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COllEGE 

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

BUREAU .oF EDUCATION, 

Washington, D. 0., . May ~4, 1889. 

The Honorable the SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 

Washington, D. 0. : 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit the accompanying monograph 

upon the History of Education in Alabama, which bas been prepared 
for the Bureau ofEducation by the Hon. Willis G. Clark, of Mobile. 

It is n. llistory of education in that State from ·the beginning to the 
present time. No publications have heretofore been made detailing in 
convenient form what Alabama has attempted and accomplished in 
this direction. 'fhis is a pioneer exploration in a field of inquiry at 
once inviting and important. 

The information embodied in the following monograph has, for the 
most part, been obtained·from origin~l sources, requiring a careful ex~ · 
amination oftherecords and unpublished minutes of the Unive.rsityof 
Abbama ; personal 'Conferences with leading educators; the perusal 
of newspaper ·files; -and a patient and exhaustive study of the official 
reports of the superintendents of education. The libraries of the Uni
versity aiHl at, the Capitol iQ. Montgomery have also furnished import~nt 
information concerning the early history of the State. 

Commencing with the · first settlement of Europeans on the Tensas 
River, under LeMoyne cle Bienville in 1702, a rapid sketch is given 
of tile progress made during the Colonial and Territorial eras, embrac
ing over a century in time, until .Alabama was admitted into the Union. 
From that time· the gradual development of educational facilities in the 
State and the· manner in which these were improved are fully narrated. 

Tile love of adventure and the hope of pecuniary reward. were the 
leading incentives to the first settlement made in this territory by Euro· 
peans. The settlers were few in nu:mber and for the most part dissolute_ 
in cilaracter, surrounded by Indians, and not likely to give much thot1gl.it 
to the subject (!&education. Doubtless · primary classes· were taught by 
the cure of the parish; but if so, no record of the fact exists. One of the 
last official acts of Bienville as governor of the Province of Louisiana 
{then embracing this settlement) was an application dated March 26, 
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1742, to the French Government for the organization of a college. The 
request was refused, on the ground that the colony was too unimportant 
for such an establishment. 

Neither the British nor the Spanish authorities who successively 
came into control of the Province seem to have made any efl'ort to edu
cate the children of this Colony, although during the War of the Revo. 
lution there was a notable increase in the population of the Tensas 
and Tombigbee settlements; and when the Province came under the 
Government of the United States there was a further increase. But 
as lately as 1810 the present limits of Alabama contained only 3,481 
white inhabitants. The first American school in this Territory of wLich 
we find any record was established by John Pierce at the Boat Y anl 
on the Tensas Rh:er, not far from Mobile, "where," according to the 
historian of Alabama, Mr. Pickett, "the high-blood descendants of 
Lachlan McGillivray, the Taits, Weatherfords, and Durants, the aristo
c.ratic Linders, the wealthy Mims, and the children of many others 
learned to read." 

In 1811 the first academy was incorporated by the Territorial Legis
lature anq Jocated at Saint Stephens, in Washington County, and a year 
later the Green Academy, which became an important and flourish
ing school, was established in Huntsville. In the year 1814 an apprO· 
priation of one thousand dollars was made from the treasury of tlle 
Territory in aid of these two schools-the first appropriation of public 
money ever made in tLis Territory for educational purposes. 
~oon after the admission of Alabama a.s a._State into the Union, De

cember 14, 1819, steps were taken for the establishment of a University, 
wllich resulted, a few years later, in the organization and equipmeut of 
the University of Alabama, whose history is nearly coeval with, and forms 
an important part of, the history _of the State. Hence the progress, man
agement, condition, and prosperity of this institution of learning are given 
a prorninent place in the history of education in Alabama. Certainly an 
institution which has had on its roll of officers and professors some of the 
most renowned and illustrious scholars and educators, and on its roll 
of alumni some of the most distinguished statesmen, jurists, diplo· 
matists, and legislators this country has produced, deserves to have its 
history written, its record published. Besides, the changes through 
which the University has passed in the nearly threescore years of its 
existence; its struggles with adversity; its eras of prosperity; its tests 
of ed.ucational theories; its methorls of government; its every -day work
all these are subjects worthy of consideration, and may be studied with 
profit. 

Under such presidents as Woods, Manly, Garland, Smith, Gorgas, 
Lewis, and Cl-ayton, and such professors as Barnard, Tutwiler, Tuomey, 
Stafford, Mallet, Hargrove, and Battle in · the past, and the present 
able Faculty, the University could not fail to make a record worthy of 
preservation. Biographical sketches are giveu iu the monograph of 
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the distinguished men named who have passed to their reward, or have 
retired from active service as educators. 

The destruction of the University buildings by fire, near the close of 
the War, the depression which followed, the rebuilding of the Uni
versity, its enlargement and increased facilities, are occurrences of com
paratively recent date, and need only be mentioned here. They will be 
found in detail in the pages devoted to the University. 

A brief sketch is given of the Agricultural and Mechanical College, as 
next in order of State im;titutions of learning; it is located at Auburn, 
aml was established in 1872. Beginning as a preparatory and classical 
school, it was subseqnentlyenla.rged into a polytechnic institute of high 
character and ample equipment. In June, 1887, the main college build
ing was destroyed by fire, but the disaster occurred at the close of the 
college year, and by the zeal and industry of the officers the exercises 
were renewed at the usual time. A new and more commodious build
ing is in course of construction, and will soon be completed. 

An industrial department has been established. the machinery of 
which is driven by engines made by the students in mechanics. The 
State model farm and experiment station are located at the college, and 
meteorological observations are taken and reported for the benefit of the 
farmers of the State. A department for wood-work and also a foundry 
and shops for working in iron are connected with the college, in which 
students are taught the use of tools, cabinet and joiner work, and cast
ing, welding, and the manipulation of iron and steel. 

Some account is also given in these pages of the school for the educa
tion of the deaf, dumb, and blind which is in successful operation at 
Talladega, under the supervision of Dr. Johnson, an accomplished gen
tleman, admirably fitted for the important and delicate trust commit· 
ted to him. Recently a separate school for the blind. has been estab
lished, but it is still under the supervision of Dr. Johnson. 

Several of the religious denominations in Alabama have given much 
attention to the subject of education and have established high schools, 
seminaries, and colleges of their own, some of which are of high char- . 
acter and exert a wide influence. The Baptist and Methodist denomi
nations are the most active and zealous in this work, the former hav
ing established the Roward College and the Judson Female Institute, 
the latter, the Southern University at Greens borough, the Alabama Con
ference Female College at Tuskegee, and other notable schools. The 
Catholics have the well known Jesuit college at Spring Hill and the 
Academy of Visitation near Mobile, besides other sclwols in di:m~rent 
parts of the State. This monograph in Part II gives a general view 
of this educational work, and a more particular account of the more 
prominent schools mentioned. 

Before the War but little attention was given in Alabama to public 
education. The social customs prevailing made the University and the 
denominational and the private schools the almost exclusive channels 
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of inst.ruction for children and youth. Yet much interest was tak1 

in education, and schools of high character abounded. Every conn 
and nearly every settlement had its academy or high school, which w 
well taught and well attended. The system of labor prevailing ga· 
abundant means and leisure to the agriculturists, whose sons we 
trained for the learned professions and whose daughters became cu 
ured and accomplished women. Some of these schools became eel 
brated, and exerted a large influence in moulding the character a1 
shaping the careers of the youth of the State. Some of them, notab 
the Greene Springs School, have fulfilled their mission and passed o 
of existence, but have left a memory of good works which will long s1, 
vive them. The Greene Springs School was founded by the late D 
Henry Tutwiler, and was in its day one of the most famous and exet 
lent of Southern schools. Dr. Tutwiler was a distinguished gradua 
of the University of Virginia, was for a time a professor in the Unive 
sity of Alabama, and was one of the most successful educators AI. 
bama ever had. His school was maintained with unvarying succeRsf; 
an ordinary lifetime, exerting a strong and healthful influence npl 
all sections of the State. A full account of this school and a biograpl 
ical sketch of its founder will be found in the monograph. 

A brief sketch is also given of a notable female school of ante bellu. 
days conducted by Mrs. Stafford at Tuscaloosa, and of the Marion Mi 
itary Institute, established recently by Col. J. T. M urfee on the r 
moval from that locality of Howard College, of which he was long t1 
able president. Other schools of excellence and high standing m 
mentioned in the general review of schools taught for private emol 
ment. 

It bas been aptly said that the " common school is the people's Cl 

lege," and that the education of the people is essential to the stabiH 
of the Republic-the palladium of U.s liberties. Whatever tends to tl 
velop and promote a wise system of public education is a matter 
high import and deserving of most careful consideration; for, after a 
exce1lent and IiberalJy patronized as may be our universities, collegt 
and schools for the higher and secondary education, the fact must I 
conceded that only a minor proportion of the youth, even of the mo 
favored States, can hope to enter the higher portals and enjoy co1le1 
advantages. The great majority must obtain an education in the co1 
mon schools provided and conducted by authority of the state, or gro 
up untaught and become a menace to the general welfare. A. prO!} 
system of common schools may be considered as the foundation of t1 

temple of learning of which the secondary and higher schools form tl 
superstructure, neither antagonistic to the other, but together formin 
a beautiful and harmonious whole. 

The Mobile system, organized in 1852, was the pioneer of commt 
schools in Alabama and the Southwest, and by its excellence and po 
ularity prepared the way for a public school system for the Sta! 
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The early struggles of these schools, the prejudices they met and over
came, their gradual but steady growth, the strong bold they secured 
in the afl'ections and confidence of the community, and their beneficent 
influence upon popular education in the State, make the history of 
these schools of unusual interest, and justify the considerable space 
accorded them in this monograph. 

It was truly a novel thing, bard to be credited by people at a dis
tance, that in an extreme Southern city, away back in the "fifties," 
there was a public school system in successful operation, in whose 
schools pupils were as thoroughly instructeu, the methods as advanced, 

. intelligent, and practical, and discipline was as effective, as in the justly · 
famed schools of New England. But so it wn.s. The best features of 
the successful Northern systems were transplanted to the city.of the 
Gulf, took goou root, and by careful nursing and training have brought 
forth good fruit, after their kino, in plentiful measure. Boys prepared 
in the Mobile public schools have been able to enter the Junior class in 
the University of Alabama, and graduates from t4e girls' department 
take rank in scholarship with the graduates of female colleges, and 
make efficient and intelligent teachers. 

As the grant by Congress of the sixteenth section, in every township 
of the public lands, in aid of public schools forms the basis of the public 
school systems in the South and West, it was deemed pertinent to the 
subject to give a brief history of that important grant. The general 
public school system in Alabama was inaugurated in 1855, but not much 
was accomplished before the troubles prece<ling the Civil War, and the 
call to arms silenced all efforts in that direction. The perils of war and 
the equal if not greater perils of reconstruction, the impoverished con
dition of the treasury of the State, the indifference aud supineness,. 
born of poverty and hopelessness, of the people, were all powerful an
tagonists to public education, and made the task of rehabilitation diffi
cult and wearisome. But reorganization was finally accomplished, when 
a new and deeper interest in popular education was awakened among 

· the people. The resources of the State were soon augmented, and now 
cities, towns, and villages are vying with each other in efforts to estab
lish and foster public schools in their several localities, while the gen
eral system is being improved and, as appropriations become more lib
eral, gradually extended. 

Considerable attention has been given to the establishment of normal 
schools or classes as parts of the State system. A condense(l history 
of these schools, in connection with the city and town schools and the 
general system, is ghTen in the accompanying monograph. 

At the close of the War, one of whose important results had been the 
g·ift of freedom to the millions of the colored raee inhabiting the South, 
early attention was directed to the difficult problem of caring for and 
ctlncating the n~gro. Religious associations, philanthropists, and the 
General Government through the Freedman's Bureau, sought to aid in 
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the work, and schools for the instrnet.ion of children of the enfranchis~ 
race were established throughout the South. TIJe school authorities i 
.AJabama took early action in the matter, tlle board of school commi 
sioners of Mobile County leading the way. 

The negro ~as ere long allowed his full share of the appropriatioi! 
for public school purposes, and separate schools fO"r this race have bee 
established and are maintained at the public charge in all portions, 
the State. The facilities provide(l by law for educating colored chi 
oren in Alabama are now fully equal to the facilities given children, 
the white race. 

Many persons will he surprised at the progre~s made in this directio 
in Alabama, and at tl1e number of colored children who are availin 
themselves of the advantages pro:fl'ere<l them. Part V, which conclnd~ 
this ruonog'rapb, is specially devoted to the history of the education u 
the colore<l children of the State, and will be found to contain informa 
tion of much interest and value. 

This monograph is a most interesting resume of the rise and progress 
the difficulties and discouragements which environed the subject, o 
education in Alabama, and is a very valuable contribution to America1 
educational bistory. 

The anthor is a gentleman of Jarge attainments, and was for anum 
ber of years the chief executive officer of the public schools of the cit.' 
of 1\iobile, and is now the president of the board of trustees of tb1 
Uuhrersity of Alabama. He bas brought to the treatment of the suh 
ject his long experience and familiarity with the educational affairs o 
the State. 

It forms one of the Contributions to American Educational Histor. 
editml by Dr. Herbert B. Adams, and was prepared under authority o 
the late Secretary of the Interior. I respectfully recommend it for pnl 
lication. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. H. R. DAWSON, 

Commissioner. 



PREFATORY NOTE. 

In preparing an historical sketch exhibiting the or1gm, growth, . 
aud condition of educational development in Alabama, the writer has 
thought that a glance, by way of introduction, at the earliest history of 
tbc territory comprising the present State of Alabama, indicating the 
first attempt to introduce schools therein, would be of genei·al interest 
and value. 

This period embraces over a century, commencing with the first. 
European settlement, in 1702, and passing through the ColoHial and 
Territorial eras until December 14, 18l9, when Alabama, casting aside 
the swaddling clothes of Territorial infancy, was permitted to put on 
the garments of Statehood and assume an equal position in the sister
hood of States. 

It is then proposed to give a full record of the University of Alabama, 
from the date of its inception to the present time, noting the vicissi
tudes which have marked its career, and to follow this with sketches of 
the other State institutions-tlle Agricultural and .M~echauical College, 

· the Medical College of Alabama, the Institute for the Education of the 
Deaf, Dumb, and Blind, aud the Alabama Insane Hospital-and of de
nominational and other sclwols devoted to the higher and secondary 
education; concluding with a rapid review of the origin, progress, and 
present condition of the public schools of Alabama. 

In the preparation of this paper the writer has been greatly aided 
by very copious and exhaustive notes furnished by Prof. W. S. Wy
man, LL.D., of the University of Alabama, whose researches were 
untiring and productive of larg-e results, and whose manuscript has been 
freely used in preparing these pages, in many instances tot·idem 't:erbis. 

Acknowledgment must also be made of indebtedness to Prof. T. 0. 
McCorvey, of the same mst1tution ; W. Leroy Broun, LL. D., president 
of the Agricultural and Mechanical College; Rev. A. S. Andrews, D. D., 
president of the Southern University; Rev. B. F. Riley, D. D., presi
dent of Howard College; Col. Jas. T. lVfurfee, of the. Marion l\iilitary 
Institute; Prof. E. R. Dickson, superintendent of education for the city 
and county of Mobile; Dr. W. H. Saunders, secretary of the Faculty of 
the Mobile Medical College; Hon. Solomon Palmer, superintendent of 
education of the State of Alabama; an<l several other gentlemen, de
voted to educational development, for valuable suggestions and assist
ance. 
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CI-IAPTER I. 

The Colonial Era. 

The first settlement of Europeans in the territory now comprised 
within the limits of the State of .Alabama was made, as is well known, 
in 1702 by the French, under the command of Le Moyne de Bienville, 
who built the fort St. Louis de la Mobile, at or near the spot now known 
as Twenty-One-Mile Bluff, on Mobile River.1 This site was found to be 
untenable on account of inundations in time of high water. 

Eight years later (1710) the fort and settlement were removed to the 
site of the present city of Mobile.2 With the exception of an insignificant 
settlement on Dauphin Island and a few plantations on Mobile Bay 
and Mobile and Tensas Rivers, the French did not, within the limits of 
the region that we no'Y call Alabama, extend the area of civilizatiOn be
yond this point. 

The rest of the region was, and continued to be for a hundred years, 
a wilderness occupied mainly by the Creek Indians on the waters of 
the Alabama, Coosa, and Tallapoosa Rivers, by the Choctaws and Chick
asaws on the south and west, and the Cherokees on the north-eastern 
quarter. 

During ~he long period in which the French held the district of Mobile 
few, if any, efforts were made for the education of youth. The inhab
itants were few in number, and, for the most part, idle and dissolute. 

There was, doubtless, a primary school for the training of children 
under the supervision of the cure of the parish. 

One of the last official acts of · Bien ville, as governor of the Province 
of Louisiana (26th of March, 17 42), was an application to the French 
Government for a college.3 

" It is long since the inhabitants of Louisiana," be writes, "made 
representations on the necessity of their having a college for the educa
tion of their children. Convinced of the advantages of such an estab
lishment, they invited the Jesuits to undertake its creation arid manage
ment. But the reverend fathers refused, on the ground that tlu•y bad :no 
lodgings suited for the purpose, and had not th~ necessary materials to 

1Journal du Sieur d'Iberville, in Mat·gry's Decouvertes des Fran~ais, Vol. IV, p. 506. 
•2 Penicant's Journal, iri French's Historical Collections of Louisiana and Florida, 

1st series, p. 105. 
3 Gayarre's Louisiana, Vol. I, pp. 521, 522. 
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support such an institution. Yet it is essential that there be om~, r 
lease for tbe study of the classics, of geometry, geography," etc. 

His application was refused on the ground that ''the colony was tG 
uni'inportant for such an establishment." 1 

At this time the white inhabitants of Mobile numbered only abor 
three hundred, of whom one hundred ·and fifty were men and there~ 
women and children. 

Neither in the twenty years from 1763 to 1783, when the province< 
West Florida was in the hands of the British Government, nor durin 
't}le Spanish occupancy of the same territory, which included the distrir 
of 1\.lobile, from 1783 to 1800, have we records to show that any stev 
were taken for the encouragement of learning among the inhabitant 

CHAPTER II. 

The Territorial Era. 

With the dawn of the nineteenth century a new era set in. .A.lread 
during the Revolutionary War, when the province of WestFloridawa 
under British control, there bad been a notable increase in the popn 

·lation of the Tensas and Tombigbee settlements. 
These immigrants consisted iu part of English settlers, and in par 

of refugees from the States of Georgia and South Carolina, adherent 
to the royal cause, who sought in this secluded region a resting plac 

·from the turmoil and disasters of war. The population increased als 
after the territory west of the Chatta1wochee had passed into the hand 
of the United States. There was, besides, a considerable populatio; 
north of the Tennessee Rivf'r, composed of immigrants from Norf 
Carolina and Tennessee. 

Wn,shington County, in the Mississippi Territory, was establishedi1 
1800 by the proelamation of vVinthrope Sargent, Territorial govern01 
It embraced all the region north of the parallel of thirty-one degree 
between the Cha.ttahoochee on the east and Pearl River on the wesl 
The white population numbered 756.2 

In 1808 Madison County was established, em bracing all the terri to~ 
north of the Tennessee River and south of the Tennessee boundary, witl 
a white population of about three thousand. In 1810 the three conn 
ties of Washington, Baldwin, and. Madison, embracing all the settlei 
region within the present limits of Alabama, contained 3,481 wbitl 
inhabitants~3 

The first American school taught in .Alabama was established b) 

John Pierce, a native of New England, at the Boat-Yard on Tensru 

1 Ga.yarre's Louisiana, Vol. II, p. 28. 
2 Toulmiu's Digest Of tlu Law.:~ of Allt.llama, p. 73. 
3 Ibid., p. 80. 
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:tiver. " There," says Mr. Picl{ett, the historian of Alabama, " the 
1igb-blood descendants of Lachlan McGillivray, the Taits, Weather
bros, and Durants, the aristocratic Linders, the wealthy Mims, and the 
~hild1~en of many others first learned to read.111 

In 1811 the first academy was incorporatecl by act of the Territorial 
Legislature. This was Washington Academy, at Saint Stephens, in 
\Vashington County, on the Tombigbee River.2 

In 1812 Green Academy, at Huntsvil~e, Madison County, was incor
pt>rated.3 In 1814 one thousand dollars were appropriated from the 
treasury of the Mississippi Territory for the benefit of these two schools.4 

The Green Academy lived and flourished for fifty years. The build 
ings were burned by United States troops during the late War, and the 
i\chool has since been merged in the public school system of the city 
of Huntsville. 

At the close of the Creek War of 1813-14 a treaty was concluded 
with the Creeks which extinguished the Indian title to a large part of 
the country now embraced within the limits of Alabama. 

By an act of Congress approved March 3, 1817, the eastern part of 
the Mississippi Territory was made a separate Territory, and called 
Alabama. The capitol was erected at Saint Stephens until the Legisla
.ture should otherwise direct. 

In February, 1818, another academy was incorporated, and estab-
1lished at Saint Stephens, under the name of the Saint Stephens Acad
emy.5 

With the decadence of the town of Saint Stephens, the academies there 
.established disappeared. Naught remains of this ancient town but piles 
of brick and rubbish, covered with the up-springing growth of a new 
forest. 6 

In 1818 an act of Congress was passed ordering a survey of all the 
lauds in the Alabama Territory to which the Indian title had been ex
tinguished, and providing that the sixteenth section in each township 
should be set apart for the use of schools for the benefit of the inhab
itants of the townships, and providing further that there should be re
served from sale in the ~labama Territory '' an entire township, which 
shall be located by the Secretary of the Treasury, for the support of a 

. seminary of learning within the said Territory.'" 
By the enabling act for the admission of Alabama as a State into the 

. Union, approved March 2, 1819, it was provided that on certain condi· 
tions "the section numbered sixteen in every township, and when such 

1 Pickett's History of Alabama, Vol. II, p. 190. 
2 Toulmin, p. 540. 
3 Ibid., p. 541. 
4 lbid., p . .-542. 
5Jbicl.} p. 543. 
6 Tb<.~ present town of Saint Stephens is about three miles distant from the river and 

from olu StLint Stephens. It is a villu.ge of about one hundred inhabitants, and is the 
county seat of Washington Conuty. 

7 Public Laud Laws, Vol. I, p. 305. 
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section has been sold, granted, or disposed of, other lands equivalt 
thereto, and most contiguous to the same, shall be gran ted to the inh3 
tantsof such townships for the use of schools," and that '~thirty-six a 
tions, or one entiFe townsh~p, to be designated-by the Secretary of 1 

Treasury, under the dire~tion of the President of the United States, 
getlter ·with the one heretofore reserved for that purpose, shall be reser' 
for the use of a seminary oflearning, and vested in the Legislatureof1 
said State, to be appropriated solely to the use of such seminary by 1 
said Legislature. And the Secretary of the Treasury, under thedirecti 
as aforesaid, may reserve the seventy-two sections or two townsbil 
hereby set apart tor the support of a seminary of learning, in sm 
tracts.m 

The State of Alabama, with these splendid gifts as the foundation= 
her system of public education, was formally aclmitted to the Uni1, 
by a joint resolution of Oongress, December 14, 1819. 

I Public Land Laws, Vol. I, p. 309. 
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rrHE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA. 

FIRST PERIOD: A. D. 1819~1837. 

CHAPTER I. 

Charter of the University-Legislative Action-The Land Fund. 

The convention which met at Huntsville on the 5th of July, 1819, for 
the formation of a Constitution, adopted the following articles as part 
of the fundamental law for t.he government of the new State. 

"Schools, and tile means of education, sllall forever be encouraged in 
this State; and the General Assembly sha.U take measures to preserve, 
from unnecessary waste or damage, such la.uds a~ are or hereafter may be 
granted py the United States for the use of schools within each town
ship in this State, and apply the funds which may be raised from such 
lands in strict conformity to the object of such graut. Tlle General 
Assembly shall take like measures for tlle improvement of such lands as 
have been or may be hereafter granted by the United States to this 
State for the support of a seminary of learning, and the moneys which 
may be raised from sucll lands by rent, lease, or sale, or from any other 
quarter, for tlle purpose aforesaid, shall be aml remain a fund for the 
exclusive support of a State University, for the promotion of the arts, 
literature, and the sciences; and it shall be the duty of tlle General As
sembly, as early as may be, to provide efiectual means for the improve
ment and permanent security of the funds and endowments of such in
stitution.'' 

The first General .Assembly of the State convened at Huntsville, in 
October, 1819. The GoYernor, William W. Bibb, brought to the attention 
of tlle Legislature the liberal donation by Congress of lands for the en
dowment of a seminary of learning and for the support of schools.1 

An act was passed December 17, 1819, authorizing the Governor to 
appoint three commissioners in every county in which there were lands 
set apart for the seminary of learning, to lease the same in convenient 
tracts until the 1st da.)' of January, 1821.2 

1 Pickett, Vol. II, p. 435. s Toulmin, p. 044. 
31 



32 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN ALABAMA. 

At the second session of the General Assembly (December 18, 1820 
an act was passed establishing a seminary of learning "to be denorn 
inated the University of Alabama," and providing for the appointmeu, 
by the Governor of three commissioners in every con.nty in which th' 
University lands lay, to lease the lands for the term of one year.1 

.At the third session of the General Assembly, on the 18th day of De 
cember, 1821, an act was passed providing that " His Excellency th 
Governor, ex officio, together with twelve trustees, two from each judi 
cial circuit, to be elected by joint ballot of both houses of the Genera

1 

Assembly, to continue in office for the term of three years,'' should con. 
stitute a body politic and corporate in deed and in law, by the name ol 
the "Trustees of the University of Alabama," and that the Govern01 
should be ex officio president of the board. 

It was made the duty of the trustees "to examine and report to the. 
Legislature, at the next session, such place or places, having a due re. 
gard to health and the fertility of the surrounding country, as sllall 
appear to them most suitable for the location of the University, aud 
the Legislature shall proceed by joint ballot of both houses to make a 
choice for the site of the University." 

By this act incorporating the University, all the lands received by the 
State as a donation from Congress for a seminary of learning were vested 
in the trustees, who were authorized to dispose of the lands in such 
manner as should be best calculated to promote the object of the grant. 
The lauds were to be sold at a minimum price of s~venteen dollars 
per acre, one-fourth of the purchase money to be paid in cash ami the 
remainder to be divided into four equal annual instalments. 

The trustees were authorized to bold their first meeting at the town 
of Tuscaloosa on the first Monday in April, 1822, and make appoint. 
meut of bonded agents to sell the lands, and to receive the mone.v aris· 

- ing from the sale, and to dispose of the same as the trustees might 
order and direct according to law. The twentieth 8ection of this act 
prmrided that the proceeds arising from the sale of the University lands 
should be paid over to the trustees, and by them be invested in such funds. 
as they might direct. By the same section it was made the duty of the 
trustees "to report annually to the Legislature the financial situation · 
of the institution." 2 

At the fourth session of the General Assembly an act was passed 
(December 24, 1822) providing that the lands should be sold at auction 
at a price not less than seventeen dollars per acre, one-fourth of the 
purchase money to be paid in cash, one-eighth of the residue in one 
year, one-eighth in two years, and tile remainder to be paid at the end 
of eight years. 

By the eleventh seJtion of this act it was provided "that at the ex· 
piration of the term of credit, or within three years thereafter, the pur· 
chaser, his heirs, or assignee, shall have the right, ·upon the payment of 
all interest then due upon said purchase, and upon surrendering the cer· 

1 Toulmin, p. 547, 2 Ibid., p. 552. 
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,ifwate of purcllase, to convert said purchase into a lease for ninety-nine 
rears, renewable forever upon condition that the lesse~, his heirs, execu
;ors, administrators, or assigns shall pay to the said trustees interest at 
;ix per cent. per a.nnum upon the amount of the original purchase money 
lue at the time of converting such sale into a lease." 1 

The sum of fifty thousand dollars was appropriated from . the first 
payments of the lands sold for the erection of necessary buildings, and 
he interest arising from the last payments was to be invested, as it was 

received, in United States securities, to be applied exclusively to a 
~inking fund, until the amount so invested should be equal to the sum 
~xpended for buildings. The remainder of the sum arising from the sale 
of the lands was to be invested by the trustees in United States stocks, 
or in stock of the State of Alabama, or in the stock of a State bank, if 
nne should be established. · 

The lands of the University had been judiciously selected, and consisted, 
in large part~ of the most fertile lands of the State. Large bodies of them 
lay in the rich valley of the Tennessee R~ver, in the counties of Franklin 
and Lawrence. The remainder lay in-the counties of Tuscaloosa, Jeffer
son, Greene, Perry, Bibb, Shelby, Monroe, Choctaw, Clarke, Montgom
ery, and Autauga. 

