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PREFACE. 

The following sketcheR of the colleges of Wisconsin do not aim to 
give more than a very general outline of the career of each. For details 
of their statistics, organization, history, and tendencies, reference must 
be bad to the sources of information, lists of which are appended to the 
several sketches. 

In the sketch of the State University, only such matters are dwelt 
upon as have had a direct bearing upon the fortunes of the institution, 
and those which concern its relations to the educational movements that 
have taken place during its history, to the school system of the State, 
an<! to the practical progress of the people. While tile graduates of the 
University are :filling positions in many cases of greatest trust and use
fulness, it is yet too early to estimate the precise drift and measure of 
the influence of the school upon the educational, political, and social 
life of the community. The older graduates are but now in the prime 
of life, in the midst of the years of greatest activity and influence. The 
University bas not a sufficiently distant past to make its inner life of 
special interest as matter of history; nor does it fall within the- scope 
of this sketch to trace, in any special manner, the influence of the 
graduates of the institution beyond its walls. 

'!'here is considerable variety iu the character of the chapters devoted 
to the five private colleges, since the sketches for the greater part are 
adapted from articles preYiously published; but the leading features 
in the character of each college, and the scope and tendency of its work, 
are indicated. 

Many other colleges have from time to time, especially in the first 
twenty·JiYe or thirty years of our history, been established in Wiscon
sin. Of two of these which still exist, brief notices are given at the end 
of this work. 
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COLLEGES IN \VISOONSIN. 

I. 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN. 

THE TERRITORIAL PERIOD. 

fe,·ritorial Universities.-When the Territory of Wisconsm was 
formed, in 1836, the policy of Federal·grants of land to the new States, 
for the support of higher institutions of learning: had long been welles
tablished. Each of the four States already carved out of tile North- West 
Territory had received two seminary or university townships. Iu order 
to make tile aid to Wisconsin available at an early date, Governor 
Dodge, in his first message to the- Legislature, October 26, 18:36, recom
mended an application to Oougress for the donation of one townsilip of 
land for the foundation of an academy. By this a school of high gm<le 
was evidently inteuded. This suggestion to memorialize Congress was 
not followetl. During the Ression, however, au act was passed to es
tablish the '' \Vii;consin University" at Belmont; trustees were named, 
to the number of thirty-one; bnt no steps were taken to carry the act 
into effect. A year 'later the "Wisconsin Uni•ersity of Green Bay,'• 
afterward called "Hobart University," was incorporated. 

At tile same session an act of tho Legislature provided for the "Uni
versity of the Territory of Wisconsin ; " and here we find the conception 
of the future State University taking definite shape. Tlle institution 
was to be under tbe government of a Board of Visitors not exceeding 
twenty-one in number. Of these the Governor, the secretary of the 
Territory, the judges of the supreme court, and the president of the 
University were visitors ex o.fficio; the remainder were named by the 
Legislature. The merits of this organization of the Board need not 
detaiu us~ since these Visitors never bad an actual university under 
their control. 

This attE.>mpt to establish a universit.v was genuine and earnest; a 
joint resolution of tlte two honse.s of t.he Legislature directed tlle ter
ritorial Delegate in the House of Representatives to ask of Congress an 

11 



12 HIGHER EDUCATION IN WISCONSIN. 

appropriation of twenty thousand dollars for the erection of buildings 
for the new institutiou, and also au emlowment of two towuships of 
land. It was desired that this grant should be located east of the Mis· 
sissippi River, as it was known that that stream would be the western 
boundary of the new State.1 

The Delegate was unable to secure the twenty thousand dollars; but 
by an Act of Congress approved June 12, 1838, the Secretary of the 
Treasury was authorized to set apart and reserve from sale, out of any 
public lauds within the Territory of Wisconsin to wbich the Indian title 
bad been; or might be, extinguislled, a,ud not otherwise appropriated, 
a quantity of land not exceeding two entire townships, for the support 
of. a University, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever. Tltis land 
was to be located in tracts of not less than an entire section each, cor
responding with any of the leg-al divisions into which the public lands 
are authorized to be surveyed. 

One or two portions of this Act are worthy of note here. The earlier 
Congressional grants for university purposes had provided for the loca
tion of the townships en bloc. In the grants to 1\Iic'higan and Wisconsin 
a different policy was inaugurated. Authority was given to select the 
lands in seventy-two parcels from unoccupied lan<ls in any portion of 
the State, and opportunity was thus given to secure, by ji.ulicious choice, 
excellent lands for the endowment of t'he University. The s~quel wiil 
s'how bow shamefully this opportunity was abused. 

Again, the lan<l was given for tbe s~tppm·t of a University. The grant 
seemed to contemplate that the proceeds shonl<l be used for the ma.inte
nance of an institution w'hose grounds, buildings, apparatus, and all es
sentials to its organization should be furnished by t'he State at it.-, own 
expense. The results of ignoring this manifest intent oftbe grant were 
most disastrous, and in time brought the University to very narrow 
straits. · 

An attempt was made by the Board of Visitors of the Territorial 
University to have these 4G,080 acres of Janel put nnder t'heir control; 
but the land was never so appropriated. The powers of the Board of 
Visitors continne<l t'hroughout its existence of nearly ten years to be 
merely nominal. Its only office was to keep aliYe the university idea. 

Something was accomplis'he<l <luring t'he territorial perio<l in the way 
of selecting the lands. Commissioners for this purpose were appointed 
by the Legislature in January, 1839. But not'hiug was <lone by tl.Jem, 
and, in 1841, Nathaniel F. lVIyer was appointed to select a quantity, not 
exceeding 10,248 acres. The duty was performed with care and goo<l 

1 The Territory of Wisconsin in 183i included, outside tho boundaries given to tho 
· State on its admission into the Union , what now funm1 the St.ntes of Iu·wn, lLil(l Min· 
ne~ota, together with a largo portion ofDakota. By Act of Cuu~rcos, Juno 12, H:l:~8, 

the limits of the Territory were contracteu so tlmt of all tho territ.u:·y hoyoml tho 
present bounds of tho State, tho north-caRtorn portion of Minnesota alone romu.iueu. 
This, in turn, was loppctl off when tho State was atl111ittc(l in 11;48. 
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judgment. The su~ject of the a.ppra.isal of the university Ja.ud8 will be 
trea.ted in another connection. 

Surnrnary.-Up to the time of the admission of Wisconsin as a State, 
in 1848, no progress lmd been made toward the establishment of a 
University beyl)ud the location and appraisal of part of the seventy-two 
sections of laud donated in 1838 by the General Government. A Board 
of Visitors of the "Uuiversity of the Territory of Wisconsin" bad been 
in existence, but had served no function other than the merely passive 
one of perpetuating the expectation of a University, and thus prevent
ing the dissipation of the resources of the prospecth'e institution. 

LANDS AND FUNDS. 

In the 4G,QSO acres of the grant of 1838 was tb,e possibilit.y of a most 
liberal university fund. But., although Wiscousin might haYc tal;:cn 
warning from the evils that bad accompanied the administration of the 
university grants in the four States previously created ont of the North
West Territory, she neglected to take counsel from this experience and 
even fell into special error of her own. The history of the Wisconsin 
grants is important and interesting, not only as a contrast to the more 
enlightened and faithful management of similar trusts in other States, 
especially those admitted in later years, but also as being intimately 
connected with the fortunes of the University, at least in the earlier 
portion of its career. 

Selection oftlw Lanils.-13y joint ·resolution of January 11, 1840, the 
Governor of the Territory was authorized to appoint one competent 
person in each of the land districts in th~ Territory to locate a portion, 
not exceeding two-t!Jinls, of all the lands given by Congress for the 
support of a University. The lands were to be selected by the commis
sioners in equal quantities iu eac!J of tile districts, as best to promote 
the interests of the fund. No improyed land or lands claimed by actual 
occupants should be selected. Within thirty days after making the 
selections in any one district, the commissioner was to give public 
notice thereof, in a newspaper printed in his land district, for six suc
cessive weeks, and on completing the selections, make a report to the 
Governor, to be by him approved and transmitted to the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States, with a request that the several tract,; 
ofland therein mentioned might be set apart and resetTed for the in
tcmled purpose. During the year 1840, 30,748 acres were located; but 
the lands set apart in the Mineral Point land district, although twice 
selected, were not approved by the Secretary of the Treasury. In the 
other two districts about 20,497 acres were reserved, leaving yet to be 
set apart ou February 3, 184u, a fraction over 25,582 acres. This resi
due of the seventy-two sections was located during the territorial period. 

Appmisal and Sale (If the Lands. -Notwithstauding steps were taken 
to induce the Legislature to apply the grant of 1838 to the" Uni>ersity 
of the Territory of "Wisconsin," and to put the proceeds of sale under 
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the control of the Board of Visitors of tl.utt nominal institution, it was 
ne,·er so llisi10sed ot: Tlle State Constit.ution made these lmids a basil:! 
for the support of a State University. Measures were immediately taken 
to make the fund a\·ailable. '£he Legislature, by an act approved Au
gust 12, 1848, autlwrized tlle appointment of three pet·sons in each 
county as State appraisers of school and uuiversity lands. They were 
requiretl to take au oath "to appraise the same at a fair valnatiou, with
out reference to any improvements made thereon·, but giving due con
sideration to other circumstances, such as proximity to settlements, 
credit for purchase money, etc." Sixty-three sections were soon ap
praised at au average valuation of $2.78 per acre, ranging from $1.13 in 
Graut County to $7.06 in 'Vashington County. In many cases the ap
praisements were ridiculously small. Immigrants wer~ pouring int<> 
the new State aud the country was being rapidly settled. The lauds in 
a short time would be worth many-fold the appraised vain«.>. 'fhe policy 
adopted by the State was not that of securing the largest possible fund 
for the University, but of attracting settlers by the low prices of laud. 
This course, though undoubtedly of temporary advantage to tlle State 
at large by promoting immigration, was disastrou8 to tile permanent 
interests of the University. 

The Congressional grant was bestowed, not for the .founclation, but 
for the S1tpport of the University; not as an original basis, lmt as an en
dowment. The1;e lands were not the property of the State to be dhsposed 
of at will and pleasure; they were held in trust to be sacredly guarded. 
A faithful administration of this trust would have required that the 
lands sllould be sold at the higllest possible price, aud, if necessary for 
this purpose, they 8hould have been withhelu from sale for a consider
able time. But the State wa:,; recreant to the trust reposed in her. 
H.easouable care and judgment had been bestowed upon the selection of 
the lands, and the appraisers had opportunity to insure to the Uni\'er
sity the basis of a magnificent endowment; but it was preferred that even 
the best lands should be sold at the low Government price, in order to 
enhance the attraction to settlers to the highest possible extent. 

The lands selected were often found to be pre-empted under the 
United States homestead laws, and new lands had to be selected and 
appraised at considerable expense. In January, 1850, the regents called 
tlle attention of the Legislature to these illegal appropriations and ap
praisals. They pointed out that" while the school lauds, which are of 
course lands of ordinary qnalit.y, are appraised at an average value of 
$3.44 per acre~ the selected university lands are appraised at the average 
value of $:3.78, being sixty-six cent~ less per acre than the appraised 
value of the school lands." 

Of course no eftort was made to obtain more than the appraised val
uation for the lands. A law of 1849 authorized sales and provided for 
the investment of the proceed8. The minimum price was fixed at the 
appraised valuMions, but these were too easily converted into a maxi-
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mum. 1\i·auy sales were made during the following year. In 1850 a 
better policy was adopted, looking to a larger ultimate funu; the mini
mum price was raised to ten dollars per acre. Notwithstanding the 
sale during the next year of more than a thousand acres at or abo\'C 
the increased price, the pressure brought to bear U}JOU the Legislature 
was sufficient to procure the passage of an act reducing the minimum 
price to scYen dollars an acre, w\th some exceptions. Pre-emptors were 
given credit for the excess over the uew minimum price.· 

.But tlti:s mot·e enlightened policy in reference to the university trust 
was but tempol'ary. Tue particular evil iu tue administration of the 
euucatioual trust funds in Wisconsin was that of using the national 
grants jn a way .to attract immigration at the expense of the interests 
of the trusts. The auvancement of the material interests of the State 
·was laudable in itself, but there is not a particle of justification for sac
rificing permanent educational interests to more rapid settlement. But 
the latter became the settieu policy of the State. In 1852 new ap
praisals, at a minimum of three dollars per acre, were directed, aud 
most of the remaining lauds were accordingly valued and sold at that 
price. The sum of one hundrec.l a.uu fifty thousand dolla:.;s was all that 
was realized ti:om the ~:~cveuty-two sections. .From a similar grant 
Michigan realized over half a million. 

In 1848 seventy-two sections of saline lands were granted to vViscon
~Sin. As .there wem no saline lauds in the State, the Leg-islature peti
tioned Congress to substitute for them seventy-two additional sections 
for t.lle Uni,·ersity. The desired substitution was made in 1854. But, 
although the lands were carefully selected, the errors and sllortcomings 
uisplayed in the management of the former grant were repeated in this. 
Sales were wade on the terms fixed l>y the law of 1853, absurdly low as 
they were. Iu 1859 the provisions for appraisal were repealeu, leaving 
the minimum price, however, at three dollars; and in 1~G4, in spite of 
the constitutional provision req uiriug appraisal before sale, tl.:e price of 
all Janus never appraised was fixed at three dollars per acre. 

System of lnvestments.-The system of investments was pernicious, 
and caused great losses to the fund. The proceeds of sales were loaned 
by the commissioners-the secretary of state, treasurer, and attorney
general-to iudi vi duals in sums of not over five lmudred dollars to each, 
upou real estate mortgages. It was impossible for three individuals at 
the capital to make safe iun;stments to thousands of persons all over 
the State, of whose responsibility they knew notl1ing. 'rue absurdity 
of the system was exposed by the land commissioners in their report for 
1861: ''The State government having assumed the management of a 
t.rust fund, ought, at least, to mauag·e it as prudently and carefully as 
a man of ordinary judgment and discretion would manage his own af
fairs. Yet, woulu any prudent capitalist invest llis own money in loans 
to men he did not know, tnkiug security upon lauds he uever saw, with 
uo better· evidence of their va!ue tl.lau tlw appraisement of two men of 
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whom he knew nothing?" In 1862 investments in State bonds were 
authorized, and subsequent laws provided for loaning the funds to cities 
and counties, and for investments in United States bonds. But great 
losses had occurred under the old system of loaning to individuals; ex
actly how much tllese were it is impossible to say. 

Disposition of the Univetsity Fu.nds.-N ot only was the trust reposed 
in the State betrayed and the interests of the University sacrificed by 
the illegal or inadequate appraisals of the lands and the low prices fixed, 
but the fund when accumulated was divertell from its true objects. 
Tbe grants were bestowed, not for the fm~ndatiun, but for tlle S1tpport 
of the University. But loans of twenty.fin~ thonsanll doll:~rs and fifteen 
tltousand dollars were authorized by the Legislature from the principal 
of tlle fund to build North and South Dormitories. It was necessary, 
therefore, to use the interest largely for the repayment of these loans, 
instead of for its true purpose of carrying on instruction aml proYidiug 
a library and appliances. 

The grant of 46,080 acres in1854 renewed the hopes of the friends of 
the UniYersity. The report of tile regents for that year pictures the 
future in glowing terms: •'After the reduction of tllis new grant to tho 
productive form, and the extinction of the d.::bt., the annual income of the 
wllole eudowmeut will not fall far short of twenty.two thousand dollars, 
and receipts from other sources will swell this amount to twenty-five 
thousand dollars. Tllese couditious will enable the Board to carry on 
successfully the collegiate, normal, and agricultural departments; to 
provide for the additional structures without the accumulation of debt; 
to make yearly additions to the apparatus, library, cabinet, and other 
collections; and, finally, to establish the professional schools of law and 
medicine." But these just hopes of what should be realized from the 
new endowment were vain; in a few years the University passed through 
the severest crisis in its history; fresh loans for the erection of the main 
hall threw au add.itional burden upon the f"uuds, so "that the closest 
economy barely sufficed to prevent the temporary closing of tho Uni
versity. Finally, the income of the Uni\'ersity in 1866 bad dwindled to 
a mere pittance of five or six thousand dollars. 

In 1862 Wisconsin received two hundred and forty thousand acres of 
land by virtue of the Agricultural College Act. It is not necessary to 
reYiew the old tale of low appraisals and of sales at almost nominal prices. 
The history of the application of this grant, in its productive form, be
longs properly to tile second period of our history. And we may now 
leave this story of mismanagement and fraud to review the internal 
affairs of the University. When we return to the subject of the funds 
and endowments of the institution, we shall find that the year 1866 forms 
a real and decisive turning-point; we shall obserye a different attitude 
toward the school on the part of both Legislature and public, and we 
shall see an attempt to atone for these errors of the past. 
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OIWANIZA1'ION AND EARLY YEARS. 

Oonstit1~t·ional Provisions.-In ;t<hlition to provisions for tl1e appraisal 
ami sale ot' the university lau<ls, the State Ooustitntion, wilich weut 
into effeet ill 18!8, contains tile following section ill relatiou to the Uni
versity: 

"rrovision shall be made by law for the establishment of a State 
Univcrsit,r, nt or near the seat of Sta te government, and for connect
ing with tile samu from time to time such colleges ill llii:l'crmit parts ot' 
the State, as ti.Je interests of education may require. Tl!e proceeds of 
all lands that lHwe 1Jec11 or may hereafter l.Je granteu hy the Uuiteu 
States to tl.e State for the support of a University, silalllJe and remaiu 
a. perpetual f'ulld, to l.Je calleu t.be 'University Fuml,' the interest of 
which sllall l.Je appropriated to the support of the State Uuiversity, and 
no sectarian instmctiou silall he allowed in such UniYersity." 

