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PROJECT STATEKZ-^:T 

The ultimate goal in today's society, in 

the field of education, is to educate every child 

socially, mentally, physically and emotionally 

with regard to his individual ability,-̂  

The outset of this project is to provide 

educational facilities that enhance the necessary 

environment for educating children with learning 

disabilities. This environment will help to 

exemplify a program of instruction with emphasis 

on visual perception, motor development with 

opportunities for self-expression and group social

ization. 
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PROJECT GOALS 

-To educate mentally retarded children, from 

ages 3 "to 16 in all areas of academic learning 

at their individual pace. 

-To promote self-awareness, self-confidence, 

and self-expression by motivating each child in 

his own strong abilities. 

-To administer physical therapy to children 

with physical disorders that frequently occur in 

correlation with learning disabilities. 

-To program a variety of activities, and to 

demonstrate all avenues of learning, for stimulation 

of learning experiences and self-satisfaction of 

personal achievements. 

-To maintain a parent/staff communication via 

periodic conferences to help relate learning 

experiences to the home environment and vice versa, 

-To help each child conquer his learning dis

abilities by emphasizing the preservation of 

human dignity. 

-To guide each' child to help himself to 

become a responsible citizen of society. 

-In general to help development of the vrhole 

person. 
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THE CLIENT 

The client is the Colorado Springs Independ

ent School District. The new facilities will 

alleviate the present overloaded facilities 

in the area, which can only operate effieiently 

up to 150 students. The new facilities will assume 

this load and will benefit the area by redistrib

uting the present load and providing improved, more 

adequate facilities for the area. 
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REGIONAL DESCRIPTION 

Metropolitan Colorado Springs is served 

by 7 public school-districts which have 10 senior 

high schools, 18 junior high schools and 65 elem

entary schools. Enrollment in the 7 public 

school districts is presently 63,000 as compared 

to 58,500 a year ago. 

There are 7 hospitals that total 1,350 

beds to serve the Colorado Springs area. 

Higher education facilities include Colorado 

College and the United States Air Force Academy. 

Colorado Springs, in central Colorado, is 

the County Seat for El Paso County which is a 

high retail sales county for the state of Colorado. 

El Paso County grew 6^.2^ in population 

from i960 to 1970 and n-c^.^ 109.^ people per square 

mile. Colorado Springs grevj 92,1^ in population 

in the same period of time and presently has a 

population of 171,000. 

The mean annual precipitation is 2^" and 

the mean annual snowfall is 6̂ ". There are an 

average of ^0 days per year of snowfall. The 

air pollution count is 2 tons per square mile 

per year. 
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Climatalogical datai 

Monthly Sunshine 

Jan 200 hrs. May 260-hrs. Sep 260 hrs. 

Feb 180 hrs. Jun 300 hrs. Oct 220 hrs. 

Mar 220 hrs. Jul 30O hrs. Nov IBO hrs. 

Apr 220 hrs. Aug 30O hrs. Dec IBO hrs. 

Monthly Precipitation 

Jan 1" Ma^ ^" Sep 1" 

Feb 1" Jun 2" Oct 1" 

Mar 2" Jul 2" Nov 1" 

Apr ^" Aug 4" Dec 1" 

Monthly Temperature 

Jan 20 F Ma;̂  50 F Se^ 60 F 

Feb 20 F Jun 60 F Oct ^0 F 

Mar 20 F Jul 60 F Nov 30 F 

Apr ^0 F Aug 60 F Dec 30 F 
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PROBLEM TO SOLVE 

Educating the iiducable Mentally Retar̂ 'ed 

(EMR) children requires assessment of each 

childs unique characteristics in order to provide 

the proper program of instruction.^ The etiology 

of most EMR's evolves from the follovring; 

- a genetic type 

- a result of injuries sustained during birth 

or postnatally 

- pre-natal or post-natal illness 

- nutritional deprivation 

- blindness or deafness 

environmental deprivation, e.g. lack of family 

or extreme poverty 

- psychological disturbance, e.g. schizophrenia 

- family history of dull-normal or lower intelligence 

Basic learning impairments that deal with 

mental disorders are agnosia, aphasia, dementia 

and dyslexia. Physical imi3airments include 

ataxia and ballismus. Eech of these disorders 

requires special training and development ir reading 

ta'̂ ks, recognition, motor skills, cognition and 

memory responses. 