After the Indian title to the greater part of the public land within the 
Htate had been extinguished·, and the lands had been surveyed and 
offered for sale, the tide of population began to pour in. 

The invention of the cotton-gin by Whitney, in 1793, had made the 
cultivation of cotton exceedingly profitable. Prior to Whitney's in
vention the task of one negro woman in separating by hand the lint 
from the seed was one pound of lint cotton per day. 

The total export of cotton from the United States in 1795 was only 
3,250,000 pounds. The export of cotton from the port of Mobile alone 
in 1817-18 was seven thousand bales. In the year 1820 the population 
of Alabama had increased to 127,901, of whom 86,022 were white and 
41,879 colored. The exports of cotton from Mobile were, in. the season 
of 1820-21, more than twenty-five thousand bales.2 The rich lands of 
the State were eagerly sought for, and high prices were willingly paid. 
By the year 1827 the population of the State had nearly doubled itself, 
comprising a total of 240,554, and the exports of cotton from Mobile 
hau increased to eighty-.niue thousand bales. 

1 This action of the Legislature, taken before any of the University lands were solu, 
wrought in the end sad disaster to the interests of the institution. Many purchasers 
of tracts of valuable lands converted their purchases into leases. The annual collec
tion of the interest was in the most part neglected by the agents of the University. 

Piually, in the year 1869, the ledger of leased lands, which was deposited for 
safe-keeping in the archives of the University in the president's office, was mutilated 
by a student of the Uuiversity, acting as quartermaster, by tearing out all the leaves 
upon which the leases were~recorded. It is now impossible to find out what land8 
originally belonging to the Univers:ty are held by lease. 

2 La Tourette's Statistics from the State Census, 1~3d. 
879-N o~ 3 ~-a 
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CHAPTER II. 

Organization of the Board of Trustees-The ''Land Fund" Made Part 1 

the Capital of a State Bank-Further Legislation about the Universil 
Lands. · 

The first meeting of the board of trustees was held at the town! 
Tuscaloosa on the 6th of April, 1822. 'fhe following members wer 
present: His Excellency the Governor Israel Pickens, ex-officio Pre~ 
ident, George W. Owen, Henry Hitchcock, George Phillips, Jack Shacl 
leford, Hume R. Field, Nichol~s Davis, John McKinley, Thomas Fearr 
Henry Minor, Clement 0. Billingslea, and Robert W. Carter. At thi 
meeting an ordinance was passed for the appointment of agents in di 
ferent parts of the State to sell the University lands, under the superiJ 
tendence of threb trustees for each district. 

A considerable quantity of the lands was sold in 1823; 1 one-fonrt 
of the purchase money was paid or to be paid in cash, and the n 
mainder in instalments, according to the terms of the act of 1822 . 

.By an act of the General Assembly, approved December 20, 1823, 
bank for the benefit of the State of Alabama was established, to b 
called the "Bank of the State of Alabama," the second section ofwhiC 
provided that " the moneys arising, or which may have arisen from tb 
sale or rent of the lands given to this State by the Congress of th 
United States for the support of a seminary of learning, shall form 
part of the capital of said bank." The Governor of the State and t~ 
president and directors of the bank were required, " for and in beha 
of the State and with a pledge of tl;le public faith and eredit, to iss! 
to the trustees of the University of Alabama State stock or certificau 
of debt bearing an interest of six per cent. per annum" for such amom 
of the University funds as might be paid over to the bank from time! 
time, provided that the amount of the University fund so investe 
should not exceed one hundred thousand dollars.2 

1 Many fertile tracts brought high prices, some selling for fifty dollars to sixty df, 

Jars per acre. 
11 By the act of December 31, 1823, the office of treasurer of the University m 

abolished, and it was made the duty of the treasurer of the State to receive and saf~ 
keep all the moneys that might be paid over to him by the board of trustees oft! 
University. This arrangement was maintained until the accounts between the U1 
versity and the State were adjusted in 1848. 

This transaction seems to me to have been of tbe nature of a forced loan. '11 

University was not made a stockholder in the bank, to share in the profits, if prot 
there should be (and the bank did reap large profits for some ten years or more), bt 

the State borrowed the money from the University and invested it in her bank, iS! 

ing therefor to the tru~tees 6tllte Btock be~riPg fll+ jl}tere"t of ~i;x: per c~pt, per~ 
num, ...... w. 6, w, 
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By the act of January 13, 1827, the provision of the charter of the 
State bank limiting to one hundred thousand dollars the amount of 
University money to be paid to the bank and invested in State stock 
was repealed, and the president of' the board of trustees of the U ni
versity was" required to invest in the stock of the State, upon the same 
terms as the stock has heretofore been invested," what money was then 
in the State treasury arising from rents, interest, and sale of University 
lands.1 

And by a similar act, approved ,January 15, 1828, the J>resident of 
the board of trustees was ''required to invest the amount of capital 
belonging to the University, then in the treasury or which may be re
ceived during the present year," in the stock of the State upon the same 
terms as the stock had been previously invested.2 

The act of December 30, 1823, requires that "after the lands belong
ing to the University of Alabama shall be again offered at public sale 
the president and board of trustees of the University may permit .any 
person or persons to enter said land~ at the minimum price of seven
teen dollars per acre; and the board of trustees shall have power to ap
point any number of agents that they may deem necessary for conduct
ing the public sales, and the entries at private sale.'' s 

In 1826 (January 13th) an act was passed ordering the University 
lands to be divided into three classes, according .to quality, and the 
classification was to be made by thl'ee capable and discreet persons for 
each judicial circuit, to be chosen by joint vote of both houses of the 
General Assembly. Lands of the first class were to be held at a mini
mum price of seventeen dollars per acre; lands of the second class, at 
a minimum price of twelve dollars per acre; and lands of the third 
class, at a minimum price of eight dollars per acre. 

Section third of' this act provides that the lands thus classified should 
" be advertised by the president of tbe board of trustees to be sold at 
public auction in such quantities and at such places and at such times 
within the present year (1826) as he may deem most conducive to the 
interest of the institution, and all lands not disposed of at such public 
sale shall hereafter be subject to entry at the minimum rates estab
lished by such classification."4 

The act of January 9, 1826, reserves from sale or entry all the unsold 
lands lying in the county of Tuscaloosa. The act of January 12, 1827, 
requires the president of the board of trustees of the University of Ala
bama to appoint the commissioners to classify the University lands.=> 

By the act of December 25, 1824, "in all cases where lands (sold to 
purchasers) may have been forfeited by reason of the failure of the pur-

1 That is to say, loaned it to the bank. Acts of Alabama for 1826, p. 115. 
2 Acts of Alabama for 1827, p.l58. 
3 Aiken's Digest, p. 104. 
4 Acts of 1825, p. 3. 
liTh us repealing that clause of tbe act of Ja.uua.ry 131 1826, which requires tba.t the 

oommissionel's be elected by joint vote, eto. 
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chaser to pay the principal or the interest due. thereon the trustees o: 
the University shall be authorized, at any time after the said forfeit 
ure, and before the said lands shall be sold again by them, to waive tb( 
benefit of said forfeiture on the payment of the amount of principa 
and interest then due for the said land." 

CHAPTER III. 

A. Site for the Un·iversity·Selectedr-Buildings Erected and a President antl 
Faculty Chosen-Inauguration of P.irst President-The P.irst "Oom. 
mencement." 

On the 29th day of December, 1827, the General Assembly proceeded, 
by a joint ballot of both houses,to select a site for the University. 
Th-e town of Tuscaloosa, situated at the head of mtvigation on the Black 
Warrior, was chosen as the seat o( the University. By the joint reso. 
lution providing for the location of the University permission was 
granted to the trustees to erect the necessary buildings at any place 
within fifteen miles of the site selected. 

At the session of the General Assembly held at Tuscaloosa in 1827-28 
the following joint resolution was adopted Jan nary 12, 1828: 

''The office of the present trustees of the University who are now in 
office shall expire from and after the passage of this resolution, and the 
trustees to be elected at the present session of the Legislature shall 
continue in office for the term of three years and no longer, ·and all trus. 
tees hereafter elected shall continue in office for the like period." 

On the 22d of March, 1828, the trustees met and selected as a site 
whereon to erect the buildings of the University a level plateau near 
the place known in those days as Marr's Spring, on the Huntsvillero~ 
about one mile and a quarter east of the court-house in Tuscaloosa. 

The site selected was a part of the ·land originally granted by Con· 
gress forthe institution.1 The erection of buildings was begun soon 
afterward. 

In 1830 the Rev. Philip Lindsley, D. D., a distinguished Presbyterial 
.divine, president of the University of Nashville, Tenn., was electoo 
president. He declined the office, and the Rev. Alva Woods, D. D., an 
eminent Baptist clergyman, who was then president of the Transylvanii 
University, at Lexington, Ky., was elected.2 !Jr. Woods a~cepted, ann 
on Tuesday, Aprill2, 1831, he was publicly inaugurated. 

INAUGURATION OF DR. WOODS. 

The services were held in the Epis~opal church of Tuscaloosa in th! 
presence of a large audience composed of the trustees and professorsol 

1 American Annual Register for 1829, pp. 146-7. 
a .MS. records of the boatd of trustees in the archives of the University l 
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the college, members of the State Legislature, members of Congress, 
the municipal authorities, the clergy, medical faculty~ members of the 
bar, and others.1 On this occasion the following members of the board 
of trustees were present:. His Excellency the Governor, Samuel B. 
Moore, ex-officio president; John B. Hogan, Samuel W. Mardis, George 
Phillips, Richard B. Walthall, George Starr, Ptolemy T. Harris, David 
Hubbard, William Richardson, Jesse W. Garth, William Acklin, Will
iam Hemphill, John Gindrat, Quin Morton, and John C. Kirkpatrick. 

The following account of the inauguration of Dr. Woods is taken 
from the Spirit of the Age, a newspaper publishet) in Tuscaloosa, under 
the date of April16, 1831 : 

''It was an interesting day to the people of Tuscaloosa and other 
citizens of the State who were present~ After sii~ging and music from 
the organ and by the choir, and an appropriate prayer by the Rev. A. 
A. Muller, rector of the church, the ·president-elect of the University 
was addressed by Bon. Samuel B. Moore, Governor of the State and 
president of the board of trustees. The address was neat, brief, sensi
ble, and to. the purpose. He concluded by delivering to Dr. Woods the 
keys of the University, thereby investing him with the office and all its 
rights and privileges. 

"President Woods then delivered his inaugural address. The. lead
ing subject of the discourse was the importance of learning and knowl
edge to the safety, liberty, prosperity, and moral and religious improve
ment of man." 

In the progress of the discourse the speaker addressed the board of 
trustees in particular, and among other things reminded them of the 
importance of husbanding the resources of the institution, and regard
ing them as sacred to the cause of learning and the diffusion of knowl
edge. 

OPENING OF THE UNIVERSITY TO STUDENTS. 

The University was opened for the admission of students April17, 
1831,2 with the following faculty: Rev. Alva Woods, D. D., president 
and professor of mental and moral philosophy; Gurdon Saltonstall, M. 
A., professor of mathematics and natural philosophy ; John F. Wallis, 
M. A., professor of chemistry and natural history ; Henry Tutwiler, 
M.A., professor of ancient languages; Calvin Jones, B. A., tutor. 

Fifty-two students w.ere matriculated the first day, and the number 
of students during the first collegiate year was ninety. four. Of those 
who entered the University at the beginning, many afterward became 

1 Literatnre and Theology. Addresses of Dr. A. Woods. Providence, 1868. 
2 This is the date given in the original MS. register of students' names still preserved in 

the archives of the University, and such has been the college tradition. This date 
was inscribed in large gilt letters on the architrave over the rostrum in the old ro
tunda, or public ball, that was burned in 1865. Bnt the date is clearly a mistake. 
The 17th of April, 1831, fell on Sunday; the opening was probably on Monday, the 
lBth.-W. S. W. 
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distinguished citizens of Alabama and other States. The followin 
names will be easily recognized by .all who are familiar with the sub& 
quent history of the St.ate: Marion Banks, William W. King, Robe1 

B. McMullen, Alexander B. Meek, Burwell Bo;y kin, William A. Cochra1 
James D. Webb, William B. Inge, Samuel W. Inge, William R. Smitl 
George D. Shortridge, Thomas A. Walker, Jere. Clements, John 1 
Read, Walter H. Crenshaw, G. F. Manning, John A. Nooe. 

Of all the students who entered the University during the first yea1 

there are, it is believed, but three survivors at this date, May, 1889 
Hon. William R. Smith, of Washington Uity, and Dr. William A. Coc~ 
ran and Dr. John B. Read, of Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS. 

When the University was opened the following buildings were com 
pleted and ready for occupancy: 

Near the centre of the grounds was the Rotunda, a circular edifice 0 

three stories, seventy feet in ~iameter and seventy feet in height, sm 
mounted by a dome, and surrounded by a lofty peristyle of the Ioni' 
order of architecture. The principal story was used for chapel servill' 
and academic celebrations. This apartment was long celebrated a 
being the :finest auditorium in the State. In the second story was th 
circular gallery of the auditorium, supported by carved columns of th 
Corinthian order. The third story contained the library and the coil~ 
tion in natural history. 

Washington College, on the west siue of the campus, was a doriiD 
tory of three stories, sixty feet long and thirty feet wide, divided in! 
two halls with twelve commodious apartments for study. Each stud 
had two sleeping~rooms attached. 

Jefferson College, an exact counterpart of Washington College, wa 

situated on the east side of the campus, immediately opposite to Waal 
ington College. 

The Lyceum was an edifice of two stories, sixty feet in length by fort 
-feet in width, with a porch of the Ionic order extending along the whd 
front. This building contained the chemical "laboratory, the cabin~ 
of geology and mineralogy, and the lecture· rooms of the professors. 

On the north side of the campus there were four residences for pn 
fessors, three stories in height, and containing each seven rooms. 

The Hotel, or Steward's Hall, was intended ~s a refectory or common 
hall for students. 

Of these buildings the only one which remains at the present tim 
(1889) is the one then called the Hotel. This is now the residence! 
Mrs. Amelia Gorgas, the librarian of the University. 

Two of the professors' houses were destroyed by an accidental fire i 
April, 1848. The other buildings were all burned by a brigade I 
United States cavalry in April, 1865. 
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PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

In 1831, a few months after the work of instruction had begun, a 
professorship of English literature was established, and the Rev. Henry 
W. Hilliard was elected professor of this chair. 

Professor Hilliard resigned in 1834, and began the practice of law in 
Montgomery, Ala. He was from 1842 to 18!4 charge d'affaires of the 
United States in Belgium, a member of Congress from 1845 to 1851, 
and United States minister to Brazil from 1877 to 1881. He lives now 
in Augusta, Ga., the only survivor of the first Faculty of the University. 

The first "commencement" of the University was held on Monday, 
August 9, 1832, at which time one student was graduated, John Au
gustine N ooe, afterward a distinguished lawyer of M~mphis, Tenn. 

In 1832 a professorship of modern languages was created, and Mr. 
Sauveur F. Bonfils was chosen professor. 

In 1833 Professor Saltonstall resigned his professorship, and William 
W. Hudson was elected in his place. 

In 1833 another college dormitory was completed, and named Frank
lin College. This was a three-story building on the west side of tile 
campus, ninety feet long and thirty feet wide, divided into three halls 
with eighteen rooms for ·study, with sleeping apartments attached. 

In 1834 Professor Wallis resigned the professorship of chemistry and 
natural history, and Eichard T. Brumby was elected to this chair. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Financial Oond·ition of the University-Bad Book-keeping-Legislative 
Investigations. 

At the session of the Legislature which was held in 1833-34 a joint 
committee was appointed by the two houses of the General Assembly 
"to inquire into the expenditures made by the board of trustees of the 
University in building and other improvements, to inquire on what au
thority the board of trustees had borrowed from the Bank of the State 
of Alabama sixty thousand dollars, or any other amount, and expended 
the same, and also to inquire into the cause of large sums of money paid 
to said board or their treasurer remaining to the credit of the persons 
who bad collected and paid in the same without being applied to the 
credit of the different persons of whom the several sums were collected, 
and to make any other and further inquiries they may think proper." 

REPORT OF THfi~ COMMIT'l'EE. 

Here follow some extracts from the report of this committee: 
H They have, so far as the limited time allowed them would permit, 

examined the books, papers, a.nd documents relating to the affairs of 
the University from the time of its establishment to the present date. 
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''Your committee have discovered with deep regret that the boq 
and a<?counts'relating to the affairs of the University have been kepq 
such a manner as to place the affairs of that interesting and imporb 
institution in a most perplexed and confused condition~ 

"No system or method has been. observed in keeping the accounts 
the University, nor can your committee discover; from any books 
papers submitted to their inspection, any means by which to list or 
certain with a reasonable degree of certainty the true situation of r 
accounts of the various persons who have incurred responsibilities 
the institution. They find on file various reports made by the agen 
ofthe trustees, containing accounts of the sales of University lands ma1 
by him, showing to whom sold, for what amount, etc., but in some i 
stances these reports have not been recorded, nor have accounts be 
regularly opened with all tl,.e purchasers of University lands, so as 
show whether the purchase money has been paid or not. Bonds f. 

debts due the University have, as appears by some of the documen 
examined by your committee, been placed out for collection withOJ 
any evidence being retained showing the liability of the person whor 
ceived them. 

'' A report made by a coJTimittee of the board of trustees during tl 
last summer and prepared with great labor shows the fact that $25,309.: 
of University money stands upon the books of the University to tl 
credit of certain persons who bad collected and paid over the sam 
without showing of whom or from what particular source this sum w: 
derived. 

•' If the books and accounts of the institution are in such condith 
as to render it impossible to ascertain from whom ·and on what pa 
ticular account this amount was received, it would be difficult to asce 
tain from them whether all persons who have transacted business wi1 
and for the institution have accounted faithfully or not. 

"Your committee beg leave to submit herewith a copy of the repo 
of a committee of the trustees, showing the situation of the accoun; 
and books relating to the business of the University. 

" The interest of the institution and the correct management of tl 
liberal fund derived from the lands granted to this State for its er 
dowment require that something should be done to rescue from co: 
fusion and uncertainty, as far as practicable, the accounts and bool 
of the University. To this end your committee would recommend tu 
passage of a joint resolution appoin1iing the comptroller, with authoril 
to associate with him some skilful accounta~t and book-keeper, to ei 

amine and investigate all the accounts and reports of the sales 1 

University lands, to ascertain to whom each particular tract was sok 
for what price, the amount receiYed thereon, including principal an 

1 At a meeting of the board of trustees held in the winter of 182S-29 a resolutii 
was adopted January'2d discontinuing all the age~ts of the board except the age: 
at Tuscaloosa. 
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interest, etc., and to examine into all the disbursements made by the 
board of trustees, on what account, etc., and to bring up a regular set 
'Of books showing the full and correct situation of accounts of all per
sons who have bad dealings in the institution or any of its agents, and 
to cause said books to be delivered to the trustees at their next 
meeting." 1 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF TRUSTEES. 

From a printed report of a committee of the board, submitted to that 
body in January, 1834, the following extracts are made: 

''The comrpittee appointed for the purpose of making out a list of all 
the lands that have been sold, belonging to the University, and the 
prices at which they sold, the number of acres sold, the ~umber of acres 
unsold, and where they are situated, and the debts due the University, 
etc., submit the following sheets as the result of their investigations. 

"So far from being aided ·in their inquiries by any well-chosen system 
for keeping the University accounts, they have seen with astonishment 
that the vast concerns of the institution, involving transactions of up
wards of a million of dollars, have been suffered by the accumulation 
of undigested reports and other papers to commence and continue in 
the most perplexing confusion. 

"The whole amount of lands granted to the University was 46,079.69 
acres, ont of wbic1J. 42,540.21 acres have been reported as sold for the 
aggregate sum of $377,680.52, being at an average of $8.878 per acre, 
consequently leaving unsold 3,539.46 acres. 

* * * * * * * 
"If it be supposed by any one that this report is harsh, let him go to 

the books and papers, and a twelvemonth may be safely allowed him 
before he can, without the aid of these documents,2 lay his hand on 
a tract of land and say whether it is sold or unsold, or if sold whether 
it is paid for or not, or if not entirely paid for, what amount of princi
pal and interest are due thereon. These in a concern of such magni
tude should all appear at a single glance, and yet it is doubtful whether 
any one of the circumstances could be made to appear without" the aid 
of other facts than those which the present books and papers disclose. 
Let any man imagine for a moment that the whole affair is his, and 
that is the light in which every trustee at least should regard it, what 
would be his indignation- and alarm at such irregularity and uncer
tainty! 

"The committee have not been able, from any thing in the possession 
of the board, to report with tolerable certainty the amount of interest 
bonds yet unpaid, or the amount of interest due thereon. . 

"This also arises from the entire absence of all system in keeping 
the accounts. ThC3re is no bond book, or list of bonds by which it could 
be ascertained when the bonds were made, the names of the obligors, 
when due, the amount, etc. · 

1 See printed Report of Committee, Tnscaloosa, 1834. 
2 Certain schedules prepared and submitted by the c?mmittee. 
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''But everything is apparently left to abide the direction wbi 
chance shall give it, or be overwhelmed in the great mass of confusi 
of which each particular forms a component part. 

"That which was emphatical1y every member's business seems 
have been the business of no member." 1 

A fitting conclusion to this chapter of mismanagement and financ 
confusion will be found in the annexed statement of the disbursemeu 
of University funds, from the date of the incorporation of the instil 
tion to June 9, 1834, and the sums invested in' the six per cent. sto 
of the State Bank of Alabama, as shown by the official report oft 
comptroller of the State. 

THE COMPTROLLER'S STA1'EMENT OF DISBURSEMENTS. 

Expenditures incurred previous to lst of January, 1834 ...••............ 
Erecting University buildings and improving grounds ... . 
Compensation of professors, tutors, and other officers ..... . 
Purchase of library, apparatus, etc ...•.••••....•...•••... 
Compensation of trustees ...............•••......•••..... 

architect ............•...•••............ 
secretary of the board, etc .. -.- ... - .. - .. 
treasurer and comptroller . . . . . ........ . 
other agents for various purposes ...... . 

Purchase of fuel and hire of servants .................. .. 
laud near the University .................. .. 
a servant ...•••.........•••.••.••...••...•••. 
stationery and furniture .•• _ ................ . 

Payment for pri11tingdone at various times .............. . 
recording patents and for court costs ....... . 
surveying done by order of the board ....•... 
rent of room for the use of board ............ . 
unspecified objects ......................... . 

Refunding overpayments ................................ . 

$4,488. 
105,920, 

32,055. 
13, 102, 
6,412. 
2,851. 
2, 785. 
1, 300. 
2,686. 
2,555. 
1,250. 
m 
125. 
945. 
114. 
100. 
35. 

916. 
128. 

Total amount. of expenditures ....................................... 178,185. 
Amount invested in St.ate stock and transferred to the bank ......... 215,977, 

Total amount of disbursements from the University funds ...... 394,162, 
(Signetl) GEo. W. CRABB/ 

Comptroller's Office, January 9, 1834. 
Comptroller of Publ-ic Account!. 

1 Printed Report of the Committee, January 8,1834. 
2 The state of confusion into which the financial affairs of the University 

fallen seems to have had its origin in various causes: 
1st. _The appointment of many agents in different parts of the State for the sale 

the lauds under the control of the trustees of the several districts. 
2d. The want of a principal office and agent to keep a complete set of books 1 

accounts. 
3d. The freqt1ent changes in the personnel of the board. The members of 

board were elected for a term of three years only. 
At the time this report was made, there was only one member left of the first bo. 

chosen in 1821. From 1821 to 18:33 the board had had in all forty-three differ, 
members at different periods, although the grea1est number of membei'S at auy 
time was only fourteen-two from each of the seven judicial circuits in the Stata 
w.s.w. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The University under President Woods-Insubordination and Dism·der 
among the Students-Resignation of the Faculty-Number of Students 
and Graduates. 
The seven years of Dr. Woods's presidency of ~he University were 

characterized by many acts of lawlessness and insubordination on the 
part of the students. These disturbances of college order seem not to 
have been due to any neglect of duty by the Faculty, nor to any want 
of executive ability on the part of the president. The students were 
largely influenced in the!r conduct and manners by the envir9nment. 
The civilization of the State was at the time the civilization of a frontier 
people. The State had nut yet been redeemed from the wilderness. A 
large part of the eastern and north-eastern region was still in possession 
of the Creek and Cherokee tribes of Indians. A large part of the white 
.people bad not yet learned to submit patiently to the wholesome re
.straints of the law. It is not strange that the sons of the pioneers were 
restless under the wise restriction of college government. 

The disorders in the University culminated in 1837 in a formidable 
rebellion against college authority. A larg.e body of the students, in
cluding the whole Senior class, were suspended or dismissed. Many 
were restored before the end of the year on promise of future good con
duct, but there were no graduates that year. 

Dr. Woods and alL the members of the Faculty except Professor 
Brumby sent in their resignations, to take effect at the end of the year. 
On December 6, 1837, Dr. Woods delivered his valedictory address to 
the trustees, and the college body, and a large audience assembled 
in the Rotunda. 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS, ETC., UNDER DR. WOODS. 

Year. 

1831 ............................................................. . 
1832 ........................ . ............. .................. . .... . 
1833 ................................ . ........................... . 
1834 ............................................................. . 
1835 ........................................................... .. 
1836 ............................ . ................................ . 
1837 . · ......................... . ......................... · ......... . 

Number of Number of Volumes 
alumni. students. in library. 

0 
1 
9 

20 
28 
40 
40 

94 
111 
98 

101 
105 
158 
101 

2, 000 
3, 000 
3, 000 
3, 000 
3, 000 
3, 000 
3, 000 

Average yearly number of students during the seven years of Dr. Woods, 109i. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Financial Condition of the University at the Close of ])r. Woods's Ad1 
istration, December, 1837-Relief Laws Adopted-Report of J1 
Porter. 

On the 17th of January, 1834, an act was passed by tlle General 
sembly for the relief of the purchasers of the University lands. 

By the terms of this act commissioners were appointed to reva 
the lands of the University which had previously been sold at sev 
teen dollars an acre and upward, and which..:had been forfeited to 
University by the failure of the purchasers to meet the notes given 
them for their purcllases. 

The commissioners were required by the second section -of this act 
value the forfeited lands a.t a price not less than eight dollars an ao 
and were forbidden ''to take into consideration any improvements t~ 
may have been put on the same" by the former purchasers. 

Section fifth provided that whenever the valuation had been rna 
by the commissioners and notice given thereof, ''the holders of the o 

tificates of the lands so forfeited and valued as aforesaid shall be 
titled to have said land upon their paying to the University of Alaba1 
the price affixed (by the commissioners) to said tracts." In all caJ 

where the holders of certificates (i. e., the original purchasers or th 
assignees) had paid one-half of the principal -on their trac~s they w1 

entitled to take a lease on said tracts (for ninety-nine years, renewa~ 
forever), as provided by the act of 1822.1 

Another act for the relief of University debtors, entitled ''An Act 
regulate the collection of University debts?' was passed J a unary 
1835. The fifth and sixth sections of this act are here quoted : 

"5th. When forfeitures have accrued on any lands which have, una 
any relief laws, been revalued, it shall be the duty of the agent to~ 
just the same in the mode prescribed by law; and to release and gil 
up any bonds, notes, or judgments outstanding, and which may 
satisfied and discharged by new bonds or payments under any such 
lief law or laws. 

