
JOHN MUIR AND JEANNE CARR: ENVIRONMENTALISM 

IN THE VICTORIAN ERA 

by 

HAROLD TROY STUCKEY, B.A. 

A THESIS 

IN 

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

Submitted to the Graduate Faculty 
of Texas Tech University in 

Partial Fulfillment of 
the Requirements for 

the Degree of 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

December, 1993 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

~ In the course of selecting a committee, I carefully selected 

members hoping that each would provide my work with the understanding 

provided by a diverse crowd. Dr. Jeffrey Lee, co-chair of the thesis 

committee, provided me with guidance and support. Dr. Lee encouraged me 

to pursue the topic of this thesis, and his patience and attention toward 

my subject are deeply appreciated. I briefly touched on the subject of 

John Muir and Jeanne Carr during my Senior Seminar in History with Dr. 

Karol Kelley. Dr. Kelley served as co-chair of my committee and provided 

me with support and excitement during the writing of the thesis. I am 

indebted to her as I know she plowed through a series of unorganized 

chapters. Dr. Lloyd Urban added to the committee a sense of overall 

environmental understanding. His ability to appreciate the foundation of 

the environmental movement encouraged me in my quest. 

I would also like to thank environmental historian Dr. Dan Flores of 

the University of Montana, whom I had the pleasure of studying under for 

three years. His enthusiasm and expertise provided me with my first 

understanding of the wilderness. He also was the first person to 

introduce me to the life of John Muir. 

Finally, I must thank those people who are close to me. My family 

provided me with a realization of the importance of education. Without 

them, my educational goals may not have held the same values. I would 

also like to thank Suezette Duncan, whose patience I know was hard to 

come by as I continually went on and on about "John Muir this, and Jeanne 

Carr that." Her claritive skills improved the writing as well. 

.. 
II 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS .................................................................................... . 
.. 
II 

CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION...................................................................... 1 

CHAPTER II. GENDER ROLES AND THE NORM OF SOCIETY.................. 14 

CHAPTER Ill. RELATED LITERATURE ............................................. ............. 36 

CHAPTER IV. A FRIENDSHIP THROUGH LETTERS........ ......... .. ................ 56 

CHAPTER V. CONCLUSION ................................. ......................................... 74 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................... 82 

APPENDIX........................................................................................................ 92 

... 
Ill 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

John Muir and His Inspiration 

John Muir was one of the greatest American environmental leaders 

of all time. As the founder of the Sierra Club in 1892, he inspired 

thousands to work for the preservation of the wilderness in its pristine 

condition. He never would have reached so many people if it had not been 

for his writings. Muir was encouraged in his writings by a woman named 

Jeanne Carr who supported his beliefs in the interrelationships that 

existed between species living in nature. She taught him about the 

importance of human relationships and encouraged him to come down from 

the mountains so he could share his knowledge with America. Although 

Muir's life is well-documented, Carr's was forgotten. The purpose of this 

thesis is to investigate the lives of these two people and show how they 

related to one another. 

It is surprising that Muir ever became a writer who inspired so 

many. He was a man of the wild, a hermit who lived, breathed, and slept in 

the outdoors. His preferred lifestyle was to experience nature for 

himself--not to share it with others. He proclaimed more than once that 

describing his own observations were nothing compared to the realities of 

the wilderness. 

Muir believed that the world functioned through the 

interrelationships between plants and animals. His writings demonstrate 

his belief in a giant web in an ecosystem that continually interacted with 
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every other factor so that life could exist in the world that God made. He 

immersed himself in learning about this world. Striving to understand his 

own purpose, Muir found himself through his writings. These show that he 

committed his life to establishing a respect for wilderness, a respect 

that would allow for the survival of nature, and the survival of the planet. 

Today, it is a well-known fact how important a role the environment 

plays in our existence as a species. If one species becomes extinct, then 

everything else is affected. As an early naturalist, Muir may not have 

known the eventual consequences of a threatened wilderness, but he knew 

instinctively that if things were not right in the natural order, then 

something was wrong in what he saw as God's world. 

Realizing that the wilderness could be lost to industry and 

civilization, Muir devoted himself to saving it from destruction. He helped 

to establish the National Park System. With Theodore Roosevelt, he 

worked to make the Grand Canyon into a National Monument. In the early 

1890s, a group of mountaineers were making plans for an organization 

devoted to the wilderness called the Sierra Club. He took the lead in its 

formation. Muir, with twenty-seven other men, founded the Sierra Club in 

San Francisco on June 4, 1 892. Muir was elected the president, and he 

kept the position for twenty-two years. Through this organization, people 

could work to preserve the wilderness. The club was a significant force 

in the unsuccessful fight to save Hetch Hetchy, a valley that was dammed 

to provide water for San Francisco. The Sierra Club has continued to be an 

important watch-dog group into modern times.1 

After the organization of the Sierra Club, Muir met Gifford Pinchot. 

Muir's relationship with Pinchot has already been studied. The latter 
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earned his reputation by instilling the European ideas of scientific 

forestry into the American mind. Pinchot wanted to preserve the 

environment, but at the same time, he wanted to manage its use to benefit 

people. Because of Pinchot's science-based ideas, initially, Muir 

supported him.2 

Throughout the 1 890s, Pinchot corresponded with Muir, and arranged 

for several people to meet the naturalist, whom Pinchot respected greatly. 

He wrote that Muir "had made for himself opportunities of observation 

which had been used to give him a knowledge of the Sierra unapproached 

by anyone else. "3 Pinchot respected Muir's work and wanted to share this 

with his friends. Muir's expertise enabled Pinchot to widen his circle of 

friends and supporters. Pinchot soon became an independent consultant on 

matters of forestry in New York. It is clear that Pinchot was thinking 

about large-scale conservation, even at this early date in his career. For 

example, he told a Dr. Rebbick in a letter dated June 1 9, 1893, that Muir 

had worked to get much of the "Sierra Nevada ... reserved, to become later 

on a regularly managed government forest!" This was untrue. 4 

In July, 1 896, on a tour by the Forestry Commission through the 

Northern Rockies, Pinchot and Muir finally met and shared their views on 

the wilderness. There was an instant connection. Pinchot respected Muir, 

and he enjoyed hearing Muir tell about his experiences in the wild. Pinchot 

said that Muir's stories were "worth crossing the continent to hear. "5 

Muir liked Pinchot mainly because they shared many beliefs about nature. 

Both of these men loved the outdoors; nevertheless, differences existed 

that would make them bitter enemies in the fight over the rights of the 

environment. Pinchot placed his priorities in conservation, that is, what 
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was best for civilization, whereas Muir believed in preservation, the 

effort to preserve the wilderness. 6 

Generally, it has been recognized that Muir and Pinchot had similar 

views concerning the wilderness from 1893 to 1897. Scholar Roderick 

Nash argues that the incident that permanently split the ideas of Muir and 

Pinchot occurred in the summer of 1897. The problem centered around the 

fact that Pinchot made a statement to the Seattle newspapers implying 

that sheep should be allowed to graze in the forest reserves. Muir was 

certain that Pinchot had told him the previous summer that sheep should 

not be allowed to graze because they harmed the forests. Pinchot denied 

that he ever said such a statement. Based on the misunderstanding, Muir's 

anger prompted him to work hard against Pinchot's plans for conservation. 

However, if Muir had known that Pinchot had written the letter to Rebbick 

in June, 1 893, their paths might have forked sooner. 7 

Another issue increased the hostility between the two men. In 

1890, the Yosemite was elevated to the status of a National Park. From 

1 908 to 191 3, a national controversy had developed over the construction 

of a dam in Yosemite National Park's Hetch Hetchy Valley. The dam was 

being proposed to create a reservoir to supply water for the city of San 

Francisco. As the champion of the Yosemite, Muir led the Sierra Club on a 

hard-set preservation campaign against the construction of the dam. 8 

If the project succeeded in creating a reservoir, the valley that Muir 

had spent years studying, would be destroyed, and it would show that 

National Parks were not safe from industrialization. Muir and his 

followers distributed literature nationwide on the issue, and they even 

gained sympathy from President Theodore Roosevelt. Pinchot, however, 
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enjoyed the personal friendship of Roosevelt who believed it was his 

responsibility as President of the United States to provide the people with 

water, lumber, and similar commodities for national welfare purposes. 

Pinchot and his followers worked to promote the building of the dam 

through his scientific beliefs in conservation. 9 

Muir's belief in preserving the aesthetic quality versus Pinchot's 

utilitarian methods of conservation concerning the Hetch Hetchy dam were 

best summed up by Muir's and Pinchot's own statements. Muir said, 

These temple destroyers, devotees of ravaging commercialism, 
seem to have a perfect contempt for Nature, and instead of lifting 
their eyes to the God of the Mountains, lift them to the Almighty 
Dollar. (John Muir, 1912) 1 0 

An opposing view was held by Pinchot. 

As to my attitude regarding the proposed use of Hetch Hetchy by 
the city of San Francisco ... ! am fully persuaded that ... the injury ... by 
substituting a lake for the present swampy floor of the valley ... is 
altogether unimportant compared with the benefits to be derived 
from its use as a reservoir. (Gifford Pinchot, 1913) 1 1 

By the time the Hetch Hetchy proposal reached Congress, Woodrow 

Wilson was in office. Pinchot spoke in support of allowing San Francisco 

to have the dam for a source of water. He pointed out that if San 

Francisco was not given control of Hetch Hetchy, the Pacific Gas and 

Electric Company could gain control of the valley, which would allow the 

organization to monopolize California's hydroelectric resources. Due to 

the many issues involved, Congress passed the bill, and on December 1 9, 

1 91 3, President Wilson signed it. 1 2 
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Muir died of pneumonia in Los Angeles on Christmas Eve, 1 914, just 

a year after his cherished valley was flooded, but his influence continued. 

Through the loss of the valley, the nation was awakened to the dangers of 

what could happen to America's National Parks. Muir feared that the act 

of giving the valley to San Francisco would establish civilization and 

resource development as a permanent legacy. The result was a hard-set 

campaign for the Preservation Movement. The issue is still not solved, 

and even today, there is still the problem of conservation versus 

preservation. 1 3 

Jeanne Carr 

Muir's fight against the forester Pinchot to save the Hetch Hetchy 

Valley from development is well known. Scholars however, are aware that 

the flooding of Hetch Hetchy was not the first time Muir had been faced 

with the concept that the natural world could be lost. 

In the late 1860s and 1870s, Muir began listening to a friend, a 

woman named Jeanne Carr. Through correspondence, she told him that he 

must think of the wilderness and not himself. He must write for 

publication to share his knowledge with other Americans; otherwise 

everything he enjoyed would be lost to civilization and industry. Carr 

encouraged Muir for years, and he finally began to write for publication. 