Boar£l of Re_qents.-An act of incorporation was passel! soon after the 
organizat.ion of the State government. Tlw control ot' the University 
was vested iu a Board of Regents, consisting of a presiuent and twelve 
moml.JerM. The twelve were to l.Je chosen by tho State Legislature; 
they were to elect a chancellor, who shoultl be ex o:tfioio president of 
tlle Board. 

State Univorsit,ies were at this period a new departure; tile compar
ative merits ot' <lifi'erent systems of control had not yet l.Jeen tested by 
experience, uor. had events as yet called for thorough discussion of va
rious plans of external management. 

Early Oon£Utions.-'rhe first meeting of tl.Jo Boar~ of Regents was 
held Octoller 7, ISiS; lmt the first steps toward the organization of the 
Uuiversit.y were not taken until January 16, lSi!:>. Subsequent events 
indicate that the attempt to create a State collegiate int>titutiou was 
premature. Indeml, these preliminary steps hall iu yi,~w nuly a prepar
atory school; regular college classes were yet in tl.Je future. B\·cu the 
common schools of the State were still in a low aud struggling corHli
tiou. There were uo high schools, intermediate in gTalle between the 
district school aml the college. Academies Ull(ler private mauagement 
were extremely few in uumllers. Altogeti.wr, tlwre Wl.'re no such ade
quate facilities for preparatory instruction as would be necessary to give 
tlw University the quality and number of students requisite for the 
higl.Jest success. Add to this, that tilere was no geueral public interest 
iu lligl..ter education, and that such enthusiasm as there was attached 
almost exclusively to llenominati'Jnal schools. The toils incident to tbe 
tlevelopmellt of a new country leave little opportunity for devotion to 
intellectual culture, anu those labors are even hostile to growth in this 
direction. All energy and zeal are occupiml in the daily practical <lnties 
of life. In addition to this, the people generally hall not become recoll
ciled to the idoa of State control of higher edncatiQn. Even now, m:tny 
who concede fully tile right of the Sta.te to establish and control tho 
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common schools are opposeu to extcnuing the same principle to higher 
education. llut in 1849 the support of cow moll schools by general tax
.ation was a very recent departure from the old rate system. There 
was a general feeling that it is not the proper function of tlle State to 
fost~r higher education, and that tllis sllould be left to private and de
nominational efi'ort; and tllis the early settlers were taught by the ex
ample of tileir native States, from which they migrated, where govern
ment had done btlt little to build up tlle best institutions of learning in 
the la.nd.· 

Necessity of Early Organization.-But notwithstanding these formi
dable obstacles, it was necessary tllat the Uni\Tersfty should be imme
diately organized aud launched upon its career. The reason for this 
lay in the danger tllat the funds would be lost if au earnest were not 
given of a genuine intention on the part of the State to maintain a 
University. An actual University must be put into operation, to which 
the friends of State support of hig·her educat.iou could point, to empha
size the necessity of a careful management of its funds. A living uni
versity interest had to be created, that should rally its supporters to 
ward off all attacks upon the University's resources. For, as we have 
seen, the experience of Micbigan in tl!e mismanagement of university 
grants was being repeated in Wisconsin, and to an e\'en greater extent. 
The possibility that the University might never be more than a name 
would give free scope for other educational "interests" to seek to share 
its funds. There was also a manifest tendency to appraise and sell the 
university lands at merely nominal rates in order to ·attract settlers. 
Tllus it became necessary to organize the Uni\·ersity, even tbough, from 
one point of view, the people were not ready for it. If an actual scbool 
were not at once instituted, there would soon be no adequate resources 
left to establish and sustain one in the future. 

Accordingly the regents, in their first annual report, were able to set 
forth some measures taken during the year, looking to the de\Telopment 
of ihe nascent University. 

Select·ion of a Site.-Amoug the locatio us available near the village. of 
Madison, the regents decided that the one that had long IJeeu kuowu 
as "College Hill," in recognition of its fitness for the purpose, was tbe 
most suitable. The eminent wisdom of the choice was perllaps uot 
fully realized at tlle time. The advantages to be offered by Madison 
as a centre of educational, l:!Ocial, and political activity could not indeed 
have been foreseen. But popular choice llau loug fixed upon the site 
chosen uecause of its natural attractions; and in tllis regard no placo 
more thoroughly adapted for a University could be desired. As wa::> 
said by President Bascom, long after the time we are now considering, 
"In the natural beauty of its grounds, and the desirableness of its loca. 
tiou on I1ake Mendota, it stands almost unrivalled among tlw colleges 
and universities of the United States. Wben this beauty shall be fully 
developed, it will be a constant source-of inspiration, and an ev~· re-
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newed invitation to the student to a thorough deliglJt. iu the natural 
world. Adding itself to the enthusiasm of youth and the enthusiasm 
of inquiry, it makes the morning- hout·s of knowledge bright in reality 
and glorious in memory." 

The terms of sale ofl'ered by the owner of the property were accepted, 
and recommended to the Legislature for the required approval. The 
choice and the terms were sanctioned, and fifty acros were accordingly 
purchased. 

Preparatory School.-There were, at this time, few academies in the 
State wh~re the requisite preparation for a college course could be ob· 
tained. In new States a considerable period must elapse before the 
growth of population, the accumulation of wealth, the development of 
educational interest., and the appreciation of liberal culture lead to the 
establishment of high schools and academies in sufficient numbers to 
supply the colleges with adequate aud abundant material. Accord
ingly the regent~ established a preparatory school. The westeru col
leges and universities generally have fouml it necessary to create and 
maintain for many years such adjuncts to the regular college instruction. 

The people of Madison tendered the use of a building rent-free, and 
the school was opened in February, 1850, under the charge of Prof. 
John W. St.erling. Professor Sterling was connected with the Univer
sity for thirty-four years, and his sen·ices to the institution, whether iu 
its severe trials .or in its prosperity, were of incalculable value. 

The regents limitetl their liability in respect to salaries to five hun
dred dollars. This illustrates the feeble beginnings and the scanty 
resources of the new University. It was expected that the avails of 
the tuition fees, which were fixed at twenty dollars per pupil, would 
supply sutlicient additional means. 'fhe preparatory course embraced 
the usual amount of classical study required for admission to the east
ern colleges. 

The Ohancellor.-Although it was not expected that regular Univer
sity classes would be organized for some years to come, the regents 
elected a chancellor, in order that they might have the benefit of his 
professional skill and experience in all preliminary action. In view of 
prospective headship of the school, he would of course feel a great in
terest in all measures relating to it. As also the chancellor was made 
by the act of incorporation ex o:tficio president of the Board, the law 
seemed to contemplate the election as one of the · first duties of the 
regents. John H. Lathrop, then president of the University of Mis
souri, was chosen. His duties were to f:ommence with the next col
legiate year. The chtmcellor's salury was fixed at a maximum of two 
thousand dollars per annum, whi1:h was then tile average salary of Ameri
can college presidents. This amount was recommended to the Legisla
ture and approved. 

Oabinet.-Steps were taken to form a cabinet of natural history. H. 
A. Tenney, Esq., of Madison, was made the agent of the Board to col· 
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lect specimens, aml served in tllis capacity and as librarian for some 
years. At the cud of tllis period he had formeu a very respectable 
nucleus of a cabinet. Said Prof . . S. H. Carpenter, w.1:iting in 1876, 
"Unuer his able auu efficient management tllis depart.ment of the Uni· 
versity soon reacheu n uevelopment far beyond tlle most saugnine ex
pectations of its friends. It is to the self-deuyiug- labors of this early 
and trn<' friend. of the Uuh'ersity that our Jn·cseut cabinet owes it::~ ex
i::;tence." But these collections, together witlt very valuable and ex
tensive subsequent accumulat.ions, were destroyed by tire in 1884, and 
cannot easily be replaced. 

The subject of buildings was also cousidereu by the regents during 
tlle first year, but no definite pla.n was adopted. 

Opening of the University.-Section !) of the act of incorporation pro-
vic.lcd that" The University shall consist of four departments: 

1. The department of science, literature, and the arts. 
2. The department of law. 
3. Tile department of meuicioe. 
4. The department of the theory and practice of elementary in

struction." 
The preparatory school was, of course, iutended to tit pupils for the 

''.department of science, literature, and the arts." The opening of the 
University proper did not occur until January 16, 1850, whcu Chancellor 
Lathrop was formally inaugurated. The question of immetliate practi
cal interest and importance was that of the organization of the fourth 
department mentioned above. Special::;tress was laid upon this, both i 11 

the inaugural atldress and in that of one of the regents on behalf of the 
Board. 

The Constitut.ion oft he State provides that the residue of the school 
fund beyond the amount required for the support and maintenancl} of 
common schools in each school district, and the purchase of suitable 
libraries and apparatus therefor, shall be appropriated to the support 
and maintenance of academies and normal schools. One of the most 
prominent educational topics under discussion in the country at the 
time was that of normal schools, and it was foreseen tllat earnest efforts 
would be made to establish them in ·wisconsin and to secure a large 
fund for the purpose. It was the object of the University to secure 
these resources, or part of them, in aid of the normal department. 
But in providing for the support of normal schools, the constitutional 
provision rather had in view separate schools for purely professional 
training. It does not fairly embrace a branch of the University, snell 
as is indicated in the charter anu such as is now being revi\·etl in our 
university chairs of theory and practice of teaching. But in the absence 
of normal schools it was thought that the patronage of the University 
would be increased by the attendarwe of those seeking preparation as 
te~chers, anti that the teachers' institute work could be most readily 
carri~d on for a time tltrouglt the medium of tlteU niversity. ~ealou::; ex-
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crtions were made, year after year, to secure aid for the normal depart
ment from the school fnnrl. 

Projessorsh·ips.-Previous to the inauguration, at a special meeting in 
Ndvember, 1849, the regents hall taken the first steps toward opening 
two of tho rlepartmet1ts marked ont in the organic law: The depart
ment of" science, literature, and the arts," and that of the ''theory and 

· practice of elementary instruction." There were esta.blished in the first-
mentioned department the follo,ving six professorships: 

1. Ethics, civil polity, and political economy. 
~- 1\'lental philosophy, logic, rhetoric, and English. 
3. AnciP-nt languages and literature. 
4. Modern languages and literature. 
5. Mathematics, natural philosophy, ami astronomy. 
6. Chemistry and natural history. 

Here were incongruous unions of unrelated subjects. But these s~b
divisions of the field of learning, although not as minute as the special· 
iza.tion of knowledge and research even then required, were as extended 
as the resources would permit. It will be noticed in particular that his
tory WitS not provided for at all. But with all its imperfections, viewed 
from the sta.ml-110int of to-day, tl1e scheme was not inadequate to give 
the University a \cry respectable ra.ilk, as American colleges then were. 

A normal professorship was established for the other department. 
The salary of each profeRsor w~s fixed at. a Jllaximum of one thousand 
dollars per annum. The chancellor took the chair of ethics, civil polity, 
and political economy ; to Professor Sterling was assigned that of 
mathematics, natural philosophy, and astronomy . . The other profess· 
orships were to be filled as fast as means woul<l allow; in the meantime, 
the labors in these were divided among the existing professors an<l 
tutors. 

College Classes.-Meanwhile, the preparatory school was in successful 
operation, and the first uni\'ersity class was formed August 4, 18!i0, 
The chancellor and Professor Sterling constituted the instructional force 
during the ensuing year, with the 'addition of 0. M. Conover, who was 
employed as tntor the second term. Mr. Conover WitS also destined to 
long and useful service in the Univorsit.y. 

In their report of January 16, 1850, the regents again called special 
attention to the desirability of an early beginning in the normal <le
pa.rtmcnt. The plan contemplated the admission of female as well as 
male teachers to all advantages of the scl10ol. A model school was to 
be conducted for observation aml practice. The plan in itself was wise 
and efficient; bnt the Htate furnished no aid, and the resources at the 
command of the regents w~re not sufficient. 

For many years thereafter the lack of funds preveutecl any serious 
COI!Sideratiou of departments of law and me<licine. 

'fhe Faculty rcnutine'l unclw.nged until the third ;vear, commencing 
September, 1R5~, when Mr. Conover was made professor of ancient 
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languages and literature. Hilil place as tutor was filled hy Stephen IT. 
Carpenter. A Sophomore class was formed iu September, 1851, a Junior 
class the next year, and a Senior class in 1853. In 1854 the first class
two young men~was graduated. 

'Bui1ding.<J.-There was not sufficient interest. and faith in a State Uni
versity to secure a State appropriation for needed buildings. The re
gents were consequently obliged to have recourse to a loan of ·twenty
five thousand dollars from the principal of the University Fund. This 
was, in reality, an illegal measure, as it was the income merely of the 
Federal grants that were to be applied to the s11pport of a University. 
It became necessary to apply the income of the fund, which should 
have been appropriated solely for the salaries of professors and to the in
crease of library, cabinet, and apparatus, to the repayment oftheloan. 
The University was thus seriously crippled for mauy years. But with 
the loan, in 1851, North Dormitory, the first University building, now 
known as North Hall, was constructed. Some of the rooms were used · 
for lectures, recitations, library, and apparatus, and others affordl'<l 
apartments for study and lodging for from fifty to sixty-five students. 

The foundations for a second structure, inteuded for the use of the nor· 
mal departmeut, were hticl at the same time, but lack of means prevented 
the continuance of the work for several years. Finally, a loan of fifteen 
thousand dollars from the principal of the University Fund was author
ized by the Legislature, and the South Dormitory was ready for use in 
the tall of 1855. Again the fatal policy of making the cost of these 
structures lie as a dead weight on the income of the University Funtl 
was senn. The cost of the work exceeded the amount of the loan by 
three thousand dollars. This deficit was swelled by the cost of super
intendence, furnaces, and fitting up of public rooms to fonr thommnd 
five hundred dollars. The divendou of large sums to extraordinary 
uses compelled the reg~nts to defer the appointment of a professor of 
modern languages, antl tile eulargeinent of the library, cabinet, and :tp
paratus. 

Nevertheless the regents were full of hope. An additioual grant of 
seventy-two sections of land was made b~, Congress in further eudow
ment of the University. It has already been Rbown in what glowing 
terms the regents in their report for 1854 pictured the future of the 
Universit.r~ and how these bright prospects were soon o':erclon<led. A 
fnrt.her loan for a building that was finished in 1859 added to the em· 
barrassments already mentioued. 

A,l]riculture cr.nd Jlfccltanics.-As early as 1851 the regents bad urgell 
the need of a department of the practical applications of science, and 
also of a school of agriculture. These were then subjects of intense 
and wide-spread interest throughout the coimtry, autl public opinion 
was forcing the colleges to take measures for providing facilities for 
scientific and technical Rtudies. The report of 1851 waR, therefore, 
largely taken np with the subject, aml year after ~·ear the hope was ex-
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pressed that by means of national or State bounty the University might 
be able to comply with the public sense and demand in these directions. 
But it was not until 1854 tltat the first slight advance was mane; in 
that year the regents were able to pro\·ide specially for the teaching of 
natural science. lu May S. P. Lathrop entered upon the duties of pro
fessor of chemistr.r and natural history. A small appropriation of-one 
thousaml (lollars for chemical and philosopllical apparatus was ex
pended in judicious purehases by Professor Lathrop. He died in Decem
ber, 1854, and a year passed before his place was filled by the appoint
ment of Dr. Ezra Carr to the vacant position. Professor Carr delivered 
a. course of lectures on agriculture, chemistry, and the applications of 
science to the useful arts, but the limited time, the lack of appliances, 
and the limit.ation of the instructional force to one professor made the 
work in mechanics aml agricnlt.ur~ entirely superficial and inadequate. 
This was due, not to any lack of ability or fitness in the professor, but 
to the very necessities of the case in the infant instit~1tion. 

Completion of the College Faculty.-Duringthe collegiate year 1855-56, 
the College Faculty was completed by appointment8 to all the remain
ing professorships, as provided for in the plan adopted six years before. 
Dr. Jolm P. Fuchs, previously employed as tutor, was appointed to the 
chair of modern languages and literature; Daniel Read, LL.D., was 
made professor of mental philosophy, logic, rhetoric, and English litera
ture; aud Dr; E. S. Carr, as above stated, professor of chemistry and 
natural history. 

Normal Department.-In addition to his collegiate appointment, tlw 
re:rents elected Pl'OfesRor Rea<l to the normal chair in the department 
of "theory and practice of elementary instruction." Professional in
struction was " to be rendered in the art of teaching, during the· sum
Iller term of· each year." Thus the first step was taken in the long
cherished project of normal training. The experiment was continued 
only to the exteut of two courses of lectures by Professor Read. Tlte 
first, beginning in the latter part of Ma,v, 1856, continue'i through tlte 
eight remaining weeks of the term. Eighteen students attended these 
lectures. Tho second course, in 1857, was attemled by twenty-eight 
students. Several years passed thereafter before a special course for 
teachers was revived. 

Attendance anrl Growt:h.-1\leanwhile the number of students was 
steadily increasing. The hostility of a large portion of the public to 
the new institution was, however, but slowly overcome. There was 
little popular appreciation of State nniv('rsities. Chancellor Lathrop, 
in his report of December 25, 1'851, thus indicateu the state of the pub
lic mind: "Were the funds of the institution in a prouuctive form and 
now adequate to its liberal support, there would not be, in my judg
ment, any lack of liberal patronage arising from any supposed bias in 
the mind of the community against a Uni\·ersity nnder Lhe control of 
the State, and constituting a pn.rt of its educational system. If a preju-
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dice of this kind e\·er existed, it; is fast disappearing before more en· 
lightened views of the duty of the Htate to 1nake the range of its 
institutions of learning co-extensive-with the entire educational wants 
of the community. 

