came up in Orange 

Gardens, an excellent retirement village of 140 homes 

developed by ·Dr. George E. Beauchamp, a retired official 

of the Veterans Administration, as his own .retirement 

project. The development is w1. thin the tovm of Kissimmee, 

Florida, and a suprising number of young families there 

wanted to buy Dr. Beauchamp's houses for the elderly. 

Deciding that the mixture w·ould be an asset to the 

social atmosphere, Dr. Beauchamp nevertheless managed 

some separation. Families with children (about 25 .per 

cent of the total) occupy certain s~reets, families 1-ri th-
2 

out children are on others. This has worked very well. 11
· 

---------------------~---- - ----- --- - ----------- - --------
1 

2 

''Public Housing for the Elderly", Progressive Architecture 
(lvlarch, 1961), p. 145 

Jacobs, op. cit., p. 86 
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The most recent outstanding example has been Victoria 

Plaza, a project initiated by the San Antonio Housing 

Authority. It includes living facilities and a Senior 

Center on the first floor, which offers a multitude of 
1 

services that are provided by the community. 

1 
Loring, ~villi am C., "Housing for the Elderly", 
Architectural Forum, (May, 1961), p. 109 



CHAPTER II 

NEEDS OF THE AGED 

Economic Aspects 

"One of the most basic problems facing the nation's 
1 

aged population is its generally poor economic position." 

Approximately 80 per cent have retired from active 

occupation and are receiving assistance from social 

security, pensions, old age assistance, insurance an-

nuities, etc. The 1951 Census indicated that the majority 

of elderly had a median income of less than $2,000 a 
2 

year. Therefore, it is quite obvious that this sit-

uation places a severe limitation on the quality of the 

housing accommodations. 

It is granted that money is not everything in life, 

but an adequate income must be maintained in order to 

provide the necessities of life and most of all freedom 

of choice. "Our number one problem is to arrive at lfha t 

-vre as a nation believe v-re have a responsibility to provide 

for older people-a standard of living belo~rr which we are 
3 

not willing to see anyone fall." 

1 
Kira, op. cit., p. 2 

2 

3 

Loring, William c., "A New Housing Market: The Old", 
Architectural Forum, (December, 1960), p. 111 

Jacks, Hargaret, "Special Problems Related to Aging", 
Aginy in a Changing Societu, (Gainesville, Florida, 
1962 , p. 96 

-6-
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In recent years the federal government has initiated 

a variety of programs at state and federal levels, keyed 

primarily to the economic problems of the aged. The 

three aspects of the government program are as follows: 

1. Aids to facilitate the purchase of housing by 

the elderly. 

2. Aids to fac~litate the financing of rental projects 

.designed speci~ically for the elderly. 

3. Amendment to make low-rent housing available to 
1 

older persons •. 

Sociological and Psychological Aspects 

"Psychiatrists· tell us that there are four conditions 

which must be met if 1-re are to have any chance of leading 

a happy ·life. They are: physical security, emotional 

security, social recognition, and adventure. The designs 

of new buildings in the years ahead must provide for 

physical mean:s of encouraging the development of these 
2 

four elements of life." · 

From the previous statements it is evident that the 

primary goal of the architect is to aid in giving purpose 

to life beyond retirement age. To satisfy these needs 

is a difficult assignment, and it obviously means more 

1 
Kira, op. cit. p. 4-5 

2 
Kassabaum, George E., "Notes in Passingn, Arts and 
Architecture, (September, 1961), p. 9 
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than simply providing _adequate food and shelter. It 

means f -inding ways whereby the elderly can make useful 

contributions to society; since . life without~ usefulness 
1 

is unworthy of attainment. 

"Industry or:' community might help workers plan 

something to retire
1 

to. It might be a part-time job or · 
2 . 

lighter work." 

However, these contributions ne~d not be in material 

goods; but could also be in services for themselves and 

the community .• Indeed, simply being able to assert their 

independence as an individual, capable :. of fending· for ·· 

themselves, is anadded contribution in itself. 

Physiological Aspects ·· 

The fundamental cause of many of the problems or·. 

