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CHAPTER I 

DESCRIPTION OF STUDY 

America in the eighties is experiencing a religious storm of 

considerable magnitude which could lead to another religious awakening 

or a second Protestant reformation. This religious upheavel, lead by 

television evangelists, is changing religion's relationship with the 

social and political structures of this country. Religion in American 

history has had close ties with government, beginning with John 

Winthrop's charge aboard the Arbella that passengers could expect quick 

2 

judgment if they erred from their covenant with God in the new world. 

Signs of a religious re-awakening first emerged in the early seven

ties with New Evangelicals pressing for religious involvement in public 
3 

issues of peace, world hunger, and minority justice. Several mainline 

Protestant leaders responded with public criticism of the electronic 

church. By the late seventies secular magazine, newspaper and television 

reporters began printing and airing commentaries on the television church. 

By 1980, the critical editorials on the electronic church had reached 

4 
flood proportions and many evangelists became national personalities. 

Coinciding with this public exposure was conservative protestants' 

assertions that Congressional and Supreme Court decisions infringed upon 

their personal life. They became cognizant of the concept of "strength 

in numbers" and their united voices made an impact on local, state and 

federal governments apparent in the 1976 election. In Jimmy Carter's 

presidential campaign religion became an issue because of his well-publi

cized born-again religious practices and experiences with God. Pollster 

• ^ 



George Gallup declared 1976 the "Year of the Evangelical" as the press 

realized the potential influence of the 30-85 million evangelicals upon 

the election outcome. When the votes were counted and the voting 

patterns analyzed, it seemed probable that the Carter margin of victory 

may have been provided by the evangelicals. In 1978, evangelical activ

ists helped to unseat at least two liberal senators and elect one 

govenor. In 1979, they helped block the passage of the Equal Rights 

Amendment in fifteen states, disrupted the White House Conference on the 

8 Family and impeded several Congressional efforts. 

Religion influenced as well the 1980 election. In April 1980, about 

200,000 attended the "Washington for Jesus" prayer rally in the capitol. 

The selection of Washington as a sight and speakers' references to what 

was right and wrong in America communicated to the media and politicians 

religion's political intentions. Television evangelist, Jerry Falwell, 

and his so-called "Moral Majority" arrived in force at the Republican 

National Convention and influenced large sections of the Grand Old 

Party's platform. 

A few weeks later about 18,000 participated in "The National Affairs 

Briefing" in Dallas to learn how they could influence government policy 

12 
on moral issues through political involvement. Print and broadcast 

media started featuring the New Christian Right and its politics. In 

response, several of the televangelists who considered themselves members 

of the new religious right came out in support of right wing political 

13 causes. Although a definite cause and effect relationship cannot be 

established, it is fact that in the 1980 election several major liberal 
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Senators were defeated and the New Christian Right claimed 

responsibility for their demise. Pollster Louis Harris agrees that the 

conservative religious vote contributed to the senators' defeats. 

Religious Broadcasting 

Religious television broadcasting has existed for 25 years, influ

encing both the Christian community and the secular public with its 

evangelical doctorine. In the 1930s and 1940s many preachers had radio 

ministries, but in the 1950s Percy Crawford, Rex Humbard and Oral Roberts 

began television ministries. As a result of Crawford's advocacy of 

Christian-owned FM radio and UHF television, a rapid increase in such 

stations occurred. These stations laid the financial foundations for 

the evangelical media explosion of the 1970s. 

Pat Robertson led the way in full-time Christian television by 

opening several UHF stations in major markets. He also introduced the 

production and distribution of syndicated Christian television programs, 

the use of cable and satellite technology, and of organized Christian 

fund-raising on television. Today, forty Christian-owned television 

18 
stations operate full- or part-time religious schedules, and hundreds 

of commercial stations sell time each week to religionists. Time on 

most stations is completely sold out Sunday mornings. Virtually every 

19 home in the United States could be reached by religious programming. 

More programs are being developed for syndication, to be transmitted via 

satellite to cable systems over the three Christian networks: Christian 

Broadcasting Network, PTL Broadcasting Network and Trinity Broadcasting 

• ^ 



20 
Network. The rapid growth of the National Religious Broadcasters is 

evidence of the strength of the electronic church. The NRB had 104 

organizational members in 1966; today it has 900 members who represent 

80 percent of all religious broadcasters. An average of ten new evan-

21 
gelical television stations are opened each year. 

The electronic church has adapted its diverse programming to secu

lar television's standards. At present programming imitates commercial 

television by including the talk show, magazine formats, news, game 

shows, soap operas, musical variety shows, drama, church services, Bible 

22 lessons, children's shows and commercials. 

Several surveys have been conducted to determine the viewing audi

ence of the ten largest syndicated television ministries. A Harris Poll 

estimated the televangelist audience at 23 million; a Nielson report 

estimated 14 million. The rating service estimates fail to include 

23 
figures for the 16 million American homes receiving cable television, 

and audience response to such broadcasts as Pat Robertson's "700 Club" 

24 
indicates a high number of cable viewers. 

This new television religion has brought changes in religious rhet

oric. Most evangelists are fundamentalists who use the Bible for both 

general guidance and answers to specific issues. They frequently 

25 
believe their purpose in life is to evangelize the world. Their goals 

are restorative: restore morality to America, dignity to the family, 

fear of God and fear of Jesus' second coming. Another goal is the salva

tion of individuals which will occur only when America rids itself of 

"secular humanism." Prime-time preachers see the world as one giant 



battleground between good and evil in the moral, social, religious, 

26 
political and spiritual areas. They deal largely in basic solutions 

to human problems, and, unless they can afford imaginative programming, 

they rely on simple, concise rhetoric audiences can understand. ' 

Audiences want to be entertained and made to feel good, so televan-

28 gelists preach messages supportive of the individual. Five themes are 

typical: (1) The lonely individual in society and the assurance of 

being loved and needed by God, the world and the evangelist ("God loves 

you and we love you. We need your support to reach the world for 

Christ."); (2) God's master plan transcends present conditions ("God has 

a message and a plan for the world. He also has a plan and purpose for 

your life."); (3) The power of positive thinking ("If you will just let 

God command your life, everything will be A-OK."); (4) Looking out for 

one's self is all right ("Get right with God, and you won't have to wait 

until the next life for your rewards. You can expect them now."); 

(5) Satan ("Satan is responsible for sin and backsliding and Jesus can 

,. 29 
wash away all sins allowing you a new beginning. ). 

These messages must be paid for and the televangelists employ the 

multi-channeled appeal and computers to generate income. They use 

emotional and duty/obligation pleas to garner financial support. In 

addition, they offer free gifts, provide publications and travel, 

30 
solicit prayer requests and offer religious counseling. Audience 

responses are then converted into computer mailing lists to generate 

members and dollars. The computer allows preachers to mount giant 

direct-mail campaigns, send out millions of fund-raising letters, poll 



the constituency and produce reams of advertising and public relations 

copy. The computer acquires, sorts, stores and retrieves an increasing 

amount of information about people on mailing lists with great speed and 

declining cost. 

Before television preachers made news, Jeremy Rifkin in The Emer

ging Order predicting a second Protestant reformation stated, "The evan

gelical community is amassing a base of potential power that dwarfs 

32 
every other competing interest in American society today." The 

ability of the electronic church to raise money is impressive. The top 

four programs on television in 1980 collectively took in over a quarter 

of a billion dollars. The next five largest raised more than $100 

million. Most impressive is that most of this money comes in $5, $10 

33 

and $15 contributions. Much of this money is used for the direct-

mail process, as shown by Jerry Falwell. In 1979, his television 

program raised $35 million and $26 million went for direct-mail appeals, 

34 
promotions and administrations. 

Televangelists are no longer simply safeguarding the moral and 

spiritual character of their private constituencies. Salvation is still 

the goal, but the sinner has become America. This saving a nation takes 

a lot of believers, money and power. The campaign of 1980 demonstrated 

how a religious power-base has the ability to mobilize the masses and 

35 
reshape American culture. The televangelist's approaches to saving 

America may differ but they all use television. Billy Graham, for 

example, only occasionally uses prime-time television, while Rex Humbard, 

Oral Roberts, James Robison and Jerry Falwell have weekly shows. Pat 



Robertson and Jim Bakker have daily shows. Most of the leading 

televangelists have little or no formal religious education. All, 

however, have felt the call to take the message to the millions by 

Of. 
preaching. 

Jeremiad Preaching 

Preachers' messages have had a definite influence on cultures 

throughout history. One such message genre is the jeremiad. The 

Biblical prophet, Jeremiah, decried apostasy and heralded the resto

ration of Israel. The European jeremiad adapted this theme and 

denounced the sins of mankind, warning of God's wrath which was not 

hellfire but a natural disaster. European preachers used texts from 

Jeremiah as moral lessons offering little hope of restoration. Their 

messages pertained exclusively to the mundane social matters, the city 

of man, people in general, moral obedience and civic virtue, rather 

37 than conversion. These messages the Puritans brought to the new 

world. 

The Puritans revised both the form and content of the sermon to 

38 
produce the American Jeremiad. The term was first applied to the 

Puritan political sermon because the minister frequently quoted from 

39 
the book of Jeremiah. The American Jeremiad established a vision of 

errand with a people chosen both for heaven and as sacred instruments 

in God's divine plan for a new promised land, America. These sermons 

held that God's punishments would come but that they were corrective 

not destructive. Such punishments only confirmed the auditors chosen 

position. 
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This jeremiad rhetoric begins with the sermons of John Cotton and 

John Winthrop, and continues with Jonathan Edwards in the Great Awak

ening and Jacob Duche in the Revolution. Other jeremiads occur during 

national crises such as the War of 1812, the Civil War and World 

War I. Throughout history the rhetoric of the American Jeremiad has 

been characterized by its: 

1. Assumption that Americans are a chosen people with a 

divine convenant mission 

2. Reliance on crisis to create urgency or response 

3. Themes of sin, repentance and reform 

4. Standards set by scripture or from the American past 

5. Laments and condemnations of existing conditions 

6. Solution of repentance or return to the past followed 

47 by action 

48 
7. Offer of hope and restoration in a prophetic vision 

49 
8. Specific organizational pattern 

9. Delivery by a scolding prophet. 

A salient example of a modern jeremiad may be James Robison. He 

joins Jerry Falwell and other evangelists in heading the New Christian 

Right. His involvement in politics began in the summer of 1979 when 

his Dallas-based television program was canceled for having attacked 

51 
homosexuality. The Dallas Gay Political Caucaus asked for equal time 

under the Federal Communication Commission's Fairness Doctorine and 

station WFAA decided that Robison's programs were a "continuing prob-

52 
lem." But when he drew 11,000 people to a "Freedom to Preach" rally 



and retained Houston attorney, Richard "Racehorse" Haynes, to press a 

53 
hearing before the FCC, the television station reinstated his program. 

The case for Robison constituted a threat to free expression and 

traditional moral values, and, soon thereafter, he entered conserva

tive politics. He now serves as chairman of the Coalition for the 

First Amendment which lobbies for school prayer, is Vice-President of 

the Religious Roundtable which seeks to educate politically religious 

leaders, and is a major figure in the Christian Right. 

Robison had an unfortunate background, begun when his destitute 

41-year-old mother considered aborting him after she was deserted by 

his alcoholic father. She placed an ad in the Houston Chronicle 

offering the infant to anyone who would give him a home. A Baptist 

preacher and his wife responded, and James lived with them until he 

was five. His mother then reclaimed him. He led a transient life in 

cheap apartments and boarding houses with her for the next ten years. 

Ifhen he was fifteen, his father moved back and the resulting turmoil 

forced him back to his foster parents in Pasadena, Texas. 

While living with them at age 15, he was converted to Christ and 

three years later decided to become an evangelist. When attending East 

Texas Baptist College, he began conducting city-wide crusades, a 

57 total of 25 in four states the first year. He then attended San 

58 
Jacinto College where he took his only speech training. By age 19, 

he had received about 1000 invitations from 27 states to conduct 

revival meetings. This heavy schedule interfered with completion of a 

formal education, so he elected to drop out of college, skip seminary 
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59 
and launch a full-time evangelistic ministry. 

At 21, he organized his evangelistic association, which now 

includes 150 employees working with his television ministry, his monthly 

magazine. Life's Answer, publishing religious tracts and operating a 

telephone counseling service. He continued an active crusade ministry 

throughout the sixties, and, in 1970, started his thirty-minute weekly 

television program, "James Robison: Man with a Message", which is 

61 
syndicated on 64 television stations. He has produced six prime-time 

specials: End of Outrage, Repentance, Marks of _a Christian, Child 

62 
Abuse, Wake Up America—We Are All Hostages and Attack on the Family. 

His overall budget for 1980 was one million dollars per month. For 

1982, his association has budgeted $3.6 million for his weekly tele-

64 
vision program and $4.26 million for producing prime-time specials. 

He lives with his wife of 17 years, two daughters and an adopted 

son iri Fort Worth, Texas. He has authored eight major books: Attack 

on the Family, God's Blueprint for Homes that Last, and Ln Search of a_ 

Father on the family structure; The Right Mate and Sex is Not Love on 

moral permissiveness and marriage; New Growth on spiritual gifts; and 

Rebirth of a_ Nation and Save America to Save the World on America's 

future. His religious crusades are second in attendance only to Billy 

Graham's. He claims in 18 years in the pulpit to have preached 

68 
to 10 million people, and converted 500,000 people to Christianity. 

Some of his noteworthy converts include Peter Jenkins, author of Walk 

Across America, and Mr. and Mrs. Cullen Davis, Fort Worth millionaries. 

Robison, now in his twentieth year of preaching, views himself as an 
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evangelist rather than a pastor, and, when not speaking, attends the 

70 
First Baptist Church of Euless, Texas. 

Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the rhetoric of television 

evangelist, James Robison. This study examines his prime-time specials. 

Robison's religio-political messages will be scrutinized for their 

resemblance to the rhetoric of an American Jeremiad. The following 

question will be investigated: Do James Robison's themes reflect the 

nine basic characteristics of the American Jeremiad? 

Methodology 

According to Karlyn Kohrs Campbell and Kathleen Hall Jamieson, 

generic criticism usually adopts either an inductive or deductive method, 

Inductive is the method which surveys a "variety of discourses to see if 

there are clusters of similar symbolic acts" and deductive is the method 

which begins with a special discourse as a model. This study employs 

the inductive method of analysis. Four analytical steps will be 

enacted. First, the rhetoric of James Robison found in his television 

specials will be examined. Next the major themes of his television 

ministry will be determined. Third, each of these themes will be 

analyzed for their resemblance to the rhetoric of the American Jeremiad. 

Fourth, conclusions will be drawn regarding the jeremiad features of 

James Robison's rhetoric. 
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Organization 

The study consists of four chapters. Cahpter One is a description 

of the study. The introduction presents the historical background for 

the study by examining religious broadcasting, jeremiad preaching and a 

biography of James Robison. It also includes a statement of purpose, 

methodology and organization of the paper. Chapter Two is an indepth 

analysis of the jeremiad genre. It includes a history of jeremiads in 

America and an analysis of nine rhetorical characteristics typcial of an 

American Jeremiad. Chapter Three examines James Robison's rhetorical 

themes and use of jeremiad appeals. The religio-political rhetoric of 

the television of James Robison is juxtaposed against the nine charac

teristics of the American Jeremiad. Chapter Four offers summaries, 

conclusions and suggestions for future studies. 
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CHAPTER 2 

RHETORIC AND THE AMERICAN JEREMIAD 

The term "jeremiad" has been used to denote a political sermon or 

2 
a genre of rhetoric. Several scholars believe that the jeremiad has 

greatly influenced American life. The jeremiad ritual of Puritan New 

England was spread to the other colonies and provided the foundation for 

nationalism upon which the revolution was built. "Itinerant or trans

planted New Englanders" first spread the jeremiad ideas and terminology 

3 

to the colonies. Berens notes the jeremiad's importance in estab

lishing nationalism during the Great Awakening, which gave "rise to real 

intercolonial thought and cooperation." Other historians who support 

the Great Awakening idea are: Alan Heimert, Peter N. Carroll and 

Darrett B. Putnam. Holland concurs with this idea by stating, "The 

clergjnnen of the colonies were as responsible as the statesmen for 

kindling and fanning the flames of revolution." Miller agrees by 

declaring, "We do not realize how effective were generations of Protes

tant preachers in evoking patriotic enthusiasm." Many scholars adhere 

to the belief that the "universal persuasion", that is, victory was 

assured if the people would but repent of their sins, fueled the revo

lutionary drive. 

The jeremiad influence did not end with American independence. It 

continued to be an American ritual. Griffin studied this ritual in 

fast-day sermons of 1798 and reported that their role in changing the 

political climate of the time "remains unclear"; however, they did func

tion to "ally Christian and patriotic rhetoric against the unrest 

17 
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9 
occasioned by the French threat." Both the pro-war and anti-war 

factions employed the jeremiad in the War of 1812, but the anti-war 

sermons were more copious. Bercovitch states that the development of 

middle-class America is one of the results of the jeremiad influence on 

American life. He states, "The jeremiad has played a major role in 

fashioning the myth of America" by playing a "significant role in the 

development of . . . middle-class American culture." 

Jeremiad rhetoric still affects modern American life. In contem

porary campaign rhetoric, Ritter demonstrates the effect of the jeremiad 

tradition, "what has not been recognized is that the jeremiad tradition 

12 makes the past vital to American political rhetoric." This portion of 

the study examines the influence of the jeremiad and traces its Euro

pean, early New England, and nineteenth century modes. It also defines 

the characteristics of the American Jeremiad. 

European Jeremiad 

The Book of Jeremiah was a model for the European Jeremiad. Jere

miah's messages are structured in a four-point pattern: (1) A condem

nation of sin, (2) A description of judgment, (3) A plea to repent and 

return to God, and (4) An assurance that judgment will come without 

13 
repentance. No prophet stressed repentance as much as Jeremiah. He 

laid the foundation of the European Jeremiad, that is, "the conditional 

pact between God and a civic community."^ 

From the medieval era through the Renaissance, Catholic and Protes

tant congregations heard that the Lord required them to walk in 



19 

righteousness, not to glory in self; to follow His commandments, not the 

temptations of the flesh. The preachers exhorted the people using 

Biblical examples, but they expected little reform, accepting the fact 

1 6 
that mankind would stumble and fall. In Europe the jeremiad became a 

lament of the ways of the world. It denounced the sins of "the people" 

(community, nation, civilization, or mankind in general) and warned of 

God's wrath. The sermons called for moral obedience and civic virtue 

rather than conversion. For reward they promised temporal, worldly 

success. For punishment they threatened, not hellfire, but secular 

calamity such as disease, destruction or death. 

The jeremiads thrived on anxiety, employing fear and trembling to 

18 
gain acceptance of fixed social norms and hierarchy. The lessons of 

the European pulpit concerning historical reoccurrence and the vanity 

of human desires served to reinforce tradition. Their function was 

to conform social practice to tradition so they pertained exclusively 

19 to social matters and the city of man rather than the city of God. 

Puritan Jeremiad 

The Puritans brought this European jeremiad form with them to 

Massachusetts Bay. They immediately transformed it for their own 

purposes, just as they sought to transform their new land from a 

20 wilderness to a New Jerusalem. The rhetoric of leaders such as John 

Cotton and John Winthrop foreshadowed this change prior to their arri-

21 
val in the New World. 

John Cotton admonished the Puritans at the Southampton pier that 
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the same God, who sifted them as choice grain from the chaff of England 

and who would plant them in the New World, might also remove them. He 

reminded them that all men yielded to profits and carnal pleasures and 

allowed their children to degenerate. These sins were punishable, but 

for the Lord's chosen ones to commit such sins was more grievous. He 

warned the emigrants that, if they should succumb to such temptations, 

God would surely withdraw their special selection, weed them out, pluck 

22 them up, and cast them out of His sight. 

John Winthrop issued a sweeping prophecy of doom while still on 

board the Arbella on the Atlantic Ocean. He reminded the passengers 

that they were entering into a covenant with God, from whom they might 

expect swift and harsh punishment if they erred. Establishing the 

precedent of Israel, he declared that henceforth the Lord would survey 

them with a strict and jealous eye as He had done the Israelites. They 

had pledged themselves to God, and He to them, to protect, assist and 

favor them above any other community on earth. But for the slightest 

failing, or for neglecting the least of their duties, God would turn 

23 
in wrath against them and be revenged. The New World was to be an 

asylum for true religion and their goals were to preserve themselves 

"from the common corruptions of the evil world," and to work out their 

24 
salvation "under the power and purity of his holy ordinances." 

Finally, they were reminded that their settlement would "be as a city 

25 upon a hill, the eyes of all people are upon us." 

After landing on the continent, chaos characterized all realms of 

the settlers existence—geographical, psychological, political and 
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spiritual. Their religion, "Puritanism", was the structure through 

which they attempted to create order in all areas. ^ part of this 

structure was the Puritan Jeremiad, a political rhetorical form, 

27 
employed at almost every civil event of importance, including fast 

and prayer days, thanksgiving, covenant-renewals, artillery-company 

28 
ceremonies, and election gatherings. This political sermon was 

called a jeremiad, not because the Puritan minister assumed the role of 

a Jeremiah, but because he frequently took his texts from the Book of 

29 

Jeremiah. These ministers were in a fundamentally different rela

tionship to society than the prophets of old who stood outside the 

society and political order they criticized. The Puritan spokesmen 

shared in the sins of society. They were very much a part of the 

established order, often serving as political and social leaders as 

30 
well as religious ones. 

These political sermons portrayed both the secular and spiritual 

conditions of Puritan life and the nature of their church-state where 

"theology joined politics and politics was bonded to the progress of 

31 God's kingdom." Using Biblical references, the Puritan ministers 

explained their present situations and predicted their future glories 

by interpreting events in Biblical history as prophecies which were 

32 
being fulfilled at that time. The themes of these sermons usually 

included: "false dealings with God, betrayal of covenant promises, the 

degeneracy of the young, the lure of profits and pleasures, and the 

prospect of God's just, swift and total revenge.' 

The New England Jeremiad was not the product of second and third 



22 

generation colonists, but of the first settlers. Within the first 

decade of settlement, clergy were denouncing a backsliding people. 

Just two years after landing in the New World, Thomas Shepard mourned 

the conditions in New England claiming the settlers had forgotten their 

promises to God. The first election day sermon warns the settlers 

against turning from God. 

These early jeremiads assumed that the Puritans were a chosen 

people and that America was a promised land. The Puritans believed 

that their church-state was an earthly model of the coming New Jeru

salem. Cotton explained that America was the new promised land 

reserved by God for His new chosen people as the site for a new heaven 

35 
and a new earth. This Puritan concept of "errand" fused the secular 

and the sacred. The purpose of the jeremiad was to direct the chosen 

people of God toward the fulfillment of their destiny, to guide them 

36 
toward the American city of God. 

Winthrop, in his ship sermon, presented the idea of a covenant 

people, recalling from Leviticus that God had chosen Israel. Then he 

proclaimed a similar covenant for the "new chosen" people of America. 

Thus stands the cause between God and us. Wee are entered 
into covenant with Him for this worke . . . Now if the 
Lord shall please to heare us, and bring us in peace to the 
place wee desire then hathe He ratified this covenant . . . 
but if wee shall neglect the observation of these articles 
. . . and . . . shall fail to embrace this present world 
. . . the Lord will surely break out in wrath against us, 
be revenged of , . . and make us knowe the price of the 
breach of such a covenant. 

For the Puritans, covenant meant a dual obligation; first, the obli

gation each individual had to serve God; and, second, the obligation 
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the total community shared together in serving each other and God. The 

covenant depended upon both the internal piety of the individual and the 

external responsibility of the collective community. For the early 

Puritans there was no difference between individualism and commu-^ 

38 
nalism. The sins of individuals brought calamity upon the common-

39 wealth. Each was indispensable to the other and only by working 

together could God be served. Puritan preachers continually warned 

their congregations that the people were straying from their special 

relationship to God as a chosen race and would face disaster if they 

41 
did not turn back from corruption and live by the community covenant. 

These "state-of-the-covenant addresses" were delivered at occasions 

when the auditors looked to the speaker for guidance in an uncertain 

c 41 

future. ̂-̂  

Anxiety was both the means and the end in the jeremiad as it func

tioned to create a climate of tension that served to release the 

"progressivist energies" needed for the success of this errand. Crisis 

was the social norm it sought to establish. The concept of errand 

implied a state of unfulfillment. The future, though divinely 

assured, was never quite present, and New England Jeremiahs provided 
43 the sense of insecurity that would insure the outcome of the venture. 

Using examples, allusions and mutual commendations throughout the poli

tical sermon, the spokesmen lamented a growing discrepancy between fact 

and ideal. Their lament was a strategy for prodding the community 

forward, in the belief that fact and ideal would be made to corre

spond. 
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Because they were a chosen covenant people, the Puritans declared, 

with more intensity than the European Jeremiad, the threat of divine 

retribution and proportionate punishment for their sins, but the Puri

tan's punishments were divine appointments not the "hazards of natural 

and impersonal forces." In their case God's punishments were correc

tive, not destructive. "His vengeance was a sign of love, a father's 

rod used to improve the errant child." Their punishments only 

served to confirm their chosen position. Berens explains that the 

Puritans, after 1670, "acted as if they were damned while presuming 

they were redeemed." This optimism is not found in the European 

Jeremiads. 

The jeremiad tradition of "cataloging the godly community's sins 

and the Lord's visitations, [while] celebrating the election of the 

48 
nation and its ultimate glory" entered American nationalism during 

the Great Awakening. This tradition was utilized during the succeed

ing periods of crisis: the French and Indian War, the American Revo

lution, the critical 1790s and the War of 1812. Each time it served 

49 American as it had served the Puritans. 

Another Puritan addition to the traditional jeremiad was "the 

founding fathers legend". As early as the 1660s, while many of the 

first generation were still alive, their descendants established the 

"myth of the golden-age of the Fathers." Foxcroft wrote in 1730 that 

Puritan spokesmen of the second generation tried to surpass each other 

in their praises of the forefathers. Bercovitch agrees, second 

generation Puritans "committed to a scheme which could not admit 
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failure, compensated for their thwarted errand" in part by 

"constructing a legendary past." This myth asserted that the found

ing fathers "knew the truth and lived the truth; the duty of their 

53 descendants was imitation, not innovation." 

Several examples of "the founding fathers legend" exist. John 

Winthrop was idealized by Cotton Mather as a "Nehemias Americanus" 

(after the prophet Nehemiah), who had been "pickt out for the worke" 

of founding New England "by the provident hand of the most high." 

In 1669 Nathaniel Morton lamented "God did once plant a noble vine in 

55 
New England but it is degenerated into the plant of a strange vine." 

Another example in 1674, Increase Mather proclaimed that the deaths of 

the founders were signs of "divine displeasure". This "taking away of 

56 
the ancient leaders was a warning to the sons to repent. Bercovitch 

explains that not to embrace the "God of the fathers" was a breach of 

filial duty. The children were obligated to "demand grace by virtue 

of their parents' mission." 

After 1670, the jeremiad also included the "abandonment of New 

England's errand into the wilderness" as a theme. The messages 

centered on God's anger with New England and His manifestations of that 

58 
displeasure for failing in their errand. An example is Increase 

Mather's denunciation, "Men have forgotten their Errand into this 

Wilderness . . . . If the body of the present standing generation be 

compared with what was here forty years ago, what a sad degeneracy is 

evident." The seventeenth century saw the development of an Amer

ican ritual, the Puritan Jeremiad, which joined social criticism to 
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spiritual renewal, public to private identity and the "signs of the 

times" to traditional symbols. 

American Jeremiad 

During the Great Awakening ideas previously applied only to New 

England were now applied and accepted in all the colonies. The 

concepts of a covenant people, a divine mission, the "golden-age" of 

the founding fathers and the jeremiad tradition were transferred from 

New England to the other colonies through the preaching of Jonathan 

Edwards, Gilbert Tennent, George Whitefield, Samuel Davies and other 

61 

revivalists. The Great Awakening did more in the colonies to trans

form the European customs and rites to American ways than any other 

62 
single event according to Holland. The themes preached in these 

revivals were that America was a stronghold of civil and religious 

freedom, that this freedom was achieved through God's design and provi

dence and that the colonies were defended by God in times of danger to 

maintain these blessings. Thus, America, as the New Israel, had a 

divine mission to advance this freedom. Berens feels that these themes 

joined to produce a nationalism "thirteen years before the Declaration 

of Independence . . . . and served America well during the next 50 

years of resistance, revolution and nation-building." 

These concepts, preached during the Great Awakening, were crys-

talized during the British wars against the French and their Indian 

allies. Divine Providence ordained the political and military devel

opments of the great war for empire. In 1763, patriots shifted their 
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perceptions of France as the "chief threat" to the American mission as 

they argued that France had been replaced as the "power most determined 

to destroy the colonies God-given liberties" by the "conspiratorial 

activities" of the British. Therefore, the colonies were "under the 

command of Divine Providence to resist their parent state as they had 

resisted Papist France.' ^ j^ the years between the Stamp Act and the 

Treaty of Paris, jeremiads continued to threaten further punishments 

for the covenanted people unless they returned to their bond by confes

sion and reformation. 

In 1775, the Congressional "recommendation" that July 20, be 

observed as a "day of publick humiliation, fasting and prayer" for the 

national confession of sin and iniquity, for a promise of repentance 

and, after that, for God to be so moved to influence Britian, demon

strates a merger of repentance and patriotism. This invitation 

illustrates the same response to affliction that existed when the Puri

tans set aside days for public confession of transgressions and offered 

a promise of communal repentance as the only method for gaining the 

favor of Jehovah. The Biblical concept of a people standing in direct 

daily relation to God, upon covenanted terms, and thus responsible for 

their moral conduct had become a "possession" of all the American colo-

68 
nies. 

Historian Perry Miller interprets the fast decree as follows; 

They were to gather in their assemblies on July 20, 1775, 
inform themselves that the afflictions brought upon them 
in the dispute with Great Britian were not hardships 
suffered in some irrational political strife but intelli
gible ordeals divinely brought about because of their own 
abominations. This being the situation, they were to 



28 

resolve, not only separately but in unison, to mend their 
ways, restore primitive piety, suppress vice and curtail 
luxury. Then if they were sincere, if they proved that 
they meant their vow, God would reward them by raising up 
instruments for the deflection of, if necessary, destruc
tion of Lord North.69 

On July 20 Jacob Duche preached not only to his Anglican parish but 

to the assembled Continental Congress. He portrayed the whole trouble 

as "a national punishment" inflicted because of "national guilt". He 

surveyed the manifest favors God had shown the colonies and, then, 

diagnosed their present affliction as centering, not on the iniquity 

of the British Cabinet, but rather on the infidelity of Americans: 

Have we not rather been so far carried away by the stream 
of prosperity, as to be forgetful of the source from whence 
it was derived? So elevated by the prospect, which peace 
and a successful commerce have opened to us, as to neglect 
those impressions of goodness, which former affections had 
left upon our hearts? 

The rhetorical power of organized religion was first used on 

behalf of America in her aspirations for independence. The Reverend 

James Otis and his "black regiment" of colonial ministers "preached 

up" the revolution in innumerable fast day and recruiting sermons. 

Three basic themes were articulated by patriotic speakers during the 

revolution: (1) The cause of liberty was the cause of God; (2) Since 

the New World had been chosen to possess civil and religious liberty. 

72 

efforts to protect, preserve and perpetuate these rights against the 

"tyranny" of Britian were within the divine will for this New Israel; 

and (3) The Puritan fathers had sought and been granted asylum for 

73 
political and religious freedom. During the Revolution the jeremiad 

became a vehicle for expressing "communal aspirations . . . and 
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recounting the hand of the Lord in the political, social and military 

history of America." 

The next national crisis to be sustained was the War of 1812. The 

jeremiad tradition was clearly reflected in the fasts held in the 

summer of 1812. In pulpit after pulpit the question was asked, "Why was 

the nation again plunged into war?" The jeremiad answers were basi

cally threefold: (1) Cooperation with Napoleonic France (War was 

fitting punishment for those who would assist pagan France, preached 

Francis Brown, Moses Dow and Timothy Dwight.); (2) Election of infidels 

(War was deserved retribution for a people who elected impious rulers, 

charged Brown Emerson, Samuel Austin, Stephen Rowan and Nathan Beman.); 

(3) Sin (War was deserved by a chosen people who had made a mockery of 

their covenant with God by a "horrendous procession of sins", declared 

Samuel Whelpley, Lyman Beecher, William Channing, John Lathrop and 

Jedidah Morse. Some preachers also included the institution of slavery 

as one of these sins. With every military defeat, "each new revelation 

of Jehovah's anger", preachers warned Americans "with sincere repen

tance and self-loathing, let us cry to God for our afflicted country." 

The elections of 1812 provided opportunity for the faithful to 

save the nation by electing men whose lives demonstrated adherence to 

the covenant. Jeremiah Evarts urged laymen to vote only for men who 

were "worthy of public confidence, by lives of private virtue; such 

men are directed by a regard to conscience and a fear of God." James 

Abercrombie was attacked by editors in Philadelphia for his political 

preaching when he asked his assembly if they had sought divine favor 
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by electing "men of wisdom, integrity, firmness, and disinterested 

attachment to the public welfare?" "Whether you eat, or drink, or 

vote, do it for the glory of God, and the good of your country," 

Stephen Rowan exhorted his audience before the election of 1812. 

It was simple: the war was punishment for America's sins and those 

sins must immediately be removed because America could be enslaved as 

punishment for sin. But, unlike his forebearers of 1775, the Christian 

of 1812 need not rebel against wicked rulers; he could vote against 

^u 78 them. 

When the war ended, various explanations were offered. God's hand 

might have been stayed temporarily. His mercy toward his children in 

the New World had always been bountiful and He had not brought them 

through so much to abandon them. The "Holy Remnant", like that of 

ancient Israel, might with the return of peace be given another chance. 

Many preachers visualized a nation which had received a pardon, rather 

79 
than a stay of execution. John Popkin warned that America might have 

peace for a while, but, if any leaders except the godly, were elected, 

80 
worse war would engulf the nation. Defending his war jeremiads, John 

Lathrop stated, "It was my duty to give warning when the important 

interests of my country appeared to be in danger." Then he prayed 

that, with this new chance, the grandchildren of the Puritan warriors 

81 
might "never suffer their birth-rights to be taken from them." 

82 
Others reaffirmed that resumption of sin would bring more dying. 

Covenanted obligations underwent change after the War of 1812. No 

longer would specific calamity call for change to get things "back on 
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the right track". The Christians recognized that the country's ills 

were too profound and numerous to be wiped out easily, so under the 

covenant they organized committees and societies for the purpose of 

training a second generation to right the country. The Christians of 

1815, and after, set about to extricate their country and themselves 

from mounting national guilt and sure punishment. The American cove

nant developed into evangelical revivalism and a constant push for 

83 reform. In 1815 and after, public spokesmen continued to call on 

the memory of their ancestors and seek God's favor to force Americans 

84 
to confront their destiny and duty. 

The jeremiad persisted throughout the 19th century especially in 

the westward expansion. The question became the old prophetic refrain: 

"When is our errand to be fulfilled? How long, 0 Lord, how long?" The 

answer, as it had been in the Puritan jeremiad, joined both lament and 

85 
celebration in reaffirming America s mission. Robert Handy concludes 

that the concept of America as a "city on a hill" watched by the world, 

was converted into the doctorine of Manifest Destiny to justify expan

sion, fighting against Mexico and against Spain in the Spanish-American 

TT 86 War. 

The jeremiad was utilized by both sides in the Civil War but the 

protests against slavery were more effective. Such protests began as 

early as 1812 when Elijah Parish in his wartime jeremiad predicted that 

the sin of slavery would produce its "own punishment in the form of a 

87 
black uprising in the south." This theme was continued in 1852 as 

Lyman Beecher stated, "In the South, a volcano whose raging fires and 
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murmuring thunders have long been depressed is now, with loud admonition 

88 
threatening an eruption." 

The jeremiads of the Northern states in 1860 held that the North 

was consecrated to progress, unity and the middle class and the South 

was not. Hence, "God's judgment on His people was truly righteous," 

and once again "cleansing and purging were necessary . . . for the task 

89 of fulfilling His will in history." Emerson declared, America was 

"just passing through a great crisis in it's history . . . . settling 

for ourselves and our descendants questions which as they shall be 

determined . . . will make the peace and prosperity or the calamity of 

90 
the next ages." The question of the Civil War was not whether we 

should be a nation but whether we should be the leader, guide and 

lawgiver of the world. Destiny left the North no choice in the matter 

declared the jeremiads. "We must . . . redeem America for all its 

sinful years since the century began" was the underlying reason for 

fighting in the Union. The moral of the war was stated by Lincoln 

in a national fast day address in 1863, the war was "punishment 

inflicted upon us for our presumptuous sins to the end that the whole 

people might be redeemed."^ Now that the South had been made to corre

spond to the ideal, it too could join the march toward the American 

City of God.̂ -̂  

After the Civil War, the jeremiad continued. Carpenter concluded 

that Frederick Jackson Turner's jeremiad of 1893 performed for the 

nation the task of "personifying those ideas and attributes of char

acter to which Americans as a chosen people owed their immediate 

successes and ultimate salvation."^^ 
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Contemporary Jeremiad 

During the twentieth century the jeremiad persisted in influencing 

American life. During World War I, the "American clergy carried and 

used rhetorical machine guns" to further the tie between religion and 

95 
government in America. At the end of World War I, America entered 

the period of the "Red Scare". Speakers went to great lengths to docu

ment the existence of the Bolshevik threat to this country in their 

jeremiads. Father Charles Coughlin, radio zealot, preached the theme 

96 
of the communist threat to thousands each week on his program. In 

the jeremiads of this radical right, the cause of the crisis was not 

so much sin, as "conspiracy, ignorance and unwitting compliance."^7 

However, they still threatened destruction if the threat was not over

come. 

Like the Puritan form, the modern jeremiad still laments America's 

present condition and celebrates the prospect of ultimate fulfillment. 

It glorifies America's special status as man's "last best hope", and 

constantly warns of failure to live up to that ideal. Although most 

modern jeremiads contain the theme and style of the Puritan mode, the 

98 
rigid pattern of organization is no longer present. It still serves 

as a rhetorical response to domestic crisis situations. For proof 

Friedenberg uses Franklin Roosevelt's first inaugural and Carter's 

speech of July 15, 1979. He also cites Reagan and Kennedy's primary 

99 
speeches. He points out that the auditors of a "secular jeremiad" 

are analogous to the Puritan minister's "chosen flock" if they are able 

themselves to resolve the crisis by the actions of "domestic 
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audiences . 

Most modern day jeremiads are campaign addresses. Ritter 

discovered the jeremiad tradition in campaign discourses which used the 

mythic past of America in referring to the "American Dream", to affirm 

the belief that America was "destined to become a mighty empire of 

liberty where individuals and society as a whole would prosper. In the 

mythic sense, American history is the record of the struggle to fulfill 

this national mission." Presidential nomination acceptance 

addresses have such jeremiad themes. Scriptures are replaced by a 

rendering of the national past, and they are delivered by political 

rather than religious leaders. But the underlying theme is still, 

"Americans . . . have deviated from the abiding principles of the Amer

ican Dream; their present suffering is a sign of their infidelity to 

the past," and the presidential candidate offers to lead them through 

repentance back to their fundamental national values—to restore Amer-

102 

ica to greatness. They assume that "regeneration [will be] accom

plished at the next election by turning the rascals out" rather than 

1 no 

calling for immediate repentance of sin. 

