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PREFACE 

I 
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colonel in the Army's Public Affairs Program. Hence, I was offered the 

opportunity to do the research and will always be grateful that I was 

given the chance. 

I want to express my appreciation to Dr. Ross, my committee chair-

man, not only for the subject, but for the countless questions he helped 

answer for me. In addition, I am extremely grateful to my other two 

committee members, Dr. Alexis Tan and Professor Ralph Sellmeyer for 

their untiring assistance and sound guidance in this endeavor. 

I want to pay a special thanks to Air Force Captain Doug Jacobson, 

a staff member in the Community Relations Division of the Department of 

Defense's Office of Public Affairs. Doug helped me with special mater-

ials and photographs of the deceased correspondents and shared much of 

my enthusiasm during the past year. 

I am also deeply indebted to the families, friends and former 

associates of the war correspondents. It was due in large measure to 

their efforts and interest in this work that I was able to see this 

project through to the end. 

Finally, I am extremely grateful to my lovely wife, Sam, for her 

typing assistance and ability to spot my comma errors and her ability to 

keep me going each time that I thought I needed a rest. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The gallantry of these reporters and photographers 
is akin to that of our fighting men, but it is also a 
thing apart. For they don't fight - - and they can't 
fight back when, as happens so often, their own lives 
are jeopardized •• o Their service is one which we owe 
much; to which we will owe even more.l 

These words were spoken in 1943 by Elmer Davis, World War II direct-

or of the Office of War Information, as he paid tribute to American news-

men and women serving in both the European and Pacific Theaters of Opera-

tion and particularly to the fifteen World War II cqrrespondents who had 

given their lives at that time. 

Ernie Pyle, a man who hated war, was very much alive in 1943. Yet, 

it was his fate to become one of the greatest war correspondents of his 

time and to die in battle. The little bald man with the elfin smile 

could have settled down in the comparative safety of the rear and spun 

out his war stories. But that was not his style. He was too honest a 

reporter and too brave. Ernie Pyle was with the first troops to land at 

Normandy and was to go on to the Pacific where nine months later, on 

April 18, 1945 he was shot and killed by a Japanese machine gunner. 

Most of America has heard of Ernie Pyle and the lifetime of journal-

ism he left behind, but how many recall that Webb Miller of the United 

Press was the first World War II correspondent fatality when he was killed 

in London in 1940 or that Time magazine writer Wilson Fielder, Jr., was 

killed in Korea as he was trying to get out of the Communist-captured city 

of Taejon and the fact that Philippa Schulyer, who had been freelancing 
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for the Manchester (NoH.) _U_n_io_n __ Leader, extended her stay in Vietnam to 

complete a mercy mission of ferrying homeless priests, nuns and chiluren 

out of the war-battered city of Hue. On her last flight on the eve of 

her return to the United States, she was killed ~;hen the helicopter on 

which she was riding crashed into the Da Nang Bay. 

The American combat correspondent can be traced back to the Revolu-

tionary War; however, the first correspondent fatality did not occur un-

til the Civil Waro In that North against South battle more than a doz-

en newsmen gave their lives and two more were killed covering the lengthy 

Indian Wars. Two reporters were killed during the Cuban insurrection pre-

ceding the Spanish American War. American correspondents in World War I 

were remarkably lucky. Only two were killed; one in a plane crash and 

the other from drowning. 

Then came World War II and the most immense coverage in the history 

of warfare. From its earliest beginnings when German troops sliced into 

Poland in 1939, until the last shot was fired in the South Pacific, 33 

American correspondents lost their lives in an overseas theater and anoth-

er 112 were wounded. Five short years later the Korean War began and 

again the price of news came high. By the end of hostilities, nine more 

American newsmen had lost their lives and scores more were injured. 

In Southeast Asia, 29 foreign correspondents died; 15 of them were 

Americans. Many more were injured and at this writing, 23 foreign and 

American journalists are still listed as missing. 

This thesis is about those newsmen and women who died while covering 

American combat actions; particularly those covering World War II, Korea 

and Southeast Asiao The accent is on personalities and combat reporting. 
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On November 21, 1972, former Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird 

officially opened the Correspondents• Corridor in the Pentagon in Washing-

ton, D.C. This corridor contains art depicting a wide range of United 

States military activities from World War I through Southeast Asia, a 

memorial alcove, where deceased American correspondents are commemorated 

by name; glass-covered tables for public display of correspondents• mem-

orabilia and a special display dedicated to the late Richard Tregaskis, 

author of Invasion Diary and courageous war reporter from Guadalcanal to 

Vietnam. Yet, with all the names and furnishings, there is very little 

information about the correspondents themselveso.ohow they lived, how 

they reported and how they died. 

From 1940, the infancy of World War II until the Communist takeover 

in Vietnam in 1972, 120 correspondents from throughout the Free World 

lost their lives in the performance of duty in gathering and transmission 
2 

of word and picture news from the various battle frontso Fifty-seven of 

those correspondents were Americans. The following is a list of the me-

dia for whom the deceased correspondents were affiliated: 

United Press (7) New York Journal of Commerce (1) 

New York Herald Tribune (2) Reader's Digest (1) 

Colliers Magazine (1) Paramount News (1) 

Associated Press (8) Acme News Pictures (1) 

International News Service (4) Newsweek Magazine (1) 

International News Photos (1) Chicago Daily News (1) 

Time-Life (3) Norfolk (VA) Journal and Guide (1) 

Scripps Howard Newspapers (2) Telenews (1) 

Mutual Broadcasting System (1) Los Angeles Times (1) 



New York Times (2) 

Harper's Magazine (1) 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram (1) 

Popular Science Monthly (1) 

Life Magazine (3) 

New Yorker Magazine (1) 

Chicago Sun-Times (1) 

Look Magazine (1) 

Columbia Broadcasting System (2) 

Manchester (N.H.) Union Leader (1) 

Freelance Correspondents (4) 

Purpose of the Study 

As briefly stated in the introduction, the main purpose of this 

study is to collectively pay tribute to the men and women war correspon

dents who gave their lives while covering American combat actions in 
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World War II, Korea and in Southeast Asia. There have been books written 

about several of these correspondents, articles written on most, but it 

is believed that this is the first composite biographical collection rel

ative to them all. Therefore, it is hoped that this work will be accepted 

by the Department of Defense, to be made a part of the Correspondents' 

Corridor and perhaps take up what appears to be a seeming information void. 

It is also envisioned that this study might surface one or more 

commonalities among the war correspondents who died in action. 

A secondary purpose is to examine the role of the American war cor

resp~ndent in an attempt to see how his or her modus operandi has changed 

beginning with the Civil War and ending with operations in Southeast Asia. 

In doing so, mention will also be made, where possible, of those newsmen 

who died on the battlefields prior to World War II. 



Definitions 

There are several capacities in which members of the press might be 

represented during any particular war. For the.purpose of this study, 

principal biographical examination for World War II, Korea and Southeast 

Asia correspondent casualties will center on American civilian newsmen 
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and women employed by or affiliated with American media and who lost their 

lives in a war in which the United States was directly involvedo It in

cludes those correspondents who were killed in hostile action and those 

who died of accidental causes in the performance of ne•.vs duties in a 

foreign land. It does not include American war correspondents who died 

upon their return to the United States nor American newsmen who were kill

ed while working for a foreign press. 

It should be noted that this definition does not necessarily apply 

to discussion of correspondent casualties prior to World War Ilo For 

example, it was quite corrnnon for newspapers during the Civil War or 

during the Spanish American War to receive much of their war coverage 

from reporters who were conscripted or who joined the armed forces and 

sent home their dispatches when time permittedo 

Limitations of the Study 

This study is limited by the amount of biographical information 

which could be found on the respective correspondents. For some newsmen 

such as Ernie Pyle or Robert Capa, there was an abundance of information, 

but for others whose careers were more obscure, perhaps only an obituary 

or a short tribute could be foundo 

Further, this study, as mentioned earlier, is limited to examination 

of only those American correspondents who gave their lives while covering 



wars in which the United States was directly involvedo Other American 

newsmen have been killed covering foreign actions such as George Folk, 
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of C.BoSo, who was slain in 1948 while covering the Greek Civil War or 

Paul Schutzer, Time-Life and Ted Yates of N.B.C., who were killed in 1967 

during the Arab-Israeli War; however, no attempt will be made here to in

clude them as a part of this study. In addition, this thesis does not 

include members of the U.S. armed forces who were killed while serving in 

some type of press capacity. 

A final limitation concerns early war correspondent deathso l!hile 

it is· possible that there may have been some American ne\vsmen who lost 

their lives in wars preceding the Civif War, nothing could be found in th2 

literature to substantiate that possibilityo 

Literature Review 

While there are numerous works written about the role of the war 

correspondent and a few mention the names of American correspondents who 

were killed or who died in a particular war, none collectively examine 

their lives under one covero 

The most recent book to be published on this subject, The First 

Casualt~ by Phillip Knightley, looks at the origin of foreign war corres

pondence from the Crimean War and traces its path through to Vietnam. 

Knightley looks critically at the major wars and tries to distinguish fact 

from myth and examines to what extent the war correspondent has been re

sponsible for myths. 3 

Robert L. Chick, in his University of Florida ~1aster's thesis, did a 

critical examination of the writings of Ernie Pyle and how Pyle's report

ing from Europe differed from his communications in the Pacific.4 Ernie 



Pyle's professional writings are available in five works of his own and 

his biography is well-told in the Story of Ernie Pyle, by his colleague 

and close personal friend, Lee G. Miller.S 
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Joseph J. Mathews, who wrote a number of scholarly articles on var

ious facets of war reporting, compiled his works in 1957 into Reporting 

the Wars, which takes the reader from the genesis of war correspondence 

through the various wars and gives a vivid accound of censorsl1ip and con

trol and how these obstacles of the press were handled during each of the 

wars.6 

In addition, Editor & Publisher magazine published updated articles 

on newsmen casualties and more than one-half of the correspondents are 

covered by articles and obituaries in Time, Newsweek, the New York Times 

as well as other magazines, newspapers and house organs. A number of 

other books and articles mention the subject of war correspondents and 

will be cited in their respective chapters. 

Method and Organization 

The initial list of correspondent casualties was furnished by the De

partment of the Army and is identical to those names now listed in the 

Pentagon Memorial Alcove. Within the scope of this research it was found 

that there is some disparity between the original list and tho~e accepted 

for this thesiso Some of this difference can be explained by the fact 

that this work only examines those American correspondents killed in 

action or who died in an overseas theater. It does not, for example, in

clude reporters such as Maggie Higgins, who contacted Malaria in South 

Vietnam and died upon her return to the United States. 

Correspondents eliminated from the original list include Ben Miller of 
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the Baltimore Sun. Although Miller had served overseas as a World War II 

correspondent, his death came as a result of an airplane accident in the 

United States. Additionally, Harry L. Percy of the United Press, who 

died of Malaria in Cairo in 1942, was taken off after a conversation with 

U.P. officials disclosed that Percy was a native and citizen of Great 

Britain. Harold Denny of the New York Times is not discussed in ti,at he 

died of a heart attack in Des Moines, Iowa and the final newsman to be 

eliminated was Peter Van Thiel, a freelance photographer killed in Viet

nam. Van Thiel, according to Editor & Publisher was killed by Viet Cong 

guerillas in May, 1965 and while he was accredited through the United 

States, he was a citizen of Switzerland. 

One name was added to the list. He was William H. Graham, a member 

of the New York Journal of Commerce, who was killed in an air crash off 

the coast of Korea in 1951. This was confirmed in a Department of the 

Army message dated October 2, 1972o7 

From the revised list of casualties, letters were mailed to the re

spective media requesting biographical information, photographs and the 

names and addresses of anyone who they felt might be able to further 

assist in this research. Approximately one-half of the addressees re

sponded to that first letter. A subsequent letter was mailed to personnel 

officers, rather than vice presidents and these letters produced several 

more respons2s. 

From those answers and some locations of next-of-kin furnished by the 

Department of Defense, additional letters were mailed to wives, mothers, 

brothers, sisters and friends requesting any information which they thought 
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might be beneficial to this projt.ct. Responses ranged from one newspaper 

clipping to an entire box of personal effects sent by the mother of a 

photographer killed in Vietnam. 



NOTES 

1 ''C for Correspondent," Newsweek, April 26, 1943, p. 85. 

2Winant Sidle, Retired Army Major General, former Chief of 
Information, Department of the Army, U.S. Army letter, November 2, 1972. 

3phillip Knightley, The First Casualty (New York: Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, 1975). 

4Robert L. Chick, "Ernie Pyle: The Man and His Hessage," (unpub
lished Master's thesis, University of Florida, 1968). 

SLee G. Miller, The Story of Ernie Pyle (New York: The Viking 
Press, 1950). 

6Joseph J. Mathews, Reporting the Wars (Minneapolis: The 
University of Minnesota Press, 1957). 

7u.s. Army message from Commander, U.S. Forces Korea to Commander
in-Chief, Pacific, Subject: DOD Memorial for Newsmen, October 2, 1972. 
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CHAPTER II 

AMERICAN WAR CORRESPONDENCE 

Introduction 

Not all historians agree on the date nor the war in which the 

American combat correspondent saw his beginning. Some contend the war 

scribe can be traced back to the Revolutionary War, while others will 

say he began in earnest during the War of 1812-14. During the Revolu

tionary War, newspapers relied almost wholly on the chance arrival of 

private letters and of official and semi-official messages. They filled 

their columns with clippings from other newspapers, foreign papers and 

colonial exchanges and those papers had accumulated their own news in 

much the same haphazard way.l 

Even during the War of 1812-14, organized war correspondence was un

heard of. But the Kentuckian James M. Bradford, editor of the Orleans 

Gazette, who had established the Time Piece at St. Francisville, Louisi

ana, just before the war, has some claim to the title of war correspon

dent - perhaps the first in American journalism. Bradford enlisted in 

Jackson's army which was defending New Orleans and wrote a series of let

ters home to his paper describing the military operations. 2 

Civil War (Northern Press) 

In many ways the American Civil War was the first of the modern wars, 

not only in terms of the introduction of modern weapons, organized medical 

service, an efficient signal corps and intelligent use of railroads for 

rapid troop and supply transport, but also the scope of press coverage that 

was given to it. 
11 
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The Civil War affected all aspects of journalism. Reporting, edit

ing, circulation, printing, advertising and illustrations were all modi

fied during the conflict. Reporters on both sides soon found themselves 

with the serious dilemma on how to report the war to their readers without 

giving aid and comfort to the other side. 

Newspapers for the first time could see the monetary advantages in 

covering the war from every conceivable angle. From the North alone, 

some 500 reporters were dispatched. 3 Among the newsmen from the North 

were former teachers, lawyers, government clerks, telegraphers, bookkeepers, 

poets, preach~rs and some soldiers. The average age of correspondents in 

the field was somewhere in the late twenties, although at least six were 

19 or less. They came from all parts of the country, although compara

tively few were from west of the Mississippi River. At least 18 were born 

in New York state and of the 78 whose biographical data is known, 21 had 

lived in New England; 15 were of foreign origin, seven of them Irish.4 

In the beginning, most correspondents were headquartered in Washing

ton, where War Department officials were at some loss as to how to deal 

with them. The military had learned that a journalist could be a curse or 

blessing, depending on the nature of his reports. They were generally well 

received in Washington, but they had no official status. They were wined 

and dined at officers' mess and were given elaborate briefings by Army 

commanders. Several were allowed to accompany troops into the field. 

From the outbreak of hostilities, the leading New York papers surpass

ed the journals of any city in obtaining news of the activities and engage

ments of the a~ies in the field. They maintained a larger number of field 

correspondents, spent money more lavishly, developed better organizations, 
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and proved thcPlSelves more astute in getting special concession through 

political maneuvers. James Gordon Bennett and his Ne .. : York Herald, for 

example, spent more than a half a million dollars on t:ar correspondence; 

during the last years of the war the paper maintained from 30 to 40 

writers in the field; 78 Herald horses were killed or died of hardships; 

five Herald reporters were at one time in prison in the South; one special 

correspondent was killed and three perished from illness or exposure con

tacted in the line of dutyoS 

The Ci vi 1 \Jar also saw more than 150 "special" correspondents, \vho 

were not recognized as noncombatants. They were as liable to attack the 

enemy as soldiers and were sometimes attached to officers' staffs and 

served as aides, dispatch carriers or signal officers. 

Albert D. Richardson of the New York Tribune was one of the most in

trepid of the Northern specialso He volunteered to travel through the 

South in the spring of 1861, when to be recognized as a correspondent 

would have meant hanging; he sent his cipher letters to New York banks to 

be passed on to his papero Later Richardson reported the battles in the 

West. He watched the bombardment of Fort Henry from the top of a tall 

tree which stood between the gunboats and the fort and he witnessed the 

attack on Island No. 10 from the hurricane deck of Commodore Foote's flag

shipo In the company of other specials, he attempted to run the blockade 

at Vicksburg, but their boat was raked by the enemy batteries, its captain 

was killed at the wheel, its boilers were exploded and Richardson leaped 

into the water where he was later picked up by the Confederates. He was 

sent to various military prisons in the South and suffered great depriva

tions, but finally escaped and made his way northward. On foot, wading 
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streams waist deep and full of ice, befriended by r;egroes and mountain

eers, passing close to Confederate camps, guided by bushwhackers and 

finally by a ••nameless heroine•• who appeared mysteriously to lead he o.nd 

his friend through dangerous passes and then disappeared just as secretly, 

they at last reached the Union lines. With tears in his eyes, Richardson 

saluted the flag, then rushed to the telegraph office to wire his p~p~r: 

110ut of the jaws of death; out of the mouth of Hell. 11 6 

Most of the ~ctter known Northern army correspondents were attached 

to the forces in the East. Events were concentrated there within a com

paratively limited area near the large cities. Reporters billeted with 

the Army of the Potomac therefore were more conspicuous. In the west, 

Army movements were on a larger seal~, in which the individual reporter 

more easily was lost. 

They were a picturesque group with their fancy vests, their stiff 

collars and their beards of all shapes and sizes. The New York Tribune 

took special pride in having its correspondents outshine those employed bv 

the other papers and so they commonly wore knickerbockers of the finest 

corduroy, buckskin jackets, high-topped boots of top grain leather, con

spicuous gauntlets and broad-brimmed hats. Like other correspondents, 

however, they used the standard equipment of revolver, field glasses, 

notebook, one or more blankets, a haversack for provisions on the march 

and a good horse.7 

Correspondents sometimes drew rations and equipment and were refused 

them at others - the practice varied - and their use of Army postal ser

vice and transportation was equally uncertain. While most were well re

ceived in Washington, the same cannot be said for all camps in the field. 
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Some of the correspondents were drummed out of camp to the tune of the 

"Rogue's March." General George Gordon Meade, victor at Gettysburg and 

Commander of the Army of the Potomac, once ordered a correspondent of the 

highly-respected Philadelphia Inguirer paraded through the army lines ~ear

ing a sign around his neck inscribed "Lib2ller of the Press." This scribE., 

who had written something that displeased General t1cade was then expelled 

from the camp. 

General "Olt1 Brains" Halleck evicted all correspondents en masse as 

he advanced on Corinth "by inches" after Shiloh and General Hilliam T. 

Sherman court-martialed those who accompanied his Yazoo expedition against 

his orders. Later in the war, in the devastating Georgia campaign, 

Sherman just "vanished" by the simple expedient of effectively muzzling 

all newsmen or chasing them out of the area of his contro1. 8 

The telegraph was available for large-scale use for the first time. 

Almost 50,000 miles of telegraph line were in use in the eastern states 

and although the rates were high and the companies often demanded cash in 

advance before they would begin transmission, the by-line "By Telegraph" 

became more frequent as the war progressed. 

Before the war, news often would run as much as a week late and read

ers did not seem to mind. But in 1861 there was an insatiable demand for 

fresh information. Telegraph wires were continually jammed with dispatches 

from Washington and correspondents vied with each other for their use. 

Competition became so fierce that some newsmen would instruct operators to 

punch out chapters of the Bible until they were ready to send their dis

patch. In this way they could keep the line open for their exclusive use. 

Opposition reporters retaliated by cutting the wire. The telegraph com-
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panies finally set a fifteen minute limit for any one correspondent at a 

time. Eventually the government seized control of the telegraph lines to 

regulate the flow of information.9 

Few, if any, correspondents remained in the field for the duration. 

F. Lauriston Bullard, in his detailed work Famous War Correspondents, 

wrote, "They were hardy men, but their constitutions broke down under the 

strain they were called upon to endure. Few of the American correspon-

dents thought of war reporting as a life occupation; they took to the 

field for a campaign, not a career."lO 

The pay and conditions for a war correspondent were not particularly 

good. Salaries ranged from $10 to $25 a week, including expenses. The 

work was physically and emotionally exhausting. Stories had to be written 

on the same day as the battle and so newsmen would work all night, ride 

off at daybreak to the nearest rail or telegraph head, lodge their copy 

and then ride back to witness that day's activities. 

In spite of these conditions, editors were unreasonably demanding. 

As the public's hunger forwar news mounted, so did circulations; a large 

New York paper could sell five times its normal circulation when it ran 

details of a big battle, while the Philadelphia Inguirer, nearest to the 

front, frequently sold 25,000 copies of a single issue to the troops alone. 

This meant serious money and when no news was available editors chafed at 

the loss of income and pressed their correspondents harder. Wilbur F. 

Story of the Chicago Times sent an order to one of his men: "Telegraph 

h . d ull fully all news you can get and when t ere 1s no news, sen rumors. 

Southern Press 

Not much has been said about the Southern Press up to this point, al-
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though it played an in1portant role in the fortunes of the Confederacy. 

In the South, most of the news of battles was supplied to Southern 

editors by the Press Association of the Confederate States of America, 

better known as "P.A." which was just the reversed logotype of the biggest 

Northern news agency, the A.P.12 

On the whole, the P.A. served its clients well and was a big step in 

the progress of Southern journalism. There were 43 daily papers in the 

South, and all were members of the association. Dispatches were trans· 

mitted over the military telegraph lines, the army system, at half rates. 

Short, but complete, reports supplanted the rambling, confused accounts 

of prewar days. Reporters with the Southern armies were paid $25 a week 

and as in the Northern armies, some of them were ejected for releasing 

information believed useful to the enemy.l3 

The South managed to put about a hundred war correspondents into the 

field, many of whom were serving military officers who volunteered to 

send a telegram or a letter when circumstances permitted.l4 

As the war progressed, the South's plight worsened. When the North-

ern forces moved into the Confederacy, many newspapers suffered curtail-

ment or total and preemptory dissolution at the hands of the Union Army • 
. 

Wartime scarcities and skyrocketing costs of paper and other printing 

materials, the increased obsolescence of presses and typographical equip-

ment, the problem of finding printers and other office help to replace 

the employees that were called 3~1ay to the army, communications difficul-

ties resulting from abnormal pressures on and deterioration of telegraph 

and postal facilities and periodic encounters with military censorship 

limited the effectiveness of the Confederate press and caused 



subscription rates to soar to hej~hts undreamed of at the beginning of 

the war.lS 

18 

No professional group of Confederate war correspondents appeared, 

united in the bonds of common profession as they did in the North. A 

few individuals like Samuel C. Reid, Jr. and Felix de Fontaine served as 

reporters with the armies sporadically throughout the war, but the bulk 

of reporting came from the editors who made an occasional visit to an 

army headquarters, other newsmen who served briefly in one sector and a 

heterogeneous host of amateurs.l6 

Existence in the field for the Rebel reporter was difficult at best. 

One typical account is given by Major Robert Henry Glass of the Lynchburg 

Republican. In a philosophical note back to his paper, Glass wrote, 

''Clean linen here once a week is a great luxury and a shirt which has 

never felt starch or the polish of an iron makes a man proud and better 

than other people. For silver spoons we have pewter; for china cups and 

plate, tin; saucers, none; table-cloth, none; cream, none; vegetables, 

none. Good beef and tolerable bread, with a cup of cream-less coffee 

constitute our principle fare, at breakfast, dinner and supper. Those 

who are so fortunate as to pick up an occasional chicken by the wayside, 

kill it before getting to camp, for fear its squall may attract the atten

tion of the nearest mess and make them guests for the next meal."l7 

Casualties 

There were casualties among the Civil War correspondents, although 

newspaper editors did not require their reporters to expose themselves 

to hostile gunfire in the line of duty. Some of the more enterprising re

porters assumed the risks of battle like any soldier, following columns of 
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attack, riding along the lines and locating themselves at the most stra-

tegic points for obtaining a better view of the field. In some cases 

they even picked up the muskets of fallen soldiers and used them. 

Phineas Romans of the New York Herald died when he fell from the 

deck of a gunboat. Another Herald man, J. Po Dunn, suffered a fatal ill

ness after covering the Battle of Vicksburg.18 A Chicago Journal report

er was killed outright at the storming of Fort Henry. Another Chicago 

reporter was struck by a cannon ball and killed while riding ,.:ith General 

Grant at Shiloh. Arthur B. Fuller, brother of the gifted transcendental

ist critic Margaret Fuller and an occasional correspondent of the Boston 

Journal, died at Fredericksburg. Several other newspapermen failed to 

recover from wounds received in battle and no less than eight died of · 

camp diseases. 19 

Conclusions 

Coverage of the war by the press improved vastly in 1863 and 1864o 

The restrictions on the correspondents, written in the first and second 

years of the conflict, .still stood - on paper - but were rarely enforced 

to the letter. For one thing, veteran correspondents had learned, per

haps too well, that the Civil War was the people's war, fought by uniform

ed and armed civilians, with only a sprinkling of professionals among 

them and that the war correspondents covered, and generally did, perform a 

useful service, for without a steady flow of information from the fighting 

front to the home communities, the hurt and sacrafices of the war would 

become intolerable in short order. 
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CHAPTER Ill 

THE INDIAN WAR REPORTERS 

Background 

The Civil War ended at Appomattox, but out West a new fighting 

began with new problems to American newspapers and their reporters. 

Settlers moving West met with the Plains Indians, resulting in 

Indian Wars lasting 25 years, from 1866 until 1891. ·Upon the western 

warfare American newspapers turned to their newly acquired technique 

of war reporting. War correspondence had bloomed into a specialized 

journalistic function during the Civil War and thereafter, the war 

reporter was to take his place as a singular figure on both journalism 

and adventure. 

The western war correspondent was compelled to ride to the charge 

and do his share of the fighting when occasion demanded, a requirement 

that set him off from correspondents in other wars. True, war corres

pondents had fought in other wars, but not because they had to, except 

in isolated instances. In the West, the war correspondent's first 

requirements were a weapon, a mount, and a courier with courage enough 

to take a story back through a country picketed with hostile Indians. 

As a member of the expedition-itself a privileged new position for 

the war correspondent-he accompanied an undermanned army in search of 

a foe superior in numbers, to fight battles, each of which was a "forlorn 

hope," as General Phil Sheridan expressed it.l 

The correspondent who sought his destiny in the West was an entirely 

different breed and must stand apart from the mainstream of war 
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correspondence developed during the Civil War. lie took his place with 

the troops and shared his tent and mess with a military officer. He 

reported his story in detail, but did not have and could not have had 

the Indian side of the story. He did, however reveal the Indian side 

when he sought to explain the cause of the conflict, not in terms of 

Indian interpretation, but in terms of mismanagement of Indian affairs 

by civili<:.ns in charge. 

