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INTRODUCTION 

A Texas Panhandle rancher's pickup bounces down the 

hill toward his house, and he steers the vehicle into the 

driveway. It took him longer than usual to throw hay out 

to the cattle, and he is late for the noon meal. He steps 

out, closes the door and takes the front porch steps two 

at a time. It is almost 12:30. He has a reason other 

than hunger for hurrying. 

Taking his hat off as he walks into the house, he 

says to his wife, "Honey, is the radio on? It's time for 

Wes Izzard. " 

Wesley Sherman Izzard, the Panhandle's reassuring 

radio voice during the Depression and World War II years, 

was known from Dimmitt to Dalhart, from Paducah to 

Perryton and beyond as a result of his twice daily 

newscasts on KGNC-AM radio in Amarillo. 

He was equally renown for his daily column in the 

Amarillo Daily News, "From A to Izzard," which attracted 

newspaper readers in the region for almost three decades. 

He was familiar to people in an area about 250 miles from 

east to west and 250 miles from north to south, with 

Amarillo in the center. (See Photograph 1, p~e xii.) 

Many residents who knew him for his radio news and 

his newspaper commentary may not have been aware that his 
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almost 60-year career in Amarillo also included the duties 

of editor and publisher of the Amarillo newspaper and 

management of the KGNC radio and television stations. 

Izzard moved to Amarillo in 1924 to work for the new 

Am~rillo~lobe newspaper and became editor and publisher 

of its sister publication, the Am~rillQ_~~il~-N~~§, in 

1952, when he already was well-known as a columnist and 

radio newsman. He remained editor-in-chief of the morning 

Q~il~-M~~~ until his death in 1983 at age 83. 1 

Years after his death, longtime Panhandle residents 

still spoke fondly of Wes Izzard, remembering his radio 

voice as one that inspired trust and his newspaper columns 

as required reading. According to the Amarillo Globe-News, 

he gave the first professional radio newscast in Amarillo 

in 1928 and became a spokesman for Amarillo and the 

region. 2 He is credited with having presented 12,500 

editions of his 12:30 p.m. newscast and 7,800 editions of 

2AmarillQ_Da~-~~§ and Am~~illQ_~lobe-Times (combined 
edition), Jan. 1, 1975, p. 8-A. Following a transaction 
on Dec. 2, 1951, Amarillo's daily newspapers, all under 
the same ownership were the morning Amarillo Dai~_N~~§, 
the afternoon Amarillo Globe-Times, and the Amarillo 
Sunday News-Globe. The company name was the Globe-News 
Publishing Company. Although none of the newspapers 
carried the name, Globe-N~ws, that is the term commonly 
used by the company and by city residents to refer to the 
company and to its newspapers collectively. The term 
~lQQ~=Ne~~ will be used here unless the reference is to 
one of the specific newspapers. 
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his 5:45 p.m. radio analysis, which in 1991 still were 

believed to hold the first- and second-place records for 

most consecutive newscasts in America. 3 

Izzard was closely associated with the newspaper 

company's KGNC-TV, the first television station to hit the 

airwaves in Amarillo, although he did not extend his 

participation to on-air television. His son Bob Izzard, 

however, is credited with presenting the first television 

newscast in Amarillo on KGNC-TV in 1953. 4 Wes Izzard was 

involved in management of both the radio and television 

stations until they were sold in 1965.s 

The newspaper column, "From A to Izzard, " began in 

1949 as a series of reports from a trip to Europe. The 

column appeared at the upper left corner of the front page 

of the morning newspaper and, combined with his radio 

exposure, made Izzard a popular sage among Panhandle 

residents. His obituary stated that "From A to Izzard·· 

was "as much a part of Panhandle area residents' morning 

ritual as their first cup of coffee. "" 

3 Bob Watson, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

4 Bob Izzard, private interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

sAmarillQ_~~ilY_N~~~ and Am~rillQ_~lQQ~=Time~, Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 1-A. 
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Izzard's voice, literally on radio and figuratively 

in the newspaper, was heard beyond the borders of the 

Texas Panhandle. His son Bob said Amarillo Globe-News 

publisher Gene Howe wanted a term in the early 1950's that 

would describe the newspaper's circulation area, which 

extended from Liberal, Kansas, to Lubbock, Texas, and from 

Sayre, Oklahoma, to Santa Rosa, New Mexico, more than 

62,000 square miles. Bob Izzard coined the term "Golden 

Spread, " and his father was a spokesman for that entire 

region. The radio station's signal covered roughly the 

same area. 7 

Thomas Thompson, editor of the Amarillo afternoon 

newspaper for much of the time that Izzard was editor of 

the morning paper owned by the same company, eulogized 

Izzard by saying, "I don't know anybody who made more of 

an impression with his radio broadcasts. He would have 

done well in a town of a million people. You couldn't top 

him in analysis of world news. S.B. Whittenburg, 

longtime co-owner of the Amarillo newspapers, said at the 

time of Izzard's death, "'The people of Amarillo always 

took pride in Wes Izzard as a leading spokesman for their 

city. "e Izzard's popularity also was evident in the 

7 Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

8AID~~illQ_~~il~_Ng~§. Aug. 8, 1983, p. 1-A. 
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constant demand for his services in speaking engagements 

across the Panhandle. 

The purpose of this master's thesis is to trace the 

progression of events in Wes Izzard's journalistic life 

and how his career paralleled several decades of growth 

and change on the Golden Spread. In addition to Izzard's 

contribution in chronicling his times, his active 

involvement in the community and region indicates that he 

had a significant impact on the life of Amarillo and 

Panhandle residents. 

Izzard was one of the last of a breed of "personal 

journalists" who interjected their personalities into the 

pages of daily newspapers. His influence and popularity 

were multiplied by the fact that he also was a well-known 

radio newscaster. 

Personal journalism had begun in the mid-1800's with 

such nationally known editors as Horace Greeley of the New 

York Tribune, Joseph Medill of the Chicago Tribune, and 

Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer dominated urban 

journalism in the first half of the twentieth century, 10 

9 Edwin Emery, T~~~~-and_Am~riQa: __ An_lnt~~r~tative 
Hi~tor~_Qf_JQ~rnalism (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice
Hall, Inc. , 1962), pp. 225-235. 

10Emery, pp. 422-426. 
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and at the same time, editors such as William Allen White 

of the ~IDEQ~i~~~~gttg and E.W. Howe of the ~tQhi§Qn_~lQQg 

injected their personalities into smaller Kansas 

newspapers. 11 

Personal journalism virtually disappeared with the 

advent of newspaper chains and the plethora of public 

personalities in other modern media. A few weekly 

newspaper editors, such as Ben Ezzell in Canadian, Texas, 

and Ernest Joiner in Crosbyton, Texas, continued with 

strong personalities in their small communities into the 

last quarter of the twentieth century. 

But during Izzard's career, personal journalism 

dominated West Texas. Gene Howe, son of E.W. Howe and 

founder of the Amarillo newspapers, was well known for his 

afternoon column, "The Tactless Texan," from the 1920's to 

the 1950's. Thomas Thompson inherited Howe's space and 

wrote his column, "Turnstile," as well as running the 

afternoon paper. To the south, Charles A. Guy was the 

spokesman for Lubbock and its region through the LubboQk 

Avalanche-Journal and his column, "The Plainsman. " 

Books and studies have been written on the careers of 

all three of those newspapermen, and it is hoped that this 

11 Emery, pp. 503-504. 
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thesis will help fill a gap in the history of West Texas 

journal ism. 
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Photograph 1. Wes Izzard, 
Ron Marlow, Amarillo Globe-News, 
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CHAPTER I 

EARLY LIFE AND BEGINNING OF CAREER 

Twenty-three-year-old Wesley Sherman Izzard was a 

stranger to Amarillo, Texas, when he arrived in the spring 

of 1924 to work at the new bm~rillQ_QlQQ~ newspaper. 

Having been hired away from his position in charge of the 

copy desk at the Kansas Ci~Journ~l by GlQbe publisher 

Gene Howe, Izzard had left his familiar Midwestern roots 

for a young cowtown in the Texas Panhandle. 

The young University of Illinois graduate came to 

Texas with his wife of two years, Helen, and his son Bob, 

nine months old. He set about becoming acquainted with 

this city of about 18,000 people1 on the plains, and by the 

time the friendship had ended, his name was almost 

synonymous with Amarillo and the region, known as the 

Golden Spread. 

Izzard was mild-mannered, congenial, and methodical. 

From the beginning of his 59 years in Amarillo, he used 

his sharp intellect to practice precise, thorough 

journalism, and he became acquainted with Amarillo and 

Panhandle people, from congressmen to preachers to 

cafeteria clerks. But for all the popularity he gained 

1 bm~rillQ_~~i~-N~~~ and bm~rillQ_~lQQ~=Tim~~. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 1-A. 

1 



through radio newscasts and newspaper columns, he remained 

a private man. His acquaintances rarely became close 

friends. 2 His intimacy was with his city, with his region, 

and with the collective listeners and readers who felt 

they knew him personally through his radio voice, his 

"'From A To Izzard" columns, and his countless speaking 

engagements across the region he came to love. 

Izzard was born April 17, 1900, in Chicago, the 

oldest of the four children of Arthur J. and Cora Sherman 

Izzard. His family moved a short distance to Waukegan, 

Illinois, which later became a Chicago suburb. When Wes 

was seven years old, the Izzards moved to Kansas City, and 

the family eventually settled in nearby Independence, 

Missouri. He received his diploma at Northeast High 

School, where he and another well-known newsman, John 

Cameron Swayze, were classmates. 3 

Arthur Izzard, a native of Port Elgin, Ontario, had 

been a telegraph operator as a young man but built a 

career as a stock and grain broker. As a boy, his son Wes 

saw the hectic pace of business at the grain pit. In 

Kansas City, the elder Izzard was manager of Harris, 

Winthrop and Co. and later a broker for H.O. Peet and Co. 

2 Murl McCasland, private interview, July 11, 1990. 

3 Bob Izzard, private interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 
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He was director of the Chicago Board of Trade for many 

years. • 

Tht=> Canadian heritage of Arthur Izzard included a 

respect for British gentility and learning. Wes Izzard 

cultivated a love for reading the classics and became a 

proficient musician on the piano and the violin.~ 

Wes's patriotic bent already was evident when he left 

high school. With World War I raging, he joined the 

nearest Army unit and underwent training in the Kansas 

City National Guard for about six months. He qualified 

for Officer Candidate School in 1918, but the war ended, 

also effectively ending Wes Izzard's military career. 6 

Because it was too late to register for college, Wes 

obtained a cub reporter's job with the Kansas Ci~_JQ~rnal 

at age 19, beginning his long association with newspapers. 

In the fall of 1919, he. enrolled at the University of 

Illinois in Urbana, Illinois, where his major was English. 

He continued to work in the newsroom of the Kansas Cit~ 

Journal during the summers of his college years and a]so 

April 9, 1957. 

6 Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

3 



e;1rned money playing the piano part-time in the pit. of the 

Orpheum Theater. 7 

While at the university, Izzard met Helen Easterday 

at a music store where she was an employee. They were 

married on February 3, 1922, during his junior year. 

Shortly after Wes's graduation, on July 18, 1923, the 

couple's son Bob Izzard was born in an apartment on the 

Illinois campus. 8 

After graduation, Wes Izzard took a full-time job at 

the K~nsas_Qi~_Jo~rnal, and at age 23 he became night 

city editor. " The bright young man had an early start on a 

journalism career and certainly had his "'foot in the door" 

at the Journal. But in 1924, Gene Howe changed his life 

by bringing him to Texas. 

Howe, the 38-year-old publisher of the Atchison Globe 

in Kansas, had owned a majority of that paper since he W8S 

25 years old. 10 He was the son of E. W. Howe, longtime 

editor and publisher of the Atchi~Qn GlQbe who was known 

throughout the nation as "the sage of Potato Hill." The 

7AmarillQ_~~ilx_N~~ and Am~~illQ_~Q~=Tim~~' Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 

8 Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

'6marillQ_DailY_Ne~s and 6marillo_GlQb~=Times, Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 

10Etta Lynch, The_TaQtless_I~xan~_BiQg~a£h~_Qf_Gen~_tlQ~~ 
{Canyon, Texas: Staked Plains Press Inc., 1979), p. 33. 
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elder Howe was known for short tidbits of wisdom and was 

widely quoted in many publications. He rivaled William 

small-town editor in America. "u E.W. Howe also was known 

as a staunch atheist and a pessimist and was outspoken em 

many social issues. 

Gene Howe had entered the newspaper business under 

his famous father's guidance, but their relationship was 

strained. In the October 25, 1941, issue of Th~-~~t~~g~~ 

~vening_Eost, Gene Howe wrote an article that the Post 

editors headlined, "My Father Was The Most Wretchedly 

Unhappy Man I Ever Knew. "12 

By the mid-1920s, however, Gene Howe had made his own 

name 1n the newspaper business. His operation of the 

Atchison Glob~ had been successful, and he looked for 

further challenges. He visited Amarillo, Texas, to 

explore the feasibility of a new publication there to 

challenge two newspapers already in operation, the n~il~ 

News and the PQst. Howe found several young Kansas 

businessmen to invest in the venture. On February 20, 

11Lyncb, p. 13. 

120lasky, Marvin, ErQdig~l_Er~~~~-Th~_Anti=Qhri~tian_~ja~ 
Qf_th~_Am~riQ~-N~~~-Medi~ (Westchester, Ill.: Crossway 
Rooks, 1988), p. 49. 
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1924, the first edition of the 6m~~illQ_~lQQ~ was 

published. The paper was named after the 8t£hison_~lQQ~. ~~ 

After a few weeks, Howe began a daily column that w~s 

the first of three widely popular personal columns by West 

Texas newspapermen. "The Tactless Texan," written by Howe 

under the pseudonym, "Old Tack," was a success from its 

beginning in 1924 until Howe's death in 1952. It would 

become a direct influence on Izzard's own column. 

Almost simultaneously in Lubbock, Texas, Charles A. 

Guy was beginning his column, "The Plainsman, " in the 

~ubbock Avalanche-Journal. Guy arrived in Lubbock in 

January 1924, a few weeks before Izzard moved to 

Amarillo. 1
• His column's life extended from 1927 to 1972, 

the longest run in Texas and possibly the nation. HI In 

many ways, Guy was to become the South Plains counterpart 

to the roles filled in the Texas Panhandle by Gene Howe 

and, later, Wes Izzard. 

The third daily newspaper column in West Texas to 

gain widespread popularity, and the last stage on which 

the comedy and drama of personal journalism would unfold 

13Clara Hammond, ed., 6marillQ (Amarillo, Texas: George 
Autry, Printer, 1971), p. 290. 

14Freda McVay, "Charles A. Guy: The Paradoxical Plainsman" 
(Master's thesis, Texas Tech University, 1979), p. 17. 

1:~McVay, p. 107. 
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from day to day, was Izzard's "From A to Izzard," whjc~h 

began in 1949 and ended in 1977. Although Howe, the 

promoter, Guy, the town-builder, and Izzard, the 

consummate journalist and optimist, had distinctly 

different personalities, they were the last in West Texas 

of a. breed of daily newspapermen who injected their 

personal thoughts and styles into the pages of their 

papers and whose names, to their readers, were synonymous 

with the names of their newspapers. 

Izzard's association with Amarillo began when he and 

Eddie Bowen, the Kansas City Journal telegraph editor who 

lived in the same apartment building as Izzard, saw an 

item in the newspaper. Years later, Izzard wrote: "It 

said simply that Gene Howe of Atchison, Kan., planned to 

start an afternoon paper in a place called Amarillo, 

T "lb ex. 

The two young newspapermen called Howe, and by 

coincidence, he said he would be changing trains in Kansas 

City the next night on his way to Chicago. I~zard and 

Bowen met him at the train station. 

They talked to Howe for about five minutes, also 

meeting N.D. Bartlett, who later would be the oil editor 

of the Amarillo newspaper. Izzard recalled that he did 

16.6llif!I:illQ_l2§.il:z_H~~~' June 26, 1952, p. 1-A. 
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not expect to hear from Howe again, but 10 days later Howe 

called asking for one of the young men to come to Amarillo 

February 1, 1924, and the other a month later. Izzard 

said he "matched with Eddie" and that Bowen won the right 

to go to Texas first. Izzard followed on March 1, 1924. 17 

Neither Bowen nor Izzard had heard of Amarillo, 

Texas, until they saw Howe's notice in the newspaper. 18 

Bowen disliked Texas and returned to the ~aQ~as Cit~ 

JQI,!rn~l, but Izzard began a long career, "learning the 

newspaper business from Gene Howe. "1" 

Just as the oil boom helped Howe's newspaper grow, 

Izzard's arrival in Amarillo came at an opportune time. 

Certainly West Texas was ripe for growth in the 1920's. 

As Charles A. Guy had arrived in Lubbock from Oklahoma in 

1924 not expecting to stay but remaining for a lifetime,~ 

so Izzard found opportunity in Amarillo .. 

Bob Izzard said his father had two questions for Gene 

Howe when Howe offered him a job in the Texas Panhandle. 

One, did the Santa Fe railroad pass through Amarillo? 

Izzard wanted to be able to travel easily back to Kansas 

1'Wes Izzard, interview with David Nail, June 25, 1971, 
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University. 

18Wes Izzard interview, June 25, 1971. 

196m~ril1Q_l2.ai~_lie~~' June 26, 1952, p. 1-A. 

~McVay, p. 17. 
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City. And two, could he commit himself to only one year 

in this young Texas town? "That was the longest durn year 

I ever spent in my life," he told his son decades later. 

AL a dinner on January 2, 1975, at Amarillo Country 

Club, marking Izzard's 50th year at the Amarillo 

nRwspaper, he recalled another quirk of fate: 

··Just think, I might have gone to 
Brownsville," Izzard said, when called upon to 
speak. "At the time I came here I had an offer 
also from the paper at Brownsville. They 
offered me a little more money but Brownsville 
was a lot farther from Kansas City so I came to 
Amarillo. I just had the horrible thought 
during dinner, with all of you gathered here, 
that I could have gone to Brownsville. 

"I've never been to Brownsville, yet," he 
added. 21 

Izzard followed in Howe's tradition of unabashed 

boosterism for Amarillo and the surrounding region. Howe, 

described as Amarillo's "self-appointed cheerleader during 

the Depression, "22 took every opportunity to promote his 

city and region, and when Izzard began his own column 

after World War II, he continued that outlook. 

Soon after he began work at the afternoon Amarillo 

Globe as a sports writer, Izzard met football coach Murl 

McCasland, who would remain a friend and golf partner the 

21 Amarillo Dai~-M~~§., Jan. 3, 1975, p. 1-A. 

22B. Byron Price and Frederick W. Rathjen, Th~-~Qlden 
~r~~d~ _ _An_lllM§.~r~teq_tli§.tor~_Qf_~marillQ_anq_~h~-I~~~~ 
P~nh~ndl~ (Northridge, Calif.: Windsor Publications, 
Inc., 1986), p. 100. 
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rest of Izzard's life. McCasland recalled that he struck 

up a conversation with Izzard on the sidewalk at Fourth 

Avenue and Taylor Street, where the ~loQ~ was located. 

The two men were about the same age and both were 

interested in sports. McCasland said Izzard was a private 

man and did not develop close friendships with anyone but 

that McCasland may have been the closest acquaintance 

Izzard had. 23 

The Depression of the 1930's did not hinder the 

positive attitudes of Howe and Izzard. In the dark days 

of occasional sandstorms, Izzard recalled newly installed 

traffic signals, hung on wires across the streets, 

swinging in the wind with their dim red and green lights 

glowing through the dust.~ But Howe remained optimistic 

about the weather and the region, as Izzard would in his 

own column in later decades. 

While Howe was keeping up the spirits of readers 

during the Depression with his column, he also provided 

direct help with the newspaper's soup kitchens. Izzard 

said reporter Louise Evans was in charge of the soup 

kitchens, set up in vacant buildings. 

~McCasland interview, July 11, 1990. 

