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a note • • • 
There will be no intermission during this performance. The taking 

of photographs, with or without a flash, and the use of video or 
audio recording equipment are a 

violation of copyright law and are strictly prohibited. Food and 
drink are not allowed in the lab theatre or lobby. Smoking is pro

hibited throughout the building . Late-comers will be seated by 
ushers at the first 

approp.riate time. Please turn off all pagers and cell phones. Turn 
your memories over. Chew. Swallow. Eat. 



- Ellie and the Bear Man 
November 6 - 12, 2000 
By Michael Moore 
Set in Sweetwater, Texas, this romantic comedy is about overcoming all those 
things in life that stand in our way. 

- Woyzeck 
February 5 - II , 200 I 
By Georg BUchner 
Based on a real medical and murder case, Woyzeck continues to intrigue theatre 
lovers for its powerful depiction of human nature and its sophisticated artistry in 
blending different dramatic styles. Gennan playwright BUchner in this his first 
modem drama investigates the universal issue of whether man is a product of his 
social environment or free will. 

• The Fourth Annual Raider Red's 
One-Act Play Spectacular 
March 26 - April I, 200 I 
Designed as a forum to help develop new works, the festival enables audiences to 
see fully-produced, original works by budding playwrights. All one-act plays are 
written, directed, designed, produced, and performed by university students. 



IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE LAB THEATRE SEASONI 

ENJOY THREE LAB SHOWS FOR ONLY $181 
(Single tickets $8 each) 

Number of subscriptions __ x $18 = $ __ _ 

Reserve Lab Theatre tickets for: 
0 Monday 0 Tuesday 0 Wednesday 0 Thursday 0 Friday 0 Saturday 0 Sunday 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY/ZIP: 

PHONE: 

DCheck. payable to TIUT OCharge, VIsa, Discover or MasterCard 

CARD NO. ------------- EXP. __ 
SIGNATURE 

To order Lab Season tlcket(s): 

CALL (806) 742-3603 

or. . . MAIL this form to: Texas Tech University, Department of Theatre 
and Dance, Box 42061, Lubbock. Texas 79409 Attn: Box Office 

or. .. FAX this form to: (806) 742-1338 

or . . . DELIVER this form to the Maedgen Theatre's box office (on 18th 

between Boston and Flint). 



director N01.'ES 
Eugene lonesco often claimed that Victims of Duty was his favorite 
among his many plays. Perhaps it is his most autobiographical. Per
haps it is because it was his first play to be more than "Absurdist." 
That is, it is cerebral, self-reflective, and even Naturalistic on occa
sion. Even if his specific reasoning eludes us, one can easily see why 
Victims of Duty is one of the classics of the twentieth-century the
atre, though it is sometimes overshadowed by lonesco's more popu
lar works such as The Chairs or The Bald Prima Donna. 

I think the play presents a masterful assemblage of styles and themes. 
We are to hear comments on theatre, Socialism, Freudian psychol
ogy, domesticity, familial miscommunications, Zen, nostalgia, cos
mic entropy, random violence, and race relations. However, lonesco 
has melded all of these facets into a compact work which is cohesive 
though not even lucid. 

Like many works by lonesco, Victims of Duty is a study in contradic
tion. This is even explained to us by several characters as we watch. 
The point to these contradictions is a matter of being human. We 
are greeted with a chaotic world where, despite what religion and 
science might suggest, things don't always follow a pattern. When 
we find contradiction, it is our nature to make sense of it in our minds, 
even if our conclusions aren't true. We can fight it, flee from it, or 
negotiate things. We can detach, even. But who is to say that there 
is any such thing as "character" or "truth"? Each of our ideas on 
these matters is merely a guess. We observe contradiction and try 
to make connections. lonesco was fascinated by the process here. 
And he trusts us, as interpreters, to fill in the gaps. 

special thanks 
to Vintage Rose for assistance with costumes 

to Mr. & Mrs. Edwards for assistance 
throughout the production 



drama t urg NO'I'ES 
Eugene lonesco was born in Slatina, Romania, on Novem

ber 16,1909. He died in Paris on March 28,1994. Between those 
two dates, lonesco wrote 28 plays (among them The Bald So
prano, The Chairs, and Rhinoceros), along with a novel, short 
stories, dramatic theory, memoirs, and fairy tales for children. 
He wrote Victims of Duty in 1953. Victims of Duty is a wonder
ful example of lonesco's trademark "anti-play" and Theatre of 
the Absurd (though lonesco never liked that term, preferring 
Theatre of Derision). 