''6th. In all cases when judgmepts have been taken or confessed, 
Franklin or any other conn ty, and the parties have taken the ben~ 
of the relief laws and given new bonds or made new payments, aspr 
vided for by an act approved January 17, 1834, entitled 'An Act t 
the relief of purchasers of University lands,' the agent shall dismi 
such judgments on the payment of costs." 2 

Another relief law, passed at the same session of the Legislatm 

1 The act is printed at length in Aiken'~ Ala.bama Digest, 1836, pp. 653-4. 
2 Aiken's Digest, pp. 654-5. · 
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llows the purchasers of any tracts or town lots or their bona fide as
gnees, whose claims have been forfeited by non-payment, to pay out 
1e balance due on th~ same, together with all the interest due at that 
me, on or before the 1st day of J nne, 1836, and to receive a patent 
1erefor.1 

In 1834 the :financial and land matters of the University being in a 
;ate of confusion, the Ron. Benjamin F. Porter, an eminent lawyer of 
uscaloosa, was employed by the board of trustees as agent and attor
ey for the University, to·~xamine all the books and papers of the Uni
ersity, and to prepare a new set of books, setting forth the true con
ition of the moneyed affairs of the University, so far as the sales of its 
t.nds, its ren_ts, and the interest of its sales money were concerned. 
Judge Porter devoted two years of incessant and arduo:us investiga

on to this labor. The results are contained in :five folio volumes, now 
t the archives of the University. A condensed report of his in\esti
ations is here given, as showing the :financial status of the Univerftlity 
u the 1st day of November, 1836, when his books were submitted to 
1e board of trustees: 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1836. 

mount dl3rived from sale of University" lands, from :first sale in 1823 to 
date ...••... -.•••.. -... . • . • • • . . • • . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . $368, 7 40. lt! 
mount of bonds for interest on deferred payments . . • • . • . . . . . . • • . . • . • 54. 128. 95 
mount of sales of town lots in Tuscaloosa, Montevallo,-and Tuscumbia. 13,975.39 
mount of interest on d~ferred payments for said lots . • • • . . • • • • • . . . . . . 1, 571. 64 
mount derived from sale of lands under relief laws authorizing r·evalua-
tion and resales ...•.......••••............ _... . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 51, 959. 01 
mount of interest on deferred payments on purchases under relief laws. 4, 67fi. O<l 

Total .•••••.....•.•••.•.••..•••••• -.. • • . • . . • • . . . . • . . • . . . . . . • . . . 495, 051. 21 
==.:.=== 

mount of moneys collected on account of sales of University lands . . . 327, 866.24 
robable amount of debts now due as principal and interest on sales, and 
from all that appears available in the future ....•.... ~.. . . • • • . . • • . . . 22, 945. 79 

'robable amount of loss to the University fund from forfeitures, relief 
iaws, resales, leases, etc ..•••....••..•••••.........••••........•.• D .. 144,239.18 

Total .•••...••...•...••.•.• · .••.•... -... • . • . . • • • • • • . • • • • •• • • • . • • 495, 051. 21 

RECAPITULATION. 

cmount invested in six per cent. State stock ..••••..••••.••••..••••.•• 
cmount in the treasury of the State uninvested ......••••••...•••..•.. 
cmount taken to current expenses ........•..•....••...•• _ •....•..•.•• 

SUMMARY. 

281,966.331-
39,708.85 
6, 191. 05t 

327,866.24 

iix per cent. stock .............•••••.••• ~. . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • . . • • • • . . . . . 281, 966. 33t 
lmount in treasury uninvested.... . • . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . .• • • . . . . • • • • . . . • . . 39, 7.08. 85 
Lva.ilable debts, estimated ......... -.-. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • •• • . . • . . • . . . . . . . 22,945. 79 
.ands yet unsold, 562 acres, estimated ..... ·. . . . . . . . • • • • . • . • • . . • • • • . . . . 200. 00 

-----
Whole amount of funds from sales of lands and other avails from lands. 344, 820. 97 t 

1 Aiken's Digest, p. 655. 



46 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN .A.L.A.B.A.M.A.. 

''The above exhibit of the moneyed affairs of the University," s· 
Judge Porter, "so far as the sales of its lands, its rents, and the 
terest of its sales money are concerned, is condensed from records : 
books prepared by the p'resent agent. 

"Little doubt need be entertained of the several items herein ( 
tained. The details of the settlement here presented are too extem 
for any ordinary investigation, and the object has been only to give 
suits as much simplified as possible." 1 

SECOND PERIOD: A. D. 1837-1855. 

CHAPTER VII. 

Resignation of Dr. Woods-Election of Dr. Manly-Reorganization 
the Faculty-Tribute of the Trustees to the Ret,iring President-] 
graphical Sketch of Dr. Woods. 

By letter bearing date July 5, 1837, Dr. Woods signified to the bo! 
of trustees his intention to retire from the presidency as soon as as. 
cessor could be provided. At the same time all the members of 
Faculty resigned their several offices, to enable the board to reorga~ 

the University. One of these professors, Richard T. Brumby, 
elected a member of the reorganized Faculty. 

At the regular meeting of the board in December, 1837, the Fac~ 

was reorganized, and the following officers were elected: Hev. 1l1 

Manly, D. D., president, and professor of mental and moral philosopi
1 

Richard T. Brumby, M. A., professor of chemistry, mineralogy, \ 
geology; Samuel M. Stafford, M.A., professor of ancient langua[ 
Frederick .A. P. Barnard;M. A., professor of mathematics and natl 
philosophy; Rev. Horace S. Pratt, M. A., professor of English lite 
ture; .Arno~dus V. Brumby, M . .A., tutor of mathematics; tTacob Pa 
son, B . .A., tutor of ancient langua.ges. 

On commencement day, December 6, 1837, Dr . .Alva Woods, the 
tiring president, delivered his valedictory address, and the presid 
elect, Rev. Basil Manly, D. D., was publicly installed. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF REV. ALVA WOODS, D. D. 

Alva """roods was born in Shoreham, Vt., on the 13th of .AUI 
1794, being the eldest of a family of six children. His father, tbeB 
Abel Woods, was a Baptist clergyman of distinguished piety and 1 

fulness. He was fitted for college at the celebrated Phillips Acadl. 
at Andover, M3ss., and entered Harvard University in 1813, grad1 
ing with honor in 1817. 

---~------------.. -- ·· ·- ---·'""· -
1 Porter's Report to the Trustees, Decembe1·1 1330. Exhibit B. 
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Among his classmates were George Bancroft, the historian, Caleb 
ushing, George B. Emerson, Stephen H. Tyng, and many others who 
ave attained eminence in various professional callings. After a three 
ears' tbeoiogical course at Andover be was ordained a minister of the 
~ospel, October 28, 1821.1 

The years 1822 and 1823 were spent abroad. He attended various 
ourses of lectures in London, spent some time at the Universities of 
•xford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, and Glasgow, and visited the principal 
1stitutions of literature, science, and art in Paris, Lyons, Genoa, Leg
orn, Florence, Rome, Naples, Milan, and Geneva. On the 1st of Septem-. 
er, 1824, Mr. Woods wns elected to the professorship of mathematics 
nd natural philosophy in Brown University, and held that position until 
he close of the collegiate year 1828. From the autumn of 1828 to the 
pring of 1831 Dr. Woods W3S president of Transylvania University, 
t Lexington, Ky.2 

He came to Alabama to assume charge of the University of Alabama 
u March, 1831. After his retirement from the presidency of this Uni
ersity Dr. Woods removed to Providence, R.I., where he continued to 
eside until his death, which occurred on the 6th of September, 1887, 
~t the advanced age of ninety-three years. 

The task he undertook of establishing a University of high grade in 
b State that was then almost a wilderness was formidable. But Dr. 
vv oods builded far better than some of his contemporaries in the State 
;vere willing to acknowledge. Looking back over the field of years, we 
~an now see the value of his services to the State. 

During all the long years that elapsed a,fter he left Alabama the ven
~rable ex-president never lost his interest in the University.. Almost to 
bhe year of his death he maintained a correspondence with several of his 
old pupils. · 

An excellent portrait of Dr. Woods is now in the library, a gift to the 
University from its first president. 

In grateful remembrance of his distinguished services to the Uni
versity the present board of trustees have named the first of the new 
halls on the University lawn" Alva Woods Hall." 

Under the auspices of Dr. Woods the first female seminary of high 
order was formed, and chartered by the Legislature in 1836 under the 
name of the Alabama Athenreum, at Tuscaloosa, and Dr. Woods was 
made first president of the board of trustees. No school in the State 
has accomplished more fpr the education of girls. After various changes 
of name, it still exists, in a most :flourishing condition, as the Tuscaloosa 
Female College. 

·Dr. Woods was an eminent scholar and divine. His baccalaureate 

1 The sermon on this occasion was preached by his uncle, the Rev. Leonard Woods, 
D. D., the first professor of Christian theology in :Andover Seminary. 

2 Prior to his removal to Lexington the corpor~tion af Brown Uujyereit;y h~d COD• 

ferrerl. on bim tbe degree of doctor of divillity, 
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addresses, copies of which are preserved in the University libra 
show that he was a man of rare scholarship, extensive informatit. 
and a master of the purest English style. 

OHAPT.ER VIII. 

Beginning of Dr. Manly's Administration-Exculpation Laws-Stau 
the College during the year 1838-Dr. JJia·nly's First Annual Report~ 

'l'he exercises of the University under the new administration" 
resumed on the 29th of January, 1838. The Faculty proceeded to ena 
in obedience to an ordinance of the · corporation, a new code of laws 
the government of the Faculty and students. Sections six and eighl 
these laws are here quoted in full, inasmuch as the attempt to enfo· 
them was the cause of several outbreaks among the students dur 
the following ten years. 

" SECTION 6. In ordinary c~ses for mere college misdemeanor/ 
student will be called ~pon to give information against another, 
when several are known to contain among themselves the guilty pe~ 
or persons, that the innocent may not suffer equally with the guil' 
they are all liable to be severally called up and each to be put upo11 ' 
own exculpation, unless the magnanimity of the guilty shall relieve 
Faculty from the necessity of this expedient by an ingenuous confess 
of his or their own-fault. If any student, when thus permitted to1 
clare his own innocence, shall decline to exculpate himself, he shall! 
regarded as taking the guilt of the o:flence upon himself, encounter· 
all the consequences. 

''If a student shall deny that he is guilty, that shall be taken 
prima facie proof of his innocence ; but, if it shall afterward appr 
from satisfactory, competent evidence, that he was really guilty, 
shall be considered as unworthy to remain at the University. 

''Should the author or authors of any misdemeanor, by concealm 
of his or their own guilt, permit an innocent fellow-student to ~ul 

punishment for an offence of which he or they, and not the other, 
guilty, for such dishonorable conduct he or they shall be immedial 
dismissed from the University, and the case reported to the boarc 
trustees." 

"SECTION 8. As every student is at liberty to withdraw from H 
payment of his bills, with every testimonial of scholarship and char 
ter to which he may be entitled, all combinations or acts tending 
.combination for the purpose of resisting the authority of the lal 
impeding the course of University exercises, or for concealing or~ 
petrating any mischief, will be . regard eel as disingenuous and dis~ 
arable in a high degree, and will be treated accordingly.'' 
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Section nine of these laws is also given here, as exhibiting the binding 
rce of a custom long since become obsolete. 
" SECTION 9. At all commencements graduates are required to appear 
black silk gowns, made after a prescribe~ pattern." 
And section eight of the by-laws, adopted by the Faculty at the same 
me for their own government, is interesting for the same reason. 
''SECTION 8. Each officer, on all public exhibitions at the University, 

1all wear an appropriate black silk gown." 1 

The law requiring graduates to wear gowns at commencement was 
brogated in the year 184:3. The president and Faculty continued to 
ear them at all public exhibitions of the University until the year 
351. 
The number of students in the University in the collegiate year 1838 

ras small, being as follows: Seniors, 8; Juniors, 12; Sophomores, 12; 
'reshmen, 6; total, 38. Graduates at commencement (1838), 8. 
In his annual report to the board of trustees at the end of the year, 

,resident Manly says: 
''The government of the University so far has been exercised almost 

11sensibly and has been yielded to by the students with an alacrity 
~hich shows they are not averse to good order. The Faculty have 
1een happy to find the dispositions they have encounter~d thus far as 
ractable and agreeable as those of any young men they have ever 
~nown. And they can not but hope that the tone of elevated feeling 
,ncl correct deportment now prevailing in the institution may impart 
ts influence to their successors for years to come." 

Dr. Manly concludes his first report to the corporation with the fol
owing words of wisdom: "The Faculty have no means of ascertaining 
he judgments abroad of the institution they have been appointed to 
dminister, and can not conjecture what portion of the citizens of Ala
mma, intending to .educate their sons, are desirous of availing tbem
:el ves of the means here afforded." 

"The Faculty have not been curious about public opinion, but have 
·emained at home and only sought to make the University worths to be 
illecl. How far they are likely to succeed in their efforts it is the prov
nce of your board to decide. 

''Having been compelled, among the applicants examined, to reject 
:be larger portion as being utterly unprepared to take the classes to 
;vhich they aspired, the Faculty are led to conclude that there can 
wt, in all probability, be a large increase in out numbers for some years 
,o come. · Low as the University has placed its requirements for ad
nission, the schools in the country seem to be unprepared to meet them. 
Before the University can have numbers, the schools must be elevated." 

"A question will arise: Shall the University comedown to the schools 
)r must the schools be brought up to the University~ We are per
maded that your enlightened body can not hesitate a moment for the 

1 Records of the Faculty, Vol. III, p. 5. 
879---No, 3-':{: 
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answer. Nor can yon be at a loss to predict what is to be the eff 
on the schools, of insisting on some definite standard of admission 
the University. The Faculty are well satisfied that the principles 
which they have been permitted to commence their administration 
the only principles on which success, if practicable at a.ll, can be seem 
and all they can reasonably ask is that the board will patiently aw 
the result of an experiment on these principles." 

"Under the l;>lessing of Heaven, and with your wise superintenden· 
liberal encouragement, and strong support, we think we shall ultimau 
succeed in making a useful and respectable institution, adequate to 1 

wants of this rising Commonwealth." 1 

CHAPTER IX . . 

Uniform Dress Adopted for Students-The First Commencement Berm 
at the University-Astronomical Observatory-Disturbance among 
Students-First Trial of the ' 4 Exculpation Law "-Riot among the S 
dents-Suspension of College Exerc·ises-Death of Professor Pratt. 

The year 1839 was a peacet'tll and prosperous year for the Uni\·ersii 
The only change in the Faculty was the election by the board of J 
Samuel S. Sherman, A.M., of Middlebury College, Vt., to the tntorsb 
of ancient languages, made vacant by the resignation of Mr. Jar 
Pearson. Mr. Sherman remained at the University two years and ! 
came in 18!3 the first president of Howard College, an 1nstitntionr 
tablisbed that year by the Baptist denomination at Marion, Ala., 1 
the education of young men. 

The Faculty being required by an ordinance of the corporation 
prescribe a uniform dress to be worn by the students, established 
January the following as the uniform dress: A frock coat of dark bl 
cloth, single-breasted, with standing collar, ornamented on each si 
with a gilt star, a single row of gilt buttons in front, and six butt(! 
on the back. A black stock and a black hat with narrow brim were 
be worn. 

The students were required to appear in uniform on the 1st das 
September. They were required by law to wear this uniform on S[ 

day and on all days of public exhibition at the University, aud alwi 
when away from the University grounds. On week.' days and on OI1 

nary occasions at the University they were permitted to wear undft 
clothing. 

The number of students during the collegiate ye3Jr 1839 was as I 
lows: Seniors~ twelve; Juniors, thirteen; Sophomores, eleven; Fre 

· men, twenty-five; total, sixty-one. Graduate~ at commencement, t, 
The sum of twenty-five hundred dollars was appropriated thisy~ 

1 MS. Reports Qf the :Presidents of the Uqiversity, Vol. l! 
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by the board of trustees for the purchase of astronomical and magnetic 
instruments, and to further increase the facilities for instruction. The 
Faculty were authorized by the corporation to appoint a tutor of mod
ern languages, at a salary of one thousand dollars; but no person of 
suitable attainments being found to take the place, no appointment was 
made. 

The first commencement sermon at the University was delivered on 
the Sunday before commencement day by Dr. Manly, president of the 
University~ 

During the year 1840, astronomical instruments were purchased for 
the University by Prof. F. A. P. Barnard, to the value of two thousand 
eight hundred dollars, and the board of trustees made ati appropria
tion of two thousand dollars for the erection of the astronomical observ
atory. 

In the spring of that year · a serious interruption of the usual good 
order in th~ -University occurred. On the night of March 19th a dis
graceful outrage was perpetrated in the Rotunda, which was used as 
the chapel of the University. Placards of an inflammatory character 
were displayed, and the Bible had been taken from the desk and torn 
into fragments. A few days after this the private rooms of one of the 
tutors were forced open, the drawers containing his private papers 
were invaded, and articles of value taken out and destroyed. Two 
days elapsed without any disclosures, but as it was an outrage utterly 
inconsistent with every notion of order or authority, the J:i'aculty deter
mined, in conformity to the laws of the University, to hold the inhab
itants of the entry in which this last outrage occurred accountable, 
unless they should oblige the · real authors of the mischief to assume 
their own responsibility in the case. On the morning of the 27th it was 
resolved by the Faculty that the occupants of the tenement in which the 
tutor resided should be called before the Faculty and placed each upon 
his own exculpation. Therefore, these individuals were forthwith sum
moned to appear before the Faculty, and were severally interrogated as 
follows: ''Were you concerned, either mediately or immediately, in 
breaking open the room of Tutor Whiting, or were you present, aiding 
or abetting or looking on'" To this interrogatory each for himself re
plied in the negative. They were then discharged, with an appeal from 
the president to aid the authorities in the preservation of order, and to 
protect themselves by causing the real offenders to make themselves 
known. 

The next day (March 28th) a special meeting of the Faculty was held 
for the further consideration of the recent a•cts of disorder. The occu
pan_ts of the entry in which the offence was committed having declined 
to take any measures to throw off the responsibility in such cases by 
law fastened upon them, it was resolved that they be, for the present, 
prohibited from attending the exercises of their classes. It was also 
resolved that t4e whole body of students be summoned forthwith to ap-
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pear before the Faculty and each be put upon his own exculpation if 
regard to this o:fl'ence. The students were at once called together anu 
interrogated separately, and each for himsP-lf distinctly replied, deny 
ing any participation in the affair. The president then informed th! 
students that the inmates of the tenement would be held responsibl! 
for the act until the guilty party should be made known. Under tbi: 
action nine students were indefinitely suspended. 

On the following night (Sunday, March 29th) there was much riot. 
ing on the college campus and in the college halls. On Monday, Mard 
30th, the Faculty received sufficient evidence to establish who was tbt 
student who had broken into the tutor's room. Inasmuch as he had bJ 
a solemn declaration exculpated himself, he was summarily dismisseo 
from the University and reported to the corporation for expulsion. 

As the University still remained in a demoralized condition, tht 
Faculty formally declared a recess in the exercises until April 22d, 
All the students were sent home, and a circular letter was printed

1 

and sent to their parents and guardians, explaining the reasons for tht 
suspension of collegiate exercises. Each student on his return afte1 
the recess was required to subscribe on honor to the following declara 
tion: "I declare upon honor-

" First-That I do not know of any student now in the Universitr 
who was engaged directly or indirectly in destroying the Bible ann 
otherwise desecrating the ·place of worship, and that I do not kno~ 
any person now out of the University who was so engaged. 

"Secondly-That-! will, when called on in the University to testi(ya 
to my share in any disorder, answer according to truth, and I will with 
hold my countenance, friendship, and society from any student whom 
I believe on proper e¥idence not to have answered truthfully whm 
called on. 

"Thirdly-That I bad no agency in the discharge of fire-arms on tht 
University premises on the evening of Sunday, March 29th." 

Nearly all the students, except those who had been guilty of the act! 
of disorder, returned to the University after the recess. Exercisei 
were resumed on the 22d of April, and continued without serious inter· 
ruption to the end of the year. , -

The number of students in 1840 was as follows: Seniors, twelve; 
Juniors, twelve; Sophomores, twenty-one; Freshmen, twenty-eight; 
total, seventy-three. Graduates at commencement (184:0), nine. 

In August, 1840, during vacation, the painful intelligence of tht 
death of the Rev. Horace Southworth Pratt, professor of English liter· 
ature in the University, was communicated to the Faculty. He died of 

bilious fever at the residence of his brother, the Rev. Nathaniel A. Pratt
1 

in Cobb ·county, Ga. Professor Pratt had been appointed to preac~ 
the baccalaureate sermon at the ensuing commencement in December, 
1840. The Faculty requested the president of the University to deliver 
on commencement Sunday, in the place of the usual commencemenl 
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sermon. a funeral discourse commemorative of the life and services of 
the dec~ased professor. To do honor to the memory of a man of rare 
excellence, who bad occupied a relation to themselves so near and confi
dential, the board of trustees ordered that Dr. Manly's discourse should 
be printed in pamphlet form for distribution, and this was done. 

The trustees at their annual meeting, in December of that year, elected 
to the vacant professorship of English literature the Rev. Stephen Olin, 
D. D., a distinguished divine of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Dr. Olin declined the appointment in February, 18!1, ''on account of 
the state of his health, which forbade his engaging in that or any other 
employment." The professorship of English literature remained vacant 
for the year, the duties being distributed among the other members of 
the Faculty. 

CHAP1_,ER X. 

Residtnce for the President-A Yea.r of Quiet Followed by New JJism·der
Second Trial of the "Exculpation Law"-Forty-Eight Students Refuse 
to Answer and are Suspended. 

In February, 1841, Mr. James C. Dockery, of North Carolina, a grad
uate of the University of Paris, was appointed by the Faculty tutor in 
modern languages. .At the meeting of the board in December follow
ing he was elected to the full professorship of modern languages. 

A residence for the president of the University was fiuished this year 
at a cost 'Of eighteen thousand dollars. This handsome edifice, which 
has been since 18i1 the home of all the presidents of the University, is 
built of brick with trimmings of sandstone. It is two stories in height, 
with a basement story, and contains twelve spacious apartments. The 
style of architecture is Greek. 

The state of the college during the year 1841 was represented by the 
president, in his report to the corporation, to have been satisfactory in 
the main. 

The number of students in 1841 ·was as follows: Seniors, seven; 
Juniors, seven; Sophomores, nineteen; Freshmen, thirty; total, sixty
three. Number of graduates at commencemeut, December, 1841, seven . 

.At their annual meeting in December, 1841, the board of trustees 
elected the Rev. Edward Dromgoole Sims, of Connecticut, professor of 
English literature. 

The conduct of the students generally throughout the year 1842 was 
marked by a very commendable regard to propriety and good order, 
with one material exception. This brief interruption of the good order 
of the college began on the night of Friday, March 29th. A number of 
students, whose names were unknown to the Faculty, were guilty of 
discharging fire-arms on and about the college ground~, and of using 
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low and exceedingly blasphemous language, and of other acts of dis 
der. On the following night these disturbances extended as far as 1 

Alabama Athenrnum, a seminary for ·the education of young ladi 
. A mob of students and others assembled in front of the Athenrnum,a 

insulted and alarmed the inmates with boister.ous shouts, profane l: 
guage, and the discharge of fire-arms. Under the circumstances 1 

Faculty deemed it their duty to investigate the matter; and having 
clew to the ofl'enders, they resolved to place every student once llil 
upon his ''exculpation," in conformity with the college law. 

On Tuesday morning, April 2d (1842), the president addressed 1 

students at morning prayers, and notified them that at nine o'clo 
of the same day they would be severally interrogated as to their agen 
in the disturbances, both at the Athenrnum and on the college gToun1 
unless the real offenders should, in the mean time, make themseh 
known. After breakfast a numher of students came forward and voln 
tarily confessed that they had beea present at the disturbance in fl'( 
of the Athenrnum. The Faculty, believing it to be unnecessary to inl• 
rogate in reg·ard to this part of the disorder, resolved to confine their 
quiries to the m~atter of firing guns and to the other acts of disorder 
and about the college. The students were called together. into the I 
tunda at the hour of nine~ and each was required to answer the folio 
ing question: H Had you any agency, direct or indirec~, in the dischar 
of fire-arms on or about the campus or between the college and the to' 
of 'ruscaloosa on Friday or Saturday night last¥" 

To this question twenty~seven of the students replied in the negati 
and were instructed to proceed with their studies. Two admitted t! 
they were in ~:;ome measure implicated. .The remainder, forty-eight 
number, refused to answer the· question, and were indefinitely Si 

pended and sent home. A large number of these after going to tb. 
homes applied for permission to return and exculpate themse!v, 
This they were permitted to do and to proceed with their studies. 
few were permitted to exculpate themselves with a view to receivi: 
an honorable dismission in order that they might enter other colleg, 
Thus ended the second attempt to enforce the odious "exculpati, 
law" of the University. 
· N urn ber of students in 1842 :·Resident graduates, two; Seniors, seve 

Juniors, fifteen; Sophomores, twenty-four; Freshmen, thirty-eight; 
. tal, eighty:six. Graduates at commencement, six. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Partial Free Tuition Prov·ided-Reduction of Salaries-Results of Ten 
Years' Work-Inquiries by the Legielatltre-Uniforms for St·udents 
and Silk Gowns for " Commencement" Abolished-Distribution of 
Labor among the Officers of the Un-iversity. · 

At the annual meeting of the corporation in December, 1842, it was 
ordained that one student from each county in the State should be ad
mitted without payment of tuition or contingent fees, upon proof f~r
nished to the president of the University that he was in narrow circum
stances and was prepared to enter some regular class. 

The tuition fee at this time was thirty dollars per annum. The con
tingent fees, which included room rent, servant hire, use of library, and 
fuel, were ten dollars per a.nnum. Board at the Steward's Hall was fif
teen dollars per month, payable in advance. 

At this ~eeting of the corporation the salaries of all the officers 
were reduced : the president's salary from three thousand dollars to 
two thousand five hundred dollars; the salaries of the professors from 
two thousand dollars to seventeen hundred dollars ; and the tutors' sal
aries from one thousand dollars to eight hundred dollars. 

At the close of the year the tenth annual commencement was cele
brated. There were six graduates. In the ten years that had elapsed 
since the first "cpmmencement" the University had turned out seventy
six bachelors of arts, and had conferred the degree of master of arts, 
honoris ca~tsa, upon fourteen. · 

The library contained four thousand volumes. The University was 
in possession of large and va.luable apparatus in the departments of 
natural ·philosophy, astronomy, chemist.ry, and engineering, and large 
and well selected cabinets in mineralogy, geology, and conchology. 

At an early period of the college year of 1843 there was some diSCUS· . 
sion in the Senate of Alabama respecting the prosperity of the U ni
versity, and the committee on education of that body, in pursuance of a 
resolution referring the matter to them for investigation, sent up anum
ber of comprehensive and searching inquiries to be answered by the 
president and Faculty. Glad of the opportunity afforded them to ex
plain to the Legislature the charaeter of their work, the Faculty returned 
answers at some length, and · the friends of the University were gratified 
that the Senate, on a favorable report from their committee, ordered a 
thousand copies to be printed for general circulation. 

The num?er of students in1843 was as follows: Seniors, ten; Juniors, 
twenty-one; Sophomores, twenty-four; Freshmen, thirty-two; total, 
eighty-seven. Oraduates at commencement, nine. 

The law requiring students to wear a prescribed uniform dress had 
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been disregarded for some years by a part of the students, and 
Faculty found themselves unable to secure absolute uniformity with1 

a resort to severe measures, even to suspension from the Univers 
Believing that a law of that nature which required severe penalties 
its enforcement ought to be abrogated, the Faculty requested the bo 
of trustees to repeal the law, and this request was granted by tbe bo: 
at their regular meeting in December. At the same time an ordinm 
was adopted excusing the candidates for degrees from wearing s 
gowns on public occasions. 

The college charges were raised this year to fifty-two dollars per, 
num, forty dollars for tuition and twelve dollars for room rent, serw 
hire, fuel, and use of the library. Board in the Steward's Hall~ 
twelve dollars per month. 

On December 10, 1843, the Faculty sent up to the corporation ani 
peal to r~store their salaries to the amounts paid prior to the last m~ 
ing of the board. In response to this petition the board adopted 1 

following resolution, and ordered it to be transmitted to the Facul!; 
"The board of trustees of the University of Alabama have undirni 
ished confidence in the learning~ ability, industry, and good conduct 

· the president and professors of the University. 
"The reduction of salaries was made under an imperious sense 

duty, and stern necessity forbids the increaseof salaries at the prese 
time." 

The president, in his report to the board at their meeting in lSi 
says that the state of order, conformity to law, and attention to stul 
among the students have been excellent during the ~ear, with a sin~ 
exception. The case excepted bad reference to au affray among fi 
students, which resulted in the suspension of three of the five, with 
request to the board to expel them from the University. 

The following extract from Dr. Manly's report to the board it 
deemed not iuappropriate to record here. The distribution of lab 
among the officers of instruction and government being stated for 01 

year, will answer substantially for any other year during Dr. Maul; 
·administration. 

''.Assuming the number of recitations in all the classes performed 
the University this year to be 2,210, these and our other duties w~ 
distributed as follows : 

"The president, who is also professor of mental and moral philo& 
phy and political economy, takes one hundred and fifty-nine recitation 
attends to all executive duties, to the entrance and dismission of st1 

dents, the payment of college dues, the receipt and disbursements 1 

contingent funds, the control of the two servants employed about tl 
coilege dormitories, the revisal of the declamatiom~ of the ~enior cia& 
and of all the public speeches delivered in college, of which the Senil' 
has four and the Junior class one, and inspects one-third of the com~ 
sitions of the Sophomore class. The president also holds prayers mon 
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og and evening in the. Rotunda, and, when the weather is not too cold, 
hakes an address of fifteen or thirty minutes long to the students on 
)unday mornings at prayers on some subject in morals or religion 
uited specially to the young. 
''The professor of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology takes one bun

Ired and ninety-onerecitations, has charge of the laboratory and of the 
,abinets of minerals and shells, controls the servants around the Uni
rersity, and attends to the police of one of the dormitories half the 
reHr. 