Contemporary speakers still point to a "Golden Age when [America 

104 
will] lead the world's children out of darkness." Predicting the 

possible effect of modern jeremiads, Sontag and Roth explain, "In an 

earlier time, religion in America supported a cleansing and a creative 

revolution. It has a similar opportunity and responsibility now. This 

could help provide a new birth of freedom for religion as well as for 

the nation." They illustrate America's vision of mission today as 
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follows: "Many nations have understood themselves as the world's new 

light. Yet none of these dreams quite equals the emphasis on moral 

righteousness, unlimited opportunity, unity for all, plus a special 

favor and responsibility from God" that characterizes most modern 

106 

interpretations of America. From its founding to the present Amer

ica in the jeremiads has been a people chosen by God to fulfill a 

sacred mission. The jeremiad tradition has kept this belief alive 

throughout American history. 

Rhetoric Typical of Jeremiads 

The major characteristics of the American Jeremiad derived from 

Puritan rhetoric and have generally remained intact. The foundation 

of the American Jeremiad is the assumption that Americans are God's 

chosen people with a divine covenant mission. This identification, 

literal, spiritual and figural, of old Israel and new is a distin

guishing trait of the Jeremiahs in the last decades of the seventeenth 

century. Friedenberg compares this Puritan jeremiad trait, Puritan 

ministers spoke to a 'chosen people", to the contemporary jeremiad's 

attempts "to make individual auditors aware of themselves as a part of 

a special or 'chosen people".lOS Carpenter referring to nineteenth 

century historical jeremiads declares that their urgent and timely 

warnings are focused on the audience that views themselves as a "chosen 

people confronted with doom unless they atone" by following a certain 

course of action or "by returning to their former ways and ideals.' 

Modern inaugural addresses still proclaim the belief of a divine 
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mission by insisting that "America must fulfill the promise of their 

110 
forefathers." 

The definite connection to crisis is another characteristic of the 

American Jeremiad. The jeremiads of the seventeenth century responded 

to crises such as crop failure, doctorinal controversy, epidemics, the 

Indian wars, military defeats, the witch trials and the charter nego

tiations. The Puritan Jeremiads drew inspiration from insecurity and 

by the 1670s, crisis was their source of strength, "they . . . gloried 

in it, even invented it if necessary. Crisis became both form and 

substance of their appeals." Jeremiads were usually delivered in 

response to actual crisis situations. At times however, the crisis 

may have been a "failure to meet the desired norm established by scrip

ture." But in either crisis "the people had it within their power to 

112 
resolve the crisis." The audience is urged to view the crisis as 

but a temporary tribulation for a nation whose success has long been 

assured. Freidenberg demonstrates that the Puritan jeremiads were 

responses to crisis situations that were usually domestic rather than 

113 
foreign policy crises. 

A general theme of sin, repentance and reform permeates the Amer

ican Jeremiad. The Puritan Jeremiads first noted that the people had 

sinned. Then they would list the sins of the people, and call 

for repentance. Sayer, writing of the radical right jeremiad, states 

that the modern jeremiad is the same as the Puritan form but now "we 

are exhorted to reform to solve this evil problem," rather than repent 

of a specific list of sins. Today the reform is usually "getting back 
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to the basics [that] made this country great." 

When establishing the ideal, the American Jeremiads set standards 

from scripture or from early American history. The Puritan jeremiad 

cited scripture to establish the desired norm. Most of the Puritan 

preachers began with a Biblical text from one of the Old Testament 

prophets especially from Jeremiah or Isaiah; then, they would point to 

the warnings of these prophets as being fulfilled in that present day 

as demonstrated by the evils that God was visiting upon his people as 

118 
punishments. Ritter explains, "Present policies are measured 

against the standard of the American past—just as Puritans measured 

their acts against Biblical injunctions—a people's vision of their 

past dictates their present purpose. To define the past, then, is to 

119 
chart the future." As a pattern of political discourse, the most 

significant function of the jeremiad is that it helps to define and 

redefine the meaning of the American past. 

A fifth characteristic of the American Jeremiad is the laments 

120 of existing conditions with a series of condemnations. From this 

characteristic comes the "doomsday" idea associated with the jeremiads. 

The Puritan spokesmen warned their audiences that they had "failed to 

keep their special covenant with God in faith and deed," pointing to 

121 
present afflictions as proof. Carpenter's analysis concludes that 

the nineteenth century jeremiads presented a "sense of urgency and 

impending doom" by lamenting 

. . . the loss of values such as initiative, cooperative-
ness, optimism, individualism, self-reliance, resiliency, 
steadfastness, neighborliness, confidence, wholesomeness, 
enthusiasm, calmness of purpose, and a spirit of adven
ture . . . 122 
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which was a threat to America's continued successes and salvation as a 

123 

chosen people. The modern jeremiad still thrives on an inconsis

tency between the ideal and the real, and condemns the failure of 

the real world to be perfect. 

The solution to the problem or crisis being addressed by the jere

miad is repentance and/or a return to a mythical American past followed 

by perscribed action. Puritan Jeremiads suggested to their audiences 

means by which they could insure their continued well-being and ulti-

125 mate salvation by following certain recommended courses of action. 

Carpenter's studies report that the nineteenth century audience came 

to "feel that adherence to older values" and designated action in the 

form of "adoption of a specific policy" would solve the problem 

1 26 
presented. Today's jeremiads purpose a return to the values and 

127 traditions that have made Americans a select people. ^ Sayer notes 

that the radical right jeremiads call for political involvement. "We 

must elect and put into office . . . old-fashioned patriots who will 

1 28 
stand up for this country and its inherent greatness." They also 

recommend education as a course of action. "Of primary importance is 

education. We must learn about this threat, become aware of its 

129 
dangers, and spread this educational component nationwide." 

If the solution offered is implemented, the jeremiad offers hope 

and restoration in a prophetic vision. The Puritan sermon included a 

prediction of the lifting of God's punishment, the fulfillment of God's 

promise to His people and the restoration of progress for the chosen 

130 
people under special and divine protection. The contemporary 
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jeremiad speakers will close by sharing with their audiences a vision 

131 
of a bright future for the chosen America. 

Jeremiads tend to develop their themes by following a specific 

organizational pattern. The Puritan Jeremiad progressed from; (1) a 

Biblical text usually from Jeremiah or Isaiah or another of the Old 

Testament prophets to (2) a notation that the people had sinned, and 

thus, had failed to keep their covenant with God to (3) a revelation 

of how the warnings of Jeremiah or Isaiah were being fulfilled in the 

present day by pointing out the evils that were being experienced to 

(4) a call to realize their errors and to repent, thus, restoring their 

part of the covenant with God, and then, to return to the true prin

ciples of the church before it was too late to (5) a prediction of the 

lifting of the punishment and a return to the establishment of a New 

132 

Jerusalem. The sermon might vary in emphasis by primarily chas

tising the people in times of calamity, calling for specific acts of 

repentance, celebrating the recent lifting of God's punishments, or 

even, warning of God's possible abandonment of an ungrateful and unre-

133 pentant people. 

The organization of the jeremiad has undergone some change since 

the seventeenth century. Carpenter's research concluded that the 

proems and perorations of the nineteenth century jeremiads evoked 

feelings of doom and that each concluded indicating a sense of urgency 

in the situation and recommending a source of solution. The jere

miad of the radical right, since 1917, reveals another jeremiad organ

izational pattern. First, it presents a definite threat to the United 
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States, either social, military, political and/or economic. Second, it 

shows the casual base of the threat to be conspiracy, ignorance and 

unwitting compliance. Lastly, it presents the two solutions that will 

135 
save America: education and back to basics. The campaign 

discourses which contain jeremiad themes usually do not follow any 

common organizational pattern. 

In early New England the spokeman of the jeremiad was usually a 

minister who spoke as a scolding prophet, a voice crying in the wilder-

ness, who was at the same time a part of the community. The modern 

jeremiad is not presented by a "genuine Jeremiah". The prophets of 

the Bible were apart from the society they criticized. The Puritans 

had already lost the detachment of the prophets, for they functioned 

within the society and were religious, social and political leaders. 

Many of the modern spokemen continue this trend "for they are near the 

137 
hearts of the social and political order." 

Developing in Europe from the pattern established in the Book of 

Jeremiah, the jeremiad underwent tranformation in the New World. Then, 

the political ritual of the jeremiad was spread through the colonies 

aiding in evoking the patriotic enthusiasm of the American Revolution. 

The jeremiad continued to be a part of American life through the War 

of 1812, the Civil War into the twentieth century. The jeremiad 

themes of this century have been noted in political rhetoric. Exami

nation of the rhetoric typical of American Jeremiads throughout 

American history revealed nine basic characteristics. 
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CHAPTER 3 

THEMES AND JEREMIAD CHARACTERISTICS OF JAMES ROBISON 

In a personal interview James Robison was asked, "Then am I correct 

in assuming that you see a parallel between your messages and those of 

Jeremiah?" He replied, "Oh, yes, definitely. I am an evangelist called 

to warn the people of America that if they don't repent and return to 

God, we will be destroyed." This is also the American Jeremiad's 

intent. The purpose of this chapter, therefore, is to compare the 

rhetoric of James Robison's themes found in his television specials 

and the American Jeremiad characteristics. 

Rhetorical Themes of James Robison 

Robison's religio-political rhetoric permeates his books, magazine 

articles, crusade sermons, weekly television show and prime-time 

specials. His television specials are examined here because they reach 

large audiences and are representative of his rhetoric. Five major 

themes are present in his prime-time specials: sin, repentance/judg

ment, nation/government, family/church and Satan/communism. Each of 

these themes will be examined to determine: (1) How is the theme 

defined? (2) What is Robison's position on the theme? (3) What theme 

solutions are presented? (4) What occurs in the absence of a solution? 

Sin 

James Robison deals with the theme of sin which he defines by 

using Biblical passages. 

48 
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. . . neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind 
. . . that's homosexuals . . . nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revelers, nor extortioners . . . that's 
talking about people that are full of hate, and . . . are 
hypocritical and dishonest.2 

He also defines sin through examples. Murder is defined as sin in End 

of Outrage with the example of a family of three killed by escaped 

convicts. He defines stealing as sin by referring to the looting during 

the New York blackout. Homosexuality, frequently mentioned, is likewise 

a sin. "God Almighty says homosexuality is an eternal sin . . . It's 

wrong . . . . It's a sin and you can't call it anything else." He 

uses a personal example to illustrate the sin of self-righteousness. In 

Child Abuse, he narrates abuse cases and uses reinacted scenes to define 

sin. Footage of an abused child's funeral was shown for emphasis. But 

such violence is not the only sin of abuse. Parents who neglect the 

religious training of their children are considered to have "spiritually 

4 
abused" them. Similarly, scenes of teenagers on drugs combined with 

personal testimonies and descriptive narration were used to define the 

sins of incest, prostitution, homosexuality, alcoholism, drug abuse, 

gambling and divorce in Attack on the Family. 

Robison views sin as the cause of all problems, individual and 

national. That an individual's sin can ruin one's life is the subject 

of the personal experiences of several people shared in Repentance. 

He believes that sin brings frustration and unhappiness to the indi

vidual and ultimately destroys our nation. Following scenes of 

violence in End of Outrage, he concludes, " . . . those actually 

happened right here in America! The result of sin and indifference 
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and greed." He declares America's sin to be the worst in the history 

of the world. 

Twenty-one civilizations have come and gone in the history of 
the world. And America would make anyone of these . . . look 
like kindergarten children cutting out paper dolls when it 
comes to the filth, the sin, the corruption, the sexual 
perversion, defilement and the stink.8 

For Robison the problem of sin is cyclical. An individual commits sin. 

This sin incurs the wrath of God. This wrath is shown in God's aban

doning America to a perverted sinful lifestyle. 

A return to God and an immediate change in our lifestyle is the 

only solution to sin. "We [must] immediately correct the problem of 

Q 

our . . . present lifestyle." To Robison, when an individual turns 

to God, they turn from "everything destructive, despicable, deceiving, 

deluting and depressing." He leaves the "emptiness" of life, is 

"delivered by God" from his present situation and is given the power 

to "overcome his problems." The solution for sin is found in the 

individual: A Christian and a non-Christian must turn to God. 

If the individual does not return to God, Robison shows that sin 

incurs the wrath of God. "God is angry with us, with sin. He loves 

sinners but he's angry with sin. He's not only angry with the sin of 

the unbeliever, which he is, but he is angry with the sin of the 
12 

Christians in this country." The Bible promises destruction for an 

individual and a nation that will not turn from sin. Robison declares, 

"God stated in the Psalms, 'The wicked shall be cast into destruction 

13 
with all nations that forget God." He infers in Attack on the Family 

that, because of America's sin, our children are in trouble. In Child 
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Abuse and End of Outrage, he states that we have produced a generation 

of "evil doers, boys and girls . . . who know what it is to hate, to 

fight, to murder, to destroy." In the absence of the purposed solu

tion, the nation will be destroyed. "I can assure you just as other 

nations have met with ultimate, total destruction, America will be 

destroyed.' 

Repentance/judgment 

The theme of repentance and judgment is best defined in Robison's 

special. Repentance. In crusade preaching segments, he defines repen

tance as "the expression of God's work in your life," and as "turning 

from our own way and going God's way . . . accepting God's love and 

forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ." He also explains what 

repentance is not. It is not " . . . remorse. It is not simply being 

sorry for your sins." It is not " . . . regret . . . saying I wish I 

hadn't done it . . . . I wish I could do it over." It is not "reform 

. . . [saying] I'm going to start over and live right." Lastly, it is 

not "religion . . . . Our churches are filled with people who have 

never repented." He uses the later idea to define repentance in Marks 

of a_ Christian. 

Robison's position on this theme is that we, as individuals, and 

thus as a nation, must repent or we will be judged. America is 

currently facing judgment: "I am frankly convinced that the judgment 

18 
of God is already upon us." Thus, judgment must occur immediately to 

stay the hand of God. 
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Repentance or judgment are the only solutions offered for America's 

sin. Robison advances repentance as the solution for individuals as it 

"is essential for the salvation of any individual." He also offers 

repentance for the salvation of the nation, "Repentance is the only hope 

for America."1^ 

The result of not repenting is judgment such as that of Sodom and 

Gomorrah, when God sent "fire and . . . destroyed the city with a 

fervent heat and melted it." Punishment for America's sin has 

already begun, " . . . the judgment of God is already upon us. You don't 

91 

have to wait for the firey destruction for all." The result of repen

tance is that God will "once again bless America because we have 

returned to him in total commitment.' 

Nation/government 

America is ideally pictured by James Robison as "one nation under 

God", established as a world leader to defend "human freedoms" all over 

the world and organized around a government of "limited and enumerated 

powers" that originally held the priorities of "God and man . . . and 

23 government under man in that order." He defines America as a nation 

founded on Christian principles by our forefathers. 

The founding fathers . . . acknowledged God Almighty . . . 
and indicated that we are created in His image. Government 
was to be the servant to make us more secure in the posses-
sion of our divine inheritance.^^ 

The freedom and liberty that America now enjoys was "purchased with the 

blood of our forefathers."2^ Not only was America founded on Christian 

principles but remains free because these principles have been defended, 
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"somebody believed in fighting for the right or you wouldn't be 

free." Our country must be defended by people being willing to fight 

to protect it and being willing to repent to preserve it. 

Robison's position on the state of the nation is clear. He feels 

that our nation is falling and falling fast. He reports, "America 

is corrupt. She's drunk, duped, sinful, perverted and godless. Her 

doom is as certain as God."2' Illustrating that most Americans are 

ignorant of this destruction, he warns, "Wake up America. The dream's 

28 

become a nightmare." He feels the state of the nation is a conse

quence of all levels of "American life . . . becoming greedy and self-

29 
centered," and a consequence of Christian complacency, ". . .we've 

been so complacent that we set back and fold our hands and say I hope 

it gets better." But we are "running out of time."-* The continued 

existence of America today is a result of a "remnant of Christians who 

are still praying . . . in this country. I believe if we ever cease to 

pray and seek God, God will destroy this country." He views America 

as an idolatrous nation who expects the government to be "the all provi-

33 
dent provider of every need and every desire in the human heart." 

He also holds that this god has become an "awesome", "corrupt", 

"destructive", "consuming" god. 

The solution to the problem of government is to get preachers 

involved in politics. 

People that say preachers don't have any effect on politics 
haven't read the Bible . . . . In the Old Testamment and 
in the New Testament, God raised up the preachers and they 
preached not only to the people . . . . They preached to 
the rulers, the political leaders . . . . We need prophets 
today who will take a stand for God. 
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Another solution is for Christians, "decent people, the family people", 

to get outside the church. "Christians need to get outside the church 

and get out where the need is and give people the answer."-^^ Practical 

application of this involvement is for Christians to enter politics, 

which are "corrupt [because] the decent people stayed out and 

37 
complained . . . . We've got to do something,' Christians need to 

let their voices be heard and "be intelligently involved . . . actively 

38 involved" and vote. 

Our nation's forsaking of God has resulted in the failure of Amer

ica to solve both internal and international problems. Domestic 

problems, such as "horrible crimes that occur daily in this country," 

are a result of this failure. Another sign of failure is that America 

is being "humiliated before the whole world." The Iranian hostage 

crisis and the invasion of Afganistan are two examples of this humil-

39 
iation. A shift in the world's balance of power to favor the 

Soviets is presented as another result of "turning our backs on God." 

Family/church 

One of the foundations of our nation, according to Robison, is 

the "traditional family", because if our families fail, then our nation 

will crumble. He defines the Christian home as a home where "everybody 

fits into the right place, assumes the right responsibility, becomes a 

41 
spiritual success in the eyes of God." He expands the definition of 

the family to include the church by stating, ", . , everything God said 

about the church, he intended for the family also. He expects His 



55 

church to be like a family and your family to be like a church." 

Robison feels "there are forces at work which are dedicated to the 

total and absolute destruction of the traditional American family."^ 

Some of these forces are incest, child abuse, humanism in the schools, 

drug abuse, alcohol and lack of parental attention. These attack the 

children of the family. The wife and mother is pressured by the abor

tionist, the women's movement and media portrayals. The husbands and 

fathers, pressured by the push for success, succumb to alcohol, drugs, 

gambling, divorce, violence or heart attack. 

The only solution offered the family is to "build on a solid 

foundation, hearing and heeding God's Word, God's absolute truth." 

The solution offered to the church is for church members to "repent" 

and "reach out" to others.^" 

If these solutions are not followed, America will continue to have 

problems produced by parents who fail to raise their children properly. 

Some of these problems are alcoholism, prostitution, drug abuse, 

violence and unemployment. The later is because "people . . . can't 

hold a job . . . because they flunked home." He implies that if 

American's would raise their children in Christian homes, the nation's 

problems would dissipate. 

Satan/communism 

Robison defines Satan as the "deceiver", implying that he is 

behind many "cult and sect leaders" who deceive their followers, as 

the "adversary" of Christians, and as the perverter, who encourages 
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homosexuality. In other words, Satan is the enemy. In Marks of a 

Christian, he states that Satan has power that overcomes the nonbe-

liever constantly leading them to sin. Rather than allow an individual 

to "repent and trust God", Satan deceives by telling-^ou what you need 

is religion. You need to meditate. You need to study religions." 

Satan is associated with communism. "Satan spawned communism. It's 

his offspring, and it's the enemy of freedom."^0 ^Q uses the author

itative statements of military leaders, business leaders and political 

leaders to support the idea that communism is a threat to America 

which will destroy us either by subversion or by nuclear war. 

Robison posits that Satan is the enemy of the individual and 

communism is the nation's enemy. Americans are deceived by Satan 

because he works in a slow sinister manner through Christian compla

cency, atheistic humanism and parents who don't care about their chil

dren. Wake Up America pictures the nation's enemy as a large menace. 

"We are confronted and surrounded by a global menace so enormous it 

encircles the earth. The delicate . . . balance of power has shifted 

52 leaving us dangerously vulnerable." Several times he refers to the 

Soviet intent to conquer America and rule the world. "The Soviet 

Union is going to . . . take over the world" and their plans are to 

"emerge . . . as the sole survivor and the sole inheritor of whatever 

is left on earth" should war come. He portrays America in contrast to 

this "Communistic red machine" as trying to appease the enemy, cutback 

on military hardware and missiles, cope with "people problems" of no 

equipment, money or personnel in our armed forces and eliminate new 
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53 weapon advances. 

The solution to both problems is for America to experience a 

"moral revival" to combat the subversion threat and to be "willing to 

die if necessary" to counter the threat of aggression being planned by 

the Soviets. In order to have a moral revival, Americans must become 

actively involved in seeing this nation "turn back to truth."^ One 

way to be involved is to pray for "truth tellers . . . prophets" to 

fight the "idea of communism". Another way is to "vote for Godly 

principles in your country."^" -po combat the threat of aggression, he 

believes that "it is scriptural" to have a strong national defense. 

Whether America is or is not overcome by these enemies, the result 

is the same. Robison prophesies, "We will either seek the Lord 230 

million strong, or we will seek the Lord 50-70 million survivors." 

Jeremiad Characteristics Compared to Rhetorical Themes 

The unique rhetoric of the American Jeremiad contains nine basic 

characteristics: (1) The assumption that Americans are God's chosen 

people with a divine covenant mission; (2) The reliance on crisis to 

create urgency in response; (3) The repetition of the themes of sin, 

repentance and reform; (4) The establishment of ideal standards based 

on scriptures or the myth of the American past; (5) The laments of 

existing conditions with a series of condemnations; (6) The solution 

to the existing problems is either repentance of sin and/or a return 

to a mythic American past followed by immediate action; (7) The offer 

of hope and restoration presented in a prophetic vision; (8) A specific 
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organizational pattern; and (9) Delivery by a scolding prophet. 

Chosen People 

The basis of the American jeremiad is the assumption that Ameri

cans are God's chosen people, selected from the discovery of America, 

58 
with a divine covenant mission to become a "promised land". Robison 

does not make direct reference to Americans as a chosen people but his 

messages reflect this assumption. In dealing with sin, he constantly 

draws analogies from the Bible to America and its relationship to God. 

"The God that would not tolerate the gross perversion and immorality of 

Sodom and Gomorrah will not tolerate that same iniquity on the part of 

,,59 
America. This statement infers that America has a special mission 

to fulfill and sin mars its completion by incurring the wrath of God. 

Applying this characteristic to the theme of repentance, he makes the 

Biblical message to the nation Israel also applicable to America. "All 

through the Bible you find the command to repent. God preached it to 

His nation Israel. He warned them to repent. We too have to repent." 

Another parallel between Israel and America appears in End of Outrage, 

"The same God that demanded His own nation Israel repent is demanding 

no less of America." 

On the theme of nation/government, Robison makes reference to 

America's past mission to establish a free nation for worship and 

productivity, "The freedom that we have now was based upon the truth 

that sets all men free, a desire to know God and a desire to worship 

God . . . and be productive.""2 in his references to our present 
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national mission, he pictures America as the "light of the world", as 

64 
the world o problem-solver", and as an example of the "good life for 

fi 5 
all", the American Dream. 

Robison ties the theme of family/church to the nation/government 

theme. He infers that a chosen people would raise their children as 

chosen instruments in God's plan so that our national mission might be 

fulfilled. In the Satan/communism theme, he concludes that the Soviets 

are the chosen instruments of Satan and that Americans, as a chosen 

people, have been fulfilling the divine mission of "being the standard 

bearer of the forces of freedom fighters throughout the world" for the 

past 25 years. We must continue to play this role by standing 

against the deceit of Satan and the forces of communism. 

Robison bases his approach to the themes of sin, repentance/judg

ment, nation/government and Satan/communism on the assumption that 

Americans are a chosen people with a covenant mission. In the theme 

of family/church, the assumption appears only indirectly. 

Reliance on Crisis 

Crisis became "both form and substance" of the Puritan Jeremiad 

appeals. At times jeremiads have been a response to an actual crisis 

situation. However, many times the crisis was created, demonstrating 

.. 67 
that the auditors had failed to realize the scriptural ideal . 

Robison relies heavily on crises, both real and created, to add urgency 

to his messages. His approach to the problems dealt with in his tele

vision specials is summed up thusly, "Our nation is faced with our 
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greatest peril in history. There has never been a time of such 

68 
dramatic cataclysmic crisis." 

A sin crisis is developed by illustrating that America has failed 

to become the "ideal place". Examples of sin such as murder, stealing 

and homosexuality indicate a moral crisis. This crisis is underscored 

by revelations that schools teach humanism and ban prayer, ipso facto, 

children sin because they are not taught morals. He combines all forms 

of sin and declares a crisis, "I declare to you that every manifesta

tion that you see, such as this, is God allowing us to see the filthi-

ness of the heart of America at this moment.""^ A sin of Christians, 

hypocracy, creates a crisis in Marks of a Christian. Such crises 

anger God who will bring His wrath down upon the nation. 

The theme of repentance/judgment relates to both the theme of sin 

and the nation as the only alternatives to the problems. The theme of 

the nation in crisis is dealt with primarily in Wake Up America. It 

begins with two real crises. First, the economic crisis is presented. 

We're strangling in inflation, sinking in the quicksand of 
recession. We're out of work and most of us can't afford 
to buy a home. The economy gets worse and worse . . . 
Gasoline is incredibly expensive and going to get more so. 
We can hardly pay for a tank of gas. Many Americans can't 
afford to get in a supermarket line.'O 

Several testimonies by the "man on the street" underscore the serious

ness of the economic crisis. The other crisis was the 53 American 

hostages held in Iran at the time of the special's release. 

Child Abuse and Attack on the Family create a "cataclysmic crisis" 

on the family/church theme. Statistics are used to demonstrate the 
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problems of runaways, incest, prostitution, abortion, divorce, drug 

abuse and throwaways. Reinacted scenes, descriptive narratives and 

news cuttings illustrate the crises of abused children and teenagers 

on drugs. Narration and testimonies are added to emphasize the crisis. 

A problem in public education is created by humanism and the humanist 

philosophy. Testimonies from textbook examiners, high school students 

and sections from textbooks demonstrate this crisis. Not only are the 

children in crisis, but so are wives and mothers because the humanist 

philosophy "leads women to question the value of their roles." A 

scene of a woman jumping to her death is followed by narration, "For 

this woman suicide was the answer. For others a destructive cycle of 

marriage and divorce." All of these "enemies of the family" are 

working to destroy the homes in America. 

The crisis in the church is lack of involvement. Members are not 

open and honest in confession and do not love one another. Many church 

members are not really Christians; and, many members refuse to become 

72 involved politically and socially with "the world". All of these 

problems combined have created a problem within the church. 

Robison also depends heavily on crisis to create urgency in the 

theme of Satan/communism. As news clips are shown, military leaders 

testify to the mounting crisis. 

We have seen Afganistan brutally assaulted by 110,000 
Soviet troops in . . . the opening gun of the greatest 
global conflict in history. The tragedy of Afganistan 
and the hostages in Iran is . . . after 25 years . . . 
[America] has now found itself impotent . . . '̂  

Various statistics are used to demonstrate that America is becoming 
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"powerless" because we are falling behind the Soviets militarily in 

missiles and fighter inceptors "47 to 1,"^^ Senator Jesse Helms 

explains the crisis, "The nuclear capability of the Soviet Union is 

double ours in terms of practical effect. They can knock out our 

missile system, we can not knock theirs out,"7^ Other military experts 

point out that America is becoming more vulnerable to a communistic 

takeover. 

Robison capitalizes on actual crisis situations that affect Amer

ica in the themes of the nation and Satan/communism. He combines 

current problems in the nation to create crises in the themes of sin 

and family/church. These four themes have a sense of urgency that 

something must be done immediately to alleviate the crisis situation in 

that area. Phrases such as "America is running out of time."76 and, 

"We can wait no longer!"77 suggest this urgency. The theme of repen

tance/judgment is not developed by a reliance on crisis. 

Theme of Sin, Repentance and Reform 

The typical jeremiad themes of sin, repentance and reform defi

nitely permeate Robison's specials. Sin and repentance are two of his 

five major themes and appear in each of his television specials. He 

pictures sin, directly or indirectly, as the cause of America's 

problems, ", . . there is a rottenness that permeates . . . every area 

78 

of life from the capital all the way down to the local home." Repen

tance is the basic solution to these problems. Reform plays an indirect 

role in the themes of the nation/government, family/church and Satan/ 

communism. But reform is a theme and can be found in "trusting Christ 



63 

as Saviour" or "turning back to God". The reform sought is based on 

repentance in the three later themes. Thus, the jeremiad themes of 

sin, repentance and reform occur directly or indirectly in all five of 

the major themes of Robison's rhetoric. 

Standards from Scripture or American Past 

The American Jeremiad establishes standards for both the indi

vidual and the nation from scripture or from an ideal American past. 

When using scripture, many times the prophecies given in the Bible to 

the Israelites are updated to apply to America. When using the Amer

ican past, the jeremiads portray American historical events and leaders 

as "ideal". 

Robison sets norms for his audiences and the country more from 

scripture than from the American past. In several of his specials, he 

defines sin from scripture, parallels present conditions with scrip

tural prophecies and uses scripture to predict the results of sin. In 

Marks of a. Christian, he examines the meanings of various words whose 

connotations have changed and infers that in the good-old-days the 

lifestyle of America was upright compared to today. 

In the theme of repentance, Robison uses scripture to define 

repentance, to give examples of repentance and to show salvation as 

the result of repentance. He uses multiple examples of Biblical 

figures preaching repentance to demonstrate that repentance has always 

been the solution to national and individual problems. He also cites 

scripture passages and examples to prove that judgment is the result 

of sin. 
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Robison uses references to both the American past and scriptures 

to set the desired norm for the nation. He employs the words of Jesus 

to show that America's foundation is weak as a result of not obeying 

the Word of God. He uses scripture to portray the state of America 

today as he quotes from Isaiah to describe a "sinful nation".®0 ^e 

states that having a strong national defense is "scriptural". ̂"̂  He 

utilizes a passage from Jeremiah to show the end result of making a 

God of government. He makes reference to the founding fathers when 

describing the role of government, "The founding fathers . . . created 

a government that was to be the servant of man. They acknowledged God 

82 
Almighty." He concludes that America should return to this ideal 

state. 

After linking the theme of family/church together, Robison estab

lishes the ideal home from a scripture passage in Ephesians which 

describes the responsibilities of the husband, wife and children in a 

Christian home. He condemns the church by quoting Isaiah and Ezekiel. 

Then, he establishes the ideal church from Isaiah as being composed of 

Christians who "cease to do evil, learn to do well, seek justice, 

relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow and 

83 
bind up the broken," Using scriptures from I Peter, II Corinthians 

and two in Ephesians, he sets the norm for Christian behavior. 

Robison uses scripture on the Satan/communism theme to show that 

Christians can defeat such enemies. He points out that communism is 

an idea and must be fought with scripture, "the gospel of our Lord",85 

He pictures America as loosing to communism by using a scripture from 
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Isaiah to show that if America does not return to God, He will allow 

86 
the nation to be "devoured". In each of his themes, James Robison 

makes ample use of scripture to establish standards for individuals and 

the nation. In the theme of the nation, he also utilizes the American 

past as a standard to be imitated. 

Laments and Condemnations 

The jeremiad laments existing conditions with a series of condem

nations. It characterizes life as corrupt and predicts doom for the 

nation. In the theme of sin, Robison mourns that America is "filthy 

87 from the top of the country to the lowest part." He laments that 

American life has "become greedy and self-centered . . . . Nothing 

88 
shocks us, nothing seems to disturb us.", and such a life of sin 

brings dire consequences because "God will not tolerate . . . iniquity 

89 
on the part of America," He warns that America "is going to fall 

90 unless we immediately correct the problem" of sin. 

On the theme of repentance/judgment, Robison laments the lack of 

repentance as the cause of our present conditions. He explains, "Amer

ica is crumbling . . . because of the deep spiritual need in our 

91 country for immediate repentance." He warns that if our nation is 

92 
to survive, it will "be because we repent.' The consequence of not 

93 
repenting is judgment, "America must repent or she'll perish," He 

predicts destruction for America, "Just as other nations have met with 

destruction, America will be destroyed. The judgment of God is upon 

94 us as revealed in God giving us over to corrupt lifestyles." He 
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condemns America for her actions and prophecies specific judgment. 

I believe I will live to see cities in America . . . 
literally, instantly destroyed. I believe I'll see it soon. 
You can keep your eyes on some west coast cities . . . . 
I'll guarantee you when a majority of a population begins 
to turn their backs on God and try to tell us a perverted 
lifestyle is a normal lifestyle and they have no time or 
tolerance for God. Focus your attention . . . because I 
promise you God will not continue to leave that city, that 
people without judgment.^^ 

Robison laments that "we are not one nation under God" in the theme of 

/ 96 

nation/government. He mourns that Americans have gone their "own 

ways and . . . it's death and destruction and devastation on every 

hand." He deplores that "the military, the home, the school, every

where, we are deteriorating" because humanism has infiltrated our 

public education and our armed forces are failing due to lack of money, 
98 personnel and equipment. He condemns Americans for making a god of 

the Federal Government by warning, "This god that we've raised up is 

99 out of control and he's destroying us." He laments the condition 

the government is in by declaring, "Our government is sick . . . . The 

bureaucracy will sink us." He grieves that the government can so 

regulate our lives that it "really is playing God with our lives." 

He predicts that the present conditions will incur the "chastening of 

1 09 
God" and will "bring us to our conclusion and to our loss of freedom." 

On the theme of family/church, Robison mourns a society of "adult 

delinquents" who have "forsaken" their children. He condemns parents 

who "throwaway" their children or who allow them "to die at home spiri-

103 
tually" because of lack of love, devotion, discipline and example. 

He warns of forces at work which are dedicated to the total and absolute 
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destruction of the traditional American family." The existing 

condition of unemployment is lamented as a result of people who 

"flunked home". He summarizes his lamentation by stating, "This 

nation is falling apart . . . fast because when your families are crum-

1 r\fi 

bling the society is collapsing." He deplores the lack of Christian 

involvement in "communications, secular journalism, higher education 

. . . and politics." Conditions in churches are lamented because 
1 08 

members don't love and care about each other, because they are full 

109 
of hate, and because they fail to get involved by making the mistake 

of "being silent and doing nothing." He condemns Christians for 

allowing present conditions to develop in America because of their 

111 
indifference, non-involvement, lack of true repentance, longing for 

112 113 

things of the world", and allowing themselves to be deceived. 

On the theme of Satan/communism, Robison condemns Christians for 

allowing Satan to "twist things" up in the church. He condemns Amer

ican aid to the Soviets. He mourns that the United States faces 

"greater danger today than we did after Pearl Harbor"ll'^ because after 

25 years America has found "itself impotent, powerless to intercede, 

powerless to defend it's interests" against Communist aggression. He 

deplores that America has allowed the Soviets to acquire more military 

might, while our own military lacks funds, people and equipment. 

The laments of Robison can be summed up in his statement, "America 
116 

is doomed if we don't come back to God." In the themes of sin, 

nation/government, family/church and Satan/communism, he laments the 

present conditions. In the theme repentance/judgment, he condemns 
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Americans for their lack of repentance and predicts judgment as a 

result. 

Solutions and Action 

In the American Jeremiad the solution to the existing crises is 

either repentance of sin and/or return to a legendary American past 

followed by immediate action. By the second generation of Puritans, 

the legend of the "Golden-Age of the Founding Fathers" evolved. Today, 

our founding fathers are still portrayed as "ideal leaders" who laid 

the foundation for America to become a "promised land", Certain 

actions are prescribed by the jeremiads to solve present problems and 

restore the "American Dream". 

Usually, Robison's solution to present problems is repentance of 

sin. The solution in the theme of sin is the theme of repentance. 

When speaking of the nation/government, he explains that conditions 

are degenerating because as a nation we are forsaking God; thus, the 

solution is to "humble ourselves", return to God and repent of our 

sin. Another solution is to return to being productive as indi

viduals and a nation. The solution in government is for people to act 

to "bind the government" and turn its function back to what the 

founding fathers created, "government was to be the servant, to make 

1 90 
US more secure in the possession of our divine inheritance." The 

action sought is Christian involvement in politics. 

In the theme of family/church, Robison's solution is again repen

tance. Parents need to repent and establish Christian homes; and. 
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children need to repent and obey their parents. Church members need to 

repent and become involved in political issues to solve present 

problems. 

In the Satan/communism theme, America must return to being the 

"defender of human freedoms" as in the past and build a strong national 

defense, so we may fight if necessary to protect our freedom as did our 

121 
ancestors. Spreading "the gospel" will combat subversion in America. 

Repentance is the solution most frequently offered by Robison on 

themes of sin, nation/government and family/church. On the themes of 

Satan/communism and nation/government, he also suggests a return to a 

mythical American past. Becoming involved is the action recommended in 

the themes of nation/government and church. On the Satan/communism 

theme, he calls for a strong national defense and a willingness to 

fight to preserve our freedoms. 

Hope and Restoration 

Celebration in the form of hope and restoration is presented in 

the jeremiad as a prophetic vision. The vision relates to the chosen 

people and the vision of a promised land. The only hope of achieving 

this mission or restoring the covenant with God is found in the solu

tions of repentance or return to past American values. 

122 
Robison proclaims that the only hope for America is repentance. 

If we repent, then, the sin problem will be solved, the nation/govern

ment problems will be solved, the family/church problems will be solved 

and Satan and Communism will be defeated. 
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Organizational Pattern 

The Puritan Jeremiads followed a specific organizational pattern: 

(1) A Biblical text usually from Isaiah or Jeremiah, (2) A description 

of the people's sins, (3) A warning that judgment has already begun as 

evidenced by the present problems, (4) A call to repent, and (5) A 

prediction of a return to the divine mission. The radical right 

jeremiad of this century followed a different pattern: (1) A social, 

military, economic or political threat to the United States exists, 

(2) The cause of the threat is conspiracy, ignorance and unwitting 

compliance, (3) There are two solutions; education and a return to 

u . 124 basics. 

Robison's television specials are not consistent in their organi

zational pattern. His first special. End of Outrage, consists of 

edited preaching segments from a crusade with pictures of various 

topics flashed periodically across the screen to illustrate certain 

points. His next three specials. Child Abuse, Marks of a Christian 

and Repentance, were all re-edited in June 1980. Child Abuse is mostly 

preaching segments with a few reinacted scenes and testimonials. In 

Marks of â  Christian, there are more testimonials inserted between 

preaching segments. Twice during Repentance, three people, including 

Peter Jenkins, author of Walk Across America, a farmer and a couple, 

share their stories in longer segments than in previous specials. 

Wake Up America, the award winning special, utilizes a news format with 

several different religious, business and military leaders to verify 

facts about the crises presented. It is also the first special to use 
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a narrator to tie the ideas together and to film Robison speaking in a 

home setting rather than preaching. In Attack on the Family, several 

experts and victims of the problems offer testimonials to support Robi

son 's ideas. Again a narrator is used; and, Robison is shown speaking 

from several different settings including a classroom, an operating 

room and an informal set. The format of his television specials have 

changed from being illustrated crusade messages to the news-special 

style with a narrator, an anchor-man, James Robison, and authorities 

for supporting evidence. 

Although the format has changed, the specials do contain certain 

elements from both of the jeremiad organizational patterns. Robison 

frequently uses Biblical texts from Jeremiah and Isaiah. He does 

describe the sins which are causing a crisis. He does argue that the 

evil in today's America is evidence that judgment is already beginning. 

He always calls for repentance. A few times, he directly portrays 

what an individual or the nation would be like if repentance occurs; 

however, the return of America to the divine mission is usually 

implied. 

In each of his specials, Robison demonstrates that a social, mili

tary, economic or political threat exists in the United States. 

However, the causes of the threat are not always conspiracy, ignorance 

or unwitting compliance. In Attack on the Family, the causes of the 

crumbling of America's families fall into these threat catagories. In 

Wake Up America, the indirect causes of the problems remain, but the 

major cause is sin. Similarly, in the other specials these causes are 
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minor with the major cause linked to sin. One of the solutions offered 

in Attack on the Family and Wake Up America is education, learning 

about the enemies of the family and the nation. Perhaps because of 

television, the specials of James Robison do not follow the specific 

organizational patterns of earlier jeremiads, but they do contain many 

of the same elements. They are more like Puritan Jeremiads than the 

radical right jeremiads. 