These problems will be turned into achievement 

along with physical coordination activities. 

Developmental progress for each child will be 

achieved by a team teaching approach in conjunction 
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with proper faculty administration of the 

prescribed curriculum. 
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FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMErfT o 

Changes in the philosophy of education 

are now emerging. The purpose of teaching is 

basically to arouse the puioil and to direct 

his behavior into channels which are desirable 

such as the development of proper skills, useful 

habits, conceptual understanding, acceptable 

attitudes, personal appreciations and critical 

mindedness.3 Current philosophy in education 

point out the different educational values of 

activities and instructive materials,^ Audio

visual instruction by fg.r, instigates motivation 

more effectively and for that reason cannot be 

overlooked in this case. The mentally retarded 

child has basic problems of relating learning with 

ideas because of conceptualization toward an 

abstract sense© In order to sirplify the child̂ s 

learning process^we must relate his learning 

to direct experiences through the identity of 

people and things. The following Cone of 

Experience of Edgar Dale illustrates the direction 

of learning and stepping bloclcs towa-̂ d achieving 

concrete and meaningful experience which results 

in the child becoming educated.^ The Cone of 
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Experience demonstrates a î eans of present'ng 

material toward a meaningful education. Just 

as important is the order of the stages of 

a learning experience. In this case; the devel

opment of stages of learning is hierarchical. 

The curriculum for each child shall be planned 

and administered in the stages of the develop

mental learning experience. 
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The Cone of Experience*^ 
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\ conceptual 

perceptual-conceptual 

perceptual 

perceptual-motot 

motor-perceptual 

gross-motor 

The Developmental Stages of Learning 8 
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Gurriculumi 

Language and Comr"'unic-;tion; word recognition, 

writing skills,spelling, group discussion, 

reading, audio-visual presentations, lectures, 

games and show and tell in groups. 

Music< listen for pleasure, participate, audio

visual aids, instruments and voice practice. 

Arts and Crafts: drawing and pointing, weaving, 

sewing, models, puppet making, papercraft, games 

of simple organization, i.e. card, games, checkers, 

dominoes and listen to stories set to music. 

Sensory Training: visual discrimination, i.e. 

identify people, places and things, auditory 

discrimination, development of touch, taste and 

smell, games and. audio-visual presentations. 

Math i numbers, comparison of sizes, weights and 

amounts, concepts of shapes, games, concepts of 

time and calendars, recognition of money and addi

tion and subtraction. 

Physical Activities: indocr/outdoor games, 

exercises, physical therapy (when prescribed), 

films, health and sex education. 

Current Events: newspaper clippings, oral 

presentations, group reading, individual studies, 

citizenship, group discussion, audio-visual aids. 

Science: basic experiments, animal and plant 

studies, films, lectures and â d̂io-visual aids, 
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^hese facilities vni provide spaces for 

150 students and ^0 staff members to work and 

learn within the parameters of the stated 

curriculum. Besides these requirements^the mentally 

retarded child must have a special environjient 

•"or learning to facilitate his impairments. 

The immediate classroom environment is of 

crucial importance when approaching the teaching 

of these children.^ Such simple things as 

cluttered classrooms, noise, and improper 

seating placement can absolutely destroy a 

learning environment for any child)but especially 

for the ETIH's. 

Another classroom problem for slow or 

Retarded learners is over crowded classes. For 

this reason^and to cut down noise^these classes 

will be conducted with a maximum of 12 students, 

one teacher and one assistant. 