"The professor of ancient languages and literature takes three hun
Ired and fifty-eight recitations, inspects the Latin exercises of the 
Tunior and Sophomore classes, and one-third of the English compo
~itions of the Sophomore class, and attends to the police duties of one 
lormitory half the year. 

" The professor of mathematics and natural philosophy bas two hun
ired and twenty-eight recitations, is secretary ofthe Faculty, which ex
'3mpts him from all committee and police duties, and has charge of the 
philosophical apparatus and of the observatories. 

''The professor of modern languages takes two hundred and seventy
~even recitations, inspects the English compositions of the Freshman 
class, and performs police duties in one dormitory half the year. 

''The professor of English literature has two hundred and ninety-one 
recitations, including the declamations of the three lower classes, in
spects the compositions of the Senior and Junior classes and one-third of 
those of the Sophomore, and performs police duties in one dormitory 
half the year. 

"The tutor in mathematics has three hundred and fifty-five recitations, 
and attends to the police duties of the dormitory he resides in for half 
the year. 

"Tht~ tutor of ancient languages has three hundred and fifty-two 
recitations, inspects the- Latin exercises of the Fresh man class, and 
divides with the other tutor the police duty of the dormitory in which 
they both reside. 

"The tutors alternately call the roll at morning and evening prayers.m 

1 MS. Reports of the Presid~nts of the University, Vol. I. 
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Completion of the .Astronom·ical Observatory-The .Apparat·ns-1 
:Trial of the "Exculpation Law "-.A College Riot-Dectth of Pro} 
Sims-Failure of the .Attempt to Establish a Law School-Fin~ 
Condit-ion of tlte University in 1845-.A New Professorship Establi · 

The astronomical observatory was completed in the summer ofJ 
The building was originally fifty-four feet in length by twenty-t1 
breadth in the centre. Fourteen years afterward (in 1858) ano 
apartment, forty feet in length by twenty in width, was added u 
east wing. The west wing is occupied by a transit circle, constru 
by Simms, of London, having a telescope of five. feet focal length, 
an object glass of four inches clear aperture. The limb is three 
in diameter, divided into five minutes, and read by four microso 
to single seconds. Accompanying the transit circle is a clock 
mercurial compensation, constructed by Molyneux, of London. 
central apartment is surmounted by a revolving dome of ejghteen 

·internal diameter, under which is placed an equatorial telescope, 
structed also by Simms, ot' London. '11his telescope has a clear apm 
of eight inches and a focal length of twelve feet, and is mounted 
the ·manner of the celebrated Dorpat instrument constructed by Fra 
hofer. It is provided with a parallel-line position micrometer, ado~ 
image micrometer, and with a very complete battery of eye·pil 
The hour and declination circles are divided on silver, the form! 
one second of tim'e, the latter to five seconds of arc, by opposiu 
niers. The hour circle is moved by clock-work. In this central a1 

mentis an excellent clock, made by Dent, of London. 
There are also two portable achromatic telescopes-one b,y Dol~ 

of seven feet focal length and four inches aperture, the other by Sin 
of five feet focal length and three inches aperture-and a reflectinr 
cle by Troughton, of ten inches aperture, read by three vernien 
twenty seconds. Portable instruments of smaller size than tlwseal 
nam(~d increase the facilities for illustrating methods of observf 
and for instruction in operations of' practical astronomy. 

The observatory was built and the instruments purchased 
mounted under the supervision of' the accomplished head of the de~ 
ment, Prof. Frederick A. P. Barnard. 1 

t This building with its contents was the only one of the public edifices of the! 
versity that escaped destruction in 1865, when the University was destroy~ 
'United States troops. 

A lady of high cha.racter and intelligence, the wife of Ex-Governor RenbenO 
man, who lived bard by the obse,rvatory, interceded in person with the commw 
of the troops who were engagecl in the wor,k of destruction, and persnaded h~ 
spare ·this building with its valuable contents, "as not having contributedil 
way to promote t~e spirit of Tebellion among the people of the South." 
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During the years that Professor Barnard was director of th_e observ
;ory be was engaged in . contributing to the observations pursued else· 
here for detecti~g the_small irregularities of the moon's motion, and 
• observations ofJupiter's satellites, the tables of which were at th~t 
me still ,i"QJperfect, and . in determining the times and circumstali~es 
t' eclipses and.occultati<_>nsout of the meridian, and, with the aidof the 
:J_uatorial instrument,. in. the study of double stars, .comets, and neb
l::e. 
'fhe object glass of'" the large equatorial tel~scope was missing for 

everal years after the close of the · War, . but. was found about the year 
873, hidden under a pile of rubbish, by Prof. William J. Vaughu, at . 
uat time in charge of the observatory. 
The number ol stu.dents . in 1844 was: Seniors, nineteen; Juniors, 

wenty; Sophomores, forty-one; Freshmen, thirty-four; total, one hun
red and fourteen. The number of graduates in December at the com
Jeucement was eigh~een, the largest number in the history of the Uni
·ersi ty to that date. 
The year 1845 was remarkable in the history of the University for 

he occurrence of another insurrection among the students, the. conse
tuence of' an attempt to enforce the "exculpation law/' 
On Wednesday, February 19th, a disturbance took place on the campus 

m<l in the dormitories . . This . disorder ~onsisted in shouting at ladies 
v lw were walking· in the college grounds, and :flashing ·sunlight into 
,heir faces froin mirrors. The presid-ent . .addressed the students at 
)r::tyers· next morning, and invit~d those who were conc-er-ned' in . the 
lisorder to give up their names, and those who were not to'' exculpate" _ 
jhemselves. As nobody appeared on Thursday to ''exculpate" him
~elf, the occupants of the rooms in Washington College, from which the 
light had been cast into the faces of the ladies, were called before the 
Faculty and charged with the offence. All refused to confess or deny 
the cp.arge, and were forthwith suspended for contumacy. 

Ou the night of ~onday, the 4th, a riot occurred as the resultof the 
excitement in college arising .from the suspension of the in~ates p:( 
'\Vashiugton Co~lege. Gates and window blinds were removed and . 
several of the college buildings were barred up. A few students who 
were suspected of being the offenders were summoned and required to 
"exculpate" themselves. They refused and were. at once suspended. 
A large numher came forward the next day and acknowledged, that 
they had had .soq1e share in the diRorders of both occasions. The 
Paculty r~solved to test their feelings by requiring their subscription 
to the following paper : 

"We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do hereby declare our 
cordial disapprobation of the acts of Wednesday, the 19th instant, which; 
though thoughtlesslydone, we perceive with regr~t, were in viola.tion 
of the decorum and ,the respect du~ to la,di~s.; . and we promise that 
while we are students of this University we will not engage in any ·act 
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which we have reason to suppos~ will be interpreted as an iusul 
lady. 

"We a,] so hereby express our disapprobation of the disorders of 
day night, and, so far as we participated in disorder or a breacb 1 

laws on either occasion, we ask forgiveness of the Faculty." 
Eleven signed this ' paper in silence. A few refused to sign 

were suspended. Others signed, but accompanied their signature 
offensive words, importing that they regarded the action of the F1 

as oppressive and tyrannical. These were required to withdraw 
the University without public censure. 

All these students finally came back to the University, signe 
declaration, and were restored to their classes. 

The Faculty and students were called this year to lament the 
of the professor of English literature, the Rev. Edward D. Sims. 
fessor Sims died suddenly on Sunday, April 13th, 1845. Durin 
brief career in the University he had evinced an admirable fitne 
the varied and responsible duties of his station, and had endeared 
self to all his acquaintances as an amiable and excellent man. 

The number of students in 1845 was ; E,esident graduates, one; 
iors, thirteen; Juniors, twenty-six; Sophomores, thirty-six; .Fresl 
twenty-three; total, ninety-nine. Graduates at commencement, el 

At the meeting of the corporation in December, 1845, a LawS 
was established in connection with the University under the foil~. 

regulations: 1st, The course of study in order to graduate with tl 
gree of bachelor of law was tc, embrace two years; 2d, un<lergrad 
were not to be permitted to enter the Law Department or to atten 
lectures; 3d, the exercises of the Law School were not to be cond1 
in any of the University halls; 4th, law students were not to be all 
to reside in the University or to board at the Steward's Hall; 5ti 
compensation of the law professor was to be the annual fee of fif~ 

Iars, to be collected by him from each law student. 
The Hon. Benjamin F. Porter, of Tuscaloosa, was elected lau 

fessor, and the Law School was to be opened in the month of Jam 
1846. The professor was expected to deliver his lectures in the ci· 

Tuscaloosa. 
The records of the University do not indicate that any stude~ 

law made application to enter, and the school was abolished the 
year. 

Permission was granted to a few students this year to form a~ 
fraternity among themselves; to be called the "Eutrapelian Soci 
with the understanding that the society should be dissolved if the 
ulty should find any cause to be dissatisfied with its proceedings. 

· society lasted but a short time, and died out probably from a w~ 

interest. The fact is mentioned here as ·the first instance of the~ 
lishment of a secret fraternity in. the University. 
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UNIVERSITY FINANCES. 

n1837, according to the report of Judge B. F. Porter; agent and at
aey of the University, previously referred to, the whole amount of 
University endowment; exclusive of the college grounds, buildings, 
aries, apparatus, and collections, was $344,820.29. Of this suni 
i1,966.33 were invested in .State stock, on whieh the State bank was 
ring six per cent. interest. 
lt the same time the University was indebted to the bank for money 
rowed and used in the erection of buildings, and the purchase of 
·aries and apparatus, in the sum of $85,318.01. 
~y an act of the Legislature, approved December 23, 1837,1 the bank 
:; ordered to pay to the trustees of the U ni versi ty thereafter all the 
1r profits arising from the use of the University fund over and above 
rate originally established of six per cent., and the obligation to pay 

t rate still remained if the profits arising from the use·of the fund 
mid amount to le~s. 
n 1838 a further investment in six per cent. stock was made, increas
: the permanent fund to $300,000. 
[n 1844 Col. Francis Bugbee, of Montgomery, an active trustee and 
3 of the most devoted friends that the University ever had, was ap
[nted by the board to examine carefully the financial con~lition of the 
liversity, the status of the lands granted by Congress, the endowments 
d income from all sources, the expenditures of the fund, and the amount 
indebtedness to the bank. 
At the session of the Legislature in the winter of 1845-46 "an exceed
~ly able report, minute in detail and complete in statement," prepared 
Colonel Bugbee, was embodied in the report of the trustees to the 

gislature and published in pamphlet form by order of that body.2 

This account of the State with the University is here condensed: 

10unt invested in 6 per cent. State stock ......•....••• - . • • • • . . . . • • • • • $300, 000. 00 
shin bank to the credit of the University .••....•••• -..... . . • • • . . . . . . 11, 553. 01 

Total ..••••••••.•••••.•.•••••..••• ~ . • • • • . • • • • . . • • • • . . . • • • . . • • . . . 311, 553. 01 

tSS to the University by relief laws passed at various times (taken from 
Porter's report) ..••....•.•......•....... - ..•..... - . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . $144, 239. 18 
terest for three years, at 6 per cent ..•••....•.............•........ _ _ 25, 963. 05 
ofits, estimating the same at 12 per cent. made by the bank previous 
to 1837, over the 6 per cent. allowed by law_... . . . • . . • • • • . . . . . . . . • . . . 108, 962. 00 

1e the University fronl. the State .....•....•••. _ ..••••••••.•••..•....• 
1duct notes of the University held by the bank ..••..••...••..•.•... _ .. 

~lance due University ...•..••..••••••....•...•...••••...•....••••.. _ 

1 Acts of the General Assembly, 1837, p. 32. 
2 See Ganett'& Public Men of Alabama, :P· 360, 

279,164.23 
64,500.00 

214,664.23 
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Here follows the statement of the account of the University; 
Samuel G. Frierson, State treasurer, for the year 1845, presenw 
cern ber 18, 1845 : 

DEBITS . 

To the Faculty (their salaries) ....................................... $10, 
To the tutors (their salaries) ........................•.......••......... 
To librarian and bell ringer .••••...•.••....•....•...•................. 
To board of trustees ................•.........•......... .- ............. . 
To secretary to the board ...•....•.... ~ ............................... . 
To servant hire ...................................... -........... - - ... . 
To Martin & Huntington, legal services ............................... . 
For books for t~e library ...•.................••................•..... 
For postages ...........................•............... -.... - -....... . 
For work on observatory .......••••...•••....•...................•.... 
To J. E. Rial for f?lave purchased ..........•..•.••..•.......•.......... 
For repairs on University buildings ...•..•••..•••••.......••••• -.··· .... 
For diplomas .............. · .................•....•.•.................. 
For purchase of telescope ......••..••..••............•..........•...... 
R. 'T. Brumby's account ............................................. . 
To Stat.e bank .........................••.•...... ------ .... -----·--.... 9, 
For apparatus and chemicals ........••...•......•....... ---- ......... . 
To B. Manly, contingent fund......................................... 1,. 

Making the amount expended................................... 2G,: 
Leaving t.he balance ou hand this day................................. 8,: 

33, 

CONTRA• 

By amount to credit at date of last report ...............••............. $11, 
By cash received for tuition fees and contingencies...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 
By amount received as interest on stock ($300,000), vested iu the Bank of 

the State of Alabama at 6 per cent. per annum from the 8th of No-
vember, 1844, to 8th of November, 1845...... ..•. ....•. .... .... ...... 18,1 

By amot~nt received from William Biegler for rent of University (leased~ 
Ian d ..............•....... -.......... - . . . .• - - .... - - - - - - - - - - - - .• - - - - · 

During the year 184:6 the duties of the vacant professorship of 
lish literatur~ were distributed among the other professors. On the 
of December the trustees elected Mr. Frederick W. Thomas, oO 
land, professor of English literature. At this meeting of tbe boa\ 
ordinance was adopted dispensing with evening prayers. FroB 
beginning up to this time the college body bad a~sembled in the cl 

twice each day for morning and evening prayers. The time of the 
mencement and of the annual meeting of the corporation was 
changed at this meeting of the board. 

]'or a long term of years the commencement had been celebratedil 
month of December in each year. .As Tuscaloosa was the capitalo 
State, and the Legislature met there in annual session during the wi 
it was thought that the most important literary festival of the f 

{Jniversity shoqicl be 4elq while the_ Le~islature w~s iq s~ssion~ l0 
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act of the Legislature was passed removing the seat of the State gov
mentfrom Tuscaloosa to Montgomery. The board therefore changed 
time of the annual commencement from the third Wednesday in 

cember to the Wednesday after the second Monday in August. 
n December, 1816, the board of trustees established the chair of 
)logy, mineralogy, and agricultural chemistry, and instructed the 
culty to make a temporary appointment of a professor to this chair 
the ensuing year. 

rhe professorship of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology was at the 
ne time reorganized and entitled the professorship of chemistry 
cl natural history. To the newly created professorship. Mr. Michael 
omey, of South Oarolin·a, was called by the Faculty in February, 18!7, 
d this appointment was confirmed by the trustees at their, meeting in 
e summer of 1847 by the election of Mr. Tuomey to the full professor
ip. The ordinance of the board establishing this new professorship re
ired that the professor of geology, mineralogy, and agricultural chem" 
ry "should spend such portion of his time, not exceeding four months 
each year, in making a geological survey of the State as the trustees 

iY consider expedient: for the benefit of the people of the State an<l of 
e University." 
The number of students ~n 1846 was: Seniors, seventeen; Juniors, 
renty-seven; Sophomores, nineteen; Freshmen, twenty-nine; total, 
nety-two .. Graduates at commencement in December, seventeen. 
The year 1846 was one of remarkably good order and devotion to 
udy. · 

CHAPTER XIII. 

[isconduct and Removal of a Professor-Catalogue of the Library Pre
pared-P'I'ofessor Tuomey Arri'lJeS-'-First Systematic Geological Survey 
of Alabama-Appointm.ent of State Geologist-Dr. L. 0. Garland called 
to the Ohair of English Literature. 

On February 12, 1847, the newly elected professor of English liter
ture, Mr. F. W. Thomas, commenced work. His connP-ction with the 
Jniversity was, . however, of short duration. Reports of an unfavor
ble character preceded him, and his conduct soon after his arrival led 
he Faculty to conclude that the interests of the University requiren 
hat the recently formed relationship should be severed. His resig
tation was therefore requested, and on his declining to tender it his 
lasses were assigned to other professors, and thus his work there was 
nded. .Afterward his resignation was received.1 

lJn Sf) full a sketch of the University it has been thought improper to pass without 
ny notice an incident which at the time created much interest, and which had 
large influence on the institution. A full account of the affair ma;v be found in Dr. 

bnly's report to tb~ trq~tee~:~ for 1847, :pp. 10
1 

11, . . . . 
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A catalogue of the library of the University, alpha.betically arra1 
according to the titles of the books, had been prepared in 1837 by 
Richard Furman, then librarian of the University. The large! 
tions made to the library since 1837 and the peculiar wants of the 
dents seeming to require a more complete and accurate com pend 0 

contents, the trustees at their meeting in August, 18t7, ordered a 
catalogue to be prepared and printed on more extended principles. 
work was intrusted to Mr. Wilson G. Richardson, who was at that 
tutor of ancient languages and librarian of the University. The, 
Iogue was printed in octavo form in 1848, and consisted of two bun 
and fifty-seven pages. The plan of the work was substantially the! 
as that of the celebrated Signet Library, of Edinburgh. The nam 
the authors were recorded alphabetically, and under these tile titll 
works were arranged also in alphabetical order. An alphabetical i~ 
was added ns an exponent of the subjects treated, as far as tllese cr 
be gleaned from the title-pages.1 The library contained, at tlte tin 
the printing of this catalogue, four thousand two hundred and t~ 
one volumes, exclusive of pamphlets and other unbound matter. 

Prof. Michael Tuomey, in the early part of May, 1847, entere! 
the discharge of his duties. On the 13th of July be began the 
systematic geological exploration of the State. Separate papers on 

geology of Alabama had been, from the year 1827, printed in f 

man's Journal and other scientific journals, by Conrad, Lea, Shep 
Morton, and others. 

In 1838, Prof. R. T. Brumby, of the University of Alabama, publi1 
a short sketch of the geology of the State. 

Sir Charles Lyell visited Alabama in 1846 and made a urief im, 
gation of the prominent geological features of the State. Tue resul: 
his explorations were printed in the Journal of the Geological SeA 

of England and in Lyell's Second Visit to the United States. 
Referring to Professor Brumby's labors and the information he 

derived from him, Sir Charles Lyell says: "It would have been im~ 
ble for me, during my short visit, to form more than a conjecturalc 
ion respecting the structure of this coal field, still less to determint 
geographical area, bad not these subjects been studied with greati 
and scientific ability by Mr. Brumby." 

The geological explorations of Professor Tuomey, thusbegun inl: 
were prosecuted during four or five mouths of every year till18541 
tirely at the cost of the University of Alabama. 

In January, 1848, by resolution of the General Assembly, Profl: 
Tnomey was appointed State geologist., without salary, the expensr 
the equipment and survey being paid by the University. 

The :first two years of his geological work were devoted to a gent 
reconnoissance of the State to ascertain, as far as possiblr, its pri 

1 Several copies of this catalogue1 saved from the conflagratio~ in 1865, are presB 
iP. the present library. 
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•al g-eological features, and to indicate Lhe methods to be pursued in 
uture explorations. 
The results of the two years' work were published in the volume en ti-

led the First Biennial Report on the Geology of Alabama, which was 
')rinted in Tuscaloosa in 1850. 

The state of order in the University this year was excellent. Not a 
;ingle breach requiring serious discipline occurred during the year. 

The number of students in 1847 was: Seniors, eighteen; Juniors, sev
~nteen; Sophomores, thirty-four; Freshmen, thirty-two; total, one hun
.lred and one. Number of graduates at commencement in August, 
;~ighteen. 

The trustees at their regular meeting in August, 1847, changed tbe 
dme of the annual commencement to the Wednesday after the second 
Monday in July. At the same time an ordinance was adopted abolishing 
:;he Steward's Hall. The college hall, which had been used as the com
nons hall and steward's residence, was assigned to Professor Tuomey. 

To the vacant professorship of English literature Landon C. Garland, 
ately president of the Randolph-Macon College in Virginia, was elected. 
Dr. Garland began his labors in the University in January, 1848. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

:the "Exculpation" Theory again on Trial-Again Fails- Wholesale Stts-
pens·ion of Students- Tu:o Residences Dest1·oyed by Fire-F-inancial 
Condition in 1848-The Legislature Declares the Indebtedness of the 
State to the University-Protest of the Board of Trustees-Office of 
Treasurer of the University Created. 

The eighteenth collegiate year began Monday, October 4, 1847. 
Some disorderly acts among the students at the close of the December 
term were followed by other acts of violence on the night of January 2, 
1848. The continuation of these disorders led t.he Faculty to place the 
whole body of students upon their " exculpation." All the classes were 
summoned into the Rotunda., and each student was invited to "excul
pate" himself, in the presence of the college body, from the guilt of the 
recent acts of disorder. Every student present refused to answer, ex
cept one member of the Senior class and two Freshmen. All who refused 
to answer were immediately susi)ended and sent home. The University 
records are silent as to the time and mode of restoration of tllese re
bellious students, constituting nearly the whole college body ; but as 
the work of the University was resumed and carried on without break 
or interruption immediately afterward, it is presumed that all the sus
pended students who were not guilty of any of the acts of violence re
turned in a short time and exculpated themselves. 

879-No.3-5 
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A witty remark of one of the professors in connection with this~ 
lion bas bern handed down as one of the college traditions. Durin~ 

week which followed the suspension of so large a body of the studt 
there was profound quiet in the college balls and about the earn 
Oue of the professors, who was a strong advocate for the '' exculp~ 
law," said to another who regarded the law as inexpedient aml r 
gerons: "You see tlie beneficial effects of our ' exculpation law' io 
remarkable quiet and gooll order that now prevail." "Yes," answ1 

the other, 1 " in the language of Tacitus, you have made a solitude 
call it peace." 

Tllis was the last attempt ever made to carry the famous "excQ 
tion law" into efl'ect. On every occasion, save one, on which it 
been tried, it bad led to a rebellion among the students. A few Ji 
after this it was abrogateu by the corporation. Since its repeal tl 
has never been a general rebellion among the students of the Univer, 
of Alabama.2 

In April, 18l8, the University sustained a heavy loss in the desn 
_tion by fire of two of the professors' houses, the re~idences of Profe81 
Dockery and Garland. The fire was discovered in the roof about1 
o'clock in the morning, and was supposed to have originated fror 
defective :flue. 

On the 21st of February, 1848, an act was passed by the Gem 
Assembly to liquidate and settle the mutual debts existing between 
University and the State of Alabama. By the terms of this act 
indebtedness of the University to the bank was extinguished, and 
University fund was declared to be $250,000·, for the punctual paym 
of the interest on which, at the rate of six per cent. per annum, 
faith and cx:edit of the State were forever pledged. 

The first two sections of this act are here given in full: 
"SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of A.lctba1na-, T 

·the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars be, and the saUJJ 
hereby, recognized and declared to be the amount of the UNIVEUSi 

FUND, for the permanent security of which, and the punctual paym1 
of the interest thereon forever, at the rate of six per cent. per annum,! 
faith and cred!t of the State of Alabama are hereby solemnly pled~, 

,, SECTION 2. Be it further enacted, That all the notes now lleld byl 
State of Alabama against the trustees of the University of Alabar 
be, and the same are bereby,anthoi'ized and required to be deliveredi 

1 Dr. F. A. P. Barnard, late president of Columbia Collep;e, New York. 
2 In this narrative of the University of Alabama it has been deemed proper to no~ 

events as they occurred, not excepting cases of insubordination and disorder anJQ 

the students. These are particularly worthy of ·notice as illustrating the fallacr 
the theory pertinaciously adhered to by the authorities of the University, that d~ 
pliqe could be best secured by requiring every stiident whenever any disorder 
curred, and the offender was not known, to answer q nest ions touching his partici 
tion in or knowledge of the affair, in fact, to exonlpate hh:nself of an offence ofwh 
~9 far as was then known, he was entirely innocent .. 
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to the said trustees; which notes, when received by said trustees, shall 
be considered and taken in full payment and satisfaction of all claims 
which said trustees may have or pretend to have against the State of 
Alabama for interest, damages, or losses sustained, of every kind or 
description whatever, up to the date of this October, and said trustees 
shall thereupon file in the office of the secretary of state a written re
linquishment on their part on all said claims against the State." 1 

The board of' trustees, after recording their solemn protest agajnst 
this forced method of settlement of the mutual claims of the University 
and the State, as being unjust to the institution of which they bad 
been appointed guardians, finally, by ordinance adopte(l July 13, 1848, 
acquiesced in-the terms of settlement, and authorized th_eir executive 
committee to execute all necessary receipts and acquittances, and to do 
all other acts necessary to perfect the settlement. 

On the same day the trustees elected Mr. Henry A. Snow treasurer 
of the .University. During the prior existence of the University its 
funds had been deposited iu the State treasury, and the State treasurer 
had acted as treasurer of the University. 1\ir. Snow continued to hold 
the office until the . year 1861, and won the approbation of the corpora
tion as a most upright, careful, and efficient agent. 

The number of students in 1848 was: Seniors, sixteen; Juniors, thirty
one; Sophomores, forty-two; Freshmen, thirteen; total, one hundred 
and two. Number of graduates at commencement, foul'teen~ 

CHAPTER XV. 

Resignation of Professor Brumby-Sketch of his Life-Redistribution of 
Chairs of the University-Adj1tnct Professor Richardson-Resignation 
of Professor Dockery-Eleotion of Professor Pratt-Organization of 
the Alabama Historical Society-The Old State Capitol Donated to the 
University. 

In January, 1849, Prof. Richard T •. Brumby resigned the chair of 
chemistry and natural his tory, in order to accept a similar position in 
the South Carolina. College. Professor Brumby had been connected 
with the University for fifteen years. He entered upon the duties of 
his office when the institution was in its infancy, an~ had largely Qon
tributed to the measure of prosperity which it had enjoyed. He was a, 

man of learning in his specialty, and deserves to be ranked among tLe 
most distinguished professors of the University. · -

Richard T. Brumby was born August 4, 1804, in Sumter District, 
S.C. His academic education was completed in Lincolnton, N.c., in 

1
.This act is the last attempt of the Legislature of Alabama to play the part of the 

UDJ~st step-mother to an institution solemnly intrusted to its guardianship and pro
tectmg care by the act for the admission of Alabama to the Union.-W. S. W. 
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the classical school of the Rev. John Marshall. In October, 1822
1 

was admitted to the Junior class of the South Carolina College, and 
ceived the degree of bachelor of arts iu1824, with the first honors of: 
class. After studying and practising law for five years at Linco 
ton, N.C., be removed, in 1831, to Alabama, and was for a year on . 
engaged in journalism. He was the editor of the Expositor, a wee: 
newspaper of Tuscaloosa in 1834, when lle was elected to the profe&' 
ship of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology in the University of A 

bama. Thus, at the age of thirty, he began the study of those braucl 
of natural science to which he was destined to devote the larger par1 
his future life. 

Professor Brum by's residence as professor in the College of 801 
Carolina continued till1856. In July, 1855, he bad an attack of ill& 
which lasted for many months. Although be was unable to <lisch:u 
his collegiate duties, the board of trustees were unwilling to lose 
valuable serviceR, and his connection with the college was contim 
for a year longer. The hope of complete restoration proving to be li 
sory, he resigned his professorship December 14, 1856, and removeij 
Marietta, Ga., where he lived in retirement for a long term of year& 

"Professor Brumby's labors in the University of Alabama were of: 
most _valuable character, and reflected the highest honor upon k 
There is no doubt that he gave the first impetus to the cause of scie1 
in that part of the country, and imparted to it a dignity and importa: 
which it had not previously enjoyed. He was not only acceptable 
his professorship, but he built up an enviable reputation in that Sti 

"It was this reputation which attracted the attention of the Trusl· 
of the South Carolina College, and he received his appointment liD! 

circumstances the most flattering. 
"He loved the pursuits of science, and for many years had consecra· 

all his time and talents to it with singular devotion. * * * He t 
always to be found in the laboratory. There he toiled with laborie 
persevering industry." 1 

It is probable that much of the ill health which afterward came UJ 

him was due to bis severe devotion and unrelaxed attention. 
The vacancy caused by Professor Brum by's resignation led to a~ 

arrangement of some of the departments of instruction. Profe1 
Barnard was transferred from the chair of mathematics, natural! 
losophy, and astronomy to the chair of chemistry and natural hist~ . 
and·Prof. L. C. Garland was transferred from the professorship ofE: 
lish literature to that of mathematics, natural philosophy, and 
tronomy. The work of the department of English literature was i 
tributed among the. other professors, as had so often been done be~ 

In July, 1849, the board of trustees created the adjunct professort
1 

of ancient languages aud English literature, and J\'lr. Wilson G. lli 
ardson, a distinguished graduate of the University, who bad filled ; 

1 Sketch of Professor Brumby in La Borde's History of the South Carolina Co& 
Columbia, 1859. 
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office of tutor of ancient languages for several years, was elected to 
tbe new professorship for one year. At tbe end of his term of service 
Professor Richardson went to Europe to pursue philological studies in 
the University of Berlin. After a residence of four years in Europe 
he returned to America and was chosen professor of modern languages 
in the University of Mississippi. After leaving t.he University of 
Mississippi, in 1859, he held professorships successively in Oakland 
College -Mississippi; Davidson College, North Carolina; Central Uni
versity,' Kentucky; and Austin College, Texas. He died in 1886, a 
clergyman of the Presl)yterian church in west Tennessee. 