· the elderly li~s in .the steaQ.ily advancing deterioration 

of their mental and physic-al abilities. Even though the 

aged are not a uniform homogeneous group; there are 

certain things that do occur that· can be recognized as 

an established guide or standard: 

1. A dwindling in the _field of vision so that what 

is seen is that which is immediately in front 

of the eyes 

-----~T----~~--~~-~-----~~-----~-------------------------
1 
curtis, op. cit., p. 10-11 

2 
Ogg, Elizabeth, "Retirement to What? 11

, \fuen Parents 
Gro'ttt Old, (June, 1954), p. 24 
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2. A rise in the sensitivity to heat and cold 

3. A decreased sensitivity to high-pitched sounds 

4. A diminution in the sense of smell 

5. An addition in tremor and slower reaction to a 

stumble or fall · 

"This general decline in sensory acuity produces 

strain and tension on the part: of the occupant with its 

inevitable effect on the physical, · emotional, mental and 

spiritual happiness. Itt-should be the aim of the designer 

to help compens.ate for ·-these factors in the spaces that he:: 
1 ' 

is·· asked to create for- the older person." 

~----~----------~-~----------------~--------~-----------
1 
Kasaabaum, George E., uHousing · for · the Elderly", A. I .A• . 
Journal, (Septemb·er, 1962), p. 61 



CHAPTER III 

SURVEY 

Findings and Interpretat·ions 

The following informat1ion was compiled through 120 

questionnaires distributed through the San Antonio 

Housing Authority and the Sa.nA.ntonio R-etiredTeachers 

Association • . 

From ad~1t1onal co-m~ents asked for, the following 

ideas were expressed: 

1. A desi~e. for religio.us service~ in olose proximi~y 

to the ·· residential units 

2. Privacy . in reg~rd to neighbors and. footl, traffic 

from therest of the community 

3. An exclusion or :,means of controlling children 

in order to avoid darriag+ng th'e landscaping 

-lO-



The following survey is being conducted by Richerd R. Tangum in 
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degr.ee of Bachelor 
of Architecture in the Department of Architecture and Allied Arts 
Texas Technological College. Your cooperation in answering the 
following questionnaire concerning housing requirements for Senior 
Citizens will be sincerely appreciated. 

2. Now, how about the neighborhcod? Would you like to live: 
.5)~ Near the downtown area 
lQi · On the edge of the eity 
~-- In between the edge and downtown area 

3. Would you prefer to live in a housing project w1.th: 
~ Younger famili~s with children 
~ Orlly people o£ your own age 

4. What would you think of having a childrens playground nearby? 
..2.2L Desirable 
~ No p~eference 
22!_. Objectionable 

5. Would you teil me triho is living in the household with you at 
l?resent? 
~ Living alon~ 
~ Husband and wife 
l3crh Sharing apartment with roommate 
1 3~ Parent living with children 

6. Sex 

7. 

14% Male 
86$.._. F@male 

~c.w I would like to ask you some questions about the type of 
residence you would want. 

size of apartment or cottage wocld you need? 
1 Bedroom 
2 Bedroom 
Furnished room 



8. What is the size of your present home? 
55g 1 Bedroom 
26 ,.a 2 Bedroom 
~ 3 Bedroom 
I: Other 

P. Would you like to live in: 
Elevator apartm.ent 
Individual cottage 
Walk-up apartments 

10. Would you like a cafeteria to be conveniently located where 
i;jlcov!:

8
pvrchase meals instead of cooking2 

No preference 

11. Would you want maid service for changing linens and general 
cleaning? 
29~ Yes 
49%. No 
22% No preference 

12. If there was a medical center close to your house especially for 
older people, would you go there for advise on your health problems? 
6?~ Yes 

~N:0preference 
13. What do you do for a living now? 

