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PREFACE 

"To the sensitive and imaginative designer it will be an 

invitation to give serious study to local customs and people, 

and to grasp the historical meaning of the particular environ

ment in which the new building must be set. He will do so 

with a free mind without being dictated by obsolete or sterile 

formulae or cliches, be they old or new; he will avoid being 

either bizarre or fashionable, yet he will not fear using new 

techniques or new materials should these constitute real ad

vance in architectural thinking." 

1'It is hoped that the selected architects will think of 

style not in its narrower meaning but as a quality to be impart

ed to the building, a quality reflecting deep understanding of 

conditions and people. His directness and freshness of approach 

will thus have a distinguishable American flavor.n 

Pietro Belluschi on Embassy Buildings1 

1. Architectural Record (vol. 117, No. 5, May, 1955) p. 188 
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Chaptei;" I 

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 
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A. Definition 

EMBASSY The person or body of persons charged for a 

mission from one government to another government, whether 

temporary or permanent. 
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B. History 

In its widest sense the history of diplomacy is that of 

the intercourse between nations insofar as this has not been 

a mere brute struggle for the mastery. Whatever the influence 

of early diplomatic relations, modern diplomacy dates from the 

rise of permanent missions and consequently developed the dip-

lomatic hierarchy as an international institution. 

The change from temporary to permanent missions was first 

applied in -Venice in 1455. The Duke of Milan announced his 

intention to maintain a permanent embassy at Genoa. In Venice, 

1268, ambassadors were ordered to surrender on their return 

any gifts_ they had received. At about the same time it was 

decided that they were to give a written account of their mis-

sion. In 1288 this was expanded by a latv decreeing that ambas-

sadors were to deposit, within 15 days of their return, a writ-

ten account of the replies made to them during their mission, 

together with anything they might have seen or heard to the 

honor or in the interests of the republic. 1 Sir Henry Wooten 

said, "An ambassador is an honest man sent to lie abroad for 

the good of his country. 11 

The classification of diplomatic agents was for the first 

time definitely included in the general body of international 

' law by the Reglement, March 10, 1815, at Vienna, and the com-

1. Encyclopedia Britannica (University of Chicago) 
vol. 7 - 1954 p. 405-407 
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plete classification was settled at the congress of Aix-la-

Chapelle (New. 21, 1818). The officiaL status of an ambassa-

dor was firmly established by this congress. Terms agreed 

upon by this Congress were accepted by all countries, includ-

ing the United States of America. 

In 1815, at Vienna the official rank of ambassador was 

established, but it was not until 1893 that the United States 

officially established the rank of ambassador through an act 

of Congress. The diplomatic ranks that were established at 

Vienna still exists today and also here was the beginning of 

exterritoriality (the house and equipment of the diplomatic 

agent are regarded as the territory of the power which sent 

him, an·d the diplomat is granted immuni'ty from certain la'\vS 

of the country in which the mission is located). When all 

nations agreed on exterritoriali~y, then many started build-

ing embassy and staff buildings in countries 'tvith '\vhich they 

had diplomatic relations. 1 

Under Leland W. King in 1952, the State Department, 

broke away from the type of architecture that represented 

state buildings abroad and in the United States. Independent 

architects were employed to advise the Foreign Building Office 

in selecting arGhitects and approving designs for State Build-

ings in foreign countries. (Ralph Walker, Henry R. Shepley, 

1. Encyclopedia Britannica (University of Chicago) 
val. 7 - 1954 p. 405-407 
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Pietro Belluschi) 

With much consideration and thought the Foreign Building 

Office created in January 1954 an architectural advisory panel, 

composed of men of real stature to serve not as a figurehead 

but as a hard-working trusted "building committee". The pre-

sent members - appointed for two year terms - are Architects 

Richard M. Bennett, Edgar I. Williams, and Eero Saarinen. Their 

predecessors - Pietro Belluschi, Henry R • . Shepley, and Ralph T. 

Walk~r - were the original advisory panel. Originally the 

chairman, appointed for a set term, was a former foreign service 

officer. Now the chairmanship goes to an active top career dip

lomat while he is on Washington assignment between foreign 

posts. · The Foreign Buildings Office has found this combination 

of . fresh .field experience with architectural authority the smooth

est working arrangement.! 