~wes Izzard interview, June 25, 1971. 
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advertised for donations of food and invited people to 

come in and eat. :!ll 

Izzard said the newspaper staff experienced some 

salary cuts during the Depression. He said he and the 

o~her employees accepted it with little complaint when 

general manager Wilbur Hawk told the staff their pay would 

be cut. Izzard, his wife, and two children rented a 

five-room brick house near 10th Avenue and Bowie Street 

for $40 a month. He said they were able to live in a nice 

house for low rent because it was owned by Dennis Hall, a 

former newspaper columnist. Izzard said such provision 

was common in Amarillo during the Depression, when people 

helped each other through the hard times.u 

Bill Cox, a reporter and columnist for both the 

Amarillo Times and the Am~rillo Globe-N~~~ at various 

times from 1943 to 1991, said he began work as a cub 

reporter under Izzard in 1943. Cox said, "As a kid, and 

all my life, I had heard of Wes Izzard. He was on the 

radio all the time with his noon news broadcast." Cox 

said his first impression of Izzard was a good one, 

calling him "dapper, suave, and down-to-earth.·· "He 

didn't have the usual Texas accent," Cox said. 

~wes .Izzard interview, June 25, 1971. 

uwes Izzard interview, June 25, 1971. 

11 
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hAd become a very dyed-in-the-wool Texan. He adopted, 

especially, the Panhandle as his home. "27 

Cox said his first work experience with I~z~rd, then 

editor of the Am~rillQ_~~ilY_~~~~' was in covering a 

murder in the city. With a short staff because of World 

War II, sportswriter Putt Powell drove Cox to the scene of 

a shooting in 1943 at the Double Dip at 14th Avenue and 

Polk Street, a popular gathering place for Amarillo High 

School students. 

Grocer O.M. Redding, owner of the Live and Let Live 

markets, had fatally shot his wife. The inexperienced 

Cox, distracted by the dead woman's daughter screaming, 

called in the story to Izzard. He said Izzard's 

professionalism was obvious as the editor wrote a solid 

news story from the information Cox gave him. Cox said he 

was "scared to death" but that Izzard he.lped him through 

the assignment with encouragement on the telephone.~ 

Cox said it was clear that Izzard was one of Howe's 

proteges, and McCasland also said Howe was a mentor for 

Izzard. McCasland said, "Gene Howe promoted Wes. Gene 

treated him like a son. Wes was a young man, and Gene 

vBill Cox, private interview, July 31, 1990. 

~cox interview, July 31, 1990. 

12 



brought him here to promote him in the newspaper 

business. ":zor 

S.B. Whittenburg, whose bm~rillQ_Time~ for many years 

competed with the ~lQP~ before the two newspapers merged, 

was well-acquainted with Howe and Izzard as a competitor 

and then as a colleague. Whittenburg and other members of 

his family eventually owned both the morning AmarillQ 

Daily News and afternoon bmarillQ_~lo~e-Tim~~. He said 

Howe filled the role of "somebody to look after" Wes 

Jzzard.~ Lawrence Hagy, an oil and gas entrepreneur who 

came to Amarillo in 1923 and who later would take Izzard 

on a European trip, said, "Wes grew up with that 

newspaper. "31 

Indeed, Izzard held most of the positions at the 

newspaper during the 1920's and 1930's. He spent time as 

sports editor, entertainment writer, wir.e editor, business 

reporter, police reporter, and as city editor, among other 

positions.~ Early in his Amarillo career, when Howe 

wanted to emphasize business coverage, Izzard walked up 

and down Polk Street, Amarillo's main downtown 

~McCasland interview, July 11, 1990. 

~s.B. Whittenburg, telephone interview, July 31, 1990. 

31 Lawrence Hagy, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

32AmarillQ_D~il~-N~~~ and AmarillQ_~lQb~=Iim~~' Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 
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~horoughfare, meeting the business people and writing 

feature stories about them. That experience gave him good 

relationships from the beginning with some of the city's 

most influential people.~ 

l7.7.ard impressed many people with his efficient 

manner and his ability to make stories interesting, 

whatever the subject matter. Putt Powell, who began 

working at the newspaper as a teenager on September 1, 

1930, said he first remembers Wes Izzard in the pressbox 

at a local sporting event. Powell said, "He had a knack 

for different subjects. Sports was dull then, and Wes 

wrote catchy leads. "34 

Powell recalled that Izzard tutored him in 

journal ism. "He said that if you are accurate, people 

will believe in you. He was always available to help you. 

He never rushed. He was proud to help you."~ 

In one "Tactless Texan'" column, Howe described some 

of his employees at the ~lQQ§=Ne~~= 

We have a very fine organization here at 
The News-Globe, I think. The younger men are 
d~vel~ping,-I-believe. And they are looking 
older, too. 

And then there is Wes Izzard, whom I 
consider one of the most capable all-around 

~Bob Izzard, private interview, June 27, 1990. 

34Putt Powell, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

~Powell interview, July 10, 1990. 
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newspapermen I have ever known. . He's the 
diplomat of the organization and can throw nff 
the worries and annoyances better than anyone I 
know. 36 

Izzard and other Howe employees performed many varied 

duties, all part of the effort to promote the newspaper, 

the city and the region. Several times, during the 

baseball World Series, Howe would have a large 

representation of a baseball diamond attached to the side 

of the g~QQ~=Ne~~ building at Sixth Avenue and Fillmore 

Street. While residents sat at the courthouse square 

across the street, Hubert Cole operated the telegraph 

machine on the second floor, receiving reports from the 

Series. Globe-News employees, including Izzard and Howe 

himself, would listen as Cole called out the plays, and 

they moved objects around the bases on the diamond 

attached to the building. Howe attracted large crowds 

with a similar approach to election results.D 

Izzard also did person~l editing for Howe, including 

the "Tactless Texan" column. Izzard said Howe would 

include items he was not sure he should print and would 

ask Izzard to make the decision. Izzard's close 

understanding of Howe's approach to journalism is 

reflected in his recollection of editing Howe's column. 

36Lynch, pp. 120-121. 

DBob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 
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lzzard said the column was not difficult to edit if you 

knew what Howe had in mind. Apparently Izzard had the 

skill and the affinity to Howe's thinking to be able to 

please Old Tack.~ 

In 1928, Izzard added to his newspaper duties a new 

enterprise that gave him more exposure and greatly 

increased the number of people who knew his name. That 

year, he gave his first radio newscast on WDAG. He has 

been credited with delivering the first radio newscast in 

Amarillo, although WDAG had been in existence since 1922.~~ 

Regardless of whether it was the first, the newscast led 

to Izzard's becoming the best-known radio personality in 

the Texas Panhandle. 

Also in 1928, on November 6, the second of two 

children was born to Wes and Helen Izzard. Their daught.er 

was named Marilyn. 

Several newspapers had come and gone in Amarillo in 

the first quarter of the century, but the birth of Howe's 

afternoon Globe in 1924 came at a propitious time. A 

widely heralded oil boom hit the Texas Panhandle in 1926, 

and it ensured the stability of Howe's enterprise.~ 

~wes Izzard interview, June 25, 1971. 

~Am~rillQ_~~il~-N~~~ and Am~rillQ_~lQb~=Tim~~. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 

~Hagy interview, July 10, 1990. 
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Shortly before the oil boom, Howe had bought from Lindsey 

Nunn the city's morning newspaper, the Am~~illQ_~~i~ 

N~~~. The deal was completed on January 1, 1926, and the 

Globe-News Publishing Company was formed. The newspaper 

moved into a building at Sixth Avenue and Fillmore Street 

in 1927.~ 1 

In 1937 a tabloid daily evening newspaper called the 

Am~~illQ_Iim~~. headed by T.E. Johnson, entered the 

Amarillo scene. The newspaper soon needed more financial 

backing, and the Whittenburg family gained control of the 

Time§. with S. B. Whittenburg as general manager. 42 

Bill Cox recalled a strong rivalry between the Tim~§ 

and the Globe, both afternoon newspapers. Bob Izzard said 

Howe was irked by Time§. employees stealing stories from 

the more established GlQ~ or ~~_New§. For example, 

the younger Izzard said the ;Q~i l:y_New§ h_ad organized a 

network of correspondents to call in a complete list of 

high school football scores on Friday nights. He said 

Times personnel would grab a copy of the first Daily News ----
that came out of the building and copy the scores without 

having to gather them. Bob Izzard said that occasionally, 

Il~ilLN~~§ editors would insert a phony score--such as 

41 Hammond, p. 291. 

42 Hanunond, p. 292. 
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"Diddledy 46, Dummy 12"--in the first papers to come off 

the press, then delete it for most of the press run. He 

said the fake score would show up in the Iim~§. 4~ 

Eventually, the newspapers merged. On December 2, 

1951, Gene Howe and the Whittenburgs completed a 

transaction that brought all of Amarillo's daily 

newspapers under one roof. 

continued in the morning, and the ~loQ~ and Times merged 

to become the afternoon ~~~illQ_~lQQ~=Iimes. Howe 

remained the majority stockholder. 

The next year, on June 25, 1952, Howe was found dead 

in his car near Amarillo of an apparently self-inflicted 

gunshot wound. Howe had been a man of many moods 

throughout his life, but he had given no indication he had 

a suicidal tendency. Some friends and co-workers 

speculated that after successful bladder surgery, he 

convinced himself that he had cancer." Others guessed 

that he was unhappy after the 1951 transaction that gave a 

large portion of the Globe-News company to the 

~Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

44Lynch, p. 160. 

18 



Whittenburgs. 4~ After his death, the Whittenburgs gained 

full control of the Globe-News Publishing Company. 46 

Through all the transactions, Wes Izzard continued 

his rise at the Amarillo newspapers. The company moved 

into a new building at Ninth Avenue and Harrison Street in 

1951, and he became editor and publisher of the ~~ily_N~w~ 

in 1952. 47 

4~Thomas Thompson, NQrth_Qf_Palo_~~rQ~--T~rn~til~-~~~k~ 
hg~inl (Canyon, Texas: Staked Plains Press, 1984), p. 
182. 

46Lynch, p. 77. 

47Lynch, p. 75. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE NEWSPAPERMAN 

Wes Izzard was known to the public as a radio newsman 

and a front-page newspaper columnist, their friend in the 

press. He was the personification of the news for many 

Texas Panhandle residents. But Izzard could not have been 

in a position to gain such popularity had he not built a 

career based on solid professional journalism. Beginning 

with his first part-time job at the K~nsa~ Cit~_Jo~rn~l in 

college, he proved himself to be a more than capable, 

knowledgeable and efficient newsman. Few of his listeners 

and readers were aware of the other side of his 

professional life. 

Izzard was faced early in his career with the 

pressures of daily reporting. One of hi$ first 

assignments at the K~s~s Ci~ Journ~l was covering two 

state championship football games in one afternoon. The 

high school title games for Missouri and Kansas were being 

contested on adjacent fields, and he walked back and forth 

between the two gridirons to obtain both stories. 1 

One of his first Amarillo assignments plunged him 

into a high-profile story on the mass murderer George 

1 AmarillQ_Uail~-~~~ and 6marillQ_GlQh~=Tim~~. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 
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Hassell at Farwell, Texas. 2 During a 14-month period, 

Izzard kept the public informed on the case of Hassell, 

who admitted the gruesome killing in 1926 of his wife and 

eight stepchildren. The man was executed in 1928, and 50 

years later an ~rn~I:illQ_D~ib::_Ne~.§. reporter wrote, "Wes 

Izzard, then a young reporter from the ~m~rillQ_~lQbe, won 

his spurs when he covered this story. "3 

Four years after arriving in Amarillo, Izzard began 

his second career, daily radio broadcasts. But he 

continued to gain experience on every desk of the 

newspaper, and by the 1940s he had become assistant to the 

publisher. By the time Thomas Thompson was hired as a 

beginning reporter in 1941, Izzard had been on the staff 

17 years, and Thompson remembered him as being a well-

established member of the circle of men who ran the paper. 4 

Before Gene Howe's death in 1952, however, there was 

no question who was in charge. Howe, often an 

introspective man, occasionally became upset at someone at 

the paper and stormed into one of the editors' offices to 

criticize the reporter or other staff member who was the 

object of his scorn. Most often, Wes Izzard or John 

2 Am.atillQ__D.ail:i_N~~~ and Am.a.t:ill.Q_iilQb~=T.i~.s., Jan . 1 , 
1975, p. 9-A. 
~George Turner, am~rillQ_DailY_N~~s. Oct. 2, 1978, p. 1-A. 

4 Thomas Thompson, NQr~h_Qf_EalQ_~YrQ~ __ Tyrn.§.tile Speak.§. 
Ag~inl (Canyon, Texas: Staked Plains Press Inc., 1984), 
p. 98. 
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McCarty, another editor, would receive the job of 

informing the staff member he or she was fired.' 

Thompson, who eventually would become editor of the 

afternoon Globe-Times while Izzard edited the morning 

U~i~-N~. specialized in business news for many years. 

He and Izzard were to become friendly rivals, with Izzard 

a strong political conservative and Thompson expressing 

more liberal views in his afternoon column, "Turnstile." 

But Izzard gave Thompson some of his early opinion-writing 

experience, recruiting Thompson to write editorials during 

his first years at the paper. 6 

Former co-workers who were on an equal professional 

level with Izzard or who later rose to be his peers were 

unanimous in their recollections of Izzard as a friendly, 

gentle man who never failed to be polite and considerate 

of others.' They also remembered his tendency to be a 

perfectionist, which did not always endear him to his 

subordinates. He was reserved but amiable and helpful 

when approached. He was intolerant of errors or sloppy 

~Thompson, p. 58. 

6 Thompson, p. 61. 

'The co-workers mentioned here and elsewhere are those who 
were interviewed for this study and who are listed in the 
bibliography. 
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work, however. With the people whose work he supervised, 

his interaction tended to be businesslike and critical. 

Izzard was known as a precise caretaker of the 

English language, so the copy desk was especially 

vulnerable to his eye for words. Mary Kate Tripp, who 

filled several positions under Izzard in a long ~lo2~=~ew~ 

career, said Izzard was "an old copy desk hand" who 

insisted on "clean" copy. She said the staff admired his 

newspaper skills, including his ability to write copy 

quickly without errors. "The copy desk heard from Mr. 

Izzard more than anybody else did," she said. a 

Bill Cox, who spent a few years as a competitor at 

the Times and many more years as a crime reporter and 

editor for the ~lQQ~=~~~§, also recalled that Izzard was 

not a favorite with copy editors. Cox said Izzard did not 

fit the newspaper stereotype of the editor yelling across 

the newsroom but that "he lowered the boom in a literate 

way ... ., 

Tripp said her husband Fred Tripp, who for many years 

was night copy desk chief, dreaded seeing Izzard return to 

the newsroom after Izzard had left to eat supper with his 

wife. She said Izzard usually would find something wrong 

8 Mary Kate Tripp, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

"Bill Cox, private interview, July 31, 1990. 
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with the copy editors' work upon his return. Mary Kate 

Tripp said some staff members "'blamed Mrs. Izzard" for 

Izzard's more critical approach, believing that Mrs. 

Izzard sometimes exerted influence on his decisions. 10 

Even Jeane Bartlett, Izzard's longtime, loyal 

secretary who later became ~lQQ~=~~~~ personnel director, 

said Izzard was a demanding employer who was "not always 

liked by the news staff." But Bartlett said she never saw 

him lose his temper. 11 Based on recollections of co

workers, Izzard was a friendly man who knew how to keep 

his distance and behave in a strictly professional manner 

in the newsroom. 

Globe-News staff members sometimes feared Izzard's 

complaints, and some employees at times questioned his 

judgment, but they rarely found any occasion to question 

his journalistic abilities. Cox said the staff respected 

Izzard because he was highly accurate, a good writer and 

an educated man. Although Cox often disagreed with 

Izzard's political and social views, he said he "came to 

admire and respect him. He was a brilliant newscaster and 

also a bri 11 iant newspaperman. "12 

10Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

11 Jeane Bartlett, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

12 Cox interview, July 31, 1990. 
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Putt Powell, the longtime ~lQQ~=M~~~ sportswriter, 

described Izzard in the newsroom as a serious man with a 

positive approach who was "extra nice" and "a perfect 

gentleman." Powell said the staff respected him but that 

he was ''all business" and authoritative. Powell recalled: 

When he said something, people didn't 
discuss it. Everybody just knew that he 
wouldn't tolerate anything but the best. One of 
the great things about him was that he was 
always available to help you in any way. He 
never rushed anybody. He was proud that people 
would ask him things. 1:s 

Mary Kate Tripp said, "He was a good listener. He 

would help you if he could. "14 

Harry Bartlett, husband of Jeane Bartlett and GloQe-

N~~~ production director, described Izzard as more 

dignified than other editors and said he "kept a little 

above" the average employee. "Maybe he came off as 

snobbish to the younger editorial people~ but certainly 

not to the readers," Bartlett said. Bartlett said that in 

his interaction with the production department, Izzard was 

friendly and on a first-name basis with the foreman and 

other personnel. 1 ~ 

1:sPutt Powell, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

14 Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

"Harry Bartlett, private interview, July 10, 1990. 
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Dennis Spies, who worked with Izzard in the last 

years of the veteran journalist's career and who later 

became ~lQQ~=M~~~ managing editor, agreed that Izzard was 

"a tremendous newsman. " Spies said Izzard knew what was 

newsworthy and had the experience and insight to see 

beyond the surface. "He had a knack for knowing the 

consequences of events," Spies said. Noting that some 

staff members perceived Izzard as closed-minded and that 

some disagreed with his conservative political views, 

Spies estimated that office sentiment toward Izzard during 

the editor's last 15 years was split "about 50-50. "16 

In addition to some staff members' perception of 

Izzard as a critical employer, some also mistrusted him 

because they thought his positive attitude about life in 

general and the Texas Panhandle region unduly influenced 

news coverage. Mary Kate Tripp said that in casual 

settings, few people disliked Izzard. In addition, she 

said that although most staff members respected his 

journalism skills and knowledge, some were disturbed by 

his reluctance to admit anything negative about Amarillo 

or the region. It appeared that when the benefit of the 

region clashed with journalistic integrity, Izzard placed 

the former as a higher priority. "If there was a drought, 

1'Dennis Spies, private interview, July 11, 1990. 
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he would try to find ra1n somewhere," Tripp said. She 

recalled an incident during a drought in the early 1950s 

when Izzard said he had heard it had rained in Hartley 

County. Tripp said she called people in that county to 

confirm the report but could find no one who knew of rain. 

According to Tripp, "He flat faked it" and published a 

report of rain in Hartley County based on what he had 

heard. She said that as editor, Izzard tended to ensure 

that negative stories be placed "below the fold," or on 

the lower half of the front page. 17 

Izzard's positive, friendly personality sometimes 

appears to have prompted him to take measures to avoid 

conflict. Although he did not hesitate to criticize 

unsatisfactory work, he tried when possible to avoid 

situations in which people were unhappy with him. Cox 

related an incident he said was well kno.wn in the 

newsroom. One of the local country clubs had asked Izzard 

repeatedly to send a photographer to one of its events. 

Although Izzard did not consider the event newsworthy, he 

hesitated to turn down the country club members. So he 

dispatched a photographer to the event--with no flash 

bulbs. Cox implied that Izzard was able to avoid 

publishing a photograph of the event and still keep the 

17 Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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country club people happy by sending the photographer. u' 

Yet Izzard expressed disgust with other people who avoided 

taking a firm stand. He had no patience for anonymous 

letters to the editor and believed, "If you say it, sign 

it. "19 

Jeane Bartlett alluded to Izzard's aversion to the 

adversarial approach on local issues when she said he and 

Thompson "sometimes disagreed on how to run the paper. "20 

Although he wrote highly critical columns on national 

politics and issues, Izzard's ~~il~_News was not known as 

an aggressive newspaper in terms of investigative 

reporting. Thompson's ~lobe-Tim~§ gained a reputation as 

a more probing newspaper, especially after the evening 

paper won the 1961 Pulitzer Gold Medal Award for its 

series of stories uncovering corruption in the Randall 

County courthouse. 