The number of students in college year 184:8-49 was: Resident grad
uates, one; Seniors, nineteen; Juniors, thirty-three; Sophomores, six
teen; Freshmen, twenty-five; total, one hundred and four. Graduates 
at commencement, nineteen. 

The only event of sufficient interest to be here chronicled for this 
collegiate year was the resignation of Mr. James C. Dockery, professor 
of modern languages. 

Professor Dockery retired from his professorship at the close of the 
collegiate year in July, 1850. He removed to Hernando, Miss., and en
gaged in agricultural pursuits. The year of his death is not known to 
the writer. The professorship of modern languages was reduced to a 
tutorship for a term of years, and lVIr. Charles F. Henry was appointed 
tutor. At the meeting of the board in July, Rev. John W. Pratt, a 
Presbyterian clergyman, and graduate of the University of the class of 
1844, was elected professor of Engli~h literature. 

The Alabama Historical Society was .organized on the 8th of July, 
1850, under the auspices of the trustees and Faculty of the University. 
This society has continued to hold its regular meetings in connection 
with the commencement exercises of the University since its organiza
tion. The printed books and manuscripts which have been collected by 
the society are deposite:l for safe-keeping in the library of the Univer
sity. 

Tile number of students in 18~9-50 was: Seniors, nineteen; Juniors, 
twelve; Sophomores, thirty-three; Freshmen, sixteen; total, eighty. 
Graduates at commencement, 1850, fifteen. 

The collegiate year of 1850-51 was one of unusual quiet and unre
mitting devotion to study·. In his report to the board in July, 1851, 
!'resident Manly says : 

"It is apparent that more study bas been accomplished this year 
than heretofore in a similar period. The classes occupy higher grades, 
especially in some departments of study, than ever before. In mathe
matics they are severally as high as it is proposed to take them. And 
the Faculty are convinced that this advance has not been made at the 
expense of accuracy and thoroughness. Dispositions and habits more 
student-like have certainly been engendered. Among the means which 
have contributed to these pleasing results the chief is the exami~ation 
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of every student on every subject partly by writing as well as orat 
1.'he effects of this change have been so elevating and salutary tltatt 
Faculty desire to improve and extend the system." 

This was the beginning of the system of written examinations in t 
University, a system which has been maintained ever since witht 
most beneficial results. 

The number of students in 1850-51 was: Seniors, nine; Junio· 
twenty-seven; Sophomores, thirty-five; Freshmen, twenty; total,nin~ 
one. Graduates at commencement in 1851, nine. 

The collegiate year of 1851-52 may be briefly chronicled as a y~ 
of peace, with no events for special record. 

At the meeting of the board in July, 1852, Mr. Emmanuel V. Scbe1 

of Boston, was elected professor of modern languages, and Mr. Geor 
Benag·h, who had been for two years previously tutor of pure rnatn 
matics, was made full professor in the same department. 

The number of students in 1851-52 was: Resident graduates, on 
Seniors, nineteen; Juniors, twenty-seven; Sophomores, forty-one; Fre~ 
men, thirty-eight; total, one hundred and twenty-six. Graduates 
commencement, nineteen. 

The Legislature of Alabama, at its session in the winter of 1851-n 
made a gift to the University of the old State capitol, together witbi 
furniture and fixtures. The furniture was removed to the Universit 
The massive mahogany chair, which is occupied by the president 1 

the corporation during the exercises of commencement day, is one 
the few relics of this ancient furniture, and was the chair occupied D 

the president of the Senate. 
The desks and chairs which are used by the trustees at their annlli 

meetings are all of this furniture that was saved from the destructi~ 

of the University, and are the chairs and desks which were used in on 
of the houses of the General Assembly. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Epidemic among the Students_:_Ohair of Modern Languages Refilled· 
Geological S?l!rrey of A.labmna-:-Projessor_ Tuorney's Second Annffl 
Report-Resignation of Dr. Garland. 

In the. early part of the year 1853 an epidemic of typhoid pneumoni 
prevailed among the students. Ther~ were twelve or thirteen cas~ 

The University received a painful shock in the death of four promisi~ 
young men. During this unusual season of calamities a panic amo~ 
the students, extending itself to their parents and friends at hornt 
drove many of them from the University, and so disturbed the mind 
of those who remained at the post of duty that but little study w~ 
done from the 20th of Januaryto the 26th of February. It requ~ 
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11 the address that the members of the Faculty could command to 
llSpire co1fidence during this period of intense anxiety. At last, about 
he first of March, confidence being restored, the absent students, for 
he most part, returned, and the accustomed diligence of the whole 
1ody was renewed. With the exception of this interruption of work, 

1y reason of sickness among the students, the ac~demic year 1852-53 
vas one of unusual prosperity. 

The number of students was: Seniors, :fifteen; Juniors, twenty-four; 
'ophomores, forty-five; Freshmen, thirty-three; total, one hundred and 
;eventeen. A. B. graduates at commencement in July, 1853, fourteen. 

Tile professorship of modern languages being still vacant, the Faculty, 
n August, 1853, appointed for the term of one year Mr. Andre De
offre, of Selma, instructor in modern languages. Mr. Deloffre began 
1is labors in the University at the beginning of the autumn term, in 
October, 1853. In July, 1855, he was made by the board full professor 
in his department, and continued to hold this :position until the destruc
tion of the University in 1865. 

By an act of the General Assembly, approved February 3, 1854, 
provision was made for a complete and thorough geological Pxploration 
of th6 State, "so as to determine accurately the quality and character
istic~ of its soils, and. their adaptation to agricultural purposes, its 
mineral resources, their location and the best means for their develop
ment, its water powers and capacities, and generally everything relat
ing to the geological and agricultural character of the State." 

The Governor was authorized to appoint a State geologist at an an
nual salary of twenty-five hundred dollars, who should, during the 
period of his service, hold no other office in the State. The sum often 
tllousand dollars was appropriated out of the State treasury to pay the 
expenses of the survey. The Governor, as empowered by the act, ap
pointed Professor Tuomey to perform the service contemplated. Pro
fessor Tuomey accepted the appointment and tendered his resignation 
as professor of geology, mineralogy, and agricultural chemistry in the 
University of Alabama,. to take effect as soon as he could complete the 
work of instruction for the Senior class of the year. _ · 

Professor Tuomey left the University and began the work of the · 
survey May 22, 1854. The exploration was continued dt,ring the years 
1854-55. by him with the assistance of Prof. Ed ward Q. Thornton, a 
graduate of the University of the class of 185:{; of Prof. Oscar M. 
Lieber, of South Carolina Oollege, to whom were assigned parts of 
the work in the :field; and of Dr. John W. Mallet, of Trinity Uollege, 
Dublin, who had charge of the chemical department of the survey. A 
report of the work was drawn up by Professor·Tnomey aud presented 
to the Legislature in November, 1855. The unexpected illness and 
death of Professor Tuomey, in March,_ 1857, awl the neglect of tile 
State printers, led to a long delay in the publication of this work. It 
finally appeared in 1858 under the title: The Second Biennial Report 
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on the Geology of Alabama, edited from the author's MS. and 1 

papers by John W. Mallet, Ph. D., professor of chemistry iu the 
versity of Alabama. 

The work in which Professor Tuomey was engaged reqnired 
1 

connection with the UniverRity. If the State geologist had been 
to furnish a laboratory and cabinets, and to purchase the books n 
sary to the successful prosecution of his work, out of the limite~ 
propriation made by the Legislature, his investigations would 
been greatly embarrassed. The trustees therefore granted him t1 
cupancy of rooms in the University and gave him the privilege of[ 
all the apparatus belonging to the analytical laboratory, and the~ 
tions of minerals, shells, and fossils, while pursuing his investiga1 
within doors. Professor Tuomey, in this way, retained a semi-o! 
connection with the University, and, as a fair return for the faci: 
afforded him, he continued to deliver during the winter months,gr 
tously, the courses of lectures formerly delivered by him to the cia 

The University sustained another serious loss this year in the r 
nation of Landon C. Garland, professor of natural philosophy 
astronomy. Dr. Garland resigned his place in February, 1854, to 
the presidency of the North-East ~nd South-WeRt Railroad Compa 
corporation then recently organized to build a railroad from Meri~ 
Miss., to Wills Valley, Ala. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

Resignation of Professor Barnard-Serious Loss to the University
matlcs upon his Character and Attainments-Biographical Sketch oJ 

Distinguished Professor- Other Changes in the Faculty-Salarie! 
stored at the Urgent Request of President jJJcmly-New System of 
legiate Instruction-Its Abandonment. 

In May, 1854, Prof. Frederick A. P. Barnard notified the pres\~ 
of the board of his purpose to dissolve his connection with the Unr 
sity on the first day of October following. 

The loss to the University of this eminent scholar was felt bJ 
trustees to be a calamity. He had been connected with the institnl 
from the beginning of Dr. Manly's administration. A man of greal 
dustry in scientific labors, and of extraordinary acquisitions in all 
partments of learning, he bad won a reputation for himself and for 
University which had passed the borders of the State and becom 
great measure national. During the eighteen years in wllich he 
been connected with the Unive:rsity, by his profound and varied le 
ing, by the promptness, assiduity, and enthusiasm with wllich bel 
discharged his duties, by his warm and hearty sympathy with tbel 
dents who year after year came within the sphere of his genial influeJ 
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'Y his deep interest in the prosperity of the Universit~ an~ his unti~ing 
xertions to make it the equal of any school of learmng lll the Umon, 
e bad earned and won the love and admiration of trustees, professors, 
raduates, students, and, in fact, of an the people in the State who 
new his peculiar fitness for the vocation to which he had been called. 
It will not be considered out of place in this connection to give a rapid 

ketch of the life of this able and distinguished gentleman. 
Frederick Augustus Porter Barnard was born in Sheffield, Mass., 

!lay 5, 1809. He bas given in the Forum, under the title, How I Was 
~ducated, a sketch of his early training. He was graduated in Yale 
Jollege in the class of 1828, was tutor of mathematics in the same in
i,titution in 1829, and taught for two years in the institutions for the 
,raining of the deaf and dumb in Hartford and New York. In 1837 he 
was elected to the profes~orship of mathematics, natural philosophy, 
tnd astronomy in the University of Alabama, and came to Tuscaloosa 
n the spring of 1838. He discharged with singular ability the duties 
of this chair until January, 1849, when he was transferred, at his own 
request, to the professorship of chemistry and natural history. 

In 1854 he took orders in the Episcopal Church, and in the spring of 
tlmt year was ordained deaeon by the Right Rev. N.H. Cobbs, bishop 
of Alabama. His first sermon, on the subject of Justification by Faith, 
was preached in Christ Church, Tuscaloosa. 

Professor Barnard resigned his place in the University of Alabama 
the same year, and became professor of physics and astronomy in the 
University of Mississippi. Two years later he was chosen president of 
that University, and held office until the University was suspended in 
1861 by the outbreak of the War between the States. 

In 1865 he was chosen president of Columbia College, in t,he city of 
New York, which office he continued to hold until his death, on the 27th 
of April~ 1889, when he was within eight days of his eightieth year. 

Among the published works of Dr. Barnard may be mentioned: An 
Analytic Grammar of the English Language, 1836; Barnard's Arith
metic, printed in Tuscaloosa, 1843; Letters on Collegiate Government, 
printed ori-ginally in Henry Barnard's Journal of Education, and after
wards collected in book form, 1855; History of the United States Coast 
Survey, 1857; The Metric System, i871. Dr. Barnard was editor-in
chief of Johnson's Cyclopedia, New York, to which he contributed a 
large number of articles on scientific and literary topics. Yale College 
conferred upon him in 1859 the honorary degree of doctor of laws; 
the University of Mississippi, in 1861, the degree of doctor of divinity; 
and in 1872 the honorary d~gree of L. H. D. (Litterarum Humaniorum 
Doctor) was bestowed upon him by the regents of the University of New 
York. 

Dr. Barnard always retained his affection for the Univer~ity in which 
he began his career as a professor. The University of Alabama re-
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cei ved from him a few years ago a copy of John son's Cyclopedia 0 
in full morocco, with an appropriate inscription 011 the cover. 

~l'he following graceful and touching memorial of his virtues a01 

services, from one who is himself distinguished in the world of 1~ 
is here inserted: 

[From The School Journal (N.Y.), :May 11, 1889.) 

'' PRESIDEN'£ BARNARD. 

"By Prof. NICHOLAS MURRAY BuTLER, Ph. D. , Columbia College. 

"In responding to the request of the editor, to lay before the re1 

of the Journal a brief tribute to the memor,y of him who has beeno 
from the 'highest academic distinction to which any ambition coni 
pire' to his eternal rest, I find myself unable to give adequate expr~ 

to my sense of the loss which the cause of American education h 
tained in the death of Frederick A. P. Barnard, eighth preside1 
Columbia College. Though a life of full four-score years was bcl 
bim, President Barnard's greatest work lay still before him. 1t 
taken an these years for circumstances to combine to rendm~ po& 
the consummation of the lofty ideal which he had formed for the 
American university, which should be at once the product and th1 
spiration of our national education. His great life ebbed painlt 
and peacefully away just when the fruit of his untiring labors ww 

be gathered in. To President Barnard's broad vision, wise judgm 
and generous enthusiasm is due not only the Columbia College ol 

day, but also the university which will rise out of it and above itin 
near future. 

"In the scope and profundity of ·his learuing, in the breadth of 
sympathies, and in the unselfishness of his enthusiasm, President I 
nard has had no equal in the whole long list of American educa!1 
His work at Yale College, among th_e deaf and dumb, at the Universr 
of Alabama and Mississippi, and finally in a quarter of a centn 
service as president of our great metrop-olitan college, gave him an 
ucational experience seldom, if ever, equalled. · In the petty bickeri 
which some are wont to dignify with the name of educational discuss! 
President Barnard took no part. He was concerned with rnorel1 
and more serious matters. Though a warm and consistent frieni 
technical and professional schools, he never believed that a grouJ 
such could constitute a university; and while ardently advocating e~ 
ive studies in the college course, his judgment never confused a1 
lege, however liberal and multifarious its instruction, with tbatt 
versity for the creation of which he freely g.ave his ripest thought I 
tireless energy. 

"Scientist, scholar, educator, venerable and honored, PresidentE 
nard, with a good work well done, has 

"'Passed 
To where beyond these voices there is peace.'" 
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rhe :vear 1854 must be regarded as one of the eventful years in the 
;tory. of the University. Three of the leading professors had resigned 
~ir places, and these were places difficuit adequately to supply. An 

1uiry into the cause of the sudden departnre of these eminent gen
:men had led the board to the conclusion that the salaries paid the 
ofessors were inadequate to command the best ability. The cost of 
·ing had measurably increased in the past ten years, and salaried men 
other vocations were getting better stipends. 
The board accordingly, in July, 1854, increased the salaries of the pro
~sors from $1,750 to $2,000per annum. The salaries of the two tutors 
3re increased at the same time from $800 to $1,000. The president's 
lary remained at the sum fixed by the board in 1843, viz, $2,500. 
'J'he number of students in 1853-54 was: Seniors, fifteen; tTuniors, 
irty; Sophomores, fifty-one; Freshmen, twenty five; · total, one hun
·ed and twenty-one. A. B. graduates at commencement in July, 1854, 
urteen. 
The boa.rd of trustees, at their regular meeting in July, 1852, with 
e view of getting full information touching the comparative merits of 
te two systems of collegiate study then prevailing in the United States
tmely, the time-honored curriculum requiring four years for the at
inment of the degree of bachelor of arts, with a division of the stu
~nts into classes called, respectively, senior, junior, sophomore, and 
esbman, and the eclectic system, first introduced by ~r. Jefferson 
to the University of Virginia, which abolished the class system and 
~rruitted all students, under certain necessary restrictions, to pursue 
1e studies of their choice-bad requested Dr. Manly to visit during the 
11nmer vacation the most prominent colleges and univ.ersities in the 
nion, to examine the methods of study prevailing in them, and to re· 
ort, with recommendations, to the 1lext regular meeting of the board. 
The results of Dr. Manly's investigations were em bodied in a Report 

n Collegiate Education, presented to the trustees in July, 1853~ and 
rinted, by order of the board, in a pamphlet of more than a hundred 
ages. Dr. Manly's conclusions were adverse to the introduction of the 
rirg·inia University system into the University of Alabama. The board·~ 
evertheless, at the earnest request of its president, the Hon. John An
lwny Winston, then Governor of Alabama, resolved to give the new 
ystem a trial in a modified form. 
The system of four classes was retained, but the old names, senior, 

tmior, etc., were· set aside, and the classes were to be designated, be
:inning with the lowest, " the class of the first year," "the class of 
lle second year," etc. Each student under twenty-one years of age 
vas required, on entering the University, to produce from his parent or 
~uardian a wxitten declaration of his speeial object in coming to the U ni
rersity, and the Faculty were to prescribe for him a course of study best 
Ldapted to enable him to accomplish his object.in the shortest time. 

The new system was to begin with the autumn term, 1854: In the 
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mean time the board of trustees requested the Faculty to inve~, 

the merits of the system still further, and to embody their view~ 

report to the board, to be presented in July, 1854. The Facu]t 
pointed a committee of their body to prepare this report. The em 

tee consisted of Professors Barnard, Pratt, and Benagh. Ther 
itself, written by Prof. F. A. P. Barnard and signed by himsel 
Professor Pratt, was an elaborate essay on the general subjecto 
legiate education. It was printed by order of the board in a pan 
volume of two hundred and sixty pages, and is a valuable contrit 
to the literature of the subject of which it treats. The views of tht 
mittee and of a majority of the professors were adverse to the ne 
tern. It was faithfully tried for three years without any mark1 
provement in the morals or scholarship of the students, and wi 

adding to the number of students. The board, in July, 1857, ora 
return to the old system. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

Illness of Professor Stafford-He Takes a Respite and Tutor W. S. fl 

·is Assignid to his Cl~J,sses-Resignation of President Manly-Hi! 
Words to the Board of Trustees-Sketch of his Life, Character 
Services. 

During the collegiate year 1854-55 the duties of the chair of cl 
try were discharged by Dr. John W. Mallet, who had recent!) 
appointed analytical chemist for the State geological survey. 

Professor Tuomey delivered to the Senior class, without cba~ 

his services, his usual course of lectures on mineralogy, concholog1 
geology. The professorship of natural philosophy and astr01 
made vacant by the resignation of Dr. Garland, was filled !1,1 

Benagh, the professor of mathematics, and the duties of Mr. Be~ 
chair were discharged by Mr. Robert K. Hargrove, a graduate 
University of the class of 1852, who had been elected instrm1 
mathematics the preceding year. 

Near the close of the second term, March, 1855, the health 
professor of ancient languages, Mr. Samuel M. Stafford suddenly! 
The president and the other professors, impelled by the convictior 
the University owed a large part of its prosperity to Professor Sta! 
fidelity and devotion during the past eighteen yea.rs, and. undt 
written advice of his medical advisers, gained his consent to I; 

respite from duty. Mr. WilliamS. Wyman, a graduate of the Unll· 
oftheclass of1851, who bad been for two years tutor of Latin andv 
was requested. to take charge of all the duties of Professor Stl 
while his own, thus vacated, were provided for by calling in tl 
·of Mr. Richard Furman, an alumnus of1839. Professor Staffordal 
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nself of the needed season of rest, and the board, at the end of the 
tr allowed him his salary for the whole year. 
)~ the 19th of April, 1855, the president of the University, Rev. 
,sil Manly, D. D., admonished by failing health, forwarded his resig
tion of the presidency to the president of the board, to take ewect on 
~first day of Oetober. In his last report Dr. Manly says: "Having 
ent eighteen years in your service with whatever of ability God has 
stowed upon me, and feeling it to be a duty now to withdraw, the 
:dersigned asks the privilege of resigning. A single trustee 1 and a 
1gle member of the Faculty 2 remain in either body with whom the 
tdersigned began his official career. 
"It has been the steady aim of the undersigned, and of that body of 
1le and honest men who have composed the Faculty of this University 
r th~ last eighteen years, to raise and maintain a high standard of · 
:holarship. To have done· this is a great achievement for a college, 
r a State, and for posterity, essentially involving the true elevation 
1d advancement of a people for all time. The gratifying conscions
ess is ours that we have reared for the University an elevated stand
r<l of scholarship; that notwithstanding the paucity and insufficiency 
f schools, the indulgent spirit of wealthy parents, and the alleged in
ispositiou of Southern youth to severe application, we have inspired 
he ambition of high attainments in the ingenuous young men who 
ave remained with us, and have dismissed them to their employ
lents in the world, endowed with self-mastery and prepared to stand 
dth no enfeebling consciousness of inferiority on any platform of duty 
nd trial to which the providence of God may call them. 
" Grateful for all your generous confidence and much attached to 

rou individually by the amenities o;f a kindly intercourse, I now sur
·ender to you the important trusts committed to my hands.'' 

SKETCH OF DR. BASIL MANLY. 

Basil Manly was born near Pittsborough, in Chatham County, N.C., 
m the 29th day of January, 1798. At the age of eighteen he was 
licensed to preach the Gospel. In 1819 he entered the Junior class of 
South Carolina College, from which he was graduated in 1821 with the 
first honors. He was ordained to the ministry in 1822, and was pastor 
of the Baptist church in Edgefield, S. 0., for four years. During his 
residence in Edgefield, on the 23d of December, 1824, he was united iu· 
marriage with Miss Sarah Murray Rudolph. In 1826 1\'Ir. Manly re· 
moved to Charleston and became pastor of the First Baptist church. 

During his pastorate in Charleston Dr. Manly won a high reputa
tion as a preacher. Here he began his labors for the promotion of 
ministerial and secular education of young men-labors that were to 
be continued during all the remaining years of his long and useful life. 
He was one of the leaders of tlle movement that resulted in the estab-

1 Col. Francis Bugbee. 2 Professor Stafford. 



78 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN ALABAMA. 

Iishment of Furman University, at Greenville, S. 0., and of the fi~ 
ing Baptist Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Ky. 

In 1837 Dr.· Manly resigned his pastorate to accept the presidet 
the University of Alabama. He found the institution over who~ 

tinies he had been called to pr:eside in a languishing condition. 1 

a fortunate circumstance for the University and for the people ol 
bama that be united in himself the qualities that gave fitness fo 
duties of this high and responsible office. He was upright and h~ 

faithful and laborious. He was a man of rare practical wisdom, 1 

ing heartily into sy~pathy with the young men intrusted to his 
ance and counsel. His methods of governing were firm and po~ 

but always kind and fatherly. In him, as the executive officer ol 
Faculty, judgment was always tempered with mercy. In socialt 
course Dr. Manly was instructive, cordial, and sympathetic. His1 
was acute, ready to perceive and duly weigh the sentiments of otl 
It was well stored with learning, far more extensively so tha~ 

modest exhibitions of it would lead one to imagine. It required : 
scholarship in others to perceive the depth of the investigation he 
made of the subjects he bad studied, or to recognize the wide ran1 
which he had extended his researches. With these mental acq1 
ments was united a spirit of playfulness and humor which gave acl 
to his conversation. No one could better appreciate true wit or~ 
ine humor. No one enjoyed an innocent pleasantry more than 
To the outside world this only made him more companionable and~ 
him better for his work. It never led to levity. It. never tempted 
to give pain to others.1 

During Dr. Manly's administration the University reached a~ 
condition of prosperity and usefulness. He always insisted that 
bachelor's diploma should be to the world a badge of high scholars! 
The results of this insistence are shown in the fact that among the~ 
u_ates of the University of his time are to be found to-day many of 
most highly educated men of the South. Statesmen, lawyers, cle1 
men, bishops, presidents and professors in college, well-trained schol 
in commercial life, men of influence, in short, in every vocation. 

After Dr. Manly's resignation of the presidency he filled for 
years the pulpit of the Wentworth Street Baptist Church, in Char 
ton. In 1859 be returned to Alabama and labored as missiomtryi 
general evangelist under the charge of the board of domestic missi1 
of the Southern Baptist Church. In 1861 and 1862 he was pastO! 
the First Baptist Church, in Montgomery, Ala. In 1864 he was smltl 
with paralysis, from which he afterward partially recovered. Althou 
he continued to preach as occasion ofl'ered and his enfeebled condiU 
permitted, he was never after this engaged in any active employm~. 

He died December 21, 1868, at the residence of his son, Rev. Ba 
Manly, Jr., in Greenville, S. C., in the seventy-first sear of llis age .. 

1 Dr. Boyce's Funeral Discourse, p. 66. 
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rhe number of students in the University in 1854-55, Dr. Manly's 
t year, was: Class of the fourth year (Seniors), twenty-four; class of 
~ third year (Juniors), eighteen; class of the second year (Sopho
,res) forty· class of the first year (Freshmen), thirty; total, one 
ndr~d and' twelve. Graduates at commencement in July, 1855, 
enty-three. 
During the eighteen years of Dr. Manly's presidency there were two 
ndred and fifty-two graduates. Large numbers every year bad been 
1uired to withdraw for want of scholarship. During this period five 
~tinguished gentlemen of the United States were honored by the 
ard with the degree of doctor of laws, ten with the degree of doctor 
divinity, and the honorary degree of master of -arts was conferred on 
rty-seven. 

THIRD PERIOD: A. D. 1855-1865. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

r. Garland Elected President-Changes in the Faculty-Oontintted Ill 
Health and Resignation of Professor Stafford-Sketch of his Life
Death of Professor Tuomey-Biographical Sketch of the D·istinguislted 
Geologist. 

At the twenty-fourth "commencement" of the University, July, 
i55, tlle board of trustees elected Dr. Landon C. Garland, sometime 
.·ofessor of mathematics, natural philosophy, and astronomy, to the 
.·esidency of the University. Mr. George Benagh, who had been oc
.tpying the chair vacated two years before by Dr. Garland, was 
ected professor of natural philosophy and astronomy; Mr. Tuomey, 
te State geologist, was elected professor of chemistry, mineralogy, 
!ld geology, with a year's leave of absence to complete the-geological 
.ork in which he wa~ then engaged. Mr. Tuomey continued his lect
res to the .Senior class without compensation from the University, and 
1r. John W. Mallet was appointed lecturer in chemistry for the year. 
Tlle two tutors, ~Iessrs. W. S. Wyman and Robert K. Hargrove, were 

1ised to the dignity of professors. Mr. Wyman was chosen associate 
rofessor of ancient languages and Mr. Hargrove associate professor of 
.athematics. 
The Faculty of the University at the beginning of Dr. Garland's term 

onsisted of the following officers of instruction : 
Landon C. Garland, LL. D., president, and professor of moral and 

~ental science; Samuel M. Stafford, M. A., professor of ancient litera
me; Rev. John W. Pratt, M.A., professor of logic, rhetoric, and ora
ory; George Benagh, M. A., professor of mathematics, natural philos
'PhY, and astronomy; Andre Deloffre, professor of modern languages; 
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William S. Wyman, M.A., associate professor of ancient langu 
Michael Toomey, M.A., professor-elect of chemistry, mi.neralogs 
geology; Robert K. Hargrove, M. A., associate professor of n 
matics; John W. Mallet, Ph. D., lecturer in chemistry; and W. s 
man, secretary of the Faculty. 

Contrary to the hopes and expectations of the trustees and ~ 

colleagues in the Faculty, Professor Stafford's health clid not im1 
during the year. At the opening of the collegiate exercises in Ocl 
1855, he was unable to resume his duties, and, in order to give 
still longer period of rest, Mr. Wyman was tern porarily transferr 
the professor's place, and .Mr. John A. Jones, a recent graduatea 
University, was appointed tutor of ancient languages, to take the 
of Mr. Wyman. January 1,1856, Professor Stafford resumed thea 
of his chair. His health, however, continued to decline, and il 
manifest that the University would soon lose his valuable servic~ 
much bodily weakness he continued, with the assistance of Mr. 
man, to discharge his duties to the end of the session. Conscio 
his physical inability to endure for the future the labors he hao 
tained in the past, he resigned his place in July, 1856, and retir 
private life. His retirement was the occasion of deep regret to al 
friends of the University. 