At this· time some 50-odd current projects are in the program 

of the State Department's ;,;Office of Foreign Buildings. The ad-

visory panel recommends an architect for each project, basing 

its recommendations 'on the evidence of brochures which architects 

who want Office of Foreign Building work must take the initiative 

of submitting. The architect gets a full briefing on practical 

and diplomatic aspects of his project and a trip to the site. 

Also the panel recommendsto the architect that he use native 

1. Architectural Forum (Time Inc. New York, . New York) 
vol. 107 N6. 6 Dec., 1957 p. 114-115 
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materials to cut costs; but this recommendation only applies 

if the materials are of such proven quality as to warrant use. 

After completing preliminary designs, the architect presents 

his scheme to the advisory panel for recommendations for re

visions. The advisory panel has steered clear of asking for 

a set solution. The State Department, 'vith the advisory panel 

to guide, has not sho\·.rn its incompetence in restrictions on 

designs submitted by the architect. 

Official United States building abroad v1as a sorry affair 

not many years ago. The change was brought about because of 

foreign criticism sharp enough to worry the State Department 

into the successful solution. If foreign criticism can do 

this, sharp domestic criticism may be the only means that will 

force similar reforms in the United States. 
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Chapter II 

BUILDING REQUIREMENTS FOR A UNITED STATES E~IDASSY 
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A. DESIGN CONSIDEP~TIONS 

To an architect, designing a governmental building abroad 

is a unique problem. In view of the fact that the Embassy is 

located in a foreign country the design should create goodwill, 

not criticism. The design should reflect credit on the United 

States. Through the advice from the advisory panel the State 

Department has taken the attitude that the architecture should 

be inviting rather than imposing. This view by the State De

partment is quite different from the attitude tmvard governmen

tal buildings at home. 

In designing, consideration should be given to the fact 

that this building is located in a foreign country which has 

different architectural traditions and also climate conditions 

far different from ours in the United States. Therefore the 

architecture of the building should be compatable with the sur

roundings. I feel that before an effort in design can be made 

one must study traditions, methods of construction, and mate

rials and equipment of proven merit and reliability. If these 

facts are considered in design, a building befitting the United 

States will emerge from which we need not fear criticism and 

which will not be considered a compromise with past traditions. 

To emphasize the fact that designing a governmental build

ing abroad is a unique problem, two major objectives that the 
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advisory panel laid down m~st be listed: 

1. Represent American architecture abroad 

2. Adapt this architecture to local conditions and cul
tures so deftly that it is welcomed, not criticized, 
by its hosts.l 

Our State Department is trying to replace present Embassy 

facilities, which we do n'ot own, with architecture that would 

be a credit to the United States. 

1. Architectural Record (F. W. Dodge Corp. Concord, N. H.) 
vol. 117 no. 5 May, 1955 p. 187 
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B. SITE 

The site for an Embassy building should provide a good 

vista of the building and also a good vista from the build

ing as well. The Embassy usually does not have an e:;:trerne 

traffic problem but the public must have easy access to the 

building location. The site should be on a major street 

when possible. This does not mean that it has to be located 

in the center of the business district. 
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C. SPACE ANALYSIS 

1. Embassy Office Building 

The State Department maintains Embassies in many 

countries throughout the world. The functions of the 

embassy and the type of operations are basically the 

same in all embassies. They all contain six primary 

sections with other sections added, but the size, 

staff and work done by each section vary greatly with 

each embassy. Consequently, the size of the embassy 

depends on the size of the sections, which depends on 

the prominence of the country in which the legation 

is located. 

The basic elements of an embassy office building are: 

A. Political Section 

·"This section houses the men that make high level 

diplomatic decisions between the two countries. Office 

facilities should be provided for · the ambassador, de

puty ambassador, special assistant to ambassador, politi

cal officer, deputy assistant political officer and po

litical reporting clerk. Work area should be provided 

for secretaries and clerks. Additional areas are recep

tion room, conference room and storage area. 
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B. Economic Section 

The economic section is held responsible for main-

taining relations between the two countries regarding 

trade, commerce and labor. Office facilities should be 

provided for the Economic Officer, Deputy Economic Offi-

cer, and. Secretaries. Space should be provided for 

clerks and storage and small library. 

C. Consular Section 

The consular section aeals with issuing visas and 

invoices. This section should be readily accessible to 
I 

the public. Office facilities should be provided for 

the Consular Officer, Consular Clerks, and Secretaries. 

Space should be provided for waiting and files and stor-

age. 