When Gene Howe moved the Globe-News into a new 

building at Ninth Avenue and Harrison Street, he had the 

following statement inscribed above the front doors: "A 

newspaper may be forgiven for lack of wisdom but never for 

lack of courage." Regarding the perception of the two 

18 Cox interview, .July 31, 1990. 

19Bob Izzard, private interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

20Jeane Bartlett interview, July 10, 1990. 
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newspapers, perhaps Izzard personified the former, while 

Thompson was identified with the latter. 

Izzard certainly was involved in the gamut of 

decisions typically made by a newspaper editor. In 1949, 

when Thompson decided his outside business interests 

required him to quit his job as a business writer, Izzard 

negotiated with Thompson and kept him on the staff. 

According to Thompson, Izzard suggested that Thompson 

remain in his job at the same salary but take Fridays off. 

Thompson convinced Izzard to make Wednesday the day off, 

but he stayed at the paper. 21 Artist Pat McCarthy 

remembered Izzard making decisions such as who could draw 

editorial cartoons. McCarthy said two staff artists had 

submitted several editorial cartoons to Izzard, but he was 

not satisfied with the work and did not publish them. 

Izzard later asked McCarthy to start dr~wing editorial 

cartoons, and the artist eventually developed into a 

syndicated cartoonist.~ 

Izzard had strong convictions about what was 

appropriate in a newspaper, and his personal modesty was 

reflected in his policy toward his family. His daughter 

Marilyn Hildebrandt recalled, "When I was growing up, I 

21 Thornpson, p. 127. 

~Pat McCarthy, private interview, Sept. 12, 1990. 
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couldn't have my picture in the paper, because that would 

be favoritism." She said even when she was in a group 

such as the Girl Scouts, she would be placed on the end of 

the row when a newspaper photograph was being taken. She 

said when the photo appeared in the paper, she would have 

been cropped out.n 

Mary Kate Tripp said Izzard was reluctant to fire an 

employee but rather would move someone when he was unhappy 

with the employee in a specific position. She said Izzard 

once found a man asleep at his desk and reassigned him 

from the nights ide to the days ide shift. 24 

Thompson told of one instance in which a promotion 

Izzard made did not work out. Ray Parr, who had worked 

closely with Izzard in the past, was moved from the 

afternoon paper's copy desk to become managing editor of 

the newspapers. According to Thompson, Parr was an 

excellent copy desk editor but had not been a reporter and 

had no "people" skills. After a time of stressful office 

politics, in part resulting from mistrust after Howe's 

~lQbe was merged with the Whittenburg family's Time~, Parr 

returned to the copy desk. Thompson's opinion was that 

nMarilyn Hildebrandt, telephone interview, March 14, 1991. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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Izzard's promotion of Parr was based more on loyalty than 

qualifications.~ 

As a result of his long tenure at the newspaper and 

his own personality, Izzard had developed preferences 

regarding employees, and Thompson viewed him in the years 

shortly after World War II as one of "the blue-eyed boys." 

The term was an in-house description of Gene Howe, Paul 

Allingham, Fred Post, N.D. Bartlett, Lewis Nordyke and 

Izzard--the "brass" of the ~lo:b.~=N~~.§. who Thompson said 

"called the shots" and who all coincidentally had blue 

eyes. 26 

Understandably, the top editors and businessmen in 

the organization tended to show loyalty to employees who 

had been with the paper from Howe's early days and, after 

the merger with the Times, to employees of the Glo:Q~ or 

DailY News. In 1951, the Whittenburgs ~ought a large 

interest in the Globe-News company, and the city's two 

afternoon newspapers, the Whittenburgs' Tim~.§. and Howe's 

Glob~, were merged. Many Times employees were integrated 

into the Glo:b.~=News staff, with the former rivals working 

in the same building for the first time. Izzard, 

Bartlett, Post and Grady Camp, all ~lQbe=New~ veterans, 

~Thompson, p. 214. 

uThompson, p. 98. 
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"weren't cordial to the newcomers, but they weren't 

hostile. "27 In the rivalry among Howe employees and 

Whittenburg employees, Izzard unquestionably was seen as a 

member of the "Howe faction. "211 

After Howe's death in 1952, the Whittenburg family 

bought a larger share of the company, taking majority 

control of the newspapers. Thompson recounted a period 

soon after that transaction when David Rasco, a close 

friend of Thompson's on the editorial staff, felt pressure 

from Izzard that Rasco thought was unfair. Although 

Thompson did not record reasons, he wrote that Rasco felt 

Izzard was "on his back" about something different each 

day. Thompson attributed Izzard's difficulty with Rasco 

to the uneasiness at the newspaper after Howe's death and 

the sale to the Whittenburgs. He noted that Rasco himself 

was being difficult with reporters who ~orked under him.~ 

But the episode indicates that Izzard did have the 

capacity to find fault with his employees. 

The newsroom situation caused by the merger 

undoubtedly resulted in tense relationships among 

employees. Thompson, in some ways a rival of Izzard for 

vThompson, p. 169. 

211 Thompson, p. 212. 

~Thompson, pp. 205-206. 
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many years, also thought Izzard treated some employees 

differently based on his personal preferences. Whether 

valid or not, Thompson's opinion was that Izzard disliked 

David Rasco and consequently had ··short-changed" Rasco on 

his pay when Rasco returned to the paper from the U.S. 

Navy.~ Other perceptions by Thompson were that Izzard 

favored oil editor N.D. Bartlett and avoided reporter 

Louise Evans. 31 

Former co-workers were in unanimity that Izzard's 

strengths were in pure journalism, not in business. But 

he was an insider and provided input on many business 

decisions of the Globe-News and its radio and television 

stations. His son Bob Izzard said that after Howe's 

death, the company received several offers for purchase of 

the newspapers. A Boston newspaper sent representatives 

to Amarillo to consider a purchase, and Wes Izzard 

escorted them around the city as they sought an impression 

of Amarillo's economy, culture and other characteristics. 

After touring downtown and seeing the large Baptist, 

Methodist and other Protestant churches, one of the Boston 

newspapermen asked to see the largest Catholic church. 

Amarillo had only a small Catholic population, and the 

~Thompson, p. 76. 

31 Thompson, pp. 95, 218. 
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Boston man was shocked at the small size of the Catholic 

church compared to the other local churches. Wes Izzard 

thought the Boston man decided then that his people would 

not feel at home in Amarillo.~ 

Much consideration went into the sale of Howe's 

interests to the Whittenburg family, and Izzard was 

closely involved in the negotiations. Izzard's opinion 

was that selling control of the newspapers to the local 

family would be best because it seemed likely that S.B. 

Whittenburg would make few changes.~ 

But Thompson wrote that Izzard had been "in the 

dark,·· along with most other staff members, on the initial 

merger of the Globe-News with the Tim~~· Howe still was 

alive and in charge during that transaction in 1951 and 

kept the merger quiet until it happened.~ 

Izzard, already editor of the DailY News, became both 

editor and publisher of the morning paper in 1952. He 

also had managerial responsibilities with KGNC radio and 

television, and he is credited with innovations and wise 

decisions, especially in broadcasting management.~ Still, 

~Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1890. 

~Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

~Thompson, p. 164. 

~AmfirillQ_~il~-N~~~ and 6mfirillQ_~lQb~=Iim~~. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 9-A. 
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he is remembered for his journalistic sense, not his 

business sense. Lawrence Hagy, the pioneer oilman and 

former Amarillo mayor who traveled with Izzard in Europe 

in 1949, said there were many similarities between Izzard 

and L~QQQQK_Ay~l~nQh~=JQ~rn~l editor Charles A. Guy. But 

Hagy said that while Guy "ran the Lubbock paper" and Gene 

Howe did the same for the GlQQ~=ti.§~§.. Izzard was "more of 

an editorial man, a journalist. "36 Harry Bartlett agreed 

that Izzard was not a businessman, but a journalist, 37 and 

Mary Kate Tripp said that assessment extended into 

Izzard's personal life. Tripp said, however, that despite 

Howe's business success, he also lacked great business 

acumen and owed much to such men as Wilbur Hawk and Paul 

Allingham for their handling of financial matters.~ 

Certainly Izzard held his own in dealing with the 

business aspects of his position. He was serving as 

corporate secretary when Thompson attended his first board 

meeting as a Globe-News Publishing Co. director in the 

early 1950s. Although Izzard probably had written the 

minutes of the previous meeting, they had been organized 

by business manager Grady Camp. Perhaps Izzard's role was 

36Lawrence Hagy, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

~Harry Bartlett interview, July 10, 1990. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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symbolic of his career. He took great relish in reading 

the minutes aloud in the most professional manner he knew 

how. "I never heard anybody deliver minutes of a business 

meeting so impressively. Wes enunciated each word just as 

he would if he was giving the noonday news on radio,·· 

Thompson wrote.M As in his career, Izzard's reading of 

the minutes put him in the forefront of attention, and he 

made a positive and authoritative impression on all who 

heard. Also as in his career, other men, behind the 

scenes, were making the business decisions. 

The finances of the operation were not Izzard's role, 

however. Other people took that responsibility, and 

Izzard was successful in what he did best: practicing 

daily journalism. He was so successful, in fact, that 

through his public roles of newscaster and columnist, he 

developed "a tremendous following in the area, " and 

certainly after the death of Gene Howe, no one else could 

claim the title of "Mr. Amarillo Daily News. "40 

MThompson, p. 149. 

40Jeane Bartlett interview, July 10, 1990. 

36 



CHAPTER III 

THE BROADCASTER 

If Wes Izzard did not deliver the first radio 

newscast in Amarillo, he certainly became the first widely 

known radio newscaster in the region. Furthermore, with 

the diminished presence of radio news, it appears unlikely 

that any local personality ever will rival his popularity 

over the Texas Panhandle radio airwaves. Already making a 

name for himself at the Amarillo Globe-News, Izzard 

ventured in 1928 into the new medium, radio, and he 

remained a familiar voice to generations of listeners for 

almost 40 years while juggling a dual news career. 

Amarillo's first radio station, WDAG, went on the air 

1n 1922. Certainly, news was broadcast during radio's 

first six years in Amarillo, but Izzard's first news 

broadcast in 1928 on WDAG has been called the first 

professional newscast in the city.' Publisher Gene Howe 

had no objections to Izzard's broadcasting work or use of 

Globe-News facilities as a studio. For Izzard, the radio 

work began as an unpaid hobby, and for Howe, it was an 

experiment in which he later would invest money. 2 A few 

'Bob Watson, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

2 Bob Izzard, private interview, June 27, 1990. 
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months later, Izzard began doing another newscast on the 

city's second station, KGRS. 

Although the newspaper did not initially own either 

station, both of Izzard's broadcasts originated from a 

storeroom of the qlQQ~=N~~§ building at Sixth and 

Fillmore. Amid stacks of newspapers, he spoke into two 

carbon microphones with two dry cell amplifiers set up on 

a kitchen table in the storeroom. The managers of WDAG 

and KGRS insisted that the other station's equipment not 

be used for their respective broadcasts, so Izzard used 

separate microphones. 3 In the beginning, the two Amarillo 

stations shared the same frequency and alternated 

broadcasting hours. 4 

With no clock in the storeroom, Izzard had to wait in 

his newspaper office for someone at the radio station to 

call and tell him it was 45 seconds until air time. 

Izzard would watch the clock in the Globe-News office, 

then hurry to the storeroom to begin his newscast on time.~ 

With one of his editors already deeply involved in 

radio and the new medium perceived as a threat to 

3Am~~illQ-Dftil~_N~ws and Am~~illQ_~lQQ~=Tim~~. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 

•clara Hammond, ed., Am~~illQ (Amarillo, Texas: George 
Autry, Printer, 1971), p. 294. 

~Am~~illQ_~~il~-~~~~ and Am~rillQ_qlQQ~=Tim~~. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 
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newspapers, Gene Howe and his partners in 1935 bought both 

WDAG and KGRS. The two stations were combined into one 

with the call letters KGNC, standing for K-Globe News 

Company. 6 With the newspaper's acquisition of KGNC-AM, 

Izzard added the position of radio production manager to 

his on-air duties and later became general manager of the 

station. 7 

Izzard did broadcasts at varying hours through the 

years, but his most constant schedule came to be the 12:30 

p.m. newscast sponsored by the Phillips Petroleum Company 

and a 5:45 p.m. news analysis sponsored by the Magnolia 

Petroleum Company. Izzard~s son said radio was a hobby to 

his father at first, and for many years his Phillips 

newscast was done without pay. He was paid $5 per 

newscast by Magnolia. 8 With radio in its infant stage, 

Izzard experimented with his own program schedule and 

settled on a regular 15-minute program that included the 

weather, a brief stock report, sports and as much news as 

he could fit into the time slot.~ Izzard eventually began 

ending his newscasts with his trademark, "That's 30," in 

6 Watson interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

7AmarillQ_n~i~~~s and AmarillQ_GlQb~=Tim~~. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 

8 Bob Izzard interview, June 27, 1990. 

~Bob Izzard interview, June 27~ 1990. 
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reference to the numerical symbol journalists use to 

indicate the end of a written story. 10 

In protection of the print media, the news wire 

services for many years tried to restrict news from use on 

radio. In 1924, the Associated Press had fined the 

Portl~n~_Or~gQnian $100 for broadcasting the presidential 

election returns on its radio station. 11 Izzard aired 

primarily local news at first, but then he instigated a 

radio innovation that resulted in a radio news service for 

stations nationwide. His mother had been a strong 

adherent of the Christian Science faith, and Izzard 

followed in her footsteps. He was well acquainted with 

the respected national newspaper, the Christi~-~gien£~ 

Manito~, and he sought permission from the paper to read 

its material on the air. Although the Monitor news was a 

day late by the time Izzard received the. newspaper, the 

effort provided the Panhandle with national news and 

commentary. The Christian Science Monitor expanded its 

service to radio stations as a result of Izzard's work. 12 

10Bob Izzard, private interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

11 Edwin Emery, ~-EI:~§._.and_Amer i Qa;_ __ An_lnt~IJ2.r..e.t.a:t i v~ 
HistQ~~_Qf_JQy~nalism {Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice
Hall, Inc., 1962), p. 658. 

12Bob Izzard interview, June 27, 1990. 
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The nationwide trend was moving 1n the same 

direction, and the Associated Press and other wire 

services supplied election results and other news to radio 

stations by 1928. 1 ::~ Hesitation continued, however, and 

when the Associated Press gave election results to the 

radio networks in 1932, the American Newspaper Publishers 

Association retaliated by insisting that news not be sold 

or given away in advance of its publication in newspapers. 

Under pressure from their newspaper clients, the United 

Press and the International News Service stopped selling 

news to radio stations. 14 

Full participation by radio in the dissemination of 

news was inevitable, however. After broadcasters began 

their own news-gathering organizations, the United Press 

and the International News Service resumed radio service 

in 1935, followed by the Associated Press in 1940. 11
' 

Izzard was a strong supporter of the use of wire 

service news on radio. In addition to encouraging the 

Christian Science Monitor to enter radio news, he played a 

role in convincing the United Press to expand 

wholeheartedly to the electronic media. 

1::sEmery, p. 659. 

14Emery, pp. 660-661. 

t:~Emery, p. 662. 
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Izzard were frustrated that wire service material could 

not be used on radio. Izzard intentionally used United 

Press copy on the air to challenge the wire services. The 

support for radio wire service helped break up the 

formerly united opposition that newspapers had expressed 

to using wire news on the air before it was published. 16 

Izzard also was closely involved in bringing the 

first radio network service to Amarillo. He negotiated 

with Morgan Beatty of the National Broadcasting Company 

(NBC), and on January 1, 1937, KGNC began airing NBC 

progamming. Izzard also was among radio innovators as one 

of the organizers of the National Radio News Directors 

Association, which began in 1946. 17 

Howe, known for creating and encouraging promotional 

stunts and events, staged in 1938 his most well-known 

public spectacle. After he had invented in his "Old Tack" 

column a national Mother-in-Law Day, he marked the holiday 

each year with some kind of event. For the fifth Mother-

in-Law Day in 1938, Howe persuaded the governors of five 

states, including Gov. James V. Allred of Texas, and 

125,000 people to gather in Amarillo for a massive parade 

16Bob Izzard interview, June 27, 1990. 

17AmfirillQ_~~ilY_N~~§ and Am~rillQ_GlQQe-Tim~§. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. The organization later became the National 
Radio and Television News Directors Association. 
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with U.S. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt as the guest of 

honor. 18 As he did with many local events, Izzard 

broadcast the Mother-in-Law Day parade on KGNC-AM, and NBC 

carried the broadcast nationally. Izzard also was the 

producer of the program. Izzard has been credited with 

the idea of local events being integrated into national 

network programming. More than a year preceding the 

Mother-in-Law Day broadcast, Howe, Izzard and Ted Taylor, 

KGNC-AM's first manager, had presented the idea to NBC 

officials in New York. 19 

Izzard gained recognition as a capable and dedicated 

broadcaster during a time of crisis when, in 1940, an ice 

storm cut power lines in the Panhandle for sevP-ral days. 

KGNC managed to remain on the air with power from a 

gasoline engine, and Izzard, using a kerosene lamp to see, 

kept his voice in area homes around the clock during the 

worst part of the winter storm. Part of his broadcast was 

picked up by NBC.~ 

Izzard became so popular throughout the Panhandle 

that people often drove to the Globe-News building at 

18David L. Nai 1, Qo~ShQ.t:t_Sl~IDLE~~:t~_A_E.t:Qfil~_Qf 
Am~.t:illQ_in_:th~_Ihi.r::ti~~ (Canyon, Texas: Staked Plains 
Press, 1973), pp. 144-147. 

19AID~.t:illg_D~i~-N~~~ and Am~.r:illQ_~lQQ~=Iim~~. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 

~Bill Cox, private interview, July 31, 1990. 
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Sixth and Fillmore, parked on Sixth Avenue and watched him 

through the window giving one of his newscasts as they 

1 istened on their radios. 21 

In 1942, Izzard's son Bob began his own career in 

broadcasting. Bob Izzard did his first radio news that 

year, and he also became a well-known personality in 

Amarillo and the region. He retired 1n 1987 after a long 

radio and television career, most of it in Amarillo.~ 

Wes Izzard maintained his twice daily newscasts until 

the late 1940s,~ when he began reducing his time on the 

air. He remained on the radio until KGNC-AM was sold in 

1965. He also was involved in management of the KGNC 

radio and television stations unti 1 1965. 24 

A quarter-century after he left the airwaves, Izzard 

still was believed to hold the first- and second-place 

records for the most consecutive sponsored radio 

newscasts. He delivered about 12,500 newscasts at 12:30 

p.m. for Phillips 66 and about 7,800 editions of his 

Magnolia News Analysis at 5:45 p.m. In third place was 

~Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

~Bob Izzard interview, June 27, 1990. 

~Mary Kate Tripp, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

24AID~~illQ_~~il~_M§~§ and Am~~illQ_~lQQ§=TiiD§§, Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 
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NBC's Morgan Beatty with 3,600 consecutive newscasts for 

Alka Seltzer. 2::~ 

Just as he had arrived in Amarillo at an advantageous 

time, two years before the oil boom hit the Panhandle, and 

at a time when the bm~rillQ_~lQQ~ was beginning a period 

of rapid growth, Izzard started in radio at a time of 

great opportunity. He had the chance to be the first 

professional newscaster in the area, and he took advantage 

of it. 

