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PREFACE 

George Washington "Wash" Jones career spanned several 

important historical eras. During his life, Jones opposed 

Texas secession from the Union, fought in the Civil War, and 

served as lieutenant governor of Texas. He was one of a 

handful of Greenbacks in Congress, and he was often labeled 

an "economic radical." Jones's career is important to study 

because it is an example of the ongoing dissent that existed 

in the South against the Democratic party and dominant 

political beliefs. 

Jones moved to Texas in 1848 and settled in Bastrop, 

where he became district attorney. When the Civil War came, 

Jones initially opposed secession. After Texas joined the 

Confederacy, Jones enlisted in the 17th Texas Infantry, 

eventually commanding the unit. 

During Reconstruction, Jones became a delegate to the 

Texas Constitutional Convention of 1866. Later that year, 

he was elected lieutenant governor of Texas, serving under 

Governor Throckmorton before being removed as "an impediment 

to Reconstruction." 

After an unsuccessful independent campaign for Congress 

in 1876, Jones won election as a Representative from Texas• 

Fifth Congressional District, with support from the 

Greenback party. Jones narrowly won reelection in 1880. 

The Greenback party in Congress was not that effective, 

because of its small representation. 
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After deciding not to run for reelection to Congress, 

Jones continued to dissent from the Democratic Party in 

Texas by announcing he would be an independent candidate for 

Governor in 1882. Jones headed the fusion movement that 

sought to win the support of independents, dissatisfied 

Democrats, Republicans, and African Americans. Receiving 

more votes than any other non-Democratic candidate from 1870 

to 1894, Jones still could not defeat John Ireland. Jones 

ran again two years later as an independent candidate, 

losing again to Ireland. 

Jones again returned for one last dissent in his long 

career of opposition to the Democratic party (and parties in 

general) when he ran for Congress in 1898. With support 

from the Populist Party, Jones ran unsuccessfully for a seat 

in Congress against Albert Sidney Burleson. Jones died 1n 

1903. 

While preparing this thesis, I incurred a debt to many 

whose guidance helped this project along: Dr. Alwyn Barr, 

who first suggested the topic, patiently guided the project 

until its conclusion. Any merit in this paper is due to 

his guidance; Dr. Paul Carlson, who made many helpful 

suggestions; Mrs. Joan Weldon, who graciously agreed to 

type this thesis; and lastly, the staff of the Southwest 

Collection, who were always courteous and helpful about 

my many requests for material. 
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CHAPTER I 

EARLY LIFE 

George Washington Jones was born on September 5, 1828 

in Marion County, Alabama to William D. C. and Rachel 

Burleson Jones. 1 The Jones' family, which had immigrated 

to America before the Revolution, eventually moved to 

Tennessee, where Jones grew up. Political dissent seemed to 

run in Jones's family, as Jones was named for his uncle, 

George Washington Jones of Tennessee. The elder Jones 

served in the Tennessee House of Representatives from 1835-

1839 and the State Senate from 1839-1841. He then won 

election as a Democrat to Congress form 1843 to 1859.2 The 

elder Jones had acquired the sobriquet "Objection Jones" and 

became well-known for "growling r-e-g-u-1-a-r o-r-d-e-r from 

his nook in the southeast corner" during his service in 

Congress. 3 He also was named as a delegate to the peace 

convention of 1861, but failed to attend and instead worked 

for secession in Tennessee. The elder Jones served 

1walter Prescott Webb and H. Bailey Carroll, eds., The 
Handbook of Texas, 2 vols. (Austin: Texas State Historical 
Association, 1952): 924. 

2Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-
1971 (Washington: United States Government Printing Office, 
1971), 1203; Bastrop Advertiser, July 18, 1903. 

3Fred Harvey Harrington, "The First Northern Victory," 
The Journal of Southern History 5 (May 1939): 190. 
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Tennessee in the First Confederate Congress from 1862 to 

1864. He died in 1884. 4 

After the younger Jones and his family decided to leave 

Tennessee, they settled in Texas during 1848. The site of 

their migration turned out to be near Alum Creek in Bastrop 

County, Texas., Jones called Bastrop his home until his 

death in 1903.5 

By the time he turned twenty-one, Jones began the study 

of the law under the prominent Bastrop attorney, Colonel 

Phil Claiborne. Apparently, Jones learned the law quickly 

because he became a member of the Texas bar in 1851 and 

began his law practice in Bastrop that same year. 6 

Political ambition began early in Jones's life. By the 

time he turned twenty-five, Jones decided to run for 

political office. Jones determined to win a seat in the 

Texas State House of Representatives. Jones's opponent in 

the election was one of the heroes of San Jacinto, Jesse 

Billingsley. The incumbent Billingsley narrowly defeated 

the brash young Jones, but only by eighteen votes. The 

campaign provided a foreshadowing of Jones's ability as a 

first-rate campaigner, as well as a signal of a "changing of 

4Biographical Directory, 1203. 

5navid G. Robinson, Historical Research at the George 
Washington Homestead, 41BP86, Bastrop County, Texas, 
Technical Series 11 (Austin: Texas Archeological Research 
Laboratory, University of Texas at Austin, March 1989), 6. 

6Ibid.; Bastrop Advertiser, July 18, 1903. 
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the guard" in Bastrop. 7 Considering the fact that Jones 

had lived in Bastrop barely five years, the near success of 

his campaign was indeed remarkable. 

As he continued to practice law in Bastrop, Jones also 

made many friends. The campaign honed his aratoria! skills. 

As one resident of Bastrop wrote: "He was a lawyer of great 

ability, and a forceful speaker."B Jones also became 

active in civic organizations, joining the Independent Order 

of Odd Fellows, who elected him an officer in 1854. In 

1855, Jones formed a law partnership with Elijah J. Petty.9 

Later that year, Jones, on August 1, 1855, married Ledora 

Ann Mullin of neighboring Fayette County. Jones paid $1,000 

for a plot of land, on the outskirts of Bastrop, which he 

used to build a two-story house for his new bride.lO Jones 

was not without his vices, as one resident of Bastrop 

remembered, "he was addicted to drink--the spree kind."ll 

7Robinson, Historical Research, 6; Kenneth Kesselus, 
History of Bastrop County, Texas, 1846-1865 (Austin: 
Jenkins Publishing Company, 1987), 41. 

8Mollie McDowall, Memoirs of Mollie McDowall (Mary Ann 
Nicholson), ed. by Ethel M. F. Smith (Austin: The National 
Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of 
Texas, 1978), 44. 

9Kesselus, History of Bastrop, 49; Norman D. Brown, 
ed., Journey to Pleasant Hill: The Civil War Letter of 
Captain Elijah P. Petty, Walker's Division, C.S.A. (San 
Antonio: Institute of Texas Cultures, 1982), xi. 

lORobinson, Historical Research, 7; Webb and Carroll, 
Handbook of Texas, 924; Kesselus, History of Bastrop, 106. 

llMcDowall, Memoirs, 44. 
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At that time in Bastrop, two parties struggled for 

control of the county. The traditionally strong Democratic 

party faced a challenge from the newer Know Nothing (or 

American) party. Jones actively served the Democratic 

party. Members of the Democratic party in Bastrop County 

held a political rally at the courthouse on November 17, 

1855, where Jones addressed the crowd after "being loudly 

called for." The speech was "thrilling and original" and 

Jones "received loud and long applause. ul2 

The two parties' search for power culminated in the 

race for the district attorney's office in 1856. When he 

won the Democratic nomination on the first ballot, Jones 

gave a speech in which he denied having "either sought nor 

desired the nomination. ulJ Jones then ran against the Know 

Nothing candidate, Alex Chalmers. Riding the strength of 

the Democratic party and his own personal popularity, Jones 

defeated Chalmers and became the Bastrop County district 

attorney. 14 

During Jones's tenure as district attorney, his 

reputation continued to grow. "When Wash Jones was trying a 

case in court, school would not keep. Every boy went to the 

12Kesselus, History of Bastrop, 160-161. 

13 rbid., 162. 

14 rbid. 
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court-house." Jones put his house to good use, often 

speaking to supporters and friends from his balcony. 15 

A twentieth century research project at Jones's 

homestead in Bastrop revealed documents relating to his 

legal business, as well as two others related to sectional 

politics. The first document, although frayed substantially 

from the gnawing of rates, turned out to be an obscure 

periodical that strongly championed the abolitionist cause 

and the destruction of slavery. Since all abolitionist 

publications were illegal in Texas, the appearance of such a 

document raises many interesting questions. Lest one get 

the idea that Jones became a closet abolitionist, another 

document found in Jones's house referred to the impending 

election of 1860 and urged its readers to consider the 

merits of secession. 16 Apparently, the documents in 

Jones's house are a testimony to his open-mindedness, or at 

least to his ability to consider more than one side of a 

question. 

Jones served only one term as district attorney before 

leaving office to run for a seat in the Texas Senate. The 

election of 1859 came at a time when many Texans experienced 

changes in party loyalties. Events accelerated rapidly and 

other Texans began to call for secession from the Union. 

15McDowall, Memoirs, 44. 

16Robinson, Historical Research, 7, 25-26. Both 
documents in very poor condition, could not be identified. 
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The race for the governorship in 1859 demonstrated the 

turmoil of the times. Sam Houston decided to shake up the 

states' rights wing of the Democratic party when he launched 

an independent campaign for governor. Houston's platform 

endorsed the Constitution and pledged support of the 

Union. 17 George Washington Jones found himself in the 

position of supporting the Democratic party, even though he 

greatly admired Houston. While campaigning for his Texas 

State Senate seat, Jones used his oratorical ability to 

defend the Democratic party. In a political rally held at 

Lockhart in Caldwell County, Jones debated Colonel Jack 

Wilcox over the merits of the gubernatorial candidates. 

Wilcox, who supported Houston, had the "sympathies of the 

audience, particularly the ladies, who were out in large 

numbers." Wilcox praised Sam Houston as a man who would be 

remembered by history and poked fun at the regular 

Democratic nominee, incumbent Hardin R. Runnels, by 

referring to him as "little Dickey Runnels," much to the 

delight of the crowd. Jones responded by saying that Sam 

Houston was indeed a great man. Houston had removed himself 

from the Democratic party, however, and therefore should not 

be supported by Democrats. Jones predicted that "Dickey 

Runnels" would defeat Houston by "over nine thousand votes." 

The speech of Jones was: 

17Rupert Richardson, Ernest Wallace, and Adrian 
Anderson, Texas: The Lone Star State, 3rd ed. (Englewood 
Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1970), 183-184. 
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. . . one of his masterly efforts in support of 
himself for the State Senate, and also advocating 
the entire Democratic ticket. On that day he well 
sustained his reputation as one of the ablesfi 
debaters and best informed men in the state.l 

Ironically, Jones's stance as a defender of the Democratic 
,-... ,.. 

party would be in stark contrast to his reputation later in 

life. 

The second attempt by Jones to win a state office also 

ended in failure. Jones lost to E. D. Townes of neighboring 

Travis County because of "an anti-Democratic wave. "19 The 

prediction by Jones that Runnels would defeat Houston proved 

wrong, as Houston beat Runnels by almost 9,000 votes. 

Apparently, Houston's personal popularity and the hasty 

action of the state rights leaders combined to give Houston 

his last political victory. 20 Despite Houston's victory 

and his best efforts, events in Texas rapidly accelerated to 

a showdown over sectional conflict and secession. 

Several events occurred to cause the pace of conflict 

to speed up. First, John Brown raided Harpers Ferry, 

Virginia, in an attack against slavery. Second, Juan 

Cortina, who seized and held the border city of Brownsville 

for several days, raised fear in many Texans who responded 

by questioning the benefit of a Union that could not protect 

l8Francis R. Lubbock, Six Decades in Texas: Memoirs of 
Francis Richard Lubbock, ed. by C. W. Raines (Austin: Ben 
C. Jones, 1900), 252-254. 

19Kesselus, History of Bastrop County, 163. 

2°Richardson, Texas, 184. 
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its citizens and borders. Another issue of the day involved 

the raids of Native-Americans on the frontier counties. The 

frontier counties complained that the United States Congress 

would not pay for troops or reinforcements on the border. 

Lastly, the inability of the U.S. House of Representatives 

to elect a Speaker led to a situation of "tension and 

stress. " 21 Any hope of Texans viewing the situation 

rationally disappeared with the outbreak of fires and fears 

of slave revel ts in the summer of 1860.22 

As the presidential election of 1860 neared, Texas 

seemed to be in the grasp of the extremists. At the Texas 

State Democratic convention in April of 1860, the states' 

rights leaders gained complete control of the party. They 

believed they had the right to "withdraw" from the Union. 

The platform hinted that the election of a Republican 

president would spell the end of the Union. The Texas 

delegation to the national Democratic convention in 

Charleston strongly backed the concerns of the slaveholders. 

The Texas delegation and seven other Southern states 

withdrew when Stephen A. Douglas held firm on his stance of 

popular sovereignty in the territories. The Northern 

Democrats nominated Douglas, while Southern Democrats 

21walter L. Buenger, Secession and the Union in Texas 
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1984),. 46-47. 

22Billy Don Ledbetter, "Slavery, Fear, and Disunion in 
the Lone Star State: Texans' Attitudes Toward Secession and 
the Union, 1846-1861" (Ph.D. diss., North Texas State 
University, 1972), 205. 
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convened in Baltimore and named the current vice-president, 

John Breckinridge, as their nominee. Much to the chagrin of 

Southerners, the Republican party nominated Abraham Lincoln 

and adopted a resolution that stated slavery could not 

legally exist in a terri tory. 23 

The Union seemed to be in peril. A new party emerged 

on the scene composed of Southern Unionists who took the 

name the Constitutional Union party. A group of Sam 

Houston's friends decided that he was the man to save the 

Union. Meeting at the famous San Jacinto battle ground on 

April 21, 1860, the group urged Houston to run for 

president. Among the group that urged Houston to run was 

Jones, who attended the convention and served as one of its 

vice-presidents. 24 More than anything else, Jones desired 

that Texas stay in the Union and avoid war. He believed 

Houston the only man capable of achieving that. The 

platform stated, "General Sam Houston as the Peoples' 

candidate for the Presidency, assured that his devotion to 

the Constitution and the Union, his illustrious life, and 

great public services" made him the ideal candidate for 

president. The platform called for "all conservative men" 

to "unite with us in crushing out every species of 

23Richardson, Texas, 184-185. 

HErnest Winkler, Platforms of Political Parties in 
Texas (Austin: University of Texas Bulletin, no. 53, 1916), 
85. 
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fanaticism ... 25 Unfortunately for Houston, he did not 

receive the nomination. John Bell of Tennessee gained the 

nomination on the second ballot while Edward Everett of 

Massachusetts was seen as his running mate. Houston did not 

have any bitter feelings about his defeat and campaigned for 

Bell in Bastrop County in October, as did Jones.26 

As the presidential election of 1860 approached, many 

Texans began to fear a Republican victory. Ordinary events 

that would have gone unnoticed in a normal year became 

magnified in the summer of 1860. Texans blamed fires in 

North Texas, probably caused by heat, on abolitionists. In 

all parts of the South, the press exaggerated the situation. 

Fear of slave revolts and a disruption of race relations 

continued to receive headlines in the press. Southerners 

who did not support Breckinridge were labeled as traitorous 

by some. By October, when the Republicans appeared to be on 

the verge of winning the election, the other parties 

concentrated on defeating Lincoln, rather than winning 

election for their own candidate. The memories of 

Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, Clay, and Webster were 

invoked in a vain attempt to save the Union. 27 

The worst fears of Southerners came true when Abraham 

Lincoln won the election to become the sixteenth president 

2Srbid. , 86-87. 

26Kesselus, History of Bastrop County, 174. 

27Buenger, Secession, 55-59. 
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of the United States. While Lincoln received no votes in 

Texas, Douglas received only 410. The Southern Democrat 

Breckinridge received three times the vote of Constitutional 

Unionist Bell in Texas, 47,548 to 15,463.28 

To George Washington Jones, the election of Lincoln 

meant only one thing: that Texas would probably secede from 

the Union. Despite the efforts of Jones and men like him, 

events in Texas rapidly accelerated. Jones and Unionists 

like Houston, John Hancock, and J. W. Throckmorton argued 

that the South would be better off in the Union than out of 

it. The secessionists grew stronger day-by-day. Houston 

refused to call a convention on secession, but supporters of 

withdrawal organized one. The convention voted on the 

question of secession, and by a vote of 152 to 6, proposed 

an ordinance that "the State of Texas should separately 

secede from the Federal Union." The ordinance would be 

submitted to the voters of Texas on February 23, 1861. 29 

Each county in Texas would vote on whether or not to secede 

from the Union. In Bastrop, Jones "fought vigorously 

against secession. u30 

Secession could only be legitimized in Texas if the 

state voted yes on the secession question. By the time 

February 23 approached, secessionist forces had killed any 

28Richardson, Texas, 185. 

29rbid. , 185-186. 

3°Kesselus, History of Bastrop County, 181. 
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chance of Texas staying in the Union. Those who favored the 

Union appealed to the Constitution, the flag, and the 

country. A basic requirement to live in the South had 

become acceptance of slavery, and very few people questioned 

its necessity. The fact that six other states of the lower 

South had already left the Union legitimized secession in 

the minds of many Texans, who felt that Texas would join 

these other Southern states in a Union of their own. People 

who might have had cooler heads in calmer times began to be 

swept up in the secessionist frenzy. As historian Walter 

Buenger has written: 

Consensus then became a new force in the 
secession crisis; the fear of physical assault, 
the herd instinct, a need to hold opinions whose 
legitimacy was well established, an unwillingness 
to be cast in the role of traitor, a lack of 
alternative role models, and a fondnesfl for 
action, not reflection, swayed Texans. 

Men like Jones at least tried to stop the secessionist tide. 

In spite of threats and a growing sense of a new 

Confederate nation, Unionists continued to dissent in their 

campaign against secession just before the last days prior 

to the vote. George Washington Jones, an "ardent Unionist," 

did what he could to keep Texas in the Union. 32 The county 

of Bastrop had equal numbers of lower southerners, upper 

southerners, and German immigrants. Bastrop had always had 

a strong opposition party loyal to Sam Houston and was close 

l1Buenger, Secession, 158-161. 

32Robinson, Historical Research, 7. 
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enough to be influenced by the pro-Unionist stance of many 

in nearby Austin. Since he was well-known in Bastrop, Jones 

used his influence to speak "forcefully" for his cause. 33 

Despite the influence of Jones and other unionists, 

Texas voted overwhelmingly for secession, 46,129 to 14,697. 

Ten counties near Austin, including Bastrop, voted against 

secession, as did several counties in northern Texas. For 

the most part, heavy slaveholding counties voted massively 

for secession. 34 Bastrop County, partially because of 

Jones's great ability as an orator, narrowly rejected 

secession by a vote of 352 to 335, barely 51 percent of the 

vote. 35 Despite the best efforts of Jones and men like 

him, Texas soon became a member of the Confederate States of 

America. Trying to keep Texas in the Union became the first 

great dissent of Jones's life. 

Jones then faced a rather serious question about his 

future. Should he remain loyal to the Union or should he 

pledge support to the new Confederate government? Many men 

in Texas faced the same dilemma. Jones and many others 

decided they would follow their states, even if they 

believed them to be wrong. As historian James Marten 

writes: 

33Buenger, Secession, 173-174. 

34Richardson, Texas, 189. 

35Buenger, Secession, 6 7. 
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Their Unionism was a condition of their 
southernism, and although their ideals lodged them 
solidly between the proverbial rock and a hard 
place, they could not turn their energies against 
home and kin. Their state and region needed their 
talents and experience, and they naturally tftok 
their places as leaders and public servants. 6 

Jones and the rest of the nation waited anxiously to see 

what would happen next. 