When he began this task, he changed the course of humankind's 

involvement with the natural world forever. The national movement 

following his death, but influenced by his work, altered the way 

Americans saw the environment. 
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Carr's role in Muir's life was significant. It is likely that Carr's 

influence helped shape the man he became. Ironically, her influence on 

Muir has not been noted in any depth. Her importance was seen in her 

lifetime, however. For example, Helen Hunt Jackson, the author of the 

novel Ramona, knew Carr well. Jackson wrote about Carr in the 1 880s, in 

an article entitled "One Woman and Sunshine." Carr actually wrote parts 

of Ramona. She gave her writings about the California scenery to Jackson, 

which have since been found to have "been incorporated word for word" in 

Ramona. Jackson's biographer Ruth Odell also credits Carr with helping 

Muir by getting his writings published. 14 

Two works written in the twentieth century recognize Carr's 

importance. In 1 928, Charles Francis Saunders' book about Carr's estate 

describes briefly the friendship between Carr and Muir and insists that 

Carr encouraged the naturalist to write. Still later, in 1978, freelance 

writer Jane Apostol wrote an article entitled "Jeanne Carr: One Woman and 

Sunshine." By using the earlier works, Apostol sums up nicely the 

highlights of Carr's life. Also, she briefly describes Carr's involvement 

with Muir.l 5 

In addition several Muir biographers have mentioned the importance 

of Carr and Muir's respect for her. The details of how she influenced Muir, 

however, remain unexplored. 1 6 In 1985, Frederick Turner recognized this 

in an article in The Pacific Historian. He discusses the works that have 

been written about Muir and briefly describes the areas that need more 

attention by future Muir researchers. He notes that "Muir's relationship 

with Jeanne Carr ... clearly calls for more sober and sensitive attention." 1 7 

The purpose of this thesis is to begin such work. 
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Jeanne Caroline Smith was born May 12, 1825, in Castleton, 

Vermont. She grew up in a fairly well-to-do family. Her father was a 

doctor, and Carr was proud of her family. She was a member of The 

Daughters of the American Revolution and her family connections exposed 

her to many famous people, including writers such as Catherine Sedgwick, 

and the soon-to-be Harvard botanist Asa Gray.18 

Carr became interested in flowers at the age of nine. Her 

grandparents encouraged her in her studies and they introduced her to 

faculty members of Williams College in Williamstown, Massachusetts. 

Carr was delighted to have acquaintances who took an "interest in her 

studies. "19 

In 1 844, Jeanne Smith married Dr. Ezra Slocum Carr. The two met 

when he came to Vermont from New York to take a position at Castleton 

Medical College. In 1 856, they moved to Madison, Wisconsin when Dr. Carr 

became professor of chemistry and natural history at the University of 

Wisconsin. They had four children. 2 0 

In 1860, Muir met Carr for the first time at the state agricultural 

fair of Wisconsin when she presented him with a prize for his inventions. 

Afterwards, Muir met Carr formally through her husband and his professor, 

Dr. Carr. 21 The professor led him to science, but it was Jeanne Carr who 

acknowledged the spiritual side of Muir. Soon, he would leave the 

University of Wisconsin to explore and study on his own. It was at this 

point that the letter writing began between Muir and Carr.22 

In 1868, the Carr family of now six, moved to California where Dr. 

Carr would take a position at what would soon become the University of 

California in Oakland. Jeanne Carr made her home a place where 
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"prominent actors, artists, writers, and scientists gathered." She enjoyed 

the various types of people and they in turn respected and admired her. 

Carr was described by these friends as an inspirational person whose love 

extended to aU.23 

Because she participated in "women's rights and fights," Carr was 

well-known in California by the mid-1 870s. She was an organizer and a 

political activist, helping to organize the "California farmers into a state 

grange," which resulted in a dispute with the University of California over 

the importance of practical education versus a liberal arts curriculum. 

She lectured all over the state and was known as a prominent writer on 

education and history. One such article that she authored describes 

Throop University, which was the forerunner of the California Institute of 

Technology, generally known as Caltech. In the article Carr thanked Father 

Throop "for making no discrimination in matter of sex in opening the doors 

of the university." Another article entitled "Among the Basket Makers," 

illustrates Carr's interest in regional history. Her interests in the 

outdoors were expressed in an article called "The Heart of Southern 

California. "24 

Other than her relationship with Muir, Carr is best remembered for 

her home in Pasadena, California, which she built herself. She purchased a 

forty-two acre plot, and she surveyed it carefully. She planted many 

different kinds of flowers, shrubs, and trees. It was called Carmelita, 

which was supposed to mean "little grove." By 1890, she had over two 

hundred species of trees and other vegetation. "Carr had dreamed of 

creating an industrial university to 'prepare young women for a woman's 
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business in the family and on the farm.'" Carmelita was a place where 

women could go and learn about the outdoors. 2 5 

Jeanne Carr died under the care of her deceased husband's brother on 

December 14, 1903, in Templeton, California. She was seventy-eight.26 
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CHAPTER II 

GENDER ROLES AND THE NORM OF SOCIETY 

The Roles of Men and Women 

Men and women have always had different work roles. The advent of 

industrialization during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries separated 

the roles of men and women probably more so than anything else. The 

dawn of machines created an economic world in which men quickly 

dominated and women were simply left out. The American middle and 

upper classes lived according to the doctrine of two spheres. The men 

worked in the public world of industry, or the male sphere. The women led 

private lives by caring for the home and children, or the female sphere. 

Both groups survived in their social realm due to the industrial revolution, 

because the male salary could provide for the basic necessities needed to 

survive. Interestingly, Muir and Carr did not follow the examples set by 

the two spheres, and instead, they directed their lives toward nature and 

spirituality. 

All primitive cultures were at the mercy of their environment. 

Among others, examples of nature's forces included droughts, floods, and 

wildfires. Because the environment could be so destructive, primitive 

peoples were aware of the dangers that existed. This is why many groups 

took care of their surroundings. 

In primitive times, men and women were constantly in nature. They 

hunted and gathered food and supplies by understanding the resources 

provided by their environment. Although not all cultures were 
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conservative with their surroundings, they were aware of their conditions 

because they were in nature more so than future industrialized 

civilizations. In many situations, hunters killed only as much food that 

was required, and the women processed and utilized almost every part of 

the animal so nothing was wasted. Even in farming cultures, people spent 

most of their lives in the outdoors and many societies rotated their crops 

or left their fields fallow so the soil would not become depleted. Many 

Native Americans fertilized their fields during the years they did not 

grow crops on them. The primitive societies were constantly aware of 

their condition, and their lifestyles prove that their lives were closely 

intertwined with their environment. 1 

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the productive 

family was the American norm, and they, too, were connected with the 

natural world. The productive family consisted of both the men and the 

women working together to allow the family to exist. They held equally 

important roles. For example, the men grew wheat in the fields, but the 

women crushed the wheat and baked bread. The men raised sheep, and 

women spun wool and thread so that both could wear the cloth. By 

working together with their environment, the family could survive. 2 

The Puritans, who had a profound impact on American culture, were 

farmers, living and working in the outdoors. They believed that idleness 

was a sin, and women were condemned if they did not do their part. In 

wilderness settings, women worked as hard as men and if they were 

single, they were expected to be self-supporting. Even though they had 

other roles, they all worked the land for food so they all held equal 

economic roles as far as surviving was concerned. 3 
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The amount of land available was an important reason for groups 

coming to the New World. The land seemed limitless and it provided 

security. Not only did it have the space to grow crops for food, but it 

possessed the resources so people could build homes and communities. 

There was not a single group that did not utilize their environment 

extensively. 

By the nineteenth century, the male sphere revolved around the 

modern industrial sphere which manipulated and subdued the wilderness. 

The vast exploitation of the land by men provided for the family, and for 

the first time, men's and women's roles did not attune with nature. 

The industrial age meant that men and women were no longer equal. 

Men were working as professionals, subduing women from the high paying 

jobs. Also, when goods and services were produced away from the home, 

the best jobs were held by men, not women. For example, for many 

centuries, medicine was an accepted practice for men and women. 

However, by 1 801 , schools and licenses led to the professionalization of 

medicine. Unfortunately, women were not allowed to attend most schools 

and consequently, they were not able to obtain the licenses necessary to 

practice medicine. A similar situation occurred in the legal profession. 

The system of obtaining licenses and the professionalization of 

occupations had closed the door for most women. 4 

Instead of a combined effort of both sexes, the existence of the 

home became one that was maintained by the male salary. The work place, 

or the public male sphere, dominated over the home, that is, the private 

female sphere. Women's rank and status depended entirely upon their 

husband's position. Women participated as daughters and wives, but not as 
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individuals. The female role was not to play an equal part, instead, it was 

to serve the family, the nation, and obey their husbands. 5 

The dominant themes of the era portrayed men as the breadwinners. 

They were the public sex, functioning within the working world. The 

newly established industrial economy created a setting where the father's 

wages could support the family. The money was needed because it could 

buy the machine produced necessities of life. As the stronger sex, the 

male image conquered nature for the sake of industry and civilization, and 

women were identified with the home and nature. 6 

The female became the private sex. She was the homemaker; the 

person who stayed at home to cook and to provide a maternal, nurturing 

role. The woman was supposed to support her husband, always obeying his 

"Godly commands." Therefore, she became the weaker sex, silenced for the 

time being. 7 

Men. Women. and Nature 

The industrial revolution exploited nature to provide for wealth and 

power. Most nineteenth century American men believed that wealth could 

be achieved by conquering nature. In other words, by subduing their 

environment, men progressed. The same idea was held in regard to women 

as we11.8 

Sherry Ortner stated that there was a universal thought that men 

belonged to culture, and women belonged to nature. Men believed they 

were dominant over nature, so it made sense that the male sphere would 

be dominant over the female. From one line of thought, the reason was 

because women were seen as being closer to nature than men. Logically, 
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to conquer nature would imply that women should be conquered, too. The 

idea presumes that in the 1 BOOs, a man's world revolved around being 

active and productive. Men were in the public sphere, .functioning in the 

political economy, and from a classical political theory, it would be 

logical that a man belonged to culture because the male sphere dominated 

production and the occupations surrounding production. 9 

As far as women belonging to nature was concerned, a woman was 

supposed to be passive and dependent. Women were the private sex, 

functioning in the domestic economy. One line of thought, called 

ethnographies, states that the division between the sexes existed for the 

purposes of production and for the livelihood of the family. From this 

perspective, both sexes were important during the nineteenth century 

since women did care for the home and for the family. Also, women were 

supposed to be closer to nature because subsistence living (or 

domesticity) was considered closer to nature. 1 0 

One idea that links women to nature is represented through a 

woman's biology. Due to the fact that women have monthly cycles and 

have the ability to bear children, in many cultures women have been seen 

as being closer to nature.l 1 

Carolyn Merchant compared the term ecology to women. Ecology 

stems from the Greek root "oikos," which means home. Ecologists see the 

earth as a home for organisms. Also, the human home can be seen as the 

woman's sphere. 12 

Another belief assumes that men wanted to conquer nature, as men 

subdued women throughout the industrial period. In Merchant's The Death 

of Nature, she argued that science encouraged the male sphere over nature. 
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Furthermore, because women were seen as being close to nature, they too 

were conquered by science. 1 3 

In The Land Before Her, Annette Kolodny proposed that women, like 

men, wanted to mold the land for their benefit. Women, however, would 

use a different means. Instead of conquering, women wanted to tame the 

landscape with gardens. This way, women brought domesticity to the 

wilderness. 1 4 

In Ortner's "Is Female to Male as Nature is to Culture," she explained 

how women were seen as lacking in comparison to men because they were 

closer to nature. Because of women's contact with children, their 

intellect was regarded as limited. The reason was because children were 

seen as "animalistic," and therefore were far removed from culture. 1 5 

Nineteenth Century Spheres 

Working class women worked in the textile factories. They had to in 

order to supplement their husbands' income. In most cases, women were 

easily assimilated into this line of work because their previous roles 

provided for home textile production. In these situations, the domineering 

male thoughts subdued the female work force. This was done by placing 

women into the low skilled, low paying jobs that did not have any 

possibilities for advancement. Ironically, it was the young women who 

began to leave home to go to work in the factories, while the young men 

remained at home attending school. 1 6 

Middle- and high-class women strived to become like the "genteel 

lady of fashion," which was encouraged by magazines. A new "proper 

sphere" was established as these women began to evolve away from a 
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working status. Women were already seen as the private sex, and they 

were constantly being told of their ignorance. Many women became 

depressed and believed they had nothing to offer. 1 7 

Men and women always had different roles, but with the industrial 

age, women lost their power. As a result, women began to demand female 

education because they would be the mothers who educated the children of 

the American republic. Women would also teach within the schools for a 

much lower salary than men. This was an area that was not closed off to 

women. America was committed to provide an education to the youth of 

the nation, but as a nation, the idea was to provide education cheaply. 