Mary Kate Tripp, who worked as a reporter and editor 

at the Globe-News, recalled that Izzard wrote his own copy 

or rewrote wire copy for the radio broadcasts. She said 

he also was skilled at ''ad-libbing" and could fill air 

time smoothly.u Bob Watson, whom Izzard hired as a KGNC 

radio announcer in 1937 and who later became manager of 

the KGNC radio and television stations, .said Izzard was a 

"genius" at reading "cold copy"--material he had not seen 

before--without a mistake. "He would give the engineers a 

heart attack, because he might not be there until 30 

seconds before air time, " Watson said. 27 

~watson interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

uTripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

vwatson interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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Izzard's radio vo1ce has been called "reassuring," 

like that of a friend, and that characteristic blended 

well with the times, which included the Great Depression 

and World War II. His son described most early 

newscasters as either "screamers" or "deep-voiced and 

dramatic"; Izzard's style was much more relaxing and 

friendly.:m "No one had a better radio voice," said Putt 

Powell. "He had just a normal voice, but he oozed 

confidence. "%9 Cox said Izzard's delivery was "plain, with 

no big words, but he grabbed your attention. "30 "He 

sounded so much better than anyone else, " said Mary Kate 

Tripp. ::n Bob Watson, whose own broadcasting voice was 

precise and professional, said Izzard's diction was 

"impeccable" and attributed it to the newsman's English 

grammar background at the University of Illinois.~ Jeane 

Bartlett, his longtime secretary, termed his voice 

"melodious ... ~ Izzard's sound was smooth, flowing, 

slightly high-pitched and almost squeaky, with a 

28 Bob Izzard interview, June 27, 1990. 

~Putt Powell, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

30 Cox interview, July 31, 1990. 

31 Tripp interview, Aug. 1.. 1990. 

~watson interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

~Jeane Bartlett, private interview, July 10, 1990. 
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Midwestern flavor like that of actor Mason Adams, who 

played the managing editor on the television series, "Lou 

Grant." Izzard's voice was calm, intelligent and amiable, 

a voice that offered feelings of trustworthiness and 

honesty. 34 

"He didn't read the news, he told it, as if he were 

talking to a friend,·· said Bob Izzard. "He wrote the same 

way. Bob Izzard's own radio and television voice, also 

well-known in the Amarillo region, differed from that of 

his father. His presentation often has been compared to 

the halting, dramatic style of national broadcaster David 

Brinkley. 

Izzard's son said his father invariably pictured the 

"San Jacinto housewife" as the recipient of the news. San 

Jacinto is an Amarillo neighborhood that was perceived as 

the home of blue-collar, "average" peopl.e, and Wes Izzard 

aimed both his radio newscasts and his newspaper columns 

at that "average" person. Bob Izzard recalled: 

He would talk about the "San Jacinto 
housewife." He would say, "That's who I write 
to or tell a story to. I just want to tell her 
what's going on." People saw him as the guy who 
could tell you what's happening. He was 
believable.::l! 

~Author's impressions of Izzard's voice on tape of Wes 
Izzard interview with David Nail, June 25, 1971, Southwest 
Collection, Texas Tech University. 

~Bob Izzard interview, June 27, 1990. 
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Bob Watson, who had been active in the community 

since moving to Amarillo in 1935, said, "He was the most 

popular newscaster in Amarillo, ever. He was the last 

word. "36 

Izzard's popularity came not only because of his 

performance on the air, but because he made an effort to 

give area residents a face to go with the voice. Izzard 

was a frequent public speaker at community events in the 

region. His son said, "I never met a guy who said, \I 

heard Wes Izzard. ' Invariably, they will come up to me 

and say, \I knew Wes Izzard. '"n Even if a Panhandle 

resident had spent only one minute with Izzard at the 

Hedley Cotton Festival, Izzard was a person with whom 

people could identify. 

When another revolutionary medium--television--came 

to Amarillo, Izzard declined the opportunity to put his 

popularity before the cameras. In August 1951, the glob~= 

News company applied for an Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) permit to locate a television station in 

Amarillo. An FCC freeze on new stations was lifted in 

1952, and in 1953 KGNC-TV, Channel 4, became the city's 

~watson interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

:s7Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 
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first television station to broadcast. KGNC-TV beat rival 

KFDA-TV, Channel 10, to the air by about a month.~ 

Although Izzard was involved in management of KGNC

TV, he decided after considering the time required that he 

would not become a television newscaster. Instead, his 

son Bob became the Panhandle's first television newsman. 

Wes and Bob Izzard consulted with television stations 

in the Dallas area and found that it would take 38 man

hours to produce one television newscast. A radio 

newscast at the time required four man-hours, and KGNC-AM 

produced five a day. Wes Izzard wrote his own news copy, 

about 11 pages per newscast, and was spending up to six 

hours a day on radio work. He decided that with his daily 

column and other duties as ~lQQ~=~ews editor, he could not 

become heavily involved with the television station.~ 

However, with the careful study of _other stations, 

Izzard decided that KGNC-TV could be successful by 

doubling the number of news personnel it had employed for 

radio rather than quadrupling the radio staff as most 

other new stations had done.~ 

~Hammond, p. 294. 

~Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

~Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 
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The first broadcast came on March 18, 1953, from a 

former grocery building at Ninth and Harrison, across the 

street from the glQ£~=N~~~ building. 41 According to Bob 

Izzard, the station went on the air at 4 p.m. that 

afternoon with a half-hour, live, introductory program. 

Most of the ~lQbe=N~~~ and KGNC management were crowded 

into a small studio, including Gene Howe, S.B. 

Whittenburg, Tom Kritser, Bob Watson and Wes Izzard. 

A television director from Dallas had been recruited 

to help with the first broadcast, and as the station went 

on the air, he unexpectedly handed the microphone to Wes 

Izzard, standing in a trench coat with the group. 

Although he had not known he would be the first on the 

air, Izzard filled several minutes talking about the new 

station and its equipment and introducing the other 

people. He became the first person to broadcast on 

television in Amarillo, but he returned to his office 

angry at the Dallas director for failing to prepare him 

for the broadcast. After the station aired a movie from 

4:30p.m. to 6 p.m., the city's first television newscast 

followed at 6 p.m. with Bob Izzard delivering the news in 

his halting style reminiscent of David Brinkley. Bob 

41 Etta Lynch, Th~-T~Q~l~~~-T~~~n~--~iQg~~2hY_Qf_~~n~-~~ 
HQ~~ (Canyon, Texas: Staked Plains Press, Inc., 1979), 
p. 75. 
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Izzard said he had not known he would do the first 

newscast until 3 p.m. that afternoon.u 

Unlike the radio station, which had been financially 

successful and even helped support the newspaper, the 

television station lost money for several years. Thomas 

Thompson thought Wes Izzard's established popularity could 

have boosted the station from the start. "He was trim, 

handsome in a Walter Cronkite way and had Cronkite's quiet 

authority, his knowledge and polish. He might have been 

the Channel 4 salvation if he had been 15 years younger 

and could have carried over as a television personality. "" 43 

Watson said Izzard had several offers through the 

years to advance to network news but always decided to 

remain in Amarillo.•• His ties were too strong, and he had 

a column to write. 

uBob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

43 Thomas Thompson, NQrth_Qf_E~lQ_n~rQ~--I~rn~til~-~~~k~ 
Ag~inl (Canyon, Texas: Staked Plains Press, Inc., 1984), 
p. 165. 

"Watson interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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Photograph 2. Wes Izzard, left, and Lawrence Hagy in 
Rome, 1949. (Photograph by the Associated Press) 
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CHAPTER IV 

WORLD WAR II AND EUROPE 

By the beginning of World War II, Wes Izzard already 

was well known in Amarillo and the surrounding region as a 

KGNC-AM newscaster. When the war ended, his popularity 

had soared as a result of his regular reports and analysis 

of the war events. He was Amarillo's expert on the war. 1 

In addition, many listeners could identify with Izzard on 

a personal level because his son Bob was a pilot in 

Europe--and was missing in action for several weeks before 

escaping through the French resistance. Although Bob 

Izzard's war experience was extraordinary, many people in 

the radio audience had sons, relatives, or friends serving 

in the war and could relate to Izzard's emotional 

concerns. 

During the war years, Izzard did a special radio 

broadcast on Monday nights to provide war updates and 

analysis. 2 The special programs were in addition to his 

coverage of the conflict in his daily broadcasts. Many 

Texas Panhandle listeners already had made Wes Izzard's 

newscasts a daily habit, and his reports on the activities 

1 Thomas Thompson, NQrth_Qf_Ealo D~rQ~--T~rn~til~-~~~~k~ 
Ag~inl (Canyon, Texas: Staked Plains Press, Inc., 1984), 
p. 165. 

2 Bob Watson, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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1n Europe brought even more interest. His calm, 

thoughtful, reassuring voice and the authority that 

resulted from his extensive knowledge of history and 

current wire reports seemed to be timely information for 

West Texas residents eager for war information. 

Longtime Amarillo Glo~~-Times editor Thomas Thompson 

wrote that, by the 1940s, KGNC-AM had become a financial 

success and even helped support the newspaper in some 

years. He recalled the increased interest in the station 

during World War II: 

During the war period its listening 
audience leaped ahead. Wes Izzard's daily 
analysis of the war news had every mother and 
father and wife of soldier or sailor glued to 
their radios at news time. His discerning 
reports made his rivals come over the air like 
neophytes. Wes was in his prime in the '40s.~ 

Bill Cox agreed with Thompson's evaluation. "Wes was 

a sharp observer of the war developments.. He would rank 

with the national experts," Cox said. 4 Thompson wrote that 

his mother was typical of the KGNC-AM audience. " ... she 

had radios in several rooms of the house. She listened to 

Wes Izzard, who was a daily consolation to anybody who had 

a boy in the service ... ":! 

~Thompson, p. 165. 

4Bill Cox, private interview, July 31, 1990. 

:~Thompson, p. 68. 
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During World War II the newspaper, like many 

businesses, operated with a smaller staff than usual as a 

result of the personnel needed in the military.b Cox 

remembered Izzard's involvement at the newspaper on 

perhaps the most well-known single day of the war: D-Day. 

In 1944, Cox was a young reporter on the "dog watch, " 

the late-night hours after most of the staff had gone 

home. Cox said he received a call from Izzard, who had 

heard on the radio at home that the allied invasion at 

Normandy had begun. Cox, who had not checked the teletype 

machine recently, found that the paper was caught in the 

machine and that consequently, no D-Day reports had been 

received. Izzard made a quick trip to the newspaper to 

personally ensure that the story was ha~dled properly from 

that moment on. 7 

Two days after D-Day, on June 8, 19.44, Bob Izzard's 

plane was shot down in France, and his family and friends 

went through several weeks not knowing his fate. 

Eventually he returned to the safety of Allied territory. 

Izzard certainly had a deep interest in the war from a 

newsman's perspective, but the involvement of his son 

undoubtedly gave him an even more valuable vantage point 

bBob Izzard, private interview, June 27, 1990. 

7 Cox interview, July 31, 1990. 
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that helped endear him to his radio audience. (See 

Appendix: Radio Transcript, page 134. ) Jeane Bartlett, 

his longtime secretary, said the time while Bob was 

missing in action was especially difficult for the editor 

because Izzard had deep pride in his son. 

dedicated to Bob, ·· Bartlett said. a 

"He was 

After the war, during a highly publicized trip to 

Europe, Izzard brought his son's war experience to readers 

of the Amarillo Dai~ News--and also began a journalistic 

enterprise that put Wes Izzard on the front page for the 

rest of his career. 

Izzard was well-read and familiar with the world, and 

he had traveled to New York and other U.S. cities. But he 

had not been out of the country and yearned to visit 

Europe. During the war, he had considered Associated 

Press offers to work as a European correspondent. But 

Globe-News publisher Gene Howe promised Izzard that "if 

you'll stay at the paper until the war is over, I'll send 

you overseas ... ., 

Charles A. Guy, Lubbock Avalanche-Journal editor, 

represented the Lubbock and Amarillo newspapers in 1947 on 

a month-long inspection tour by 14 American journalists of 

8 Jeane Bartlett, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

"Bob Izzard interview, June 27, 1990. 
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allied occupation zones in Germany and Austria and some 

parts of unoccupied Europe. 10 Guy had intended to send 

daily stories from Europe, but the fast pace of the tour 

did not allow time for writing, and he began a 22-part 

series of reports after his return to Lubbock. The series 

H.~~. 11 

Izzard's chance came in 1949. Howe had planned to 

accompany longtime Amarillo oil man Lawrence Hagy on a 

European tour of several weeks. Howe decided he had too 

many business commitments, however, and knowing that 

Izzard for many years had wanted to visit Europe, he 

arranged for the newsman to trave 1 with Hagy. 12 Howe took 

full advantage of the opportunity to bring attention to 

the newspaper. In several issues before the trip, a four-

column by 11-inch advertisement appeared. in the Am~rillo 

Daily News and Sun~ News-Globe promoting the excursion. 

The ad featured a two-column by 6 1/2-inch photograph of 

Izzard. The ad copy read: 

DON'T MISS ... EUROPE ... FROM A TO IZZARD, 
By WES IZZARD, editor-in-chief of the Globe
News, as he tours Europe with on the spot 

1°Freda McVay, "'Charles A. Guy: The Paradoxical Plainsman'' 
(Master's thesis, Texas Tech University, 1979), p. 64. 

11 McVay, p. 65. 

12Lawrence Hagy, private interview, July 10, 1990. 
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writing from day to day! A special exclusive 
feature in the AMARILLO DAILY NEWS starting May 
15th13 

Dominating the advertisement were "EUROPE" and "WES 

IZZARD" in 84-point type, "AMARILLO DAILY NEWS" in 72-

point type and the large Izzard photograph. 

Hagy was well-acquainted with Howe and Izzard, having 

moved to Amarillo in 1923, shortly before the Am~rillQ 

~log~ was born. Hagy had bought oil and gas leases in the 

Borger area and became financially successful wit.h tb~ oil 

boom in Borger and the surrounding area. He had served 

with the U.S. military during World War II as a petroleum 

expert, supervising Soviet troops who were building a 

refinery in Hungary. 14 

Howe and Hagy were close friends who hunted together, 

but Hagy and Izzard were only "cordial" acquaintances 

before the trip. 1 :~ Hagy had planned the _excursion as part 

pleasure and part "military mission. Although Izzard 

openly wrote that Hagy was working for the American 

military on the trip, no details on Hagy's purposes were 

given. 16 

14 Thompson, p. 301. 

1:~Mary Kate Tripp, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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On May 15, 1949, the dominant story on page one of 

the 8m~rillQ_§~ng~~-~~~~=~lQQ~ featured the headline, 

"Rails' Rhythm Matched by Click of Editor's Typewriter.·· 

Izzard's first of 54 reports from a trip of almost two 

months carried the dateline, "ON BOARD THE SANTA FE'S 

GRAND CANYON LIMITED--". The first story included the 

label, "NO. 1--CHICAGO BOUND. " At the upper left was a 

drawing of a cruise ship, and perhaps the most significant 

aspect of the report was the title to the right of the 

artwork. From the first report to the 54th, the series 

carried the title, "Europe from A to Izzard." The ship 

drawing and "Europe" later were dropped, but "From A to 

Izzard" was retained as the title of Wes Izzard's column 

for almost 30 years. A decorative line suggesting ocean 

waves also remained a distinctive visual feature of 

Izzard's column. 17 

Paul Allingham, the GlQQe-News advertising director, 

had suggested the title "From A to Izzard." Tracing the 

roots of the word "Izzard" shows that it is a name for the 

letter "Z," so the title fittingly indicated that Izzard's 

column covered "everything from A to Z. "18 

18Am~rillQ_Dail~-N~~§ and Am~rillQ_~lQQ~=TiiD~§, Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 1-A. 
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In addition to describing the railroad trip and 

fellow passengers in his first report, Izzard introduced 

himself and Hagy to readers. One-column photos of the two 

travelers were identified using Izzard's words: "HAGY 

He knows Europe like his own kitchen.·· and "IZZARD ... The 

editorial 'we,' member of working press. "1" 

Hagy had extensive first-hand knowledge of Europe, 

but he said Izzard also had expertise to lend to the trip. 

"Wes spoke a little French, and he knew the history of all 

the countries," Hagy said. 20 

Izzard wrote almost daily for the newspaper, 

beginning with the train trip to Chicago, continuing by 

rail to New York, during a voyage across the Atlantic on 

the Queen Elizabeth, through six weeks in Europe, and 

ending on another Santa Fe ride back to Amarillo. All his 

reports were published on the front page. Unlike Charles 

Guy, who decided to wait until his return to chronicle his 

visit, Izzard rushed his reports back to Amarillo as soon 

as possible. Hagy said Izzard was diligent about his work 

and recalled that the first thing the editor did when the 

pair reached a hotel room or another appropriate location 

1
" Am~rillQ_SJ.Hld~::t:_N~~.§.=g_lQQ,e, May 15, 19 49, P. 1. 

20Hagy interview, July 10, 1990. 
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was to write one or two columns on a typewriter he had 

brought on the trip. ;!I 

In addition to the newspaper reports, Izzard 

maintained his presence on the airwaves. When possible, 

he arranged to use European facilities to record 

commentaries on the records that were in use in 1949 and 

have them shipped to Amarillo for broadcast on KGNC-AM.n 

The broadcasts were announced in the newspaper. For 

example, the following announcement was inserted into 

Izzard's report, ''No. 27--IN NORMANDY," on June 11, 1949: 

Wes Izzard's commentary scheduled last 
Monday night over KGNC was delayed in arriving 
and will be heard tonight at 7 o'clock. The 30-
minute recording of the broadcast was made in 
Paris. The program is sponsored by the Amarillo 
National Bank.~ 

Izzard also had alerted the Associated Press of the 

itinerary, and many of his newspaper reports were 

illustrated with photographs taken by various AP 

photographers from bureaus in Europe. 24 {See Photograph 

2, page 52.) 

The series of travel reports was a preview of the 

columns Izzard would write for the next three decades. 

21 Hagy interview, July 10, 1990. 

nwatson interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

~Am~rillQ_n~ilY_N~~§. June 11, 1949, p. 1. 

24Hagy interview, July 10, 1990. 
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His topics varied from light-hearted observations of the 

people he met to political analyses of the nations he 

visited. The wide range of topics and ever-present 

interest in government and politics remained typical of 

Izzard's writing throughout his career. 

A sampling of Izzard's 1949 reports provides insight 

into his diverse interests: 

Report No. 3 described the luxury of the rail journey 

from Chicago to New York on the train, "The Twentieth 

Century. ":zll No. 8, from New York City, included thoughts 

on the last day for Izzard and Hagy in the United States 

until July.u In No. 13, Izzard anticipated nearing port 

in England, and the report was accompanied by a photograph 

of the two Amarillo men with Commodore C.M. Ford, "master" 

of the Queen Elizabeth.v 

Also foreshadowing his "From A to Izzard" column, 

Izzard took every chance to write about Amarillo in a 

positive manner, even when the main subject was Europe. 

In No. 14, he told readers that he had seen a newspaper 

for the first time since leaving New York six days 

earlier. On page 3 of the Ne~_YQ~k_tl~~ald=TriQun~ that he 

:zl!Am~~illQ_~~i~-N~~§, May 17, 1949, p. 1. 

uAm~rillQ_S~nd~_New§=~lQbe, May 22, 1949, p. 1. 

27 Am~r i llQ_lJ~ilY_N~~§, May 2 7 , 19 4 9 , P . 1. 
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had secured on board the ship, he noticed a story about a 

massive tornado that had struck in the Amarillo area. He 

noted in his report that the Herald-Tribune story quoted 

the qlQbe=M~~§.~ 

For most of the trip, Hagy left the writing to 

Izzard. The oil man wrote a "sidebar'' story, however, 

describing the last day on the Queen Elizabeth, to 

accompany Izzard's No. 14. Both men expressed their 

concern about the people killed by the tornado, but most 

of Hagy's story was less serious. He wrote, "Wes has 

about given out so he prevailed upon me to substitute for 

him today, so don't expect any literary masterpieces." In 

Izzard's report, he referred to Hagy, the former mayor, as 

"his ex-honor" and wrote, "We think he did right well as a 

reporter. "29 

Izzard continued his series with su.ch varied reports 

as his opinion of London food in No. 17~ and his 

conclusion in No. 21 that British socialism might not be 

as dangerous as it had seemed from across the Atlantic. 31 

~bm~rillQ_~~il~_N~~§, May 28, 1949, p. 1. 