"In a new couutry, and among n pioneer population, there is not, 
generally, the same appreciation of a liberal education as prevails in 
older communities. The immediate o~ject~:~ of men in the formation of 
new settlements do not so manifestly require high intellectual culture. 
From the operation of this cause, the patronage of a new University in 
a new State is not likely, during the first generation, to l{eep pace with 
the progress of wealtla. 

"lt is also true in a new country, that in proportion to the popula
tion, there are tewer f<tmilies than in older communities who are able 
to send their sons from home tor the pro~ecution of a liberal course of 
Btndy. 

''There is another cause which has greatly retarded the growth of 
westem institutions. There is, not unnaturally, a disposition on the 
part; of those of our citizens who have been most successful in Ute ac. 
eumulation of wealth to finish the education of their sons at eastern 
institutions, with whose reputation they had been familiar fa·om their 
earliest years. 

"From tbe operation of these causes it cannot bl3 expected that tlte 
classes which pursue the whole collegiate course through to gradua
tion will he large for the first ten years. This has been the universal 
experience of western institutions; and the most that can be reasona
bly expected of the University of Wisconsin is, that it should not fa,Jl 
he.hind, in the number of its ~raduates, the most successful of the new 
instHutions of th'e like grade." 

The \Vhole number of students up to 1852 was but 46; the attetid· 
auce in 1852-53 was 66, and, with the exception of two years, we find a 
steady increase. Ju1858-59 tbe attendance was 243. There were five 
graduates in 1857, the largest number unti11859 and 1860, iu eaoh of 
which years there were eight. 

A Critical Period.-Yet., this increase in patronage was in spite of the 
growing feeling of hostility which has already been noted. Criticisms 
upon the University were rife, and there were constant charges of g·cn· 
eral mh;management arid failure to meet the wants of the people. Bnt 
the fortunes of the University had been so largely taken out of the con
trol of the regents by the action of the State t.bat the Board was power
less to accomplish more than it did. From authorizing loans from the 
principalof theUniversityFund theLegislature had gone on to the as 
sumption of complete control ; aml the idea was fostered and spreatl 
abroad that the State migbt do as it rleased with the trust reposed iu 
l1er. "Indeed," Bays Professor Carpenter~ "many members of the Leg
islature came to the capital ignoraut of the fa11t tbat the University was 
supported by a trust fnntl; an1llooked npon the fnnlls used in its main· 
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tenance as so much taken fmm the State trt.>asury (as it was by the 
fiction of the law of 1854), aud therefore so much added to the burden 
of general taxation. .The denominational colleges sent up petitions 
asking that the University Fund and its income be divided among them, 
and the State Uni\rersity be abandoned. Many names were attached 
to these petitions, and the local press favore1l the measure, until a press
ure was brought to bear upon the Legislature that was almost irresisti· 
ble." 

''On tbe 19th of March, 185.5, a member of tl1e Board of Regents 
(elected on the 15th) introduced a hill into the Assembly to repeal 
the charter of the University, distribute its funds, 'and give its in· 
come to tlte denominational colleges of the State. This W<tS looked 
upon as such a manifest betrayal of his trust as a regent that his prop
osit.ion met with but little favor, antl he obtained permission to with
draw it. 1'he next year (in March, Hi5G) a bill was introduced into 
the Sennte 'for an act to regulate the disbursement of the income of 
the University Fund.' The reasons assigned in support of this meas
ure were the general mismanagement of the institution, and its alleged 
failure to meet the wa.nts of tbe people. The temper of the Legisht· 
ture is shown by the fact that tl1e Senate ordered the document printed 
at tbe expense of the State, and two thousand copies were scattered 
over the Smte." 

In order to obviate some of tl1e criticisms, the Board of Regents pro
ceeded to organize the departments of law and medicine. The latter 
of the'se was established in 1855 with eight professorships, to which in· 
cum bents were named. But the medical school only existed for a short 
time, on paper. 

Professors of law were elected in 1857, but, owing to lack of fund~, 
this attempt at organization of a department of law came to naught. 

But an outcry against tho additional expenditure involved in .the 
small appropriation made by the regents for the supportofthe law and 
medical schools caused the Board to rescind their action at a meeting 
called Rpecially for the purpose. Soon after a bill for the t-otal reor-

. ganization of the University was presented in the Legislature, and 
finally failed of passage only by not being reached in the last hours of 
the session. 

As a result of the agitation the regents were compelled to yield to 
the popular demand by volunta1·ily adopting substantially the same 
plan as was contained in the defen.ted bill. The following communica
tion frot'n Chancellor Lathrop to .the Board of Regents, in June, 1858, 
indicates the points wherein the failure or inefficiency of the Unh·er
sity was conceived to lie: "The agitation of the University interest in 
the late Legislature developed two ide:).s connected with the allminis
tration of the institution, of sufficient importance, in the opinion of sev
eral members, to justify a call of the Board. 

"The first is, tbat the time has arriv(l(l for a fnll development of tbe 
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normal department of the University. As the regents of · normal 
schools indicate a disposition to co-opemte with the regents of tho 
University in this behalf, I would teco'lllmeml this subject to the tavor
able consideration and action of the Board. 

"The other idea is, that in the administration of the <lepa.rtment of 
'science, literature, and the arts' in the University, a more distinct bias 
should be given to its instrnctiom1 in tho direction of the several arts 
and avocations as they exist among men ; that the practical shoul1l 
take rank of the theoretical in the forms as well as the substance of 
Unh·ersity culture." 

These two poii1ts, in fact, had been specially prominent in the popu
lar demand from the very beginning. In the plan proposed in the Leg
islature the departments were enumerated as follows: (1) Normal ill
struction; (2) agriculture; (3) commerce; (4) civil and mecha11ical en. 
gineering; (5) natural science; (6) philosophy; (7) jnrisprtHlence; (S) 
philology; and doubtless these were enumerated in about the order in 
which the supporters of the bill conceived th ey should take rank. 1'he 
Legislature also broke over the ancient college tradition in proposing 
to admit women to the full benefits of the Uni,Tersity. 

In the plan of reorganization adopted by the Bmml of Regents there 
was a somewhat diftercnt arran gement of clepartments, or schools: 
Philosophy, philology, natural science, civil and mechanical engineer
ing, agriculture, polity. The order in which these departments nre 
named is significant of the opinion held by the regents aH to tile proper 
place of the humanities in the college curriculmn, as contrasted with 
the views put forth in the Legislature. 

Immm1iately after this reorganization ()hancellor Lathrop resigned, 
and was elected to the chair of ethical apd political science. But this 
position, too, be resigned soon after, and withdrew entirely from the 
Uni\Tersity, in order that the institution might not be embarrassed by 
any odium which had attached to him, though unjustly, on account of 
his part in the late struggle. This crisis in the history of the Univer
sity is thus summed up by Professor Oarpenter: "'l'hns ended the long 
and e\entfnl struggle between the Universit~· and its critics. In the 
end the jnstice of much that was urged against its management was 
a.cknowletlged by the snb::;tantial acceptance of the proposed plan by 
the Board of Regents, and by the fact that with its adoption all legis
lative interference ceased, aucla firm and generous friendship took the 
place of the old coldness and lack of confidence." 

The University was yet to pass through a period of trial and ·lleclinc; 
but it was not again obliged to contend for its Yery existence; it cliil 
not again have to meet snch extreme and \irulcnt hostility. 

The Ohancellorship.-Dr. Henry Barnm·il was chosen as snccessor to 
()hancellor Lathrop. In addition to the presidency of .tho Uni\ersity, 
Doctor Barnard recehTert an appointm~nt a::; ng:ent of the normal sc:hool 
board, to conduct institutes and lh'lin!r \'(lncational ad(lrt'sses. Great 
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expectations were form ell of the beuefi ts to accrue to all parts of the 
school system from Doctor Barnard's connection with it. But these 
hopes were not destitied to be realized, although they were justified by 
the reputation aud by the well·known zeal and euergy of the new 
chancellor. Dr. Barnard's health was poor, and for considerable pe
riods be was unable to attend to his duties. Sucll effort as he was 
able to make was put fortll in discharge of his duties as agent of the 
normal school boarct. The uplifting of the common schools was tile ob
ject of his special labor and enthusiasm. The University saw little or 
nothing of him, and suffered greatly in consequence from lack of a 
guiding and controlling hand. 

Dr. Barnard's resignation, offered in June, 1860, . was accepted in 
February of the next year. The chancellorship remained vacant for a 
number of years. Professor Sterling, as "dean" of the Faculty, acted 
meanwhile as executive officer of the University. To him the Univer
sity owes a great debt for faithful and untiring services in these criti
cal years. Doubtless the Board of Regents should have g·iven him 
in name the position aud the power that he held in fact. The lack of 
responsible headship was of great detriment to the Uuiversity; its po
sition was lowered in the opinion of both stuctents and public. 

The Oi'IJil nrm·.-Financial embarrassment~, which became very se
rious about ISGO, obliged the regents to lessen the working force of the 
University and reduce expenses to the lowest posi;:ihle figure. .A.n or· 
dinauce of June 11, 1860, limited tlle instructional force to fiv~ protes
Rors and one tutor. Salarifls were rednced at the same time. In t.his 
way the Unh'ersity was able to tide over a period of extreme adver
sity. 

Tho following were the mem~ers of the faculty as reorgauize1l: 

John W. Sterling, Dean of the Faculty mul Professor of Jl[a.tlte· 
nw.Ues and Natuml Philosophy. 

Daniel Read, Pro.fessm· of Mental, Ethical, ancl Political Science, 
Rhetm·ic, and English Litemtnre. 

Ezra S. Carr, P1·ojessor of Ohcm·istry an(l N atuml Bi.~tory. 

James D. But.ler, Professor of Ancient Lan.qna.ges anrl Litemturc. 
John P. Fnclls, Professor of Jllvc1crn Langua.ges and Literature. 
J. B. Parkiusou, T1ttor. 
Dasid H. Tullis, Instr'ltctm· in Commercial Oa.Zculations and Book

keeping. 

Tlle militar~· spirit developed by the War pervaded the University not 
less than the community at large. At the begiuuing of the ;year 1861, 
a military company was organized among the stnuents. It was en
couraged by the Faculty, who state, in their report of 1862, "Besides 
enabling most who have left ns for the army to start as officers, it has 
heiglltenetl the "physical ,-igor of all who han• sllared in it, and tllus 
given aid to truo mental eflorts." The \Var of course caused a great 
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<lecrP.ase in attendance. Not oniy did it prevent tbe accession of new 
stndentR, but it drew many away from the University itself. Ninp,teen 
stntlents are reported as serving in the army in 1S61, and thirty-fi:,re in 
1362. All the class of 18G4 were in tbe field, and, for the first time 
since 1854-, no commeucement.exercises -wero hehl. The annual attend
ance was reduced to fifty or sixt.y. In the face of extreme discourage
ments and in spite of meagre compensation the little band of professors 
toiled bravely on, until the return of peace and a new era of prosperit.y 
infused fresh life into tbe University. 

The Female Oollege.-Dnrh1g tbe spring term of 1863 a normal depart
ment was opene<luuder charge of Prof. Charles H. Allen. Seventy-six 
ladies at once took ad,·antage oftbe course. For the first, time women 
were allowed the privileges of the University. The members of the 
normal school enjoyed the full course of University studies. While tho 
<lepartmeut was estahlished primarily for the training of teachers, the 
regents explained tl1at the lectures in the University courses, tipon 
chemistry, geology, botany, meel1anieal philosophy, and English litera
hue, would be free to all. The Faculty in 'l865 say of the normal school: 

"The Faculty are of the opinion that the normal department has 
made the University a more n~efnl institution, during the past three 
years, than otherwise it would have been. It is not, however, to bo 
disguised that, among many former students of the University, aJHl 
among leading ones now in the institution, there has been a strong feel
ing of opposition to the department, mainly on the ground ofits bring
ing females iitto the University. Tllere has been an apprellension that 
the standard of culture would be lowered in consequence. No reason 
whatever bas as yet existed for this apprehension. There bas been no 
such mingling of classes in the higher and more recondite subjects as to 
render this effect possible, even if it would be the result; and, in point 
of fact, there has not been a period in the history of the University when 
some few students have carried their studies to a higller or witler range 
than in recent classes." 

The time was to come whel,l it would be recognized that these young 
men must look well to their laurels in the '' higher and more recondite 
subjects." 

Professor Allen resig-nell in Jannary, 18G5, intending to leave at the 
end of the school year. He remained, howe\'er, a part of the fall tcm1. 

Prof. Joseph L. Pickard was his successor, serving during- tlw winter 
and Rpring terms of 18GG . . 

Dawn of P1·osperity.-The close of the War and the revival of business 
prosperity increased the number of students and led to plans for ex
panding the scope of the university work. But the prospects were not 
yet sufficiently bright to induce Hon. J. I1. Pickard to accept the chan
cellorship, which was oil'ered him in June, 1865. The oflice of vice
chancellor was crea.tc<l, anll hel<l hy Professo1· Sterling until 18u6. 

But increu-sed resourees an<l a. ra1lical rcorg·anization were necessary 
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to 1mable the U ni veesity to meet the req uieemeuts of the work dema.nded 
from it. From the report of the .Secretary of State for lSGG it appears 
tlutt the whole amouut at the disposal of the regents for tlte year 

. 18G6-67 was about $5,64:6.40. OL1t of this were to be paid the salaries 
of six or seven professors, two assistants in the normal department, and 
incidental expenses, snell as fuel, repairs, etc. And, in order to create 
confiuence in tlw University aml secure tlte needed aid from the State, 
a reconstructiou of the Faculty, and, in fact, an entire change in the 
organic law were necessary. The people were now prepared to sustain 
a public institution for higher education, if it were made atlequate to 
its purpose. 

Summw·y.-'fhe history of the University thus far has been one of ad
versity aml,at times, even of struggle for life. There has been little to 
recount of progress aml expansion in its work. The causes of this lack 
of vigor aud progressiveness were two-the hostility to State institutions 
of higher education aml the dissipation of the resources of the University 
througlt the mismauagement of its finances. Yet, meagre as the origi
nal eDllowments proved to be as compared with what was justly ex
pected, they were sufficient to maintain the University until public 
sentiment was ripe in favor of State support of higher education. Tile 
fomHlations were then lai1l upon which a gootlly structure could bo 
raised. But without the nucleus of tlw national aid thel:e would in 
Wisconsin, as in other States, be no State Univerl:lity. It would have 
been impossible in the first tweuty years of 'Wis~:ousin's history to in
duce the people to tax tllemselves for the support of ltigber eLlucation, 
:tnd probably the time would yet be distant wllen tlley would do so to 
build up au institution from the very corner·st.one. At the time now 
reached, howe\Ter, the old dislike toward "State'' universities had 
largely disappeared. Au institution already iu cxisteuce aml witlt at 
least a local reputation could eommaud general favor aml generous 
support. 

UEOI~GANIZA'l'ION AND GROW'l'II. 

The development of Wisconsin's resources, the iucrea::;e of wealth, the 
broadening CLlncatioual interest, stimula.tetl by the success of ::;uch State 
institution::; of higber education as those of .l.Vlicbigan and Iowa, made 
it necessary to reorganize t.he University and enlarge the scope of its 
work, in order to adapt it to the new and larger demands. The curricu
hun was narrow and inficxible. 'fhe University could not. be lifted out of 
the accustomed rut witbont a radical clutuge in its spirit and metbods. 
'fhe traditional college course must l.le tmperscded l.ly an organiza
tion capable of expanding in response to the requirements of the 
active educational thought and experience, and which would bring tbe 
Unl\'ersity closer to the realuee~.ls and lifl! of the people. The plan 
of rccoustruction :uloptctl inlSGG was snllicieutl.r broad to embrace new 
clement::; of progress for many years. 
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The history since this reorganization presents a marked change from 
the former period in the spirit and attitude of' the public toward the 
University. Distrust and neglect are replaced by confidence and gener
osity. The history of the past twenty years is one of steady growth, 
progress, anrl prosperity. 

Endowm-ent, F~tnds, and Buildings.-The act to reorganize and enl~rge 
the University was approved April12, 1866. Provision for its support 
is made by Section 13: "For the endowment ~nd support of tile Uni· 

· versity there are hereby appropriated: 1st, The income of tile Univer. 
sity Fund. 2d, The income of a fund to be derived from the sales of 
tile .two hundred and forty thousand acres of ]and granted by Congress 
to the State of Wisconsin, by virtue of an act approved ,July 2, 1862, 
entitled 'An act donating to the several States and Territories which 
may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic 
arts,' which funrl shall be designated as the Agricultural College Fund. 
3d, All such contributions to the endowment fund as may be derived 
from public or private bounty.· The entire income of all said funds 
shall be placed at the disposal of the Board of Regents, for th~ support 
of the aforesaid colleges of arts, of letters, and of such colleges as 
shall be established in the University, as provided in Section 2 of this 
·act: Provided, That all means uerivable from other public or from 
private bounty shall be exclusively uevoted to the specific objects for 
which they sllall bave been designeu by the grantors." 