Women would teach for lower wages than men (thirty to fifty percent 

lower), and they could provide the services for the growing population of 

school children and for those who expanded westward on the frontier. 

Women slowly began to realize that they were being discriminated 

against, and through education, a new awareness dawned because women 

became aware of their own condition. 1 8 

The nineteenth century also marked sisterhood as a part of the 

female sphere. Carroll Smith-Rosenberg states in "The Female World of 

Love and Ritual: Relations Between Women in Nineteenth Century America" 

that highly intimate relationships were not uncommon between women and 

women. Intense emotional if not physical love between women played a 

complementary role to the nineteenth century heterosexual marriage. 

Close relationships between women were a widely accepted part of 

middle-class America. Women from all walks of life were known to have 

had intimate, close bonds with female friends. From cities to small 

towns, religious backgrounds spanning the spectrum, and the uneducated 

20 



to the elite, millions of women developed relationships apart from the 

male sphere.19 

Based on the doctrine of two spheres, women's lives revolved around 

their children and other women. Because the spheres segregated the 

sexes, male and female relationships were structured and stiff because 

each sex was "a member of an alien group." Consumed by science, men led 

lives away from women; as a result, close bonds between women 

developed to provide companionship. In many instances, when men were 

away on business, women spent time with other women and often dreaded 

their husband's return. 20 

Victorian America saw sisterhood as acceptable throughout women's 

lives. It was viewed as an important form of human contact that could not 

be achieved in male-female relationships. The closeness that women felt 

toward one another, and the "physical contact" were learned behaviors 

established by a culture that continually built a wall between men and 

women. As a result, men led industrial careers while women looked 

elsewhere.21 

By the early 1 BOOs, women were highly active in churches and other 

organizations. This participation also helped to develop close bonds. 

Simultaneously, they became educated as they educated the masses. One 

big issue for organizations revolved around the purpose of a "religious and 

national mission." Their cause was to strengthen and secure the nation. 

Women saw it as their civic duty to bring the world back from sin. In 

addition, through these organizations, women were strengthening bonds 

among themselves which reinforced their beliefs that women in America 

had a purpose. In educating and giving them a purpose, these clubs 
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empowered women. Conveniently, men were oriented toward business and 

had drifted away from religion except on Sundays.22 

There were problems concerning religion in America, both in the 

West and in the East. Many groups sent representatives westward as more 

families began to settle the frontier. The fear was that the West 

attracted a more rugged family because there were no churches. On the 

other hand, settled communities were upset in the East as many people 

left. The new cities attracted a diverse array of individuals who often led 

lives of immorality and infidelity, and these were not acceptable 

Christian lifestyles. In other words, the so-called proper and correct 

ways of life were being threatened as large numbers of people moved to 

the frontier.23 

It was now the role of women to bring religion to the wild and 

Godless West. The East Coast religious organizations followed the 

families moving to the frontier, mainly because the settled towns were 

being upset and the structured social class system was being threatened. 

The lady's "proper sphere" was a part of the social order and if the "lower 

orders" could not be saved, then the social class system could not be saved 

either. As a result, free Sunday schools were established in many 

communities to educate the poor. 2 4 

Rapid social change scared many religious people and the "militant 

evangelical movement" resulted. Like the examples set by the Europeans a 

hundred and more years earlier toward the Native Americans, the 

evangelical missionaries set out to convert. As a result, women's 

missionary groups formed and scattered nationwide distributing Bibles 

and other "religious publications. n2 5 
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The idea of leaving civilization and moving to the wild frontier did 

not excite many women, but because they listened to their husbands, they 

went. Men needed women to travel with them. They needed women to help 

in the settlement process. They also needed women to bring culture and 

domesticity. It was also believed that women would bring religion to the 

West, which was fulfilled by the clubs and organizations' roles. 2 6 

Expansion to the frontier meant that the gender roles would once 

again become equal. Men and women also reconnected with nature. The 

frontier was seen as opportunity, but it was also seen as barbaric and 

wild. Although the West provided for primitive conditions, it allowed for 

the sexes to become equal in their roles. Like the earlier years of 

American settlement, they would have to live and function together in 

order for the family to survive. Many women had to work in the fields as 

well as the home. As a result, their status improved as they took an 

active role.27 

Augmenting the Female Sphere 

At the same time the doctrine of two spheres was being accepted, 

there were those who were trying to broaden the female sphere. Two of 

these people were Catherine Beecher and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Beecher 

was an educator, and Stanton was an abolitionist who became a feminist. 

Although the women's place was in the home, Catherine Beecher saw 

them as the natural teachers. As Gerda Lerner stated in her essay "The 

Lady and the Mill Girl," role expectations were established such as 

teaching because as an inferior group, women filled a social need. In this 

sense, women would not threaten the male role, but they would provide a 
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constitutional right; as a result, it would be "proper" for society to accept 

the teaching role females filled. 2 8 

Catherine Beecher encouraged teaching as a profession for women 

throughout the 1800s. She argued that women should be educated in their 

job careers and she encouraged women to become teachers. Joan N. 

Burstyn, in her article "Catherine Beecher and the Education of American 

Women," states that there were two common beliefs in the nineteenth 

century regarding women. The first was that women had certain roles to 

play in society, whether it was to be a wife, mother, or caretaker. The 

second was that women should achieve whatever role they desired, which 

related to the home and a profession. Beecher wanted to educate women 

and encourage the teaching profession. In this sense, women could achieve 

what they wanted and also, they could serve society through a profession. 

In this sense, women filled their role and their profession.29 

Two important aspects of Beecher's work was that she realized the 

importance of publishing to get information to the public, and through 

teaching, she showed how different subjects linked together to perform a 

function. Also, because of Beecher's beliefs in education, she helped to 

establish many women's schools in the west.30 

Beecher was raised in a strict religious setting, and although she 

rejected the religious ideologies instilled in her by her father, they 

maintained a close relationship. Beecher saw herself as a missionary 

because she wanted to educate children and women. Her passion improved 

the human condition. 31 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton led the major women's movement in the 

United States for half a century. She argued that women's independence 
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was limited by the concept of the male sphere. She further argued that 

the male culture was based on Judea-Christian values, "American 

statutes, and social customs." She believed that because these systems 

placed women in bondage, the premises for their foundation was wrong. 3 2 

Like Muir and Beecher, Stanton was raised with strict Calvinist 

upbringing, and she too challenged the doctrine. Her radicalism was based 

on her beliefs in sexual equality. She eliminated parts of the Bible and 

called her work The Woman's Bible. She was humane and believed in a God 

that was not represented by sex. She stressed "individual responsibility 

for salvation," and saw God in everyone.33 

Stanton proposed suffrage for women and among others, fought for 

equal pay, coeducation, female property ownership, birth control, and 

divorce rights. She attacked the Bible and those who believed in its white 

male supremacy. She continually compared the condition of women to that 

of slavery; both groups were limited by social and civil rights. In 

addition, both groups lost their identity to their white master, and if they 

wanted identity, they had to take on the name of their superior. 34 

Women's rights, especially the right to vote, were radical ideas in 

1848 when Stanton called her first meeting. Eventually, her ideas reached 

the mainstream of American thought. She is remembered as a 

revolutionary and as an extraordinary human being. Although many people 

criticized her for her activism during the nineteenth century simply 

because it was not women's proper place to be seen in the public sphere, 

Stanton gained international recognition as a leader and as a great 

woman.35 

25 



Different Trends 

Muir and Carr did not follow all of these trends exactly. The 1800s 

encouraged men to follow the male sphere of industrial wealth achieved 

by suppressing nature. The era guided women into the female sphere 

which was culturally disconnected from men. In many ways, however, 

Carr's and Muir's thoughts were a product of their time. Their actions and 

life work differed from the stereotypical expectations of their time 

mainly due to their spiritual ideas and their love of nature. The doctrine 

of two spheres denied spirituality to men and simply ignored the concept 

of nature. 

Muir was an individual who did not follow the mainstream ideas 

produced by the male sphere. He was a person who revered nature; he had 

no desire to conquer it. He treated women with respect and did not care to 

subdue them. He delighted in their company, their suggestions, and ideas. 

Moreover, Muir and Carr developed a friendship together that was similar 

to the closeness that women, in general, developed together. Although it 

has been disputed by many scholars whether Muir and Carr were sexually 

intimate, 3 6 their letters resemble those written by nineteenth century 

women to their female friends that contained sensual overtones. 

Nevertheless, the letters between Muir and Carr prove they had a unique 

bond between them. Muir communicated with Carr as a person and not like 

a typical male would talk to a female. Unlike the nineteenth century man, 

he did not want to subdue Carr because she was a woman, or conquer 

nature for the sake of conquering nature. Muir may have been in touch 

with his feminine side. If so, it was through the balance in his own nature 

that he was able to persuade the masses to save the wilderness. 
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Muir did not want to follow a path of industry, at least not in the 

traditional sense. Although he did enjoy inventing gadgets, his purpose in 

doing so was to release human beings from the oppression of work. Then 

they could enjoy God, nature, and life. He did not care to make money from 

his inventions, nor did he want to create a world plagued by industrialists 

who separated their roles on the earth from God. Instead, his beliefs 

centered around spirituality. He encouraged people to see all things as 

being equal in the cosmic scheme. 

The average male was concerned with earning a living. Subduing 

nature might be a part of this if one desired to support oneself. After all, 

Genesis stated that God gave man dominion over nature. Muir, however, 

did not believe in this mainstream idea. The average man was leading a 

life that was far removed from the tranquillity that Muir sought through 

nature. By contrast, Muir was living in what he deemed as God's world. He 

was aware of himself, God, and nature, and the harmony of these three 

things made him different. Also, Muir became quite wealthy by living in 

harmony with nature. For seven years, he grew and sold fruit. Many people 

believed Muir was gifted with a green thumb and he became a legend in the 

valleys because "both trees and vines prospered and bore fruits as never 

before." Muir himself was not interested in the money but it was noted 

that he accumulated a great amount of wealth in order to provide for his 

family.37 

Muir was not interested in dominating nature for the sake of 

progress. Instead, he believed that people should experience raw nature to 

see the power of God; only then, could people understand that human 

beings could not conquer God's creations without destroying society. A 
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passivist, he did not believe in war, or subduing people or nature. He 

seemed to reject living the life of the stereotypical male. 

America's greatness came from its wilderness, but Muir understood 

this differently than most Americans. Whereas they believed the 

wilderness was important because the United States could harvest its 

natural resources, Muir believed America was already great because of the 

grandiose, overwhelming wilderness. The raw state of nature was 

spectacular, and Muir lived his life experiencing the untouched conditions 

of God. The wilderness was a place where he was inspired; he became 

conscious of his existence as well as that of a higher being. Everyday, he 

felt the presence of God, and the majestic power of the environment. 

Much like Muir, Carr also believed in the totality of the self. All 

species in the natural order were equal. She was a woman who felt the 

presence of nature and God, but she felt it differently than most females 

did. Unlike the woman of the nineteenth century, she did not follow the 

religious evangelical trends of the era. Although she believed in God, her 

reasons for doing so were different from those of the larger society. She 

would no doubt have agreed with her friend Ralph Waldo Emerson, who 

stated in 1850 that he disapproved of certain aspects of the Evangelical 

Movement, which included the payment of a fee to hear someone talk about 

God.38 

Instead of joining an evangelical religious organization, she sought 

God for herself, yet she led a public life and not a private one like most 

women. She was regarded highly by society, and she shared her ideas and 

her home freely. 
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Beecher's and Stanton's work may have influenced Carr. She was an 

advocate of education; she married a teacher and taught school. She was 

also the deputy superintendent of public instruction for the state of 

California in 1 87 4. In addition, she served as a school principal and 

teacher as she led classes in geography and botany in 1877. In the one 

essay ever published in recent times about Jeanne Carr, freelance writer 

Jane Apostol discusses how active Carr was when it came to education, 

and particularly, the education of women. 3 9 

She was an activist for women's rights. She was a prominent writer 

and lecturer on the subjects of education, feminist issues, horticulture, 

and history. She published articles stating her support for equality for 

women. Also, she enjoyed teaching women skills in practical knowledge 

by inviting women to stay at her unique home. 40 

Carr also found a balance of her female and male sides. For example, 

Carr was as ambitious in her work as many male business men. Yet like 

the missionary ladies and unlike the work-oriented men, she found God 

within her work. Of course, as a female, Carr was restricted from 

participating in the business world. 