296ID~~illo_~~i~-N~~§, May 28, 1949, p. 1. 

~Am~~illo_~~il~-N~~~. May 31' 1949, p. 1. 

31 Affiar ill o_S!.!n~~-N~~§=qlQ:Q~, June 5, 1949, p. 1. 
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Topics near the end of the trip included a 

description of Switzerland in No. 47, in which Izzard said 

the neutral nation was "about the size of the Panhandle of 

Texas, "32 and a review of European hotels in No. 49. 33 In 

No. 50, Izzard described how he and Hagy were barred from 

entrance into a Cannes casino because they did not have 

their passports. 34 In No. 51, Izzard discussed French 

politics and recounted how he and Hagy were "stood up" at 

a scheduled meeting with an assistant to the Paris mayor. 3
:5 

Izzard took a somber look at World War II cemeteries 

in No. 52, titled, "Those Who Stayed Behind, "36 and he 

provided another bit of travelogue in No. 53 from Paris, 

titled, "Our Last Day in Europe. "37 

The Associated Press also joined in the spirit of the 

two Texans' trip, spreading interest in Izzard and Hagy's 

tour far beyond the Amarillo region. In. addition to 

distributing wirephotos throughout the trip, the news 

service occasionally covered the tour with its own 

32Amari llo Da.ilx_N~~§, July 1 J 1949, p. 1. 

33AID.§,ri 11 o Daily N~~§., July 3, 1949, p. 1. 

~Am~rillQ-~.§,ilY_N~~§., July 4, 1949, p. 1. 

~Am~rillQ_~~ilY_M~~§, July 5, 1949' p. 1. 

36AID.§,rillQ_~.§,ilY_N~~§, July 6, 1949, p. 1. 

37 Am.arillQ_Il~ilY_N~~§, July 7, 1949, p. 1. 
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stories. When Hagy tried to speak French to a "bathing 

beauty" on the French Riviera and discovered that the 

woman and her sister were Texans from San Antonio, the AP 

circulated a feature story and photo on July 4.~ 

The AP also publicized the most glamorous part of the 

Amarillo men's trip, their unplanned attendance at a royal 

wedding in Bavaria. While in Europe, Hagy and Izzard were 

told that an Amarillo man, interior decorator Clyde 

Harris, was about to marry Princess Cecilia of the 

Hohenzollern family. Hagy managed to secure invitations, 

and Izzard took advantage of the fairy tale event, writing 

about the wedding that took place in a hilltop castle near 

Hechingen, the adventure of finding a way to reach the 

castle, and of course, the Amarillo connection involving 

Harris.~ 

On July 4, in a sidebar to Izzard's. report, the 

Amarillo newspaper told readers Harris was due back in 

Amarillo that day. The story said Harris "will personally 

deliver recordings of Wes Izzard's commentary tonight to 

KGNC. "40 

~Lawrence Hagy, personal scrapbook, viewed July 10, 1990. 

~Hagy interview, July 10, 1990. 

40Am~rillQ_~~il~-N~~§. July 4, 1949, p. 1. 
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Perhaps the section of the tour most meaningful to 

Izzard was a side trip he took in June to Bolbec, France. 

He used his information-gathering skills to find the 

French farmer who had sheltered Bob Izzard in his barn 

five years earlier and a family who also had hidden the 

young pilot before members of the French Resistance had 

helped him leave the country. Izzard showed his writing 

skills in the report from Bolbec. He used precise, 

descriptive language, and his structure showed a flair for 

the dramatic. Near the beginning of the report, Izzard 

wrote: 

It was on June 8, 1944, that an American 
flier drifted down through the morning mist in a 
torn parachute harness and landed in a hedge
bound field near Lillebonne, south of here 
(Bolbec). German troops were swarming over the 
countryside. 41 

Izzard continued his story, not identifying the U.S. 

pilot, telling of French hospitality and tears that flowed 

when one man recalled the 1944 incident. Izzard closed 

his report in a way that revealed his own deep feelings: 

The sky was clear now, and the sun was 
going down, and everything seemed right and 
good. I had completed my mission. It was the 
most important thing I had to do in Europe. 

Because, you see, the American flier was my 
boy. 42 

41 bm~ri llg_Il~il:t:_N~~.§., June 10, 1949, P. 1. 

~bm~rillQ_D~il:t:_N~~.§., June 10. 1949, p. 1. 

66 



The last European report, No. 54, was sent to 

Amarillo from aboard the Queen Mary as Izzard and Hagy 

began their return trip. The dispatch was titled, 

"Impressions," and Izzard offered his views on "Europe's 

political and economic situation, and America's role in 

recovery." The report: is indicative of the conservative, 

pro-American stance Izzard would promote throughout his 

career. 

In each segment of the last report, he wrote about 

various nations in terms of American interests and how 

those nations would benefit from conservative principles 

and free enterprise. For example, he separately analyzed 

the situations in England (it is "unpopular on the 

continent," and it "should turn private enterprise 

loose"), France (Izzard wrote that French politics are 

unpredictable, and "They may overthrow t_he government 

before this gets into print."), Germany (if the United 

States had allowed Germany to remain strong, the Americans 

"could have set up a buffer state flanking Russia"), and 

Italy (overpopulation is a problem).~ 

About the Marshall Plan, Izzard wrote that "It's 

working. Most Americans in Europe agree it should be cut 
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off in 1952. ·· And about World War I I, he said most people 

in Europe "are talking about other things. ·· 44 

The European excursion gave Wes Izzard a solid base 

upon which to begin his career as a daily columnist. 

Izzard already was highly trusted by many radio listeners, 

and the AP photos that accompanied the European reports 

gave a face to the voice for many people who had not seen 

him in person. Izzard's two months of almost daily 

reports were written as if he were simply a typical Texas 

Panhandle resident discovering a new world in post-war 

Europe. The reports enhanced his stature as a 

representative of the people of Amarillo and its region 

and paved the way for his first regular "From A to Izzard" 

column, which appeared 11 days after the final European 

report. 4 s 

44hm~rillQ_D~ilY_N~~.§., July 8, 1949, p. 1. 

4 s hm~.t:illQ_]d~ilY_N~~.§., J U 1 Y 19 , 19 4 9 , P . 1 · 
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CHAPTER V 

FROM A TO IZZARD 

On June 26, 1952, a day after Gene Howe had been 

found dead of an apparently self-inflicted gunshot wound, 

Wes Izzard wrote a column in tribute to Howe. Izzard 

recalled that Howe had been his on-the-job teacher and 

"was constantly planning for the future of the men who 

stayed with him. "l 

Izzard had stayed with Howe for 28 years, and the 

rewards were the title of editor-in-chief of the 6ma~illQ 

DailY News and status as perhaps the most well-known and 

popular newsman in the region. In the June 26 column, two 

days after the last "Tactless Texan·· column, Izzard quoted 

Howe: 

"Carry a notebook," he told us_. 
"Everybody you see has a story in him, " he would 
remind us. "It's your job to get it out." It 
wasn't enough to say that Tom Smith was visiting 
Amarillo from Vega. "Talk to him," Howe urged. 
"Ask him how the crops are. Ask him about his 
family. Sooner or later he will say something 
that is news. "2 

Izzard took that advice to heart. He found stories 

everywhere, from Congress to Texas Panhandle history to 

the man down the street. If he did not find "news," he at 

1 6marillo_Dail~-N~~§, June 26, 1952, p. 1. 

2AID~~illQ_~~il~-M~~§, June 26, 1952, p. 1. 
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least found something that interested most of the readers 

of "From A To Izzard." Whether the topic was important or 

trivial, Izzard put it in a form that attracted readers. 

On July 19, 1949, ''From A To Izzard" staked its claim 

to the left-most column of the front page of the Am~rillQ 

DailY N~~. 3 Unlike reports from the recent trip to 

Europe, the column's birth as a regular feature of the 

newspaper received no fanfare. For the next quarter

century, Wes Izzard's small, boldface byline appeared at 

the bottom of that column. For most of its life span, 

"From A To Izzard" appeared at least five times a week. 

Only as Izzard's health failed in the 1970s did the 

frequency become sporadic. 

on August 30, 1977. 4 

Izzard's last column appeared 

The first topic Izzard presented to readers included 

continued thoughts on his European trip and reflected the 

pride he had in his adopted state. He wrote about a riot 

he had witnessed outside a theater in Paris where an anti-

Communist movie was showing: "That, I thought, is the 

difference between Texas and France. One Ranger per riot 

in Texas; a hundred cops per riot in France." Izzard 

proceeded to tie a local issue into the anecdote, 

3Am~rillQ_Q~ilY_M~~~. July 19, 1949, p. 1. 

4 Am~rillQ_~~ilY_~~~~. Aug. 30, 1977, p. 1-A. 
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suggesting that Amarillo needed more than the 100 police 

officers it had at the time.~ 

It was a rare column that did not include political 

observations, but Izzard's second effort indicates that he 

had an interest in personal topics as well. The lead item 

urged fathers to be friends with their daughters, taking 

them out for ice cream and a soda so that as they began 

their dating lives, the young women would know how a 

gentleman should behave toward them. 6 

"From A To Izzard" followed Gene Howe's "Tactless 

Texan·· example in its friendly, personal manner. But 

while Howe's writing persona was the bumpkin "Old Tack," 

Izzard's style included grammatical correctness and quiet 

authority. Longtime reporter and columnist Bill Cox, who 

later wrote his own column, "City Run," first in the 

Globe-Times and then in the Daily News, .said, "His column 

was more literate than Tack's. Tack was more earthy. "7 

The column also followed the lead of "Old Tack" in making 

the weather a frequent topic. Izzard recalled the 

positive approach Howe had used regarding the weather: 

"When dust storms came, he didn't have anything alarming 

~AmarillQ_D~ily_New§, July 19, 1949, p. 1. 

6AmarillQ_D~ilY_N~~~' July 20, 1949, p. 1. 

7 Bill Cox, private interview, July 31, 1990. 
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to say about them. "e Following Howe's tactic gave Izzard a 

constant subject with which all his readers could 

identify. Just as residents talked to each other about 

the chances for rain, Izzard became a neighbor who 

discussed common concerns with them. 

Beginning with the European reports 1n 1949, Izzard 

used the editorial "we" when he wrote in the first person. 

He continued that practice throughout his career as a 

columnist. 

The column was characterized by Izzard's conservative 

political views; his belief in free enterprise and 

individualism; his light-hearted anecdotes and short 

sayings; and his support for Amarillo against other 

cities, the Texas Panhandle against other regions of the 

state, the state of Texas against the federal government, 

and the United States against the world. Although Izzard 

wrote much about state and national politics, his 

observations generally were made from a West Texan's point 

of view. He related distant events and issues to people 

of his region from the angle of how Amarillo or the 

Panhandle would be affected. 

"From A To Izzard" sometimes was an essay on a single 

topic, but most often, it consisted of three to six short 

8 Wes Izzard, interview with David Nail, June 25, 1971, 
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University. 
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segments on a variety of topics. Even when a column 

focused on one issue, Izzard usually tacked on short 

comments or jokes at the end. In the later years, the 

"tidbits" at the end were labeled with the subhead, "This 

and That."" 

The bits of wit or wisdom kept Izzard's column 

positive and personal even when the main topic was 

serious. They were verbal comics that gave readers a 

daily lift. With the exception of those who strongly 

disagreed with Izzard politically, readers could gain a 

pleasant feeling each day from the column. 

Most of the maxims were unattributed, although it is 

difficult to determine whether they were original. Izzard 

did attribute some to such sources as Gri~ and the Chi£~ 

Tribune, 10 but one cannot assume that the ot.hers originated 

with him. For example, he wrote, withou.t attribution, 

"Even if you're on the right track, you'll get run over if 

you just sit there. "11 Thal.. quotation, with the word 

"road" instead of "track," has been credited in another 

source to Will Rogers. 12 Often, Izzard attributed comments 

"Amarillo Dai~_N~ws, March 26, 1971, p. 1-A. 

10 Am.arill.Q_l2td.u_N~~.s., May 5 , 19 6 5 , P . 1-A. 

'
2John Jerome, Ih~_QQID2l~t~_Ruon~r~.s._n~~=Qy=ngy_Log_~od 
Q~leod~r (New York: Random House, 1991), p. 67. 
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to "Olsen Park Pete, " a character he created in the 

column. Examples of the "tidbits" include: 

The Cuban situation is really puzzling. 
The capital is in Havana, the government is in 
Moscow, and most of the people are in Miami 
Beach. 1;s 

When your mind goes blank, says Olsen Park 
Pete, turn off the sound. 14 

When the wages of sin are paid, there will 
be a lot of people who will get time and a half 
for overtime. HI 

In addition to Olsen Park Pete, Izzard used many 

nicknames and terms that came to be identified with his 

column. He often referred to the stereotypical "Texas Oil 

Millionaire,·· abbreviated "TOM," and has been credited 

with originating the term, although the origin cannot be 

confirmed. He did not promote a denomination or specific 

theological approach, 16 but he often wrote in general terms 

about the benefits of belief in God and .frequently 

referred to "The Man Upstairs. "17 

Izzard also gained attention with his good-natured 

following of the success and failures of sports teams of 

l;5 Am§..t:illQ Daily News, May 31' 1977, p. 1-A. 

14 Amar illQ_Da~-N~~~, Aug. 5, 1977, p. 1-A. 

I :I Am~r i llQ_Dai~_N~~~, Aug. 5, 1977, p. 1-A. 

16 Cox interview, July 31, 1990. 

17Mary Kate Tripp, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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Slippery Rock State College in Pennsylvania. In gently 

making fun of the name, "Slippery Rock," Izzard made 

friends rather than enemies. At a community dinner to 

honor Izzard on the 50th anniversary of his employment at 

the Amarillo newspaper, he received an honorary membership 

in the Slippery Rock alumni group. 11' 

In the early 1950s, Izzard contributed to the 

popularization of the term, "Golden Spread'' to describe 

the ~lQQ~=~~~~ circulation area. His son Bob Izzard is 

credited with coining the term after Gene Howe gave the 

GlQQ~=News and KGNC-AM staffs the assignment of creating a 

new name for the region. Howe had used the term, "Tri

State, " to describe the Texas Panhandle, western Oklahoma, 

and eastern New Mexico, but he had decided "Tri-State" was 

inadequate because the newspaper also had circulation in 

southwestern Kansas and southeastern Colorado. 

The afternoon newspaper nameplate in the late 1940s 

included the slogan, "News About Amarillo, and the Entire 

Great Plains Empire, "1
' but Howe still was unsatisfied. 

Bob Izzard said the words "Golden Spread" came to mind 

during a newsgathering trip southeast of Amarillo and that 

after he suggested it to Howe, the publisher began using 

18Am~rillQ_;Q~ilY_N~~§, Jan. 3, 1975, p. 1-A. 

1 'Am~!:illQ_~lQ:Q~, June 3, 1949, p. 1. 
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it in promotions.~ Bob Izzard made it a common term for 

KGNC-AM listeners, and Wes Izzard used it often in his 

column. Forty years later, "Golden Spread" still was 

common in the names of businesses, local organizations, 

and community events, and the front-page slogan of the 

Amarillo_DailY_New§. was "The Morning Newspaper of the 

Golden Spread. "21 

Although Thomas Thompson generally did not take the 

conservative view in his afternoon column, "Turnstile," he 

was accused in its early years of imitating the already-

established Izzard if he criticized Washington bureaucrats 

or the United Nations.~ Certainly Izzard's view was 

conservative in almost every case and he often criticized 

bureaucrats and politicians. After a trip to Washington 

in 1952, he wrote: "The big fact in Washington is the 

complete lack of leadership .... About the only activity 

that is proceeding normally is the spending of money. 

The column discussed in detail the political situation of 

the time, including President Harry Truman's lame duck 

20 "No matter how it's sliced, we're still the Golden 
Spread," Am§:.rillQ_S.ung_§,Y_ti~'t!§.=~lQQ~, p. 1-B, Jan. 27, 
1991. 

2'Am§:..t:illQ_lli!i.U__N~ws, Feb. 23, 1991, p. 1-A. 

22 Thomas Thompson, MQrth_Qf_EalQ_UurQ __ : _Iurn~til~-s~~~k~ 
~§:.inl (Canyon, Texas: Staked Plains Press Inc., 1984), 
p. 187. 
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status and the problems with a major steel workers' 

strike. Despite Izzard's obvious knowledge of the higher 

levels of government, however, and the fact that he had 

met with Republican leaders and with newspaper publishers 

in Washington, the people Izzard quoted regarding national 

issues were a bus inessma.o on a train and a cab driver. 23 

He knew how to communicate with "average" readers. 

Mary Kate Tripp said that unlike Thomas Thompson 1n 

the afternoon paper, Izzard avoided writing about local 

controversy. "He didn't take part in Amarillo fights," 

she said. 24 Izzard did write about many local issues, but 

his tone generally was positive, urging the success of 

local projects rather than the direct criticism he often 

directed toward state and national leaders. For example, 

in November 1950, he wrote several columns on a 

controversy over the name for a new juni.or high school. 

He offered suggestions rather than criticism of the school 

officials involved.~ 

Designation of Palo Duro Canyon as a state park was 

the type of cause Izzard often supported. He received 

thanks for his role in that effort: 

23 ~m~r i llQ_rl~ilY_!i~:tl§, May 1 , 19 52 • P . 1 . 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

~~m~rillQ_rl~ilY_N~:tl§. Aug. 18-24, 1950, p. 1. 
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Valuable assistance was rendered through 
publicity put out by Wes Izzard, T.E. Johnson, 
and others in press and radio. Joining the 
fight for the park were Julius Dorenfield, Clint 
Small, Gene Howe, Henry Ansley, and others.u 

Izzard's political conservatism was expressed most 

often in regard to topics far removed from Amarillo or on 

issues of general interest. The major portion of a 1952 

column reported the opinion of a writer in Th~~me~ig~n 

L~gion_M~~~ine that the drive for civil rights was 

infringing on "another Constitutional right that is just 

as important--the right to honestly earned, or inherited, 

property. "27 A typical column in 1962 warned subtly 

against socialism by relating an American couple's 

experience in Norway. Izzard wrote, "To an American, the 

lack of incentives is marked. Wages and prices are 

controlled; taxes are high. The individual faces few 

decisions. He goes along. "a 

A column decrying the increased incidence of student 

protests in other parts of the world appears almost 

prophetic in light of the American Vietnam protests that 

began only as few years later. Writing in 1960, Izzard 

26Bessie Chambers Patterson, "Palo Duro State Park: The 
Grand Canyon of Texas" (paper on file at Panhandle-Plains 
Historical Museum, Canyon, Texas, 1953), p. 7. 
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warned, "Probably never before have such drastic political 

developments resulted from the pressure of adolescent 

mobs .... Suppose these demonstrations should spread to 

our own country?"~ Such comments support the statements 

of Izzard's co-workers that he was a keen observer of 

political events and issues.~ 

Nine years later, when U.S. student protests were a 

reality, Izzard reported on New York high school students 

who were demanding more input into school decisions and 

wrote a hypothetical scenario in which three kindergarten 

pupils were seeking control of their classroom. 31 

Even in writing about state and national issues, 

Izzard was adept at including a local angle. When Dan 

Moore of Cleveland, a former U.S. intelligence agent, 

spoke in Amarillo in 1965, the point made by Moore that 

Izzard stressed in his column was the following: 

If we could skim the top level talent from 
the business and professional community of 
Amarillo, we could use these people to build a 
State Department far more effective than the one 
in Washington 1 s Foggy Bottom.~ 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

31 AmarillQ_I2ailY_t':l~~~, Jan . 5 , 19 6 9 , P. 1-A. 

~AmArillg_O~il~-N~~§, Oct. 30, 1965, p. 1-A. 
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When President Harry Truman removed Gen. Douglas 

MacArthur from command in Korea in 1951, Izzard focused on 

the reaction in Amarillo, noting that " ... we, personally, 

had calls from nearly 30 readers ... "33 Izzard also called 

U.S. Rep. Walter Rogers, the area's congressman, and 

reported Rogers' reaction. The close of Izzard's column 

illustrates both his feelings about Communism and, in 

reference to the many irate Americans who sent telegrams, 

his preference to end even a serious column on a light 

note: "Yesterday the President fired the man best fitted 

to whip the mysterious Commies who are about to descend on 

us. Anyway, it was a great day for Western Union. "34 

Another typical combination of the national and local 

scenes was Izzard's reporting of "Hill's U.S. 66 Poll." 

