
All Things Texas Tech Provost Home All Things Texas Tech Archive ATTT Fa ll 2012 

About 

Archive 

Provost Home 

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY • 

NEED HELP? • 

Online Institutional Resumes 

Volume 4. Number 2. September 2012 

a I .1. t .. tJ ..i.r~ .. 9 .. ?. .. ~ .. ~ .. 0 ... q .. ?. .. ~ .. ~ .. c h 
I'he Journal of llighcr Educarion at TTU 

Texas Tech Integrated Faculty Scholars of 2012 
Bob Smith, Rachel Pierce, and Scott Irlbeck 

Each August at the new faculty orientation during the past four years we have offered the 
recommendation that our newest Texas Tech University (TTU) colleagues consider becoming integrated 
scholars. The suggestion is followed by a description of integrated scholarship and allusions to the TTU 
integrated faculty scholars for that year. Read more > 

A ITT Notes 

Remembrance and Celebration of the Life of 
Sandra Arlene River 

Colleagues and friends 

For those w ho knew her and those w ho did not have the privilege, a picture of 
Sandy River emerges from the testimonies here. It is a portrait of a w ise person 
-someone w ho w as not only a lifetime learner but also one w ho used learning to 
care for and serve others. Read more > 

A Letter to Tenure-Track and Tenured F acuity 
Members 

Bob Smith 

On May 18, 2012, the Texas Tech University System (TTUS) Board of Regents 
(BOR) approved a significantly revised version of the Operating Policy and 
Procedure (OP) 32.01: Promotion and Tenure Standards and Procedures. Know ing 
that an OP is not the liveliest reading material, but know ing too how important OP 
32.01 is in the lives of tenure-track and tenured faculty members, I wanted to 
share some perspectives from a provost. Read more > 

Study Abroad Programs Continue to Advance at 
Texas Tech 

Bob Smith, Tibor Nagy, Rachel Pierce, and Scott Irlbeck 

Texas Tech University (TTU) made considerable progress in 2011-2012 developing 
study abroad opportunities for students. The opportunities also extend to TIU 
faculty members who dedicate considerable creativity and energy to making study 
abroad programs maximally beneficial to our students and the university. Read 
more> 

French Language and Culture Study Abroad: 
Reims, France, 2012 

Carole Edwards and her students 

This summer twenty-eight Texas Tech University (TTU) students took the 
less-traveled study abroad ro-ad to Reims, France. They took a leap of faith to 
contextualize all that they had learned on campus. Immersion is probably the most 
active learning experience one w ill ever take, albeit intimidating. In their own 
words, they chose to describe different aspects of the French language and 
culture stu-dy. Read more> 

Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library 
Selects Winners of Sowell Collection Student Essay 
Contest 

Cari Babitzke, Quinn Smith, and Jessica Schuhmann 

Three students in Professor Mary Jane Hursrs Linguistic Approaches to Literature 
class competed successfully in a recently organized contest at rru. Read more > 

On Commencement 

Life's a Buffet: 
Choose Wisely, 
Eat Well 

W. Mark Lanier 

School of Law 
Alumnus. 1984 

'From Here It's 
Possible': 
It Is Clearly True 
for Texas Tech 
Graduates 

Jerry Rawls 

College of 
Engineering 
Alumnus, 1967 

State of Texas I Statewide Search I Texas Homeland Security I Texas Veterans Portal I SAO Fraud Reporting I Energy Management I General Policy Information 

TTU Home I TIU System I TIU Health Sciences Center I Angelo State University I TIU Health Sciences Center at El Paso I Contact Us 

® 201 4 Texas Tech University 1 All Rights Reserved 1 Last modified: May 27, 2014. 1 0:59am 



Texas Tech Integrated Faculty 
Scholars 
Written and produced by Bob Smith, Rachel Pierce, and Scott 
Irlbeck Photography by Neal Hinkle 
 

Each August at the new faculty orientation during the past four years we have 
offered the recommendation that our newest Texas Tech University (TTU) 
colleagues consider becoming Integrated Scholars. The suggestion is followed by a 
description of integrated scholarship and allusions to the TTU Integrated Faculty 
Scholars for that year. Indeed, when one of us made that presentation on August 23 
of this year, the Integrated Scholars featured in this paper were highlighted for the 
2012 cohort of new TTU faculty members. With the 2012 newcomers in mind and 
some of our more seasoned faculty colleagues who may be less familiar with the 
Integrated Faculty Scholar concept, we dedicate this paper. Also, we take this 
opportunity to announce and share a bit of the professional life stories of twelve TTU 
faculty members who—through their integrated scholarship—bring added value to 
our academic community on the high plains of Texas. 

A Brief Review of the Integrated Faculty Scholar 
Concept 

This paper is the fourth in a series of works (Smith, 2009; Smith and Allen, 2010; 
Smith, Allen, and Irlbeck, 2011) on integrated faculty scholarship, which many at 
TTU have come to embrace as an academic paradigm involving the following 
concepts:  

1. Using the metaphor of the "triple threat" (i.e., in football, the player who excels in 
running, blocking, and passing; in theater, artists who are outstanding at acting, 
dancing, and singing), we note parallel academicians who are not only 
outstanding in teaching, research, and outreach or service, but also are able to 
generate synergy among the three functions. 

2. Faculty members who are integrated scholars consistently promote active learning, 
and infuse the results of their research and scholarship in courses and other 
learning experiences. Integrated Scholars publish results of their teaching 
innovations in peer-reviewed journals. Also, Integrated Scholar faculty members 
plan and execute outreach and service commitments to complement their 
teaching and research goals. Moreover, their outreach efforts inform all that they 
do in the domains of teaching/learning and research, scholarship, and creative 
efforts. 

 

  

 



The Integrated Faculty Scholar Exemplified 
With the Integrated Faculty Scholar model in mind, we now offer a new set of TTU 
faculty members whose records of accomplishment exemplify integrated 
scholarship. As noted in earlier articles of this series, we know that by making 
specific selections, some faculty members who have distinct claims to integrated 
scholarship may feel slighted. However, we intend to continue this series through 
the current decade so the overall list will expand with time, thereby providing many 
more opportunities for our academic community to revel in the integrated scholarly 
efforts of Texas Tech's faculty members. 

For now, and for illustrative purposes, we are adding twelve new "academic triple 
threats" to Texas Tech's previous assemblage of thirty-six Integrated Faculty Scholars 
(Integrated Faculty Scholars at Texas Tech, 2012): Linda J. S. Allen, Paul Whitfield 
Horn Professor, Department of Mathematics & Statistics (College of Arts & Sciences); 
Jennifer S. Bard, associate dean for faculty research and development, Alvin R. Allison 
Professor of Law (School of Law); Dominick J. Casadonte Jr., Minnie Stevens Piper 
Professor, Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry (College of Arts & Sciences); Bruce 
Clarke, Paul Whitfield Horn Professor of Literature & Science, Department of English 
(College of Arts & Sciences); Genevieve Durham DeCesaro, associate professor, head 
of Dance Program, and associate chair, Department of Theatre & Dance (College of 
Visual & Performing Arts); Guy Loneragan, professor of epidemiology and animal 
health, Department of Animal & Food Sciences (College of Agricultural Sciences & 
Natural Resources); Audra Morse, associate dean for undergraduate studies, associate 
professor of civil and environmental engineering, Department of Civil & Environmental 
Engineering (Whitacre College of Engineering); Zenaida Aguirre-Muñoz, associate 
professor of bilingual education and diversity, Department of Curriculum & Instruction 
(College of Education); William R. Pasewark, Webster Professor of Business (Rawls 
College of Business); Christian R. Pongratz, professor and director, Digital Design & 
Fabrication Program (College of Architecture); Anna Christina Soy Ribeiro, associate 
professor of philosophy, Department of Philosophy (College of Arts & Sciences); and 
Trent Seltzer, associate professor and chair, Department of Public Relations (College of 
Media & Communication). 
 

Linda J. S. Allen Department of Mathematics & Statistics, College of Arts & 
Sciences 

For Horn Professor Linda Allen, finding solutions to mathematical problems has always 
been a source of great enjoyment, as has discovering nature's mysteries. These two 
distinct pursuits combine to form Allen's academic specialties of mathematical biology 
and mathematical epidemiology. She applies a mathematical context to events arising in 
ecosystems, particularly the spread of infectious diseases, and her research holds 
increasing relevance to societies as scientists seek to understand the complexities of 
disease proliferation. Moreover, Allen helps to ensure that future generations can 
comprehend such topics by sharing modeling techniques in her undergraduate and 
graduate math classes, and serving as a presenter in mathematics short courses and 
workshops for novice and experienced students alike. Allen also involves students in her 
research projects; currently, she and her students are developing models of immune 
responses and lytic bacteriophage phenomena. Indeed, engaging with students has 
been key to Professor Allen's integrated scholarship, and she adds that it continues to 
be the most enjoyable aspect of her work. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/lindaallen.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/lindaallen.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/jenniferbard.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/dominickcasadonte.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/bruceclarke.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/bruceclarke.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/genevievedurham.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/guyloneragan.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/audramorse.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/zenaidaaguirre.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/williampasewark.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/christianpongratz.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/annaribeiro.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/trentseltzer.php


 
Jennifer S. Bard School of Law 

The road to Texas Tech has been a long one for Professor Jennifer Bard, but her 
responsibilities to educate law and medical students has helped to ensure that the 
journey has been worth all the years of study, practice, and commitment to integrated 
scholarship. Bard calls her dual appointment at the TTU School of Law and the Health 
Sciences Center a "dream job," allowing her to follow in the path of the late Professor 
Angela Holder, a leading voice in health care law. Bard's lectures and research focus on 
health-related topics, including bioethics, the insanity defense, and whistleblowing. Her 
research has been published widely, and her engagement in teaching has been 
noteworthy, earning her the recognition of the university and peers; in recent years, Bard 
has received the TTU President's Excellence in Teaching Award and was elected to the 
American Law Institute, in addition to other professional achievements. Also, her service 
contributions have included work with Texas Tech's Research Advisory Council and 
Teaching Academy, as well as volunteerism with her congregation.  
 

Dominick J. Casadonte Jr. Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry, College of 
Arts & Sciences 

An appreciation for music has helped to drive the integrated scholarship of Professor 
Dominick Casadonte Jr. As a student of both chemistry and classical trombone, 
Casadonte combines elements from those areas in the study of sonochemistry; his 
research involves using high-intensity sounds to propel chemical reactions in 
nanomaterials, alternative fuels, and environmental remediation processes. Additionally, 
Casadonte carries out research in supramolecular photochemistry and chemistry 
education. His studies, especially in the latter research area, have carried over into 
laboratories and lecture halls; Casadonte's interests in chemistry education have led him 
to flip the traditional lecture-homework paradigm in his honors general chemistry 
classes. His desire to ignite the scientific interests of both young and old has led him to 
perform more than 250 chemical demonstration shows over two decades and to prepare 
teacher's aides for science class settings. Also during his more than 20-year career at 
Texas Tech, Casadonte has served as an adviser for more than half a dozen student 
organizations, including Habitat for Humanity, the Catholic Student Association, and Iota 
Tau Alpha. 
 

Bruce Clarke Department of English College of Arts & Sciences 

Literature and its interconnections with science are central to the academic work of Horn 
Professor Bruce Clarke. He has spent more than two decades researching and teaching 
about this emerging area of literature, crafting his findings into scholarly articles as well 
as lectures. His commitment to the field recently brought to Texas Tech the Earth, Life & 
System Symposium—dedicated in honor of the late Professor Lynn Margulis, whose 
scholarship on cell biology shaped the study of evolution and made a deep impression 
on Clarke. Also, Clarke's service to his field and to the university have likewise been 
great. He has been president of the Society for Literature and Science and is interim 
chair of the English Department in the College of Arts & Sciences, in addition to 
appointments on administrative committees and as an editor of INTERTEXTS: a Journal 
of Comparative and Theoretical Reflection, which is published by TTU Press. In addition 
to his recognition as one of this year's Integrated Scholars, Clarke was named a Paul 
Whitfield Horn Professor in 2011. Prior to his career in academia, Clarke was a founding 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/jenniferbard.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/dominickcasadonte.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/bruceclarke.php


member of the pop band Sha Na Na during his days as an undergraduate at Columbia 
University.  
 

Genevieve Durham DeCesaro Department of Dance, School of Visual & 
Performing Arts 

A true artist in academia, dance Professor Genevieve Durham DeCesaro has made 
performing arts front and center in her integrated scholarship. Her knowledge of dance 
choreography and performance are not reserved just for the studio and classroom, but is 
ever-present in DeCesaro's research and service projects. One of DeCesaro's research 
interests involves blending performing arts with traditional written scholarship; she is 
interested in examining ideas that are typically expressed through prose and 
reinterpreting them kinesthetically, in an effort to reach a more diverse audience. As part 
of a collaboration with human sciences Professor Elizabeth Sharp, DeCesaro is 
choreographing a performance based on American women's ideologies of marriage and 
motherhood. In a separate effort, DeCesaro is examining how the arts are understood 
and valued by colleagues and administrators in higher education, as their points of view 
can further cultural understanding. DeCesaro's service projects also maintain a focus on 
the performing arts. She advises several student organizations on campus—chief 
among them is Chi Tau Epsilon, an honors dance society that promotes community 
service—and she gives back to her profession as a board member of the American 
College Dance Festival Association. 
 

Guy Loneragan Department of Animal & Food Sciences, College of Agricultural 
Sciences & Natural Resources 

As an epidemiologist in the Department of Animal & Food Sciences, Guy Loneragan 
concentrates on the beginning of the farm-to-table continuum, in an effort to ensure food 
safety early on in the production process. Professor Loneragan's appointment at Texas 
Tech is wholly focused on research that mitigates pathogenic E. coli and Salmonella 
species, and antibiotic resistance. He works with several graduate students and trains 
them in epidemiological methods and analysis. Additionally, Loneragan and his 
colleagues in the College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources have research 
partners throughout the US, as well as in Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador, Argentina, 
France, and Australia. Loneragan's work has led him to serve on the food safety 
committees of beef producers and to work with pharmaceutical companies. Additionally, 
he collaborates with such organizations as the National Cattlemen's Beef Association 
and the Texas Cattle Feeders Association, as well as with industry stakeholders and 
legislators. His engagement in epidemiology and food safety began early in life; growing 
up, Loneragan helped his father, a veterinarian, in his medical work and in managing 
their family's ranch in Australia. 
 

Audra Morse Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering Whitacre College of 
Engineering 

Inspired by the teachings of her own civil engineering professor, Audra Morse also 
strives to ignite her students' interests in the classroom and the laboratory. Morse says 
Texas Tech Professor Heyward Ramsey triggered her fascination with the field of 
environmental engineering, and she hopes to have a similar influence as a professor 
and an administrator by integrating her teaching, research, and service activities. 
Morse's research concentrates on wastewater treatment and reuse, and she believes 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/genevievedurham.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/guyloneragan.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/audramorse.php


that this focus will make a lasting impact on future generations and societies. 
Complementing her research efforts, Morse teaches a service-learning course on 
wastewater reuse for industrial applications. She also devotes time to the next 
generation of engineers through her participation in organizations such as Women in 
Science and Engineering, Shake Hands with Your Future, and the American Society of 
Civil Engineers at Texas Tech. Originally from Houston, Morse is a Red Raider through 
and through; she earned her bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees in 
environmental and civil engineering from TTU. 
 

Zenaida Aguirre-Muñoz Department of Curriculum & Instruction College of 
Education 

The plight of the immigrant child is a foremost concern in the integrated scholarship of 
bilingual education Professor Zenaida Aguirre-Muñoz. The daughter of immigrants 
herself, Muñoz noticed while growing up that she was singular among friends to be on 
track for a college education. A desire to work with students that had backgrounds 
similar to hers led Muñoz, while an undergraduate, to rewarding work and volunteer 
opportunities that laid the foundation for her research into children's educational 
experiences. She ultimately earned a doctorate, and through her own teaching and 
research, Muñoz has impacted the pedagogy of many educators and the learning 
experiences of many more students. Additionally, Muñoz's expertise has enabled her to 
serve with numerous organizations, committees, and advisory panels at the state and 
national levels, however, her contributions within the local community—thanks to 
Muñoz's emphasis on relationships with area teachers, administrators, and districts—
have been the most valuable to her work. 
 

William R. Pasewark Area of Accounting Rawls College of Business 

Through his teaching, research, and service, accounting Professor William Pasewark is 
educating the newest leaders in business. He lectures on a range of topics, including 
financial analysis and advanced accounting. His research centers on behavioral issues 
in the field, and along with a colleague, Pasewark is conducting research about 
customer payment behaviors under a grant from accounting firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. Moreover, Pasewark is editor of the scholarly journal Issues in 
Accounting Education. As part of his service to the Rawls College of Business, 
Pasewark is an adviser for the audit internship program, which places accounting 
students at CPA firms in large cities. Pasewark is a native of Lubbock and returned to 
his hometown to work at Texas Tech after teaching at the University of Houston and the 
University of Georgia. Before joining academia, Pasewark worked in the banking and 
energy sectors.  
 