Scolding Prophet 

The first jeremiads in America were usually delivered by a minis

ter, who spoke as a scolding prophet, using scriptures from the Old 

Testament prophets and demonstrating their fulfillment in that day. 

They would scold the people for their sin, use current evils to demon

strate the seriousness of their failings and call for repentance. 

James Robison qualifies as a scolding prophet because of his occu

pation, his delivery style and his message content. He is an evange

list, a voice crying in the wilderness, who although associated with 

political influence groups, is not a paid political leader. His 

delivery has been described by others as preachy, dramatic, emotional 

and bombastic. He describes his style as "authoritative, forceful" 

125 
and speaking with "abandon to the message," His message content in 

his five major themes support the scolding prophet image. When 

speaking of sin, he reprimands Americans for both personal and national 

sins. On the theme of repentance/judgment, he predicts one will bring 

prosperity, the other destruction. He rebukes the nation for allowing 
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present conditions to develop and becoming dependent upon the 

government to solve the problems. Scolding Americans for not being 

aware and involved in solving our national problems, he forcefully 

takes a stand in his famous reactionay quotation. 

I am a reactionary! I react! I react to the burning of the 
American flag, I react to the assasination attempts on the 
constitution of the United States, I react to the bureau
cratic over regulations in this country, to the violation 
of the rights of the American people, to the tax-paid 
lobbyist, to the invasion of my privacy and the privacy of 
any other American. I react to wars supported for finan
cial gain, to irresponsible voting in Congress, to the 
blatant compromise with communism, to prayer removed from 
our schools. Brother, I'm ready to do something about it. 
Amen and amen.126 

He prophecies that either the Federal Government or Communism will 

consume America. He also chides Christians for being deceived by 

Satan. Many of his rebukes are based on scripture in each of the 

themes. 

Conclusion 

Five major themes dominate Robison's television specials: sin, 

repentance/judgment, nation/government, family/church and Satan/commu

nism. Each theme was examined to determine his definition of the 

theme, his position on the theme, his solution to the problem and his 

predicted results without the recommended solution. Sin is preached 

as the cause of the current problems in the areas of nation/government 

and family/church. The Satan/communism theme is developed as a sign of 

impending judgment. Repentance of sin is the only hope for avoiding 

judgment, overcoming the threat of Satan/communism, solving the 

family/church and national problems. 
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Recognizing that Robison's intent is to warn the people of America 

that if they don't repent, they will be destroyed, it is concluded that 

the rhetoric of his five major themes fulfill that intent. When the 

themes of Robison's specials are juxtaposed against the nine character

istics of the American Jeremiad, his rhetoric is found to contain each 

characteristic in at least one of his major themes. The characteris

tics of a chosen people, reliance on crisis, repetition of the themes 

of sin and repentance, ideal standards set from scripture, laments and 

condemnations of existing conditions, a solution of repentance, and 

delivery by a scolding prophet are very evident in his rhetoric. The 

offer of hope and restoration and the specific organizational pattern 

were only indirectly eivdent. 
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CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY, DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The purpose of this study was to analyze the rhetoric of evangelist 

James Robison, Specifically, his television specials were analyzed 

thematically for evidence of the nine characteristics basic to the 

American Jeremiad. After juxtaposing each of his major themes against 

jeremiad traits, a major conclusion emerges: James Robison's messages 

are typically jeremiad. 

Summary 

A change in both religion and politics appears to be taking place 

in the eighties. Examination of this change led to a review of reli

gious broadcasting and determined that televangelists are influencing 

American political life. One of the means of influence is the polit

ical sermon or jeremiad. The historical background of the jeremiad was 

studied including the European Jeremiad, the Puritan Jeremiad, the 

American Jeremiad and contemporary jeremiads. Nine characteristics 

were found to be typical of jeremiad rhetoric: (1) Assumption that 

Americans are God's chosen people with a divine covenant mission; 

(2) A reliance on crisis to create urgency; (3) A repetition of the 

themes of sin, repentance and reform; (4) The establishment of ideal 

standards based on scriptures or the mythical American past; (5) The 

laments and condemnations of existing conditions; (6) Solutions to the 

existing problems are repentance and/or a return to past American 

values followed by immediate action; (7) An offer of hope and 
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restoration presented in a prophetic vision; (8) A specific 

organizational pattern; and (9) Delivery by a scolding prophet. 

Before the Puritans landed in the New World, jeremiads were influ

encing them. In Puritan settlements, the jeremiad became a part of 

several public gatherings, establishing a tie between religion and 

politics. During the Great Awakening, the jeremiad concepts of a 

chosen people with a divine mission, the Golden-Age of the founding 

fathers, and the jeremiad tradition were spread throughout the colonies, 

establishing the basis for nationalism. Congress reflected this tie 

between religion and politics by recommending several fast days during 

the Revolution. The jeremiad served as a means of influence in the 

elections and War of 1812. Both sides used jeremiads to gain support 

in the Civil War. World War I, again, saw the jeremiad influencing 

American history. 

Since then, the jeremiad tradition has been noted in the "Red 

Scare" of the radical right and in several political addresses. 

Several historians have noted the positive influences of the jeremiad 

throughout American history. Considering its past influence as a 

prerequisite, it is probable that the jeremiads of James Robison and 

other televangelists will influence the history of this time. Perhaps, 

the outcome of the 1976 and 1980 elections are indicators of this 

influence. Jeremiads seem to be most effective when its auditors feel 

they are in a crisis situation. Perhaps, America is entering an "age 

of scarcity and economic contradiction"; and, such an upheavel causes 

2 
people to seek solutions to individual and national problems. A type 
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of cleansing and hope is offered by the jeremiad to overcome such 

problems, and thus, exerts some influence. 

One of the most prominent jeremiad televangelist is James Robison. 

The television specials of Robison, as typical of his rhetoric, were 

examined and five major themes dominate: sin, repentance/judgment, 

nation/government, family/church and Satan/communism. Each of these 

themes were juxtaposed against the nine jeremiad characteristics. 

Table I illustrates this evaluation. On the theme of sin, much evidence 

of jeremiad traits was present indicating that his sin theme is jeremiad 

in content. On the theme of repentance/judgment, six characteristics 

revealed much evidence of jeremiad content. The trait of relying on 

crisis doesn't apply to the repentance theme. Repentance is the solu

tion offered for each crisis; thus, no evidence was recorded in this 

area. Much evidence was found for seven of the jeremiad character

istics on the theme of nation/government. This theme is the key to 

jeremiad genre. His treatment of this theme reveals best his jeremiad 

rhetoric. On the family/church theme much evidence was found in six 

areas. The theme showing the least evidence of jeremiad character

istics was Satan/communism. On this theme evidence was nonexistent in 

only one area. Five jeremiad characteristics were strongly revealed in 

all of the themes. The specific organizational pattern probably was 

not followed in the themes because of the use of television as the 

medium. 
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TABLE I 

CHARACTERISTIC-THEfffi EVALUATION 

Characteristic 

Chosen People 

Reliance on crisis 

Sin, repentance. 
reform themes 

Scriptural and 
Past Standards 

Laments and 
condemnations 

Solutions and action 

Hope and restoration 

Organizational 
pattern 

Scolding prophet 

Sin 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Rep./ 
judg. 

4 

1 

4 

4 

' 

4 

4 

3 

' 

1 

4 

Nat./ 
govt. 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

1 

4 

Fara./ 
church 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

1 

4 

Satan/ 
comm. 

3 

4 

2 

3 

4 

2 

2 

1 

4 

4=Much evidence 3=Some evidence 2=Little evidence l=No evidence 
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Discussion 

This study should prove valuable for several reasons; (1) It 

examines televangelists; (2) It examines the influences and themes of 

jeremiads throughout American history; and (3) It examines a contem

porary jeremiad. This study found that televangelists have the poten

tial to be a strong force in American politics in the future. It also 

found that jeremiads have played a significant role in crisis situa

tions in American history. It also establishes James Robison as a 

contemporary jeremiad spokesman; and thus, it suggests the contempo

raneity of the genre. 

One observation is that television has provided the contemporary 

jeremiad a broader base of influence than had been possible in the 

past. Robison recognizes the potential of television. He feels that 

the best means to get this jeremiad "truth" to the general public in 

3 
America is through prime-time television because "it communicates." 

He realizes he is competing with secular television and tries to struc

ture messages which will hold the prime-time audience, get his message 

across and be "convincing" in portraying the urgency of the crisis. 

The television industry awarded Robison's Wake Up America for excel

lence in religious programming. No doubt, television has altered the 

specific organizational pattern of contemporary jeremiads. 

Another observation concerns Robison's image. Although his 

message content has not been altered, he has changed his delivery style. 

In a personal interview, he stated that he felt many of the sermon 

segments in End of Outrage and Child Abuse were "too strong, too hot". 
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meaning the segments were too intense in delivery. In his last two 

specials, the intensity of a "scolding prophet" is subdued. For 

example, in Attack on the Family, he sits in a home speaking to an 

informal group, speaks alone from a school room and a hospital room, 

and speaks directly to the camera in an informal setting. At the end 

of Wake Up America, he sits in an informal setting also, talking 

directly to the television audience. It appears that he is trying 

to calm his "scolding prophet" image. 

A last observation concerns the impact of the jeremiad on American 

culture as a whole. It seems that one of the unique characteristics of 

American nationalism is the jeremiad theme of a people chosen by God 

with a divine covenant mission. Preachers and political leaders alike 

have adherred to this belief that America is different, that America 

is special, that America is chosen to lead the world in becoming a 

paradise. This underlying belief has bonded God and country in a 

unique manner in the speeches and literature of America which reflects 

the thinking of the nation. It is not unlikely that jeremiads and 

jeremiad themes will continue to influence this nation. 

Conclusions 

Five major themes employed by James Robison in his television 

specials reflect jeremiad rhetoric, Robison's emphasis on the theme of 

sin, his verbal and pictorial examples of sin and his stand that sin is 

the cause of problems, both individual and national, is characteristic 

of jeremiad rhetoric. His repeated stress on repentance or judgment as 
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the only alternatives to solving problems are typical of jeremiad genre. 

Too, his vision of an "ideal America" and his concept of a "doomed Amer

ica" fit the jeremiad pattern. America's "awesome, destructive, 

consuming government" is one sign of impending doom. He ties the 

family/church theme to the theme of sin and the nation by prophesying 

that sin in the family and church, the foundations of America, signal 

the collapse of America. That collapse will come as America falls to 

Communism, external judgment, or succumbs to Satan evidenced by 

perverted lifestyles, internal judgment. Such messages of judgment are 

characteristically jeremiad. 

By examining several American Jeremiad characteristics, it was 

determined that Robison's messages reflect most of these traits. The 

foundation of his rhetoric is that Americans are a chosen people, 

chosen for a special divine mission, to become a temporal heaven. God 

expects righteousness from such a covenant people in return for His 

protection and blessings. The main thrust of his specials is "cata

clysmic crisis" and "impending doom" for both individuals and the 

nation. Sin and repentance are two of Robison's major themes and are 

prevalent in each television special. The Bible is the ultimate author

ity, "the bottom line" upon which he establishes scriptural standards 

for Americans. The solution to both individual and national problems 

is repentance for without it America is doomed and the individual faces 

an empty, meaningless existence. The action most sought by Robison is 

Christian involvement in political and social affairs in our country. 

The television specials offer a vision of hope through the use of 
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testimonies. The hope for solving our national crises, like personal 

crises, is found in repentance. The specific organizational patterns 

of past jeremiads are not found in Robison's specials but many of the 

organizational elements are. He delivers messages as would a prophet 

who is scolding his auditors for their failures. 

Of the nine identifiable characteristics of the American Jeremiad, 

Robison's rhetoric reflects seven: a chosen people with a divine 

mission, a reliance on crisis, the themes of sin and repentance, 

standards set from scripture, laments and condemnations of existing 

conditions, a solution of repentance and delivery by a scolding prophet 

His rhetoric contains references to hope but not the specific organ

izational structure of past jeremiads. In a personal interview and in 

an interview in the Texas Monthly, Robison compared his messages to 

those of Jeremiah and other Biblical prophets. This study concludes 

that his comparison is accurate. The major themes of James Robison, 

sin, repentance/judgment, nation/government, family/church and Satan/ 

communism, are typically described as jeremiad. 

Recoimnendat ions 

This study was limited to an examination of Robison's prime-time 

television specials. A more comprehensive study would have included 

the rhetoric of his weekly television shows, books, magazine articles, 

crusade messages and other public addresses. A brief preliminary exam

ination of these, however, indicated that the specials are typical of 

Robison's rhetoric found elsewhere. A study of his style, language. 
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organizational structure, persuasive techniques or audience adaptation 

should be profitable. Since Wake U£ America received a Religious Tele

vision Special award^ and Attack on the Family was recently awarded the 

Angel Award from Hollywood, a study of the style and appeals of his 

television specials should be beneficial. 

Several studies have been conducted on jeremiad traits found in 

literature and in early New England and Revolutionary speeches; however, 

few studies on jeremiads and their possible influence at other crisis 

periods in American history exist. Particularly useful would be 

studies of jeremiads during America's war periods or economic crisis, 

such as the Depression. Spoken messages have had an impact on the 

history of America, and thus, additional investigation of the jeremiad 

genre in oral communications should be profitable. 

Studies on jeremiad characteristics found in movement rhetoric, 

such as the radical right study, should prove valuable. No other 

studies were located which revealed an examination of jeremiad themes 

within one speaker's addresses; but, such studies are also recommended. 
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APPENDIX A 

PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH JAMES ROBISON 12 MAY 1981 

Jan McCathern; In the April issue of Texas Monthly you compared your

self to Jonah and Jeremiah, would you elaborate on that comparison? 

James Robison: I feel that the Jeremiah passage that talks about pull

ing down, tearing down, building and planting is important. (See, I 

have set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and 

to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant. 

Jeremiah 1:10) The building will never be more sound than the founda

tion upon which it stands. I think the society will never be more pro

ductive than the preparation that goes into preparing the ground for 

growing the crops. I think we are reaping in our country the failure 

to plant as much as from planting improperly. For instance, I have been 

with many major business leaders, I just returned last night from Aug

usta National Golf Club. Gerald Ford was there. Some of the strongest 

business men in the country go there, that's a very exclusive place. 

One of the things that I thought was interesting, as I observed people 

of that caliber who have been very successful is that they have failed 

in some ways and that will end up hurting them. The successful busi

nesses and business men have established the educational institutions 

that now undermine the ethic or the principle of the opportunity that 

allowed them to gain what they have. They are undermining themselves; 

they are funding the enemy of their own success and that's tragic, but 
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what should they do? They should be funding programs that help people 

with their needs or spiritually help people to build families or build 

moral bases. They need to be careful where they put their money; some 

of those places need to be torn down. 

MacArthur came back from the war and said to send missionaries to 

the other countries, but we didn't. We built our own self-centered 

lifestyle. I am convinced that capitalism and the free enterprise sy

stem is a Biblical system that needs to be built upon. Let me give you 

an example, "Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house or his possess

ions." That is a clear teaching of the right of ownership to the point 

that God says don't covet what another man owns. Now there is nothing 

wrong with owning property, in fact there would be something wrong with 

not being able to own property. 

My children are real free enterprisers. They're working now. My 

boy is working to buy a bicycle. The school had a candy contest to see 

who could sell the most candy, and he won $25 for selling the most. He 

wants to put that $25 on the bicycle and do other odd jobs to pay for it 

I could give him the money, but that would hurt the kid. Besides now 

he's producing and doing something which builds character. He's real

izing if he gives of himself and puts something into it, he'll get some

thing in return. That's a Christian principle, "Give and it shall be 

given unto you," The business man can give his business expertise, his 

administrative skills and the product of his earnings to the people who 

have need. If he doesn't do this, them he's going to be short-changed 

somewhere down the road. We are not sowing the proper seeds in this 

country. We are not sowing the seeds of love and compassion. So the 
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real enemy of capitalism is greed, self-centeredness, disdain for the 

needs of others and lack of concern for others. These things need to be 

rooted out. 

McCathern: Then am I correct in assuming that you feel that your mes

sages parallel those of Jeremiah? 

Robison: Oh, yes, definitely, I am an evangelist called to warn the 

people of America that if they don't repent and turn to God, we will be 

destroyed. 

McCathern: You've already touched on this, but what do you feel is the 

main thrust of your ministry? 

Robison: Introducing people to Jesus Christ in a personal way, not re

ligion. Religion is the most popular substitute for a personal relation

ship with God. Most people have just enough religion to keep them away 

from God. But to know God personally and intimately, Jesus says, "the 

only way to God is through me." That doesn't mean because I believe that, 

that I'm going to be unkind to those who may not believe in Jesus, wheth

er their Jewish or whatever they might be. I will protect their right to 

believe as they wish. But Jesus still said, "I'm the way to God." I be

lieve that, so I preach that, I want to lead people to Jesus, preach the 

message of repentance and the redemptive work of Christ, and emphasize 

the imperative of revival now on the part of the church. The church is 

a very weak force today. It needs to be revived. It's a house divided 
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against itself and it's not standing strong. You can't get churches to 

even agree on Jesus or the Bible. Of course, I think the Bible is the 

bottom line. It is the main foundation for what we believe. You have 

to believe the Bible is the Word of God. 

McCathern; Along that line, tell me how you feel about preaching poli

tics from the pulpit. 

Robison: I don't think preaching politics is the issue at all. I think 

preaching principles that have now become political is the issue. Who

ever thought that we would actually have political legislation to decide 

whether or not it's an acceptable liefstyle for men to make love physi

cally to men. Why, there's not a biology teacher in the world that 

would not tell you that there isn't something physically abnormal about 

that. I mean the study of human anatomy will tell you that men were not 

created to have sex with men. So biologically men were not designed that 

way nor women with women. Yet we are voting today on whether or not this 

is to be accepted and gain minority status. 

I can't imagine that we are voting on whether it is right to take 

the life of an unborn child in the womb of the mother. But that's an 

issue today. Now to me that is a moral issue, God through Jeremiah 

wrote "before you were formed in the womb, I knew you. While you were 

yet in the womb, I sanctified you." The Psalmist talks about numbering 

all the parts of you before you were born. I think life begins at con

ception. A human being is different from any other creature in creation, 

I believe these are moral issues and yet they are in the political arena. 
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So if I mention abortion now - that's a political issue and I'm 

preaching politics. Talk about saving innocent life - that's politics. 

Pornography - now that's a political issue. Prostitution is a political 

issue. Gambling is a political issue. Drugs is a political issue. 

There's talk of legalizing marijuana. In other words, are there any mor

al issues anymore or are they all political issues now. This means if 

you can't preach politics now, you don't have anything to preach. I'm 

preaching principles. I've never preached politics as my main emphasis. 

I preached principles to Mr. Reagan the first time I met him and until 

the last time I see him, I'll be preaching principles. "Stand by your 

word. Stand on these sound principles that made us great." I really 

pray he will. 

McCathern: How do you feel about raising funds from the pulpit? 

Robison: I do not believe it's wrong to raise money. I think that I 

have realized that it's easy to get caught in the trap where in order to 

keep things going you feel forced to keep raising money all the time to 

the point that you become a fundraiser rather than a preacher. Instead 

of helping people, you're just trying to get the money to keep your pro

grams going. I think that when you reach that point, you'd be better 

off to be off the air. So I have stopped taking valuable time on tele

vision to raise money, and I've ceased spending a great amount of my own 

time raising funds. I've just totally stopped. You will hear very little 

reference to support on television. Occasionally, I make a program that 

will say, "Now listen, we've got to have your help. You need to under-
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stand the importance of your help," But that will not be half the time 

every week on television. Frankly, I think we had reached the point 

that far too much of my television time was spent asking for support. 

It is probably also true of others, but I can't be their judge. 

But for James Robison, I'm called to preach, really preach, not 

spend time selling, begging or pleading for their support, but just let 

the people know that we depend on them. If I'll do just what God wants 

me to do and make the people aware that we have no other means of sup

port other than them, I think that's sufficient. I think God will pro

vide. I think if he doesn't provide, then perhaps I'm in the wrong 

place. Maybe I don't need to be on television. I think now God wants 

me on television to preach a message. I don't think he wants me on tele

vision to raise funds. I don't think he wants me going around preaching 

just to raise funds. But again, I do not believe people should feel of

fended if somebody says, "Look, I need your help." 

McCathern: Do you think it helps to have a national name in bringing 

people to Christ? 

Robison: I think is only helps to get people to listen while you pre

sent Christ to them. A well-known person perhaps can gain the attention 

of some people who might not listen to someone else. That's the only 

benefit. Other than that, it could be damaging to be well-known. It 

could be a hinderance, 

McCathern: Realizing that you do have a national name, can you tell me 
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why you think you are perceived by the general public as trustworthy? 

Robison: Well, I think that I have lived in a way that has given people 

confidence in me, I think our association has financial accountability. 

Everything's above board. We've never hidden anything. We tell people 

what our budget is, what our income is, and what we are doing. I've been 

before the public. I've never been a private person although I've wanted 

to be at times, I've always been out among the people, I'm touching the 

people—in contact with them, I'm there where they can hear me. They 

know what I'm doing, I appear before millions of people in person. Our 

staff people are open and honest. 

I try to answer the questions I'm asked. I don't dodge them. I 

shoot straight. Two things people never ask when they leave me: Where 

does he stand? and What did he say? They don't have to ask that. I 

don't think you should have to ask. I don't think we should be ashamed 

of where we stand. If we are, then we ought to change. I don't think we 

should hide things. So I try to be honest and I think people know. They 

don't have to wonder about what I stand for and what I'm going to do. 

Now sometimes there may be confusion about the direction I'm going simply 

because if an issue arises at a particular time, I may move to deal with 

it if I feel the Bible deals with it. Times change. God doesn't change. 

Times change and the emphasis may change. For example abortion wasn't an 

issue ten years ago. 

McCathern: What do you feel sets you apart from some of the other nation

ally recognized evangelist such as Jerry Falwell or Oral Roberts? 
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Robison: Jerry and I would agree about the need for Christian people to 

become involved in the decision-making process. We'd both be willing to 

speak candidly about it. Jerry and I doctorinally would agree pretty 

well across the board. Now Oral Roberts and I might disagree on some 

theological ideas. I don't know that because I don't know him that well. 

My emphasis is different from both of them and others in the sense that 

I'm an evangelist preaching evangelistic messages and winning people to 

Christ. I work directly with local churches rather than having my own 

center or school. I don't have a church so I work with the pastors di

rectly as an outreach of the local churches. 

Now Oral and Jerry want to help churches too. But this is the only 

way I work, in cooperation with Bible-believing pastors and groups that 

want to reach their city or community for Christ. So in this sense there 

is a difference, Jerry's a pastor with his own church; Oral Roberts is 

building a university and a hospital because that is what he believes 

he's suppose to do, I'm an evangelist. Now I don't know what I'll be 

doing when I'm in my 60's like Oral. Whose to say at 37 what they'll 

be doing at 60? I hope I can sit down sometime and prop my feet up. 

McCathern: Take it easy? Then you feel since you are an evangelist 

that the major difference is in ministry emphasis and the way you work? 

Robison: That's it. I also think I speak out forcefully in the areas 

where people are asking questions and I feel there's a scriptural answer, 

I think there's a scriptural answer for the matter of defense. I think 

it's wrong not to have a strong defense. It's as wrong as allowing a 
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rapist to run free in your neighborhood. How do you stop him? Strength 

or force. How are you going to curb terrorism and aggression throughout 

the world unless you work from a position of strength. Now if the one 

having the strength is unjust, then the strength is dangerous. But if 

we remain just, our strength gives security to everyone who wants just

ice. I think we need strength. 

McCathern: Can you think of some ways that the audience you are trying 

to reach would be different from the audience they are trying to reach? 

Robison; I think we are all basically trying to reach people. So I 

don't know that our audiences are different. Our followings, the people 

that follow each ministry, might be different. But I would think that 

Jerry's friends are my friends and my friends are Jerry's, The only dif

ference in the Oral Roberts situation might be the heavy emphasis he 

places on healing, I think Jerry and I both believe in healing and the 

divine healer, but we haven't had a particular emphasis on healing. I'm 

not saying that's wrong, but I'd say there was a difference in that res

pect in the audiences we attract, Billy Graham never puts emphasis on 

healing, but I know Billy believes God heals people, 

McCathern: You've already stated that you are in public a great deal 

speaking. When you are speaking either to a live audience or a televi

sion audience, do you make a conscious effort to create "common ground" 

with them? Like establishing beliefs that you might have in common with 

your audience. Do you speak about things that you know are everyday ex-
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periences with them so they will recognize you as "one of them"? 

Robison; I think so. I try to let them know that I've been through 

some of the things they've been through, and I have been. I've been 

through a lot of people's problems because of my background. I think 

that prepared me to understand their hurt and to make me sensitive to the 

needs of people who really do feel that no one understands. I think they 

think I understand. I really believe that because people come to me. 

Last night I was at my church with 300 men at a sportsman's banquet. 

Men would come up to me and say, "I've gotten a divorce." or "I'm having 

trouble at home." or "I'm having business problems." or "I'm having pro

blems with my kids." They all seemed to believe I would understand and 

care, and I do. I can't answer all their questions but some how they 

feel that this guy cares about what's happening to me and he must know 

the answer, I think people that know me especially those who know me 

well feel that way. 

Now there are people who won't like me because of the stand I have 

taken or because of what I've said. I come down on things that are 

wrong and if a person just doesn't really want to get right in that area, 

they have a tendency to not like what I say. If I cut, if the messenger 

cuts, it hurts people; but if the message cuts, it heals people. I want 

the message to do the cutting; therefore, it's imperative that James Rob

ison spend more time, more time than ever, in the Word of God. If I have 

a real weakness that I confess to God and want to overcome immediately, 

it's that I've allowed the demands on my time, the pleas for my time, the 

opportunities that are there, to keep me from adequate time in the Word 
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of God, in Bible study absorbing the scriptures. I have failed in that 

area and seek every moment now in my life to correct it. 

McCathern; When you are considering sources to establish an idea or be

lief that you have, what do you consider a valid support source? 

Robison: You can tell a lot about a source by the author, the basic 

character, philosophy or theology of that individual. What you read 

affects how you think and what you study. I have learned to read so I 

can pick up the type of person doing the writing pretty quickly. I know 

where a guy's coming from. First, I look at where he's coming from in 

light of scripture. Second, I look at the overall effect of his material 

on people; it's long range effect. The current liberal trend had become 

so strong in our country and it had an ultimate end that would have been 

very damaging overall, I fear. It had to be reversed and stopped. I 

think the American public still have enough sensitivity and sensibleness 

to rise up and say whoo! Let's put a hold on this. Now we could turn 

around and go to far the other way. We could go so far as to write off 

everybody that doesn't agree with us but I pray this doesn't happen. 

I spent four hours talking to Jim Wright after the election. I 

wanted to hear everything he had to say, but he didn't surprise me. He 

wasn't really anxious to hear what I had to say. He wanted to act like 

he was, but he really wasn't, I was really interested in hearing where 

he was coming from, I must say he's been very consistent in following 

the same old liberal trend. But he's an articulate guy. He's a nice 

guy, but I don't trust him. I want to trust him, but I listen to him and 
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watch his super nice gentle way of saying things when I know how uptight 

he can get. He hides that from people and I don't like that. People 

know I get upset. I don't hide it. There are some things that I be

lieve anger God, things that are wrong. Some things break my heart. I 

try to come out in the open and not sneak up on everybody, like some who 

have a tendency to be misleading about where they are ultimately going. 

My point is I want to listen to a lot of sources. I want to talk 

to the Edward Kennedys and the liberal element. I want to hear them. 

Listen if what I believe won't stand their challenge, if my convictions 

won't stand the test of their ideas and opinions, then I haven't got 

very sound convictions. If I'm wrong then let them be the first to 

show me where I'm wrong. 1 'Aiant to know if I'm wrong about something 

that I believe. I say let's learn. Man let's take on the challenge. 

Let's sit down and talk about it. Let's debate it. Let's discuss it. 

No need in hiding things, let's speak up. 

What I don't like is a misrepresentation of what's said. I think 

there's a lot of media misrepresentation. The conservative is present

ed to be worse than Hilter in many media sources. I think the liberal 

is like the guardian saint in many presentations. It's been that way 

and I think that's misrepresentation. When James Robison is presented 

by the media as a man that's mean, and angry and mad at everybody, 

that's a total misrepresentation of truth. I am not motivated by an

ger; I'm motivated by compassion, love. It takes a lot of love to tell 

people the truth especially when it can be costly. I don't lick my fin

ger to test the wind and see which way it's blowing and go that way. I 

stand here and if others want to come along fine. If I loose my whole 
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constituency to take a stand, I'll loose all my supporters next week. 

If I have to bow down before my supporters, if I have to bow before any 

power or force on this earth to worship other than God, then I'm not 

a spokesman, I'm a puppet. I'm being used. I don't think God wants 

that so I don't check the wind before I decide to sail a certain way. I 

set a course that I believe is based on scripture and go that route. 

McCathern: Your objective is obviously to persuade when you speak. 

What in your opinion is the most persuasive proof that you can use? 

Robison: The Bible. The Word of God is the bottom line. It doesn't 

matter what I say, it's what the Bible says. People that love us don't 

follow me, they follow the Word of God. If I get away from the Word of 

God, they'll leave me tomorrow. If I appeared on television Sunday and 

preached something other than the Word of God or cast one iota of doubt 

on it, the people that have been behind us would stop supporting me be

cause they believe the Bible. They don't follow me, I couldn't get my 

friends to drink poison punch, I couldn't get a one to do it. Now 

there might be some people give their lives for Christ's sake with me 

if the need arose, but they wouldn't commit suicide for me. I'd give my 

life in defense of women or in defense of children. The one time you 

might catch me appearing to be uncontrolled is if I ever caught someone 

hurting a woman or a child, I would throw myself against such people, 

I think I have some friends in my ministry that feel the same way. They 

would stand for what's right. But they don't follow me, they stand for 

a cause. I think that's one of the real tests to determine whether a 
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ministry is geniune—are they following the man or the message? Are 

they following a celebrity or are they following Jesus? 

McCathern: Other than the Bible what source would you choose to cite 

about a contemporary problem—a military source, a scientific source, 

a political source, a sociologist, a philosopher or an educator? 

Robison; Any one of those sources that was appropriate for the issue. 

On some issues I would use the source only if the person was doctrinal-

ly sound. I'm not going to cite a socialist on contemporary issues. 

I'll study people that believe in social needs and ills, but if they 

think socialism is the answer to today's problems, I'm not going to 

cite them. For example, I know that if a man comes to me saying that 

Christianity and communism can be compatible that he doesn't understand 

Christianity or communism. They are incompatible. They are as incom

patible as the devil and God, Some say I think Satan and communism are 

synonymous. No, I think one of them spawned the other, I think Satan 

spawned communism. It's his offspring and it's the enemy of freedom. 

It's the enemy of God. Marx was a known worshiper of Satan. He put 

together a system that killed 40 million of their own people and has 

conquered a fourth of the world through brutality. It has no God. I'm 

talking about the one true God. It has no reverence for the need of 

God. I see it as Satanic. I would not use a source with those convic

tions. I'll read what they say, but I'm not going to cite them, 

I was criticized for citing National Enquirer, All I did was 

quote a police chief. The police chief could have written what he said 
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on the wall. I didn't care where he said it. I was talking about a 

police chief in Los Angeles and a couple of other law enforcement offi

cers said. 

I got in trouble on television for saying that homosexuality I be

lieved was dangerous. I still believe it is. They are now testing con

nections in the Atlanta slayings to homosexual activity. They have al

ready proven that a large number of those kids had been selling them

selves in homosexual prostitution. That's been in the papers lately. 

That doesn't mean that every violent crime is caused by it, but I be

lieve that if you stoop to homosexuality, you could possibly stoop to 

anything. I think it is potentially dangerous and I said that. I cited 

a couple of law enforcement officers from Enquirer. I wasn't trying to 

use Enquirer as a text. I was talking about what the officer said. 

McCathern: Would you describe your delivery style? Others have de

scribed it as preachy, folksy, emotional, bombastic—how would you de

scribe it? 

Robison: I would describe it as authoritative, as someone who speaks 

with authority, I do have authority, the Word of God, There is no 

authority because of my position or prominence, I must preach the Word 

of God and have love in my heart or the Bible says I am as a sounding 

brass or a tinkling symbol and I don't have anything to say. So that 

is the authority. 

I speak forcefully, I think one of the things about my delivery 

that has made it, from a communications standpoint, apparently effective 
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is that I maintain eye-to-eye contact with the people. I look them 

straight in the eyes. I watch their response, I watch how the people 

respond to what I'm saying as much as I think about what I'm saying be-

cuase I'm trying to communicate with them. If they're not listening, 

then I've got a problem. I don't blame them for having the problem; 

I've got the problem. If I've got something worth saying and say it 

right, they'll listen to it, I think if I've got something to say, I'm 

responsible for seeing that they have an opportunity to hear it. 

I try to maintain poise when I speak, and yet abandon. I abandon 

to the message, to getting it across. I'm free in that sense to do 

whatever it takes. I don't feel restricted by trying to look a certain 

way or be perceived in a certain way. That's why you can catch me in 

such unflattering gestures. If I'm in the middle of the point, I may 

gesture here and you can catch it right at some point and stop the ges

tures. If I'm right at some point, I may gesture here and you can 

catch it right at some point and stop the gesture in a picture. That 

wasn't all I was trying to do; I was in motion. I mean I don't walk 

around like you caught me all the time. You look at the picture and 

say this guy is wild or uncontrolled, he really gets up and gets after 

it. I've never had any analysis of my speaking by anyone who watched 

the whole speech say that my gestures didn't appear very normal and 

natural, I am abandon to the message, but I try to stay away from ges

tures that take away from it, I have had my wife watch for every ges

ture to be sure they don't detract, I think there's something to the 

way you hold your hand, I think you can hold your hand in a very un

flattering way, I think you can do things that are distracting and I 
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try to stay away from those. I try to keep my facial features relaxed. 

Now when you make a strong statement or are forceful that can't happen 

but I try to. 

A camera can catch you anywhere. That's the thing that's so dam

aging sometimes about a picture. It caricatures a person and makes them 

look like something other than what they are. Like this from the Dallas 

Morning News. Now see that's how the media will present me, that really 

breaks people's hearts that know me. I think it's funny but it's also 

wrong. But that's their perception and I don't know what they think it 

will accomplish. The point is I speak to get across a message. I don't 

get up there and try to watch "how is this going to look in a picture? 

or "what can somebody do with this?" I'm trying to help those people in 

my audience. Therefore I'm abandon to doing just that and an enemy or 

somebody that wants to change my image can come in and cut me to ribbons. 

I give them plenty of opportunity because I move freely. 

McCathern: Let's talk about your sermons. How are they prepared? 

Robison: In my heart—a deep, deep burden, a matter of concern and then 

along that thought that can come from a scripture passage or a problem 

with scriptural answers comes personal illustrations, life experiences 

or current events, I read all the time—the news, U, S. News, encyclo

pedia on different things, books by different preachers and spokesmen of 

the past. I've tried to read the biographies of these guys, I'll read 

different things they said along a certain line. I read historical 

things, current books that are out. I'm reading Wealth and Poverty now 



115 

by Gilder, Free to Choose by Freedman, and The Adversary by Bubcel from 

Moody Publishers about Satan and his power. I'm just finishing Pursuit 

of God by Tozier for the second time, but I feel like it's the first 

time. I'm reading a book by Vance Havner on decision about decisions 

of several men of the Bible. Havner is really good. I'm reading all 

of these and as I read things come to mind. As I'm absorbing these I 

get something on my heart. Like right now I'm working on Matthew and 

dictated this. 

I have gone through tremendous pressure this last year. I have 

been falsely accused a lot. I've caught a lot of flack and been misre

presented. I'm getting punchy. I walk through a door ducking. It 

really hurts. I think to myself "I don't need this. I want to get out. 

I want to take my family and run off and hide." I really do. I really 

want to do that but I can't. I was reading Matthew 10 the other day 

where Jesus said, "I send you out as sheep among wolves." He said, "be

ware of men. You'll be delivered before councils. You are going to be 

scourged in the synagogues." He meant the religious leaders are going 

to reject what you say. He said, "You'll be delivered before the kings 

and governors for my sake to testify against the rulers." That's in

teresting to me. He goes on to say "you'll be referred to as the devil 

because I [jesus] was referred to as the devil and so you will be to. 

But what I reveal in darkness you will speak in light. Don't fear those 

who kill the body. My teachings will bring division at times even among 

families. But you must be willing to forsake all to follow me. If you 

have a strong word, you will be received as a prophet. If the people 

receive you, they'll receive a prophets reward and if they don't, they 
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won't." He talks about John the Baptist. Then he says, "that if they 

reject the truth, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than 

for those cities. In Capernaum they had more light than either of them. 

If Sodom had had that light, they'd still be here till today." So it's 

going to be bad for those who hear much and don't do anything about it. 

So I talk about no country has known what we've known. (flipping pages 

of notes) 

McCathern: You prepare all of that yourself? You don't have a ghost 

writer or anyone who helps you? All of you messages are totally your 

own? 

Robison; Every bit, every word. 

McCathern: Is that they way you usually prepare them in manuscript 

form? 

Robison; No, this isn't manuscript. It's just thoughts along the line 

of what I'm thinking about. For example, here—the humanist ideas 

stating that man is his own Saviour and the solution to all his problems 

is of Satanic origin. It is the same philosophy Satan pressed on Eve in 

the Garden of Eden which led to the fall of man. I'm following the idea 

here that "they which lead thee cause thee to err" from the Bible. I 

continue the idea here "they declare their sin as Sodom and hide it not. 

Children are their oppressors and women rule over them. Oh, my people 

they which lead thee cause thee to err," Here is perhaps the most 
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obvious problem—our leaders. Then I talk about spiritual and political 

leaders. I go on to Isaiah and talk about "the shedding of innocent 

blood." These notes, I just did.last week as I was studying the Word of 

God, are dealing with issues of today. 

I'm going to work on a message on the adversary. That's why I'm 

reading the book. I want to understand the powers of evil that are at 

work in the world today, Ephesians says we are in a spiritual warfare. 

I'm developing that. Some of the messages I develop take me a year to 

develop, and then some messages that I develop become three messages. 

Point one will become a message; point two will become a message; and 

point three will become a message. Then pretty soon point one, two and 

three become three different messages. I keep expanding the thought. 

McCathern: Is the basic type of research you do Biblical study and then 

locate other books that relate to topics you find there? 

Robison; Biblical study and then books that will relate. I'll read a 

book and maybe only one paragraph impresses my mind. Now in my books 

that I write, I put the thoughts together from my messages and themes I'm 

on and then Jim Cox who's the editor of my magazine works to get more re

search to sustantiate what I print. He really adds because he has time 

to work on it. See he can take this if I was going to write an article 

from this and strengthen it by finding a capsule illustration of the 

whole thought process. Then he'll bring it back to me for my approval 

and I'll read it, I'll say, "yeah, I like that," We work together like 

that. Other than that I don't have any help in writing. 
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I had a guy a couple of years ago, Jerry Autry, who prepared a lot 

of sermon outlines for me. Matter of fact he prepared so many hundreds, 

I didn't have time to read them all. Jerry, man, he was covering me up. 

He'd hear me preach and his mind would take off, and he'd start going 

through scripture, Man, he got more stuff together than I could read. 

So I could only scan it. But I never did use it. I felt it was too 

much. I wanted to stay with what I'm doing. 