The fidelity of their reporting is shown in another way. All first

hand accounts of Indian campaigning in the West reveal one distinct 

characteristic - Indian warfare meant long and weary hours, days, weeks, 

and even the resulting fight before the first word of a dispatch could 

be typed.2 

The kind of news from the West which the newspapers east of the 

Mississippi began publishing in 1866 reflects little credit upon American 

journalism. Depending mainly upon volunteer correspondents more gifted 

in imaginative writing than in accurate reporting, they spread before 

their readers the kind of highly-colored accounts of Indian raids and 

massacres that the most sensational yellow journal of a later period 

might have envied.3 

According to the late Elmo Scott Watson, who spent several years 

in research of war correspondents who covered the Indian Wars, 73 news

men and women covered the 12 major military campaign - some covering 

more than one campaign.4 

In some cases the war correspondents were Army officers, who could 

scarcely be expected to be unbiased in their reports of engagements with 

the Indians, especially when the soldiers were outrnarched, outmaneuvered 
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and, as was the case all too fret.uently, outfought by their Indian adver

saries. 

Other correspondents were the editors of weeklies or small dailies 

in the frontier settlements. Most of the settlement papers reflected 

local sentiment on the Indian question, including the frontiersman's 

traditional hostility toward the redman and his determination to possess 

the Indian's lands, by fair means or foul. Hence, the editors were con

siderably less than objective of Indian affairs, whether for their own 

paper or as correspondents for Eastern journals.S 

Correspondent Casualties 

Two correspondents met death during the Indian campaigns. Ridgeway 

GloverJ a photographer for Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper was killed 

on September 17, 1866 near Fort Phil Kearney, Wyoming while covering Red 

Cloud's War and Mark Kellogg of the Bismarck Tribune died along with 

General George Custer at the Little Big Horn.6 

Glover left Philadelphia during the summer of 1866 and headed West 

after making arrangements with the Philadelphia Photographer and Frank 

Leslie's paper to send them material. Once he arrived at Fort Phil 

Kearney, he found that Red Cloud had gone on the warpath in protest 

against the u.s. government blocking the Sioux's rights of transit to 

reach hunting grounds in Montana. 

With this in mind and his mission to photograph Indians, Glover 

still left the fort alone and unarmed. On one such trip a group of 

Arapahos killed him.7 

Mark Kellogg had been a telegrapher, train dispatcher and had done 

some writing for small town papers. He had drifted from town to town 
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and finally into Bismarck in 1876 after his vrife ha.J died. In Bismarc:~ 

he was hired by Colonel Clement AQ Lounsbury, owner of the Tribune and 

part-time correspondent for the Western Associated Press. 

Lounsbury had intended to accompany General Alfred H. Terry's 

Yellowstone Expedition as a war correspondent, but illness in his family 

caused him to change his plans and delegate the assigno~rtt to the 43-year-

old Kellogg. 

All along the march, Kellogg sent back his dispatches ~~ile the ex-

pedition pushed across the wild, rugged country. General Terry had 

ignored orders in permitting the reporter to accompany the troops. The 

grizzled old general of the armies, William T. Sherman, was very specific 

in his instructions he sent from Washington before the expedition started. 

"Advise Custer to be prudent, 11 he wr.ote, "and not take along any newspaper-

men." But Custer wanted a journalist with him.8 

Kellogg spent almost a month in the saddle before _the column entered 

the hostile region along the Yellowstone where scouting parties found the 

trail of the Sioux and their abandoned campsites. At this point, Kellogg 

was given his choice. He could stay with Terry's forces, or he could ride 

in the advance alongside Custer. Custer's carefree assurance dispelled 

any indecision and Kellogg chose to go with the Seventh Cavalry. On June 

24 Custer made ready to cross the Rosebud River and strike out for the 

Little Big Horn, so Kellogg sent back a last dispatch describing prepar-

ation for the battle. He wrote: 

We leave the Rosebud tomorrow and by the time this reaches 
you we will have met and fought the red devils, with what 
results remains to be seen. I go with Custer and will be at 
the death.9 



What happened to Mark Kello~g at the Little Big Horn is not posi

tively known. One officer who knew him said his body was found near a 

dead company commander on the east of the battlefield. Another report 

said Major Reno's men had buried Kellogg on June 28.10 True to his 

promise, Kellogg had been there "at the death." 
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CEP .. PTER IV 

SPANISH AMERICAN WAR 

Introduction 

The United States battleship Maine was blown up in Havana harbor on 

the night of February 15, 1898, with the loss of 266 American lives. 

No one has satisfactorily established the cause of the explosion; how

ever, most Americans at the time blamed Spanish agents. Less than three 

months later, Congress was to declare a war on Sp3in~ which lasted 113 

days. 

During the night of the explosion, F. J. Hilgert, A.P. correspon

dent in Havana, sent two bulletins within a few minutes: 

THERE HAS BEEN A BIG EXPLOSION SOMEWHERE IN THE HARBOR. 

MAINE HAS BEEN BLOWN UP AND HUNDREDS OF SAILORS HAVE BEEN KILLED. 

William Randolph Hearst, publisher of the New York Journal, upon 

arriving home that night was summoned to the telephone by a call from hi~: 

office and lvas told the newso "Good heavens! What have you done with the 

story.o.Have you put anything else on the front page?" 

"Only the other big news." 

"There is not any other big newso Please spread the story all over 

the page. This means war!" 

The next day came an answering explosion of black headlines, display, 

and a diagram picture on the first page of the Journal. Hearst offered 

$50,000 for exclusive information which would "convict the person or per

sons who sank the Maine." But the Journal needed no such information; 

its banner line read: "DESTRUCTION OF THE WAR SHIP ~1AINE WAS THE WORK OF 
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AN ENEMY . " Th 1 . h e newspaper was sou1 c aim1ng t at the Spanish were guilty 

of the crime regardless of the investigation of the regular court of in

quiry. 2 

The Journal's chief competitor Joseph Pulitzer's World was not far 

behind in creating war hysteria. Pulitzer, whose own military experience 

had given him a distaste for war and who had strongly rebuked President 

Cleveland's warlike attitude, was said to have admitted that he liked the 

idea of a small war which might react on newspaper circulations.3 

Editorially the World took a more moderate tone, but its headlines 

sometimes outdid the Journal in size and shrillness. The entire page of 

one issue was devoted to the Maine explosion. The circulation of each 

paper ran well over a million as readers eagerly bought copies as they 

hit the streets. The cry "Remember the Maine," became a national slogan 

and yellow journalism was having its heyday. 

The Reporters 

Some of the things correspondents reported were facts and some they 

saw with their own eyes, but the charges of fakery in the news stories 

cannot be discounted. Correspondents who complained that fellow report-

ers wrote their stories without moving from the Inglaterra Hotel in 

Havana or relied on junta reports received or conceived at Tampa or Key 

West were no doubt justified. At the same time, some newspapers made 

strenuous efforts to find out what was going on by sending correspondents 

to the scene. Between the start of the revolution in February of 1895 

and the start of the war in April, 1898, some 75 correspondents were 

sent to Cuba. At least 15 joined insurgent forces and were eyewitnesses 

to battles they reported.4 
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Once war was officially declared, more than one hundred more report-

ers converged on Tampa, the staging area for troops being shipped to 

Cuba. On the night of June 9, 1898, most of the reporters were given 

permission to board the headquarters ship Segurance for the 90 mile trip 

to Cuba. They were dressed in an assortment of olive bunting suits, 

white ducks and business suits. Some carried revolvers, canteens, bed 

rolls, machetes, cameras, binoculars and, of course, notebooks. 

The exact number of American newspapermen who saw service at the 

front in this short war is not known. Some observers estimated there 

were as many as 400 writers, photographers and artists covering the 

brief hostilities.S 

Small fleets of press boats accompanied the Navy into action. Corres-

pondents sailed with Admiral Dewey to Manila and Commodore Schley to Havana. 

They covered every battle and skirmish in Cuba and more than once took 

part in the fighting itself. One Journal correspondent lost a leg during 

a fighting charge and Richard Harding Davis, then reporting for the New 

York Herald and Times of London, led another charge and won praise of 

Rough Rider Roosevelt. 6 

Another correspondent who showed a considerable amount of bravery 

was James Creelman, of the New York Journal. He was leading an attack 

on a small fort at El Caney, where he seized the Spanish flag as a trophy 

for his paper. Almost simultaneously, Creelman was struck by a bullet 

which smashed his arm and tore a hole in his back. He was carried, half 

delirious, to the rear. He later wrote: 

Someone knelt in the grass beside me and put his hand 
on my fevered head. Opening my eyes, I saw Mr. Hearst, the 
proprietor of the New York Journal, a straw hat with bright 
ribbon on his head, a revolver at his belt, and a pencil 
and notebook in his hand. 



The man who had provoked the war had come to see the 
results with his O\ffi eyes, and, finding one of his corres
pondents prostrate, was doing the work himself. Slowly he 
took dm.,;rn my story of the fight. Agai.n and again the ting
ling of mau~er bullets interrupted, but he seemed unmoved~ 
The battle had to be reported somehow. 

"I'm sorry you're hurt"- and his face \vas radiant with 
enthusiasm - "Hasn't it a splendid fight? We must beat every 
paper in the world!'q 

Among the war correspondents \vere famous writers including Fr.:1nk 

Norris, Stephen Crane, Julian Hawthorne, John Fox, Stephen Bansal and 

Davis. Others were famous artists such as R. F. Zogbaum, Frederic 
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Remington, W. W. Rogers and John T. McCutcheon, but most of the corres-

pendent force were men recruited from all departments of the various 

media and few knew anything about military affairs. 

Hearst probably spent more money on war coverage than his closest 

rivals- the ~"orld, the Sun, the Hearld, the Associated Press, and the 

Chicago Record - but some of them were probably close behind. 

Charles Sanfort Diehl, of the Associated Press, claimed his bur-

eau's war costs alone for coverage between March and October 1898, was 

$284,210. Of this $141,402 was spent on dispatch boats and salaries and 

expenses of correspondents. Cable tolls from the war zone cost $124,554 

and extra costs in distributing news over leased wires in the United States 

were $18,554.8 

The fleet boats were expensive. The Journal kept ten vessels in oper-

ation and the Herald and Associated Press had five each. The World had 

three, the Sun and Chicago Record one each. Charter cost varied, but accord-

ing to one member of the Sun, it cost approximately $1000 to maintain a 

single dispatch boat for one day and boat insurance for wartime was run-

ning to $2,500 a month for one boat.9 
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Casualties 

The reporters had their list of casualties as well as the men who 

fought the battles. Four correspondents were wounded. Edward Hars1~all, 

in an ambush in which some soldiers lost their lives, emptied his revol

ver and was hit near the spine by a mauser bullet. Unable to ~2ke any 

bodily movement, he, with several other wounded, undertook to sing the 

"Star Spangled Banner" to let their comrades knm..r they Here not dead. 

Others wounded included James Whigham and James F. Archibald, as well as 

the Journal's Creelman. 

Two years prior to the United States officially entering into the 

Spanish American War, an insurrection had begun in Cuba. Some American 

reporters had been there; others joined them in H~vana when it appeared 

that front page news was occuring. 

The peril facing reporters during the insurrection was illustrated in 

the death of Charles Govin, 23-year-old correspondent for the Key West 

Equator-Democrat. He was killed three days after landing from the fili

buster boat Three Friends on July 6, 1896. The report was that Gavin was 

captured in company with some insurgents, while he was being taken to 

prison, the officer in charge learned he was an American. Govin's only 

creditial was a notarized statement declaring him a correspondent of the 

Equator-Democrat. The officer, in his hatred of Americans, had Gavin 

bound and hacked to pieces with machetes. 10 

Another correspondent, Charles E. Crosby, of the Chicago Record, was 

also killed in action during the Cuban insurrection. He had been part of 

a three-man contingent sent by Victor Lawson, owner of the Record and the 

Chicago Daily News. 
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Crosby was an Englishman by birth, but made his horne in New York 

City. He had served several years in the French Army and later worked 

for several years as a civil engineer in Mexico and other Latin American 

countries. 

Lawson's instruction to his correspondent made for the highest type 

of service. He wrote Crosby in these terms: 

While the Record is anxious to get "all the news" 
possible from Cuba, I wish you to understand that the basic 
principle of its news service is truth. We do not want 
to fool our readers with sensational stories that have little 
or no foundation in fact. I appreciate that in a case of 
this kind there will be a good deal of news that a corres
pondent will have no means of absolutely verifying and 
which is still of such a character that it ought not to be 
held until it stales. In such case, we want the news for
warded, but with the distinct statement in the dispatch 
that it has been not possible to verify it; that it is a 
rumor; that it is contradicted by so and so; or by ,.,hat ever 
qualification the circumstances require. We deem it of far 
greater consequence to retain the confidence of our readers 
than to startle them with sensational stories that must 
eventually be known as untrue. 11 

The undertakin6 involved considerable expense for that day. Cros~ 

was paid $30 a week and allowed expenses not to exceed $20 a week excluding 

transportation to and from Cuba. Because of the uncertainty of regular 

payment, each drew $200 to $500 in advance. 

While the other Record correspondents were going to posts in Havana, 

Crosby was given his mission behind insurgent lines. 

At Havana, Crosby went through the standard routine of the newly-

arrived correspondent: he witnessed an excution at Cabanas prison, sent 

a description to his paper and then crossed the Spanish lines. The 

Record received three subsequent dispatches from him, then they heard 

nothing for several weeks, when it was learned he had been killed at 

Arroyo Blanco. 
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Although Crosby's dispatches were signed "Don Carlos" to keep his 

identity a secret from the Spaniards, another Record reporter had learned 

that some of Crosby's correspondence had fallen into the hands of 

officials. He reported that a description of Crosby had been posted and 

the Spaniards were searching for him. 

The Record paid editorial tribute to Crosby and other correspondents 

who braved the dangers of entering Cuba "to report the facts" needed to 

prevent the people from being duped "by the horde of prevaricators in Key 

West." Crosby, it said, merited the gratitude of readers "for his hero

ism and devotion in their behalf to the task of telling the true story 

of the desperate rebellion."12 
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CHAPTER V 

WORLD WAR I 

Introduction 

When World War I broke out in August 1914, there were verv few . 
American correspondents abroad. Some, such as Rich0rd Harding Davis 

and Jack London could be found following the Marines' landing at Vera 

Cruz, but most were at home in the United States when news of the out-

break arrived. 

That same month, correspondents returned from Mexico where the action 

had been dull, others travelled from all parts of the United States 

and together they formed the first American press wave for Europe, which 

eventually was to total ninety.l For some of the reporters it was their 

first war, for others their second, third or fourth. 

By this time in history, practically all of the American daily news-

papers were served foreign news by the press associations. The bureau 

men in foreign capitals, who relied heavily for their material on the lo-

cal press associations in the countries in which they operated, were not 

equipped to cope with the sudden demand for large volumns of news from 

belligerent countries. Consequently, the press associations rushed scores 

of men to Europe early in August. These reporters were supplemented by 

an army of correspondents sent by large metropolitan newspapers and by 

magazines and by freelancers who sought to get a ringside seat at the 

arena where the story of the century was unfolding. 

Dispatches of special correspondents were particularly important be-

cause the metropolitan newspapers which could afford to send their own men 
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to Europe or to buy their own foreign news fro~ private sources abroad 

entered into agreements largely with the London d~ilies and in turn sold 

the dispatches to other newspapers in the United States. Moreover, with 

the exception of the Chicago Daily News, the New York papers practically 

monopolized the business of serving as middlemen for other dailies in 

the United States. The Atlantic seaboard, where interest in the war was 

particularly noticeable, became an important mouthpiece for the country. 

The main channel of news ran from London to New York and thence to other 

cities throughout the country.2 

Correspondents 

The only American with official accreditation from the British auth-

orities during the early part of the war was Frederick Palmer, a corres-

pondent for Collier's and a veteran war reporter who served all American 

wire services.3 Richard Harding Davis, who had not missed a war for 

many years, went across on the same ship with Palmer. Unable to obtain 

credentials from British authorities, Davis made his way to Brussels, 

where he saw the German army march into that city. Later Davis attempted 

to get through the lines to Paris, was arrested by the Germans as a spy 

and was only released when the American minister to Belgium intervened. 4 

His colorful accounts indicated that he was enjoying himself in those 

early days: For example, he wrote: 

For the correspondent those were happy days! Like every
one else, from the proudest noblemen to the boy in wooden 
shoes, we were given a laisser-passer, which gave us permis
sion to go anywhere; this with a passport was our only creden
tial. Proper credentials to accompany the armies in the 
field had been formerly refused me by the war offices in Eng
land, France and Belgium. So in Brussels each morning I 
chartered an automobile and witho·ut credentials joined the 
first army that happend to be passing. Sometimes you 



stumbled upon an escarmouchL, sometimes you fled from one 
sometimes you drew a blank. Over early morning coffee we' 
would study the morning papers and, as in the glad days of 
racing at home, from them try to dope out the winnerso 

When we sighted an army we lashed the flags of its 
country to our headlights, and at sixty miles an hour bore 
down upon it. The army always first arrested us, and then, 
on learning our nationality, asked if it were true that 
America had joined the Allies. After I had punched his ribs 
a few times Morgan learned to reply without winking that 
it had.s 
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It was an extremely difficult war for all foreign correspondents to 

report. Each of the armies in the field had a set of regulations care-

fully drawn up with an eye to preventing war correspondents from getting 

any real war news at all. 

Early on, many, including a party of seven Americans, found that the 

German side offered the greatest opportunities. The Germans were winning 

and during that period they allowed neutral correspondents to go to the 

front, provided them with every facility and permitted them to write 

virtually what they likedo On the Austrian front, they received even 

better treatment and on the Russian front, the Grand Duke Nicholas 

arranged for two railway cars to take neutral newsmen on a tour of the 

battlefields. 

No correspondent was allowed to travel with the French army unless he 

was a citizen of France or of one of the countries allied with France in 

the war and the British conducted tours were designed to show neutral 

correspondents everything except what the war was really like. There was 

also a nasty condition attached to being a neutral correspondent accredit-

ed to the British army: if he later reported from the German side and 

was captured by the British, he would be summarily executed as a spy. 
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The Germans eventually introduce( similar strictures.6 

Neville Lytton, British army censor, has commented that not until 

1917 did the army gain sufficient confidence in newspapermen to offer a 

measure of cooperation. To him, the war required a complicated organi

zation "and the press has to be treated as an arm like tanks and aero

planes, suitable for defense and attack." Unsuccessful attacks were re

ported in communiques as successful ones, Lytton reported, and faked 

dispatches '·lere released to mislead the enemy. 7 

With all the restrictions, most of the news and features from the 

front line trenches went unreported. Sometimes the clever correspondent 

could ferret out fruitful news from the official communiques, but this 

was the exception rather than the rule. 

It was not until the summer of 1918 - some fifteen months after the 

American declaration of war - that the United States had any consider

able press force in France. Correspondents with the American Expedition

ary Forces were accredited by filing a $2000 bond and a deposit of $1000 

for maintenance. If the newsman broke any of the military rules, the 

money would be forfeited. Unaccredited newsmen were, however, sometimes 

allowed facilities for observation and reporting. 

Once accredited, correspondents could roam about at will, while news-

men from other nations were commonly compelled to be escorted. They 

lodged where they could - in peasants' homes, haymows, cellars, hotels, 

but their stories all went through the censor's office maintained by the 

Military Intelligence Service at press headquarters. 8 The American war 

correspondent of 1917-18 wore the Sam Browne belts of officers and jaunty 

peaked caps piped with red and green braid. Their outfits were usually 
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completed with whipcord riding breeches and tunics bearing the red letter 

"C" on the left sleeve. 

By this time Frederick Palmer found himself on active duty as a ma

jor and was serving as chief American army censor. In doing so, he gave 

up an estimated $40,000 a year job, compared to the $175 a month he earn

ed in his new army job. As a newspaperman, Major Palmer took pains to 

see that the correspondents covered the war in style. He reqGisitioned 

automobiles for their use and even tried to obtain Army chauffeurs for 

them, an idea that did not pass his superiors. He did manage, however, 

to convince General Pershing to hire civilians for the driving jobs.9 

Correspondents with the American army fell into every conceivable 

class of writer. There were cable men, who ev-ery night cabled their 

associations the happenings of the day. There were mail men who wrote 

only mail-type stories. There were feature men and magazine men, who may

be wrote one or two articles a month. There were the specials, who made 

Paris their headquarters and who went out once in awhile for special art

icles and then there were the division men, the correspondents who were 

assigned divisions from the territory which their paper served. 10 

Some felt that the cable men had the hardest time of all, especially 

those who were working a desk by themselves. Their work meant that they 

had to be out in an open car from ten to fifteen hours a day, and regard

less of what happened they had to be back at press headquarters before 

11 o'clock at night to write their stories, have them censored and filed 

with the telegraph. 

Once the United States was very clearly involved in the war, many 

American correspondents went to the front lines and many times they 

were under fire. 
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What was known as field headquarters of the press section always 

followed the battles and always situated in the town nearest the fight 
11 

where telegraph facilities could be obtained. When the first American 

divisions went into the line in the Lorraine sector for example, the 

press was set up in the nearby town of Neufchateau. The night before 

the Argonne drive began the war correspondents were loaded in cars and 

sent to Bar-Le-Duc, where they remained until the armistice was signed. 

Press Casualties 

Of necessity, the correspondents were under fire, for if they had 

not been, they would not have written the things about the war which 

they did. 

One of those was Floyd Gibbons of the Chicago Tribune. Gibbons 

delibetately chose the Laconia for his trip to Europe as he reasoned 

she Y..'Ould attract German submarines. He was right in his assumption. 

The ship was torpedoed and sank twenty minutes later and Gibbons had 

his first big story. 

And again it was Gibbons, always disregarding his own safety, who 

nearly lost his life by going into combat. On June 6, 1918, he entered 

Belleau Wood with the U.S. Marines and was hit three times by machine 

gun bullets, one tearing out an eye. 12 

Two American correspondents lost their lives during World War I. 

Henry Beach Needham of Collier's, was killed in an airplane accident 

near Paris and Patrick L. Jones, of the International News Service 

drowned on May 1, 1915, along with 1154 others when a German submarine 

sunk the British Cunarder Lusitania.
13 
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CHAPTER VI 

WORLD WAR II 

Introduction 

The United States declared war against Japan on Decemb-2r 8, 1941 

and against Germany and Italy on December 11, 1941; however, American 

correspondents began covering the European war immediately after t!1e 

Nazis crossed the Polish border on September 1, 1939. The B~itish and 

French answered then with their declarations of w3r. 

In November 1939, President Roosevelt obtaine.t a revision of the 

Neutrality Act as the first step in a reversal of the isolationist 

trend and Congress repealed an embargo on sale of arms and authorized 

a cash-and-carry trade with the Allies. 

In early October 1939 in London, English reporters were joined by 

the first twelve United States correspondents authorized to go to the 

front. Familiar names from previous wars were evident. The Associated 

Press sent Drew Middleton and Webb Miller was to represent the United 

Press. Hearst's International News Service rushed William Chaplin to 

the scene and William Harlan Stoneman, represented the Chicago Daily News. 

Britain sent seventeen correspondents to the front, Australia 

three, South Africa and Canada one each. After mulling over the question 

of whether U.S. neutrality would be violated by putting American corres

pondents in British army uniforms, since there was no time to get U.S. 

uniforms, they were all dressed as British officers when they set out 

for the front. 

42 
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On each military cap, newsmen wore a two-inch circle of green felt 

with a gold ''C" for correspondent. On the left shoulder of his tunic 

was a green felt strip with letters in gold: "Foreil;n \!ar Correspondent." 
j\'. 

tsome of the Americans wondered whether like real British officers, tl1ey 

should carry swagger sticks. .But A.P. 's ~Uddleton ga~:hcring up his 

olive drab, growled: "I' 11 be God damneu if I Hill. ''1 

In those first few months of the Nazi blitz, corrcspondc_nts i~·orkc'd 

under incredible conditions and performed \vith extraon:inary sl:illo 

In November, the Russian army moved to Hrcst the Karelian ?cninsul.:t 

from Finland. Norman Deuel, former U.P. manager in hoscow was en route 

horne to the United States and stopped off in Helsinki. On November 30, 

he was awakened by air raid sirens and promptly put in a telephone call 

to his relay bureau in Capenhagen. · While he was waiting, a bomb shat-

tered a near-by building. A big glass dome over Deuel's hotel lobby 

collapsed. Deuel got up from the floor, looked out the window at Russian 

planes dropping high explosives on the city, grabbed the ·telephone and 

began dictating his ·notable news beat on the first bombing of Helsinki.2 

One hundred war correspondent from Germany and from Allied and 

neutral countries rushed to Helsinki to cover the story. They got noth-

ing worthwhile. Despite the presence of many experienced American news-

men and the charm of Virginia Cowles of the Sunday Times of London, the 

Finns showed unshakeable determination to allow no correspondents anywhere 

near the real fighting. "On the Western Front," Leland Stowe, of the 

Chicago Daily Ne\vS, declared, "they have war \vith combat. On the Finnish 

Front we have war without correspondents."3 

The world could not really grasp the shocking swiftness of the Nazi 



attack in the west in May, 1940 until correspondents' stories began 

coming in. M. W. Fodor of the Chicago Daily News, falling back with the 

Allied armies, told how Louvain once again had been mercilessly bombed 

by the Germans, how Brussels and Antwerp had shuddered under the attack. 

A trail of refugees 200 miles long, he reported, was pouring from Belgiu!~ 

into France.4 

Enter America 

When war broke out in Europe, it was doubtful whether the United 

States would fight at all. There was a strong resistence to sending 

American soldiers overseas again. 

The shock of December 7, 1941 brought all those thoughts to an abrupt 

end. Frank T~emaine, U.P. manager in Honolulu woke up at 8 o'clock on 

that morning with a roaring in his ears. He thought at first it was just 

another practice session, until he looked out his window down to Pearl 

Harbor. In the next few minutes he did a number of things. He put in 

long-distance calls to San Francisco and New York·. He phoned a Navy P.R. 

officer to confirm that an enemy attack was in progress. He dictated 

several brief flashes to the cable office. He called Army P.R. at Fort 

Shafter and confirmed that the attacking planes were Japanese. He filed 

another flash that the Japanese were attacking. He called his assistant 

and directed him to go to the office. Then he got dressed and drove down 

to Fort Shafter, leaving his wife to follow up on the long-distance calls.5 

The American service chiefs immediately decided that news of a dis

aster of such magnitude would prove unacceptable to the American people. 