Christian R. Pongratz Digital Design & Fabrication Program College of Architecture 

By melding his admirations of science, technology, and design, Professor Christian 
Pongratz has crafted an impressive career in architecture and accomplished much as a 
Texas Tech Integrated Scholar. Pongratz is based in Lubbock during the academic year, 
teaching and directing the college's Master of Science Program in Digital Design and 
Fabrication (DDF). Extending learning opportunities to the summer months, he leads a 
study abroad program for architecture students, allowing them to travel to Verona, the 
stone-producing center of Italy, where Pongratz operates an architectural firm with his 
wife, Professor Maria Perbellini, chair of instruction in the College of Architecture. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/zenaidaaguirre.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/williampasewark.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/christianpongratz.php


Pongratz's work has focused largely on the building envelope, essentially a structure's 
skin, which divides a building's interior from the outdoors. He has conducted research 
into design computation and geometry, building materials and assembly, and 
construction assembly processes. Pongratz's designs have been exhibited throughout 
the US, Europe, and Asia. Born in Germany, Pongratz came to the US to pursue 
graduate studies in the field of architecture and eventually founded the DDF Program at 
Texas Tech.  
 

Anna Christina Soy Ribeiro Department of Philosophy College of Arts & Sciences 

Helping her students to understand human nature through the examination of creative 
expression is at the core of philosophy Professor Anna Ribeiro's integrated scholarship. 
Ribeiro explores the philosophy of art, concentrating on the aesthetic aspects and 
cultural significance of poetry, in her research and her classes. She is writing a book that 
sifts through global poetic traditions from their origins through modern times in order to 
provide a comprehensive view of the art form. This past summer, she developed an 
introductory philosophy course for students participating in the College of Engineering's 
study abroad program in Spain. As part of her service to the university, Ribeiro is 
collaborating with colleagues to update the core curriculum requirements in the 
component area of language, philosophy, and culture. Ribeiro, originally from Brazil, 
says she always had a fondness for poetry, but her appreciation for philosophy took root 
during her undergraduate years at Hunter College in New York. When she heard the 
words of René Descartes (known for imparting, "I think, therefore I am"), Ribeiro says 
she "never looked back." 
 

Trent Seltzer Department of Public Relations College of Media & Communication 

Public relations Professor Trent Seltzer is fascinated by politics, and his passion is 
reflected through his teaching, research, and service projects. Seltzer's scholarship 
revolves around relationships management in public relations, and he examines social 
media and the strategic communications of political parties and campaigns to gauge 
their influence on the public. Seltzer notes that his research helps to inform his teaching, 
and correspondingly, his teaching and emphasis on service combine in his Public 
Relations Campaigns courses, which primarily involve partnerships with local and 
regional nonprofits. Since he recently took on the role of department chair, Seltzer is 
committed to strengthening the image of the university's public relations program. He 
also aims to resurrect the student public relations firm, establish a PR journal, and 
organize a regional conference for public relations practitioners. Seltzer was born into a 
politically active family. He recalls that his father was always running for office locally— 
and as a young man he became interested in the media side of campaigning, which led 
him to graduate school.  
 

Thinking Ahead 
Whether newly appointed or seasoned TTU faculty member, one might ask: "How 
might I craft an integrated scholarly career path akin to that of a Jennifer Bard, Bruce 
Clarke, Audra Morse, or William Pasewark?" From our experience interviewing and 
studying Integrated Faculty Scholars, we would suggest: 

• Maximize your teaching effectiveness. Sign up for workshops sponsored by the 
Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Center (TLPDC). Find out 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/annaribeiro.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/scholars/trentseltzer.php


about the Teaching Academy, and get to know the Teaching Academy Executive 
Council member who represents your college or school. 

• If you don't already—learn to love students! 
• Determine how instructional efforts might lead to scholarly contributions. Many 

fields such as chemistry, education, engineering, and marketing have journals 
that provide excellent outlets for related scholarly efforts. If you have developed 
innovations in teaching/learning, particularly in the areas of active learning 
(internships, service learning, study abroad, and undergraduate or graduate 
research) that you would like to share with your colleagues, we will be happy to 
consider publishing your work in All Things Texas Tech. See the footnote below 
for getting in touch with us. 

• Choose wisely your scholarly and research interests, and focus areas. Pick 
areas, topics, and projects where you can make important contributions. Give 
consideration to collaborations with well-established scholars and researchers. 
See how you might engage in interdisciplinary efforts that embrace your 
background and talents. Look and apply for grants that could support your 
research and scholarly work, as well as undergraduate and graduate students 
who can engage in research. Use the services of the Office of Research Services 
and the area of faculty development in the Office of the Vice President for 
Research to assist in grant development efforts. 

• Present papers at first-rate venues, including meetings of well-recognized 
scholarly organizations. 

• Publish articles in top-tier journals. If your area of scholarship emphasizes the 
publication of original work in books, seek out the very best university or 
commercial presses for publication. Robert Mandel, managing director of the 
Texas Tech University Press, and his staff can provide some sage advice along 
the way. If your scholarly work is in the areas of visual or performing arts, seek 
advice on creative scholarship from mentors at Texas Tech or other major 
research universities. 

• Develop a plan for rendering service to the university, professional organizations, 
and society. In most tenure-based units, there are light expectations for university 
service at the assistant professor level, but service expectations should not be 
nil. Choose university assignments wisely. Think about enlarging your 
commitments as you become tenured and anticipate promotion to full professor. 
After joining and participating in one or more professional organizations, think 
about seeking a place on organizational service committees or running for office. 
Consider service on editorial boards of noted journals. Seek out outreach 
opportunities through service-learning courses or scholarly efforts that contain 
unique engagement efforts. 

• Keep your chair and dean informed of notable accomplishments in teaching, 
research/scholarship/creative activities, and outreach/service. As Provost, I have 
asked the deans to keep me informed so that we may suitably acknowledge your 
successes either through publication or university awards. 

• Seek ways to integrate all of your efforts at Texas Tech. Ask for pointers from 
your chair and trusted colleagues. Place the topic of integrated scholarship on 
the agenda for a future faculty meeting. 

 

Summarizing, we have reviewed some characterizing traits of integrated scholarship 
and Integrated Faculty Scholars. We also have offered examples of twelve Texas 



Tech faculty members who personify integrated scholarship. Finally, we have 
presented some suggestions for organizing one's thinking about Integrated Faculty 
Scholars. In another article in this issue, one of us (Smith, 2012) offers some advice 
to faculty in tenure-track positions—faculty who are thinking about effective 
approaches to tenure. The advice emanates largely from the recently revised and 
adopted (by the Board of Regents) OP (32.01) for Promotion and Tenure Standards 
and Procedures. Tenure-track and tenured TTU faculty members should note how 
the university through OP 32.01 has now elaborated much more carefully what is 
desired in teaching, research, and outreach/service excellence to earn tenure and 
promotion. As you read through OP 32.01, you should also perceive similarities with 
the characteristics of integrated scholarship contained within this article. It is no 
accident! As always, let us know what you think, either through e-mail or snail mail. 
If you craft a thought-provoking piece, we'll consider it for publication in All Things 
Texas Tech. Ideas and suggestions are welcome and can be directed to 
bob.smith@ttu.edu or rachel.l.pierce@ttu.edu. 
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Remembrance and Celebration 
of the Life of Sandra Arlene 
River 
Written and produced by colleagues and friends of Sandy River 
 
From Dean Don Dyal 

On May 12, 2012, the Texas Tech University (TTU) academic community lost one of 
its most devoted members—Sandra Arlene River—better known to her colleagues, 
friends, and relatives as Sandy River. Indeed, several of these admirers have gotten 
together to honor Sandy's memory and document their thoughts and feelings in this 
work that we hope will be available in perpetuity for those who may wish to emulate 
Sandy's unselfish devotion to one of the most notable institutions on the Llano 
Estacado. 

For the record, Sandy River, a longtime TTU librarian and past president of the 
Faculty Senate, passed away on Saturday, May 12, 2012, at the age of 62. She was 
born on February 22, 1950, in Lakeview, Minnesota, to the late Walt and Eunice 
River. Her education included a BA in political science from Mankato State College 
(1972), an AA (legal assistant) from North Hennepin Community College (1976), an 
MS in library science from the University of North Texas (1990), and an MA in 
philosophy from Texas Tech University (1993). Sandy moved to Lubbock and began 
working at TTU Libraries in 1977. Throughout the years, she worked as head of 
current periodicals/microforms, acting head of acquisitions, information services 
librarian, and liaison for English, philosophy, and women's studies. Since 2003, 
Sandy was the public services librarian in the Architecture Library. 

Sandy was active in professional organizations at the state and national levels. Her 
honors included the Association of College and Research Libraries Women's 
Studies Section Career Achievement Award in 2007. She was selected as a Texas 
Library Association Tall Texan (Texas Accelerated Library Leadership Institute) in 
1998. Sandy had a distinguished career of service to Texas Tech. She was active in 
the Women's Studies Council and Advisory Board; she served in the Faculty Senate 
(1995-1998, 2007-2012), including terms as president and parliamentarian. She was 
recently elected as Faculty Senate secretary for 2012-2013. Sandy is survived by 
her partner of fifteen years, Brian Quinn of Lubbock, and her brother, Walt River of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

  

From Professor and Faculty Senator Lewis Held 
Sandy loved people. That is what compelled her into so many service roles. She 
wanted to help others be more successful, more effective, and more fulfilled. Sandy 
radiated serenity. When she spoke, her voice was often so quiet that you had to 



strain to hear her, but when you listened to what she had to say, it was always 
relevant, insightful, and wise. Indeed, if there were a word to summarize the 
impression Sandy made on many of us, it would be wisdom. She was wise well 
beyond her years. She had few regrets and no grudges, even with regard to people 
who had mistreated her in one way or another. She somehow managed to rise 
above the pettiness that governs most of our lives. She was bigger than that. Such a 
big heart in such a humble person! She would have laughed if anyone told her that 
she reminded her or him of a saint. But, in truth, she was. 

  

From Esther Sundell Lichti 
Sandy River was, for many years, an integral part of the Women's Studies Program 
at Texas Tech. She served the program as library liaison, using her professional 
expertise as a librarian to build the TTU Libraries' print and multimedia holdings in 
women's, feminist, and gender studies, and advising faculty from a variety of 
disciplines in research in those areas. She assisted the program's director and 
coordinator through her participation on the program's advisory board and as an 
affiliate faculty member, lending her wisdom and counsel where and when they 
mattered most. She didn't weigh in on every topic, but when she did, we learned we 
had better stop and listen. She did not confine her work in women's studies to this 
campus, but actively engaged with and was recognized by disciplinary groups in her 
own professional organizations. Perhaps most importantly, she was never too busy 
to help a student working on a research project: listening patiently, asking the right 
question to prompt the student to think more deeply, and finally, teaching the student 
how to use the Libraries' resources to find her own answers not only for this 
particular project but for future assignments. 

Sandy as a friend had the great gift of being able to listen, to know when advice was 
wanted and when it wasn't (even though you might really have benefited from it), 
and to make you laugh. She did me the honor of saying I brought light into her life at 
a very dark time and returned the favor when I most needed it. I admired her 
strength, her ability to see the world and herself clearly, and most of all, her courage 
to ask for help when she needed it and celebrate when she could stand-alone again. 
She was passionate about her family and partner, about keeping in touch with 
friends, about celebrating holidays, and about serving her university community. We 
are all the poorer for her passing. 

  

From Librarian Jon Hufford 
In remembering Sandy River, the first thoughts that come to my mind are her 
intelligence, her ability to accomplish a great deal of work in a short period of time, 
and her willingness to go out of her way to help others. She had a degree of innate 
intelligence that not many are endowed with, and that intelligence was honed 
through many years of devotion in the pursuit of the ideals of the liberal education 
side of academe. She was always actively involved in whatever she did and took on 
leadership roles regularly, not because she was so very ambitious but rather 
because her colleagues, recognizing her quick understanding of issues and very 



excellent speaking skills, wanted her to be their leader. 

Sandy was totally supportive of and involved in the educational values and goals of 
Texas Tech University. She had served for a number of years on the Faculty Senate 
as member, secretary, and president, and had accomplished much for the faculty 
and the university during those years. Sandy had also participated for many years in 
Texas Tech University's Women's Studies Program, served as the program's library 
liaison, and was a member of the Women's Studies Advisory Board. 

She contributed to the library in the same way she contributed to Texas Tech 
University. Not many of her colleagues were able to accomplish the same amount of 
work she did, and her work was always governed by careful thinking. Sandy served 
on several library faculty committees. Recently, she chaired the library's Promotion 
and Tenure Committee, where she led the efforts to revise promotion and tenure 
documents and to review the candidacies of several librarians for tenure and 
promotion and the annual reviews of untenured librarians. The year of her tenure as 
chair on this committee was a particularly busy one. 

Apart from her campus and library contributions, she was also an active citizen in 
other communities. In particular, Sandy participated over a period of several years in 
the Association of College and Research Libraries' Women's Studies Section. In 
2007 she received the Achievement in Women's Studies Librarianship Award. In 
announcing her award, the association noted that Sandy had been a former chair of 
the Women's Studies Section and that she had been a "shining star in the 
profession and particularly the Women's Studies Section, having served on every 
committee in the Section." 

  

From Library Professional Deb Moore 
Sandy and I had a corresponding friendship, in that we wrote to each other at least 
once a week (real letters!) for over 40 years. We'd met as students at, what was 
then, Mankato State College. Before Sandy graduated, we discovered we both 
enjoyed writing letters. So it began. We saw each other in person every so often 
over the years, but it was in the writing that I came to know her. 

Sandy was the brightest person I've ever known as shown by her many degrees and 
achievements in the public record. But she wasn't just "book smart," she was also 
"people smart." 

Just a few of the things I learned from Sandy as we chatted about our lives: 

• One need not speak to be heard 
• Far better to be known as a thinking person than as a reactionary one (careful speech 

is important) 
• Choosing to look for the best in people and situations is a helpful trait, and it doesn't 

cost a thing 
• Listening to someone is more important than "fixing" them 
• Things in life are important but shouldn't be taken too seriously 
• Laughter and a sense of humor (especially humor a bit on the twisted side) really can 

be the best medicine 



• Unconditional love and friendship is a rare gift – give often 
 

None of the above came easily for me, but Sandy lived them effortlessly. 

It's over three months that she's been gone. I still can't believe she's not somewhere 
in the Architecture Library, swamped with the first few weeks of classes, and so tired 
in the evening that she's put off letter writing for a time. I miss her so. But, when the 
sadness comes, I try to remember Tennyson's line in Ulysses, "I am a part of all that 
I have met," and how that so fits the gift Sandy was. For me and for many others 
(she'd have been surprised!), the person Sandy was, is and will be with us in many 
ways. And for that, I am grateful. 

  

From Library Professionals Bill and Donna McDonald 
She lived life as if each day was a blessing; a gift—not to be squandered on 
egotistical "me" efforts or meaningless banter. 

Our dear friend of over thirty years lived and practiced oneness of life. Sandy saw 
herself as interconnected with everyone and treated him or her with equal 
consideration and respect. 

For Sandy each conversation was an opportunity to help anyone in her or his thirst 
for knowledge. She often went much deeper than what was expected from the 
questioner; fulfilling the primary objective and opening new avenues to be examined. 
She dedicated her life toward advancement of pure knowledge. 

She was strong in mind, body, and soul. Sandy could be outspoken at times, but her 
sincerity and thoughtfulness made her approachable and easy to talk to. Always 
learning through Sandy's insightful discussions one could readily reach sound and 
just solutions to seemingly difficult and complex issues. 

A selfless charitable person, Sandy was deeply immersed in civic and professional 
stewardship. She gave effortlessly of her time and resources toward the 
advancement of women in the Lubbock area. Those on the receiving end of her 
philanthropy will sorely miss her selfless dedication. 

Within academia her dedication to higher education was yet again a way of giving, 
as Sandy served devotedly as Faculty Senate president. Beyond these additional 
duties she was exceptional at performing comfortably in her "realm" as faculty 
librarian specializing in architecture. 

Professional, steadfast, trustworthy, loyal confidante—these are the epitome of what 
we should all strive to achieve . . . Sandy not only embodied these qualities but 
taught them by example. 

She will always be colleague, mentor, supporter, and teacher. Most important of all, 
Sandy River was our friend. God speed. 

  



From Archivist Monte L. Monroe 
Sandy River will be missed by many faculty, staff, and students at Texas Tech 
University when the Fall 2012 semester begins. In early May 2012 her keen intellect, 
strength, and thoughtful spirit slipped away as a result of complications during a 
routine surgical treatment. A few days before her procedure, Sandy spent an 
enjoyable interlude supporting her friend and colleague, Dr. Diane Warner, in 
hosting the "Conference on the James Sowell Family Collection in Literature, 
Community, and the Natural World" at the Southwest Collection/Special Collections 
Library (editor's note: see also the ATTT Note in this issue). The conclave brought to 
campus the top writers in the field, engaging them in intellectual studies with faculty 
and students from the Honors and English departments. Sandy relished such 
scholarly campus events. She even stayed late to clean up after the conference. 
The occasion was the last time many colleagues would see her. 

For over three decades Sandy River was a pivotal member of the Texas Tech 
libraries and university faculty. Her services to the Tech community are too 
numerous to delineate in a short eulogy. She was elected president of the Faculty 
Senate, served as parliamentarian, and was recently elected to serve as secretary 
of that body. Her peers at Tech and nationally highly respected Sandy. She strongly 
supported the Women's Studies Program and for the last decade had been a 
mainstay at the Architecture Library, assisting students with research. But what did 
such duties entail; who was Sandy River, really? 