My staff is always cutting clippings for me. They bring everything 

in the world for me to read. Sometimes they'll send me a book under

lined and I'll read it, I have a number of people who are constantly 

giving me articles and stuff. One of the guys on my staff is doing some 

research on the founding of the nation. He'll take an inaugural address 

from Lincoln and stick it in or some of George Washington's speeches and 

underline their references to God. He'll dig all this stuff up and then 

he'll pile it on me. They'll bring me a stack of stuff on humanism. 

When I debated Segin on the NBC news, I came in from Hawaii on Sun

day night. When I got here Monday, they had all this stuff piled up on 

my desk on evolution and creationism. I went through it until my brains 

felt like scrambled eggs. Then I made a phone call or two and sort of 

debated the process back and forth with a couple of people, and then I 

said, "Shoot, I'm ready to go, I've got enough to get him confused since 

they don't have a strong basis." They don't really know how to talk to 

somebody whose looked at the scientific contradictions on evolution. 

There are more scientific contradictions than there are facts to sub

stantiate it. A scientist that understands creationism can make an evo-
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lutionist look like he's a "monkey". He really can make him look silly. 

So I went over that stuff and I said, "I'm ready. Let's go." But I 

needed it all searched out for me. It was all thrown together and I had 

to read and absorb it. 

McCathern: How do you go about organizing? Do you have a certain meth

od you use for organizing sermons? 

Robison: For the introduction I want to hook them so to speak. I want 

to get their attention focused on what we are going to talk about. For 

instance, I preached a message the other night, I knew I wanted to take 

kids through all their problems, so I started, "Why were you made? 

Where'd you come from?" Well, they all know where they came from. "Why 

were you made? Were you an accident? Did you just happen?" Then I 

started talking about the foolishness of just saying we happened. Now, 

I've got their attention. I'm going to show them ultimately they were 

created for the glory of God, for fellowship with God, to be one with 

God. They were made for God and without God there is a God-shaped vac

uum in their life that only God can fill. World can't fill it. Plea

sure can't fill it. 

So we hook them and then we go through the process. It's kinda 

like a lawyer putting his case across the way I preach. I don't neces

sarily have A, B, and C points that I bring out but I have them, I'll 

have establishing the case, defending it and drawing the net. It's all 

there. When I go to the pulpit I don't go so much with an outline in 

mind as I do an outcome in my heart. That's what I've got—an outcome. 
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I feel like that's the way Jesus preached. I feel like that's the way 

the prophets preached. Jesus said take no thought. To me that doesn't 

mean you don't think or prepare. That means that you are so prepared 

that when you stand to preach it comes out. I am prepared to preach im

mediately, just stand me up and point me in the direction of the people 

and I'm ready to go. You can take me over here to Bell Helicopter, or 

to the garbage collectors, or to Atlanta National with the business lead

ers, or to Congress and stand me up and I know where we are going with 

that group of people. I am prepared to say something. It just flows 

out, it's conversational with me. I know where we are going. We are 

going to Jesus. We're going to commitment to Christ, to decision time 

where you will decide to say yes or no to the call of God and the claims 

of Christ. 

I told the Congressmen and Senators when I addressed the new mem

bers in Washington D. C. I said, "two years from now, it won't matter 

what James Robison thinks about you. It really won't matter what the 

voter thinks about you although that will be of primary importance to 

you. That's really not what matters. What matters is what does God 

think about what you've done here," I said, "those of you that will dare 

to consider that will significantly contribute to the future of this 

country. If you don't, you're more interested in yourself and your own 

future than you are in the future of this country and you're not really 

worthy to be sitting here in the first place," Now that's strong talk 

but that's talk they needed to hear. So what was I saying to them? I 

was saying commit to the truth, to the claims of Christ, to standing for 

character and courage and consistency, for what is right. Now there's 
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you an outline—courage, consistency, compassion. You know, that's the 

way I preach. 

McCathern: So you do make adjustments for the audience? 

Robison: Oh, man, absolutely. That's all I'm there for. I go in to 

talk to them. I talked to the American Doctors, Surgeons, and Physi

cians the other day. I never had done that before. I talked to the 

Women's Council of Realtors two days later. Totally different, you 

know. I had to talk to those physicians and come across so they could 

understand what I was talking about and then talk to the women in a 

totally different way. Totally different. 

McCathern: Do you prefer a live audience to a television audience? 

Robison; Ohhhhh. I'm probably more alive with a live audience but I'll 

tell you what, I'm getting where I sort of like to speak to that tele

vision camera and talk to those people too. I'm doing some really ser

ious praying about how I'm going to communicate with a television aud

ience. I don't know. I don't know whether the crusade format is best. 

I don't know whether a combination is best, I guess ideally what I'm 

striving for now, I think, is that we'd have a couple of weeks a month 

where you're out with me wherever I am on the go. Then you can see ex

actly what's happening. Then a couple of weeks out of the month, I'm 

going to look straight at that camera and talk to that guy sitting in 

his living room about his need, his situation. 
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I want to give more and more time in preparing for the television. 

You see when I first started on television, it was just something else 

to do. My crusades—that was it. But we have reached more people on 

one week of television, than I ever did in a year as far as impact. I 

know that's where the people are. Ninety some odd percent of the people 

that are a part of my ministry that pray for us, that help us, they've 

never seen me in person. They've still only seen me on television. 

McCathern: Let's talk about your television specials. How many spe

cials have you made? 

Robison: Well, we did four one year. Last year we ran Wake Up America 

twice. Of course, in some areas we ran some of the crusade replays. 

We want to do at least four a year plus make three to six different 

specials available to the local churches to sponsor in their areas them

selves on prime-time. That's our objective now. 

McCathern: Why do you have television specials? 

Robison: To reach people. Why does Budwieser advertise on television? 

It sells beer. It communicates. It gets out what they are trying to 

get out. It's the greatest means of communication in the world. Prime-

time is where the audience is that so desperately needs to hear the 

truth. More so than on the religious block. That group's unreached. 

That's going into the hgihways and hedges. That's taking the gospel 

and putting it on a lampstand instead of hiding it under a bushel. 
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That's taking the message out where the people need it. Television does 

that and prime-time is the best spot for reaching people. 

McCathern; When you run these television specials, do you see your aud

ience as the general average American or as church people in America? 

Robison: Oh, the general public. As a matter of fact, we don't gear 

the specials at all to the Christian, to the church. We gear them to 

the lost person. You know Wake Up America won the news award last year 

for the best religious television special. It reached the secular aud

ience. 

McCathern: Wake Up America, Child Abuse, Repentance and Marks of a. 

Christian—are those four your only specials to date? 

Robison: No, our first documentary was End of Outrage. Tom Snyder 

said it was the most powerful program he ever saw, 

McCathern: I'm sorry I haven't seen that one. 

Robison: You can get a copy in my office down the road. 

McCathern: Who determines the format that your specials take? 

Robison; Oh, all of us on my staff. Ted Dinert, Billy Graham's son-

in-law used to. Now it's Paul Coe primarily. He's my television di-
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rector. I get something on my heart and we get script writers and try 

to decide how to say what we want to get across our message. In other 

words, how to format it. We try to do it in a way so people will watch 

it. We're competing for the audience out there during prime-time. 

McCathern; So it's Paul Coe who actually structures and puts it togeth

er? Does the cuttings of you speaking and so forth? 

Robison: Yeah, he does that and I approve it. They've made some cut

tings and stuff in the past I didn't think were very good. I thought 

they made some poor choices. I thought in the first one for instance. 

End of Outrage, they made some very poor choices in preaching. It was 

all just gungho, strong. I thought it was too strong. I said, "It's 

too hot I It's too hot I You need to get some of the softer, calm, easy, 

subdued, gentle parts." Every preaching segment they chose to put in 

was gungho. I said, "Man, don't do this to me." They said, "that's 

what people come to hear you for." I said, "that's not the way I am. 

I don't want to be perceived that way," Yet that perception gets across 

McCathern: What do you feel is the tone of your television specials? 

Do you feel they are sympathic, scholarly, reporting, personal? What 

do you strive for the tone to be? 

Robison: I guess convincing. Awakening. You know to alert people to 

what's going on and document it and show people what's there. Make 

them stop and think. Let the Holy Spirit use them to convict people 
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and then God will change them. 

McCathern: What do you think is America's attitude toward child abuse 

the way you presented it? How do you think the general public viewed 

your special on child abuse? 

Robison: Horrible. I think some of them saw themselves as child abusers 

for the first time. We know that thousands of people did. The arrest

ing officer, FBI agent, who arrested the couple in Cleveland, Tennessee, 

for beating the little girl to death, giving her Tobasco sauce, which is 

one of the stories I told, he saw it and wept. He's not a Christian, He 

picked me up at the airport and his opening words were "You'll never know 

how many millions of children's lives were saved by that special." That's 

what a law enforcement officer whose not a Christian said. I said, "How 

do you get that." He said, "because for the first time they saw what 

they were. It was blunt, straightforward, shocking. It shocked the 

child abuser. Some people might have been turned off by it, thought it 

was too hard. But I'm telling you what effect it had on the child abus

er. It had a shocking effect on child abusers." 

McCathern; Is that what you intended? 

Robison: I wanted us to see it as a problem. Yes, I wanted the person 

that leaned that way to see how horrible it was. Something to be turned 

from and to turn their life over to God. I wanted parents to see. My 

point was even if you don't physically abuse your children, if you're not 



126 

spiritually right with God, you are spiritually abusing your children 

Now again in that special I thought they picked less than the best 

preaching segments, I really did. I felt like it was too harsh, too 

strong. 

McCathern; Surely you can't say that about Wake Up America. That was 

softer, wasn't it? 

Robison: I don't think Wake Up America was too strong. It was one I 

worked with them more on trying to tone it down so it wouldn't come 

across too harsh. The only problem we had there was the intense heat 

from the lighting which makes you perspire. We don't know what to do 

about that. Nobody has been able to figure it out. When you talk for 

an extended period of time, with quite a few people in a small area and 

try to keep it cool enough, we haven't figured it out. We're working on 

all those things. There are complications. There are problems that hurt 

the communication. 

Just like Billy Graham said, "That was such a great special. I loved 

it." I said, "well, criticize it." He said, "Well, really I can't see 

where anybody could critize that special unless they can do something 

about the perspiration, but I guess we all have that problem. Being in 

a home setting, I wish they could do something about those lights." That 

was all Billy said about it negatively and I agree, 

McCathern: Did you write your own script for Wake Up America or did you 

have script writers do it? 
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Robison: Yeah, I wrote it. 

McCathern: Did you use cue cards, a teleprompter or anything? 

Robison; No, I never use cue cards or anything. The only time I ever 

use a teleprompter is when I read a 60 second spot and we're trying to 

keep it to 60 seconds for the continuity. You can talk to the tele

vision directors at channel 8 on anything we do, I don't use prompters. 

I may some day just because I want to. There maybe speeches and things 

that are so strong that I'm picking phrases up from that and I don't 

want to miss a word and I may use a teleprompter. I can use it effec

tively. You can't tell I'm using it. But I do it all. Whatever I say 

I take credit for it. If it's bad, it's my fault. 

McCathern: What do you think was the attitude of Americans toward the 

issues you raised in Wake Up America? 

Robison: 100% positive. We had less than h of one percent negative 

calls. Out of the tens of thousands of people who called in, we could 

not even measure the small amount of negatives. Which told me some

thing that the media didn't foresee—that we were going to have a land

slide. In my private conversation, I said it would be a landslide turn 

and support of Mr, Reagan, I saw that at the National Affairs Briefing, 

the icing on the cake. But I couldn't come out and say that, then we'd 

have had a backlash or we'd have gotten too much confidence and some of 

the people might have stayed home. The point is I saw the feeling of 
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the country. The response to that special showed me. 

McCathern: What role should emotional appeal play in reaching an aud

ience? Do you seek to elicit emotion from an audience? 

Robison: Certainly should not apologize for being emotional. People 

like football because it's exciting. They like life because it's ex

citing. Nobody likes something dull. We should never apologize for 

emotion in Christianity, Excessive emotion, just emotion without wis

dom, knowledge or intellect is very foolish, I don't apologize. Love 

is an emotion. Everybody talks about how much we need love and we do. 

It's the most emotional force in the world. So I am emotional, Holly

wood's emotional. The world's emotional. Sporting events are emotion

al. If they are not, nobody goes. So I don't apologize for being emo

tional, but I don't try to use emotion in an improper way for an impro

per purpose. We will talk about emotional things to touch the hearts 

of the people, to break down barriers of resistance, so people will open 

their minds and think about what we're saying. I see nothing wrong with 

that. The Holy Spirit is the key factor and power in changing lives. 

The Holy Spirit will touch people's hearts and you'll say things under 

the influence of the Holy Spirit that will touch people's emotions. 

Jesus painted graphic illustrations. The prodigal son is a very, 

very emotional story. Graphically you can see him in the pig pen. 

Graphically you can see him in riotous living, and graphically you can 

see the father going out there and putting his arms around that boy. 

You can see it. Jesus talked that way. Jesus was a great illustrator. 
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I've heard some people criticize illustrations and yet the greatest illus

trator of all was Jesus. When he talked about the rich man in hell, you 

can see the flames and the torment that the man was in. You can see the 

rich man pleading to the beggar for water. Jesus painted strong word pic

tures . 

McCathern: Have you had any formal speech training? 

Robison: I did have a college level speech class at San Jacinto Junior Col

lege. The guy that was my teacher was the President of the Texas Speech 

Association that year. He was not a believer per se. He was a Unitarian 

or something. He was not of my persuasion at all. He helped me. I was in 

that class and I don't remember whether it was an elective or a requirement. 

I gave my first speech and he tore me apart and everything he said was 

really great. He was very precise in front of the whole class, I bordered 

on trying to prove that I was sincere. I used the phrase "I believe" too 

much. I sounded too much like a preacher and was not conversational enough. 

After he got through saying all of that, he said, "but your the best speak

er I ever heard," He said that when he got through criticizing me. What 

he did with all of his criticisms, I took them all down and I corrected 

everyone of them as quickly as I could. He came to hear me. He followed 

me around many places. He'd come up and say, "Boy, that's it. That's what 

you want there. That's better," He really helped me because I was on my 

way to developing a ministerial tone, I don't think we need a ministerial 

tone. You know some preachers try to talk about "God in your heart" (mim

icking the ministerial tone) and all of that stuff. It turns people off. 
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It really does, it turns people off. So he helped me be very conversational 

because I'm trying to reach the lost person, the business person—to commun

icate! That was not training, I had a class. He did analyze and criticize. 

I did make A's in the class. He was very complimentary. I think he grew 

to like me a lot. According to his own words he grew to like me. That's 

the extent of it. 

McCathern; Have you ever had any particular speakers that you admired for 

their speaking ability? 

Robison; Yes, I think we'd all have to respect Ronald Reagan's speaking 

ability. He is just super. There are a number of preachers that I think 

are super speakers. Some can not cover all the bases, speak in just any 

given situation, but they are good in some areas. Dr. Criswell is unique 

in his own manner as an orator. Adrain Rogers, Jerry Falwell. Oral Roberts 

are interesting communicators. Rex Humbard is sort of homespun but he's 

interesting. Billy Graham is a great orator. Let's face it, he's a great 

orator. 

McCathern: Have you ever modeled yourself after any speaker? 

Robison; No, I have not, I have picked up some of Billy's, I guess every

body does. You hear Billy often. People are doing my stuff now, I get 

tickled at them, I can see my gestures just as distinct. It's really funny. 

But you know you don't even have to like people, if you're around them a lot 

you pick up stuff. But if you respect them and you like them or admire then. 
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it s much easier to pick up their ways, Man, Billy does a lot of things 

that are really right as far as communication aids. It would be hard not 

to pick up some things from Billy Graham. But I have never tried to pattern 

myself after anybody. I have tried to stay James Robison, and pray that 

James Robison would be more like Jesus. That's what I pray. I don't style 

after anybody. 

McCathern: You have authored New Growth, The Right Mate, Sex is Not Love, 

Attack on the Family, God's Blueprint for Homes that Last, In Search of a. 

Father, Rebirth of a_ Nation and Save America to Save the World. Is that all 

of your books? 

Robison: I think that sounds like the main ones. I've written some magazine 

articles for my magazine, some new Christian material and other pamphlets. 

But that sounds like the major books. 

McCathern: Would you state your belief on separation of church and state? 

Robison: I have something here, I'll read it to you. It is clear in the 

United States Constitution that the church is not to dominate the state and 

the state is not to dominate the church. The famous First Amendment de

clares that "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of reli

gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." I'm committed irrevocably 

to this constitutional principle. The American idea from the beginning was 

liberation from the "state church" tyranny of the old world, which so fre

quently persecuted those who, for reasons of faith and conscience, refused 
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to conform. 

Now political activism, which is along the same line. The false pro-

paganda that the separation of church and state means the separation of God 

and Christians from state has been partly responsible for the spiritual, mo

ral and governmental decline that has occurred in recent decades. In a 

Republic such as ours, every Christian represents a unit of political influ

ence. Failure to exercise that unit of influence on behalf of godly prin

ciples always paves the way for the rule of the godless, which is clearly 

contrary to God's will for any nation. There are many scriptures. Psalms 

125:3 and many others. The political process is the main mechanism for 

leadership selection—and biblical history demonstrates that the fortunes 

of a nation are directly related to the spiritual-moral quality of its lead-

erhip. 

I believe that in a democracy where we have not only the privilege of 

selecting leaders but the responsibility to chose them wisely, it demands 

active political participation on the part of every Christian in the pro

cess of policy-making, I believe that we should not split over whether we 

are Democrats or Independents or Republicans, but as Christians we should 

love one another and stand for whatever we believe in. In others words, if 

Billy Graham wants to stand up today and say, "I want to be a Deomcrat," I 

ought to be able to stand up and say, "Well, Billy I believe that I want to 

be a Republican. And I'll tell you, you Democrats are wrong about this and 

that," Billy would say, "No, you Republicans are wrong about that." But 

Billy and I still ought to love each other and our friends ought to love 

each other. They ought to say, "Who's right on that?" Now you'll say, 

"Well, you can't do that," But we only can't do it because our attitude is 
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wrong. I would appreciate anything Billy Graham tells me to stop and think 

about and the same way with others. Why can't we take a stand? Now I do 

not think that Billy's going to do that, and I'm not going to stand up and 

say I'm a Republican or a Democrat, I will not do that, but I don't see 

anything wrong with it if a man wanted to. In other words, I don't think 

I ought to criticize Jerry Falwell if he was to come out next year and say 

"I'm the chairman of the Republican party," Do you see what I'm saying? I 

don't need to criticize Jerry. That's Jerry's business. 

Why do Christians have to let the devil keep dividing us like that? 

So I believe that we ought to participate. But I don't believe that the 

church or the state ought to either one control one another, they shouldn't. 

McCathern: How do you see the role of the Moral Majority, The Roundtable, 

and the New Right in America today? 

Robison: Terribly misrepresented. There will be some attempts to misuse 

it. Greatly needed. What I'm doing, this is my role, I don't know what 

all the Moral Majority is going to do, I believe as long as Jerry Falwell 

has is hand on the throttle, Jerry's a good man, I think Jerry will try to 

do right. He's going to get credit for a lot of things he doesn't do. 

They'll be some real nuts out there that say they are part of the Moral 

Majority. They will probably blow up a beer joint and say the Moral Major

ity did it. You know, really that's going to all happen. Poor old Jerry's 

going to catch flack for that. He's got lots of character and guts to do 

what he's doing. I'm going to pray for him. 

The Roundtable purpose, and my role in particular, is educational. 
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All I want to do is get people educated. Man, I had guys come up to me 

last night and say, "Do you realize that we've never had the faintest notion 

as to what was going on in this country until you started saying find out. 

At first we didn't really care to find out. Now we've found out." Man, the 

people do need to find out what's going on. That's all I'm saying. I'm 

saying to the pastor, to the church people, "For heaven's sake, don't hide 

under the pew. Get out there and get involved." That's what I said last 

year; that's what I'm saying till I die. Let's get involved and that's it. 

McCathern: Thank you very much for your time and making this interivew an 

enjoyable experience for me. 



APPENDIX B 

END OF OUTRAGE: A JAMES ROBISON SPECIAL—1979 

James Robison: I would like you tonight to understand that God is angry 

with us, with sin. He loves sinners but he's angry with sin. He's not 

only angry with sin of the unbeliever, which he is, but he is angry at 

the sin of Christians in this country. And the same God that demanded 

his own nation Israel repent is demanding no less of America. We have to 

repent! The God that would not tolerate the gross perversion and immo

rality of Sodom and Gomorrah will not tolerate that same iniquity on the 

part of America. 

When you pick up the newspaper you read of one tragedy after another. 

I wept this afternoon as I read the article informing us a couple of days 

ago of the discovery of a man and his wife and their two year old boy in 

the desert. Where some convicts who had escaped shot and killed that 

family. They said brutally shooting them time and again with shot guns, 

with the little two year old boy standing between his mother's legs while 

they blew him to bits. They had already murdered. They had already 

killed. They had been sentenced to life, but the children of one of the 

criminals came in and released them. They went out to kill again and 

they'll kill again, and they'll kill again, 

America is crumbling, I declare to you that every manifestation 

that you see such as this is God allowing us to see the filthiness of the 

heart of America at this moment, and to see the deep spiritual need in our 

country for immediate repentance. We can wait no longer! My dear 

friends, when we turn our backs on God and we go our own way, the Bible 
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teaches us that God unleases His wrath against us. He unleases his 

wrath and we begin to eat the fruit of our own way and our own rebel

lion. And we are given over to depraved lifestyles and to ungodly liv

ing and ungodly activity and ungodly expression. 

What Charles Manson did as he trained those young people to murder 

innocent people, to hear the testimony of Tex Watson as he thrust the 

knife into people's intestines until his fist went into their intestines. 

He pulled his fist from their intestines and he said, "I lifted it with 

the bloody goo on my hands, and I loved it!" Charles Manson said on trial 

as he faced the critics and the judge and the jury, he said, "Look at me, 

I am you. I am you! Look at me, I am you! I am you. I am a manifes

tation of what burns in the heart of so many Americans." 

I want you to hear the Word of God to his own people, to those who 

turned their back on him from the prophet Isaiah in the first chapter of 

Isaiah, verse 4, chapter one, "A sinful nation, a people laden with in

iquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have 

forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto an

ger." Do you see that! The horrible crimes that occur daily in this 

country are the product of a nation that has forsaken a Holy God. We 

have a seed of evil doers—boys and girls who've never been loved, who 

have never learned how to love, boys and girls who know what it is to 

hate, to fight, to murder, to destroy. 

Remember when we had the New York blackout? All through the night 

the looters worked. Millions and millions of dollars taken from those 

stores. Hear me tonight! My children wouldn't have done that. I don't 

care if I'd lived in poverty. There are a lot of poor people in America 
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whose children would not walk into a store and grab belongings that are 

not theirs because they've been trained to be honest. They've been 

trained to do what's right! 

I'm convinced that the only reason America still stands is there is 

a remnant of Christians who are still praying for a spiritual awakening 

in this country. I believe if we ever cease to pray and cease to seek 

God, God will destroy this country, I believe I will live to see cities 

in America, cities in this nation literally, instantly destroyed. I be

lieve I'll see it soon. You can keep your eyes on some west coast cities 

and you watch. I'll guarantee you when a majority of a population begins 

to turn their back on God and to try to tell us a perverted lifestyle is 

a normal lifestyle and they have no time or tolerance for God, focus your 

attention and you watch because I promise you God will not continue to 

leave that city, that people without judgement. 

I am frankly convinced the judgement of God is already upon us. You 

don't need to wait for firey destructive judgement. God says, "My wrath 

is revealed in that I gave you up for such a lifestyle in the first place." 

Our television programs laugh at homosexuality, they laugh at ungodliness, 

they make a mockery of the Holy Word of God, God says, "when you change 

truth into a lie, I'll give you up to vile affections. 

You talk about homosexuals. Did you ever dream the day would come 

in American history when grown men would stand up and profess to be mak

ing physical love to each other on national television and flex their 

muscles and say, "don't tell me I'm a sissy. I'm a he-man, but I'm in 

love with that man right there and I'm married." 

Do you know what God says the end result of vile affections is? He 
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says, "You are going to become perverted in your lifestyle." Hear me! 

You are not simply going to smoke cigarettes and inject needles into 

your collapsing veins; you're not simply going to guzzle down alcohol, 

but you're going to be so depraved that your women are going to begin 

to make love to women and your men are going to make love to men, doing 

that which is unnatural. God tells us its a sign of the times. When 

you turn your back on my truth, your society is going to be given over 

to this corrupt lifestyle and God says that it's corrupt. 

I don't care what any psychiatrist or sociologist says. I don't 

care what anybody in America says. God Almighty says homosexuality is 

an eternal sin. It's wrong. It is as wrong as adultery. It is as 

wrong as any other form of sexual impurity. It is as wrong as alcohol

ism. It is as wrong as hatred, bitterness, jealousy or pride. It's a 

sin and you just can't call it anything else. Many of you in this sta

dium have been deceived. Perhaps you've been deceived by evangelists 

masquerading as "angels of light". Perhaps you've been deceived by wol

ves in sheep's clothing. Perhaps you've been deceived by suave sophis

ticated pastors who try to comfort you in an unrepentant, unrighteous 

condition. Notice that these popular religions demand total sacrifice. 

Why those who follow cult and sect leaders will abandon their own mate

rialistic lifestyle and sell out to follow an adulterous individual from 

another country. Giving all to his cause. Your head is sick. 

Your government is sick. God knows our government is sick. You 

say but if we get the right politicians, we'll make it. The bureaucracy 

will sink us. How are you going to stop them? Brother, they are so cor

rupt, and so filthy, so selfish and so greedy, they care nothing about 
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what happens to anybody else. There is only one thing friend that can 

save America and that's change every person one at a time by the power 

of Almighty God working in that corrupt heart, 

I want all of you praying people and all of you church people to 

please hear what God said. Please hear this. Please hear what God says 

to you. "I'm getting tired of the mockery of your worship. I'm getting 

sick and tired of your church services. I'm getting sick and tired of 

you going through the motions without your heart." Jesus said, "Well 

did Isaiah prophesy of you saying 'you honor me with your lips, you do 

service with your mouths, but your hearts are far from me." Ezekial the 

prophet said, "your heart seeks after its own covetousness." 

I remember one sin I said I'd never be guilty of—the sin of self-

righteousness. I said I have so many problems in my own life, I could 

never feel self-righteousness. But you know what happened to me a couple 

of years ago? I got self-righteous. I really didn't think that could 

happen, I have to fight the devil so much every day just to keep my head 

above water, I never thought I'd have a problem with self-righteousness. 

You know what happened to me? I began to look at a certain group of peo

ple and I didn't like them. Let me share what God did to me. He showed 

me but for Jesus there go I. But for Jesus that's me, God said, "Just 

who do you think you are, hotshot. Just what do you think is so special 

about you. You can't get to first base, brother," God forbid that I 

should glory save in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

How many have been turned from our churches because we don't care? 

We don't really love them, God help us to cleanse the blood from our own 

hands and to go with a God-given burden to reach the unsaved. God said 
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to us, "make clean, put away the evil of your doings from before my eyes. 

Cease to do evil, learn to do well, seek justice, relieve the oppressed, 

judge the fatherless, plead for the widow, bind up the broken." God 

said, "Come on and reach out," 

Sitting here before me tonight is a very pretty girl. She'll pro

bably blush while I talk. The other night I had to pray with her. You 

know what she said? "I just got a divorce. I've got a little baby. I 

drove all the way across town." I said, "Why?" She said, "I'm lonely, 

I'm lonely, I'm lonely." I felt her loneliness. How long has it been 

since somebody in your church stood up and said, "I've got a moral pro

blem. Would you bear the burden?" How long since a man stood up and 

said, "Pray for me, I've got a terrible temper," No, we don't talk 

about that in church cause we don't want anybody to know about that at 

church, because then everybody will know it. You see what we call the 

family doesn't function like a family. We don't function like a body. 

We are the only army in existence that is guilty of burying its own 

wounded. 

I present to you tonight the greatest man I've ever known. I pre

sent to you my Lord and my Saviour, Jesus Christ. Would you come to him 

tonight? For once in your life you do what God's telling you to do. 

Narrator: Throughout James Robison's 17 years of ministry thousands of 

people have listened to his call and heard the voice of God in their 

hearts. Thousands like these have responded by turning from their sins 

and taking the first steps toward new life. 

Repentance is where is starts, turning from our own way and going 
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God's way which is the best way possible for each of us. Then accepting 

God's love and forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ. For only 

Jesus as Saviour and Lord can change us and change our lives. Only 

Jesus can give strength and hope and courage. Only Jesus can give us 

the power to overcome the evils of our time and make a better world. 

James Robison: Those scenes which you witnessed, historical facts over 

30 years were not the imagination of some preacher or pulpiteer, some 

egotist, some eccentric, those actaully happened right here in America, 

The result of sin and indifference and greed. You see this sin has per

meated every part of our society—individual communities, neighborhoods, 

households,' to the White House. Every level of American life has been 

affected, to become greedy and self-centered. We see apparent wealth 

around us and everyone says I'm going to have mine. Nothing seems to 

shock us, nothing seems to disturb us. Is there any hope? 

I'm convinced that you and I have no right to stand back and crit

icize what's wrong with America if we are not actively involved in the 

only hope for America, What is that hope? It's repentance! America 

must turn. Even ancient Rome could have been saved, could have been 

spared, but only through repentance. It is the message of repentance 

that America desperated needs to hear. Repentance was the message that 

John the Baptist preached. He preached it in the wilderness. He 

preached it to the religious leaders and he preached it in Herod's court, 

Jesus Christ said, "There has not been a greater on earth nor in heaven 

than John the Baptist, Jesus, God's own son, preached the message of 

repentance. He came forth preaching repent for the kingdom of heaven is 
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at hand. 

When Peter preached at Pentecost the message was repentance. \^en 

Paul preached on Mars Hill, in Rome's palaces, on storm tossed seas, in 

the synagogues and from house to house, his message was repentance. It 

was the message of the prophets. It was the message of Amos, the mes

sage of Ezekial, the message of Daniel. It was the message of Elijah 

on Mt. Carmel as he told them "How long halt between two opinions? Make 

a choice." It was the message of Isaiah. It was the message of Jere

miah proclaimed with a broken heart, and it is the message that America 

must not only hear, but she must heed. America's not hearing the mes

sage of repentance. God has given me the opportunity and the vision, 

the privilege and the responsibility to preach this message of repent

ance to America, America must hear this message! America can and will 

hear the message at night on prime-time television. In order to reach 

this nation we as Christians must stand together as a called out remnant 

of God's people. We're going to have to be willing to make personal 

sacrifice for that which is worth saving, our homes, our families, our 

churches faithful to the truth. We must reach our country and we can 

reach them on prime-time television. Beginning during the summer of 

1979, with God's help, with the support of his people, with your help, 

we will take this message of repentance into every home in America. For 

many nights throughout the summer on prime-time television, we will ask 

for no money on the air. We will simply say, "This telecast came into 

your home because someone loved you, because someone cared." All of the 

telecast time, all of the outreach will be paid in advance by Christians 

who care enough to say, "God so loved that he gave," 
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REPENTANCE; A JAMES ROBISON SPECIAL—JUNE 1980 

(Scenes from the Dallas-Pittsburg Super Bowl) 

Tom Landry: In my profession there's no greater thrill than being in a 

Super Bowl game. And I guess there's no greater disappointment than to 

loose one. But I believe if your life is built on the right foundation, 

then every stepping stone is victory. You're going to watch one of the 

most important programs that you've ever watched. 

Farmer: All of my life for many, many years my life evolved around self, 

pleasing myself. I was as alcoholic. I lived for pleasures of the world, 

to seek fulfillment from all the things this world had to offer. I lived 

fast, played golf everyday, gambled, drank, stayed out late every night, 

some nights all night. My home was torn apart. My children were dis

appointed in their Daddy, I could see this. 

Wife: (sitting next to husband) And I decided I did not want to raise 

children in the kind of atmosphere we were living in. So we did decide 

the best thing to do would be to get a divorce. After we divorced, Gary 

did get into drugs and I found myself doing the same things I hated you 

for, still partying. 

Burn victim; I was hard to look at, I was ashamed to get out in public, 

I had scars all over my face and I had no hair. I had numbs for ears and 

my hands were crippled and scared and maimed and I had no reason to live 
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I thought. 

Peter Jenkins, author of Walk Across America; I had graduated from 

college in 1973 and like millions of young Americas, I was down on Amer

ica. Vietnam was still not over. President Nixon the first President 

in American history to be taken out of the White House. Young Americans 

were really upset. Many Americans were upset about what the country 

seemed to have become. I had just been accepted into graduate school 

and instead of going out and getting a job, I decided that I wanted to 

see what America was really like, 

James Robison: Is there hope for America? To some it may seem an ex-

ageration for a preacher to stand and say America is running out of time. 

But my friend we are! I can assure you that just as other nations have 

met with ultimate total destruction, America will also be destroyed. 

Unless, and this is the hope, unless America repents. 

Rome could have been spared but only if she had repented. Repen

tance is the word of hope for America. Repentance is essential for our 

existence. Repentance is essential for not only the salvation of our 

nation but it is essential for the salvation of any individual. As I 

consider the truth of repentance and the need for repentance, I've ask

ed God in prayer for many weeks and months to lead me to a knowledge and 

an understanding of repentance, America must repent or she'll perish. 

In Luke chapter 13 Jesus preached "except ye repent, you shall all 

likewise perish," He referred to two current events and to scores of 

people who had been put to death and who had perished suddenly and Jesus 
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said, "unless you repent you'll also perish," It's not simply speaking 

about physical destruction, he's talking about spiritual destruction. 

Jesus says repentance is essential. Repentance is the message of the 

hour. It was the message of the Old Testament. It was the message of 

the New Testamant, It was the message that Joseph preached to Potiphar's 

wife. It was the message that he preached to all Israel and to his own 

family with his life. 

Repent! Repent! It was the message that Moses delivered to Pha

raoh, Repentance was the message of Elijah to Ahab and Jezebel and it 

was the message of Elijah on Mt, Carmel as he told them "How long halt 

between two? Choose you this day whom you will serve." What he was 

saying was repent, Joshua said it, repent. It was the message of 

Ezekial and the message of Daniel. It was the message of Jeremiah with 

a broken heart. And it was the message of John the Baptist. Repent. 

He preached it to the religious leaders who came to receive his baptism 

and he told them, "Go back and bring forth fruit that proves you've 

repented," 

Jesus came forth preaching the message of repentance. God had one 

son. He sent him as a Saviour but he also sent him as a preacher to 

preach the message of repentance. Repentance is the message of this 

hour. It was the message of Peter at Pentecost. Repent. It was the 

message of Paul on Mars Hill. It was the message of Paul on storm 

tossed seas and in every synagogue and from house to house, he preached 

repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. And the 

message of this hour is repentance. It's not heard in America and it's 

not heeded in America. There are few people who repent. 



146 

What is repentance? First of all, I want you to know the defini

tion of repentance. If you're to know salvation, if our society is to 

be saved, if you're future is to be secured, repentance is required for 

the redemption of a society or a soul. Repentance is required for re

demption. Repentance is the result of redemption. Have you ever re

pented. Have you ever turned to God and received the redemptive work 

of God in your life that so transforms you and changes you? That re

pentance is the expression of God's work in your life. It's the result 

of God's work in your life. Have you ever repented? 

Peter Jenkins; Just a couple of months ago in Florence, Oregon, I fin

ished a walk across the entire United States. It covered 4,751 miles, 

went through 20 states and it took five and a quarter years. Now I know 

you're asking yourself, why would anybody walk across the United States? 

This is a huge country. The reason I did was because I had graduated 

from college in 1973 and like millions of young Americans I was down on 

America. So I decide to walk, I didn't plan on taking five years. I 

thought I could do it in eight months. I had my dog. Cooper, an Alaskan 

Malimute, by my side. So we started out and we not only were going to 

walk across America but we wanted to live with the people. 

We walked through the Appalachian Mountains and lived with a moun

tain man named Homer Davenport. We walked farther and lived with a 

black family for five months and worked in a saw mill in the Smokey 

Mountains of North Carolina, I lived on a commune in central Tennessee. 

I walked through the entire state of Alabama and lived with redneck 

ranchers. I got to meet Governor Wallace, I saw high school football 
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games with 40,000 people. Then I walked into Mobile, Alabama, which is 

in the southern tip of Alabama. I had been walking all this time in 

association with National Geographic magazine, I was doing an article 

about what I was finding in America. I always had my camera around my 

neck. I saw these billboards one afternoon advertising a revival. I 

had no idea what a revival was. I was from Connecticut and we don't 

have revivals in Connecticut that I know of, I said, "Wow, this would 

be fun to go to a revival and make some neat pictures, you know, of the 

preacher jumping up and down," I didn't know what to expect. I figured 

there'd be sawdust on the floor and a stripped tent and a few hundred 

people there. 

I walked in and there was 10,000 people in the auditorium. So I 

couldn't sit in the back because I only had a 200 millimeter lens on my 

Nikon camera. So I had to sit right down in front of the evangelist. The 

evangelist name was James Robison. He began to preach about sinners re

penting and about being born-again. This was in 1975. What he said 

really started getting to me and as he came to the end of his message, 

he called sinners to come forward. I realized that I was a sinner. Mr. 

Hit, Mr. Intellectual, Mr. Working-for-a-Magazine. I realized that I 

needed to come to Jesus and that's what I did and he's guided me. He 

guided me across the entire country. He guided me through the swamps of 

Louisana where we lived with alligator hunters, through Texas, through 

New Mexico, through the Rockies of Colorado where we lived with some 

gold miners, through the state of Utah, through Idaho and finally to 

Oregon. 

Not only did I find the great country that I was looking for but I 
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found Jesus and that was the most important thing I could have ever 

found. 

James Robison; \^at is repentance? Without it there's no redemption. 

What is it? Listen to the words of Paul in II Corinthians 7 beginning 

at verse 8. Listen closely, "I made you sorry with a letter and I don't 

repent, though I did repent. For I perceive that the same epistle has 

made you sorry. Now I rejoice not that you were made sorry, but that 

you sorrowed to repentance. For you were made sorry after a godly man

ner that you might receive damage by us in nothing. For Godly sorrow 

worketh repentance unto salvation, not to be repented of but the sorrow 

of the world worketh death," 

What is repentance? Paul said, "I'm grateful you have repented af

ter a godly fashion. You repented unto salvation. The sorrow of the 

world worketh death," What is repentance? "I'm glad you repented," 

Paul said, "I'm glad that you repented in a godly fashion. 

What is repentance? First of all, let me state very clearly what 

it is not. Repentance is not remorse. It is not simply being sorry for 

your sins. It is not simply saying I'm sorry. For you see the expres

sion of the average person who says I'm sorry is simply the consequences 

of their sins finally overtook them and their sorry that they got caught. 

That's the testimony of the average person who says I'm sorry. Now this 

is the sorrow of the world and Paul said the sorrow of the world worketh 

death. It's not enough for you to say I'm sorry. I'm sorry. I'm sorry. 

The prodigal son said I'm sorry. But he could have stood in the pig 

pen and cried aloud I'm sorry. I'm in trouble. I'm sorry I left home. 
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m I'm sorry I lost my wealth. I'm sorry that sin has ruined me. I'l 

sorry! I'm sorry! Until he died in the pig pen—sorry. It's not 

enough for you to say to God I'm sorry, I'm so sorry. Oh, I'm sorry. 

That is not repentance! For what are you sorry? You are in trouble. 

That's not repentance. Our attention as human beings is focused on self 

Self I'm in trouble. That's not repentance—that's remorse. 

Second, repentance is not regret. Regret is not repentance. Re

gret is not repentance. Saying I wish I hadn't done it, that's regret. 

Have you ever said I wish I could live my life over. You can't. You 

can't live it over. Regret is not repentance. You can spend your life 

saying I wish I could do it over, I wish I could live my life over. I 

wish I had another chance. I wish I could do it over. You can't live 

it over but you can get a new life. You can have a spiritual new birth, 

new beginning. But you can't live it over and you can say I'm sorry 

that that happened and I wish it hadn't. That's what Judas did. 