The strict censorship began when the United Press office in Honolulu was 

in the middle of their report to San Francisco. So drastic was the 



ne\17S that nothing further, except for official communiques, came out 

of Pearl Harbor for another four days.6 

When war was officially announced the following day, the United 
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States had at least 200 correspondents abroad, many of them in belligerent 

countries. Some of the American newsmen were caught in enemy-controlled 

areas and were interned along with diplomatic personnel. Nearly six 

months later 22 American newsmen who had been held in Germany were finally 

returned to New York and it was more than eight months before the Japanese 

released the 26 reporters they were holding. 7 \ 

Within the first year after Pearl Harbor there were approximately 

300 full-time American correspondents at the various fronts or in for-

eign news centers and a total of 1646 were accredited at one time or 

another during the war. 8 c)_. 

The Associated Press alone had 179 correspondents and photographers. 

In addition to the press associations, 30 newspapers and 12 magazines 

had their own reporters and cameramen in fighting zones. The leading 

radio networks also had their men broadcasting from the action areas. 

Some military commanders in the field frowned on the correspondents 

and others refused to have them along in combat, but General Eisenhower, 

who was then commander of all American forces in the European Theater, 

directed that they be considered as "quasi-staff officers." He said they 

were to be treated 

their homelands. 

and thought of as valuable links to the citizens of 

Those were the orders.9 ~ 

· · · as t had their brushes Correspondents 1n th1s war, as 1n wars P ' 

with death and 33 American newsmen paid the ultimate price. 
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World Wat II Casualties 

Casualties suffered during this war by American writers, photo-

graphers, and radio personnel assigned to the various fronts amounted to 

33 killed and 112 wounded in action. Based on the number of men engaged, . 

this was a casualty rate about four times that of the fighting forces. 10 f) 
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Webb Miller (United Press) X 

It was a strange death that took the life of Webb Miller, America's 

first correspondent fatality in World War II and one of the most respect

ed newsmen in the entire press corps. 

In 24 years of reporting for the United Press, Miller had taken part 

in practically every war and squabble on the globe, but death kept him 

from what may have been the biggest stories of his career - the German 

invasion into the Low Countries and the installation of Winston Churchill 

as Prime Minister of Great Britain. 

On the night of May 7, 1940, the 48-year-old U.P. European news mana-

ger was killed when he fell from a moving train, running under blackout 

conditions, en route to his home at Cobban in southwest London. 
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The next morning, Miller's body wus found by an engineer and a coroner 

ruled the death as accidental.ll 

Miller was a Michigan farm boy who carried a copy of Thoreau's 

"Walden" in his pocket while he had, in his own words "a grandstand 

seat at the most momentous show.in history." He found Thoreau's phil-

osophy "impractical as a rule of like," but it expressed for him an 

inner yearning during life in the hurly-burly of international events.12 

Born in Dowagia, Michigan, Miller began his career as a cub reporter 

at the age of 19 on the local Daily News. In 1911 he went to work on the 

Chicago Evening American - five years of crime reporting during which 

time he covered 33 murders and three hangings.l3 

In his autobiography, I found No Peace, Miller expressed several 

confessions about his early and later life, such as: 

I was totally unfitted by temprement and environment 
for the career on which I deliberately embarked. Abnormal 
shyness and hypersensitivity afflicted me thoughout my 
youth and on into later life, strongly inclining me to be
come a nature-writing recluse. Yet such a vocation is al
most diametrically opposed to the one I chose with my eyes 
wide open. 

In two of the most important departments of life, work 
and women, I encountered discouraging obstacles for years. 
Yet I pitchforked myself into a profession principally de
voted to human contacts, both male and female. I used to 
walk up and down, screwing up my courage, before entering 
to interview a person and for years avoided women whenever 
possible. 

I wanted to write more than anything else. Never
theless, after 24 years in the newspaper business, I still 
write laboriously. I have to pull out every sentence by 
the roots. It took me a long time to learn that simple, 
straightforward writing which a child can understand is 

d •t 14 the best and I have not yet mastere 1 • 

uEXAS TECH L!8R.~RY 



6, Miller joined the United Press, reporting the Pershing 

edition into Mexico as his first assignment. Then he 

ed through Mexico City, Chicago, New York and vlashington 

:he agency and in 1917, went to Europe as a · !;:r correspondent. 

:he Sinn Fein riots of Ireland, went to the British front in 

r 

- ' 

l then to the American front in 1918. 

'I . 

·Jter he covered the Gandhi civil diobedience flareup in India, 

oody week'' of purges in 1934 and did one of his outstanding 

jobs in Ethiopia, from the Italian front line, scoring a 

on the actual start of fighting. 

ibute to Webb Miller, the New York Times said: 

1spapermen in many capitals will miss this modest, 
~rave-taced reporter of a world gone mad. Millions of 
readers who knew him only as a by-line had no conception of 
the devoted work that went into his dispatches. His death 
is a heartbreaking loss to the United Press, which he 
served so unsparingly, and to all American journalism. 15 
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Ralph W. Barnes (N.Y. Herald Tribune) 

Ralph Waldo Barnes, a New York Herald Tribune correspondent for 

more than ten years and the first American reporter to cover both sides 

of the European war, was killed November 18, 1940 in a plane crash near 

Danilovgrad, Yugoslavia. 

Born in Salem, Oregon, .June 14, 1899, Barnes \/as graduated from 

Willamette University in 1922, earned his Master of Arts degree at 

Harvard University two years later and joined the Brooklyn (~!.Y.) 

Daily Eagle staff. The following year he joined the ~ew York Evening 

World and in 1926 he went to Paris and joined the staff of the Paris 

Herald, European editon of the Herald Tribune. 16 

He remained with the Herald for three years, during which time he 

often covered important stories for the Paris bureau. His first notable 

story he reported the feat of Gertrude Ederle, the first women to swim 

the English Channel on August 6, 1926. When the tugboat following the 

swimmer was unable to land its passengers because of rough seas, Barnes 

tried to row ashore in a lifeboat. When the lifeboat capsized he swam 

ashore and ran two miles down the beach until he found a telephone, over 

which he gave his story to the London bureau for relay to New York. 17 

That was the beginning of a long line of "scoops" for Barnes. One 

of his greatest was his beat on the Dawes Conference in Paris when he 

got the text of the Young Plan from one of the delegates. Another was 

his tour of the Russian Ukraine in the Winter of 1932-33 when he got the 

story very much against the wishes of the Russian government, of the app-

. 18 
aling famine of the people of that terr1tory. 
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Barnes joined the staff of the Herald Tribune Paris bureau in April 

1929. In December of that year he was transferred to Rome where he head

ed the paper's bureau. Two years later, in April 1931, he was again 

transferred, this time to Moscow where he remained until his transfer to 

the Berlin bureau in September 1936. He remained in Berlin until 1939, 

when he transferred to London. After the outbreak of the war, however, 

Barnes became a roving correspondent, covering activities in virtually 

every part of Europe, and for a time, in North Africa. 

When France fell, Barnes returned to Berlin in time to report the 

siege of Dunkerque from the German side. Barnes saw the desolete beach 

on which men had died who had been his comrades a few months earlier.l9 

Shortly thereafter, the German government ordered Barnes and Russell Hill, 

also a Herald Tribune reporter, to leave Germany within twenty-four hours. 

Authorities said the action was taken because the two disseminated stories 

capable of "disturbing the frie.ndly relations of Germany and other states." 

The two reporters had infuriated Dr. Paul Joseph Goebbels, German Minister 

of Propaganda, by writing an analysis of the Soviet-Nazi non-aggression 

pact. 20 

Barnes always sought out the most important stories. He was with 

the British army in the Egyptian Desert at the time of the Italian advance; 

he was on a British cruiser in the Mediterranean when it was attacked by 

Italian bombers; he was on a destroyer in a convoy transporting reinforce

ments to Malta. 

Then, on the evening of November 18, 1940, Barnes stuffed his big 

frame into a buoyant flying jacket or "May West," and crawled into the 

belly of a British bomber. The plane took off heading North over shadowy 
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peaks toward an Albanian airport. Soon they ran into heavy mist, then 

a rainstorm moved in from the sea. When the pilot realized he was off 

his course, he dropped a flare that lighted up the hills. The pilot 

dropped one bomb to lighten his load, but had no chance to release 

another. The plane crashed into a desolate peak. Barnes was killed 

along with all three crew members.21 

Some time later in the war, Russell Hill, Barnes' former associate 

and Robert St. John of the Associated Press, were fleeing Yugoslavia 

and took time out at Ralph Barnes' grave. 

They stood in a rocky, barren graveyard on the edge of Podgarica, 

looking down at a plain white cross, which bore the words: 

RALPH W. BARNES 

American War Correspondent 

18. 11. 40. 

They stood silently for awhile and then St. John said, "Ralph, you 

were a good newspaperman. As good as they come. We'll miss you when we 

gather around some day to talk over what happened back in the forties. 

But we'll raise a glass to you anyway." 

And then they looked around for some flowers, because that's the way 

they felt, but all they could find were some little blue stars. St. John 

commented, "When we put them on top of the grave, you couldn't even see 

them, but we felt better for having done it. We felt that we had paid 

some kind of a tribute to a man who loved getting a story enough to die 

f •t .. 22 or 1 • 
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Daniel Witt Hancock (Associated Press) 

Witt Hancock, as he was known by all his family and friends, was a 

native of Bluefield, West Virginia and the third son of a family of nine 

boys. He was graduated from Davidson College in 1928 and during his 

summer vacations, Hancock did some sports writing for the Bluefield 

Telegraph. 23 

In 1936, Hancock became an overseas A.P. correspondent and went to 

London and on to Moscow in 1939. A year later he was transferred to 

Istanbul, Turkey and from there to New Delhi, India. In January 1942, 

he went to Batavia to cover the Japanese invasion of the Dutch East 

Indies and was reported missing in March 1942. 24 H 33 ld e was years o • 

Things were going badly in the Netherlands East Indies. The 650-

mile-long island of Java was the next in the ruthless route of Japanese 

conquest, where Japanese shock troops stormed at Java's capital, Batavia. 

Witt Hancock was forced to fall back with the defenders and he, along 

with the other reporters found it difficult getting his stories to the 

outside world. 

Hancock took one long, desperate chance and put in a telephone call 

direct to his New York headquarters, where he spoke with Cable Editor 

James Long, who had been trying to reach him for several days. Long 

recalled: 

The telephone shrilled and I was told it was Hancock 
calling from Bandung. After a brief pause, the operator 
gave the usual notice that the call was subject to censor
ship and that no questions could be asked from this end. 

Hancock described how a taxicab army similar to the 
one that turned back the Germans at the gat~s of Paris in 
World War I was steaming from Bandung to give battle to 
Jap forces only thirty miles away. He was also told how 



Japanese vessels were coming and going 'i_n a strc-;';r1
1 

through the Java Sea, indicating that Tojo's fleet 
was in waters around Java. 

I then asked him if he was permitted to acknow
ledge receipt of a recent cable from General I:.;~na;:_~cr 
Cooper advising him to use his own judgement on \vhen 
and how to get out of Java. He acknowledged receipt of 
the cable and said he was thinking about leaving, al
though he had no definite plans. He said Army officials 
had made plans to evacuate foreign newsmen by several 
means, but that he had not decided when he would leave. 

Those were Hancock's last words on the call.25 

Shortly thereafter, Witt Hancock was listed as missing; however, 

it was not until nearly three and one half years later that Americans 
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learned of Hancock's fate. The story was told by William F. :-:c!:ougall, 

United Press Correspondent, who had been aboard the Poelau Bras with 

Hancock, when it was sunk by the Japanese off the coast of Java. 

McDougall was captured and held in captivity three years in the jungles 

at Sumatra. In his official statement on the incident and Hancock's 

health, McDougall stated: 

At 9 a.m. March 7th, a Japanese reconnaissance 
plane circled over us, causing us to believe bombers 
would follow and sink us. Hancock and I were assigned 
positions in the No. 1 starboard lifeboat and issued life~ 
belts. During the next two hours Hancock, whom I knew 
to be in poor health, said that if we were sunk and were 
lucky enough to reach land we would be interned by the 
Japanese who were then in the process of capturing Java. 
Hancock said he suffers from diabetes and had to take 
three insulin-injections daily. He said he had enough 
insulin to last him approximately three months but that 
after that time he would be in the gravest danger from 
diabetes because it was his belief that the Japanese 
would never give him insulin.26 

McDougall also gave his account of the ship's sinking and the last 

time he saw Hancock in an article for Collier's magazine. He stated: 

Sitting in the saloon drinking ice-cold beer, Hancock 
and I decided the trip was going to be a fairly comfortable 
and pleasant one. This was a good, fast ship and the 
presence of so much brass aboard was reassuring. 



When morning came we cursed the beautiful day. ~~ot 
a cloud marred the bright blue dome &bove us. There 
was perfect visability for Jap reconnaissance planes. 
A Jap t~in-engined plane droned out of the north and 
wheeled in a great circle around the Poelau Bras. 
Every person on board knew what would follow. 27 
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At 11 a.m. nine Japanese dive bombers bornbered and sunk the Poelau 

Bras. McDougall got into a lifeboat and last saw Hancock standing next 

to the railing on the ship. 

I was close enough to the ship to see him plainly. 
He still wore his white pith helmet and appeared to be 
looking in my direction. Shortly thereafter the ship plunged 
from sight. I never saw Hancock again. 

Why he did not jump overboard I do not know. I can 
only guess he might have been wounded by the machine-gunning 
planes which dived towards us. He might have decided rescue 
was hopeless and therefore it was no use jumping overboard.28 

In 1945 ~ a fellow newsman, Robert St. John,. paid tribute to Hitt 

Hancock. In a newscast from Washington, St. John told of his first 

knowledge of Witt Hancock. 

One day he received a message from Hancock asking for parts for a 

Ford V-8. St. John had never heard the name; business was pressing in 

those pre-war days and St. John forgot the message. 

In a few days, however, he received an inquiry from the A.P. in 

New York asking why he had not sent the parts Hancock needed. St. John 

recalled: 

I'd just arrived in Europe and there a lot of things that 
I didn't know. The day that message carne I was busy track
ing down a rumor that King Carol was about to abdicate. I 
was busy and the message. sounded as if it were meant for some 
automobile salesman, and I didn't know any Hancock, so I just 
ignored it. 

About Hancock as a man and a reporter, St. John said: 

Witt was an intelligent fellow ••• a good c~rres
pondent •.• painstakingly eager to tell the whole truth 
in all his dispatches ••• and he seemed to have a healthy 
and zestful interest in life. 



He should have come hoit , but he hated to admit that 
he couldn't cover a war with the rest of use 
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In his tribute to Hancock, St. John mentioned a visit to Hancock's 

home in Bluefield, West Virginia and a book of Hancock's poems he found 

that had been well-read by the reporter. Most of the poems dealt with 

life and death. The last one, which had been marked by Witt, 'vas 

entitled, "I have a Rendezvous with Death." 



Melville Jacoby (Time-Life) 

Melville Jacoby, a 25-year-old correspondant for Time and Life, 

had a last-minute escape from Manila, numerous close shaves on Bataan, 

an extremely dangerous escape through a Japanese blockade, only to die 

I 
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in a freak plane accident on April 29, 1942 during a takeoff in Australia. 

In 1939, in his last year at Stanford, Jacoby wrote his mother in 

Los Angeles about his first reporting assignment (part-time for the San 

Francisco News): "I think I am going to like being a reporter as soon 

as I get a little more confidence." In China he got it fast. Paying 

his own way to Shanghai, Jacoby wangled a job under Dr. Hollington Tong 

where he was delegated to reorganize Chungking's radio broadcasting. 

When he got U.S. hookups for Madame Chiang Kai-Shek, her sisters 

(Madame Kung and Madame Sun Yat-Sen), he headed home via Indo-China. He 

stopped over eight months, was arrested for taking pictures of the Japan

ese invasion and carne out a full-fledged U.P. correspondent. 29 

The day after Jacoby arrived home in the United States he received 

a call from a friend who asked him if he remembered a girl from his 

college days named Annalee Whitmore. Miss Hhitrnore had worked with 

Jacoby on the Stanford newspaper and needed help getting a passport to 

China, whe~e she had publicity job waiting in Chungking. 

She received her passport, Jacoby a new job with Time, and they 

both wound up in Chungking, where he proposed to her from rickshaw to 

rickshaw en route to a missionary's reception. To her rickshaw, drawn 

by a straining coolie he shouted: "Say, will you marry me?'' Pretty 

dark-eyed Anna lee, craning backward, shouted: ''\.Jhat did you say?" 



Repeated Jacoby: "I said, \\ill you marry me?" No answer. At 

the reception, between introductions, he pressed for an answer. He 

got it after Annalee said "How do you do" to the fifth ll)issionary. 

"Yes," she said.30 
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Jacoby then left for Manila where Annalee caught up two weeks later. 

The two spent their honeymoon in a cottage at Tagaytay, where they found 

themselves caring for uninvited house guests. They had to see to the 

care and feeding of two baby giant pandas, gifts of Madame Chiang Kai

Shek, en route to the U.S. 

On Bataan, where Analee mended and patched her sweater and slacks 

for two months, the Jacoby's fox-hole honeymoon did not dampen their 

spirits. And Jacoby, besides adding to his laurels as a correspondent 

took some of the best photographs to come from that front. 

Once the Japanese threw their blockade around Bataan, the Jacobys, 

along with A.P. correspondent Clark ("Chang") Lee, found themselves making 

a last-minute getaway from Manila on New Year's Eve. 

They traveled by boat between the islands, traveling only at night 

and staying on shore by day. In bright daylight their boat slipped 

through the minefields and twice they were spotted by Japanese reconn

aissance planes, but the expected bombers failed to follow. 

Once putting to sea at dusk, they were spotted by a German priest; 

soon afterward, signal fires bloomed on the hills around them. Several 

times they fled from islands when reports were relayed that a Japanese 

destroyer was approaching. Finally, they reached a friendly port and 

Jacoby commented, "Just as we'd pulled alongside the dock and the 

engineer had shut off the motors, a piston cracked. The motors ~-~ouldn 
1 

t 

have turned another time."31 



Both found happy moments away from the war in Australia. They 

rented an apartment and Time, in believing the two had been through 

enough, suggested that they come home. Hov1ever, before they could 

decide, Jacoby was invited to fly on an inspection tour of north 

Australia air bases. 
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~1elville Jacoby was killed April 29, 1942 in an airplane accident 

that also took the life of Brigadier General Harold H. Brown, chief of 

staff of the Far Eastern U.S. Air Force. Their plane was struck by a 

fighter plane out of control on the take off, while waiting at the air

field to board another plane.32 

On hearing of Jacoby's death, General MacArthur declared, "Helville 

Jacoby was attached to our forces during the Philippine campaign and 

later joined the Allied command in Australia. He covered his assignment 

with efficiency and devotion and fulfilled completely his obligations, 

both to the public press and to the military forces. He could well 

33 
have served as a model for war correspondents at the front. 
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Jack Singer (International News Service) 

A torpedo explosion killed 27-year-old Jack Singer, International 

News Service correspondent, aboard the U.S. aircraft carrier Wasp on 

September 15, 1942, but death did not take from him his last and biggest 

story. The dispatch he would have sent on the loss of the Wasp if he had 

survived was written for him by several of the carrier's officers and 

carried by I.N.S. more than a month later when censorship disclosed the 

disaster. 34 

Singer was born in New York, but when he was 5 years old his family 

moved to Los Angeles. He worked for the L~s /'.ngeles Times and joined the 

sports staff of The New York Journal-American in the fall of 1939. He 

resigned in 1941, while covering the New York Giants' training camp 
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at Miami, to become a war correspondent. 35 

The gesture of the Wasp's officers in finishing Singer's story was 

an unprecedented tribute to a war correspondent. They preferred to remain 

anonymous and asked that their story of the Wasp be considered as Singer's 

own. It carried the by-line: '~ritten for Jack Singer by the officers 

of the U.S. aircraft carrier Wasp." Their explanatory note said: 

Because we found him a very pleasant shipmate and in 
order to maintain the traditions of the Fourth Estate, 
several of us prepared a dispatch to cover his last assign
ment. We hope that you will consider this his own inasmuch 
as we felt impelled to do this for no other reason than our 
own association with him.36 

The dispatch was prefaced by a note from Singer's log written just 

before the expected submarine attack which sank the carrier. "So today 

there is expectancy and eagerness with hopes of action, 11 Singer's last 

words began. "I am writing this in the ward room lounge, a quiet place 

to write a story on quiet days. I have just heard the afternoon attack 

group launched. It is just 2:45 p.m."37 

Jack Singer was one of two correspondents, who were the first to 

receive the Navy Purple Heart Medal. The decision by the Navy to make 

the awards more than two years after the action which brought them death 

or injury, resulted from efforts by Editor & Publisher magazine to gain 

for casualties among American reporters with the Navy, the same recognit

ion received by regular Naval personne1. 38 

Jack Singer also received tribute from Overseas Press Club. The 

resolution honoring him reads: 

The Overseas 
the death of Jack 
News Service, who 

Press Club expresses profound grief over 
Singer, correspondent for the International 

died in performance of his duty. He will 



long be remembered by his fellow-newspaper men as a man who 
graced our profession by his ability, his courage, his good 
fellowship and adherence to the highest ideals of newspaper 
work at a time when truth, accuracy and fearlessness in re
porting constitute so potent a weapon in the fight for the 
preservation of liberty and civilization, now violently 
assaulted by our enemies.39 
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Byron Darntcn (New York Times) 

The correspondent in this war, unlike his predecessor of 
25 years ago, can find manifold evidence that victory will be 
well used ••• Young men who are doing the fighting are to a 
surprising extent, thinking about the war's end. Not only in 
terms of getting away from danger and discomfort. They are 
also thinking in terms of what kind of world we shall have 
after peace comes. They are thinking realistically .•• The 
politician who preaches 'normalcy' at the end of this war 
will find some hardheaded opposition. 

From the high hill near the airdrome a man can see his 
countrymen building with blood, sweat and toil the firm 
resolution that their sons shall have peace, because they 
will know how to preserve peace ••• It is stirring to see this 
change in attitude. It makes the dust all right, the flies 
all right, the heat all right.40 
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This was part of the final dispatch of Byron Darnton of the New York 

Times who was killed October 19, 1942 when a bomb fragment struck him in 



the head while he was moving up lhe northern New Guinea coast with ad

vanced elements of the American ground forces. His last story appeared 

the same day as his obituary. 

Darnton was born in Adrian, Michigan on November 8, 1897 and attend

ed elementary and high school in Adrian. While he was still a freshman 

in high school he went to New York to visit his uncle, Charles Darnton, 

who was then dramatic critic for the Evening World. 

Under his uncle's tutelage he saw the sights of New York and got his 

first glimpse of the inside of a newspaper office. In later years he 

often laughingly remarked to his friends that he had never got over the 

itch for news that he acquired at that early age. 41 

He had just finished high school when the United States declared 

war on Germany in 1917. He enlisted at once in the 33d Infantry, ~lichi

gan National Guard and was sent to Camp MacArthur at Waco, Texas. In 

January, 1918 he sailed for France as a member of the Red Arrow Division. 

Between May and November, 1918, Darnton saw a considerable amount 

of hard fighting. His division was the first American unit to set foot 

on German territory in Alsace in May, 1918. He also took part in the 

battles of the Oise, the Aisne, the Meuse-Argonne and in the attack on 

the Kriemhilde-Stellung Line. He rose from private to line sergeant and 

just before the Armistice, he was selected for officers' candidate train-

ing schoo1. 42 

After the war he returned to the University of Michigan, where he 

was editor of the college paper. From college he went on to work for 

such newspapers as the Sandusky Herald, the Baltimore Sun, the 

Philadelphia Bulletin and in 1925 he went td work on the rewrite desk of 
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the New York Post. It was durinL his time with the Post that he earned 

the title as the "All-American rewrite man. 1' 

He joined the Associated Press as a day cable editor in 1930 and 

transferred to the news staff of the New York Times on April 30, 1934. 

Because of his versatility and his familarity with foreign news, he was 

selected to establish the Review of the Week Section when it was inaug

urated by the Times. Later he served several years as an assistant 

Sunday editor, but because of his preference for first-hand contact with 

the news he was returned to the local news staff, at his own request, in 

the fall of 1939. 

When war broke out he was anxious to do his part. He was one of the 

first correspondents that went overseas with the first big American con

voy. From Australia he made his way at the earliest opportunity to the 

American advanced bases in New Guinea. 

Darnton was the type of reporter who always turned up where things 

were hottest. His friends would tell about the time a newly arrived 

photographer wanted to photograph a Port Moresby airdrome the Japanese 

had been bombing with clocklike regularity. All the reporters had shunn

ed the spot for weeks, but Darnton took the ne\v man in tow. They arrived 

simultaneously with a squadron of enemy bombers whose bombs hit as if 

aimed for the pair. The camera in the photographer's hands was smashed, 

his tin hat torn by flying metal. Darnton without a helmut because he 

disliked them, was unscratched. When it was all over, he turned to the 

quaking cameraman. "Quite an introduction for a man who's only been 

here four hours," was his sole unruffled comment.44 

E. J. Kahn, Jr., a fellow reporter called Darnton the top reporter 
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stationed in the Southwest Pacific. After Darnton's death, Kahn wrote: 

If so irreverent a corps of foreign correspondents as the 
foreign correspondents in Australia and New Guinea could be 
said to have a dean, Darnton was it. He could not only beat 
most of his colleagues at English Billiards but he was unan
imously accepted by them as unofficial leader of their lively 
gang. 

Barney Darnton had all the characteristics of an outstand
ing war correspondent. He was enterprising, fearless, accurate, 
painstaking and, having served in the ranks during the last war, 
had an excellent military background. His dispatches were no
table for their clarity and objectivity, as opposed to the 
stories of some men whose correspondence was chiefly marked by 
the unrelenting use of the first person singular.45 

The actual circumstances surrounding Barney Darnton's death were not 

discovered until 33 years later. The events of that final day were con-

tained in a notebook which simply said "Barney Darnton's Notebook 1942." 

His notebook was found in November, 1975, in the bottom of a four-

drawer file cabinet in the computer office at the Chicago Tribune. It 

had been placed there, in a manila envelope, by E. R. Noderer, who in 

1942 was the Tribune's correspondent in New Guinea and who had brought 

home the notebook, intending to give it to the Darnton family~ 

It contained Darnton's penciled notes for the story he did not live 

to write. Early on Sunday, October 18, 1942, Darnton was one of 101 men 

who left Wanigela, New Guinea aboard two Australian fishing boats for 

the invasion of Buna. His boat was like a "pirate ship," he noted. At 

6 a.m., it was "just turning light," he recorded and the men in the boat 

had caught "2 fish for stew." By 6:45 a.m. "the mountains had emerged" 

from the night and "grenades distributed" to the troops in the boat. 

"Pl Jap or ours?." ane across course. 

At 8:05 a.m. he noted that his boat had been "bombed by 2 engine 

plane - - 500 yd. miss." Lieutenant Bruce Fahnestock \.Jas at the l;hee 1. 
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The last item in the notebook read, "Fahn shot 50 cal." 

Darnton apparently grabbed the wheel. And then - according to Mr. 