For the author of this brief tribute she was a friend, trusted colleague, and patient 
mentor. During the 1980s, students in Professor George Flynn's feared historical 
methods class spent countless hours in the library tracking every type of historical 
resource, from government documents to microform histories. There was no 
accessible Internet then, only wooden card catalogues, and the beginnings of a 
mysterious computerized database. In those days, before technology, highly 
competent personnel were ensconced at a reference station near the book return 
area. It took only one request there to discover that Sandy River was a gifted, clever, 
and determined reference librarian. Anytime classmates had trouble excavating an 
obscure resource, Sandy was ever ready to assist. When desperate, one prayed 
that she would be on duty. Numerous "professional" historians now recall following 
Sandy's energetic form darting here and there through the stacks in search of some 
elusive tract. She never wavered until an item was found. Over the years many 
administrators, faculty, staff, and students experienced the same professionalism, 
intellectual passion, and tenaciousness while working with Sandy. One moment she 
was helping a student, the next assisting the provost in updating the university 
operating procedures, always she provided thoughtful and respected leadership in 
the libraries and the senate, and constantly, quietly, she inspired all in her 
determination to beat the specter of cancer. Then—in an instant—she vanished, 
leaving a void of talent and selflessness, which those who knew, respected, 
admired, and loved her, will miss forever. 

  

From Librarian Susie Sappington 
Sandy and I were friends for almost thirty-five years. During the last twenty of those 



years she sent me a handwritten letter every week. Even with the advent of email 
she insisted that we continue to write, because email is no substitute for a letter. My 
friend stood by her principles, and as a result, I have a treasure box filled with her 
letters. 

Sandy was a remarkable human being and the perfect friend. We had many good 
times together, and supported each other through the hard times: the deaths of our 
parents, the birth of my child, relationship changes, professional difficulties, and two 
years of Saturdays as we sat through our library science program. I admired her 
intelligence and her strength of character; she knew who she was and what she 
believed. She was uncompromising in her principles. Sandy was a highly disciplined 
person with strong ethical standards that she held to unfailingly. I remember her as a 
good listener who taught by example and managed to hold people accountable 
without being judgmental, and who gave advice only when asked. She was thrifty, 
but generous and open hearted, with a delightful laugh and a wonderful sense of 
humor. 

And Sandy was always a grownup, no matter what happened. She said the only 
control we have over what life brings us is how we choose to react. When she got 
her cancer diagnosis she wrote: 

"I don't think this is going to kill me. I do think I'm not going to like much of it though, 
and one of my hopes is that I don't lose my general good humor. I'm hoping I can 
always find something amusing." 

Well, the cancer didn't kill her, at least not directly, and she never lost her sense of 
humor, even when the treatments were truly awful. She kicked her Midwestern 
adaptability into high gear and proceeded to live her life on her own terms. She 
stayed active in her profession and fully engaged in living her life until her last day 
on this earth. She ran her race; she fought the good fight; she kept faith with herself 
and with those who loved her. Rest in peace, sweet sister, you've earned your rest. 

  

From Professor Richard Meek 
There are many brilliant and talented colleagues at Texas Tech University but only a 
few who make one look forward to returning to work each day. Sandy River was one 
of those. Not that we saw each other that often. Her office was over in the library in 
the College of Architecture and mine in the School of Music. I always anticipated 
attending meetings where we were both in attendance to enjoy her ready smile, 
throaty laugh, and calm demeanor. Sandy would usually sit quietly, eyes marking 
each participant's contribution, then in a few words make a comment clarifying an 
issue with a question or summation, often keeping us on track. In private 
discussions before a meeting I was always amused when mentioning a particular 
problem to be addressed I would hear the familiar chuckle and "Well . . . perhaps we 
ought to . . . " 

I did not get to know Sandy long. We first met when I began a term on the Faculty 
Senate, and she was the reigning president. I use that term deliberately as her term 
began with more than the usual demands. The Faculty Senate coordinator was 
hospitalized for much of the fall session and unable to provide all the usual senate 



office services. In addition she began her term the year of President Bailey's arrival 
and with the selection of a new provost underway. Bailey immediately had her 
assigned to the Provost Search Committee, and the Revenue Enhancement and 
Allocation (REA) Task Force. The REA Task Force was the beginning of the major 
evaluation of the university structure as a whole. It helped produce a twelve year 
plan for the development of Tech into a Tier One university by developing goals, and 
by identifying the Responsibility Center Management (RCM) budget model as the 
best decentralized budgetary structure to meet those goals. There quickly came 
many other committees involved in the university restructuring, such as the Strategic 
Planning Council and the RCM committee, that as Faculty Senate liaison, she 
continued work from her past term as president. These were in addition to the many 
committees the senate president normally belongs such as the Library Committee, 
the Chancellor's Outstanding Teaching Awards, the Horn Professor Selection 
Committee (ex officio), and the Provost Council. Sandy was also a member of the 
Women's Studies Advisory Board. 

Sandy was an exceptionally well-organized individual. It was my privilege to have 
President River not only pass the gavel as president of the Faculty Senate but 
provide a complete dossier of the committees and schedule of duties of the office. 
Not wanting to lose her command of institutional history I was pleased she accepted 
to serve as parliamentarian during my tenure in office. We continued to work 
together also as officers of the Tech chapter of the American Association of 
University Professors (AAUP). On one particular meeting she was unable to attend 
as secretary and asked me to record the proceedings for the minutes. I recall turning 
in a short number of notes for what I thought a rather boring meeting only to find 
upon reading her minutes at the next meeting that the previous session was 
evidently quite fascinating. 

Sandy River exhibited the indomitable spirit of a cancer survivor and played a 
significant role in the development of our university. Many others and I will miss her 
presence tremendously but treasure her memory. How many others? A memorial 
service for Sandy will be held on Friday, October 12, 2012, between 3:00 p.m. and 
4:30 p.m. in Kent R. Hance Chapel on the Texas Tech University campus. Come 
see. 

  

From Librarian Diane Warner 
Just a week before she passed away, I introduced Sandy to David Quammen, a 
writer who spoke at the Sowell Collection Conference, and I said, as I always did, 
"This is my good friend Sandy." I told David that Sandy had been on the conference 
steering committee because I wanted to acknowledge her role in the conference's 
success. Sandy demurred, insisting she hadn't done very much. But she had, in fact, 
done a great deal. Months earlier, when I asked Sandy to help me, she agreed, but 
said she wasn't sure what she could do that would be of any use. She'd do anything 
I wanted, except make phone calls. As I remember it, my reply was: "When I'm 
completely stressed, and we both know I will be, you can help by giving me a good 
talking to." That's what she did. I called her frequently during the months leading up 
to the conference, and I was in her office in the Architecture Library at least four or 
five times in the two weeks immediately preceding it, just talking out my worries—



travel, publicity, menus for the banquet, oh my! Each time she listened, 
sympathized, told me it would probably all work out fine, and if some things went 
wrong, well, not everything was under my control anyway! Each time we visited, she 
sent me away with the feeling that I should, and could, get over it and get on with it. 

Just a week before she passed away, Sandy was active, engaged, smiling, 
participating in the intellectual life of the university, being a friend, supporting me 
during each conference day. She attended almost every Sowell Collection 
Conference event, including the banquet, where she could not eat, and the entire 
day of paper sessions on Saturday. I sat beside her during many of the sessions 
and was so grateful that she came even on her day off. 

On Friday, May 4, when I left Sandy's room in ICU to try to get some work done at 
the SWC/SCL, I found an envelope with her handwriting in my inbox. In the days 
between the conference and her last procedure, Sandy found time to send me a 
copy of Utne Reader with an article about one of the Sowell Collection writers, and 
her note asked if I was rested yet from the work of conference duties. 

Sandy always had time for those small gestures of friendship. I know I wasn't alone 
in receiving these kind gifts and attentions. When I went to tell another campus 
colleague of Sandy's death, she told me that Sandy had appeared in her doorway 
unannounced one day, with a present, and singing "Happy Birthday." Just thinking of 
that makes me smile. 

Sandy River was a good friend. At times, I hear her voice still talking to me. Still 
telling me to get over it and get on with it. Her death, so early, is a tragedy, but 
sharing her life and her enthusiasm for living was a joy. I have missed her these past 
months and know I will continue to miss her—when I write a letter or report that 
needs a critical eye, when I have a question about library P&T procedures, when 
new movies come out that she might want to see, or when my favorite college 
basketball team loses a critical game. (Sandy would call me after a loss, saying, 
"Those boys can't expect to win if they can't shoot free throws, and the turnovers!" 
And then she'd laugh.) I'm grateful to have known her. With her other dear friends 
and family, I mourn her loss. 

  

Summary by Provost Bob Smith 
For those who knew her and those who did not have the privilege, a picture of 
Sandy River emerges from the above testimonies. It is a portrait of a wise person—
someone who was not only a lifetime learner but also one who used learning to care 
for and serve others. Sandy's portrayal is also one of great humility, honesty, 
kindness, and a keen sense of humor. Indeed, Sandy would likely have appreciated 
the comic Mort Sahl who proclaimed that it is too bad that you miss your memorial 
service because so many people say such nice things about you. And, you usually 
only miss it by a couple of days! 

In honoring and celebrating Sandy's life we have taken a significant amount of time 
to be thoughtful and caring in casting our reflections and understanding of a 
extraordinary former member of the Texas Tech and world communities. Sandy's life 
has left an indelibly positive mark on the souls of many of us. As noted by Richard 



Meek, we hope to further honor and celebrate her contributions next October 12 
between 3:00 and 4:30 p.m. in the Kent R. Hance Chapel, just a few yards 
southeast of the Alumni Association Complex on the TTU campus. We hope that 
many of our colleagues and Sandy's friends will join us on that date and at that 
memorial event. 
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Epilogue 
Editor's Note: After the October 12, 2012, memorial service (attended by more than 
200 colleagues and friends of Sandy River), we encouraged contributors to the 
service to share their thoughts in a revised version of the original article. This 
epilogue provides documentation from the leader of the service, Dr. Jerry Koch, 
Professor of Sociology, Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work, 
TTU. 

Welcome and Introduction. Thank you for being here this afternoon. This is the 
start, really, of a process that honors the life and love of Sandy River. We'll have 
some time now for stories, music, and pictures. We'll follow from here across the 
way to a reception in her honor at the McKenzie-Merket Center. More stories to be 
sure. And on your way out, you'll get a flyer announcing a scholarship that's been 
set up in her name. Sandy's legacy continues as we contribute to learning. 

We begin with an audiovisual presentation from Sandy's friends and colleagues at 
the library. 

From Here. Brian and I got together a couple of weeks ago to talk through what this 
day would be about. And I asked him how he was doing. He told me someone had 
given him a Buddhist fable that he said seemed to help. It goes like this: 

One day, we are told, a woman who had lost her son came to the Buddha, still deep 
in grief over his death. The Buddha told her to go to each house in the village and to 
get a grain of rice from each home in which no tears had ever been shed. The 
woman set out on her mission; she visited each house in the village; but, of course, 



she didn't get a single grain of rice. So, he went to the next village, and the next; she 
was gone for almost a week, and finally, she returned to the Buddha. She hadn't 
received a single grain of rice for her bowl. 

Love and loss are universal experiences. They are two sides of the same coin. If 
loss were not inevitable, we would grow complacent in our love until it was lost, as 
well. 

We all know that today isn't the first, or certainly the last, time we will experience 
these emotions. And every time we do this, two questions come to mind. Specifically 
today: "How am I a better person because I knew Sandy?" "How is our world 
stronger because Sandy lived?" 

As to the first—I am better because Sandy was humble. 

Academics spend a lot of time, it seems, running around with our thumbs in the air, 
calling attention to this great big plum they just pulled out of the pie. It seems we 
forget that when even our greatest achievements go back into the pie, they make 
the whole much stronger than the sum of its parts. Sandy's accomplishments in the 
academy were many, various, and significant. They all went back into the pie, where 
she knew they belonged. Every time. Every single time! Perhaps you noticed in the 
slideshow there was a picture of Sandy holding a framed certificate. That was her 
career achievement award from the Association of College and Research Libraries 
Women's Studies Section. The scanning and projecting of the picture largely 
washed out the details. I rather think that would be her preference. 

It's kind of a paradox. We show our best when we bear witness to Sandy's humility. 

As to the second question—Our world is stronger because of Sandy's courage. 

This was very obvious, of course, in her cancer fight, and through the rigors and 
risks of treatment. But I think all of that reflected the courage that seemed at the 
core of her being. 

I was on the Faculty Senate when Sandy was elected president. I remember the first 
meeting of her term, which was also the first time President Bailey addressed the 
body. His presentation brought up a lot of issues, which were pretty important to the 
faculty. When he finished, I think it was Lewis Held that asked a rather pointed 
question. And I remember thinking that, if he wanted to, the president could give a 
helpful and direct answer. When he hesitated, I saw Sandy give him a look from the 
podium as if to say, "Well?" So he talked for another couple of minutes addressing 
the question—but not answering it. Then he sat down. His thumb in the air! At which 
point Sandy straightened to her full height of 4 foot 14 and gave him a more muted 
version of that same look. With a few well-chosen words, she very deftly made room 
for him to finally answer the question without losing face. Which to his credit, he did. 
At that point Guy Bailey and Sandy River caught each other's eye, and they both 
gave a little nod of mutual respect. 

Our world is stronger because Sandy was brave. 

Librarians are a lot like pharmacists. They know a whole lot more than they are 
generally asked to share. So when you do ask, you really learn something. I will go 
from here just a bit more likely to let humility win out in my life: to be braver than I 



might otherwise because of what I learned from knowing Sandy, and respecting her 
work and way of life. 

We will move from here in a minute to the reception across the way. And don't forget 
about the scholarship. But now, for a moment or two, please join me in reflective 
meditation. 

Reflective Meditation and Benediction. Our spirits converge in the experience of 
love and loss. We draw strength from the courage that comes from loving and from 
sharing grief together. We honor love's blessing with humble gratitude. 

Amen. 

For Sandy, 

Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; return no one 
evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; 
honor all people; love and serve ... and, as Sandy taught us, "Show some 
enthusiasm!" 
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A Letter to Tenure-Track & Tenured Faculty Members 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
 On May 18, 2012, the Texas Tech University System (TTUS) Board of 

Regents approved a significantly revised version of the Operating Policy and 

Procedure (OP) 32.01: Promotion and Tenure Standards and Procedures. 

Knowing that an OP is not the liveliest reading material, but knowing too how 

important OP 32.01 is in the lives of tenure-track and tenured faculty members 

(most importantly those who will seek promotion from associate professor to 

professor), I wanted to share some perspectives from a provost (in the case of 

TTU, provost and senior vice president [PSVP]) who has been involved in tenure 

and promotion decisions in more than 1,500 cases across five research universities. 

At end, I will suggest that all TTU faculty members read the newly revised and all-

important OP 32.01, which affects not only untenured faculty members and those 

seeking promotion to professor, but also those tenured professors who sit in 

judgment of their colleagues. 

 

Applicability 
 The newly revised OP 32.01 is only strictly applicable to faculty members 

who are hired or placed in a tenure track after its approval. Thus, it will affect the 

professional lives most directly of faculty members who join TTU in the fall of 

2012. But, faculty members whose employment or appointment in a tenure track 

preceded May 18, 2012, may choose to be reviewed according to the new policy 

and procedures. An individual faculty person need only declare a preference (the 

former 32.01 versus the newly revised 32.01) at the time of action guided under 

one or the other OP (e.g., review for tenure in the fall of 2012). 
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Background 
 An interest in revising OP 32.01 began in the Faculty Senate during 2008-

2009 under the leadership of President Sandy River. Sadly and ironically, President 

River passed away (see eulogy in this issue of ATTT) just seven days prior to the 

OP’s approval on May 18, 2012. In the interim period, President River remained as 

a faithful advocate for revision (including her Faculty Senate service as 

parliamentarian and secretary) until the time of her death. This paper is dedicated 

to her memory. 

 The Faculty Senate’s wish that OP 32.01 become a clearer and more 

thorough—therefore a more professional document—has been affected in the 

judgment of colleagues at all levels, including the TTUS Board of Regents. 

Specifically, during the lengthy review process, the revised OP was discussed 

exhaustively by the Senate’s Faculty Status and Welfare Committee, the Faculty 

Senate, President Bailey and members of his executive team, the Provost Office 

senior staff (esp. Senior Vice Provost Rob Stewart, who performed yeoman’s work 

in leading deliberations between TTU administration and the Faculty Senate to 

insure shared governance), tenure-line faculty members, general counsel and 

TTUS staff, and TTUS Chancellor Kent Hance. The Faculty Senate adopted a 

supportive resolution on May 12, 2011, and re-ratified their action more than once 

during 2011-2012, when general counsel brought forth proposed language 

revisions. Overall, the process at times was challenging, but in the end patience 

and good will overcame differences and potential misunderstandings. 

 

The Changes Implemented with the Newly Revised 32.01 
 As noted above, the newly revised OP 32.01 is a more thorough and 

professional document, with directives for improved evaluations and processes as 

follows: 
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 • Uniform third-year review: Departments and colleges were not uniformly 

employing third-year reviews, which are extremely valuable aids to faculty 

members in tenure tracks. The third-year review should inform the tenure-track 

faculty member whether she or he is making good progress with favorable 

prospects for tenure given consistent accomplishments in teaching, research, and 

professional service and outreach. When progress is satisfactory, the tenure-track 

faculty person is offered solid encouragement to stay the course. In the cases of 

alternative results—need for improvement or not making satisfactory progress—

guidance can be offered by a department chair or dean about the need for 

significant improvement in case of the former assessment. In the latter case, the 

faculty person will most likely receive a terminal year contract, which is a 

traumatic experience, but one that would be worse, assuming a tenure denial three 

years hence. In problem cases, the deans know that provost staff members stand 

ready to assist with advice or other aid. In cases of favorable or guarded outcomes 

(i.e., need for improvement), documentation of annual reviews and third-year 

reviews must become part of the dossiers submitted for tenure and promotion. 

