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Definition 

CH.~PTER I 

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 

In diplomacy the word, embassy, has a· somewhat 

broad meaning. It primari_ly refer-s to the function 

or mission of an ambassador; while it is also used to 

designate the office or residence of an ambassador, 

or in a collective manner to describe persons sent on 

a diplomatic . . 1 m1ss1on. 

li.Ls tor :t, 

One might imagine the simple, pre-historic be

ginnings of diplomacy that arise even today in the 

most primitive communities when it becomes necessary 

to send representatives to negotiate on matters of 

common interest with neighboring communities. How-

ever, we must leave these unrecorded negotiations 

to our imagination and start out study of diplomacy 

with more recent happenings along the shores of the 
2 

Mediter-ranean, the birthplace of Western Civilization. 

Normally, the first representatives appointed 

for diplomatic missions were concerned only with 

1 
The Encyclopedia Americana (New York, 1960) vol. VII, 
p. 126. 

2 . 
The Coll1er 1 s Encyclopediq (New York, 1959) vol. VI, 
p. 479. 
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specific issu~s and were withdrawn whe~ the nego-

tiation was concluded. From the sixth century B.C. 

in the history of the Greek city-state and of the 

Roman and Byzantine empires there are numerous ex-

amples of these temporary diplomats being sent 

usually in connecti~n with ce~sation . of warfare~ 1 

Though the accomplishments of the temporary diplo

mats were seldom longlasting, they did start the 

development of the foundations of modern diplomacy. 

The Roman Empire continued the develepmemt of 

these foundations and in its fully established use 

of diplomacy managed to divide and control the bar-

barians who surrounded it. However, because of 

early Roman assumption of superiority over other 

states , f u 11 d i p 1 o mat i c r e c i p roc i t y was r est r 1i c ted 

in that the Roman Empire quite often received an 
2 

ambassador without .dispatching one in . exchange. 

Certainly this practice could have aided the down

fall of the Roman Empire as it ultimat~l~ · crumbled 

under barbarian assault, driving diplomacy into an 

eclipse •. 

---------~-----------~----~-~--~----------------------

1 
Chambers Encyclopedia (London, 19'5~) Vol. IV, p. 537. 

2 
Encyclopedia Britannica (New York, 1958) vol. VII, 
p. 4-04. . 



-3-

The ess~ntial unit for diplomacy, the state, 

was obliterat~d in the chaos of warring kriights and 

prin6e~, whic~ succeeded the Empire as the new organ

ization of Europe. However, this new class ~tructure, 

graded upward to the emperor and fhe pope, preserved 

the need for allie~ and truces, cutting the pathway 

of a kind of feudal diplomacy through the good offices 

of the Church. The unifying force of Christendom 

soon found itself utilizing many of the --forms of 

secular politics in carrying on its clerical dip-

1 lomacy. 

The modern and fully developed ·form of diplo

macy did not appear until about the fifteenth century 

when the chief western European states began to ap-

point permanent representatives. These permanent 

establi .shments ~ctually became schools of diplomacy 

in that they made possible the training of profes-

sional agents and the development of an elaborate body 

of rules, conventions and traditional practices regu

lating their privileges, ceremonies, and duties. 2 Many 

of these early fifteenth-century rules, especially 

-----------------------~---~----~----------------------

1
The Collier's Encyclopedia (New Yo .t:k, 1959) vol. VI, 
P· 479. 

2 
Chambers Encyclopedia (London, 1955) vol. IV, p. 538. 
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those concerning procedures and types of docu~ents, 

survived, almost unchanged, the disintegration of 

medieval Europe and still appear in contemporary 

diplomatic practice with very little alteration 

after the passage of almost five centuries.
1 

One person important in the conveyance of many 

of these ideas was Niccolo Machiavellt (1469-1527) 

who turned from medieval idealism to adopt poli

tical realism as his guiding light. The Prince, 

his tract on statesmanship, though directed toward 

a unified Italy under a strong ruler, became the 

handbook of diplomatic practice. "Machiavellianism" 

was used in early European diplomacy when everyday 
2 

morality was ruled out in relations between nations. 