The Civil War began with the firing on Fort Sumter on 

April 12, 1861. That ignited the Confederate cause of the 

call for volunteers rose throughout the nation, including 

Bastrop. "Volunteer military companies were organizing 

everywhere. Men and boys were enlisting for the Southern 

cause. "37 Jones did not believe in secession, but went 

along with his friends. "It is a foolish undertaking, but I 

will fight it out with my people." 38 To do his part, 

"Colonel Wash Jones raised a volunteer company of Bastrop 

boys. All were [sic] excitement and enthusiasm. "39 The 

day came in Bastrop when Jones's company displayed their 

colors. As one resident of Bastrop remembered: 

On a never-to-be forgotten day, the Bastrop 
volunteers, under the command of Col. Wash Jones, 
were drawn up on the campus of the Military 
Institute. Colonel Jones receivec L~e flag in the 
name of the volunteers. His speech was such as 

36James Marten, Texas Divided: Loyalty and Dissent in 
the Lone Star State, 1856-1874 (Lexington: The University 
Press of Kentucky, 1990), 33-34. 

37McDowall, Memoirs, 50. 

38Jones quoted in Robinson, Historical Research, 7. 

39McDowall, Memoirs, 50. 
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only Wash Jones could make. 
afterwards that the Colonel 
pres~nted the flag; he knew 
not. 

Mrs. Jones told me 
shed tears when 
what war meant; I did 

Jones initially enlisted in the Confederate army as a 

private, but later raised a company which was assigned to 

the 17th Texas Infantry Regiment. Jones then won promotion 

to the rank of lieutenant colone1. 41 Colonel R. T. P. 

Allen received a command in Virginia but was reassigned 

because of his unpopularity with his men. Allen's 

reassignment found him leading the 17th Texas Infantry.42 

The 17th Texas Infantry saw no major action in 1862. The 

regiment was assigned to John G. Walker's Division and saw 

action in Louisiana in 1863 and 1864. 43 

Elijah P. Petty, Jones's law partner and friend, served 

with Jones in the 17th Texas Infantry. Petty frequently 

wrote home from his regiment, often mentioning Jones. 

Petty, stationed at Camp "Bush Whack" (near Tyler), wrote to 

his wife on September 23, 1862 and discussed the morale of 

the troops: 

If we just had a Colonel to suit us we would 
do fine service. The Col question is between us. 
I don't want it made public but Col Allen grows 
more detestable to the regiment every day. He 

40 Ibid., 50-51. 

HMarcus J. Wright, camp., Texas in the War, 1861-1865, 
ed. by Harold B. Simpson (Hillsboro, Texas: Hill Junior 
College Press, 1965), 107. 

42Kesselus, History of Bastrop, 211-212. 

Bwright, camp., Texas in the War, 164. 
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hasn't 50 friends in the regiment. The other 
night the boys concluded to give Col Jones a 
serenade by way of showing Col Allen unmistakably 
what they thought of him. By mistake they went to 
Col Allen's tents and yelled for Jones. Jones not 
being there did not appear .... Finally a few 
weak voices cried for Allen but in an instant it 
was overwhelmingly drowned with Jones, Jones, etc. 
Some of the boys who had found Jones tent now 
raised a yell and thn crowd poured down there. 
Jones made a speech. 

With such an unpopular commander, morale must have been low. 

In the same letter, Petty wrote his wife that "Wash Jones 

will remain at Tyler for some time as Commander of the Post. 

He has sent for his wife and will carry her on with him ... 45 

February 8, 1863 found the regiment in Camp Mills, 

Arkansas. Petty felt fine but "Wash Jones has been unwell 

for some time though he is going about and attending to his 

duties." Four days later, "Wash Jones is still puny though 

about. u46 Jones's friends called him "Wash," a nickname he 

would have the rest of his life. 

The first major battle in the western theatre for the 

17th Texas Infantry and Jones came at Miliken's Bend in 

Louisiana. As part of a plan to relieve Vicksburg, 

Confederate General John C. Pemberton asked E. Kirby Smith, 

commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department, 

to attack and destroy Federal supply lines from Miliken's 

Bend to New Carthage. Smith told General Richard Taylor 

44Brown, Journey to Pleasant Hill, 81-84. 

45 Ibid., 84. 

46Ibid., 137-138, 140. 
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(brother-in-law to Confederate President Jefferson Davis) to 

move up the Tensas River and disrupt Union General U. S. 

Grant's line of communications. Walker's Division 

reinforced Taylor and on June 6, 1863, arrived near 

Richmond, Louisiana. Confederate troops including Walker's 

Division fought from "hedge to hedge and ditch to ditch, 

through briars and tie-vines that made a regular military 

advance almost impossible." Driven back from one levee, 

Union troops regrouped at the second levee, where resistance 

hardened. The battle of Milikens's Bend featured one of the 

first uses of African-American troops, who fought hand-to-

hand with the Confederates. Confederates successfully drove 

the Federals to the riverbank, only to be checked by Union 

riverboats. General Taylor had ordered Walker to drive 

Federal troops from Miliken's Bend before they could escape. 

Instead, Walker chose to remain behind with his reserves and 

ordered a retreat back toward Richmond, despite orders from 

Taylor to move to Duckport and Young's Point. 47 A soldier 

who served in the 17th Texas Infantry under the command of 

"the tactician Colonel R. T. P. Allen, assisted by his 

indefatigable Lieutenant Colonel Wash Jones," and 

47war of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official 
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 128 vols. 
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1880-1901), Series 
I, Volume 24, part 2, 453-470; John D. Winters, The Civil 
War in Louisiana (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 
Press, 1963), 198-201; Joseph T. Glatthaar, Forged in 
Battle: The Civil War Alliance Black Soldiers and White 
Officers (New York: Free Press, 1990), 131-135. 

17 



participated in the battle of Miliken's Bend, remembered the 

action: 

After firing a volley at the enemy, we were 
ordered to charge them with the bayonet. Without 
stopping to reload, the troops on the left of the 
road rushed upon the enemy. The enemy gave away 
and stampeded pell-rnell over the levee, in great 
terror and confusion. Our troops followed after 
them, bayoneting them by hundreds .... Dend 
bodies were found lying in every direction. 

The first hand account of the battle appears overly 

optimistic when compared to the actual casualties. 

Confederate losses in the 17th Texas Infantry amounted to 

twenty-one killed, including one officer, sixty-five 

wounded, and three rnissing. 49 Taylor, after blaming the 

failure of the campaign on his subordinates, including 

Walker, gave up his campaign and went back to Alexandria. 

Walker's troops were ordered to remain in the area. 50 

Just before the battle of Miliken's Bend, Petty wrote 

his daughter on June 1, 1863, that he could "hear the guns" 

of Vicksburg. Petty concluded by writing, "Wash Jones wants 

you to tell his wife that he is well, that he left his paper 

in his trunk and hence can't write. " 51 Nevertheless, Jones 

soon saw his wife in person when he went horne on sick leave 

48Joseph P. Blessington, The Campaigns of Walker's 
Texas Division (New York: Lange, Little, and Co., 1875), 
96-97. 

49official Records Armies, 453-470. 

5°winters, Civil War in Louisiana, 202. 

51Brown, Journey to Pleasant Hill, 232. 
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August 19, 1863, for a short visit before returning to his 

regiment. By this time in the war, clothing began to wear 

thin. The only common feature among the uniforms was their 

need for repair. 52 Petty expressed his concern in a letter 

to his daughter in October of 1863: 

My Confederate gray pants are completely worn 
out. The cloth was rotten and scarcely worth any 
thing. Col Jones got his fine gray Confederate 
coat burned nearly up a night or two ago. His bed 
caught on fire and burned his bedding and coat and 
shoes pretty badly. It will take more than Irvins 
liniment to heal the wounds. 53 

After the battle of Miliken's Bend, Jones took command 

of the 17th Texas Infantry, as Colonel Allen was 

reassigned. 54 As commander, Jones faced many important 

decisions. The men had disliked Allen because he was too 

severe, whereas Jones won praise for the leadership he 

exhibited. One of the soldiers who served under his 

described Jones as "the grandest man I ever saw, both in 

battle and in camp." Another found him "a man with a kind 

heart. He often walked while some wounded or footsore 

soldier rode his horse. At night he bent over the sick and 

wounded while others slept. "55 Jones showed his serious 

52B. P. Gallaway, The Ragged Rebel: A Common Soldier 
in W. H. Parsons' Texas Cavalry, 1861-1865 (Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 1988), x; Brown, Journey to 
Pleasant Hill, 348. 

53Brown, Journey to Pleasant Hill, 273. 

54Ibid., 362. 

55soldiers quoted in Kesselus, History of Bastrop, 212. 
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nature when the situation was appropriate, as Petty related 

to his wife in a letter dated February 16, 1864. 

We had quite a row in Camp last night. Some 
of the men thought to have some fun burying some 
beef that was too poor to eat and so set out with 
the beef with horns, pans and etc all beating and 
ringing and created quite a general excitement. 
Col Jones got mad and ordered all under arrest. 
Some 50 were arrested when nearly every body got 
mad and something serious was apprehended. When 
Col Jones found out that it was no disrespect 
intended for him but was only for a little fun he 
had the men released but th~re is much murmuring 
and discontent in the camp. 

A little while later, Petty wrote to his wife that "Col 

Jones is in fine health and loves to play cards as much as 

ever. " 57 By April, the 17th Texas Infantry would be 

engaged in more battles. 

The third of April 1864 found Walker's Division 

marching in the direction of Mansfield, Louisiana, to take 

part in the Red River campaign. Eventually the division 

camped four miles north of Mansfield and remained there 

until April 7. The battle of Mansfield began on April 8. 

Arriving near Mansfield in the early morning, General Walker 

readied his division for battle. At 11 a.m., General Taylor 

ordered Walker to advance and engage the enemy. The 

Confederates outnumbered the Federals, as much of Banks' 

army had yet to arrive. As soon as the Confederate left 

flank attacked, Taylor ordered the right flank, which 

56Brown, Journey to Pleasant Hill, 324-325. 

57 rbid., 377. 
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included Walker's division, to attempt to break the rear of 

Banks' army. The division charged across the field. 

Meanwhile, the attack on the left succeeded in driving the 

Federals from the field. Walker's Division succeeded in 

making the First Indiana battery give up a strategic 

position on a ridge. It drove federal troops back two 

miles. The battle of Mansfield became an impressive 

Confederate victory. Union losses totalled 2,235 out of 

about 12,000 engaged troops. The Confederates lost about 

1,000 men, killed or wounded. Banks decided to retreat to 

Pleasant Hill. 58 

General Taylor ordered General Walker to pursue the 

Union troops. On route to Pleasant Hill, Walker's Division 

met a group of Union prisoners being escorted by Confederate 

General Thomas Green. The prisoners, numbering from 300 to 

400, were Zouaves, known for extravagant dress. Many 

soldiers quipped that "Lincoln was filling up his ranks with 

women," but Texas troops "had too much honor to fight 

women. "59 

The humor demonstrated by the Confederates no doubt 

relieved the stress they had gone through, but they soon 

58Ludwell Johnson, Red River Campaign: Politics and 
Cotton in the Civil War (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins 
Press, 1958), 128-145; Robert L. Kerby, Kirby Smith's 
Confederacy: The Trans-Mississippi South, 1863-1865 (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1972), 301-307; Winters, 
Civil War in Louisiana, 340-347; Brown, Journey to Pleasant 
Hill, 387-399; Gallaway, Ragged Rebel, 84-88. 

59 Blessington, Campaigns, 19 3. 
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went through more. The Confederates arrived in Pleasant 

Hill, a small town in Louisiana with about 200 residents, at 

noon. As Walker's men had just marched forty-five miles in 

two days, they felt extremely fatigued. Therefore, the 

officers allowed them two hours to rest before they would be 

called into battle. Both sides had about 12,000 troops 

available. Walker received orders to attack the Union left 

flank, where his division found itself in a fierce fight in 

the woods near Pleasant Hill, and losses were heavy. The 

division made several charges, but the Federals repulsed 

them all. Walker's troops fell back to the low ground and a 

ditch, which they defended. The battle became so confusing 

that at times Confederates shot at each other. The 

Confederate army seemed in disarray. The 17th Texas 

Infantry lost 16 dead, 35 wounded, and 60 missing. Union 

troops captured Jones and 247 men. 60 One of the soldiers 

killed at the battle of Pleasant Hill was Elijah P. 

Petty. 61 

After a quick exchange, Jones served a short time doing 

guard duty in Natchitoches before rejoining his regiment. 

Late in July, Walker's and Polignac's divisions received 

orders for east of the Mississippi River, with Walker's men 

60Johnson, Red River Campaign, 155-162; Kerby, Kirby 
Smith's Confederacy, 307-309; Brown, Journey to Pleasant 
Hill, 399-411; Winters, Civil War in Louisiana, 348-355. 

61Brown, Journey to Pleasant Hill, 412-413. 
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stationed near Harrisonburg for a month. 62 The move across 

the Mississippi proved extremely unpopular with Walker's 

Division. Morale sunk to an all-time low and desertions 

soared. The low morale also resulted from the replacement 

of the popular General Walker by General John Forney. 63 

August found Forney's division (formerly Walker's) marching 

to Arkansas, where it arrived in September. On September 

27, 1864, Jones received promotion to colonel by Special 

Order No. 78, issued at Monticello, Arkansas. 64 

In the Winter of 1864, Forney's Division stayed at Camp 

Magruder, close to Minden, Louisiana, where it remained 

until late January, 1865. The month of February found the 

division at Shreveport, where the men often staged fake 

battles for the amusement of spectators. On February 21, 

Forney's men moved to Natchitoches, where they remained 

until March 6, when they went to Huntsville, Texas. The 

division arrived at Camp Groce (near Hempstead) on April 15, 

six days before Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox. 

Lee's surrender caused massive desertions. Confederate 

General E. Kirby Smith surrendered all Confederate troops 

62rbid., 435-436. 

63william R. Geise, "The Confederate Military Forces in 
the Trans-Mississippi West, 1861-1865: A Study in Command" 
(Ph.D. diss., University of Texas, 1974), 243. 

64Brown, Journey to Pleasant Hill, 362. 
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west of the Mississippi, effective June 2, 1865. 65 The 

American Civil War was over. 

After the war ended, George Washington Jones returned 

to his home in Bastrop. Jones, though initially opposed to 

the war, had provided the Confederate States of America with 

valuable service. In part through the efforts of Jones and 

the 17th Texas Infantry, Federal troops did not overrun 

Texas. While most men returned from the war to ordinary 

private lives, Jones spent most of the rest of his life in 

the public eye, serving Texas in a variety of ways. 

65Ibid., 437-447. 
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CHAPTER II 

RECONSTRUCTION AND THE LIEUTENANT 

GOVERNORSHIP 

Out of the ashes that the Civil War left, most 

Southerners sought to rebuild their lives. Most Texans 

who were lucky enough to return from the war contented 

themselves with going on with the rest of their lives. 

Some Texans had other responsibilities, including George 

Washington Jones. Jones's efforts in this period of his 

life included drafting a new Constitution for Texas and 

serving the state as its Lieutenant Governor. Jones 

actively served the Democratic party. 

Reconstruction in Texas officially began on June 19, 

1865, when 1,800 federal troops under the command of General 

Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston. Granger, acting under 

the authority of President Johnson, issued orders that all 

slaves were free and that laws passed in Texas since 

secession were null and void. 1 The first part of 

reconstruction in Texas lasted from June 19, 1865, until 

President Johnson declared an end to reconstruction in Texas 

on August 20, 1866. Andrew J. Hamilton served as 

!Jesse Dorsett, "Blacks in Reconstruction Texas" (Ph.D. 
diss., Texas Christian University, 1981), 5; Rupert 
Richardson, Ernest Wallace, and Adrian Anderson, Texas: The 
Lone Star State, 3rd ed. (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1970), 206; Charles Ramsdell, 
Reconstruction in Texas (Austin: University of Texas Press, 
1910), 39-40. 
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provisional governor of Texas during this period. In 

accordance with President Johnson's wishes, Governor 

Hamilton called for an election of delegates to a 

constitutional convention. The convention met on February 

7, 1866.2 

The Constitutional Convention had much work to do, 

while caucuses of delegates also nominated tickets for state 

elections. As early as 1865, the Galveston Daily News found 

that the endorsements of Jones were of "no ordinary 

character" and that Jones had "strong support" for the 

governorship. 3 Many in Bastrop agreed with the News. In a 

letter signed by the "Grand Jury of Bastrop County," the 

writers listed seven reasons why Jones would make a good 

governor. First of all, "Col. Jones has grown among us," 

and "Texas has made him." Secondly, the writers claimed to 

have never known "a man so quick and effective in sustaining 

right, and vindictive in denouncing wrong." Another factor 

in Jones's favor was that he "is a self-made man." Fourth, 

Jones would make a good governor because he "is without 

blemish. As a lawyer "he has few superiors at any bar." 

Best of all, Jones "has never been a politician," and he 

"deeply scorns the tricks of the demagogue." Another reason 

concerned Jones's ability to reject "any temptation 

2Ramsdell, Reconstruction, 55-84. 

3Galveston Daily News, March 14, 1865; Ernest Winkler, 
Platforms of Political Parties (Austin: University of Texas 
Bulletin, No. 53, 1916), 95-99. 

26 



offered." Lastly, Jones "holds the language that he intends 

to sacrifice everything, even life, rather than stop short 

of independence, that Independence which is forced from the 

enemy, and not begged in compromise."4 Jones did not 

become governor, but the letter demonstrated the strong 

support he held, at least in his own county. 

In order to attend the constitutional convention, one 

had to be elected. Jones won election on a platform that 

opposed civil rights for African Arnericans. 5 The group 

that made up the Convention included an odd mix of Unionists 

and secessionists. Unionists like John Hancock and I. A. 

Paschal, faced such secessionists as ex-governor Runnels and 

0. M. Roberts. In the middle of these groups stood 

moderates like J. W. Throckmorton and Jones. These men had 

been Unionists before the war but served the Confederacy.6 

The moderates tended to gravitate toward the Democratic 

party because of their anti-African American views and the 

opportunities in the party were greater for a politician. 7 

The delegates assembled in Austin on February 7, 1866, 

"pursuant to the Proclamation of His Excellency, A. J. 

4Galveston Daily News, March 14, 1865. 

5Ernest Wallace, Texas in Turmoil: The Saga of Texas, 
1849-1875 (Austin: Steck-Vaughn Company, 1965), 169. 

6carl Moneyhon, Republicanism in Reconstruction Texas 
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1980), 232. 

7John P. Carrier, "A Political History of Texas During 
Reconstruction, 1865-1874" (Ph.D. diss., Vanderbilt 
University, 1971), 29. 
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Hamilton," for the purpose of "electing Delegates to a 

convention" in order to "alter or amend the constitution of 

the state."8 Jones nominated Throckmorton, who became the 

president of the convention. 9 

Although only thirty-eight at the time of the 

convention, Jones already had accumulated an estimated 

personal wealth of $19,000. 10 The convention featured a 

number of prominent Texans who would play an important part 

in the future life of George Washington Jones. Men such as 

E. J. Davis, D. C. Giddings, John Hancock, John Ireland, and 

A. B. Norton all served as delegates to the convention. 

Jones received appointment as a Teller and to the Committee 

on the Condition of the State, as well as the Committee on 

Privileges and Elections, which he served as chairman. 11 

The task that faced the delegates of the Constitutional 

Convention proved to be a daunting one. The state of Texas 

faced many problems, among them racism, violence, 

lawlessness, and old loyalties to the Confederacy that would 

BJournal of the Texas State Convention, Assembled at 
Austin, February 7, 1866, Adjourned April 7, 1866 (Austin: 
The Southern Intelligencer Office, 1866), 3. 

9John c. McGraw, "The Texas Constitution of 1866" 
(Ph.D. diss., Texas Technological College, 1959), 110-111. 

lOMoneyhon, Republicanism, 232. 