Professor Stail'ord was a native of South Carolina. He was 
uated at South Carolina College in 1818, and was master, for 1 

years, of a flourishing boarding-school for boys, at Winnsborough
1 

His reputation as a classical scholar, and the high standing o 
pupils prepared by him for South Carolina College, led the trn 
of the University of Alabama in 1837 to ofl'er him the professors~ 
ancient literature. He served in this place for nineteen years. B 

accurate scholarship, his many private virtues, his official fidelit! 
ability, he gained the unqualified admiration of all who were eve 
sociated with him. Mr. Stafford lived in retirement in Tuscaloos 

·twenty years after he left the University. His wife, l\irs. Maria 
Stafford, a lady blessed with intellectual and social accomplishmm 
the highest order, took charge in 1856 of the Tuscaloosa Female 
tute. Here Professor Stafford, in the companionship of his booK 
of numerous congenial friends, ff)und rest and solace during U 
mainder of his life. 1 

The number of students, 1855-56, was: Resident graduates, 
students of the fourth year (Seniors), fifteen; students of the third 
(Juniors), twenty-nine; students of the second year (Sophomores), 
two; students of the first year (Freshmen), forty; total, one bu 
and twenty-eight. Graduates at commencement in July, sixteen. 

In July, 1856, the chair of ancient languages was divided. Mr. 
man, who had been for four years an instructor in this departme 

1 He lies buried in the Tuscaloosa cemetery. His tombstone bears the siDlJ 

scription, ''PROFESSOR STAFFORD." 
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University, was made professor of the Latin language and litera
e. The newly established chair of the Greek language and litera
e was given to t.he Rev. Archibald J. Battle, an alumnus of the 
ss of 184:6, who had been a professional teacher for many years, and 
one year tutor of Latin and Greek in the University. Dr. Mallet, 

0 had for some time been the instructor in chemistry, was made the 
:manent professor of chemistry. 
?rofessor Tuomey, who had now finished the work of the State geo
;ical survey,resumed, at the beginning of the autumnterm, the duties 
his professorship. In February, 1857, his health becawe somewhat 
paired, and leave of absence was granted him to visit Mobile, with 
a lwpe that f1 brief rest would restore him to his wonted vigor. · Pro· 
;sor Tuomey left Tuscaloosa to visit his friend, Dr. Josiah ·C. N ott, · 
Mobile, about the middle of March. He was destined never again 
cross the threshold of his lecture room. His malady was pronounced 
be heart disease. He was brought back to Tuscaloosa in a dying 

•Ddition during the last days of March, and expired on the 30th day of 
arch, 1857. 
Michael Tuomey was born in the city of Cork, Ireland, on St. Michael's 
•ay, September 29, 1805. After getting a good classical education in 
te schools of Ireland and England, he came in early manhood to the 
·uited States, and engaged first in agriculture. Finding this not suited 
, his taste, he entered the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, at Troy, 
r. Y., from which he was graduated in 1835. He was engaged for a 
ime in civil engineering and in teaching. 
From the beginning of his career as an instructor a large part of his 

[me was given to studies and researches in those branches of science 
ll which he afterwards reached eminence. In 1844 he was appointed 
~tate geologist of South Carolina. His · Report on the Geology of South 
)arolina, published in quarto form at Columbia in 1848, is· regarded 
,sa most valuable contribution to the geological history of the United 
)tates. Professor Tuomey was the first to call attention to the phos
)hate beds in the lower part of the State, which have, since his day, 
leen so largely developed and converted into commercial fertilizers. 

He came to the University of Alabama in 1847, as professor of geol
)gy, mineralogy, and agricultural chemistry. Besides the two reports 
)n the geology of Alabama already referred to in these notes, Mr. 
ruomey was the author, in connection with Prof. F. S. Holmes, of 
Charleston College, of the Fossils of South Carolina, a quarto volume 
published in numbers from 1851 to 1857. He was a frequent contrib
utor of articles on geology and kindred subjects to Silliman's Journal 
and other scientific periodicals. 

The esteem in which Professor Tuomey was held by his coll~agues 
and the personal characteristics of the man are well set forth in the 
pages of the journal of the proceedings of the Faculty of the Univer
sity, insc!ibed to his memory on the mournful occasion of his death: 

879-No.3-6 



82 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN ALABAMA. 

"The Faculty of the University of Alabama desire to tran81 

those who shall hereafter read this journal a faint expression of 
profound grief and a brief testimonial of their high regard for 
deceased colleague. 

"It is not for us, at this time, to enumerate his varied accomplish 
as a man of science. His own hand has recorded his fame in hi 
fession. The soil of Alabama, in which be sleeps, the rocks ancli 
of the State, will be inseparably connected with his labors. 

"But it is our part to bear our testimony to what we bavet 
of the man in our daily intercourse with him. 

" His enthusiasm for natural science, his practical turn of mh 
facility in imparting knowledge, and his earnest devotion to 
learning, combined to make him one of the most agreeable, popula· 
valuable instructors. 

"His ready humor, his earnest but unobtrusive philanthrop 
refinement of heart and mind, his kindly interest in the welf~ 

all with whom he associated, threw a genial glow over his soeial 
course and made him a most charming companion in every circle. 
they served to endear him to all who were honored with his lllr 

timate friendship. 
'' His courage and truthfulness, his straightforward honesty at 

born contempt for everything mean or low or sordid, his digni~ 

manliness combined with childlike simplicity and freedom from! 
tation, his detestation of empiricism and mere display, all comrn~ 

our respect and won our unqualified admil'ation. 
"One trait in his character geserves from us especial rnentio 

cause it was generally known only among those whose heartfelt 
will never reach the public ear. This was his undying devotion 
native land. It did not display itself in a noisy publication ol 
glories or her wrongs, or in an ungrateful depreciation of his adr 
country and its institutions, but in a quiet but active sympatfr; 
those of his countrymen whom fortune or misfortune had driven It 
shores. He recognized in every Irishman, no matter how humb: 
station, a representative of the land of his nativity, in whose soi 
ashes of his mother were reposing. 

''In his death the people of Alabama, the community in wbh 
live, and, most of all, ourselves, have sustained a loss whichinsao 
and silence we bitterly deplore. 

"We claim the privilege of mingling our grief with the tearsol 
kindred, and of tendering them that consolation which they may d. 
from the assurance that we drink with them of tbe same cup of b 
ness." 

Mr. Tuomey, though an Irishman by birth, was strongly attach1 

the Protestant faith as represented by the creeds and formularil 
the Church of England. 

He was an ardent admirer of Martin Luther, and often compareO 
with John Calvin to the disparagement of the latter. 
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:is body reposes in Evergreen Cemetery, hard by the University 
ch was the theatre of a large part of his active labor. At the head. 
lte grave stands a monumental cross, constructed after the model of 
cross of St. Martin in the Island of Iona. · 

CHAPTER XX. 

~igncttion of Professor Hargro·ve-His Subsequent Career-Abrogat-ion 
if the Mod·ijied " Open System" of Collegiate St,udies-Another Trial of 
1w Eclectic System-Report of Dr. Garland thereon-Resignat-ion of 
Professors Battle and ]}fallet. 

[n July, 1857, Mr. Robert K. Hargrove resigned the professorship of 
Lthematics. During his stay in the University he bad given himself 
the work of his calling with zeal and industry. Endowed by nature 
th au intellect that was . singularly clear and logical, with a special 
adness for the study of the exact Rciences; had he retained his chair 
the University he would have added to the growing reputation of his 

rna rnater. 
Bishop Hargrove was born· in Pickens County, Ala., September 17, 
129. After careful preparation he entered the Sophomore class of the 
niversity in October, 1849, and graduated with high honors in 1852 . 
.fter his career as a teacher in the University he was ·pastor of Metho
ist churches in Columbus, Miss., Mobile, Ala., and other places. Af
~r the War he was for a time president of the Centenary Institute, at 
ummerfield, Ala. From 1868 tq 1873 he was president of the Tennes
ae Female College, at Franklin. In 1.882 he was raised to the dignity 
f bishop in his church. 
Bishop Hargrove, although he is the youngest bishop in his college, 

tas already given remarkable proofs of his adaptability to the work of a 
•ishop. He was the author of an honorable and successful financial 
cheme by which the publishing house of his church was saved from 
>ankruptcy. He originated also the department of women's work in his 
lenomination for church extension and the building of parsonages. 

He was a member of the -commission of his church which succeeded 
n 1878 in establishing fraternal relations between the two great branches 
)f Methodism in the United States. 

The board of trustees 'of the Vanderbilt University have elected him 
to succeed the lamented Bishop McT,yeire. His selection for the head 
of tllis great institution of learning is a· happy one, and he is a fitting 
successor ot the late revered and learned president. · 

The number of students in the collegiate year 1.856-57 was·: Class of 
the fourth year (Seniors), nineteen; class of the third year (Juniors), 
thirty-three; class of the second year (Sophomores), forty seven; class 
of the first year (Freshmen), forty-five; total, one hundred and forty
four. Graduates at the commencement in July, 1857, nineteen. 
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This was the largest number in any year from the beginning 
that date. 

The only matters worth recording for tile collegiate year 1857-~ 
First, an affray on the 4th of June, 1858, among several stud1 

the University, in which one was killed. An investigation by th 
authorities led to the acquittal of the student who fired the fatru 
as it was a clear case of self-defence. This a;fl'air was, nevertl 
damaging to the University, as the greatly diminished number1 
dents during the next two years proved. 

Second, the abrogation by the board of the modified "open SJ 

of collegiate studies, and the restoration of the old classical currit 
The number of students in 1857-58 was: Seniors, twenty; Ju 

thirty-four; Sophomores, thirty.two; Freshmen, twenty-six; toh 
hundred and twelve. Graduates in July, 1858, twenty. 

The collegiate year 1858-59 passed quietly, with no events drn 
ing special notice, except it be the large falling oft' in the num 
students. 

The number of students in 1858-59 was: Seniors, twenty-six; Jrr 
fifteen; Sophomores, thirty -one; Freshmen, eleven; total, eighty 
Graduates in July, twenty-six, the largest number thus far. 

At their meeting in July, 1859, the trustees once more introdn 
radical change in the curriculum of the University. The divisi 
students into four classes, Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and S 

was set aside, and every student seeking admission to the Unin 
was permitted to select such studies as he pleased, on the follrr 
conditions, namely: 

First, that the previous attainments of the student should wru 

his entering upon the studies selected, of which the professon 
head of the department was to be the sole judge so far as his ow' 

partment was concerned. 
Second, that each student should take at least three departm 
Third, that if from any cause whatever it should be found th1 

student had undertaken more than he could successfully accom1 
the Faculty should have the power, at their discretion, to requin 
to discontinue one or more studies for the time. 

~rhe course of instruction was distributed: into eight department 
, 1. The department of moral and mental science. 

2. The department of logic, rhetoric, and or~tory. 
3. The department of Latin. 
4. The department of Greek .. 
5. The department of modern languages. 
6. The department of pure mathematics. 
7. The department of natural philosophy and astronomy. 
8. The department of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology. . 
Each department was divided into three classes, junior, intermeru, 

and senior. Students who completed the studies of tlle junior ani 
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~mediate classes in any department with a grade of not less than 
ty per cent. of the maximum were to receive a diploma of gradua
m from that department, to be.conferred in public, and were to be 
tmbered among the alumni of the University. Students who com
eted the junior and intermediate studies of all the departments with 
grade of not less than fifty per cent. were to receive the degree of 
tchelor of arts. Students who completed the studies of all the classe~ 
the several departments with a grade of scholarship not less than 

~venty-five per cent. were to receive the degree of master of arts. The 
~gree of master of arts in course, which up to this time had been con
rred upon any bachelor of arts of three years' sta~ding, was abol
hed. 
This system of courses ~nd degrees was substantially the eclectic 

rstem established in the University of Virginia by Thomas Jefferson 
the year 1825. The successful operation of this plan in the famous 

irg·inia University for nearly forty years led the authorities of the 
niversity of Alabama to believe that equally good results could be 

ecured by its introduction there. 
But results did not equal expectations. In his annual report to the 

oard in July, 1860, President Garland gives his views of the opera.~ 
on of the new system: "We have now had an experience of twelve 
wnths in the operation of the system adopted by the board of trustees 
1 July, 1859. Its results are satisfactory in some respects, but unsat
~factory in others. 
"In honorable bearing and in polite intercourse with their instruct

rs, the conduct of the students has been more commendable than it 
ormerly was. 
"In morals I perceive no change for the better or worse. They have 

lways had it in their power to indulge in vice, if they were so disposed 
o do; and the greater liberty of the system to which they are now 
ubjected does Iiot seem to have increased the tendency to indulgence. 
"It is in respect to scholarship that the system has worked less sat

sfactorily. In each of the classes there are a few whose scholarship 
s as high as tllat known hitherto in the institution; but t~e scholar
~hip of the majority is below the average attained under the rigid 
~ystem. But I do not consider the result as indicative of a radical 
lefect in the essential features of the 'open system.' 

"While there is no objection to allowing a student to remain at the 
University as long as he pleases, provided he conducts himself with 
propriety, yet respectable attainments ought always to be required in 
order to receive the approbation of the corps of instructors. 

"Drop your standard to any degree you please and there are manv 
students who will drop with it, and wil1 be fired with an ambition n~ 
higher than that of barely coming within the limits of approbation." I 

The system was fairly tried for many years and was finally set aside by 

1 Presidents' Reports to the Board, Vol. I. 



86 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN ALABAMA. 

the present board for the system now in use, a system of .fixed lli 
courses, with liberty of choice to the students between t:O.e cours~ 
not between the studies of the various departments. 

At the end of the academic year two of the professors severed 
connection with the University. Rev. ArchibaJd' J. Battle resign1 

chair of Greek to take the presidency of the Alabama Central F1 

College, an "institution for the training of girls and young ladies,' 
had been recently founded by the Baptist denomination in Alai 
Dr. Battle was subsequently president of Judson Female Instit~ 
Marion, Ala. He has been for many years president of Mercer U 
sity, Macon, Ga. 

By his energy, efficiency, and varied accomplishments he has 1: 
increased the usefulness of the institution over which he presides, 
Battle received in 1872 the degree of doctor of divinity from Hij 
College and from Columbia University, and the same degree fro 
University of Georgia in 1873. 

Dr. John William Mallet gave up the professorship of chem 
mineralogy, and geology to accept the professorship of chemistryi 
l\iedical College of Alabama, at Mobile. Dr. Mallet at the reqn 
the board continued for one ;vear after his resignation to delivt 
usual course of lectures in chemistry in the University. In 18621 
tered the military service of the Confederate States as aide-de-cat 
Maj. Gen. R. E. Rodes. He was afterwards transferred to the or~t 

department of the Confederate service. After the War Dr. Malle! 
more engaged in the business of his calling. He is now the le 

and accomplished professor of chemistry in the University of Vir 
At the commencement in 1860 there were eleven graduates wit 

degree of bachelor of arts. 
The number of students in the University was ninety-five. Of 

there were in the department of ethics, eleven; logic, rhetori~ 

eighty; Greek, eig·hty-six; Latin, eighty-nine; modern lang~ 
thirty-six; mathematics, fifty-nine; natural philosophy, etc., thirtJ 
chemistry, etc., forty. 

In the autumn of 1859 three now professors' houses were ereri, 
the University at a cost of four thousand dollars each; one nea 
observatory, for Mr. George Benagh, professor of natural phi!Oi 
and astronomy and director of the observatory; anotller, nea: 
south-east corner of the college green, for Professor Battle, of thef: 
department; and a third, immediately east of the Lyceum, for Prof 
Wyman, of the department of Latin.1 

1 Of these edifices two yet remain. The :first is now the residence of Col. 
Hardaway, professor of civil engineering, and the second is occupied by Dr.f 
A. Smith, professor of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology. The third, wbii 
long the residence of Dr. B. F. Meek, professor of English literature, was duri 
past year (1888) removed to make room for the new public building called~ 
Hall, and rebuilt on an improved plan immediately east of' the campus. 
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CHAPTER XXl. 

J.ore Houses Erected for Professors-A New College Hall-Important 
Legislative A.ction....:..Jncrease of the University Endowment-Military 
Department Established-Advantages of the New System-Disturbance 
and Depletion of the U niver.yity. by the Military Excitement. 

About this time a new college hall was completed on the east side of 
~he campus, immediately opposite to Franklin College on the west, and 
namldd Madison College. It was of the same dimensions and exterior 
appearance as Franklin College, and was built at a cost of twelve thou
sand dollars. In this building were the halls of the two literary socie
ties of the University, the Erosophic and the Philomathic. These 
halls, with their libraries, containing about five thousand volumes, em
braced nearly the whole of the second story. The third story was 
divided into sleeping apartments for students. The first story was oc
cupied with lecture rooms and the winter chapel, and, during the last 
two years of the Civil War, with the dining-hall of the University. 

At the session of the Legislature of 1859-60 an act was passed, with 
reference to the University, of the utmost importance in several points 
of view. 

First, the endowment fund of the University was increased from two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, the amount which had been arbitra
rily fixed by the act of February 21, 1848, as the sum of the indebted
ness of the State to the University, to three hundred thousand dollars. 

Secondly, the treasurer of the State was required -to calculate the 
interest at the rate of six per cent. per annum on the sum of fifty thou
sand dollars from the 21st day of February, 1848, to the 21st day of 
February, 1860, and pay the sum thus ascertained to the treasurer of 
the University or to any other authorized agent of the University of 
Alabama. 

This act was approved February 23, 1860. Thus, just twelve years 
and two days after the unwarrantable curtailment of the endowment 
fund in 1848, the enlightened and patriotic Legislature of 1859-60 re
stored to the University a large part, at least, ofwhathad been so long 
withheld. 

The third section of tbe act of February 23, 1860, provided that there 
should be established a military department in the University, and that 
the students should be pla~ed under military discipline. 

The fourth section required that the superintendeutl _of the military 
department and all other officers of this department should be com
missioned by the Governor, and constitute a part of the military of. the 
State, and have such rank as the Governor might assign.2 

'The __president of the University. 2 Acts of 1859-60, pp. 25-26~ 
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The introduction of the military regimen into the Universityft 
better government of the students bad~ been for several years a fa 
scheme of the president of the University, and he had advocated: 
the public journals of the State and had urged it upon the attent 
the trustees.1 

In the autumn of 1860 the University exercises were resnmed 1 

the new military system of government and with a most auspi 
beginning. The number of students vas largely increased. Tht 

·dents themselves were greatly pleased with the new mode of g(, 

ment in which they took so large a part. The academic professor.~ 

had been at first unanimously opposed to the introduction of thf 
itary form of government as a doubtful and hazardous exper 
were, in less than one month after the beginning of the term, deli 
with the change. It was seen at once that the new discipline wasp~ 
itself to be admirably adapted for the young men. By the quietud 
good order maintained during the hours of study, it greatly increast 
facilities for study. It promoted the health of the students by deve\i 
their physical powers and furnishing moderate exercise during ap, 
every day . . It elevated character by the encouragement of manl 
and self-control, by restraining from immorality, and securing hab 
industry, regularity, sobriety, and virtue. 

Captain Caleb Ruse, of the United States Army, was detailed b 
Secretary of War to introduce the new sy§tem. He was appoin~ 
the board of trustees commandant of cadets and professor of cht 

try, mineralogy, and geology. Major James T. Murfee, a distingoi 
gra,duate of the Virginia Military Institute, was appointed assii 
commandant and professor of mathematics and civil and military 
neering. 

On the 11th day of January, 1861, Alabama seceded from the{ 
of ·the States, and soon after the Confederate provisional goverm 
was established at Montgomery. 

By . the excitement and preparation for war of the early part of! 
the regular exercises of the University were greatly disturbed. 
large part of the graduating class resigned their places in the Un. 
sity in April and entered the service of the Confederate States. ~ 
the commencement time rolled around, the corps of cadets was gfi 
depleted. :Many had given up their connection with the Universit: 
go into the Confederate Army. The rest had been ordered by the ~ 
ernor to camps of instruction in various parts of the State to serlt 
dri11 masters f()r the newly recruited regiments. 

1 When this action was adopted early in the year 1860 at the earnest request ol 
trustees and of the president of the University, there were few persons in thef 
who dreamed of the long and disastrous war that was destined soon t.o follow. 

Twelve months afterwards the State was in the first throes of a. mighty convuli 
eventuating in a bloody war; but neither the trustees, the officers of the Univer 
nor the Legislature had the prescience, when the measure was proposed and ad~· 
to anticipate the great events so soon to follow. 
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There were no comme~cement exercises in July, 1861. The board 
net at the usual time and conferred the usual degrees upon the students 
Jf the graduating class, most of whom had resigned to go into the 
umy, and upon others pursuing special courses. . 

The number of graduates in 1861 was: Graduates in courses without 
titled degree, thirty-three; with A. B. degree, nineteen; total, fifty
two . . Number of students in University, 1860;...61, one hundred and 
thirty -seven. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

The University during the Civil War-Colonel MurfeeAppointed Comman
dant of Cadets- William L. Boggs Elected Professor of Chemistry
Academic Department Established-Prof. E. R. Dickson Glwsen " Rec
tor"- W. J. Vaughn Elected Professor of Mathematics-Death of Pro· 
jessor Benagh-Federal Troops Appear in Tuscaloosa-The Torch Ap· 
plied to thiJ University Buildings. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the tocsin of war bad closed the doors 
of nearly all the universities and colleges in the South, the regular ex
ercises of this University were resumed in September, 1861. 

The military education furnished by the University was in demand, 
and public sentimeht determined that this institution should not close 
its portals. The work, however, was prosecuted in the midst of great 
difficulties. The number of students was quite large, but most of them 
were boys between the ages of fourteen and seventeen. 

A large number of the more mature left the University in the course 
of the session to enter the Confederate States service. Being well drilled 
and having some training in military science, the most of them obtained 
official positions in the army. 

Colonel Huse, the commandant of cadets, who bad resigned his com
mission in the United States Army at the outbreak of the War and cast 
his fortunes with the newly organized Confederacy, left the University 
at the solicitation of President Davis and went to Europe as confiden
tial agent of the Confederate government, where he remained u,ntil the 
close of the War. He is now the esteemed head-master of a military 
training school for boys, at Cold Spring, N.Y. 

Colonel James T. Murfee was transferred from the chair of mathemat
ics to the commandantship of cadets, and this place be held till the close 
of the War. 

The number of students, 1861-62, was one hundred and fifty-four. 
Graduates without titled degree, twenty-three; graduates with titled 
degree, seven; total, thirty. · 

At the meeting of the board in June, 1862, Mr. William J.J. Boggs, a 
graduate of South Carolina College, who had pursued professional 



90 RI~TORY OF EDUCATION IN ALABAMA. 

studies at the Berlin University for several years before the War, 
elected professor of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology.1 

A~·the beginning of the academic year 1862-63, Prof. Edwar 
Dickson, of Mobile, was appointed by the. Faculty, in accordance 
instructions by the board, rector of the" academic department"o 
University. This academic department was established on accon 
the increasing number of students who were not sufficiently adv3 

to enter any regular class in the University proper. 
Professor Dickson began his work in October, 1862, and contu 

faithfully at his post until the U:1iversity was destroyed by fire, 
years later. He is at the present time the superintendent o( 

public school system of ~obile, for which years of study and n 

tion to his chosen profession have admirably fitted him. 
The salaries of the president and professors were doubled at 

time on account of the depreciation of the Confederate money, the 
~urrency of the country. The preRident's salary was raised to$~ 

per annum, and that of the professors to $4,000. 
"In organizing the corps of cadets this year," Dr. Garland saJ 

his report at the close of the year, " every effort was made to secur! 
stability. The year before cadets could resign their commission 
any time with their parents' approbation. This right has been li 
away, and no cadet has been admitted excepting under a pled! 
honor to enlist for twelve months. This policy has given fixedne; 
the corps, but, nevertheless, I must confess that desertions have t 
place more frequently than I had anticipated. This is to be attri~: 

to the war which is now raging along our entire border. 
"It i~ difficult to suppress the ardor of youth. This ardor has 

greatly stimulated from time to time during the current year by a 
bination of circumstances. Recruiting officers have endeavored s 
times to entice our cadets away under promises of good positions 
speedy promotions. 

" The . general scholarship ·of the corps has been better than th~ 
the last or indeed of any year since the War commenced. Never 
less the interruptions have been serious, growing out of the exciter 
relative to the state of the country. In the last month a relaxati1 
study has been observed in all those who have made up their miofi 
enlist in the army, and many of these have declined, during our e! 
nations, any attempt at performance. These are. evils which ca 
remedied only after the return of peace." 

The trustees, at their regular meeting at the close of the J 

elected William J. Vaughn, who had served the University with a~ 
ity and success for several years as tutor, to the full professorshi 
mathematics. 

1 This amiable and accomplished scholar lived but one year after his election. 
came to the University in the autumn of 1862, and died in the month of August, 
while en a. visit to a kinsman in Dallas County, Ala. 
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The number of student~;; in 1862-63 was two hundred and fifty-six. · 
Graduates without titled degree, ten; graduates with titled . degree, 
two ; total, twelve. 

In July, 1863, shortly after the close of the collegiate year, the Uni· 
versity and the community were called to mourn the sudden death, by 
a, painful accident, of one of its most· highly esteemed professors. The 
eircumstances attending this ·shocking casualty were these: Prof. 
George Benagh, whose residence was not far from the rapids of the 
Black Warrior River known as the" University F;;tlls," had been, some
times in company with other friends, sometimes accompanied only by 
his son, a boy of eleven years, in the habit of taking a bath at the foot 
of the falls; he had never learned to swim, and was now determined to 
learn the art in order that he might teach his only son. By persistent 
efforts he had learned to swim a little, and on the afternoon of the last 
day of his life he went to the river along with his little boy,_and pro
ceeded with his usual practice of swimming. As he seemed to succeed 
beyond his expectations, he attempted to swim across a body of swift 
water .immediately below the falls. Before he had reached the farther 
shore he became exhausted and cried out to his ~on to run for help, as 
he was drowning. Some working-men, who were on the hills above, came 
to tile rescue, but too late. 

His body was recovered half an hour later in shallow water a short 
distance below the spot where he was drowned. · 

Mr. Benagh was a graduate of Randolph-Macon College, in Virginia. 
He had been connected with the University as tutor and professor for 
the period of t·welve years, and at the time of his death was among the 
most eminent and best beloved of its professors. 

In July, 1863, Benjamin F. Meek, a graduate of the University of the 
class of 1854:, was elected assistant professor of Latin and Greek. He 
entered upon his duties in the month of October, and continued his work 
until the fall of the University at the end of the War. 

The academic year of 1863-64 was passed without incident. The num
ber of students was very large, but the larger part of them were lads in 
the academic department. In July, 1864:, for the first time since the 
beginning of hostilities, commencement day was duly celebrated. 
There were three titled graduates, and fourteen were entitled to the 
honor of being enrolled among the alumni of the University as gradu
ates in special departments. The number of students during the year 
was three hundred aiid forty-one. 

We have now reached the most momentous year of the University. 
Two new professors had been added to the academic staff-Prof. Craw
ford H. Toy, a master of arts of the University of Virginia, who was 
elected to the vacant professorship of natural philosophy and as
tronomy, and Prof. Warfield C. Richardson, who was chosen pro
fessor of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology. Both these con tinned in 
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their places until the close of the War and the destruction of the 
versity. 1 

· As the Confederacy neared its fal1, rumors of the near approacl 
the Federal cavalry to Tuscaloosa became evermore numerous and 
citing. 

The·corps of cadets of the University, more than three hundre~ 
number, and constituting a well-organized and well-drilled body of~ 
was called out on several occasions during the eventful times of 
last year of the War. 

It was reported more than once early in the spring of 186~ that bon 
of Federal cavalry were approaching Tuscaloosa for the purpose of. 
strosing the factories and foundries, and of burning theUniversityit& 
The cadets were on the qui vive, and in fact were eager for a fight. 

When the Federal troops at last did reach Tuscaloosa, they cam! 
the night. 