 • Early tenure: Much clearer guidelines are offered for faculty members 

contemplating early tenure along with college-level administrators who may be 

considering positively recommending tenure before the sixth year in a tenure track. 

In general, the message in OP 32.01 is this: If you wish to come up for early 

tenure, your record should be as strong as or stronger than the faculty person being 

considered in their up-or-out sixth year. 

 • Submission of dossiers: All materials submitted in support of tenure and 

promotion decisions are required in electronic versions only. This directive saves 

paper and improves efficiency, since files (previously contained in multiple boxes) 

do not have to be carted from place to place during review processes. 

 • Role of the Vice President for Research: The vice president (or senior 

vice president) for research (VPR), at the discretion of the PSVP, may participate 



All Things Texas Tech, 4 (2), September 2012. 
 

  4 

in review of dossiers, akin to that of the academic vice provosts. However, the 

VPR and vice provosts do not vote relative to the PSVP’s recommendations to the 

president. 

 • Teaching, Research and Creative Activity, and Professional Service: 

Faculty members’ contributions in the areas of teaching, research and creative 

activity, and professional outreach and service are carefully and much more 

thoroughly delineated in the revised OP 32.01. For example, under teaching, 

faculty members are now judged not just on student teaching evaluations but also 

peer review of teaching effectiveness. Contributions to graduate education must 

also be documented where applicable. The roles of faculty members in traditional 

and nontraditional learning situations are codified, including—for example—

faculty contributions to study-abroad programs. Regarding faculty members’ 

efforts in research and creative activities, recognition is accorded to a wider range 

of accomplishments, including (where appropriate) grant-getting efforts, the 

development of intellectual property as reflected in patent or equivalent 

commercialization efforts, and other scholarly efforts such curatorships, and 

artistic productions and performances. In the area of professional services, a wide 

array of outreach and engagement efforts are referred to, including services within 

and external to TTU. Overall, the significant recognition of a balance among the 

teaching, research and creative activity, and professional service efforts clearly 

reflect the institution’s adoption in principle of the Integrated Scholar approach to 

faculty development (Smith et al., 2012). 

 • Peer Review: This is a very important part of the OP that merits careful 

attention.  In effect, it emphasizes that the University looks closely at the authority, 

expertise, and objectivity of external reviewers—three of whom—whenever 

appropriate—being affiliated with TTU’s national peer or aspirational peer 

universities. 
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 Summarizing, we now have in place a clearer, more thorough, and more 

professional set of directives and guidelines for considering candidates for 

promotion and tenure. While it behooves all candidates for promotion and tenure to 

peruse OP 32.01, I hope this epistle will make the job easier. For others, my hope 

is that those who are not or who will not be subject to changes in OP 32.01 may 

become more conversant in the kinds of changes we have affected through a shared 

governance process—changes that should serve us well as TTU continues its 

progress toward Tier One status. As always, I welcome your comments, which 

should be directed to bob.smith@ttu.edu.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bob Smith 

Provost and Senior Vice President 

 
 

 
Addendum—Articles Referenced in the Letter 

 
Colleagues, Friends, and Relatives. “Remembrance and Celebration of the Life of 

Sandra Arlene River.” All Things Texas Tech 4 (2) 2012, September 2012; 
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/attt/2012/09/sandyriver.php.  

Smith, Bob, Rachel Pierce, and Scott Irlbeck. “Texas Tech Integrated Faculty 
Scholars—2012.” All Things Texas Tech 4 (2) 2012, September 2012; 
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/attt/2012/09/integratedscholars.php.  
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Study Abroad Programs Continue to Advance at Texas Tech  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Written and produced by Bob Smith, Tibor Nagy, Rachel Pierce, and Scott 

Irlbeck 

“I could show pictures of me with the Pyramids, or Eiffel Tower, but like the 

monuments and the things you see while you’re abroad, that’s really secondary to . 

. . the intellectual journey that you take while you’re abroad.  . . . I think it’s an 

interesting idea that students go thousands of miles away from everything they 

know to actually learn more about themselves . . . that’s an interesting idea, but it’s 

true.” 

—Seth Sartain (1988-  ), Spanish and Chemistry Major, 2012 

  TTU Alumnus who completed three study abroad 

programs while a Texas Tech—the first at the TTU 

Center in Seville, Spain, a second in Cairo, Egypt, and a 

third in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 

“You learn so much about yourself when you’re abroad.  I was an 

independent student . . . my parents didn’t pamper me.  They didn’t come with me.  

I didn’t have any friends that went with me.” 

—Jessica Stockford (1990- ), Animal Science Major, 2012 

TTU Alumna who completed a study abroad program at 

the University of Brisbane on the east coast of Australia. 
 

Texas Tech University (TTU) made considerable progress in 2011-2012 

developing study abroad opportunities for students.  The opportunities also extend 
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to TTU faculty members who dedicate considerable creativity and energy to 

making study abroad programs maximally beneficial to our students and the 

University.  And, now that contributions to teaching involving active learning 

activities (such as study abroad) are formally acknowledged in TTU’s Promotion 

and Tenure Policy and Procedures (OP 32.01) (Smith, 2012), there should be even 

greater incentives for faculty to consider participation in study abroad programs.  

Thanks largely to faculty support, for the first time in TTU’s history, close to 1,000 

students have participated in study abroad programs during the 2011-2012 

academic year.  This article highlights some recent study abroad efforts that could 

have long-term benefits to the TTU academic community. 

Reims and the Université de Reims Champagne-Ardenne 
The Department of Classical and Modern Languages and Literatures 

(CMLL) has long supported study abroad programs in France for students 

majoring or specializing in French language, literature, and culture.  This year, 

under the able direction of Associate Professor Carole Edwards (see also, Edwards, 

2012), the CMLL French summer program was conducted in Reims (90 miles 

northeast of Paris) with the cooperation of officials at Université de Reims 

Champagne-Ardenne (URCA).  The later institution provided high-quality gratis 

infrastructure support that assisted measurably in the overall quality of the 

program.  Moreover, discussions by one of us with URCA officials, suggests 

broader opportunities for collaborations, which will be pursued during the next 

academic year.  We salute Professor Edwards for spearheading this opportunity for 

TTU and its students and faculty members. 

University of Arkansas Rome Center 
A year’s worth of discussions and planning have born fruit relative to study 

abroad programs in Rome, Italy.  Through a recently approved Memorandum of 
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Understanding (MOU), TTU has become the fifth partner of the University of 

Arkansas (Fayetteville) Rome Center (UA Rome Center) Consortium, joining 

Auburn and Louisiana State Universities, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, and the 

University of Philadelphia.  During a recent visit to the UA Rome Center, one of us 

had the opportunity to tour the recently acquired facilities in the Palazzo Taverna, 

which is within ready walking distance to Vatican City.  The early nineteen-

century quarters of the UA Rome Center are spacious, elegantly decorated with 

copies of classic Roman frescos, and outfitted with modern telecommunications 

infrastructure and equipment—all overlooking a thirteen-century courtyard 

complete with fountain (UA Rome Center, 2012).  During the next three months, 

Ambassador Nagy will be heading a committee to vet a solicited group of 

proposals for study abroad programs at the UA Rome Center beginning in calendar 

2013.  The UA Rome Center Director (Davide Vitale), in talks this summer, 

welcomed such a prospect and is enthusiastic about TTU’s recent affiliation with 

the Center. 

In a related development, one of us had the privilege of joining TTU 

Visiting Assistant Professor Corby Kelly and a group of eighteen classics students 

who visited Rome at the same time that discussions were being held with UA 

Rome Center officials.  We are grateful to Professor Kelly and his efforts to craft a 

six-week joint study abroad program involving study in Rome (two weeks) and 

England and Scotland at Hadrian’s Wall (four weeks) where participating TTU 

students had a chance to engage in archaeological excavations that are supervised 

by CMLL Assistant Professor Chris Whitmore.  It is also edifying to report that 

while in Rome, Professor Kelly’s students were treated to an art tour organized by 

an outstanding art historian (Emilio DeGesso) associated with the UA Rome 

Center. 
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Prague and Programs Affiliated with the State University of New 

York 
 TTU has held study abroad programs in Prague, Czech Republic for more 

than eight years.  The Rawls College of Business (COB) was the pioneer in this 

effort, headed by Associate Professor John Masselli.  But, recently COB faculty 

members and students have joined with their counterparts from the Colleges of 

Architecture and Visual and Performing Arts (CVPA).  During a recent visit to 

Prague, one of us had an opportunity to meet and sign an MOU with officials of 

the University of New York (UNY) in Prague, for enhanced collaborations and 

partnerships.  The UNY system (officially the New York College Education 

Group) supports campuses in Athens, Prague, Thessaloniki (Greece), and Tirane 

(Albania) (with evolving programs in Belgrade, Serbia and Tiblisi, Georgia) and 

offers accredited programs through the State University of New York (SUNY) via 

Empire State College.  Our conversations both with UNY and SUNY colleagues 

suggest possibilities for enhanced exchanges (across the European campuses and 

TTU) and joint degree programs for undergraduate students.  These possibilities 

will be further discussed during the forthcoming months, with faculty shared-

governance groups (e.g., Colleges, Academic Council, Faculty Senate). 

 We would like to thank Professor John Masselli who expertly guided 

arrangements in Prague—arrangements that were assisted not only by COB faculty 

(including Associate Professor Bob McDonald) and staff (International 

Administrative Director Archie Pitsilides), but also faculty members from 

architecture (Assistant Professor Rima Alijuni and Professor Elizabeth Louden) 

and CVPA (Associate Professor of Theatre Linda Donahue). 

 

University of Surrey 
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 During the summer of 2011, one of us had a chance to visit the University of 

Surrey, a little over thirty miles southwest of London and only twenty minutes 

away from the capital city by rail.  Led by the recently Knighted and eminent 

engineering professor, Sir Christopher Snowden (Vice Chancellor and President), 

the University has been ranked among the top fifteen higher education institutions 

in England and supports outstanding faculty and programs in areas as diverse as 

biosciences, chemistry, economics, sociology, and tourism, along with civil 

engineering (especially water research), among others including faculties in arts 

and human sciences; business, economics and law; engineering and physical 

sciences; and health and medical sciences.  The campus offers a beautifully bucolic 

setting in Guilford near Wimbledon. 

We are now pleased to announce that the University of Surrey will become a 

key study abroad site for TTU students and faculty members through a critical 

faculty hire in the College of Arts & Sciences.  Peter Barta, Chair in Comparative 

Literature and Cultural Studies at Surrey during the past twelve years, has rejoined 

the TTU community as tenured professor in CMLL beginning this fall.  Professor 

Barta will be involved in teaching, research, and outreach on the Lubbock campus 

each fall but then each spring will teach and help coordinate study abroad for TTU 

students at the University of Surrey.  This arrangement builds on the special 

privileges accorded Professor Barta as a former chair at Surrey and a special 

relationship that is emerging between TTU and the University of Surrey through 

the good offices of President and Professor Sir Christopher Snowden. 

We look forward to collaborations among the CMLL and other departments 

in the College of Arts & Sciences along with additional TTU collegiate units, and 

the Office of International Affairs, through Ambassador Nagy, as new 

opportunities are uncovered for study abroad at the University of Surrey. 
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Ethiopia 
 One of the oldest and spectacularly beautiful nations in the world, yet in 

recent decades the one most frequently associated with the ravages of conflict and 

underdevelopment, Ethiopia is making great strides in establishing a modern 

university system to incorporate its very young population into nation building.  In 

just ten years this country of 100 million people, twice the size of Texas, has 

grown its higher education system from three national universities to thirty-one, 

covering all regions and major urban centers.  We recently participated with seven 

other US institutions in site visits to Addis Ababa, Bahar Dar, Axum, and Mekelle 

to explore study abroad and other collaborative opportunities with some of these 

pioneering universities.  One of them, Mekelle University, which was started at the 

base of a tree with a handful of students in 1990 when Ethiopia’s ex-Communist 

dictator was overthrown, now boasts over 30,000 students and a full range of 

colleges matching our own.  Mekelle has hosted groups of TTU Health Sciences 

Center (TTUHSC) medical students for several short-term programs, which 

allowed the TTUHSC students to view cases they would never see during their 

entire careers in the US.  This summer Dr. Gad Perry from the College of 

Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources used Mekelle as his base for teaching 

a session of “Tropical Ecology and Conservation” (NRM 4324).  Dr. Perry’s 

students spent three weeks with Ethiopian students traveling to all parts of the 

country—an unequaled learning and cultural experience. We now hope to develop 

additional study abroad options with some of Ethiopia’s other emerging 

universities, which will similarly benefit our students and their Ethiopian hosts. 

 In summary, the future for study abroad at TTU continues to develop and 

improve as our faculty and staff work together on expanded projects and new 

locations.  As always, please let us know what you think, either through e-mail or 
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snail mail.  If you craft a thought-provoking piece, we’ll consider it for publication 

in All Things Texas Tech (http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/attt/).  Ideas and 

suggestions are always welcome and can be directed to bob.smith@ttu.edu. 

Bibliography 
Edwards, Carole. “French Language and Culture Study-Abroad: Reims, France-

2012.” All Things Texas Tech 4 (2) 2012;  

Smith, Bob. “Integrated Scholars: You Will Find Many at Texas Tech.” All Things 

Texas Tech, 1 (2), September 2009; 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/attt/2009/09/integratedscholar.php. 

Smith, Bob and Katie Allen. “Texas Tech Integrated Scholars 2010.” All Things 

Texas Tech 2 (2) 2010; 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/attt/2010/09/integratedscholars.php. 

Smith, Bob, Katie Allen, and Scott Irlbeck. “Texas Tech Integrated Scholars 

2011.” All Things Texas Tech 3 (2) 2011; 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/attt/2011/09/integratedscholars.php  

Smith, Bob. “A Letter to Tenured and Tenure-Track Faculty.” All Things Texas 

Tech 4 (2) 2012;  

University of Arkansas Rome Center, 2012; http://www.arkrome.it/. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Bob Smith serves as Provost and Senior Vice President at Texas Tech University. 

Ambassador Tibor Nagy serves as Vice Provost for International Affairs at Texas 

Tech University. 

Rachel Pierce and Scott Irlbeck are Senior Editors of Research and Academic 

Communications at Texas Tech University.  

 

7/22/12 



All Things Texas Tech, 4 (2), September 2012. 

 1 

French Language and Culture Study-Abroad: Reims, 

France-2012 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Written and developed by Carole Edwards and her students 

“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
 

I took the one less traveled by, 
 

And that has made all the difference.” 
 

      —Robert Frost (1874-1963) 

       American poet and educator 

This summer twenty-eight Texas Tech University (TTU) students took the less-

traveled study-abroad road to Reims, France. They took a leap of faith to 

contextualize all that they had learned on campus. Immersion is probably the most 

active learning experience one will ever take, albeit intimidating. In their own 

words, they chose to describe different aspects of the French language and culture 

study. 

Danica King (business major) on stereotypes: “Our culture helps to 

define our perceptions and stereotypes. It is no secret that in the United States the 

French are often thought to be a society of stuck-up and unfriendly individuals. My 

first exposure to French culture was Disney’s picturesque village depicted in 

Beauty and the Beast. Clearly, all French people wear berets and carry baguettes, 

right? When I arrived in France fifteen years later, I had hoped to stay in a similar 

village full of beret-wearing, baguette-carrying French natives. Yet I found my 

preconceived notions to be only partially correct and little more than 

misconceptions. The French are set in their ways and true to their culture. But by 

studying abroad I have learned three main things about them. Showing an effort to 
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speak French and understand their customs goes a long way. The French do carry 

baguettes everywhere, but in their defense, baguettes are the most delicious bread. 

And finally, if you want to catch sight of a Frenchman in a beret, you are more 

likely to find them in the military.” 

Zach Monreal (political science major) on language learning: “Going 

abroad to France, I felt fairly confident in my French speaking abilities, and I was 

skeptical of the amount of progress I would be able to achieve in only one month. 

However, the Texas Tech University program in Reims has proved me completely 

wrong. Being fully immersed in a place where there is relatively little English and 

a strong culture, I was forced to speak and use French language skills accurately 

and in a more practical way than in the classroom. Without the safety net of being 

able to switch to English, I have learned how to express myself and speak more 

clearly than ever before. At the same time, being surrounded by spoken French 

constantly, it is surprising to me how many more words and colloquial phrases I 

learned, seemingly unconsciously. Having the opportunity to implement 

everything that I have learned in the classroom in a real-life setting has been one of 

the most rewarding experiences of my life. I will always remember my time in 

Reims and my first genuine conversation entirely in French.” 

Karlissa Black (French major) on French cuisine: “One of the most 

alluring things about studying in France is, of course, French cuisine. Chefs come 

from all over the word to study French cooking, and so I was eagerly looking 

forward to sampling as much authentic French cuisine as possible. The food was 

certainly not a disappointment, although I discovered that the world has a slightly 

skewed idea of what French cooking really is. Though I was in France for four 

weeks, I didn't eat a single frog’s leg or snail, and many dishes that I considered to 

be “French” before arriving turned out to be the culinary equivalents of the beret 
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stereotype. French cuisine, especially in the smaller town where we stayed, was 

more about the freshness and quality of the ingredients, and the care with which 

the food was prepared. We had opportunities to meet farmers who sell fresh 

vegetables to restaurants in town and participate in a cooking class that showed us 

how difficult it is to prepare fine food. Summarizing, the French food was one of 

the most memorable things about the trip, though it wasn't what I had anticipated.” 