The scripture tells us concerning Judas that he was sorry. In the 

Word of God we find these words in Matthew 27:3-5: "Judas, who betrayed 

Jesus when he saw that he was condemned, he repented himself and he 

brought again the 30 pieces of silver to the chief priests and the 

elders and said I have sinned for in that I have betrayed innocent 

blood." I'm sorry. I wish I hadn't done it. That's not repentance. 

The Bible says he went out and hung himself. You can know that a man 

who lives in rebellion against God never repented. He killed himself. 

He was sorry he did it. He regretted that he did it but that is not 

repentance. 

Reform is not repentance. Some of you have said I'm going to start 
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over and live right. I'm going to live right. That's not repentance. 

You stop today and say, "Now, I'm going to live right. I'm going to do 

everything right. I'll go to church and I'll be good. I'll give money 

and I'll treat people right." Not repentance, that's reform not repen

tance. Reform is works and the Bible says for by grace are ye saved, 

see not of works least any man should boast. You're not going to be 

saved by your works but by grace. If you reform and say now I'm going 

to do all the right things that's not salvation. 

Last repentance is not religion. It is not religion. Now religion 

has become the chief substitution in our world for repentance. Religion 

is becoming increasingly popular. There are religions all over the 

world. Let me ask you this. If religion is the answer, if religion 

could change your life, if religion could meet the need in every heart, 

why the cross? Why Jesus? Why the Saviour? Religion is a curse. Re

ligion keeps people from God, Religion stands between people and God. 

You say that doesn't make sense, Satan is subtle and he's going to 

tell you what you need is religion. You need to meditate. You need to 

study the different religions of the world. All it will do is confuse 

you. If you want to get as confused as a termite in a yo-yo, you study 

religions. Religion is not the answer. It really isn't. It never has 

been. They had religion when Jesus came. As a matter of fact the 

greatest problem Jesus ever met was the problem of religion. 

Our churches are filled with people who have never repented. All 

over America they come but they've never repented. A black pastor said 

when ask the question, explain the visible and the invisible church doc

torine. "Sunday morning the visible church. Sunday night the invisible 
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church." Sunday morning our buildings are filled with empty people. 

They've never repented. They're here but they've never repented. 

Christians are always fighting among themselves. What's wrong? Many of 

them are not Christians. They've never repented. They've become reli

gious. I became religious. Nothing happened. I knew God wasn't in my 

life. I knew I was empty and so many people are exposed to religion. 

Three days before Elvis Presley died. God awakened me in the night. 

I wrote him a letter. He didn't get it. He died in the bathroom of his 

mansion reading a book on discovering the skeletal remains of Jesus. I'm 

sorry. Mr. Presley knows now you'll never find the skeletal remains of 

Jesus. He's alive! Elvis Presley had been exposed to religion all his 

life. All his life. Somehow I can't help but feel and God knows how 

I loved him, how I wanted the Lord Jesus to so fill his life and take 

that dynamic ability to communicate and use it for God's glory. I wanted 

that. Somehow I can't help but wonder if perhaps some of the people he 

met in his childhood, some of his relatives who had been exposed to re

ligion had never repented. Therefore Elvis was always confused and he 

was always searching, searching, searching, searching. He told a friend 

of mine, "I sit in the manison and I stare at these walls. I'm so 

bored." With Cadillacs in the garage and motorcycles, and luxury, I 

stare at the walls. I'm so bored. Life was empty but he'd been touched 

by religion and somehow he kept searching and searching, I wonder had he 

ever met anyone who'd repented. I don't believe he'd ever have forgotten 

it. If he could only have met someone in whose life Jesus was more than 

a religious idea, He was a living Saviour, a Lord of Lords, a King of 

Kings. 
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I was so repulsed by religion when I was a boy that I destested it. 

I had tried it and I knew it didn't work, I had been christened. I had 

been through the motions and I knew it didn't work. I had once taken the 

Bible in my hand and clinched it and I threw it out the window and I said, 

"It's not so! How could the Bible be so and my life so messed up? My 

family and my hopes?" I've met many people who are religious but have 

never repented. 

What is repentance? All through the Bible you find the command to 

repent. God preached it to his nation Israel. He warned them to repent. 

We have to repent. Talked to a young man the other night who told me all 

the sins in his life. My first impulse was to tell him what you need to 

do is quit this, quit this, and quit this. And so finally I said, "Well, 

you need to stop that." You know what he said? He said, "I can't. I'm 

hooked. I can't stop. How do you stop?" You know what I was doing un

known to me, I was giving that young man bad advise. I was saying you 

need to stop. You need to stop. You know what he really needed to do? 

He needed to turn. He needed to turn his eyes upon Jesus. 

Now folks, I'm going to give you the definition of repentance accord

ing to scripture. Repentance is turning to Jesus Christ, 

Gary Collard, husband of remarried couple: You know our home hasn't al

ways been the way it is now. Really my whole life revolved around drink

ing, I guess, from the time I was 14 until a few years ago. When we were 

first married, I was about 21. Sandy's life was very much in the same 

shape and we had a good time for a while partying. At least it seemed 

like a good time to the people around us. When we came home at night, 

it wasn't always that good, was it Sandy? 
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Sandy Collard, wife of remarried couple: No, I remember when we were first 

married what was most important to me was being in the social whirlwind-

What I cared about was partying and having a good time. Like Gary said, 

we'd come home at night and it wasn't fun anymore, I'm not going to say 

we had a fight everytime we were at a party but three fourths of them we 

did, I'd come home and I'd remember how you'd be. You'd always turn 

against me, disliked me and hated me. You'd tell me I was really a drag 

to you, I guess in a way I felt the same way about you. Not that you 

were a drag but I was just sick of being pushed around and sick of the way 

you were treating me. Do you remember? 

Gary Collard: I remember very well. I can remember the times that I stay

ed out and I did feel like, I guess, that you were standing between me 

and happiness or something that I was looking for. All the time that I 

was searching through all of that even into some drugs and marijuana and 

things trying to find some kind of meaning in life. We even searched for 

a time in religion. We started going to church on Sundays and thought 

maybe that would be the answer. We quit doing somethings and started go

ing to church. But it just continued to grow worse until finally we di

vorced. 

Sandy Collard: Yeah, this is what happened, I decided I didn't want to 

raise children in the kind of atmosphere we were living in. So we did de

cide the best thing to do would be to get a divorce. After we were di

vorced, Gary started getting into drugs and I found myself doing the same 

things I hated you for, still partying. But I remember when we remarried 
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the one stipulation was that we'd start going to church. We thought that 

was the answer. That church was it. We were happy for a while but it did 

not last. 

Gary Collard: For about two months before we slipped back into the same 

old thing. We went to a party and it all started over again. It went 

that way for about four years. Until one night we went to a crusade. We 

had been invited by someone else. At that crusade I realized that night 

that the great need I had in my life was not simply to turn away from 

these things. I had done that so many times before, trying to turn over 

new leafs. But that night I truly repented of the things in my life and 

turned to God, That night I met Jesus Christ personally. He became a 

very real person to me. He became my Saviour that night. Things changed 

very quickly around our home, 

Sandy Collard: Yeah, I couldn't understand what had happened because we 

had been in church, I thought I was a Christian, I remember you were so 

different. You started really loving us and you started caring about us. 

You wanted to quit doing things where as I was just playing a game. I was 

quitting habits I had but not because I wanted to. I still wanted to' do 

the things I was doing. Finally, I remember one day in church. I walked 

the aisle and Gary thought I was just rededicating my life. Do you remem

ber that? But that's when I accepted Jesus as my personal Saviour. 

James Robison; Focus your attention, your allegiance, your life upon Him, 

\^en you turn your eyes upon Jesus, you have turned your back on every-
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thing destructive and despicable and deceiving and deluting and depressing. 

You have turned you back on everything God despises when you turn your 

eyes on Jesus. Look to him. Trust him. Recognize the futility of your 

present state. The emptiness of your life, the state of your soul, that 

you have sinned and in your own strength, no you can't stop. You're a 

bondslave of Satan, of sin. You try to stop and some of you have. I 

tried. God knows when I was a boy, I tried to stop and some of you have 

tried to quit. I tried to stop. But you see I was a child of Satan's. 

Satan's power was in my life. I couldn't stop. I was a bondslave to 

Satan and I tried to start over. I tried to do it right but I couldn't be

cause why? I was lost and finally the Holy Spirit of God took the Holy 

Word of God and applied it to my heart and I realized that Jesus Christ 

died for me personally. He gave his life for me and I knew I was a sinner. 

I knew I needed to repent and that night I admitted I am a sinner and 

that's the truth. I can't stop. I'm in bondage, I'm defeated and Satan 

was destroying me. 

That night I turned my eyes upon Jesus and said, "Lord, you're the 

only one I can trust. You're the only hope I've got." When I turned to 

Him, I turned my back on everything that God said leave behind. I could 

not leave it behind, I turned to God and God placed within my heart the 

power that controls the universe, the sovereign power of God. God deliv

ered me. "Greater is He that is in me, than he that is in the world." 

God gave me the ability to overcome. Don't let anyone come and tell me, 

I'm a homosexual but I'm a Christian and I can't overcome. Don't let 

anyone come and tell me, I'm a drunkard but I'm a Christian and I can't 

overcome. Don't let any of you come to me who say you are Christians, 
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and I use that word rather loosely, and say I can't love that fellow that 

hurt me, I can't love that person in my church, I can't love a black 

man, I'm so sick and tired of hearing so called conservative Christians 

who say I don't like black people express prejudice. Friend, if you're 

saved, you can't do anything but love other people regardless of their 

color. You say I'm a Christian and you don't love then you're deceived. 

When you repent, when you turn your eyes upon Jesus, God gives you the 

power to overcome. He's the overcomer. 

Burn victim: In 1962 I had a rather unique experience take place in my 

life, I was a young college boy that wanted to be a professional base

ball player more than anything else in the world. I wanted to play with 

the big leagues but God had other plans for my life. One night while I 

was driving back from a baseball game, a young lady and I were driving 

from the Houston area, we thought we were driving in the fog. We found 

out later it was gasoline fumes that somehow had escaped from one of the 

local refineries. There was a tremendous explosion and the who was 

with me was burned to death. She died on her twenty-first birthday. An

other man was pronounced dead. In all of this my family was told that I 

would not live for the next four days but God miraculously intervened in 

my life. He brought me out of the coma that I had been in for three days. 

But things were really not good, I was in the hospital the first 

time for 14 long agonizing weeks through 11 operations. I went through 

unbearable pain. While I was going through the pain and suffering, I be

came an addict, a drug addict, addicted to medicine, narcotics even in 

the hospital, I became very embittered with God. I thought God had been 
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extremely unfair to me to take away my career, my dreams, my goals, my fu

ture, I had nothing to live for except one more day of pain and agony 

and suffering. 

Finally in two operations they thought they'd do a grafting operation, 

putting new skin on areas where there was no skin. All of my face, all of 

my head was third and second degree burns, all of my back and arms and 

hands and they thought they could put new skin there. But during these 

two operations, I suffered what was called cardiac arrest. The first time 

I was dead for 7 minutes. They had to do open heart massage to revive me. 

The second time I was dead for 15 minutes. Again they had to do open heart 

massage in order to bring me back to life. Great complications took place 

but finally after a long agonizing hellish experience, I walked out of Pas

adena General Hospital. 

But I walked back to a life of loneliness, emptiness. A life filled 

with bitterness and hate and self-centeredness and egotism, I had no rea

son to live any longer. So I made a decision to take my life. But God 

again intervened, drastically, tremendously and gloriously. A young woman 

who'd been coming to see me nearly every day, she eventually became my 

wife, came and prayed and encouraged and strengthened. When I got out of 

the hospital, she knew how lonely and desperate and how helpless and hope

less my life was to be. She got me miraculously to go to a revival service 

where James Robison was preaching. I didn't want to go. I hated God so 

badly. I went just to please her because she'd paid a tremendous price to 

minister to my soul and life. So I went. I resisted everything that was 

said until finally the invitation was extended and James said that he 

thought someone was there who had tried everything the world had to offer 
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and they were still a loser. Everything about my life was a loser's life. 

Everything I'd ever done had loser written all over it. But that night 

the Spirit of God moved on my heart and God said, "I don't want you to be 

a loser. I want to make you a winner," God told me he had denied me good 

in order that he might give me the best. That night I opened my life to 

Jesus. I repented of my sins and I was such a horrible, wicked self-cen

tered sinner. I just turned from that old life and I gave him all that I 

was and He gave to me all that He was. He exchanged my life for his life 

and in that night in September of 1962, Jesus Christ made me a new crea

tion. Old things passed away and in Christ all things became new. Things 

can become new for you, Jesus Christ wants to change your life. 1 don't 

know that you need to go through what I went through, but I know He can 

change anybody who will turn from their sins and receive his finished 

work at Calvary and accept Him as Lord and Saviour. Do it today. God 

bless you. 

James Robison: Let me read you a powerful passage of scripture. It's so 

powerful. I hadn't intended to read it but I want to read it to you be

cause I want you to understand the power of repentance and salvation in 

Jesus Christ. I want you to see just how complete God's salvation is. 

Now listen to this. Listen closely. This is found in I Corinthians chap

ter 6 beginning in verse 9. Listen so closely, "know ye not that the un

righteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God," The unrighteous shall 

not inherit the kingdom of God, "Don't be deceived, neither fornicators, 

nor idolators, nor adulters, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 

with mankind", that's homosexuals. Now that's what it is and it's very 
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clear it's those who abuse themselves with other men. Wait a minute. 

Don't take off on the gay society. Don't take off after the homosexuals, 

the scripture says, "nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revel

ers, nor extortioners." That's talking about people that are full of hate, 

and people that are hypocritical and dishonest. The Bible's talking about 

these people shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But wait a minute "and 

such were some of you." You were abusers of yourselves with mankind, sex

ually impure. You were drunkards. You were fornicators. You were liars. 

You were dishonest. "But now you're washed, you're santified, you're justi

fied in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Justified. Justified. Must have been that same black preacher, when 

they ask him to tell what it meant to be justified. You know what he said? 

He said, "It means God looks at me just as if I'd never sinned." That's 

justified, just as if I'd never sinned. 

Farmer: On December 29, 1971, I was at a bar. A place I spent much much 

time, a lot of days and a lot of nights. But I was in this place this 

night. My wife and little girl and two sons were home praying for their 

Daddy at that very time. I was in this place with some friends of mine. 

I became so miserable, so uncomfortable, I didn't know exactly what was 

wrong with me at the time. But I remember going around to each one of my 

friends that night. I said, "Men I've had a lot of fun with you. Some 

good times. But there's something more to life than what I'm discovering 

and I'm going to find it. There's more to life that just trying to make 

money and have fun always." So that night I got up and left that bar. I 

called my parents who lived in a nieghboring town. They came and got me. 
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That night in their home in their kitchen, I got down on my knees for the 

very first time and I repented of my sins. I gave my life totally to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. I asked him to be Lord of everything. I said, "Lord 

I surrender. I give you my life. Since that night, I've not been the 

same. He delivered me from my alcoholism. He filled me with love for my 

wife and kids like I'd never known. I fell in love with them really for 

the first time. He's changed me completely. 

James Robison: Most people I face in churches have repented of the con

sequences of their sin but they have never repented of their sin. I hope 

you get the point. To repent of the consequences of your sin is to try to 

get away from all the bad things that are caused by your sin. But to re

pent of your sin is to turn your eyes upon Jesus and give Jesus your life. 

Then He cleans those things out of your life. 

You see Jesus said, "Any man putting his hand to the plow and looking 

back is not fit for the kingdom of heaven." He said to his disciples, "Re

member Lot's wife! Fellows, remember Lot's wife. Do you remember? You 

say, whose she? Lot's wife, I just told you. Lot's wife? What did she 

do Lord? Do you remember I burned Sodom and Gomorrah from the face of the 

earth? Do you remember that? Oh, yes, we've hear about how you burned 

Sodom and Gomorrah. But do you remember Lot's wife? She lived with a 

righteous husband. One of the most righteous men on earth at that time. 

She heard the Word all the time. She was surrounded by righteousness. Do 

you remember that when I sent my angels to be with Lot? Do you remember 

that the homosexuals stood out in the street and cried out for that strange 

man, that guest, 'Send him out in the street so that we can lay with him 
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and make love to him,' they cried out, 'Send him out!' You know what 

they said inside, 'Let us send out the girls.' But the men said, 'No! 

You send out that man,' God said, 'I sent my fire and I destroyed the 

city with a fervent heat,' And He melted it. But Lot and his wife and his 

family were leaving that wicked city. God knows it was wicked. Man it 

was wicked. You know what Lot's wife did. She turned around and looked 

back. Imagine that! She looked back. She had a longing in her heart for 

Sodom." 

You can't imagine how many people here in this place, how many people 

in America have a longing," They've got a longing for impurities. They 

have a longing for sex sin. They've got a longing to satisfy greed. They 

have a longing. They are always looking back. You know why Jesus said to 

remember her? She was immediately, when she turned to look back, turned to 

a pile of salt. Just zap, salt. She's gone. Why did Jesus want us to re

member that? Because Lot's wife is a picture of many of you who are sur

rounded by religion but you're heart longs for the world. 

You know how I know I am a repentant redeemed sinner and I'm a sinner, 

I've repented, I'm redeemed. You know how I know I am? I wish I could 

not sin. I don't want to sin. I don't want to sin. Someday my God will 

send His son and take me where I can not sin, Jesus is in my heart. Do 

you understand that, Man, I've got excitement, I've got emotion. I want 

to please Jesus. Why? You say cause you're really neat. No, no, no. Be

cause He's really great. He changed my life. He really did. Folks, it's 

not what you do. It's not the things you have. It's who has you. It's 

who you know personally. 

You see repentance is turning to Jesus. Repentance is trusting Jesus. 
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Have you ever done that? I went to see a girl one time, cause some people 

ask me to. They said, "There's a girl, 15 years old, who wants to meet 

you. She watches you on television every week and she has for 3 years. 

Her name is Pam." I said, "Well, I'm very busy." That week we had the 

privilege of breaking all of Elvis Presley's attendance records in the col

iseum in Mobile, Alabama. Those records will never be broken because we 

exceeded the fire-marshal limit by nearly 3,000 and turned away thousands. 

Finally we moved to a stadium for 25,000. 

On Saturday as we were leaving the coliseum, I went to see Pam. You 

know why I went to see her? Because she had a brain tumor that they cut 

out of her head, and she was dying. When they cut the tumor out, it blind

ed her in one eye and paralyzed her, I drove way out in the country. When 

I walked up to the house, it was a modest place. I went up and knocked on 

the door and I walked in. Pam was in front of me in a chair. No hair on 

her head, totally bald. They'd shaved it all off. She had a terrible 

scar. Chemotherapy had caused her hair to fall out and it never grew back. 

When I walked in the left eye was blind and I was to her left and she 

couldn't see me. Her mother heard me and came walking in and she said, 

"Pam, Pam. Pam, Look who's here, Pam," She came over and pushed her 

head over and Pam saw me. When she did she looked back over at her mama 

and said, "Look who came to see me. Mama! Look who came to see me. Mama!" 

I went over and Pam could move her right hand. She grabbed my fingers and 

boy did she ever squeeze tight. Her mother stood there and Pam's house-

shoes fell off her feet three times while I talked to her because her feet 

were so thin. She only weighed about 80 pounds. 

Her mother showed me a whole roll of trophies on the mantle. She 
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said, "You know Pam won those trophies swimming two years ago. She was a 

champion athlete. She had long brown hair all down her shoulders. I wish 

you could have seen her. She was a beautiful girl." Pam tightened her 

grip on my fingers. She couldn't date. She couldn't play. She couldn't 

swim. But I want to tell you this in the next few minutes I talked to a 

little girl that was more full of life than anybody I've ever known. 

She looked at me and said, "Isn't God great. Isn't God good. Isn't 

God wonderful, Mr. Robison." There she is dying. I said, "Yes, God's 

great. God's good." She said, "I love Jesus so much." I finally said, 

"Pam, let me pray with you." I did my ministerial duty and went beyond. 

I really had love for her. I don't like the word ministerial duty, it 

makes me kinda cringe. But I was trying to get away so I could cry. I 

prayed and just as I got through I said, "Amen." Pam clamped down tighter 

and she interrupted my amen with her prayer. "Dear God, you're so great." 

Brain tumor, no hair, paralyzed. "You're so great, God. I love you so 

much God. I love you, Jesus. I love you." I turned and walked out of 

there. I said to my associate, "Have you ever seen anybody so full of 

life?" He said, "Never." 

There was a girl that was full of Jesus. You know what she did the 

next night? They brought an ambulance out there on that football stadium 

field and unloaded that precious girl on a stretcher wrapped in a blanket 

with a little toboggin over her head, I sent the microphone down to her, 

Johnny Cash was sitting on the platform. He couldn't sing later; he 

started crying so hard. Because his 12 year old brother died when a saw 

cut into him and Johnny watched him die. Johnny watched him say, "The an

gels are coming, Mama! The angels are coming," That night we almost lost 
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Johnny Cash because we put the microphone up in Pam's face and said say a 

word to the crowd. Twenty-five thousand people and you know what Pam said? 

"God is so good. He's so great. Pretty soon he's going to send the angels 

to take me to heaven," Pam died a week later, God sent the angels to take 

her to heaven. 

Friend, that little girl is an illustration of what happens in a per

son's life when there's repentance. You may not be full of activity. You 

may not have possessions and you may not have pleasures that people see 

but you're going to have the life and the joy of God filling your soul. 

Listen, to me please. I'm healthy. I'm healthy! I can run. I can leap. 

I'm strong and I want to tell you the same joy that filled that girl fills 

my heart because Jesus fills my life. I've repented. I've turned my eyes 

upon Jesus. Folks, it's real to me. It's not religion. It's not remorse 

or regret or reform. It's Jesus. His redemptive power that changed my 

walk, my direction, my talk, my life. He'll do the same for you. Please. 

Please don't hold to religion and miss the joy of knowing Jesus. 

Too many of you are like Lot's wife, still looking back. You have a 

longing for the world. You know what I have? I have a longing for Jesus 

I really do. I've got things but they're just dirt. They really are. 

They're dirt. Jesus, He's the diamond. He's the joy. Have you ever re

pented? Have you ever really been redeemed? Don't miss it folks it's too 

great, 

(Scene switches from the crusade auditorium to Robison sitting at home) 

I sit here now in my own home watching the scores of people coming for

ward to commit their lives to Jesus Christ, to repent and receive Christ in

to their hearts. It is my prayer that all over America this scene might 
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be multiplied. Although you're not walking forward at the same time you 

can in your own home, in your own heart invite Jesus Christ to come in. 

Repentance is the only hope we have. If our nation is to survive, it 

will be because we repent. You see repentance begins in the heart of the 

individual. It's in your heart, admitting before God that simply being 

sorry for my sin, regretting what I've done, having remorse is not repen

tance. Reforming and trying to do better is not repentance, turning to re

ligion is not repentance. Inviting Jesus Christ into my heart, turning to 

Him automatically means I'm turning from my way, my will and my sins, to 

God. That is exactly what God wants you to do. So I pray right there 

where you are you might be willing to bow your head, right now, and simply 

say God I know that religion is not the answer. I know that simply being 

sorry is not the answer, God I'm turning to you right now, right here 

where I am, I'm turning to you and I'm inviting Jesus Christ to be my 

Lord and my Saviour in genuine repentance. 

Would you bow your head and pray that simple prayer? Dear God forgive 

my sins. Come into my heart and into my life. Why don't you just repeat 

it after me? Father, I know I've sinned. Forgive my sin. I turn to Je

sus as my only Saviour. I turn from my sin to Him in faith. Give me a 

new life, a new beginning, a new future in Jesus name, I thank you. Amen. 

If you prayed that simple prayer, remember God loves you just like you are. 

In his great love through repentance and faith in Jesus, He's given you 

the one cure for all our sins. That is his salvation, his forgiveness and 

the ability to do his will. You have life right now, life eternal and yes 

even life abundant. I thank God you prayed and I want to send you some 

material to help you in your Christian life. It's simple Bible lessons 
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explaining what new life in Christ really means. 

The only reason you are able to hear this message of repentance is 

because someone else said, "I care about you." Take the time to call and 

say the special had an impact on my life. God bless you and thank you. 

Farmer: I gave my life totally to the Lord Jesus Christ. I asked him to 

be Lord of everything, I said, "Lord, I surrender. I give you my life. 

Since that night I've not been the same." 

Burn victim: You can be saved, if you're willing to turn from yourself 

open your heart to Christ and let Him make you a new person. He did it for 

me. 

Gary Collard: Find Jesus Christ and accept him as your Saviour and allow 

him to change your life the way he changed ours. 

Peter Jenkins: Not only did I find America, the great country that I was 

looking for, but I found Jesus and that was the most important thing I 

could have ever found. 



APPENDIX D 

MARKS OF A CHRISTIAN: A JAMES ROBISON SPECIAL—1980 

James Robison: Born-again. Born-again, Born-again! It's a Bible term. 

What does it mean? 

Steadman Shealey, Alabama Football Player: Probably one of the most exci

ting moments in my life is when I signed my name on the dotted line. That 

meant that I would play football for the University of Alabama, I was real 

fortunate in that Coach Bryant came to my home to sign me. I'll never for

get thinking, the opportunity to play for Coach Bear Bryant, the active win-

ningness coach in America. Just this past year, us being national champions, 

really brought home to me how much I appreciate being a part of the Univer

sity of Alabama's football team. 

P. D. Davidson, Handicapped Man: It's no fun for a young person to be couped 

up in his room all day looking out and wishing that he could play baseball or 

basketball or football or just be like the other kids. 

Bill James, Business Man: We've had the privilege the last fev7 years of 

doing Hyatt Regency Hotels all over this nation as well as Western Interna

tional Hotels and many jobs for Hilton Corporation. This has been an unusual 

experience because we go into different cities all over this nation, 

Revo Stuart, Contractor: You know this day and time we see so many contrac

tors that are covering up shoddy workmanship with putty, paint and paper. 
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James Robison; I want to speak to you tonight on the marks of a Christian, 

the marks of the born-again. There's been much ado, much talk, much dis

cussion concerning the term born-again. It's amazing how we can take won

derful Biblical terms and ruin their meaning with hypocracy, pretense. It 

is amazing how the meaning of the word can be changed by the characteristics 

of a society, their lifestyle or their talk, their emphasis. We reach the 

point where the word doesn't necessarily represent the situation. 

Can you remember a time when if a man was referred to as "being square 

that meant that the man was honest. Now you've got to go back a long way. 

Because when I was a boy, if you were a "square" that meant that you were 

odd. Nobody wanted to be a "square". But there was a time that if a man 

was a "square shooter" that meant you could depend on him. That meant that 

he was reliable. That meant that his handshake was as good as signing con

tracts. His word was good. He was "square". But then if you were a 

"square" in our later society that meant that you were strange. You're dif

ferent. You'd better change. 

Ever heard the term "straight". Man's a "straight shooter". He shoots 

"straight", man, you can rely on what he says. He "shoots straight". You 

had better not have anybody call you "straight" today. That means you're 

weird, you're "straight". 

Do you remember the time when the word "gay" had a pleasant meaning to 

it? Why "gay" is a Bible word. "Everybody's happy and gay" the song says. 

Ahha! You'd better not sing it that way anymore. Christmas songs talk about 

being adorned with "gay" apparel. God forbid! I'm so turned off by the 

term "gay", I won't even use Bengay, (laughter) plain old Mentholatum now 

will do. The name "gay" doesn't mean the same thing now. It represents a 

perverted lifestyle. They've adopted the name "gay". 
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Then what about the term born-again? Born-again. Books have been written 

about it! How to be Born-Again, Billy Graham writes the book. Born-Again, 

the title of a motion picture, the title of a book. Born-again. Born-

again. Born-again. It's a Bible term. What does it mean? Very little 

today. 

Means very little today. For today we have publishers of pornographic 

filth who say, "I've been born-again." But the presses have not ceased to 

peddle pornographic trash. Born-again! Oh, we've got born-again entertain

ers in Hollywood, only they've never left Hollywood. They're still there. 

They're still putting out the same filth and the same garbage. Some of 

them even write songs. Why they may even write one like, "Why me. Lord?" 

and continue to make filthy movies. Born-again now has no meaning in Amer

ica. 

What about the word Christian? The Bible tells us in Acts that they 

were "first called Christians in Antioch." They were called Christians. 

They didn't say we're Christians. The world said they're Christians. What 

did that mean? That meant the they were like Christ. They were like the 

carpenter of Nazareth. They were like this man who was unselfish. They 

were like this man who reached out to others. They were like this man who 

believed the Word of God. They were as Jesus is and they said, "That man's 

a Christian." and by the way, it was an insult. It wasn't a compliment. 

They said, "They're Christians. They're Christians. They're Christians! 

You remember, my dear friend, that Jesus Christ was a man spoken against 

and those who followed him were spoken against. The world didn't like them. 

Saul of Tarsus set out to destroy them. Yet he was converted by the very 

Christ he sought to destroy. 
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Born-again! What does it mean? Christian! What does it mean? What 

is a Christian? Who is a Christian? What does it mean to be born-again? 

It's found in the third chapter of John. Jesus preached it to a man named 

Nicodemus and Jesus said to him, "You must be born-again, or you'll never 

enter heaven." That means that religion is not sufficient for salvation. 

Religion never redeemed anyone. You know what religion is don't you? It 

is man's effort to save himself. Salvation through Jesus Christ on the 

cross of calvary is God's effort to save man. Religion is man feebly reach

ing up to God. Redemption is God mercifully reaching down to man. You can 

no more save yourself through religion than you can lift yourself by your 

own bootstraps one inch off the floor. You can't do it! Religion never 

saved anyone. Jesus preached to a religious leader named Nicodemus, "You 

must be born-again." So born-again is a Biblical term and it is a spiri

tual necessity. You're only hope for heaven is the new birth. But bear 

in mind that there are many people who profess to be born-again who've 

never been born-again. The marks of a Christian. How can you tell who the 

Christians really are? 

Steadman Shealey: Going into my senior year in high school, I'll never 

forget God really dealing with me because I had a lot of big decisions to 

make like trying to decide what's the most important thing in my life, 

what's the most important person? Was it football? Was it my family? Was 

it girls? I had to really decide who was the most important person in my 

life. I decided to make Jesus Christ the focal point in my life. As I began 

to trust Christ day by day, I experienced a turn^around in my Christian 

life. The Christian life became exciting. It became alive because God was 

where he belonged in my life. I found that there is a consistency in Jesus. 
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There is not a consistency in athletics. One Saturday I may go out there 

and have a good day; then the next Saturday I may not do so well, a real 

inconsistency. But there's a consistency in knowing Jesus day by day be

cause Christ is complete. Just this past year coming off of knee surgery, 

God showed Steadman Shealey that he was not adequate, that he couldn't do 

anything on his own. I've got to really trust in Jesus day by day. 

Revo Stuart: I've been a custom homebuilder for 34 years. I met and married 

a girl from high school after two years of college and we have seven won

derful children who have all come to know the Lord. I've been in the same 

church for 26-27 years, actually helped build the church. We had church 

one year in our house while we were building the building. Our pastor has 

said many times, "A man is not what a man is supposed to be, what God made 

him to be until he comes to a personal experience and commitment to Jesus 

Christ. Well, I had had the experience, when I was twelve years old, I was 

saved. I committed by life to him then in later years to use me the way he 

wanted to and I think what ever trade we are in whether it be housewife, 

office worker, banker, whatever, it ought to reflect our faith in the Lord. 

Our workmanship ought to glorify him because it is a testimony to what we 

believe in and who we serve. So through the years I have tried to do that 

the best I can. It is all because of Him the things that I've done, that 

I've accomplished because of what He has enabled me to do, give me the tal

ents to do. I see so many jobs today that are covered up with shoddy work

manship. They cover up the holes and the cracks with putty and paint and 

then the homeowner later on when he moves in finds that his house is falling 

down around him. I think this is a crime. Actually it's a sin. I know 

it's a sin for a Christian to do it. Our national resources are dwindling 
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away and we ought to use the things that we have to glorify the Lord, put 

them up right. I've tried to do this and I've had a good relationship with 

the people I've worked for and I can truthfully say that during the 34 

years that I have been building, not one person, I'm still on speaking terms 

with them and our relationship is good. Many of them I count them as per

sonal friends, I'd like to believe that what ever I build, it would be a 

lasting testimony to what the Lord can do with someone who is committed to 

Him. 

James Robison: How can I know whether or not I'm a Christian, you might 

ask. How can we know? All right let's look at I Peter beginning in verse 

13 chapter 1, "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind and be sober, and 

hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revela

tion of Jesus Christ, as obedient children, not fashioning yourselves ac

cording to the former lusts," That means that a man peddling filth will 

cease to peddle it. That means that a printer of pornography when born-

again by the power of God stops the presses, God can save any sinner on 

earth. But when he saves you, he releases you from the Satanic power that 

overcomes you consistently, constantly. For a man to say I've been born-

again and remained unchanged is to identify himself as a liar and he is 

not knowledgeable of truth or the Truth, 

"But as he which hath called you" in verse 15, "He is holy, so be ye 

holy in all manner of conversation, because it is written. Be ye holy, for 

I an holy," Do you know what holiness is? It means godliness". Do you 

know where you learn godliness? Is it hanging around the church? No. 

You learn holiness and godliness from God, You spend time with God and you 

become like God and you will never want to spend time with God and spend 
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time with your father until you know God as your father. 

Churches are filled with people who do not love one another. We have 

so many churches because Christians don't love one another. The fact is 

they are not Christians. The Bible says if you're a Christian, you'll 

love your brother. I'm telling you, you've got church buildings filled 

with people who are full of hate. They don't know the meaning of love. 

But they'll say, "We're Christians," You know what Jesus said, "Anyone 

can love their friends, I'm going to teach you to love your enemies," 

Does that mean church members too? (laughter) That means church members 

too! Yeah, but you just don't know how they treat me. It doesn't matter 

how they treat you. How are you going to be like Jesus if no one offends 

you? One of his characteristics is forgiveness and how are you going to 

be able to forgive if no one offends you? So you say, "I want to be like 

Jesus." Well get ready to be offended. Somebody's going to bother you 

and it will many times be a Christian. God says, "I'm going to teach you 

to forgive them and teach you to love them," If you're a Christian, you're 

going to be able to love the brethren. If you say you can't, you're not 

saved. You're not a Christian, 

Look at verse 23, "If you love one another with a pure heart fervent

ly," and verse 23 says why, "Being born again not of corruptible seed, but 

of incorruptible by the Word of God which liveth and abideth forever." The 

Christian is born-again. He is a new person. He's been transformed. You 

say what is the new birth? It is the supernatural work of a sovereign God 

in the life and heart of the believer. It is the work of God. It is ini

tiated by God, It is completed by God, It is accomplished by God, If it 

was not initiated and completed by God, it is not of God, If it's not of 
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God, it's not the new birth. It's not spiritual. It's of the flesh. 

God speaks to you. God calls you. You yield to him and God works a 

miracle of grace in your heart and you're changed. Many people have never 

been changed even though they have adopted some sort of a religious philo

sophy. They've never been changed by the power of God. To be born-again 

means that you have been supernaturally changed. In the second chapter of 

John, the,Bible says in the last 3 verses that "many believed in His name, 

when they say the miracles which He did." And the Bible says in the next 

verse, "But He committed himself not unto them, because He knew their 

hearts." He would not commit himself unto them because he knew their 

hearts. They believed in Him when they saw the miracles. Do you know what 

we have today in religious circles? We have people who worship miracles, 

but they don't worship the Master. And there's a difference! Because 

salvation is a personal relationship, a personal encounter with Jesus Christ 

It's a commitment to God. Your commitment to God. But it's more than that, 

it's God's commitment to you. 

Bill James: My name is Bill James. We've been living in Hurst, Texas for 

about 20 years. When I was 8 years old, my mother and daddy led me to know 

Jesus Christ at the breakfast table one morning. Then when I was 14 I re

committed my life and God began to work in an unusual way. When I gradu

ated from North Texas State University, I was employed in a dry goods de

partment store in the city of Denton, I also was part-time music director 

in a Baptist church in a small town nearby, God began to show me through 

the experiences in the business I was working with that I was to start my 

own business. This I did some sixteen years ago. The first year I worked 

out of my home. We only did a small amount of business the first year but 
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God began to multiply it. We then bought the factory that you are looking 

at here, the machinery, the equipment. God began to develop the thing in 

an unusual way and as we began to travel and try to secure contracts, I 

worked feverishly trying to do my own thing. Then God said, "Let me do it." 

Then he began to take over and open doors that I could never have opened. 

We've had the privilege for the last few years of doing the Hyatt Regency 

Hotels all over this nation, as well as Western International Hotels and 

many jobs for Hilton Corporation. This has been an unusual experience be

cause we go into different cities all over this nation dealing with major 

hotel properties. Some of the fabrics that we use, we really actually de

sign them and use our own design team to do it. But the thrill of it all 

has been to see how God can take nothing and make something exciting of it, 

I challenge businessmen all over this nation to come to know Jesus. Yet 

greatest of all to let Jesus control you and your business and to be in 

charge of what you are doing in your everyday life. 

James Robison: You make a commitment to God. You give Him your life and 

you know what God does? He makes a commitment to you and He gives you his 

life. You know what He says when He gives you his life? He says, "I'll 

never, never leave you, nor forsake you." Friend, that's not simply to com

fort those of you who are lonely. You know what God says, "I'll never 

never leave you to your own way, if your my child," Here's what He's say

ing, "I'll never leave you without direction, I'll never leave you without 

correction. If you're my child, I'll never leave you without direction, 

I'll never leave you without correction," That's God's commitment to you, 

God commits himself to you. He becomes your father. He said, "When you 

pray, pray our father which art in heaven." He becomes our father. The 
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born-again experience means that you become a child of Almighty God. You 

become his son, his daughter, his child and you immediately receive his 

characteristic qualities in your life. Immediately. It's a miracle! I 

can't explain it but it's a miracle. You waste your time trying to explain 

it, you'll never experience it. I'm so grateful that I don't have to ex

plain it, to have it. 

I've been born-again. I've been changed by God. I don't understand 

it. I won't understand it when I die. There will be books written about 

it forever but you don't understand it but you can have it. You can be 

born-again. You can have new life. I want you to understand that when a 

man has a new life and when he's born-again according to II Corinthians 5 

and 17, he's a new man in Christ. "He's a new creation. Old things are 

past away, behold all things are new." If you say you're a Christian that 

means that you're a new person. That means you're different. You're a 

different person. A Christian is different. 

Why is a Christian different? You have your Bible? Look at Ephesians 

chapter 1. Why is a Christian different? First of all because a Christian 

has been selected. He has been chosen by God. Every child of God has been 

chosen by God. Every child of God is selected by God. He's called by God. 

Jesus said, "No man comes to me, unless the Spirit draws him." You can't 

come to God until the Holy Spirit calls you. You can't come to God until 

the Holy Spirit convicts you of sin and righteousness and judgment. God 

uses his Word by the power of His Spirit to bring conviction to you. We're 

selected, that's what the scripture tells us. 

You look in Ephesians chapter 1 and verse 4, Look at verse 3 and 

verse 4. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has 

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ accord-
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ing as he has chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world." He has 

chosen us "to be holy" the scripture says, "and without blame before Him in 

love. Having predestined us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ, 

to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will." God has chosen us, 

God has adopted us. Brother if you're adopted that means you're chosen. 

I have an adopted child. I have an adopted son. We adopted him. We 

chose him. We have two daughters by our own marriage union. We love them 

with all our heart, but we love that little adopted son just as much. He's 

our son. We adopted him. We chose him. We adopted him. He took our name, 

He has our home, our household, our possessions. He's our adopted child. 