11Journal, 3-6, 12-13, 30. 
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not die. 12 One of the major questions of the convention 

concerned ab initio, or when the ordinance of secession took 

effect. The majority report of the convention accepted 

constitutional supremacy and declared the ordinance of 

secession to be "annulled and of no further effected. ulJ 

Jones believed the majority report to be in error because it 

suggested that the southern states had been out of the Union 

and thus became merely territories. Ironically, the fact 

that the majority report left the question of when secession 

took place unanswered had unintentionally aligned it with 

such northern congressional leaders as Thaddeus Stevens and 

Charles Sumner, who also believed that the Southern states 

should be territories. Jones urged acceptance of ab initio 

and with some other men issued a minority report. 14 The 

minority report found in the U.S. Constitution "no warrant 

of authority for the act of secession, either by express 

recognition or by implication, as a reserved right of the 

states." Thus, the minority report could "come to no other 

conclusion than that the act of secession was a nullity from 

the beginning." The majority report erred because it 

"virtually asserts that the secession ordinance, and laws 

enacted under it, have a legal existence, and are rightfully 

12wal ter T. Chapin, "Presidential Reconstruction in 
Texas, 1865-1867" (M.A. thesis, North Texas State 
University, 1979), 25. 

13Journal, 7 9. 

Uchapin, "Presidential Reconstruction," 63. 
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of forces up to this time. To this we cannot yield our 

assent." Jones and five other former Unionists, including 

A· B. Norton, signed the document .15 

The convention dealt with many important issues, most 

notably the status of the African American. Although the 

convention acknowledged that slavery did not exist any 

longer, it refused to approve the Thirteenth Amendment, 

arguing that it had already been ratified. The convention 

nullified all the state debt accumulated during the war.16 

Prior to the adjournment of the convention, a majority of 

delegates chose the designation of "Conservative Union 

Party." Throckmorton received their nomination for the top 

of the ticket, while Jones, "at the insistence of the 

secessionists" received the nomination for lieutenant 

governor. 17 Party members saw Jones's nomination as an 

"olive branch," or source of unity, which resulted in only 

four dissenting votes. The nomination later became 

unanimous, with only one delegate, T. N. Waul of Gonzales, 

bolting because he preferred someone else to Jones. 18 

The nominations of Throckmorton and Jones for governor 

and lieutenant governor were skillfully calculated for a 

15Journal, 79. 

16Moneyhon, Republicanism, 35-41. 

17carrier, "A Political History," 90. 

18claude Elliott, Leathercoat: The Life of a Texas 
Patriot (San Antonio: Standard Printing Company, 1938), 
121-122. 
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purpose. By nominating two Unionists who had also fought 

for the Confederacy, the Conservative Union Party covered 

all the bases. The party could claim loyalty and appeal to 

both the Unionists and the secessionists. Anyone who 

questioned the qualifications of either man would be 

considered a rabid secessionist or a radical Republican. 

Opposing the Conservative Union party would be a party 

calling itself the Union party. The Union party urged no 

"radical restructuring of Texas society." Instead, the 

Union party formed because of the doubts they felt over the 

actions of the convention. The Union party believed 

secession null and void from the beginning, as well as in 

the supporting of the federal government. Most of all, the 

Union party claimed it alone could quicken the pace of 

reconstruction. 19 The Union party offered its top slot to 

A. J. Hamilton, the current governor, but he declined. 

Instead, a new ticket, headed by ex-governor Elisha M. Pease 

and Ben H. Epperson, became the party's nominees. Epperson 

would not allow himself to be on the ticket, however, partly 

because of his friendship with Throckmorton. Livingston 

Lindsay took Epperson's place on the ticket. 20 

When the campaign began Jones did his part to get 

himself and Throckmorton elected. The strategy that the 

Conservative Union party used proved to be a clever one. By 

19Moneyhon, Republicanism, 42-43. 

20Ramsdell, Reconstruction in Texas, 108-109. 
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their continuous attacks on the Unionists as Radicals and 

their appeal to the Confederate veteran vote, the 

conservatives effectively captured the center in Texas 

politics and forced the Unionists on the defensive. 21 

Jones used this strategy throughout the campaign. Speaking 

in his hometown of Bastrop, Jones attacked the Radicals in 

the convention, saying "they said we were never out of the 

Union, and yet would deny us all our rights in the Union." 

Accusations of fence-sitting were common against the Union 

party. "They declared themselves in favor of the President 

and Congress, when it was beyond all question that they 

could not support both," Jones charged. Worst of all, Pease 

"had voluntarily declared he would be in favor of negro 

suffrage." To the former Confederates in the audience, 

Jones wondered what would be written on the Confederate 

monument about to be constructed. "Would they [the Union 

party] have a huge mass of rocks piled together, and on the 

smooth surface of one have written: 'Here lies the 

Confederate rebels and traitors?'" Jones asked. Such a 

structure could not stand, because "the God of battles would 

frustrate their purposes." Jones concluded his speech by 

reminding voters he "was not a voluntary candidate," and by 

21chapin, "Presidential Reconstruction," 86; Carrier, 
"A Political History," 95; Moneyhon, Republicanism, 44-47. 
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warning of the dangers to all if Texans should elect Pease 

governor. 22 

With the exception of the Southern Intelligencer, most 

Texas newspapers supported the ticket of Throckmorton and 

Jones. In a typical statement the Houston Telegraph 

endorsed Jones, who "has filled no public place, into which 

he was not thrust by the choice of his friends." Reminding 

its readers of Jones's prior service to the Confederacy, the 

Telegraph thought Jones would make a good lieutenant 

governor because he possessed "all the practicable common 

sense of his distinguished uncle," and he "is known by all 

to be an uncompromising advocate of President Johnson's 

policy of restoration." Best of all, Jones had "no sympathy 

with the policy which would retain the South in a condition 

of territorial vassalage." Jones would be a sure winner "if 

the highest order of intellect with an unselfish devotion to 

the interests of the whole people are still regarded as 

requisites for high position" in Texas. 23 

The platform of the Conservative Union party featured 

three key elements. First, it opposed speedy elevation of 

the African American to political equality with the white 

man. Second, it opposed "Radical" Republican programs in 

Congress. And last, it favored cooperation with President 

22Galveston Daily News, June 7, 1866. 

23Houston Telegraph, quoted in the Dallas Herald, May 
16, 1866. 
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Johnson. The campaign went smoothly, and a majority of 

white voters received Throckmorton and Jones well. The 

Republicans still disagreed with some actions of the 

convention.24 While Throckmorton opposed African American 

suffrage, Pease, although agreeing that African Americans 

did not deserve all the privileges of citizenship, favored 

granting the right to vote to those who could read and 

write. Pease's supporters claimed that the Conservatives 

remained disloyal and wanted to rid the state of all Union 

men. Sensing defeat, Pease's supporters aligned themselves 

with the Congressional Republicans in hope of delaying 

conservative control of Texas. 25 

In June of 1866, Texas voters went to the polls to 

select men for statewide offices and to vote on the 

constitutional amendments. Jones defeated Lindsey 48,908 to 

8,714. Throckmorton beat Pease 49,277 to 12,168. 26 Many 

factors combined to give the Conservative Union ticket a 

huge victory, including fear of African American equality 

and confiscation of property, dislike of congressional 

Republicans, as well as the support of Confederate 

veterans. 27 

24Elliott, Leathercoat, 122-126. 

25Moneyhon, Republicanism, 42-49. 

26Galveston DailY News, August 14, 1866. 

27carrier, "A Political History," 100-101. 
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On August 9, 1866, George Washington Jones was 

inaugurated as the tenth Lieutenant Governor of Texas. In 

his inaugural address, Jones spoke of his concerns to the 

audience of "senators representatives and fellow citizens." 

With but little experience in public affairs, 
it would be with exceeding diffidence that I 
should, in prosperous times, undertake to perform 
the duties of Lieutenant Governor. But in view of 
the extraordinary circumstances surrounding us 
... it is with the profoundest sense of the 
obligations devolving upon me that I am about to 
accept the trust so generously bestowed by my 
fellow-citizens. 

Jones then turned to the favorite subject of the day, the 

Civil War and its aftermath. By 1861, "our people" seceded 

because ''they thought they were acting in the interests of 

liberty. They were honest and patriotic. They could have 

no other motive." Secession and the war came, "but few 

thought of the consequences that might ensue." Secession 

"was the siren's voice, luring to destruction--but few 

supposed that the only danger to our peculiar institution 

was to be encountered in the measures than being devised for 

its preservation." Reminding the audience that he and 

others had "beheld the real danger, and sought to avert 

impending evil," and for their troubles, "their patriotism 

[was] doubted." The "conduct in Cabinet and field attests 

[to] the purity of their motives and vindicates their 

devotion to the South." Unfortunately, the situation 

changed. "There were some amongst them, whose conduct, 
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especially since the close of the hostilities, has been 

deplorable in the extreme." Jones continued: 

The man who adhered to the Union during the 
war, may justly claim to have been equally honest 
and patriotic with those who supported the 
Southern Confederacy. It may be that he loved 
none the less, but merely wisely. But it is 
difficult, nay impossible, to conceive an apology 
for him, who, with heart unmoved by the 
afflictions of the people, now demands revolution, 
in order that they may be subjected to further 
humiliation and sorrow. 

The conclusion of Jones's speech hit upon a theme that would 

mark the rest of his career in public service: 

But remembering the past, only for the 
lessons of wisdom which it affords for our future 
guidance, let us, in a spirit of fraternal accord, 
discard whatever remains of party pride and 
prejudice. Tempering present zeal with the wisdom 
of experience, let us apply ourselves to living 
issues, forgetting, as far as may be, one's self 
and party, in devotion to our common country. 
Invoking the spirits of our Revolutionary Sires, 
let us, on this solemn occasion, renew with the 
"Goddess of Liberty," the covenant consecrfated by 
their blood at Bunker's Hill and Yorktown. 

Jones then assumed his duties as lieutenant governor. 

Throckmorton's inauguration occurred the same day. Several 

occupation officers attended the ceremonies, and, liking 

what they heard, reported to President Johnson. Thus, on 

August 20, 1866, Johnson declared an end to the insurrection 

in Texas. 29 

28Galveston Daily News, August 15, 1866. 

29Robert w. Shook, "Federal Occupation and 
Administration of Texas, 1865-1870'' (Ph.D. diss., North 
Texas State University, 1970), 161. 
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As part of his responsibilities as lieutenant governor, 

Jones presided over the Eleventh Legislature of Texas. The 

Eleventh Legislature passed a series of laws, called "block 

codes" that attempted to control African Americans. These 

black codes covered such subjects as labor contracts, 

apprenticeship, and vagrancy. The newly employed could not 

quit work without agreement or have visitors while they 

worked. The new laws had the effect of putting the former 

slave in a new form of peonage. Passage of the codes raised 

questions, however, among Northerners who were concerned 

with the rights of African Americans. 30 Many Northerners 

felt the plight of the African American went largely ignored 

in reconstruction Texas. In fact, one of the major goals of 

the Throckmorton administration involved trying to persuade 

the Army to remove its forces form the interior of Texas and 

place them on the frontier, where they could battle Native-

Americans. The policy would have the effect of freeing up 

the interior so whites could do as they pleased with the 

African Americans without the fear of federal interference, 

as well as opening up the frontier area for more white 

30T. R. Fehrenbach, Lone Star: A History of Texas and 
the Texans (New York: Collier Books, 1968), 402-403; 
Ramsdell, Reconstruction in Texas, 120-125. 
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settlers. 31 Members of the Throckmorton administration did 

in fact harass certain military officers.32 

Perhaps the most controversial decision of the Eleventh 

Legislature involved the selection of Senators to represent 

Texas in Congress. Since they controlled the legislature, 

former secessionists "exhibited tactlessness" by electing 

former secessionists 0. M. Roberts and David G. Burnet to 

the Senate. Ex-Confederates also found themselves elected 

to seats in the House of Representatives. Because many in 

the North saw this as a slap in the face, Congress would not 

accept Roberts, Burnet, or the representatives.33 The 

legislature adjourned on November 13. 

The actions of the Eleventh Legislature caused the 

national Republicans to distrust the leaders of Texas. 

Reports of mistreatment of African Americans and federal 

soldiers caused the Republicans in the U.S. Congress, who 

were displeased with President Johnson, to take action. By 

the midterm elections of 1866, Republicans had gained a 

large majority in Congress. The First Reconstruction Act, 

passed on March 2, 1867, over Johnson's veto, declared the 

current governments in Southern states to be illegal, and 

31vera Lea Dugas, "A Social and Economic History of 
Texas in The Civil War and Reconstruction Periods" {Ph.D. 
diss., University of Texas, 1963}, 420. 

32shook, "Federal Occupation," 170. 

33w. c. Nunn, Texas Under the Carpetbaggers {Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 1962}, 6-9; Ramsdell, 
Reconstruction, 114-117. 
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placed them in five military districts. Moreover, the Act 

gave the commanding generals authority greater than state 

laws or civil officials. The act also called for a 

constitutional convention, this time to be made up of 

members of both races, and excluding former Confederates. 

Finally, the Act called for African American suffrage as 

well as ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment. 34 

General Philip H. Sheridan received command of the 

fifth district composed of Texas and Louisiana. Directly 

under him, General Charles Griffin commanded the subdistrict 

of Texas. Throckmorton's administration promised 

cooperation with Sheridan and Griffin. 35 The situation 

deteriorated and on March 28, 1867, Griffin wrote to 

Sheridan to charge that none of the civil officers in Texas 

seemed trustworthy because they allowed outrages to go 

unpunished. Griffin urged the removal of Throckmorton and 

Jones as being "absolutely necessary. "36 Congress passed 

the Third Reconstruction Act on July 19, which gave 

commanding generals the power to remove all civil officers. 

The axe fell on July 30, 1867. General Sheridan issued 

orders removing Throckmorton and Jones because they were "an 

impediment to reconstruction." Ironically, E. M. Pease, the 

HMoneyhon, Republicanism, 49-52. 

35 rbid. 

36Ramsdell, Reconstruction in Texas, 150; Elliott, 
Leathercoat, 171. 
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man who had been defeated by Throckmorton a year ago, was 

appointed to replace him. Within a week, all of the top 

executive officials in the state of Texas had been 

removed. 37 Jones went back to Bastrop, where he resumed 

his law practice with the future governor of Texas, Joseph 

D. Sayers. 38 

Opposition to secession did not necessarily mean 

acceptance of African Americans. Many Texas Unionists 

opposed the granting of any civil rights to African 

Americans, especially if federal troops would ensure those 

rights. 39 Jones became an example of this type of 

Unionist. Republicans charged that Democrats used 

intimidation to keep African Americans from voting. When 

he found himself removed from the lieutenant governorship, 

Jones still remained active in local politics. Back in 

Bastrop during 1868, he led a crowd of whites who harassed 

African Americans at a polling place. The election board 

had to suspend the vote. 40 Ironically, Jones would receive 

considerable African American support in future races. 

37Philip Sheridan, Personal Memoirs of P. H. Sheridan, 
General, U.S. Army (2 vols., New York: C. L. Webster and 
Co., 1888), 2:232-235; Carrier, "A Political History," 161; 
Ramsdell, Reconstruction in Texas, 168-170. 

38The Texas Legislative Council, Presiding Officers of 
the Texas Legislature, 1846-1991 (Austin: Texas House of 
Representatives, 1991), 35. 

39shook, "Federal Occupation," 162. 

40Moneyhon, Republicanism, 79. 
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The Conservative Party of 1866 became the Democratic 

party by 1868. Jones remained active in the Democratic 

party during the late 1860s and early 1870s. The Texas 

democratic convention of 1868 met in Bryan on July 7-9. It 

selected Jones as a presidential elector, but Texas failed 

to be readmitted to the Union in time, so that no election 

for presidential electors took place. Jones also served as 

a member of the state executive committee. 41 Four years 

later, Jones attended the Democratic state convention held 

in Corsicana on June 17-19. He served as a member of the 

committee on platforms and resolutions and as an at large 

delegate to the national convention. 42 The Democrats 

merged with the Liberal Republicans that year in an 

unsuccessful fusion movement. 

Immediately after his return from the Civil War, George 

Washington Jones became active in the Conservative

Democratic party. Jones's middle-of-the-road views as a 

former unionist and Confederate veteran won him much 

support. Whether he served the party as lieutenant governor 

of Texas or as a delegate to conventions, Jones provided a 

valuable service. Ironically, in a few short years, Jones 

would be despised by Democrats because he dared to challenge 

the party through a series of independent campaigns. 

41winkler, Platforms, 109, 112. 

42 Ibid. , 144. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE CONGRESSIONAL YEARS 

After focusing on his professional career for ten 

years, George Washington Jones decided to return to 

politics. He ran a strong but unsuccessful independent 

campaign for Congress in 1876 before winning a seat in 

Congress in 1878 as a member of the Greenback party. Jones 

won reelection in 1880. Providing leadership for an 

important movement that combined fusion and third-party 

politics in Texas, Jones served the Fifth Congressional 

District from Texas with distinction. 

The Campaign of 1876 

The Democrats believed that the candidate they 

nominated for a seat in Congress from the Fifth 

Congressional District, located in South Central Texas, 

would win easily without opposition. The worst case 

scenario involved token opposition from a Republican 

candidate. Yet, the Democrats in the Fifth Congressional 

District had a hard time finding a nominee for Congress as a 

bitter convention struggle over personalities ensued between 

incumbent John Hancock and Seth Shepard, a Brenham attorney. 

Finally, after ninety-one ballots, a compromise candidate 

emerged in D. C. Giddings. Giddings, a former Confederate 
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colonel, currently worked as a banker in Brenham. 1 The 

hard-fought struggle over the nomination and how it was 

handled left a bitter taste in many people's mouths, 

including "Wash" Jones. 

If the Democrats of the Fifth Congressional District 

thought Giddings would then just waltz to Congress after the 

formality of an election, they were wrong. They did not 

count on "Wash" Jones throwing his hat into the ring. The 

announcement that Jones planned to run against Giddings 

surprised many people. Since running as a Republican would 

be political suicide, Jones would have to campaign as an 

independent. To explain his reasons for running against 

Giddings, Jones wrote to the Galveston Weekly News. Jones 

knew that his late entry hurt his chances and that the 

primarily Democratic press "if for no other reason than that 

I oppose a convention nominee, will oppose me and will not 

be inclined to publish or circulate anything in my interest 

or adverse to their candidate." Jones urged his readers to 

do as George Washington did, vote principles, not men. He 

criticized the convention system that produced the 

nomi~ation of Giddings as well as Giddings' assertion that 

reform could only be brought about by the Democratic party. 

"There are good and bad of every creed," Jones insisted, and 

important work such as the building of railroads, the 

lAlwyn Barr, Reconstruction to Reform: Texas Politics, 
1876-1906 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1971), 21-23. 
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protection of the frontier, and the improvement of harbors 

needed to be done by the "right in the right place." Jones 

realized that by running as an independent, he would be 

labeled a "bolter." He suggested the "restoration of 

fraternal feelings" as a solution to the problems of the 

day. 2 From the tone of Jones's letter, clearly he knew he 

faced an uphill battle. 

When he asserted that the press would be against him, 

for the most part, Jones was right. In the same issue that 

included Jones's letter on why he was running for Congress, 

the Galveston Weekly News printed an article entitled, "The 

Address of Col. Jones--Its Drift and its Fallacies." The 

Weekly News quickly made it apparent that they would not be 

in Jones's corner: 

Col. Jones pursues his usual aggressive style 
in attacking Col. Giddings and the Democratic 
convention which nominated him; but there appears 
to be no great force in either the facts alleged 
or the manner of presenting them ... 'the 
restoration of fraternal feeling' and the 
assumption that, because the soldiers who fought 
for the Union during the late war were honest, 
Republican leaders must be honest also, are about 
equally fallacious .... To advise Democrats to 
break ranks and give up the contest at such a time 
as this is to invite a continuance of the same 
system of Federal rule, or misrule,

3
which has 

characterized the last eight years. 

The Weekly News editorial proved typical and certainly not 

the only one in its criticism of Jones. 

2Galveston Weekly News, September 15, 1876. 