The University Fund consists of tlle proceeds of the grants of 1838 
and 1854. The inoome, aside from taxes levied since 1~66, is derived 
from interest on land certificates and on loans. At the time of there· 
organizatio~ the Fund amounted to $160,230.70, and the receipts for the 
year ending September 30, 1867, were $11,894.20. In 1887 tbere were 
1,710 acres of university lands unsold. The principal of the ]l'und, ex
cept a small cash balance in the State treasury, is prouuctive, drawing 
interest mainly at seven per cent. On September 30, 1886, the amount 
of the productive University Fund was $190,998.35. 

The second item of the enuowme11t accrues to tlle University by tbe 
incorporation with it of the scllool of agriculture anu mechanics, founded 
on the so-called agricultural college grant of 1862. One of tlle most 
uifticult questions involved in tbe reorganization was the proper uisposi· 
tion of this grant. Inducements were offered to secure the connection 
of the scllool of agriculture and mechallics witb some private denomi
national scllool, as was done iu otber States. Two successive Legisla· 
tures refused to apply the fund to the establishment of an independent 
school. Action was postponed until near the ellll of the period of five 
years within which the school must be in existence in order to avoid a 
f()rfeiture of the grant. Fin ally it was deemed best to incorporate the 
school with the University, especially in view of its character as a State 
institution. Accor<lingl_y it was made the duty of the Board of Regents, 
as soon as organized, to make arrangements to secure suitable lands in 
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the vicinity of the Uni\Tersity for au experimental farm, aml to make 
such improvements thereon as woultl render it available for experi
mental and instructional purposes, in connection with the agricultural 
schools. To enable the Board to purchase and improve these lands, 
Dane County, under authority of the act, issued bonds for forty thou
saud dollars. With this amount nearly 195 acres of laud west of the 
old universit.y grouuds and adjoining them were purchased at a cost of 
$27,054. The amount of productive Agricultural College Fund, Sep
tember 30, 188G, was $258,597.74. The Fund yielded in tbe two years, 
1886 and 1887, $32,990.91. The number of acres unsold, 1887, was 4,974. 
Both the Unh·ersity and the Agricultural College Funds have very 
nearly, if not quite, reached tlwir maximum limits. . 

Before the reorganization iu 1866 the Srate had never appropriated 
one dollar towanl the support of its University, notwithstanding it.'l 
serious financial embarrassments. The income was reduced from $18,-
397.70 in 1861, to $13,005.56 in 1862, and to $11,540.90 in 1863. Tile 
amount of University Funtl income on hand September 30, 1866, was 
$5,501.47. This, witll $144.93 lJelonging to tile income of the Agricult
ural College Fund, constituted the whole amount at the disposal of tile 
Regents for defraying incidental expenses and paying the salaries of 
six or se\·en professors, and two assistants in the normal department, 
during tile year 18G6-67. But immediately after the reorganization, the 
Legislature a!lopted a more lilJeral policy. By a law of 1862, $104,-
339.42 had been taken from the University Fund. This sum was virtu
ally restored by au act of 18G7, which appropriated anuually for ten 
~·ears to the income of tile University Fund $7,303.76, being the interest 
ou the amount taken from tlw Fund lJy the law of 1862. Hitherto the 
burden of caring for its funds had been tlnown upon t.he University; 
lJut uow the State treasurer was made ex o:tficio treastin;r of the TTui
versity. The same lil>eral policy was still further pursnetl by the Legis
lature of 1870, which appropriated fifty tltous<tud dollars for the erection 
of Ladies' 'Hall. A·gymuasinm was lJuilt in that year; lJut this is ill
coustructed and poorly equipped, and must soo11 be replaceu lJy a struct
ure lJetter <~llaptetl to the purpose. 

By au act of the Legislature approved l\Iarch 22, 1872, it was provided 
that there should lJe levied autl collected for the year 1872, and annually 
thcreafter7 a State tax of tell thousand dollars, to lJe used as a part of 
thtJ University income. The preamule cites in justification of tllis ap
}Jropriation the reckless way in which tile ~tate hall uisposed of its grant 
frolll the General Government, therelJy diminishing lJy one-half the fund 
wh1ch a faithful ;ulministratiou of the trust wouhl have produced. Thus, 
when 1t was too late, confession of tile wrong done the University was 
frankly made. 

The increasing goOll-will of the people of the St;tte towartl tlJC Univer
sity was furtlwr slwwu in 1875 by au appropriatiou of eighty tllonsanu· 
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dollars for the erection of Science Hall. 'l'llit:~ buihling was completed 
in 1877. 

In 187G the annual tax of ten thousand dollars was replaced by one 
yil ~ding tt larger amonn t. The uew ta,x was basetl on the assessed valua
tion of the taxable property of the State, IJeiug oHe·tcHth of a mill on the 
dollar. This tax was declared "to be deemed a full compensation for all 
deficiencies in the income arising from the disposition of the lands do
natell to the State by Congress in trust for the University." This tax was 
incrca.sell to one-eighth of a mill on the dollar in 1883, aml the increase 
is devotell to the nmiu tena11ce of a chair of pharmacy and materia 
medica, u.ml to an agricultural experiment station. 'l'he State tax in 
1886 yielded $61,017.45. It now forms the chief resource of tho Uni
versity. 

In 1879 au assembly hall and a liiJmry were completed at a cost of 
thirty thousawl dollars. Deccmbet· 1, 1884, Scie11ce llall was burned 
with all its contents. At its sessioLi that winter the Legislature appro
priated out of the general fund of the State the sum of one hullllred 
aml fifty thotlsaml dollars for a new Science Hall, machine shop, aml 
boiler house; twenty thousand dollars for chemical laboratory; twenty 
thousand dollars for heating apparatus; a total of one hnmlrell aml 
ninety thousand dollars. Science llall, first oceupietl iu Feln·uary, 1888, 
was the last of these buihlings to be completed. 

In 1885 a permanent appropriation, not to exceed five thousand <lol
lars in any one year, was nuille for farmers' institutes. 'l'hese will IJe 
treated of in another connection. 

From private munificence the University has received Washhm·n Ob
servatory, named in honor of the donor, the la.te Goveruor· 0. 0. \\'ash
burn, at whose expeuse it was erectell and equipped in lS'jS, 

In ISiS Ilon. John A. Johnson, of Madison, entlowctl ten scholar
ships of thirty-five dollars aunual n1.lue each, and in 1888, Hon. John 
Jolmston, of Milwaukee, established a scholarship of two hu11llred and 
fifty dollars per annum, in addition to a fellowship, mentioned elsewhere. 

Boanl of ]Lcgents.-The methotl of election of the regents by the Legis
lature was auamlouml in the reorganization, aml the power of appoint
ment was vestetl in the Governor. The prcsillent of the University was 
uo longer to be a membct· of tho Board. In IJoth thcsll respects events 
have shown that the new organization was faulty. 'l'he States genl'l'
ally have given the presidents of their U ni ,·ersitics a voice in the delib
erations and decisions of the hoard~ of control. .By this means the skill 
and experience of the president, anu hi::; intimate acquaintance with 
the condition antlueeds of the school of which he has immediate charge 
and for whoso welfare he feels hims~lf most responsible, am made avail
able and effective. The almost uni\·ersal agreen1ent on the point 
among institutions of the kiml indicates that experience has shown the 
desirability of tl1is feature. Without it there is lack of mntual eonli
dence and lwlpfulnes;:;, lt constant teudcucy to initatiou aml conflict. 
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No other State besides Wisconsin, except Ollio, has ventured to leave 
so important a trust as the selection of regents in tll.e llands of the Gov
ernor alone. However smoothly sue~ a system as this may work under 
favorable circumstances, the possibility that the power of appointment 
may be used for political or persoual ends is too great to warrant such 
a prerogative. 

These objection~ble features of tlJe act of 186G remain unchanged; · 
but of late a nio,·emeut has sprung up looking especially to securing for 
the alumni a voice in tlte election of regents and a representation in the 
Board. A bill to that e1fect was defeated in the Legislature in theses
sion of 1887. A substitute bill, providing for elec.Lions by tl1e peopl(', 
after passiug botlJ honses was ,·etoetl by the Governor on merely tech
nical grounds. ln all the lcgislati\·e discussions upon the subject no 
valid objections were offered to tlw proposed plans upon their merits. 
Either of them would be au improvement upan the present system. 

The Board of H.egents consists of twelve members, of whom the State 
Superintendent is ex o:tfioio regent, two are appointed from the State at 
large, aud nine from the respecti ,.e congressional districts. The term is 
three years from the first ~Ion<lay of February in the year of appoint. 
ment, unless the member is sooner remo,·e.d by the Governor. 

Intemal Progress.-The org<tnic law of 18GG systematizes the Univer
sity thus: 'l'he college of arts, the college of letters, and sucli other col
leges as from time to time may be added thereto or connected therewith. 
Under the authority of tlJis latter clause a law school was established, 
so that, as at present constitntetl, tlJC Unh·ersity comprises three col
leges: Letters, arts, law. 

Sections 3 and 3 of the act point out tllC scope of the instruction: 
"SECTION 2. The college of arts shall embrace courses of instruction 

in the mathematical, physical, :uul natural sciences, with their applica
tions to the intlustdal arts, such 11s agriculture, mechanics, and engi
neering, mining and metallurgy, manufactures, architecture, and com
merce; in such branches included in the college of letters as shall be 
necessary to a proper fitness of the Jlupils f(>r their chosen pursuits, 
and in military tactics; aml as soon as the inoome of the Unh,ersity 
will aJlow, in such ordet· as the wants of the public shall seem to re

quire, the said courses in the sciences aild their application to tile 
practical arts shall be expanded into distinct colleges of the Uninrsity, 
each with its own Faculty atHl appropriate title. 
· "SEUTION 3. 'l'he college of letters shall lle coexistent with the col

lege of arts, ami shall embrace a liberal course of instruction in language, 
literature, and pllilosoplly, together with snell courses or parts of courses 
in the college of arts as tile authorities of the University shall pre
scribe." 

The long vacant presidency was filled by the election of Paul A. 
Chadbourne, then president of tile Agricultural College of Massachu
setts. J. L. Pickard hatl before this been offered the position, but de-
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clined to accept. Doctor Cl.mdbourne likewise had once refused to 
take the presidency. Be had twice visited the State io inquire into the 
condition and prospects of the University, but feared that the admission 
of women to the fnll privileges of the University would prevent its 
growth and usefulness. Not until the Legislature of 1867 bad passed 
an act allowing the regents to pro.vide for women in a separate depart
ment and " under regulations and restrictions," was he prevailed upon 
to accept the presidency. Then, sa~·s Professor Carpenter, "be entered 
with great zeal and ability upon the. task of a thorough reorganization 
of the University. A new Faculty was to be selected, new courses of 
study to be provided, the female college to be adjusted in its relations to 
the University, besides the numberless details and unforeseen difficul
ties that beset any new undertaking. So radical a change in the man
agement of the University of course awakened more or less opposition, 
and the acts of the new managers were in some quarters severely criti
cised, but, on the whole, public sentiment sustained the new Board." 

On account of ill health President Chadbourne resigned in 1870. 
For a year the University w~s again under the charge of Professor 
Sterling, as vice.president. In June, 1571, Uev. J. H. Twombly was 
elected president. After his resignation, January 21, 1874, John Ba!)
com was chosen to the presiuency, and held the office until June, 1887. 
T. C. Chamberlain, formerly State geologist and professor in Beloit 
College, now holds the position. 

Professor Sterling was the only one of the former Faculty penna
nently retained after the reorganization. Yet the difficulty met wit.h in 
securing a presideqt necessitated a temporary retention of the profes
sors under the old regime, as well as a continuance of the old course of 
instruction. Agriculture, however, was at once added to the list of 
studies. In 1867 the Faculty was wholly re-constituted, except ti.Jat 
Professor Sterling, as above stated, was retained. A list of the suc
cessive additions to the Faculty, with the dates of the same, is appended 
for the purpose of showing the progress in the. expansion of the uui
_versity work and in the specialization and division of the various de
partments. 

1867. 
T. N. Haskell, Rhetoric anrl E11glish Literature. 
William T : Allen, Ancient Languages and Literature. 
John B. Parkinson, llfatlttnnatic.'/, 

1868. 
W. W. Daniels, Agriculture. 
W. R. Pease, Milita,·y Engineering and Tactics. 
John B. Fenling, ltlodern Langua.ges and Comparative Ph-ilology. 
JohnE. Davies, Chmnist1·y and NcttumlHistory. 
Addison E. Verrill, Comparative Anatomy and Entomology. 

1869. 
S. H. Carpenter, Rhetoric and English Literature. 
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1870. 
Alexander Kerr, Greek Language and Literature.. 
R. D. Irving, Geology, llfining, and ilfet(tllurgy. 
William J. L. Nicodemus, ~Military Science and Engineering. 

1871. 
John B. Parkinson, Oivil Polity and Intern(ttionctl Law. 

1875. 
R. B. Anderson, Bcandinavian Languages.. 

1876. 
James C. ·watson, Director of lVasltbum Observatm·y. 
D. B. Frankenl.mrger, Rhetoric and Oratory. 

1880. 
\V. H. Rosenstengel, German Lang1w.ge and Litemture. 
J. C. Freeman, Englillh Literature. 
E. T. Owen, French La~nguagc and Literature. 
E. 'l'. Birge, Zoology. 
A. D. Conover, Civil aml ilfechanical Engineer·ing. 

1881. 
T: A. Parker, Music. 
\V. A. Henr~', Botany and Agr·iculture. 
Charles King, Military Science and Tact·ics. 

1883. 
E. S. Holden, Astronomy. 

1883. 
Lucius Heritage, Latin. 

188!. 
H. P. Armsby, Agricultural Chemistry. 
C. A. Van Vclzer, Jlfatlwmctt-ics. 
W. H. Williams, Greek. 
T: B. Power, Pharmacy and Materia Jl{ecUca. 
G. N. Ollase, Jll.ilit(try Science and Tactics. 
C. R. Vauhise, Jlletalllwgy. 
William 'Jlrelease, Botany. 

1885. 
J. W. Stearns, Science and rb·t of Teaching. 

1886. 
Luigi Lqmia, Jlfilit(try Science a1ul Tactics. 
Storm Bull, Jltechanical Engineering. 

1887. 
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Asaph Hall, Oonsnlting Director of the Wa-shburn Obscr·vatory. 
0. R Barnes, Botany. 
G. C. Comstock, Astronomy. 
J. E. Olson, Scand·ina.vian Languages and Litemture. 
V. T. Atkinson, Veterina.ry Science. 
S. 1\I. Babcock, Agricultural Olwmist1·y. 
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A few of tllese were, at tlle dates given, assistant professors, most of 
wllom haYe since been promoted to full professorships. No mention is 
made in tlle above list of many instructors and assistants. Many named 
in the list were instructors before being elected to professorships; in 
very many cases they were ad ,•anced, after varying- l)eriods of service 
as tutors, on true civil service principles. Various successive changes 
in the titles of seYeral of the chairs arc not indicated in the abon~ list. 
Further than this brief outline and suggestion of the lines and times of 
development in the respecti\·e· departments, little can be added here. 

At the time of the reorganization the need of better facilities for in· 
struction in the various branci.Jes of physical science occnpicd attention 
most largely for the moment. The material dcYelopment of the country 
after the Civil \Var lJrougllt iuto sharp COJJtrast the <lesiralJlc aml the 
possible with the actual fruits of scientific teaching. The deficicuc.r of 
the University in natnral science was oue of the principal causes of the 
public distrust, and it was these studies that assumed special promi
nence under the new order of things. Iu fact, the Uui\·crsity of Wis
cousiu, especially iu receut years, may seem to l.JaYo leaned toward 
scientific ratl.Jer than literary stmlies. But this is only appareut. It 
iS duo to the large appropriatious for the erection of buildings for tho 
scientific departments an<l for the supply of apparatus and appliances. 
The cost of furnishing the scientific departments is of necessity much 
greater than tllat wl.Jich secures the outfit. for tlw colle~e of letters. 
But there has been no intention to gi,·e any preference to physical sci
euce, and future appropriations, whicl.J ''"ill doubtless be made, will 
temporarily gi\·e the same appare11t preponderance to the literary 
courses. 

The "modern classical" course was established in 1872, and has sen·ed 
as a model for similar courses in mauy printte colleges iu the \Vest. 
The course was identical with the "ancieut classical," except that Ger
m au and French. were substituted for the Greek of the latter course. 
The adoption of this course was a part of tl:c general mo,·ement then 
prominent for replacing the traditional curriculum by stntlics of a more 
modern cast. The degree of bacl1elor of letters is gin•u upon the com
pletion of tllis course. A portion of the Faculty stroJigly all Yocated 
granting tl10 same degree, bachelor of arts, to graduatt•s in this course 
as was bestowed upon those who completed tl.Je ancieut classical 
course; but it was finally tlecided uot to giYc the uew course the cq ual 
rauk that this would imply. 

A distinct course iu general science ''as arraugetl i 11 1873. 'I.' he 
English course, iu whicll there is only oue language requirell-aml that a 
modern, French or Germau,-was atloptet.l in lS~G; tile degree ofB. L. 
(English) is given at graduation in this course. 

The College of Arts now includes the general science course, aud the 
special technical departments of agriculture, pharmacy, civil engineer
ing, mining and metallurgical engiueering, and mechanical engiueer-
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ing. The Oollege of Letters embraces three courses; ancient classical, 
modern classical, and Englisll. 