We love him. We chose him. We adopted him. 

Did you ever stop and think about going to the orphanage where there 

is so many little children that stand there and you go by saying, "I'm go

ing to take one of them home," Use to you could go by and there would be 

dozens of them standing there. You'd kinda look at them and maybe babies 

and older children. You'd go and say, "I take that one." That use to 

really touch my heart when I'd think about someone going to the orphans 

home and taking home a little kid. I got to thinking about all the other 

little kids that were standing there saying, "Why won't somebody take me 

home? I want to go home too." But they'd be left behind. I use to think 

my I'd like to go, I wish I could go get all of them and take them home. 

You know something? God is the father of this universe. He looks 

down at every precious person in this world and you know what he says? 

"I choose you, I want you, I want to adopt you," You know something? 

God is so great he can adopt everybody in the world. Isn't that amazing! 

He can adopt ever orphan, every lost bewildered person in the world, God 
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can adopt them and take them home with Him. That's what He said. He says, 

"I want to you. I want you to be my sons, my daughters." But you know 

what, so many won't go. They just won't go. Do you know tonight God is 

saying to you, "I want to adopt you. I'm calling you. Through my Word, 

through my Son, through the cross of calvary, through the prayers of Christ

ians, I'm calling you, I call you now." You say no to God. You don't 

say no politely. You clinch your fist in the face of the Holy God and say, 

"I want my way and not yours." What a tragic sound. 

Do you know that those who have been chosen by God and called by God, 

do you know that the born-again man is different because he has been saved. 

He's been redeemed by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, If you'll look 

in verse 7 of chapter 1 of Ephesians, "In whom we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace." 

Do you know how we are redeemed? Peter siaid awhile ago. We read it. 

"You're not redeemed with corruptible things, such as silver and gold, 

from your vain conversations received by tradition from your fathers but 

with the precious blood of Christ," We're blood bought, Jesus died for 

you. Somebody said, "Don't talk to me about a bloody religion." Every 

American is blood bought. Blood was spilled on foreign battle fields to 

purchase your salvation. You're all blood bought. He paid for you with 

blood. He shed His blood for you. 

Talked to my four year old son about Jesus, My little boy said, 

"Daddy, how did Jesus die?" I said, "Son, on a cross. Son do you know 

what a cross looks like?" He said, "yes. Daddy," I said, "What does it 

look like? He said, "It looks like a "t", I said, "Can you make a "t" 

son?" "Yes, sir," He had a little chalk board and he drew a "t". I took 

his chalk and I drew a stick figure with a hand up to one part of the "t" 
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and a hand over here and the feet. And I said, "Son, they took the hand 

of Jesus and they drove a nail through it and pinned it to a cross and then 

the other hand. Then they hung him up. They let him hang there on that 

cross, God's only son. See God's only got one son other than those he 

adopts. He only has one natural son. But he's got millions of adopted 

children. Randy, Jesus died for you." He asked me when I told him about 

the nails, he said, "Daddy, why did they do that to Jesus?" I said, "Son, 

because God loves you so much he gave his son for you. God loves you, son. 

God loves you. He shed his blood." 

I saw a sign on a billboard on the highway. It was beautiful. It 

was the picture of a hand like this, painted graphically. Through the 

hand there was a spike, drops of blood from the spike. The words beneath 

the hand and the blood, "God loves you so much it hurts." It hurts! God 

loves you so much it hurts. Jesus died for you. He shed his blood for 

you. Don't ever say no one cares for me. Don't ever say no one loves me. 

Jesus died for you. You're redeemed not with gold, not with silver, but 

with the precious blood of Jesus. He died for you. That's how we are 

saved. That's how we're redeemed. 

We are sealed. We are sealed by his spirit. That's what the scrip

ture tells us. In the same chapter in verse 13, "In whom ye also trusted, 

after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom 

also, after, you believed. You were sealed with the Holy Spirit of pro

mise." I've sealed you. I've settled it, brother. You're mine forever. 

I've got my stamp on you. You're my child and you're forever my child. 

Brother, that's God's salvation. It's eternal. It's forever. 

Have you got it? Have you ever received that salvation of God? Has 
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He made a difference in your life? That's the question. Is he different? 

How is a Christian different you might ask. A Christian is different be

cause his mind has been changed by the power of God. 

Diane James, Homemaker: I'm Diane James. I guess I was a wife and a 

mother several years before I knew what a total commitment to Jesus Christ 

was. I'd been in church all of my life and taught Sunday School and knew 

about God and about Jesus. I could tell you anything that you wanted to 

know. I came to realize one day that as much as I had told other people 

about Jesus and I heard someone ask the question in a meeting, if I died 

tonight would I know where I would go? I had always thought I knew but 

that real struck me harder than anything I'd ever thought about. I could 

not really say for sure that I positively knew I'd go to heaven. In a day 

or two I really ask the Lord about that and I came to realize that of my 

own free will I had never really totally committed my life to Jesus Christ 

and ask him to come into my life and give me a new life and to be in con

trol of my life. He did just that. We married young and the first thing 

that He did in my marriage was He began to change my attitudes, I had al

ways felt like I was right and wanted my way and was use to getting my way. 

The first thing He showed me through his word was that my way was not always 

best and not always right. He gave me some verses to learn on how to rever

ence and respect my husband. The more time I spent with God in his word and 

in prayer I realized that I could love my husband unconditionally the way 

that God loves me. As I began to respect him and reverence him, I realized 

that the most important thing as a wife for me was to be totally committed 

to my husband and be on his side, even against the world if necessary. It 

began to really give us a harmony in our marriage. We had a real peace and 
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fulfillment. Then as we had more children, we had four girls, one is grad

uating this year from high school, there have been many times when I've 

had to be on my knees with her and with the other ones in praying maybe 

for a boyfriend or a friend at school or problems that they have. I have 

found out that in everyday situations whether it's soccer games, or base

ball games, band practice, music lessons, sometimes I think I spend half 

the time in the car with them, but we learn in all of these experiences. 

They've seen even in everyday things how Jesus can take care of us. Say 

we have a flat tire somewhere, they've seen Jesus one-hundred percent take 

care of us. It's a real comforting thing for your children to learn to 

trust Him in everyday things. I guess probably the most important thing 

as a mother that I have been learning these last few years is that I have 

the responsibility to disciple my children in God's Word, in His love and 

trust so that they can go out into the world when they grow up and they 

will be disciples and can teach someone else, 

James Robison: When you know Jesus your mind is not only changed but your 

morals are changed. You moral attitude, you moral life is changed by the 

power of our God, Look at Ephesians, Look at chapter 5, He talks in verse 

11 about "having no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness." But 

if you'll look at verses 3, 4 and 5, "But fornication, and all uncleanness, 

or covetousness, let it not be once named among you as becometh saints, 

neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not conven

ient, but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, 

nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inherit 

ance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with vain 
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words." I don't care how many times they tell you, "I'm born-again." Do 

not let them deceive you with vain words. "For because of these things 

cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience." You see the 

Bible says the lost man is a child of disobedience. 

If you look in Ephesians chapter 2 where God talks about quickening 

us and bringing us to salvation. He says in verse 1, "You have been quick

ened. You were dead in trespasses and sin." And in verse 2, "And in time 

past you walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children 

of disobedience. In whom we also had our conversation in times past in 

the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 

we were by nature the children of wrath," You see when a man is saved his 

morals are changed. 

Not only his morals but his manner and his manners. His lifestyle 

changes. A banker told me one day, he said, "When I was reading the paper 

the other day, my little nine year old son came to me and tugged me on the 

sleeve and said, 'Daddy put the paper down." He said, "Why son?" He said, 

"Put the paper down, I want to talk to you a minute." He said, "OK son, 

what do you need." He said, "Daddy, I want to be just like you when I grow 

up. Daddy. So Daddy, I want to be a Christian because Daddy if I'm going 

to be like you, I gotta be a Christian." And he said, "I sat there and led 

my little son to Jesus." That's the way it ought to be. You see if a man's 

a Christian, he's different. His manners are different. His morals are 

different. His mind's different. The manifestation of his life is differ

ent. He reveals Jesus through his life, Jesus is revealed through the 

life of a born-again person. You see Jesus in people. 

You see folks, if you're saved other people know it and you can help 
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them know Christ, which means if you're a Christian you've got a new mis

sion. You've got a different mission in life. Jesus said as "my father 

sent me, even so send I you." That means that every Christian here wants 

to reach other Christians. You want to reach other people for Christ's 

sake. The fruit of a Christian life is other Christians. If you know the 

Lord, God has implanted in your heart a desire to be a missionary to go 

tell someone else about Jesus. That's the mark of the believer. 

I want to ask you as plainly as I can, do you have the marks of the 

Lord Jesus in your life? Can people tell that you're a Christian because 

you're different? Do you have the peace of God. Do you have the peace 

that passes understanding which God gives? Some people say the peace of 

God is peace that enables you to shout glory hallelujah! when you've been 

healed from some terrible disease. No friend, that's peace with understand

ing. Anybody can shout when they've been made well. Anybody can shout 

when they just got a raise at the job. Anybody can shout when they got a 

new job with better pay. You know what the peace of God is that passes un

derstanding? It enables you to shout when you haven't been healed of a dis

ease. 

P. D. Davidson: Have you ever been lonely? or depressed? Have you ever 

set inside a house, looked out and seen so many people going around and 

wished that you were one of them, I've spent most of my life that way, 

wishing that I could do things that other people were doing, I had a child

hood illness after taking my polio vaccine. For some reason it developed 

a burn effect on my skin. After a few months it began to affect the muscles 

in my legs and in my arms. I began to walk on my tiptoes much like a bal-
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lerina. It got to the point though that when I was twelve years old, I 

couldn't walk. It's no fun for a young person to be couped up in his room 

all day looking out and wishing that he could play baseball, basketball or 

football or just be like the other kids. Because of this illness I became 

very bitter at people. I would go down the street sometime in a wheelchair 

and young children, not understanding what was going on, would hide behind 

their mother because they just didn't understand. I became very bitter at 

these for not accepting me as I was, who I was. It was not until I was 

18 years old that a change came about in my life. I had just graduated 

from high school, had no purpose in my life, had very few friends, had very 

few that I felt like I could call friends. Someone told me that Jesus 

loved me, that Jesus cared for me. All of my life I had believed that God 

had caused this to happen, this illness. Throughout my life I blamed God 

for what had happened. But I came to realize one night in my room at 

twelve o'clock in Richmond, Kentucky, that Jesus did love me, that he ac

cepted me for who and what I was and I didn't have to put on a show for 

anyone. I didn't have to try to please him. I didn't have to try to be as 

good as somebody else was in his sight. He accepted me the way I was with 

all of my imperfections. He took me the way I was, I invited Christ into 

my heart that night. The next morning I got up and threw my arms around my 

mother and told her that I loved her, I told my dad that I loved him. I 

began to share with everyone about this new life that I had found. 

James Robison; When your problems come do you stand upon a firm foundation? 

Paul said, "Examine yourselves, whether you be in the faith." Are you 

really a Christian? Are you really born-again? We're not asking you have 

you been baptised. We're not asking have you been christened. I was 
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christened. No change. I joined a church. No change, God knows our 

churches are filled with unchanged people. They are members of the church 

but they have not in their body the marks of the Lord Jesus, Can others 

see Jesus in you? Do you have the peace that passes understanding? Do 

you have joy? Do you have the love beyond knowledge that enables you to 

love those that hurt you? (whisper) Do you have that? Examine yourselves 

because if you have God you also have the overcomer. 

Some of you are saying, "James, I can't overcome my problems, I can't 

overcome these difficulties, these temptations that slip in." Listen friend, 

the Bible says that "in Christ you can do all things, through him who 

strengthens you." For you to say I can't overcome temptation is to call 

God a liar. Because God says you can and will overcome it. "Greater is He 

that is in you, than he that is in the world." and that's the tempter, that's 

the devil, that's the world, the flesh and the devil, God is able to over

come it, 

Are you a believer? Are you a Christian? Don't put the tag on. Don't 

put the sign up here and say Christian. That won't do it, A lot of folks 

are waving the banner of born-again, A lot of people display the sign of 

Christian, You say a man's a Christian today and you know what most people 

think? They think that means they go to church. That's not what a Chris-

tain is. A Christian is a person in whose life Jesus Christ resides, reigns 

and rules as Lord and Saviour, Is He there? Oh, I hope so. It's so sad 

for you to leave here without Christ, It's so sad for you to have religion 

and not know Jesus. I pray with all my heart. I pray with all my heart 

that you'll not leave without Christ. You need him desperately. You need 

him right now. Even this minute you ought to come to Jesus, 
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Tom Landry, Coach of the Dallas Cowboys: I am Tom Landry Coach of the 

Dallas Cowboys, It's always difficult to give a personal testimony because 

it is personal. I'm going to be making reference to some achievements 

which I hope you'll excuse me for because it is part of my testimony. When 

I was a young boy, I was looking for purpose in my life, to discover what 

it took to have happiness and peace in your own life. I thought the answer 

was to be the best football player that I could possibly be. So I started 

setting goals in my young life to achieve things in football, I went to 

church but it really didn't mean a whole lot to me at that time. As I set 

each of my goals and accomplished them, I had a lot of excitement over ac

complishing these goals, but it was amazing how quick there was an emptiness 

and a restlessness that came into my life. My only rationalization was that 

I just hadn't climbed to the top of my profession yet. So I went on to the 

University of Texas and I felt like if I could become part of that football 

team, I would have about all that life had to offer. Of course I did become 

a part of it and I was excited and we had great football teams. We went to 

the Sugar Bowl and the Orange Bowl, but each time there was an emptiness and 

a restlessness in my life. So I felt like if I could just make it in pro

fessional football, then that would be the answer to everything that I asked. 

So I went into professional football as a player and I set goals to become 

all-pro and a pro-bowl player. Finally we became a World Championship team 

and I was at the top of my profession. It was very exciting but again the 

emptiness and the restlessness was there, I was getting ready to quit foot

ball and get into something else because I thought that was the answer to 

life, I ran into a friend of mine and he ask me to come to a Bible discus

sion group that met on Wednesday morning. Since he was a good friend of 
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mine, I went to that Bible group. I started to study the Bible for the 

first time. I learned really what the gospel of Jesus Christ was all about, 

Jesus said, "Do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or drink 

or about your body what you shall put on. Is not life more than raiment, 

and food more than body?" So it was a real decision that He was telling 

me to make for Jesus Christ, "Seek first the kingdom of God and His right

eousness and all these things shall be yours," So I did that. I went on 

to read more about what Jesus said, I committed my life to Christ at that 

time. It was amazing how the restlessness and the emptiness left my life 

at that time. As I look back I realize that I was a church-goer all my 

life until that point because I really didn't have Jesus Christ as part of 

my life. When I accepted Jesus Christ, I realized that life is really a 

matter of priorities. Whatever your priority is determines what you are. 

Because someone said your religion is what you consider most real and valu

able in your life. Well, before I found Jesus Christ football was the most 

important thing in my life. So my priority was football and God got lost 

somewhere in the background. But once I accepted Jesus Christ into my life 

then God became first. My family was second and football was third. So I 

think this was the greatest thing that ever happened in my life. I'm stand

ing here in a stadium that's empty right now. I'm sure a lot of you out 

there have a life that's empty and restless. Only in Jesus Christ will this 

restlessness be still. 

James Robison: I was in Dothan, Alabama. There were 13,000 people in the 

stadium on a Sunday night. That's the city record for attendance for any

thing and they've had state playoffs and the Super Bowl there in that state 
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every year. It was the biggest crowd ever. Three thousand people were on 

the field. A little nine year old kid standing up in the stands. His med

ical doctor daddy's right at his side. He reached over and tugged on his 

daddy's sleeve and looked up at his daddy's eyes and he said, "Daddy, I 

went to Jesus last night. Would you go to Jesus tonight. Daddy?" His dad 

just stood there a moment. The little boy looked at him again and said, 

"Daddy, isn't Jesus good enough for you?" He said, "Yes, son, Jesus is good 

enough for me. Let's go. Would you go with me, son?" He said, "I'll do 

it Dad," They stepped out and went down the aisle. Next day he told an

other doctor, "I should have led my son, but instead my little boy led me. 

But I'm so glad he did. I'm so glad he did." 

Can others see Jesus in you? Because he's there. You know if you'd 

have ask me if I was a Christian when I was a boy, I'd have said yes be

cause I thought that was like saying you were an American, You know if you 

are an American, you're a Christian. Then if you'd have said to me are you 

sure you are saved? I would have probably have been angry. I'd have said, 

"Sure I am, who are you to ask?" But friend, you know what I found out. 

I found out that I wasn't a Christian. You know when I found out? When 

God convicted me and when God changed me by his grace, 

I sat in a service like this one night. The lady I introduced you to 

a few moments ago was sitting by me as a teenage girl. Folks still tell me 

she looks like a teenager. As far as I was concerned she was the greatest 

girl that not only I had ever known, but the greatest girl that ever lived. 

I had ask her to marry me. We sat there that night and heard a young man 

speak. As he spoke she began to cry, I thought nothing of it because she 

had a tender heart. She cried frequently when someone preached or spoke. 
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When we walked from the service that night, she continued to cry. As we 

approached my car, I looked over at her and I said to her, "Betty, what's 

wrong?" She said, "James, I don't know if I'm a Christian," It took me 

back, I started to say what do you mean you don't know if you're a Chris

tian? You're the best girl I've ever met in my life. You're so honest. 

You're so pure. You're so clean and wholesome. You're so dedicated. And 

suddenly I remembered that no where in the Bible does it say that if you're 

clean and wholesome does that make you a Christian, It says that if you're 

a Christian, you'll be clean and wholesome. But it doesn't say being clean 

and wholesome will make you a Christian, Because Nicodemus was clean and 

wholesome and Jesus said, "You must be born-again," Cornelius was clean 

and wholesome in the book of Acts and Peter told him to be saved. It's not 

being good because the rich young ruler came and said, "Lord, I've kept all 

the commandments from my youth up, I've never broken one," But that won't 

do it. 

The Lord seemed to say to me, "James it's not her goodness that makes 

her a Christian," So I was quiet and the Lord seemed to tell me to be quiet. 

For me that was kinda tough at that time because I had just started preach

ing and I had lots to preach and she was one of the best recipients of my 

sermons. I just preached to her all the time. As I got in the car the 

Lord just seemed to say be quiet, I stopped and I thought and I remembered 

this. Now listen closely, A few weeks before I was talking to Betty and I 

said to her, "Betty do you know Jesus is more real to me than you are. He 

is as real as the flesh on my bones," She said, "Jesus is not real to me 

like that. He's just someone I've always heard about all my life," I 

started to say to her that night, when you know she questioned I don't know 
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if I'm a Christian, I started to say to her, "Betty, if Jesus is not real 

to you then you're not saved," You know what God seemed to say. He was 

being tough on me that night too. He said, "Be quiet!" again. He said, 

"I'm trying to talk to her if you'll just be quiet a minute." 

I handed her my Bible and I said, "Read the verses that I've under

lined." I drove her home, walked her to the door and I went home and got 

on my knees and prayed for her. The next morning was Sunday. You know 

what Betty said? She said, "That night as I tried to go to sleep after 

reading the verses, I was afraid to go to sleep because I was afraid that 

I would die in my sleep and I would miss heaven." You know what I pray? 

I pray that literally millions of people all over America will be afraid 

to go to sleep from a holy fear, from a consciousness of God speaking to 

your conscious, to your heart. Because you see my friend, if you do not 

know that should you die you'd be in heaven, and only if you're born-again 

only if you have the marks of a believer, the marks of Jesus will you be 

in heaven, if you don't know that, you have every reason, you have every 

reason to be afraid to go to sleep. We need a holy fear to come in America 

from the Lord God, 

She was afraid. The next morning she awakened. She dressed for Sun

day School and church. She went to Sunday School, She went to church like 

so many of us do. All over America people are going. She went to the youth 

department. She and her sister stood together and sang a duet to the teen

agers. She left the youth department. She went to the junior department. 

She taught her junior girls class as she had taught them for three years. 

Then she left the junior department, went to the choir room, put on her choir 

robe, came out and sang in the choir. Then she left her seat in the choir. 
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walked up to the pulpit and sang the special music before the pastor came 

to preach. That's a pretty busy Sunday for a young girl, isn't it? That's 

a pretty busy day. 

Then she sat down in the choir and the pastor came to preach. When 

he completed the message and he invited people to come to Christ. I sat 

near the front and I watched Betty in the choir. I saw her struggling just 

briefly. Suddenly she stepped out. She walked down the steps out of the 

choir, walked straight down to the floor at the front of the church, turned 

around there by the platform, got down on her knees and for the first time 

in her life she invited Jesus Christ to be her Lord and Saviour. My wife 

became a Christian, 

Now let me tell you the beautiful part of the story. We've seen drug 

addicts come to Christ, We've seen drunkards come to Christ. We've seen 

impure people come to Christ, We've seen people whose homes are split up 

come to Christ and their lives are changed. We've seen many bad people 

come and leave changed. Let me tell you how great the grace of our God is, 

God not only makes the bad better, he makes the best better. Betty was 

better. She was different. She had peace. She had a new joy. She had a 

new source of strength. She had a Saviour. Jesus is real to her. You 

know who my greatest source of inspiration is? Not the dynamic preachers 

that fill the pulpits of America but the shy sweet wife God placed at my 

side. Do you know who teaches me the Bible more clearly than anyone I know? 

Not the great professors and scholars and theologians of our day, my wife 

with her life and with her Bible, she teaches me of Jesus, 

I once saw religion but after that day I saw the redeemer. I saw Jesus 

I saw Jesus in my wife. Friend, religion is not the answer. Jesus Christ 
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in your heart that's the answer. When he's there others can tell the dif

ference. Why can they tell the difference? Because there is a difference. 

You're different if you know Christ. Please don't leave here without Jesus. 

Religion is so cheap, so empty, so meaningless, the world's so futile. 

Please come to Jesus tonight. Give Him your life. 

I never see people come forward to say I receive Christ, I want a new 

life, I want a new beginning to be born-again, that it doesn't bring tears 

to my eyes. As I sit in my den and I watch these people come forward to 

say publicly I accept Christ, I can't help but pray for those of you who 

are watching this telecast this evening. Pray that you may also know Jesus 

Christ in a personal way. Have you ever been born-again? Do you have the 

marks of the born-again? Can people tell that you know Jesus Christ? Re

ligion is such a pitiful substitute for Jesus Christ. You see I tried the 

church. I joined the church and I was christened. And my wife as I said 

was a Sunday School teacher and the most dedicated girl I had ever known 

but her life was empty. She did not know Jesus Christ, She had never ex

perienced this new birth. There are many people who say they know the Lord 

but they don't know Him, They have substituted everything on earth for the 

heavenly experience of knowing Christ, Won't you pray and invited Jesus 

Christ to come into your life just as my wife did when she came out of the 

choir and publicly said, "I've been faking. It's not real." Would you turn 

to Christ? All over America we've seen people turn to Christ, repenting, 

turning from their sin and receiving Jesus Christ in their heart. 

(Call for accepting Christ, calling a counselor or sending support.) 

P. D. Davidson: I can tell you today that Jesus loves you today the way 
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you are just as he did me, 

Steadman Shealey; The only fulfillment that I've found is through knowing 

Jesus in a real and personal way, 

Diane James: As a wife and mother it is so important that you totally com

mit your life to Jesus Christ, 

Revo Stuart: I'd like to believe that whatever I build and whatever I do 

that it would be a lasting testimony to what the Lord can do with somebody 

totally committed to Him. 

Bill James: I challenge businessmen all over this nation to come to know 

Jesus. 

Tom Landry: This is the opportunity that you're having right now to accept 

Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour. 



APPENDIX E 

CHILD ABUSE: A JAMES ROBISON SPECIAL—1980 

Children at play with the song, "Let the Beasts and the Children" in back
ground. 

Reinacted scene of a mother who verbally degrades her children and father 
comes home and beats a son over a bad report card. 

James Robison: I don't suppose there is anything as shocking, as start

ling and as horrible for me to consider as the problem of child abuse. I 

suppose I can accept with heartache certain sins as expected. I think I 

can understand sometimes, although it doesn't make it right, it's still 

sin, I can understand bitterness in some people's hearts and lives. I 

can understand jealousy, now it's not right, it's still sin, but I can 

understand how someone could hate and why some could be angry and fight. 

I think that I can understand lust and pride. I believe I can understand 

an act of immorality. It's not right, it's sin, but I can understand it. 

To err is human we would say and we all agree. But I have never in all my 

life been able to understand how anyone on this earth could hurt a little 

child. How do you hurt a little child? How do you hurt a little kid? I 

don't understand it, 

I preached in Tennessee several years ago. I can remember quoting 

from Romans chapter 1 where the scripture informs us that when we turn our 

backs on God and do not glorify him as God, we are given over to vile un

natural affections. As a matter of fact Paul talked about unnatural af

fections in Romans chapter 1 where we find that God actually because of 

the rebellion in man's heart gives a person over to a depraved mind to do 

those things which are horribly inconvenient the scripture says. Then 
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God lists in chapter 1 all of the vices and the problems we encounter in 

our day and included those vile affections and vile abuses. Child abuse 

if the result of a society turning her back on God, America has turned her 

back on God, America has turned her back on God and we've been given over 

to depraved lifestyles. When I was in Tennessee speaking and quoting that 

verse, little did I realize that within six months after I left, one of 

the most horrible instances of child abuse would make the headlines of 

every major and small newpaper in this country. For you see it seems 

there was a 4 year old girl, who had a habitual problem throughout her 

childhood as do many little children especially those that sense insecu

rity in the family, she wet the bed. During the night her parents awak

ened her. They took her into the living room and according to the au

thorities and the reports, they ordered the little girl to walk around in 

a circle in the living room. She walked and she walked and she walked un

til finally in the wee hours of the morning, the little girl said, "I'm 

tired Mommy and Daddy, I can't walk anjnnore," They said, "you keep walk

ing!" She said, "But I'm thirsty," Then they gave that little girl hot 

burning Tobasco sauce in her mouth and they said, "You walk. You walk!" 

The little girl walked until finally she couldn't walk anymore and she 

fell down. She said, "Mommy and Daddy I can't walk anymore. Her parents 

got up and beat her and beat her until she walked a little more. She said, 

"I can't walk anymore." Then they beat her to death. (Footage from the 

girl's funeral) 

I don't think I'll ever forget as long as I live the night I scolded 

my wife and my teenage daughter for watching what I thought was a horrible 

hysterical program. I was working. I was writing. I was studying and I 
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kept hearing these screams from the living room. Not simply a child's 

screams but a teenager's screams. I kept hearing a hysterical woman. I 

remember walking through the den and saying, "What are you watching that 

for? Why are your watching that? They scarcely even noticed that I was 

speaking to them. My wife and my daughter had their eyes glued on the 

television set. So finally I just sat down. I said, "I can't believe 

you are watching something like this. What is this?" It was a part por

trayed by Sally Fields. God only knows what an unbelievable portrayal it 

was of a girl that psychiatrists said had as many as 16 personalities. 

Reared by a very strict religious father. It was a true story. I wasn't 

watching a soap opera. I was watching an actual happening in America, 

land of the free and home of the brave. I was watching an actual story 

of a little girl who from the time she was a little tiny child was abused 

mentally, physically, emotionally by her parents. Sybil. Sybil. Sybil. 

It made such an impact on America that they ran it again. I can assure 

you they will run it again. True. I guess I watched about the last 10 

minutes. I couldn't believe my eyes. I saw Sally Fields in the part and 

she was crawling around like a dog. She's a young woman and she's crawl

ing around like a dog. She's saying, "Please let me play. Mommy. Please 

let me play. Mommy. Please let me play. Please let me see my friends. 

Please let me have my toys. Please Mama, please Mama, please Mama." 

Then all of a sudden there's a flashback in her mind. There is a psy

chiatrist talking to a young woman, trying to understand what happened. 

You see the regular daily ritual routine of her day was started 

early in the morning in the kitchen. When she was four years of age or 

younger, her mother took her in the kitchen, tied her hands behind her 

back, tied her to a table, took her little feet and tied them with a 
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rope. She tied the rope to the light and pulled her little feet up in 

the air and left the little girl lying on the kitchen table with her 

feet in the air. I watched that mother pull the little girl up, as Sally 

Fields was thinking out the part, and she was hanging by her feet in the 

kitchen. She'd say, "Don't do it Mommy. Please don't do it Mommy! 

Don't do it. Mommy! Please, no. No. No. No Mommy! No Mommy, please 

don't! Mommy please don't!" I sat there and suddenly my heart began to 

pound and my stomach gnarled. I watched. "No Mommy. No Mommy. Please 

don't Mommy. Please don't Mommy! Please don't Mommy!" Her mother turn

ed and walked away from her and she became hysterical. Her mother ap

proached the kitchen cabinet and she opened a drawer. "No Mommy! No 

Mommy!" She took out a sharp object and she began to probe and cut on 

that little girl. Sybil could never have a child. Mother took care of 

that when she was just a tiny little tot. Sybil's body was mangled but 

that's not half the problem, her mind psychologically, emotionally was 

scarred, I thought I couldn't stand any more of it. But suddenly, sud

denly they showed the mother sitting in her room playing a piano. Some 

medieval sound as she pounded on the keyboard of the piano. The camera 

panned to her right and she was saying as she pounded, "Sybil, Sybil. 

Don't you go to sleep, Sybil, Don't you go to sleep. You listen Sybil!" 

And she pounded on the piano. There tied to the leg of that piano was 

Sybil, I was stretched out on the floor in front of that television set, 

I turned and with one sweep, I pushed the button of the television set, 

I turned to my wife and I said, "Reach out here and take my hand honey. 

Reach out here and take my hand sweetheart, please, I want you to join 

my in prayer. Oh God, I said listen, I want you to pray that if I 
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could die right now in the floor of my home to keep any little child from 

ever being treated like that," I said, "Betty, pray I'll die, I don't 

want a little child to go through that ever, ever, as long as I live. 

Pray I'll die for them." It seemed as though God reached down and picked 

me up off that floor. He said, "James, James, James, you can't die to 

stop it. But I died to stop it. But they will not come. They will not 

believe. They will not trust me. They will not." 

Dear God, the most horrible thing, more horrible than words can ever 

describe. You perhaps all over America listening to this telecast, you 

would say to me I wouldn't abuse a little child, I can't imagine how 

anybody would do that. And yet we are guilty in this nation of abuse far 

more servere than physical abuse. Do you understand that child abuse is 

a spiritual problem? Do you know why a parent would abuse a child? They 

have a spiritual problem. They're a product of spiritual problems. We 

are becoming a society of problems. 

You say, "Oh, we have so many problem children." No we have so many 

problem parents. It's not juvenile delinquents who are destroying us, 

it's adult delinquents. Fifth grade children sell drugs but White House 

aides buy them. We're filthy from the tops of the country to the lowest 

part of the land. The elite to the illiterate. This country has turned 

her back on God. We are guilty of abusing our children not simply phy

sically but spiritually. We have forsaken our children. We are guilty 

of leaving them. I remember picking up Parade magazine and they talked 

about thousands and thousands of runaways every year. Do you know that 

ever major city in America, we are told, has somewhere between 5 and 10 

thousand, even as high as 20,000 teenagers walking the streets at night 

with no place to live. They have run away from home. They're runaways. 
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But Parade pointed out that many of them are throwaways. Their parents 

don't want them. They want them to go away and not come back. 

Parade magazine writer one: When we wrote this article, we found out 

that a surprising number of kids in this country have been kicked out by 

their parents. Just told to get out. We don't want you anymore. 

Parade magaine writer two: Many of them are victims of child abuse, both 

physical and mental, I can think of one boy we talked to, his mother said, 

"Get out!" and took a knife and slashed at him. He was so upset, he did 

not realize till he got out and was on the street. He looked down and his 

hand had been slashed and was bleeding. Another boy as he was leaving, 

his father was beating him with a football helmet. You know, slamming it 

into him, saying, "Get out! Get out! I don't want you here!" 

Parade magazine writer one: Runaway kids don't come from any one segment 

of the society. They come from all over. There are rich kids who are 

thrownaway and poor kids. Sometimes in poor families there's an economic 

problem of just too many kids and sometimes it's solved by saying to one 

of the kids, "Just get out. We just can't afford to feed you anymore," 

Parade magazine writer two: A rich person's way of throwing away a child 

might be to have the child committed to a mental institution or just sent 

away to a boarding or military school. It's one way of not dealing with 

the child. 
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Parade magazine writer one: I think the throwaway situation comes about 

by the daily frustrations that the parent and child might face. Tensions 

in the family either the parent can't cope or the child can't cope. Eco

nomic stresses, a parent remarrying and the child not getting along with 

the new step-parent. There's many reasons underlying throwaways. 

Parade magazine writer two: When we first started writing the article, we 

were of course surprised at the number of throwaways there are. But I 

think even more than that when we first started to find there was such a 

thing as throwaways. The first person who mentioned it to us, I would 

say we were shocked. 

Parade magazine writer one: As a matter of fact we thought we'd have tro-

ble finding throwaway children. We just thought they couldn't exist. We 

would have trouble finding them. But that wasn't the case at all. There 

was a national study done in 1975 called the National Statistical Survey 

which indicated that something like 70,000 children had been thrownaway 

that year. The second part of the study said that probably that was a 

low figure. Probably twice as many were on the streets. 

Parade magazine writer two: We've written articles on many different sub

jects. Yet I think this definitely, this is an article that sticks out 

in my mind because of the kids we were dealing with and the pain in the 

families. Not just the children but in many cases the parents also, I 

found it was a depressing article to do. After talking to the kids, I 

would go home and just really feel terrible and think what are the answers 
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to these questions. I don't know that there is one. 

James Robison: I saw another program on television called "The Little 

Ladies of the Night." A little girl had runaway from home and she called 

her mother. She was dripping wet in a telephone booth and she was shiver

ing cold. She called her mama and she said, "Mama, I want to come home. 

I want to come home. Mama, I want to come home," Her mother said, "Not 

now, we're having too much fun." She was drinking cocktails and eating 

caviar. 

Listen, some of you folks here tonight will never have children run

away from home like that. You're children are going to die at home spir

itually. Because you've forsaken them. You've neglected them spiritual

ly. You've abused them by not giving them love, by not giving them devo

tion, by not giving them the dedicated lifestyle that points them to how 

to live and by not giving them discipline that their heart demands and 

their life needs. You've neglected them. Spiritual abuse is the biggest 

problem in our country. We've turned our back on God that's what's wrong 

with our children. You see today parents are fighting with their children 

and they're living for the world. When they should be fighting the world 

and living for their children. We're so involved in our own lifestyle, 

parents act like children, like a bunch of kids. We've never learned how 

to live. Why do we have the welfare rolls so filled with people? You 

say because of unemployment. No, not because of unemployment but because 

of unskilled labor, people can't hold a job. You want to know why because 

they flunked home. They failed home. They failed home and they can't 

work in today's world. Friend you may fail many tests in your life but 
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you'd better not fail home. You'd better not fail family because that's 

how you learn to relate. But you see we are not learning in our homes 

anymore. Our homes are deteriorating. Parents don't love children. You 

know what children are? They are not the product of a love relationship. 

They are the product of a sex relationship, I'll guarantee you the pro

duct of a sex relationship is a problem and that's why. 

Abortion now is acceptable. It's the problem we've created with im

purity. So we want to get rid of these unwanted babies. Pills, abortion 

take care of it. See we are having children now because of a sex rela

tionship not because of a love relationship. Hey the result of a love 

relationship is a child you love and cherish. It's a joy. The product of 

a sex relationship is a nuisance and a bother. Slows down the jet set. 

Slows down the swingers. Can't party as much. Can't be irresponsibile 

as much. Little kids get in the way. That's why they tell them to "Shut 

up. Shut up. Why don't you stop crying? Why don't you quit crying? 

Why don't you hush?" Little children are nervous wrecks. They need tran

quilizers. They're upset all the time because mother and daddy are fall

ing apart. We've neglected our children. 

Listen to me, friend, I'm talking to church people too. You've sub

stituted sending them to church for spiritual life at home. You've sub

stituted sending them to school for training them and teaching them at 

home. You've substituted the discipline of someone else, maybe the dis

cipline of life's experiences, to training them with concerned hearts. 

This nation is falling apart and it's falling apart fast because when 

your families are crumbling the society is collapsing. Could a person 

be guilty of any greater wickedness than to bring into this life and into 
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this world a little child and then live in such a disgraceful way that 

that little child dies and goes to hell. Not only goes to hell but lives 

in hell on earth. God help us. Isn't it shocking to realize that most 

of those boys buried in Houston in the sex slayings, sex perversion ring, 

most of them had never been reported missing. Did you hear what I said 

most of them had never been reported missing and they'd been in the grave 

for years—years. Nobody missed them, God help us. 

God helps us mother and daddy. You've forsaken your children many 

of you all over this nation. We've left them. We've deserted them. You 

know what the saddest sound in America is weekly? Sad sound. You know 

what it is? It's a child walking in the house after school. Did any of 

you ever do this as a youngster? Some of you folks who are a little old

er. Did you ever come in after school and say, "Mom, mom, mother." That 

is the first thing a kid says when he comes home. "Mother." Mom says, 

"I'm in here." "What are you doing in there?" "I'm just in here." "Well, 

come here. Mom." "No, you come on in here." You know there's no way mom 

can greet a kid in an unpleasant way when they just say I'm here. Mom's 

here. Mom's here. You know what kids all over America hear now when they 

come home. "Mom, mom, mother." They hear an empty echo. A hollow sound. 

An empty house. Mother's getting ahead. Daddy's getting ahead. We're 

climbers and the kid's left alone. The kid left alone will soon be so 

very much alone, A kid left without direction will soon be in Satan's 

playpen because that's where Mom is most likely. 

Oh, you say, what if we have to work? The kid knows. The problem is 

most of us don't have to work. We want to work because we want stuff, I 

will tell you something, Mama, I know we live in an age of women's liber

ation. Brother, I want to tell you something tonight, God created women 
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equal with men not men above women. We're all equal. I'm going to talk 

more about that in a minute. But I'm going to tell you this, ladies, if 

you aspire to being a millionaire, if you aspire to be a corporate head, 

if you succeed in being President of the United States of America, you 

still take second place to the mothers and housewives in this nation. 

I'm here to tell you no one rises and is superior to a housewife and a 

mother. I'll tell you it takes more wisdom, more ingenuity, more organi

zational ability, more administrative ability, more patience, more know 

how, more knowledge than being the President of Exon Corporation, any oil 

company. General Motors or any other corporation on this earth, it takes 

more for a woman to be a mother and a housewife, I take my hat off to 

all the mothers and the people in this country who believe that being a 

mother and a housewife is still a prestigious position in America life. 

I believe that. Thank God for you. Don't you ladies every answer, "I'm 

just a housewife." You look at them and say, "I'm a housewife!" 

You know what the saddest sight in America is, saddest sound's an 

empty house indicating empty hearts. My children have never come home to 

an empty house. Never. And I travel more than just about anyone you 

know. If my wife's not home, somebody that knows how to love children is 

there when my kids come home. We don't leave our kids unattended and we 

have good kids. But we don't turn them loose in the hands of the world. 

I was interviewed one night and I commented to the interviewer. I 

said, "I sure like the little saying you put on the screen at night. 

Parents do you know where your children are?" He said, "Yes, we've had 

quite a few calls on that. People keep calling in and saying. Why don't 

you put the right question on? Children do you know where your parents 

are?" 
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Conversation of children playing on the sidewalk: Is you mother home? 

No. Did you eat any dinner? No. Isn't anybody home? No. Do you know 

when Mom's going to be home? I don't know. 

