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'True West' showcases versatility of acto~s 
by Sara Kattawar/UD 

It is the story of two brothers and 
their quest to become somebody in a 
cruel, corrupted world. 

"True West," presented b y the 
Texas Tech Laboratory Theatre, 
touched the heartS of audience mem
bers as they watched the transfonna
tion of the brothers Austin, played by 
Kelly Russell, a theatre ans graduate 
student from Lubbock, and Lee, 
played by Miles Chick, a theatre ans 
graduate s tudent from Austin. 

The story revolves around the rela
tionship of the brothers, as Austin the 
down to earth screenplay writer trans
fonns into the rambling, free-riding 
character of his sibling Lee. 

Lee, who is older and lived most 
of his life in a desen, comes back into 
his brother's life after live years. He 
returns smelling of liquor and dream
ing about how life used to be. 

As Austin witnesses this, he begins 
to give into his brother's whims and 
eventually loses all touch with reality. 

Basically, as the story progresses, 
the audience begins to identify with 
the characters and soon sees their ani
malistic ways, still present in human 
beings. The concept of a win-lose situ
ation and how humans react when 
pushed over the edge is prevalent 
through the actors' talents. 

The entire cast of"True West," was 
composed of four actors. The minor 
characters, which appeared later in the 
production, were Saul, a Hollywood 
producer who ultimately decides the 
fate of the two brothers, played by Pat 
White, a theatre ans graduate student 
from Billings, Mont .. and Austin and 
Lee's mother, played by Margaret 
Hite. Each of the characters, through 
their acting abilities added spice to 
their individual pans. 

Russell conveyed Austin convinc
ingly, in a role which differs greatly 
from his previous role as Crensha~ in 
the University Theatre production of 
"Cabaret." The two roles, although 
opposites, showed Russell's wonder
ful ability to adapt to any role which 
he plays and convey his feelings to the 
audience so it can identify with the 
character's feelings. 

His counterpan, Lee, is a complex 

'True West' 
Starring: Miles Chick 

Pat Wbite, Kelly Russell 
Margaret Hite 

The UD Rating: 

***** 
character to ponray, especially in the 
scenes involving the splattering of a 
typewriter, the guzzling of many dif
ferent types of alcohols and looking 
like a run-down bum. His role in "True 
West" added comic relief to a serious 
problem that often occurs between sib
lings, competition. 

Although the lab theatre is fairly 
small, the use of the stage area for 
props was outstanding. The whole 

play takes place in a kitchen which 
contains a working stove for cooking, 
a refrigerator filled with beer and a 
coffee pot to keep the brothers awake 
during their long hours of trying to 
compromise with writing a screenplay. 

This play definitely contains impor
tant life lessons. Through this produc
tion, the audience learns about human 
nature and how life can sometimes 
seem like a dream and returns to real
ity in the blink of an eye. 

Overall, this was a wonderful pro
duction which the actors can take pride 
in their perfonnances. Their hard work 
and interpretations of their pans were 
easy to understand. The audience 
never was left hanging. 

The play was upbeat and passed 
quickly leaving the audience in awe 
of the realities of how real life works. 

No other actors could have done a 
better job in the pans. 
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