3Ibid. 
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Other Texas newspapers quickly criticized Jones's 

decision to run. The Austin Gazette charged that Jones was 

''sort of a Sam Houston Democrat, claiming the right to abuse 

his friends whenever he thinks proper." The paper stated 

that Jones's candidacy was a "wild goose chase."4 The 

Dallas Herald worried that Jones's running would split the 

Democratic vote, thus allowing a Republican to win the 

seat. 5 Striking out as an independent candidate and 

running against the Democratic party would forever harm his 

reputation in the eyes of many. The San Saba News asserted 

that "this act of bringing his name before the people in 

opposition to Giddings is a spot on his political record of 

sufficient magnitude to darken forever his past good 

deeds." 6 In reference to Jones, the Fort Worth Democrat 

stated, "Stubbornness, except in a Jack Ass, is not a 

commendable characteristic. Politicians sometime bring the 

ass into disrepute by imitating his virtues."7 Other 

papers, such as the Waco Register, welcomed the fact that 

Jones was a candidate, but worried that some Democrats would 

convince Jones to withdraw and thus open the way for 

4Austin State Gazette, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, September 4, 1876. 

5Dallas Herald, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
September 11, 1876. 

6san Saba News , quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
September 18, 1876. 

7Fort Worth Democrat, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, September 11, 1876. 
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Republicans to "bring out a third candidate at the last 

moment."8 If Jones wished to win in November, he would 

have to overcome the fear of a Republican victory. 

Even Jones' own hometown newspaper, the Bastrop 

Advertiser did not support him. Although more friendly than 

most newspapers in Texas, the Advertiser still wished he was 

not running: 

The determination of our honored and beloved 
townsman to run for Congress as a candidate 
against Col. Giddings, the regular nominee, is 
sincerely to be regretted by all Democrats who 
know and honor him as we do, and as do the people 
of this and adjoining counties. He has a moral 
and legal right to act for himself in matters 
political, and none can imp·~~ll his motives or 
question his patriotism, however much his course 
may be regretted, or whatever may be thought of 
his candidacy at this time. He holds too high a 
place in the affections of this people for us to 
speak one word of censure or condemnation of him 
as we would of almost any other man under the sun 
who should take the stand he does .... 

The article ended with a plea for Jones to change his mind 

about running: "we still hope for his better judgment and 

interests may induce him to alter his determination."9 But 

Jones did not "alter his determination" and continued to 

campaign vigorously for a seat in Congress. 

Jones did have a number of supporters, however, even if 

the majority of newspapers were against him. In fact, many 

Bwaco Register, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
September 18, 1876. 

9Bastrop Advertiser, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, September 4, 1876. 

46 



Democrats supported Jones. A "life-long Democrat" from 

Colorado County wrote to the Galveston Weekly News to say 

the "Col. Wash Jones will receive many votes in this 

county. "10 Another "old subscriber" to the Weekly News 

from Bastrop county wrote a rather lengthy letter stating 

that "a majority, and, I may add, a large majority" were 

backing Jones. The letter went on to say that many had 

become "disgusted" with the convention system. Jones seemed 

a man whose record was "free from the taint of corruption 

and fraud--free from back-salary grabs, from extortionate 

fees and procuring bonds," an obvious reference to Giddings 

financial problems. According to the letter writer, Jones 

"has ever been the friend to the poor man, and the writer 

knows of a number of poor men to-day who have good homes and 

farms owing to the generosity of Col. G. W. Jones." 11 

Jones needed all the support he could get in his independent 

effort to win a seat in Congress against powerful odds. 

The campaign became more intense as Jones and Giddings 

met for a debate to Austin on October 7, 1876. The issue of 

reform and the validity of nomination by convention became 

the themes the campaign centered around. At the debate, 

Jones immediately tried to set the record straight about his 

alleged Republican connections: 

lOGalveston Weekly News, October 9, 1876. 

11rbid., November 6, 1876. 
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He [Giddings] has tried to raise the ghost of 
the old Republican party which had no power in 
this State, and he thinks they would play any kind 
of trick, that they are so utterly destitute of 
honor that you cannot trust any one of them. So 
he now assumes there is an issue. 1Z 

Jones also emphasized his humble origins when he said, "I am 

considered a poor man and never was a wealthy one." He then 

criticized the convention system as being unrepresentative 

of ordinary people. "Who did this Austin Convention 

represent? They were not sent to represent the people, but 

to dictate to them." Jones claimed to be "nominated by Wash 

Jones's convention, and want no cliques to help me. nlJ An 

attack on Giddings for the high fee he received in the 

recovery of state bonds in Europe and for his harsh comments 

about Republicans followed. Jones concluded his part of the 

debate by questioning the ethics of Lieutenant Governor 

Richard Hubbard and the connection of the Texas State 

Legislature with railroad land grants and bribery, charges 

Jones tried to link to Giddings. 14 

Giddings responded Vigorously to Jones' charges. He 

started his part of the debate by saying how much "esteem" 

he had for Jones. Giddings then tried to take the high 

ground by saying he had no charges to make or deny. He then 

proceeded to make and deny charges. Giddings defended his 

12rbid., October 16, 1876. 

13rbid. 

Hrbid.; Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 35-36. 
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nomination by saying that the convention system was not, as 

Jones had charged, "a pack of drunkards." Gidding then 

accused Jones of hypocrisy because he had once favored the 

convention system when it suited his purposes. The heart of 

Giddings' message focused on the charge that Jones was being 

used "by the enemies of the Democratic party to divide and 

destroy" the party. An "organized scheme" existed between 

the Republicans and Jones. Worst of all, "every Radical 

paper in the State is loud in his (Jones's) praise." The 

charge of having Republican support probably hurt Jones the 

most. Giddings also criticized Jones for allegedly waffling 

on the issues: 

What pledges has he made? What platform does 
he stand upon? To whom is he committed? What 
party will he support? He is the nominee of the 
George Washington Jones party, parting his name 
but not his hair in the middle, and in addition to 
that has received the nomination of the Radical 
convention at Brenham. 

Giddings played to the fear of the crowd that he and Jones 

would split the votes and a last minute Republican entry 

might win. Jones faced condemnation by Giddings because he 

did not "find in his heart a word of condemnation for the 

Republican party." During the debate, the issue of the 

Civil War and secession reared its head again. Jones, a 

unionist before the war, stood accused by Giddings, a 

secessionist before the war, of trying to play to both 

sentiments while campaigning: 

15Galveston Weekly News, October 16, 1876. 
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It is enough for me in this canvass to attend 
to Colonel Jones and such sore-heads as he is. In 
the upper part of the district he was the most 
rampant secessionist you ever saw. He was loud in 
his eulogies upon the Confederates but when he 
gets down here, where the people are more divided 
and there are a greater number of Republicans, he 
changes, he was always a Union man. There are two 
Joneses. There is Confederate Jones, and there is 
Union Jones. 10 

Giddings also denied any wrongdoing with regard to the 

railroad question. the debate concluded with a tribute from 

both men about the Confederate dead.17 With his rhetoric, 

D. C. Giddings proved himself an able debater. In order to 

win, Jones needed a broad base of support. 

Whether the Republicans would or would not endorse 

Jones remained an unanswered question. In fact, they 

appeared to be slit over the issue: 

There seems to be some dissatisfaction in the 
two wings of the Radical party at Austin . . . it 
now seems determined by the Davis faction that a 
candidate must be put in the field against Jones; 
either Davis or some other Rad will be entered for 
the race. The Liberal fiepublicans have pledged 
their support to Jones. 

The acknowledged leader of the Republican party, former 

Governor Edmund J. Davis, opposed endorsing anyone. Davis 

stated his reasons to the Republican committee meeting in 

Austin: 

16 Ibid. 

17Ibid. 

18srenham Banner, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
October 30, 1876. 
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It seems that both those candidates assume to 
belong to the unmitigated Democracy. In their 
discussions, Col. Jones claims to be fully as much 
of that party as his opponent .... The only 
issue between them is that regarding the 
Democratic nominating convention . . . it is not 
apparent that he has left much of an opening 
through which Republicans might with self-0espect 
come to his support. This is unfortunate. 

Davis was rumored to be a candidate, and refused to support 

Jones in his bid for Congress. When Davis did not run, the 

Republican congressional executive committee endorsed Jones 

in late October. 20 Thus, Jones had Republican support, 

whether he wanted it or not. 

The election was held on November 7, 1876. At first, 

the early election returns pointed to a possible upset by 

Jones. With scattered returns, Jones led Giddings 3,458 to 

2,658. Unfortunately for Jones, his strongest counties 

reported first. Jones had only "drawn off a light 

percentage from the Democratic organization" in the outlying 

counties. 21 The Democrats in Texas breathed a collective 

sigh of relief when they learned that Giddings had won 

15,286 to 13,277.22 Nevertheless, George Washington Jones 

had put up a valiant, albeit unsuccessful, effort. 

19Galveston Weekly News, October 30, 1876. 

20Ronald N. Gray, "Edmund J. Davis: Radical Republican 
and Reconstruction Governor of Texas" {Ph.D. diss., Texas 
Tech University, 1976), 380. 

21Galveston Weekly News, November 13, 1876. 

22Ibid., December 25, 1876. 
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The election between Giddings and Jones showed some 

interesting results. Despite heavy odds against him, Jones 

carried seven of the twenty-one counties that comprised the 

Fifth Congressional District. Jones won a majority of the 

votes in the counties of Austin, Bastrop, Brazoria, 

Colorado, Fayette, Washington, and Wharton. Small farmers, 

African Americans, and bolting Democrats, as well as Jones' 

ability as a speaker, combined to give Jones 46 percent of 

the vote. Many voters appeared to be miffed at the defeat 

of John Hancock in the convention. 23 The bitterness that 

resulted from the election would come back to haunt the 

Democratic party in 1878. 

The defeat of George Washington Jones in 1876 by no 

means spelled the end of his political career. Many people 

wondered why Jones had even bothered to run in the first 

place. Speculation ranged from personal greed to revenge 

from the Bastrop delegation because the convention did not 

nominate Joseph Sayers, who was a friend of Jones as well as 

his law partner. 24 Whatever his motives, the renegade 

campaign of George Washington "Wash" Jones was far more 

successful than anyone could have imagined. It would not be 

his last. 

23Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 36. 

HGalveston Weekly News, September 18, 1876. 
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The Campaign of 1878 

Concern about "greenbacks" spread throughout the Plains 

states and Texas during the late 1870s. Its origins dated 

back to the Civil War, when President Lincoln authorized the 

use of paper currency to help pay for the war effort. The 

issuance of the "greenbacks" caused the severest inflation 

since the American Revolution. Eventually, about $450 

million in greenbacks circulated, unbacked by gold. After 

the war, the government slowly withdrew greenbacks from 

circulation, much to the dismay of debtor farmers, who 

wanted inflation, which would allow them to pay their debts 

more cheaply. The panic of 1873 hit farmers especially 

hard, which led to the organization of the Greenback party 

in 1876. 25 Using Greenback party principles as his base of 

support, George Washington Jones again attempted to win a 

seat in Congress. 

"I shall be a candidate for the United States Congress, 

the nominee of no party, and no body, with a heart free to 

the whole people without reference to their race or color," 

announced George Washington Jones in a speech at Bastrop 

that launched his second attempt to win a seat in 

Congress. 26 Although Jones claimed to be "of no party," it 

25Irwin Unger, The Greenback Era: A Social and 
Political History of American Finance, 1865-1879 (Princeton, 
New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1964), 13-16, 195-
205, 213-216. 

26Galveston Weekly News, May 6, 1878. 
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became clear from his initial campaign speech, most of which 

focused on "the money question," that he held Greenback 

principles. Jones acknowledged that Texans were "largely in 

debt" and needed money. He criticized the United States 

government for not issuing enough currency and for having to 

borrow from Europe. If "ten million dollars were placed in 

circulation in Texas," Jones claimed it would cause 

"property [to] advance, enterprise [to] spring up, men would 

have money to lend, [and] they would engage in trade and 

manufactures." Jones knew that "no matter whether this 

movement be called a greenback or anything else" the leaders 

of the Democrats and Republicans would "rail out against 

it." He also claimed that both parties had virtually 

ignored the common man and that if voters continued to 

"trust in cliques and parties," the voters would become 

"slaves." According to Jones, the parties had "died at 

Charleston" and "died with Lincoln." Jones concluded his 

opening campaign speech by saying that the past did not 

matter, only the future, and that one's allegiance should be 

to one's country, not to one's party. 27 

Once again, the Galveston Weekly News editors offered 

to correct the errors they thought appeared in Jones's 

opening speech. The speech "is too obtuse and metaphysical 

perhaps to agree with the common conception of an effective 

popular harangue." The article went on to defend the party 

27 Ibid. 
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system. Other newspapers chimed in with their views. The 

Austin State Gazette wrote that Jones was not the only one 

"seeking to bring conventions into contempt of the public," 

and that the "whole state is infected with this disease." 

Jones was making "war" on the convention system. 28 A man 

named Horace Yammer 1n an interview with the Weekly News 

said that "The name of Jones--Wash Jones--is even more 

offensive to me than that of Hancock. u29 The Weekly News 

editorialized that Jones's "eloquent plea for political 

independence" was nothing more than "an unorganized and 

incoherent revolt against caucus dictation in the name of 

fealty to either the Democratic or the Republican party. "30 

If the Weekly News thought Jones's campaign "unorganized and 

incoherent," it seemed crystal clear compared to the 

Democrats. 

The Democrats of the Fifth Congressional District once 

again had problems. The rancor that occurred over the 

nomination in 1876 resurfaced. John Hancock, a Unionist 

before the Civil War, became a leading candidate. Seth 

Shepard, who came close to winning the nomination in 1876, 

also ran. The Democrats met at Brenham in August to decide 

the nominee. Finally, on the ninth ballot, Shepard withdrew 

28Austin State Gazette, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, May 20, 1878. 

29Galveston Weekly News, August 19, 1878. 

3°rbid., June 10, 1878. 
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and Hancock received the nomination.Jl Thus, John Hancock 

would oppose "Wash" Jones in the race for Congress in the 

Fifth District of Texas. 

If Hancock wanted to win a seat in Congress, he would 

have to deal with a new challenging force in Texas politics, 

the Greenback party. The Independent Greenback Convention 

met in Austin on March 12, 1878. Only forty delegates 

attended, including about ten African Americans. Although 

it made no nominations for state offices, it did set forth a 

platform. The Greenback platform included: the greenback 

as legal tender of the United States, which the government 

alone would issue; no property qualifications for manhood 

suffrage; and a graduated income tax.32 Later, a group 

called the Greenback Labor party held its convention in Waco 

on the 7th and 8th of August. This convention proposed to 

name candidates for state offices. The party claimed 482 

greenback clubs, with about equal an representation of 

Republicans and Democrats. The Greenbackers nominated 

W. H. Hamman for governor and other men for the down ballot 

races.33 The Greenback party appealed primarily to debtor 

farmers, with a philosophy that seemed to agree more with 

31Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 50. 

32Ernest W. Winkler, ed., Platforms of Political 
Parties in Texas (Austin: University of Texas Bulletin no. 
53, 1916), 180-181. 

33winkler, ed., Platforms,187-190; Roscoe C. Martin, 
"The Greenback Party in Texas," Southwestern Historical 
Quarterly 30 (January 1927): 167-168. 
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postwar Democrats than Republicans. Greenbackers also 

criticized banks, monopolies, and Jews.H Although Jones 

did not claim allegiance to any party, the principles of the 

Greenback party clearly appeared throughout Jones's 

campaign. 

Jones actively campaigned from April 1878 to the day of 

the election. With a reputation as one of the finest public 

speakers in Texas, Jones used his ability well, traveling 

extensively through the Fifth Congressional District to get 

his message across to the people.35 The Democrats seemed 

constantly on the defensive as Jones toured the district 

hammering his points home. Jones appeared in Austin on the 

first of June for a series of speeches, one at noon and one 

at night. There he reiterated his opposition to the 

convention system. "Faction is the enemy of the country." 

Jones went on to compare the convention system to "hatching 

your brood in a den of serpents every day stinging this 

people to death." One must be willing to "surrender his 

heart and head to this inexorable faction," if one wanted to 

play a part in the Democratic party. Jones acknowledged 

Hancock as "one of your greatest and best men," but he stood 

"still in dread, trembling before it (the convention 

system)." Hancock had sold out. "His manhood yields and 

Hunger, The Greenback Era, 68-69, 210-212. 

35Galveston Weekly News, August 19, 1878. 
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crouches before their brutal reproaches ... 36 Jones did not 

represent the only problem that Hancock had to be worried 

about. Hancock expected Jones to attack him, but other 

Democrats were supposed to be friendly. Yet that was not 

the case. Many Democrats began to attack Hancock as a Union 

man who would not fight for the Confederacy during the Civil 

War. Hancock also faced charges of failing to support 

Giddings' candidacy in 1876.37 

The ability of Jones as a speaker, his positions on the 

issues of the day, as well as Democratic in-fighting, 

combined to buoy the chances for success of the Greenback 

party. Even the Texas press began to recognize the 

possibility of a non-Democrat being elected to Congress. A 

special correspondent to the Weekly News wrote "outside of 

Washington county I have not conversed with a single 

Democrat of intelligence who did not acknowledge that the 

outlook is decidedly a dark one. " 38 The Texas Democratic 

press began to warn of the dangers in the Greenback party. 

The Brenham Banner reported that "Nearly every leading 

Radical in Texas can now be found in the black-and-tanned 

Greenback party. " 39 The fear that the new Greenback party 

36rbid., June 10, 1878. 

37Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 50-51. 

38Galveston Weekly News, July 1, 1878. 

39Brenham Banner, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
September 2, 1878. 
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represented nothing more than a revival of the old Radical 

Republican party became a common theme in Texas newspapers. 

The Bellville Beacon seemed typical when it stated: 

Wash Jones runs as an Independent (so-called) 
in this campaign. He is supported by the late 
Republican leaders, as expressed through their 
convention (so-called Greenback) held lately at 
Waco; and also from their prime leader, E. J. 
Davis .... There can be no doubt that he will 
follow the course of all Independents if elected, 
and seated in the halls of Congress will be found 
voting and acting on all occasions with the party 
through whose vote he was elected--that is the 
Republican . . . Independent at this time is but 
the 'wolf in the ~beep's clothing'--Radicalism 
under a new name. 

The Brown county Banner found Jones unfit for office because 

he "yielded to popular clamor and fought against the union 

and his own ideas of right," while Hancock "was honest, and 

stood by his convictions." Jones was tagged a "radical" and 

"disorganizer." 41 The Sherman Register called the 

Greenbackers a "revival of the Radical party" and labeled 

them "scoundrels. "'2 Yet the Texas papers had proven in 

the campaign of 1876 that they were no friends of Jones. 

Thus, Jones pressed on, used to the negative coverage that 

his campaign usually received. 

40Bellville Beacon, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, September 2, 1878. 

UBrown county Banner, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, September 9, 1878. 

42sherman Register, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, September 2, 1878. 
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As the United States celebrated its 102nd birthday on 

July 4, 1878, George Washington Jones took the occasion to 

continue his campaign. Some 5,000 people attended a rally 

in Flatonia to celebrate the Fourth. Besides the holiday, 

the people in attendance were treated to political speeches. 

After reading the Declaration of Independence, Texas 

Governor Hubbard made a speech that lasted about two hours. 

After breaking for dinner, the crowd reassembled and began 

to call for Judge John Ireland and Jones to make speeches. 

Ireland spoke first, and his speech lasted "only a few 

minutes." After Ireland finished, the crowd called "loudly" 

for Jones. The Weekly News reported that Jones spoke "at 

great length" about the "greenback question." Jones then 

charged Ireland, who had "complimented him," with trying to 

steal the "platform and principles of the National Greenback 

party." Conventions were products of "little non-producing 

bobtailed lawyers." Despite the fact that Jones himself was 

a lawyer, his comment "brought down tremendous applause." 