Catherine Simpson, an abused child; As a child I was beaten, verbally 

abused and shut in a cupboard. The cupboard is what sticks out in my mind 

most because it was a very samll area. Sometimes I'd be in there all eve

ning with no food. My father didn't stop there. He beat me in front of 

my friends. He beat my mother, my brothers and my sister. My mother 

couldn't do anything because she was too weak. Sometimes I'd come home 

from school and there would be my brothers and sister sitting on the step, 

sometimes in the pouring rain. Nobody to let them in because mother had 

taken off and father was off some place else. But he'd get my mother to 

come back somehow, usually using us as an excuse. Sure enough she'd come. 

Everything would be fine for a very short time and then the beatings 

would start again. Somehow I thought that's all there was to life. That 

was the way things were. You get a daily beating and there was nothing 

more to it. But I wanted to get away, I knew that much. I finally did. 

But I still had a tremendous amount to deal with at that time. 

James Robison: We've got to have Christian homes, folks. You know what 

a Christian home is? You say that's a home where we pray? It's a home 

where you read the Bible? It's a home where you go to church? No, that's 

not what a Christian home is, that's not what a Christian home is. You 

say what's a Christian home? A Christian home is a home where everybody 

fits into the right place, assumes the right responsibility, and becomes 
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a spiritual success in the eyes of God, You say what is a success? You 

want a definition of success? I'm going to give it to you and it's an 

accurate definition. Success is what you become in light of what God de

signed you to be. That's success. Don't say you're a success because 

you made a million dollars. Some of the biggest failures on this earth 

are failing in riches. I can take you to the wealthiest neighborhoods in 

America and show you more misery per square inch than you'll see in pov

erty areas. The rich, the elite, brother, many miserable, miserable. 

Don't say you're a success because you've achieved. Brother, you want to 

know how to become a success, you just find God's place for you in life 

and fill it by allowing Him to fill you with His glory. You get in the 

right position. 

You see Satan is a perverter. He's a distorter. What he wants to 

do is get you out of place. See he likes to twist things and pervert 

things. He wants men to love men and women to fall in love with women. 

See there's nothing natural about that. He'd a perverter. The annihila

tion of the race would be the immediate result of men making physical 

love to men and women making physical love to women. God never intended 

it that way, but Satan wants to get us to do it that way. He's not only 

doing that, he's twisting us up in the church. 

You want to know why when there's such an important subject as the 

home, seemingly, there is little said about it in the New Testament? Be

cause everything God said about the church, he intended for the family 

also. He expects his church to be like a family and He expects your fam

ily to be like a church. Preachers quit messing around in business and 

do God's work we could get this country straightened out. We've got too 
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many hirelings in the pulpit when God wants shepherds in the pulpits. 

Too many preachers trying to be businessmen and too many businessmen try

ing to act like preachers. Some of them even surrendering to preach and 

God never called them to preach. Some guy said, "Well, God called me to 

preach." Someone said, "How do you know?" He said, "Well, I was out 

plowing in the field and I saw PC in the sky," After they heard him 

preach, they said, "That PC meant plow corn." 

God doesn't call you to do something he doesn't equip you to do. 

You fit into the right place. Your body would look funny with a leg stick

ing out of your shoulder. A leg doesn't belong up here, it belongs down 

here. How would you like to have a finger sticking out where your nose 

is? Some of you say I think I do. Look funny with your nose over here 

on the side of your head, wouldn't you? You see you take a part of the 

body and get it out of position and you've got a freak. You take the fam

ily of God and you get somebody out of position, you've got a freak. You 

have a spiritual freak. That's what we've got today. We've got women 

trying to assume the man's role. The reason we do is because we've got 

to many chicken-hearted men that won't assume the man's role. Well, I 

guarantee you ladies won't have any trouble following a man who'll act 

like a man instead of a sissy, 

God never intended for a woman to run the house. Never intended her 

to be the leader. God never intended for a man to run over a woman either. 

Brother, if there's anything that's as bad as a child abuser, it's someone 

who beats up on women. I don't mean just physically, I mean just treat 

them bad. There's nothing more lovely, more beautiful, more worthy of re-

pect on this earth than a woman, a girl, a lady. Bless God. I'm so glad 
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God knew what he was doing when he made woman for man. Didn't He do beau

tifully? You know what man would have done if he'd done the creating 

don't you? He'd have made himself a buddy. He'd a had him a pal. I like 

the way God did it. Oh, He did so well, so fine. You say I think you 

like girls. How'd you ever guess. Bless God they're lovely. Don't you 

ever apologize if you're an ail-American, red-blooded man and you've got 

enough sense to know God did a lovely thing when he made a lady. 

Praise God for you ladies. I'll fight hell, the devil and perverts 

for your name's sake, I love you ladies, I bless God for you but don't 

try to be men. It's silly. Surgery won't fix you. It just won't do it. 

I want you to know political issues won't ever make a man out of you 

either. God never intended a woman to fill the role of a man nor a man 

to fill the role of a woman. You can't do it. 

You know what the only hope for America is? It's Christian homes. 

A Christian home is not a place where you just pray together. A Christ

ian home is a place where everybody fits into there proper position and 

their proper place and their proper role in life. That means that the 

man and the father is to be the spiritual leader and the sacrificial lover 

of his wife and family. The Bible teaches the woman is to be the submis

sive helpmate to her husband and guide and lover of the children. The 

scripture teaches us in Ephesians, If you want the key to a Christian 

home first of all you've got to be a Christian, We've got too many peo

ple claiming to be Christians who are not saved. You become a Christian 

by giving your life to Jesus Christ, You become a Christian by admitting 

that Jesus is not in your life, by admitting that you're a sinner and you 

are selfish. A lot of time, a lot of talent wasted and you've wasted your 
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children. You've sown some seeds that will ultimately destroy you and de

stroy your children. You need to be willing to admit to God I've failed. 

You need to turn as a young person, a boy or a girl, and say God I've 

failed but I want to trust Jesus. Hear me please. Jesus Christ died for 

you on a cross and shed his blood for you. He was buried and he was 

raised by the power of God on the third day and when he came out of the 

grave, he ascended into heaven. His spirit remained here in spiritual 

power to indwell and fill your life, to transform you and make you like 

Jesus, That means he'll teach you how to love. He'll teach you how to 

lead. He'll teach you how to be a man because, believe me, until Jesus 

comes in, you're not all there. Man was not made to live without God. 

You've got to let Jesus come in and fill your life. You've got to have 

him. 

As a woman you need Jesus to teach you to love, to teach you to have 

compassion. As a teenager you need Jesus to fill your life with meaning 

and purpose and direction. You need to be saved. To have a Christian 

home, you've got to be a saved member of the family. Second, you've got 

to be spirit-filled members of the family. They're many people who know 

Jesus Christ but are not spirit-filled. I want you to listen to the Word 

of God, What God's Word says. Listen to it closely. In Ephesians chap

ter 5 it says, "Be not drunk with wine, which is excess, but be filled 

with the spirit. I want you to speak to one another in psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs. I want you to make melody in your hearts. I want you 

to be happy and give thanks always for all things unto God the Father in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ," You can't do that if He's not your 

Lord. 
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At our house, man, church is dull compared to home. I like home. I 

promise your church will never rise above your home. Your church will 

never be more spiritual than the homes and the families that constitute 

the church membership. Brother, I'm telling you it's exciting to have a 

Christian home. It s exciting to have love and joy and peace and speak to 

one another in love and joy. The Bible says you're to be "spirit-filled." 

The Bible says you're "to submit yourselves one to another in the fear of 

the Lord. Wive submit to your husbands. Husbands love your wives like 

Christ loved the church. Husbands are the head of the wife and the home 

as Christ is the head of the church. 

Men you've got to teach your children the Bible. You've got to point 

your children in the right direction. You've got to comfort your wife 

and give her security. God wants the man to be the spiritual leader and 

sacrifical lover. Do things with your wife, love your wife, sacrifice 

for you wife. Wives you be submissive. You say here goes that submis

sive kick, God made you equal. You say you just said God wanted the man 

to be the leader. That doesn't mean you're not equal. You say what does 

it mean? It doesn't mean subjection. It doesn't mean slavery. It does 

not mean servitude. It doesn't mean blind, stupid obedience. Brother, 

it means with a submissive quiet spirit she seeks to help her husband be 

all that God wants him to be and help those children be all God wants them 

to be. 

Nobody can take the place of a mother. Nobody can love a little kid 

that's in trouble like a mama can. Mama can comfort that little kid. 

Daddy just can't do it the same. A little boy's mama died. The little 

boy went to bed and the daddy covered him up. Daddy went out of the room 
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and he heard his little boy crying. He was saying, "I sure wish I had my 

mama," Daddy got up and went back in there and said, "What's wrong son?" 

He said, "Daddy, I believe this is the darkest night I've ever seen." 

Daddy picked his little boy up and carried him in the other roon. He 

said, "I can't hold you like mama, son. I can't love you like mama, but 

I'm going to do the best I can," The little boy was lying there by his 

Daddy. He rolled over and said, "You know Daddy, it just doesn't seem 

quite as dark anymore," Daddy tried to fill the place. 

Folks, we don't seem to know how to love anymore in our country. It 

seems all we know is how to hate. God wants us to be spiritual parents. 

God says, "Bring your children up in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord. Don't provoke them to anger and disgust." God says, "I want you 

to train your children properly. I want you to teach them right." That 

doesn't mean just tell them right. It means show them right. 

The Bible says to a child, "Obey your parents. Honor your father and 

mother this is the first commandment with promise," It's one of the 10 

commandments. Hear me kids. Honor your father and mother. How many kids 

here are honoring your father and mother? Doesn't say agree with them. 

It says obey them. It says obey your parents and honor your parents that 

your life may be long. How many people are honoring their parents. Do 

you know this is a country guilty of dishonoring our parents? Honor your 

father and your mother, this is the first commandment with promise. Love 

them children and obey them. 

Do you want to shock your parents kids? Tell you what you do, go home 

tonight and tell you mother and daddy, "Whatever you tell me to do, I'm go

to do it?" Just go home and say "Mama and Daddy," or just turn to them 
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there in your living room, "from now on mother and daddy whatever you tell 

me to do, I'm going to do it because God told me to obey you. It's right 

in the sight of the Lord for me to obey you, so whatever you say I'm going 

to do it." NQW as soon as you awaken your mama and daddy who have fainted 

in the floor, (laughter) You get them up and they'll say, "What did you 

say?" You say, " I said whatever you tell me to do, I'm going to do it be

cause God told me I was supposed to do what you said and I'm going to do 

it." Know something? They're going to faint again. That night when they 

go to bed, you know what the parents are going to say, "Oh, dear Lord, what 

are we going to do with this problem kid. This kid's going to do anything 

we tell him to do. Oh, God we never had a problem like that before." Do 

you know that's the greatest responsibility and pressure you can put on 

your parents, an obedient child. It'll drive them crazy (laughter) or it 

will drive them to God, one of the two. I mean it, boy, it's a lot of 

pressure. They'll say, "Whatever we say they are going to do. That crazy 

kid's going to do whatever we say." That's right. That's why you'd better 

be careful what you tell them because they are going to mind you. 

Got a sad letter from a man. It was a long letter. Told me how his 

little girl rode the bus to church. Daddy didn't take her. He was busy. 

He got him a new job working in a service station and he was busy all the 

time. She said, "Why don't you go?" You know what she came up and told 

her daddy? She was nine. She said, "Daddy, you can go to this church. 

You don't even have to dress up in neat clothes because those people at 

church love everybody. You know something Daddy?" He said, "I'm tired," 

She said, "you know Daddy you always say your tied. They told me you 

could ride on the bus with me, Daddy. You can sit by me on the bus and 
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you won't even have to drive," He said, "Honey, Daddy's working on Sunday 

now. Daddy's busy." "You're not going to church with me Daddy?" "No." 

The man said my daughter got to be 11 years old and I noticed she wasn't 

going to church anymore, I said, "Honey, why don't you go to church?" 

"Nah, Daddy, I don't need no church." 

The handwriting became shaky in the letter. My daughter reached her 

twelfth birthday. She was in junior high school, I was working. They 

called me at the service station. They said, "Come to the school something 

terrible has happened," I went to a car. They were loading a body on a 

stretcher. It was my twelve year old daughter. The young people were 

spraying some sort of chemical into a sack, and then, they were putting 

their sack over their head. Then they were inhaling it. As she inhaled 

the fumes, they went into the brain cells of my daughter, and she went in

to convulsions. When she went into convulsions, her windpipe locked up 

and she couldn't breathe. They said she died in convulsions on the floor. 

When they examined my daughter's body, they found out she was pregnant. 

"Would you go to church. Daddy?" "I don't have time, honey. I've got to 

work. Daddy's busy," 

You too busy for spiritual things? You too busy for your children? 

You too busy to be a father first? A mother first? Parents first? Obe

dient children first? You're too busy! The little girl could have kept 

going no matter what her parents did, but she didn't. The daddy could 

have done right and he would have had a daughter, but he didn't do it. 

They didn't do it. They didn't do it. 

Friend, many of you are wasting time and you're loosing your life. 

You need to turn your life over to Jesus Christ, right now, right here 
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where you are. Don't be guilty of abusing children. Do you know what 

some of you are saying to me? "What if my parents have failed me? What 

am I going to do?" You ask God to forgive you of your bitterness. Some 

of you say, "I can't forgive what my parents did to me. I can't forget 

how my parents neglected me." But God can enable you to overcome it. 

You've got to trust God. Some of you parents say, "James, I don't know 

how to love right. I don't know how to be a spiritual Header." You obey 

the Word of God and you give your life to Jesus and you'll be able to. 

I was in Wichita, Kansas, when one of my staff members received a tele

phone call and received word word for word what had just happened that day 

in Dallas. When he turned to me and told me what had happened in the next 

few moments, I was kneeling by the bed. I lay across the bed weeping. 

For you see they had just arrested a mother, if that's what you want to 

call her. By the way any woman can have a baby, but it takes a spirit-fill

ed, God-honoring lady to be a mother. Having babies doesn't make you a 

mother. God help you, A woman and her husband, common-law husband and 

wife, had the baby, product of sex not love. The baby cried a lot at night. 

Did you know it just happens to be the basic nature of a little baby to 

cry at night? The little baby needs love and needs affection. The little 

baby is not selfish. The little baby needs love, needs care. 

You want to know what happened to this little baby? An 18 month old 

beautiful little chubby boy, you want to know what happened to him? Mother 

and Daddy started burning that little 18 month old baby with cigarettes be

cause he wouldn't go to sleep at nights. So they burned him, and they 

burned, and they burned him all over his little body. The more they burned 

him, the more he screamed. Until the mother, oh God help us, the mother 
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took that little boy's fingers and stuck them in her mouth and bit that 

little boy's fingers off. Every finger he had, she chewed them off! But 

that's nothing. Finally as he screamed she sank her teeth into his little 

fleshy cheeks and she bit his cheeks out. Then they took that emaciated 

body to the hospital. No fingers, no cheeks. 

Boy, I heard that and let me tell you what I felt inside. I thought, 

dear God, how could anybody do that to a little baby? I'll be honest. 

Anger was my first response. But as I knelt, I began to see that little 

boy when he grows up. He's nine or ten. He's in school. The ends of his 

fingers are gone, Everytime he picks up a pencil he says, "Why did my 

mommy do that?" Then he looks in the mirror to comb his hair. He sees 

his cheeks. "Why did my mommy do this to me? Why did my mama do this?" 

I found myself praying for that little boy, I said, "Dear God, he's going 

to be full of hate. He doesn't understand. Lord. He's confused. Lord, 

when he looks at his hands would you let him see the nail-scarred hands of 

Jesus." I said, "Lord, when he sees his cheeks, would you let him see 

where the beard of Jesus was plucked from his face and where the tears were 

shed and where the blood was spilt. I thought somebody ought to do some

thing to those parents. They need help. But you know what God said to me? 

"James, James, I can teach that mother how to hold that little boy when 

he's feverish, when he's frightened. I can teach her how to love. I can 

teach those parents how to love that little baby." That's what Jesus can 

do. 

Friends, Jesus is the only hope for the homes of this nation. He's 

your only hope as a parent. He's your only hope as a child. Jesus. Jesus. 

He's the answer. He loves you. He loves you. Admit to him, I'm a sinner. 
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I need a Saviour. 

As we consider the horror of abusing children, there's nothing that 

can break our heart anymore. Right now as I watch people commit their 

lives to Christ, saying by coming forward, "I want God to be first in my 

life, in my home, I believe the family is important. I believe that I 

need to know God and have God control my life. Listen that is the answer. 

The only answer to solving the problem of abused children, of weak fami

lies, weak men and women who so desperately need the security of a strong 

family and a strong husband and leader, children who so desperately need 

a father, a mother who know how to care, is for the parents and yes, for 

the children, for grandparents, for each family member to personally com

mit their life to Christ and begin to build on the solid rock which is 

Jesus Christ, That's what we are asking you to do. That's what I know God 

is impressing you do to. Many of you would say, "I would never abuse my 

child. I would never physically hurt a little child," But do you know at 

the same time we say we would not abuse a child, we are neglecting them if 

we have not committed our own personal life to Christ. You see if you are 

not giving your children spiritual leadership, spiritual guidance and au

thority, then you've neglected them. In a sense, a very true sense of the 

word, that's a form of abuse. We abuse them through our neglect as surely 

as going off and leaving a little child without food and shelter. It's 

just as devastating and destructive to leave them without love and security, 

Perhaps, even more devastating because you don't see the horror of it near

ly as often or as quickly. 

Right now if you want to begin to correct the very serious problem of 

home life and home attitudes that are anything other than they should be, 
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you must begin by committing your own personal life to Jesus Christ, to 

be able to say to your children, to your husband, to your wife, to your 

parents, to your friends, "I'm building my home and my life on a solid 

foundation." Jesus called that solid foundation, the rock, hearing and 

doing His word. He's waiting anxiously to forgive you of all the neglect 

and all the abuse. 

Last year these television programs were on in many cities, thousands 

called to say literally, "We have physically abused our children." Many 

more thousands called to say, "We spiritually neglected our children." 

My father left me before I was born. He was an alcoholic. He left me. 

You see there are many fathers who haven't left their children, but they 

have even while being present left their children without spiritual gui

dance. Right now would you bow your head and simply pray and ask God to 

forgive you of your own sin, of your disregard of God. 

(Prayer df conversion, invitation to call for counseling, offer of Bible 

aids and encouragement to become active in a local church.) 

Scenes of children playing with the song, "Let the Beasts and the Children" 

playing in the background. 



APPENDIX F 

WAKE UP AlffiRICA; A JAMES ROBISON SPECIAL—1980 

Narrator: The American Dream, the good life for all. Look at that dream 

today. The economy is in chaos. We're strangling in inflation, sinking 

in the quicksand of recession. We're out of work and most of us can't 

afford to but a home. 

Young Woman: The economy gets worse and worse. 

Young Executive; Gasoline is incredibly expensive and it's going to get 

more so. 

Narrator: We can hardly pay for a tank of gas and many Americans can't 

afford to get in a supermarket line. 

Mother with preschooler: The cuts of beef I use to be able to buy, I can 

no longer afford. 

Elderly Gentleman: We seemed to be confused, we don't know what action to 

take. 

Young Man; It's getting out of hand and we have to do something. 

Black Mother: I'm too busy worrying about an economic threat in this 

country to worry about a Soviet Threat. 

218 
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Narrator: We are confronted and surrounded by a global menace so enor

mous, it encircles the earth. The delicate and deadly balance of 

has shifted, leaving us dangerously vulnerable. Most of our lifetime the 

world looked to America as the defender of human freedoms. Nov; the world 

looks the other way as we stand helplessly by, hands at our sides, publi-

cally humiliated. We face a super power whose motto says might is right. 

What is our reply? Wake up America, the dream's become a nightmare. 

James Robison: I am a reactionary! I react! I react to the burning of 

the American flag. I react to the assasination attempts on the constitu

tion of the United States, I react to the bureaucratic over regulations 

in this country, to the violation of the rights of the American people, to 

the tax-paid private lobbyist, to the invasion of my privacy and the pri

vacy of any other American, I react to wars supported for financial gain, 

to irresponsible voting in Congress, to the blatant compromise with com

munism, to prayer removed from our schools. Brother, I'm ready to do 

something about it. Amen and amen. 

Narrator; We're going to do something about it! You can join James Robi

son and thousands of others who care about this country to help bring 

about the changes essential for the preservation of our freedom. You'll 

hear from Congressman Phil Crane, a professional historian, Mary Crowley, 

a business woman, as she speaks on free enterprise. General Keegan, retired 

Air Force Chief of Intelligence, and Senator Jesse Helms, as well as other 

outstanding military, business, political and Christian leaders. Most im

portant the man on the street, those that are really concerned about Amer

ica. 
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Commercial for the vote sticker and pin. 

James Robison; I believe the situation is grave. I believe we are facing 

the most dangerous and dread times in the history of our nation. I have 

traveled across America now for 18 years, speaking in stadiums, coliseums, 

auditoriums, in churches, before civic groups and many, many times like 

this in a home. More and more I'm spending time talking to informal 

groups just like this, who've come because of tremendous interest and the 

deep concern about our country, 

I do believe that America is going to be destroyed. It's going to 

fall unless we immediately correct the problem of our past and present 

lifestyle. I think time is running out. I want to say to everyone of 

you here if we don't wake up and get involved actively and intelligently 

with deep, deep commitment, America is finished. Wake up America. I have 

said it over and over and I say it again now. We do not have the simple 

problem and yet very deep problem of 53 hostages in Iran. We have the 

problem of 230 million hostages right here in America. We're all held 

hostage. 

Phil Crane; I am a professional historian by training before coming to 

Congress, As a professional historian looking at the plight of America 

today, I would say the United States is finished. The Republic is doomed 

and Western Civilization doomed as well. 

Major General George Keegan; If we do not act within the next 2 to 3 

years, I'm convinced that this society will have become the shortest lived 
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in modern history. 

Dr. Adrain Rogers, Pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis: I believe 

we're at a brink. As a matter of fact I believe we're right at the preci

pice. It seems to me that America at this moment is in more peril than 

we were in 1941, 

Brigadier General Albion Knight, Sr., retired: The President must first 

understand that there is a problem of national survival and the American 

people must back him up in that recognition that the nation is in serious 

trouble, for we are. Then we have to recognize that we are in a condition 

where immediate problems have to be handled. Immediate problems must be 

solved, not problems eight or ten years from now. 

Jesse Helms: Clearly we are in the most crucial period in our nation's 

history. The next four or five years may very well decide whether the 

United States will remain a free and independent nation. Now I don't con

sider myself to be an alarmist but the new developments confronting the 

United States are alarming. 

Dr. Bill Bright, President of Campus Crusade for Christ; Our nation is 

faced with our greatest peril in history. There has never been a time of 

such dramatic cataclysmic crisis as I believe is about to come up on our 

nation. 

Dr. E. V. Hill, President of the California State Baptist Convention; We 
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have become a nation of unbelief. We don't even believe we have enemies 

in this country. We don't even believe that there are people who are out 

to destroy us. Because of our unbelief there is a rottenness that per

meates in the country every area of our life from the capital all the way 

down to the local home. 

General Lewis W. Walt, USMC, retired; I wrote a book called America Faces 

Defeat. If we continue on in the same vein in which we're going we do. 

Unfortunately about 90 percent of the predictions I made in that book have 

come true. 

James Robison; This is a republic. It is ruled and governed by a consti

tution. We live in a democratic society. We have the opportunity to vote 

and express ourselves. Yet many of us, even Christians, never exercise 

that privilege. The result of this apparent apathy and complacency is the 

total destruction of our nation, our family life, our society as we've 

known it, and a disregard of our constitution. Our judicial system is now 

so interpreting the constitution as to totally eliminate the spirit of 

constitution. We are militarily inferior. We are in deep, deep-seated 

trouble and world leaders everywhere are talking about the problem. 

We will not be the first exception to the profound Biblical truth 

which God stated in the Psalm, "The wicked shall be cast into destruction 

with all nations that forget God," We are not one nation under God, We 

have forgotten God. We have gone our own ways and we are eating the fruit 

of our own devices. It's death and destruction and devastation on every 

hand. Our only hope is return to God, 
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For many, many years I have preached the truth and proclaimed the 

truth of Romans chapter one, when God said in his word, "If you know me, 

and you do, and you don't glorify me as your God, then I will give you up 

to vain thinking, and professing yourselves to be wise, you become fools." 

That is exactly what's happened. We talk about our wisdom, we talk about 

our intelligence and our brillance and yet we can't solve our own domestic 

problems, much less the international or world problems, I've made the 

statement time and again, because we will not humble ourselves before God 

we will now be humiliated before the whole world, and we will be. We have 

to humble ourselves and admit we've failed God, Political leaders are say

ing this. World and business leaders are saying it. Businessmen are say

ing it. Preachers are saying it. The people in their homes and families 

recognize the approaching danger. It's apparent to everybody! What are 

we going to do about it? 

There's only one thing we can do about it and that's return to God 

and build on the one foundation upon which we can stand. The Bible is the 

one sound foundation upon which any sane stable society must safely stand. 

Jesus said, "If you hear my words and do them, I'll liken you to the wise 

man who builds his house on a rock. But if you hear my words and do them 

not, I'll liken you to the foolish man who builds his house upon the sand. 

When the trouble comes the house falls because it's built on the sand." 

America is currently building on the sand. 

We have been guilty of gross idolatry, God says, "Thou shalt have 

no other gods before me," He wrote that law with a finger of fire in 

tables of stone on Mt. Sinai. He gave His law to the world and he said, 

"Thou shalt have no other gods before me," To be perfectly honest with 

you we in America have made a god of our Federal government and it's true 
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one of the most awesome and destructive gods of all is the god of govern

ment. We have made a god of the Federal Government. We expect the gov

ernment to be the all provident provider of every need and every desire in 

the human heart. We turn to the government for help, we turn to the gov-

for the answer. But you see the government is not the answer and never 

has been and never will be. I have to emphasize this to all of you. This 

god that we've raised up is out of control and he's destroying us. God 

tells us that we'll be destroyed by our own devices. He told the prophet 

Jeremiah when the people were facing catastrophe, "Let the gods that you 

made save you, the gods you made with your hands", and they can't. The 

Federal Government can not save any of us and it's not the solution to 

the problem. 

Black Mother: People tend to forget we are in a depression. It's a de

pression as far as I'm concerned when it comes to our welfare, the econo-

ic status here especially among blacks. For my own black teenagers and 

other black males, unemplojrment is 60 percent. 

Female Coed; Of course inflation touches everyone. I went into the drug

store the other day, I bought a pocket comb, some toothpaste, a tooth

brush and a small bottle of hand lotion. I put a $5 bill on the counter 

and the guy looked at me and told me it was going to be $8.97. I couldn't 

believe it. 

Young Executive: You go to the grocery store and the prices are out of 

sight. Gasoline is incredibly expensive and going to get more so. 
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Young Mother with preschool child: I'm a working mother and trying to 

raise a child and a family with the cost of food today looks impossible. 

The cuts of beef I use to be able to buy, I can no longer afford. Things 

are getting so much higher in the store. Each time I go, I realize I have 

to spend $10-$20 more than I use to. 

A Couple; We're unable to find a house. It's been quite a while now since 

we've (wife interrupts with: It's been four years!) Yeah, about four years 

we've been trying to find a home. It just seems impossible with the rising 

cost of housing and the interest rates being what they are. 

Realtor: I've been in the real estate business going on 20 years now. Our 

business in the local area is down at least 30 percent. Nationwide I think 

is 40 percent or more. When the market is less than 5 percent that can 

buy homes, then the American dream has really been shattered. 

Black Realtor: I haven't been able to take a loan application for the pur

chase of a house in about five months because of the high interest rates. 

Ahh, the interest rates are so high that people that we would consider to 

be high risk, middle to high income, cannot even afford to buy a house. 

Small-business Man: In my own particular business, our bookkeeping depart

ment has more than doubled in just the last five years to keep up with the 

amount of paperwork that the government does require. 

Business Man: I've been in business 22 years in the midcities area and 
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the economy crunch is really binding down on me. It's probably the most 

frustrating thing I have ever been through since I've been in the business. 

Farmer; Well, I believe that the farmers are going broke in 1980 because 

of the high cost of living. Prices have doubled and tripled. Inflation 

keeps on going up. 

Middle-aged Hispanic Man: I make a reasonably good income. My wife and 

I both are employed. It's very hard to actually save any money. 

Elderly Woman: With groceries being so high and everything, I don't have 

enough money in Social Security to go around. 

Young Construction Worker: Right now even though I'm making good money, 

there's a lot of things I want to do that I can't do because I can't afford 

to do it. 

Young Woman; I don't feel optimistic about where this country will be. We 

are close to 1984, We're also close to 2000 and the prospect of the way 

things are headed is very frightening to me, 

James Robison; I am really amused sometimes as I hear people talking about 

the excesses of big business and free enterprise and capitalism. How our 

current industry won't work, western civiliation's emphasis on free enter

prise and capitalistic society. Lenin said, "Capitalism is doomed to fail

ure. It can not work." But Lenin was wrong. The freedom that we have 
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right now was based upon the truth that makes all men free, a desire to 

know God, a desire to worship God, a desire to be productive, to give 

freedom to the individual to worship God according to the dictates of his 

own heart, to be productive rather than sitting back and waiting for 

someone to take care of you like a parasite, to become a productive citi

zen. Well, you've heard the cry of so many, the rich have so much and we 

want to take from the rich and give to the poor, dismantle business and 

industry. What you're talking about clear and simple is socialism. 

But you're also talking about something that is diametrically oppo

sed to scripture. Because when you begin to look to the government to 

supply all your needs, you have raised one awesome, consuming, destruc

tive force, government itself. These people that cry out against big 

business don't realize that with the American tax dollar and with our 

lack of information and our lack of knowledge, we have built the biggest 

business the world has ever known. It's the Federal Government of the 

United States. No man can control that business. You've got to under

stand all our other businesses operate on a profit. They are all pro

ducers. If they don't produce a quality product, then they fail. But 

the government is not a producer, it is a consumer. It has nothing it 

did not first confiscate and take from the people. Then with the promise 

of politicians, bureaucrats and leaders in our country saying, "We're go

ing to give it back to you,", they take it from the people. Then they 

filter it through all the government waste and the government systems. 

So they give back to you far less than they took from you. 

People have got to understand the government doesn't produce any

thing. You must remember this, the government will either serve the peo-
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pie or the people will become the slave of the government. We will 

either bind the government or the government will bind us, 

Mary Crowley, President of Home Interiors, Inc.: One of the things that 

greatly disturbs me is the intervention of our government into the lives 

of people and into business. We have to continually work just to stay 

alive because of the many things that unknowing people are constantly 

trying to do to us. You know the interesting thing about business is 

that this nation was founded with capital. Yes, we are called by our 

enemies a capitalistic nation but that's an honor really because what it 

means is that people invest capital into a business, add their skill, de

termination, hard work and it becomes a productive company. All the com

panies in America started that way, very small, as did ours. Then when 

the government takes more from the profit of business enterprises and 

gives it to the consumers to buy goods and their buying exceeds the pro

ductivity, the foundation of the system erodes. That's what's been hap

pening to us for many years. So we have to turn that around and become 

productive again, 

Phil Crane: We must get off the kick of assuming everytime someone's 

defined a problem in society that there must be a government solution. 

The founding fathers never believed that because they understood one 

self-evident truth that I haven't discussed yet and that is that govern

ment does nothing well. If one starts out acknowledging that that is in

deed a self-evident truth and it can be born out by all history, that 

government does nothing well. Then how in the world did we ever reach 
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the sorry state of assuming that when we identify problems, we should im-

nediately and instinctively turn to government for solutions. Quite the 

contrary what the founding fathers envisioned was that we would seek other 

means first and if after exhausting the churches, our conscience, the var

ious professional and service-oriented clubs and organizations in our 

tion and all of our creative talents and imagination; if then we could 

not come up with a solution, then in desperation we might indeed turn to 

government because we had acknowledged our failure and our inability to 

cope. 

James Robison: Now we need government. We need controls. But the gov

ernment is the servant of the people, not the people the slave of the gov

ernment . 

Phil Crane: A government that can regulate our lives in all cases whatso

ever is a government that really is playing God with our lives. The 

founding fathers recognized and acknowledged that and they created a gov

ernment that was to be the servant of man. They acknowledged God Almighty. 

They indicated that we are created in his image and as such endowed with 

those inalienable rights that Jefferson spoke of in the Declaration, In 

turn government was to be the servant, to make us more secure in the pos

session of our divine inheritance. Then James Madison, the architect of 

the constitution repeatedly addressed the point that ours was a government 

of limited and enumerated powers. That the priorities were God and man, 

and government under man in that order. 

James Robison: Do you know why we will be so foolish as to worship a 
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government or a person on this earth? Because we've turned our back on 

God and because when we have a need, we no longer turn to the source and 

the supply of that need. We don't turn to God, America is a prodigal 

nation. Many people, right here, are prodigals. 

Jesse Helms: We have made a God of government. We have taken all of our 

problems and we have placed most of our faith in Washington D. C. and it 

hasn't worked. We are bound to know that our founding fathers got down 

on their knees and prayed for guidance when this country was created. Why 

are we so hesitant to do the same thing? If we do not turn back to God, 

I fear that we will not survive and I know that we will not deserve to 

survive. 

James Robison: When you consider education now basically through humanistic 

thinking and humanistic philosophy, we have dismissed God from our school 

system and from our textbooks. We've begun to teach that man is his own 

hope and man is his own Saviour and that God is not and that there is 

nothing morally absolute. These teachings have devastated us and they're 

going to destroy us, 

William Murray, Son of Atheist Activist Madalyn Murray O'Hair: Some 17 

years ago the Supreme Court decided that prayer recitation and Bible read

ing in schools was contrary to the principle of separation of church and 

state as stated in the constitution, I was part of that suit in as much 

as the original case to remove Bible reading and prayer recitation was 

brought in my name. Looking back some 17-20 years later, I can see the 
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err in judgement that was made in bringing this suit in the first place. 

I have apologized to the people of Baltimore, to the people of the nation 

and to God for destroying a small part of the faith which is the founda

tion for our republic and our people. With the crises that we face today 

it is necessary for us to have that faith in ourselves, that faith in our 

nation and that faith in our God, 

James Robison: When I stop and think of the issues that face us today. 

The difficulty of prayer without intimidation, the difficulty of even 

praying on the part of little school children in the schools, to even have 

voluntary silent prayer. It's as though we've said, "God get out. You 

are no longer part of our country!" It breaks my heart but we've said it. 

Jesse Helms: Well, I think it's absolutely essential as a matter of dis

cipline and as a matter of demonstrating the importance of faith in God 

that we return voluntary prayer to the schools. 

James Robison: For many, many years in my meetings, civic auditoriums, col

iseums and stadiums, I have made statement after statement concerning the 

problems that were facing our nation and the result of those problems if 

we don't repent which means turn from our ways and return to God. 

Robison Preaching in the MidCities Crusade in 1978: America is crumbling 

and I declare to you that ever manifestation that you see such as this is 

God allowing us to see the filthiness of the heart of America at this mo

ment, to see the deep spiritual need in our country for immediate repent-
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ance. We can wait no longer. There's only one thing, friend, that can 

save America and that's change every person one at a time by the power of 

Almighty God working in that corrupt heart. Twenty-one civilizations have 

come and gone in the history of the world and America would make anyone 

of these god-forsaken and fallen nations look like kindergarten children 

cutting out paper dolls when it comes to the filth, the sin, the corrup

tion, the sexual perversion, defilement and the stink. America is corrupt. 

She's drunk, duped, sinful, perverted and godless and her doom is as cer

tain as God unless she turns in repentance and comes to the altar of God 

in complete confession. Did you hear what I just said? America is doomed 

if we don't come back to God, 

The President of our nation would do well to put all of his present 

schedules and agendas aside and call this nation to some old-fashioned 

fasting, praying and seeking the face of God, Let detente wait, let SALT 

I and II wait, let China wait, let Egypt, let Sadat wait, let Israel wait, 

let Begin wait, let peace wait, it's a false peace anyvay. (applause) 

For the blackest day in human history may soon dawn in Dallas. A president 

died without our consent, but freedom of religion and freedom of speech will 

will only die with the silent consent of indifferent Christians. Ameri-

ans who remain silent in so doing allow the silencing of the Word of God 

without compromise in this nation. 

I am a reactionary. I react. I react to the burning of the American 

flag. I react to the assasination attempts on the constitution of the 

Unites State. I react to the bureaucratic over regulations in this country, 

to the tax-paid lobbyist, to the invasion of my privacy and the privacy of 

any other American, I react to wars supported for financial gain, to irre-
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sponsible voting in Congress, to the blatant compromise with communism, 

to prayer removed from our schools. Brother, I'm ready to do something 

about it. Amen and amen. 

We as Christians know something about principles. We know what's 

right because we know the person who established the principles. We know 

the lawgiver and we know the Lord and God. We know the truth that sets 

men free. You see freedom is not the right to do what you want to do, it's 

the God-given ability to do what you should do. That's freedom. Otherwise, 

you're a bondslave of the powers and forces that engulf us all. 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Russian author in exile, said time and again 

as though he's a prophet that we are now seeing the result of seeds sown 

through the years and we are so selfish, we're so self-centered, so unwill

ing to make personal sacrifices that we are literally dying of spiritual 

exhaustion. We don't have the stamina to stand against the Soviet threat 

and the might of Communism. What he said years ago has been fulfilled and 

what he's saying now in Time magazine, you're going to see it fulfilled. 

He's said to you, the American people, to us here, to all of us throughout 

America, somehow at the close of World War II, somehow we tipped out hand, 

somehow we revealed the impurity of our motive. Because we proved that we 

were interested not in freedom for freedom's sake but freedom for our sake. 

Once we had taken care of our own position, we didn't care about the free

dom of the world. That self-centeredness, from that point on with the tax 

dollars began to build up the military might and the economic strength of 

the Soviet Union. Now that Soviet Communistic Red Machine is infilitrating 

and encircling all the free world. 



234 

Narrator: (map of the world is pictured with Soviet Union in red and then 
countries they have seized turn red also) 

The Soviet Union is going to try to accelerate its take over of the world 

and it's subversion by means short of war but if they are challenged, only 

the Soviet Union will be prepared and emerge in their judgment as the sole 

survivor and the sole inheritor of whatever is left on earth. 

(News footage from Afganistan and Iran) We have a situation today in which 

we have seen Afganistan brutally assaulted by over 110,000 Soviet troops in 

what I think is the opening gun of the greatest global conflict in history. 

It is the opening gun on a 25 year campaign of the Soviets to seize control 

of the Persian gulf and its assets, to deny them to the free world. The 

tragedy of Afganistan and the hostages in Iran is very simple. The United 

States after 25 years of being the standard bearer of the forces of freedom 

fighters throughout the world had now found itself impotent, powerless to 

intercede, powerless to defend its interests but more tragically it is the 

result of 20-25 years of the deliberate appeasement of the Soviet Union. 

Major General George Keegan: As Chief of Air Force Military Intelligence 

for 6 years, it was my privilege to have access to probably as much intell

igence on the Soviet Union as any man living in this country. I resigned 

as the chief that I might protest to the American public and the Congress 

the facts they were begin denied by their government. 

Brigadier General Albion Knight, Sr,: The issues and problems facing the 

armed forces of the United States today are first of all and primarily 

"people problems". They're technological problems. We don't have enough 

spares. We have not kept our equipment up. We haven't had enough money 
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to do it, but primarily the problems are people problems. 

General Lewis W, Walt: All of our forces are undermanned today. We don't 

have the quality or the quantity of personell we need in those armed forces 

and it's a very serious situation. We have ships. We have airplanes. We 

tanks today that we can't use because we do not have qualified people. 