The month before the 1960 presidential election, Izzard 

wrote about a continuing poll taken by the owner of Hill's 

Cafe in Vega: "The first week's tabulation of 629 votes 

represents 34 states, including Alaska and Hawaii. Here's 

the way it stands at the moment: Nixon, 340; Kennedy, 

289." Izzard also kept local interest by adding the 

33Am~rillQ_~~ilY-N~~§, April 12, 1951, p. 1. 

34 Am~rillQ_~~il:Y_N~~§, Apr i 1 12, 19 51, p. 1. Although the 
political opinion expressed is typical of Izzard, his use 
of slang terms such as "Commie" is not. 
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results of a poll at the Downtown Lions Club: "Nixon, 57; 

Kennedy, 12; Goldwater, 1; Sid Harper, 1; Jack Pate, 3. "~ 

If Izzard's writing did not take the Amarillo or 

Texas Panhandle perspective of outside issues, then it 

took a definite Texas or American view. In criticizing 

congressional reluctance to approve an American supersonic 

transport airplane, Izzard pointed to similar planes 

developed by the Russians, British and French. He 

lamented a situation in which the United States might 

forfeit its leadership in that area to other nations. He 

wrote: " ... the time is not far off when travel at 5,000 

miles an hour will be feasible. Where will the Americans 

--the great miracle workers of civilization--be when that 

happens?"36 

As in his 1949 account of meeting the French people 

who saved his son, Izzard sometimes wrote with drama. 

During the Korean war, he told of a U.S. Marine who had 

asked, "What are we fighting for?" In the 1950 column, 

Izzard wrote: 

So, to our friend, the Marine, we would 
say: You are not fighting for the politicians 
or the business tycoons. You are not even 
fighting for the statesmen and politicians who 
have, so often, let you down. You are fighting 
for free people who want desperately to remain 

~Am~~illQ_Q~il~-~~~~. Oct. 7, 1960, p. 1. 

36AID~~illQ_Q~il~-~~~~. March 26, 1971, p. 1-A. 
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free. You are fighting that children may play 
in the sunshine; that the windows of homes may 
flow warmly in the darkness; that men may walk 
upright and speak their own minds and run their 
own affairs. Young men have been fighting for 
these things since Sennacherib, Mr. Marine. We 
wish we could say that men had discovered 
another way for people to stay free. But they 
haven't. Freedom is still something that has to 
be fought for. "37 

Izzard's philosophy of individualism fit well with 

the legend of the West Texas pioneer spirit. He wrote a 

column in 1971 that summarized that philosophy: 

Whatever happened to the American melting 
pot? There was a time when people swarmed to 
our shores seeking freedom and opportunity. 
That was all they expected. America was a place 
where work and thrift paid off; where everybody 
was regarded as a person, not a member of some 
group .... Millions of us have chosen the 
security of the group over the opportunity for 
individual accomplishment. This is producing a 
nation of people who want to be given by 
government what their forebears earned for 
themselves. This isn't what built America. 
Individual people built America--people of all 
kinds .... It's time we fired up th~ old melting 
pot again. 38 

Along with individualism, free enterprise often was 

promoted in "From A To Izzard. " In 1965, he told readers 

how Richard Sears and Alvah Roebuck met, started from 

humble beginnings, and created a business that is an 

American institution. He cited other rags to riches 

examples, including two local ones, and concluded: 

~am~rillQ_~~il~-N~~~~ Dec. 29, 1950, p. 1. 

38Am~rillQ_~~il~-N~~§, May 12, 1971, p. 1-A. 
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These stories should be told in economic 
textbooks. They should be used to inspire 
youngsters in place of--or at least in addition 
to--dull theories about government regulation, 
labor-management relations, abuse of the profit 
system, and other generalities. American 
business is one of the most exciting stories 1n 
all history. Let's teach it that way.~ 

Izzard was a tireless booster of his city and region. 

He continually defended the region's weather and any other 

aspect of West Texas life that had been slighted. 40 A 

column in 1966 recalled a play he had seen in Washington, 

D.C., that depicted a West Texas sheriff as "brutal, 

ignorant, vulgar, and fascist." He answered with a letter 

he had received from an area sheriff expressing concern 

about whether disabled veterans in Amarillo had access to 

the baseball stadium and coliseum. "Come to think of it, 

we have never met a brutal, ignorant, fascist sheriff in 

all of West Texas ... Why not let the sheriff wear the 

white hat for awhile?'' 41 

Izzard also wrote a column recalling the 1849 

assessment by Capt. Randolph Marcy that the Texas 

Panhandle region was a desert "which always has been, and 

~AmarillQ_~~ilY_N~~§, May 5, 1965, p. 1-A. 

40Regarding Panhandle weather during the Depression, Izzard 
told an interviewer, "We had a lot more good days than bad 
days. " Wes Izzard, interview with David Nail, June 25, 
1971, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University. 

41 Am~.r:illQ_!l~il:Y_N~~§, March 2 9, 19 6 6, P. 1-A. 

83 



must continue, uninhabited forever." Izzard wrote that 

"the Marcy mentality lingers among many Americans who, by 

now, should know better." He continued: "The fact is, 

Captain Marcy walked over more wealth in his trek across 

the Panhandle than the gold seekers he was guiding could 

ever hope to find in California. "42 

After listing the many economic advantages of the 

Golden Spread, Izzard mentioned human resources such as 

Cal Farley's Boys Ranch, and he concluded: "It is 

significant that the ranch is situated just about where 

116 years ago, Captain Marcy pitched his tent, set up his 

table, and sat down to write out history's worst guess. "43 

Another column the same year traced the population 

growth of Amarillo since its birth and predicted that by 

its centennial year in 1987, the city's population would 

be 500, 000. 44 

Izzard's promotion of Amarillo often included 

lighthearted jabs at rival cities, including Canyon and 

42Am~rillo D~il:i_M~~.§., Sept. 17, 1965, p. 1-A. 

"3Am~tillQ_@i~-N~~.§., Sept. 17, 1965, p. 1-A. 

4"fim~rillQ_llail~-N~~§, Oct. 27, 1965, p. 1-A. The a?tual 
population of Amarillo in 1987 was 162,138, accord1ng to 
the 1989 Amarillo T~xa~L-Qit~_QireQ~Q~ (Dallas, Texas: 

-------------~--R.L. Polk and Co., Publishers, 1989), p. x. The 
metropolitan area population in 1987 was 192,932. 
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especially Lubbock. After a trip to Borger in 1950, he 

wrote: 

... we picked up a disturbing development. 
Borger is about to insL~ll the only escalator in 
Texas north of Lubbock! ... That leaves 
Amarillo flanked on the south by an escalator in 
Lubbock, and on the north by an escalator in 
Borger. •::~ 

Charles A. Guy of the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal said, 

"People are always trying to whip up an Amarillo-Lubbock 

rivalry," when in his opinion, none existed. But Guy's 

own reasoning revealed at least a sense of competition as 

he said West Texas State University, 18 miles from 

Amarillo, was "not in the same league" as Texas Tech 

University in Lubbock.~ Jay Harris, who succeeded Guy as 

Avalanche-Journal editor, said Guy and Izzard were good 

friends since they both came to Texas in the 1920s, had 

parallel careers, and both rose to the top news position 

at their papers. They were "friendly competitors," Harris 

said, while he called the two cities "bitter competitors." 

"They would make bets on Amarillo High and Lubbock High 

football games, and they would quote each other," Harris 

recalled. 47 

%Charles A. Guy, interview with Richard Mason, April 21, 
1982, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University. 

47Jay Harris, private int.erview, July 19, 1990. 
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That the good-natured feud was on the minds of 

Lubbock and Amarillo editors is shown in a profile of Guy 

written by Thomas Thompson. Thompson closed the profile 

by quoting one of Guy's Lubbock friends: "If someone is 

going to write about Charlie, why does he have to be from 

Amarillo? ""8 

Izzard provided readers such a potpourri of 

information that everyone was likely to find something of 

interest. His fascination with history was shown in a 

column in which he disagreed with another writer who 

claimed that stage coaches once were in operation in the 

Panhandle.""~ He revealed his sense of humor by writing 

about a song called, "Dip Snuff Stomp," and pointing out 

the irony that the song was composed by a West Texas State 

College Latin professor.~ Izzard lauded the values of his 

passing generation by praising George Washington and an 

area man for being patriotic "squares "cl and by pointing 

out that computers have facts but not wisdom or emotions.~ 

qLoren Ghiglione, ed., ~~ntl~m~n_Qf_th~_Pr~~~~--E~Qfil~~ 
Qf_Am~riQ~_l!~~§J2f)J2~~-Edito~~ (Indianapolis, Ind.: R.J. 
Berg and Company, Publishers, 1984), p. 125. 

""~ Am~~illQ_Il~il:Y_N~~§., May 2 3 , 19 59 , P. 1 . 

:n Am~.t:illQ_D§.il:Y_N~~§., Feb . 2 2 , 19 6 6 , P . 1-A. 

:~2 Am~~illQ_l2§.il:Y_N~~§., May 6 , 19 6 7 , P . 1-A. 
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His lifelong absorption with the English language was in 

evidence when he reported the results of a test that 

showed children could not write or spell.~ Izzard 

combined personal and community interests in a tribute to 

his longtime friend Cal Farley, who founded Boys Ranch 

near Amarillo.~ A column about t.be success of three women 

as heads of state in Ceylon, India, and Israel indicated 

that, even as a conservative, he was not automatically 

opposed to all change.~ 

Beginning with Gene Howe, GlQQ~=Ne~§ columnists had 

sought to aim their writing at the "San Jacinto 

housewife, " a stereotype named after a local neighborhood 

that Thomas Thompson called "the norm of taste in 

Amarillo." Thompson said she "could be the spouse of a 

railroad engineer or a clerical worker with a steady job. 

She was not squeamish, but offend her an~ you were in 

trouble with mass readership. ":36 Bob Izzard said his 

father, as he had in radio newscasts, also kept the "San 

Jacinto housewife" in mind with "From A To Izzard. ":1
7 

~Am~~illQ_Dail~N~~§, March 21, 1972, p. 1-A. 

~bm~~llQ_~~il~-N~~§, May 23, 1959, p. 1. 

=Am~~illQ_~~il~-N~~§, Dec. 8, 1971, p. 1-A. 

l36Thompson, p. 77. 

~Bob Izzard, private interview, June 27, 1990. 
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Although Izzard's variety of topics and efforts to 

explain national affairs in local terms gained him 

widespread readership, Thompson perceived his own 

"Turnstile" column as more appealing to the working class. 

Howe's "Tactless Texan" had succeeded with "folksiness," 

Thompson recalled, and he thought Izzard's precise, 

correct writing style was above the level of some readers. 

Thompson also was a highly educated writer, but he had 

grown up close to the Amarillo working class. He wrote: 

Real, ordinary people were calling and 
writing to "Turnstile." People who never would 
call Wes Izzard or dare write him an illiterate 
letter in penci 1. "A to Izzard" had greater 
readership than "Turnstile," but not in Amarillo 
north of the Rock Island and Fort Worth & Denver 
tracks nor east of the Santa Fe.~ 

Thompson cited two people who were in trouble with 

the law who had called him and given him information for a 

Pulitzer Prize-winning series of stories. "They wouldn't 

have called Wes, .. Thompson wrote. "They told me so. ":!9 

Still, many area residents identified with Izzard's 

writing, in part because he often included the names of 

local people.~ Like Howe, he had a sense of what people 

were talking about and what they wanted to read. 

~Thompson, p. 195. 

:!'~Thompson, p. 195. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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Although Izzard was not known as a social man, his 

long residence in the city had given him acquaintances 

among most groups of people. He had many sources. Murl 

McCasland said a golf foursome that McCasland organized 

included Izzard and that the golfers' conversations gave 

the editor many column ideas and a minister many sermon 

ideas. 61 

Izzard certainly knew the business and civic leaders 

of the city. But unlike Charles Guy, who was known as one 

of an "inner circle" of men who made the major decisions 

in Lubbock, Izzard limited most of his impact to his role 

as a journalist. "He wielded great influence through his 

column," said Bill Cox, the longtime Amarillo 

newspaperman. "Committees would consult him, and the city 

leaders would visit him, so he did have an influence on 

Amarillo. "62 

As Izzard's health deteriorated in the 1970s, his 

column slowly began to lose its freshness. The columns in 

his declining years moved away from discourses on serious 

issues, consisting chiefly of the short "tidbits." When 

Morris Communications of Augusta, Georgia, bought the 

Amarillo and Lubbock newspapers on September 1, 1972, the 

61 Murl McCasland, private interview, July 11, 1990. 

~cox interview, July 31, 1990. 
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managerial workloads of Izzard and afternoon editor Thomas 

Thompson increased.~ Thompson left the paper after a few 

months, but Izzard stayed.~ 

Although Izzard continued his column, the new 

management had little interest in personal columns and did 

not provide the encouragement previously supplied by Howe 

and the Whittenburgs.~ Thompson recalled that the new 

general manager, James Whyte, told Thompson if he left, 

another daily columnist would not replace him. Thompson 

said he asked Whyte, "What about Wes?" and that Whyte 

replied, "I used to write a column myself, but I don't 

believe in them. You build up a columnist over a period 

of time. Then he leaves you, and you have to do it all 

over again. "t.t. 

By 1977, Izzard was writing his column only when he 

felt physically able.e7 Although he continued to come to 

the office until shortly before his death in 1983, "From A 

To Izzard" ended in 1977. There was no farewell column. 

The last colu~~. which appeared on August 30, 1977, was 

~Thompson, p. 322. 

e"Jeane Bartlett, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

~Harry Bartlett, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

t.t.Thompson, p. 323. 

~Thompson, p. 323. 
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about half the length of the columns he wrote in better 

years and consisted of seven short items. Izzard still 

showed elements of his longtime formula. In addition to 

comments on the superpowers' submarine strength and the 

Panama Canal issue, he mentioned the names of two local 

men and included their reports on recent trips. Two of 

the items concerned the weather--one of which favorably 

compared Amarillo weather to that in Alaska. The final 

column written on Izzard's manual Underwood typewriter 

ended with: "It's not so much the amount of the salary 

that counts, as how fast we spend it. "oe 

In 1971, Izzard explained to an interviewer the 

impact he thought Gene Howe's "Tactless Texan" column had 

exerted on the Golden Spread: "There never has been 

anything like it. There never has been anything that had 

the acceptance into the homes of this area. "6
" Twenty-five 

years passed between Howe's last column and the final 

publication of "From A To Izzard." For that quarter 

century, it seems safe to apply the same statement to the 

writing of Wes Izzard. 

08Am~rillQ_~~il~-N~~~. Aug. 30, 1977, p. 1-A. 

~wes Izzard interview, June 25, 1971. 
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CHAPTER VI 

VIEWS AND VALUES 

Wes Izzard, born in the Midwest and educated at a 

northern university, found the Texas Panhandle a 

comfortable place for his ideas. His philosophy of life 

fit well with the generally conservative, independent 

people of the region. Although it might be argued that 

the political views and values Izzard espoused for decades 

already had a strong foothold in the region, one longtime 

Amarillo journalist said Izzard was a major factor in 

shaping the attitudes and opinions of the Panhandle that 

remained strong more than a decade after his last "From A 

To Izzard·· column. 1 

Izzard's writing showed a conservative bent, 

regardless of party. With many conservative Democrats in 

Texas during his career, Izzard did not always necessarily 

oppose Democrats. But to those who worked with him, there 

was no question what political party he preferred. ""He 

was a staunch Republican, and Tommy Thompson was a staunch 

Democrat," said Jeane Bartlett, Izzard's longtime 

secretary and later the AmarillQ_~lob~=New~ personnel 

manager. 2 Gene Howe, who also grew up in Kansas and who 

1 Mary Kate Tripp, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

2Jeane Bartlett, private interview, July 10, 1990. 
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had brought Izzard to Amarillo, had Republican ties, and 

Bob Izzard said there is no doubt his father was a 

Repu b 1 i can. 3 

The general perception for many years was that the 

morning Amarillo Dai~-N~~~. headed by Wes Izzard, was a 

conservative newspaper and that the afternoon Am~rillQ 

Globe-Times, headed by Thomas Thompson, was its more 

progressive counterpart. 4 Murl McCasland, a friend and 

golf partner of Izzard, said that for several years, he 

and Izzard often made trips to area towns to speak and 

that the topics usually involved conservative politics. 

McCasland said Izzard spoke as editor of the newspaper and 

that he spoke as president of the local Conservative Club. 

He said he and Izzar·d also felt a philosophical kinship 

with another friend, well-known Texas historian J. Evetts 

Haley, who was identified with strongly _conservative 

views. McCasland said a group of friends including 

himself, Izzard, Haley, Harold Dunn, Cal Farley and Gene 

Howe all were supporters of conservative causes.~ 

In addition to his columns, Izzard's conservatism was 

evident in other parts of his life. According to Jeane 

3 Bob Izzard, private interview, June 27, 1990. 

4 Bob Izzard, private interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

~Murl McCasland, private interview, July 11, 1990. 
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Bartlett, he carried his opposition to government welfare 

programs so far that he did not apply for Medicare 

benefits until long after his 65th birthday. ''He didn't 

believe in handouts," Bartlett said. 6 

Izzard was active in community cultural 

organizations, and in 1939 he wrote the script and lyrics 

for a musical presented by the Amarillo Symphony and the 

Amarillo Little Theatre. The play, "Coronado Jones: A 

Political Satire," poked fun at President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt's New Deal programs. In the final act, Izzard 

wrote: "In history Roosevelt's fame will lie/In two 

innovations we profit by/W.P.A., Mother-in-laws' 

Day/W. P. A., Mother-in-laws' Day. "7 

Amarillo reporter and columnist Bill Cox, who said he 

often disagreed with Izzard's political views, 

nevertheless termed Izzard "a fine polit_ical writer" and 

noted that Izzard's conservatism made him a strong 

opponent of President John F. Kennedy. Cox said Izzard 

"disliked federal interference and centralized 

6 Jeane Bartlett interview, July 10, 1990. 

7Script on file in Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum 
archives, Canyon, Texas. Izzard satirized Roosevelt by 
equating the president's Works Progress Administration 
(W.P.A.) with the Mother-in-Law Day that Amarillo 
publisher Gene Howe had created as a promotional event and 
which First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt had attended in 
Amarillo in 1938. 
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government. " He also said Izzard was "a John Birch PR 

man," referring to the John Birch Society, widely 

perceived as a right-wing, anti-Communist political group. 

Cox said he doubted that Izzard had a direct connection to 

the organization but that his writing sometimes could 

qualify as "public relations" for the group. 8 

Ben Ezzell, who began operating the weekly Can~~ian 

RecQ~~ in Canadian, Texas, in 1948, often disagreed with 

Izzard politically. I~xas_MQnt~ magazine credited his 

newspaper with being ''the first paper in the country to 

expose the ultra-right wing political organization," the 

John Birch Society, in the early 1960s. 9 

Ezzell. who termed the John Birch Society "a Nazi 

group," recalled attending a meeting of 25 to 30 Birch 

supporters at the Globe-News building. Ezzell said the 

group watched a filmed speech by Birch leader Robert Welch 

that claimed the U.S. government had been infiltrated by 

Communists and that consequently, the government had to be 

secretly undermined. Ezzell said he attended the meeting 

with Thomas Thompson of the Amarillo Globe-Times and Don 

Boyett. managing editor of the Am~llllQ_~a,ilY_News, and 

that afterward, they discussed their misgivings about the 

8 Bill Cox, private interview, July 31, 1990. 

9 "Ben Ezzell: Deadline in a Small Town." I!!xa.s._MQDtb.lx. 
March 1990, p. 105. 
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group. "But these guys' hands were tied, because their 

editor in chief, Wes Izzard, was in with this thing, he 

chaired the meeting," Ezzell recalled. 10 Ezzell said 

although Izzard was well aware that the political leanings 

of Ezzell, Thompson, and Boyett were not as conservative 

as his own, he was not uncomfortable with their presence. 