In his early 2o's, lonesco wrote about his reasons for want
ing to be a writer: "To allow others to share in the astonish
ment of being, the dazzlement of existence, and to shout to 
God and other human beings our anguish; letting it be known 
that we were there." 

No one can claim that lonesco wasn't among us. 

glosSary 
Absurdism • A term coined by Martin Esslin. 

antagonism • When opposition is natural. 
Antoine, Andre (1858-1943) • Naturalistic director. 

Bourget, Paul (1852-1935) • French novelist. 
calvados • Apple brandy. Made from cider. 

concierge • Apartment manager. 
lonesco, Eugene (1909-1994) • Author of Hell of a Mess. 

kurogo • "man in black" • A convention of l<abuki. 
Lupasco, Stephane (1900-1988) Romanian philosopher. 

Naturalism • A little too natural, but not really. 
onerical • To be surrealistic. 

"own back" • To only concern yourself with yourself. 
Pataphysics • Science of necessary delusion. 

Surrealism • Onerical in nature. 
tao • the chaotic nature of things. 

water • A sound to make you want the w.c. 
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Ellie and the Bear Man 
by Michael Moore 

Nov. 6-12, 2000 

Woyzeck 
by Georg BUchner 

Feb. 5-11, 2000 

The Fourth Annual 
Raider Red's 

One-Act Play Spectacular 
Mar. 26-Apr. 1, 2001 
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0 A Funny Thing Happened on 
~ the Way to the Forum 
0 book by Bert Shevelove 
0 and Larry Gelbart 
0 Lyrics and Music by Stephen 
rl Sondheim 

Oct. 13-15 & 20-22, 2000 

You Can't Take It With You 
by Moss Hart and 

GeorgeS. l<aufman 
Feb. 5-11, 2000 

After the Fall 
by Arthur Miller 

Feb. 16-18 & 23-25, 2001 

The Day Room 
by Don Del illo 

Apr. 6-8 & 13-15, 2001 
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Texas Tech students become 'Victims of Duty' 

The detective, played by Robby Burt (left), along w ith Madel 
(Lisa Comer) discard Choubert, portrayed by Geoffrey Howard 
(center}, in the Texas Tech lab production of "Victims of Duty." 
Public showing of the play began Oct. 2 and will continue to run 
through Oct. 8. The curtain g oes up at 8 p.m. 

Test tube babies created to save sister 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -In the first 

known case of its kind, a couple had 
several embryos created in a lab and 
selected one to produce a child that 
was free o ra genetic d isease and ab le 
to provide a trans plant to save the 
life of h is 6-year-old sister. 

Last week, doctors at the Univer
s i ty o f Minnesota infused blood 
from the umbilical cord of 5-week
old Adam Nas h into his sister, Molly, 
to try to fight Fanconi anemia, a rare 

genetic disease that could kill her 
because she cannot crea te her own 
bone marrow. 

Doct o rs s hould know w i thin 
abou t a week if stem cells contained 
in Adam's cord blood a re helping 
Molly develop healthy marrow cells. 

It is widely considered eth ical to 
screen cmuryos for genet ic d iseas es 
because it is best for the child , sa id 
Jeff Kahn, direc tor o f the university's 
Center fo r Biocthics. 
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Despite cast's efforts, script writer's complicated message, 
unorthodox style distracts from theatre production 

By Cory Chandler 
Stall Writer 

N ervous laughter occasionally 
d is ru p tt•d the u ncomfort· 
aulc silence of the ;oudicnce 

as Tcx:~s Tech sr udents were intro
dun·d tu the tht·atre of the bizarre. 

C ranli iH' t l w i lh S lll n·.1l in1,1g t '" 

l'OII IIIHIIIiCOJICd through c.: h ar.H.: tcrS 

that 111\Hl \lgc to l>e as enllcilrin~ ns 
they arc revolting. "Victims of Duty" 
atlt'llllliS to conve y l'Oillplicatt•d 
messages without the use of a con
ventional plot struc ture. 