Major General George Keegan: The United States has frozen its strategic 

forces to some 1054 land-based missiles. We have allowed the Soviets to 

acquire twice the offensive nuclear power of the United States. As of to

day with SALT II the Soviets now possess 6 times the nuclear firepower ex

pressed in megatonage than does the United States. In the area of our abil

ity to defend the country with anit-bomber missiles and fighter intercep

tors, the Soviets now have an advantage over the United States of 47 to 1. 

Brigadier General Albion Knight, Sr,: We are in serious trouble today be

cause our Minute Man missile systems that are the strategic deterent force 

of the United States that we depend upon are vulnerable to a Soviet strike 

by only 300 of those missiles, 

Jess Helms: Nuclear capability of the Soviet Union is double ours in terms 

of practical effect. They can knock out our missile system. We can not 

knock out theirs. In the case of the massive Soviet build we have not one 

single defensive weapon to stop an incoming Soviet nuclear armed missile. 

Our anti-ballastic missile program has been dismantled. Funding for our 

new manned bomber has been cut off. The Neutron bomb has been canceled. 
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The Trident submarine and missile system has been delayed and the MX mis

sile system has been repeatedly postponed. 

Brigadier General Albion Knight, Sr,: The Soviet Union over the last 15 

years has been engaging in a massive not only nuclear arms race by an arms 

race across the board. In the last 10 years they have spent over $3 bil

lion more that the United States has on defense alone. 

Major General George Keegan: While we've been neglecting our military ser

vices, the Soviets devoted 20 years to building the most formidable weapon 

since the atom bomb, a subatomic particle-beam weapon in which streams of 

pulsed protons would be fired like lightning bolts into space to destroy 

our retaliatory ballastic missiles. 

Governor William P. Clements, Jr., Former Deputy Secretary of Defense: We 

in the United States face greater danger today than we did in December 1941 

after Pearl Harbor. 

James Robison: We will either seek the Lord 230 million strong or we will 

seek the Lord 50-70 million survivors, 

(Scene of an atomic explosion) 

We will either seek the Lord in our present freedom or we will seek the 

Lord in captivity. But we will seek the Lord, America's going to seek the 

Lord. I pray we seek Him before it's too late. Everyone in this room in 

this home, everyone listening to me watching this telecast who cares and 

only God can give you a burden for America, But I believe you need to be 
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willing to die if necessary to reach this nation for God. You need to be 

willing to give your very life. Listen your blood bought, someone died for 

you. We not only have redemptive liberty through the death and the blood 

of the Lord Jesus Christ but we have freedom and liberty that was purchased 

with the blood nad the death of our forefathers. Our finest sons and daugh

ters died on battlefield fighting for freedom. 

You may say, "Well, I don't believe in fighting." Well, thank God some

body believed in fighting for the right or you wouldn't be free. You'd be 

in bondage. You wouldn't have this liberty. Our freedom must be protected 

and preserved with the same vigilance and dedication that purchased it. 

You know what Jesus said through the apostle Paul? He said, "if you provide 

for yourself and provide not for your own, you have forsaken the faith and 

you're worse than an infidel," What greater gift can you impart to your 

children and those you love than the freedom and liberty that we now enjoy 

in this country. Someone purchased it for you. It's an accident that you 

are born free. You had nothing to do with the fact that you're born free. 

But you have a responsibility to live free and an obligation to die free. 

We must protect and preserve the freedom we now enjoy. 

It is scriptural to defend the faith and to defend right. I will never 

see these eyes lifted to behold another flag waving over the American soil. 

My blood will run at my ankles before they ever lift another flag over this 

native land, I will give my life to protect our liberty, I love my child

ren too much. Listen I will give my life for your right to disagree with me, 

for your right to say I don't agree, I will defend your right to disagree 

with me, 

I will make many mistakes but I will not make the fatal mistake of be

ing silent and doing nothing while this nation crumbles. I'm going to have 
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a part. We're going to have to become actively involved in seeing this 

nation turn back to truth. It is right to fight for right. People that 

say the preachers don't have any effect on politics haven't read the Bible. 

I'd like to say to every preacher in this country if your message you 

preach week after week, if what you preach, does not affect the way people 

live and whether or not they vote and how they vote, then you ought to va

cate your pulpit because it's a "sounding brass and a tinkling symbol." 

You have nothing to say. 

God give us prophets! If you read this book (the Bible), you'll find 

in the Old Testament and in the New Testament that God raised up the preach

ers and they not only preached to the people, they not only preached to the 

church and to the religious crowd, they preached to the rulers, the politi

cal leaders, Joseph preached to Potiphar. Moses preached to Pharoah. Jo

shua preached to the nation, Elijah preached to Ahab and Jezebel and the 

entire nation, Daniel preached to a foreign conquering king, Belshazzar 

and Nebuchadnezzar, two of them. 

Then you read the New Testament and you find John the Baptist preached 

to Herod, "You're living in sin,", and he cut his head off. Then you read 

the book of Acts and you find Peter and John facing the magistrates time and 

again cast in jail by the rulers, the elected officials, for preaching the 

truth. They preached that another than Caesar is king and another than 

Caesar is God, Paul, the apostle, preached to the governor, preached to the 

king. He didn't make pulpits famous, he made prisons famous. You know why? 

He disrupted the political systems with the message he preached because he 

preached another God than the government. He preached Christ. He preached 

God and God's Word. We need to do that today. Our preachers have got to 
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take a stand. The one gift God told the New Testament church to pray for 

was a truth-teller. Boy do we ever need truth-tellers today. We need 

preachers that will stand up and have no strings attached. If a preacher 

has a string attached to him, he's a puppet and not a prophet. God knows 

we need prophets today who will take a stand for God. It's imperative that 

we have these prophets. 

Dr. Bill Bright: This nation with it's vast material resources is keeping, 

hoarding what God has so abundantly given to us. Unless we become the salt 

of the earth and the light of the world, unless we begin to do everything we 

can to fulfill the Great Commission now, God help us! The chastening of God 

will bring us to our conclusion and to our loss of freedom. I believe that 

will all of my heart. 

Dr. E. V, Hill: We now have enough evidence that we are rottening. We are 

deteriorating. The military, the home, the school, everjrwhere we are dete

riorating and what we've got to do is to turn to the one God who sent His 

son, who is the one Saviour and the one way of life and that is the teach

ings of Jesus Christ, 

Dr, Adrian Rogers: Communism is an idea. You can't kill an idea with a gun. 

The only thing that will shoot down an idea is a better idea and that is 

gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, So not only do we need a 

strong defense, we need to get on the offense by preaching the gospel of 

Jesus Christ, 
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Pat Robertson, President of the Christian Broadcasting Network: We must 

have a moral revival in America, There's a crisis and as far as I'm con

cerned only God Almighty is the answer. If we turn to Him, He will hear 

and He will answer. 

Dr. Jerry Falwell, Old Time Gospel Hour; The major crisis in America today 

is a moral crisis, I believe what Solomon said a long time ago, "Living by 

God's principles exalts a nation to greatness, violating God's principles 

brings a nation to shame," 

James Robison: You know I look at a roomful of Christians. You say you're 

Christians. You say you're concerned people. You believe in the family. 

You believe in the importance of the home. You believe in basic Bible mo

rality. You say you care and you know what Jesus said about all of you, all 

of you who watch on television and all of you here. He said, "You're the 

salt of the earth," You're the salt of the earth, A little salt goes a 

long way. But you know we have some very unsavory places in this country, 

largely in communications, journalism, secular journalism, higher education, 

communications through the networks, for instance, the political arena if you 

please has very little salt. The good people stayed out. They said, "Poli

tics is a dirty game," You know why good people stayed out too long. That's 

why it's dirty. You know why it's corrupt? The decent people stayed out 

and complained. They didn't get involved and we've got to do something. 

Jesus said, "You are the salt of the earth." The average Christian is the 

salt of the church furniture. We're not the salt of the community. We're 

not the salt of the city, and we're not the salt of the country. We're not 

the salt of the world. We salt the church funrlture. We have literally iso-
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lated ourselves and built a wall around us and we go to church and the world 

rapidly rushes to destruction. 

Jesus said, "Look out there at the fields. They're white already unto 

harvest but the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore, the Lord of the harvest 

that he'll send forth laborers into the fields." You see we Christians need 

to get outside the church and go out there where the need is and give people 

th answer. You know Jesus said, "You're not only the salt of the earth." 

but he said to every believer, "You're the light of the world." He said, 

"Don't you put your light under a bushel," or under a pew or hide it in the 

church. He said, "You put the light upon a lampstand." Most of us have hid

den the light. We're not letting the light shine. You know why darkness is 

so intense? Because the light is so scarce. Darkness flees when the light 

shines and we need to let the loving light of our Lord shine on the politi

cians, shine on government, shine on business heads and laymen and mothers 

and dads, homemakers, and young people. 

The Christians have been too apathetic to care. I know some of you at 

home say, "Well, James we believe all you have to do is lead people to Christ. 

Ev.erybody becomes a Christian and we don't have to worry about policy and 

politics." But isn't that the height of hypocracy to think you'd sit here 

and say I believe in the righteousness of God and yet you won't even cast 

a vote for Godly principles in your country. You won't even take a stand. 

It's the height of hypocracy! 

Perhaps the blackest mark against the church of the Lord Jesus today 

is that many radical movements, many radical groups are now having a great

er effect on our country presently and in the future than the churches, the 

decent, moral. God-fearing people are. You want to know why? It's because 
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we've hidden the light under the bushel. It's because we haven't let it 

shine. It's because we've been so complacent that we just sit back and 

fold our hands and say, "Well, I hope it gets better, I want to do some

thing to turn my country back to God, Because I know that God is our only 

hope. So we've got to get involved. We've got to be actively involved. 

I'm reminded of what Isaiah said in Isaiah chapter one. It's so pro

found and I want to paraphrase it. He basically said in Isaiah chapter 1, 

"While the shepherds and the sheep sleep, the wolves have devoured the lambs 

and the land." He said, "If it were not for a remnant, a few people, we 

would have already been destroyed as Sodom and Gomorrah." He said, "Come 

let us reason together though your sins be as scarlet, they'll be as white 

as snow." God is more willing and more anxious to forgive than He is to 

bring judgment. He said, "Come, I'll make you as clean, as white as snow." 

But He said, "If you refuse and you rebel, you'll be devoured." 

I'm amazed that Walt Disney has done more to win the world with his mes

sage of entertainment than all the churches put together. Isn't that amaz

ing? The young people of America know more about Mickey Mouse than they do 

about Moses. It's because we've refused to effectively share the message 

that God gave us which is the truth that sets all men free. We must, we 

must share this message. Our only hope is the Lord God. To everyone of you 

watching this telecast, joining us here, these who are so concerned, you 

have the responsibility, you have the challenge from God. You talk about a 

cause to which you should be committed and for which you should courageously 

stand. It's the cause of truth and freedom and right and godliness and mo

rality and the family and the home and the future of this nation, founded 

upon freedom and the faith of our fathers, purchased with the blood of our 
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founding fathers. It must be perserved with the same diligence with which 

it was purchased. That means that we've got to be involved. I want to 

challenge everyone of you, everyone of you to whom I'm speaking, who've 

heard this message and you've heard the world leaders, military leaders and 

business leaders, political leaders and the common people throughout the na

tion. You've seen the truth and heard the truth that makes men free, God's 

Word. I challenge everyone of you to make a commitment to that truth. 

If you've never given your life to the truth that makes men free, then 

right there where you are bow your head and say God I've sinned against you. 

I've not magnified you as my God and right now, right here, in the living 

room, in my home, in my den, in a motel or hotel, in a church or a civic 

club, where ever you are,I commit my life to you. I want you God to be my 

father, to be the Master of my life, to forgive my wickedness and my selfish

ness, my complacency and my indifference and I make a commitment. I'm go

ing to be involved. 

A vote this year is a vote for survival. You need to vote prayerfully 

and intelligently. You need to be informed. That's why we've organized to 

get information into the hands of the people that want it. So many people 

ask me, "James, how do you know what the candidates believe? How do you 

know what the issues are? How do you know how they voted?" That informa

tion is available to you. The records speak. The candidates have spoken. 

Their lives speak louder. What they are speaks so loudly we can't hear what 

they say. If you want the information, it's available. But I want to chal

lenge you to encourage others to be involved and to vote. 

What a tragedy that so many Christians have not been involved. As the 

Gallup Poll revealed some 50 percent of the Americans professed Christianity, 
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Some 70 million or more of them, out of that group, or 50 percent did not 

register to vote, and 70 percent of them do not vote in national elections. 

That must be reversed! Because the wicked and the Godless are active. They 

are committed courageously to their cause. We who believe right, must be 

equally committed. I'm challenging you to be committed. I'm challenging 

you to pray for our leaders both the political and spiritual leaders of our 

land. I'm asking you to be involved. I'm asking you to involved others. 

I need to know of your interest. There are those of us who do care, 

who are willing, if necessary, to give our very lives to see you hear the 

truth and to see you respond to the truth and to protect our freedom. That 

is why we are encouraging you to vote and to vote prayerfully, to vote in

telligently. Don't sell out to the party. The party's not the answer. Get 

involved in a party, but don't sell your life and soul to a party. You know 

that politicians and parties are not the answer. Only God is the answer and 

God's principles and God's way. You've got to express your beliefs and ex

press your convictions and you must vote. 

(Commercial for vote sticker and pin by Robison) 

The Christian vote is important. Christians are going to vote. Con

cerned people are going to vote. The decent people, the family people are 

going to vote. Please be involved intelligently. Pray for me. Pray for 

this nation and be all means vote, God bless you and may God once again 

bless America because we have returned to Him in total commitment. 
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ATTACK ON THE FAMILY: A JAMES ROBISON SPECIAL—1981 

James Robison: There is a battle raging in this country at this very mo

ment and yet most Americans are totally unaware of it. 

Lew Hunter, writer: It's estimated there are over one million runaways in 

our United States today. Over half the patients in our mental institutions 

are under 21. 

James Robison: For the vast majority of Americans the struggle for the fu

ture of America is taking place without their knowledge or their personal 

participation, (Music over a street scene) Yet the battle rages at this 

very moment which will decide your future, your children's future and thus 

the future of America. 

Fr, Bruce Ritter: In the 10 blocks around this point, the sex industry does 

about a billion dollars a year. The police have identified hundreds of 

pimps that work this nieghborhood. They control thousands of young people, 

girls and boys, young men and young women. 

James Robison: Sometimes the battlegrounds are obvious. The stab at the 

heart of decency and morality as clear and visible as an open wound. (Music) 

But for most Americans the attack is sinister, subtle and gradual, taking 

place where we least expect it within the traditional shelter of our fami

lies, our homes. 

245 
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Gwen, A prostitute mother and drug addict: I had a son that when I'd wake 

up in the morning, he'd have me a joint ready. He'd take care of my two 

daughters. He'd make them breakfast and stuff so I didn't have to get up 

in the morning because I'd be out hustling all night. When I woke up in 

the mornings, I had to have a joint. I had to have my coke. I was addict

ed to coke. 

James Robison: The enemy is shadowy and illusive. The victim's painfully 

obvious—the American family. The wives and mothers, the husbands and fa

thers, the children, all are under relentless attack by forces whose avowed 

purpose is the absolute and total destruction of the very heart of American 

life. 

Narrator: Now James Robison presents Attack on the Family. Tonight a start

ling report that uncovers the pressures racing towards the total collapse of 

the American family. The people you will meet in the next hour are not iso

lated individuals. They are your neighbors, your friends, your family. 

Suddenly without warning the pressures of everyday life trigger an irratio

nal response in the mind of Thomas Walker. Dead—Mrs. Linda Walker. He 

then drives to their children's schools, takes them home to their rooms. 

Dead—Tracy, age 13; Tammy, age 11; Tommy, 9 years old and Nick, age 8. A 

senseless tragic waste. While not always so dramatic, yet just as tragic, 

the major problem we face today is the breakdown of the American family. 

James Robison: I am convinced that every American must become aware of the 

intensity of the problem. Because at this very moment, the structure of our 
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society is being dramatically reshaped. The very fiber of our culture re-

woven. The changes are so subtle and so sinister that most of us are un

aware of the magnitude of the changes taking place. As unbelieveable as it 

may seem, there are forces at work which are dedicated to the total and ab

solute destruction of the traditional American family. These forces which 

fight oftentimes under the banner of secular humanism, political movements, 

are committed to wiping out the principles and values most Americans trea

sure including the spiritual principles on which America was founded. Most 

Americans see the danger as something in the far distant future. When in 

reality the attack is taking place where you live, in the one place you 

take for granted as a safe haven from the world, your family and your home. 

Judy, Victim of Incest: From the time I was 5 years old until I was 16, I 

was a victim of incest. 

Wendy, Victim of Incest: At the age of 9 years old, I was raped by my 

brother. 

Diane, Victim of Incest: I was sexually abused I guess from 11 till about 

16, by my father and then it started with my brother, too. 

Narrator: It is unspeakable, terrifying and it's happening in your neigh

borhood, in our nation today. In our nation today incest has become a pain

ful fact of life. 

Dr. Henry Giaretto, Director of Child Sexual Abuse Treatment Program: One 
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out of every four women will have been sexually mistreated by the time they 

are 18. About one-fourth again of those will have been sexually abused by 

a member of their immediate family. 

Narrator: Dr. Henry Giaretto is the Director of the Child Sexual Abuse 

Treatment Program in San Hosea, California. Their offices take calls from 

parents and children daily. 

Treatment Program Telephone Counselor: OK and did he talk with you and 

your daughter. OK. You're probably feeling pretty frightened right now, 

aren't you? When I was in your shoes, I was petrified. I didn't know what 

was going on. 

Dr, Henry Giaretto: In 1971 I only treated 30 cases. Now we're treating 

over 800. 

Narrator: Incest destroys the joy of childhood, leaving a shattered, 

bitter, heart-broken victim. 

Silhouette of Incest Victim: I was sexually molested from the time I was 

3 years old until I was 13 by my father. I just felt like I never could re

lax in bed at all. I was always tense, I carried that fear through my 

whole life, 

Judy: I thought that sex and money was what made the world go round. I 

felt if you can't trust your own father, who can you trust. 
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Narrator; At the age of 19, Judy became a prostitute to forget her past. 

She turned to drugs, alcohol and sex. She attempted suicide twice. Judy's 

sister, molested for 10 years, has been married eight times and today is 

still under psychiatric treatment. 

Diane: Well, it made me feel I couldn't trust guys anymore. I felt that 

I couldn't share that with nobody because they wouldn't believe me. 

Wendy: I just forgot my dreams and started doing things that I wasn't sup

posed to do like drugs. The drugs were just to escape reality. Just to 

escape that problem. Just so I wouldn't think of it. 

Dr. Henry Giaretto: The child is never at fault no matter how tempting she 

might be. No matter how much she on the surface may appear to have seduced 

the father. He betrayed his role as parent and guide. 

Silhouette of Father: I was so devastated the next morning when I woke up, 

I thought it was a dream and hoped it was a nightmare. The next morning 

when I saw my daughter downstairs, I realized it was real. 

Back of Mother with a counselor: I can't believe it, I can't believe he 

would do that. I can't believe that something like that would happen to 

her. If he loves me why would he do something like that to our child—our 

child—our child. 

Narrator: The shocking fact is that many so called authorities today are 



250 

trying to tell us incest is proper and right. One political group is cam

paigning for the age of sexual consent to be five years old. 

The children of America face a relentless assault. Everyday the count 

of physically battered children rises, in a perverse epidemic of frustra

tion and bitterness lashing out at the innocence and beauty of an innocent 

helpless little child. Millions of precious children who will never see 

the joy of life, A two year old girl starved to death, A four year old 

boy with his head kicked in, A five month old baby burned to death because 

she cried in the night. Our children also face a battle for their young 

minds in a place we once thought safe, the public school. 

James Robison: Never doubt for a moment that the humanist philosophy is an 

increasingly important influence over your child's education. The attack 

covers the full spectrum from the blatant prohibition of prayer in public 

schools to the infiltration of the content of the textbooks. This room and 

thousands of rooms just like it all over America were designed to perserve 

and protect the fundamental principles for which all Americans fought and 

died for over 200 years. This room was never intended to be used to break

down the moral structure of the family or to corrupt and twist young minds 

to doubt and reject the spiritual and moral foundation of our nation. Yet 

that is precisely what is happening in American classrooms today. Not with 

a dramatic clap of thunder but with an insidious day by day erosion of a 

little bit more of each child's mind until principles, values and morality 

are forever tarnished and distorted. 

Norma Gabler, Textbook Researcher: This is a book that was submitted for 
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adoption for sociology for our state. It says, "There are exceptions to 

almost all moral laws depending upon the situation. Most children learn 

that it's wrong to lie but later they may learn that it's tactless, if not 

actually wrong, not to lie in certain circumstances." 

Mrs. Karen Davis, CW.N.C. Director; Many of the textbooks that are written 

with our tax dollars, funded by government tax dollars that you and I pay, 

are based on atheist philosophy. 

Mel Gabler, Textbook Researcher: Most of this is not done where a parent 

would open a textbook and see something blatant. Now of course, we can give 

you many blatant examples, but most of the books are subtly written where 

the damage is done just like dripping water wears away stone, gradually. 

Narrator: Listen as an actual textbook is read by a student. "Instead of 

making up a myth you may wish to try this. Pretend you are God. Make up 

characters for your story. When you are through, you may have a myth," 

Although we do have many good teachers in our schools, the attack against 

traditional family values leaves many students on their own. 

High School Male Student: I have to have the grade point average so I'll 

take the easier teacher. Then that's kinda sad because then you never learn 

anything, I've learned a lot of things cause you're going to learn. You're 

going to learn somethings on your own. 

High School Female Student: I've learned more out of school than I ever 
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have in school. 

Dr. Rousas Rushdooney, Chalcedon Institute: In terms of Federal statistics 

it has been shown that about 30 million graduates of the public schools are 

functional illiterates. 

Narrator; Mel and Norma Gabler have spent over 20 years researching text

books . 

Mel Gabler: Until textbooks are changed, there is no hope of the incidents 

of crime, violence, promiscuity, VD, and so forth going down because we are 

teaching our children to accept these types of lifestyles because humanism 

promotes situation ethics. Situation ethics lets each person rationalize 

for himself or herself what is right under certain conditions. 

Mrs. Karen Davis: What parents don't understand and don't know is that 

they have had our children for 12 years and very subtly, little by little, 

they have feed them that there are no absolute right or wrong. 

Narrator; The humanist philosophy rampant in our schools today believes 

children should be stripped of their outdated traditional values learned at 

home, that right or wrong becomes relative to the child's situation and 

feelings. The ultimate aim of such blatant manipulation is control of our 

children not by parents but by the educational system, the state. 

Dr. Rousas Rushdooney: Here in California the new bill purposes, I believe 
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we shall defeat it, that every child be put in career training centers at 

13, so that his future career can be determined and he can be told what he 

is to become. 

Tim LaHaye, Family Counselor: Their mother and dad should be the primary 

source of education for them. But in recent years in our country we have 

remanded this to the public sector of education. We've paid the teacher's 

salaries and trusted them to teach the principles of the family. 

Mel Gabler: The feeling within the educational establishment is almost ex

clusively that the day that a child enters school the rights of the parents 

cease. 

Tim LaHaye: That's why one of the biggest sources of conflict between 

children and their parents is the public school. They learn one thing at 

home and they get another standard to live by in the public school. 

James Robison: The reality of the attack on our children and on the tra

ditional values of the American family are obvious to those who want to see 

and hear the truth. Not even the conspirators are denying their ultimate 

goal. They want to change the world to accommodate a new morality, their 

morality, and their enemy is the God-centered family. 

Commerical by Art Linkletter: On October 6, 1969 an 18 year old teenager 

named Diane, living here in Hollywood, took her life. She was under the 

influence of LSD. She had experimented with it as a result of peer pressure 
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from her friends. This young lady had everything in the world to live for. 

She had just won a Grammy Award. She was vying for a television series. 

She was bright, beautiful, talented and a wonderful girl. Yet she took her 

own life, Diane was my daughter. How many other young people are there 

like Diane all across this nation? They need help. That's why I'm glad 

James Robison is speaking up about the pressures, the frustrations, the 

tremendous problems facing the youth of America, Most important James Rob

ison is also providing the solution. He's proclaiming to America and to 

the world the message of inspiration, joy and hope and the answer of per

sonal faith in Christ, He's written a book which you or someone you know 

needs right now. It's titled Attack on the Family. It details the pressures 

of our fast-paced world and presents the hope and peace found in Jesus Christ. 

James would like you to have this inspirational book absolutely free. If 

you call right now 817-571-9000 and request your free copy. Attack on the 

Family is perhaps the most important book your family may ever read. It is 

available now only through this televison program. So pick up your phone 

right now and call and request your copy of Attack on the Family. Thank you. 

(Drug scenes) 

Narrator: Today drugs and alcohol have replaced baseball and football as 

the national pastimes. We are producing a country without a future. 

Voice from a drug scene: Any punk will tell you there is no future. They 

don't think about it. They wallow in just now because they only have the 

present. 
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Narrator: Drugs have become an escape for a nation of ignored youth. Many 

parents too busy to stop and listen and love. 

Alan Kent, Policeman: It's not necessarily that the parents condone it. 

It's more so that the parents are just plain not aware of it. More often 

you'll have a parent that just won't take the time out to find out what the 

children do when they go out at night. 

Norman Miller, Ex-heroin addict: People have a way of substituting things 

for a parental relationship. You go out and buy a $500 television set and 

expect that set to raise your child. It's going to raise it. That tele

vision set is going to raise your child, 

Gwen; There was something missing in my life. I knew it because I felt it. 

I felt that there was something that I hadn't had all those years and I did 

not know what it was, 

Norman Miller: I think the one phrase that every child would speak, I would 

have spoken it then if I could have, "I just don't want to be lonely." 

Gwen: I wanted somebody just to love me for who I was, but there wasn't any

body out there that was going to love me. 

Narrator; Our children are faced with the peer pressure of taking drugs 

and drinking alcohol. It is readily available. The effects are devastating, 

(Scene of a girl on drugs) 
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PCP Addict: I walked into the family room and everyone was watching the TV 

set with their backs to me. Then I started firing the rifle. I was stand

ing behind my dad and I shot him. 

Reporter; Through the head, 

PCP Addict; Yes, 

Reporter; Then right away, 

PCP Addict: Almost instantly my mother. 

Narrator: In the U, S, today one of every ten high school seniors uses mar

ijuana daily. Thirty-five percent of all students use drugs at least once a 

month. 

Frank Reynolds, Teen Challenge: It's not all the illicit, illegitimate mar

ket that's the problem. We have a panacea in America that there's a pill to 

solve every problem. We've been sold that bill of goods. 

Mike, Young man: In my little plastic world, I could hide away from real 

problems of life for a while. Lie to myself and lie to other people and 

have what I thought was happiness, 

Gwen: It felt good but you always had to come down. Pretty soon I got to 

where I just wanted to be high all the time, I never wanted to come down. 

Narrator: The search for a constant high. The need to escape life leads 

thousands of children to runaway each month only to be sucked into an under

world of drugs, pornography and survival. 
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Teenage girl: I seen a friend of mine get her neck sliced. I seen her get 

killed in front of my face because of stealing $20 for a fix. 

Fr. Bruce Ritter: When you're 14-15 or 17-19 and you have no place to live 

and you're cold and hungry and scared and you've got nothing to sell except 

yourself, you sell yourself. 

Black teenager: If you wanted to get high and you didn't have a job or 

something to get it, well, you had to go out there and get it the best way 

you could. The way I was, was working the streets. 

Fr, Bruce Ritter: Estimates range as high as 600,000 teenagers are invol

ved in prostitution across this country. 

Lew Hunter: Hearing about the chicken parties in the United States today, 

where men will find from a pedafile a 10-11-9 year old boy and pass him 

around the party as if he was passing a cigarette from person to person. 

Fr. Bruce Ritter; A ten year old boy came into out center, a cute little 

ten year old kid. He brought with him the toy cars and toy trucks that his 

Johns, his customers, bought for him that day. He began playing with them 

on the floor of our center. You see he's too young to ask for money so they 

buy him toys instead. It is so much worse than that, so much worse than 

that. I really wouldn't care to speak about how bad it actually is. 

Narrator: The haunting reality is that anyone of these addicts, prostitutes 
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runaways could be your child. 

Mike: Oh, with a cigarette in my mouth, my hat cocked to the side, feeling 

a little light-headed and joking around, I could be the life of the party 

and nobody would know that I was crying on the inside and scared. 

James Robison: If you've not had the proper values, the proper foundation, 

upon which to build your life, you can now find that solid ground upon which 

to stand. The solid rock, hearing and heeding God's Word, God's absolute 

truth. Regardless of what has happened to you in the past, perhaps abuse, 

perhaps some moral problem, impurity, perhaps divorce, perhaps other family 

or personal problems. There is an answer. There is a solid foundation upon 

which you can build. If you would like to have help, a concerned person is 

waiting now to take you call. Please call for assistance. Give us an op

portunity to share with you that you may in faith build on the solid rock, 

(Narrator urges to call for counseling) 

Commercial for the book by Art Linkletter. 

James Robison: It wasn't too many years ago that the matter of abortion 

was a profound moral and spiritual issue with most women who faced an un

wanted pregnancy. Today it is maintained that women of any age have the 

right to control what happens to their own bodies. So many find their way 

rooms just like this to terminate an unwanted pregnancy, quickly and effici

ently with a minimum of inconvience, discomfort or responsibility. A human 
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life forever, eternally ended. 

• Scenes of children playing with the song "Life is so Good" playing in the 

background. 

James Robison; A human life forever eternally ended eternally ended 

eternally ended eternally ended, (A baby's cry) 

Narrator; This year in many cities over half of the babies concieved will 

be killed through a legal abortion. 

Feminist speaker: So we come here to tell the Congress that the lawful and 

peaceful phase of the women's movement just might be over. It's up to them, 

Narrator: Women in America today are being bombarded with the twisted rhet

oric that shakes the very foundation of our families that perhaps she is un

fulfilled in being just a woman. 

Toni Carabillo, Editor, N.O.W, Times: What ERA says is that you treat women 

and men on the basis that they are an individual and that you can not make 

a classification of them simply based on their gender. You have to do it 

in terms of function. 

Mrs. Karen Davis; The feminist movement basically denies God and denies 

that beautiful creation of womanhood and wants to abolish it. They want a 

gender free society. 
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Mrs. Phyllis Shafley, Eagle Forum: It takes away legal rights of women, 

wives, mothers, and widows. What ERA would do is to require every law and 

regulation to treat men and women exactly the same even though we know it's 

reasonable to treat them differently. 

Toni Carabillo; The agenda is one that could take another century to com

plete this is just a milestone point. If the ERA is not ratified, then we 

have to find another way of accomplishing the same thing. 

Narrator: The battle that is raging tears at the heart of many women and 

strains the very fabric of our country. 

Tim LaHaye: The family is the foundation of a civilization. If you loose 

the families, you've lost the civilization. 

Senator Jesse Helms: If we don't restore the family values, James, we are 

going to destroy the country. 

Senator Bill Armstrong: The future of the family will not depend on what 

the government does but will depend on the determination of the churches and 

other voluntary organizations, husbands and wives themselves, to strengthen 

the bonds of family life in this country. 

Narrator: In many cases the humanist philosophy leads women to question 

the value of their roles as wives and mothers in contemporary society as if 

these concepts belonged in another more primitive age. The resulting years 
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of frustration and confusion are often ended in a few seconds. 

(Scene of a woman jumping from a building) For this woman suicide was the 

answer. For others a destructive cycle of marriage and divorce, trading 

husbands and wives like so many baesball cards, looking alwasy searching 

for inner satisfaction. Today in the United States almost 50 percent of 

all marriages will end in divorce. The result is confusing, painful and 

lonely. 

James Robison: Women have never faced greater pressures than the worldly 

humanist philosophy places on them today. They are told that taking the 

life of their unborn children is morally right. They are told that only by 

abandoning their traditional roles as wives and mothers can they achieve 

complete happiness and satisfaction. The resulting despair and emptiness 

is taking its toll. Half of all marriages now end in divorce. Women are 

becoming unhealthier having more heart attacks, suffering more stressful 

illnesses than ever before. The plan of God for the family has an anchor. 

That anchor is the Christian wife and mother. The mother that's dedicated 

to her family and true to her faith. Jesus Christ when allowed into your 

life can restore the serenity, the joy and the satisfaction that God in

tends you to have. Give your life to Jesus Christ, Fulfillment, true ful

fillment can be yours for the asking. Find out what real happiness is in

tended to be. 

Narrator urges to call for counseling. 

Commercial from Art Linkletter for the book. Attack on the Family, 
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Scenes of the attempted assasination of President Reagan. 

Narrator: Today we are caught up in the pressures of a life so furiously 

fragile that we hang on the brink of national self destruction every moment 

The push for material gain and financial success has overshadowed personal 

responsibilities to home and family. For many men the stress is more than 

they can handle. The results are broken homes, increased violence, heart 

attacks and dropping out through whatever means possible. 

Steve, Young Man: I was to the point I was loosing everything I had. I 

lost my job. I lost my house. I lost my wife and kids. I wrapped my car 

around a pole and ended up in the hospital. It was all from alcohol. 

James Robison: Many of the people you've seen in this telecast have ser

ious problems, devastating problems, but they've found the answer. The 

answer is Jesus Christ, There is someone waiting right now, someone who 

cares waiting to take your call, to share with you and to pray with you. 

If you would like assistance in your life, please call. 

Judy; Nine years ago in this country where our motto is in God we trust, 

I had never heard that Jesus Christ loved me and that He had paid for all 

my sins, and that I could go to bed at night and I could sleep. I could 

have forgiveness and I could have total peace because of what Jesus did 

2000 years ago for me. He changed my heart. He took the tiger out of my 

heart and tank and put a lamb in there, Jesus took a heart of stone and 

made it into clay and molded it into what He wanted. Only Jesus can do 
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that. He's the answer, 

Steve: So I got down on my knees and I just ask the Lord, "Look, if you're 

real, please help me and take away these desires to smoke and drink. I don't 

want them. He did and I had a feeling of peace inside. I know God has 

everything under control, 

Mike: The best thing is He understood me with all my problems, with all the 

bitterness, confusion, hypocracy, you know dirt that was in my life, with all 

of that He still loved me whether I loved Him or not, I hope that what will 

happen in my family is that my boy and wife will know that their daddy and 

father and husband knows Jesus personally and that it makes a difference in 

my life, 

Wendy: From being miserable to the joys I have now. From being closed, you 

know holding that bitterness, that hate to the love I now have for people. 

He's done a work in my life and I'm happy. Yes, I'm very happy. I'm a 

happy person, I'm happy because the Spirit of God is in me. 

Gwen: I ran back to my apartment and I fell on my knees and I said, "God 

I give everything to you, the dope, the men and I felt so good. He's done 

so much for me. It's something you can't tell enough of how much God's 

done. 

James Robison; During the telecast you've observed some of the vicious and 

violent enemies of our family. As Art Linkletter has encouraged you to get 
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this book. Attack on the Family, I would also like to encourage you to get 

it. It will help you not to be able to isolate your family from the vicious 

enemies but to insulate, to put up barriers, a hedge, a protection around 

that family. Indepth discussion of the enemies of our homes and family. 

Many of the people that you have seen during this telecast had their 

lives dramatically drastically affected by the awful experiences which oc-

cured. Some of them have found a new way of life, a new meaning to life 

through Jesus Christ, You too can find meaning and purpose and direction 

for your life. There's only one answer to every need in every life and 

that naswer is found in the Word of God, that answer is found in the person 

of Jesus Christ, It's not found in religion. Religion is undoubtedly the 

most popular substitute in all the world for a personal abiding relationship 

with God. Doubtless many of you to who I now speak have been exposed to 

religion. Some of you are even members of a church, yet there's something 

missing, something lacking. Becoming a member of a church will not solve 

your problems. Becoming religious will not solve your problems. When a 

person comes into a personal relationship with God, they have a reason to 

be a part of a Bible-believing church. They have a faith to share. From 

the church we are able to reach out to those in need with the life-giving, 

life-changing message of Jesus Christ, 

(Call for personal commitment to Christ.) 

A man walked up after the service one night and handed me a letter, 

I receive many letters in my public meetings some of them have been the 

great blessing of my life. Without an exageration the letter I was handed 

on this particular occasion came to mean as much to me as anything I have 

every read. The man began sharing his story by saying, "Please share this 
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story with every father in America," As I share with you God is using me 

to fulfill the request of this man. The letter had to do with his little 

girl. The father began by saying when my daughter was about 9 or ten years 

age, she began riding to church on a church bus. The people came by deeply 

concerned. My little girl came home one Sunday excited. She would tell 

me what happened that day at church. Then one day she ask, "Daddy would 

you go to church with me this Sunday, please," The man said, "No, I'm tired, 

I work all week and I can't go." She said, "Please Daddy, you can ride on 

the bus with me. You don't even have to dress up just wear your regular 

clothes. Daddy, they love us like we are. Please go." I said, "No, I 

work all week honey, and I'm going to rest, today and stay home." The man 

wrote I stayed home and read the newspaper while my daughter left on the bus 

week after week. 

One Sunday she came in and said she had trusted Jesus and wanted to be 

baptized and she wanted me to try to go, I told her that was nonsense and 

I wouldn't go and made light of her decision, I got a new job and began to 

work in a service station. The new job demanded more of ray time but I was 

making more money. So when my daughter would come in and say, "Daddy, would 

you go to church today?" She would say it early on Sunday and I would say, 

"No. I'm leaving for work." I excused myself by saying, "I'm taking care 

of my family," The truth was I didn't have time for God and I had very little 

time for my family, I worked the service station and made more money. I 

never went to church. Finally I noticed that my daughter as she reached her 

eleventh birthday had stopped riding the bus, stopped going. 

One morning I received a call at the service station. A voice said 

that I needed to rush to the school. That there was a tragedy. As I read 
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the letter I was deeply moved by what I read. The man said I reached the 

school. Some of the youngsters there at the junior high school for my 

daughter had now reached her twelfth birthday, had been getting high by 

spraying a chemical in a sack, placing the sack over their head and inhaling 

the chemical they got some sort of a mystical high like you get from drugs. 

My daughter put her head in the sack and inhaled it and she went into severe 

convulsions. There in the back seat of the car in the school parking lot, 

my 12 year old daughter choked to death in convulsions. My daughter was 

dead. They performed an autopsy on my daughter, my twelve year old daughter. 

They found that my little girl was pregnant, James Robison the letter said 

I'm writing this letter as a father who never went to church with his little 

girl until her funeral. You don't know how much I wish I had responded to 

my daughter's invitation. You don't know how much I wish I had responded 

to God's invitation, I never went to church with my daughter. I never 

taught her the things of God. My daughter is gone. James I've given my 

life to Jesus Christ now and He's forgiven me. He's filled my life with 

meaning and purpose but I can never bring that little girl back. I can only 

hope that by your sharing my story of what God did in my life and what I put 

off until it was too late, it might encourage other fathers and mothers to 

take their children to church, to point their children to God, to lead their 

children to Jesus Christ. 

There are parents listening to me right now who would never deliberately 

abuse a child, neglect a child, never take part in the things we've seen in 

this telecast, who are opposed to the humanistic views that man is the center 

of life rather than God and you'd say I believe in God. Yet you've never 

taught your children the things of God because you, yourself, have never 
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given your life to God. Every moment you put it off it's a wasted moment. 

(Call for conversion and urge to call counselors.) 

Narrator urges to call for counseling. 

Art Linkletter offers the book. Attack on the Family. 

James Robison: (Offer of a Bible for donations) May God bless you and may 

God bless your family as you build on the solid rock. 

Narrator asks for pledges to receive the Bible, 

James Robison; America is great because God has honored the nation. He 

has honored us because we honored him and kept his commandments. America 

will remain great only if we continue to trust in Him. We will remain free 

only if we have the same faith and foundational spiritual strength of our 

founding fathers. May God bless America. 

Song "America", 