Though the trend toward permanent diplomatic 

representation increased, the ambassadors suffered 

from the widespread suspicion that they were pat

riotic liars and glorified spies.
3 

This suspicion 

even today tends to stain the professional reputa

tion of our diplomats. Again it seems to be the 

1 . 
G a r r e t t Ma t t i n g 1 y , R en a i s sa n c ~ D i p 1 o m a SJ!., ( 8 o s t o n , 
1955) p. 17. 

2
The Collier's Encyclopedia (New York, 1959) vol. VI, 
p. 479. 

3 Ibid. , p. 480. 
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case in which a few members of a profession degrade 

the reputation of the entire profession. Mattingly 

assures us that while there were a few startling 

exceptions the Renaissance diplomat generally 

nunderstood that his job was to win 
and hold the confidence and respect 
of the people among whom he worked, 
since otherwise he could neither be 
believed himself, nor obtain the in
formation which he sought.rtl 

With or without honesty the role of the ambas-

sadors became increasingly important until their 

inviolability under all circumstances became a =reco-

gnized part of diplomatic law. From the beginning 

of the seventeenth century onward exemption from 

criminal jurisdiction, freedom from restraint even 

after the outbreaks of war, and passage through 

third states, were considered to be guaranteed by 

international law. 

A new situation concerning these liberties 

arose in the eighteenth century when families of the 

ambassadors began to accompany the envoys on their 
2 

resident missions. This was quite a victory over 

some earlier laws that were passed to define the · 

1
Garrett Mattinglyt Renaissance Diplomacy, (Boston, 
1955), p. 115. 

2 
Co 1 1 i e r t s , ..2..e...!. c i t . , p " 480 • 
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duties of ambassadors. For instance, in 1268 the 

republic of Venice decreed that 

"an .ambassador to a foreign court must 
not take his wife, lest she be indis
creet, but must take his cook, lest he 
be poisoned."! 

As a result of advancement over these old laws it 

became necessary that the ambassadorial privileges 

be extended to the entourage of the envoy and it be

came apparent that a line of distinction between the 

diplomatic personnel and the servant staff of an em-

bassy must be indicated. Thus as a general rule the 

members of the servant staff received immunity only 

when they were directly necessary to the discharge 
2 

of diplomatic duties. 

This increasing personal immunity produced 

another problem, that of extraterritoriality, or 

the exemption from local jurisdiction of the quarters 

of the diplomatic mission. Thus the embassy became 

the territory of the country which accredited the 

envoy. Early diplomacy buttressed this exemption 

from taxation, freedom from civil processes, and ex-

c e p t i o n f r o m c r i m i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n • S h a r p r e s t r 'i' c t i o n s 

1
Chambers Encyclopedia (London, 1955) vol. IV, p. 538. 

2 
Co l 1 i e r ' s , QJ?..• c i t . , p • 48 0 • 
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have been placed on the old right of asylum which 

was greatly ab~sed in the formative period of 

moder~ diplomacy. For the same reason the right 

to freedom of religious worship has lost its im

portanqe as an aspect of extraterritoriality.! All 

of these developments, whether good or bad, became 

the heritage of the United States Diplomatic Service. 

During the early days of the Republic when its 

very exist7nce depended upon assistance from Europe, 

the United st,tes was represented abroad by some of 

its most distinguished citizens, --Benjamin Franklin, 

John Adams, John Jay, Thomas Jefferson. Though the 

Constitution adopted in 1789 provided the legal 

basis for a forei.gn service it failed to create an 

organized system for selecting and training. diplomats. 

Salaries were nominal, and many of . our representatives 

seryed their government at great·personal financial 

. f. 2 sacr1 1ce. 

American interest in and dependence on other 

nations began to decrease , after the _ ~ar of 1812 as 

we became interested in building our own nation. 

1
Collier's, ~· cit., p. 480. 

2
The Foreie'l Service of the _1! •. ~, (1958) U.S. Printing 
Offic~, Washington, D.C. 
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This, of course, resulted in neglect for our dip-

lomatic service that continued until the advent of 

the twentieth century when increasing public demand 

for better diplomatic and consular representation 

urged needed reform movements. 1 

The principal early reform came in 1906 when 

the consular service converted to the merit system. 

Then the U.S. emerged from World War I as one of 

the great powers, causing adoption of the Rogers 

Act in 1924, which created our modern Diplomatic 

Service. 