Carr was not religious, but spiritual. She did not want to preach 

about God for the purpose of conversion, or to save the social class 

system, since the lower orders were a threat to many people. Rather, she 

chose to feel the presence of a higher being through herself that she could 

channel to all those she encountered. She saw God in everything: herself, 

other people, plants, animals, and all of nature. Her insight was that there 

is a harmony of the spirit, flowing through the earth and allowing for the 

existence of a II. 
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She did not impose her beliefs on the masses either as far as God 

was concerned. Carr believed that she saw God through nature, and by 

saving nature, she was in many ways, saving God, which was not much 

different than the religious missionaries. Her ideas, though, were to save 

nature/God and not the social class system. 

Surprisingly, many frontier women kept diaries stating that both 

men and women feared the wilderness, but they also "appreciated" its 

"scenic grandeur." There were also other women who, like Carr, studied 

and appreciated nature. Isabella Bird was one. She hiked the mountains 

and the rugged trails through the Rocky Mountains. Like Carr and Muir, she 

saw nature as grandeur and all-powerful, seeking a transcendental state 

as a part of God. 41 

Bird's writings portray her as being similar to Muir in her actions 

toward nature. She wrote about its scenic beauty, and she also found 

peace of mind while spending time in it. However, it was Carr who 

recognized Muir's appreciation and persuasiveness as she directed his 

thoughts toward the more accepted public sphere. 

Throughout the duration of her life, Carr had a love for the wild. She 

wrote to Muir of her nature walks, and of her hikes through the Sierra 

Nevada. Her home at Carmelita was simply an expression of what she 

loved most in life, a natural environment which could be used to educate 

others. Her love of the wild is shown in her work to establish "Pasadena's 

streets, parks, and public grounds" into replicas of the wilderness in its 

untouched condition. 42 

Carr's passion for life, God, and nature intertwined to create her 

happiness. Her life's work was dedicated toward the goal of improving the 
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human condition. Her feminist thoughts, her activism, and her endurance 

allowed her to accomplish activities that most women could not do. 

Fortunately for the environmental movement, Carr was Muir's friend. 

She provided him with guidance and support; she served as his companion 

and friend; she became an advocate of nature; and she urged Muir to 

reconnect with human society. She encouraged Muir and others to live the 

kind of life that most satisfied her. 

Carr's love for the outdoors was not uncommon for the women of her 

time period. Carr enjoyed nature because she felt herself a part of it. 

Most women kept a garden because society dictated that women do so 

because flowers were pleasant to look at. Carr thought that flowers were 

beautiful, but she believed, too, that women could learn about the world 

through nature. 

Carr lived in a time when middle-class gender expectations were 

clearly defined. She rejected the female sphere for a broader space that 

included nature. This inspired her public activism, which made her a 

leader in her own time. At first, Muir found the wilderness to be a 

retreat, a place in which to withdraw from the male industrial sphere. 

Carr encouraged him to take a more politically active role as he became a 

man who changed the way Americans thought about the wilderness. 

People tend to follow the social norms of their time, rarely breaking 

out of the mold. A few people are different and their actions result in 

change. Muir and Carr are two examples. Because of their friendship, Muir 

became an advocate for the wilderness, and through his work he was able 

to found a national organization which continually worked toward 

protecting the rights of nature. 
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CHAPTER Ill 

RELATED LITERATURE 

John Muir's Life 

John Muir was the third born of six children, with four sisters and 

one brother. He was born in Dunbar, Scotland, on April 21, 1838. In his 

autobiography, he recalled many outdoor adventures with his brother, such 

as pretending to be ancient soldiers in old castles, or scaling walls and 

trees. Throughout his life, however, he was closest to the second-born 

child, his sister Sarah. In fact, he remained close to her throughout his 

life through letters. Sarah was the first member of the Muir family to 

recognize his keen mind, rrwe expect great things of you, John. rr 1 

His mother's father served as Muir's first teacher. As a small child, 

Grandfather Gilrye spent time with him and took him on walks outdoors. 

In his writings about his early life, Muir told of walking with his 

grandfather to Lord Lauderdale's gardens to eat figs and apples. Along 

with their walks came lessons. His grandfather taught him about the 

alphabet and numbers and how to tell time. Muir became fascinated with 

clocks, so much so that he later built his own. 2 

Throughout Muir's autobiography, he showed a great appreciation for 

his grandfather and the time they spent together enjoying nature. As Muir 

grew older, their walks extended along the coast and down country roads. 

Often, they would look out over the sea, or along the countryside. It was 

through these walks that Muir gained for the first time, an appreciation 

for the beauty of nature. 3 
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Muir appreciated the land with other members of the family as well. 

His aunt kept a garden that Muir admired. His parents also tended a flower 

bed where Muir enjoyed spending time. He and his brother and schoolmates 

enjoyed playing in the outdoors. A favorite spot was at Dunbar Castle 

where he instinctively tried to climb any difficult wall. He also enjoyed 

"climbing trees and scaling garden walls. "4 Evidently, these were traits 

he carried with him into the mountains of the Sierra Nevada. 

The relationship with his father was not so pleasurable. Daniel 

Muir taught his son the strict Calvinist teachings. The Scottish custom 

for the area was to instill much discipline into children, and Muir was not 

excluded from the practice. If he was not studying his school lessons, his 

father was forcing him to memorize the Bible. By the time Muir was 

eleven years old, he could recite three-quarters of the Old Testament and 

all of the New Testament. Muir's keen mind provided him with a great 

ability to memorize, but learning about the scriptures was not an 

uncommon practice for the area in which he lived, and in fact, Muir's 

brothers, sisters, and classmates were well-versed in the Bible, as well. 5 

Muir connected religion and nature even at an early age, despite his 

father's ideas. Unlike his father, Muir thought that nature and God held 

hands in the scheme of life. He struggled against his Calvinist father's 

ideas that religion and nature did not mix. He told his father once to 

"admire the work of God displayed in a bonnie bird. Nobody but God could 

paint feathers like those." Another example to show that Muir connected 

nature to Christianity occurred when he described his father's garden 

which was kept "as much like Eden as possible. "6 
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Muir first became interested in America by learning about its 

wilderness in his school lessons. His class learned about Audubon's story 

of the passenger pigeons which "darkened the sky like clouds." Muir was 

intrigued with their abundance but sickened by the farmers' actions as 

they killed the birds in order to feed their hogs simply because there were 

so many. He also heard tales of bald eagles, the American forests, the 

sugar maple tree, and gold. Then on February 18, 1849, while he and his 

brother David were at their grandfather's house, his father told them that 

"they need not learn their lessons tonight, for they were going to America 

in the morning!" Muir was enthusiastic about actually seeing "boundless 

woods, sugar maples, hawks, eagles, and pigeons." 7 

The women stayed in Scotland until Daniel Muir established a home, 

and for the boys and their father, the boat trip to New York was long. Upon 

arrival, they journeyed to Wisconsin where Muir's father picked out a 

farm. Muir and his brother felt at home almost immediately. The boys 

enjoyed learning about nature in America, particularly because the 

teaching methods were so different. In Scotland, their teachers beat them 

to force or make them learn. In America, when they were not in school, 

the wilderness itself was their teacher and Muir and his brother had fun at 

the same time they learned. Muir later wrote, 

How utterly happy it made us! Nature streaming into us, wooingly 
teaching her glowing lessons, so unlike the dismal grammar ashes 
and cinders, so long thrashed into us. Here without knowing it, we 
still were at school; every wild lesson a love lesson, not whipped 
but charmed into us. Oh, that [glorious] Wisconsin Wilderness!"8 

Muir enjoyed learning because he liked the subject. 
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Muir did not describe his actions in a defined way as a youth, but his 

beliefs created a pattern that followed him throughout his life, and he 

was able to recognize them in retrospect. He found a common bond 

through spirituality, nature, and learning in what could be termed as 

transcendentalism. His thoughts followed a path which led him to a belief 

in a higher consciousness, and he saw himself and nature as a part of that 

higher self. Muir believed that an individual should explore and learn 

about the world in order to find him or herself. He followed this 

philosophy to find himself. Upon achieving this goal, the supreme self, or 

God, has been found. 

Muir was well on his way of self-exploration by his teenage years, 

In fact, by the age fifteen or sixteen, Muir had developed a passion for 

learning, which became a problem between him and his father. Although 

he had to work on the farm to help the family, he began teaching himself 

mathematics when he was not working. He enjoyed reading, although he 

had to hide books from his father that were not religious ones. Muir 

enjoyed reading the Bible, but he also liked to read Shakespeare, Milton, 

and other great poets. The dilemma he had to overcome was the fact that 

his father made him and the other children go to bed as soon as the 

evening worship had ended. Muir had wanted to use the time after dinner 

and worship to study and learn, so his father told him that if he wanted to 

do so, he could wake up early in the morning and study. As a result, he 

started waking up around one o'clock in the morning. His father did not 

like the fact that Muir awakened so early, but since he told him that he 

could study before the day began, he allowed him to do so. 9 
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Muir's early morning studies developed into the art of inventing. He 

first built a saw-mill, and it was followed by a water wheel, 

thermometers, clocks, a timed device to feed the horses, and alarm clocks. 

These gadgets enabled Muir to leave home. One of his neighbors 

encouraged him to take his devices to the state agricultural fair. So, 

when the fair was being held in Madison, Muir decided to seek his 

fortune.l 0 

Once he arrived at the fair, he displayed two clocks and a 

thermometer. Obviously he was a modest man because he was surprised 

when his work was well-received. By the third day, his inventions had 

begun to attract large crowds. He gained some publicity and was even 

written about in the newspaper, but Muir refused to read the articles to 

avoid becoming arrogant. By the end of the fair, Muir had won a prize 

consisting of a certificate and fifteen dollars. One interesting note is 

that his prize was awarded to him by Jeanne Carr, the woman who would 

one day be one of his greatest friends.11 

He was offered a position on Norman Wiard's invention, which was a 

boat that ran on steam and could travel over ice. The idea was that when 

rivers froze over, the boat would solve the transportation problem. Wiard 

saw Muir as a fine young inventor and Muir believed he could learn much 

from such a famous man. The two traveled toward the Mississippi River 

for the trial run of the boat. After several breakdowns, Wiard was 

regarded as a failure by the newspapers. Due to the circumstances, and 

the fact that Wiard had not taught him anything, Muir decided to return to 

Madison after the fair with the hope of enrolling in the University of 

Wisconsin. 1 2 
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Muir did not exactly know how to enter the university. He was too 

shy to go enroll, and he believed that the tuition was too expensive for 

him. He made woodwork and worked hard to sell it. He also began doing 

odd jobs. Often, he would walk toward the university and enviously stare 

at all the students. Muir thought "to join them ... would be the greatest joy 

of life." One day a student who had seen Muir's inventions at the fair 

talked to him and encouraged him to enter the university. The young man 

said that enrollment was possible without much money. Excited but 

fearful, Muir called on the Acting Chancellor to explain his desire to 

attend. Once his story was heard by the Dean, he was admitted to the 

University of Wisconsin. Soon, Muir discovered that by harvesting fields 

during the summer, he could earn enough money to support himself 

throughout the school year. He kept himself in school for two and a half 

years. 13 

While at the university, he only took classes that he believed to be 

of use to him such as mathematics, and languages like Greek and Latin. He 

also took sciences such as chemistry, physics, botany, and geology. One of 

his main interests was botany, perhaps because a fellow student re-

opened his eyes to the "glories of God" seen in the flowers. Through his 

studies in chemistry and geology, he met Dr. Ezra Slocum Carr. Muir later 

wrote that it was Dr. Carr who encouraged Muir in science. He also tried 

to convince Muir to become a medical doctor. It was through Dr. Carr that 

Muir was formally introduced to Jeanne Carr. She, on the other hand, 

encouraged him to read the writings of the transcendentalists, such as 

Emerson and Thoreau. Muir was intrigued by the ideas presented. He was 

also inspired by the writings of Alexander Von Humboldt, and he became 
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interested in traveling through the country to see and learn first hand 

about nature. 1 4 

In 1 864, Muir decided he would leave school and he would go to live 

in the wilderness. There are several reasons for his actions. Based on the 

writings Carr gave him, Muir believed that the practical experience would 

be his best education. Moreover, he was happy living in nature. Another 

reason for leaving is argued by Muir scholar Linnie Marsh Wolfe who stated 

that Muir was "passing through some mental stresses." Wolfe continues to 

argue that Muir was having problems finding his place in the world. Wolfe 

quotes Muir, 

. 
I was tormented with soul hunger. I began to doubt whether I was 
fully born .. .I was on the world. But was I in it? ... This was the time 
when all the world is said to lie before us, when armed with the 
small bits of lessons from school and church, we are to ... build our 
existences ... A few friends kindly watched my choice[s and would 
say] "young man, choose your profession--Doctor, lawyer, 
minister .... You must do your work as a part of society." ... "No, not 
just yet," said [Muir].1 5 

