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Lab Theatre delves into comedy 
by Seltadlan Kltchen/UD 

The humorinAmericacan best 
be seen through the eyes of some
one on the oytside looking in. 

Playwright Steve Tesich, a Yu
goslavian playwright, employed 
this theory when writing "Division 
Street." T he comedy, whic h 
opened Monday night at the Texas 
Tech University Theatre in the 
Laboratory Theatre, allows Tesich 
to look at America from a differ
ent view than those who have be- . 
come accustomed to the country. 

Today, people no longer con
sider themselves "Americans," but 
categorize themselves by race, sex 
or sexual preference, said Norman 
Grueneich, director of "Division 
Street" and an MFA acting/direct
ing candidate from Houston. 

"In the ' 60s, people seemed to 
join together and stand up for the 
issues they believed in," Grueneich 
said. 

I: 

"We are now so con..:emed with 
categorizing o urselves, we have 
lost sight of the real issues." 

The play, wriuenin 1980, views 
many of the changes America went 
through during two generations. 
The story focuses on a man, Chris, 
who is attempting lo make his life 
better after being rebellious in the . 
'60s. 

Heck no, we won't go: Texas Tech students Brian 
Cooke, an MFA acting/directing candidate from Walnut 
Springs, and Becca Fields, a junior theatre arts major from 

Carrie Splnar/ UD 

Sonora, discuss theirchamcters"lives in the '60s. TI1ey 
perform throughout the week in Texas Tech University 
Lab Theatre's production or '"Division Strccl."" 

''The main character was a radi
"caJ in the '60s,'' said Ryan Palmer, 
a sophomore theatre arts major 
from Southlake. "He then goes to 
Chicago to start his life over." 

Chris and his friends were po
litical protesters in the '60s, and 

he wanted to get away from that and Chris goes o utside to throw up. he is 
start a new life. recognized from the '60s by a ncws

"He was trying to start his life paper photographer." 
over," Palmer said. "He was basically . The photographer takes a picture 
in search of the American dream."" of Chris, and it is sent to all the area 

Palmer play.~ Yovan, the owner of 
a restaumnl in Chicago - the New 
World Bar and Grill. 

"Chris cats in my restaurant and 
becomes sick.'" Palmer said. "When 

newspapers. 
All of Chris' old friends see him 

in the paper and begin to resurface. 
'The play is about his struggle for 

identity in the '80s as opposed to the 

'60s," Palmer said. 
1ickcls co~! $J for Tech stu-

· dents, $4 for senior citi1.ens and 
children and $6 for adults. The 
tickets can be purchased at the 
University Theatre 1icket Office. 

The play begins at 8 p.m. to
day through Saturday. The Sun
day performance of "Division 
Street" will he a matinee at2 p.m. 

'Division Street' delivers comedy, yuppies, orgasms 
lty Mega• Clarlc/UD 

Forget the 1980s.lt's not a decade 
of greed an"d self-absorbed material 
consciousness. Well, not if it's seen 
through the eyes of the activist, 
former hippie characters in "Division 
Street." 

In a decade where most people 
were willing to put up their peace 
signs, posters and political move
ments, the eight characters in "Divi
sion Street," now staged at the Texas 
Tech Lab Theatre through Sunday. 
want to give peace a chance in spite 
of opposition from their reluctant 
former protest leader. 

A Polish black woman, Serbian 
restauranteur, psycho friend and 
transsexual, among other characters, 
drag Chris (Brian Keith Cooke) away 
from his reality and back into the past 

he no longer wants to be a part of. 
Chris wants the job, the car, the apart
ment and all of the other luxuries that 
were the pipe dreams of most yuppies 
in the '80s. His friends want their 
leader back - the man who led the 
fight against government and intoler
ance in 1960s Chicago. 

Pratfalls, mistaken identities, dia
logue based on well-known song lyr
ics, a lengthy monologue about fe
male orgasms and much discussion 
abo ut politically correct societies en
sue. At some points, it is almost over
whelming. But it 's a ll part o f the 
script, and the actors do as much us 
they can to make aut hor S teve 
Tesich's play real. 