In 1879 an increasing teaching force rendered it possible for the 
University to offer a wider range of studies than before, antl also oppor
tunit.y for more extended study in the several branclles. A somewhat 
extended election of studies was granted in the Junior and Senior years. 
The system of prescribed stntlies for the fixst two years, with large 
opportunities for election in the last two years of the course, has since 
been maintained and improved. One 'year's study at the University, 
after having received the baccalaureate degree, or three years if carried . 
on elsewhere, leads to the degree of master in the fom general courses. 
Oorrespomling study and practice for one year, not necessarily, how
ever, at the University, en titles the graduates in the special courses of the 
College of Arts to the degrees of ciYil engineer, mining engineer, metal
lurgical engineer, and mechanical engineer, in the respective tlepart
ments. 

The medical schools at Chicago having preoccupiell the fielu, no 
attempt has been made since 1855 to establish a medical department in 
tlle University. If this addition of a school of medieine should he 
made, it would probably be established in Milwaukee, where alone in 
the State there are sufficient opportunities for clinical and surgical 
practice. 

On the other hanu, the capital city of the State, with a large law 
library and frequent sessions of courts~ both ::3tate and National, offers 
unusual facilities for the stnll.Y of law. The College of Law was opened 
in 1868, with five professors and fifteen students. The attendance in 
1887-88 was 113. The course as at first estaulished comprised bnt one 
year's work; afterward, it was enlarged to two y·ears. The professors 
tlms far ba,·e always ueen lawyers actively enga.ged in practice in the 
city of Madison. "'\Vitlt a Yiew to tlle impro\·ement of tlle school in 
accordance witll its growitig importance as the principal training school 
for tlle profession in the North--West, the Board of ltegents, in June, 
1888, directed the presiuent of the University to recommend a suitable 
person as dean of the law Faculty, who should give all his time to the 
work in the College of Law. 'rlle rapid increase in the number of stu
dents has alsojust.ified a considerable adYanee in the tuition fees charged. 
The new rates, wllich go into effect after 188!), will fnrnisll means for 
tlle extension and improvement of tlle work. 

Co-educcttion.-Probably the most important change made by there
construction, at least as viewed from the stand point of the time, was 
the open and avowed recogniGion of the claims and the right of women 
to au equal share in the benefits of higher education. They were no 
longer to find entrance to the U ni•er8ity only under the shelter of a "nor· 
mal department," or other annex. Section ·1 of the act of 1866 declares, 
''The University in all its 1iepartments anll colleges sllall be open alike 
to male and female st.mlents." nut in looking alw11t for a president, 
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the regents were obliged to ask the State to recede slightly from this 
advanced position. Dr. Chadbourne, to whom the presidency was of
fered, refused it from fear that tbe University would lack public con
fidence and support on account of this dangerous innovation. To obvi
ate this difficulty, the charter was amended tl1e next year as follows: 
"The University shall be open to female as well as male students, un
der such regulations and restrictions as the Board of Regents may deem 
proper." 

So early as 1857 the Board of Regents called attention to the success 
of co-education in the normal schools and higher academies of the East
ern States; and, while they felt that public sentiment in "\Visconsin 
might not yet be ripe for the admission of women to the University, 
they announced their intention to prflpare to meet the wishes of those 
parents who might desire to send their daughters there. But very little 
was done to carry out this plan for some ,rears. In the spring of 1860 
a ten weeks' course of lectures was given to a "normal" class of fifty
nine, of whom thirty were ladies. Thereafter uo women appcareu in 
the institution until 1863, when the regents opened the "department of 
the theory and practice of elementary instruction'' in charge of Prof. 
Charles JI. Allen. A three-years' course of study was arranged; but 
it was intended that women entering this department sl10uld enjoy sub
stantially the full privileges of the Uni\·ersit.y. This, then, was the first 
entrance of women into the institution in a regular course. · 

No substautial cllang-e in the female colleg-e course was made until 
1868, wllen it was enlarged to four years. The I:ecitations of the young 
womell were separate from those of the young men. In 1871 the young 
women were allowed at thbir option to enter the reguhtr college classes, 
chiefl.v ou account of lack of a sufficient number ot professors and in
structors to carry ou separate classes. But experience showed that no 
harm resulted, and that in some· respects the admission of women on 
equal terms brought about a substantial imiJrovement. Bence all dis
criminations were soon abolished. 

The University thus entered upon the experimental test of the 
widely-mooted question of co-education. In the president's report for 
1875 we find: ''During the fit·st year the yonug women have been put: 
in all respects, on precisely the same footing in the University with the 
young men. No difficulties have arisen from it. There were eight young 
women among the graduates at the last commencement. 'l'heir average 
scholarship was certainly as higll as that of the young men, and they 
are apparently in good health." The Board of Visitors for 18771 how
ever, thought that the llealth of the young women deteriorateu in the 
University. As far as intellectual attainments were concerned, the dif
ference, if an.v, was, they thought, in favor of the young women. But 
they were "deeply impressed with tile appearance of ill health" pre
sented. The hygienic condition of tlw University they regarded as 
excellent, and the only cause of ill health, in their opinion, was the 
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undue mental strain to which the young women 'were subjected. The 
. visitors therefore recommended that more attention be paid to phys· 
ical training, even if the course of study were not modified. 

The president of the ~oard of l~egents, replying to these criticisms, 
in his annual report deprecatell the idea of limiting female students to 
a minor degree of culture by lowering the standaru of education for 
them. On this point no compromise could be made with adverse opinion. 
But as regards the question of health the visitors se~m to hrwe drawn 
upou their imaginations. President Bascom took issue with them thus: 
•' One thing we profounllly regretteu in the report of the Boaru of Vis· 
itors, anu that was the opinion ~xpresseu by them as to the health of 
the young women. • • • CoutraQ· to the opinion of the visitors, the 
young women do their work with less rather than with greater labor than 
the young men, and certainly do not fall below them in any respect as 
scholars. We also believe this labor to be done uy them with perfect 
safety to health, nay, with advantage to health, if ordinary prudence is 
exercised. 1'be young women, whose health was primarily the ground of 
criticism, haYe improved in strength, ratber than deteriorated, since they 
ba\·e been with us, though tbey have uurdenell themselves with extra. 
work, which we do not counsel." A record of excuses kept by the presi
dent revealed the fact that the number of absences on account of ill 
healt.h was relatively greater among the young men than among the 
;young women. It was found also that a correspondingly large number 
of young men were compelled from tho sn.me cause to leave the Univer· 
sity altogether. Further than this it was shown tbat the absences of 
the young women were almost exclusivel.v in the lower classes, while 
those of the young men were evenly distributed through the entire 
course. 

A slight concession was made, however, to the consHrvati,•e feeling 
representeu by tho Board of Visitor~. At the semi-annual meeting of 
tbe regents in January, 1877, resolutions were introduced in favor of 
restoring the female college. The suqject was referred to a committee 
which, at the annual meeting of the regents in June, reported adversely 
to the resolutions, notwithstanding the representations of the Board of 
Visitors. The whole matter was then turned over to the Faculty oftbe 
University, with the request that they" report to this Boartl at its next 
meeting whether the course of study can not be so arranged as to re. 
lieve ladies from some of the seYere studies, antl allow them to take 
some otbers in lieu thereof, without increasing the number, cost, aml 
labor of the teachers; and if so, in what way." The subject was re· 
ferred to a committee of five, who submitted a report in November, 
1B77. 

The committee were of the opinion that a complete separation of stu
dents according to sex would be impracticable, mul that a partial sep:ua· 
tion in the same manner would be injudicious. Distrust and irritation 
on the part of patl'Ons and students would result. The committee main-
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tail1ed that the piJysical strength of young- women was fully equal to the 
task of maintaining a. creditable standing in any of the courses of study, 
and they exposed the absurdity of the opposite view when they sail11 
"It can not be presumed that a college courso taxes to the utmoRt the 
physical power of young men, so that any presumed deficiency on the 
part of young women would debar them from attempting it." It was 
shown also that separate instruction would he impracticable. Young 
women were fouud in about equal numbers in the scientific nllll <:lassical 
courses, and the separation proposed would make four classes iustC".ad 
of two, and would require fonr honrs for recitation. The iustructional 
force was not adeqnate to permit of such a. duplicn,tion of inst.rnction, 
and the committee were of opinion that a pat·tial separation would not 
be advisable. 

But in order to meet exceptional cases of physical weakness, and also 
to supply the wants of those <lesiring instruction in music, painting, 
aUll drawing, for which the regnlnr course would not allow sufficient 
time, the committee proposed tlle adoption of a six-years' course, eO\·er
ing the regnhir modem classical studies. Students completinp; this 
course were to receive the same <legTee as those receiYe<l who completed 
the course in the usual tim e. Thet·e \YaS to he no lowcriug of the re
q~tirernents for the degree; the object was simply to gi,·c more time for 
tile completion of the course. 

The report was acceptc<l by the Faculty, and unanimously adopted 
by the regents at tlte meetiug of the Board, .Jamuuj· lli, 1877. Very 
few have chosen ti.Je six-years' e~lr:-;c, hnt its establishment. wal' un
doubtedly beneficial. 

The Board of Visitors for 187S, with tl11~ exception of (" lC memhet· 
who had been one of the Board that had, 1 he year• before, so seYerely 
criticised the I.Jealth of the l:uly stn<ll'nts, ''"~re "on the whoh', JH1t ill · 
pleased with the CYidence ofphysical strength on the part of the ladies." 
Bnt the Board recommended s,yslematic ph,vsical exercise. The presi
dent reported that "the record of ill health, kept tl..trough the year, 
shows, especially in the nppcr classes, less interruption in work by ill 
health among the young women thau among the j·oung meu. rn tho 
last Senior class ti.Je young women were one-fourth of the whole Hum
ber; their absences from sickness were one-tenth. In the .Junior elass 
the first ratio was one fonrtl..t, the second one-elen~ ntl..t. \Ve certainly 
see no proof that ti.Je health of the young women suffers 'vith us from 
their work. There are clear in<lications to tho contmr.r." 

With this the discussion closed. The opponents of co-education were 
signally routed on the ground that they had chosen for the encounter. 
It was~ in fact, the fiual strnggle of the conser~ative feeling that. was 
fast passing away. The opposition to the admission of women to the 
University did not 011enly rest upon hostility to t.heir claims to ltigher 
education; it was professedly uascd upon the snhor<linate qncstion of 
physical capability to perform the entire work accomplishe<l hy yonng 
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men in the University. But no reasons were advanced on this point 
that would not have applied with equal force to separate institutions 
for women; and it was finally shown that those who made much of this 
alleged ill health were mistaken in their facts and conclusions. On its 
merits, this issue also was decided against them. The question was 
now permanently set at rest as far as the University of Wisconsin is 
concern ell. Never since has the propriety and expediency and the com
plete success of co-education been questioned here. The drift of public 
opinion everywhere is clearly toward the recognition of the justice of 
opening the doors of institutions of higher education to women equally 
with men. The example set by the young State Universities of the West 
is being followed, slowly though it be, by the older colleges of the East. 
In Europe, also, and especially in England! some progress llas been 
made. 

The University anr.l the Common Schools.-The University was long in 
reaching . its true place in the educational system of the State, and in . 
establishing· an organic connection with the common schools. Its real 
function was not sen~ed aml the conditions of its highest usefulness at
taiuetl until its relations as a part of the public scllool system were 
clearly defined aml systematizeu. 

The preparatory department was retained for many years after the 
reorganization of 18GG. Camlidatcs for admission to the college of let
ten; were examinetl in the studies of the preparatory course, or their 
equi\·aleats. 'Illcsc included Latin and Greek, wllich were not required 
for entrance into the College of Arts. Wilen tbe modern classica.I course 
was estalllished, candidates were examined in Latin in addition to those 
studies prescribell for the College of Arts; in 1874 some knowledge of 
German was made au additional requirement. 

The standard of admission was raised as fast as could be done with
out wllolly se\·eriug connection with the common schools. President 
Bascom, in his report for 1875: said: "We shall be glad to ~'iehl the en
tire fielu, a portion of which we now occupy with our Sub-Fresllman 
classes, to the high schools, as soon as the interests of the University 
will allow us to do so. • • * Just at present, for the University to 
reject altogether vreparatory students, \Yonld be to endanger a portion 
of its. labor." Ju 1875 more stringent requirements for admission were 
exacte(l. 'rhe uum ller of students taking a special or pa.rtia1 course was 
reduced by tile more systematic aml thorough examinations. The steady 
increase iu the uumller and efficiency of tile high scilools enabled tlw 
University to raise tlle standard from year to yeal'. Finally, in 1Sti0, 
the preparatory department was abolished. But, owing to the lack of 
instruction iu Greek in almost all the higll schools of the State, a pre
paratory class in that study is still maintained. 

In 1877 the system of accredited schools was adopted. A law of 1872 
providing for free tuition to "all graduates of any graded school of the 
State who shall han'\ passe(l an examination at such graded school sat-
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isfactory to the Faculty of the University," indicates that even then the 
need of a closer and more methodical connection with the common 
schools was felt. In 1876 tuition was made free to all who had been 
residents of the State for one year. This was perhaps the immediate 
occasion of the system adopted the next year. Any high school of the 
State, whose course of instruction covers the branches requisite for ad· 
mission to one or more of the colleges of the University, may make ap· 
plication to be entered on its accredited list. On such application, tl•e 
University sends a professor to examine the course and methods of in· 
struction in the school, and on his favorable report, enters it on the ac
credited high school list of the University. The graduates of high 
schools so entered are received by the University into any ofits colleges 
for which they have been 'fitted, without further examination. This 
arrangement holds good until the administration of the high school is 
changed, or until notice is given by the University of unsatisfactory re· 
suits. (Catalogue.) 

Shortly after the professorship of the science a•l art of teaching was 
established, the subject of accredited schools was placed in the hands 
of the professor in that department. His supervision of the relation
ship between the University and the common schools greatly increases 
the advantages of the close organic connection already established. 
The influence of the Uni>ersity, reaching downward to the rest of the 
public school system, is made doubly beneficial and effective. 

In June, 1888, there were fifty-six accredited high schools. Of these, 
only six were accredited for all courses.· For ancient classical and g~n
eral science courses, there was one; . for modern classical and general 
science _courses, seventeen; for modern classical, general science, and 
English, ten; for general science, teu; for general science and Englisil, 
four; for the English course, eight. 

Popular Aspect ojthe Univm·sity.-The leaning in the West has been 
toward the "practical" in education, and tile University has gained 
favor by meeting tile demand, as far as possible, by liberal support of 
tea.ciling in natural science and its applications in the arts. A too par
tial devotion to these departments is not fulfilling the high function of 
the University; yet the way is prepared for the recognitiOn of the claims 
of all departments of study to State support. In order to achiel'e the 
success that is possible for it to reach, the· University must be deeply 
rooted in the affections and pride of all tile people of the State; it must 
be looked upon as the source of that which is highest aml best in the life 
of the community, a.nd the conditions of its prosperity and of efficiency 
fori~ work must be an object of greatest solicitude. During the last 
twenty years the University Ilas been steadily gaining in public favor; 
but it does not yet command that general arul enthusiastic devotion 
that a State University must command as a condition of full snccess, 
and which is exemplified in Michigan. 

The popular attachment to the University must be close and strong. 
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From this point of view one of the most noticeable and important feat. 
ures of t!Je University of Wisconsin, and one that is thus far pecuJiar 
to it., is the system of farmers' institutes carried on by tile University. 
These are an illustration of that strivi:lg that is everywhere manifest 
to secure a more vital connection between the people and the higher 
institutions of learning. Thus the professor of the science and art of 
teaching employs a portion of his time in giving lectures in connection 
with teachers' institutes. In this way the Unh~ersity does much to scat
ter its fruits abroad. The farmers' institutes are also notable as an 
agency for the direct pmpagatiou of the influence of the University be
yond its own walls. They were begun in 1885, and are held every win
ter. At the eighty-one institutes held in as many different localities 
dnring the-winter of 1887-88, tJJ_ere were about fifty who read paperR 
or delivered lectures. Some of these were noteu specialists from other 
States. The total attendance was probably fifty thousand. The in
stitt,tes have been instrumental in broadening the view, in awakening 
thong!Jt, in instilling ideas. The.v have already accomplished great 
material as well as intellectual benefits. Farmers haYe learned to take 
advantage of opportunities and resources that before were ill-under
stood or entirely unknown. Altogetller, with its practical lessons, its 
stimulating discussions, and its intellectual quickening, the institute is 
an educational agency of undoubted potency. These are tile immediate 
results. But as regards the University a most valuable and permanent 
service of tile institutes will be to bring the people of the State into 
close and friendly relations with ·their own University. 1\iany who 
woulu otilerwise have little or no interest in the institution are learning 
to appreciate its claims to generous recognition and support. 

But the special significance and value of the teachers' institute lect
ureship and the farmers' mstitntes lie in the fact that through these in
strumentalities the Unh·ersity is broug-ht into close relations with the 
people and with the educational and material progress of the State. In 
two directions the University lias thus taken the lead in the matter 
of University extension. 