It was clear that Muir was questioning his reasons for existing. He 

believed that civilization limited the individual. Civilization had limited 

him and he felt the need to go out into the virgin forests and the untamed 

land "not as a mere sport ... but to find the Law that govern[ed] the relations 

subsisting between human beings and Nature." 1 6 

It is unknown where his first trail led him. It is believed that he 

walked through part of Michigan on his way to Lake Superior, and onward 

to Canada. Returning through Ontario, he boarded with a Scottish family 
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where he was able to explore the marshlands of the area. A few months 

later, he was off toward Niagara Falls.l 7 

After living in nature for some time, Muir was well-suited living 

away from society. Increasingly he believed that civilization was 

repressive. He thought more clearly away from it. Almost effortlessly, 

civilization fell from him while he was living in nature, and Muir was 

content without the social order. 1 8 

By the fall of 1865, however, Muir was longing to return to 

inventing, and he needed to earn some money so he could continue in his 

environmental studies. He took a job with some newly acquired friends 

where he created a gadget that produced broom handles. The owners 

offered him a partnership, but he refused because he loved the trees too 

much to work at destroying them by manufacturing broom handles. Then 

he left for Indianapolis. Once he arrived, he took a job with a company 

that made "hubs, spokes, and other carriage parts." In less than two 

weeks, his salary increased from ten dollars a week to twenty-five 

dollars a week as he improved the company's manufacturing efficiency.1 9 

Muir's shyness was still apparent. A professor had given him a 

letter to deliver to the Moore family in Indianapolis. Muir could not gain 

the courage to give the letter to the family. Many times, he simply paced 

in front of their house because he could not get enough courage to knock on 

the door. Once he did present himself and the letter, the Moores took him 

into their home and made him feel at ease. He told them about his 

inventions as their friendship developed. They asked him if he took out a 

patent on his work, and he replied that he had not because he believed that 
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all inventions belonged to everyone. "No inventor had the right to 

profit .... The idea of the invention was really inspired by the Almighty. "20 

When he first went to Indianapolis, Muir's original thoughts were to 

earn some money and then continue with his environmental studies, but he 

liked the excitement of inventing and his stay lengthened. He commented 

that he feared the loss of his call to nature because he was becoming so 

successful at his creative efforts. His ideas about inventing were 

different from the mainstream thoughts on machines, though, because Muir 

believed that the purpose of machines was to release people from the 

bondage of work. 21 

During the American Civil War, the industrialized North had won, 

which opened the doors for applications of Adam Smith's earlier theory of 

economics. This concept was regarded highly, especially in the West 

where resources were abundant. In the West, many people believed that 

Darwin's theory of survival of the fittest was a universal law. Although 

Muir believed in evolution, he disagreed with the conquering thoughts of 

industry over nature. Muir believed that God existed in all matter, 

whether it was in people, animals, or nature. He believed that the world 

evolved through the unity of the whole, not by subduing certain species. 

He feared that if human beings refused to accept these concepts, the 

natural order would eliminate them in order to survive.22 

In March, 1867, an accident put him on his life's course. Muir had 

been refitting a belt on a machine when the file he was working with 

slipped. It struck his right eye near the cornea. Someone standing close 

by heard him say, "My right eye gone! Closed forever on all God's beautyl" 

The shock caused him to lose his vision in both eyes. 23 
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He received medical attention, and after the passage of several 

weeks, he regained his eyesight. He began to think seriously of living his 

life in the wilderness. Before doing so, he visited some friends, and his 

parents. Due to his father's unwelcome attitude, he saw his father only 

once more during his life after his visit in 1867. On September 1, 1867, 

at age twenty-nine, he took a train southward to Indiana. Writing in his 

journal entitled "John Muir, Earth-Planet, Universe," he began his thousand 

mile walk to the gulf.24 

A few days later, he arrived at the northern coast of Florida, and he 

immediately began hiking through its flowers and swamps. Soon, he came 

upon Cedar Keys, Florida, where he began inquiring about travel to Cuba. 

He was told by a mill owner that there was not a boat leaving for two 

weeks. As a result of the time delay, he asked Mr. Hodgson, the mill 

owner, for employment which he was given. The employment did not help 

him, but meeting the family did because Muir became very sick, and the 

Hodgson family nursed him for weeks until he was well. 2 5 

In January, 1868, Muir was well enough to walk, but he was not fully 

recovered. Despite his weakness, he traveled to Havana, Cuba. For the 

next month, he walked and bathed in the sea. He explored "swamps and 

thickets of cactus and matted vines," and he enjoyed running into the 

waves in the ocean. Muir had read of Humboldt's hikes into the mountains 

of Cuba, but he did not attempt the climbs because he kept relapsing into a 

feverish illness. As a result, he decided not to travel to South America at 

this time in his life, which he had previously planned on the way to 

Florida. Instead, he sailed to New York from Cuba and made plans to travel 

to California.26 
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On March 28, 1 868, Muir arrived at the wharf in San Francisco. Since 

he needed money, he obtained a job working for an Irish rancher named Pat 

Delaney. Delaney admired Muir and he helped him to work toward his goals 

for studying nature. Muir's employment as a sheep herder allowed him to 

explore the mountains and study the plants.27 

In the mountains of the Sierra Nevada, Muir became one with the 

environment, as is seen in his writings. He was so attuned that he 

believed he experienced telepathy. One example occurred when a former 

professor of Muir's was in the Yosemite Valley. Muir had not known he 

was there until he felt his presence. Amazingly, he ran four miles 

directly to his friend. It was in these mountains that he began to see 

nature as one living "organism. "28 He saw everything as connected. It 

was here that he began to convey his thoughts to Jeanne Carr, an 

individual who recognized his extraordinary gifts. 

Jeanne Carr 

Born May 1 2, 1825, in Castleton, Vermont, Jeanne Caroline Smith 

was a child with a rich family heritage. Like Muir, she was influenced by 

her grandparents. She spent time with both them and her great

grandparents who told her tales of her American relatives. Her family 

stories emphasized the importance of women, who were portrayed as 

being equal to men. Carr learned to be independent as her relatives had 

been before her.29 

Like Muir she was highly intelligent and encouraged by her family to 

learn; like Muir she was permitted to be physically active. At the age of 

three, she began school and her passion for learning only grew. By age 
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nine, like Muir's own earlier interest in nature, she enjoyed walking along 

the countryside, which her grandparents encouraged. In fact, they 

introduced her to professors from Williams College in Williamstown, 

Massachusetts, who encouraged her interests.30 

Another common trait she shared with Muir was her ability to 

memorize large amounts of information. For example, like Muir's feat of 

memorizing most of the Old Testament and all of the New Testament of 

the Bible, and Jeanne Smith "collected almost seven-hundred plant species 

and learned their Latin names. "31 

In 1 844 she wed Dr. Ezra Slocum Carr. She was nineteen. They first 

lived in Castleton, Vermont, where Dr. Carr taught at the Medical School. 

Nine years later, they moved when Dr. Carr was hired by the university in 

Albany, New York. In 1856, they settled in Madison, Wisconsin, where her 

husband accepted a position at the University of Wisconsin. By this time, 

the couple had two sons. 3 2 

In 1860, Jeanne Carr was thirty-five and had four sons. Once the 

Carrs were established in Madison, she became a social and cultural 

leader. People saw her as the dominant one in her marriage. Four years 

after their arrival in Madison, Carr and Muir met for the first time at the 

state agricultural fair of Wisconsin. The Carrs grew close to Muir after 

he enrolled at the University of Wisconsin. The Carrs frequently invited 

the shy twenty-two year old to their home. 33 

In 1867, the Carrs' life in Wisconsin was upset. A new president 

took office at the University of Wisconsin, and most of the faculty, 

including Dr. Carr, lost their positions. A year later, carrying letters of 

recommendation, the family journeyed to Oakland, California. On their 
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way, Carr discussed the "history and resources of the area" with settlers 

and prominent members of the communities. Later, she wrote of the area 

describing its history. She noted the sheep pastures, Indian children, and 

the "grapes and strawberries ... in December. "34 

By 1869, the Carrs were settled in Oakland, California where Dr. 

Carr accepted a position at the University of California in Oakland. Again, 

she became a prominent figure as she opened her home to friends, artists, 

and scholars. Many people acknowledged her influences on them. Muir 

would do so in a few years, and like the development of her friendship 

with Muir, many of her influential roles began in her home. 3 5 

Carr accepted a job teaching botany at a girl's school in Oakland. 

She also enjoyed hiking, camping and leading groups into the Yosemite. 

Some people spoke in a negative fashion about Carr because she camped 

without her husband, but their thoughts did not bother her. In the mid-

1 870s, a journalist wrote highly of her as a woman who "scaled the 

highest summits of the Sierra Mountains on botanical expeditions, and 

practically asserted woman's rights by carrying her portion of the tent 

and provisions over heights that only the feet of Indians had trodden." In 

addition, she became the first recorded woman to enter the Hetch Hetchy 

Valley.36 

The Carrs' personal life was not so successful. Their oldest son was 

killed when he was crushed between two rail cars as he was working as a 

brakeman in 1873. In 1 876, John, another son, committed suicide. The 

two surviving sons never aspired to any greatness. Offspring of famous 

and strong people often do not. Carr's biographer Jane Apostol noted that 

"perhaps Carr's sons shrank from competition with their parents. "37 
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Although the mid-1 870s brought unhappiness to the family, Carr 

remained heavily involved in politics and women's rights. The Carrs led 

the California farmers as they organized into a state grange. The 

University of California was a liberal arts college, and the Carrs were 

asking for a more applied education. They wanted a more practical and 

technical education instilled in the curriculum of the University of 

California, as opposed to a strictly liberal arts school. As a result of the 

controversy Dr. Carr was elected as the state superintendent for public 

instruction, and his wife served as his deputy. It was noted that due to Dr. 

Carr's sudden illness, his wife assumed most of the duties of the 

superintendent. She published articles, and lectured on educational 

themes which encouraged women's education. For example, she served as 

the vice-president of the Women's Press Association, and she lectured 

supporting women's equality. Her goals toward education and her work 

with the state grange helped establish Throop Polytechnic Institute, 

which later became the California Institute of Technology. 38 

For years, Carr had hoped that Muir would meet a nice woman and get 

married. Then, in 1877, Carr met Louise Strentzel when they served 

together on a state board for Grange activities. Carr liked Strentzel and 

saw her as a good mate for Muir. She introduced them, and she was right. 