The audience listened "with more interest to Jones than to 

any of the other speakers. " 43 

The Republicans also liked what Jones said. As the 

leader of the Republican party, E. J. Davis had opposed 

fusion with the Greenbackers in 1876. By the campaign of 

1878, Davis had changed his mind. The Republican party in 

Texas had not increased its membership as quickly as the 

43Galveston Weekly News, July 8, 1878. 
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Democrats. Davis believed that Republicans had three 

options: vote Democratic, vote Greenbacker, or not vote at 

all. Davis decided the best thing to do was vote 

Greenbacker.H 

The idea of fusion with greenbackers seemed anathema to 

many Republicans. "During the last four years the 

Republican party in Texas, as well as all over the south, 

has dwindled away to a mere shadow," wrote the Brenham 

Volksbote. "The greenback has made things worse rather than 

better for the Republicans." The Republican party would 

"fall to pieces entirely" if fusion continued. The 

Volksbote editor wrote that he could "see nothing in the 

future but misfortune and ruin" in the "principle of 

unlimited paper money." The Waco convention "shows that 

many Republicans, and particularly colored ones, have joined 

the new party, and if this new party should go to pieces, 

it is exceedingly doubtful that they will find their way 

back to the abandoned Republican camp." The Volksbote 

concluded by writing it would "extend no right hand of 

fellowship to a coalition with the Greenbackers." 45 

Despite the rather pessimistic view, Davis continued to 

see fusion as the only viable alternative. Since Davis 

remained the acknowledged leader of the Republicans, his 

UGray, "Edmund J. Davis," 389. 

45Brenham Volksbote, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, September 2, 1878. 
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decision to support fusion had a profound impact, especially 

on African Americans. In an interview with the San Antonio 

Frie Presse Davis explained his reasons for supporting 

fusion. "The Greenback platform contains many good 

features, which Republicans can well sustain." The success 

of the Greenback party resulted from a "desire to escape 

from the control of the Democracy." Davis concluded by 

saying that he hoped "the passions and antipathies 

engendered since 1861 will pass away ... 46 If he sincerely 

hoped that the "passions . since 1861 will pass away," 

Davis was sadly mistaken. The politics of the Civil War 

still appeared very much alive in post-Reconstruction Texas. 

Openly appealing to the vote of African Americans would be a 

risky maneuver. 

Nevertheless, Jones decided to seek the African 

American vote, and Davis's support of fusion made this 

possible. 47 Because Jones went after the African American 

vote, this left him open to the charge of being a "radical." 

Because Jones had become accustomed to being called all 

sorts of names, he remained undaunted and kept on 

campaigning. 

46san Antonio Frie Presse, quoted in the New York 
Times, September 6, 1878. 

47Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 51. 
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Throughout the campaign, the differences between 

Hancock and Jones began to emerge. They appeared clear to 

Jones: 

The difference between us is not only 
substantial, but vital. He denies the power of 
congress to make anything other than gold and 
silver legal tender in payment of private debts; 
so that he antagonizes vitally, the Austin 
platform. If congress has no such power, than 
there is an end to the whole question. I am 
surprised that the News has so far seemingly 
failed to discover this fatal vice in the judge's 
creed. He stands on a greenback platform, from 
which he launches his bolts against its principles 
and friends. Greenbackers shorn of the legal 
tender function would be so emasculated as to be 
of little value--not worthy being a political 
question. 48 

Jones pointed out an essential weakness of the Hancock 

campaign, that the Democrat appeared to take both sides of 

an issue. At times, Hancock seemed to favor both sound 

money and an increase in the money supply. Hancock, like 

Jones, waged a lively campaign that featured attacks on 

Greenbackers and their policies, especially the issuance of 

paper money, which Hancock claimed would ruin public and 

private credit. 49 Election day came and went and the 

candidates waited for the results. 

The results of the election from the Fifth 

Congressional District showed that George Washington Jones 

upset John Hancock 21,101 votes to 19,721. 50 The majority 

48Galveston Weekly News, October 7, 1878. 

49Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 50-51. 

50Galveston Weekly News, December 25, 1878. 
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of Texans in the Fifth Congressional District had elected a 

Greenbacker to Congress, the first time that had happened in 

Texas. Although Jones became the only Greenbacker to win in 

Texas at the congressional level, Greenbackers did win 

several local contests. On the state level, Greenback 

candidates proved unable to beat any Democrats. Yet the 

Greenbackers did succeed in replacing the Republicans as the 

second party in Texas. 51 Most importantly for the 

Greenbackers, they succeeded in electing one of their own to 

Congress. 

The election of Jones to Congress did not please 

everyone. To many in the Democratic press, John Hancock 

seemed clearly the better man than "Wash" Jones. The Fort 

Worth Democrat called the defeat of Hancock a "national 

misfortune" and a "sad calamity" for the state of Texas. 52 

The Granbury Vidette attributed Hancock's defeat to 

"ignorance and prejudice" and ridiculed the notion of a 

"solid south" when "men of Wash Jones's caliber and party 

affiliation can beat such men as Hancock. " 53 Other papers 

quickly joined the blame game, and their favorite targets 

were African Americans and E. J. Davis. The San Antonio 

Slpaul Casdorph, The Republican Party in Texas, 1865-
1965 (Austin: Pemberton Press, 1965), 39. 

52Fort Worth Democrat, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, December 2, 1878. 

53Granbury Vidette, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, November 25, 1878. 
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Express claimed that the defeat of Hancock was caused by 

"the efforts of Davis, the leader of the republicans 

who threw his influence and carried the colored vote in 

favor of Mr. Jones." The Belton Journal wrote that Jones 

was a "special favorite of Davis."54 The Austin Statesman, 

in strong racist language, charged the election was an empty 

"farce." The article went on to assert that "when negroes 

manage the ballot boxes and are judges of elections the 

boxes are stuffed." "Knavish radicalism" had elected 

Jones. 55 

The Statesman protested too much. Jones and the 

Greenbackers did receive support from African Americans and 

Republicans. 56 Yet other factors contributed to his 

victory. Jones's ability as a speaker, the popularity of 

his Greenback views, his Confederate service, as well as 

Hancock's apparent waffling on the issues, combined to give 

Jones the election. 57 

Reluctantly, the Texas Democratic editors resigned 

themselves to Jones as the representative of the Fifth 

District in Congress. Some in the press quickly pointed out 

54san Antonio Express and Belton Journal, quoted in the 
Galveston Weekly News, December 2, 1878. 

55Austin Statesman, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, November 25, 1878. 

56Harrell Budd, "The Negro in Politics in Texas, 1867-
1898" (M.A. thesis, University of Texas, 1925), 69-74. 

57 Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 54. 
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what they expected of Jones. The Houston Age warned Jones 

that he had better "devote himself first, last and all the 

time, to the task of getting appropriations for the Austin 

post office building, and for the Galveston bar." Unless 

Jones did this, he would "prove himself to be an ungrateful 

wretch. " 58 The Gal vest on Weekly News, commenting upon the 

Age, gave Jones some credit, saying Jones "is neither mean 

nor foolish enough to neglect the interests of Austin and 

Galveston because these cities did not support him. ,sg As 

much as the Democratic press disliked it, Jones had won 

election to Congress. If one believed the opposition press, 

only African Americans and Republicans voted for Jones. Yet 

Jones could not have been elected without substantial white 

Democratic support. To listen to the Democratic press, no 

one in their right mind should have voted for Jones. 

Apparently no one liked Jones, except a majority of the 

people. 

Service in Congress 

When George Washington Jones arrived in the nation's 

capital to be sworn in as a member of the 46th Congress, his 

party faced a difficult task. The Greenbackers numbered 

less than fifteen members in the 46th Congress. Besides 

Jones of Texas, Greenbackers succeeded in electing members 

58Houston Age, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
December 2, 1878. 

59Galveston Weekly News, December 2, 1878. 
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to Congress from the southern states of Alabama and North 

Carolina. The midwestern states elected Greenbackers from 

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa(2), and Missouri. The eastern 

states of Maine(2), Pennsylvania(2), and Vermont also 

elected Greenbackers. Among Jones's fellow Greenbacker 

congressmen, James B. Weaver of Iowa would be a future 

candidate for president as a Greenbacker and later as a 

Populist. 60 The Democrats had approximately a fifteen seat 

advantage over the Republicans. Greenbackers found 

themselves too weak to do anything on their own, thus the 

only solution was to combine with one of the other parties. 

The logical choice seemed the Democrats, the agrarian party 

of Jefferson and Jackson, as opposed to the Republicans, 

mostly former Whigs who generally supported banks on the 

money issue. 61 The first important vote for Jones in 

Congress came in the selection of Speaker of the House. 

Jones voted for Hendrick B. Wright, a Greenbacker who 

represented Pennsylvania. Samuel J. Randall, Democrat from 

Pennsylvania, won reelection over Republican James A. 

Garfield (the future President) and Wright, by a vote of 143 

60Kenneth Martis, The Historical Atlas of Political 
Parties in the U.S. Congress, 1789-1989 (New York: 
Macmillan Publishing Company, 1989), 133. 

61unger, The Greenback Era, 69-76. 
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to 125 to 13. 62 The vote showed the weakness of the 

Greenbackers. 

Most of Jones's tenure in the first session of the 46th 

Congress, which lasted from March 4, 1878 to July 1, 1879, 

seemed largely routine and uneventful. When the Speaker 

handed out committee assignments, Jones received appointment 

to the less-than prestigious "Committee on expenditures in 

the War Department. n63 Jones introduced only one bill, 

H.R. No. 1055, which would provide for the relief of John 

Friery. It was referred to committee. 64 Motions and 

petitions, dealing with such issues as pensions for 

Confederate veterans, Indian depredation claims, and 

bounties took up most of Jones's time. 65 

Jones gave his first speech in Congress on April 4, 

1879, about H.R. No. 1, a bill that called for funding for 

the support of the Army. The controversy focused on section 

2002 of the bill, which read: 

No military or naval officer, or other person 
engaged in the civil, military, or naval service 
of the United States, shall order, bring, keep, or 
have under his authority or control, any troops or 
armed men at the place where any general or 
special election is held in any state, unless it 
be necessary to repel that armed enemies of the 

62congressional Record, 46th Cong., 1st sess. (March 
18, 1879), 4-6. 

6 3 Ibid . ( Apr i 1 11 , 18 7 9 ) , 3 9 7 . 

64Ibid. (April 21, 1879), 637. 

65Ibid., see 71, 311, 502, 1069, and 1314 for specifics 
relating to the motions and petitions made by Jones. 
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United66states, or to keep the peace at the 
polls. 

Jones felt section 2002 should be a "distinct, separate 

subject." He blamed the previous Congress for failing to 

deal with the controversial issue. The issue wasted 

valuable time, when "we should devote our attention to 

measures or useful, practical legislation rather than waste 

our time and energies in florid declamation over sentimental 

abstractions." The situation reminded Jones of "the foolish 

husbandman who locked his stable after the horse had been 

stolen." The two parties seemed "relics of strife and 

hate," and again urged congressmen to "address ourselves to 

the present and future, and emulate each other in an 

endeavor to promote the happiness of all. " 67 Despite 

President Hayes' attempt at moderation, some Congressional 

Republicans insisted on a stronger stance toward the South. 

Republicans wanted continued use of federal troops to ensure 

fair elections, because they claimed Democrats intimidated 

African Americans at the polls. 68 Jones expressed the 

sentiments of many Southerners when he talked about his 

feelings on section 2002: 

If this section be retained in the bill, it 
may precipitate a conflict between the Executive 

66Ibid. (April 4, 1879), 222. 

67 Ibid., 228. 

6Bstanley P. Hirshson, Farewell to the Bloody Shirt: 
Northern Republicans and the Southern Negro, 1877-1893 
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1962), 45-57. 
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and Congress; and for what? The law now sought to 
be amended was passed by democratic votes. 
However objectionable it may be, the country has 
not only endured, b"t in spite of it . . . emerged 
from military rule. 

About the Democrats, Jones wondered, "How long has this 

dangerous tyranny so long escaped the democratic party?" 70 

Jones did not let the Republicans off the hook, either. He 

found it odd that "the Rip Van Winkle conscience of the 

republican party should just now begin to show signs of 

constitutional principles." Jones took a wary view of the 

Republican party's "death bed repentance" and worried it 

might "return to the sin it loves so well." Republicans had 

"inaugurated the strategy now turned against them. "71 

Criticizing both major parties tended to be a common 

characteristic of the Greenback party, and the rhetoric of 

its politicians stressed the factionalism of the two 

parties. 72 Jones ended with a plea to the Congress that 

the members deal with the issues of the future, not the 

past, "Why turn a deaf ear to the prayer of the people 

coming from city, town, and country, demanding the speedy 

passage of measures of financial relief? Why not replenish 

69congressional Record, 46th Cong., 1st sess. (April 4, 
1879), 228. 

70 Ibid. 

71rbid. 

72paul Kleppner, The Third Electoral System: Parties, 
voters, and Political Cultures (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 1979), 293. 
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the depleted circulation, the lifeblood of the nation?" 73 

Finally, after much debate, the House voted 148-122 to 

revise section 2002. Jones voted in favor, as did his 

fellow congressmen from Texas, Democrats Culberson, Mills, 

Reagan, and Wellborn. President Hayes vetoed the bill, 

however, and the drive to override failed.74 The Democrats 

had won a moral, if not political, victory. 

The highly complex question of currency reform also 

came up for debate during the 46th Congress. H.R. 564 would 

"amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes of the 

United States relating to the coinage and deposit of coin 

land bullion in the Treasury for certificates. "75 The 

question of whether or not to reform the monetary system 

stirred hot debate. Representative Claflin of Massachusetts 

expressed a popular attitude during the Gilded Age, when he 

said, "there is nothing more detrimental, directly, to the 

great business interests of the country than the constant 

agitation of financial schemes in Congress. "76 Jones and 

the Greenback party constantly struggled to overcome their 

image as agitators of "financial schemes." 

73congressional Record, 46th Cong., 1st sess. (April 4, 
1879), 228. 

Hrbid., pages 270, 993-995, 1014-1015; Martis, 
Historical Atlas, 133. 

75congressional Record, 46th Cong., 1st sess. (April 4, 
1879), 228. 

76 rbid. 
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In a speech in Congress, Jones attempted to explain the 

theory of his party: 

. the legal-tender or fiat theory asserts 
that money is conventional, the creature of law 
and depends for quantity and quality upon the 
wisdom and jurisdiction of the authority making 
it. The material serves only as instrumentality 
to receive, convey, and execute the fiat of 
government, whereby the supreme authority depends 
as in all other cases upon adaptability. Such is 
what is77familiarly known as the greenback 
theory. 

The Reconstruction era saw a struggle between those who 

favored the continuing use of "soft money" or greenbacks and 

those who favored "hard money" or specie. The Greenback 

party vigorously opposed the Resumption Act of 1875, passed 

by a Republican dominated Congress. The Act provided for 

the return to specie payments. 78 The Greenback party 

continued to oppose resumption of "hard money." 

Jones also introduced more bills in the second session 

than he did in the first. House Resolution 2703 called for 

the repeal of an act called "An act to provide for specie 

payments, and for other purposes." House Resolution 2704 

called for the amending certain sections of the Revised 

Statutes of the United States relating to coinage and coin. 

The similar bills both were referred to committee. The 

71 Ibid . ( May 13 , 18 7 9 ) , 13 0 9 . 

7Bunger, The Greenback Era, 249-285, 374-407. 
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committee later reported House bill No. 5503 as a substitute 

for House Resolution 2704.79 

The second session of the 46th Congress opened on 

December 1,1 1879. Jones commenced the regular activity of 

a congressmen by introducing various motions and petitions. 

Not wanting to prove himself "an ungrateful wretch," Jones 

introduced a petition on behalf of Galveston citizens for a 

custom-house building as well as a petition for further 

improvements of Galveston bar and harbor.so Jones 

presented papers on behalf of such counties in his district 

as Brazoria, Johnson, and Matagorda for harbor and refuge 

relief, and for general improvements of the Brazos River. 81 

Jones presented petitions and papers on behalf of many other 

citizens of the Fifth Congressional District in Texas. The 

reasons for the petitions included the "abolition of the 

stamp tax on medicines," and for the "abolition of duty on 

type," to "pay for services as revenue storekeeper," and 

"for the repeal of all internal-revenue laws," among 

others. 82 

Jones also took care of Galveston, even though most of 

its citizens did not vote for him. House Resolution 2966 

79congressional Record, 46th Cong., 2nd sess. (January 
7' 1880)' 232. 

BOrbid. (February 16, 18, 27, 1880), 933, 994, 1210. 

81rbid. (March 8, 9, 15; May 5, 1880), 1396, 1422, 
1573. 

82rbid. (December 9, 1879), 43. 
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called for a United States custom-house and internal-revenue 

office and House Resolution 5785 called for the construction 

of a marine hospital, both at Galveston.83 Jones 

introduced bills that provided for the relief of the heirs 

of famous Texan David G. Burnet and others. 84 

Civil service reform became one of the major issues in 

the Gilded Age. Jones saw the issue as just another excuse 

to divide the country. Since "all questions of practical 

importance between the democratic and republican parties" 

had been settled, Jones called civil service reform "an 

issue calculated to keep alive their prejudices and 

partialities" as an "absolute necessity to their continued 

existence. "85 A common theme in Jones's speeches remained 

attacking both parties, and he accused them of being 

"incapable of dealing with new and practical questions in 

politics, they can but serve to obstruct and ruin. "86 

After the second session of the 46th Congress adjourned of 

June 16, 1880, Jones returned to his district to campaign 

for reelection. 

Democrats started planning their strategy to gain back 

the seat lost in the 1878 election the day after Jones was 

B3rbid. (April 4, 12, 1880), 2324. 

8 4 Ibid . ( May 1 0 , 18 8 0 ) , 31 7 5 . 

BSrbid. (April 3, 1880), 2088. 

86rbid. The question of civil service reform was not 
voted on in this session. 
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elected. In early 1880, Democrats felt confident they could 

defeat Jones. The press did not offer a favorable 

assessment of Jones's first term in the 46th Congress. One 

paper offered, without evidence, their view that Jones "was 

not repugnant to the radicals" and the radicals "willingly 

supported him, hoping his election might serve to demoralize 

the democratic party, and open the way to radical successes 

in the future." The radicals expectations "have been 

fulfilled" through Jones. Jones was a "bitter opponent" of 

Democrats and an "avowed friend" of radicals. 87 The Fort 

Worth Democrat wondered why Jones would "recommend a 

republican to supervise the census in the great democratic 

state of Texas." The paper then argued that Jones had been 

"elected by Republicans." Worse than that, Jones "has acted 

in concert with republicans on· many important matters in 

congress, and is, altogether, quite as good a republican as 

could be found in Texas." The Democrat wondered how any 

good Democrat could wander into the Greenback camp. 88 

Despite the negative press, Jones appeared ready to make his 

run for a second term in Congress. 

Early in 1880, however, rumors began to spread that 

Jones might not run for reelection as a congressmen. 

Instead, the rumors went, Jones would run for governor on a 

87Flatonia Argus, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
January 1, 1880. 

88Fort Worth Democrat, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, January 1, 1880. 
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coalition Republican/Greenback ticket. One theory had Jones 

quitting Congress and running for governor, with E. J. Davis 

running for Jones's seat.B9 The Houston Telegraph 

interviewed Jones about his willingness to head an 

independent state ticket against Governor Roberts. Jones 

responded to the rumors by saying, "new conditions in 

society . . . require new parties free from the prejudices 

and partialities of the past," and he hoped that "it would 

serve to break up the democratic party," and "encourage and 

promote the cause of the greenback party ... go The Waco 

Telephone stated that Jones "must know that he cannot count 

on any support outside the republican and greenback camps." 

No matter the unpopularity of Governor Roberts, the support 

of anti-Roberts Democrats would "not go to the 

representative from the fifth congressional district. "91 

Jones realized this would not be the time to run for 

governor and instead ran for reelection. 