Classrooms will be oriented away from any 

possible street noise or other outside disturbance. 
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ARCHITECTURAL REQUIPEMENTS 

The classroom facilities will accomodate 

up to 12 students and 2 adults^ allovjing for 

flexible and expandable spaces. They will have 

storage cabinets for games, instructive devices 

and equipment, and ample electrical outlets. 

Floors shall be carpeted^ when possiblej f ô- noise 

reduction, physical activities and games. 

Lighting shall be adequate for reading and 

studying and adjustable for visual presentations. 

Temperature controls will be in each classroom. 

In each classroom, there will also be a desk for 

the teaching assistants. In short, the equipment, 

furnishings and built-in devices vrill be vers'; tile 

for a ch.,nging curriculum and for educational growth. 

Restrooms for every 2 classrooms will be used 

as an integrated part of the classroom for the 

convenience and needs of the students. 

An office for a speech therapist, one 

assistant, two testing modules and a conference 

room for 10 persons will be provided. 

The physical therapist will have an of-̂ ice 

with space for him and an assistant, a conference 

room for 10 people and a small .̂Tork-out gym and 
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a therapy room for about 1^ to l6 students. 

Allowing room for exercise tables, equipment and 

special devices,there should be about 1200 

square feet. 

Classroom teachers will have offices in 

clusters of 3 or 4 according to their interests. 

A nurses station will be provided with 

3 beds and space for emergency first aid equip

ment. 

The full time psychologist will have an, 

office and will share the conference room with 

the speech therapist. 

One small office will be provided for 2 rot

ating social workers. 

The principal will have an office located 

to help administer the curriculum and counsel 

students. 

Spaces for equipment for the custodian, 

maintenance and groundskeeper will be provided 

with direct access for each use. 

The school director will ave a personal 

office and an outer office for his secretary 

and his receptionist. 

A centrally located faculty lounge and 

restrooms to serve the ^0 staff members will 

be provided. 
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Mechanical equipment will be located away 

from classrooms to avoid noise disturbances. 
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PROJECT FINANCING 

These educational facilities will be a 

part of the public school system of the Colorado 

Springs Independent School District. Due to the 

nature of the project, 80^ of the eost will be 

absorbed from funds made available by an act 

approved in the fall of I966 by the Department 

of Interior. The remaining 20/̂  of the cost will 

be paid for by the Colorado Springs Independent 

School District. The Department of Interior also 

provides reimbursement of 80^ of the salaries 
* 

of all Approved personnel for the facilities. 
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THE SITE 

Six acres will be needed with good access to 

residential areas to be served by the facilities. 

The site will be away from major traffic thourough-

fares to eliminate excess traffic noise. 

Two of the acres will be relatively flat 

ground for outdoor recreation. It will be 

able to lend itself to shelter from harsh winds, 

and make available all the possible sunlight 

for the benefit of the users. 

The site and the facilities should be closely 

examined for a feeling of security and protection 

for the children and lend themselves to a variety 

of outdoor spaces. This could enhance views, 

terrain changes or greenery. 
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FOOTNOTES 

l)Dodavah S. Lawrence, A Programmed Instruction 
Reading Unit for the Mentally Retarded(Texas 
Tech College, 1966), page 1. 

2)Report of a National Conference, October 31 
to November 2, I966., page 79. 

3)Edward Goldstein, Selective Audio-Visual 
Instruction for Mentally Retarded Pupils, page 4. 

^)Goldstein, page 5« 

5)Goldstein, page 6. 

6)Marylou Ebersole, Steps to Achievement for the 
Slow Learner(Columbus, Ohio 1968), page 65. 

7)Goldstein, page 6. 

8)Ebersole, page 66. 