Caroline Weir (French and political science major) on 

communication: “Before arriving in Reims I was extremely anxious about 

communicating with French people. This anxiety began to subside when we visited 

our host university and met French students. Our new friends patiently answered 

our questions, assisted us with our French, and encouraged us. Each compliment 

and gentle correction left me thirsty for improvement and more knowledge and 

enhanced my adoration for the French. They hold themselves and others to a high 

standard when speaking French because they value the French language for its 

power and beauty. When I am corrected, I consider it an encouragement because 

the French want everyone to hear and understand the beauty of the French 

language. Living in Reims for four weeks has dramatically improved my ability to 

comprehend French and my confidence in my ability to speak French.” 

Juan de Loera (architecture major) on social life and cultural 

aspects: “During my study abroad I got to really connect with various aspects of 

French social life. At the beginning of the program a welcome party was organized 

for the French and American students to meet each other. At the event we got to 

mingle and talk to different people that go to school in Reims. The people were 

very nice, friendly, outgoing, and as excited as I was to meet them. I subsequently 

made several new friends that I hung out with through my stay, thereby giving me 

the opportunity to learn about everyday life in Reims. Indeed, it seemed like every 
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other day I was invited to go out to dinner, lunch, or drinks at night, and these 

events meant that we would be talking and eating for two or more hours at a time. 

Going out with my first circle in Reims allowed me to make additional friends. 

And I think I made some friends that I will stay in touch with for the rest of my 

life. Overall, the people I met were very welcoming and willing to share their 

culture. Through them I got to practice my French and learned a great deal from 

them culturally.”  
Shelby Thibodeaux (environment and the humanities major) on 

transportation: “In Europe, the amount of public transportation far exceeds its 

accessibility in the United States. In Reims alone, arriving at your destination is 

easier by tram or bus than by car. Most native Reims students only use their cars to 

travel outside the city on weekends. Besides trams and buses, trains are very 

simple to use. One day I decided that I wanted to take a day trip to Epernay, so I 

reviewed the schedules online and went to the train station fifteen minutes before 

my train. I wound up spending seven hours in Epernay through a round-trip ticket 

that cost less than €10. Relying heavily on public transportation, however, is not 

without disadvantages. You have to be on time to everything, or you will be left 

behind. In contrast, in the United States most people have a car available. After my 

visit to Epernay, I decided to join a group in a day trip to Luxembourg. We relied 

on the tram to get us to the train station, but the infrequent tram did not get us to 

the train station in time. Nevertheless, we found an option through a train to 

Lorraine and a bus to Luxembourg—all taking only thirty minutes longer than 

it would have to been on the direct train. One other disadvantage of public 

transportation, of course, can be equipment breakdowns. For example, on our way 

back to Reims from Luxembourg our train broke down, and we experienced a 

standstill for an hour and a half. Fortunately, we were just going to Reims, but the 



All Things Texas Tech, 4 (2), September 2012. 

 5 

train was continuing southwest about ninety miles to Paris, where the other 

passengers were likely to have missed their connections because of the breakdown. 

Speaking about the City of Lights, the Paris subway system is so easy to use. I 

remember telling my friend that if I lived there I would not know what to do with a 

car. The subway gets you everywhere you need to go, with abundant subway 

stations within easy walking distance.” 

Rickey Hodinh (biomedical engineering major, University of Texas 

at Austin) on gratitude to Professor Edwards: 
“It has been such a pleasure being in Reims with you and the students of Texas 

Tech University. I have enjoyed myself so much, especially because I had the 

privilege of being in your class. Recommending this remarkable program would be 

an understatement. From eating eight French delicacies in one sitting at dinner to 

riding a bike at 6 a.m. around a castle, my experiences with French culture have 

been truly life changing. I've made some amazing friends thanks to this program 

and have learned so much throughout the course, especially from your humorous, 

yet insightful, tangents. I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for 

creating such a stellar study abroad program. Who knew Texas Tech had such 

amazing professors?!” 

Concluding Thoughts 

One of the most challenging aspects of language learning is to have students 

remain within the classroom while the professor tries to have each and every one 

of them envision what France is really like and how the French really act in their 

home country. Some of the most shared comments during the summer study 

abroad program were: “you were right!” or “you told us about that!” when I 

warned students about cultural moments they would experience. Immersion not 
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only allows students to improve their language skills, but it also allows them to 

experience first hand the culture woven into the most basic aspects of daily life. As 

a native of Reims, I got to share and rediscover my own culture in an endless series 

of episodes during which young faces showed a variety of expressions, from 

laughter to shock to occasional amazement. Study abroad is, in a way, a lengthy 

fieldtrip during which students learn about themselves, their own culture, and that 

of their host. As students open up to different experiences, they get one step closer 

to becoming world-class citizens. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

* Carole Edwards is associate professor in the Department of Classic and Modern 

Languages and Literatures in the College of Arts & Sciences 
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Editor’s Note: Professor Edwards has begun talking with students about the 

French Language and Culture Study-Abroad Program in Reims during the summer 

of 2013. If you are not already convinced of the glories of this program, we offer 

testimonies below from two independent observers: Diane Wood, TTU professor 

of French, and Marsha June Day Smith, Lubbock artist and art historian. 

 

My husband and I had planned a vacation in France during May and June 

2012, visiting World War I sites. After learning from Professor Carole 

Edwards that 2012 is the 600th anniversary of the birth of Joan of Arc, we 

changed our itinerary to attend the Reims’s Joan of Arc Festival and to 

participate in the initial activities of the TTU French language and culture 

study abroad program. We were able to see the students’ positive 

reactions as they experienced French food for the first time, attend the 

friendly reception arranged by officials of the Université de Reims and 

the students of English, and take advantage of the specially arranged 

tours of cultural sites. During our two-day visit with the students we 

accompanied them to the following events: 

• Lunch at Creperie Louise 

• Tour of the Cathedral of Reims 

• Reception at the Université de Reims 

• Luncheon at Brasserie Flo 

• Tour of the St. Rémi Basilica and Museum 

Although I had visited the city several decades ago, I did not fully 

appreciate how much Reims has to offer TTU students. The major eras of 

French cultural history are omnipresent in the city. The imposing Roman 
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arch and the large collection of Roman artifacts in its museums bear 

witness to Reims’s importance in Roman times. King Clovis, France’s 

first Christian monarch was baptized here, thereby giving rise to the 

tradition of crowning the kings of France in Reims. Joan of Arc fought 

her way to Reims for Charles VII’s coronation, displaying heroism that is 

commemorated by an annual Joan of Arc Festival. TTU students 

personally met a costumed “Joan” during the festival. They were able to 

trace the development of French architecture through the Romanesque, 

Gothic, Classical, and Art Nouveau buildings of Reims. They could also 

visit the Map Room of Eisenhower’s headquarters, where the Germans 

capitulated, ending World War II.  

Professor Edwards’s careful planning set the stage for a very successful 

experience for our students. It is often very difficult for visitors to 

interact with the inhabitants of a foreign country. Professor Edwards took 

advantage of social media and arranged for our students to meet French 

university students via Facebook prior to their departure from Lubbock. 

TTU students were thereby able to make new friends quickly, which 

aided their improving abilities to communicate in French.  

It’s often difficult to predict how a student will react to a foreign 

situation. The feedback from participants was varied and universally 

positive. One student’s comments emphasize the excellent cuisine of the 

region. (My husband concurs and believes Reims’s croissants are the best 

in France.) Students describe how they traveled by train, some for the 

first time. Others even traveled to nearby countries. Another student 

reflected on her prior stereotypes about France and the French (berets and 

baguettes)—now replaced by a broader outlook.  
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Most important from my perspective is the fact that the students believe 

uniformly that their capacity to use spoken and written French improved 

significantly. These Red Raiders are likely to continue learning, both 

formally in classes and informally through the TTU French Club, movies, 

and more travel. As a result of their trip to France, they will discover 

their lives are richer and their outlooks are wider. They may even learn to 

make croissants! 

Diane Wood 
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Like Dr. Wood, I too was privileged to have the opportunity to be with 

Professor Edwards and her students for several days in Reims during 

May and June of 2012. The beginning of the semester coincided (not 

accidentally but planned by Professor Edwards) with the Joan of Arc 

Festival, June 2-3, which included medieval minstrels dressed in 

costume, games, and even an appearance by Joan of Arc herself (or a 

very good facsimile) riding a horse into the festivities area around the 

Reims Cathedral (Notre-Dame de Reims). 

As a former art and art history student, I was absolutely stunned by the 

amount of beautiful architecture from various periods in Reims. Literally, 

walking through Reims, one can walk through time; the history of France 

from the Roman era through the ages of the crowning of all French kings 

at Notre-Dame de Reims to the Art Deco period to World War II and 

beyond. As well, one can view stunning works of art, like the 

magnificent Marc Chagall windows in the Reims Cathedral along with 

the other beautiful stained glass in both the cathedral and the Saint-Rémi 

Basilica (now listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site). Within the 

Basilica is the most impressive “Crown of Light,” an exquisite, 

enormous, gold fixture in the shape of an elaborate crown hanging from 

the ceiling. It contains ninety-six candles, which rim the peaks of the 

crown, and it is constructed so that a rope can be attached. From the 

floor, the rope can be lit, and fire travels upward to light all ninety-six 

candles in succession. This wondrous spectacle occurs only once a year 

on St. Rémi’s birthday, which explains why there are ninety-six candles. 

Saint Rémi lived to be ninety-six years old. Also impressive are the Art 
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Deco features of the Andrew Carnegie Library (built by the American 

foundation after World War I), and the Basilica’s astounding and 

exquisite wall-sized medieval tapestries, which depict the life of Saint 

Rémi (437-533) and the history of Reims. Additionally, as one walks 

through the town, one can view beautiful frescoes on the outer walls of 

buildings depicting the history of Reims and other cultural features of the 

region, including the process of making champagne. Reims is in the heart 

of the Champagne-Ardennes region of France. 

Professor Edwards arranged (in advance) walking tours for the students 

to view and study many sites in Reims, not with local tour guides, but 

rather with professors of art and history.  

Besides the wonders of Reims, the study abroad site is only a short train 

ride away from Paris, where Professor Edwards’s students could compare 

Notre-Dame de Reims and Notre-Dame de Paris, their myriad statues and 

gargoyles (430 at Notre-Dame de Reims alone), their rose windows, and 

their facades. And of course, once in Paris, TTU students had endless 

opportunities to visit dozens of art museums and to view some of the 

greatest works of all time. After all, only in Paris, only in the Louvre can 

one view the “three graces”: the Winged Victory, the Venus de Milo, and 

the Mona Lisa . . . talk about “Wow!” moments! In fact (by chance or by 

my renowned lack of sense of direction), I got lost in the Louvre and was 

shocked to find I had wound up in an enormous medieval mote from a 

famous castle, completely intact! It was a rather disconcerting moment, 

but quite magical at the same time. I have visited the Louvre many times, 

but had never seen this, and I'm not aware of any other museum in the 

world where one can see a wonder of this kind. 
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Also, only in Paris, can one see the captivating, awe-inspiring, eight 

enormous water lily murals, which range in size, the smallest being 

approximately 19 feet wide, most of them being approximately either 27 

or 41 feet wide, all approximately 9.5 feet high. They were created over a 

period of a number of years by Claude Monet (1840-1926) and 

completed shortly before his death. They are installed in the Musée de 

l’Orangerie, a space designed by Monet himself specifically to display 

these great works, his final masterpiece; and here we find more magical 

moments… The museum consists of two large oval-shaped galleries, 

each with four curved murals (oval so that the viewer has the illusion of 

being surrounded by and floating in an enormous peaceful water lily 

pond), and it has a glass ceiling (so that the effects of light at different 

times of day magically change the appearance of the paintings). This was 

Monet's intention, as it mimics how the light, at different times of day, 

changed the appearance of the pond he was painting. Here, we can step 

into Monet's shoes, see the light changes he saw, feel the peaceful, 

dreamlike effect this environment had on him, which he captured in these 

murals and this setting. While sitting in one of the oval galleries 

surrounded by the Nymphéas, I overheard a young woman say to her 

friend: "I could sit here all day and do nothing but just look at this one 

painting." If one can tear oneself away, from here it is possible to hop on 

a bus or train to Giverny, in Normandy, only twenty minutes from Paris 

and see Monet's home and walk through his enormous and beautiful 

gardens adjacent to the famous water lily pond (complete with green 

footbridges and croaking frogs). Here one can see and more fully 

understand the inspirational setting that led to the creation of so many of 

Monet’s masterpieces. The small village of Giverny in itself is a little 



All Things Texas Tech, 4 (2), September 2012. 

 13 

treasure, and includes an Impressionist museum just down the street from 

Monet’s home. 

Just the ride from Paris’s Charles de Gaulle Airport to Reims alone is full 

of historic sights and monuments. Then, suddenly—like a vision—an 

enormous green field appears filled with bright red poppies, an image one 

sees in so many nineteenth-century French paintings. 

I came away from it all with my mind so full of beautiful, amazing 

images and inspirations that I didn't know where to start trying to capture 

them in my own art. I can only imagine the thrill Professor Edwards’s 

students must have felt experiencing this visual feast for the very first 

time. 

In conclusion, when I related these experiences to a longtime family 

friend, an anthropologist and artist, she remarked how much she wished 

that she could have enjoyed such a delightful experience as an 

undergraduate and with an engaged professor to guide such adventures. 

She opined about Professor Edwards’s mentoring excellence by quoting 

her mother, a similarly committed educator (Mrs. Mary Cook Berryman 

1913-2006): “Oh yes, the Gift, [Professor Edwards clearly has it], ‘to 

open up their hearts and minds and pour in the skills and knowledge that 

can warm the rest of their lives.’" 

Vive la France! Vive Professor Edwards! Vive Study-Abroad! 

Marsha June Day Smith 
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 In Plain Seeing, Sandra Scofield paints a colorful portrait of what it can be to be a 

strong woman living in the world of weaker men.  She uses a wide array of language 

devices and narrative examples to create a world that draws the reader into the lives of 

the Clarehope women, as well as connecting, in a concrete way, that world to our own.  

The conventions of traditional narrative, the stylistic concepts of conversation, and the 

overarching gender issues are key to understanding what the story is telling us.  The 

language utilized by Scofield in Plain Seeing yields richness to the tales of the Clarehope 

women and the men who have shaped their lives, creating a recipe layered with deep 

meaning about what it is to be a woman. 

 Feminist theory, or gender-specific writing, is a hallmark of Scofield’s Plain 

Seeing.  Feminist literary theory looks at the role of women in society – as characters, as 

authors, as readers – and may or may not reflect a radical view of how society ought to be 

organized; therefore it may have political as well as social implications.  It also 

frequently focuses on the importance of language and the muting of women’s voices 

(Hurst 4).  Sandra Scofield’s books are often studies about women and their families, 

especially in regard to upheaval from place to place as well as the relationships between 

family members and society at large (Sowell Collection).  In Plain Seeing, Scofield 

utilizes the feminine voice through her characters, Greta Frieda, Emma Laura, Lucy, and 

Laurie to push the reader to recognize the larger social issues at play in the lives of 
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women who possess a measure of beauty and fragility.  While we’re never told that Greta 

is a beautiful woman, we do know about Emma, Lucy, and Laurie, so we can infer that 

the looks ran in the genes.  Greta’s early life with her husband was, in a manner of 

speaking, the healthiest of any of the relationships that follow in the book.  When her 

husband was killed by a dust tornado, her relationship to men changed just as 

dramatically.  She moved from a measure of interdependence in relationships to full self-

reliance (Scofield 27-28).  That shift was necessary for survival in the short-term but it 

did not serve her in her future relationships or in the example she set for her children in 

the long-term.  The issue of complete independence of women is one that appears often in 

feminist literature.  We’ve been taught all of our lives that we can be and do whatever we 

desire and that we’re equal to men.  It’s a very basic premise of feminism but Scofield 

seems to be sending a warning along with her message: yes, we can be self-reliant and 

can work hard and keep it all together but in the end that extreme independence leaves us 

and the women we raise with a skewed worldview.   

The lack of lessons on how to be properly vulnerable to the men who inhabit the 

lives of the Clarehope women is the impetus for the gender struggles that Emma and 

Lucy, and even Laurie, face.  The women in the tale are remarkably adept at using the 

men that they encounter.  There are vignettes for each of the ladies but the overarching 

design of the encounters is to make clear to the reader that, though they may seem fragile 

and wounded, ripe for the picking by the slick confidence men that they come into 

contact with, in the end it is the women who use their skills and power to manipulate each 

of these men to do exactly what they want.  Yes, some of their relationships are fertile in 

that the men each of these women target are willing to go the extra mile for the rest of 
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their lives for these women, but they are also glaring examples of how incredibly far 

apart the men and women are in communication skills and perception of gender roles. 

Scofield intersperses the stories of the women with a photographic record of each 

of them.  The use of the photos becomes the most prevalent theme in the book, what 

Barbara Johnstone calls an enregistered element or enregistered form (3).  The 

introduction of this very important element is, quite literally, the first sentence of the 

novel: “The photograph was taken on a Sunday in May 1938, in the small farming 

community of Aileen, Texas, east of Lubbock” (Scofield 3).  The enregistered 

photographic record of the women is a great organizational strategy that Scofield utilizes 

to maximum effect.  It is so effective one can view the pictures and walk away knowing 

the story of the Clarehope women without having read the narrative tale. 