This act combined the diplomatic and consular 

services and provided for competitive examinations 

before appointment, --thus introducing the merit 

system. The Foreign Ser~ice Act of 1946 increased 

the effectiveness of the merit system by providing 

ambassadors and ministers with their first pay 

raise in almost a century. More realistic allowances 

and improved salaries throughout the ranks aided in 
2 

keeping good officers in the Service. 

1 
Co 11 i e r ' s, .QJ2...~ c i t . , p • 48 2. 

2The American Ambassador, (1957) U.S. Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 
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These acts were certainly not adopted too soon 

for in the po~t-World-War I I period the United States 

began to assume growing responsibilities in world 

affairs. The workload of the Diplomatic Service has 

thus been increased by the worldwide Communist offen-

sive against the free world, the emergence of new 

nations, and the tremendous increases in international 

trade, travel, and communications.
1 

1The Foreian Service Qf the U.S., (1958) U.S. Printing 
Office, Washihgton, D.C~ 



CHAPTER I I 

THE U.S. EMBASSY BUILDING 

Design Expression 

As man has passed through the first decade of 

the last half of the twentieth century he can look 

about at the entire world and indirectly observe its 

condition. Upon such an observation one must imme

diately be appalled at the staggering need for stable 

organization of government among the many newly

emerged nations. What is the responsiblity of the 

U.S. government toward these forming nations? 

Due to the mounting offensive movements against 

the free world we must think realistically and admit 

that the first responsibility of our government is 

not to aid these emerging nations; but rather to 

preserve its own ideals and standards. Perhaps it 

is only a pleasant coincidence that one way of 

accepting this responsibility to ourselves happens 

to be the extension of education to many of these 

nations. 

Certainly our government is becoming more and 

more successful at conveying technical knowledge to 

other nations. For example the cooperative-action 

programs, often extended through our diplomatic 

missions in foreign countries, have become very 

successful as they have developed into permanent 
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organizations of education. However, here at this 

point the concern for technical knowledge shall be 
1 

limited to t .he expression of our possession of it. 

In this study we shall be most concerned with that 

amount of knowledge that we can extend to a nation 

by way of the design of buildings,--particularly 

our embassy buildings. 

Through these small bits of America in for

eign lands we must declare in foreign terms the very 

best of our n~tion~ In all nations, whether demo-

cratic or other, we should first strive to define 

ourselves as a nation -governed by its people. This 

definition can often be the most difficult thing 

to express through an embassy building for in many 

lands the people do not even possess those terms or 

thoughts that are as~ociated with democracy. However, 

when these terms are introduced to the~, or found 

with.in them and used to express the idea of liberty, 

the resulting building must truly be successful in 

the task of defining. 

The expression of cooperation must very clearly 

be present in all the U.S. em~assy buildings of today. 

I 
W i 1 1 a r d L • 8 e u 1 a c , Ca ~ Am b a s sa d'o r , ( New Yo r k , 1 9 5 1 ) 
pp. 220-223. 
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Since this is relatively a new part of our modern 

foreign policy it is still in its developmental 

period. However, the present world situation points 

constantly to the need for cooperation. Therefore, 

we must develop a much more sensitive understanding 

of the people of foreign lands and use this know

ledge to reveal and emphasize our desire to coope

rate. The embassy building should be used in this 

process. 

Certainly we can not overlook the idea of 

power that is widely associated with our nation. 

One who possesses power seldom has difficulty in 

proving his possession of it. However, in the 

embassy building the expression of power must be 

handled very delicately. For instance, in one 

foreign country our embassy building might be robed 

in a garment that reveals its protective power; 

while in another country it might be very subtly 

clad in a suit of resistive power. In all cases 

power should be expressed as a combination of 

spiritual, mental and material strength. 

The architect commissioned to design a U.S. 

embassy building should bear in mind the need to 

express the above ideas as he settles down to the 

more regimental job of providing the required 
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facilities. By holding tightly to these ideas he 

will surely find himself discovering a distinguished 

architectural style and form which will declare what 

we have and wish to share. 