9)Careth Ellingson, The Shadow Children!Chicago, 
1967), page 82. 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
FREQUENTLY USED IN InEî T/J. RETARDATION 

achievement, academic - The level of skill attained 

in educational or school activities. 

adjustment - A state of harmony and adaptation. 

affect - A person's feeling or emotion, 

age, mental - Level of intellectual development 

expressed as equivalent to the average of a partic

ular chronological age group; usually as reflected 

in test scores, 

agnosia - Inability to recognize persons or objects, 

may be restricted to a particular sense modality as, 

for example, visual agnosia. 

aggression - Hostile, malevolent, or unfriendly 

behavior. 

ament - A term used to describe one who is mentally 

retarded, 

anxiety - A sensation of fear, discomfort, or uneasi

ness on the part of an individual. May occur in 

relation to the perception of an objectively dangerous 

situation or in absense of any externally dangerous 

situation. 

aphasia - Impaired ability to understand or use 

language meaningfully. 

aplasia - Absence, defective development, or atrophy 

of a tissue, organ, or part of the body, 

apraxia - Inability ot perform purposeful movement 

in absence of muscular paralysis or sensory.disturbance 

aspiration, level of - The level of performance or 

achievement to which an individual aspires on a 

given task or in a given situation, 

assessment - Measurement or evaluation. 



ataxia - Lack of normal muscular coordination. 

athetosis - A condition of involuntary, slow, writhing 

movements principally of hands and feet, due to 

a brain lesion. 

ballismus - A form of motor dysfunction characterized 

by jerking, twitching and swinging movements of limbs. 

chorea - A motor dysfunction characterized by 

involuntary, jerking movements of extremeties and facial 

muscles. 

comprehension - Act of understanding. The term is 

usually used to refer to a level or degree of 

understanding in a particular area of functioning 

as, for example, level of reading comprehension. 

congenital - Present at birth, 

convulsion - A violent, involuntary series of muscular 

contractions. 

culture - The characteristic values and other features 

of behavior of a group, nation, or race of people, 

defective, mentally - A term sometimes used as a 

synonym for mentally retarded. Also used to refer 

to those whose mental retardation is attributed 

to structural defect. 

defective, moral - A term in common usage in England 

which isused to refer to persons whose behavior consist

ently violates social mores. Such persons are 

not necessarily mentally retarded. 

deficiencyy mental - A term used as a synonym for 

mental retardation. Sometimes used in a more restricted 

sense to refer to those whose mental retardation is 

attributable to structural defect, 

defeneration - A progressive deterioration, 

dementia - Deterioration of intellectual functioning, 

deprivation, environmental - Reductions or lacks in 

environmental stimulation and in opportunities for 

acquiring knowledge ordinarily provided young children. 



deterioration, mental - A deterioration or retrogression 

in the level of intellectual functioning and in the 

level of organization and control of behavior, 

diplegia, cerebral - Paralysis or motor dysfunction 

of like parts on both sides of the body, 

disability, reading - A specific incompetency in reading. 

It is usually used to refer to a reading level below 

that expected on the basis of level of general intell

igence and age. 

dominance, cerebral - '̂ he tendency for one cerebral 

hemisphere as compared with the other to have a 

primary or predominant relationship to particular 

behavioral functions, 

dull-ncrmal - A term used to describe the intelligence 

of children obtaining IQ scores from 80 to 90. 

dynamometer - An aoparatus for the measurement of 

muscular strength. 

dysarthria - Defect of articulation; stammering. 

dysfunction, motor - Impairment or abnormality of 

movement. 

dysrhythmia, cerebral - Abnormality of brain wave rhythm 

as indicated by the electroencephalogram. 

dystonia - Disorder of muscle tone. 

ectopia - Abnormal position of an organ or body part. 

education, occupational - Training or education directed 

specifically toward employment. 

electroencephalograph - An ap-aratus which provides 

a graphic record of the electrical activity of the brain, 

endccrenous - Pertaining to mental retardation attrib-

utable to familial factors without demonstrable 

structural defect of the brain, 

exc^enous - Pertaining to mental retardation attrib

utable to external causes with demonstrable structural 

defect of the brain. 

epilepsy - A cerebral disorder manifrsted by transient 

disturbances in motor and/or sensory function. 



etiology - The cause of a disease or condition, 

eugenics - The science vjhich deals with methods of 

irrproving the quality of hereditary characteristics 

of species. 