By 1880, Muir and Strentzel were married. 3 9 

In the 1 870s, Carr arranged for the purchase of a new home in 

Pasadena. Carr built and surveyed it herself. She wanted to design a 

little grove with "orchards and arboretum." "Little grove" was improperly 

translated to "Carmelita," thus came the name of her home. Because she 

hated fences, she planted hedges along the property lines. The property 
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was forty-two acres, and by 1890, she had planted over two-hundred 

different species of plants. 40 

Her two sons helped to care for the grounds, and for Dr. Carr who 

was ill. Despite his illness, she wanted guests to come and learn at 

Carmelita. She wanted to see women and men learning practical skills in 

the outdoors. In the evenings, Carr would entertain her friends as she told 

of her adventures with "such notables as Emerson, Agassiz, [the noted 

botanist] A sa Gray, William Keith [the artist], the geologist Joseph Le 

Conte ... and her own John Muir. "41 

With the passing of time Pasadena grew. The widening of a road 

meant that the town took over a portion of Carmelita and some trees were 

cut down. At about the same time, a prominent San Francisco architect 

conceived the idea of building a small cabin. He oversaw its construction 

in 1886. The dwelling helped to house the many guests at Carmel ita. 42 

By 1892, due to a lack of money and increased work load, Carr had to 

sell Carmelita. Dr. Carr's health was declining, too. Two years later, he 

passed away. By 1897, Jeanne Carr was placed in a "home" in San 

Francisco because her mind had failed. Many of her friends, including Muir, 

did not believe she needed to be there. Later, she was moved to her 

brother-in-law's home in Templeton, California, where he took care of her. 

She remained there until her death on December 14, 1903.43 

Carr led a public life, and was successful. However, Carr 

acknowledged ambivalent feelings in her mid-twenties. She struggled all 

her life over her inner turmoil. She enjoyed being a mother, and a wife, 

but the inherent duties in these roles kept her from doing the things she 

enjoyed. She wrote that she "found trials everyday amid her happiness ... " 
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She complained that her "household duties dragged down her spirit." 

Although she studied botany, wrote for publication, worked for 

educational reform, and encouraged John Muir and others in their quests 

for knowledge, her life was limited due to her domestic responsibilities. 

In 1871, the feminist leader Anne Dickinson confirmed Carr's own feelings 

in a letter to Carr. In addition, it is clear in her letters written to Muir 

that she yearned to experience the life he was living and felt some 

unhappiness in her own life. In her old age, Carr expressed regret, 

speaking "sadly of fifty years of self-effacement for the sake of her 

family." She felt her female responsibilities when she was young. As she 

believed her female role to be, she fulfilled her responsibilities to her 

family. She was a mother and a wife. Carr wanted more, however, and she 

was unhappy because she did not get to experience the outdoors as she 

wanted.44 

Jeanne Carr had been a published writer and a speaker on women's 

rights. She had written on such topics as educational reform, botany, and 

natural history. She had served as a teacher and principal as well as the 

deputy superintendent of public instruction for the state of California. 

She worked hard to improve the public grounds of Pasadena. In addition, 

she worked to inspire many women, artists, writers, and John Muir, as she 

opened her homes to a variety of people. 
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CHAPTER IV 

A FRIENDSHIP THROUGH LETTERS 

While at the University of Wisconsin, Muir studied many subjects in 

which he found an interest. He met Dr. Ezra Slocum Carr through his 

studies in natural science. Although Muir had met Jeanne Carr at the state 

fair, it was not until he studied under Dr. Carr that his friendship 

developed with his professor's wife. Muir wrote to Carr that it was "[her] 

Doctor who first fed [him] with science," and subsequently encouraged him 

to become a medical doctor. 1 However, Jeanne Carr acknowledged the 

spiritual side of Muir and it was under her guidance that Muir would later 

discover the writings of Emerson and Thoreau. It was through these 

writings that Muir found an identity in the wilderness. By not going into 

medicine, or any other "masculine" field, he shied away by choosing to 

"wander away on a [glorious] botanical and geological excursion, which 

lasted ... " the rest of his life. He wrote that he was only "leaving one 

university for another, the [University of Wisconsin] for the University of 

the Wilderness."2 

In March, 1868, Muir arrived in San Francisco where he followed a 

trail into the Sierra Nevada and the Yosemite Valley of California. It was 

here that the naturalist felt at ease. He enjoyed the scenery so much that 

many of his future studies would occur in these valleys. 3 

Muir fell in love with California. He told Carr so in his letters. His 

thoughts and ideas are known of this time in his life because she 

preserved their correspondence. Through letters, Carr inspired Muir by 
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encouraging him to escape his isolation. She introduced him to people, and 

he guided many of her friends through the valleys of the Yosemite. Also, 

she influenced his actions as far as publishing his work was concerned and 

showed her foresight in pushing him to be a future leader and savior of the 

wilderness. 

Once in California, Muir took a job as a shepherd where he was able 

to explore and learn about the wilderness while he was working. Muir's 

employer also allowed him to seek adventure while watching the sheep. 4 

From the beginning, it was obvious that he loved his nature studies, 

and it was clear that he was attached to California. He described what he 

saw with vivid images in a letter to Carr. He told her about the mountain 

streams, "beaming, glancing, each with music of its own, singing as they 

go, in shadow and light, onward upon their lovely changing pathways to the 

sea. "5 These images captivated Carr, due to the passion he expressed in 

his writings. She wanted to keep in touch with him. 

Muir appreciated his circumstances, but he felt lonely. He yearned 

to share his experiences, and the pleasure of his existence was spoiled by 

his loneliness. He told Carr that if it "was not a thought now and then of 

loneliness and isolation, the pleasure of [his] existence would be 

complete." He expressed how he needed her companionship because she 

supported his work so diligently. He wrote, "I feel that I must tell you 

about it. I am lonely among my enjoyments--The valley is full of visitors, 

but 1 have [no one] to talk to." Through the letters, and with time, it 

became apparent how much Muir wanted to share his time in the Yosemite 

with her. For example, he wrote to Carr in November, 1 867, from Florida 

that "[her] letters always [came] when most needed. [He] felt and enjoyed 
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what [she] said. "6 Five years later, his need for her comments increased, 

and the following statement shows how Muir longed for her conversation. 

He wrote, 

I want to see you. I want to speak about my studies which are 
growing broader and broader and spreading to countries without 
any clear horizon anywhere ... l will go over all this [Yosemite] 
region this fall and write it up in some form or other. Will you be 
here to accompany me? .. .I need to talk with you more than ever 
before.7 

Carr was one of the few individuals who took a sincere interest in his 

work, since she was excited about his way of life. Also, it shows how 

much he wanted to share his experiences with her. After one experience, 

Muir wrote to her, "you have been so present that I must try to fix you a 

written thought." Another time, he wrote that "all my deepest purest 

enjoyments have been taken in solitude, and the fate seems hard that has 

hindered me from sharing [Yosemite] with you." A year later, he wrote 

describing the beauty of a valley in the spring. In order to relate to Carr, 

he tried to compare it to the beauty of the spring season in Wisconsin. 

Perhaps it was through his desire to show her how beautiful the 

wilderness was that she felt she saw the beauties through his eyes and 

believed he should show other people his discoveries as well. 8 

His elaborate descriptions captured and prompted Carr enough so 

that his letters encouraged her to tell her friends and acquaintances about 

him. An example of his captivating descriptions of the upper Yosemite 

falls was in what Muir called his "moonlight baptism." 

In the solid shafted body of the falls is a vast number of passing 
caves, black and deep, with close white convolving spray for sills 
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and shooting comet sheaves above and down their sides, like lime 
crystals in a cave. And every atom of the magnificent being, from 
the thin silvery crest that does not dim the stars to the inner 
arrowy hardened shafts that strike onward like thunderbolts in 
sound and energy, all is life and spirit; every bolt and spray feels 
like the hand of God. Oh, the music that is blessing me now!. .. l 
crouched low, holding my breath, and anchored to some angular 
flakes of rock, took my baptism .... 9 

Another time, he personified the formation of the Sierra Valleys. 

Glaciers came down from heaven, and they are angels with folded 
wings, white wings of snowy bloom. Locked hand in hand the little 
spirits did nobly; the primary mountain waves, unvital granite, 
were soon carved to beauty. They bared the lordly domes and 
fashioned the clustering spires; smoothed godlike mountain brows, 
and shaped lake cups for crystal waters ... They remembered the 
loud-songed rivers and every tinkling rill. The busy snowflakes 
saw all the coming flowers, and the grand predestined forests. 
They said, "We will crack this rock for Cassiope where she may 
sway her tiny urns. Here we'll smooth a plat for green mosses .... " 
Thus labored the willing flake-souls linked in close congregations 
of ice, breaking food for the pines ... When every rock form was 
finished, every monument raised, the willing messengers, 
unwearied, unwasted, heard God's "Well done" from heaven calling 
them back to their homes in the sky.l 0 

Such descriptions were typical of Muir, and Carr thought that an individual 

with that much appreciation for nature should express it to a wider 

audience. 

Carr wrote to Muir that she read his letter about the moonlight 

baptism over and over saying, "I wish the Government would make you Life 

Guardian of the Valley, and perhaps they will." Carr's wish partially came 

true. By establishing the Sierra Club, Muir did become the "Life Guardian" 

of the Yosemite and the rest of nature. The reason is because the Sierra 

Club is dedicated to the observation and protection of the earth's natural 
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resources, which include oceans, rivers, swamps, and shores; forests, 

mountains, deserts, and plains. 1 1 

The spiritual side of Muir is apparent in all his writings, but one 

statement is particularly holistic. He explained how the energy of God 

flowed through him as well as the rocks and the water, and it is through 

searching that people can fully comprehend their role in God's world. He 

stated, 

How little do we know of ourselves, of our profoundest attractions 
and repulsions, of our spiritual affinities! How interesting does 
man become considered in his relations to the spirit of this rock 
and waterf How significant does every atom of our world become 
amid the influences of those beings unseen, spiritual, angelic 
mountaineers that so throng these pure mansions of crystal foam 
and purple granite. 1 2 

A year later, he still wrote believing in this circular view of life. He 

thanked Carr for sending him writings on Hinduism, which taught similar 

beliefs. He no doubt had pondered these ideas in the wilderness. He then 

wrote that his drifting has indeed led him to "so glorious an ocean." 1 3 

Simultaneously, Carr helped Muir out of his loneliness while at the 

same time enhancing his career by introducing him to notable people. 

Once, Muir made reference to a meeting that Carr arranged for him. The 

meeting was between Muir and Dr. Asa Gray. Muir was excited about the 

meeting, comparing Gray's mind to that of Charles Darwin and John 

Tyndall, the glacial theorist. However, Muir was disappointed to find that 

the scientific pursuits of Gray kept him away "from the spirit world." To 

Muir, a person's work had to include God. He found it hard to understand 

people who saw nature as science, and separated science and spirituality. 
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Nevertheless, Carr built his confidence as she commented a month later by 

telling Muir how much Gray enjoyed his visit with him.1 4 

Carr and a later historian believed in Muir's isolation. At first, Carr 

believed it was only necessary for Muir and herself to enjoy nature to its 

fullest extent. She wrote that there were enough people to play the 

political games of the nation. She therefore approved of the way Muir was 

living. She wrote this because she knew he cherished his time alone, and 

his alienation brought him closer to nature. 1 5 The idea of isolation 

excited her. She wrote, 

I am longing .. .for the sweet house of life in which you live, and not 
less to see what manner of a man you are becoming, left entirely to 
Nature's teaching and discipline. 1 6 

Historian Roderick Nash argues that it was Muir's isolation in the 

Yosemite that inspired him to develop his wilderness philosophy of 

preservation that conducted his life. 1 7 

As time progressed, however, Carr began to realize how Muir's 

observance of the flowers and valleys were important. He wrote often 

describing the riches of the plant life, or how the glaciers had formed the 

beautiful U-shaped valley of Hetch Hetchy located in the Yosemite. 