Mr . Pietra Belluschi's statement concerning 

this style to be sought appears in the addendum to 

the Department of State 1 s Architectural Policy:
1 

"It is hoped that the selected archi
tects will think of style not in its 
narrowar meaning but as a quality to 
be imparted to the building, a quality 
reflecting deep understanding of con
ditions and people. His directness 
and freshness of approach will thus 
have a distinguishable American Flavor." 

Belluschi also points out the need for the selected 

architect to seriously study local site and climate 

conditions and the importance of his total awareness 

and intimate acquaintance with local cus~oms of the 

people as well as the historical meaning of the 

building's environment. Certainly these considera-

tions should be an integral part rather than a mere 

backdrop of the various functions that form the 

embassy building. 

0 r gan i za t i OQ. .2.f. .ib,e Emb~ Bu i 1~ 

l 

In terms of organization the U.S. Embassy 

This statement of the Department of State's Arch-
itectural Policy is presented to the architect when 
he receives his commission for an embassy building. 
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building is basically divided into two sections. 

First, there is that portion which is readily acces

sible to the public, such as the Consular section 

containing the Visa and Passport divisions which 

would have many callers a day. 1n this section 

would also be the United States Information Agency 

with such public services requiring a library, an 

exhibition area, and an auditorium or assembly room 

depending on the size of the building. 

The second portion would be the diplomatic and 

reporting part which, for obvious reasons, should be 

located so as to prevent easy access by the general 

public (perhaps on upper floors). Here would be 

located the office of the Ambassador, the Political 

Section, the Defense Attaches, the International 

Cooperation Agency, and the Economic Section. 

Visitors to this part of the building would be 

limited to those who would have direct business 

with one of these offices. 

Functions of the various department of the typi

cal diplomatic mission are most easily understood 

through examination of the responsibilities of each 

section. For this purpose the following outline has 

been compiled from information in two government 
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pub 1 i ca t i o ns • l 

·* 
The Political Section is responsible for: 

(a) Politioa·l represen·tation o.f U.S. policy. 

(b) Participation in negotiations for further
arid · o f U • S • p o 1 i t i ca 1 · o b> j e c t i v e s • 

(c) Obs'ervi·ng; analyzing, and reporting ·on 
political developments of internal and 
int~rnational :significance •. 

(d) Plannbng, advising on, and reviewing poli
t i- ca 1 a c t i v i · t i e s ·· f)"e r f o r me d · r n t n e co· n s u 1 a r 
offices. 

The Economic S.ectdon is responsible .fors . 

(a) Pr6mcition of U.S. economic foreigh policies. 

(b} Parti ·eipati9n in negotiations for furtherance 
of · u •. s. · economic obJectives." 

(c) Observing, analyzing, and reporting on eco
nomic matters. 

(d) Planning, advising --on, a~d reviewing eco
n~mic aativities performed in the consular 
offices. 

The Consular Section 1s responsible for: 

(a) Visa servicea. 

(b) Citi·zenship and passport services. 

(c) Protectton and welfare servi¢es for American 
citizens, property, and interests. 

(d) Notarials public documents, and quasi-legal 
services. 

----------------------------------~~-----~--------------
1
The American Ambassador (1957, and Foreien Service 
o f t h e .!h.§.-!. ( 1 9 58 ).· , a r e pam p h 1 e t s : p u b 1 i_ s h\ e d b y t h e 
U.S. Printing Office, : Washington, D.C. 
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( e ) S e r vd c e s f o r s h i p s , s e a m.e n ., a n d a i r men • 

(f) Special services for Federal and State 
agencies •. 

(g) Planning, advising on, and reviewing con
sular activities performed in th~ consular 
offices. 

The Administrative Section is repponsible for: 

(~) Administrative management of the Mission. 

(b) Budget preparation and allocation of funds. 

(c) Centralized fiscal operations, personnel, 
security, and general administrative ser
vices. 

(d) Negotiation with Foreign Office on problems 
of imports and exports and personnel accre
ditation. 

(e) Arrangements for visits of congressional 
groups and U.S. Government officials. 

The Security Section is responsible for: 

(a) Constant protection of the ambassador and 
other top officials connected to the 
mission. 

(b) Security of the embassy building and grounds. 

(c) Top secret information and material moving 
to and from the mission. 