Noderer, the former Tribune war correspondent - "a couple of B-25's 

strafed the Americans and Barney caught a 50 caliber slug right in the 

forehead."46 
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Edward H. CrocLett (Associated Press) 

Edward Henry Crockett was an Associated Press correspondent working 

with the Mediterranean fleet, when he was fatally wounded in the torpe

doing of a British warship in early February, 1943. 

Crockett who was 31, established his reputation for daring as an 

A.P. reporter in 1939 when he ventured 15 miles in rough open sea in a 

small lobster boat to obtain the first report that 26 men had been trap

ped in the flooded compartments of the submarine Squalus off Portsmouth, 

New Hampshire. He got his information from the rescue fleet at the 

scene. Two other reporters who accompanied him were too seasick to leave 

that small craft when it reached shore, but Crockett telephoned his story 

which the Navy confirmed 12 hours later.47 

Although his name was Edward Henry, he was known as "Harry" and 

signed his copy with that name. He was born in Lowell, Massachusetts and 

worked for nine years on the Courier Citizen and Evening Leader in Lowell 

before he joined the A.P. in Boston in 1937. 

Crockett had left New York for Egypt on April 12, 1942 and reached 

the battlefront in time to witness the opening of Field Marshal General 

Erwin Rommel's last offensive at Bir Hacheim in Egypt in May of that 

year. 

Some time after the torpeoding which took his life, it was learned 

that Crockett has been aboard the 2650-ton British minelayer Welshman, 

which was sunk off the North African coast by two direct hits from an 

Axis submarine. 

A destroyer answering the Welshman's distress calls, arrived four 



hours after she had sunk and pick~d up those suffering most from cold 

and exposure. Physicians worked for more than two hours in a vain 

effort to save Crockett's life. He was buried at sea the next day. 48 
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Robert P. Pest (New York Times) 

Robert Perkins Post knew the hazards of air raids. He had written 

vividly of the Battle of Britain, in which his hotel room was shattered. 

Born in the social register, he might have chosen an easier profession, 

but love of excitement led him to a reporter's job and ultimately, to 

his death, when the heavy bomber he was aboard was shot down near Old

enburg, Germany on February 26, 1943 during a raid on Wilhe1mshaven. 

Post was born on September 8, 1910 at Bayport, Long Island, the 

youngest of six children. He went to public school in Bayport, New York 

and graduated from Harvard with a degree of A.B. in 1932. 

/ 

From 1934 to 1938 Post covered virtually every department in the New 

York Times Washington bureau. He was White House correspondent in 1937 
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and 1938 and on that assignment \vas the first ne,vspaperman to ask the 

President if he intended to run for a third term. ::r. Roosevelt met 

this blunt question with the ans\ver: "Bob, go put o:1 the dunce cap and 

go stand in the corncr."49 

On January 2, 1938 Post was transferred to the London bureau of the 

Times. The Ethiopian crisis, the Spanish crisis and the Nazi sweep 

came on with such a rush and he was close to them all. 

Post did not go on that last fatal flight as a journalistic stunt~ 

but because he tl1ought it was part of his education in his new assign

ment with the Eighth Air Force. Several other reporters went on the 

Wilhelmshaven raid and all returned safely. Post had been the only man 

on the Times London bureau young enough to meet the Army's physical re-

quirements. 

In preparation for his new job, Post and seven other correspondents 

took physical examinations and were put through a course of training in 

how to operate a parachute, how to get in and out of rubber boats, how 

to manage an oxygen mask and about everything els2 except how to fly 

Liberators and Flying Fortresses. 

Post was warned not to go. The colonel in command had told him 

that the raid was going to be over some of the most heavily defended tar

gets in Germany and said a less-hazardous.mission would provide as much 

of the feel of the thing as Wilhelmshaven. But Post said all correspon

dents had agreed to go the first time the opportunity presented itself 

and that he was not going to drop out because it was dangerous. 50 

The following is a portion of a tribute to Robert Post, written by 

one of the officers at the base to which Post had been assigned: 



Bob Post came to our station ten days ago. lie came to 
go on an operational mission and would have been one of the 
first American war correspondents to have flown in a United 
States heavy bomber over Germany. 

It was a deed of daring and courage. It was an act to 
whic:h Bob looked forward with the keenest interest. He was 
well at.;are of the danger and .risk, but this did not enter 
his thinking. He realiz~d that he could do a great deal to 
strike a blow at Nazism and that was the big purpose of his 
life. 

Bob Post got close to our men. They poured out their 
story to him and felt his purpose was to help them win the 
war. The m~n of our group considered him a competent mem
ber. It was 'we' not 'that correspondent.' It was 'our 
group' not 'you a11.•Sl 

72 



73 

Frank J. Cuhel (Hutual Broadcasting System) 

Frank J. Cuhel of the Mutual Broadcasting System was a member of 

the 1928 U.S. Olympic track team and until World War II broke out he had 

absolutely no previous experience with newspapers or radio. 

J 

A native of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Cuhel was a graduate of the Univer

sity of Iowa. When war came to Java he was in Batavia for an export 

firm, Dodge and Seymour, Ltd., and also was advisor to a Chinese export

ing firm. Elizabeth Wayne, Mutual representative, asked him to take over 

her job because she was leaving Java and she felt sure he would make it 

despite his lack of experience.S2 

Cuhel remained in Batavia, Java until the Japanese invaded the is

land. After escaping to Australia, he remained with Mutual in Sydney 

until his return to the United States in December, 1942.53 

Frank Cuhel and another American correspondent, Ben Robertson of the 

New York Herald Tribune, were on their way to new front-line assignments 

when their Yankee Clipper aircraft crashed into the Tagus River at 

Lisbon, Portugal. Cuhel was en route to North Africa and Robertson was 

on his way to London.54 



Ben Robertson, Jr., (New York Herald Tribune) 

When Ben Robertson was small his Grandmother Bowen told him that "we 

and all of our kissing kin were Carolinians, and that after we were 

Carolinians we were Southerners, and after we were Southerners, we were 

citizens of the United States." A grandmother is without doubt an auth

ority, but there is another school of thought that says a man who covered 

as much of the globe as Robertson did in his years as a reporter becomes, 

almost in spite of himself, a citizen of the world. 55 

Robertson, 39 years old, was born in Calhoun, South Carolina. He 

received a B.S. degree from Clemson college in 1923 and . three years late r 

he earned a degree in journalism at the University of Mississippi. He 

went to Hawaii after graduation and did his first newspaper work on the 
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Honolulu Star-Bulletin. In 1928 he decided to see the world. He travel-

led through Borneo and India, settling down for a time as a clerk in the 

American consulate in Java. The same year he went to Australia and work

ed for a year on the news desk of the Adelaide Chronicle. 56 

During the depression he did not worry too much about losing his 

job, he said, "What my grandfather could do in 1865, I could do in 1932. 

I had the same valley to return to that he had." But he neither lost 

his job nor returned to his valley. In 1934 he became a correspondent 

for the Associated Press, which sent him to \..Jashington, D.C., and to 

London. He covered the White House, the Supreme Court and the 1935 

Naval Conference in London, before leaving the A.P. in 1937 in order to 

fr.eelance. 

One of the things which Robertson had time to do as a freelance 

writer was to finish a book, Traveler's Rest, a "story of many genera-

tions of the Caldwells, of South Carolina and Tennessee, with ramifica-

tions ranging from Texas to Oregon." He also wrote a series of articles 

on Britain's Royal family. In one article for Saturday Evening Post he 

wrote: "Buckingh~m is stiff because the British people like it that way. 

If by comparison, the White House seems breezy, it is because we are a 

nation of hello folks. We like to shake hands and say to everyone: 'It 

sure is a fine day today.•"57 

In 1940 Robertson joined the staff of the newspaper PH and was sent 

to England as a correspondent. His first view of England caused him to 

worry more than ever: British airmen found time to serve him tea. '~y 

God, what a war!" he thought. "My God, they'll be defeated!" He said 

of his first day in London: "When I got back to the hotel I fought my 

conclusions. I \oJas suppose to be a hard-boiled, tough n2wspaperman. I 
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told myself I could not allow myself to be swept away in a day, that 

there were many more things that had to be studied - I must form a care-

ful, unbiased opinion of what was going on." 

From June until November 1940 he experienced so~e 500 air attacks 

and from his notes and ~iaries which completely changed his opinions of 

the British, he wrote another book entitled I Saw England.5S 

Robertson took a few months off and returned to the United States 

and when he returned to England he was caught in the terrific bombing of 

Plymouth in March, 1941, while dining with Lord and Lady Astor. During 

the next months he visited the north of Ireland, he covered the African 

campaign, and by the spring of 1942 was sending reports from Jerusalem. 

j 

At about the same time his next book, The Red Hills and Cotton, was being 

delivered to the publishers, he had arrived in Moscow to cover the 

Russian front for the Chicago Sun and F}1. 

Ben Robertson rejoined the· New York Herald Tribune in January, 1943, 

and along with Frank Cuhel of Mutual Broadcasting System, died in an 

airplane accident en route to his new assignment in London. 

During his C.B.S. broadcast at 6 p.m. on February 28, 1943, Edward 

R. Murrow had this to say about Robertson: 

Ben Robertson of the New York Herald Tribune died in a 
plane crash near Lisbon. He once wrote of an earlier 
flight from London to Lisbon. "The speed of that transition 
made me think of Christ saying to the thief on the cross 
of Calvary, 'Today thou shalt be with me in Paradise.'" 
He is out of the war and into peace. There was never a 
night so black Ben couldn't see the stars. This was his 
war from the moment he reached London. He understood it, 
for he understood the people who were fighting it. That 
soft, determined South Carolina voice was knm.,rn to firemen 
and rescue worker in the slum districts, and to Cabinet 
Ministers. He was the least hard-boiled newspaperman 
I've ever known. He didn't need to be, for his roots were 
deep in the red soil of Carolina. 59 
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Carl Thusgaard (Acme News Pictures) 

Carl Thusgaard, a Danish-born war photographer for Acme News Pic

tures, was killed in the crash of a Consolidated Liberator in which he · 

was making his first bombing flight. The accident occurred near Madang 

on the northeastern coast of New Guinea on July 24, 1943.60 

Australian ground watchers sa id the airplane went down after des

troying two or possibly three of the nine Japanese Zeros that attacked 

the lone bomber. 

Before the war, Thusgaard had lived with his wife, Madeline, and two 

children in Queens, New York and had won se\eral photographic awards dur

ing the 16 years he had been with Acme. 

He was 40 years old and had come to the United States in the late 

1920's. 

/ 
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Lucien Labaudt (Life Magazine) 

Lucien Labaudt was 63 when he was killed on December 12, 1943 in a 

plane crash in India, the first war correspondent to be killed in that 

theater. He was en route to China to undertake Life's war-art coverage 

there and he had approached his assignment with an excitement generally 

reserved for much younger men. "China," he had told his friends in 

India while awaiting transportation to Chungking, "there is one place I 

have always tried to go - there I shall do my best work."6l 

Born in Paris, Laubaudt spent his early life as a dress designer, 

but gave up that career to become a painter. He left Paris at the age 

of 26 and claimed San Francisco as home. He was a profound student of 

the science of color, which he taught at the California School of Fine 

Arts. He was also director of the California School of Design. He 

exhibited in the Annual Association and in Paris and New York, and in the 

Carnegie Institute's International Exhibitions. His most famous work, 

Powell Street, is in the San Francisco Coit Memorial Tower. 62 

Labaudt arrived in India in mid-November, 1943. His voyage from 

the United States had taken two months, in which he had worked hard and 

caught up much of the feeling and drama of the ship and her crew. 

After a few days in the port where he disembarked he went to 

New Delhi. There he waited for transportation and prepared himself for 

the months ahead in China. Every day found him sketching and drawing 

the rich Indian scene about him. He became very interested in it, but 

63 only regarded it as hors d' oeuvres to the great banquet to follow. 

Living arrangements in New Delhi were far from luxurious and Labaudt's 



were no exception. He bunked with an average of three other corres

pondents in what was formerly the bed and sitting-room suite of the 

Hotel Marina. 
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Labaudt had carefully prepared each detail, eliminating some things, 

adding others. His earnest enthusiasm and depth of feeling about his 

projected work on the background of the war in China and the life of the 

people were an inspiration to all other correspondents. He had said a 

few days before his flight, "This is the great painting opportunity of 

my life. This should be the climax of my career as an artist. China -

ah ••• n64 

It was on Sunday, December 12, shortly after midday when he climbal 

aboard the four-engine airplane with 11 other passengers. This was his 

first airplane flight and his last. At dusk, the plane crashed while 

coming in to land at the airfield in the Assam area. All ·aboard were 

killed. Labaudt was buried with military honors in an Army cemetary 

nearby. 
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Brydon Taves (United Press) 

Brydon Taves was a reporter who liked action, but throughout the 

Pacific war he had been forced to remain at MacArthur's headquarters to 

coordinate the activities of other U.P. correspondents at the fighting 

fronts. He frequently protested, but it was not until late in 1943 

that he was able to persuade his United Press bosses in New York to per

mit him to go on a front-line mission with the Marines landing at Cape 

Gloucester on New Britain Island. He started for New Britain, but the 

B-17 bomber on which he was riding crashed at Port }loresby and Taves was 

killed. 6 5 

) 

Taves, who was 29 years old, was born in New York City and educated 

in England. He began his newspaper work with the New York Herald Tribune. 



He joined the United Press in Jur.e 1933, in Rio de Janeiro and in 1937 

he was transferred to the foreign department in New York. 
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When war broke out Taves resigned from the U.P.,took the first ship 

to England and tried for several weeks to join the British armed forces. 

In October 1939, he rejoined the U.P. in London and soon was assigned to 

Australia. 66 

It was two days after Christmas, 1943, when Taves boarded that 

bomber along with Pendil Raynor of the Brisbane Telegraph, Ian Morrison 

of the London Times and Haydon Lennard of the Australian Broadcasting 

Commission. On the take-off the plane crashed. Raynor and Taves were 

killed, while Morrison and Lennard suffered slight injuries. 67 



Raymond Clapper (!::cripps-Howard Newspapers) 

Raymond Clapper, who was called the "average man's columnist," 

sent home the following report on January 26, 1944. 

Just about every individual has some religious charm 
or other good-luck token. I'm not a religious man but 
I find myself frequently taking out a tiny brown bear 
which my daughter gave me as I was leaving last year for 
the European theater. Over here seven war correspondents 
have been killed, most in the last few months, and I never 
get in a plane anymore without checking with the little 
brown bear.68 

After that Clapper kept filing from New Guinea in typical Clapper 

style - talks with airmen, a description of a New Guinea hospital, a 

report on what soldiers were saying about politics and peace. 

Then on February 3 came the news from the Marshall Islands that 

Clapper was aboard an airplane that crashed, while engaged in covering 

the Marshalls invasion. Raymond Clapper, 51, was killed in that 

action. 

Clapper was born in 1892 in La Cygne, Kansas. After graduation 

from high school in Kansas City, Kansas, he enrolled at the University 

of Kansas in 1913 and married Olive Ewing the same year. After three 

years of college Clapper left and worked for a few months as a reporter 

on the Kansas City_Star, then joined the United Press and saw the 

country - reporting in Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, New York, and 

Washington. 69 

In Washington in 1918, he worked for Robert J. Bender, who init-

iated him into the intricacies of politics. His training was good, 

for in 1920, during the Republican convention in Chicago, he scored a 

beat by predicting the nomination of Warren G. Harding. The scoop 
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established him as a good political reporter and in subsequent years he 

covered every Presidential campaign for the United Press and later for 

the Scripps-Howard Newspapers.70 

Raymond Clapper was called a newspaperman's newspaperman. 

Washington correspondents voted him their favorite columnist in a poll 

taken by Sociologist Leo Rosten for his book, The Washington Correspondents. 

Their verdict was that Clapper was the "most significant, fair, and 

reliable among the columning fraternity in the nation's capital."71 

From his well-written daily syndicated column many thousands of 

readers over the country obtained their opinions about that was going 

on in Washington. Henry Ford once described Clapper in these words: 

'~r. Clapper knows the nation. He has constantly traveled its length and 

breadth, observing its trends, studying its methods, familarizing him

self with the wide variety of mind and motive which marks its citizens 

and reporting these with efficiency and high impartiality which char

acterize our best journalism."72 He was notable for his intense respect 

for the little citizen, for the sanity of the U.S. mass mind. Raymond 

Clapper's guiding maxim: "Never overestimate the people's knowledge, 

nor underestimate their intelligence."73 

His Scripps-Howard column was read regularly by 10,000,000 people 

via 187 papers including members of the White House, Senate and House 

officers, where it was said his opinions often influenced national legis

lation.74 Keen, analytical and penetrating, Clapper never had any fixed 

ideas on political issues. He seldom showed temper in his columns, but 

when he was aroused he made it known and pulled no punches. 



In one of his columns, he Stverely criticized the unpreparedness 

at Pearl Harbor following the Roberts Committee's report: 

As I read the report, I keep thinking that would be 
a hell of a way to run a newspaper. I don't know anything 
about military affairs. But I have been around a news
paper office all my life and I never saw a newsroom that 
was slack or sloppy as the Roberts report shows the Navy 
and Army to have been at Pearl Harbor.75 
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When war carne, Clapper immersed himself in it despite his lack of 

knowledge of military affairs. His trips overseas included one to North 

Africa, where he sent a classic column on the reactions of a soldier 

and his first encounter with K-rations. On December 28, 1943, he set out 

on his last journey to the Pacific. He knew there was bigger news in 

Europe, but felt the American people were being neglected of news from 

the Pacific Theater. 

Upon hearing of Clapper's death, President Roosevelt expressed his 

sorrow in the following letter to Mrs. Clapper: 

Dear Mrs. Clapper: 

The tragic event which has brought such sorrow to you 
and the children emphasizes once more the constant peril 
which correspondents do their work in this war. It was 
characteristic of Ray's fidelity to the great traditions 
of reporting that the day's work should find him at the 
scene of action for the first-hand facts in the thick of 
the fight. 

I share personally the grief which has been laid 
so heavily on you and yours and offer this assurance of 
heartfelt sympathy, in which Mrs. Roosevelt joins. 

Very sincerely yours, 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 76 



85 

frederick Faust (Harper's Magazine) 

Frederick Faust, who \-lrote under many pseudonyms, of which the best 

known was Max Brand, was killed in Italy on May 11, 1944, within half an 

hour of the beginning of the Allied offensive against the German lines. 

Faust, 51, whose ma~y works incJuded the Dr. Kildare scenarios and 

novels, was a war correspond2nt representing Harper's Magazine and he w;1s 

also getting material for another novel. 

Some may have called him just another war correspondent attached to 

the Fifth Army, but in effect he was an over-age infantry man who report-

ed to the Army and said that the only way to write about war is to write 

about the human beings who really fight it. 

The night before the big push he told the troops: 

I want to see exactly how American troops act in battle. 
I'm going in with you and I'm going to write exactly what I 
see. If you do well, I'll tell it and if you do badly, I'll 
tell that too.77 

Faust started writing at 23 and sold his first effort to Argosy. 

In the next 28 years he wrote 30 million words, 115 published books in-

eluding The Untamed, The Iron Trail, Six Golden Angels and ~listrial, 

and an uncharted quantity of magazine material, including at least 350 

serials and novelettes.78 

His nickname was "Heinie" and he was called "king of the pulps," for 

all of his ·westerns, romances, whodunits and movie stories under the 

pseudonyms Max Brand, David ~Ianning, George Owen Baxter, Even Evans, 

Nicholas Silver, Hugh Owen, Frank Austin, George Challis, \~alter C. But-

ler, John Frederick, Peter Henry Moreland, Lee Bolt, Dennis Lm-rton and 

Frederick Frost. 
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Seattle-born Faust actually knew very little about the West and 

wrote. about the tropical isles without having been there. He was a mass

ive man with a long, chisiled face and·an enormous appetite for living 

and his work. He could lock himself in a hotel room with two typewriters 

and a bottle of Irish whiskey and emerge four days later with a neatly 

typed, complete magazine serial. Faust's explanation of his capacities: 

''No one is more than 40 to 50 percent efficient, but when a man is back

ed into a corner by a man who intends to kill him, he can be as high as 

90 percent efficient."90 



William Shenkel (Newsweek) 

William Shenkel, associate editor and war correspondent for Newsweek 

was killed while covering the first B-29 raid against Japan. As an ob

server, he was aboard one of the four Superfortresses that failed to re

turn. 

Shenkel, 38 years old, had been on the Newsweek staff since 1938 and 

had been given a war assignment as head of the magazine's bureau in New 

Delhi, India. En route to his new assignment he stopped off in the 

Mediterranean area and without previous battle experience, covered the 

fight for Santa Maria Infante in Italy.80 

When that assignment was completed, he learned of the forthcoming 

B-29 raid on Japan. Fearing that the Newsweek correspondents en route 

to cover the raids would not arrive on time to be included in the pool, 

he rushed to China to report the operation himself. 

The plane in which he flew, the Limber Dugan, crashed near the city 

of Yawcita on June 16, 1944. It was the first B-29 to go down over 

Japan.81 
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Bede Irvin ~Associated Press) 

Bede Irvin, 33-year-old Associated Press photographer, was killed 

while photographing an aerial bombardment on July 25, 1944. The acci

dent occurred near Pont Herbert, four miles north of St. Lo, France 

during a mighty bomb barrage that signaled the start of the Allied drive 

out of the Normandy Peninsula . 

A fr~gment of a bomb from a B-26 Marauder, which fell short of its 

mark, caught Irvin as he dived for a roadside ditch from the jeep where 

he was sitting after taking pictures of the attack. He had photographed 

the barrage from a point farther back, but was not content. Although 

attached to the Ninth Air Force, he wanted to push forward to follow the 

infantry. 82 
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Irvin was a native of Des M1•ines, Iowa and attended the University 

of Iowa and Drake University before joining the Des Moines Register and 

Tribune where he worked eight years before joining the A.P. in Kansas 

City in August, 1936. 

He volunteered for foreign service early in the war and was the 

first American photographer assigned to the European Theater of Opera-

tions by the A.P. in preparation for the Allied invasion. He went to 

London in 1943. 

After more than a year of photographing invasion preparations, Irvin 

sailed on a D-Day assignment with the war picture pool. He was attached 

to the Air Force and made numerous airviews of the invasion fleet when 

the Normandy beachhead was established. He filmed some of the hottest 

fighting on the Cherbourg Peninsula and took the first pictures of the 

robot-bomb platforms.83 But he still wanted to get closer to the battle. 

During the July 25 bombardment, Irvin had moved up to the front 

lines with Lee McCardell of the Baltimore Sun. 

"Someone shouted, 'watch out, bombs from the Marauders are falling 

short,' and everyone starting running," McCardell said. "Irvin had been 

sitting in a jeep and apparently he hesitated a split second to pick up 

his camera before diving for a nearby ditch. He was hit in mid-air by 

a fragment and killed instantly."84 

In a moving tribute to Bede Irvin, Major General Lewis N. Brereton, 

commander of the Ninth Air Force, declared: 

During the period of his assignment with the Ninth 
Air Force, I came to know Mr. Irvin well. He flew frequent
ly as a photographic observer with our medium bombers and 
performed exceptionally meritorious service in the coverage 
of personnel and activities of the entire force. 



I feel a deep sense of personal loss at his passing, 
which should be regarded by one and all of us as the loss 
of a highly trained professional soldier who died in the 
service of his country. His death which I understand is 
the first casualty among American civilian correspondents 
in the present campaign, can but serve to exemplify the 
role that he and his colleagues have played and will play 
in this war. He was an unarmed observer, who, heedless of 
personal danger, flew with us, lived with us and worked 
with us that through the medium of his profession he might 
bring home to all of us the truths of war.85 

90 
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Tom Treanor (Los Angeles Times) 

Tom Coghill Treanor, war correspondent for the Los Angeles Times, 

had been characterized by Damon Runyon as one of the four best reporters 

the war had produced.86 

Treanor was born November 8, 1908 in Los Angeles. He attended 

Stanford University for two years and was graduated from the University 

of California at Los Angeles. His reporting began on the old Los 

Angeles Evening Express in 1930. Later he worked on papers in Oakland 

and Milwaukee before joining the Times in 1933. 

Time magazine called Treanor a columnist-correspondent of the same 

school as Ernie Pyle. His cozy, popular column, paradoxically called 

"The Home Front," appeared daily in the Times.87 

His airmailed articles (to save cable tolls) were angled for publi

cation six weeks after writing. They were descriptive vignettes - a pic

ture of five Italian bootleggers who supplied the U.S. Army in Ethiopia; 

American soldiers borrowing the instruments of a Calcutta dance band 

and giving Calcuttans a taste of boogie-woogie. 

During his two years as a war correspondent, the 35-year-old Treanor 

was at El Alamei and the invasion of Sicily. He witnessed the first 

bombing of Rome from an American bomber and was for a time the only re

porter at Cassino. He reported the Anzio beachhead engagement, went 

over with the first wave of troops on D-Day and had been reporting action 

in Normandy and Brittany.88 



Treanor's managing editor,· l. D. Hotchkiss, said: 

I suppose I am prejudiced, but in my book he's tops •.• 
He's something of a journalistic paradox - an editor's 
dream come true - and also a nightmare. You always are sure 
he will cover his battles from Row A, Center - - the front 
lines, but you never are sure he won't grab Montgomery's 
beret or Patton's pearl-handled revolvers and start landing 
the fireworks himself.89 

Tom Treanor's airmail dispatches stopped on August 20, 1944, when 
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a tank he was attempting to pass on the battlefield near Beval, France, 

suddenly swerved and crushed the jeep. 

Though suffering from multiple injuries, Treanor was in good spirits 

to the last and even asked a companion to take a few notes on a story 

for him. He died later during an operation to amputate his left leg.90 

Slightly more than a year after his death, on August 23, 1945, the 

Liberty ship bearing S/S Tom Treanor was launched and christened by his 

widow at South Portland, Maine. Liberty ships were named for great 

Americans who had contributed to the history of the United States -

statesmen, educators, historians, lawyers, mariners, writers, actors, 

among others. War correspondents, a small band of intrepid men were a 

minority in naming of the ships. Tom Treanor was the first and Ernie 

h d . . t 91 Pyle would later become t e secon rec1p1en • 



llarold Kulick (Popular Science Monthly) 

Harold Kulick, aviation photographer for Popular Science Monthly, 

died in a plane crash in England on September 2, 1944. 

He was part of a two-man Popular Science war-front reporting team 

which also included Hickman Powell, aviation writer. Together they 

I 
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covered several interesting features for the magazine including Kulick's 

final photographs of a Mustang Base in England. 

On learing of Kulick's death, Brigadier General Samuel E. Anderson, 

Ninth Bomber Commander expressed the following remarks: 

It is with deep regret that I have been informed of the 
death of Mr. Howard Kulick, war correspondent and photographer 
representing Popular Science Magazi~e. Mr. Kulick was killed 
when an aircraft on this command in which he was flying as a 
photographer-observer crashed near its horne base af~er return
ing in a damaged condition from an operational mission over 
enemy territory. To secure pictorial coverage of B-26 air
planes in action, Mr. Kulick willingly shared the risks of 
combat crewmen. His courage and devotion to professional duty 
in face of danger are a tribute to himself and his profession. 
His loss is felt keenly by all personnel of this command who 
had come to know him.92 
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Damien Parer (Paramount Ne't·ls) 

Damien Parer, 33-year-old ra~amount News war photographer was killed 

in action by enemy machine-gun fire on September 17, 1944 while filming 

front-line operations at Peleliu Islands, east of the Philippines. 