Because Carr believed Muir's work to be important, she explained that if 

he did not play the political game and share his knowledge, all his work 

would go to waste. She wrote to him, "you must be social John, you must 

make friends [among] the materialists, lest your highest pleasures taken 

selfishly become impure ... I could envy your solitude, but there may be too 

much of it." 1 8 

61 



Muir's work was important. He was one of the first people to 

recognize that the valleys of the Yosemite were formed by glaciers. In the 

fall of 1872, he wrote to Carr describing the lake basins, explaining how 

the flow of the ice created the mountain ranges, the glacial lakes and the 

fir tree forests. He described why certain types of trees were present 

where the ice had once been. Although people had told him that there was 

no evidence to support his glacial theories, he knew that erosion had not 

occurred since the ice left the valleys, and that only ice could have carved 

the mountains that were then present. Muir systematically observed the 

movements of glaciers. He wrote to Carr that he had planted stakes into 

the ice, finding that the Sierra glaciers were moving slowly. He expressed 

his joy to discover that the ice formations were still alive.1 9 

Carr did not share Muir's enthusiasm about glaciers, which caused 

him to respond sharply. Muir was shocked that Carr was not impressed 

with "God's [glorious] crystal glaciers." Sarcastically, he told her that she 

did not want to hear him describe the beauty of Hetch Hetchy because it 

was "ice-born beauty." He told her, "I was going to tell you about the 

South Dome, ... and about the hundred lakes I found, but ice made every one." 

Muir reminded Carr that she enjoyed the beauty of the mountains, the 

flowers, and the forests which were all the products of glaciers. He 

insisted that if their products were beautiful, then the glaciers 

themselves were beautiful. Muir wrote, "you confuse me. You have taught 

me here and encouraged me to read the mountains ... next summer you will 

be converted--you will be iced then. n2Q 

Muir's letter dated March 16, 1872 is particularly moving. He 

discussed how hard it was to convince people about his ideas because so 
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few had seen the glaciers. In a note added at the end of the letter, he 

showed his old insecurities. He ask· if she felt his work would be worth 

presenting to Congress. 21 

Six months later, Muir's lack of ambition was obvious when Carr 

wrote to Muir that Dr. Joseph LeConte, with whom Carr and Muir were 

friends, was going to be presenting new ideas about the Sierra glaciers. 

Carr told Muir that she and her husband wondered if Le Conte would credit 

Muir with the theories. Muir responded by saying that he did not think Le 

Conte would take credit for himself, but Muir said that if LeConte did, it 

would not bother him.22 

Even though Muir was living in his transcendentalist world, the 

1 860s and 1870s were plagued with unregulated science and the 

industrial capitalists. Much of the public land, especially in the West, 

was being exploited by people living during the time known as the Gilded 

Age. The era was developing a pattern that eventually would lead toward 

a wave of conservation. Carr encouraged Muir to become one of the 

leaders of the new age because she knew that Muir's studies and writings 

were important. 

After years of correspondence, he asked her to come to the Yosemite 

to see for herself the flowers he had described. He claimed it was more 

magnificent in the California valleys than in Florida because the flowers 

grew in greater abundance. He listed all the specimens he had collected in 

one square yard to illustrate the abundance. He wanted her to know how 

densely the flowers populated the area. For every flower there was in 

Florida, there were more than a hundred in the Yosemite. Even after his 

brilliant descriptions, he thought he had failed to tell her of everything he 
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had seen. Carr was an example of a person who did not have the 

opportunity to live in the wilderness, but someday wanted the chance. She 

wrote in response to him that "your letters keep up my faith that I shall 

lead just such a life sometime." Obviously, Carr was referring to Muir's 

life in the wild. 2 3 

Although Carr did not live in the wilderness, she did have occasional 

chances to enjoy its beauty. In April, 1872, she wrote to him that she 

would be guiding some friends into the Yosemite, and Muir gladly sent her 

directions for finding him, explaining how she could enter the valley. He 

was excited about getting to see her and talk to her. Upon arrival in the 

Yosemite, Carr searched for Muir, but was unable to find him. She wrote, 

"I have looked for you daily ... and regret ... that you were not present with me 

in these joys." The fact that she did not meet with Muir did not spoil her 

trip, however. Moreover, she had spiritual experiences similar to Muir. 

Referring to the mother earth and God the father, she wrote that "all she 

had seen only deepened the conviction that it is only from our Great 

Mother that we really learn the lessons of our Father's love for us. "24 Six 

months later, she again felt the majesty in nature that Muir always did. 

She wrote, 

1 wish 1 could tell you how full of God his Universe seemed when I 
stood on that little bridge by the Nevada fall. I never was 
interfused with the interior life of things as that day. 2 5 

They felt free to express their feelings to each other because of their 

similarities. Her ability to understand Muir was something Carr would 

later recognize as important. Through his eyes she saw the need to 
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preserve the wilderness so that others could experience its power. Before 

her personal experiences, Carr understood intellectually what Muir felt, 

but when she was able to stand beneath the falls, she could feel the power 

of God and nature. She wrote her feelings to Muir. Soon, Carr would see 

the need for all people to find inspiration in nature. Before Muir traveled 

in the wilderness, he was limited by society. He found freedom in nature. 

Carr was confined to civilization, and believed that it was important to 

escape into nature. It was in nature that Carr, like Muir, found peace of 

mind. She believed such experiences were important for everyone, and she 

would encourage Muir to lead the fight to preserve the environment. 

Muir seemed to have grasped the importance of the interrelatedness 

of species within an ecosystem before the ecosystem concept was 

proposed by biologists. In 1 868, Muir created a metaphor by comparing a 

picturesque prairie to a home filled with its furniture. Without certain 

pieces of furniture or species, the picture or prairie would be 

incomplete. 2 6 

Carr tried to further Muir's career by enabling him to go to South 

America. In October, 1 870, Muir received a letter from Carr that 

described the events surrounding a trip for him to travel to South 

America. Sixty million acres in the Andes mountains were being awarded 

by the Brazilian and Bolivian governments to American colonists in the 

hopes of populating and exploring the area. The grant had originally been 

given for the purpose of exploring the upper Amazon River. Mr. and Mrs. A. 

D. Piper, friends of the Carrs, were planning to settle in this colony, which 

was slowly growing. Carr convinced the Pipers that Muir was a likely 

prospect whose ability to invent would benefit the new colony. She told 
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Muir that the Pipers would enjoy his company and had invited him to travel 

to the Andes by steamboat with them. He would have 3 2 0 acres near the 

Amazon River from which to choose a home.27 . 

Muir had already dreamed of traveling to South America, and he was 

grateful for Carr's plans stated in her October, 1 870 letter. To Muir, no 

paths or plans had been "so easy and sure as the ones of" Carr's letter. He 

commented, however, "Hawthorne says that steam spiritualizes travel, 

but I think that it squarely degrades and materializes travel." A few 

months later, Muir wrote that he could not travel to the Andes, yet.28 

Carr not only sent him plans, but she invited him to stay the winter 

of 1872 with her and her family. She told Muir that "doors [would] open so 

that he [could later] travel to South America."29 By doors opening up, Carr 

probably intended for him to meet people for purposes other than traveling 

to South America as well. 

In Californian circles, it was well-known that Carr and Muir were 

great friends, and she was constantly telling people about him. Carr 

enabled him to make more friends by recommending him as a guide to the 

Yosemite Valley, and he took many of them through his beloved Yosemite. 

An example of an introduction of Muir by Carr was written in a letter by 

Carr to a family known as the Waterstons. Mrs. Waterston was traveling 

to the Yosemite and Carr offered Muir as an individual who would make her 

trip well-worth the effort. Carr wrote to Waterston, 

1 wish [to] make you acquainted with one who is as substance to 
the shadow of whatever is lovely and of good ... here in the lower 
world [he] has never been able to show [his true self]. My friend of 
the Yosemite has kept so close to Nature that her blood, her health, 
her spicy aromatic flavor fills him, and he knows all your paths. 
He is of Scotch decent--his name is John Muir .... 30 
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Three weeks later, Muir wrote to Carr explaining that he and Waterston 

were "well acquainted." Muir was excited to tell Carr that Waterston had 

told him that she was going to write a novel about the Yosemite and that 

he was going to be in it. A year later, Waterston wrote to Carr praising 

Muir. She wrote, 

It is delightful to me to know that there is such a soul among those 
wonderful "sky ceiled rocks," ... What rest, what perfect trust, we 
ought to feel in such a Father of Nature ... 31 

Muir wrote to Carr, "I thank you for sending me so many friends." 

Muir was excited because he was presently guiding another lady named 

Yelverton, who was told to find him by Waterston. Muir continued to ask 

Carr if two others had told her about their camping on the south rim of the 

valley with him. Many people returned to Carr's home to tell her of the 

adventures Muir had shown them. One man told her of his excitement as 

Muir led him through a swamp. It was not unusual for Carr to hear praises 

about Muir by people to whom she had introduced him, and their 

compliments inspired her to want to spend time with him. An example is 

in a letter she wrote to Muir concerning a common friend, "There is no 

body in the world I should be as glad to see as yourself--it is a delight to 

hear Mr. McChesney talk about you." Two years later, Carr wrote to Muir 

explaining how he touched the lives of so many people who did not live in 

nature. She wrote that "the pulses of his rich life were felt afar off. "32 

Another individual that Muir met through Carr was Ralph Waldo 

Emerson. Muir wrote to Emerson in 1871 that Carr had "promise[d] that 

she would write you and send you to me. I was delighted." After spending 
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time with Muir, Emerson returned to Carr's home and paid a surprise visit 

to her school, where she taught botany, to tell her about his experiences 

with Muir. Carr wrote to Muir to tell him what Emerson had told her, and 

she praised Muir by telling him that it was a pleasure "to find [his] soul 

confirmed through the soul of another. "3 3 

Carr and Emerson were very much the same, so when Muir and 

Emerson met, it was not surprising that they became friends. After 

meeting Emerson, Muir corresponded with the author, who replied that he 

enjoyed Muir's company so much he had been urging all of his friends to 

visit the Yosemite. Like Carr, Emerson encouraged Muir to share his 

knowledge with other people. Emerson believed that Muir should "bring his 

ripe fruits so rare and precious into waiting society." He continued to tell 

Muir though, "I trust you have also had, your own signals from the upper 

powers. "34 A few months later, Carr wrote to Muir telling him that 

eventually he would have to come down from his Yosemite home. She 

wrote, 

God will teach you as he has taught me, that the dear places and 
the dearer souls are but tents of a night; we must move on and 
leave them though it cost heart breaks.35 

Carr is important to women's history in part because Muir showed 

his respect for her. This respect was given by an influential man in a time 

when women did not have much power. In his correspondence with 

Emerson, Muir compared Emerson to Carr. Muir also wrote to Carr 

expressing how much she was like Emerson. This was a way of expressing 

his admiration for her. Muir wrote that he was becoming spoiled by Carr's 
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and Emerson's compliments, but he was obviously touched by their support. 

He went on to tell Carr, "I owe all my best friends to you. "36 

If Carr had not encouraged the publication of Muir's work, some of 

his work might never have been publicized. Also, with Muir's desire for 

isolation, he might not have come down from the mountains or met the 

right people so that his work could be published. If this had happened, 

Muir would not have gained the support that he did gain that helped to 

promote the concepts of preservation. 

Carr told Muir that he must continue to keep a journal. To stress its 

importance, she wrote that she had "copied every word of his old journal." 