Frieda Greta’s photographs, the first of the family unit as whole and complete, the 

second series as the family unit without its father are a conventional or pragmatic use of 

film.  What is more commonplace than a family photo?  Most families sit for one at some 

point or another, and the capturing of that image is a matter of recording history.  The 

same concept applies to Wesley’s candid shots of her receiving the news of her husband’s 

death.  He is recording a moment in history – even if it is earth shattering and gut-

wrenching (Scofield 26).  There is no special artistry to a photo of a woman in anguish, 

but there is a raw beauty and a monstrous power in the grief that she exhibits.  We see 

Greta (the name she assumed on the death of her husband Ira) as a woman who was 

deeply loving and vulnerable.  It is a moment in her life that she cannot regain, a picture 

lost to history, recorded as the woman she was in her prime: pragmatic, practical, strong, 

tender, and caring (Scofield 12).   
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Emma Laura, Frieda’s daughter, is captured in photographs that give us a dual 

shot of her womanhood.  The first pictures, snapped by Hollis when she arrived in 

Hollywood, show the promise of the ingénue.  She is on the brink of her best years (even 

though her best years were to be short-lived months).  She is ephemeral, young, sweet 

and unpolished (Scofield 76).  The future, when viewed through those photos, seems to 

promise a dream come true.  Her second series are nude photographs taken at the end of 

her short life.  They reveal a very ill woman who is staring death in the face.  But those 

last nudes are powerful in that they show her determination to forego accepting her own 

impending death and fading beauty.  She is no longer the beautiful woman she once was 

but she’s still a powerful force to contend with (Scofield 252).  

The pictures of Lucy, Emma’s daughter, are revealing, too.  Willie, one of her 

lovers during college, snaps Lucy’s first nudes.  She and Willie are living together, 

sharing an apartment but not a life.  At the time, Lucy is unable to see her beauty or 

recognize her uniqueness but she knows enough to know how to get men to notice and 

give her the things she wants.  She’s unapologetically naked in front of the camera just as 

she is unapologetically naked in her conversations with her lovers (Scofield 136).  

Willie’s photographs capture the essence of the wild, unhinged, fatherless girl that she is.  

Lucy’s second series of pictures, those taken by her last lover of the tale, Andy, are vastly 

different: she is no longer openly naked in her emotional state and just as her body has 

changed over the years, becoming leaner and harder, so has her consciousness.  She is a 

strong woman, full of vigor and life, and with an edginess that is impossible to define, 

able to face the world with perseverance.  Her last photos by Andy show that cool, steely 

strength (Scofield 233, 244).   
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Lastly, Laurie’s pictures, taken during a teenage modeling class, are a glimpse of 

the woman that she will become: some are sweet and pretty, some are gutsy and have 

sexual overtones (Scofield 188).  It’s a short distance from hoping for the best to inferring 

that Laurie will travel a path similar to the one her mother and grandmother walked.  She 

will learn early to use her feminine strengths to overpower and overshadow the men that 

she will encounter.  It’s a sad way to look at the potential of someone so young but a 

clear indicator that this family legacy is so firmly entrenched that it will not be altered.   

 In addition to the enregistered form of photography, Plain Seeing is rich with 

examples of verbal communication between characters.  Scofield’s use of conversation to 

provide nuance to each character is masterful. J.L. Austin’s theories on speech acts and 

communication conventions are useful in examining many of the exchanges between the 

men and women in Plain Seeing.  Austin’s definitions of illocutionary and locutionary 

acts are necessary in understanding the nuances of the exchanges between the participants.  

A locutionary act is the actual utterance, the words that are being said.  The illocutionary 

speech act is best defined as the force of the utterance or what is being expressed by the 

words that are said (Austin 61).  Below are three examples of locutionary and 

illocutionary acts showing the shades of meaning, explicit and hidden, attached to the 

conversations between principal characters in the novel. 

Example 1 between Gordon and Lucy 

“This one’s not so bad.” He held up a rather pretty photograph of Laurie in 
a tennis dress and tennis shoes, holding a racket.  It was taken on a city 
street, fuzzy and light-washed behind her.  She had turned her head just 
before the shot, and her long blonde hair swung over one shoulder.  She 
had on too much makeup, true, but her smile was radiant. 

“But this-“ Gordon slapped down a shot of Laurie in purple sunglasses and 
leather pants, straddling a huge motorcycle. 
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“It’s pretty silly, I grant you.  But it’s not worth getting excited about.” 

“She left these here-“ He meant the kitchen table.  “She’ll expect me to 
say something.” 

“Tell her she’s pretty.  Ask her if she had fun.  It’s not like she picked the 
wrong college, now, is it?” Why was he pretending she knew more about 
their daughter than he did? (Scofield 188) 

On the surface, it is a simple exchange between two parents regarding the appropriateness 

of the pictures of their only daughter – the locutionary act.  Gordon’s expressive “But 

this-“ is a clear indicator of his problem with viewing their daughter as more than just a 

child.  He’s clearly very uncomfortable with the thought that she may grow up to be a 

woman. The illocutionary act of the conversation above is almost expressed in the final 

sentence: he is cueing Lucy in on the fact that he doesn’t want his daughter to follow in 

her footsteps in terms of her relationships with men and her use of her physical beauty to 

get what she wants without considering the consequences of her actions.   

Example 2 Between Hollis and Emma Laura 

“How old are you, Emma?” 

“I’m seventeen.”  June had been her birthday. 

“You’re not in school?” 

“I’m – out.” 

“And what now?” 

She looked at him closely, wondering if he meant to mock her, if his 
questions were idle, if he had other things in mind.  Already he has grown 
on her.  He liked his lanky posture, his nice voice.  And a writer was a 
clever person.  An intelligent person. 

“Something far away from here,” she said. 

“Did you always live here?” 

“No. But always in small places.  Places where the world is awfully far 
away.”  She sighed. (Scofield 54) 
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This is Hollis’ and Laura’s first meeting in Gallup.  They are exchanging talk on a movie 

set while watching filming, and on the surface, the locutionary act, is a simple question 

and answer about basic historic facts about Emma.  The illocutionary act is more on the 

part of Emma.  She’s sizing up Hollis between the questions and gauging her power 

against that of the glamorous Hollywood writer, looking to see what it is that she wants 

from him.  Her statement about the world being far away can be interpreted as the age-

old ploy of the ingénue to hero.  Emma isn’t as naïve as she seems to Hollis – she is 

setting him up for her own goals (to get out of Gallup and on to Hollywood). 

Example 3 Between Lucy and Max, her high school social studies teacher 

“You can’t imagine what a pleasure it is for a teacher like me to do this in 
the summer,” he said.  “To work with good minds, with kids who lap up 
everything you have to teach them.  Not to be resented.  And you’re the 
best, you know.  You’re like a chipped gem, raw and beautiful and not yet 
set. 

“If you were a college student, if you were older – listen, I’m thirty-one 
years old.  Nearly twice your age?  I shouldn’t say this, except that I’ve 
seen you look at me. You’re grown up and you’re a little girl and I have to 
ignore the grown-up part because it’s what nobody else can see.  It’s 
trouble.” 

Lucy thought she would die of embarrassment, but she wouldn’t have 
made this not happen for anything in the world.  He saw inside her!  He 
liked her!  Whatever garbage he was raking up to explain why he wouldn’t 
kiss her, the truth was out.  He liked her. 

She grinned at him.  She couldn’t stop grinning. “I know, I know,” she 
said… (Scofield 124) 

So many things going on in this passage!  On the surface, Max is making it clear to Lucy 

that he is pleased that she is so smart and open to learning but at the same time so mature 

in a worldly manner.  Let’s back up for a moment and consider the exchange: what 31-

year-old man would make sexual advances to a 16-year-old student?  The locutionary act 

is simple: he’s using utterances to make her feel special, set aside, and mature.  Under the 
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surface though, the illocutionary act is that Max is acknowledging his weakness in the 

face of a member of the opposite sex.  The contrast between stating his superiority to her 

educational standing as his student, “kids who lap up everything you have to teach 

them…” is marked against his inferiority to her sexuality “I have to ignore the grown-up 

part because it’s what nobody else can see.  It’s trouble” (Scofield 124).  The implication 

of his words are such that the reader is left with little doubt that if she keeps in contact 

with him, he’ll be the ‘teacher’ introducing her to the arts of seduction.  With stable 

family roles and a father who is present, many young women learn what the proper rules 

of engagement with an older man are.  Lucy is without a father figure, abandoned at the 

death of her mother, so she’s aware of the intent of Max’s speech, but misses the point of 

impropriety.  She’s learning, via this short conversation, that she’ll accept a compliment 

in any shape or form, even if it may startle outsiders with its impropriety. 

 Clearly, Sandra Scofield draws on a variety of language theories to convey to the 

reader the nuances and depth of the lives of the women in Plain Seeing.  She uses 

language in a way that appeals to what the reader knows about communication.  There is 

a depth to the language that is compelling in the way she approaches gender roles, the 

meaning of seemingly commonplace occurrences, and conversation between people.  

Throughout the novel, the experience of location, separation, and relationship are fully 

realized through the speech acts and enregistered forms.  The artistry of the style choices 

and language conventions creates a world unique to the Clarehope women and the history 

of their lives.
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To Have and To Hold 

Husband, Pilot, Father, Professor—these are all terms that could be used to describe 

Walter McDonald. Yet, in addition to those titles, he is also an inspiring author who depicts West 

Texas values of family, faith, country living and the Vietnam War in his poetry. His work is 

featured in the Sowell Collection at Texas Tech University, where he also served as an English 

professor.  McDonald says that he never intended to write about Texas, “but (he) started looking 

around and sure enough , (he) began to feel the call of the wild, semiarid West Texas which (he) 

knew better than his adopted state of Colorado, better than Vietnam” (Ellery).  McDonald 

originally wrote strictly prose; yet after serving in the Vietnam War he turned to poetry “as a 

way of saying some things that (he) couldn’t say in short stories” (Ehrhart).  His first attempts at 

poetry “were like letters to the dead”, as he wrote to friends who had died in the war. Unlike 

many poets, McDonald insists that “every poem is an invention, a made up thing” as opposed to 

being a literal autobiographical account of his life (Ellery).  His hope is that readers will relate to 

an experience (happiness, sadness, fear), instead of thinking of the poem as his own specific life 

story.  Above all else, McDonald appreciates poetry that “makes (him) love what matters in the 

world”, and believes that it is a writer’s duty to “be interesting and clear” (Ellery). In all of his 

poems, McDonald consistently uses language to capture the hearts of his readers.  In Walt 

McDonald’s poem, “To Have and to Hold,” language and syntax is used to support underlying 

commentary on love, life, and death.  
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“To Have and To Hold” contains much material that can be analyzed using different 

aspects of established literary theory, namely Archetypal, Psychoanalytical, and Reader 

Response. Archetypal elements are very prominent in this particular poem. The institution of 

marriage is one such archetypal element that is discussed and commented on.  The poem 

indicates how younger generations are skeptical of marriage and suggests that everyone is just 

waiting for the couple’s marriage to fail.  This leads to commentary on the fleeting nature of 

relationships.  Years are compared to dances where friends are constantly changing hands.  The 

implication is that people date around, constantly changing partners throughout the years, 

jumping from relationship to relationship.  This is contrasted with the author, as he is referred to 

as the “odd couple”, because his relationship has lasted (McDonald 105). Lasting relationships 

are no longer the expectation for marriage, but rather an oddity.  

Psychoanalytic elements also appear throughout the poem in the form of intimacy. For 

example, consider the lines: “Years are like dances with friends changing hands, new partners for 

foxtrots or waltzes, or sitting it out. We’re oddly off guard when they ask us to dance…” 

(McDonald 105). At a dance, a person is likely to dance with multiple partners. The author likens 

years to dancing because most people will have involved themselves in multiple relationships in 

the course of a year. Dances are used to symbolize an act of intimacy. The line comments on 

how people have new partners for foxtrots or waltzes, meaning they will be in a new 

relationship, or they will sit it out which translates into being single. Either way dancing refers to 

an action, not simply a state of being. Dancing is representative of a variety of activities 

including flirting, kissing, or sexual acts. The line that I find most interesting is, “We’re oddly 

off guard when they ask us to dance” (McDonald 105). This statement is made by the couple that 
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has been in an ongoing committed relationship. When people make advances towards them, they 

are taken aback. They are not used to involving themselves in any level of intimacy with anyone 

other than their spouse. They have stuck with the same dance partner for years, which makes it 

strange when approached by someone else. The middle part of poem is all about the couple and 

their commitment to each other. A comment is made that “they watch us for chinks in our armor, 

flirtations or waves” (McDonald 105). The friends are expecting failure. They seem to have no 

faith that committed monogamous relationships can work. Because of this they watch the couple 

feverishly, looking for any indication of intimate scandal. 

Approaching the poem using the theory of Reader Response led to many interesting 

discoveries about the effect the piece has on its audience.  I especially connected to the part of 

the poem about friends jumping from relationship to relationship, while the couple is referred to 

as “monogamous dinosaurs back from the tar pits” (McDonald 105).  Committed monogamous 

relationships do seem to be a dated idea to younger generations. I have been in a committed 

relationship for several years, which is uncommon for most college relationships. I definitely 

connect with this piece; my friends are constantly going on dates with different people, which 

often leaves me feeling like the old married couple. This line particularly drew my attention, 

“Oh, he’s the sly one, they probably say—forsaking all others, ha that’ll be the day” (McDonald 

105). This couple had to deal with people constantly doubting their commitment to each other. I 

have had my fair share of people inform me as to why my relationship will not last. I really 

connected with this part of the poem, and I found myself rooting for the couple, wanting them to 

beat all the odds.  

I was surprised about how much I connected to this piece, and how much it affected me. 

The poem leaves me feeling bittersweet. This couple stuck together even when everyone around 
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them believed that they would never last. Looking back at the poem, the line, “Didn’t they enter 

that marriage forever, didn’t they though?” really stuck with me (McDonald 105). This couple is 

committed to each other through the entirety of their life, but then a dawning truth approaches: 

forever doesn’t last forever. Despite how committed they were, or how much they loved each 

other they will be separated in death. This poem really highlights how fast time flies, and how 

even the greatest love cannot escape an impending death. McDonald has expressed that he wants 

his audience to connect with the feelings and experiences that live in his poetry. His poetry is 

masterfully written in that, although I have never experienced the specific circumstance 

presented in the poem, I connect fully with the feelings evoked. 

The literary devices used in “To Have and To Hold,” support the overarching meaning of 

the poem.  The scheme that is most notable is the use of alliteration throughout the poem. Almost 

every line shows evidence of alliteration, primarily with the letters s and o. The letter s is the 

most common use of alliteration, and is present throughout the entirety of the poem. The line, 

“Some friends seem to say that, sadly or grandly at parties and ballrooms, always surprised that it 

lasted this long”, shows how McDonald uses this device to create cohesion in his writing 

(McDonald 105). The poem also speaks a great deal about dancing. The use of alliteration also 

helps to create a rhythm in the way the poem is read. When I read the poem I’m stuck in this 

rhythm of ---1, 2, 3, 1, 2, 3--- like you would find when dancing a waltz. The frequent use of the 

s sound in both initial and final positions creates this rhythm which in turn supports the theme of 

the poem. Because the s sound is positioned in both the beginning and the end of words, this 

could be considered an example of consonance as well. There is also a great deal of alliteration 

using o’s such as the example, “We’re oddly off-guard when they ask us to dance, odd couple 

oddly regarded like wallflowers or parents…” (McDonald 105).  This use of alliteration also 
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supports cohesion throughout the poem, while adding a different vibe to the overall piece. Both 

the s and aw sounds, provide a very smooth transition throughout the poem, yet I sense that the s 

creates a hissing quality, while the aw sound accents particular words, calling the reader to pay 

more attention to them. 

 Polysendeton is also present in this poem. The poem has a very fast tempo until it comes 

to the phrase, “We calm them and offer our toasts to their bridges or new grooms at receptions 

with strangers and blooms like bouquets” (McDonald 105).  The use of conjunctions in this 

phrase dramatically slows down the pace of the poem. Semantically, the use of polysendeton 

supports the meaning of the phrase. The phrase before it is full of hissing s’s and short phrases, 

giving the poem a very rushed flustered feeling. This phrase however, speaks of calming the 

bride and groom. The use of conjunctions slows down the rhythm, much like how it would calm 

down a racing heartbeat. Using this device, the rhythm is able to mirror the meaning of the 

phrase. 

As with most poems, McDonald uses metaphors and similes to portray different ideas in 

his poem. There are many uses of similes in the poem including “years are like dances”, “how 

charming like sophomores” and “how darling like monks”. These similes are used to touch on 

how the speaker feels he and his wife are being perceived.  McDonald also uses metaphors in his 

writing including “monogamous dinosaurs back from the tar pits” and “with my name behind 

deadbolts” (McDonald 105). The line “monogamous dinosaurs back from the tar pits,” presents 

some interesting commentary on society’s view on the institution of marriage. This phrase 

indicates that the idea of a monogamous relationship is as outdated as the idea of dinosaurs 

roaming the earth. With this idea in mind, we can revisit the lines, “how charming like 

sophomores,” and “how darling like monks”.  Both lines begin with phrases that are often 
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perceived as condescending: “how charming”, “how darling” (McDonald 105).  These are the 

phrases used to describe the speaker.  Notice also that the speaker and his wife are likened to 

sophomores and monks. The implication here is that the speaker is naïve, as a sophomore may 

be, when it comes to the way relationships really work.  Also, the speaker is like a monk in that 

he is secluded from the ways of the world.  Both similes and metaphors work to create imagery 

in the mind of the reader. 