When the Pacific war began he covered activities of the Southwest 

Pacific Cotnmand, filming the opening of the Kokoda trail across the 

jungles of New Guinea as a representative for the American Newsreel Pool. 

Subsequently, Parer was transferred to the Central Pacific where he film

ed the recapture of Guam. 

Prior to his tour in the Pacific, Parer served as a representative 

of the Australian Department of Information from 1940 until 1942. He 

filmed important actions in North Africa from Fort Capuzzo to Tobruk 

and Bengazi in Libya. He also covered the Greek and Syrian campaigns. 93 
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David Lardner (New Yorker Magazine) 

David Lardner, 23, New Yorker magazine war correspondent and son of 

the late famed humorist Ring Lardner, died of injuries after his jeep 

was blown up by road mines on October 19, 1944 on the outskirts of 

Aachen.94 

Lardner was born in March 1919 and soon found he had certain quali

ties in common with his other three brothers. The most striking of 

these were acquired from their father: intellectual curosity with a dis

tinctly verbal orientation, tactiturnity, a lack of emotional display, 

an appreciation of the ridiculous. It was a matter of course that they 

all mastered the fundamentals of reading and writing at the age of four, 

and by six, reading books was practically a full-time occupation. 95 
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In 1939 David Lardner quit his studies at Yale after his second 

year to go to work for the New York Herald Trfbune as a copy boy: This 

was right after he learned of the death of his brotlter James, who was 

killed in 1938 during the Spanish Civil War while fighting for the loyal-

ists as a volunteer in the International Brigade. 

In his recently publi~hed book about his family, Ring Lardner, Jr., 

says this about brother David: 

For a Lardner he \vas positively gregarious. He brooded 
less than the rest and enjoyed himself more and didn't mind 
revealing it. He could be funny himself, but mnre of the time 
he seemed to be looking for and appreciating humor in other 
people. He laughed a lot and sang, among other places, in the 
shower. And the forthrightness noted in the Taft yearbook was 
still a note"1orthy characteristic: he was willing and able to 
say exactly what he thought about something whenever his opin
ion was· solicited and sometimes when it wasn't.96 

, 

David Lardner joined the New Yorker staff at the age of 20. As an 

anonyomous reporter and interviewer for the "Talk of the Town," he satis-

fied his editors, but it was only after they began to assign him to 

signed opinion-writing in fields in which he was knowledgeable but ·not 

expert that he became one of the valued regulars who turned out much of 

the magazine's nonfiction content. 

Lardner, whose vision disqualified him for the armed forces request-

ed that his editors send him to the war. He was turned down by his maga-

zine, as one brother was dead and another, John, was already serving· as 

a correspondent in the war zone. David then applied to the Office of 

War Information and was accepted as a "senior field representative" 

assigned to the London office. The New Yorker gave him a leave of absence 

and apparently promised him he could switch to war correspondence if he 

somehow managed to secure accreditation on his own. 
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In ten weeks he received his accreditation and joined up with the 

First Army in Paris. He could not report home just exactly where he was, 

just that he was "living in a hotel in a town that's a little short of 

food. At lunch it was liver and squash and the devil take the hindmost." 

Lardner wrote from a hotel in Luxembourg and told his wife Frances: 

I guess I won't be through in these parts as soon as I 
told you I might in earlier letters, in case you got them. 
At the time I thought I'd be here for the end of the war in 
October, do a couple of pieces on Germany, and go horne. It 
took me a little longer to get here than I figured, though, 
and anyhow it doesn't look as if the war will be over 
tomorrow or maybe even next week.97 

He stayed about ten days in Luxembourg, walking all over the city 

interviewing people. Before he left town he wrote the only wartime 

piece for the magazine which appeared in the October 21 issue under the 

title "Letter from Luxembourg."98 He wrote it in his chilly hotel room 

with a bath towel wrapped around his shoulders. 

Lardner got a flight to First Army headquarters and the next morning 

on October 19, 1944 he drove with Russell Hill of the New York Herald 

Tribune to Aachen. They both covered the fighting there and started 

back to headquarters to file their stories. On the way out of the city 

their jeep touched a string of seven anti-vehicular mines. Lardner 

suffered multiple wounds of the body and died three or four hours later. 

Hill sustained a broken arm and cuts and bruises. In Hill's words to 

Frances Lardner when he was able to write: 

The awful thing is that it would never have happened if 
I had not suggested going home a·shorter way instead of taking 
the road by which we had come. 

We had been looking at the Cathedral in Aachen and were 
rather late starting back. I suggested the short cut and 
Dave naturally agreed, since I had been doing the sort of thing 



much longer than he had, and he trusted my judgement. 
It was surfaced road, but one we had not been over before. 
It all happened very quickly. We were driving along when 
suddenly I saw a blinding flash. 99 

The New Yorker editors on learning of Lardner's death ended their 

tribute: "He liked and admired him as much as any man \ve have known, 

and we have never printed a paragraph with deeper sorrow than we print 

h
. ,,100 t 1s one. 

98 
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Asahel Bush (Associated Press) 

Asahel (Ace) Bush, descendant of one of Oregon's best known pioneer 

families, was instantly killed in a bomb explosion on October 25, 1944, 

after having just reported a phase of the naval battle off Leyte. He met 

death by Japanese bomb at Tacloban, liberated capital off Leyte islands 

in the Philippines. 

The first Oregon newspaper, the Qregon City Statesman, was estab

lished by Bush's great grandfather. The Bush family aided in establishing 

the Ladd and Bush bank in Salem, Oregon.lOl 

Foreign lands were not strange to Bush. He went to school in 

Barcelona, Spain when he was seven. A year later he was taken to Paris 

and when he returned to Oregon in 1922 his knowledge of Spanish and 

French equalled his English. He graduated from Amherst College in 1933 

with high honors. 

After college he took a job on the Klamath Falls Herald and News, 

serving for five years as news and sports editor. At Klamath Falls he 

met and married Faye DeSpain. 

While at Klamath Falls, Bush aspired to work for the Associated 

Press. The late Oregon senator and vice presidential candiate, Charles 

McNary, offered to "put in a good word for him" but he refused it. He 

wanted his record as a newsman to speak for itself and he was taken into 

102 
the A.P. bureau at Salt Lake City on July 2, 1939. 

He was transferred to the A.P. western division headquarters in 

San Francisco April 6, 1941, where he received his preliminary training 

as a war correspondent. 



100 

Bush was assigned to the Pacific and covered most of the Pacific 

actions from General MacArthur's headquarters. General MacArthur sent 

the following message to Kent Cooper, executive director of the Associated 

Press: "I have learned with deep regret of the death by enemy action of 

Asahel Bush. Bush was a credit to the profession he so ably represented. 

He was admired by all. Please convey my sincere sympathy to his loved 

ones."l03 
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Stanley Gunn (~ ct Worth Star-Telegram) 

The American sergeant kept his word all right. He got the Japanese 

flag he had promised his war correspondent buddy, but by the time he 

could deliver the souvenir, Stanley Gunn, Fort Wort~_ ~t~F-Telegram war 

correspondent was fatally wounded. 

That was the explanation of a field artillery soldier on the 

Philippines, Sergeant W. A. Renfroe of Fort Worth, penned to the Star-

Telegram in his own words: 

Stanley wanted a Jap battle flag .•. ! being one of 
the boys who got around, promised him one. I also had a 
story for him, but when I went to see him, the poor fellow 
was wounded very bad. I was unable to see him. He died 
a few days later. I am sending you a flag in remembrance 
of Stanley Gunn.104 
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Gunn was injured by the same Japanese bomb that killed Asahel Busl1 

of the Associated Press on Leyte October 25, 1944 and Gunn died October 

30 of his wounds. Another reporter caught by that bomb, John B. Terry, 

was to die the next day. Gunn's death came as a surprise because he 

had notified his wife that he had suffered a broken leg in the bombing 

attack but that he expected to be home in a few weeks. 

Gunn, 30 years old, was a native of Texas, a graduate of the Univ-

sity of Texas, where he took his degree of bachelor of journalism in 

1937. Before joining the Star-Telegram staff.in 1943, he had \vorked on 

the San Antonio Li8ht and the Austin Daily Tribune. 

Gunn arrived in the Pacific in June 1944, and was accredited to 

General MacArthur's forces where he participated in the fifth wave of 

American troops during the invasion of the Philippines. He joined Fern 

Hall, Star-Telegram war correspondent in Europe, and together they contri-

buted stories about Texans for their paper's column entitled 11Stories 

from Both Sides of the World About Texans in the \·!ar." 

In one of his final stories which appeared in the paper after the 

bombing, Gunn sent home his views of General MacArthur. He said: 

General MacArthur as such, is a facinating subject. He 
is a spectacular man, and spectacular men always leave a 
trail of stories behind them, some true, some false. 

If the General has a superstition, its for his famed and 
somewhat battered - gold-braided cap. He began wearing 
it in 1935, when he was military advisor to the Philippine 
government; wore it during the first battle of the Philippines 
and when he left Corregidor. He still wears it - and will 
wear it back to the Philippineso 

He likes to go with his troops on a beachhead and will 
when the day cnmes for the invasion of the Philippines. A 
man of great and heedless courage, as he proved as commander 
of the Rainbow Division in the last war, MacArthur has ab-

105 solutely no fear of Jap bullets. 
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From the time Gunn arrived in the Southwest Pacific, he began looking 

for Texans • He had "Tex" painted in big yellm·; letters on his cap and 

wherever he vlent his first words were "anybody here from Texas?" He 

would fly a thousand miles if he heard of an outfit heavily laden with 

Texans and, as a result, he kept the people home up-to-date on the happen-

ings of their boys. 

As Gunn laid on a stretcher in the makeshift hospital on Leyte on 

October 26, he joked about getting back some of the blood he supplied 

back home. Just before he went on the operating table, the last thing 

he said was: "Any Texans here?"106 

Two months after his death, Gunn was cited for bravery by radio 

station WJZ in New York. The program entitled "Hho's Har is This?" 

was. one in a series over the station t~at was designed to be an inspiration 

to workers of the Bethlehem Steel Company ship yards in Brooklyn. 

Hugh James, the announcer said, "Stanley Gunn \vas magnificant in 

spite of the terrible wounds he suffered," and described his composure 

as the "Tall, quiet Texan" while medical aid -v1as given. The narrator 

declared that the biggest part of Gunn's life was his wife, Catherine, 

and their children. He mentioned that Gunn never saw his third child, 

born after he left the United States, and who died at the age of one month. 

"Perhaps more because of, rather than in spite of, his great love 

for his horne," James said, "Gunn jumped at the opportunity of his war assign-

ment. He knew what it meant to families to have news of their loved 

f . h . "107 ones ~g t~ng overseas. 



John B. Terry (Chicago Daily News) 

John B. Terry, 41, of the Chicago Daily News, was the third corres

pondent casualty from the Japanese bomb which hit directly on a press 

cottage and took the lives of Aashel Bush of the Associated Press and 

Stanley Gunn, Ft. Worth Star-Telegram. Terry died aboard a hospital 

ship on October 31, 1944.108 

Terry joined the Daily News in August, 1944, and was on his first 

assignment for the newspaper. He was born in the Philippines and \d1ile 

serving as Washington correspondent for the Honolula Star-Bulletin he 

received a Nieman Fellowship award for a years study at Harvard.l09 

When the bomb hit the press house on the night of October 26, fellow 

correspondents with flashlights found Terry lying wounded in the debris. 

"Take care of Ace (Bush) and Gunn. I'm not so bad," Terry said. When 

the doctor arrived by Terry's side. James Hutcheson wrote in a letter 

to the Daily News, "I'll be damned if Terry didn't start interviewing 

him." 110 

Using the press wireless service from the Philippines, John Graham 

Dowling, Chicago Sun correspondent filed a tribute to Terry in behalf of 

the 100 correspondents on Leyte. 

"Vle had a peculiar attachment to Terry," wrote Dowling. "He 'tvas 10 

years older than we and much wiser. We were nearly three years of war 

older than he and wiser, perhaps, in ways of war." 

Dowling told how Terry, who was sick coming up with the men on the 

ship to Leyte, wondered how he would behave under fire. "Well, he behaved 

like all men under fire," continued Dowling, "and when it came his time 

to get hurt he took it the way we have always hope we would be able to 

take it." 
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John J. An~rew (United Press) 

John J. Andrew, 24-year-old correspondent for the United Press, was 

killed on November 5, 1944 during an air operation in the China-Burma

India Theater. He had been assigned to cover the 20th Bomber Command, 

comprising the B-29 Superfortresses based in China and India. 

Andrew joined the United Press in August, 1943 at Springfield, 

Illinois. He had been discharged from the U.S. Naval Reserve after con

tracting a tropical disease while cruising in the Caribbean on the 

battleship Arkansas. 11 1 

He had been in the C-B-1 Theater since July, 1944 reporting news 

from the Burma front and at Southeast Asia Corrmand Headquarters at Kandy, 

Ceylon. 

j 
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Frank Prist { \erne News Pictures) 

One of the original group of 16 American correspondents to reach 

Australia in Harch, 1942, a few days ahead of General HacArthur, Frank 

Prist of Acme News Pictures, had perhaps photographed the General more 

often than any other cameraman. 

The 30-year-old Prist, who had also photographed American troops in 

action all the way from Buna in New Guinea to the Philippines, was kill-

ed by a Japanese sniper's bullet on Leyte, November 12, 1944 while wait-

ing for his replacement, Willard Hatch, of San Francisco, to permit him 

to return to the United States.ll2 

Prist was well-liked by his fellow correspondents and could always 

be counted on to pull some kind of gag. His favorite act - somewhat 
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anticipating Harvey, the imagina1y rabbit - revolved around his imagi-

nary dog which tagged him everywhere. Prist petted and scolded it, 

whistled it to h1·s s1·de and confounded the unwary by berating them for 

stepping on it.ll3 

On Wake Island, Prist was scraped by sharapnel; on Molokai, a stray 

bullet pierced his blouse and lodged in a pocket. And on Leyte, he and 

two other correspondents were in a jeep at the Pinamopoan front in the 

Ormoc sector, when the sniper fired from somewhere on the flank of the 

ridge. The bullet entered Prist's heart and he died instantly. 

Of Prist's death, General MacArthur wired Fred S. Ferguson, presi-

dent of Acme News: 

It was with deep sorrow that I learned of the death by 
enemy action of your war photographer. He was one of our initial 
group of correspondents in this theater. Through his cheerful 
disposition, tireless energy, his skill and his fearlessness, 
he became a model of his profession. He was one of the most 
popular and successful of our correspondents. We all mourn him. 
Please convey my condolences to the Prist family and members 
of your organization and deep sympathy and condolences from 
our public relations staff and all correspondents. 114 
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Jack Frank1sh (United Press) 

Jack Frankish, United Press reporter, took his first vacation from 

the front line fighting in some time and was killed in the rear area. 

He died December 23, 1944 when a German bomb fell near his hotel and de-

molished it. Three other U.S. newsmen were injured during the blast. 

Frankish had been with the United Press nearly ten years. He joined 

the association in Philadelphia in 1935 and served as manager of the 

Cleveland and Miami bureaus before being named Ohio Valley division rep-

resentative with headquarters in Columbus, Ohio in 1942. He was trans-

ferred to New York in January, 1944, where he worked on the war desk for 

several months preparing to go overseas. 

A native of Ontario, California, Frankish's first newspaper job was 

on the Ontario Weekly Herald, where he began work at the age of 15. He 

won a four-year journalism scholarship at the University of Southern 

California while editor of his high school paper and worked summers for 

the Ontario Daily Reporter while he was in college. 115 

Details of the tragedy were reported by Frankish's fellow U.P. 

correspondent in Belgium, John McDermott, who wrote: 

The bomb was one of a string dropped by a flight of four 
German planes. Frankish was inside the hotel when the planes 
approached. A bomb fell nearby and he and several othe,-s ran 
outside.to see what was going on. The roar of the approaching 
planes was audible and most of the others raced for cover. 
However, Frankish waited a moment and did not start to run 
until one of the planes suddenly swooped down and released a 116 
bomb. He tried to make a dash for it but the bomb felled him. 
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William Chickering (Time and Life) 

On January 2, 1945, William Henry Chickerin;;, Time and Life corres

pondent in the South Pacific, filed his last dispatch: "It is my hunch 

that the Japs at Lingayen won't react very favorably, may even retreat 

to the hills and make our initial success easy ... "ll7 His hunch was 

right, but he was not there to see it for himself. 

On January 6, he was killed instantly in a Japanese air attack while 

on the bridge of a U.S. ship in Lingayen Gulf in the Philippines. 

Born in Piedmont, California, the son of a San Francisco attorney, 

Chickering attended Yale, did a·turn in an advertising agency, knocked 

about the Orient, worked in Honolulu for the Institute of Public Rela

tions and wrote a history of Hawaii entitled Within the Sound of These 

Waves before he joined Time and Life in 1942.118 

Chickering spent more than two years covering tl1e Pacific, from 

Australia to New Guinea, the Gilberts, the Treasury Islands, Bougain

ville, Kwajalein, Leyte and finally up to the very H-hour of Luzon. In 

the front-lines, he took all the risks of the combat troops. He was good 

natured and had an inexhaustible enthusiasm for his job. 

He was tall, smiling man who never seemed to think about death or 

danger. Just before he set out for Luzon, he cabled his plans for 

Christmas, which he spent in the bitterly contested, muddy Ormoc Valley. 

"It will not be the merriest Christmas," he wrote, ''and Holy Night will 

not be a Silent Night but, like a Christmas I spent on New Guinea two 

years ago, it will be a Christmas to carry in the heart .•• "ll9 

It was General MacArthur, aboard his flagship, who told Life 
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photographer, Carl Mydans of Chickering's death. ''Our losses have been 

small in this operation," MacArthur said, "but you f2cl them heavily 

when close friends die."l20 
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Joseph Morton (Associated Press) 

Joseph Norton wrote his A. P. bureau chief 111 ~~ot::e in December, 1944, 

and told him he was taking off for the biggest story of his life. The· 

story surrounded an attempt to evacuate American airmen who had been sl1ot 

down in Slovakia. ~~rton flew in with a bomber crew, but he never came 

out. 

He was captured on December 26 along with 17 o~lter Americans and 

Britains and became the only knmvn American war correspondent to be r::·:

ecuted by the Nazi on January 24, 1945.121 

Morton had stayed behind when the airmen were flown out intending 

to return to Italy on a later flight. Subsequent flights were impossible 

and, left stranded, he was captured by the Germans. 

Morton expressed his ambition to become a foreign correspondent when 

he joined the Associated Press staff in Lincoln, Nebraska in 1937. When 

the opportunity came he achieved a brilliant and extraordinary record of 

exclusive and significant reporting under diffi~ult and hazardous condi

tions. He was fired with determination to go where no other correspon

dent had gone and get the story that no one else could get. 

One of his most spectacular achievements was his reaching Bucharest, 

Rumania in August, 1944, to witness the arrival of the Red Army and to 

obtain the story of the overthrow of the German-dominated dictatorship. 

Earlier, Morton made journalistic history with his interview with 

Marshall Tito. He sent the Yugoslav leader a series of questions, to 

which, Tito replied to the extent of 1600 words on April 30, 1944. 122 

Morton was born in St. Joseph, Missouri in 1911. He attended local 

school, Wentworth Military Academy at Lexington, Missouri, St. Joseph 
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Junior College, St. Benedict's and the University of Nebraska. Prior to 

joining the A. P., he had served. as telegraph editor of the Omaha (Neb.) 

Bee-News. 

Julius Sfranek, editor of Pravda, the Communist Party newspaper in 

Bratislava, Slovakia, said he was the last person to see ~lorton alive. 

He had seen Morton at a party attended by a Russian captain from the 

Soviet Information Bureau, who wanted Morton to fly to Moscow with him 

to visit Ilya Ehrenburg, Russia's most outstanding newspaper man. 

Later, a German interpreter who was present at the interrogation 

of Morton said some prisoners were tortured and beaten in an effort to 

make them talk, but Morton "underwent the interrogation without diffi

culty or hardships." 123 
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Frederick C. Painton (Reader's Digest) 

Frederick C. Painton, war correspondent f R d ' D" t or ea er s ~ges , was 

standing on an airstrip at Guam on March 31, 1945. He had spent the day 

with the crew of a B-29 which had been on a Japanese bomb run; the pilot 

waved good-bye. As Painton raised his arm to wave back, he fell dead of 

a sudden heart attack. 

Painton was a war casualty, his heart the victim of the strain of 

what he had been through and what he had seen. Two of his stories 

appeared in the May, 1945, Reader's Digest, which were on the presses at 

the time of his death. He had just returned from a hard trip to the 

Philippines. Nearing 50, and himself a veteran of World War I, he had a 

deep affection for the fighting man whose rough life he chose to share. 

It drove him through the dangers and hardships which would have 

stopped many younger men. At the beginning of the North African campaign 

his ship was torpedoed. As he was flying to Casablanca, his plane was 

fired on, his seatmate killed. He always went where the fighting was 

hottest - at Kasserine Pass, in Sicily, Italy and France and finally into 

Iwo, where another correspondent was shot standing beside him. 

In a message Ernie Pyle cabled: "Fred Painton and I have travelled 

through lots of war together ••. He was one of my dear friends and I'm 

glad he didn't have to go through the unnatural terror of dying on the 

battlefield."l24 The next day Ernie Pyle himself was killed. 
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Ernie Pyle (Scr lp ps-Howard Newspapers) 

Characteristically, Ernie Pyle's heart was with the battle-stained . 
soldier in muddy boots crouching in the foxhole. 

So when he returned to action in February, 1945, with the Navy in 

the Pacific after a four-month rest, he wrote: "I won't stay with the 

Navy for the duration- probably two or three months, and then back again 

ashore with my noble souls, the doughfoots •.• l25 

Back with the foot soldiers on Ie Shima, Ernie Pyle on April 1, 1945 

met death at 44. On a narrow, one-way road Pyle had traversed the day 

before, a Nambu machine gun was heard to the left of his jeep. Everyone 

jumped into the nearest ditch and Pyle turned to Major George H. Pratt 

and asked, "are you all right?" Those were his last words. A bullet 
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struck his left temple and he wa:, killed instantly .126 

Ernie Pyle was the master of writing about the importance of the in

dividual soldier. He knew nothing of strategy or military affairs, so 

he concentrated on human-1.'nterest stor1.'es. N d '1 b t G I ' o eta1. a ou a • . s 

life was to insignificant to report. He once wrote about the color of a 

soldier's foot ointment - no complaint too minor to mention, no message 

too mundane to relay.l27 His column became the soldier's letter to his 

folks back home. He was their friend because he made them feel important, 

he was on their side. At the time of his death, his stories were being 

syndicated to an estimated 14,000,000 readers in 400 newspapers through-

out the country. Once he wrote: 

••• Now to the infantry ••• the God-damned infantry as they 
like to call themselves ••• I love the infantry because they are 
the underdogs. They are the mud-rain-frost-and-wind boys. 
They have no comforts, and they even learn to live without the 
necessities. And in the end they are the guys that wars can't 
be won without.l28 

Ernie Pyle was born August 3, 1900 and was reared on a hundred-acre 

farm near Dana, Indiana. He was only nine years old when he first hitch-

ed a team and took his place with the hired hands in the field and by the 

time he entered high school he knew what it was to put in ten or twelve 

hours at the haymow. 

He was not sure what career he wanted to follow and his parents did 

not try to decide for him. When he decided on college, his parents 

agreed he could, but it was understood he would have to work summers to 

help pay the cost of his tuition. He entered the University of Indiana, 

where he went out for the football team. He was only five feet six inch-

es tall and weighed just a little over one hundred pounds. In spite of 
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his determination, he just was net big enough and he settled for being a 

manager. At college, Ernie took a journalism course and at night he 

worked as the night c1·ty ed 1·tor on th 11 h 1 e co ege paper, t e Dai y 

I d . 129 n 1anan. 

When the First World War came he joined the Navy and after the 

Armistice he found an opening as a reporter for the LaPort (Ind.) Herald-

Argus and four months later he joined the staff of the Washington News, 

where one of his regular assignments was to cover the arrival of planes 

at Bolling Field. 

The proprietors of the News promoted him to managing editor in 1932, 

which turned out to be a mistake. They lost a good reporter and gained 

a mediocre executive as Pyle simply was not the executive type. For 

example, when Bruno Hauptmann was arrested in 1934 for the kidnapping of 

the Lindbergh baby, Pyle put the story on the bottom of the front page, 

when other papers carried it as the lead story at the top. The proprie-

tors finally had to agree with him that he was not cut out for the job 

and a few weeks later he was back as the aviation editor. 130 

Following this, Ernie Pyle became very restless and for the next 

five years he roamed the Western Hemisphere as a roving reporter. No-

body told him where to go. He wrote about the "long sad wind" that blows 

in Iowa and about a toothless Alaskan woodsman who made a dental plate 

out of bear's teeth and then ate the bear with its own teeth. Those itin· 

erant prewar years were the happiest of his life. "The job would be won-

derful," he once said, "if it weren't for having to write the damned 

column."l31 Meanwhile he was evolving his special reportial capacities 

and style. When World War II came he had no need to revise his techniques. 
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His farmers, lumberjacks and bartenders had become privates, sergeants 

and lieutenants. 

In the fall and winter of 1940, when England stood alone against the 

Axis, Pyle was sent to England early in December to look things over and 

report how the people of London were reacting to the blitz. His reports 

created a flury of interest at horne. He spent evenings with civilian 

gunners at an antiaircraft battery in the suburbs or in one of the great 

underground air-raid shelters, talking with shop girls, bus drivers, mem

bers of the horne guard, children and old men and women. He described the 

bombings, not in terms of the number of planes shot down and the number 

of people killed, but as they affected human life in England. 

By this time in his life Ernie Pyle had grown to about 111 pounds, 

even with a steel helmet which he usually refused to wear. He balked at 

wearing an officer's uniform like other correspondents because he felt 

he would look silly in one. Lined up against other World War II report

ers, he was not the best writer and many of his colleagues had a much 

better grasp of the big picture. He was not concerned with scoops and 

seldom, if ever, tried to get one. At forty-four he was older than most 

war reporters and he was subject to frequent illnesses. 

In the summer of 1943, Pyle went to Ireland to send the day-to-day 

account of the life of the American soldiers there and he had mounted his 

climb to fame. His coverage of the hour-to-hour and day-to-day affairs 

of the plain, dirty, slugging, fighting G.I. in North Africa, Sicily, 

Italy, and France won for him a Pulitzer Prize, the Raymond Clapper 

Memorial Award of Sigma Chi and the National Headliners Club Award for 

two consecutive years. 
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His columns were incorporated into books that became best sellers -

Here Is Your War and Brave Men. The latter sold well over a million cop

ies. 