What "Division Street" focuses on 
is time and how people change or do 
not change with it. In any other set-

ting, the subject would be heavy, but 
the humorous approach Tesich takes 
to serious issues makes the I wo hours 
spent watching these eight characters 
interact worthwhile. 

However, what makes this staging 
so appealing are the characters, and,. 
subsequently, the actors involved. It 
is an odd ensemble, but e iTcctivc. 

The issues dealt with are, again, 
too much, at some points in the play. 
But Scoll E. Tipton (Roger), Ryan 
Arion Palmcr(Yov~n) and Orlando H. 
Flores (Belly) take it upon themselves 
to lighten up the script and enlighten 

the audience through their interpre
tations of their characters. A five
minute monologue about orgasms 
may sound risky. but Tipton should 
be commended for displaying his 
frustration with sexual satisfaction. 

II seems with all of the issues dis
cussed in "Division Street" it would 
he tli lliculltnlindjukcs to share with 
the audience, but Director Nonnan 
Grueneich and his cast obviously hit 
the mark wiJh Tcsich"s scrip!. Every 
~lap in lhc..· rate. sexual innuendo and 
pratfall were mel with a laugh on 
opcni~g night Monday. 
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The Lab Theatre 
presents 

DIVISION STREET 
by Steve Tesich 

Directed by Norman Grueneich 

Scenery Design by Joe Pew 

Costume Design by Allen Partridge 

Lighting Design by Todd Proffitt 

Sound Design by 
Norman Grueneich & Todd Proffitt 

Division Street is produced by special arrangement with Samuel 
French, Inc." Those Were the Days" \Wrds and music by Gene 
Raskin. TRO Copyright 1962 and 1968 Essex Music, Inc., N.Y., 

N.Y. USED BY PERMISSION 

The taking of photographs, with or without flash, and the 
use of video or audio recording equipment is a violation of 
copyright law and is strictly prohibited. Food and dink are not 
allowed in the theatre or the lobby. Smoking is prohibited anywhere in 
the building. Latt><Omers will be seated by the ushers at the first 
appropriate intezval Wring the play. For the enjoyment of all patrons, if 
you have a paging 00\tice, please tum it off or leave it, along with yoW" 
seat number, with the House Manager, who will locate you with your 
message. Please tum off wristwatch alarms and cellular telephones. 



Cast 
(in order of appearance) 

Chris ..................... ... .................. . ·.Brian Keith. Cooke 
Mrs. Bruchinski.. ......... · ............. ~ .. ... ~landra Simpson 
Yovan ............................ ~ ............. Ryan .Arion Palmer 
Betty ............................................. Orlando R. Flores 
l'la<ljCl .•.•..•.. •• ••. ••.•. .••.•.....•........•.......... Jr.l~i<li Jr.l~r~ro"~ 
Ro~er ................................................ Scott E. Tipton 

Dia.nah ............................................•...... Becca Fields 
Sal ................................................... Todd F. Tidwell 

Time: 1980 late spring 

Place: Chicago 

Act I 
Chris' apartment 

The street outside of th.e apartment . 

***There will be One Ten-Minute Intermission*** 

Act II 
The street outside of th.e apartment 

Chris' apartment 

Special Thanks To ... 
Rachel Greene 

Nada & Grant Grueneich 
Southwestern Bell 

Borden, Inc. 



Season Tickets for the 1997-1998 
Mainstage theatre season will go on 
sale at the end of April! Don't miss 

your opportunity to join the T. T. U. T. 
family and attend these great shows ... 

GUYS & DOLLS 
Music and Lyrics by Frank Loesser 

October 16-19 & 23-26 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
By Charles Dickens 

November 28-30 & December 1-7 

VINEGAR TOM 
By Caryl Churchill 

February 5-8 & 12-15 

GISELLE 
By Adolphe Charles Adam 

March 5-8 

TWELFTH NIGHT 
By William Shakespeare 

April 16-20 & 23-26 

Call the University Theatre Box Office 
for details at 742-3603 



Survev of Universitv Lab Theater Patrons "Division Street" 

This survey is being conducted as part of an architecture graduate thesis on acoustics in theatres. 
Your participation is greatly appreciated. Please complete both sides and hand in as you leave. 