"We were all anti-Communists," said Ezzell, who also 

described himself as a liberal. Ezzell said although the 

Birch group made a point of keeping its membership secret, 

it was clear that Izzard had organized the meeting. 11 ~ 

Canadian Record published a story the next week alerting 

the public that such secret meetings were occurring. 12 

Whether Izzard was a member of the John Birch Society 

seems a moot point. His writing is evidence enough that 

he was strongly conservative, anti-socialist, and anti

Communist. His son Bob said Izzard was .a friend of Birch 

founder Robert Welch but that Izzard had "no connection" 

to the society. Bob Izzard said the society did not have 

a reputation as an extremist group until it was reported 

that Welch had called President Dwight D. Eisenhower a 

Communist. Bob Izzard said Welch told him in an interview 

10 "Ben Ezzell: Deadline in a Small Town, .. p. 162. 

11 Ben Ezzell, telephone interview, March 10, 1991. 

12 "Ben Ezzell: Deadline in a Small Town," p. 162. 
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in the late 1950s that he had called Eisenhower a 

socialist, not a Communist, because of Eisenhower's 

continuance of New Deal programs that Welch considered 

socialist.'~ 

Ezzell said Birch supporters at the meeting he 

attended included many Amarillo civic leaders, so the 

views being put forth were accepted by people perceived as 

respectable in the community. Ezzell conceded that 

conservatism has been commonplace in the region from its 

earliest history: "Wes reflected the politics of most of 

the Panhandle. I didn't. I was a thorn in the flesh. "14 

Ezzell was one of a handful of area newspaper editors 

who from time to time disagreed with Izzard in print. "We 

disagreed politically on almost everything," Ezzell said. 

He said if he and Izzard's disagreement could be called a 

feud, "it would have been an uneven feud. The Q.l..Q.Qe-News 

had a lot bigger soapbox. "HI 

Izzard's political views also drew criticism from 

H.M. Baggarly, editor of the weekly Tulia Herald, who 

Ezzell called "Mr. Democrat. "lb Beggarly, who thought 

nBob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

14Ezzell interview, March 10, 1991. 

':~Ezzell interview, March 10, 1991. 

'bEzzell interview, March 10, 1991. 
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Izzard had simplistic ideas that would not work in the 

modern world, often called the Amarillo editor "the Izzard 

of Was. "17 Ezzell jokingly ealled Izzard "one of the great 

19th century editors, '' 111 reflecting that he and Baggarly 

held the same view. About Izzard and Baggarly, Mary Kate 

Tripp said, "No two people could have disagreed more. "1" 

Other area editors known to have been frequent 

critics of Izzard's views were B.M. Nelson of Dimmitt and 

Ernest Joiner of Ralls.~ T.E. Johnson, editor of the 

Amarillo Times before it merged with the GlQbe, also 

clashed in print with Izzard, and Thompson later followed 

his less conservative lead with the Globe-Times. 21 

Although some of his detractors sometimes wrote 

directly about his views, Izzard "never replied to the 

attacks on him," Tripp said. 22 His son Bob said Gene Howe 

and Wes Izzard both followed the rule, "Under no 

circumstances do you recognize those who disagree with 

17A. G. Mojtabai, Blessed Assurance: At Home with the Bomb 
in_AffiarillQ~Texas (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1986), p. 191. 

111Ezzell interview, March 10, 1991. 

1"Tripp interview, Aug. l, 1990. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

~cox interview, July 1, 1990. 

22 Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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you. If they want their ideas in your paper, offer them 

space under their own name."~ 

As seen in previous examples from his columns, Izzard 

wrote under his own name of the evils of socialism and the 

benefits of the American system of free enterprise and 

individualism. In the latter part of his career, during 

the 1960s and 1970s, his unabashed patriotism and positive 

attitude were not the norm as they had been during World 

War II and as they would become again during the Reagan-

Bush years of the 1980s and 1990s. But his opinions 

remained steady. 

"He was an all-out patriot," said Bill Cox. Cox said 

Izzard's experience of having his son shot down during the 

war in 1944 was one factor that encouraged the editor's 

unwavering pro-American stance. 24 

Izzard also was attracted to the pioneer heritage of 

the Texas Panhandle and its code of self-reliance. He 

wrote the epilogue for a book of Amarillo history 

published in 1971. Izzard's final comments were: 

. . . The independence and ruggedness of 
frontier life are still deeply etched in the 
character of Our Town. While the individualism 
that has marked the building of Amarillo may 
fade as we are forced more and more into the 
political and social mainstream of America, we 

~Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

NCox interview, July 31, 1990. 

99 



l~ke to think that it will never entirely 
d1sappear. As long as Amarillo lasts may there 
remain among its citizens a few rugged souls to 
express this frontier heritage boldly and 
without compromise.~ 

Izzard was convinced that for individualism to 

thrive, government has to step back. He thought the 

Golden Spread was one of the last bastions of 

individualism in a country leaning closer to socialism. 

"From A To Izzard·· included such comments as: "Too many 

people want something for nothing, and a lot of them are 

getting it." "Most of us can take care of ourselves if 

only government will get out of the way." "No man has 

ever become a failure without his own consent. ":u 

Izzard published in his column in 1957 a story by an 

unknown author called, "A Fable for Our Time." The story 

told of a hot dog vendor who did not listen to the radio 

or read newspapers, so he was not aware ~he country was in 

a recession and continued advertising and successfully 

selling his hot dogs. His son, home from college, told 

him about the recession, so the man cut his production and 

quit advertising in order to reduce costs. His sales 

fell, and he told his boy, "You're right, Son. We 

certainly are in the middle of a big recession." At the 

~clara Hammond, ed., Ama~illQ (Amarillo, Texas: George 
Autry, Printer, 1971), p. 353. 

26Mojtabai, p. 191. 
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end of the story were the words, "(Moral: Never stop 

advertising. ) ":;.!
7 

In addition to the obvious encouragement to 

businesses to advertise, Izzard's interest in the story is 

another sign of his positive outlook. One observer wrote 

that Izzard's belief in positive thinking was synonymous 

with his often-used phrase, "hard-hitting Americanism. "28 

Certainly Izzard was an optimist, and one critic 

thought the optimism sometimes was blind: ''Wes Izzard's 

solitary hot dog vendor closes his ears to news from the 

outside and finds immunity from the prevailing economic 

recess ion. "2'9 Mary Kat.e Tripp said he "had an unrealistic 

view of some things, especially the weather. "30 

As Izzard's opinions on many issues paralleled those 

of many West Texans, so did his views on ethnic and 

religious groups. Although research int.o his columns has 

shown no examples of his thinking on those social issues, 

some of his co-workers said his position was clear. 

The society in which Izzard grew up did not yet 

assume that civil rights were for everyone. Many 

27 AmarillQ_;Qail:y_N~ws, Sept. 6, 1957, p. 1. 

28Mojtabai, p. 193. 

~Mojtabai, p. 222. 

30 Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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newspapers throughout the country refused to publish 

photographs of black people. Even The Associated Press 

wrote news stories that cast minorities in a negative 

light, such as a 1949 report that began with this lead: 

"A demented Negro barricaded himself in a hospital ward 

today and took potshots at deputy sheriffs trying to get 

him out. "~a 

It is not surprising that younger co-workers remember 

Izzard as showing racist tendencies in news judgment. 

Dennis Spies, who joined the Glob~-New§ staff in 1966 and 

spent 15 years on the copy desk, said an unwritten rule 

originating with Izzard was that no photographs of blacks 

would appear on the front page. Spies recalled instances 

when photographs of black athletes on sports pages were 

airbrushed to make Afro haircuts look more acceptable to 

West Texas readers. He said he remember.ed a wire story 

involving a group of Catholic nuns who were working in a 

project on an Indian reservation. Spies said the story 

had been placed on the front page but that when Izzard 

came into the newsroom to check the paper that night, the 

editor firmly told those responsible to remove the story 

from page one. ~2 

~a 6m~r:illQ_J2.~il:t_N~~§, J u 1 y 16 , 19 4 9 , P . 1 . 

nDennis Spies, private interview, July 11, 1990. 
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It is almost impossible to find documentation of such 

accounts, and if racist or anti-Catholic policies existed, 

they certainly were not recorded in written form. Bill 

Cox agreed with Spies' recollection, however, saying that 

although he remembered Izzard as a fine newsman, Izzard 

had "a shade of hypocrisy." Cox called him "a 

sophisticated racist" and continued, "It wasn't that he 

was an active racist, but there were just some things that 

didn't get covered. "33 

Mary Kate Tripp said she had little doubt that Izzard 

was "anti-Catholic" and that he discouraged placing 

stories about the Pope on the front page. She also agreed 

that Izzard opposed using photographs of black people, but 

she said in the latter part of his career, the newspaper, 

like most others around the nation, had dropped that 

restrictive unwritten policy.~ 

Izzard often alluded in his column to religious 

values, but only in general terms. Although he did not 

use newspaper space to promote his own denomination, it 

was a significant part of his life. Bill Cox said he was 

"a faithful believer."~ 

33 Cox interview, July 31, 1990. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

~cox interview, July 31, 1990. 
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Izzard's mother had met Mary Baker Eddy, founder of 

the Christian Science church, in Boston. Mrs. Izzard and 

her husband both embraced the Christian Science teachings 

and became "readers" in the church.:Jb Wes Izzard continued 

the tradition, and for many years he was a reader at First 

Church of Christ, Scientist, in Amarillo. He was 

influential in the church's drive to build its facilities 

at Georgia Street and Julian Boulevard in Amarillo.:s7 

"He spent as much time with that church as anything 

else in his life," said Bob Izzard. Christian Science 

beliefs fit well with Wes Izzard's philosophy of 

individualism, hard work, and free enterprise. "This 

religion has nothing against making money or working," 

said the younger Izzard. "And it emphasizes the idea of 

hope. ":se Christian Science no doubt had an effect on Wes 

Izzard's positive approach to writing and the ability he 

had to give hope to radio listeners during the Depression 

and World War II and later to readers of his column. 

:JbBob Izzard interview, June 27, 1990. Christian Science 
readers are church members who read aloud portions of 
Eddy's writings, the Bible, and Biblical interpretation. 
They are considered worship leaders and fill the role that 
is taken by "preachers" in other denominations. 

~Bob Izzard interview, June 27, 1990. 

:seBob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 
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Izzard also accepted the church's teaching that 

physical healing should come through prayer, not medicine. 

Although he sometimes went to the doctor, he avoided it if 

possible.n 

Although Izzard and H.M. Baggarly of Tulia were poles 

apart in their political views, the two editors did agree 

on Christian morality, said Mary Kate Tripp. Izzard "was 

puritanical in the area of ethics, and Beggarly was, too," 

she said.~ Beggarly has been characterized as a believer 

in Biblical truthS, 41 and Izzard often wrote about the 

value of traditional morality. 

Even in advising a young man about learning to write, 

Izzard suggested the Bible as a textbook. A 1952 column 

did not mention the Christian Science church, but Izzard 

pointed to the Bible's simple and lyrical writing style, 

the imagery of the Psalms, the poignant _story of Ruth and 

the powerful language of the closing of the Lord's Prayer. 

Izzard mentioned as "one of the most stirring passages in 

the whole gospel" the account of a beggar leaping and 

praising God after he was healed.~ 

;nSpies interview, July 11, 1990. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

41 Mojtabai, pp. 144-148. 

42 Am.arillQ_:D.ail:t:_N~~~, Apr i 1 12, 19 52, P. 1 . 
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Whether the healing story appealed to Izzard because 

of his Christian Science background or simply because of 

its drama is unknown. There is no question that although 

his journalistic sense of fairness kept him from pushing 

his own denomination on others, his belief in God helped 

form his view of the world. The last paragraph of the 

1952 column shows that Izzard considered the Bible a 

resource not only for Sundays, but for all of life, 

including writing: 

Read it. Listen to it in church. Approach 
it not in the spirit of rote and dogma, but with 
the freshness and enthusiasm of our young friend 
who, we trust, has found in the Bible a worthy 
textbook for his ambitions.~ 
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CHAPTER VI I 

THE PERSONAL SIDE 

As seen previously, Wes Izzard's demeanor in the 

office included both amiability and a lack of patience 

with incompetence. His personal lifestyle 1n many areas 

showed a dichotomy that seems on the surface to be 

conflicting. He was at once friendly and aloof, 

opinionated and appeasing, dignified and down-to-earth. 

He was educated and grew up in an urban setting but was 

immensely popular with uneducated, rural residents of the 

Golden Spread. 

Without exception, those asked about his personal 

habits mentioned his elegant appearance. Lubbock 

Avalanche-Journal editor Jay Harris recalled: 

He was not the typical journalist with a 
press hat, disheveled appearance, and a note 
pad. He was dignified, erect, trim, and 
impeccably dressed. His presence in a room was 
imposing. He looked, thought, and spoke well, 
and he took pride in that. 1 

Amarillo civic leader Mrs. Lee Bivins said, "He was 

an immaculate dresser. He was so neat and so 

aristocratic-looking. I always wondered why he didn't go 

on television. "2 Harry Bartlett., Am.arillQ_Gl~=.N~~.s 

1Jay Harris, private interview, July 19, 1990. 

2Mrs. Lee Bivins, telephone interview, July 27, 1990. 
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production manager, said, "He was dignified-looking, and 

his diction was perfect. I never saw him without a tie. "3 

Dennis Spies of the ~QQ~-N~~§. called Izzard "a natty 

dresser. He never had his collar open. "4 KGNC radio and 

television station manager Bob Watson called Izzard a 

"Beau Brummell, "s and Jeane Bartlett of the ~lQh~=N.~.s. 

said, ''He was a meticulous dresser. He was very 

particular about his appearance. "b Reporter and columnist 

Bill Cox said Izzard's dress and demeanor "reminded me of 

an English lord. "7 

Perhaps Izzard's personal appearance reflected his 

positive outlook on life and his belief in excellence. 

Certainly, his popularity among the common people of the 

region was not hurt by his refined style. The neatly 

trimmed mustache he wore in the latter part of his career 

and the bow ties he sometimes sported di_d not keep those 

who were less perfectly groomed from identifying with him. 

After Izzard's publicized trip to Europe in 1949, his 

photograph rarely appeared in the newspaper. Listeners 

3 Harry Bartlett, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

4Dennis Spies, private interview, July 11, 1990. 

5 Bob Watson, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

bJeane Bartlett, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

7Bill Cox, private interview, July 31, 1990. 
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and readers had only his voice and his printed word. But 

he remained highly visible, literally, through his 

frequent speaking engagements throughout the region, so 

much of the public was fully aware of his personal 

sophistication. 

In his newsroom role of editor, Izzard was reserved 

and maintained a social distance from subordinates. With 

the residents of the region, however, his smile, friendly 

voice, and interest in the people enabled him to avoid 

leaving the impression of a pompous or snobbish member of 

the elite. 

"He was a friendly person, " said Harry Bartlett. 

"But he did everything first class. When he traveled, he 

traveled well. "e Izzard enjoyed quality but did not have 

an ostentatious manner. The desk he used during his last 

years as Globe-News editor was wooden and stylish, but not 

ornate and much smaller than those of many editors or 

business executives. "His office was pretty simple, .. said 

Jeane Bartlett. "He did not have much on his walls. He 

wasn't the type to flaunt things ... ., 

Author A.G. Mojtabai, upon seeing Izzard's house in 

1983, wrote: 

8 Harry Bartlett interview, July 10, 1990. 

"Jeane Bartlett interview, July 10, 1990. 
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It was an unexpectedly modest house--red 
brick, small, with a green roof. A weathered 
gray Volkswagen stood in front. Izzard was 
great to many in Amarillo. I had assumed that 
his home would be grander. 10 

In other areas, Izzard also revealed a reluctance to 

glorify himself. Although he was a highly sought and 

well-known speaker throughout the region and was a 

seasoned radio commentator, he expressed modesty about his 

speaking skills. Bob Watson called Izzard "a marvelous 

speaker, "u but in a 1950 column, Izzard classified himself 

as an amateur speaker compared to former reporting 

colleague Tom Collins of Kansas City. He wrote that men 

such as Collins, who can make people laugh, "should become 

after-dinner speakers. The rest of us should let it 

alone. "12 Izzard's friend Murl McCasland said he tried to 

convince Izzard in his later years to publish a collection 

of Izzard's favorite columns. "He said .nobody would be 

interested," McCasland said. 13 

Mary Kate Tripp of the ~lQQe-New~ recalled: 

He was a tremendously gracious man. 
Personally, he was very kind. He always came 

10A. G. Mojtabai, Bl~~~d_A~~! .. U:.an~_A:Ltl2m~~i!Jl_t.ruLB.omb 
in_Am~rillQ~-T~~~§ (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1986), p. 190. 

11 Watson interview, Aug. l, 1990. 

12 Am.arillQ_:Q.ailLN~~§, Nov. 8, 19 50, P. 1 · 

13Murl McCasland, telephone interview, July 7, 1990. 
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off as charming to women. Personally, you just 
couldn't get mad at him. But the staff liked it 
when he went to APME (Associated Press Managing 
Editors conventions) or when he went fishing. 
He would come back in a good mood. 14 

Watson thought Izzard's cool manner with some 

employees simply was a matter of professionalism: 

He was serious-minded. He had little 
patience for incompetence or trivial matters. 
He was vitally interested in news as a business 
and in the news itself. l:5 

Jeane Bartlett said Izzard was a private person and 

maintained aloofness in professional situations but that 

"he had a real loud laugh if something was really funny. "16 

Sports columnist Putt Powell said Izzard had a dry sense 

of humor. Powell recalled a staff meeting at which Izzard 

surveyed the room and said, "You mean we pay all these 

people?"" Employee Betty Burgess answered, "'Not much." 

Powell said such a light approach was common for Izzard. 17 

Thomas Thompson wrote that in contrast to the often somber 

Gene Howe, Izzard and other editors would "split their 

sides" at a good joke in the newsroom. 111 

14Mary Kate Tripp, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

I:5Watson interview, Aug. 1. 1990. 

16Jeane Bartlett interview, July 10 , 1990. 

17Putt PowelL private interview, July 10, 1990. 

11 Thomas Thompson, North_Q!_E~lQ_DurQ~ _ _Turnstil~-S~ks 
Ag~inl (Canyon, Texas: Staked Plains Press Inc., 1984), 
p. 173. 
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Aside from those employees under Izzard who were the 

objects of his displeasure if he was not satisfied with 

their work, those who knew Izzard recall him as friendly, 

but not with an outgoing personality. ·· Wes was a very shy 

person," McCasland said. 1
" Garet Von Netzer, who began as 

a ~lQ~~=N~~~ sportswriter in 1970 and rose to become 

general manager, described Izzard as "kind and positive. "20 

Izzard's daughter, Marilyn Hildebrandt, said: 

He never was a perfectionist with us kids. 
Maybe he was with Bob because they both were in 
the same field and they were working together, 
but not with me. At home, Mother is the one who 
made us toe the line. Dad was pretty easy
going. 21 

Bill Cox said it seemed evident even to co-workers 

that Izzard's wife was a more strong-willed person than 

Izzard22 

The editor did have strong convictions. Tripp said 

he did not drink alcoholic beverages,~ and McCasland 

recalled, "You didn't tell risque stories around Wes 

Izzard. He was that type of person." Describing the 

1"McCasland interview, July 7, 1990. 