Recent Progre.~s.-Several changes and new features were introduced 
during the year 1888. Among tllese were special local examinations for 
admission, to accommodate canditlates who live at a distance; the devel· 
opment of a civic historical course antecedent to the study of law and 
journalism, anti of a special science course antecedent to the study of 
medicine; tile introduction of special courses tor normal school gradu· 
ates; the development of courses in Hebrew and Sanskrit; and the intro
duction of Spanish and Italian. The German seminary sy-stem has been 
introduced into several depat'tments. The departments of original inves
tigation and of extra-collegiate education have received more distinct 
recognition and development. Two departments of the University are 
devoted almost exclusively to original research,-tlle ·washburn Ol>-' 
sen·atory and the Agricultural Experiment Station. An increasing 
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amount of original investigation is done in other departments in imme. 
di~1.te connection with instructional \York. At least fifteen per cent. of 
the resources of the Uni\·ersity will be devoted the coming year t.o this 
fundamental class of work. The publications of the ·washburn Obsen·
atory and of the Agricultural Experiment Station are well known, aml 
the latter, in particular, disseminates information of great interest 
and value. In two lines of extra-collegiate ellncation, or" University 
cxtensiou," Yiz., the teachers' institute lectureship aJHl the farmers' in
stitute, the University is a successful pioneer . 
. The l-Ion. John Jobuston, of Milwaukee, bas endo~red a fellowsltip on 

a financial basis of four hurulre41 dollars per auunm for two .rears. The 
Board of Regents ba,·e established eight fellowsllips, with an income of 
four hundred dollars a year each. 
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II. 

BELOIT COLLEGE. 

The course of migration in our country runs naturally from cast t<> 
west on lines of latitude; tilere was tllus a large infusion of New Eng
lancl elements in the stream of human life which first poured in to oc
cupy the Territory of ·wisconsin aud northern Illinois. Puritan ideas 
of the home, the school, the churcll, and the college were transplanted 
and took root here with tlle first upturning of the prairie sod. They 
were especially cherished in the Congregational and Presbyterian 
churches organized. Hence, within ten years of the time when the In
dian council fires were extinguished by the Black Hawk War, represent
atives of these churches were gathered in council, praying together and 
thinking on a college. These tlwnghts were deepened in conference 
with others at aeon \"ention of representatives of those two denominations 
from the nortll-westeru States, held at Cle,reland, Ohio, in June, 18!4. 
They became defined antl mn.turetl in four successive conventions, hel1l 
in that and the following year, for the specific purpose of considering 
what could be done for the promotion of higher education for Wisconsin 
and northern Illinois. These deliberations resulted in a unanimousjudg
ment of a convention which numbered sixty-eight members, that a col
lege for young men, autl a female seminary of the highest order for 
young women, should be established, one in \Visconsin and the other 
in Illinois, ucar to the border line of the two States. The college mis 
located at Beloit, \Vis.; the female seminary was subsequently located 
at Rockford, Ill. In October, 18-!.'i, the fourth conYention adopted a 
form of charter, and elected a Board of Trustees, to whom was commit
ted the charge of canyiug- forward the enterprise. Beloit was selected 
as the place for tho college because it was ceiltral and easy of access to 
the population of the two States, aull because the people of that village 
had already evinced an interest in the work of education by sustaining 
a seminary which offered facilities superior to any found elsewhere in 
the region. 

The Cha1·tcr.-On application, the Territorial Legislature of \Viscou. 
sin enacted a charter for the college, appro\-etl Februar~ 3, 18-±6, aml 
printed on pages 103-4 of tbe I~aw:s of \Visconsin for 18-!6. Tile cor
porate title is ''The Board of Tl'nstccs of Beloit College." By t.he act of 
incot'poration the Board of Tmstee£; consists of sixteen members, with 
power to increase the number to twenty-four. Any se\'en constitute 
a quorum for the tmnsaction of business. The Board elects new mem-
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bers for no definite term of service, but failure for more than one year· 
to attend to the duties of the trtlst may create a vacancy. The charter 
specifies no particular requirements for membership. 

Of the sixteen original trustees, one-half were clergymen and one· 
half laymen; one-half resident in vYisconsin and one-half in Illinois. 
The charter passes the administration of the college into the bauds of 
the Board of TrusteP.s, with broad general powers, subject to no direct 
supervision or control by the State or municipal authorities. 'fhe col
lege is, however, always open to visitation, and, iu accordance with a 
subsequent statute, a report of the condition of the institution is made 
annually to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. Tlw Con
gregational and Presbyterian churches of ·wisconsin and northern llli· 
no is are regarded as the proper constituency of the college; but the 
charter precludes the prescription of any religious tenets or opinions as 
qualifications required of instructors, or conditions of admission for 
students. Its aim is accordingly to give a Christian, but not a secta
rian, educatioil. 'fhe charter fixes the location of the college and all 
its departments in Beloit, and reserves to the Legislature full power to 
alter or repeal the act of incorporation. The Board of Trustees are em
powered to confer on those whom they may deem worthy all such 
IJonors and degrees as are usually conferred by like institutions. The 
original charter has served the purpose of the college thus far without 
amendment or aJteratiou. 

T!te Object of the Gollege.-The American college is au institution sui 
generis, developed by circumstances antl conditions peculiar to this 
country. The founders of Beloit College had before them the type form, 
as presented in tile colleges of tile older States, especially in those of 
New England, and their aim was, not in servile imitation to copy a 
model, but as wisely as possible to adapt the leading ideas and features 
of those institutions to the fresh life and swift growth of the West. So 
the object of the institution they aimed to build was defined to be, to 
provide for the thorough, liberal, GM-·istian education of young men j edu
cation being understood to mean chiefly a self-tlevelopment of tile indi
vidual nuder training to a true self-possession and a command of his best 
faculties. The design co·mprehends a training in language as the great 
instrument and condition of all culture, civilization, or thouglJt; in 
mathematics aml science, as means of both guiding the processes of in
vestigation and thought, and furnishing tile matter of learning; in tile 
histories of nature and of man, as the sources of practical knowledge; 
and in those philosophic and moral principles necessary to complete tile 
general preparation for a broad and useful life: Under the conviction 
that positive principles of religious faith arc essential to right thought 
as well as to right life, the institution is intended to be a 1·cligi01ts col· 
lege-not denominational, but distirrctlr and earnestly evangelical. Its 
endeavor is to combine iu its culture learning, religion, aud morality, 
so as to form habits of thought, faith, and rectitude, whiclJ will best fit 
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men alike to succeed in th<" world, to do the world good, and to realize 
the Christian's hope in tlle world to come. 

History.-The Board of Trustees of Beloit College held their tlrst 
meeting October 23, 1845, and took preliminary measures to secure a 
charter, select a location, and devise a plan for a building. The charter 
enacted by the Legislature was acceptec;l October 13, 1846. On the 
24th of June, 1847, the corner-stone of the first building was laid with 
appropriate ceremonies and public exercises. On the same day the 
first appointment of a professor was made, but that appointment was 
declined. The college was opened for its first class October 15, 1847, 
when five young men were examined, admitted as a Freshman class, and 
placed temporarily under the instruction of Mr. S. T. Merrill, then in 
eharge of the Beloit Seminary. On. the 23d of May, 1848, Mr. Jackson 
J. Bushnell was appointed professor of mathematics and natural phi
losophy, and Mr. Joseph Emerso.n professor of languages. These two 
gentlemen entered upon their duties at once, and to them was commit
ted the class already received and the further internal organization and 
administration of the college. On the 21st of November, 1849, Rev. 
Aaron L. Chapin was elected president Of tile college. He entered 
upon the duties ·of that office February 1, 1850, and on the 24th of July 
of the same .rear he was formally inaugurated with public exercises 
held in a grove near the north-west corner of the college grounds. The 
first class was graduated July !J, 1851. Since then a regular succession 
of classes has betl kept up. 

Site and Buildings.-The site of the college is near the centre of the 
city of Beloit, on the sontllline of the State of Wisconsin, midway be
tween Lake l\iichigan and tlle Mississippi Ri>er. The ~ity is easily ac· 
cessible from all directions. The population of .the city is about five 
thousand. 

The college grounds inclose an area of twenty-four acres. The prem
ises are bounded by streets on every side, and the surface is diversified 
by groves and ravines, presenting a broad and elevated plateau front· 
ing to the cast, and on tho west sloping down nearly to the level of 
Rock River, from which it is separated by a street and a narrow tier 
of lots on the west side. 

There are six college buildings : 
1. 1\'Iiudle College, begun in 1847, was finished so far as to be occu

pied the following year. Tile attic is occupied by students' rooms . . The 
remainder-three stories-is devoted to lectures, recitations, and lab
oratory work. Its cost was about ten thousand dollars, mostly donated 
by citizens of Beloit with the original site. 

2. North College, a dormitory of brick, erected in 1854. Tho cost 
was about eight thousand dollars, a small portion of which was contrib
uted for the specific purpose. 

3. The Chapel, erected in ' 1858. The cost was about six tllousaud 
dollars, Que-half of which was contributed by the citizens of Beloit. 
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4. South College, costing five thousand dollars, was erected in 1868, 
to furnish additional dormitory accommodations. It has since been re
modelled to serve temporarily as a chemical laboratory. 

5. Memorial · Hall was erected in 1869, in honor of more than four 
hundred sons of the college who took part. (forty-six of whom died) in 
the War for the Union. Its cost was twenty-six thousand dollars, pro
vided for mostly by special donations for the object, gathered in the 
region. The Yestibule is devoted to tablets and memorials of the War. 
The main building is occupied by the library and the cabinet. The 
library contains upward of thirteen thousand volumes. The perm_anent 
library fund is about twenty-five thousand dollars. The libraries of the 
literary societies number about one thousand volumes. 

6. The Gymnasium was erected in 1874, at an expense, including ap
paratus, of three thousand nine hundred dollars, contributed chiefly by 
alumni and members of the college and citizens of Beloit. 

7. The Astronomical Observatory "'as presented to the college by the 
liberality of 1\Irs. J. S. Merrick, as a memorial to her brother, Mr. John 
F. Smith, whose name it bears. The observatory is fully equipped with 
all the usual accessories, including a standard mean time clock, with 
which a time service is maintained in the city of Beloit. Mete .rolog
ical obsen·ations are also puulished daily. 

S. In 1883 the college purchased the residence and grounds of the 
late Judge Keep, situated on the brow of the hill south of the college 
grounds. The building is at present used for recitation~ooms and dormi
tory purposes, but it is expected that it will give place to some structure 
designed directly for college uses. 

Plans have been drawn for a building suitable to the growing wants 
of the preparatory school, which is to be erected at once. It is hoped that 
a science ball and a more commodious chapel may soon be built. 

Later History.-On the 8th of July, 1857, at the close of the first dec
ade of the life of the college, a convention of its friends was held, when 
Prof. J. Emerson delivered a historical address, and resolutions were 
adopted recognizing the Divine favor to the enterprise, and commend
ing the college anew to the confidence of the friends of thorough educa
tion, with an earnest appeal for contributions to increase its resources. 
The annual commencement, July 14, 18()9, was made au occasion of 
special interest by the formal dedication of the Memorial Ha.ll, crectec.l 
in honor of those connected with the college who had served in the ·war 
for the preservation of the Union. Bon. Matthew H. Carpenter, United 
States Senator from Wisconsin, delivered an oration, and several of the 
alumni and distinguished soldiers of the War gave brief addresses_. In 
connection with the commencement of July !>, 1872, the twenty-fifth 
a.nni versary of the opening of the college was commemorated by appro
priate exercises, in which representati,Tes from the trustees, the Faculty, 
and the alumni bore a part. · 

President Chapin, after a service of thirty-six years: resigned in 1886, 
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and was succeedQd in the presidency by Rev. E. D. Eaton, a. former 
graduate of the college. Tile inauguration of the new president, No
vember 4, 1886, was the occasion of a large gathering of the alumni and 
friends of the college generally. 

The number of students in atteridancH during the collegiate year 
1887-88 was 265. Of these, 5!} WQre in the regular college course, a.nfi 
the remainder in the Academy, or preparatory school. 

Tile wholo number of graLluates u~ to and including 1887is 371. The 
classes of !SSG and 1887 each nnru bered sixteen. The college first 
began its work with the distinct object .9f training CongregJa.tional and 
Presbyterian ministers, and it held to that object with such te.nacity 
that several whole classes became ministers. A map of the United 
States, says one writer, was shown, with the places where graduates of 
Beloit College had been pastors marked with red. Wisconsin and north
ern Illinois were studded close with these red dots, which covered over all 
the Western States quite thick, and were sprinkled all over the rest of 
the United St:ttes from New England to the Pacific. Out of 311 grad
uates 107 are clergymen or theological students, 12 of whom are mis
sionaries. 

A very large num her have adopted teaching as a :rrofession. Of edi
t.ors Beloit has fnrni~hed some distinguished examples. Of lawyers and 
htw students tltere haYe heen 55 among the graduates of the college, and 
of physicians and medical stuuents 21. These pr9fessions include the 
majority of tile graduates. Of tile 311 alumni 28 are dead. Of the rest 
nearly all are filling positions of usefulness and influence. 

Tile work of the college is now distrihuted to two departments: 
I. Tile College proper, with two parallel courses: 

(a) A classical course, giYing prominence toancientlanguagesand 
literature. 

(b) A pltilosophical course, combining with Latin a wider range of 
science and of modem languages. 

II. Tile Academy. This comprises three courses of study; a classical, 
a scientific, and au EnglP!;h or business course. The classical course 
gives ample preparation for college; tile scientific course prepares for 
the philosophical course in the college, and for the best schools of tech
nology in the country. Tlw English course meets the wa:n,ts of thmle 
not iutcnuing to enter college, hut wishlug those studies llelpful to au 
entrance upon a business life, or teaching. 
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III. 

LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY. 

(Chiefly j1"on& the Alumni Reco?·d, 1881.) 

Lawrence University, of Appleton, was fortunate in having as its 
founder and benefactor Amos Lawrence, whose name it bears. His 
wide benevolence . founc.l one of its most fitting objects in aiding the 
Methodist denomination in the new State, which still had its wealth to 
accumulate, in entering early into the work of higher education. Throu~h 

.aid given by Mr. Lawrence, the church was enabled to establish a uni
versity in this field much sooner than would otherwise have been pos
sible . 

.April17, 1846, a proposition was made by H. Eugene Eastman, agent 
of Mr. Lawrence, to Uev. W. H. Sampson in the following terms: "If 
there is any certainty of a Yigorous co-operation by any other body, lay 
or clerical, I should be willing to put such sum of money in the hands 
of trustees as, placed at interest, will in ten years amount to ten thou· 
sand dollars, and also g·ive (pro\•ided there should be no failure in case 
of my death) the sum of ten tlwusallll dollars, one thousand dollars a 
year for the term of ten years, toward sustaining a competent salary 
for such instructors as may be required; or, if necessary, I will pay ten 
thousand dollars in cash, now, to secure the desired object .. But all this 
is founded on the expectation of a similar sum from otller quarters." 
This proposition was made with the umlerstanding that the institution 
should be located at or near De Pere, Brown Oounty. But the city of 
Appleton met the req uiremeu ts of the gift, and the location was changed 
to that place. In the earlier history of the University Mr. Lawrence 
gave in all about tllirty thousand dollars to the institution. For several 
years prior to 1876 lle gave five hundred dollars annually toward cur
rent expenses. 

On December 28, 1846, at Milwaukee, the proposition was laid before 
a meeting of clergy and laymen of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
who then accepted the offer of Mr. Lawrence, and proceeded to meet the 
conditions upon wllich it wa.s made. A charter incorporating ''The 
Lawrence Institute of Wisconsin" was granted by the Legislature, and 
approved by the Governor January 17, 1847. On the 33d day of Sep· 
tember, 184:7, the cllarter trustees organizecl the Board of Trustees: with. 
Hon.l'I'Iason C. Darling, of Fond du Lac, as president; N. P. Talmadge, 
of Fond du Lac, and Henry A.· Baird, of Green Bay, as vice-presidents; 
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the Rev. \V. H. Sampson, as secretary; and Morgan L. Martin, of Green 
Bay, as treasurer. 

The Board thus organized immediately took measures necessary to 
make the enterprise a reality. The Ron. George W. Lowe, of Kau· 
kauna, and John F. Meade, of Green Bay, generously donated sixty
two acres of land sitnated in what was then known, as the "Grand 
Chute," but which is now ibe Yery centre of tbe City of Appleton, on 
condition that the Lawrence Institute sbould be located tbereon. The 
Board of Trustees accepted tlw gift, and on tbe !>th of August, 1848, 
located tbe Lawrence Institute on said lauds. On the 21st of Marcll, 
1849, tbe Legislature changed tbe institute to "The Lawrence Univer
sity of .. Wisconsin," whicb it lias since retained. During the same )·ear 
a school b uildiug se~euty by thirty feet and three stories high was 
erected. 

November 12, 1849, the school was opened with tlle following corps 
of teacllers: Rev. William H. Sampson, A. M., as principal, Romulus 
0. Kellogg .as p~ofessor of languages, James M. Phinney as professor 
of mathematics, Emeline l\I. Crooker as preceptrcss, and Miss L. Amelia. 
Dayton as assistant teacher. Til us constituted, the school continued as 
an academic dep~rtmeut until 1853, when tbe first college classes were 
organized. Here again the necessities of a newly-settled country re· 
quired the organization of a }H'eparat'ory department before t).Ie com
mencement of the proper college work. 

The number of students tile first year was about sixt~·. The accom
modations were meagre, tile surroundings in many respects disagreea
ble, and tile means very scanty. But the school bad an excelleut rep. 
utation from tile start, and increased in popularity. Tile sacrifices of 
those who had the immediate management were very great, and at times 
the prospects. quite discouragiug. 

September 1, 185~, the nev. Dr. Ellward Cooke, of Boston, l\Iass., 
wa~ elected president of the University, and on the 29th of June, 1853, 
he was installed, took charge of tile college, and organized tbe college 
classes. The fmm e building having been destroyed by fire, tlle present 
college building was commenced in 1853, and completed the following 
year. '.fhis building is oue hundred and twenty feet long by sixty wide. 
It is uuilt of stone, and is three stories and a half abo,·e the basement. 
It contains a commouio us chapel, capable of seating eigbt bundred or 
a thousand people, six recitation rooms, a large Jiurary room, two fine 
society lJalls, large cabinet and r eading-rooms, apparatus rooms, and 
dormitories for about fifty students. 