(d) Security arrangements for visiting digni
taries such as U.S. government officials 
or members of congressional groups. 

The Military Mission is responsible for: 

(a) Representation of U.S. military policy. 

(b) Participation in negotiations for further
ance of U.S. Military objectives. 

(c) Observing, analyzing, and reporting on 
military matters. 
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The United States lnformatiory Agency is responsible 
for: 

(a) Conveyance of U.S. facts and figures into 
foreign laflds through the press, et~. 

(b) Maintenance of a library or reading room 
for the public. 

(c) Planning and execution of cultural and 
educational exhibitions at the mission. 

(d) Handling and . showing motion , pictures for 
educational purposes. 

1 
The International Cooperation Administration is 
responsible for: 

(a) Introduction of aid programs in public 
health, agriculture, and industry. 

(b) Creation of organizations to run the aid 
programs. 

(c) Administrat.ion of cultural affairs con
n~cted with international cooperation. 

* 
Many of these responsibilities are interchange

able among the various sections of the mission, but 

unless they are specially assigned they remain the 

task of the department under which they are listed. 

Certainly these many functions varying in scope and 

importance make the process of allotting and arrang

ing spaces of the mission building a somewhat deli-

cate job. 

1Wi llard L. Beulac, Career Ambassador, (New York, 1951) 
pp. 218.-225. 
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.§£.~Analysis and ..Q.i_r:culation 

In estimating the required area of the building 

the U.S. State Department ~as developed a double com

putation of fair accuracy. First, the amo~nt of 

space req4ired for each person actually housed within 

the building is estimated, that 1s, the desk and work 

space each will need to perform his regular duties. 

This is intended only as a basic guide, and according 

to the actual work of the individual the estimate 1s 

subject to variation from the following figures: 

Clerk-Secretary, etc. 75-100 sq. feet 

Minor Official 150-200 sq. feet 

Major Official 200-400 sq. feet 

Chief of Mission 400-500 sq. feet 

The second computation is based on space that 1s 

not always occupied, but that is necessary for the 

regular operation of the building. This space would 

consist of such rooms as the mechanical equipment 

room for heating (or cooling), an auditorium or con

ference rriom (or both), space for storage, repair, 

telephone equipment, restaurant (snack bar), recep-

tion and ~xhibition areas, etc. To the sum of these two 

figures it has been found that by adding 30 per cent 

the necessary building will be accommodated. Another 

percentage may be added for expansion if possible 

future workload would indicate the need. 
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After estimating the size of the individual 

areas one must analyze the relationship of one area 

to another. The best place to start this analysis 

1s within each main section where the needed areas 

seem to be a large clerical space connected to a 

number of relatively small offices for the higher 

officials. Then one must think of the relationship 

of enesection to another, and the relationship of 

each section to the general public and to the em

ployees. Traffic patterns begin to appear and serve 

as a means of relating the interior of the mission 

to its exterior, the entire site. 

Certainly, the most important part of a 

traffic pattern is its beginning. Though a pathway 

within a building might be very clearly indicated 

it is of little value if left initially undefined. 

Even when several patterns of movement share the 

same beginning, the point of departure must be oP-

vious. 

In many countries the traffic patterns of the 

U.S. Embassy buildings tend to become complicated 

· by the need for each to pass through a security net-

work. It is often desirable that this accomplishment 

be handled in a very subtle manner. When security is 

evident in the design of the building, it should be 
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used to an advantage in expressing the secure existence 

of our nation rather than to indicate hostility toward 

a visitor. Security and friendliness are two char-

acteristics that we certainly wish to associate with 

our democratic nation. 
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Buildin~ United States Em.bauy Office Building, 
Oslo, Norway 

Superintendent of 
Constructio11 Herik Kiaer 

Owner Uniacd States Government 

General Contrac tor Nila 8. Stiansen 

Architect's Comments 
The site is a triangular block with streets on three sides. The building faces the 

Royal Palace on Drammansviein Street. The character of Drammansviein is of 
:- ~ .,tinuous fac1ries and it seemed important not to break the continuity .. The main 
__ ade, therefo, e, respects the building line and the other two sides follow the lines 

of the other streets. 