euthenics - The science which deals with methods of 

manipulating environment so as to improve various 

qualities of the human race. 

evaluation - An appraisal as with respect to intell

igence, personality, etc. 

familial - Pertaining to a strong tendency to occur 

among more than one member of an affected family, 

feeblemindedness - A term occasionally used as a 

synonym of mental retardation. Has also been used in 

England in a more restricted sense to refer to a mild 

degree of mental retardation. 

genealogy - The study of family pedigrees. 

guidance, vocational - The provision of occupational 

information and assistance in the selection of an 

occupational choice. 

habilitation - Improvement in a skill or level of 

adjustment as with respect to an increase in the 

ability to maintain satisfactory employment. 

hallucination - The experience of sensation in 

absence of appropriate external stimulation. The 

perception may be auditory, visual, olfactory, 

gustatory or tactile. 

handicapped, mentally - A term used as a synonym of 

mental retardation. It is also used to refer to a 

specific or segmental defect in intelligence or othe? 

aspect of behavior. 

handicapf hearing - Partial loss of auditory function, 

handicap, visual - Partial loss of visual function. 

hemiplegia - Paralysis of one lateral half of the body 

hyperkinetic - Excessive movement. 

hypoohrenia - A synonym of mental retardation. 



hypoplasia, cerebral - Defective development of 

brain tissue. 

idiot - A term that has been used to describe the 

intelligence level of persons obtaining IQ scores 

below 25 or 30. 

imbecile - Describes the intelligence level of persons 

obtaining IQ scores from 25 or 30 to 50, 

impairment, sensory - Any damage or dysfunction of the 

special senses such as the vusual or auditory apparatus, 

instruction, remedial - Instruction designed to correct 

a specific deficiency in an academic area such as 

reading, or to upgrade achievement to a level of 

expectancy based on general intelligence. 

inventory, interest - A test or schedule designed 

to evaluate a person's interests as with respect to 

vocation, recreation, etc. 

maternal - Pertaining to the mother. 

maturation - The process of biological and psycho

logical development of the organism, 

memory - The recall of previous experience and sensation. 

micromelia - Abnormally small limbs. 

motor - Pertaining to movement. 

movement, choreiform - Involuntary, jerking movements 

of extremities and facial muscles. 

moron - Describes the intelligence of persons obtaining 

IQ scores of from 50 to 70, 75» or 80. 

neuropathic - Pertaining to a diseased or defective 

nervous system. 

neurosis - An emotional conflict which reduces the 

e'"f̂ ectiveness of the individual's functioning 

but in which there is little los.̂  of contact with reality. 

neurosis, anxiety - A neurosis in which excessive, 

uncontrolled anxiety is the major manifestation. 

nutrition - The total processes involved in 

growth and maintenance of the organism. 



nystagmus - A rapid, involuntary fluctuation of the 

eyeballs. 

oligophrenia - A synonym of mental retardation. 

orthophrenic - That which is ameliorative of intell

ectual or other behavioral disorder. 

palsy - Refers to special types of paralysis. 

palsy, cerebral - Impairment of motor function due to 

brain lesion. 

paralysis - Loss or impairment of motor function. 

paraplegia - Paralysis of the lege and lower part of 

the body. 

physiotherapy - The treatment of motor dysfunction 

by physical agents such as heat and massage. 

potentiality - VJhat is possible but not now actually 

realized, as for example, potentiality for successful 

vocational adjustment. 

pseudofeeblemindedness - Refers to mental retardation 

of psychologic as opposed to organic origin, 

psychogenic - Causation by psychologic as opposed to 

organic factors. 

psychology - The science vjhich studies behavior in its 

relation to environment. 

psychometrics - The measurement and evaluation of 

intelligence and other aspects of behavior. 

psychosis - A. disorder of behavior characterized by 

loss of contact with reality. 

psychosociaj^ - Pertaining to the psychological 

effects of the social environment. 