Jones's opponent in 1880 became Seth Shepard. Shepard 

announced that he would be a candidate at a political rally 

in Giddings on May 4. 92 Shepard, who had come so close to 

89Austin Statesman, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, April 8, 1880. 

90Houston Telegraph, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, May 6, 1880. 

91waco Telephone, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
April 8, 1990. 

92Galveston Weekly News, May 6, 1880. 
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getting the nomination in 1876 and again in 1878, succeeded 

in his third attempt at winning the nomination. The 

nomination of Shepard won "universal satisfaction" among 

Democrats. Shepard "is young and vigorous and able," and 

will make a "strong canvass. ,.93 On August 8, Shepard 

officially opened his campaign at a rally in Halletsville. 

Approximately 1,500 people attended the Democratic meeting 

and barbecue to listen to a speech by Shepard and other 

party leaders. In an omen of things to come, a rainstorm 

hit in the afternoon and forced the large crowd to go 

home. 94 

Meanwhile, the Greenbackers organized their own 

campaigns. They held their convention in June and again 

nominated Hamman for governor. The platform remained 

basically the same as 1878. By mid-July, Greenbackers met 

in Dallas to kick off their state campaign with picnics and 

speeches by Jones, Hamman, and other party leaders. 

Unfortunately for the Greenbackers, this time around the 

Republicans decided against fusion with the Greenbackers and 

nominated Davis for governor. As a result the Greenbackers 

had a chance of winning only on the local or congressional 

level.95 Nevertheless, Jones kept on the stump for the 

93san Saba News, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
August 12, 1880. 

94Galveston Weekly News, August 5, 1880. 

95Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 59-60. 
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Greenback cause, even going into other congressional 

districts to spread the Greenback message.96 

Jones and Shepard first met for a debate at Artillery 

Hall in Galveston to open the campaign. The crowd 

represented a mixture of Democrats, Greenbackers, 

Independents, and Republicans. Dignitaries in the audience 

included J. W. Throckmorton, and Greenbackers John Friery 

and Hamman. Shepard was introduced as a man "known for his 

democracy from one end of the state to the other." Shepard 

then proceeded to remind the audience that "the democratic 

party was born with the constitution of this country." 

After a long discourse on the role of government, Shepard 

then turned his attacking Republicans and Greenbackers. 

Shepard took shots at General Weaver and Congressmen de la 

Matyr, both colleagues of Jones in Congress. Shepard 

claimed that Jones acted in concert with Republicans to seek 

"the destruction of the free ballot in the south." He then 

turned to the currency question, denouncing Greenback 

policies as "stock-jobbing, panic, and general financial 

disaster." Shepard said that "in a majority of instances," 

Jones voted with the Republicans. Shepard in his speech 

came out in favor of frontier protection and improvements in 

the Galveston harbor. Quoting the vicar of Bray, Shepard 

said, "I have changed my faith often, but my principles 

never. My principle is to live and die the vicar of Bray." 

96Galveston Weekly News, August 19, 1880. 
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Shepard said the vicar reminded him of Jones, because the 

only principle Jones had was to ''live and die a member of 

congress. u97 

Jones wasted no time in responding to Shepard. "If 

Col. Shepard had made a point I have failed to see it, and 

desire some one to enlighten me." The only point that 

Shepard made, according to Jones, was that he is a Democrat 

and would vote with the party. "He has not told us what the 

party proposes to do, except to beat the Republicans. He 

has spoken of the 'bloody shirt,' while he has done nothing 

but wave it all the evening." About Shepard's charge that 

he only wanted to return to Congress, Jones responded by 

saying of Shepard, "the man is so entirely wrapped up in the 

idea of going to congress that he thinks of nothing else." 

Concerning the vicar of Bray story, Jones said he would 

"prove to you that he is the hero of his own anecdote." 

Shepard's career was full of attempts to run for public 

office, which Jones elaborated on: 

He is scarcely out of swaddling clothes, and 
he wants to go to the state senate. He is beaten 
by Davidson . . . then he goes down to Washington 
county, thinking that he had another chance, got a 
few affidavits and a democratic legislature put 
him in a seat to which he was never elected. If 
he were not labeled 'democrat' ... you would 
never know it. 

Jones reviewed his own career and charged Shepard with 

"vaulting ambition." Jones did not deny that Shepard was a 

97 Ibid. , September 9, 1880. 
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good speaker, claiming the best speech Shepard had ever 

given was two years ago "when he forgot himself and repeated 

one of my old ones." Jones said he did not go to Congress 

"for the purpose of making a confession before the high 

priest of any party." Shepard could not "tell a man's 

principles from his talk," and would "accept a republican 

platform as readily as a democratic one." At one moment 

during the debate, Jones accused Shepard of duplicity, 

pointed at him, and mockingly said, "Talk about consistency, 

thou art a jewel." Jones accused Shepard of desperation, 

claiming that Shepard was "down on his knees to colored men 

in Washington county." Jones concluded the debate by 

reminding voters of all he had done for his district. Jones 

had not been "hostile to Galveston" as some had predicted, 

and he made sure the voters remembered what he had done: 

When elected one of the first things I did 
was to get the surveys of the coast. I called on 
Gen. Wright and got advance copies of the harbor 
surveys. I ascertained that the permanent 
improvements of Galveston harbor was a mere 
question of dollars and cents, and that it could 
be improved. 

After conferring with Senator Maxey and Congressman Reagan: 

We saw the necessity of improving the harbor 
and giving this vast country an outlet on the 
gulf. We went to work to get the best 
appropriations we could . . . they operated with 
me zealously. The consideration with them was to 
build up the port, and they were not afraid that 
the greenbacker, Wash Jones, might get some credit 
for it. 
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When Jones' time ended, Shepard received a half-hour for 

rebuttal. 98 Shepard could not match Jones as a public 

speaker, as is clearly shown from the debate. For Shepard 

to win, he would have to find another way to do it. 

Shepard's best chance at winning appeared to be linking 

Jones to the Republican party. E. J. Davis seemed to 

support that view. Davis admitted that "two years ago I did 

all in my power to induce the Republicans to support him." 

Davis would not be a candidate for Congress. He believed 

that Jones had done a good job and that he "has followed the 

course that he was expected to pursue." Jones was "entitled 

to a second term." Although Davis had "not the slightest 

sympathy with the financial theories of Mr. Jones," he would 

continue to support him. 99 Instead, Davis ran for 

governor. 

Newspapers also tended to be easy on Jones, apparently 

because he was an incumbent. The Brazoria Independent wrote 

that "Jones got an increased appropriation for the Galveston 

harbor that no other person could have gotten," and "if 

Galveston now goes back on Jones she does not deserve a 

harbor." Furthermore, "no appropriation for the removal of 

the bar was secured until Jones's advent. "100 The Elgin 

98 Ibid. 

99New York Times, August 9, 1880. 

lOOBrazoria Independent, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, September 9, 1880. 
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Meteor admitted that Jones had filled his seat 

"creditably. ulOl 

Jones ran an active campaign and canvassed his district 

thoroughly. Stops included: Halletsville, September 13; 

Wharton, September 18; Matagorda, September 20; Brazoria, 

September 21; Bellville, September 24; LaGrange, September 

25; Caldwell, October 1; Rockdale, October 2; Georgetown, 

October 6; Lampasas, October 8; Brownwood, October 12; 

Coleman City, October 14; San Saba, October 19; Burnet, 

October 21; Round Rock, October 23; and Austin, October 

2 5. 102 

As the campaign heated up the Austin Statesman 

predicted that Jones would soon have "all the time he needs 

to look after his private affairs in Bastrop county. ul03 

The Calvert Courier wrote that Shepard "is still knocking 

old Wash Jones over daily, jumping on the prostrate body, 

and otherwise imitating the democratic rooster." The paper 

referred to Jones as "the old adung hill" who "gets his head 

up occasionally and spasmodically pecks at the 

gamecock."1°4 The Austin Dispatch, however, felt that 

101Elgin Meteor, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
April 8, 1880. 

102Galveston Weekly News, August 5, 1880. 

103Austin Statesman, quoted in the Gal vest on Weekly 
News, September 9, 1880. 

104calvert Courier, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
November 4, 1880. 
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Jones had the upper hand in a debate held in that city. 

Jones made an "able speech" and "poured redhot shot into the 

bogus democracy." The Democrats in the crowd demanded Jones 

be silenced because Jones's speech "was more than they could 

stand. "
105 

Jones would not be silenced, and his campaign 

kept on rolling. 

When election day came, the Fifth District returned 

Jones to Congress in a close race. Jones barely beat 

Shepard by less than 200 votes .1°6 The Houston Telegraph, 

in a remarkable perceptive piece, claimed that Jones ran 

because he would in "two years . take the field as an 

independent democratic candidate for governor ... 107 But 

first of all, Jones had a term in Congress to finish. 

The 46th Congress had some unfinished business left. 

During the third session that ran into 1881, Jones made two 

major speeches. The first speech, on Saturday, January 8, 

1881, dealt with refunding of the national debt. "Of the 

three parties, the greenback alone ever desired or now 

designs the extinguishment of the national debt." The 

problem was the debt and "it never has been and never can be 

a matter of practical consequence whether the debt be 

payable in coin or paper," as long as it got paid. Jones 

lOS Austin Dispatch, ibid. 

106Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 60. 

107Houston Telegram, quoted in the Galveston Weekly 
News, September 9, 1880. 
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described the fiat theory that the law makes money, and the 

metallic theory in which only gold and silver were money. 

He admitted that the recent elections did not bode well for 

the Greenback party. Jones blamed "partyism" saying "thus 

it has been in successive elections for the last twenty-five 

years, and time and disaster seem to increase and 

consolidate this blind power." Jones used the 1878 

Democratic party platform in Texas as an example of a party 

"denouncing banks and demanding that the Government alone 

should issue paper currency," yet still clinging to party 

identity. He continued to attack, claiming, "the great 

danger to popular institutions is the clannishness" of the 

parties. Jones believed that "If parties should pass away 

with the issues that excite them . . . our Republic would be 

exempt from danger ... 108 

Jones also became embroiled in the controversy over a 

contested election. The issue of who should be seated from 

the First Congressional District of North Carolina generated 

much debate. Martin, a Republican, had apparently defeated 

Yeats, a Democrat. When Yeats contested the election, the 

matter was taken up by the House. To Jones, the election 

seemed an issue of "whether red-tape and trickery shall 

predominate and control elections of the people of the 

United States.'' Jones's comment comparing the committee 

108congressional Record, 46th Cong. , 3rd sess. (January 
8, 1881), Appendix, 18, 19. 
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that investigated the election to a "tribunal inferior in 

its character to an Arkansas justice of the peace," produced 

laughter from the House. The larger issue to Jones appeared 

to be one of fairness: 

In behalf of my party, I say this, if we vote 
with the republicans on this or any other 
occasion, it is because we do not permit them or 
anybody else to outstrip us in devotion or support 
of a free ballot and a fair count. It is the 
cardinal principle of the Greenback party. 
Without it we can never hope to win .... It is, 
then, in the interest of that party, it is in the 
interest of this idea, we are fighting for a free 
ballot and a fair count.l09 

Unfortunately for Martin and Jones, the Democratic majority 

in the House voted that Yeats was entitled to the seat. 

Among the representatives from Texas, only Jones voted on 

the side of Martin the Republican. The rest of the 

delegation from Texas voted for the Democrat Yeats.11° 

Glad to have the election behind him, Jones returned to 

Washington as a member of the 47th Congress. The election 

that placed the Republican Garfield in the White House, also 

placed the Republicans in control of the House. The 

Greenbackers declined in numbers, electing only ten members, 

with four of those from Missouri. 111 Jones again did the 

regular work of a Congressmen, introducing bills, papers, 

and petitions. For Galveston, Jones introduced bills for a 

109rbid. (January 29, 1881), 1036-1041. 

llOibid., 1050-1051. 

lllMartis, Political Atlas, 135. 
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marine hospital, public buildings, and harbor 

improvements .112 

Jones's major speech for the first session of the 47th 

Congress dealt with the tariff and tax commission. The bill 

in question, H.R. No. 2315, would "provide for the 

appointment of a commission to investigate the question of 

the tariff and internal-revenue laws." Jones worried about 

the national debt, claiming that "pensions will aggregate 

1,000,000,000 in the next twenty years." He wanted "to 

increase the revenue by tariff or diminish the expenditures 

or in part do both." Jones explained the difference between 

the two major parties and the Greenback party was that "The 

Greenback party affirms the constitutional power and its 

practical efficacy to make and regulate money. This the 

Democrats and Republicans deny." Jones believed that by 

"proper use of the national credit we can counteract 

monopolies, abolish internal revenue, reduce the tariff, and 

supersede the national banks." The system had gone wrong 

and Jones expressed no surprise that "we have Jay Goulds and 

Vanderbilts and millionaires springing up as if by the magic 

of Aladdin's lamp!" 113 Jones closed his speech with a plea 

that the currency be made stable. 

112congressional Record, 47th Cong. , 1st sess. (December 
19, 1881; February 2, 1882), 198, 857. 

113rbid. (April 11, 1882), appendix 108-112. 
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Jones was not without a lighter side. As a top 

debater, Jones could use his oratorical skills and wit as he 

did in the debates on May 18, 1882. Representative Bland of 

Missouri became the target of Jones. Jones claimed that 

Bland had entirely mistaken a Greenback position on an 

issue. Thus, Bland "deserve[s] either our condemnation or 

our sympathy and pity. If I did not suspect that the terror 

of the Greenback party in his district is not working upon 

the gentlemen, I would really feel indignant." Jones then 

added, "as it is, I pity the poor fellow." Jones felt that 

Bland was a hypocrite, at one point saying, "If he is crazy 

I would forgive him, for he is irresponsible. He gets up 

here and denounces the fiat idea, when the Bland silver bill 

is full of it." Of Bland, Jones said "the man is so 

illogical and so little understands himself and his cause as 

to denounce the every element that props his dollar." Jones 

claimed he could go on about Bland's errors, but "In mercy, 

I forbear." Bland responded by asking to "explain why he 

voted against every proposition in this bill that looks 

toward the payment of the bonds, the very idea upon which he 

came into this House." Jones responded by accusing Bland of 

being a "chameleon" trying to win favor with both Democratic 

and Greenback voters back home. Bland believed in "one 

thing in one place, another thing in another place, and 

nothing very long."114 The first session of the 47th 

lHibid. (May 18, 1882), 4089-4090. 
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Congress carne to an end. Overall, Jones acquitted himself 

very well, considering that the greenbackers remained a weak 

party. Jones did all the things expected of a congressman, 

offering motions and petitions to take care of the voters 

back horne. As the first session of the 47th Congress ended, 

Jones headed back to Texas. The task that awaited him there 

would be a big one. Jones decided not to run for reelection 

to Congress. Instead, Jones would try to become the next 

governor of Texas. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE TEXAS GOVERNOR'S RACES OF 

1882 AND 1884 

George Washington Jones launched an independent 

campaign for the governorship of Texas in 1882. Jones 

received support from independents, Republicans, 

Greenbackers, and discontented Democrats. Republicans and 

Greenbackers supported Jones, but for different reasons. 

The race for the governorship of Texas in 1882 proved to be 

the high-water mark for the fusion movement in Texas, as 

well as the rest of the South. 

In the South during the 1870s and 1880s, great tension 

had arisen between the rich and the poor. The poor began to 

concern themselves with such issues as high taxes, fixed 

elections, abuses by corporations, and the lack of public 

schools for their children. The southern farmer became less 

concerned that he might be exploited by the African American 

and more aware that he was being ignored by the Democratic 

party. By 1882, discontent with the Democratic party 

continued to increase. 1 

The Greenback party had formed as a result of 

discontent among farmers who believed that an increase in 

the amount of money in circulation would allow cheap money 

!Justus D. Doenecke, The Presidencies of James A. 
Garfield and Chester A. Arthur (Lawrence: Regents Press of 
Kansas, 1981), 108. 
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to raise prices for their products. The strength of the 

Greenback party in Texas seemed to be weak, although it did 

manage to elect one Congressman, Jones, in 1878 and again in 

1880.2 

Republican President Chester A. Arthur formed a plan 

shortly after the assassination of his predecessor, James A. 

Garfield. Earlier in 1877, President Rutherford B. Hayes 

sought to increase the Republican party in the South through 

the use of federal patronage by appointing Southerners to 

government positions. Arthur's plan differed. In Virginia, 

with the success of the "readjuster" William Mahone, a 

former Democrat, Arthur saw a chance to leave behind the 

sectional politics that characterized the South. Despite 

opposition from many northern Republicans who suggested 

Arthur continue federal patronage or abandon the African 

American altogether, Arthur supported Mahone to break the 

hold that the Democratic party had on the "solid South." 

Arthur believed the only way to break up the "solid South" 

was to support dissenters within the Democratic party. 3 

The success or failure of the independent movement would 

play a key role in the future of all parties in the South. 

2Roscoe c. Martin, "The Greenback Party in Texas," 
Southwestern Historical Quarterly 30 (January 1927): 161-
177. 

3vincent P. DeSantis, "President Arthur and the 
Independent Movements in the South in 1882," Journal of 
Southern History 19 (August 1953): 346-351. 
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President Arthur proceeded with his plans to unite 

Republicans, Readjusters, Greenbacks, Independents, and 

Liberals in a broad coalition. The goal of this coalition 

would be to make a dent in the strength of the Democratic 

party in the South. Arthur, who became president only 

because of the assassination of Garfield, saw many of his 

policies opposed by members of his own party. Arthur 

received much criticism for his idea of trying to win 

support from "economic radicals."' His plan became just 

the latest attempt by Republicans to establish a viable 

second party in the South. Every Republican president 

between 1877 and 1893 tried to attract Southern white men to 

the Republican party: Hayes through internal improvements, 

Garfield through educational improvements, Arthur through 

fusion, and Harrison through high tariffs. 5 Despite the 

high hopes of the Republican presidents, attempts at 

building a strong Republican party in the South, for the 

most part, did not meet with success. 

Since the end of Reconstruction in Texas during 1873, 

Republicans had no real hope of winning statewide office. 

The party members included approximately one-third of the 

electorate in the state, a smaller percentage than in other 

4Ibid., 352. 

Sstanley P. Hirshson, Farewell to the Bloody Shirt: 
Northern Republicans and the Southern Negro, 1877-1893 
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1962), 253-255. 
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southern states besides Georgia. African Americans made up 

most of the membership of the Republican party in Texas. 6 

If the Republicans and Greenbackers wished to form a 

new alliance, they would have to find a suitable candidate. 

Jones seemed the logical choice to run for governor. As a 

former district attorney, Confederate veteran, Democratic 

lieutenant governor, and congressman, Jones had exceptional 

oratorical ability and personal popularity. 7 

Rumors started early in 1882 that Jones would run as an 

independent candidate for governor. These rumors caused "a 

regular panic" within the Democratic party. 8 Democratic 

newspapers responded quickly by dismissing Jones's threat. 

The Lockhart Register wrote that Jones was "sadly mistaken" 

if he thought he would be able to unite "the independent, 

progressive, anti-Bourbon sentiment of Texas."9 The 

Castroville Quill asked, "Why this panic just because one 

man speaks of organizing a campaign against the party with 

some 100,000 majority. ulO Certainly Jones would face the 

6Alwyn Barr, Reconstruction to Reform: Texas Politics, 
1877-1906 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1971), 21-23. 

7wal ter P. Webb c.r..:.: :1. Bailey Carroll, eds. , The 
Handbook of Texas (2 vols.; Austin: Texas State Historical 
Association, 1952), 1:924. 

BGalveston Weekly News, January 5, 1882. 

9rbid. 

1°rbid. 

92 



challenge of his life in trying to win a statewide election 

against the nominee of the Democratic party. 