Comments B~· Tile Jury 
This projeCt was commended for its fine plan on a most difficult trianaular site, 

and furthermore deserved high praise for an inventive departure from the ftOf"1WUUI 
curtain wall or screen. 
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developing fa'>tcr thc~n most archit ect~ can digest it , and 
though th~ race bctwl'en a rchitects to be the first to usc a new 
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114). Th e embassy ofli ce en 
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CHAPTER I I I 

PR.OGRAM 

U.S .• EMBASSY BUILDING IN ARGENTINA 

The embassy is to be located in the city of 

Buenos Aires, capital of Argentina. The site shall 

occupy an entire city block; 340 feet long on the 

east and west sides, and 440 feet long on the north 

and south sides. This block, as most in the city, 

i s r e 1 a t i v e 1 y f 1 a t , -- s 1 o p e d d own s 1 i g h t 1 y , f o r 

drainage purposes, toward the surrounding streets. 

The site is surrounded by luxury apartments on three 

sides and public park area on the north across a 

boulevard, Leandro N. Alem. Several embassy build

ings of other countries are located on Alvear Avenue, 

one block south of the si~e. Other a.venues bounding 

the site ar~ Montevideo on the east, Posadas on the 

south, and Rodriguez Pera on the west. 

CI i mate 

The city of Buenos Aires, located in the temper

ate zone, has average temperatu r es of 60 degrees F. 

in win ,.ter and 79 degrees F. in summer. Average maxi

mum temperatures reached infrequently are 21 and 104 

dagreas f. The flat terrain the city occupies ex

poses ·. it to the strong southwest winds called pamperos, 

and to winds from the southeast wmich bring abrupt 
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l 
changes in the temperature. 

Personnel Requirements 

Political Section-----------------
Ambassador (Chief of Mission) 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
2 Political officers 
1 R e. c e p t ion i s t Stene g r a.p her 
Clerk .Stenographers 
Specia 1 Clerks 

Economic Section------------------
Commercial Attache 
Comm~rcial Assistant 
Trade and Commerce Officer 
2 Economic Reporting Officers 
Labor Reporting Officer 
Reporting .Manager 
Clerk Stenographers 
l Receptionist 

Consular Section------------------
Consular Officer 
Assistant Consular Officer 
4 Officers (Visas) 
Clerk Stenographers 
l File Clerk 

Administrative Section-----------
Administrative Officer 
Disbursi~g Officer 
2 Accounts Officers 
2 General Services Clerks 
1 Records Clerk 
1 Mai 1 Clerk 
l File Clerk 
Telephone Operator 
1 . Jn ro. r rna t i 0 n c l e r k 
Clerk Stenographers 

Military Mission------ ·------------
Army Attache 
I Asst. Army Attache 

------------------------------------------------------
1
fhe Encyclopedia Americana, (New York, 1960) vol. IV, 
p. 684. 
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2 Enlisted Men 
Naval · Attache 
I Asst. Naval Attache 
~ Enli~fed . Me~ . · 
Air Attache 
1 Asst. Air Attache 
2 Enlisted M~n 

United States . Lnfo rm9-t ion Agency----
Public Affairs Officer 
1 l nf o r m a t i o n a n d. P r e s s 0 f f i c e r 
1 AJdio Specialist 
1 Motion Picture Officer 
1 Asst. Motion Pictuie Officer 
1 Publications Editor 
4 Translators 
1 File. Clerk 
2 L{brar ians 
Clerk Stenographers 

Added ;:.§.pace Reg u i rem en t 

Main Entrance Lobby 
Library for Economic Section 
Ambassador's Conference Room 
U.S. I.A. Conference Room 
Administrative Conference Room 
Library for U.S. I.A. (for public use) 
Auditorium (100 capacity) 
Film Storage 
Security Organization 
Building Maintenance Room 
Public and Employee Toilets 
Reception and Waiting Areas 
Employee's Lounge 
Janitors, Gardeners, Chauffeurs, etc. 

U. S. Department .Q..[ State's Architectural Policy 

The policy shall be to provide requisite and 

adequate facilities in an architectural style and 

form which is distinguished and will reflect credit 

on the United States, will create goodwill by intel-

ligent appreciation, recognition and use of the 
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architecture appropriate to the site and country. 