Written by Romanian author and 
pla)~'Tight Eugene lonesco. "Victims 
of Dury" revolves around a husuand 
and wife who arc visi ted bv a mvsteri 
ous detective. p layed by R·ou by. Burt. 

This detective soon reveals that 
he is looki ng for a man named 
Mallot and soon fo rces the husband. 
Ch oubert, played uy Geoffrey 
Howard , to go through an introspec
tive jo urney when Chou bert reveals 
that he knows Mallot but cannot re 
m ember how. 

The play centers around this in
ner voyage . as Choube rt 's wife 
Madeleine, played by Lisa Comer, 
and the detective attempt to guide 
him through the depth s o f his 
m emory in an attempt to find the 
elusive Mallot. 

Without using the tradi tional fo r-

mat of a play. "Victims" instead rc· 
lies on symbolism a nd subconscious 
imagery to convey lonesco's mes
sages. Termed as an anti-play. "Vic
ti ms" continuall y atte mpts to break 
out or the tratlitional rnoltls of the 
theat re uy co n trad icting itself and 
rcfusin(: to con form to the typical 
gt·n rl's anti plot :-. II UCt\lll'S used in 
mos t plays. 

R(lVi(lW 

The co mplicnted messages in 
"Victims" arc hard to grasp. even to 
those involved with the p lay. 

"We arc all trying to find the Cliff's 
Notes on this (play)," said Howard. 
who has been acting since the age 15. 

Howard said this was his most 
difficult role because of the non-lin
ear format and unrelated d ialogue. 

Tiffany Howard. a master of fi ne 
art acting and directing student. said 
everyone comes away with a differ
e nt impression of the play. 

"The thing about (absurd ism) is 
that no bo d y comes away with the 
same message." she said. 

Matt Hood. a s op homore me
chanical engineering majorfrom Mid
land. said he thought he got part of the 
play but felt confused once it ended. 

"It was kind of a blu r," he said. "I 

BARGAIN DAY 
ON SUNDAY, 

. f>·October a: 7000 :,~< : 
-- -;·~. >· 1-4PM .· . •:--·· 

got some o f it because I read the pro
gram before the play. but it seemed 
like everyone up there was o n crack." 

"Victi ms of Duty" will uc per· 

forme d fn the Texas Tech University 
Lab Theatre through Sunday. 

For more information, contact 
the Tech Theatre at 7-12-3603. 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 5 ---- ~·- - - -- -- - - ------- -.= --- ~-~r=------

KJTV $ 1Af KTXT KCBD KLBK KUPT KAMC 
CHAN (:} ID m En ro g) 

AF"Fil PBS NBC CBS UPN ABC FOX 
CITY Lubbock Lubbock Lubbock Lubbock Lubbock Lubbock 

7 .~ Bloomllfflj IOC>y Shoo ..... 8. l"Jh<yt• Good otcoptlond _ j 
BodrEir< S.b<ino ........ PaidPtoQr.m 

8:00 B><oty h•~ Show Ptpptr Ann Alntnc.J Gr'! lblhis 
·;,) TelthtOu Rtcru -

9:00 Cadk>u lod.lySh<>o S..lly.Jtny Nanny livr WIRegis Df. Lwra 
:» s. ..... A.ll)h.lt l c ....... . 

10 '~ Sltrtt MartN Pucris Glacrlfifr Vitw DiVOf'Ct Ct. 
Mr. AOO«s 51"'"' A;g/>1 LN'g SM!t Oi~tCl 

11 ;~ Dn90nblt• """"' Young & lhr Rdilah w ......... Jot -
Al1hur WiM~ms Atsllt U Pori Chartts JoeBfoo.wn 

1 2 ;~ Old Houst ...... ...... Jt<ry AI My PIAnOt'l'ltf 
N. Katztn DmoiO.r 8tautilul So<inot< Children MlllsUnt 

1 :00 ~~· 
livts ..... JtMJ JOnn Ontlilt 10 .... \loCk 

:30 PJSSIOI'IS Wot1dlums '"' 2:00 Zoboomotoo c:g Strtti SmMt General 

=109''"' ::.l Clltord Hlwyd Sqwn Paid PI'OQf'atn ...... ~ But 

3:00 Arthur Rosit Maur, Powch Ctuttru HoaSfCatts ~=,. .:.l W1shbont O'Oonntl ........ Hoastcalls 

4 '00 Zoom Oor>/1 For- 71h Ku vtn Tt M'nllh X·Utn 
:JO A. A.ainbow Wll'ltrtJ CBS N""'s F,;rv ft ud P.R. 