D. Administrative Section 

The administrative section duties are to handle 

operating affairs and records of employees. This section, 

with the exception of the Nail, Files, and Communications 

area, should be readily available to the public. Office 

facilities should be provided for the Administrative 

Officer, Administrative Assistant, General Services Offi-

cer, General Services Assistant, Budget and Fiscal Officer, 

Disbursing Officer, Accounting Clerks. Space should be 
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provided for Secretaries, Clerks, Mail, Files and Cormnuni

cation~. A waiting atea with receptionist should be pro

vided. 

E. Military Mission 

The purpose of the Hilitary Mission is to maintain 

security and deal with any problem which might arise re

garding our military that is located in that country. 

Office facilities should be provided for the Army Attache', 

Naval Attache', Air Attache' and space for Assistants to 

each one along with space for enlisted men. Space for a 

conference ro~m should be considered, also file and stor

age space. 

F. United States Information Agency 

This Agency should be made easily accessible to the 

public. Office space should be provided for Public Affairs 

Officer, Information and Press Officer, Motion Picture 

Officer, Radio Officer, Publications Editor, Movie Operators, 

Translators, Clerk Stenographers and Librarians. A small li

brary can be maintained by this section. 

G. Other Spaces 

Nain Entrance Lobby 

Guard Rooms and Lockers 

Snack Bar 
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Commissary (~ selling area, ~ storage) 

Mechanical Equipment Area 

Chauffeurs and Nessengers day room 

Janitor and Custodial Lockers 

Maintenance · 

H. Size of Space 

The Office of Foreign Buildings has developed a 

double computation system which has proven fairly accu-

rate in estimating the size of the required building. 

First, figure the amount of space required for each per-

son actually housed within the building, that is, the 

desk and work space they will need to perform their re-

gular duties. The following formula is used: 

Clerk-Secretary, etc. . 75-100 sq . ft. per person 
Minor Official . . 150-200 sq . ft. per person 
Major Official 200-400 sq. ft. per person 
Top Official . . 400-500 sq . ft. per person 

This is intended only as a basic guide, and is subject to 

variation according to the actual work of the individual. 

The second computation is based on space that is not 

always occupied, but necessary for the regular operation 

of the building. This space would consist of such rooms 

as the mechanical equipment room for heating (or cooling), 

an auditorium or conference room (or both), space for star-

age, repair, telephone equipment, restaurant (snack bar) or 
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reception and exhibition areas, etc. To the sum of these 

two figures we have found that by adding 30% we will cover 

the n~cessary halls, toilets, stairs and elevators to ser

vice the building. 
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Chapter III 

PROGRAM 
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A. LOCATION 

The site is located in Mexico City, on one of the main 

boulevards, between the streets Montecito and Filadelfia with 

the main frontage on Avenue De Los Insurgentes. The location 

is inthe south portion of the city approximately four miles 

from the main business district of Mexico City. The main 

frontage of the site gives a vista looking slightly south of 

due east. The size of the site is 600 feet on the east (Av. 

De Los Insurgentes), 1000 feet on the south (Filadelfia), and 

850 ·feet on the north (Montecito). The terrain is flat with 

an unstable settlingsoil condition, as the city has been 

built over adry lake bed. Location of water is in the vici

nity of 33 feet below the surface. 

Surrounding the site are existing residential and commer

cial areas. Directly across the avenue there are two apartment 

towers, 9 and 12 floors respectively. The residential areas 

around the· sit'e are · classified as upper-middle class; the 

houses are. g~nerally one story in height. To the north of the 

site commercial areas .occur. 

The city is at an elevation of 7349 feet, only 19 degrees 

north of the equator, which is well within the tropical zone. 

The year around climate is sometimes called "sternal spring". 

Verdant vegetation and non-deciduous foliage is preponderant 
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during the full year. The site is covered with a variety of 

trees and vegetation. 

A rainy season starts \vith frequent shmvers in :to-lay, and 

then daily downpours starting in June. These downpours con

tinue through September and eventually stop in October. After 

October begins six months of dry season. The daily downpours 

during the rainy season start during the afternoon and usually 

last about two hours. Even in the rainy season, the mornings 

are usually clear and sunny. 
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B. SPACE REQUIREMENTS 

As an outline program for the alloting and propor
tioning of spaces required for this development, the :al
lowing personnel have been chosen: 

Office Building 

1~ Political Section 

Ambassador 1 
Deputy Ambassador 1 
Special Assistant to Ambassador 1 
Secretaries 2 
Political Officer 1 
Deputy Political Officer 6 
Political Reporting Clerk 2 
Secretaries 3 
Cler~, 10 
Reception Room 
Confer.enc·e Room 

2. Economic and Commercial Section 

Eco~omic. Office 
betn.lty Economic Officer 
Secre.taries 
Clerks 
Commercial Officer 
Deputy Commer~ial Officer 
S~c:fetar.ie~ . 