psychotherapy - Treatment by psychologic techniques. 

quadriplegia - Motor dysfunction of all four extremities 

quotient, intelligence - A numerical expression of 

intelligence vJhich is derived by dividing mental age 

by chronological age and multiplying bv 100. 

re.habilitation - Restoration of a skill, or restoration 

of efficiency to a level coFpatible with partial 

or complete vocational and social independence. 



retardate, mental - A person who is mentally retarded. 

retardation, educatiorr--l - Academic achievement one 

or more years below expectancy on thi; basis of chrono

logical age. 

retarded, custodial mentally - A term used to refer to 

mentally retarded persons v/ho are incapable o'̂f personal 

self-care and whose disabilities â -e of such a 

degree of severity that they are incapable of profiting 

from training or educational programs. Also used to 

describe that group of mentally retarded obtaining 

IQ scores below 25 or 30, 

retarded, educable mentally - A term used to refer to 

mentally retarded persons who are incapable of personal 

self-care and whose disabilities are of such a degree 

of severity that they are incapable of profiting from 

training or educational programs. Also describes that 

group of mentally retarded obtaining IQ scores belovj 

25 or 30. 

rejtarded, educable mentally - Refers to mentally 

retarded persons who are capable of some degree of 

achievement in traditional academic subjects such as 

reading and arithmetic. Also refers to those mentally 

retarded children who may be expected to maintain 

themselves independently in the community as adults, 

or to that group of mentally retarded obtaining IQ 

scores between 50 and 70,75 or 80. 

retarded, trainable mentally - Refers to mentally 

retarded persons whose disabilities are such that they 

are incapable of meaningful achievement in traditional 

academic subjects but who, nevertheless, are capable 

of profiting from programs of training in self-care, 

social, and siir̂ l̂e job or vocational skills. Also 

refers to that group of nentally retarded obtaining 

IQ scores from 25 or 30 to 50. 

rigidity - Refers to muscular immobility. 



Scale, Vlneland Social Maturity - A test designed to 

evaluate an individual's level of social adaptation, 

school, training - Sometimes used as a synonym of 

institution or hospital for the mentally retarded. 

More specifically, an Institution emphasizing education 

and habilitation. 

secondary - Dependent upon that which is donsidered 

a primary cause. Second in order of development. 

seizure - An epileptic attack. 

sensation - A feeling, as in seeing, hearing, etc., 

directly produced by stimulation of the sense organs. 

sensory - Pertaining to sensation. 

slow-learner - Refers to children who are educationa.lly 

retarded. Also children obtaining IQ scores from 

80 - 90, Synonym of educable mentally retarded. 

sociodraina - A diagnostic and therapeutic technique 

in which the patients a-e required to spontaneously 

dramatize a situation, 

sociometrics - Measurement of social relationships 

among individuals of a group. 

spasticity - Increased muscular tension associated 

with exaggeration of deep reflexes, involuntary 

muscle contractions, and partial loss of 

voluntary movement. 

test achievement - A test designed to measure level 

of knov7ledge in a given area such as reading, arith

metic, etc. 

te-t aptitude - A test designed to estimate an 

individual's levelof performance or skill in a 

given area of activity with further traini-/?. 

|-ĝ ^ 1 rid ividual - A test which is administered to 

one person at a tî 'O. 

test projective - A relatively unstri;ctu.red test in 

which the stimuli presented are ambiguous. The responses 

to the test material are assumed to reflect underlying 

personality dynamics of the individual. 



t her--" py - Treatment or remediation, 

trnn:--mi sslon, genetic - The hereditary pasr ing on of a 

characteristic or of characteristics. 

trauma - Any injury; may be produced by physical 

or psychological means. 

tremor - Rh\'thmlc, involuntary muscle movements, 

triplegia - P.aralytic involvement of three extremities. 

workshop, sheltered - A facility which provides 

occupational traxiung and/or protective employment for 

the mentally retarded and/or for persons with other 

handicapping conditions. 
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KEY TO IKSET DRAWINGS 

inset A electricity map 

B water and sewer map 

C developed site plan 

D school floor plan 

E building section 

P wall section 'A' 

G wall section 'B' 

H typical dryvjall construction 

J roof framing 

K mechanical detail 

L mechanical layout 
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PxiCELEM STATEMENT 

After the programming phase and site selection, 

, certain design criteria were established for the per

formance of this project. 