5:00 ~;~'''" 
..... MASH PtopOt's ..... S.brina 

::.l Bu. HBC Hews CBSN.-.s COIIII ABC Htws Is ........ , 

6 :00 .......... .... J_.tr Judgt Judy . .... Sl>"l Ciy 
::.l E111a ..... IJWQ.Jud, Wlfor1unt FrHitf 

7'00 Lil'tot Fritnds 'PG .II Houts WWF MillioNift Bmbal: 
::.l Birds Smar:- P~yoiiJ 

8:00 Vlu Yico Vkt v~• 
::.l Pruicl~l._ Prtsidtnl._ Pruidtf'll;. Pruidfnlj. 

9:00 ~Dtbllt .. Otbalt MOt~tt ~ a!Otb.Mt 
::.l 

10 :~ ltiglllly B•~ ..... . ..... Atrn&I'Tnal :;:, ... ..... 
11""'111 Shoo O.avid Cops 

11 : 
ltlltrrNn ~~:., ~:~ ... cr ... ., 

Conao CralQ Coadl 

12 :~ 
O'Bntn Kilborn ET. :~~·~., 

..... 
Uttf'_ _Stlftftld Ani TV 



"""'""'"· ,. ,"l .al "''"""'Y'"'"'bl~ .-t .. 
..J•·~uptlo'f'! , ,.- vfli•c-tt lty .afiUI..atklfl. 
Lo1"'"'"'-lo.'f'l'-'""'f"'"ltUt!or'lh,.v.,IN 
tljjhl tu!oot Nih~ A,.. '"J'"'""'~ ~;oth'" 
.. , n ,..~tw~,,..OII• pl>tolk"!l.n AW 
)n"'" II~,._.,...., fl. I Yil't1fk.&""'" 

cot.!'""""· lhc- o1VIh<>t~ til 11'1.• ... 
M.•lo<elt\Jfo" r "'t>llorAI" '"' '"UIN 
,....,r;.,t r-.. ,"""'f'r~N'h>"I..JI"t" 
A • ~r'I~Tih.Y11).J .. ,Of\blfl lo...,_lh 

,wo-.J . ........ ~ . ... ,.. .......... 'I(\'"'""" 
~""'"''Y"""'~'t 

- ~- ......,.._ 
The University Daily 

Letters to the Editor . 

What the media 
.isses 

To the editor: For those of you who 
will be voting for the next U.S. 
president and know little about the 
current campaign financing, here are 
a few things you should know. BOTH 
major parties outspent the previous 
elections long ago. This money for 
the most part is coming from large 
corporate lobbying groups, which 
o ften spend the same amount for 
both candidates. 

Do you think these mega·corpora·
tions (many of which wouldn't 
hesitate to cut insurance or retire
ment benefits for employees) · 
genuinely care who becomes the next 
president of the U.S.? They are 
merely making an investment, which 
will offer them a huge return in the 
form of legislation. There are many 
examples of what their investment 
has returned them, such as the 
pharmaceutical industry (the largest 
of donors) getting patents extended 
on drugs (netting them billions of 
dollars from consumers), farm 
subsidies (costing taxpayers), and the 
acceptance of mega-mergers, which 
should be a violation of anti-trust 
laws. I am not anti-business in the 
least; it is the executives of corpora
tions who hate competition. They are 
paying for legislation, which allows 

•

em to receive large tax breaks (so 
u and I will pick up the tab), and 
II allow them to retain an unfair 

advantage over the competition (so 
prices for you and I will go up). None 
ol these issues are discussed in the 
media because they also have too 
much to gain from the current 
political climate. 