Clerks 
Small 1 ibr ary 

l. Consular Section 

Consular Officer 
A~~istant Congular Officer 
Corisular Clerks 
Secretaries 
Files carid Storage 
Waiting area 

4. Administrative Section 

Administrative Officer 
Administrative Secretary 
Administrative Assistant 
Clerks 

1 
4 
3 
8 
1 
3 
2 
5 

2 
6 

25 
5 

1 
1 
1 
2 
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General Services Officer 1 
General Services Secretary 1 
General Services Assistant 1 
General Services Clerks 2 
Budget and Fiscal Officer 1 
Disbursing Officer l 
Disbursing Officer Assistant l 
Accounting Clerk 1 
Clerks L:. 

Haiting Area 
Hail, Files and Communications 7 
File Room and Incinerator 
Receptionist and Telephone 
Operator 1 
Hessengers 2 
Chauffeurs and Custodial 10 
Gardeners 

5. United States Information Agency 

Public Affairs Officer 1 
Assistant Public Affairs Officer 2 
Cultural Affairs Officer 1 
Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer 2 
Information and Press Officer 1 
Hotion Picture Officer 1 
Radio Officer 1 
Publications Editor 1 
Movie Operators L:. 

Translators and Clerk () 

0 

Clerk Stenographers 10 
Secretaries 6 
Librarians ':I 

...; 

Library maintained by this section 

6. Military Mission 

Army Attache 1 
Army Officer 4 
Enlisted Men 5 
Air Attache 1 
Air Force Officer 2 
Enlisted 'Hen 5 
Navy Attache 1 
Navy Officer 5 
Enlisted Men c:: 

...; 
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7. International Cooperation Administration 

Director 1 
Secretary 1 
Rec~ption Room and Receptionist 1 
Administrative Officer 1 
Budget Officer 1 
General Services Officer 1 
Acco~nting ·services Officer 1 
Secretaries and Files 2 
Executive Officer 1 
Accounting Clerks 8 
Mail .and ,Files 4 
Program Officer 1 
Training Officer 2 
Secretaries 2 
Comptroller 1 
A,ssistant Comptroller 1 
R~gio.nal Technical · Aids 
Coordinator 1 
A,ssistant Techriical Aids 
Coordinator 1 
Vocational Rehabilitation Advisor 1 
Ind.\lstriai Officer 2 
Highway Equipment Sp¢cialist 1 
Geologist 1 
Metallurgist 1 
Agricultural Equipment Specialist 1 

8. Foreign Asricultural Service 

Agrit~ltural Attache 1 
Assistant Agricultural Attache 1 
Agricultural Specialist 3 
Secretaries 2 

9. Other Spaces 

Main Entrance Lobby 
Library 
Mechanical Equipment spaces 
Maintenance and repair 
Janitor and Custodial Lockers 
Guard Rooms and Lockers 
Storage in all sections 
Snack Bar 
Commissary 
Toilets for all sections 
Exhibition area 
Parking 
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Chapter IV 

SOLUTION 
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The location of the site I have chosen is in the southern 

part of Mexico City on one of the main thoroughfares, Avenue 

De Los Insurgentes. The site is a park surrounded on three 

sides by residential areas and to the north are commercial 

establishments. 

I have tried to design a building that is representative 

of American architecture and still compatable with the archi

tecture in Mexico City. I have maintained simplicity in the 

lower wings while the upper portion maintains a strong repeti

tion pattern. The richness of the materials on the building 

were used to emphasize the type and function of the structure. 

I have provided a spacious entrance lobby from which the 

public can enter the departments which should be readily avail

able to the public. The reason for the tower portion is that 

better circulation is evolved and, also, it is easier to main

tain security in this manner. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 
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In conclusion, I have found that architecture in a foreign 

country presents problems for our architects that cannot be 

matched at home. These problems are further magnified in that 

the building should be representative of American architecture, 

as well as being compatable with the architecture in the foreign 

country in which it is located. 

In my thesis I believe I have designed a building that is 

representative of American architecture and sympathetic with 

that of l''lexico. 
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