Jones had long hated the election system that produced 

Democratic nominees. "The convention system abstracts power 

from the people, and concentrates it in the hands of 

politicians, and, in the absence of real practical issues, 

serves only as a machine for the harvest of spoils. nll 

Jones had been able to win election to Congress at the 

regional level, but winning a statewide office as a non-

Democrat would be a bigger challenge. By challenging the 

Democratic party, Jones opened himself to all kinds of abuse 

in the press. By 1882 though, Jones must have been used to 

the criticism, because the press had never been his friend 

in any of his previous campaigns. 

The skepticism and abuse of the Texas press formed a 

major obstacle for Jones in his campaign for the 

governorship. The Dallas Times reminded its readers that 

Jones was at one time a conservative Democratic leader. The 

laws that the Texas Senate passed were considered "hard on 

the Negro" by the Republicans, who were now "fast friends of 

Jones." The Jefferson Democrat called the fusion movement 

an "unholy coalition. "12 The McKinney Enguirer charged 

Jones with "trying to get up a boom for the governorship" 

llrbid., January 12, 1882. 

12Dallas Times, quoted in the Galveston Weekly News, 
January 12, 1882. 
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because he "is one of the shrewdest politicians in this 

state. "13 The Galveston Weekly News, the most influential 

newspaper in the state, wrote of the impending candidacy of 

Jones. Jones's deep-seated belief that parties were no 

longer useful met with disagreement from most Democrats. 

Worst of all, Jones refused to "repent, recant or mitigate 

anything of his former denunciation of the convention system 

for framing tickets, ruling in and ruling out candidates, 

and organizing campaigns." The News claimed Jones's 

independent candidacy amounted to a "mere compound of 

sentimental negation and glittering generality" and urged 

Jones to focus on "something positive, something specific in 

the line of practical statesmanship and wholesome progress." 

The News asserted Jones had no platform of a "positive and 

specific in the line of practical statesmanship and 

wholesome progress." The News asserted Jones had no 

platform of a "positive and specific character" and had no 

chance of election, despite "his rare powers as a popular 

stump speaker." 14 Yet the News did admit the race for 

governor in Texas would be far more interesting with Jones 

as a candidate. 

As the campaign continued, attacks on Jones and the 

Independent ticket increased. One paper referred to Jones 

13Galveston Weekly News, January 12, 1882. 

14 Ibid. , May 14, 1882. 
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as "a very tall, droning speaker ... 15 The San Antonio Times 

predicted Jones will go before the people with his aping, 

demagogic whine," and that he was nothing more than a 

"hireling of General Weaver." The Times called for the 

papers of the state "to handle this disguised apostle of 

radicalism in the old way. nl6 The St. Louis Republican 

reported Jones "has been a pliant tool of the Republicans," 

and believed Jones "lacks sense or honesty. nl7 Another 

paper referred to Jones as a "sly old Bastrop lawyer," who 

had no more chance of being elected "any more than he can 

fly." Jones was also accused of waffling on the issues . 18 

Not all Texas newspapers condemned Jones. The Falls 

County Index asserted that "there are good Democrats" who 

believed of Jones that "nothing dishonorable has ever 

sullied his fair name and fame. "19 The Mineola Monitor-

Hawkeye gave this description: 

Col. Jones ... is the tallest man in the 
House of Representatives. He lives, in 
Washington, in a half-furnished unpainted, 
uncarfeted, and unswept back attic room .. 
While his colleagues feast daintily in the capitol 
cafe, he takes his lunch of apples and gingerbread 
at his desk. But this crude, harsh life is 
invested with pathos and nobility by the fact that 

15 Ibid. , June 8, 1882. 

16 Ibid., July 20, 1882. 

17 Ibid. I June 8, 1882. 

18 Ibid., June 1 1 8, 1882. 

19Ibid., May 18, 1882. 
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its sacrifices are made for the sake of needy and 
suffering relatives at home.20 

Trying to convey a sense of the candidate as a regular 

citizen formed a common campaign strategy. 

As discontent with the Democratic party grew, the 

Democrats faced a potentially serious situation. The 

current governor, Oran M. Roberts, found himself being urged 

to run for a third term. Support for the "Old Alcade" came 

mainly from legislators in West Texas. Other possible 

candidates included an attorney from Dallas, John Henry, and 

Congressmen Roger Q. Mills of Corsicana. By May of 1882, 

however, both Henry and Mills withdrew from 

consideration. 21 

Between Roberts and a third term stood John Ireland. 

Ireland, originally from Kentucky, had settled in Seguin, 

Texas, and became a member of the Secession Convention in 

1861. He had served the Confederacy, eventually rising to 

lieutenant colonel. Like Jones, Ireland had served in 

Constitutional Convention of 1866. Serving as a district 

judge in 1866 and 1867, Ireland, like Jones, had been 

removed from his office because he was "an impediment to 

Reconstruction." Ireland won election as a representative 

in the Thirteenth Legislature and then as a senator in the 

Fourteenth Legislature. He acquired the nickname "Oxcart 

20Ibid. , June 29, 1882. 

21Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 65. 
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John'' because in the legislature he opposed giving land 

grants or funds to railroads. Ireland's opposition to the 

International Great Northern Railroad won him many admirers 

in the state. Adding to his impressive resume, Ireland 

became an associate justice on the Texas Supreme Court but 

the Constitution of 1876 eliminated his position when it 

limited the court to three judges. He met defeat in races 

for the United States Senate in 1876 and for the House of 

Representatives in 1878. 22 Ireland seemed to be in a good 

position to win the Democratic nomination. 

To win the governorship, Jones had to build a broad 

coalition with the support of many factions. He announced 

he would be a candidate for governor in late April, while he 

still served in Congress. Jones wrote of the possible 

hazards of running an independent campaign. 

Our next elections are so important, 
involving so seriously the highest interests of 
the people of Texas, that one really in sympathy 
with the mass~3 of the people will naturally 
hesitate to become a candidate for the highest 
office in the gift of the people, lest hn should 
thereby hurt the cause he would promote. 

Jones then discussed his opposition to parties. "For years 

I had thought and felt that all practical issues of national 

policy between the two old parties, having been settled, had 

survived their usefulness and should be discarded." Jones 

believed the parties served as nothing more than 

22webb and Carroll, Handbook of Texas, 891-892. 

23Galveston Weekly News, May 4, 1882. 
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"obstructions to progress and . instruments in the hands 

of the ambitious land selfish," and that the "convention 

system abstracts power from the people and concentrates it 

in the hands of politicians, and in the absence of real 

practical issues, serves only as a machine for the harvest 

of spoils." Jones threw his hat into the ring in the hope 

that "my candidacy for governor can contribute to the 

overthrow of the tyranny, of the prejudice partially 

engendered by the strife between the old parties." Although 

he faced an uphill battle, "if elected, I shall devote 

myself to the attainment of the best for the people of the 

State without reference to any party or political 

organization." Jones knew full well what tactic his 

opposition would use. 

The main effort of the opposition will be to 
try and have the people believe that my candidacy 
is an alliance or coalition between the Democrats 
and Republicans. This is what they did in '76 and 
again in '78, though they knew their candidate had 
the support of the Republican administratiftn and 
relied upon it as an assurance of success. 

Jones's prediction turned out to be exactly right. 

Regardless of the tactics that Democrats might employ, 

the success of the Independent ticket hinged on Republican 

support. The leader of the Republicans in Texas, former 

Reconstruction Governor Edmund J. Davis, would have a great 

influence upon whether or not Republicans would support the 

Independent ticket. Davis realized the term "Republican" 

24 Ibid. 
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would mean probable defeat for any candidate carrying that 

label. Davis had earlier favored other fusion movements in 

-Texas, and most Republicans realized fusion would be the 

best alternative. Despite the fact that the national party, 

led by Arthur, favored fusion, there were few opportunities 

for hopeful Southern Republicans. The Republican state 

convention met in Austin on August 23 to settle the fusion 

question. About 400 men attended the convention, of whom 

African Americans formed approximately half. As chairman of 

the state executive committee, Davis presented the keynote 

address. Davis again suggested that the Republicans not 

nominate a state ticket, but should instead support 

independent candidates, as long as they held acceptable 

views. 25 

The Greenback party also had to debate the fusion 

question. As early as January, Greenbackers brought in 

nationally known leaders to espouse their cause and aid the 

party in the state. The Greenbackers held their state 

convention at Fort Worth in June, featuring General James B. 

Weaver, Greenback candidate for president in 1880. 

Responding to the urging of Davis, the Greenbackers united 

with the Republicans to support independent candidates in an 

effort to defeat the Democratic party. The greenbackers 

claimed "the Democratic party has betrayed its trust" and 

25Ronald Gray, "Edmund J. Davis: Radical Republican 
and Reconstruction Governor of Texas" (Ph.D. diss., Texas 
Tech University, 1976), 416-418, 420. 
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"doubled the debt." The convention adjourned without making 

any nominations.26 The leader of the Greenback party was 

General William H. Hamman. Hamman optimistically assessed 

the chances of the Independent movement in an interview. 

I unhesitatingly say that the chances are 
decidedly in favor of Colonel Jones's election. 
Every voter who would support any opposition 
candidate to the Democratic party will vote for 
Colonel Jones. There are nearly 56,000 voters of 
foreign birth, nearly 77,000 colored voters, and a 
largely Greenback vote, besides a considerable 
white Republican vote of native birth. While I 
admit he will lose some of the colored and foreign 
vote, the loss will be more than compensated for 
by the votes of Independent Democrats, and he will 
not lose a Greenback or white Republican vote. 
There is no reason, in fact, to belinve that he 
will not receive over 150,000 votes. 

Hamman acknowledged that a "small element" of the Republican 

party wanted to "preserve the integrity of the party," but 

will only serve to "strengthen the Jones movement." Hamman 

predicted trouble on the horizon for the Democrats. "With 

the dissatisfaction growing out of the established 

inconsistency of the Democratic pledges there has been a 

corresponding falling off in that party's strength, which 

argues well for Colonel Jones's campaign. " 28 

The fusion movement in Texas became part of a broader 

movement throughout the South. Independent candidates made 

26Ernest Winkler, Platforms of Political Parties in 
Texas (Austin: University of Texas Bulletin, no. 53, 1916), 
206-208. 

27Galveston Weekly News, August 10, 1882. 

2B Ibid. 
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serious runs for office in Alabama, Florida, and South 

Carolina, and in Georgia under former Confederate General 

James Longstreet. Each had the blessing of President 

Arthur. 29 Even if Republicans and Greenbackers had nothing 

in common except the dislike of Democrats, they appeared to 

be united in their effort to stop the dominance of the 

Democratic party. 

As the Democratic convention neared, it appeared that 

Ireland had a slight lead in delegates over the backers of 

Governor Roberts. Roberts had to fend off charges that he 

was only using the governor's office as a stepping stone to 

the United States Senate. Supporters of Roberts believed in 

him as the only nominee who could ensure the defeat of 

Jones. Roberts, if nominated, would also be able to protect 

a project he held dear, the newly established University of 

Texas. The question of who would receive the Democrats's 

nomination also involved substantive issues. Ireland seemed 

to be the ideal candidate, partially because he stood in the 

middle of Roberts and his Democratic opponents. Ireland 

favored Roberts' plan on the university and lower taxes. 

Yet Ireland sought the support of the more progressive 

Democrats by calling for aid to public schools, sales of 

land only to settlers, and no more buying of state bonds at 

very high prices. For the farmers, he supported state 

29carl Degler, The Other South: Southern Dissenters in 
the Nineteenth Century (New York: Harper & Row Publishers, 
1974), 282-291. 
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railroad regulation, a low tariff, an increase in the 

national money supply, and the elimination of national 

banks. As the bandwagon for Ireland continued to rise, 

Roberts suggested John Reagan as a possible compromise 

candidate, and repeatedly denied he desired a third term. 30 

The Democratic state convention met in Galveston from 

July 18 to 21. In spite of continued appeals by supporters 

of Roberts, he refused to be a candidate. Thus, Ireland 

received the nomination without opposition. The platform 

stated the usual rhetoric "that all men are politically 

equal" and opposed the "dangerous and growing spirit of 

encroachment" in government. Other planks included 

opposition to national banks and protective tariffs, the 

free coinage of gold and silver and the protection of labor. 

The platform favored "public lands set apart for the payment 

of public debt" and support of "the fullest education of the 

masses, white and colored, in separate common schools." A 

"special school tax" and "the protection of the public 

school lands" were favored. 31 

To oppose the Democrats, Jones returned from Congress 

and kicked-off his campaign with a visit to Galveston on 

August 19. Friends of Jones "serenaded" the candidate at 

the Washington Hotel, before taking him to the Pavilion, 

where at 8 o'clock, he spoke to a crowd of about 500 people. 

30Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 65-66. 

31winkler, Platforms, 208-211. 
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Introduced "as of Texas, belonging to no one section or 

party," Jones began his speech to "liberal applause." The 

speech, lasting two hours and fifteen minutes, covered the 

issues of the campaign. After a brief review of his 

background, Jones listed the reasons he launched his 

independent campaign. Parties were "factions, nothing 

else." Jones "had felt the sad consequences that had been 

brought on the country by divided issues" and had "seen men 

plying popular prejudice to perpetuate themselves in 

political power." The audience reminded by Jones that he 

had once been a Democrat, heard him say he left the 

Democratic party because he found it "unbearable to vote for 

Horace Greeley." "Blind devotion to party is what has well

nigh ruined the country," Jones alleged. Voters should not 

count him out, because Jones said others had done that 

before and he surprised them to win his congressional races. 

The Democratic party had stolen the platform from the 

Greenbackers, and Jones charged that this "was a trick to 

keep tender-footed Democrats in the fold." Jones did not 

have time to "dwell on the corruption of the Democratic 

faction," but did charge the party with "whining for free 

trade, but always going for protection for little industries 

in their own vicinity. "The recently passed pension act 

"was the work of the Democrats in Congress as a bid for the 
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Northern soldiers' votes, and it would cost the country from 

five to ten million dollars. u32 

Jones then turned his attention to local matters. John 

Hancock, whom Jones defeated in an 1878 congressional race, 

was running for Congress again against Edmund Davis. Jones 

charged that "Hancock knows no more about the Democracy than 

a hog about astronomy." Ireland and Hancock, were not 

really Democrats, but "fossilized Knownothings [sic]." 

Jones found himself defending some of his votes in Congress, 

notably the Lynch-Chalmers contested election, in which 

Lynch apparently won by 600 votes, "but was counted out 

because there were dashes between certain names." "Ballots 

elect, not technical quibbles," Jones said. "The Texas 

press," he argued, had condemned him because "he voted to 

seat a negro." 

Turning to the governor's election, Jones recommended 

building railroads, having "good free schools," protecting 

the frontier and having "fair and free elections" as ways of 

solving the "question of educational and material 

development." "We want immigration, but in order to get it 

we must have good schools, good laws and a pure ballot," he 

stated. Jones came out in support of the state university 

and favored railroads, although he "was no railroad lawyer 

and have never been paid anything by them." The current 

administration of Governor Roberts came in for criticism, 

32Galveston Weekly News, August 24, 1882. 
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but Jones claimed "the papers had started the Ireland boom 

and were going to stand in with John." If elected, Jones 

promised to do his job "to the dictates of right and duty, 

without reference to what the newspapers might say. " 33 

The Galveston Weekly News took immediate exception to 

Jones's charge of the "lying press." Jones had made the 

charges with "malicious[ness], calmness, and consideration." 

The News gave Jones credit for a good idea. "It is not a 

bad idea for a political masquerader and a rampant demagogue 

to play the persecution character. This line of action has 

a chance to beget sympathy." The News believed Jones's 

action amounted to nothing more than a "flimsy trick." The 

News continued: 

The "lying press" of the State was good enough 
authority for Mr. Jones when it suited him to 
adopt the statement of a Texas Paper, no matter 
what it's name or standing ... But what an 
outrageously false and unreliable vehicle the 
press of the State is when it trenches upon the 
congressional record of the immaculate Jones 
. . . It is hoped that the press of the State 
will keep this one in sight and not give him 
all he wants in the way of abusive notoriety. 
Hen. G. W. Jones is evidently after that very 
thing. 34 

Jones certainly knew that the press would not be in his 

corner, so he may have used the "lying press" tactic a 

campaign tool. 

33 Ibid. 

34 Ibid. 
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Ireland kicked-off his campaign on August 31 in Seguin. 

He spent much of his time responding to Jones's charges and 

defending the Democratic party. Republicans and 

Independents faced denunciation, while Ireland elaborated on 

the Democratic platform. As the campaign progressed, 

Ireland denied ever being a Greenbacker. Jones came under 

attack for being a Greenbacker. Ireland spent much of his 

time on the campaign trail defending his positions, mainly 

because Jones used his oratorical skills to maximum effect. 

Earlier, Ireland had supported a five-month school term 

instead of what he now wanted, a ten-month term. In the 

area of public education, Ireland also admitted he had 

trouble understanding what constituted a denominational 

school and suggested a law be passed to solve the problem. 

Although well-intentioned, Ireland's speech created 

opposition from those who supported denominational schools. 

To make amends, Ireland tried to explain his speech by 

saying he did not favor the use of the common school fund 

for religious schools unless these schools agreed to not 

teach the doctrines of any denomination. The speech only 

made matters worse, for no one seriously believed religious 

schools would operate without trying to espouse their 

beliefs.35 As the campaign progressed, Ireland made more 

blunders. He could not hope to match Jones in speaking 

35Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 66; John Seale, "John 
Ireland and His Times" (M.A. thesis, University of Houston, 
1955), 51-52. 
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ability, so he had to rely on the traditions of the 

Democratic party to carry him to victory. 

A pivotal point in the campaign came on September 2, 

when the two candidates met in Houston for a debate. Each 

candidate spoke for an hour and then received a half hour 

for rebuttal. Jones spoke first, giving "at great length" a 

history lesson on the origins of political parties. Jones 

reiterated his opposition to parties of any kind. The 

Galveston Weekly News reported Jones talked so long 

defending his record in Congress he found his time gone 

"without having defined his position on a single State 

issue." Ireland reverted to a favorite Democratic tactic 

when he spoke of the "flagrant outrages perpetrated by the 

Davis administration." When the Know Nothings had issued 

their platform, Ireland explained he had denounced the party 

and left it. Ireland accused Jones of being a "chronic 

office seeker. " 36 The debate dealt with two of the main 

issues of the campaign, the jury law and the school 

question. Jones opposed the existing jury law, which 

allowed district judges to select jury commissioners who 

could select juries. Ireland admitted the law could be 

improved, but argued it should not cause anyone to leave the 

Democratic party. With regard to the school term, Jones 

wanted an increase from the current three-month term to a 

36Galveston Weekly News, September 7, 1882. 
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ten-month term, while Ireland thought such a sudden increase 

too great for rural areas. 

A stenographer who attended the debate wrote his 

impressions. Ireland gave a well-prepared speech, but his 

voice had a monotonous quality, and he spoke too fast. On 

the other hand, Jones's ability as a speaker seemed 

comparable to that of Abraham Lincoln, awkward, yet 

"earnest, shrewd, and full of kindly sentiment and running 

over with humor. u37 Jones's ability as an orator proved 

his biggest asset in the campaign. 

Jones supported changing the jury laws and extending 

the school term as part of a concentrated effort to win the 

African American vote. The current jury laws of Texas 

banned most African Americans from voting because of 

illiteracy or the lack of ownership of property. Jones's 

candidacy received its strongest support from John Cain, a 

candidate for the state Senate. Cain vowed that once he and 

Jones won the election, they would "inaugurate a general 

reform." Cain "probably read more into Jones's ideas than 

was intended." Jones also received support from African 

American Norris Wright Cuney. Cuney, who emerged as a 

leader in the Republican party, spoke in support of Jones 

throughout the fall. 38 

37seale, "John Ireland," 54-55. 

38Lawrence D. Rice, The Negro in Texas, 1874-1900 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1971), 64. 
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As the campaign wore on, the Texas press frequently 

commented on Jones and the fusion movement. A common theme 

of the papers became reminders to voters of the Davis 

administration. "If Mr. Jones were to be surrounded and 

supported in the State government by the men who were the 

supporters of the Davis government, the people might well 

fear · . . extravagant taxes. " 39 In another tactic, the 

press treated Jones nicely, yet pointed out that he had no 

chance of winning. The Independents "scarcely anticipate 

succe$s" and Jones knew this because he "is no blind 

fanatic. " 40 At other times, the papers played hardball. 