1. What was your general impression (enjoyment) ofthe production tonight? 
A. very poor B. poor C. average D. good E. very good 

2. Generally where are you seated in the theater for this performance (facing the stage)? 
A. left side B. middle C. right side 

3. How well could you clearly understand what was being said on stage during the production? 
A. not very well B. some actors well, others not so well C. all very well 

4. If you had any difficulty understanding what was being said on stage, it was primarily the 
result of which of the following? 

A. actors not projecting voice B. audience noise C. room qualities D. no difficulty 

5. How did you consider the projection of the actors voices to be during the performance? 
A. very poor B. poor C. average D. good E. very good 

(continued on back) 



6. How did you consider the projection and balance of sound/music (audio other than voice) to 
be during the performance? 

A. very poor B. poor C. average D. good E. very good 

7. Did you notice any echo or reverberation of sound in the theater during the production? 
A. none B. some C. a lot 

8. In general the volume/sound level (both music and voice) of the production tonight was? 
A. too loud B. just right C. not loud enough D. varied throughout 

9. How would you describe the general acoustic performance of this theater tonight? 
A. very poor B. poor C. average D. good E. very good 

10. How would you rate the quality of this theatre as a performance space in relation to other 
theatres you have been to? 

A. very poor B. poor C. average D. good E. very good 

· What makes this theatre good or bad in your opinion? . 



Technical Crews 

Stage Manager ....................................... Ryan Ingrim 
Scenery & Props Crew ..................... Jill Leven, Casey 

McKelvey, Donica Nice, 
Amy Osmulsk:i, Megan Schlueter 

Lighting Crew ....................... Callie Moore, Pat White 
Soood Crew .................. ............ ............ . Beth Blemker 
Costume Crew .................... Denise Fleming, Jim Jose, 

Theresa Leckbee, Julie Mitchell 
House Manager ......................•............. Cody Whatcott 
House Crew .................... Evin Eubanks, Leslie Walton 

Notes 

The world premiere of Division Street was at the Mark 
Taper Forum in Los Angeles, California on May 22, 1980. 
The following quotes are excerpts from the critical reviews 
about Division Street's opening night. 

" Tesich offers a paean to the U.S. by glorifying the dreams of the 
turbulent, radical 1960s and offering a bright and boisterous 
greeting to the 1980s while accepting without analysis what 
happened during the 1970s .. .'Street' is modem farce in the truest 
sense of the word. Tesich's characters are outrageous and anything 
is likely to happen to them .. .'Street' is laughter that never lets 
down ." 

-Edwa. (Yariety,23 May, 1980) 

"Tesich has a fine ear for comic dialogue ... he balances his brash 
but good-natured wit with just the right amount of hopeful 
Americanism." 

-David L. Robb (The Hollyoood Reporter, 23 May, 1980) 

" .. .it's Abbott and Costello time-zany, harmless, affectionate about 
its people." 

-nut Sullivan (Los An~eles Times, 23 May, 1980) 



Who's Who in Division Street 

Brian Keith Cooke (Chris Adrian)- is an acting/directing 
M.F.A. candidate from Walnut Springs, Texas. He received his 
B.F.A. in Theatre from Tarleton State University. He has 
appeared most recently in the University Theatre as Michael 
Rowen in The Kentucky Cycle, and as the Customs 
Inspector/Ensemble member in Cabaret. He also was seen as 
Kroon in the Lubbock Summer Rep production of Sophocles' 
Antigone. 

• Becca Fields (Dianah)- is a B.F.A. major in acting/directing 
from Sonora, Texas. Her previous roles include Mrs. Sullen in 
The Beaux Strategem and Mother Metz in the Lab's production of 
Red Noses. · 

Orlando R. Flores•(Betty)- is a B.A. theatre major from 
Uvalde, Texas. He .is a transfer student from Southwest Texas 
Junior College where he played Danny in Greare and Sir Galent 
Di1limma in The Tale of the Wije of Bath. Orlando plans to 
graduate in December and will continue to work in the 
entertainment department at Walt Disney World. 

Norman Grueneich (Director)- is an M.F.A. acting/directing 
candidate from Houston. He earned a B.F.A. in Theatre from 
Tarleton State University. He most recently appeared in the 
University Theatre as Max in Cabaret and Michael 
Rowen/Franklin Biggs in The Kentucky Cycle. 