Towards the end of the poem, McDonald frequently uses parenthesis. One example of 

this is, “ We’re aging amazed and surprised by how swiftly it passes, no turning back—how 

awful, how destined, I see, to leave her alone with my name behind deadbolts—or worse…” 

(McDonald 105).  The use of parenthesis in this part of the poem is effective and appropriate. 

The parenthesis gives the author an opportunity to comment on the situation being discussed. It 

serves as a window into the poet’s point of view. In this case, the use of parenthesis marks the 

transition between talking about the constitution of marriage, to talking about the subjects own 

marriage and his thoughts.  

Walter McDonald masterfully manipulates language and syntax to create an experience 

for his readers. With implication for Archetypal, Psychoanalytic and Reader Response criticism, 

he is able to connect with his audience on a personal level.  His readers may not relate to the 

specific instance described in the poem, yet there is always an underlying experiential quality 

that connects to the reader. His poems may be focused on West Texas topics, yet beneath the 

surface lies universal experiences of love, life, sadness, fear and death that can be understood by 

all.  A former student describes Walt McDonald best asserting that he is “blessed with the gift of 

magic: the magic of making learning enjoyable and the magic of smithing words into truths” 
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(Vancil). Walter McDonald is a master of words, and creates such an experience for all who read 

his works.  
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Introduction 

The Names of Things: A Passage in the Egyptian Desert is a narrative in which linguist 

Susan Brind Morrow writes about the time she spent in and around Egypt studying language and 

nature. This text, along with a collection of Morrow’s papers, is housed in the Sowell collection 

in the Southwest Collections/ Special Collections Library at Texas Tech University. Morrow’s 

linguistic background shows with her attention to minute language details. For example, Morrow 

explains to her editor the importance of the word in instead of into as part of the book’s title 

claiming that into is “clunky” and “at its best simply means hallway” whereas “passage in” refers 

to “times spent”, “a transition”, and “something written” (Morrow, Letter to Joanna Burgess). 

This attention to detail in the title hints at Morrow’s rich and purposeful use of language within 

the text itself. The specific language phenomena I will examine in this paper are breech of the 

Maxim of Quantity, use of metaphor, and tracking as a specific metaphor for language. The 

Maxim of Quantity is one of four maxims introduced by H.P. Grice as part of his Cooperative 

Principle which assumes that a speaker will make their utterances appropriate for the situation in 

terms of truthfulness, informativeness, relevance, and clarity (Grice 66). This paper will look at 

the effects of Morrow’s language choices and how those choices lend themselves well to writing 

about the natural world. 

 

Maxim of Quantity 

There are several places in the text where Morrow either breaks the Maxim of Quantity 

herself or includes a story in which someone else breaks the maxim. This language use became 

apparent once I read a letter written by an editor concerning Wolves and Honey, another of 

Morrow’s books published after The Names of Things, which suggests that she did not write 
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enough about her brother David’s death. This example of a breech of the Maxim of Quantity 

does not seem to have an obvious reason other than perhaps the difficulty for an author to write 

so candidly about a painful subject. Other examples where this maxim is breeched in The Names 

of Things have more obvious reasons.  

The editor writes, “[Y]ou only treat in a glancing way David’s death… I wonder if you 

might return to deal a little more with this” (Chinski). When I read The Names of Things I had a 

similar to response to the way in which Morrow spends little time on the subject of her brother’s 

death despite its significance and impact in her life. Morrow spends less than two pages to 

describe David’s death and her reaction to it. Morrow writes, “When someone you love dies, you 

lose not only that person, but the peculiar combination of qualities they brought to the world” 

(59). Perhaps the brief discussion concerning her brother’s death mimics his short life and the 

idea that so much is lost by death.  

There are places in Morrow’s text that seem to be wanting further exploration but then 

she places a page break and continues with a new idea or story. Some of the places that leave 

room for more information are returned to while others are left alone. In a letter housed in the 

Sowell Collection Morrow explains her organization strategy for the text as follows: “I like the 

chronology being a little mixed up. I think it is more effective, more evocative (as the quotes too 

should be, I hope. I want to put them in as thoughts and memories, and so identify them at the 

end rather than standing them apart from the text)” (Morrow, Letter to Houghton Mifflin). Her 

method lends itself well to what one experiences in real life. The reader has to be left wondering 

at moments, only to reencounter the information latter in the text. In life one often does not have 

all the answers right away but may reencounter a situation again latter on. Therefore Morrow’s 
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decision to structure her text this way is a smart choice for writing that comments on the natural 

world. 

Morrow shares a story in which Saad Abdullah, a friend she is staying with while in 

Egypt, breaks the Maxim of Quantity in order to protect her. Morrow hears two Beshari traders 

arrive at Abdullah’s home and “they said they had heard there was a hawagia, a foreigner, living 

here. Where was she?” (222). Abdullah avoids the question before finally telling the men that it 

is late and everyone needs to go the sleep. Morrow concludes by saying she felt “a very pleasing 

sense of belonging, of being under Saad Abdullah’s protection” (222). This exchange between 

the traveler’s and Abdullah caught my attention because throughout the book Morrow seems to 

be traveling throughout Egypt and the Middle East with very little concern for safety despite the 

fact that she is a lone foreign American woman among men. Morrow writes, “I hope with this 

book to contradict the notion that Western women are somehow at risk in the Middle East” 

(228). Her friend’s use of language displays the protection she was able to live under while 

traveling through a land that many would consider dangerous for American women. 

 

Metaphors 

Throughout the text, Morrow uses many different metaphors and similes. In a draft of her 

author’s note section Morrow writes, “Where this book deals with language it is looking at 

metaphor in the general terms of poetics… One is looking for ideas that travel through different 

languages and traditions” (Morrow, Draft). I wondered if there were any connections between 

what Morrow chose to compare and the natural world. Morrow writes, “[Abdullah] teaches me 

the ancient original taxonomy, that lies in the underlying qualities of things, in the similarities 

between disparate things: between the wing and the hand, and the shell and the ear” (195). This 
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quotation suggests that even things that are seemingly opposite have a connection. The reason 

for this connection is due to nature: things exist in nature that represent each other because they 

are a part of nature. Language both explains these similarities and represents the things 

themselves.  

Morrow makes a comparison between another set of seeming opposites, sand and snow, 

when she writes, “A sandstorm comes up, thick as a blizzard” (217). Morrow, a New York 

native, compares the sandstorm to something familiar to her. Familiarity is what gives similes 

and metaphors their power. In order to explain a foreign concept one relates it to a familiar thing. 

The idea of paralleling the familiar in metaphors adds to the idea of “poetic tradition.” Morrow 

writes specifically about the Arabic/Islamic traditional use of associating “stars and flowers” 

(Morrow, Draft). Both sides of this metaphor are a part of the natural world and have become 

ingrained in the tradition of Arabic/Islamic literature. 

Morrow’s writing is rich with language about birds. She writes, “The normally mobbed 

street was empty and still save for the first bird noises, sparrows clicking like typewriter keys in 

the sycamore leaves” (82). Not only does Morrow compare the bird noises to something 

especially familiar to a writer, the clicking keys of a typewriter, but there is also a suggestion of 

written language. The birds are producing language and the writer hitting typewriter keys is 

producing language. The simile becomes much richer when the reader acknowledges the fact that 

pressing typewriter keys not only make a similar sound to birds but also produces language. 

Throughout the text Morrow suggests to the reader that foreign language is like the language of 

birds. In the final chapter of The Names of Things Morrow includes a quotation from a poem: 

 Put me beneath the chariot of the too near sun 

 in a land denied even of houses 
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 Still will I love my sweetly laughing Lalage, 

 my Lalage sweetly speaking (224) 

Morrow makes the comment, “Lalage, the sound all of nature makes, the language of birds” 

(224). This quotation solidifies the connection Morrow finds between nature and language. 

 

Tracking 

Morrow was raised around fishing, hunting, and tracking so she has a special 

understanding of these concepts. Morrow writes, “I was, I thought, in my way, a tracker like my 

brother David. I was out to find the living things in the wilderness. The wilderness was, after all, 

where things came from” (89). In Morrow’s travels she not only writes about plant and animal 

life, carefully collecting information about them, but she is in a sense tracking language. The 

syntax in the previous quotation seems to suggest the idea of tracking; the commas slow the 

reader down and each phrase takes him or her on the next path.  

Morrow explicitly shares with her reader the way in which she enjoys tracking language. 

One of her teachers said to her, “I’m looking for a line, ‘Who bridled behemoth? Who curbed the 

wrath of leviathan?’” (27). Morrow writes that she “resolved to find it” (27). In a sense Morrow 

was tracking the behemoth and the leviathan as animals and literary figures as well as searching 

for where the line came from and the root words. Morrow finds the behemoth in the hieroglyph 

for hippopotamus: “pa mu, water ox” (28). Language allows Morrow to discover what behemoth 

is. Throughout this passage Morrow suggests that tracking living things is much like tracking 

language. 

The way in which Morrow describes both hieroglyphs and language translation suggests 

the idea of tracking. It is as if the words become foot prints to the next word, linking all the 
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words together in a path that is easily followed. Morrow’s explanation of the hieroglyph for 

flamingo illustrates the idea of linking beautifully: “The flamingo is the hieroglyph for red. All 

red things: anger, blood, the desert are all spelled with the flamingo… Flamingo, flaming. In 

Greek its name is phoenicopteros, phoenix, with feathers of fire” (5). This example shows the 

process of tracking a word and seeing not only its connection to other words, but also different 

languages. 

Morrow writes about the excitement she has when she is able to find the connections 

between words: “there was the joy in discovering word cores, the threads that run throughout 

language, as in mut, both mother and death, and dwa, dawn” (34). This explanation of how 

language has common “threads” running through it is similar to the idea that the entire natural 

world has commonality throughout. Language is a natural phenomena and Morrow is able to get 

as much joy from tracking and hunting language as hunters get from tracking animals. 

Morrow further explains the word “dwa”, “a picture of a star, a burst of light”, by saying 

it “was often translated into the English as ‘Thank God.’ But it could not really be translated… It 

was too simple” (34). Once an animal has been tracked and caught it is not the same a when it is 

free in nature much the way a word does not have the same meaning once “caught” and dragged 

into another language. Morrow writes, “I have tried to present animals, birds, stars, and so on as 

people described them to me, using their voices. Hence the bissa is the hawksbill turtle… abu 

grun, the unicorn fish, is the trigger fish” (Morrow, Draft). Morrow chooses to describe these 

animals in the terms used by native speakers of Arabic in order to most closely relate the most 

natural meaning for her English speaking readers.  

 

Conclusion 
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 Morrow’s language use in respect to the Maxim of Quantity, metaphor, and tracking 

demonstrates the ways in which language and nature are inextricably linked. Language is a 

natural phenomenon, so when language is used to communicate about the phenomenon that is 

nature the congruencies between language and nature are boldly displayed. Morrow’s language 

does not follow the guidelines proposed by the Maxim of Quantity because this maxim is not a 

determiner of what happens in natural speech or writing. A more appropriate description of the 

laws that decide what Morrow chooses to share with her reader might be the laws of nature. It 

would seem that some law of emotion prodded Morrow to not delve too deeply into the wounds 

created by her brother David’s death. Tracking animals is itself a metaphor for tracking 

language. Language is living like animals. Language is nature. 
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Life’s a Buffet: Choose Wisely, Eat Well 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Written by W. Mark Lanier* 

What a wonderful night, congratulations to you.  I get to address some 

fantastic people.  The degree you’re getting tonight is a degree that you not only 

take with pride tonight, but it’s a degree you take with pride the rest of your life.  

This is a hinge event, a turning event, a corner you turn tonight. 

And as I address you, I’m cognizant of the fact that it’s 7:30 or so at night.   

It’s dinnertime, so I want to urge you, at this moment, to consider the life before 

you as an all-you-can-eat buffet.   You’ve got your tray, and you’re scoping out the 

line.  You see the little cubes of Jell-O and the salad.  You see all the veggies and 

mashed potatoes.  You know there’s meat somewhere down there, and at the end 

there’s going to be coconut cream pie.  And you’ve got to decide―how am I going 

to attack this buffet?   I think if I could give you anything at all, if your life is truly 

a buffet and my analogy holds, then I’m going to suggest the ten rules of buffets à 

la Mark Lanier.   If I’m with you, and we’re eating at the buffet, here are the rules 

we are going to follow:  

Number Ten–Pick the things you like.   Don’t waste your time eating stuff that 

you know is horrible.  What’s the point?  You would never go through a 

buffet line with your tray and tell the kindly people working there, “Oh, I 

don’t care, just put whatever you like on my plate.”  That’s the sure way to 

get liver and onions.  No one’s going to do that.  You would never do that in 

a buffet line, and you should never do that in your life. Don’t let someone 

else tell you how to live your life, and what to do with your life.  You make 
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the choices. Don’t default into a life where you wake up each day, do the 

things that have to be done that day, and no more.   Dream your dream, and 

then live it.  It’s just a matter of choosing to do that and putting the effort 

behind it.  

Number Nine–Try something new on the buffet line.  Now, pickled okra?  Who 

likes pickled okra by looking at it?  Nobody, I dare say.  It’s that putrid color 

of green, it’s slimy, and it’s got little horny things on it.  It looks almost 

satanic.  But it actually tastes pretty good if you can bring yourself to try it.  

And, I want you to try something new regularly in your life.  Read a book 

outside of what you would normally read.  Take up a new hobby.   Decide 

you’re going to develop a skill that you did not have before.  Develop a 

relationship that might seem strange to you―someone outside the norm of 

whom you might consider a social friend.  Do something new, keep 

growing.  Don’t let this degree be the apex moment in your life.   Let it be a 

stepping-stone to more and more as you continue to grow and learn.  

Number Eight–Run for the hot pizza!  If you’re at the CiCi’s buffet, the kids are 

going to beat you to the hot pizza, and they’re going to leave you getting the 

cold stuff that’s got pineapple on it, that nobody else wants.  If you want the 

pepperoni, you’ve got to make a run for it.   You’ve got to be looking in the 

kitchen, and you’ve got to be figuring out when they’re coming out with it 

and when they’re cutting it.  And you’ve got to strategically block the eight 

year olds from getting there first because they will take every slice.  Do not 

let your lack of preparation, do not let your lack of focus, and do not let your 

fear keep you from making that decision that has to be made at that moment.  

Get yourself prepared.  There are some times in life where you can sit and 

contemplate for seemingly an eternity.  But there are some decisions in life 
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that you will not make if you don’t make them when that opportunity to 

make the decision is there, and you’ll miss it. And the way to make those 

decisions is to be prepared for them.  Have your wits about you and have 

your eyes open.  Be constantly thinking of what’s out there and how it might 

come about.  And when you’ve got that opportunity, don’t fail to jump on it 

because you’re afraid. 

Number Seven–Avoid the half-eaten piece of chicken. Our daughter Gracie was 

four years old, our daughter Rachel two.  We were going through the buffet 

line.  I’ve got the four-year-old, Gracie.   Becky, my wife, has the two-year-

old, Rachel.  There’s this massive vat of thick, brown “goo they called 

gravy.”  And in that vat are pieces of chicken, waiting for you to select them.  

This was a self-serve buffet.  I was thinking that my four-year-old Gracie 

likes chicken―so we give her a piece of chicken.  We remove a piece of 

chicken, put it on her plate and I take Gracie over to the table.   I sit her 

down and say, “Stay here, honey; I’m going to go back and help Mommy 

with your sister.”  I go back and help Becky with Rachel the two-year-old. 

As Becky, Rachel and I are coming back to the table, there’s no Gracie.  I 

look up and observe our four-year-old coming back from the buffet line with 

her plate.  I said, “Did you go back and get some more food?” She said, “No, 

Daddy, I took a bite of the chicken, and it didn’t taste very good, so I put it 

back.”  What’s the Dad to do?  Oh, I went back, and I rummaged through the 

dark gravy, looking for that half-eaten piece of chicken, to no avail.  Don’t 

eat the half-eaten piece of chicken.  What do I mean by that in terms of life?  

Avoid the garbage.  I’m 51 years old and have lost count of the number of 

friends and acquaintances I know, who have radically messed up their life by 

eating garbage.  And if you said to them, “You’re eating garbage,” their 
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response would be, “Lighten up, that’s okay, and this is me.”  “The heart is 

deceitful above all things,” Pascal said, and I believe he was correct.  

Garbage is garbage.  Don’t eat it, don’t drink it, and don’t find yourself out 

of control to it.  

Number Six–We’ll do this one quickly, it’s not the fun rule.  You’ve got to eat 

some veggies.   Broccoli?  It’s tolerable.  Asparagus?  It’s okay.  Regardless 

of your taste, those vegetables are important to your health.  You need to eat 

them.  There are some things in life you need to do for your own good.  

They may not be fun, they may not be tasty, they may not look appetizing, 

but they’re what you need.  And you want to grow, and you want to develop, 

and you want to have a body that functions as well as it can. That means you 

need to do the things that need to be done.  You need to make wise choices 

that help you grow physically, emotionally, spiritually, and socially. 