It was known in Tuscaloosa that a formidable force of cavalry, uni 
the command of General J. G. Wilson, had len the Tennessee Rit 
near Florence, and had advanced in several columns southward. ~ 

cotton factory at Scottsville, in an adjoining county, had been destroJ 
by one body of them, which had gone to Elyton, in Jefferson Counq 

The commandant of the post had sent out scouts on every road leadn 
to Tuscaloosa, but-theJ;'e were no signs of any coming Federal troor 
Every avenue was said to be well guarded, yet on that very night-! 
night of the 3d of April-the town of Tuscaloosa was taken by surprii 
A brigade of Federal cavalry, under the command of General Croxta 
of Kentucky, having crossed the Black Warrior River beyond Elytu 
had come down the west side of the river, and about ten o'clock p.1 

reached the bridge over the Warrior at Tuscaloosa before the comma: 
dant. of the post was aware even of their approach. 

The guards at the bridge, few in number, after a weak and ineffectu 
attempt to stay their crossing, retreated, and the Federal cavalry w~ 

at once in command of the city. 
When news of this reached the University the long roll was beate 

and every boy responded to the call. The cadets were marched, unij 
the command of Dr. Garland and Colonel Murfee, in hot haste to il 

1 Professor Toy, after the War, spent several years in the study of the Orien~ 

languages in the best seminaries of Europe. On his return l1e was for several yer 
professor of Hebrew in the Baptist Theological Seminary, at Greenville, S. C. Henf 
fills with.distinguished ability the Hancock professorship of Hebrew and other~ 
entallangnages in Harvard University. Professor Richardson, after teaching fO! 

numberofyearsafterthe War, during apart of which he was acting professorofGra 
in the University, retired froui the profession. and is at the present time enga! 

· in mercantile business in the city of Tuscaloosa. His versatile talent and excelk: 
scholarship have manifested themselves in various directions. Besides his knol 
ability as a student and investigator of the natural sciences, he has written seven 
volumes of verse. One of these-Gaspar, a Romaunt-has been published, andn 
ceived the highest praise from the poet Bryant and other well-known Amerk• 
litterateurs. 
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city. Finding no Federal soldiers in the streets, they marched to the 
top of the long hillside road leading to the bridge. Here a short and 
quick encounter was had with the Federal cavalry. The cadets after 
firing one or two volleys, in which several of the Federal troops were 
killed and more were wounded, were marched back to the University 
in good order. 

The retreat was ordered, be cause from Confederate officers who had 
been captured early in the night and paroled the officers in command 
bad learned that resistance was hopeless. The Federal cavalry num
bered some fourteen hundred. The whole force that could have been 
brought against them did not exceed four hundred. Under these cir
cumstances the cadets were withdrawn, with the loss of a few wounded 
in the affair at the bridge. They came back to the University, and 
after destroying a large quantity of ammunition stored there, they 
reluctantly took up the line of march for Marion. 

On the morning of the 4th of April a body of the Federal cavalry, who 
had been despatched for the purpose, set fire to all the public buildings 
of the University. Before mid-day these were left smouldering heaps of 
ashes. 

The librarian of the University, Professor Delofi're, with the hope of 
changing the purpose of the commanding officer with reference to the 
destruction of the library, led him thither and unlocked the library doors 
and showed him the valuable collection of books. 

" It is a great pity," said the officer, " but my orders are imperative. 
I will save one volume, at any rate, as a memento of this occasion." 
He entered and, seizing a copy of the Koran, withdrew from the build
ing and ordered ~t to be set on fire at once. 

By this conflagration property to the value of more than three hun
dred thousand dollars was hopelessly destroyed. 

Two of the professors' houses caught fire accidentally from the public 
buildings, and were consumed. 

The corps of cadets Wf.'S formally disbanded at Marion a few days 
afterwards. 
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FOURTH PERIOD: A. JJ. 1865_.:1876. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Meeting of the Board of Trustees after the ''Surrender "-All the OJ 
Resign-President Garland Continued in Office-Attempt to Rett 
Work a Failure-ProvisionaL Government in Alabama-Loa-n b~ 
State to the Un-iversity-New lJfode of Appo·inting Tr·ustees-Plm 
Building Adopted-Retirement of JJr. Garland. 

The board of trustees met in Tuscaloosa in the summer after 
destruction of the University. The president and all the officers, 
of instruction and government, sent in their resignations, which, 
accepted, saving only that of Dr. Garland, the president. 

In his report to the board the president of the University laid bcl 
that body a scheme for the resumption of the exercises in October, 11 

It was thought that by using the whole of the basement of the p1 
dent's mansion and the observatory for lecture rooms~ and requi1 
the students to board and lodge for a time with private families, a 
beginning might be made in the work of restoration. As the atte1 
to resume thus early was after all but an experiment, the hoard c~ 

but two professors to serve in connection with Dr. Garland. These'l 
Mr. Wyman, who was to be professor of ancient languages aud En~ 
literature, and the Rev. Robert B. White, D. D., who was to be 
professor of logic and of mental and moral philosophy. Dr. Garb 
was to undertake the chairs of mathematics, physics, and chemistrr. 

Small supplies of chemicals and some chemical and physical a~ 
ratus were purchased. It was duly advertised that the Univel'! 
would open its doors for the admission of students on the first Mon~ 
in October. When the time came but one student presented hirns~ 
son of ex-Governor Thomas H. Watts, of Montgomery. It beeamt 
once evident to the newly elected professors that the attempt to resi, 
academic work in the University of Alabama was premature. A• 
the general wreck and confusion resulting, from the sud-den collapst 
the Southern Confederacy no thought was given by anybody to 
higher education. The two professor·s resigned their places at on~ 

After the fall of the Southern Confederacy, on the 21st of June,l! 
Lewis E. Parsons was appointed by President Johnson provisional~ 
ernor of Alabama. An election was held August 31st for delegat~ 
a convention to make such alterations in the organic law of the Su 

as would make it conform to the new order of things. The convenn 
met on September lOth, and ordered au election for State and coun 

officers and for members of the Legislature to be held in November. 
the meeting of the Legislature, which conveuell on the third Mono 
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in November, 1865, an act was passed providing for a loan of seventy 
thousand dollars to the University of Alabama from the State treasury, 
for the purpose of enabling the trustees'' to rebuild the University and 
provide it with the means of imparting a thorough education." This 
act which was approved February 20, 1866, required that from and 
aft~r the 1st of January, 1870, one-half of the annual interest on the 
University fund should be retained by the treasurer of the State until 
~he whole amount borrowed, with the interest thereon, should be paid. 

At the same session another act was passed to change the mode of 
appointing trustees of the University. This act, which was approved 
February 21, 1866, required that whenever any vacancy shoul.i occur in 
the board of trustees it should be the duty of the Governor to nominate 
to the Senate a suitable person residing in the dh;trict to fill the vacancy, 
and if such person should be confirmed by the Senate he should be the 
trustee for the time prescribed by law. Prior to the passage of this act 
the trustees were elected by the vote of the two houses of the Legisla
ture in joint convention. At this time the following· named gentlemen 
composed the board of trustees : 

First district. Porter King, uf Marion. 
Second district. Francis Bugbee, of Montgomery. 
Third district. William S. Mudd, of Elyton. 

James ·H. Fitts, of Tuscaloosa. 
Robert Jemison, of Tuscaloosa. 
Benjamin, F. Peters, of Fayette C. H. 

Fourth district . .A. M. Gibson, of Huntsville. 
Fifth district. Z. F. Freeman, of Athens. 
Sixth district. Willis G. Clark, of Mobile. 
Seventh district. John T. Foster, of Butler. 
Eighth district. Alfred N. Worthy, of Troy. 
Ninth district. John C. Meadors, of Opelika. 
Tenth district. GeorgeS. Walden, of Talladega. 
Eleventh district. Walter H. Crenshaw, of Greenville. 
Besides these the following were trustees ex officio : His Excellency 

Robert M. Patton, Governor, president of the board; the judges of 
the supreme court, to wit: Abram J. Walker, chief justice; William 
M. Byrd, associate justice; Thomas J. Judge, associate justice; and the 
president of the University, Dr. Landon C. Garland. 

The board convened in the city of Montgomery in June, 1866, and took 
measures for the speedy rebuilding of the University. A plan offered 
by Col. J. T. Murfee, late commandant of the University, was adopted. 
Colonel Murfee was appointed architect and superintendent of grounds 

. and buildings. A building committee, consisting of Messrs. Jemison 
Fitts, and Mudd, was ~ppointed, and instructed to advertise for bids t~ 
construct a part of the new buildings. Mr. James H. Fitts was appointed 
fiscal agent for the University. At this session of the board Dr. Gar
land tendered his resignation of the presidency. He had been continu-
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ously connected with the University for nineteen years. But for the 
astrous circumstances following the War, it is probable that be w 

have remained at the head of the institution for many years longe1 

Dr. Garland was born in Nelson County, Va., on the 21st of Ah 
1810. He graduated at Hampden-Sidney College, Virginia, in 
and was, at the early age of twenty, appointed professor of na1 
sciences in Washington College, Virginia. In 1837 he went to 
dolph-Macon College as tlle successor of Dr. Stephen Olin in the11 

dency of that institution. In 1847 he came to the University of 
bama as _professor of English literature, and in 1848 was transf1 

to the chair of mathematics, natural philosophy, and astronornJ' 
185! he re~:igned his place to take the presidency of the North-Eas! 
South-West .Alabama Railroad. In 1855 he was chosen presidento 
University. .After leaving the University of Alabama, Dr. Gar 
was for many years professor of physics and astronomy in the 
·versity of Mississippi. In 1875 he was elected president of the 
derbilt University, a place which he yet fills with honor to himsel 
to the University over which he presides. 

Of the professors who constituted the Faculty under Dr. Garlar 
the close of the War, only two are still connected with the Univm 
Professors Wyman and Meek. 

The professor of English literature, the Rev. John Wood Prat 
moved, after the return of 'peace, to Brooklyn, N.Y. In 1868 hf 
called to the pastorate of the Presbyterian church at Lexington 
Dr. Pratt removed to Kentucky in 187 4, and was for some years 
dent of Central University, at Richmond, Ky. .After this he 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, in Louisville. Failingb 
induced him to resign a few years ago. He died at his home in 
ington, Ky., in the spring of the past year (1888). 

Prof. William J. Vaughn, of the school of mathematics, afte1 
. ducting a Young Ladies' Seminary at Summe!field, .Ala., a few 
was called to the University again as professor of natural philo1 
and astronomy in 1871, when the University was reorganized 
resigned to go to Tennessee, in 1873, on account of the ill health 

. wife. Professor Vaughn returned to the University in 1879 tota 
chair of mathematics, but remained only a few years. He is no 
professor of mathematics in the Vanderbilt University. 

Mr. Deloffre, who was professor of modern languages, after tea 
many years in Mobile and New Orleans, retired a few years ago 
the vocation on account of the infirmities of age. He died in 188 
Bordeaux, France. 

Colonel Murfee, the commandant, was for many years the ef 
president of Howard College, Marion, Ala. Wilen the college w 
moved to Birmingham, iu 1887, Colouel-Mnrfee established the~ 
.Military Institute, of which he is now the principal. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Contract for a New University Hall-Careful Jllanagement of the Finan
ces-Gratitude Due Two Eminent Oitizens-New Constitution Adopted 
in .Alabama-Arrangements for Reopening the University- 'Ike 1'rtts
tees Replaced by a" Board of Regents "-The Regents D~>clare Null all 
Acts of The Trustees-The Regents 'in Search of a President. 

A contract for building was awarded to Messrs. George M. Figh and 
W. S. Wyman. In January, 1867, the first new hall ou the college 
grounds was begun. This building, which is now known as -Alva Woods 
Hall a.ud constitutes the rear liue of the University quadrangle, is four 
stories in height, with east and west wings of three stories. In this 
building are the lecture-rooms of the schools of mathematics, English, 
Latin, and modern languages, the halls of two of the literary societies, 
the great dining ball of the University, and the offices and rooms of the 
commandant and quartermaster. The second and third stc,ries are ap
propriated mainly to students' apartments. The whole cost of this 
structure was about ninety thousand dollars. The resources of the 
University had been husbanded with such care that only thirty thou
sand dollars of the amount lent by the State was used. The balance was 
never drawn from the State treasury. 

When the contract was let for this new building, in the latter part of 
1866, there was not a dollar either in the treasury of the State or iu 
that of the UnhTersity. For the successful completion of this first 
structure on the campus after the War, the University and the people 
of the State owe a lasting debt of gratitude to two eminent citizens, 
one of whom has gone to his reward; the other still lives to honor the 
alma mater that nourished him. These are Robert M. -Patton, who 
was then Governor, and James H. Fitts, Esq., a banker of Tuscaloosa, 
who was at that time a member of the board of trustees, chairman of 
the building committee, and fiscal agent of the University. The Gover
nor pledged his personal credit and the credit of the State that no con
tractor or other creditor of the University should lose by any default of 
the State to make due payment of all just claims against the Uni
versity. Mr. Fitts, during the eighteen months in which the work was 
going on to completion, used all the resources of his bank to maintain 
at par, in Tuscaloosa, the State certificates of indebtedness, then known 
as "Patton certificates," by which the work of rebuilding was carried 
on. 

Under the reconstruction acts of Congress of March 2 and 23 1867 
' ' a convention assembled in Montgomery on the 5th of November, and 

framed a constitution, which was submitted to the people in February, 
1868; State and county officers were voted for at the s~rne time. T4ere 

879-~o. :?-4 
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were 70,812 votes ca~t for ratification, and 1,005 against. The total 
being less than a majority of all the registered votes as require 
the reconstruction law, tbe constitution was not ratified by the peij 
but it was, by a subsequent act of Congress, declared to be the c01 

tution of a State, and all the State and county officers who h 
ceived a majority of vot.es at the election in February, were decli 
the. legally elected officers, and orders were issued to the militarJ 
thorities of the State to have them duly installed. 

A few weeks before the assembling of the first Legislature under 
new constitution, the trustees of the University, as the new builij 
was nearly finished, convened. in Montgomery and elected a presiij 
and Faculty, and. ordered the business of the U ui versity to be resm 
in October, 1868. At this meeting the presidency was offered to 
Henry Tutwiler, of Greene Springs, Ala.; but as it was not known 
Dr. Tutwiler would accept the place, Mr. Wyman, the newly elet 
professor of Latin, was chosen as alternate president. Dr. Tutw 
declined the place a few days after the adjournment of the l>oaru. 
the adoption of the new constitution of the State the functions o! 
the trustees ceased and determined, and the government of the 
versity was confided to a body styled "the board of education," 
were also a'' board of regents of the State University." 

The board of regents met at Montgomery in July, 1868. The p1 

dent-elect of the University, Mr. Wyman, presented himself, and 
courteously invited to take his seat as a member of the board.1 

report of the president-elect was read, which gave the new governor 
the corporation all needful information touching its affairs; and th1 
port and accounts of the fiscal agent, }fr. Fitts, were presented. 
first act of the board of regents was to declare "null, void, and ol 
e:fl'ect all acts of any body pretending to haYe been, since the seces 

.of Alabama, the board of trustees of the University of Alabama." 
. .. After the adoption of this resolution the president-elect of the 
versity remained with tlw .board only long enough to secure an ex: 
nation and approval of the accounts and vouchers of the fi.scal ag 
Two hours after his withdrawal from the meeting he was officiallyr 
fie<l that he had been unanimously elected president of the Univert 
This honor was promptly declined by Mr. Wyman. 

The place was theu o:fl'ered to Rev. A. S. Lakin {a minister of 
Northern Presbyterian Church), who also declined, and then to I 
Dr. Harper, a clergyman of the Presbyterian Church, who Lappe 
to be sojourning in Montgomery. After considering the o.fl'er for s1 

time, he finally declined it. 
The University was formally opened for the reception of student 

April, 1869, with the following Faculty: Rev. J. De F. Richards, 81 

senator from vVilcox County, professor of natural philosophy and 

1 Under tho new constitution of 1868 the president of tho University was e.q 
a, member of the board. 



THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA. 99 

ronomy, and acting president; John C. Loomis, A. M., professor of 
,ncient languages; Vernon H. Vaughan, A. M., professor of rhetoric 
.nd logic; Rev. W. J. Collins, professor of English literature; N. R. 
)ham bliss, professor of mathematics. 

The students were few in number. A meeting of the regents was 
1eld in Tuscaloosa J nne 25, 1869; but although they remained in ses
don several days, no quorum appears to have been present at any 
;ime. At this meeting the superintendent of education, as ex offio·io 
Jresident of the board, presented a. report in which he announced that 
:he" University had been regularly opened." The number of students 
was so small, thirty being the maximum, and the prospects were so 
tmfavorable for an increase, that he recommended a decrease in the 
teaching force. This was just before the University opened. He also 
reported an unfavorable condition of the finances, and announced "that 
ft juclgment had been obtained against the University for $14,400, in 
round numbers," which h:;td been appealed to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, but the attorneys advised that the amount be paid pend
ing the appeal.l The office of physician and surgeon to the University 
was at this meeting abolished. · 

The board of regents again assembledinMontgomery, August 10,1869, 
and continued in session several days. On the 21st of August,.Prof. 
Cyrus Northrope was elected president, and Professor Richards, then a 
member of the Faculty and acting president, was chosen alternate, to 
provide against a declination by the president-elect. 

The board was again convened at the capitol, December 6, 1869. The 
president reported that Professor Northrope had declined to accept the 
position of president, and it was the duty of the regents to make another 
effort to fill that important office. On December 9th. the board pro
ceeded to ballot for president of the Univocsity, and Professor Lupton 
was reported as elected. A committee was appointed to wait on Mr. 
Lupton and apprise him of his election. The committee soon returned 
and introduced Mr. Lupton t.o the board, "when he made a few remarks 

' ' expressing his gratitude for the confidence shown and his desire to see 
the State University in a flourishing condition." 2 At the same meeting 
the following resolution was adopted : 

''Resolved, That the Legislature now in session be respectfully peti
tioned to provide a suitable building for a University for colored stu
dents." A resolution was also adopted looking to the removal of the 
University from Tuscaloosa and inviting proposals for its location from 
other towns and cities in the State. 

At a meeting held December 29, 1869, it was resolved to reorganize 
the University as follows: (1) Declaring all chairs vacant July 1 1870. 
(2) Providing for electing professors of mathematics, of ancien't la~-

1 ~roceedings of the Board of Education, sitting as a bo~rd of regent& :for the Unt
versJty, August and December~ 1869, pp. 20-23, 

2 Ibid., p. 42, 
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guages, and of English literature. (3) Instructing the presiden~ 
to designate one of the professors to act as commandant until t~ 

· tail of an Army officer could be secured. (4) That the president. 
report in person at the University on January 1, 1870. Under

1 

resolutions Professor Chambliss was chosen professor of mathellll 
David 0. Peck to the chair of ancient languages, and Professor U 
to the chair of English literature. 

It does not appear that Professor Lupton reported for duty ~ 
University January 1, 1870, for in July of that year Hon. vV. R.~ 
was elected president aqd entered at once upon the duties of the I 
General John H. Forney never occupied the chair to which ht 
elected, but his failure to do so was attributed to ill health. Hisi 
was declared vacant in August, 1869. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

Hon. W. R. Bmith, President_..:. Small Attendance of Students-At 
Attempt to Reorganize-Professor .Lupton Elected Chairman of tnt 

ulty-Oollege Exercises Resumed-Another Change in the Presid~ 

Law School Established-End of the Rule of the Regents. 

It was hoped that the election of the Hon. William R. Smith t 
presidency of the University and his acceptance of the trust wouldr· 
favorably to the institi.1tion. He was a gentleman of learnin1 
ability, who had represented the State for several terms in the~ 
of Representatives at Washington, and one of the early students[ 
University, in the time of Dr. Woods.1 According to his report to! 
Joseph Hodgson, then Superintendent of Public Instruction rn 

State, under date of January 25, 1871, it appears that when he: 
charge in July, 1870, only four chairs were filled, as follows: JJ 
Richards, professor of na.tnral sciences and astronomy; N. R. Cill 
liss, professor of mathematics; D. L. Peck, professor of ancien! 
guages; H. S. Whitfield, professor of English literature. 

On the 30th of July Professor Oham bliss resigned; Professor~ 
field was transferred to his chair, and the president assumed them 
of the vacated chair. 

The expenses of the University at this period were-
For president's salary ................................................... $3,1 
For salary of three professors . . . • • • . • . . . . • • • . . • • • . • . • . . . . . • . . • • . . . . . . ... 7,1 
:I!' or contingent expenses ....•....•.......•.•.•.....•...•...•. ~.. . . . . • . .. 1,1 

For carpenter employed.... . • • • • . . . • • • • . . • • • . . . . • • • . . . • • . . . • • • • . . • . • . . . . I 

Total ...........••• _ •.•.•..........••...••••••.• _. _ ..••• _ ......... 12,! 

1 Judge Smith, Dr. J. B. Read, of Tuscaloosa, aud Dr. W. A. Cochran, nowsCUI 
of the board of trustees, are the only living members of the first gradu&tiogr 
llndt'r Dr. Woods. 
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The library-the remnant saved from the conflagration-numbered 
~bout twelve hundred volumes. The cadets reached the meagre num· 
)er of twenty-one, and President Smith did not seem to think the pros· 
i)ect of an early increase very favorable. It was evident from this and 
)ther indications that the institution under existing auspices was not 
:avored by the people of the State. 

In his special report to the Governor in January, 1871, Superintend· 
ent Hodgson, under the heading of The University of Alabama, says: 

''For the past two years this institution has been in a deplorable 
condition. The Superintendent h~s no report as to its operations for 
tlJe past two years, and can :find no record in,_.(;he department as to the 
money which bas been paid out for it or as to the result of its opera
tions, except a communication from Bon. William R. Smith, the presi
dent." 

Judg-e Smith's term as president seems to have been of short duration, 
for in July, 1871, the presidency was tendered to Commodore 1\1· F. 
Maury, with the following officers of instruction and government to 
assist him : William S. \Vyman, professor of Latin; William J. Vaughn, 
professor of natural philosophy and astronomy; Benjamin F. Meek, 
professor of English literature; David L. Peck, professor of mathe· 
matics; Algernon S. Garnet, professor of natural history and surgeon; 
Rev. Telfair Hodgson, professor of moral philosophy; William A. 
Parker, professor of Greek; James G. Griswold, })rofessor of modern 
languages; Nathaniel T. Lupton, professbr of chemistry; Eugene A. 
Smith, professor of geology and mineralogy; George P. Harrison, com
mandant; Benjamin I. Harrison, quartermaster. 

Commodore Maury declined the presidency, and Mr. George P. Har
rison resigned as commandant before the opening of the term. 

The college exercises were resll med ou the last Wednesday in Sep· 
· tember, 1871. 

The Faculty elected Professor Lupton chairman, and thia act was 
· confirmed l.Jy the board in the election of this gentleman to the presi
dency in the following winter. 'rhe number of students during this 
first successful 3'ear of restoration was one hundred and seven. Titled 
graduates at commencement, three. 

In the year 1872-73 the number of students was increased to one 
hundred and thirty-five. 

Professors Hodgson and Grh;wold resigned their professorships. Gen
eral George D. Johnson was elected commandant of cadets. Professor 
Radgson was soon after elected vice-chancellor of the University of 
the South, at Sewanee, Tenn., which distinguished position he yet 
h61ds. . · 

The law department was established, with Henderson M. Somerville 
as professor. Titled graduates in 1873, four. 

Rev. Joshua H. Foster was this year elected professor of moral phi-
10saphy, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Dr. Hodgson, 
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In 1873 General George D. Johnson resigned as commandru 
cadets, and Thomas 0. McCorvey, a recent graduate of the Unive 
was chosen in his place. 

The number of students this year was greatly reduced, not froa 
satisfaction with the management, but on account of the serious~ 
cial embarrassment of the people. It was a year of pecuniary dl& 
throughout the Union. But tbe people of Alabama suffered in : 
tion unexampled misfortune by reason of floods in all the river~ 
the invasion of the army- worm, which destroyed all the crops, 1 

number of students was fifty-three. Titled graduates at comll!t 
ruent, ten . . 

In the summer of 1874-1\ir. Lupton, the president, resigned bis1 
to take the professo:r;ship of chemistry in the Vanderbilt Unive~ 

Duringhis short stay iu the University he bad greatly endeared! 
self to his colleagues by his great industry, his unwearied devotion!f 
interests of the University, his happy and genial spirit, and the: 
mea~ure of success with which be had managed the affairs of the\ 
versity during the trying years of its rehabilitation. In the yeaq 
the University honored him with the degree of doctor of laws. . 

Dr. Lupton was born near Winchester, Va., December 19, 18301; 

graduated at Dickinson College, Pa., in 1849. He was profess~ 

chemistry and ,geology in Randolph-Macon College in 1857 and !1 

In 1859 be came to Alabama as professor of chemistry in Southern! 
verRity, at Greensborough. He remained there until be was invit~ 
the University of Alabama, in 1871. From 1874 to 1884 he was pru 
sor of chemistry in Vanderbilt University. He is now the professu. 
chemistry in the Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical College, ati 
burn. 

The next president of the University was Dr. Carlos G. Smith1l 

was chosen by the board of regents at the regular meeting in J1 
187 4. Dr. Smith was, at the time of his election, master of a flonrisrn 
high school in the city of Huntsville. He had been identified with! 
interests of the higher education of the State for many years. I 
Smit.h came to the University in September, 1874, and entered imiDI 
ately upon the duties of his office. . 
. The number of students 1874-75 was seventy-four. Titled gradui 
at commencement, eleven. 

In 1875 the efficiency of the law department was increased by th11 

tablishment of another professorship therein, the chair of equity Jill. 

prudence, and the Bon. John M. Martin was chosen as tl1e incumb~ 
'.rbis year (1875) was specially memorable as the last of there~ 

of the regents, who came into power under the constitution for ~ 
bama adopted by Congress, and a return to the old system of trus!~ 
modified and improved as experience dictated. 1 

l 
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FIFTH PERIOD: 1875-1888. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

Restoration of the Government of the University to Trustees-Constitution 
of 1875-New Charter Enacted by the Legislature-All .Acts of the" Re
gents" to Expire with the Organization of the !ew Boa'rd-Composition 
of the Board-Its :E~irst Meeting at the University-RetiremeJ~t of P.res·i
dent Smith, and Election of General Gorgas-Failing Healt_h and Early 
Retirement of President Gorgas..-:.Death of General Gorgas. 

A new constitution was adopted by tbe people in November, 1875, 
which completed the rehabilitation of the State. It provided for a 
board of trustees, to be nominated by the Governor and confirmed by 
the Senate, to whom should be committed the general management of 
the University. At the session of the General Assembly in the winter 
of 1876 a new charter, so to speak, was enacted for the University, and 
onder its provisions the following trustees were nominated and con· 
firmed: 

First district, Willis G. Clark, Mobile; Second district, Hillary A. 
Herbert, Montgomery; Tllird district, ~T ohn A. Foster, Clayton; . Fourth 
district., N.H. R. Dawson, Selma; Fifth district, W. C. Mciver, Tuske
gee; Sixth district, Enoch Morgan, Eutaw, and Marion Banks, Tusca
loosa ; Seventh district, James Crook, Jackson ville; Eighth district, 
Edward C. Betts, Huntsville. 

His Excellency George S. Houston, Governor, and Ron. John M. 
McKleroy, Superintendent of Education, were ex officio members of the 
board. The new trustees took the oath of o-ffice and held. their first 
meeting at the University in June, 1876, and organized by electing Ron. 
Marion Banks president pro tempore, and Dr. William A. Cochrane 
secretary. By the wise provisions of the constitution, designating the 
manner of appointment and the term of office of the trustees, per· 
manency of membership in the corporation was secured. The frequent 
changes in the personnel of the governing board bad from the founda
tion of the University been one of the most serious dra'Ybacks to its 
usefulness and efficiency. In the fifty-five years of its history, from 
the year .1821 to the year 1876, the University had l1ad two hundred and 
five trustees. Of the nine trustees appointed in 1876 four still remain· 
in office, having been continuously reappointed after the expiration of 
their respective terms, viz, the Honorables Willis G. Cla.rk, John A. 
Foster, N.H. R. Dawson, and James Crook. Colonel Herbert resigned 
in 1879 to take a seat in Congress, arul in his stead Ron. William S. 
Thorington, of Montgomery, was appointed. In 1884 J ndge Betts re· 
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signed to accept the office of commissioner of agriculture. Hon, 
D. Weeden, of Huntsville, was appointed in his place. 

In 1885 the venerable president pro tempore of the board, M 

Banks, resigned, being at the time of his resignation the oldest! 
graduate of the University. Major Banks died suddenly, a few ru 
after his retirement, while quietly conversing at his fireside, 
frien_d. The Hon. Henry H. Brown, of Tuscaloosa, was appointe 
successor. 

The term of Colonel Mciver expired in 1885, and the Hon. Thorn 
Cory succeeded him. 