The issues discussed in the media 
arc primarily about social issues, 
which cause passionate debates 
among voters and keep them focused 
on the differences between the two 
parties. These social concerns rarely 
are solved and are of no interest to 
most of the contributors. Meanwhile, 
in the background, laws are being 
passed, which end up costing the 
majority of Americans billions of 
dollars (and you thought taxes were 
high). I was compelled to write this 
letter because I am disgusted in our 
current 'democracy'. 

I was brought up to believe tha t 
our system of government was sacred 
and the envy of the world, and now I 
am disillusioned. Ileal leaders who 
stand up to this corruption will not 
make it to major elections, like Sen. 
John McCain, because they will not 
receive the financial backing of the 
'th•n' n :1rt i ,..<: "" \\'nr.fi, r vnf~"r 

• 

Reviewer confused 
To the editor: I am writing in re· 
sponse to whnt I r.Jccrn is a poor 
review ofTexas Tech University 
Theatre's production of "Victi ms of 
Dury." The reviewer s tated, "students 
were introduced to the theatre of the 
bizarre." I feel that the review s tems 
from a m isunders tanding of 
/\bsurdist then Ire. Please let me 
clarify. A reasonable definition of 
Absurdism theatre is theatre that 
creates "the sense of metaphysical 
anguish at the absurdity of the 
human condition". (M artin Esslin, 
The Theatre of the Absurd, 196 I.) The 
reviewer states that the message of 
the play is hard to grasp. which is 
typical of all of lonesco's work. Every 
playgoer has the ability to receive 
something different from the 
experience. The challenge to under
s tand the play, not just pan it. must 
come from with in each person in the 
audience. Art can exist without 
unders tanding and frequently does 
exist without approval. Bravo to a 
cast. crew and director who tackled a 
brilliantly tough script. Thanks for 
exposing Tech to the possibili ty of 
learning something about them
selves through theatre. 

,. • 11 . 1 . 

Eric Skiles 
gmtluace scudenc 

tlwacrc and dance 
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their dreams as well as an unborn 
child? In closing, my experience of 
wo rking at a daycare center has 
shown me that each and every ch ild 
is a blessing in their own way. 

Joe Briccen 
senior 

multidisciplinary studies 

Futures not ruined 
by kids 
To the editor: This is in response to 
Amy Curry's article on abortion (U 0, 
Oct. 3). I am sure Curry's article was 
40 percent opinion and 60 percent 
response seeking, but she led her 
readers astray. There is another 
option you failed to mention
adoption. There are thousands of 
couples not able to have children, 
who would graciously take on the 
res ponsibility that some ladies are 
not willing to accept. 

Let's face it, the No. I reason most 
women have abortions is because 
they don't want to endure the shame 
and consequences that go along with 
having sex. Anyone who takes a 
biology course knows that even 
contraceptives are not 100 percent 
effective, and the only way not to get 
pregnant is to not have sex. 

If you are going to have sex, then 
he prepared for the consequences 
that can come with it (like STDs, 
inrPnse emot ion' ~nrl nrc>P.n~nr·vl. 

for sure, that road is a long one to be 
traveling solo. God bless all associated 
with this issue. 

Alicia Evans 
senior 

biology 

Tramps defended 
To the editor: I am saddened by the 
fact that Saddle Tramps are again the 
target of unfair criticism; however, I 
do appreciate Mr. Formby's positive 
comments toward Saddle Tramps. I 
will only challenge the issue he raised 
regarding Jonathan Harrison's 
interview of Matt Muench. 

First, could you please tell me the 
difference b etween Mr. Harrison using 
his show to defend Saddle Tramps as 
opposed to the use given by Mr. 
Muench on his column to criticize 
such an organization? If you would 
care to listen to Jock Talk on a more 
regular basis, you would grasp that it 
is a show with a broad range of topics 
regarding athletics at Texas Tech. 

Second, the "stupid, mindless 
questions that had li ttle or nothing to 
do with sports" are simply a fun part 
of the show. These questions are asked 
to all of Harrison's guests. I know they 
are not as serious or professional as 
The UDscolumns that maintain the 
student body so well and objectively 
informed, but hey, live a little. I wrote 
th is not because I consider Jonathan 
Hnrri~nn n friP.ncl liu'r ~s Rrandon 
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