Number Five–Watch out, watch out!  There is someone you don’t see who is 

selling you on that buffet.  I want to repeat that. There is someone that you 

don’t see who is selling you that buffet. There’s a book that came out four 

years ago called Nudge, and it talked about all the different ways that social 

scientists have learned to nudge people’s behaviors.  And by “nudge,” they 

mean you are put in a position where people are manipulating you to do 

something without you even realizing it.  One of the classic examples is the 

buffet line.  Study after study has shown that people have a tendency to put 

more of the early buffet items on their plate than the later items. So, 

restaurants will put those items that are cheaper―where the profit margin is 

larger―at the front of the line.  There’s a reason that the first station you 

come to at the buffet is not prime rib, “I’ll take 18 slices of that.”  You won’t 

get to the prime rib station until your plate’s already filled up with the cheap 



5	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

stuff.  The lettuces and the powdered mashed potatoes that sprawl out on the 

plate leaving no room for the expensive meat.  It’s interesting also that 

school districts are faced with this perplexing problem with children. Do 

they put things that help them stay under budget (i.e., the cheap, 

malnutritious food at the front)?  Or, do they nudge the children’s behavior 

to eat nutritious food putting it at the front even if it costs them their budget?  

That’s a side issue.  I’m just telling you that you are in the plans of other 

people.  And there are people who will try to use you, manipulate you, and 

abuse you. Now, that’s not the most positive or encouraging thing to share, 

but it’s the truth.  And my encouragement to you is not only avoid being that 

kind that kind of person, but also live your life with your eyes open. See 

things for what they really are. 

Number Four–There is no such thing as a free lunch.  You will have to pay the 

bill for your buffet.  Everything comes at a price.  When you have a decision 

to make, you can do a cost/benefit analysis. How much is this going to cost 

me?   What are the benefits that I will derive from this?  Is this action 

socially redeemable?  Is this action beneficial?  As you weigh the benefits, 

as you consider the costs, your decision-making should become not only 

well informed, but also wiser. 

The Big Three 

Number Three–Save room for dessert. All work and no play makes for a dull girl 

or boy. There is a time to have fun in life. Tonight is one of them.  There is a 

time to sit back and enjoy the moment.  Oh yes, the speaker goes on too long 

with this petty little thing about food―it is after all, time to eat. But you 

need to enjoy the moment.  What you’ve done is no small thing.  You’ve 
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stuck it out, you’ve endured long nights. Just getting into college is a major 

accomplishment.  Finishing is amazing.  You’ve got to be able to enjoy 

life― it goes by way too fast.  Rewards are an important part of it.  

Number Two–Don’t be a glutton.  If you live your life trying to figure out how to 

feed yourself, and only yourself and if your life is targeted around your 

appetite and your desires and your wants, your life will be poorer.  As will 

the lives of those around you.  There’s not a person in here that doesn’t have 

a talent and doesn’t have a gift and doesn’t have unique abilities.  In other 

words, you will have unique opportunities to help change the world.  It’s an 

incredible calling, and it’s an incredible chance that each one of you holds. I 

urge you to find it.  Live your life with others in mind. 

Number One–Find a fun table.  After you’ve gone through the buffet line―after 

you’ve gotten your food and after you’ve paid the bill, or at least gotten the 

check knowing how much it will be later, find a really fun table.  Sit down 

with your family. Sit down with your friends and enjoy a really fun meal.  

Life is best when it’s spent in the companionship of others.  The people 

you’ve met along life’s way.  Indeed, the people you’ve met at Texas Tech 

are contact people for you that you should keep forever.  I asked Chancellor 

Hance, a 1965 graduate of Texas Tech University: “Did you know Regent 

Turner, who graduated three years later in 1968?”  He said, “Know him? He 

was in my dorm.  He was next door to me.”  And then he thought for a 

moment and said, “And if I’d have known he was going to be chairman of 

the Board of Regents, I wouldn’t have yelled at him so much to turn down 

his music.”  The relationships you make are relationships that you can 

choose to have thirty, forty and God willing, fifty years down the road.  This 

is your network, and it’s poised to function.  These are people who can help 
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you find a job, get a job, keep a job. These are people who can help you 

identify issues and problems and opportunities. We live in a social 

networking age. There are more ways to socially network on your cellular 

phone than I ever could have expected when I was graduating.  Use them.  

Don’t lose track of your network, and don’t lose track of your school.  

Anything you do to help Texas Tech University―even giving five dollars 

out of each paycheck―helps to bolster your own degree.  

Summarizing, my admonishment to you is this: Life’s a buffet.  The food is set out, 

and the buffet is all before you.   I trust that you are hungry.   And, I trust that you 

are ready.   And, I urge you to go feast for the rest of your life.   God bless you and 

congratulations!  

 

*W. Mark Lanier is the Founder of The Lanier Law Firm with offices in Houston, 

New York City, Los Angeles, and Palo Alto, California.  He is a 1984 JD graduate 

of the Texas Tech University School of Law and was honored as a Distinguished 

Alumnus of the School of Law in 2005. This paper is based on his May 18, 2012, 

commencement addresses to Texas Tech University graduates in Lubbock, TX. 
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Editor’s Note: In the Provost’s Charge to the TTU graduates on May 18, 2012, the 

new TTU alumni were admonished to: 

• Stop occasionally to remind themselves of the wisdom of TTU Board of 

Regents Chair Jerry Turner, TTU Chancellor Kent Hance, and 

Commencement Speaker Mark Lanier. 

 • Remember those who care for you, especially TTU faculty members and 

family members 

 • Remember the learning that occurred at TTU 

 • But, always remember: Learning—in and of itself—is not wisdom 

 • Wisdom comes with service 

  • Service is motivated by caring for others & our environment 

 • Service is fueled by a focus on the future 

 • Service is reinforced by humility 

 • Pursue your journey of lifelong learning  

 • Always seek wisdom 

 • Always care about others and our environment 

 • Constantly give yourself away  

 • Always, with humility, empathy and beneficence 

 • Bon voyage et bonne chance! 
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“From here, it’s possible.”  It is clearly true for Texas Tech 

Graduates 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Written by Jerry Rawls* 

I wish all of you could be up here.  This is a great view. Wow!  

Chancellor, Regents, Provost Smith, members of the Faculty, Graduates of 2012, 

family and friends, I am truly honored to be here with you today, and I am very 

proud to be a Red Raider.  My wife, Pam, is with me today.  We traveled from 

California yesterday, and she is sitting in a box up there someplace.   I want to 

thank her very much, and if you run into her, say “hi.”   

May I offer my heartiest congratulations to all graduates.  It is truly a day for 

celebration, and as I was sitting listening to Jerry Turner talking about celebration I 

remembered words from the song by Kool & the Gang, “We’re gonna celebrate 

and have a good time.”  Well, I imagine you will be doing a fair amount of that.  

This is Saturday, isn’t it?   

Parents and family and spouses, thank you, and congratulations.  Without your 

support, all of these wonderful young people wouldn’t be here, and we wouldn’t be 

sharing their successes with you today. All of you who have supported them have 

made a difference, and that’s a big deal.  Graduates, I think you made a very wise 

decision a few years ago when you chose Texas Tech.  Tech offers this wonderful 

balance of academics, activities, social life, and athletics, and it’s all imbedded into 

a cultural structure with the West Texas work ethic serving as cornerstone.    
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Akin to Chancellor Hance, I remember my days at Texas Tech with great 

fondness.  It was a great time.  We had a lot of fun.   However, I will tell you, there 

was a flaw.  As an engineer, I was in school here for five years, because we had to 

take many more hours in those days than engineering students do today.   Every 

single semester for five years, that’s ten semesters, I had classes six days a week—

regularly scheduled classes six days a week.  I imagine that many of you did not go 

to school on Friday, much less on Saturday.  Anyway, it was awful.  I can 

remember sitting in class at 11:00 a.m. on Saturdays when there was football game 

ready to start at 1:00 p.m.  There was no tailgating for me.  But, other than the 

Saturday class challenge, I can say that my experiences here were incredibly 

positive.  My graduation, as I recall it, was a really bittersweet time, and I suspect 

some of you feel the same.  It felt great to achieve a really positive result after 

working so many years, but it was sad that probably the most carefree and happy-

go-lucky time of my life was coming to an end.  At Tech I had more free time, 

more fun, and the largest peer group that I have ever experienced.  And I’m sure all 

of you appreciate that, so I would say: Stay in touch with your peer group.  But 

recognize that it won’t ever quite be the same and you won’t have quite that much 

free time.  And, believe me you aren’t going to get Fridays off the rest of your life. 

 Texas Tech has a slogan, “From here, it’s possible.” From my experience 

that slogan is true.  Texas Tech prepares us well to compete in this world, to be 

successful, but the rest is up to us. As Chancellor Hance mentioned in his 

introduction, after I graduated from Tech, I went to Purdue University for graduate 

school.  I joined a California company, worked in a number of functional areas, 

and then in 1988 a colleague and I started a company, or what I would call—an 

adventure.  We were interested in high-speed fiber optics for data centers, and we 

named our company Finisar.   
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At Finisar, we were focused on developing innovative fiber optics 

technology. All along, however, we ran into skeptics—people who would say 

things like: “Oh that’s impossible.  Oh you can’t do that.”  Thus, we had to work 

our way through each of these criticisms at seemingly “impossible moments.”  

Our goal at the time was to build low-cost gigabit-per-second optical 

transmitters and receivers for data centers.  We didn’t want to engage in telecom 

research because Alcatel, Nortel, and Lucent dominated it, and that competition 

was way too big for us.  But, I can remember one of those “impossible moments” 

in 1992 when my partner and I went to Austin for a committee meeting of the 

Fiber Channel Standards Committee.  We were at the meeting to present a paper to 

a room full of PhD-level scientists and engineers from big companies such as IBM, 

Hewlett Packard, Texas Instruments, and AT&T—companies whose personnel had 

drafted a new standard for how data centers were expected to communicate among 

all pieces of equipment.  And, we were delivering a challenging message: “You 

folks have got it wrong. Your proposed standards will be too expensive to 

implement and will never work.”  Finisar, a little bitty company in California, had 

a better way.  During the Austin presentation, we showed a lot of test data and 

technical information.  After the presentation, several people from the audience 

stood up and said that’s impossible—you can’t do that, it can’t be done, and here 

are the reasons why it’s impossible. I responded that our solution was not cold 

fusion.  We had an alternative and better way to empower the standard to be 

successful.  I continued by encouraging audience representatives to buy our 

product and test it.  I challenged them: “If we’re right, we want to know it. But if 

we’re wrong, we want to know that too because our goal is to try to make this 

networking standard successful.”   
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Over the next few months, our little company in California received visitors 

from all over the world.  They came and bought a few of our products and took 

them back to their labs.  Then, nine months after the Austin meeting, the same 

Industry Standards Committee and all the same PhDs who met earlier, convened in 

in Minneapolis and voted unanimously to change their standard and adopt the 

physical layer that we had defined for fiber optic data centers.  That standard was 

key to the operations of storage area networks and was later adopted by the 

Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) for their standard for 

Gigabit Ethernet optical transmissions.  This development essentially served as a 

“restart” of Finisar.  And, soon thereafter, our revenues grew rapidly.  Finisar went 

public in 1999.  Today our company has about one billion dollars in annual 

revenue, and we have over 9,000 people working around the world.  We have 

operations in Europe, Asia, and the United States.  So from my perspective, believe 

me: “From here it is possible.”  

 Given my experiences, including those noted above, I’ve learned a few 

things that might make “things possible” for new graduates.  Some are obvious, 

such as work hard, effort counts, doing your homework.  And maybe it goes 

without saying, but it should be mentioned: Your personal credibility is one of the 

most valuable things that you carry with you everywhere you go, so don’t lose it, 

because if you do, it is really hard getting it back.  So, tell the truth.  If you commit 

that you’re going to do something for somebody, do it or die trying.   

Besides the subject matter competence that Texas Tech provided us and all 

the hard work that you’re going to put into your careers, a lot of your success is 

going to come from positive interpersonal relations, which require interpersonal 

skills.   
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At Finisar, we work in small groups.  Indeed, we solve most of our problems 

working in those small groups.  We recruit people who are competent in their 

technical field, but who also have good interpersonal skills.  Small groups are no 

fun if there’s one person in the group who demands that their ego be satisfied at the 

expense of others.  One jerk ruins the group, and the group won’t be effective.  It 

won’t be fun.  So, my view is that interpersonal skills are important to your career.   

They are also obviously important to personal relationships.   But the nice thing 

about interpersonal skills is they can be developed.  It’s all about behavior, and we 

do have choices, and despite what some might say, we can change our behavior.   

Keep that in mind and work on it.   

About fifteen years ago, I wrote a page for our employee handbook titled 

“Guidelines for Successful Behavior.” I took on the task because I had started the 

company and wanted to build a company that was based on a positive culture—a 

place where people are treated really well.  Some of the guidelines may sound like 

lessons that you already know, but I will share excerpts as they appear on page two 

of our Finisar Employee Handbook.   

Number one: Treat others like you want to be treated. Be courteous, kind, 

and friendly; treat all people with respect and dignity. That includes the person that 

parks your car, the people that wait on you in the restaurant, and the people that 

you’re trying to sell your products or your services to.  There are no exceptions.   

Second: Smile, you’ll be happier.  And people will receive you and view you 

as being more approachable.  

Third: Criticize in private and do it gently. Praise in public and do it 

lavishly.  Put-downs are inappropriate.  
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Fourth:  Don’t use the “I” word unless it’s absolutely necessary.  We 

accomplish most everything in teams, so “we” is the operative word.   

Fifth: Control your anger.   There is no excuse for losing your temper.  If 

you find yourself losing control, take a deep breath, stop, go outside, leave the 

building, don’t say anything, don’t issue any orders, and don’t make any 

decisions—not while you are out of emotional control.   

Sixth: Demand the highest standards from yourself, and expect excellence 

from your co-workers, but cut them some slack.  Nobody’s perfect.   

And last, don’t gossip—ever.   If you can’t say something positive about a 

person, don’t say anything.   

At Finisar, we promote outstanding individual performers, and we make 

them managers.  But what we really want is leaders exemplifying the personal 

characteristics noted above as well as having the contagious energy and enthusiasm 

to move organizations ahead.  

One of the most powerful skills for leaders, and one of the most powerful 

skills for interpersonal relations, is positive feedback—the kind of feedback that 

empowers your co-workers—the people on your team.  Positive feedback sends 

powerful signals to your co-workers that they are admired, respected, and 

appreciated, especially for the work they do.  The admiration, respect, and 

appreciation are not intended to give the impression that you are smart or cool.  

Rather, the effect on the recipient should include their believing that you think they 

are smart and cool.  And, displaying empathy in this matter pays off in the 

dedication and loyalty of those who work on your team.  
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As prospective leaders, I have one last piece of advice for all who work in 

our Internet age.  Be really careful—check twice before you hit the send button.  

Double-check the address list and the copy recipients.  Scan to the bottom of the 

note to make sure you know what’s attached, and make sure you want everybody 

copied seeing the unsent e-mail before you.  That e-mail or that Facebook posting 

is going to be distributed to thousands of people literally forever, and so great care 

is always called for when using electronic communications.  I’ve seen so many 

people make mistakes that came back to haunt them.  

In summary, Texas Tech has prepared you well, and I am confident that you 

will have a bright, bright future.  Your success will make all of our Texas Tech 

degrees more valuable, and we will all be looking forward to that.   

Along your career journey, find ways to give back to Texas Tech.  Tech can 

use your help, and they make it pretty easy. You can go online and donate to your 

favorite department, college or other unit at the university.  Also, stay in touch with 

your academic unit, and give them some money every year, providing increases as 

you are able.  Our academic units need your help in order to achieve excellence, 

and I think once you get into the habit of giving, it will feel good for you, and it 

will help them enormously―and it will also help you stay engaged with your TTU 

unit.  Again, to all of you―the 2012 Graduates—I say congratulations, and well 

done.  We’re all cheering for you, and keep your guns up!  

*Jerry S. Rawls has crafted a career serving society through corporate leadership, 

including especially Finisar, the Sunnyvale, California, company founded by him 

and his partner in 1988.   He is a native of Houston, Texas, and graduated from 

Texas Tech with a BS in mechanical engineering in 1967. Shortly thereafter, he 

earned an MS in industrial administration from the from Purdue University’s 
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Krannert School of Management.  He began his career at Raychem Corporation, 

where he worked in sales, marketing, and management positions from 1968 

through 1988.  His success at Finisar, now employing 9,000 people in facilities 

across Europe, Asia, and the United States, led in part to his record-breaking 

twenty-five million dollar cash gift to the College of Business Administration in 

2000.  The college now appropriately bears his name.   This paper is based on his 

May 19, 2012, commencement addresses to Texas Tech University graduates in 

Lubbock, TX. 
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Editor’s Note: In the Provost’s Charge to the TTU graduates on May 18, 2012, the 

new TTU alumni were admonished to: 

• Stop occasionally to remind themselves of the wisdom of TTU Board of 

Regents Chair Jerry Turner, TTU Chancellor Kent Hance, and 

Commencement Speaker Mark Lanier. 

 • Remember those who care for you, especially TTU faculty members and 

family members 

 • Remember the learning that occurred at TTU 

 • But, always remember: Learning—in and of itself—is not wisdom 

 • Wisdom comes with service 

  • Service is motivated by caring for others & our environment 

 • Service is fueled by a focus on the future 

 • Service is reinforced by humility 

 • Pursue your journey of lifelong learning  

 • Always seek wisdom 

 • Always care about others and our environment 

 • Constantly give yourself away  

 • Always, with humility, empathy and beneficence 

 • Bon voyage et bonne chance! 

 