19~ Employed 
§Qi Retired 
12$ Housewife 

14. Which of the following activities do you do fairly regularly now? 
102 Reading 
10'3 Listening to radio/tY 

51 Work on hobbies 
2 Just sit and think about things 

--~~1~ Write letters 
---~- Go to park 19 · Spend time at library 

lQ Go to movies 
64 Take rides or walks 
88 Visit with friends 
~8.. Attend classes at school/center 

62. Engage in religious activities . 
4.J . Play cards 
6;a· Go shopping 
3 Go to bar for a couple of drinks 

40· Women: sew, knit, crochet 
19 Others 



15. If you had a choice of joining a social club made ~p of people 
mostly your own age, would you prefet to join? 
5S:k Ye~ 
18%. No 
27% No preference 

16. Would you want areas provided for guests that would spend 
the weekend? 
46%. Yes 
29% No 
25%. No preference 

17. Would you want to retain some of your own furniture if you 
moved into a new residence? 
92%- Yes 

3·5$No 
4. 5% No preference 

Thank you for answering the previous questions. I would also appreciate 
any additional comments you would like to make. 



REQUIR~1ENTS OF A HOUSING PROJECT~ 

FOR . THE ELDERLY 

Primary Considerations 

Location The survey definately established San 

Antonio as a suitable location, since 94% feltt that 

San Antonio is good to live in. · 

The· question arises whether older people: should 

be segregated from younger or mixed with all age groups. 

Wor:-r:lng class people have a definite dependence on 

immediate neighbors for friendship and activities; 

therefore, the closer they are in all areas, including 

age, the more successful will .. be .. ,~ t.he.l.liiri.:p.g pattern. 

There '\'Till be a high level of mutual aid in segregated 

living; the survey showed 84.5% wanted segregated living,) 

this percentage rising with increased age or illness. 

Older people in mixed neighbor..hoods tend to become 

defensive; friendships are harder to make . and. friend-

ships generally do not cross the age barrier. Status 
1 

in living arrangement, however, _ is very important. 

Site With respect to the selection of an actual 

site itself, there are a number of detailed cons:iderations 

1 
Mathiasen, Geneva, "Location and Bullding Site", 
Planning Homes for the- Aged, (New York, 1959), p. 12-20 
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which · must be taken into account ·: 

1 

1. The topography should be as nearly level as 

possible to minimize the need for steep walks, 

ramps, or: stairs. 

2. The site should not be completely l:lounded on 

all sides by major traffic arteries. It·. should 

be possible for the · aged tb leave the ~ site and 

go __ shopping on.· to the park, etc., \vi thout ha vine; . 
to cross a major streetr or a major-intersection 

each time. 

3. Essent1.al commercial facilities should: be close 

at hand and easily accessible- supermarkets, 

cleaners, laundries, shoe repair~-- shops, drug 

stores, etc. 

4. Basic community facilities such as churches, 

libraries, health- services, . recreation facilities, . 
1 

etc., should be close at hand. 

5. Public transportation should be immediately 

available at · the site. T~ansportation is also 

vital as a possible means to supplementing in

come through part-time work, to visiting distant 

relatives or friends, and generally to keeping 

Ib;id, p. 12-13 
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alive a spirit of self-sufficiency. 

6. In most instances, the site should not be 

immediately adjacent to a school building with 

its horde of active, noisyohildren. Playing 

fields and other active recreation areas used 

by teen-agers or adults can be similarly dangerous 

and annoying to the aged. 

7. · 'rhe site should be large enough to permit-. the 

development' of adequate outdoor ·areas for both 

active and passive recreation. 

8. Considerati()n should also be given to changes in 
1 

the overall land use pattern. 

Space Arrangement 

Space for Leisure ·- Activities Perhaps . the __ : mosti 

significant thing· ab.out;: the leisure time of · the elderly 

is that they have so much of it. From this point of 

vie\v, the immediate surroundings such as the 11 ving room 

take on ·great importance beca'lta.e . they · tend to a large 
2 

extent ·to constitute an elderly person's entire world. 

This importance of design and liveability is rein

forced by the fact that the areas which are generally 

------------------------------------~-------------------
1 

Kassabaum, op. cit., p. 66-67 
2 
Kira, op. cit., p. 22 
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available are relatively small. Every effort should be 

made, therefore, to increase the apparent spaciousness 

of the area, and of the entire unit~ Devices such as the, 

proper proportioning of spaces·~, the creation of long 

vistas, the use of open-planning, etc., should all be 
1 

used. 