In an address by General of the Army Omar N. Bradley, at the dedica

tion of the Sigma Delta Chi Bronze Tablet in memory of Ernie Pyle at 

Indiana University in 1953, General Bradley said: 

If it were humanly possible, I \..rould like to do for 
Ernie Pyle what he did for American soldiers during \.Jorld ~Jar 
II - make his load a little lighter, share some of his heart
ache, ease some of his worries about what the world is doing 
today. 

He even made some of our generals more human - - including 
me. It is hard to imagine how difficult it is for a commander 
to know all his men. It is even more difficult for men -
especially when there are 80,000 of them as there were in North 
Africa and Sicily - to know the man who has been selected to 
lead them, to send them against the enemy. But Ernie Pyle 
in his stories which were clipped out by parents and friends 
and sent back to our soldiers helped us with the job. 

Ernie Pyle showed me our wonderful army through new eyes -
eyes that drank in every detail of the battle, from the biggest 
plan to the smallest machine-gunner in action. From this man 
who, at the end of the day, would retell the things we had seen 
together, I better understood the feeling for battle and the 
code of leadership. Ernie Pyle's typewriter had a real soul, 
and it told our story to the world.l32 

Word of Ernie Pyle's death was quickly communicated around the world. 

His close personal friend and colleague, Lee G. Miller, was on Luzon, 

shaving out of his helmet when he heard a radio in a nearby hut quoting 

President Truman: "The nation is quickly saddened again by the death of 

Ernie Pyle. No man in this war has so well told the story of the 

Am · f1' ght1· ng men wanted 1· t told." American·fighting man as er1can 

In Leipzig Hal Boyle woke up with, "Ernie got it!" As Robert Capa 

wrote: ''We all got up and drank ourselves stupid in silence." Bill 
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Nauldin put it this way: "The or,ly difference between Ernie's death and 

the death of any other good guy is that the other good guy is mourned by 

his company. Ernie is mourned by the Army."l33 



John Cashman (International News Service) 

J 
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John Cashman lost an arm during an Atlantic tour with the Navy in 

May, 1942 and after his discharge he went on to become one of the out

standing war correspondents in the Pacific. Then on July 31, 1945 

Cashman was killed in a take-off crash of an Army bomber at Okinawa.l34 

Cashman, who had covered Navy boxing for the Shanghai Evening Post 

and Mercury when he was in the Far East with the Navy from 1935 to 1939, 

had to learn to type again after his arm was amputated following severe 

wounds inflicted when a gun misfired aboard his ship. 

It was while recovering from the amputation in his New York home 

that he decided to do something about fulfilling his desire to be a 

journalist. 
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While covering the Navy boxing matches in the Far East, he made the 

acquaintance of Lieutenant (j.g.), then Ensign John J. Powers, manager 

of the ship boxing team, who was later postumously awarded the Medal of 

Honor after downing six Japanese ships in the Coral Sea. 

Listening to President Roosevelt talk of Powers on the radio broad-

cast, Cashman decided to do a piece on the hero. Sports columnist Dan 

Parker of the New York Mirror referred him to James J. Johnson, boxing 

manager and promoter, who was Power's uncle. Johnson sent Cashman to 

the president of I.N.S. and he was taken on as a copy boy in October, 

1942. 

When he went to Manila as a war correspondent, Cashman was initially 

assigned to headquarters. But he disliked being separated from the 

fighting men, so he asked permission to cover the invasion of Borneo. 

Following his arrival overseas in Guam, Cashman's down-to-earth re-

ports on men fighting the war were made into a daily I.N.S. feature. 

Cashman had commented on his own style: 

The material that went into these stories was very 
ordinary in the light of what most correspondents seemed 
to prefer. But I've done my best because I've worked 
with a purpose. The purpose is to present the truth in 
a way that will make people think.l35 
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Robert T. Bellaire (Collier's Magazine) 

Robert T. Bellaire, Collier's magazine war correspondent, was the 

last World War II reporter to lose his life overseas and his death after 

the Japanese surrender came as a result of a jeep accident. He suffered 

a skull fracture in the September 30, 1945 accident and died 5 hours 

later. 

Bellaire, 31, of Grunwich, Connecticut joined the United Press in 

1934, and worked in Nanking, Shanghai and had been the Tokyo bureau chief. 

On December 7, 1941 when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor he was inter-

ned in Tokyo the following day and was not released for six months. In 

July, 1941, he filed his first report describing the treatment he and 

other Americans received from the Japanese: 

I was beaten and choked by Japanese police during that 
period as were some other newspaper men, because I refused 
to write a statement, which I considered improper- a state
ment which in my judgment, the Japanese intended to use for 
propaganda. 

During the early weeks of the internn1ent we were not 
permitted outdoor exercise. Later we received use of an 
exercise lot, about 50 feet by 30 feet, where we were walked 
to and fro two hours daily.l36 

Robert Bellaire received a military funeral and was buried in the 

United States Army Cemetary south of Yokohama, Japan. 
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CHAPTER VII 

KOREAN \-JAR 

Introduction 

On a beautiful summer Sunday, June 25, 1950, 150,000 North Korean 

Communist soldiers swarmed south across the 38th Parallel. It was auto

matically assumed in the United States in the grip of the McCarthy era, 

that the Communists were responsible. The United States persuaded the 

United Nations to begin an official, collective "police action" in 

Korea and General Douglas MacArthur became not only the American com

mander but the United Nations corrnnander as \vell with 15 nations pro

viding military contingents to assist the American and South Korean 

forces. 

The United States had very few correspondents in Korea when hostil

ities broke out and a few more had arrived by the time the first 

American infantrymen went into action on July 5.1 A few days later a 

transport aircraft with fighter cover brought Keyes Beech of the Chicago 

Daily News, Frank Gibney of Time, Burton Crane of the New York Times and 

Marguerite Higgins of the New York Herald Tribune into Seoul from Tokyo. 

From the very beginning the going was nearly as rough for the cor

respondents as it was for the soldiers. ~1ost took their chances with 

the troops, ate and slept were they could and were soon covered with 

mosquito and flea bites and came down with dysentery. 

Peter Kalischer of the United Press was one of the first to witness 

the Americans going into action. He watched the battle from a foxhole 

near Osan, south of Seoul and saw raw American infantrymen being killed 
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all around him as twenty enemy tanks and thousands of Communist soldiers 

pushed south. It took Kalischer three days to get to Taejon, where he 

was finally able to file his story after standing in line. 

Communications were poor at best. There \vas onlv one military line 

to Tokyo from the 24th Division headquarters in Taejon and some corres

pondents were catching flights back to Japan in ordec to file their 

stories· Another U. P. correspondent, Rutherford Peats, tried to beat the 

communications snag by using carrier pigeons borrowed from a Tokyo ne\vs

paper. One of the birds took a leisurely eleven days to fly copy from 

Korea to Tokyo.2 

In the beginning, there was no formal censorship and reporters com-

·monly used terms such as "whipped and frightened G. I.'s." Marguerite 

Higgins wrote about comments she heard such as, "just give me a jeep and 

I'll know which direction I'll go in," and "this mama's boy ain't cut 

out to be no hero." She also quoted a young lieutenant who asked her, 

"are you correspondents telling the people back home the truth? Are you 

telling them we have nothing to fight with and that it is an utterly 

useless war?"3 

Later, censorship was heavily enforced by order of General }1acArthur. 

Kalischer and Torn Lambert of the Associated Press were in Tokyo when 

they were told they were no longer welcome in Korea. General MacArthur's 

headquarters looked upon their dispatches as giving aid and comfort to 

the enemy. 

On September 15, 1950, General MacArthur made his offensive move 

with the Marines landing at Inchon and correspondents accompanied the 

troops during the recapture of Seoul. By this time reporters were find

ing out that the North Kore.ans were not abiding by rules of the Geneva 
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Convention, so many of them began carrying weapons. The enemy had no 

qualms about shooting unarmed civilians and the forward edge of the bat

tle area was so fluid that no place near the front was safe. Risk and 

daring were common for war correspondents who left press headquarters 

for their stories. Bob Vermillion of the United Press jumped into North 

Korea behind enemy lines with American paratroopers and broke his ankle. 

Fortunately, there were few enemy soldiers in the area and he was moved 

back to a first-aid station and while in severe pain, he was able to 

file his story over a field phone.4 

At this stage of the war there were approximately 270 correspondents 

in Korea from 19 different countries. And just as they had in previous 

wars, a separation began where some became front-line reporters and the 

rest chose a safer distance back with the United Nations headquarters. 

About 60 of the 270 chose to brave the bullets and could always be 

found in the field where the action was.s 

On September 27, Seoul was recaptured and United Nations forces 

crossed the 38th Parallel. Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea fell 

on October 19. However, it was not too long afterwards when everyone 

knew the Chinese had officially entered the war. On October 24, Marine 

fliers reported they had been hit by Chinese antiaircraft batteries near 

the Yalu River and by November 1, MIG-15 jets were in the air and the 

Chinese cavalry was pushing south. 

Early in November, United Press correspondent Joe cuinn was covering 

the 1st cavalry Division and the South Korean 1st Division when the 

Chinese Communist troops on horse and on foot slipped through the advance 

lines and made an Indian-style massacre attack on two American combat 
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regiments at Usan. Quinn woke Ul with the wild notes of an enemy bugle 

call in his ears and discovered that the Americans were fighting against 

overwhelming odds. 

It was not until the second week in November that the Eighth United 

States Army renewed its offensive and pushed north to the Yalu River. 

Charles R. Moore of the U.P. reported that he reached the river with 

forces of the 7th U.S. Division and became the only American correspon

dent "to spit in the Yalu."6 

By month's end, the Chinese regained some momentum and had attacked 

and cut off sizeable forces of U.N. troops near the Chasin Reservoir. A 

few correspondents hitched rides in C-47 aircraft that were being used 

to take supplies to the besieged forces and take out the wounded. Keyes 

Beech of the Chicago Daily News stayed three days with the 1st Marine 

Division and called it a "trial by blood and ice." The mercury was 15 

degrees below zero and Beech wrote of the ~larine breakout that saved an 

Army: 

Whatever this campaign was - retreat, withdrawal or defeat 
one thing can be said with certainty. Not in the Marine Corps' 
long and bloody history has there been anything like it. And 
if you'll pardon a personal recollection, not at Tarawa or Iwo 
Jima, where casualties were much greater did I see men suffer 
so much. The wonder isn't that they fought their way out 
against overwhelming odds, but that they were able to survive 
the cold and fight at all.7 

By order of General MacArthur, all correspondents were required to 

wear military uniforms. Each was issued an official uniform, shoulder 

patch, which was blue and silver, the U.N. colors, and had the initials 

"U.N." at the top with "war correspondent" below.8 In addition, they 

soon acquired a canteen, helmet and dust goggles. Walter Simmons of the 

Chicago Tribune described how he saw the correspondents in Korea: 



The newspapermen now covering the war in ~area are 
doubtless the hardest working, dirtiest; •. assembled anywhere 
in recorded history. Their wives and children would flee 
in horror if they should see any of these apparitions 
shambling along, unshaven, scratching ... plastered \vith dust."9 

The war in Korea officially ended on July 27, 1953 and Korea was 
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partitioned in fact. ~risoner exchanges remained to be covered and vnr-

ious cleanup stories had to be done. But within a year, Korea once 

again was being surveyed by a bare minimum of the foreign press corps. 

r.asualties 

Ther~ was no place to hide in Ko~ea, pnrticularly for the corres-

pondents who preferred action to the dull and prosaic exploration of 

background. Burton Crane of the New York Times, was the first American 

newsman to be \vounded, along with Frank Gibney of Life magazine, when 

the bridge over the Han River was blown up as they approached it on June 

28, 1950. 

Ray Richards, International Ne\~TS Service, \vas the first American 

newsman to die in action. He wrote his first story of the war on June 

28, followed it up with a vivid account of how a "lost battalion" of 

American troops had smashed through Communist lines and was killed in 

action on July 10. 

Eight more American correspondents would die before the signing of 

the Armistice. 
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Ray Richards (International News Service) 

From a lm.; ridgeline above the Kum River on JL•ly 10, 1950, three 

U.S. correspondents watched an outnumbered, outgunned battalion of 

American soldiers fight a desperate delaying action. Only one of those 

newsmen, Horner Bigart of the Ne\v York Ilerald Tribune, returned to ~,.;rite 

about it. The other two, Ray Rich~rds of the International Xcws Service 

and Corporal Ernie Peeler of the military Stars and Stripes were killeJ 

as they ran f6r a jeep when the battalion was cut off. 

Richards' last dispatch, filed July 9, described how the famed 

American "Lost Battalion" had smashed through surrounding Communist 

forces north of Chonan against 10-to-one odds to rejoin its regiment.lO 

The first war assignment for the 56-year-old Richards was covering 

General John J. Pershing's expedition against the Mexican bandit Pancho 

Villa for a Denver newspaper. He began his journalistic career in 1910 

as a reporter for the Tulsa Daily World. 

Later, Richards worked for newspapers in Honolulu, Tokyo and Shanghai 

and .he covered the Sino-Japanese War. A onetime assistant city editor of 

Hearst's Los Angeles Examiner, Richards was its Washington correspondent 

when he took leave during the fall of 1949 to go to Korea as a special 

adviser on international affairs to President Synagman Rhee. He ·had just 

completed his plans to return to the United States when the Korean War 

broke out. 11 

The New York Times editorial staff paid tribute to both Richards 

and Peeler when they said: 



Ray Richards and Ernie Peeler join the honored list 
of those wl1o died in the Second World ~ar getting the news 
where the danger was greatest. No war correspondent worth 
his salt ever asked a better break than the soldiers whose 
story he went to get. There is nothing more dangerous in 
war corresponding than feeling out a retreat when the lines 
are wi~e open and a thrust by the opposing side can over
whelm or outflank the spot where one might be. 12 
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James 0. Supple (Chicago Sun-Times) 

James 0. Supple, correspondent for the Chicago Sun-Times, never 

feared death but onl h' b'l' Y 1s a 1 1ty to meet the severe standards of what a 

war correspondent should be. 

In Rome a few days prior to his flight to Korea he told a friend: 

''I know that Korea will be rough for everybody in it. The only thing 

worrying me is whether without battle experience I can meet the standards 

of veteran reporters already on the scene."l3 

Supple never got to Korea. The transport plane carrying him and 25 

others to the battle front crashed into the sea 80 miles south of Tokyo 

on July 27, 1950. Three other reporters were also aboard that flight-

one American, Albert Hinton; a reporter from London and another from 

France. 

Supple was 34 and a native of Chicago. A bachelor, he had been with 

the Sun-Times from its first issue in 1941 and continued as religious ed-

itor after he had served in the Army in \vorld War I I. He attended Loyola 

and Northwestern Universities and was a journalism instructor at two 

local colleges. 

As a religious editor, Supple had already spent considerable time in 

foreign correspondence. During the summer of 1949, after covering the 

meeting of the World Council of Churches in Amsterdam, he went behind the 

Iron Curtain. He came out to write a brilliant series describing the 

suppression of civil liberties of Russian satellite countries. Earlier 

in 1947 he received the first annual award of the Associated Church Press, 

national Protestant organization for the "greatest contribution to reli-

h h . · A · "14 gious understanding of any newspaper c urc wr1ter 1n rner1can. · 
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Albert Hinton (Norfolk Journal & Guide) 

Albert Hinton, 46, associate editor of the r~orfolk (VA) Journal '-" 

Guide, was the first black war correspondent fatality in both world 

wars or the Korean war.l5 He was killed on July 27, 1950 in the same 

air tragedy that took the life of James o. Supple, of the Chicago Sun

Times. 

After graduating from Elizabeth City (N.C.) State College and 

Howard University, Hinton joined the Journal & Guide staff in 1931 and 

served sucessively as reporter, city editor, managing editor and assoc-

iate editor. He flew to the Virgin Islands to cover the inaguration of 

Governor Hastie and covered the Scottsboro trial at Decatur, Alabama; 

the riot trial at ·columbia, Tennessee, and the mass trial of alleged 

lynchers at Greenville, South Carolina. His series of articles exposing 

school conditions in Princess Anne County, Virginia in 1946 won a public 

service award for the paper from the Wendell Wilkie Journalism Foundation. 

In 1963, Hinton was honored by the Korean government and post

humously awarded the Republic of Korea Order of Merit in ceremonies in 

Seoul marking the lOth anniversary of the Korean Armistice. 16 
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William R. Mooce (Associated Press) 

William R. Moore of the Associated Press was killed while helping 

to save a wounded Army lieutenant. 

The 40-year-old Oklahoma City newspaperman, an Army major during 

World War II, failed to return from a voluntary mission to the Chinju 

Front on July 31, 1950. He had been reported with an element of the 24th 

Division that was split in two by a North Korean drive. 

A corporal captured in that same action said of Hoore, "I saw his 

body lying in a pool of water. There were nine of us and some South 

Koreans. Only one other man and I got out alive - and we were cap-

17 tured." 

Moore was a native of Nowata, Oklahoma. He was a member of the Daily 

Oklahoman staff in Oklahoma City and joined the A.P. in Denver in 1937. 

He was a member of the armed forces in the Pacific during World \~ar 

II from 1942 to 1946 and was discharged with the rank of major after 

occupation duty in Korea. He rejoined the A.P. in New York and in April, 

1948, was sent to Korea as a correspondent. 

The corporal who knew Moore said: 

We had come four miles toward Masan, out of Chinju, when 
we were stopped by a blown up bridge. We could not get our 
tanks across. We had some wounded, including our lieutenant. 
Bill Moore helped carry the litter holding the lieutenant. 
We made our way under the demolished bridge and stayed there. 

There were eight of us left and Bill made nine, not 
counting three or four South Koreans who jumped on the back 
of our tank. 

Bill was killed between 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. by mortar, 
small arms or grenade fire.l8 
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Wilson Fi~lder (Time-Life) 

Wilson Fielder, Time-Life combat correspondent was born in the Far 

East, worked extensively in the Far East, and died there from enemy gun

fire during the Korean War. 

Fielder, who had only been in Korea a couple of days, went straight 

to Taejon where the 24th Division was pinned down by the Communist North 

Koreans. As the city fell, he left the burning ruins in the back seat 

of a jeep and was hit by a burst of machine-gun fire. 

Carl Mydans in his book More Than Meets The Eye, tells of his brief 

meeting with Fielder and attempt to later find him: 

Wilson Fielder came from Hong Kong to cover the Korean 
War. He loved Asia and could not stay away from the vortex 
of her suffering. He arrived as I was leaving and he asked 
me where along the fighting front I thought he shoud go. I 
said 'Taejon. When you get there, look for Colonel Ayers 
and the 1st Battalion of the 24th.' 

They nodded, parted and both promised to meet again in battle. But 

they never did. Mydans was delayed in Tokyo - the day that it took 

Fielder to reach Taejon and when Mydans finally got a place on a Korea-

bound plane he met another correspondent coming out who told him: "It's 

slaughter over there. I think your new man Fielder got it yesterday. I 

heard reports that he's been killed." 19 

The son of a missionary, Fielder was born and grew up in Chengchow, 

China. He attended Baylor University and the University of California 

and served four years in the Marines during World War II. Before joining 

Time in August, 1948, he had worked for various newspapers in Texas and 

as night city editor for the A.P. in San Francisco. He always held the 

hope that someday he would return to China as a journalist. 
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That chance came in 1948, when he reported the last bitte:r tr-iumphs 

of Communism in China for Time and Life. lie also covered guerrilla 'l.·lar-

fare in Indo-China and went along on a Chinese Nationalist bombing raid 

from Formosa to Shanghai. 20 
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Charles D. Rosecrans (International News Photos) 

Charles D. Rosecrans, war correspondent and photographer for 

International News Photos and the great-grandson of General Hilliam T. 

Rosecrans, who commanded Union troops during the Civil War, was killed 

in the crash of a C-54 transport plane during a takeoff at a southern 

Japanese bas-e on September 7, 1950.21 Frank Emery of International News 

Service and Ken Inouye of Telenews, were also killed in that accident. 

Rosecrans, a native of Hawaii, had distinguished himself as a writer 

as well as a photographer in the Korean conflict. He had a well-remem

bered dispatch of an incident in which two American chaplains in Taejon 

tossed a coin to see who should remain behind to administer to the wound-

ed U.S. troops - all of whom were later murdered by the enemy. 

Rosecrans served with the Army as a combat photographer in World \·:ar 

II and took part in the Kwajalein, Eniwetok, Saipan, Tinian, Guam and 

Leyte Landings. 

Known as "Rosy," sporting a full beard, he was a favorite of Mrs. 

Douglas MacArthur, who always inquired about him when photographers 

gathered to take pictures where she was present. 22 
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Frank Emery (International News Service) 

Frank Einery, International News Service corresDondent, was return

ing to Korea after convalescing in Tokyo from battle wounds and was kill

ed when his return flight crashed during takeoff. 

Emery was wounded on August 23, 1950 during a patrol action in •.v-hich 

Randolph Churchill, correspondent of the London Daily Telegraph and son 

of the late Prime Hinister Hinston Churchill, also was ~..:ounded. 

After several days in a dangerous sector, Emc~y and Churchill had 

gone to a quiet sector for a rest. There, a soldjer braced them: "You 

fellows always talk to the brass and never give us a break. Hhy don't 

you come on patrol with us tonight and tell the people back home how 

tough it is •.• There won't be any danger. We know this area." 

That night when the six-man patrol waded across the Naktong River, 

Emery and Churchill were with it. All went well for two hours, but when 

they started back, the North Koreans opened fire and three mortar shells 

exploded among them. Emery was hit in the side, thigh, and foot and 

Churchill had a dollar-sized hole in his shin and yet, both managed to 

dictate accounts of their experience.23 

Emery, 23, born in Los Angeles, was head of the International News 

Service bureau in Manila when war broke out. He was a former editor of 

the Pacific edition of the Stars and Stripes and writer for the Los 

Angeles Examiner. 

General Carlos P. Romulo, Foreign Minister of the Philippines, sent 

thi~ message to the I.N.S.: 



It \vas with grief and a sense of personal loss ·that 
I read about Frank Emery's death in this morning's papers. 
lie covered the Department of Foreign Affairs in Hanila 
before the outbreak of the fighting in Korea and I came 
to know and respect him as an unusually enterprising, 
accurate and fair-minded reoorter.24 
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Ken Irouye (Telenews) 

Ken Inouye of Telenews was the third American correspondent killed 

in the crash of a C-54 transport plane on September 7, 1950. He was the 

youngest war correspondent to die in either World \~ar II or Korea. 

Inouye, 21, was a Long Island-born Japanese, who had been making a 

mark with motion pictures taken at the front lines for Telenews, an 

International News Service affiliate supplying newsreel coverage to 

television stations throughout the United States. His films had been the 

first battle scenes to arrive in America after the Korean ~~r began. 
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William H. Graham (New York Journal of Commerce) 

William H. Graham, aviation editor of the N~w York Journal of 

Commerce, was killed in early March, 1951, when a plane in which he was 

a passenger crashed into the sea. 

Graham was born in 1911 and was graduated from •Jbcrlin College and 

studied for a master's degree at Princeton. 

During World War II, he served as a member of the U.S. Air Force, 

mostly in Washington D.C. and in China. A major in tl1e Air Force reserv~, 

he served in 1950 at the Air Command School at Haxwell Field, Alabama. 

Prior to his assignment with the Journal of Commerce, he had been 

associate editor of the Aeronautical Review. 25 
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CHAPTER VIII 

SOU THE AS T AS IA 

Introduction 

The American press showed their first signs of interest in Vietnam 

in late 1960 when some 400 civilians were killed by revolting South 

Vietnamese army paratroopers in the capital city of Saigon. Some of the 

early correspondents to arrive were Homer Bigart, who between wars switch

ed from the New York Herald Tribune to the New York Times· Malcolm ---------------' 
Browne of the Associated Press; Ray Herndon of the United Press Inter-

national and Francois Sully, a Frenchman, who had been living in Vietnam 

for 13 years, was a stringer for Newsweek. 

These correspondents and others to follow found their jobs very 

difficult. First, they were accredited by the Diem government, which 

heavily censored their copy and made life miserable for those overstep-

ping the line. During this period, the United States commitment consist-

ed only of military advisors and economic support to South Vietnam. 

American soldiers were not sent into battle, but acted in various advi-

sory capacities. Second, there was the difficulty in covering the fight-

ing. There were no measuring rods that a correspondent could use to 

report who was winning and losing each day. Towns were not captured and 

occupied. There were no large scale battles measured by the standards of 

the two World Wars or Korea. This latter obstacle persisted for foreign 

journalists until the end of hostilities. 

Edwin c. White of United Press International spoke in 1966 of the 
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importance and the difficulty of reporting the Vietnam story during one 

of his home leaves: 

It's hard to explain the difference in the Viet Nam 
war from World War II or Korea. In those wars you had 
lateral lines and correspondents went up to the front and 
got their stories and came back to write them. In Viet 
Nam you have complex politics and a complex military sit
uation with no lateral front but with pockets of fighting 
all over the country. When you put down in a helicopter 
you have no idea whether you are in enemy territory or not.l 

As the intensity of the war grew, so did the number of correspondents 

covering it. In 1962 there were 10 foreign correspondents in country 

and by 1964 that number had increased to about 40. 2 In early 1966, more 

than 300 newsmen were reporting the war and by November, 1967, 530 were 

accredited to the U.S. Army's Military Assistance command Vietnam 

(l•1ACV) • 3 

Peter Arnett, who spent approximately ten years in Vietnam and re-

ceived the Pulitzer Prize for his reporting efforts, joined the A.P. 

staff in Vietnarn in 1962. In 1971 he addressed the Pennsylvania Press 

Conference and passed on some of his reflections on Vietnam and early 

survival advice that he had received, which he feels may have helped keep 

him alive during that long tenure. When Arnett walked into the Saigon 

A.P. bureau, Malcolm Browne tossed him a mimeographed booklet he had 

authored entitled: A Short Guide to Ne\vs Coverage in Vietnam. It began: 

Coverage in Vietnam requires agressiveness, resource
fulness and, at times, methods uncomfortably close to.those 
used by professional intelligence units. You can expect 
very little help from most official sources, and news comes 
the hard way. Correspondents in Vietnam are regarded by 
the Saigon government as "scabby sheep" and treated Accordingly. 

On tips to new stringers and advice on first aid, Browne said: 



1 ---) .: 

Avoid the crowd. Blaze new trails and 
The fresh story, the ne\~T angle, the hitherto 
these are the things we want. 

do it alone. 
'1 -.reported -

Battle casualties often die from loss of blood. Belts, 
ropes and field straps mak·::- good tourniquets. \!henever 
flying in a helicopter, try to borrow a flak jacket from 
the crew - two, if possible. The second one you sit on. 
You won't be considered a ch.icken. All crr·\·l b .__ l:iem crs must 
wear them. 

