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, SEPTEMBER 9, 1848. 

The attention of the Superintendents, Agents and Sub-Agents, of this Department, is particularly called 
to the subject of travelling and other incidental and contingent expenses connected with the execution of their 
duties. The expenditures of this character occasion a heavy draft upon the contingent fund of the Depart
ment ; and eve.ry effort must be made to bring and keep them within as small a compass as possible. The 
trav~lling expenses of the two Superintendencies west of the Mississippi river, must, necessarily, be consider-

, able ; as they embrace a large number of Indians, spread over a vast extent of country, and it is of great ad
vantage to the service that the Superintendents occasionally visit the agencies and sub-agencies within their 
jurisdiction, on tours of inspection, so as to be able to keep the Department properly advised of any abuses, 
irregularities, or delinquencies, and of the general state of affairs within their Superintendencies. In some of 
the agencies and sub-agencies, however, it is thought that the travelling and other incidental expenses are un
necessarily large. The accounts for such expenditures are always the most difficult to understand and settle 
satisfactorily ; and, on any inquiry, aftE'r settlement, into lhe necessity and propriety of such allowances, are 
the most difficult to explain. Hence, they should always be accompanied by the most satisfactory evidence 
and explanations, showing the objects or reasons of the expenditures or charges, and that they were necessary 
and proper. And in order to ensure proper economy, and to aid the Department in the correct adjustment of 
such accounts, the Superintendents will exercise a strict supervision over · expenditures or charges of this 
character. They will satisfy themselves, in all cases, of their necessity or propriety; and, where it may be 
practicable, they may require the agents and sub-agents to consult them beforehand, and obtain their sanction 
to their being incurred. They will rigidly scrutinize the accounts and vouchers before ~smitting theJD to 
this office, and, in all cases whe~e they are not satisfied of the propriety of an expenditure or a charg~, they 
will so notify the office, in order that the item may be rejected or suspended for further explanation by. the , 
agent or sub-agent as the case may be. The Department is determined to reject and disallow every item 
where it is not made to appear, in the most satisfactory manner, that the charge or expenditure was necessary 
or in every way proper. 

W. MEDILL. 
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