Sleeping Areas Sleeping habits vary from one in

d1 vldual to the next, especially among the·- elderly. 

If heal thy, the ~ older person may well spend far less time~ 

in b~ed than formerly. However, there is e» equal likelihood 

that : the ~ frequency and duration of periods of 111 health 

may increase, as well as the periods of convalescence. 

This, of course, would lead to periods of extensive use 

of the-bedroom. Therefore, provisions should be made for 

good ventilation, light and view. 

There are a number of detailed considerations which 

should receive attention: 

1 

1. The space should permit :: placement of the_. bed 

so thatt·. a clear minimum space of 18 inches can 

be left on three sides. This is necessary in 

order to facilitate b·ed-making and also any 

nursing which may b'e necessary. In the case of 

two-person occupancy, three feet·· is often rec-

Kira, op. cit., p. 22 
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ommended as the clear distance between beds·~ 

2. There should be space for an oversize bedside 

table to hold medicines, water, tissues, etc. 

3. The arrangement of the space should be such as 

to permit placement of the bed so that a bedridden 

person can see out of the window. 

4. There must be a short and direct:: access from the 
1 

bed to the bathroom. 

Accommodations for Personal Hygiene- "In an apart

men~ or house designed for the elderly, the most single 

crucial feature is the bathroom, mundane as this sounds. 

Bathrooms are responsible for more difficulties, 

accidents, and embarrassments to the elderly than any 
2 

other feature in their homes." 

1 

A few essentials it should embody are as follO\<TS: 

1. Locate the bathroom light switch outside the door~ 

2. Shower doors rather than curtains·· should be used. 

3. A continuous grab bar for shower and bath should 

be provided. 

4. A non-slip shower floor is very important. 

5. A push button call bell should be within reach 

of the shower seat and the commode seat. 

Kira, op. cit., p. 35 
2 
Jacobs, op. cit. p. 86 
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6. Space: for a clothes hamper. 

7. All sharp edges in the bathroom should be 
1 

avoided. 

Meal Preparation and Dining ~eal preparation 

represents another area of great concern because, like 

personal hygiene, the activities which take place are 

relatively strenuous and the equipment \'lh.ich must 'be 

used is, in many cases potentially hazardous. 

Major design points which must : be included are 

non-skid floors, low shelving, and ·electric kitchens. 

In dining, the most frequent solution is to provide 

dining space in the ·living room. Such an arrangement 

can provide direct access to both the kitchen and the 
2 

living area as well as enlarging the living space. 

Communal Dining A popular arrangement that could 

be provided for the residents if they desired is a 

communal dining facility. _The survey showed that 64% 

desired a cafeteria to be conveniently located where 

th·ey could purchase meals instead of cooking. There are a 

number of reasons for the popularity of this: 

1. The physical chores of shopping, meal prep-

aration and clean-up are avoided. 
. _, --------------------------------------------------------

1 
Mathiasen, op. cit., p. 34,'53 

2 
Mathiasen, op. cit., p. 22 
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2. A great number· of people do not enjoy eating 

alone. 

3. A more nourishing and healthy diet can be 

provided than single aged people are apt to 

provide for themseives. All too often they 

have no appetite; they find wholesome meals too 

much bother to prepare; or, they simply cannot 
1 

afford decent meals. 

Community Center A community center will be 

provided to serve as a focal point for the project. 

The survey indicated 55% were definitely interested in 

joi~ing a social club made up of people of their own 

age. 

The center will inciude a craft room, game room, 

TV room, snack kitchen, library, and a multi purpose 

space for moving pictures, plays, concerts, celebrations, 

rallies, exhibits, and group eating. 

Clinic A clinic will be provided espe¢ially for 
( 

the elderly, where they can go for advipJe on their 

health problems. The survey showed that 62% favored 

this arrangement, while only 19% said a definite no. 