And finally, Browne's advice when encountering the enemy: 

Carrying pistols is not condoned officiallv either by 
Vietnamese or American authorities, but America~ officers
privately approve of the practice. Under no circumstances 
try to shoot it out with the Vietcong if you are alone. 
Don't try to throw away your identification papers - identity
less suspects are regarded with great suspicion and are 
subject to very bad treatment.4 

Transportation was always a problem for war correspondents in South 

Vietnam. Travel by road was extremely dangerous except in heavily guard-

ed and escorted convoys. That left air travel, which was a necessity 

for reporters meeting deadlines. During the early stages of the war, re-

porters simply hitched rides any way they could; however, by 1965 one 

helicopter in Saigon was assigned to the press and there was a daily C-123 

cargo transport flight that stopped at most of the larger U.S. instal

lations.S In early 1966 the shuttle flights were discarded and replaced 

with a system of reserving seats on each of nine daily flights from 

S . h . . b 6 a1gon to t e maJor a1r ases. 

For the correspondent who ventured out of Saigon and made his way 

as far north as the I Corps region, a press camp operated in the city of 

Da Nang. It was one of five press camps in Vietnam. Formerly, a French-

operated hotel, the center was taken over in March, 1965 in an attempt 

to make the correspondent's visit as comfortable as possible. 

Sleeping quarters to accommodate as many as 35 newsmen were 
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available at about $8.00 per day It also had a bar and restaurant, a 

row of "one-armed bandits," a makeshift volleyball court, motor boat, 

fishing poles and movies. Poor communications from the center were the 

biggest problem in trying to get a story out. \·rith nly a f 'l"t v o ew m~ ~ ~ry 

telephone lines open to Saigon, it sometimes took as long as four hours 

to get an open line to the capital, 480 miles away. 7 

In Vietnam, as in past wars, many correspondents chose to risk 

danger and reported the battle as they saw it themselves. Others, for 

one reason or another, stayed in the relatively safe city of Saigon, 

where they were afforded military briefings and could write their stories 

from the daily communique. It was dubbed the "5 o'clock Follies," where 

a press representative of the U.S. Embassy and different spokesmen on 

ground, air and sea activities met with members of the press. The brief-

ers used maps and charts and distributed a MACV communique, which covered 

the preceding 24-hour period. If there was an unusual action going on 

in the field, special briefers were brought in for a particular incident. 

Peter Arnett, one of those correspondents who reported the Vietnam 

war from fox-hole level, spoke about a field correspondent's typical 

work schedule: 

At 5 a.m. you either get a ride on a plane to join a 
military operation in the field or go to cover a terrorist 
attack in the city of Saigon. If you took a flight, it 
would be for one or two hours to a main corps area head
quarters and then you would beg a helicopter ride to a 
division in the field and by mid-day should be on the 
scene of action. 

You might see 20 wounded. You talk to the brigade 
commander closest to the action and stay over night or 
attempt to get to a telephone, in which case it would be 
8 or 9 o'clock before you could get a call through. 



Often at dinner - three or four times a week - you dash 
out, get in a car and drive over the city when you hear 
bang-bang-bangs. The A.P. has 24-hour teletype service and 
new leads must be written constantly - there is no escaping 
working 12 or 14-hour days, seven days a week. Lo~s of 
major news breaks on Sundays - the enemy strikes when they 
think we are relaxed.8 
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The correspondents in Vietnam found no protection from enemy gun-

fire by virtue of their official r~CV press accreditation. During one 

incident in }lay, 1968, five correspondents were driving through thP 

Cholon district of Saigon and were attacked. The only one who survived 

said they had shouted "Baa Chi," which meant press in Vietnamese; hmv-c 

ever the machine-guns never stopped firing. 

After the Cholon incident there was mixed emotions throughout the 

press corps on the value of carrying weapons. The difficulty was that 

even if one correspondent continued to go armed, they felt sure the Viet-

cong would assume all \vould be armed and re~ct accordingly. This did 

not stop Sean Flynn from carrying his pearl-handled .22 caliber pistol 

or Peter Arnett from packing a Mauser machine pistol.9 

Casualties 

Covering the war in Vietnam and surrounding countries in Southeast 

Asia was extremely dangerous and no respect was shown for reputations. 

Twenty~nine war correspondents were killed and 23 are still listed as 

missing. Fifteen of the dead were Americans. 
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Robert Capa (Life Magazine) 

Robert Capa, the Hungarian-born photographer world renowned for his 

graphic pictures of the Spanish Civil War and the Normandy invasion 

beaches, was the first American journalist to die in Vietnam. He was 

killed instantly \vhen he stepped on a land mine on Hay 25, 1954 in the 

vicinity of Thaibinh, about forty-five miles south of Hanoi. 

Gapa, who spoke five languages, was once asked which language he 

"thought" in. After mulling over the question Capa ansv1ered, "I think 

in pictures." Host of the pictures thought in v1ere of \var. As a Life 

staffer in World War II, Capa earned the reputation as the best combat 

photographer in the world. Although he hated war (''It is ·like an aging 

actress: more and more dangerous and less and less photogenic"), Capa 

was seldom far from the front lines.10 

Armed with three cameras and a flask of Scotch, he jumped with U.S. 

paratroopers into Nazi-held Germany. At Anzio he landed with the assault 

troops; on D-day he hit Omaha Beach with the first wave of the 1st Divi-

sion. "For a war correspondent to miss an invasion," Capa said jauntily, 

"is like refusing a date with Lana Turner after completing a five-year 

stretch in Sing Sing."ll 

Robert Capa was one of a generation of Europeans who experienced a 

great deal of war and very little peace. He was born in Budapest, 

Hungary in 1913, one year before the beginning of World War I and most 

of his boyhood was lived under the shadow of that war. 

As a child, Capa was an extremely independent individual - a free

lance at heart, ,.,ho hated to be tied dmvn. His father, the head of a 
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tailoring business wanted R b t b ' o er to ecorne a lawyer and while the yuuu-;-

er Capa was not sure what he wanted to be, he agreed that he needed 

further education. Consequently, at the age of 18 he entered the 

University of Berlin and began studying sociology and journalism. Un

fortunately, he ran out of money and had to quit. H~ had dabbled in 

photography since age 14, when an uncle gave him a cheap camera, so when 

he heard that a large Berlin photo studio was looking for a darkroom 

assistant, Capa applied for the job and got it.l2 

When llitler came to power, Capa crossed the border into Austria, 

then went to Paris, where he came upon a unique scheme to sell his pic-

tures. Capa, whose real name was Andre Friedmann, invented a famed photo-

grapher himself. He posed as a darkroom assistant for a rich talented 

American photographer named Robert Capa. His pictures sold so well in 

France that he changed his name to Capa, married Gerda Taro his assistant 

and in 1936 he left for Spain to cover the civil war. He left an almost 

unknown photographer and before the war was over he had become famous in 

his profession. 

Capa was very strongly in favor of the loyalist cause in the Spanish 

war. He was taking pictures one day on the Cordoba front when a sudden 

insurgent attack forced the loyalists to give ground. Capa remained to 

take closeup shots of the attack, with the result that in a very few 

moments he and a single loyalist soldier found themselves all alone in a 

shallow trench, cut off from the main body of soldiers. The soldier 

stood up to make a dash to join the others, just as a burst of machine-

gun fire sounded. Capa instinctively raised his camera and his lenses 

caught the soldier at the very moment the bullets halted him in 
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mid-stride. This picture, freez· th 1 tng e sp it second between life and 

death, was one of the most vivid and publicized of the war.l3 

Capa left Spain to photograph the war in China and then on to the 

battlefronts of World War II. At war's end Capa's excellent record 

helped him to become a United States citizen, and \vjth four other top 

photographers Capa formed Magnum Photos, a cooperative agency. He went 

to Russia with John Steinbeck in January, 1948, made two trips to cover 

the Israeli-Arab War and by choice he missed the Korean War. 

Capa was tired and did not '\vant any more \vars, but in :12y, 1954 

Life magazine asked him to cover the war in Indo-China and he was on his 

tvay to Hanoi. He had been in Vietnam only a month when he was killed. 

It was suppose to be a very routine mission '"hich rated only three lines 

in a communique. 

A day before his death, Capa was sitting in a run-down hotel sipping 

Cognac and made a pronouncement to his Time-Life colleague John ~lecklin: 

This is maybe the last good war. The trouble with all 
you guys who complain about French public relations is that 
you don't appreciate this is a reporter's war. Nobody knows 
anythitig and nobody tells you anything and that me2ns a good 
reporter is free to go out and get a beat every day.l4 

The next day the two correspondents joined Jim Lucas, Scripps-Howard 

correspondent and the trio went out with a 2000-man task force which was 

to relieve, then evacuate, two garrisons some 50 miles south of Hanoi. 

Capa was well prepared for the mission with a thermos of iced tea, a jug 

of Cognac, a jeep promoted from a French colonel, everything except 

matches. He never had matches, presumably because other people could be 

counted on for such an obvious item. As they departed Capa told his 

friends, "this is going to be a beautiful story. I 8hall be on my good 
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behavior today. I shall not insult people and I shall not even mention 

the excellence of my work."l5 

Later that afternoon, firing stopped the column and Capa decided to 

walk on up the road and told Mecklin and Lucas to pick him up when the 

convoy started again. Moments later there was an explosion and Capa was 

dead. 

Ernest Hemingway in a cable to Life from Madrid said: "He was a 

good friend and a great and very brave photographer. It is bad luck for 

everybody that the percentages caught up with him ••. He was so much 

alive that it is a hard long day to think of him as dead."16 

Capa was posthumously awarded the Croix de Guerre with Palm by the 

French military. The decoration was pinned on a United States flag 

covering his coffin.17 
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Bernard KolenlJerg (Associated Press) 

Peter Arnett, Associated Press newsman and Pulitzer Prize winner , 

said of Bernard Kolenberg, "He was known in both his home area and in 

Vietnam as a daring and resourceful photographer."l8 

He was sent to Vietnam in June, 1965 on leave from his newspaper, 

the Alban~ (N.Y.) Times-Union, to shoot pictures for a special A.P. pro

ject. After five weeks there, he returned to the United States, but 

voiced his desire to go back and cover combat operations for the A.P. 

A.P. staff photographer Horst Faas, convinced A.P. officials that 

Kolenberg was just the sort of man who would turn in a good performance 

as a combat photographer. And so Kolenberg found himself once again in 

Vietnam in September, 1965. 

He went into the A.P. Saigon bureau, plunked down his camera and 

told his friends he was happy to be back. A week later on October 2, he 

was dead, the victim of an aerial collision between two U.S. Skyraider 

fighter-bombers. 

Kolenberg was known as "Bernie" among the poor and the rich in the 

Albany, New York area, including the last three governors before his 

death. He had been a photographer for 16 of his 38 years and won many 

prizes, the last coming just six days before his death. It was given by 

the New York state Associated Press Association for a feature of a gro-

19 
cer protesting a new state sales tax. 

Kolenberg had another passion - the welfare of children. He spent 

days off taking children on trips from a boys' home and he set up a box 

in the Times-Union city room for contributions for forlorn children. 
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Just before Kolenberg left for Vietnam the second time, he had a 

chance to talk with h~s good friend Edward Flattau, U.l'.l. correspondent 

in Albany. Kolenberg told Flattau: 

The vrhole story is not being told. There are thousands 
of stories you can't see in the typical combat photos. I 
want to photograph faces, individuals, record their reactions, 
their suffering throughout a full day of combat. 

Kolenberg did just that, but he never got to see the re\.:ards for 

· his dedicated Hork. Editor & Publisher ran a feature and reproduced 

some of his photographs which were among those on exposed rolls he had 

left behind when he took his ill-fated flight. There were no captions 

with the film and his notes were destroyed in the crash. 20 

In Kolenberg's honor, the New York state A.P. Hanaging Editors 

Association established the Bernie Kolenberg Award, given to the best-of-

show wlnner in the annual New York State Newsphoto contest. 

Then Secretary of Defense Robert S. HcNamara presented Kolenberg's 

widow with the Purple Heart and Governor Nelson Rockefeller a\vardcd a 

posthumous Distinguished Service Cross, New ~ark's highest award for 

veterans. 
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Jerry Rose (Freelance) 

Jerry Rose, freelance writer and former Southeast Asia correspondent 

for the Saturday Evening Post, was killed in a civilian air crash on 

September 16, 1965. 

Rose who was 31 years old, had spent the last six years of his 

life in Vietnam. He was raised in Gloversville, New York and had init

ially gone to South Vietnam as a professor at the University of Hue. He 

later drifted from the academic world to become a freelance writer and 

journalist. 

In 1962, he married Kay Peterson, a pretty young American secretary 

who worked at the U.S. Embassy in Saigon. They moved to Hong Kong but 

Rose continued to cover stories throughout Southeast Asia. 

In 1961, Grant Wolfkill, a cameraman for National Broadcasting 

Company, was shot down over Laos. Wolfkill, along with the helicopter 

crew was held prisoner of the Communist Pathet Lao guerrillas for 15 

months. After Wolfkill was released, he teamed up with his friend, 

Jerry Rose to write a book on Wolfkill's ordeal, called Reported to be 

Alive. 

In early 1965, Rose felt compelled to do more about Vietnam than to 

observe and write about it. Vietnamese Premier Phan Huy ~uat asked him 

to serve as an offical advisor and the U.S. aid mission offered to pay 

his salary if he accepted. He did. 

Rose often had premonitions of disaster, but he kept at his job. A 

few days before his death he had dinner with Malcolm W. Browne, then with 

the American Broadcasting Company and Browne said that Rose had seemed 

depressed. "Sometimes I think I'm just not going to make it, "Rose said, 



"I get to thinking that if I just make it through this year maybe 

I'll pack up my whole family and we'll all leave Asia and never come 

back."21 
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Dickey Ch<pelle (Freelance) 

Dickey Chapelle, a daring woman pilot, parachutist and war cor~es

pondent-photographer, was killed on November 4, 1965 several hours after 

she stepped on a concealed mine. On assignment for the National Observer 

and for radio station WOR (New York), Mrs. Chapelle was with the U.S. 

Marines covering a military operation near Chu Lai Air Base when the 

accident occurred. She was with the forward element of a Marine company 

when the mine - concealed in a booby trap - exploded, killing her and 

wounding four Marines.22 

Dickey Chapelle was a war correspondent of great experience. In a 

career full of colorful and courageous incidents, she built a name for 

herself as an individualist, a reporter in combat fatigues and boots who 

reported and photographed wars all around the globe. 

Mrs. Chapelle displayed unusual fearlessness in face of some of the 

most violent war action. She often parachuted into the thick of action 

to get her stories. At 19, she married war photographer Tony Chapelle, 

who taught her the camera craft. The couple saw little of each other 

during World War II and were eventually divorced. 23 As a combat corres

pondent in the Pacific, she covered the war there on the beaches of Okinawa 

and Iwo Jima. Her camera told the story of men struggling for existence, 

wounded, dying. 

She covered the Korean War, the 1956 Hungarian revolt, U.S. Marine 

landing in Lebanon and the Dominican Republic, and she covered Castro's 

war against Batista in Cuba. 

In 1956 she was jailed in Hungary for 50 days after parachuting into 

the country to ~hotograph the Freedom Fighter's ill-fated revolution 



against Communist domination. 24 In 1962 she told an interviewer: 

In the 
In each one 
a war where 

past eight years, I've covered eight wars. 
the Communists have won. I'd like to cover 
I'm reporting the winning side. 
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And to another question regarding fear in her business, she respon
ded: 

Everyone is afraid at some time. But I try to remember 
something a Marine sergeant once told me, that courage is 
simply the control of fear. 

Newsman who did not know her would wince when the 47-year-old, 

Wisconsin-born Dickey Chapelle showed up in a war zone, bellowing her 

gravel - voiced imitation of a Marine drill instructor. But after a 

short time, even the most hostile male correspondents became admirers of 

a woman they found to be highly - talented journalist and skilled photo-

grapher. 

In 1962 she wrote a book, What's a Woman Doing Here? Where she 

recounted the places she had been and the things she had done that would 

never have been expected of a woman. 

Charles Wiley, who had befriended Dickey Chapelle in Vietnam in 1962, 

had this to say after learning of her death. 

In the United States increasingly populated by "papier
mache" people, Dickey Chapelle was real. She was the kind of 
woman war correspondent portrayed in a dozen old Hollywood 
movies. Dickey talked gruffly and laughed hard - tough, big
hearted. She was a real combat re2orter who covered wars on 
battlefields, not from hotel bars. 6 

There was a ceremony marking the dedication of the Dickey Chapelle 

Memorial Dispensary in Vietnam on November 4, 1966. Jim Lucas of Scripps 

Howard Newspapers spoke at the ceremony at the Chu Lai New Life Hamlet 

near where she had died. Lucas said: 

Most of us here knew and loved Dickey Chapelle. Those 
who did not must feel that they did. Dickey was one of our 
legends, she rang true. 



TI1ere was nothing phoney about Dickey Chapelle. The 
star ies \ve hear and tell about this unique i·lOri,,.,n ,.;ere 
true. They suffer, if anything in the re-telling, 
because Dickey could not be recaptured in words or 
in pictures. 

I knew Dickey longer than either of us cared to 
admit. Our paths crossed in Korea, in Lebanon, in 
the Dominican Republic and in Viet Nam. But there 
were places they did not cross, because Dickey went 
where only the bravest of us dared not go. 

Her death, near this very spot, was a blo~ to 
the heart. We loved this gal ... this fierce competitor •.. 
this spitfire. 

Dickey Chapelle "tvas a Harine. Gut she was also 
Dickey Chapelle, person. Some say they forgot Dickey 
was a female. Dickey was one hell of a girl. She 
simply refused to trade on her femininity. She didn't 
need to. She beat us to death. ·\ve couldn't kee.p up 
with her. We ceased to try. 

Knowing Dickey, I suspect that she would detest 
what we are doing here today. Ceremonies are slightly 
pompous, and Dickey \vas never pompous. Several years 
ago, I attended a ceremony on Ie Shima honoring the 
death of Ernie l~le on the anniversary of his death. 
There were speeches. There was a band and an honor 
guard. A representative of the Emperor of Japan laid 
a wreath at the spot where Ernie Pyle died. In the 
midst of that solemn occasion, I imagined I could hear 
Ernie yelling, ·'what in the hell goes on here?' 

I burst out laughing. 

So, as much as we mourn Dickey, let's not pull 
a long face for her. We miss her, but she is gone. 
And this dispensary is her memorial. You were a 
damned fool, Dickey Chapelle, to take the chances you 
took. But you wouldn't have.been yourself if you 
hadn't. 

So, for now, it's 'so long, Dickey Chapelle.' 
We'll be seeing you. 27 
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Sam Castan (Look Magazine) 

Sam Castan, Look Magazine's senior editor in Hong Kong, was killed 

by mortar fire on May 21, 1966, while covering the 1st Cavalry's Division's 

"Operation Crazy Horse" in the highlands of Vietnam. 

Like many who died before him and others who were to later meet 

death at the hands of an enemy, Castan was a war correspondent who fully 

recognized that the real stories were in the field. Just before he left 

Saigon he had written a few notes to himself on his upcoming combat assign

ment. In introspection he wrote: "Here you are and aware for a change. 

Now you know exactly what you have to do for Look: 1) a combat picture 

story to back up 2) a text piece on the state of the war now, under the 

title 'Are We Fighting Alone in Vietnam?' YOU GOTTA GO OUT INTO THE FIELD." 

His story was to reveal the conflict felt by men who must risk their 

lives in the field.28 

That night he had dinner with some of his correspondent friends, 

including Tim Page. Page, a courageous, young British photographer, 

tried to persuade Castan to go to Da Nang with him; however, Castan was 

committed to the highlands operation. 

Castan flew to Landing Zone Hereford and joined up with a twenty

two man mortar platoon, which had been given the mission to cover the 

company's further advance. He spoke to Sergeant Robert L. Kirby, 29-

year-old leader of the platoon. "How do you feel about things?" Kirby 

answered, ''If you think you're going to get a story out of this platoon, 

you're wrong. Nothing will happen here."29 

The platoon had done its job and the helicopters were scheduled to 

arrive in 30 minutes. Then it happened with no advance '\varning. 
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At approximately 2:30 p.m. a machine-gun opened fire on the platoon. 

Two hundred Vietcong surrounded the small hill. Castan ·..;as shot in the 

arm, but he continued to help in anyway he could. ~1oments later he ~as 

dead along with 13 other members of the platoon. 

Sam Castan was young. He had just turned 31 on May 12. He had 

covered the Vietnam war for Look since 1963 and had been assigned to 

Cyprus and the Dominican Republic during periods of heavy fighting in 

those areas. 

After his death, his widow Mrs. Frances Caston wrote: 

Sam Castan saw men die suddenly and horribly many 
times before· this in Santo Domingo, on Cyprus and in 
Vietnam during previous trips there, the first of which 
won him the Sigma Delta Chi award for the best magazine 
reporting of 1964. Time and again he returned to the 
scene of battle and attempted to bring the realities of 
battle in the vain hope something could be done to avert 
its continuation. And Sam did not enjoy it. Too many 
nights he cried out in his sleep and too many times he 
told me tearfully of cradling dying soldiers in his arms .•• 

Too few correspondents have the courage to get out 
of Saigon to see what's really happening. His frequent 
excursions made Sam an educated guesser and a disill
usioned observer of one thing in the battlefield and 
another in the Saigon briefing rooms.30 

Covering what he called "the dirty little war in Vietnam" \vas a 

specialty, a way of life, and ultimately, a way of death for Castan. On 

one occasion, Castan's photographer came down with dengue fever, and he 

was left to do photographs as well as the writing. While handling this 

assignment on the U.S. Carrier Coral Sea off the Vietnam coast, one of 

the planes accidently ran over his foot and broke two toes. Telling no 

one about his injury, castan went off on a bombing raid. Later, he went 

off - injury still unattended - o~ a long jungle march with U.S. troops 

carrying nearly a 100 pounds of photographic gear while limping along on 



his broken toes. 

He lived with the soldiers both ~n combat and · h · ff d 
L ~n t e~r o·- uty 

hours and once wrote about them: 

_Ready for a raid, the pilots looked like young 
glad~ators. But when the raid was over, when they 
took off their uniforms and went to the debriefing 
room, they revealed their paunches and greying hair. 
Suddenly they looked more like mill-hands co~ing 
home from a day's grinding work. They feel a relative 
detachment about the war, mostly because they don't 
see the results of their bombing. They are real 
professionals. 31 
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William B. Arthur was Editor of Look at the time of Castan's death 

and delivered the eulogy at the funeral. He said: 

The last time I saw Sam, In New York in March, 
he was tremendously disturbed about the war he was covering. 
'It doesn't make sense,' he said, over and over again. 
He hated that war with a passion, but back he went "ith 
an inner compulsion to find truth, truth that others in 
the relative conforts of Saigon, had been unable to dis
cover. 

He asked large questions. He asked them cool, not 
with the brashness many journalists bring to their trade. 
He probed the thinking of others like a reporter. He 
lived with human conditions, with all of man's absurdities. 
And he labored hard to make sense out of them. 

Sam Castan, feisty, spunky, outspoken, participating 
in a 'teach-in' against war; losing his life in battle. 
Sam Castan, tender, compassionate, proud with photographs 
of his wife and daughter; speaking the language of 'gung-ho' 
pilots on missions of death. Sam Castan, living the life of 
a soldier, sharing their risks, their gripes, their meager 
pleasures, their pride, that others might know.32 
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Ronald D. G . . llagher (Free lance) 

Ronald D. Gallagher, a freelance photographer who worked for several 

Kansas and Missouri newspapers, was killed March 11, 1967 along with fou r 

U.S. soldiers on a combat operation with the U.S. 9th Infantry Division 

about 20 miles south of Saigon. It was never clear whether they were 

killed, as first reported by U.S. artillery which fell short33 or 

by Vietcong or friendly aircraft, as reported later.34 

Gallagher was born in Coffeyville, Kansas on July 29, 1939. He att en

ded Fort Scott high school and graduated from the University of Kansas 

School of Journalism in 1962, where he was managing editor of the Univer

sity Daily Kansan his senior year. 



170 

His trip to the Far East was the result of long months of planning 

and a longing to be where the significant happcnin~~ of the mid-1960's 

were. He went to the Topeka Capital-Journal, the Joplin (Missouri) 

Globe and the Fort Scott (Kansas) Tribune with his proposal to cover the 

Vietnam war. Full of enthusiasm and ideas, there ·was no stopping him as 

he set forth on every journalism student's dream: To becone a foreign 

correspondent.35 

Gallagher went to Vietnam in December of 1966, plannin~ to stay 

from six to eight months. One of the Americans Gallagher met in Vietnam 

was Air Force }1ajor Lewis E. Raines, Jr., also of Kansas and a military 

public information officer in Saigon. Raines wrote back to the Tribune 

about a get-together he had with Gallagher about a week before the photo-

grapher's death: 

Last Saturday Ron joined Captain Jack Leonard and me 
for breakfast. We talked about home, the war, the things 
men must do. He was dressed in his fatigues, cameras flung 
across his shoulders, and his jungle hat flipped carelessly 
on the floor beside him. 

Ron didn't cover the \var from his hotel room, he \·lent 
to the field to find out what the guys were doing. A young 
man with purpose, you'd better believe. l.Je all agreed that 
Ron was a special kind of fellow, dedicated to his work and 
much more mature than his young years would indicate.36 
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Philippa D. Schuyler U·lanchester (NH) Union Leader) 

Philippa Schuyler, 34, famed concert pianist, author and war corres

pondent' was to have ended her Vietnam assignment and flmvn back to the 

United States on May 6, 1967. However, she extended her stay to complete 

her mercy mission of ferrying homeless priests, nuns and children out of 

the city of Hue. Three days later she was killed in a helicopter crash, 

while taking some children from Hue to enroll in a school in Da Nang.37 

Miss Schuyler was the daughter of George and Josephine (Duke) 

Schuyler and had made her home with her parents in New York City. Her 

father was the former editor of the Pittsburg (PA) Courier and one of the 

leading Negro journalists in the United States. 

Philippa, proud of her people and her race, had crowded brilliant 

achievements into her brief lifetime. 

When she was 222 years old, Philippa could recite verses from "The 

Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam," spell and write rhinoceros and find the Hississ-

ippi River on the globe. 

At the age of 4 she was an accomplished pianist and toured as a 

child prodigy, and at 6 she played a program of her own compositions at 

the New York World's Fair before an audience of 70,000. 

She was graduated from grammar school at the age of 10 and then New 

York }fayor Fiorello LaGuardia, who was fond of dropping in on her to talk, 

suggested that she be given a tutor for her high school education since 

she would feel out of place among the older students. 38 

Almost from the beginning, Mrs. Schuyler kept a careful account of 

the stories and poems Philippa wrote and the words she invented. 
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The mother put all the th' d se 1ngs own in the form of letters to Philippa 

to be given to her for study when she became a young woman. The notes 

show that when Philippa vas tl1ree d ~ years an seven months old, her mother 

had \vr itt en : 

You are very interested to· know why some people are 
good and some bad. 11What do they do with bad people?" 
You ask. 