Heidi Hargrove (Nadja)- comes to Texas Tech from Midland 
College. This is her first semester at Tech where she is pursuing 
her B.F.A. in theatre. Heidi's future plans include becoming a 
professional performer. 

Ryan Ingrim • (Stage Manager)- is a senior B.F.A. major from 
Grand Saline, Texas. He was last seen on the mainstage in the 
productions of A Christmas Carol and Cabaret. This is Ryan's 
debut production as a stage manager. 

Ryan Arion Palmer (Yovan)- is a sophomore B.F.A. 
acting/directing major from Southlake, Texas. He was last seen in 
A Christmas Carol on the mainstage and in Red Noses on the Lab 
stage; 



Allen Partridge (Costume Designer)- holds a Bachelor's 
degree in Mass Communications from Briar Cliff College, an 
M.A. from Southwest Texas State University, and is in his last 
semester of coursework toward his Ph.D. in Fine Arts at Texas 
Tech. He has designed sets, lights, and costumes for amateur, 
professional, and educational theatres throughout the United 
States. Next year, Allen will join Texas Tech alumna, Dr. 
Katherine Potts, on the faculty at Graceland College. 

Joe Pew (Scenic Designer)- is performing the duties of 
Technical Director for his second year: He received his B.F.A. 
from Tech. After graduation he worked on numerous 
productions in all entertainment media. Some of his past work 
includes Planet Hollywood, Miller Genuine Draft, and Of Thee I 
Sing. Joe was the scene designer for the 1996 Lubbock 
Summer Rep production of Sophocles' Antigone. 

Todd Proffitt (Lighting Designer)- is an M.F.A. theatre design 
major from Richmond, Missouri. He comes to Tech from 
Central Missouri State University where he recieved his 
Bachelor's degree in Theatre Arts. Todd has worked for the 
DesMoines Metro Opera and Wildwood Center for the 
Performing Arts. His previous work includes Technical 
Directing and Light Designing for Central Missouri Repertory 
and stage managing Red Noses last semester for the Lab Theatre. 

Selandra :Simpson (Mrs. Bruchinski)- is a spanish major and 
theatre minor from Wichita, Kansas. She was previously seen 
this semester as Lucky in the Lab's production of W tiling for 
Godot. 

Todd F. Tidwell (Sal)- is a freshman theatre arts major from 
Lubbock, Texas. This is his debut performance at Texas Tech. 
Todd would like to thank his family and, friends for their constant 
support. 

Scott E. Tipton (Roger)- is currently a junior B.F.A. 
acting/directing major from Katy, Texas. He has previously been 
seen in the productions of Red Noses and A Man for All 
Seasons. Scott hopes to pursue a directing career and attend an 
arts administration graduate program. 

*member-Alpha Psi Omega, National Honorary V~eatre Fraternity 
**member-U.S.l T. T., United States Institute for Theatre Technology 



I· Mainstage Theatre Season I 

THE IMAGINARY INVALID 
BY MOLIERE 

APRIL 17-20 & 24-27 
TRANSLATED AND DIRECfED BY JONATHAN MARKS 

I Lubbock Summer Rep I 
A GIRL'S GUIDE TO CHAOS 

BY CYNTHIA HEMEI> 

JUNE 13, 17, 21, 25, 29 & JULY 3 
DIRECTED BY DEBORAH G. MARTIN 

.RECKLESS 
·· BY CRAIG LUCAS . 

JUNE 16, 20, 24, '28 .& JULY 2 & 6 
DIRECfED BY CHARLIE HUKllL 

LONE STAR & LAUNDRY AND BOURBON 
BY JAMES McLURE 

JUNE 15, 19, 23, 27 & JULY 1 & 5 
DIRECfED BY STEPHEN PARRISH 

DOMINO COURTS & COMANCHE CAFE 
BY WILLIAM HAUPTMAN 

JUNE 14, 18, 22, 26, 30 & JULY 4 
DIRECfED BY BRIAN COOKE 

For Ticket Information Call The University 
Theatre Box Office at (806)742-3603 

Monday-Saturday 12 noon-5:30 p.m. 
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