Major ·emphasis should be placed on the creation of 

goodwill in the res~ective countries by design of 

buildings of di~tinguished a~chitectural quality 

r~ther than ~~dher~hc~ to any given style of a~ch-

i{ecture. Desfgns shall adhere to establfshed good 

pr~ctice and, to lhe extend prac{fcal, use con~ 

sfrudtion t~chniques, materials and equipment of 

pr•ven merit and reliability. Buildi~gs shall be 

degnified and economical to build, operate and 

m~fhtain. 



P te,n fl _i n g 

CHAPTER IV 

SOLUTION 

1h~ first attempt~ at planning t~e U.S. Embassy 

Bu_ilcli:ng for Ar~ gentina w_ere aimecl at establishing a 

unit af ~pace to be us'd in multipl.es. This unit 

became \h~t sp~c$ ~Gc4pied by one ~mployee and his 

e <q u i p me nJ ; . Qf t e '1 on 1. y a desk. Des i r, a.b 1 e _g r o up in g 

<a. ~d a r ran gca men t ef ~ he i n d i v i d ua l em p 1 o y e e u n it s 

b~gan t,o ·· S b;a.·p-e the layout of each department. 

Th~ J~b as~ociation of many of the employees 

within a ~ep~rtment and the desire to eliminat~ 

t~~g - n,rro~ eerriders further shaped the d~partments. 

Thus qame the fo~mation of large open clerical 

sp~ces surrounde~ by small offices of officials 

w~ich work directly with the clerical block. The 

~~ly effioes t~at open into a closed corridor are 

th~se Qf the ~igher - 9fficials which must be acces

sibl~ tQ visitors through a reception area. 

~s ~ space req4irements for the various depart

ments were . established, tho~ght was turned to . the 

relationsh~p . of these departments to each other and 

to the p~blic. Thus the general massing of the 

b~ildipg w~s developed. 

The public level of the building became in

creasingJy larg~ until it was decided to dev.lop a 
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bas~~e~t :which would act partially as a public level. 

D~e to . it~ need for a service route a~d because of 

the desire to have it in a secluded area the res

taurant w~s placed in the basement and openeo onto a 

sunken terrace. The terrace also offers eas, access 

to the small auditorium which was also placed on 

this same level. The remainder of the basement is 

used for employee parking ~s well as maintenance 

shops and mechanical equipment. 

The main level .of the building was designed 

to aid the public in a r~pid and pleasant manner. 

D~partments that deal directly with the public were 

placed on this level along with a library and space 

for e~~c•tional ,xhibits. The security department 

was also placed on this level to occupy a aomewhat 

centralized part of the building, At the same time 

ihe department maintains a check point at the one 

entrance to the main level and on the private ele

vator of the ambassador. 

The departments that are usually not the 

destination of the general public were placed on 

the top level of the building. These departments 

deal regularly with certain representatives and 

officials. The departments on the main and second 

levels are arranged about a central, naturally 
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lighted space in order to create a pleasant atmos

phere at th~ sa~e time st~ict security is maintained. 

Character 

From the very beginning it was desirable that 

the building be very expressive of the role of the 

United States in Argentina and in world affairs. 

The first consideration toward achieving this de

sire was the building's subtle break from its site, 

indicating its r-epresentative and foreign attitude. 

The next consideration was the building~s 

solidity and oneness representing the power and unity 

of its owner. Then two types of welcome mats were 

placed at the building. One is a grand entrance 

plunged through the center of one facade of the 

building to point out its elegance and formality. 

The other is a friendly and relaxing entrance 

through the basement terrace. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS 

United States embassy buildings have rapidly 

become the most impg~tant af our governmental 

buildings. Their import~nce has been caused by the 

efforts of a decrea~in~ world to accommodate in

creasingly greater thihis• Thus ~very possible 

effort must be made to ease the .tensions that re

sult from these changing ptoportions of our World. 

0 u r em b a s s y b u·i 1 d i n g s a r e of t en t h e o n 1 y tan

gible representation we have in other countries. 

And certainly they are the closest connection we 

have with most of the people of those nations. 

Therefore, the ~mbassy building 1s a tre

mendous challenge to the architect. The commission 

for such a building is a rare opportunity for him 

to offer peace and understanding to other nations. 
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