V) briefly, It was decided that this school would 

function as a unit of 150 students with 40 assorted fac

ulty and support employees. The basic areas t̂  be 

designed for were statŝ "̂  as follows} 

- administrative area to house a principal, a 

receptionist, a secretary, a counselor, student files, 

fetaff facilities, conference room and a waiting lobby. 

- therapy area to provide spaces for a full time 

speech therapist, occupational therapist, physical 

therapist with assistants and instructional areas for 

a variety of student activities. 

- 12 basic classrooms to be individually 'esigncd 

for the curriculum, 

- a gymnasium and support spaces for physical 

activities. 

- a central area for a learning media center. 

These separate provisions were then given locational 

value as to site orientation, maximum control and values 

of interrelationships. The end produci: being a func-

, tionally unified whole. 





ACTIVITY LOĈ xTION AND SITE DEVZLOPMEl 

T'-3 basic criteria for site selection v"? s ami'e 

ijû "̂ ification for approval needed for this site, ^his 

[site has all of the needed facilities ahd characteristics 

was found to 'ze of reasonable market value. 

The legal description of the site is as follovjs: 

NE i of Section 26, Range 6? ̂ .'est of ^.unship 1^ 

3oT,'th of the 6th principle meridian. 

In its entirety, the site consists of 4.̂ 7 acres valued 

|at $10,l6£,C0 per acre, ""he cost of obtaining the site 

excluding taxes and closing costs was "J''51635.00. 

The available utilities are showm on insets 'A' (elec

tricity) and 'B* (water and seiver), 

This school was planned and site selected to operate 

in conjunction with the existing facilities of the 

Rocky Mountain Rehebilitation Center located ne'r the 

^owntown area of Colorado Springs. "̂ his school serves 

the areas of Colorado Springs, Fountain, Security, 

Widefield, Manitou Springs, Skyway, 3roal::.or and 

Stratmoor, 

"̂ he location and characteristics of this s'te lends 

'tself for excellent community companionship ^or the 

children by being near access roads but not in a he^-y 

traffic area. Nearby are a high school and a:-- -lementary 

-, 4̂- TQ -rorerly located for service :^ac'litirs, school. ^^ -'-̂  j-î p- '> f 







public transportation and for the proper community rapport. 

The -development of the site was important to maintain 

physical and visual control and to provide for protection 

and safety. 

As shown on the site development plan (inset 'C'), 

the facilities are oriented to the south to utilize 

the warmth of the lovj southern sun that is common ^or 

the area. These sunny areas were reserved for motor 

development and play for students waiting to be picked 

up in the afternoon. 

Parking was ^ocated in small groups near the two 

points of site penetration. A total of 50 spaces were 

provided for the ^0 employees and visitor parking. 

Tl e remaining portion of the site north o^ the 

building structure h9S been reserved for development 

of a softbrll field and various outdoor recreation. 

The student pick-up point is designated on the east 

side of the school and the main public entrance faces 

the south. 







DEI I' 

t' 

The basic floor plan 'inset 'D'), is a result of 

the paired classroom being radiated from the central 

area that consists of a sunken lecture forum and library 

media center. The manner in which the lassroom clusters 

radiate is important because it is tĥ . basis for the 

observation corridors and the wider student access corridors 

Eiuphasis was also placed on the relationship of 

the administration area av.:̂  the therar^ area, '''hese t'/jo 

major areas are placed at the front of the school for 

faculty control and visual awareness. The main entrance 

that separates the two then becomes one cf two najoi' axis. 

The other axis is the student entrance and hallv-ay fro-̂ i 

the east to the staff entrance on the west. 