No\·embcr 7, 1854, a communication from Nathan Appleton informed 
the executive com mit tee of a donatiou from the estate of Samuel Apple
ton, of Boston, l\Iass. , for tbe purposes of a college library. The trust 
was promptly accepted aml made the foundation of the present excel
lent library, one of tbc best workiug liurariC's in tbe \Vest. It now con· 
tains over cleYcn thousaud volumes. From tlle income of the Appleton 
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fund of ten thousand dollars, and the liberality of friends, large addi
tions are annually made. .A. well furnished reading-room is supported 
by the students and faculty, and is well supplied with daily and weekly 
papers and the best periodicals. 

In 1860 the Hon. Lee Claflin, of Boston, gave property to the value 
of ten thousand dollars to found the Claflin Professorsilip of Ethi&.s and 
Civil Polity. 

During the Civil War many of the students entered the military serv
ice of their country, a goodly number under the leadership of one of 
their professors, Henry Pomeroy. Some sacrificed their Jives for tileir 
country; others, after yaliant service, retnrnetl to honor and be hon
ored by their alma mater. Of the a.lumni, the gallant Nathan Paine 
died in battle, and tlw braYe Alfred F. Lamb, of the same clas>l, in 
Libby prison. 

In 1859 Dr. Cooke resigned the presidency, ani.l Prof. R Z. Mason 
was elected to fill the chair. During his .term the college suff'ered, as 
all institutions did, from tile demamls incident to the state of the coun
try during tile Civil ·war. Yet in spite of the effects of tllat war the 
college was steadily progressing in reputation, scholarship, and attend
ance of students. 

In 1865 Dr. Mason retired from, and the Hev. Georg-e l\L Steele was 
elected to, the presidency of the UniYersity. Fourteen years of ~mtir
ing labor be devoted to the interest~;; of Lawreuce Uni\·ersity, estab
lishing there thorough Christian spirit and scholarship. In 1879 Dr. 
Steele resigned, and Dr. E. D. Huntley was elected to tile presidency. 
The latter, in turn, was succeeded by Dr. Bradford P. Haymond, in 1883. 

Like nearly all the colleges in the country, Lawrence Unh•ersity bad 
its struggle with debt. Not until the commencement of 1880 could the 
president announce the college free from debt. But the re•enucs were 
not sufficient to meet the annual expenses, and it was necessary to make 
up the deficiency by donations and gifts, as far as possible, until such 
time as the productive property should be sufficient to pro\· ide the 
necessary revenues. Dr. Iluutley's labor to secure the necessary fumls 
was strenuous, and met with considerable success. 

During 1881 a commodious dwelling for the president was erected on 
the college grounds. A new building is in contemplation for the accom
modation of the lady students. 

Lawrence University, having admitted women to equal privileges with 
men in all respects from its organization, was one of the first of Ameri
can colleges to accord to women the right aml privilege to share with 
men the labors and honors of a. college course. 

The courses of study are the ancient classical, the modern classical, 
the scientific, and the courses preparatory to the same. These courses 
cover for the most part the same :fiehls in natural science, history, 
philosophy, and general literature. The ancient classical gives promi" 
nencc to the Latin and Greek; the scientific exclmles Greek, drops Latin 
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at the end of the Freshman year, and adds several terms of mathemati
cal and scientific studies, while the modern classical, introduced to meet 
tlte growing demand for the modern languages, gives to the French 
and German each six terms-a part of the last term being devoted to 
the history of the literature. It is also proposed for such as can not 
take e fnll collegiate course, to provide facilities for both a thorough 
English and a complete commercial course. The academic course-em
bracing modern languages, mathematics, natural science, history, phi
losophy, and general literature-and the commercial course are de
signed to supply these demands. There is also a musical anll literary 
course, and instruction is given in painting and drawing. 

Besides the sketch in the Alumni Record, 18&1, the chief sources of 
information are the catalogues, the :files of the local papers, the reports 
of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and of the Commis
sioner of Education, and the Historical Sketch of Lawrence University 
written for the Centennial Exposition, 1876. 







IV. 

RIPON COLLEGE.1 

Beginnings.-On a pleasant hill of what is now the city of Ripon, in 
the autumn of 1850, two men might have been seen marking out the 
location of a college bnildiug. This was done amid the jeers of some, 
the indifference of others, and with but slight anticipation, on the part 
of any interested, of the real significance of this small beginning. Only 
one of those concerned in the unuertakiug maue any pretension to a 
liberal education, and none of them were men of wealth. 

There were but fourteen ruue buildings in the village of Ripon, as 
only one year hall elapseu since the first clearing had been made. Yet 
the novelty of founding a college among these rough surroundings and 
at this early stage of tile city's development won the sympathy and 
co-operation of most of tho members of the young settlement. Wiscon
sin, as a State, was less than three years old, anu its population about 
three hundred thousand. There were then but two colleges in the State, 
and they had in attendance only seventy-five students. The pioneers 
in this new college enterprise argued wisely that another institution 
more favorably located for the middle anu northern parts of the State 
would soon be needed, and like many another company they" builded 
better than they knew." Contributions of materials, of money, and of 
land were made, and although lumber had to "be drawn twenty miles 
over rough roads, the work of building was pushed rapidly forward. 
When the walls were comp lete1l and the structure roofed in, the funds 
were exhausteu and the enterprise halted for a time. 

The next step was the obtaining of an act of incorporation, and under 
the name of Brockway College the new institution became known to the 
people of the State. The purpose of the corporation was declared to 
be "to fonnu, establish, and maintain at Ripon, in the county of Fond du 
Lac, an institution of learning of the highest order, embracing also a 
department for preparatory instruction." 

It was now decided that it would be best to enlist some religious de
nomination in the enterprise. Accordingly a proposition was made to 
the Winnebago District Convention of Presbyterian l\Iinisters and 
Churches to adopt the institution. The trustees offered to transfer all 
the property for four hundrell dollars, but the churches were just be
ginning their work and felt too poor to accept the proposal. The min
ister at 1\Ienasha, howeYet·, Re\r, J. vV. \Valcott, bought the property 

t Contributed iu part uy Prof. NewtonS. Fuller. 
55 



56 HIGHER EDUCATION IN WISCONSIN. 

for the conv~ntion, agreeing to transfer it to that body when~ver it was 
able to take it. One of the conditions of the trustees was tha!i' the 
building should be so far cctmpleted that a school should be opened in 
1853. Mr. Walcott took n~session of the property in November, 1852, 
and. e11larged the grounds by the purchase of lo.nd adjoining. Two 
rooms on the east side of the building were soon finished, and a school 
for young ladies was opened in June, 1853. The first teacher was Miss 
.Martha J . .Adams, and the number of pupils for the first terin sixteen. 
In September a young men's department was auded, Mr. Walcott as
suming the control of both departments as principal, and remaining in 
charge three years. 

In February, 1855, a new charter was obtaineu, and two years later 
]\fr. Walcott connyed to a Board of Trustees, designated by the con
vention, the grounds and building. During that year liberal subscrip
tions were obtained, and a second building, now known as Middle 
College, was erected. The financial disaster of the country in this year, 
together with a debt incurred in building, a second , time crippled the 
resources of the school. Yet it struggled on till June, 1861. At that 
time many of the young men enlisted in the ~' Ripon Rifles," the first 
company that went from Ripon to aid in the War for the Union, and 
teachers and sch<lars devoted themselves to the work-of fitting out the 
new volunteers. During the summer vacation the trustees leased the 
grounds to the Government for a camp. The white tents of the First 
Wisconsin Cavalry dotted the campus till the last of November, while 
troops occupied the East Building and used some of the rooms of Mid
dle College for hospital purposes. 

For nearly a year after this Mrs. C. T. Tracy and Miss Martha Wheeler, 
who had been connecte-d with the school for two years previous, gave 
private instruction to i1 clas.s of young ladies. To· the fidelity of these 
two women in tl,tis crisis, the continuous existence of the school is due. 

In July, 1862, a notable meeting was held by the Winnebago District 
Convention, to decide whether the institution should live or die. Its 
friends rallied to its support and raised a subscription which J>artially 
paid the debt. The trustees accordingly reopened the school, in Sep· 
tember, with Rev. E. H. Merrell at its head. Thil:! gentleman was then 
recently graduated from Oberlin College, and llas now been long~r con
nected with the institution than any other professor. The school grew 
so rapidly, and its prospects seemed so faV<n·able, that in April, 1863, 
the trustees began the organization of a permanent Faculty. Rev. Will
iam E. Merriman, of Green Bay, a graduate of 'Williams College, was 
elected president, and Rev. E. H. Merrell professor of languages. 

At the opening of the term in September, 1863, the first college class 
was formed. During that year the debts were all paid, the library was 
begun, and amendments to the charter were obtained, among other 
things changing the name of the institution to Ripon College. 

In· 1866, three years after the permanent organization of the college, 
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the school had outgrown its accommoua.tions, and by the following year 
a. third building, now West College, was erected and occupied. A lab· 
oratory has since been ereeteu. The growing requirement for room has 
also necessitated the building of a "Ladies' Cottage," which will be 
much more pretentious in appearance aml proportions than the name 
\Vould indicate. Tbo new building will be commodious, beautiful, and 
complete in' all its aJlpointments. The builuing was completeu in the 
spring of 1888. 

Charter Powers and Control of the College.-The charter of the college 
incorporates the Board of Trustees of Ripon College, fifteen in number, 
including tlle president of the college, who is ex officio a trustee. The 
others holtl office for three years, one-third retiring each year. The 
Board fills its own vacancies. It bas power to esiablish any depart
ment of learning, to coufer the usual degrees, to control the finances, 
nnll in general to manage tlte affairs of the college. 

Design and Cha·racter.-Young men and young women enjoy equal at1-
vantages at H.ipon. It is the aim of the institution to keep its standard 
fully up to that of the best western colleges, and its methods in harmony 
with tlw most enlightened views of education. It aims also to furnish 
a thorough. preparation for the pursuits of college courses, and to pro
vide a sound practical education for such as may desire to fit themselves 
for common school teaching or for business. It is likewise the earnest 
purpose of the officers of the institution to conduct it on distinctively 
Christian principles, and to llave it pervaded with a strong and llealthy 
moral aml religious influence. 
· The institntion comprises the following departments: The college, 

the prepamtory school, the Euglish academy, and the school of music. 
In the college two liberal courses of study-the classical aml scientific
have been arrauged, each extending through four years. The courses 
of preparation extend through three years. B£>sides these regular 
courses of study a select course, extending through five years, bas 
been arranged for such as are uuable to take eitller of the degree 
courses. The course of study in the Euglisll academy extends tllrough 
three years. 

Information about Ripon College may be obtained from Historical 
Sketches of the Colleges of Wisconsin (:\Iadison, Wis.: Atwood & 
Culver, 1876); Proceedings of the Quarter Century of the Society for 
the Promotion of Collegiate and Theological Education at theW est, pp. 
175-82; Historical Sketch of Ripon College, in the Ripon Enterprise, 
October, 1876; History of H.ipon, by Captain Mapes; History of Fond 
duLac County; Catalogues of Ripon College; files of tlle College Days. 



V. 

RACINE COLLEGE.t 

Racine College was founded in 1852, under the auspices of the Epis
copal Church in the diocese of Wisconsin. It was incorporated by act 
of the Legislature March 3d of that year. The first president was the 
Rev. Roswell Park, D. D., a graduate of West Point and Union Col- . 
lege, and for some time a professor in the University of Pennsylvania. 

For it~ real estate and its first building, the old Park Hall (destroyed 
by fire in 1864), the college was mainly indebted to citizens of Racine. 
An early circular states that "the location is a beautiful one, on the 
southern margin of Racine, traversed by the main street of the city, in 
an oak grove, fronting on Lake Michigan, and commanding an exten
sive view of the lake in its ever-varying phases." The school opened 
on the 15th of November with nine students, closing with thirty-three 
the next summer. 

There were from the outset arrangements for two departments, pre
paratory and c~Uegiate. T)lere were also two courses, the" full course,'' 
intended to comprehend a full classical education, and the iC shorter 
course," constituting a preparation for business. 

The degree assigned to the latter was that of bachelor of science. 
This was the degree generally taken during the earlier years of the col· 
lege. The classical course was apparently thorongh, but much less ad
vanced than at the present day, though perhaps equal to that of the 
majority of American colleges thirty years ago. The degree of bache
lor of arts, however, was only granted to six candidates between the 
years 1852 and 1859. 

The moral SUJ..>ervision was somewhat more strict than is the case 
at the majority of colleges. The religious worship from the first was, 
of course, in accordance with the formularies of the Episcopal Church, 
and attendance at the chapel services, morning and evening, was en
forced. 

The new school 'was soon in a flourishing condition, and increased 
from year to year until it had attained to the number of eigh.ty students 
in 1856-57. In the summer of that year, July 4th, the corner-stone of 
Kemper Hall was laid, subscriptions having been obtained in Racine to 
the amount of twelve tlwusaml dollars. But in 1857-58, the period. of 
the great financial crisis, the decline in numbers was so rapid as to 

58 
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threaten the very existence of the youthfnl institution. It also became 
impossible to collect subscriptions previously made. The deliberations 
which ensued bring us to a new epoch in the history of the college. 

The preparatory department of Nashotah Seminary had not long be
fore received a new organization, and had been placed in charge of the 
Rev. James DeKoven. This school was known as St. John's Hall. It 
was now determined to call DeKoven to Racine, and to transfer the 
students of St. John's to H.acine College, thus combining the two insti
tutions and making Racine the preparatory school for Nashotah. This 
plan was · carried into effect in the autumn of 1859. Dr. Park, through 
whose zeal and energy such substantial foundations had been laid, re
tained his connection with the college as chancellor, but retired from 
th~ active management of affairs. DeKoven was. appointed rector, and 
assumed the entire responsibility.· 

.A complete reorganization was efl'ected, substantially after the present 
inodel. The genius of DeKoven soon gave the school a wide reputa
tion, and its numbers rapidly increased; nevertheless, the presence of 
so large a. proportion of candidates for orders, together with the rela
tion now assumed toward Nashotah, led to a wide-spread impression 
that' the institution was exclusively a theological seminary or school, an 
impression which has not yet entirely faded from the public mind. But 
while there was a preponderance, for a time, of students destined for the 
ministry, and while the preparation of snch students was declared to 
bA an especial object of the college, it was never the exclusive object, 
and each year brought a larger number destined for all walks of life 
and seeking simply a liberal education, until in 1865 the statement of 
theological preparation as a special object finally disappears from the 
catalogue. 

Tho new statutes of 1862-63 indicate the ideal which was now had in 
view. The first was as follows: "Racine College shall be a Christian 
home for the training of the youth committed to its care in Christian 
virtue and sound learning." In accordance with this, much stress is 
laid in the circulars and catalogues upon the family organization, and 
tllis is still the undet·lying idea which distinguishes Racine. The fol
lowing are some of the general principles of government and discipline: 
"To trust as far as possible to the honor of the boys, and at the same 
time to observe sufficient 'vatchfnlness to prevent secret disobedience;" 
"To insist upon obedience as a duty to God, and to encourage by every 
means possible the voluntary confession of offences .;" ''To govern the 
boys by means of a certain number selected for their fitness and gen
eral good conduct, who shall be the honored students of the college." 

In the primary organization mucll was borrowed from the tried and 
time-honored systems of the great Englisll public schools, but with 
careful adaptations from the first to the conditions and requirements 
of .American life and cllaracter. Further modifications were intro
duced as time and experience dictated, but the fundamental princi-
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ples have remained unch!\Ugeu. During the periotl from 185!) to 
1875-7G, the college and gramma.r school were nearly l10mogeneous, 
much the same rules being in force and the same surveillance exer
cisell in the one as in the other. In the development of the organi
zation, an<l in establishing t.he discipline of the school, DeKo,en 
was ably seconded by lVIr. E. B. Spalding, ns head-master and after
ward sub-warden. Bnt while the formation of the moral and spirit
ual lifQ, and the establishment of a high tone and cbarac,ter ~u the 
school, absorbed much of the attention of Dr. DeKoYen during these 
early years, there was also a stearly adYanco in intellectual strength 
and efficiency_ 

From 1858 Prof. Homer Wheeler abl.v filled the chair of mathematics. 
Steps which indicate the progress of tbe college a:s an institution of 
learning were the a<l<lition to the Faculty of the late Dr. Passmore in 
1862, for twenty years previously professor in St. James's College, Mary
land; of Dr. Dean in 18G5, as professor of Latin and Gt·eek; of Dr. 
Hinsdale, since president of Hobart College, in ISG7; and of Drs. El
mendorf and Falk a little later. Although tltere remained still much 
room for improvement in the course, tbc Faculty of 1868 was a bouy of 
men which would a<lorn any institution. 