She invited him to her home and wrote that he would have time to write 

his "cruder reflections" into the form of notes which would possess 

"scientific worth" in the future. In addition, she advised him to make 

sketches of the people he encountered as well as the scenery, then 

combining it all with "scientific convictions," he would have a good item 

for publication. In 1872, she gave his descriptive letters to Emerson for 

publication in the Atlantic Monthly, a leading magazine of the time. Her 

work at re-writing his journal notes and her advice must have influenced 

him when he wrote many of his books, which include My First Summer in 

the Sierra, The Yosemite, and The Mountains of California, which are based 

on his experiences recalled from his journal entries, his sketches, and his 

scientific understanding. 3 7 

At first Muir resisted Carr's advice, but he quickly accepted it, even 

turning his responsibilities over to her. In response to Carr's work Muir 

replied, "I fear you are giving yourself far too much trouble about those 

fragments." He continued to tell her that he wrote them only for the 
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enjoyment of Carr and her family. The letters were descriptions for his 

friends because he knew that they were the only ones who would take care 

of them for him. Muir told her that he was amazed that she took the time 

to copy all of his notes. He said he wrote them without much thought and 

did not think much more about them except as letters. Although Muir may 

not have intended or wanted to publish his work, within a month he was 

asking Carr to send him copies of his work published in the Atlantic 

Monthly. Also, he asked her about some letters that were sent to the 

Tribune (newspaper) for publication. In addition, Carr's influence is seen 

when Muir wrote to her referring to an article, "I did not intend it for 

publication, but you know what is best."38 

Carr believed Muir could influence a great number of people because 

of his experiences in nature. She believed this mainly because she lived in 

civilization; she did have an interest in the outdoors, however. She 

enjoyed his writings, and she could relate to him through his letters. She 

wrote: 

It is beautiful, though, that we can understand each other ... you 
dwelling in the house of forces, becoming elemental yourself ... and I 
living among such forms of these as are changed with 
personality.39 

Carr understood Muir, and she did so knowing that they lived in two 

different worlds. She wanted to know the things that he did, since he was 

so much a part of nature, but also, she had to live in civilization, since she 

was married and had family responsibilities. Moreover, she enjoyed being 

with people. She clearly believed that with guidance and a little help, 

Muir would one day have a great impact on the environmental community. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

There is no question that John Muir was important, but Carr's 

influence on him has not been studied sufficiently. Muir wrote his own 

books, and published numerous articles. Many people in the twentieth 

century have studied his life. Jeanne Carr wrote articles and introduced 

Muir to the public world, yet little research has been done about her life. 

Carr's work is worth remembering, and her influence on Muir is worth 

studying. 

The ideal gender roles of the 1 800s portrayed men and women in 

distinct spheres. Women were seen as delicate and refined, emotional and 

loving. They were also seen as the moral sex; individuals who would guide 

men toward religion. Women were dependent and were not supposed to 

excel in areas that were not proper for the female sphere. Men were seen 

as independent, ambitious, and assertive. In the male sphere, nature was 

conquered through industry to support the family, and in the process, they 

subdued women. 1 

Unlike men in the industrial male sphere, Muir led a private life in 

nature and he did not believe in the domination of man over the 

environment. Being a man enabled him to be remembered nationwide, but 

particularly in California. He is remembered for his battle for the 

Yosemite, Muir Woods National Monument, Muir Glacier, Mount Muir, and the 

Sierra Club, and its activities have proven to be a worthy legacy for Muir.2 
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The things that Muir is remembered for, however, came about because of 

Carr. 

Although Carr, as a woman, played her part in society as a mother 

and a wife, she carried her endeavors further than most women by leading 

a public life. Carr was assertive and independent, and her importance is 

seen through her own activities. She hiked and camped in the mountains, 

and also, she taught in the schools. She lectured and wrote for publication 

on a regular basis, and she voiced her beliefs on women's education and 

equality. Carr achieved respect in a public world where she was 

stereotypically forbidden, and not only was she a leader in her community, 

but she encouraged other people to be leaders; Muir was one of these 

people. 

Although Carr was well-known during her life in California, her 

gender prevented her accomplishments from being remembered as a 

substantial part of history. At one time, the Carrs' estate was the most 

valuable property in Pasadena. When Charles Francis Saunders wrote his 

book about Carmelita in 1928, he recognized this fact. Unfortunately, 

fifty years later when Jane Apostol published her article, Carr's home was 

destroyed. Other than an occasional mention in a Muir biography, few 

articles have been published about Carr's life, and that includes those 

written in her own time. 3 

Muir and Carr were not too different as far as their general era was 

concerned. They both married and had families. Carr was married to Ezra 

Carr, and she adhered to her female responsibilities of marriage and 

family. Muir married Louise Strentzel, the lady whom Carr introduced to 

him. Muir, too, responded to his family responsibilities as he worked to 
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provide for them. Carr and Muir both believed in the importance of 

education. Carr was a teacher and principal. She served her state 

education system, and she educated men and women at her home. Muir also 

enjoyed learning. His passion for inventing, and his pleasure in reading 

and experiencing God in nature stayed with him his entire life. 

Although Muir was well-liked, he was not the typical man. He was 

not aggressive or oriented toward the public. For example, he told the 

Moores he had no desire to patent his inventions. Another time, he told 

Carr that it would not bother him if he lost credit for his glacial theories. 

Muir was not independent either; he continually asked Carr what he should 

publish, many times leaving all his work to her decisions. 4 

Like many women, Carr was refined and loving, and she supported 

Muir as she guided him toward the public sphere to share his thoughts on 

nature. Muir is remembered by his accomplishments, but if it had not 

been for Carr, Muir would not have been in a position to take the lead in 

his activities. Because people followed Muir, the Hetch Hetchy 

controversy concerning the rights of San Francisco's water instigated a 

national movement. Without Carr's persistence, Muir would have remained 

a mountain man, which would have left a less dynamic environmental 

movement. 

Muir and Carr were unique because they both appreciated nature in a 

public and in a private way. Carr told Muir to join the public world so he 

could share his ideas with the nation. Through Muir's writings and Carr's 

help, they incorporated environmental thoughts into mainstream America. 

Carr knew nature would provide for a certain peace of mind. In 

general, humans connected with nature while spending time in it, and she 
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knew its power first hand. She taught the pleasures of the natural world 

through botany and also as she led hikers through the Yosemite Valleys. 

Through John Muir, she encouraged the development of environmentalism 

for millions of Americans and their descendants 

Muir once wrote to Carr, "Dear, dear spiritual mother ... of all my 

friends, you are the only one [who] understands my motives and 

enjoyments. 5 Muir was wrong. Because Carr recognized the importance of 

his writings, she knew others would, too. She urged him to share his ideas 

with America through publication. His publications made people aware of 

the need to care for and understand nature. 

In nineteenth century America, a small wave of thought occurred 

that encouraged pleasure through nature. Many people's lives were 

centered around industrialization, but there were those who enjoyed 

spending time in nature. The wilderness provided for a temporary escape 

from the hustle and bustle of city life; it was a place where people could 

get in touch with their inner-being. 

Many modern scholars agree that the awareness of nature plays an 

Important role in our society. For example, in a recent article, Janice 

Monk wrote that nature shaped our behavior. It was inspirational and the 

feelings created provided the foundations for the "cultural features we 

see around us." Environmental Law Professor Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. stated 

in a lecture that environmental policy was founded on the fact that if an 

individual was inspired or if the quality of their life was improved by an 

object such as a mountain or a stream, then that person could sue on 

behalf of the land. 6 
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The word environmentalism is now a household term. Many people 

are aware of nature, and millions journey each year to America's National 

Parks to enjoy their splendor. Many environmentally minded people would 

recognize the name John Muir, and still many more would understand and 

appreciate the reasons he fought to save the wilderness. 

The side of preservation for the modern environmental movement 

was founded by Muir and Carr. In the wilderness, he found enlightenment, 

and he captured it in his writings. Their relationship cultivated a 

spiritual bond that allowed Carr to understand Muir and his emotions 

concerning nature. This resulted in her encouragement for him to live in 

the public world in order to publicize his thoughts about the power of the 

natural world. 

Muir's life and activities have been preserved. The Sierra Club and 

the national fame Muir acquired served as a catalyst for those who would 

fight for the rights of nature. The Sierra Club set a precedence for future 

environmental organizations. As one of the earlier nature clubs, it became 

a prominent force in fighting for the rights of the environment. Today, 

many ecologically based clubs work toward protecting certain 

ecosystems, whether it is by saving whales, spotted owls, or putting an 

end to the use of nuclear power or ozone depletion. It seems logical that 

many of these organizations began by following the Sierra Club's example 

since their primary focus was on the environment. The Sierra Club and the 

environmental community will not forget their founding father, but they 

need to remember their inspirational mother. For if it had not been for 

Carr, the environmental movement would have evolved differently. 
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This thesis is a first step toward recognizing Carr's impact on 

Muir's life and it provides a foundation for other areas beyond the scope of 

this paper that need to be studied. Not only is there more evidence in 

their correspondence that proves her influence on Muir, but their personal 

relationship needs to be explored further. The role of the Sierra Club, in 

direct relation to Carr and Muir, needs to be studied as well. Finally, the 

impact of the Sierra Club on twentieth century environmental law and 

policy needs further investigation in order to show Carr's influence on 

modern society. 

Carr wanted Muir to share his ideas with America. She encouraged 

him to publish his thoughts on nature because she knew that his 

inspirational pen would be read and understood. Carr was a woman who 

lived in civilization and developed a passionate friendship with a man of 

the wild. Their similar interests in God and nature served as the bond that 

kept them together. Both of them were different from the norm. Carr 

provided Muir with the opportunity to expand his personality, and their 

meeting allowed others to become aware of the environment. Carr 

ventured beyond the limitations imposed on women in the nineteenth 

century because she took an active role and felt secure in suggesting that 

Muir's work was important. Because of Carr's perseverance, Muir became 

a public figure which resulted in the questioning of public policy. Finally, 

the ideas which once originated with Muir have been embraced by many 

people and intertwined into the environmental movement of today. By the 

end of his life, Muir was seen as a national leader and his teachings and 

writings did and continue to inspire millions. Carr taught him to express 

himself to the nation and just as his letters inspired her in the latter part 

79 



of the nineteenth century, his writings still have merit for a reader today. 

In the closing lines of a letter to Carr, Muir wrote, 

Farewell. I'll see you with my common eyes, and touch you with 
these writing fingers .... Remember me .... Your friend, John Muir. 7 
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Notes 

1 Carroll Smith-Rosenberg, "The Hysterical Woman: Sex Roles and 
Role Conflict in Nineteenth Century America," Women's Experience jn 
America, (New Brunswick: Transaction Books, 1980) 317. 

2 Wolfe Son of the Wilderness 169, 210-21 1, 338. 

3 For known publications about Carr, see Jane Apostol, "Jeanne Carr: 
One Woman and Sunshine," The American West. Also see Charles Francis 
Saunders, The Story of Carmelita: Its Associations and Its Trees. There 
is also evidence that suggests Helen Hunt Jackson wrote an article in the 
late 1 BOOs entitled "One Woman and Sunshine." Jeanne Carr published 
several articles which provide some insight into her behavior, and of 
course, her letters are contained in the John Muir Papers, and in her own 
papers stored in the Huntington Library, San Marino, California. 

4 Wolfe Son of the Wilderness 20; Muir papers, to Carr from Muir, 8 
October 1 872. 

5 Saunders 3. 

6 Janice Monk, "Approaches to the Study of Women and Landscape," 
Environmental Review 8 (Spring, 1984) 23; Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., Lecture, 
Texas Tech University Environmental Law Society, Lubbock, Texas, 1 6 
September 1 993. 

7 Muir papers, Reel 2, to Carr from Muir, 5 August 1 872. 
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