I s aid they p u t the.,, in j a i 1 . "Hh at i s a j a i 1 ? " You 
inquire. A .iail is a building full of little rooms with 
barred doors. "Vlhat do they do to bad people in jail?" I 
explained that they didn't have nice things to eat or ~ear.39 

Philippa Schuyler traveled \olidely in South American, Africa and 

Asia in her dual role as political reporter and concert pianist. She thou~ht 

nothing of taking off on a concert tour of sixty nations. She played on 

the finest concert stages in the world, but also on out-of-tune pianos 

in 110 degree temperatures, under thatched roofs and in quonset huts. 

Her first book about the Congo entitled Adventures in Black and 

White, predicted the bloody fighting in that African nation two years 

before the fighting began. 

On her first visit to Vietnam in 1966 at the invitation of then 

Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, she played for wounded soldiers at a hospital 

in Saigon and still found time to visit remote mountain hamlets. 

On her second and last trip to Vietnam, she performed at concerts in 

schools and hospitals as well as concert halls, in addition to writing 

her reports on the war. 

In one dispatch from Vietnam Miss Schuyler noted: 

Occasionally a child will flash a smile .. that 
lights up the whole world with a blaze of joy .• but 



there are few smiles on the adult's faces ••• Buddha's 
birthday will soon be here again and an anguished 
population passively awaits the tense and inevitable 
eruption.40 
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In the weeks prior to her death, Miss Schuyler had written home that 

she had succeeded in evacuating not only several scores of war orphans, 

but more than 70 Catholic priests and nuns. She also wrote proudly that 

the South Vietnamese foreign minister, when he learned of her work, had 

called her to his office and thanked her formally on behalf of his govern

ment.41 

Union Leader published William Loeb said Miss Schuyler was: 

A girl of great promise, one of the great newspaper 
girls of our day. She was absolutely fearless. Because 
of her color she could go where no other reporter could 
go. She would put on Vietnamese clothes and just dis
appear into the Vietnamese landscape. 

Her reports to me were the most authentic of any 
reports that I saw come out of Vietnam. All of us 
here at the pager are terribly grieved and shocked by 
this disaster. 2 
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Robert Ellison (Freelance) 

Few of the 50,000 white and black pilgrims who marched the Selma-to

Montgomery 54-mile route in 1965 would remember Robert Ellison. Except 

for cameras dangling around his neck Ellison then a 21-vear-old Florida 
. , -

State student looked more like a beatnik. His clothes were crumpled, 

partly because he slept in them. His hat was floppy. And his white skin 

was reddened and weatherbeaten from the alternating Alabama sun and rain. 

Three years later, Ellison still wanted to be where the action was 

and he was killed on March 6, 1968, the victim of the crash of a U.S. 

C-123 transport plane near Khe Sanh, South Vietnam. 

Ellison had flown into Kne Sanh, where U.S. Marines were surrounded 

by the Viet Cong. For three weeks he lived with them, photographing 

them in every detail •• even the struggle for survival during the mortar 

attacks. With a load of film he flew out of the base for a rest. His 

film later comprised a cover and a seven-page story for Ne\vSvJeek. Hhile 

friends tried to dissuade him, Ellison decided to return to Khe Sahn and 

it was on that return flight that Communist gunners shot down the plane 

and he was aboard. Forty-seven others died in that crash. 43 

Ellison had been in Vietnam since 1966. A native of Minneapolis, he 

had done work in the U~ited States for Ebony, Jet snd Newsweek. 

He had pestered Ebony managing editor for months· for the nchance to 

shoot pictures where the action is." He got that chance during the 1965 

march. The first night he went hungry because he was so busy taking 

pictures the food supply ran out before he got to the meal line. 
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Another night he slept on the hard floor in a dinky hotel \vith three 

other correspondents and said, "I like this vlOrk. 1 love this kind of 

action. I'll go anywhere. I just \vant the chance."44 

In a eulogy to E 11 is on, Ne\.;sweek wrote: 

Ellison was surprisingly experie~ced for a mnn so 
young. His photographs of racial violence in Selma 
appeared in magazines even before he left the University 
of Florida in 1966. 

Bob Ellison had the sixth sense of a 
grapher for the most telling picture. He 
fearless, but I never once heard him talk 
experiences. Bob let his pictures speak 

great photo
~;v-as absolutely 
about his Har {. 5 for themselves. r 



176 

Charles Eggleston ( United Press International) 

Charles Eggleston, the first Navy journalist to be decorated for 

action in Vietnam in 1965, returned three years later as a United Press 

International photographer and was killed May 6, 1968. 

Eggleston was shot in the head while taking pictures of street fight

ing in the "Plantation Road" area in northern Saigon where three other 

cameramen were wounded.46 

Eggleston, 23, was born in Gouverneur, New York in November 1944. 

He was graduated from Indian River Central High School in Philadelphia, 

New York and attended Auburn Community College. 

He enlisted in the Navy in 1963 and as a member of the Pacific fleet 

photo-journalism team, he participated in the first air strike operations 
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against North Vietnam in early 1965. During his tour of duty he receive~ 

12 8'\vards, including two Bronze Stars for valor, two Navy Commendation 

Medals and South Vietnam's Medal of Honor Third Class. 

Eggleston earlier had been luckier. During the Communist Tet 

Offensive in February, a rifle grenade blast knocked him unconscious. 

He awoke minutes later to find Vietcong soldiers swarming around hin. 

He feigned death and survived. 

In January 1966, Eggleston suffered a personal tragedy - the death 

of his South Vietnamese bride of one month. She was fatally injured 

when the motor bike she was riding on the street in Saigon was struck by 

a military vehicle.47 

In a message of condolence to the Eggleston family, Ells\vorth 

Bunker, then United States Ambassador to South Vietnam, said: 

War reporting has always been extraordinarily 
dangerous, especially for those newsmen who felt that 
in order to tell the story they needed a first-hand 
look at the action. 

Because there are no front-lines in Vietnam, 
because this is not a conventional war, the current 
conflict has been particularily dangerous for newsmen 
to cover. 48 
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Oliver E. Noor.an (Associated Press) 

Oliver E. ''Ollie" Noonan d1"ed at the age of 29 · · try1ng to commun1cate 

with the device he knew best, a camera. He died when a U.S. helicopter 

in which he was riding, crashed, killing seven others including a bat

talion commande~. 

Noonan sought to find the meaning in life and found death instead. 

He was riding in a helicopter on August 19, 1968, over the foothills 30 

miles south of Da Nang, when it was shot down at 2000 feet and crashed 

in flames.49 

Prior to joining the Associated Press, Noonan had worked for the 

Boston Herald-Traveler and later the Boston Globe, where he had photo-

graphed the usual gamut of fires and murders. 

Noonan's trip to Vietnam v1as his mm idea at hi.s own expense. He 

liked action and in a letter to Herald-Traveler reporter Tom Sewell he 

said of Saigon: 

The city seems to be in continuous motion until curfew 
time. The country side is a very beautiful except of course 
where they bombed the hell out of it.SO 

Noonan was buried on September 5, 1968 on Campobello Island off the 

easternmost tip of the United States. The villagers, many related to 

Noonan, heard Reverend Frederick A. Gadd say he was "not a soldier, but 

shared all the dangers of a soldier in his role as a ne\-lS photographer." 

The Reverend Emmanuel S. Hedgebeth in his eulogy said: 

He was a beautiful representative of the young 
generation. He had been called a restless person but 
his restlessness was the restlessness of youth and 
a youthful generation that has the vision and capacity 
to be dissatisfied with many things as they are. 



A generation horrified by tLe violence of man for man, 
and human greed. 

His death means that a nation has lost a pair of 
eyes that could see more than most and put it into 
a newsphoto for all to see.Sl 
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George Syvertsen (C.B.S.) 

The United States-South V1."etnamese d d war operation exten e into 

Cambodia on Hay 1, 1970, an action that claimed the first death of a 

broadcast correspondent, Columbia Broadcasting System's George Syvertsen. 

Syvertsen, 38 years old, was one of eight television newsmen who dis-

appeared south of Pnompenh. The eight men made up two television teams 

from N.B.C. and C.B.S. Syvertsen's clothes and a disfigured body were 

found on June 3. 

He was a native of New York City and began his career as a reporter 

for the Middletown (N.Y.) Times-Herald in 1957. He worked with the A.P. 

in New York in 1958-59 and was then assigned as a A.P. correspondent in 

Warsaw, Poland, 1960-62, and then to Moscow, 1962-65. 

He covered all of Eastern Europe during his six years in Communist 

cduntries, including 13 foreign trips by Nikita Khrushchev. He then 

worked with the Ne\v York Herald Tribune before joining C.B.S news. 

He arrived in Vietnam as a C.B.S. reporter in 1967 and covered the 

battle of Dak To. In 1968, he covered the Communist offensives in February 

and May and was named resident correspondent for C.B.S. news in Tokyo in 

October, 1968. 52 

Syvertsen spoke Russian and Polish, had a working knowledge of 

Spanish, French, and German and was studying Chinese with the aid of his 

wife, Gusta, a native of Poland and fluent in Chinese. 

A licensed private pilot of flying single-engine aircraft and gliders, 

Syvertsen was planning to learn to fly helicopters in which he spent a 

great deal of time in Vietnam. 
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Syvertsen was killed trying to get inforillation, as he noted in his 

last report to C.B.S., "that the Cambodian Army could not supply," so 

that the American people could know what was going on in Cambodia. 53 

Syvertsen and his C.B.S. team had left !:~1ompenh on Nay 31 and ·r~rc 

headed toward Takeo. A Cambodian driver of one of the other network cars 

said he had spotted the Mercedes-Benz used by CoB.S. by the side of the 

road and stopped to talk. Then there was a burst of small-arms fire 

and they found themselves surrounded by North Vietnamese and Vietcong 

troops. The driver said he never saw the newsmen again. The drivers 

were held in a hut until June 3, when Cambodian troops attacked and freed 

them. 54 
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Gerald Miller (C.B.S.) 

Gerald Miller, Columbia Broadcasting System correspondent, was the 

second C.B.S. network representative to lose his life in the war in 

Cambodia. Miller had been part of an eight-man network team which disap

peared on May 31, 1970 and his body was found lying face down in a rice 

paddy on June 12 near the ambush site where C.B.S. News correspondent 

George Syvertsen was found on June 3. 

Miller arrived in Cambodia in May, 1970 and in a report the day be-

for his death, he noted: 

One of the odd aspects of the war in Cambodia is the 
role being played by newsmen trying to learn where the 
Communist forces are and what they are doing. 

This is not like South Vietnam, with its wealth of 
supplies and information resources. The Cambodian Army has 
no intelligence service to speak of, and often has no idea 
of who is where. So newsmen find themselves out alone, 
driving down unknown roads and crossing rivers trying to 
discov·er what the Cambodian Army itself doesn 1 t know. In 
this confused and dangerous situation, 15 journalists 
have been captured so far.SS 

Miller and George Syvertsen began their journalism careers togeth-

er, as they ended them. They both started in 1957 at the Middletown 

(N.Y.) Times-Herald, went to the Associated Press a short time later and 

were reunited in ~1ay, 1970 as members of the C.B.S. News team covering 

the fighting in Cambodia. 

Miller, who was 42 years old, was a native of St. Louis. He was ed-

ucated at George Washington University and at the Sorbonne in Paris. He 

was fluent in French, German and Italian. He served in the Navy during 

World War II and in the Army during the Korean War. 

Miller was a newsman with the A.P. from 1957 to 1969, serving first 



in Buffalo and New York City and later in Italy, Yugoslavia, Greece, 

Turkey, Cyprus, Libya and Somalia. 

Richard S. Salant, president of C.B.S. News, said of the deaths: 

The sorrow felt by all of the men and women of CBS 
News cannot be adequately expressed to the families of these 
men. To Gerald Miller's wife, Penelope, and to his daughters, 
Holly and Feliciti - the loss is tragic and irreparable. 
Gerald Miller was a serious, talented, professional and 
dedicated journalist. Journalism is poorer for his loss. 
We will miss him very much.S6 
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Frank Frosch (Un Jt ed Press International) 

Frank Frosch, who had been the chief of the Pnompenh, Cambodia 

l l.'' u4 

bureau of the United Press International, was killed on October 28, 1970 

when his car was gunned down by Communist soldiers. Riding with Frosch 

was Japanese Pulitzer prize photographer Kyoichi Sawada who was also 

killed. 

They had left Pnompenh to check out reports of fighting in Chambak, 

about 24 miles south on Highway Number 2. vlhen they failed to return, 

U.P.I. sent out a search party which came across their bodies about 30 

feet from their Datsun. Both men had been shot repeatedly through the 

chest. There was no chance that they could have been mistaken for 



soldier because their car was bright blue and both men were wearing 

brightly colored civilian clothing.S7 
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Frosch, a native of Indianapolis who graduated from the Virginia 

Military Institute and earned a master's degree at the University of 

Georgia, joined the U.P.I. in 1969 and asked for an assignment to Vietnam. 

He had served there as a captain in the U.S. Army Intelligence Corps. 

His newspaper experience included a brief period as managing edi

tor of the '~eekly Eglethorpe Echo in Georgia and columnist for the 

Athens News. 
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Kent Potter (Uni ·. ed Press International) 

Kent Potter, photographer for United Press International, and three 

other cameramen became the last foreign correspondent victims of the 

long, drawn-out war in Southeast Asia. All four were killed on February 

19, 1971 when the Vietnamese helicopter in which they were riding crash

ed in the mountains of Laos. Other passengers included Larry Burrows of 

Life; Henri Huet of A.P., and Keisabura Shimamota, who was on assignment 

for Newsweek . 

Potter had been covering the Indochina war since 1969 and was 

appointed U.P.I. Newspictures manager for Vietnam in May, 1969, just as 

he turned 22. 



He was born in Philadelphia on May 4, 1947 and began working for 

the U.P.I. there in 1963, first as a motorcycle runner and later as a 

part-time photographer. 
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In 1967, Potter won three awards from the Pennsylvania Photographers 

Association in the spot news category for his photographs of a suspect 

in a bank robbery. The chase took the robber and policeman past the 

U.P.I. bureau windows and Potter ran out with his camera, braving gunfire 

to get his award-winning pictures. 58 
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Larry Burrows (Life Magazine) 

Larry Burrows, who became an international legend as much for his 

courage as for his photographic coverage for Life :~-~,:2zine, \vas one of 

fo~r photographers who was killed in the crash of a Vietnamese helicop-

ter on February 10, 1971 in Laos. 

Burrows, who was 44 ye&rs old, had covered the war in Southeast 

Asia for nine years as well as military activities in Iraq, Lebanon, 

Iran, Cyprus and the Congo. Yet, he did not want to be considered only 

as a war photograpl1er. He also covered bullfighting, a European barten-

ders' convention, Billy Graham's tour of England, the Brussels Fair and 

features on albino kangaroos, birds of paradise, the Taj Mahal and 

Angkor Wat in Cambodia. 

Once, his friend Edgar Needham asked Burrows to recall which exper-

ience he cherished most about his career and Burrows said: 

For me, there are moments which make my life an enjoy
able one and give me, I hope, greater depth, make me a 
greater person. When they say, 'What was the most fun 
you ever had on a story?' I think that was spending a 
month with Hemingway back in 1959 when I was covering 
Louis Miguel Dominguin and Ordonez. The were two young 
bullfighters, and they were having this "mana a mana," 
you know, a month going from one bullfight to another. 
It was facinating.59 

Burrows was born in London on May 29, 1926. He first joined Life 

in October, 1942, to work in the photo darkroom of the magazine's 

London office and he was soon taking photographs for Life's bureau there. 

In 1962, the year he went to Vietnam, his name appeared on Life's 

masthead. 

In 1967, Burrows was named magazine photographer of the year by the 



189 

University of Miss ·' s h · · · our1 s c ool Li Journal1sm for h1s war coverage as 

well as for feature photographs. He was twice awarded the Overseas 

Press Club's Robert Capa Award for "superlative photography."60 

Burrows was asked how he retained his humanity and avoided that 

cynicism which affects so many photographers covering a war. He explain-

ed: 

During the nine years I spent in Vietnam, there have 
been many moments when I've pointed a camera at human 
suffering. During "Yankee Papa 13," I spent whatever time 
was required, day after day, getting up at four or five 
o'clock in the morning, going out on those missions, stay
ing with the chaps. 

Burrows explained that he started thinking: 

What is it like, are they tired, what is their enthu
siasm, how do they feel, how closely are they related to 
the war at 2000 feet, until the point of coming in when 
they're down to five or 10 feet, landing on the deck and 
suddenly being peppered and craft destroyed, or whatever.61 

"Yankee Papa 13" was a 1965 feature story Burrows photographed about 

a single, bloody mission of a Marine helicopter. Burrows' pictures which 

appeared in the February 26, 1971 issue of Life, vividly show the heli-

copter crew-chief rescuing an unconscious pilot, the crew-chief attend-

ing a wounded crewman and the same individual weeping back at his home 

base in Da Nang. 62 

Many readers will also remember Burrows' feature on a young Vietna-

mese boy named Nguyen Lau, paralyzed from the waist down by a mortar 

fragment, and his bewildered homecoming after more than two years of med-

ical treatment in the United States. Another was Burrows' daring work 

in 1966, photographing the blank faces of men in shock, or dazed with 

exhaustion, during "Operation Prairie," south of the DHZ. Burrows had 

said, "You can't photograph bullets flying through the air, so it must 
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be the wounded or people running loaded ammunition and the expression on 

their faces."63 

Burrows never saw the results of his last photographs, which later 

appeared in a Life story entitled "A Frantic Night on the Edge of Laos." 

His writer-partner, John Saar, went back to Saigon to file the feature 

copy and Burrows stayed at the border, hoping for a chance to get into 

Laos. 

In that article, Saar spoke of Burrows' daring and high regard for 

human life. He said: 

Burrows is talking about film shipments. Two bangs 
snatch my attention - close, but safe. Then explosions are 
on us, in us, among us. The world is one terrible 
"kkerrussh" of sound and blast - and the brain lurches with 
the impact. Christ, I'm gling to roast to death. 

One man is moving - fast, decisive - toward the impact 
area: Larry Burrows. We run on and Burrows goes prone to 
frame the scene. We are the first ones here and the brain 
can't accept the visual evidence as real. People bleeding, 
tattered, broken people strewn everywhere by the steel 
cyclone. 

Again it is Burrows who gives me the lead. 'Come and 
help me bring that chap in,' he says. We bring in two 
more badly wounded and lay them at the edge of a bomb crater 
'~here a dressing station is hubbubbing into action.64 

On Wednesday, February 10, Burrows got his wish: a ride into Laos 

with a squadron of five South Vietnamese helicopters. Four of them lost 

their way in the jagged mountain ranges and wandered north. They came 

under heavy North Vietnamese antiaircraft fire. Two of the aircraft, in-

eluding the one carrying Burrows and the other photographers, were hit, 

went down and were seen to burn on impact. 

Ralph Graves, Life managing editor, said of Burrm~s: 

I do not think it is demeaning to any other photographer 
in the world for me to say that Larry Burrows was the single 



bravest and most dedicated war photographer I know of. He 
spent nine years covering the Vietnam war under conditions of 
incredible danger, not just at odd times, but over and over 
again. We kept thinking up other, safer stories for him to 
do, but he would do them and go back to the war. As he said, 
the war was his story, and he would see it through. His 
dream was to stay until he could photograph a Vietnam at 
peace.65 
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CHAPTER IX 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Summary 

It was the main purpose of this thesis to research and compile 

biographical information and to collectively pay tribute to the 57 

American war correspondents who gave their lives during World War II, 

Korea and in Southeast Asia. In addition, this study examined the role 

of the American war correspondent to determine how that role changed 

from Civil War days and through operations in Southeast Asia. 

The original list of correspondents who were killed or who died in 

overseas theaters was provided by the Department of Defense and coin

cides with the names inscribed on a memorial plaque in the Pentagon's 

War Correspondents' Corridor. 

This study was limited to only American civilian war correspondents, 

working for American media and who died in a foreign land. Press casual

ties not covered in this study are military journalists and photographers 

killed in action; former media members who were drafted or who volunteer

ed for active duty and were subsequently killed; American reporters 

affiliated with foreign press, and American reporters who had served 

overseas and died after their return to the United States. 

It was found that of the 57 who lost their lives, 55 were men and 

two were women. Thirty-nine were found to have been killed in action: 

23 while covering the ground forces, 11 were in aircraft shot down, four 

were killed aboard ships and one writer was executed. The other 18 died 
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at various \var fronts of accidental causes: 15 in <lircraft accidents, 

one fell from a train, one in a jeep that overturne:1 and the final 

casualty resulted from a heart attack. 

Forty-one of the war correspondents were primarily writers, while 

12 had been photographers, one artist and three had been in broadcasting. 

Their average age was 36 years and two months, with the oldest losing 

his life at 63 and the youngest was only 21. Where information could 

be found, it was determined that 15 -.;.;ere from the East, four from the 

South, 13 from the Midwest, three from the Southwest, ten fro~ the Far 

West and six were of foreign origin. 

In addition to some background information on America's involvement 

and reporting in wars prior to World War II, to the extent possible, in

formation was provided on early press casualties. Beginning with ~orld 

War II and through Southeast Asia, more detailed biographical information 

was provided on individual correspondent fatalities. 

It was interesting to note, in one respect, that the art of war 

correspondence did not change greatly from ·Gettysburg to Saigon. Un

like the historians who can wait, war correspondents, regardless of the 

war, had to tell their story under fire or immediately after the bullets 

or bombs stopped flying. The American public has never wanted to wait 

for an assessment of any war; they want the information from the battle

field at the time history is being made. 

In most other respects the profession of war correspondence changed 

considerably. During the Civil War, the newsman was pretty much on his 

own; to go where he desired and to gain a "scoop" if he was willing to 

brave the risks. This was a new era in journalism which saw more news

papers, higher circulation and the correspondents became the public's 
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only link with activities and about their loved ones on the battlefield. 

Generally, historians agree that the Civil War reporting on both 

sides left a lot to be desired, but they also recognize that the report

ers' views and accounts were all to often governed by the biases of 

their employers. Generals from the North and the South banished corres

pondents from camp at one time or another. Correspondents had no fix

ed position with the armies. They could be expelled, imprisoned or 

subjected to personal indignity at the whim of a commanding general. 

The Indian Wars in the 1860's and 1870's were reported by many news

men who shocked and thrilled readers with tales of scalpings, massacres 

and heroic deeds by American soldiers in remote Western outposts. 

Reporters found the days were long and hard; having to be soldiers first 

and correspondents when time permitted. Many rode horseback forty and 

fifty miles a day, going sometimes on half-rations, sleeping on the 

ground, and finally, fighting the Indians when the troubles began. 

The Spanish American War in 1898 was seized upon by the newspapers 

in the United States - particularly the so-called "yellow press." From 

a correspondent's point of view it was an ideal war to cover. It saw 

William Randolph Hearst's New York Journal and Joseph Pulitzer's World 

going to any expense to splash their war coverage across the front pages. 

To many of the reporters of the period, war was a spectacle and it 

was their job to get all possible drama out of it. According to Richard 

Harding Davis, they used "the same methods they had formerly employed in 

reporting a horse show or a fire." 

The early stages ~f World War I saw foreign correspondents very re

stricted in where they could go and what they could report. Their editors 
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had given them "carte blanche;" however, very few were permitted to visit 

the fighting fronts. 

The United States declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917 and 

American correspondents found conditions somewhat better while accredit

ed to the American Expeditionary Forces. ~1uch of the improvement was 

attributed to Frederick Palmer, former war reporter who later became the 

chief American Army censor with the rank of major. Although censorship 

rules remained strict, accredited newsmen were afforded visits to the 

front and many did, 1 i ving 'iJith the troops or in farmhouses and cellars. 

Then came World War II and what has been called the "best-covered'' 

war of all. Yet, with this massive coverage came a number of changes. 

Some functions once performed by the lone war correspondent were taken 

away from him and divided many ways. The official military communique 

was born and robbed the newsmen of much hope for a ''scoop." And, even 

when a reporter managed to gethis report home first, sometimes it was 

not printed if it disagreed with the official version. World War II also 

saw the corresoondents of individual newspapers, once the chief war ne,.,s . . 

gatherers, give way to representatives of other news media. By the 

beginning of the 20th century the press associations had challenged the 

supremacy of the dailies and by World War II they were supplying all but 

a small fraction of the news. 

During World War II some 1646 American nev1s correspondents were 

accredited to the U.S. War and Navy Departments. The Associated Press 

alone had 179 correspondents and photographers on various fronts. 

When the North Koreans crossed the 38th Parallel in 1950, t~e wire 

services and major newspapers rushed correspondents from the United 



States and from their Tokyo bureaus to Korea. Hany times reporters 

found themselves with page one material and no way to get their story 
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out. Going through Army channels took a great deal of time, so many re

porters tried to get a flight back·to Tokyo and filed from there. Cen-

sorship, particularly in the first months of the war also created bitter-
' 

ness between correspondents and military authorities. 

Reporting in Vietnam and Southeast Asia differed from previous wars. 

There were no large-scale engagements or significant battles such as 

those of Verdun in World War I, the Normandy Invasion and the Ardennes 

in World War II and the Chosin Reservoir in Korea. Vietnam was a jungle 

war fought most of the tin1e against an unseen enemy. There was no es-

tablished "front line," and correspondents in the field were closer to 

the action and to the troops then was generally the case in other wars. 

Conclusions 

When research began on this study it was envisioned that some 

ascertainable characteristics might be found, personal and professional, 

of the men and women who wore the title of war correspondent and gave 

their lives on foreign fronts. 

This framework then brought up several interesting questions which 

needed to be considered: Are these same war correspondents distinguish-

able from the general run of reporters from whose ranks they usually 

were drafted? Has the fact that their assignment has ordinarily been 

voluntary one meant that the men and women who died have certain quali

ties in common? Or did the nature of the work and conditions under which 

it was performed erase any common denominators? 
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For this study, it was fauna that despite the diverse demographic 

differences in the co d h rrespon ents, t ere were some things all of them 

had in common. Namely, all had volunteered for war zone assignments. 

In no case did an ed1"tor or manager state that a correspondent had been 

ordered to cover a war assignment. 

Additionally, it is clear from the literature that each was corres-

pendent who gave his or her life, had exhibited the highest amount of 

personal integrity and a great deal of courage. They all believed 

enough in the dignity of the individual man and his right to certain 

fundamentals of freedom so that they were willing to work, to fight and 

even to die for that faith. 

To what degree the adventurous and dangerous nature of the work was 

an appealing factor in attracting these men and women is difficult to 

say. Some went on record stating that they hated war and what it stood 

for while others never tried to hide the fact that war produced exactly 

the type of action and excitement that they were looking for. 

To many of the hardened professionals, some who had covered four, 

five or six wars, danger was merely an occupational hazard. Reporting 

wars had become a business to be regarded in much the same light as 

fighting them. To some of the younger ones, war reporting represented 

a stepping-stone; a kind of instant notoriety or perhaps a faster by-line 

than would have been possible covering the court house back in their 

home town. 
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