Under the combined influences of a carefully developCll methou of 
moral and spiritual training on the one haml, a11<l of an efl'ectual in tel· 
lectual culture on the other, tbe growth of the college wa::; Yigorous and 
rapid. The time seemed to have arrived for :t 11ew aujustment. Hith
erto the college had been closely connected with tlu'\ diocese of Wiscon
sin, but it was now determined to make it a more gent'ral institution, 
and to place it under the patrounge of tbe bislwps an<l clet·ical and lay 
trustees from several adjoining· States of the West aull North- West. It 
was believed that it would l1e 110ssible by a legitimate anu natural 
development to establish here a true University, which should pro
mote the c:wse of sound learning in tbe North-West, and at the same 
time vindicate for religious anti moral culture its true place in edu
cation, as opposell to tlte secularism and materialism wbich hm·e 
become so widely ~;pread. In 1875 the requisite changes in the 
statutes and internal organization were made, looking toward the 
establishment of a. "university for the North·west." The college was 
organized in more uistinct separation from the lower school, and in 
other respects its discipline was modifi. ed with reference to a higher de. 
velopment of intellectual life. A<lditi ons to the Faculty in close con
nection with tbese changes were tbe Re,·. J. H. Conyerse, A. lVI. (Har
vard), in 1872, as Dr. Dean's successor, and somewhat later theRe,·. F. 
S. Luther, A.M., in the clwir of mathematics, and Robert 0. Hinuley, 
A. M., as professor of chemistry, botll of Trinity College. 

Racine is well known as a place where religions principles are fear
lessly taught and moral guidauee carefully insisted upon; but few, ex
cept those who know it most intimately, are aware how steady and per. 
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sistent has been the endeavor to raise the intellectual tone, and to make 
both college and grammar school second in thoroughness to none in the 
country. 

Up to the present date the college has lacked those endowments which 
are essential to give permanency to the work. With the exception of 
the several prize funds, as stated in the catalogue, the only endowment 
Racine possesses, besides its .ninety acres of land and its substantial 
buildings, is the Taylor foundation of thirty thousand dollars for tbe 
benefit of orphan sons of the clergy and candidates for holy orders. 
This was derived from the legacy of Mrs. Isaac Taylor in 1866. 

In this state of things the loss in 1879 of that commanding genius 
whieh had for so many years guided the destinies and shaped the life 
of the college, was a severe blow. But the work of DeKoven has proYed 
strong enough to endure, and, without any departure from the great 
prinQiples of education so long maintained, it is believed that the in
ternal organization and discipline were never better, the intellectual 
work never more effective, than at present. There is every ground of 
hope that with a body of officers and instructors sincerely commit
ted to the principles which have been here asserted, a Board of Trus
tees exercising a wise guidance of her substantial interests, and an army 
of devoted sons who have gone forth from her fostering care during 
these thirty years, and who never fail to respond to appeals in her be
half, Racine College may fulfil the designs of lter foun<lers and Yindi
cato the great principles of education for which she has invariably con
tended. 

The above sketch is taken from the Year-Book of Racine College, 
1887-88. A Historical Sketch of Racine College was prepared for the 
Centennial Exposition. 



VI. 

MILTON COLLEGE. 

In the summer and fall of 18H au lnunble structure for the u::;e of au 
academic school wa.8 erected iu the village of Milton. Tlto institution 
was established with no other purpose tl.Jan to accommodate the young 
people of the immediate vicinit~·. There was no expectation that it 
would ever become a first-class academy or college. 

The nature of the locality and the character of the inhabitants !lave 
materially aided the enterprise. The intermixture of small prairies and . 
woodlands with rich alluvial soils attracted, in an early day, tlte notice 
of the pioneers of the East, and led to tile closely compact settlement of 
the country. The position, on a broad, rolling upland, one of the lligll· 
est elevations between Lake J\ficlligan and the Mississippi River, and 
one hundred and thirty feet a hove the beautiful Rock River, w llich flows 
around in nearly a balf.circle at tile distance of six to eight miles, is one 
of exceeding healthfulness. The scenery is surpassingly tleligbtful. 

The present inhabitants migratcu principally from New England and 
New York. A few families came from Scotland and Pennsylvania. AU 
were acquainted with the workings of public schools, aud some with the 
ad>antages of an academy. Tl.Je ideas of education first formed by an 
experience under tl.Je school system of Massachusetts, and remoulded 
afterwards in tile midst of the thrift and greatness of tile Empire State, 
guided those wllo built up and patronized tile school. One of the first 
teachers in the institution says: "Nowl!ere else haYe I enr witnesse1l 
the exbibitio n of more zeal and public spirit in the behalf of educatiou." 

It was expected tllat a few of the young people of tltis section might 
here fit thcmsel>es to enter some college, either iu the "'iVest or· in the 
East; but the instruction to be gi>cn in the school was designed almost 
exclusively for two purposes, viz, to aid young men in qualifying thein. 
selves for the ordinary business pursuits, and both young men and 
young women to prepare themselves for teaching in the public schools. 
From tb.e beginning every advantage which was to be offered to young· 
men in the academy was also to be offered to young ladies. They both 
were to recite in tl.Je same classes. A school of this kin<l, it was tltougltt, 
would tend to induce families coming into this new country to settle iu 
the vicinity of the place. l\Iany persons were moYing at tlle time into 
this region: and a well-regulated and enterprising academy would com
pensate them in part for the educational facilities wllich they left be. 
hind them in the East. 

62 
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The academy was opened in December, 1844, as a select school. For 
the first two or three years the average annual attendance was about 
seventy. 

In the winter of 1847-48 the citizens of the place combined together 
to secure a charter for the school, and to plitce it under the control of a 
Board of Trustees. Up to this time it had been solely under the man
agement of Hon. J'oseph Goodrich, who hatl sustained all the losses for 
the teacher's salary and the incidental expenses. The advantages 
which the school had conferred upon the community were marked an<l 
satisfactory. It was settled that a school with academic pri dleges could 
be maintained here. The people had been partially euucated to foster 
such au institution, and to look forward to its assuming a higher and 
more permanent position. Accordingly, an act of incorporation was 
obtained from the Wisconsin Territory February 28, 1848, granting to 
seven trustees the exclusive control of the school, which was entitled 
the "D11 Lac Academy," a name that was never popular, nor used be
yond the charter aUt.l the correspondence of tile officers of the school. 

In 1849, under the gnidance of energetic and enthusiastic instructors, 
a decided impulse was given to the school. Young people from localities 
twenty or thirty miles distant joined the classes, and the attendance 
was raised to over a hundred a year. 

For the want of suitable accommodations the school was suspended 
two-thirds of the year in 1853. It became evident that better facilities 
by way of buildings, apparatus, anu cabinets must be furnished or the 
enterprise must be abandoned. A larger Faculty must also be se
cured, and regular ~ourses of study be adopted. A greater number of 
the people in the section must be enlisted in the suppor~ of the acad
emy and money contributeu to place it in a better working condition. 
With this result the history of the school as the Du Lac Academy 
ended. 

The awakening of a new interest in the school leu to the formation 
of a larger association of the citizens; and a uew chart.er was obtained 
from the Legislature March 31, 185!, naming the institution the "~fil
tou Academy." 

From the opening of the fall term, 1851, Prof. A. C. Spicer h:1d the 
sut1ervision of the acauemy most of the time for seven years. After 
his resignation in 18581 the tmstees, failing in several efforts to obtain 
a successor, prevaile<l upon Re,r. \V. C. Whitford, then the pastor of the 
Se>enth-Da.y Baptist Church of 1\iilton, to assume the charge during 
the following fall term. Afterward he ponsented to remain in the 
same position the balance of the year. Finally he resigned the pastoral 
charge of the chm·ch, and became permanently connected ·with the 
school as the principal. 

At the time scarcely any other place could have been more uninviting. 
Heavy debts for the erection of the buildings had been contracted; the 
community was sharply divided on questions which were connected 
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wit1t tha management of the academy; a. rival institution had been 
opened in the place; and several academies within twenty-five miles of 
Milton had sprung into existence. 

The institution closed its operations under the cl.Jarter as au academy 
July 2, 1867, in consequence of its incorporation as a college. .A re
view of its history for the last thirteen years, under tl.Je title of the 
Milton Academy, will furnish tl.Je reasons why its friends sought and 
obtained the college charter. Beginning with the attendance of about 
one hundred students per year, the school registered, in 1866, four hun
dred and twenty-one pupils. Seventy-three students-thirty-nine gen
tlemen and tllirty-four ladies-had graduated in all the courses of the 
academy. The opposition academy organized in the place had perished 
soon after its opening. All classes of people were united in maintain
ing the school at a high standard. While tile institution llad been sus
tained mainly by the means and labors of the Seventll-Day Baptists, 
yet it was very largely p:ttronized by the young people from tile other 
religious denominations in tllis section. Over five thousand dollars of 
the indebtedness had been cancelled. In all these thirteen years not 
the debt of a single dollar for teachers' salaries bad been contracted, 
nor an obligation against the institution, in any form, llad been added 
to the indebtedness. 'rhe philosophical and cllemica.I apparatus llad 
been enlarged, and some valuable collections had been made for the 
botanical arid geological cabinets. The basement of the main hall had 
been refitted for boarding accommodations, and the grounds orna· 
mented with sbadP. trees. Se,Teral tllousand do11ars in subscriptions 
had been received for the enlargement of this ha11, and about five thou
sand dollars for au endowment fund. 

Three courses of st.udy bad, most of the time, been sustained; namely, 
the normal and English, the scientific, and the classical, each extend
ing over a period of four years. In the normal department a large pa.rt 
of the work of the institution was performed. It was organized onder 
the regulations of the normal regents of the State from 1858 to 1865, 
aml received some aid each year from the normal school fund. During 
the last eight years nearly one hundred teachers were annually pre· 
pared for the public and private sehools. The n~port of the State Super
intendent for 18G6 states tllat one hundred and fifty-nine stullents were 
in the normal classes of the academy, and that eigllty-onc of this num
ber taught during tllat year. The Wisconsin Journal of Education for 
1864 said that " no academy in the State furnishes so many teachers for 
the surrounding schools as this." The members of tl!is department 
were trained for their profession, not only by daily recitations in the 
studies of the prescribed course, but by lectures and discussions on the 
different principles and metllods of education. The students who were 
pursuing the scientific and the clas~ical courses had an opportunity to 
fit th6mselves for the Junior classes in our colleges. In these the mod
ern and the ancient languages were most carefully taugllt.. Marked 
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attention was gi\'en to the natural sciences and the higher mathemat
ical studies. The more ad vauced stmleu ts-bQth gentlemen amlladies
often expressed the wish that the institution would add to its curricu
lum the studies of the last two years of the college c01irses. Eighty-five 
students were fountl, at the close of the academic year for 1867, ready 
to form the Freshman and Sophomore classes, under the organization 
of the college. 

It was no hasty or ill-advisetl movement on the part of the friends 
of the school in obtaining a college charter with university privileges. 
The respon~ihility and toil in building up such an institution were care
fully considered, aull the risks to be encountered were thoroughly 
canvas8ed. The act incorporating the college pa8sed the Legislature 
of the State in February, 1867, and was formally accep~ed by the stock
holderil of the institution .l\:larch 13th following. The charter grants 
the privilege of conferring degrees, and prohibits the exaction of any 
religious test or qualification of any trustee, officer, professor, teacher, 
or student of the institution. 

It was resolved tQ unite both the academic and the collegiate courses 
of stud~·, au arrangement which the institution has since pursued in 
common with most of the colleges in the West. There are now three 
courses of study-a classical course, a scientific course, and a teacher~' 
course. The classi1~al course embraces all the studies of 11oth the pre
paratory and the collegiate departments, exl!epting those in the modern 
languages. Grad nates from this course receive the degree of bachelor of 
at·ts. The scientific course accommodates those stmlents who. prefer 
the study of the German and the advanced English lauguagPs to that 
of the 'Greek. Graduates from this course receive the degree of bachelor 
of science. In the teachers' course special attention is given to the 
prepar·ation of students for teaching iu tile public schools of the State. 

The above sketch is in part taken from the Historical .Sketch of Mil
ton College, prepared for the Centennial Exposition, 1876. 

The other chief sonrces of information respecting ti.Je college are the 
annual reports to the Bureau of Education at \Vasi.Jiugton, to the Su
perintendent of Public Instruction of Wisconsin, aUt! to the Education 
Society of the Stn·euth-D,ty Baptists of the Uuited States. 
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VII. 

GALESVILLE UNIVERSITY, 'VA YLA.NJ) UNIVERSITY, AND 
CARROLL COLLEGE. 

Galest•ille University.-The charter for this institution wa!! obtained . 
• January, 1854, by H9n. George Gale, who procured also the organiza. 
tion of the new county of Trempealeau, with its seat at the incipient 
village of Galesville, which was to be the location of the University. 
At first designed by the founder as an independent institution, the 
:Methodist Episcopal Conference of West Wisconsin in October, 1858, 
accepted the official control of its management, in conjunction with a 
local Board, as tendered by its trustees. It was planned as a U niver
E~ity proper, with the several departments appropriate to such an organ
ization, and some of these were for a time in actual operation. The 
building of a college edifice, begun in 1858, was completed in 1862. In 
1859 the preparatory department was opened with Re,·. Samuel Fallows 
as principal, and Hon. Geo. Gale as president of Faculty and lecturer 
in law and history. Scholarships wer~ issued to obtain funds for build
ing, and these after several years were redeemed in exchange for l.and~ 
owned by the Uui\"ersity, so that little was left for tlie maintenance of 
instruction except the agricultural farm attached to the building .. 

Rev. Samuel Fallows was succeeded at the end of two year!! by Ue• . 
• T. S. Farleer, and he again by Rev. Harrison Gilleland in 1865, who as 
president of the Faculty remained at the head of the institution till 
1877. At this date a change was }ll'Ocured iu the terms of the charter 
through the agency of the local trustees and the consent of others, 
whicli transferred to the Presbytery of Cui ppewa, in tlte Presbyterian 
body, the prerogative of control in the choice of a majority of the trus
tees. John W . .:\-IcLaur.v was then chosen president, and sen·ed f11r six 
years. Tl.te building was enlarged soon after, and a departmeut of mili
tary instruction was added. January 6, 1884, the interior of the school 
builtliug was destroyed by fire, and was restored for use in 1886. HeY. 
J. Irwin Smith, D. D., succeeded President McLaurs in the duties of 
that office, and has continued to discharge them to tlie ])resent time. 

The institution has now au establishment admirably equipped with 
buildings and teachers, and a fair library, togetlier with apparatus for 
thorough college wot·k, iu a region unsnpplied by any other agency of 
likP. g-rncle, and with fair pt·omise of enhtrge ment antl rapicl progress.' 

l6 
I TIJis sketch is coutriuuted uy Prctiideut .J. Irwin Smith. 
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ln addition to the colleges whose histories have been related in the 
foregoing pages, many others have been established and have met with 
yaryiug degrees ot' success. Very often, indeed, these schools started 
with prospects fully as bright as tlwse bad that have secured a perma
nent. footing. But some found the tidd already occupied, some were 
organized on too narrow a basis, whila some, on the other hand, at
tempted too much work, failing as colleges when they might have 
attained great success as academies; owing to these and various other 
causes, most of them have perished. Several, howe>er, are still in 
exrstence as academies, sometimes adding also the first year or two of 
collegiate work. Carroll College, for instance, now an excellent acad
emy! granted degrees for some years, and Wayland Uni>ersity still 
oflers part of a. college course. 

Wayland University.- Wayland University, at Beaver Dam, was 
chartered January 31, 1855. The same ;year instruction began, the in· 
t~ntion being to conduct a regular college, introducing other depart
ments as occasion required. l\Iistakes in management and the poverty 
of the Baptists of Wisconsin pren•nted the realization of the plans of 
the founders. Instead of a college curriculum, the Freshman and Sopho
more years are all that have been attempted in addition to preparatory 
and academic work. Through varying fortunes. the school continued 
doing first-class academic woi·k until, in tile fall of 18'iG, a small Fresll 
man class was organized. About 1876 a movement for an endowment 
culminated in the collection of thirty-five thousand dollars. The school 
l1as at present a Faculty of eight-three gentlemen and fi>e ladies, and 
in the fall of 1887 bad ninety-four students. 

Gcu·roll Gollege.-Carroll College, at Waukesha, was chartered by act 
of the Council and House of Representati,·es of the Territory of Wiscon
sin, approved January 31, 1~46. For some ~·ears preparatory instruc
tion was carried on in rooms procured for that purpose. On September 
l 1, 1850, Rev. John A. Sa,age, D. D., of Ogdensburg, N.Y., was elected 
president, and filled the duties of that position until .April 7, 18G3. A 
building was erected in 18521 and "as occupied the f!)llowiug year. 
College classes were formed, and four classes, numbering nineteen 
young men, were gradriated in the years 1857, 1858, 1859, and 1860. 
Owing to financial difficulties and the excitement due to the outbreak 
of the Cidl War, the college "as poorly sustained for the ensuing year, 
and ou the 5th of December, 1860, the trust P-es took action suspending 
instruction. 

The iustit.ntion was reopened iu September, 1863, under the charge 
of Prof. \Vm. Alexander, and contiuned for nearly two yt>ars. 

After a year·'s further suspension the trustees offered the charge of 
the institutiop. to ,V, L. Rankin, a graduate of Princeton College, and 
at that time principal of one of the graded sclwols of Elizabeth, N. J, 
He accepted the offer and opened the school l\Iarch 5, 1866. Since 
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then a persistent and earnest effort has been made to raise the institu 
tion to a position of permanent stability. 

An academic course has been maintained, and one thousand auu 
sixty-t\vo pupils have been enrolled (1886). Since 18i6 diplomas haY"' 
been conferred upon its graduates. The possession of this diplomP 
entitles the gradnate to admission to the Unh·ersity of Wisconsir 
without examination. Students have been sent to Princeton, Yale, 
Williams, Lafayette, Wabash, Wooster, Ann Arbor, Lake For~st, an1l 
to the different colleges in our own State. l\Iany ha.>e entere1l schools 
of law and medicine without. further collegiate preparation. About 
two hundred have become teachers. 

0 
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