Mr. Jones is not able to destroy parties. 
This he can not hope to do, or his expectations 
must be considered the vain desires of a mind 
diseased . . . and they are wasting their efforts 
when they set upside a little shop of political 
odds and ends, notions and truck, in the 
expectation of winning over so large an elemenfl as 
the majority in the Democratic party of Texas. 

Jones's campaign "seems to find some mysterious pleasure" by 

attacking "Bourbon Democracy." The News claimed Jones 

"enjoys self-contradiction" and went on to denounce Jones 

and his past as a Greenbacker, as well as the whole position 

of the Greenback party in general. 42 

39Galveston Weekly News, September 21, 1882. 

40 Ibid. 

Uibid., October 12, 1882. 

42 Ibid. , October 4, 1882. 
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After the debate, Ireland went on a tour of East and 

North Texas, wisely not debating Jones again. Jones 

followed Ireland on tour and debated Democratic congressmen, 

who charged that an Independent triumph would be nothing 

more than a Republican victory.43 Throughout the campaign, 

Jones corresponded with prominent Republican James Newcomb. 

Jones wrote that he had no plans to call on President Arthur 

"being satisfied I could accomplish nothing." Yet Jones 

believed he had "the optimism of many Republicans in the 

House." 44 As the campaign approached, Jones detailed his 

strategy to Newcomb. "I fear it will be impossible for me 

to go west of the Colorado," but he expressed a desire to 

campaign in San Antonio "a day or so" before the 

election. 45 

When election day came, the results fell short of what 

the Independent ticket had hoped. Ireland defeated Jones 

150,809 to 102,501. Although not successful, Jones made a 

stronger showing than any other non-Democratic candidate in 

Texas from 1870 to 1894. Jones won forty-eight counties, 

mostly in his old congressional district, but also in areas 

along the Rio Grande, in the Hill Country, and in the 

Northeastern part of the state. Jones ran much better than 

43Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 67. 

44Jones to Newcomb, June 6, 1882, Newcomb Papers, 
University of Texas Archives. 

45Ibid. , October 16, 1882. 
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the rest of the Independent ticket. Many factors came 

together to produce the relative closeness of the contest. 

Democratic bickering between the Ireland and Roberts 

factions, as well as Ireland's own blundering, combined with 

Jones's personal popularity and oratorical skills to give 

Jones a strong showing.46 One important factor in 

Ireland's victory proved to be the support of the anti

railroad vote. Apparently, voters believed that Ireland had 

a better chance than Jones of getting railroad regulatory 

legislation passed. 47 

Despite his strong showing, Jones's defeat resulted 

primarily from the fact that could not broaden the appeal of 

Greenback views to a large segment of the voters, mainly 

traditional, Democratic voting farmers. Landowning farmers, 

businessmen, and ranchers, for the most part, stayed with 

the Democratic party, if for no other reason, a fear of 

Republican rule in the state. 48 

Immediately after the election the blame game started. 

Edmund Davis, who lost his bid for a congressional seat to 

John Hancock, wrote Newcomb to complain that his loss was 

"Wash Jones fault." "I take it to be the only that he was 

46Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 69; Paul Casdorph, A 
History of the Republican Party in Texas, 1865-1965 (Austin: 
The Pemberton Press, 1965), 44-46. 

47 John Marshall Brockman, "Railroads, Radicals, and 
Democrats: A Study in Texas Politics, 1865-1900" (Ph.D. 
diss., University of Texas, 1975), 234. 

48Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 69. 
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too anxious to save himself to be willing to aid me," Davis 

complained, believing Jones's friends ''undoubtedly traded me 

off· "49 Davis lost, not because of Jones, but because of 

Davis' own reputation as governor, justified or not. Jones 

more than adequately acquitted himself in the campaign. In 

fact, without Jones at the top of the ticket, the 

Independent movement surely would not have gotten as many 

votes as it did. 

After his defeat in the governor's race in 1882, George 

Washington Jones returned to Washington, D.C., to fill out 

the remainder of his term in Congress. The second session 

of the 47th Congress lasted from December 11, 1882, to March 

3, 1883. Jones, granted a leave of absence "on account of 

sickness," soon returned to Congress to finish out his term. 

As a lame duck, Jones introduced only one bill, which called 

for improving Matagorda Bay. The only major speech Jones 

made in the second session of the 47th Congress involved 

giving a eulogy for his friend and fellow Greenbacker 

Colonel William Lowe, who had recently died. 50 

The respectable showing in the governor's race in 1882 

prompted Jones to make another attempt at the race in 1884. 

When Edmund J. Davis died in February of 1883, the 

49Davis to Newcomb, November 11, 1882, Newcomb Papers, 
University of Texas Archives. 

50congressional Record, 47th Cong. , 2nd sess. 
(December 30, 1882; February 3, 28, 1883}, 709, 2060-2061, 
3450. 
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Republican party in Texas needed a new leader. Into the 

Void came Norris Wright Cuney, an African American born in 

Texas. Upon returning from the national convention in 

Chicago, the Republicans found themselves faced with 

dissension in the ranks as exemplified by the state 

convention, held in September at Houston. African 

Americans, who made up the majority of the delegates, mostly 

favored the nomination of Jones for governor. The platform 

suggested the Republicans "aid all Independent candidates 

for State offices favorable to the defeat of the 

Democracy ... 51 

The support of another Independent ticket proved to be 

too much for some Republicans. The "straight out" 

Republicans convened at Dallas on September 23 and 24 with 

the intention of preserving the "integrity" of the party. 

The convention, composed mostly of whites, nominated A. B. 

Norton for governor. 52 

Following the endorsement of the Greenback and regular 

Republican conventions, Jones announced he would run for 

governor. Opposing Jones would be his nemes1s from the 1882 

campaign, John Ireland. Ireland spent most of the campaign, 

launched in early September, praising his administration's 

record. Jones countered Ireland's defense of his 

51 casdorph, Republican Party in Texas, 46-49; Winkler, 
Platforms, 229-231. 

52winkler, Platforms, 232-234; Barr, Reconstruction to 
Reform, 71-72; Casdorph, Republican Party in Texas, 49. 
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administration by criticizing the Democratic party for its 

inability to extinguish national banks. Jones focused his 

campaign in Central Texas, in the realization that victory 

would probably not be his in the campaign. 53 

Election day came and Ireland defeated Jones by an even 

wider margin than he did in 1882. Ireland garnered 212,234 

votes to Jones' 88,450. Norton received 25,557 votes. 54 

Jones won twenty-three counties, mainly in his old 

congressional district. Norton won five, while Ireland won 

the rest. 55 The poor showing, compared to 1882, resulted 

from a number of factors. Republican leaders, concerned 

with their own intraparty quarreling, showed less enthusiasm 

for fusion. Concern over the national presidential election 

and the "straight out" movement also siphoned off a 

potential number of Jones's votes. Jones did receive a 

substantial number of votes from African Americans. 56 

With his second defeat in the governor's race, Jones 

went back to Bastrop to resume his law practice. The 

Greenback party, in which Jones had played such an important 

53Barr, Reconstruction to Reform, 72-73. 

54Mike Kingston, Sam Attlesey and Mary Crawford. 
Texas Almanac's Political History of Texas (Austin: 
Press, 1992), 62-65. 

The 
Eakin 

55Ibid. For complete election results, county by 
county, for both the 1882 and 1884 elections, see pages 62-
65. 

56Rice, The Negro in Texas, 65-66; Casdorph, Republican 
PartY in Texas, 50. 
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Part, quietly faded away, as the Democrats gradually adopted 

part of its platform. The Democratic party remained in 

control of the state of Texas. Jones would remain semi

retired from political life until 1898, when he would take 

on another cause of dissent. 

115 



CHAPTER V 

THE LAST HURRAH 

After his defeat for governor in 1884, George 

Washington Jones made one last attempt at winning public 

office. He sought the office of representative from the 

Ninth Congressional District in Texas, trying to win his way 

back to Congress in 1898. The race would be a fitting end 

to Jones's career as a political dissenter. 

Following his unsuccessful race for governor in 1884, 

George Washington Jones returned to Bastrop to resume his 

life and law practice. Jones showed a philanthropic spirit 

when he granted a lot so the African Methodist Episcopal 

Church would have a place to worship. In 1890, Jones 

established one of the first industries in the Bastrop 

County town of Smithville when he founded a steam cotton gin 

and grist mill. 1 By 1898, however, Jones again developed 

the desire to run for public office as a dissenter from the 

political norms of the day. 

In the last great dissent of his life, Jones chose the 

Populist party as the vehicle for his campaign. Jones 

progression from a Greenbacker in the 1870s and 1880s to a 

Populist in the 1890s made a great deal of sense. One of 

the root causes of Populism developed from questions of 

finance. As late as the 1890s, questions about how money 

lBill Moore, Bastrop County, 1691-1900 (Wichita Falls, 
Texas: Nortex Press, 1977), 117, 192. 
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could be created, and who could circulate it, remained 

unanswered. Most Americans believed that any monetary 

system had to be based on the gold standard. Farmers 

believed the money supply to be too constricted. 

Greenbackers desired "fiat currency" as a way to keep up 

with the growing population and expansion. The National 

Labor Union, the Greenback Party, and the Union Labor Party 

all helped form some of the doctrines that the Populists 

would adopt. Eventually Greenback theories would be 

defeated by sectional politics. "The Greenback party drew 

little more than ridicule from respectable society" 

according to historian Lawrence Goodwyn, who also wrote, 

"Texas' George Washington Jones was reduced to 'Wash' 

Jones." 2 Jones had been called "Wash" long before being 

"reduced" to the nickname through his service in Congress. 

The Populist Party's support of the farmer naturally 

attracted Jones. 

The Ninth Congressional District in Texas comprised 

nine counties: Bastrop, Burleson, Burnet, Caldwell, Hays, 

Lee, Travis, Washington, and Williamson. Prior to 1898, the 

district had been represented by Joseph Sayers, Jones' 

former law partner. Sayers decided to run for governor, 

thus creating a need for someone to represent the Ninth 

Congressional District. Albert Sidney Burleson had served 

2Lawrence Goodwyn, Democratic Promise: The Populist 
Moment in America (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1976), 10-22. 
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Travis county as its district attorney since 1891. He had 

been mentioned as early as 1894 as a replacement for Sayers 

and, once Sayers announced for governor, Burleson needed 

only the nomination of the Democratic party. Burleson 

formally announced his candidacy on January 18, 1898, and 

encountered little serious opposition in the Democratic 

primary. 3 The Democrats nominated him unanimously in 

Austin on July 30. Upon receiving the nomination and 

praising Sayers' service in Congress, Burleson declared he 

supported the Chicago Platform of 1896 and expressed a 

desire that the Democrats nominate William Jennings Bryan in 

1900. 4 

The Republicans nominated W. B. Brush, a postmaster 

working in Austin, to oppose Burleson. Brush's nomination 

only caused the Republicans to disagree among themselves, 

however, which buoyed Burleson's chances. Finally, Brush 

agreed to withdraw from the race. Many Republicans did not 

want Brush to run because they felt it would hurt the 

chances of the other candidate, "Wash" Jones, who had 

Republican, as well as Populist support. 5 

3Adrian Norris Anderson, "Albert Sidney Burleson: A 
Southern Politician in the Progressive Era" (Ph.D. diss., 
Texas Tech University, 1967), 15-31. 

4rbid. , 32-33. 

5Galveston Daily News, September 27, 1898; Anderson, 
"Albert Sidney Burleson," 34. 
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At the urging of the Populists, Jones decided to run 

for Congress. Jones would not, however, carry the label 

"Populist," as his career had been devoted to trying to 

lessen the influence of parties. By running as an 

independent, Jones hoped to garner the votes of Populists 

and Republicans. 6 In an interview, he gave his view of the 

job the last Congress had done. "It made war in the name of 

humanity, but issued bonds in the interest of plutocracy." 

Jones accused Congress of mismanagement. "The one hundred 

million gold reserve under the false pretense that it is 

necessary to keep at par for the people's currency, is as 

silly as a fifth wheel in a wagon." The only solution would 

be to "discard partyism."7 Jones once again had returned 

to his familiar position of opposition to parties. 

The campaign officially got underway when the two 

candidates met for a debate in San Marcos on August 30. 

Burleson spoke first and defended the Democratic party, 

saying independents in Congress would not be able to get 

anything done. Bryan again won praise, and Burleson alleged 

Republicans had only won the presidential election in 1896 

by fraud. Burleson voiced his support of the free coinage 

6Galveston Daily News, August 7, 1898. 

7Ibid., August 6, 1898. 
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of silver and warned that the "issuance of greenbacks" could 

be harmful. E 

Jones spent much of his time in the debate denouncing 

the Democratic party, reminding the audience that George 

Washington also disliked political parties. The Democratic 

party could not be trusted because the leaders concerned 

themselves only with their own benefit, not the people's. 

The debate "showed few real differences between the 

candidates." Basically, the campaign hinged on 

personalities and parties, not issues.9 

Jones and Burleson met for another debate in Kyle, 

Texas, located in Hays County on September 4. As a band 

played "Dixie," Judge Ed Kone introduced Jones to the crowd. 

Jones alleged the first duty of government to be protection 

of an "honest ballot." The rest of Jones's speech covered 

the money question. Burleson, also introduced by Judge 

Kone, stated he found pride in being a "collar democrat." 

He alleged the Democratic party has been good for Texas, 

giving the people good government. ulO 

An interesting aspect of the campaign included the fact 

that Jones and Burleson were "distant kinsman." Throughout 

the campaign, the two would frequently travel with each 

Bsan Antonio Express, August 31, 1898; Anderson, 
"Albert Sidney Burleson," 35-36. 

9rbid. 

1°Galveston Daily News, September 4, 1898. 
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other in the same buggy to debates.ll The Galveston Daily 

News reported that Jones and Burleson "are warm friends." 

The Daily News expressed surprise that Jones could keep up 

with the younger Burleson. 

There is one thing that is causing comment, 
and that is Colonel Jones' tenacity. Albert 
Burleson, young and vigorous, has not been able 
to get a too fast gait for his now quite aged 
opponent, who is still meeting all his joint 
appointments .12 

Jones, who turned seventy in 1898, gamely continued to 

campaign, meeting Burleson for debates in a number of small 

towns throughout the Ninth Congressional District. 

Jones pressed on with the campaign, in "the best of 

health," and showing no signs that "his strength has been in 

any way" harmed by the rigors of the campaign. He refused 

to make a prediction on how he would fare in the election. 

"I have always made it a rule never to do any bragging about 

my prospects." When a supporter suggested of Jones claimed 

he would carry six of the nine counties in the district, 

Jones replied, "I should hope so. I ought to carry all nine 

of them. ul3 In the last major debate of their campaign, 

held in Austin on October 29, the candidates sounded 

familiar themes. Jones, "in a humorous address," again 

denounced the Democratic party, proposed fiat money as a 

11 Anderson, "Albert Sidney Burleson," 3 4, 3 6 . 

12Galveston Daily News, October 16, 1898. 

13san Antonio Express, October 28, 1898. 
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solution to the financial question, and supported Philippine 

annexation. Burleson favored free silver and denounced 

Philippine annexation.H Jones and Burleson, both 

excellent campaigners, matched each other in debating style. 

Throughout the campaign, however, Burleson had two strong 

allies that Jones did not: the local press and former 

governor James s. Hogg. Both the press, who backed 

Burleson, and Hogg, who campaigned for Burleson, proved 

influential in the election of Burleson.15 

When the results came in, Burleson defeated Jones 

20,378 votes to Jones' 12,628.16 The outcome "justified 

Burleson's reliance on party identification." Burleson's 

victory also represented "the triumph of the Democratic 

party in Texas and the utter demoralization of Populist and 

Republican opposition. " 17 Thus, Albert Sidney Burleson, 

not Jones, became the representative of Texas's Ninth 

Congressional District. Following his defeat, Jones resumed 

his law practice in Bastrop. 

George Washington "Wash" Jones died on July 11, 1903 in 

Bastrop. Tributes throughout the state acknowledged the 

importance of Jones's life. The Brenham Banner wrote that 

14Anderson, "Albert Sidney Burleson," 36. 

15 rbid., 37. 

16 congressional Quarterly's Guide to U.S. Elections 
(Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Inc., 1414 22nd 
St., N.W. I 1985), 841. 

17Anderson, "Alberet Sidney Burleson," 39. 
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Jones "was one of Texas' ablest jurists and best statesman, 

honest in his convictions, independent in his thoughts and 

having . the love of humanity, home, and country. " 18 

The Dallas Times-Herald wrote that the death of Jones meant 

Texas had lost a "man of great ability and proved [sic] 

patriotism." Disregarding the adage of not speaking ill of 

the dead, the Times-Herald editorialized "The greenback idea 

destroyed the usefulness of this great man. ul9 The funeral 

of George Washington Jones took place on July 12, at 4:30 on 

Sunday afternoon, "in the presence of the largest assemblage 

ever gathered together at a funeral in Bastrop." The 

Reverend Reddin Andrews delivered an eulogy that lasted an 

hour. After the singing of "Nearer my God to Thee," former 

law partner and ex-governor Joseph D. Sayers led the funeral 

procession to Fairview Cemetery. "The sides of the road to 

the Cemetery were lined with colored citizens, paying this 

silent tribute to the one who had been their friend in 

life. u20 With the death of George Washington "Wash" Jones I 

Texas had lost one of its most able orators, as well as one 

of its greatest political dissenters. 

18Bastrop Advertiser, August 18, 1903. 

19 rbid. 

20rbid., August 23, 1898. 
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Conclusion 

A cynical person might look at the life of George 

Washington "Wash" Jones and say that he had little 

importance because he did not align himself with popular and 

dominant causes of his day. Those who believe that would be 

wrong. Jones represented an important tradition in American 

history, the right to dissent from the popular political 

opinions of the day. In the South, dissent meant 

disagreement with the Democratic party. Ironically, Jones 

started out as a Democrat before becoming disenchanted with 

the party. His disenchantment led him to become active in 

the Greenback and Independent movements in Texas. In the 

words of Carl Degler, Jones represented the "Other South." 

The "Other South" included those who "rejected the 

Democratic party in the 1880s, and joined the People's party 

in the 1890s." Jones certainly fits the description of a 

dissenter, as he joined the Greenback party in the 1870s and 

gained much support from the Populists in his last campaign 

in 1898. The career of Jones and dissenters like him 

depicts a story not usually presented about the South. 

Dissenters lost the initial fight to break the dominance of 

the Democratic party in the South in the late nineteenth 

century. Ultimately they did succeed, as the South 

gradually became a two-party region. 21 

21 carl N. Degler, The Other South: Southern Dissenters 
in the Nineteenth Century (New York: Harper & Row, 
Publishers, 1974), 1-10. 
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The life of George Washington Jones spanned many 

historical eras in Texas history. Settling in Bastrop, 

Jones served his town as district attorney. Although 

opposed to secession, Jones enlisted in the Confederate 

army, where he commanded the 17th Texas Infantry. After the 

Civil War, Jones won election as Lieutenant Governor, before 

being removed because of political consideration. Leaving 

the Democratic party in the mid-1870s, Jones won two terms 

in Congress as a member of the Greenback party. Launching 

an independent campaign for governor in 1882 pnd again in 

1884, Jones garnered much support because of his sympathy 

for farmers with economic troubles and his famed oratorical 

ability. Returning to politics in 1898, Jones ran 

unsuccessfully with Populist support for Congress. 

Throughout his public life, Jones demonstrated the ability 

to dissent from the popular views of his day. Contrary to 

popular belief, the South had active and viable dissenters. 

The life and career of George Washington "Wash" Jones 

demonstrated this dissent very well. 
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