The clinic will include a kitchen for preparation 

and storage of medications, ample waiting room, and 

----~-~-~---~-----~--~-~--~------~----------~--~--------
1 
Mathiasen, op. cit., p. 23 
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examination, treatment, consultation and dressing rooms 
1 

as determined by the doctors. 

Community Offices The community offices will 

consist of an executive o~fice, business office, 

community employment office, and a social workers office. 

The preceding offices will serve the elderly in the 

surrounding area as .well as the residents of the 

project. 

1 
Mathiasen, op. cit., p. 39 
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CHAPTER V 

PROfOSED HOUSING PROJECT 

FOR THE ELDERLY 

A Housing Project for the Elderly 

At last count there vTere 35,000 persons over 65 

years old living in San Antonio, of this number 10,000 

were ·on the state welfare rolls. It is becom~ing a 

touching tragedy in American life by which an in

creasing number of low-income aged persons are without 

decent homes in which to spend happily and indep~ndently 

their declining years. 

These are the people who do not want to be a burden 

on relatives or a public charge, and for whom private 

enterprise finds it uneconomic as yet to provide suit

able shelter at what .they can afford to pay. Therefore, 

it seems that meeting this need is one of the most 

logical and proper functions of a publ i c housing pro-. ·-~ 

gram. 

The site for the proposed housing project is an 

area that encompasses one city bloclc in down-town San 

Antonio. The area is bordered on the north by N, S~ 

Marys, on the east by Lexington Ave., and on the south 

and west by Richmond Ave., and the San Antonio River. 

The site gives easy access to the social life of the 

community, being adjacent to the municipal auditorium, 

and is in close proximity to a residential neighbor-
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hood, shops, churches, parks, and health services. 

The project will be designed to accommodate 

approximately two hundred and fifty persons. The pro

gram will work in the direction of providing many 

choices rather than standardization , in order to 

insure thc:vt each individual will have a freecl om of 
'I . • 

C1'10 J.C e • 

The project will provida the following facilities: 

I. Administration 
Executive Offices 
Business Offices 
Community Employment Office 
Social Workers Office 

II. L1v1n~ Accommodations 
Elevator Apartments 

One-bedroom 
Two-bedroom 

Cottages 
One-bedroom 
Two-bedroom 

III. Social 
Community Center 

Craft Room 
Game Room 
TV Room 
Snack Kitchen 
Library 
Multi-purpose Space 
Lounge 
Coat Room 

Inte~denominational Chapel 
Game Areas 

IV. Management 
Maintenance Shop 
Storage for Lawn Equipment 
Stor~ge 
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v. Service 
La~~dry Facilities 
Restaurant 

Kitchen 
Dining 

Cl1n.1c 
Reception 
Examination 
Doctors Office 

VI. Miscellaneous 
Public Toilets 
Parking 



SOLUTION 

Th e first attempt at a solution -v;as to arrange 

the apartments into two blocks, faci ~g south a~d 

east "LT i th a separate . structure for use as a corn.nn.lE

ity center facing the river. However, it was pointed 

out that this solution was not in keepi ~g with t he 

basic premise, in t hat it did ~ot necessarily retain 

t he individual type of atmosphe re desired. Therefore, 

I turned to a different approach by using a series 

of towers connected by open corridors. I then incor-

porated t h e community ce l:_ter i nto the towers and a (~' ded 

row housing along the river. This essentially gave me 

a more inti:rn.ate place to live and a variety ia appear-

ance. 



CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSION 

The solutions in this field a~e as ~aried as 

people themselves, and a better answer will come for 

the individual when there is opportunity of choice. 

While our .. technology can provide more physical 

comfort and safety for our nations gro'\ving number of 

elderly, the arc hi teet must go b.eyond low-hung cabinets, 

non-skid floors and ramps instea.dof stairs~ He must 
. r 

attempt ·to satisfy an individuals spiritual needs as 

well, which are as equally important for · a ·· full and 

satisfying life•· 

The problems faced are m.anyfold, b.ut when each 

1ndiv:/1dual can say "I chose to live here" instead of 

being "put" or "sent",.society will -have accomplished its 

objective. 
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