Ĉ -jing from either entrance, the central area 

'recomes a point of interest î'ith its 12' luminous 

ceiling with 3' around the perimeter being furred do>m 

and covered with carpet for acoustical treatment. The 

corridor heights are 8'-6" coming into the central area. 

This area is shown in the building section (inset'E'). 

The gymnasium was located to the northwest for 

access to ball field and the major play areas. 
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Tne system of construction chosen for this school 

Was concrete masonry load bearing walls with face biic'̂  

used in most cases. Interiors are finished with :-n;psum 

board and painted. Floor coverings are vinyl asbestos 

tile and carpet. 

Wall section 'A' (inset 'F') indicates :!;ost typical 

load bearing construction with long span steel joists 

for roof structure. 

Wall section 'L' (inset 'G*) shows typical structure 

at corridors with skĵ -light and ^" metal channels to 

span the 10* corridors. 

Inset H shows typical partition and plumbing walls 

to b e constructed of aluminum stud framing and cover-d 

with gypsum board. The partition walls are framed 

with 3 5/8" metal studs 2^" on center and braced to 

the joist bridging above the finished ceiling of 

acoustical tile. The plumbing walls are actually a 

double framed wall of 2 1/2" metal studs 24" o.c. and 

staggered for easy plumbing installation. 

The load bearing masonry walls were placed in 

manner for maximum wind resistence and to provide for 

fire safety to precvent spread of f̂ lames. 



WALL N 
fji^i t\ It -/r-r •—r •i-iif*'.> ^ 

A^t-'-'v f i e ^:7^' 

p i v - •J /C^;d '7 . : -

»5-r&-25 most? TS.IM 

e-^u&î fc.-
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The long span joists used in this school are shown 

in plan on inset 'J'. The connections ar^ shown in 

insets F and G. They have been sized to 24", 23" and 

32" long span joists. They are carried on the c.n.u. 

walls and by beans spanning the corridors. 

The mechanical system chosen for the school is a 

4-pipe system with zoned fan coil units. The chiller, 

boiler and pumps are located in the mechanical room near 

the gym (see inset D). The cooling tower is on the roof 

above. 

Inset K shows how the fan coil units are placed 

in the ceilings of corridors where they serve the 

classrooms and can be easily maintained. They rest 

on a steel pad supported by 2 steel joists mounted on 

the cm.u. walls. 

Inset L is a mechanical layout indicating the hot â c 

chilled water ŝ p̂ply to and from the fan coil units 

and how the school is zoned. 
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The lighting for the school is shown on inset 

M. The design requirements and lighting are as ̂ ollcv:s. 

Heck's height of ceiling cavity = 0 

Hrc = height of room cavity = 6» 

Hfc = height of floor cavity ~ 2* 

Re = 80,f 

Rw = 50:0 

Rf = 10^ 

CCR 

RCR 

FCR 

Pec 

Pw -

Pfc 

= 0 

= 2.8 

^ 0.9 

= 80^ 

: k8% 

= 11^ 

corridors 9* ceiling height 20 to 30 fc 

classrooms 8* ceiling height 70 fc 

offices 8' ceiling height 100 fc 

gym. 16 • ceiling height 50 fc 

library/reading 15* ceiling height 70 fc 
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SLIDE lEENTIFICATICN 

(site) 

1. from north of site looking south to site. 

2. Vista and Mercury looking south southwest 

3. Vista and Skyway looking west to high school 

4. La Veta looking north 

5. La Veta looking north 

6. La Veta looiiing north 

7. La Veta looking north northeast to elementary school 

8. Cresta and La Veta looking east 

9. Cresta and La Veta looking east to Skyway 

10. Cres-̂ a and La Veta looking southeast 

11. Cresta and La Veta looking southeast 

12. Cresta and La Veta looking southeast 

13, Cresta and La Ve^a looking southeast 

Ik through 20, views of site showing terrain, 

character and surrounding residential area. 

site 
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