20Garet Von Netzer, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

21 Marilyn Hildebrandt, telephone interview, March 14, 1991. 

22 Cox interview, July 31, 1990. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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regular golf foursome he had persuaded Izzard to J01n, 

McCasland said: 

Wes wouldn't wager a dime on anything. I 
always said, "Wes, you don't ever have any fun. 
You don't gamble, and you don't drink, and you 
don't chase women. "24 

Izzard spent little time in groups where those types 

of activities were common. McCasland believed that in 

addition to a natural shyness, remaining journalistically 

objective was a motivation for Izzard to display caution 

in cultivating relationships. McCasland said: 

Wes was a man who didn't form confidential 
friendships. He was a newspaperman, and if he 
ever got on the side against you, he forgot that 
you were personal friends. Newspapermen, in my 
experience, have done that.~ 

McCasland said the golf foursome was "the nearest 

thing to a social club, or close friends, that Wes ever 

had. " He said the group would eat lunch together on 

Saturdays after a round of golf, and he recalled: 

The first thing we would do was to help Wes 
write his column for Monday. That foursome 
always gave him ideas and dominated his column. 
Then, when we got that fixed, we started in on 
Newton's sermon for Sunday morning.u 

~McCasland interview, July 7, 1990. 

~McCasland interview, July 7, 1990. 

:uMcCasland interview, July 7, 1990. "Newton" was the Rev. 
Newton Robinson, then pastor of First Christian Church in 
Amarillo. 
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Watson said Izzard had few close friends, but the 

station manager listed some, all ~lQQ~=~ew~ employees: 

oil editor N.D. Bartlett, columnist and publicist Mason 

King and business manager Grady Camp. 27 

Izzard may not have had close friends, but he had 

many. He was active in community projects and activities, 

including speaking to almost every community organization 

in Amarillo and the region. In addition to speeches, he 

represented the newspaper at many events, such as the 

annual luncheon in Amarillo for county Spelling Bee 

champions from throughout the Golden Spread. 

In 1968, he received the Cal Farley Award for 

speaking at seminars for young people.~ He was closely 

involved in the establishment of the Amarillo Little 

Theatre and participated in several productions. In 

addition to writing "Coronado Jones" in _1939, he wrote for 

many other plays and portrayed the hard-nosed editor in a 

1930s production of "The Front Page."~ 

He was both a writer and performer for many 

entertainment shows in the 1920s and 1930s, from a 

Salvation Army program in which he played "Love in Bloom" 

vwatson interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

~Ama~illQ_D~il~-N~~ and Am~rillQ_~lQh~=Tim~~. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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on the violin in the style of comedian Jack Benny to a 

radio quiz show broadcast from the State Theater. 30 At 

home, he often played the piano. 31 

Izzard was president of the Panhandle Press 

Association in 1942, president of the Amarillo Symphony 

twice in the 1930s and president of the Amarillo Study 

Club in 1965-66. He also was involved in the Panhandle 

Plains Historical Society, the Knife and Fork Club, the 

Kiwanis Club, and other groups. He was a founder of the 

Amarillo Club and a longtime member of Amarillo Country 

Club. 

For 36 years beginning in 1938, Izzard presented a 

brief news report, including the weather, at the noon 

meetings of the Downtown Kiwanis Club. He would give the 

news near the beginning of the meeting, rush back to the 

office to do his 12:30 p.m. radio broadc.ast, then return 

for the rest of the meeting.~ 

Izzard's wife Helen also was a busy community 

volunteer. She served in many organizations and for 

~watson interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

31 Hildebrant interview, March 14, 1991. 

~Am~rillQ_Dai~_N~~~ and Am~rillQ_~lQb~=Tim~s. Jan. 1, 
1975, p. 8-A. 
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several years worked eight hours a day as a Red Cross 

volunteer staff assistant. 33 

Izzard's interests were diverse. He enjoyed talking 

to other newspaper employees about music and books, and 

for light reading, he liked detective stories. 34 

Golf was one of his loves, and Putt Powell said one 

of Izzard's fondest memories was a visit during the 1949 

European trip to the historic Scottish golf course at St. 

Andrew's. McCasland said Izzard was an average golfer 

with a handicap from 17 to 20.~ Izzard followed most 

spectator sports closely and kept special watch on the 

University of Illinois, his alma mater.~ 

He took advantage of the outdoors opportunities of 

Palo Duro Canyon, sometimes spending a full day or more in 

the canyon with a bow and arrow during his early years.~ 

He later took annual fishing trips with Gene Howe and 

other Globe-News employees. Tripp said he would return to 

work sunburned after fishing excursions.~ 

33Hildebrandt interview, March 14, 1991. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

~McCasland interview, July 7, 1990. 

~Powell interview, July 10, 1990. 

37 Am~rillQ_~ih_N~~~ and Am~r i llQ_g_lQb~- Tim~.§., Jan· 1 , 
1975, p. 9-A. 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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In the last two decades of his career, Izzard and his 

wife led several ~lQ~~=M~~~-sponsored tours of Europe and 

other vacation spots, a duty later passed on to "Cotton" 

John Smith, a former newspaper reporter who had become 

KGNC radio and television farm and ranch director. 3" 

Almost every day, Izzard and his wife took a trip to 

the Silver Grill, a well-known cafeteria in downtown 

Amarill0. 40 During Izzard's radio days, Helen picked him 

up each night after his newscast, and the family would 

have dinner. Marilyn said she enjoyed many "nice perks" 

as the daughter of such a popular personality but that it 

sometimes was frustrating "to have your dinner interrupted 

by four or five different people coming over to talk to 

Wes Izzard. "41 

The Izzards ate most of their meals in restaurants. 

In later years, Izzard and his wife were. seen often at the 

Colonial Cafeteria and at Frey's Pancake House. 4:: 

Marilyn said the dinner excursions were not the end 

of her father's hectic day: 

He had to go back and check the morning 
paper every night. About 8 o'clock, he would go 

~Bob Izzard interview. Oct. 19. 1990. 

~Jeane Bartlett interview. July 10, 1990. 

"
1Hildebrandt interview, March 14, 1991. 

uLaEuna Caldwell, private interview, Dec. 18, 1990. 
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back and check th~ "bulldog" edition, then he 
would come home around 10:00.~ 

Marilyn left Amarillo for college in 1948, was 

married and remained in Albuquerque, New Mexico, so she 

was not closely involved on a day-to-day basis with her 

father in her adult years. Bob followed his father's 

footsteps into radio news and became an Amarillo celebrity 

as a television news anchor. 

Because Bob lived most of his adult life in Amarillo, 

he was able to take care of both of his parents in their 

last years. Mrs. Izzard died on February 3, 1982, the 

couple's 60th wedding anniversary. Izzard had endured 

several years of bad health in which he was unable to 

write. Failing eyesight left him also unable to read, 

certainly a huge loss for a man so married to the written 

word. Izzard persistently continued to spend a few hours 

a day at the office until shortly before his death on 

August 6, 1983." 

43Hildebrandt interview, March 14, 1991. 

44 Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1991. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

CONCLUSION 

More than 13 years after his last column and more 

than seven years after his death, Wes Izzard still was a 

household name to people over age 35 who had lived in the 

Amarillo region most of their lives. The Amarillo Globe

News, however, had gone in another direction. The days of 

personal columnists such as Gene Howe, Thomas Thompson, 

and Wes Izzard were over. Columns remained, but no 

personality was identified closely with the newspaper as 

those men had been. Morris Communications, the Augusta, 

Georgia, company that had bought the paper from the 

Whittenburg family in 1972, did not encourage personal 

journalism. 1 The one exception was in sports, where Putt 

Powell continued his "Putting Around" and "Short Putts" 

columns after beginning to write for the paper in 1930. 

After 60 years on the sports pages, Powell retained the 

personal touch in sports that his fellow columnists had 

used so well in news. 

Izzard's name was too entrenched to go away, however. 

When Managing Editor Dennis Spies wrote about the pleasant 

autumn weather of the Texas Panhandle in the qlQ2~=Times' 

"Bulletin Board" column, it was almost obligatory that he 

1 Mary Kate Tripp, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 
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mention Izzard's past interest in that topic. 2 As late as 

1991, Powell praised a radio station's new format by 

writing, "Kudos: KIXZ, Magic 940, for playing the great 

music of the past. WES IZZARD would have been a big 

supporter. ":s 

In a 1990 memo addressing means to achieve better 

coverage of the region, News Editor Bill Knox of the 

This was done in the past with personal 
journalism and diligent news coverage. We 
cannot duplicate the personal journalism of Wes 
Izzard, but we can learn from the principles 
that made him (and therefore the newspaper) 
successful in the area: His column was a 
visible fixture on the front page every day 
except Sunday and Monday. His column head 
identified the Amarillo paper as much as the 
flag. The column contained mention of a lot of 
names, places and events throughout the area. 
He promoted the area. His rare criticism and 
satire seldom were aimed at people, places or 
things in our area. Some thought he was corny 
(which he was sometimes), some disliked him 
(because of his politics), but most. loved him. 
All read him. 4 

Charles A. Guy, who was as closely identified with 

the Lubbock newspaper as Izzard was with the Globe-News, 

had retired soon after Morris Communications bought the 

2Am~rillQ_GlQb~=Iim~~. Oct. 16, 1990, p. 1-A. 

:sAmarillQ_llailY_N~~~. March 15, 1991, p. 1-D. 
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thought" discounted the importance of personal journalism, 

but in a 1979 interview, he said he believed it still had 

a place: 

I believe that the success of a newspaper 
is built around the personality of the editor. 
He might be hated or might be loved, but he must 
be highly respected. To reach the ultimate in 
success, financial or otherwise, it (the 
newspaper) had to have a personality.e 

Jay Harris, who became editor in Lubbock after Guy 

retired, said Guy and Izzard were good examples of the 

"era of personal journalism" and that "they played it to 

the hilt. "b Guy had told a convention of Oklahoma 

newspaper editors in 1938: 

... the paper which reflects the personality 
of its editor is the most successful still. 
You need newspaper "uumphh." No newspaper is 
what the men who make it think it is. It's what 
the readers think it is. 7 

Howe and Izzard also had grasped that concept of 

pleasing the reader. Perhaps one reason for Izzard's 

popularity is that he believed in Howe's motivation: 

Gene Howe wanted to get close to the people 
and discover what newspaper men had been trying 
to figure out for generations: what readers are 
interested in. He had a phobia about that. 
That was the only thing that mattered to him so 

:~Freda McVay, "Charles A. Guy: The Paradoxical Plainsman·· 
(Master's thesis, Texas Tech University, 1979), pp. 93-94. 

6 Jay Harris, private interview, July 19, 1990. 

7 McVay, p. 98. 
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far as the newspaper was concerned: what do 
people talk about~ 

A major factor in Izzard's success was the 

identification many residents of the region had with him. 

That bond came from his reassuring, neighborly style on 

the radio, his positive treatment in "From A To Izzard" of 

the city and region, his conservative political views that 

coincided with the views of many West Texans, and the fact 

that through the years, most of his listeners and readers 

had met him or had heard him speak at least once. His 

speaking engagements throughout the Golden Spread gave 

people a chance to see the easy-going modesty with which 

he conducted himself. His wide knowledge of the world and 

his dignified appearance, however, gave him the advantage 

of being perceived as not only accessible, but 

authoritative. 

Izzard's constant coverage of the region, its people, 

and its events gave him such familiarity with his audience 

that the attraction was mutual. As his son recalled, 

Izzard felt a duty to accept speaking invitations because 

he saw himself as "their newsman. "" Bob Izzard said his 

father believed "Amarillo is nothing without the area" and 

8 Wes Izzard, interview with David Nail, June 25, 1971, 
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University. 

"Bob Izzard, private interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 
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that "If there is no prosperous farmer in Clayton, New 

Mexico, then there can be no tractor dealer in Amarillo. "10 

Bill Cox of the GlQQ~=N~ws said, "I think Wes melded 

the area with the term, tGolden Spread.' He pushed 

togetherness in the Texas Panhandle. ··u 

Izzard's radio commentary is cited often as a great 

builder of confidence during a period when Amarillo and 

the region were growing, and his encouragement had special 

impact during the hard times and uncertainty of the 

Depression and World War II. Cox noted the irony in a man 

who never was a personal success financially but who gave 

confidence to others who built the region's business 

base. 12 

Author A.G. Mojtabai wrote that "Gene Howe was the 

voice of Amarillo in the days of boom and bust. Wes 

Izzard belonged to the more moderate tim~s of steady 

growth. "13 Putt Powell's assessment follows that line of 

thinking. Powell said Howe was a "strong, opinionated 

columnist. He would take chances. Wes Izzard was a lot 

10Bob Izzard interview, Oct. 19, 1990. 

11 Bill Cox, private interview, July 31, 1990. 

12Cox interview, July 31, 1990. 

13A.G. Mojtabai, Blessed_A~suranQ~~_ht_Home_~ith_th~_liQmQ 
in_Am~~illQ~-I~xas (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1986), p. 190. 
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more conservative in his views. He didn't go out on a 

limb like Gene Howe did. "1 4 

Howe had begun the tradition of positive writing and 

promotion of local causes. Izzard did likewise, although 

his approach was more precise and reasoned than the 

flamboyant writing of Howe's "Old Tack." 

Izzard and Charles A. Guy, whom Jay Harris called 

"the two most widely known newspaper editors in this 

region,·· had many similarities, but they differed in the 

type of influence they exerted on their communities. 

Harris said I~zard was not as influential in building 

Amarillo as Guy was in building Lubbock. "There was more 

told money' in Amarillo, which gave them more stability, 

but they weren~t very open to new blood like Lubbock was~ 

Harris said. While Guy was active as a member of 

decision-making bodies such as the Lubbock school board 

and had many personal financial investments in his city~ 

Izzard's community involvement was in the direction of 

philanthropic and cultural organizations. 15 

Howe, like Guy, was more closely involved in 

community decisions. "Wes had some influence on the 

movers and shakers in Amarillo, but not like Howe did," 

14Putt Powell, private interview, July 10, 1990. 

15Harris interview, July 19, 1990. 
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recalled Mary Kate Tripp. 16 Izzard's influence came 

directly through his writing. 

Criticism of Izzard's career focuses on his views of 

minority groups, his political stance, and the very 

optimism that attracted many of his listeners and readers. 

Mojtabai summarized the positive philosophy of Izzard and 

many West Texans with sarcasm: "Close your eyes, shut 

your ears, and push ahead with your own fixed vision of 

things, and you' 11 do just fine. Stick to your island. "17 

Much criticism seems to be based simply on agreement 

or disagreement with Izzard's political views. Ben 

Ezzell, a self-professed liberal, said Izzard "was not one 

of the great thinkers. "18 Murl McCasland, a strong 

conservative, called Izzard "a deep thinker. "1
" 

Although Izzard did not express it in his writing, he 

was widely perceived among his co-worker.s as having bias 

against blacks, Catholics, and other groups. If he had 

such prejudice it cannot be condoned, but it certainly 

was a common attitude among people of his generation, both 

16 Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

17Mojtabai, p. 193. 

~Ben Ezzell. telephone interview, March 10, 1991. 

1"Murl McCasland. private interview. July 11. 1990. 
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educated and uneducated, in the southern and southwestern 

United States. 

Undeniably, Izzard's rating among listeners and 

readers was high. His name was mentioned from time to 

time by both Republicans and Democrats as a potential 

candidate for office. 20 "From A To Izzard" was a topic of 

conversation throughout the region each day. ''His column 

was absolutely must reading, " said Bob Watson. 21 Mary Kate 

Tripp said: 

It had a tremendous influence on the 
thinking of people in the Panhandle. Part of 
our conservative bent can go right back to Wes 
Izzard and that column every day. He set the 
political tone for the Panhandle that has 
carried through to this day.n 

Regarding the political philosophy of the region, 

Ezzell said, "Wes probably reflected it as much as he led 

it. But he was influential, because he had the daily 

newspaper, and he used it."~ 

Izzard wrote a column in 1969 about a man who had an 

engineering degree but had chosen to live alone in the 

mountains of Idaho. Izzard viewed that lifestyle as 

escapism and wrote: 

~Tripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

~Bob Watson, private interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

nTripp interview, Aug. 1, 1990. 

uEzzell interview, March 10, 1991. 
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The real hero of this age is the man who 
stands and meets the problems of his world head 
on and tries to whip them . . . Who holds a job 
and pays his debts and raises a family and does 
what he can to leave his neighborhood and his 
town a better place than he found it. 24 

That passage reflects Izzard 1 s philosophy and perhaps 

also his contribution to Amarillo and the Golden Spread. 

He took advantage of the forums to which he had access 

and~ through radio and writing, gave his adopted home a 

sense of well-being and confidence. Throughout his 

career, he exhibited quiet confidence and modesty in his 

accomplishments. His advancement to the top of Amarillo 

journalism could be described with a statement by Charles 

DeMorse, a pioneer Texas newspaperman: "The place must 

seek the man, not the man the place. "2:1 

Izzard was fortunate to come to Amarillo at an 

opportune time. He proceeded through a life of accurate, 

fair, professional and personal reporting~ editing~ and 

writing. That career, equally successful in print and 

broadcasting, perhaps was marked most significantly by the 

mutual trust between him and the public. Putt Powell 

reflected: 

24Am~rillo_~~il~-N~~~. June 26, 1969, p. 1-A. 

:z:sErnest Wallace, "Charles DeMorse, A Biography" (Master's 
thesis, Texas Technological College, 1935), p. 3. 
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He was just the right man in the right 
place ... He hit it just right with the 
newspaper and the growth of Amarillo, and he hit 
it just right with the starting of radio news . 
. . . But I've never seen a guy capture the people 
like he did. They just had confidence in him.u 

Powell said the trust placed in Wes Izzard was built 

starting with the early days as a news reporter: 

When he had handled it and put his byline 
on it, everybody just had all the confidence in 
the world in him. They just knew that was 
right, because it had his name on it. I don't 
think anybody will ever recapture that. 27 

upowell interview, July 10, 1990. 

vpowell interview, July 10, 1990. 
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APPENDIX: RADIO TRANSCRIPT 

Gene Howe, publisher of the Amarillo Daily News and 

the Am~rillQ_GloQ~. included the following in his column, 

"The Tactless Texan," in the ~lQQ~ on September 6, 1944. 

The excerpt features a transcript of part of a radio 

broadcast by Wes Izzard: 

The Man Upstairs 

So many requests have been made that The_Ne~s-Glob~ 

publish certain comments made by Wes Izzard, over the 

radio, the night following the receipt of a letter from his 

boy who had been reported missing in action but who is now 

back with his command. They are as follow~: 

"In conclusion this evening, I should like to talk 

just a moment about our fighting airmen. Throughout the 

land are thousands of anxious mothers and fathers and wives 

whose sons and husbands have been reported missing in 

action. There are other grief-stricken loved ones who have 

received that terribly final telegram--tkilled in action.' 

Words cannot temper anxiety nor soften grief. 

"But I have talked to many fliers, and most of them 

-particularly those who have been in combat--have developed 

a vision, a calm conviction, that is foreign to us of 

lesser horizons. They have discovered The Man Upstairs. 
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He is easier to see and to talk to when one is in the 

heavens, free of the shackles of earth. Many a flier who 

returns from a brush with death pays reverent tribute to 

The Man Upstairs. 

"And as for those who do not come back, at least we 

know this: They were doing what they wanted more than 

anything else to do. They had packed into their brief life 

span a dozen ordinary lifetimes, because they saw bluer 

skies and wider horizons than we earthbound mortals can 

ever hope to see. And they would not have us grieve, 

because they, too, had grasped the hand of The Man 

Upstairs. 

"For those anxious loved ones who, perhaps for months, 

have waited and hoped for the return of one whose name is 

still in the 'missing in action' column, there should be 

comfort. Daily these men are reporting 'here,' and they 

will continue to do so even after the war's end. Perhaps 

it has been months, but remember, to The Man Upstairs there 

is no time. Time is a human concept. The Man Upstairs 

deals only in eternity. And to Him, one war theater is the 

same as another, because He is everywhere. 

"That boy of yours, that husband of yours, trusted The 

Man Upstairs. We can do no less. And may many more of 

you, before very long, have the occasion to be as humble, 

and as grateful to The Man Upstairs, as I am tonight.·· 
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