Colonel Weeden resigned in 1886 to accept a law professorship! 
University. His successor is the Hon. Robert Barnwell Rhe 
Huntsvilie. In 1886 there died a member of the JJoard who, b 
earnest, careful, and faithful discharge of the duties of his high 
had won unstinted commendation from all the friends of the in 
tion, the Hon. Enoch Morgan, of Eutaw. Colonel Morgan was an 
of Greene County, Ala., and graduated from the University in 
He was elected president pro tempore of the board of trustees in 
of Ron. Marion Banks, and was in office at the time of his death. 
James E. Webb, of Birmingham, was appointed by the Gon 
to succeed him. Under the wise supervision of this stable b 

who have studied thoroughly all the interests of tue Universicy 
who have governed it for over one decade, the institution has rea 
a high condition of usefulness. 

By the terms of the new charter the Legislature abrogated, fro~ 
date of meeting of the new board, all acts relating to the Univ~ 
passed by the board of regents; consequently much care and labor 
required of the trustees at their first meeting. The officers of the 
versity then in service were reelected, and such of the laws andre 
tions as were deemed wise and proper were reenacted. 

The number of students, 1875-76, was one hundred and eleven; 
graduates at commencement, thirteen. The number of stndentsi 
year 1876-77 was one hundred and sixty-four; titled graduates at 
mencement, twenty-nine. 

In 1877 Prof. John 0. Calhoun, the prBsent incumbent, was eleclt 
the chair of Greek in the University. 

In the yea~ 1877-78 the number of students was one bundre~ 
seventy-nine; titled graduates at commencement, thirty. 

In June, 1878, the term of Dr. Carlos G. Smit.h as president& 
University expired. He was not reelected. The presidency was ten~ 
to General Josiah Gorgas, sometime vice-chancellor of the Unive1 
ofthe South, who accepted. the place and removed· to the Univer~1 

the month of September. After leaving the Unh·ersity Dr. Smitn 
for several years president of the Livingston Female College. Be 
for a time connected witll his bro~her-in-law, Dr. Tlltwiler, in tbeu 
agement of the f<u-famed Greene Springs Institute. After thish!l 
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llarge of a flourishing boarding school for boys, at Mountain Honse, in 
.awrence County. 

When General G-orgas came to the Uniyersity at the beginning of his 
erm in the autumn of 1878, by his gentleness, courtesy, his great kind-
1ess of heart, and the interest manifested in the welfare of all under 
&is charge, he speedily won theaft'ection of the whole college body. Dur
ng the first half of the year the business of the University moved o.n 
;vitlwut a jar. In February, 1879~ just at the close of the first term, h1s 
1ealth suddenly gave way. It soon became evident that he would not 
oe able to resume his duties for the remainder of the college year, and 
t!Je Faculty proceeded to elect one of their number to act as president 
until the next meeting of the board. 

Prof. W. S. Wyman, who had been connected with the University 
as tutor and professor for a-long term of years, was chosen. Under his 
careful supervision, with the cordial cooperation of the Faculty, the 
work of the year was brought to a succl3ssful close. 

When the board met in June, 1>379, General Gorgas offered his resig
nation. The board was unwilling to lose his services as long as there 
was hope that his health might be restored. The wisdom of the choice 
of such a man had been justifie1l by the success of the University dur
mg the few short months in which he had guided its fortunes. His good 
service, his clear comprehension of the nteds of the college, his earnest 
piety, his high sense of honor, his zeal for the improvement of every 
department; had inspired a full measure of confidence in his ability to 
administer the affairs of the University successfully. The board there
fore declined to accept his resignation, but adjourned to meet in called 
session in September. 

At this meeting the resignation ofGeneral Gorgas was again tendered, 
and the board, on account of the increasing ill health of the president, 
reluctantly accepted it, and the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted· "In view of the continued illness of General Josiah Gorgas, 
which compels a severance of h~s relations with this board as president 
of the University, we desire to place on record some expression of our 
high appreciation of his character and services, of the rare tact and 
abilit.y which characterized his administration until he was stricken with 
disease, of the great improvement he effected in the order and discipline 
of the cadets, and particularly of the admirable system and method which 
he observed in keeping his books and accounts, and of the clearness 
and correctness of his reports to the board of trustees. 

':He carries with him into retirement our highest esteem·a,nd confi
dence and our earnest wishes that he may soon be restored to health, 
and that many years of happiness and usefulness may yet remain to 
him." 

It was believed that the state of General Gorgas's health · would 
permit him to discharge the duties of librarian, and he was accordingly 
elected to that office. With the assistance of his accomplished wife, he 
hnd charge of the library till the end of the year 1882, when he retired 
from office. · · 
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After a few months of great suffering, which he bore with resi~ 
and even cheerfulness, he died at his residence, near the Universih 
13, 1883. I 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

Biographical Sketch of General Josiah Gorgas-Tribute to his 1l1e1~ 
the Board of Truste11s. 

Josiah Gorgas was a native of Dauphin County, Pa. He wa1 

on the 1st of July, 1818. He was graduated with high rank frm 
United States Military Academy in 1841, and was assigned to th1 
nance Corps of the Army. He was an active participant in the Wru 
Mexico in 1846, and was promoted to the rank of captain in 185~ 
tbe breaking out of the Civil War in 1861 be resigned from the ( 
States Army, and cast his fortunes with his adopted State. D 
the War he was chiefof the ordnance department of the ConfeG 
army. 

After the War he was for ·several years superintendent of the! 
field Iron Works, in Bibb County, Ala. In 1872 he was electedti 
vice-chancellorship of the University of the South, at Sewanee,l 
During his stay there the work of that University was-greatly eul! 

· and brought up to a high degree of efficiency. In 1878 lle was t 
president of the University of Alabama, and afterwards libn 
as already narrated. At the meeting of the board in June, 
after his death, a memorial tribute was adopted and inscribed m 
minutes, which is here given in full, to show the high esteem in u 

he was held by that honorable b~dy: 

"IN MEMORY OF GENER.A.lJ JOSI.A.H GORG.A.S. 

''A few weeks before the assembling of this board a gent)em~ 
distinguished character, of national reputation, of varied attainmt 
known in military and civil life and eminent iu both; a gentleman! 
when stricken with disease, was officially connected with the Univen 
departed this life, and was borne from these classic shades to the~ 
appointed for all the living. 

''Suitable honors were paid his mortal remains. Faculty, stnda 
and a large concourse of citizens reverently and affectionately asst 
at the last s~d rites which committed his dust to the earth to ben 
mingled with the mother of us all. 

'' It is fitting that a minute should be placed on the records of 
board to indicate in some degree our appreciation of his merits a~ 
his valuable services in connection with this institution of learniDi· 

''It is not -necessary to epitomize the career of General J~ 
Gorgas. Whoever luis read the history of the late War between! 
States, or is conv.ers~nt· with the events of those stirring times, k~ 
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bat an important part be bore, and how well he discharged the great 
1cl responsible trust committed to him, and of his valuable services 
hile officially connected with the University; how he brought order 
tt of confusion; how be, almost imperceptibly as to the means em
oyed, but most effectually as to the results, established thorough disci
ine; how, by precept, but more by example, he elevated the standard of 
orals and of true manhood among the cadets ; how earnestly, and 
msistently, and lovingly he devoted himself to his work; . and how, 
hen smitten with disease, he patiently, bravely, and serenely bore the 
ains and privations of his long illness,-all these are in the compass 
four own observation and knowledge. 
"General Gorgas was no ordinary man. It is rare that we find one 

1 whom all the virtues seemed so happily blended. Gentle and amiable 
sa woman, yet on occasion he could be as stern and firm as a Roman. 
"Eminently conscientious in his own conduct, he had large charity 

)r others, and was not ready to distrust or censure without abundant 
ause. Of envy and its kindred passions he seemed to be without 
now ledge. 
" When he accepted a position he gave t9 it all the powers of his 

nind and all the energies of his body. He was diligent in business, 
aitltfnl to every trust, pure in lite, scholarly in attainments, a model 
msband and father, a genial companion, a devoted friend. 

"The world can not but be the better for such a man living in it, and 
tas too few to spare even one such without feeling the loss. 

''Let us hope that the lessons he inculcated, and, more than this, the 
~xcellency of his example while he held the important position of pres
dent of this University, may have so impressed the students under his 
~barge that, though dead, he may still speak and have a noble fruit
tge in the well-ordered lives and good citizenship of many whom he 
caught." 

CHAPTER. XXVIII. 

Ron. Burwell B. Lewis Elected President-Dr. Wyman President pro tem
pore-Enlargement of the School ·of Law-Committee Appointed to 
Devise Ways and Means to Increase the Facilities of the University
The Committee Succeed in their Undertaking. 

After accepting the resignation of General Gorga~, the })residency 
was tendered Dr. Wyman, but he declined. The board then decided 
to call Hon. Burwell B. Lewis from his seat in Uongress to the not less 
important or less honorable position of president of the Univer.sity. 
Colonel Lewis, whose tastes were scholarly, accepted the office; but as 
he was unwilling to retire from Congress before the expiration of his 
term, the trustees gave him leave of absence until that time, and Dr. 
Wyman nonsented to serve as president pro tempore until Oolonel Lewitl 
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should return from Washington. It is needless to remark tn 
duties of the office were discharged with great ability and fidelil. 
the next annual commencement, July, 1880, when Colonel Lewis 1 
upon his duties as president. 

At the meeting of the board in July, 1880, the professorship~ 
stitutional and international law was established, to be filled eJ 

by the president of the University. 
Col. T. U. McCorvey, who had been for some years comman~ 

the cadets, was made at the same time professor of mental and 
philosophy. 

In his annual report to the board, Acting President Wyman 
attention to the rapidly increasing number of students, anfl tot! 
cessity of providing increased accommodations for lodging them. 

The board appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Clark
1 

son, and Mciver, to act in concert with a similar committee of thea 
to devise and mature some plan to secure the necessary funru 
which to add to the University buildings, enlarge its library and 
ratus, and increase its facilities in other directions. The Alumni 
ety appointed a similar committee, with James H. Fitts, Esq.1 

chairman. 
At .the next annual session of the board of trustees the special 

mittee named above reported in favor of making a direct applicat 
the General Assembly for such assistance from the State as wasirr 
tively required. It was shown that the University had a large 
table claim against the State, and it was contended that on a ~ 

presentation of the case to the Legislature a reasonable sum con 
secured. 

The trustees, thinking the exigency justified the effort, approv! 
plan outlined by the committee, and appointed Messrs. Clark, Dm 
and Morgan a special committee to prepare a suitable bill and enm 

to procure its passage a.t the next session of the Legislature. Th1 
tees deemed it unwise to hamper the committee with instruction! 
gave them full discretion and the largest liberty with regard totb! 
important trust confided to them. The Society of the Alumni conn 
the committee appointed by them the previous year, to cooperate· 
the committee of the trustees. · 

At this session of the board the chair of civil engineeringwa 
tablished, and Col. Robert A. Hardaway, M. A., 0. E., then chief 
neer of a railroad in Mexico, was elected to the position. 

About this time Prof. W. J. Vaughn, professor of matbell1 
resigned his place, to accept a similar position in Vanderbilt Ut 
sity, and Thomas W. Palmer, a recent graduate of the Universitr~ 
assistant to Professor Vaughn, was elected full professor of ml 

matics. 
In November, 1882, the joint committee met in Montgomery,at 

once made preparations for the important work in hand. A numl 
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e alumni and other fri~nds of the University in Montgomery at the 
ne were invited to the committee room for conference, and agreed 
>on the main features of the proposed measure. A bill was afterwards 
refully prepared, embodying such provisions as would approximate 
e necessities of the University, and presented in both houses of the 
3gislature. 
The bill proposed a loan of money from the treasury, an~, although 
vorably received by many legislators, few thought it could be passed. 
he committe~, however, pressed the measure with zeal and persistency 
1d were making hopeful progress, when the wheels of legislation 
ere suddenly blocked by the announcement that the treasurer of the 
tate was a defaulter.in a very large amount. · 
Pending the examination of the treasury and the investigation set 

n. foot the committee retired, but a few weeks lat~r returned and pros
:mted their work with renewed vigor. An appropriation had also been 
sked for by the authorities of the Agricultural and Mechanical Col
~ge, and the friends of both measures in the Senate combined them in 
new bill, reducing the &mounts asked by each, but still making a 

lberal appropriatio:n. This bill was finally passed in both houses by a 
11ajority exceeding two-thirds in each house, and became a law. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

Beneficent Effect of the Legislati-ve Grant-The Work of Building 
Commenced-Increased Attendance of Cadets-Memorial Stone Laid 
for the La.rge Public Hall-Gompletwn and Dedication of the New 
Halls___;_Description ol Same. 

In conformity with an arrangement made with the Governor, no 
money was drawn from the State treasury until the interest on the 
State debt, due July 1, 1883, had been paid. Consequently work could 
not be commenced until after that date. Soon afterward, however, the 
appropriation became available as rapidly as was needed. 

The board of trustees at their meeting in July elected a building 
committee, and instructed them to procure plans for builuing and make 
preparations for a vigorous prosecution of tQ.e work. Messrs. W. G. 
Olark, N. H. R. Dawson, and Enoch Morgan were chosen this commit
tee, and lost no time in making preparations for the work. At a Bpecial , 
meeting of the board held at Tuscaloosa November 3, 1883, several 
plans were submitted and considered, and the plan of Col. William 
A. Freret, of New Orleans, since the Supervising Architect of the 
U~ited States Treasury Department, was adopted. This plan com
prised a central building sixty feet front, with a depth of one hundred 
feet, for commencmnent hall, library, and chapel

7 
and two L·shaped 
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wings, the builrlings when completed to form, in connection wn 
old building, a quadrangle, having a large court in the centre. 

As the appropriation was not sufficient to build the three str
111 

proposed, it was determined to build the central hall and one 1 
wings. Ground was broken for the foundation on the 20th of r 
ary, 1884. 

In May, 1884, the memorial stone of the public hall was laid 
imposing ceremonies, in the presence of the trustees, Faculty, Rtu~ 
and a large number of the citizens of Tuscaloosa. His .Excellent 
Governor~ Edward A. O'Neal, president of the board, and Mt 

Clark, Thorington, Dawson, Morgan, Banks, and Crook, of the~ 
of trustees, and Hon. Henry C. Armstrong, Superintendent of~ 
Instruction, ex officio a member of the board, were present. 

During the scholastic year 1881-82 the number of. matriculaWJ 
one hundred and fifty-four, in the year 1882-83 one hundredalllh 
six, and in 1883-84 the number increased to two hundred . .AI 
commencement of 1883-84 the degree of bachelor of arts was cone 
on twenty-two students, the degree of bachelor of engineering one 
and the degree of bachelor of laws on sixteen. 

The following resolution, offered by Hon. James Crook, and ado 
by the Board of Trustees at their meeting in June, 1884, assigru 
propriate names to the halls of the University : 

''Resolved, That the Public Buildings of the University of Alah 
shall be known and named as follows: The rear building, being tile 
now occupied, shall be called Alva Woods Hall, in honor of the 
president of the University· the west wing building, now in procu 
construction, -shall be caneJ Manly Ball, in ·honor of the secondp 
dent of the University; and the corresponding east wing, whem 
built, shall be called Garland Hall, in honor of the third pr~ 
of the University; and the central building, now in process of ere® 
shall be called Clark Hall, to commemorate the distinguished an! 
selfish services of the Ron. Willis G. Ulark, as a member of this 1lo 

and especially his eminent services in procuring the appropriation 
conducting the work for our new- buildings." 

Two of these buildings were completed in time for commencemem 
J nne, 1885, and were dedicated with appropriate ceremonies on thel 
of June. Rev. Dr. Garland, the venerable chancellor of Vandml 
University and former president of the University of Alabama,dl 
ered the oration in the presence of a large and intelligent assembl 
the interesting occasion having drawn to the University a largem 
ber of the alumni and many of the most cultured and promiuentp~ 

·of the State. 
Garland Hall was completed in 1887. 
The following is a description of the new halls: Manly Th 

which now forms the west side oftbe Universityquadrangle,isabni 
ing of three stories, and is constructed of brick, with triwmingsofg 
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uestone. The first story contains the president's office, lecture-ro()mS 
r the schools of law, engineering, Greek, and mathematics. The 
cond and third stories are devoted to students' lodgings. 
Clark Hall, which forms the front of the quadrangle, is a band
~me structure of brick, with trimmings of gray limestone, and is ap
~opria,ted to general academic uses. It is three stories in height. The 
rst story contains the library and reading-rooms and the winter chapel. 
he great public ball of the University occupies the second and third 
;ories. This hall will seat with comfort eight hundred neople, with 
Jcommodations for several hun·dred more in the galleries. 
Garland Hall forms the east siue of the quadrangle, and is the 

ounterpart of Manly Hall on the west. 
The whole. of the lower floor is devoted to the very extensive collec. 

ons owned by the University in geology, botany, conchology, mineral .. 
gy, and zoOlogy. The upper apartments are lodging-rooms for · stu. 
ents. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

~iberal Donation of Lands for the University-Action of the State Legis
lature thereon-Ord-ina.nce of the Board of Trustees-Location of the 
Grant-The Administration of President Lewis-His Untimely Deg,tll, 
-Biographical Sketch. 

By act of Congress approved April 23, 1884, the State of Alabam~ 
vas empowered to locate for the benefit of the University forty-si:r 
housand and eighty acres of the public lands within the State, to b'-' · 
bpplied to the erection of suitable buildings for the University an<} .. o 
he restoration of the library and scientific apparatus, heretofora de
Jtroyed by fire, the surplus, if any; to increase the endowment of th~ Gni-
17ersity. Under authority conferred by this act the Governor ap:[)ointed 
"hree commissioners, A. C. Hargrove, Eugene A. Smith, abd J. B. 
l'rloore, to make selection of said land. The grant was accepted by the 
State, and the further location and management thereof was turned over 
to the trustees by act of the General Assembly approved February 
5, 1885. 

At a meeting of t~e trustees held in June, 1885, an ordinance was 
adopted providing for the care and management of this important trust; 
and for the sale of so _much of said lands as was deemed necessary for 
the present needs of the University. The ordinance provided for the 
election of a land commissioner and a committee of three trustees, to be· 
styled "the committee on the University land grant," said committee 
to be elected annually. To· this committee is intrusted the care and 
sale of these lands, subject to such restrictions as the ordinance imposes 

. . . ' 
or as may from time to time be made by the trustees.1 Messrs. Willi~ 

1 
Report of the Trustees of the University of 4labama to ~he General Assembly, pre• 

seoted December 1~, 1886, pp. 11-12. . 
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G. Clark, James Crook, and Henry H. Brown were elected tl 
committee, and have been continuously in office by reelection eve

1 

Hon. A. C. Hargrove was elected land commissioner and stil 
the office. All of these lands have been located, and nearly all 
selections have been formally approved by the Secretary of tn 

rior. About eleven thousand acres, or about one.fourth of the 
had been sold up to January 1, 1889, realizing a handsome sum, 
has been and is being expended as the act of donation (lirecl! 
average of prices received for said land is largely in excess of1 
pectations Qf the trustees, and encourages the hope that thegn 
eventuate in a munificent endowment for the University. 

During the five years, 1880-85," in wllich Colonel Lewis wa! 
dent of the University the institution enjo;yed uninterrupted pro~ 
The number of students steadily increased, and there was annua~ 
out a large number of graduates in the,different departments. 
• At the beginning of the autumn term, 1885, the University~ 
with a largely increased number of students. The presirlent1 
gaged during the first day of the term in his usual duty of matr 
ing new·students and assigning them to their classes. At them 
of the Faculty in tile afternoon he complained of indisposition, a! 
next day he was too unwell to leave the house. His malady turn 
to be pleurisy, and he was pronounced by the attending physiclm 
dangerously ill. He lingered until the 11th of October, on which! 
departed this life, mourned by his colleagues in the Faculty and I 
students of the University, who loved him for his many noble qn 

of heart and intellect, and by his family and friends. Tile funera 
monies were conducted i:t.1 Clark Hall, from which his remain! 
borne to Evergreen Cemetery, hard by the University. 

Colonel Lewis was a native of Alabama, born July J, 1838,i 
city of Montgomery; he was reared and educated wholly in hls1 
State. His father was a distinguished physician, who died when! 
yet a child. His mother was a daughter of the Bon. Eli Short 
who was for a long time one of the judges of the circuit courtol 
bama. After careful preparation for college he entered the Unlr 
in 1853, and was graduated with honor in 1857. After a seasono 
paratory study in the office of his uncle, Bon. George D. Sllortrl~ 
Montevallo, he was admitted to the bar and had begun the pracl 
his profession when the Civil War began. . 

Mr. Lewis offered his services to the State, and was duringthe1 
captain in the Second Alabama Cavalry Regiment. After the~ 
returned to the practice of the law, at Montevallo. In 1870-72fi, 
resented Shelby County in the Legislature of the State. In 1! 

removed to Tuscaloosa and was engaged in a lucrative practice' 
in 1875, he was nominated for Congress as a Representative frm 
State at large. l'Ie served two terms in Congress, but left then' 
statesmanship in 1880 to take the presidency of the University. 
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In 1879 his alma mater honored him with the degree of doctor of laws. 
He died in the very prime of life. Had he been permitted to live he 

would doubtless have risen to a high rank among the scholars of his 
a,ge. His acquirements were varied and extensive. Unlike many of his 
legal contemporaries, he had not allowed the study of the law to absorb 
the whole of his time and attention. His mind had ranged over a wide 
field of thought and knowledge. He was a diligent reader and.student. 
Possessed of an excellent memory, he rarely forgot anything in his 
studies that seemed worthy of being remembered. Although he was 
fond of literature and was well acquainted with the great masters of 
English style, his inclination led him to severer studies. He was a 
student of psychology and of political philosophy. His lectures to tl;le 
Senior class on political economy, and to the law students- on interna
tional and constitutionallaw, furnished the highest P!90f of his scholarly 
attainments in these abstract sciences . 

.As a man Colonel Lewis was remarkable for his amiability. Although 
there was nothing demonstrative in his manner, there was that some- · 
thing in him which, for want of a better name, bas often been called 
personaJ ma,gnetism, an~ by this he attracted the love and respect of 
all. As be bad lived a Christian life, so he died in perfect peace. 

The committee of the trustees in their report to the General Assembly, 
under the bead of" Presidency of the University," speak thus feelingly 
of the death of Col. Lewis : 

'' On the threshold of the collegiate year of 1885-86 the death ~f 
Hon. Burwell B. Lewis deprived the University of its president and the 
State of an eminent citizen. A graduate of the University, distin
guished for the unblemished purity of his private life and for his 
attainments as a scholar, jurist, aud s-tatesman, he brought to the great 
trust confided to him firmness tempered by mildness, wisdom ripened · 
by experience, and knowledge sanctified to noble and patriotic ends 
by a sincere Christian profession and practice. 

''The steady advance in the usefulness and popularity of the Univer
sity during his administration realized the just expectations of the 
board in his election, and justified the belief that the continuance of his 
life and services would bring that institution to the standard of capacity 
and efficiency demanded by the educational wants of the State, and ac
complish the objects for which it was endowed." 

The students at the University at the time of his death have, by per
mission of the trustees, placed a handsome marble tablet in Clark 
Hall in honor of theirJoved· and lamented preceptor and friend. 

Statistics of the University under Colonel Lewis. 

1880-81. 1881-82. 1882-83. 1883-84. 1884-85. 
---------------1-'----------· ---
Number of studimts 
Graduated with titledd~g~~e~·:::::::::::::::::::· 

879-N o. 3.-----8 

158 
38 

154 
%9 

166 
36 

209 
45 

225 
45 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Successor to President Lewis- Pro tempore Administration oJ 

Wyman-Election of General H. IJ. Clayton-Biennial R£port 1 

Trustees to the General Assembly-Museum of Geology and .N~ 

History-New Chemical Laboratory. 

At a meeting of the board of trustees, soon after the death ofC~ 
J.Jewis, the presidency of the University was again tendereu 
Wyman, whose admirable management of the University durin: 
repeated calls, temporarily, to the position, and whose learning, 
iness methods, sound judgment, and devotion to the interests ofll 
stitution, peculiarly fitted him for that high and responsible office, 
was urged to accept t.he honor, which all considered was his due 

·would be worthily conferred and worthily borne; but his m~ 

equalled h~s ability, and he courteously but firmly declined toa1 
the presidency. 

The board not feeling prepared to elect a permanent presidenl
1 

ther action in the matter was d~ferred until the next amJUal mee1 

Dr. Wyman having consented to discharge the duties of t1e~ 
as president pro tempore until the close of the current scholastic! 
This he did to the satisfaction of all concerned, bringing the bus 
of the Jear to a successful termination. 

The trustees conclude their report to the Legislature for the 
years ending June 15, 1886, as follows: 

"In concluding this review of the work and progress of the Urn 
sity during the last two years, the t,rustees may be pardoued fora! 
ing to the prominent positions of usefulness and honor attained~, 
graduates. 

"In the halls of Congress, in the chambers of the General Assem 
adorning the bench of our judiciary, in the varied walk~ of bmr 
and professional life, and largely in· the ranks of the noble arm. 
teachers, the alumni of this institution are found, serving their~ 
and generation with intelligence, acceptability, and unswerving~ 
tion, repaying many fold the benefits that the State through the 1 

versity has conferred upon them. 
"Especially would we notice the increasing mim ber of graduates\ 

year by year, are devoting themselves to the work of instruction. 
''In our public schools, in our high schools, and State normal scl 

the graduates are found activt:'ly engaged, and several of them prl 
ing students for entrac.0e to the University. 

"The excellence of the preparation of the cadets sent by them 
tests the thoroughness with which they themselves were taught! 
the fidelity and zeal they bring to the important work they have un 
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ken are worthy of high praise and emulation, and are harbingers of 
>od to the future of Alabama." 
At the next meeting of the board, in ,June, 1886, General Henry D. 
layton distinguished in the military annals of the State as an able · 

1d galiant officer, and, after the War, in the civil walks of life as an 
prig·ht and learned jurist and a wise and progressive statesman, was 
ected permanent president. . 
General Clayton accepted the position, and at the beginning of the next 
~ssion entered zealously and diligently upon the important work he 
ad undertaken.1 

1 Since the foregoing pages were put in type the University has again been called 
, mourn the loss of a president by death. This able, zealous, conscientious, and 
hristia.n gentleman departed this life on Sunday morning, October 13th, stricken 
own untimely, in the midst of his useful and honorable career, mourned by the stu• 
ents, faculty, and trustees of the University, and lamented throughout the State. 
Henry DeLamar Clayton, w:hose final and crowning life-work was in the cause of 

lucation as president of the University of Alabama, was born in Pulaski County; 
a., on the seventh day of March, 1827. When he was a mere boy his father moved 
ith his family to what is now Lee County, Ala., where the subject of this sketch 
rew to manhood. In. 1848 he was graduated with honors from Emory and. Henry 
ollege, Virginia, winning the prize medal in oratory for hiR graduating address. In 
1e following year he was admitted to the bar and began ~he practice of law at 

:ufanla. 
Before the Civil War he repeatedly represented Barbour County in the Legislature 

f Alabama, and he was chairman of the military committee in that body at the out
reak of hostilities. He was elected colonel of the First Regiment of Alabama Volun
~ers, Confederate States Army, and at the expiration of its term of service he organ
~ed the Thirty-Ninth Regiment, of which he became colonel. He was successively 
romoted to brigadier-general and major-general, having won the last distinction for 
allantry in the battle of New Hope Church. He was known as one of the foremost 
fighting generals" of the western army. He was several times wounded, and at 

onesborongh had three horses killed under him. His corps commander, Gen; Stephen 
>.Lee, said of him: 11 I have never-.seen the personal gallantry he displayed in the 
attles of Jonesborough and Nashville excelled." 
After the close of the War General Clayton returned to the practice of his profession. 

l year or two later he was elected judge of the third judicial circuit of Alabama, in 
vhich capacity he served continuously until May, 1886, when he resigned. In June of 
he same year he was elected· president and professor of international and constttu..; 
ionallaw in the University of Alabama. He accepted, and in the following Septem
ler he entered upon that noble calling in which the great southern lead,er, General 
~obert E. Lee, had spent his last years-the training of the sons of those whom he 
1ad led iu bat~le for the high duties and responsibilities of American citizenship. 

In as~:~uming the duties of the presidency of the University G_eneral Clayton entered 
m nutried field: but the marked administrative ability that had won for hi~ the 
vreath of a major-general soon made itself manifest in the workings of the iustitu
;ion. With the liberal support of the board of trustees he was enabled ~o place the 
Jniversity fully abreast with the foremost of southern educational institutions in.ma
,erial appointments as well as in the standard of scholarship. It was, however, as a 
;eacher of law that his talents found the most congenial field of effort. His practical. 
~xperience of years on the bench was of inestimable advantage in leading his stu
leuts up the '.'rugged heights of jurisprudence.'' · Although learned in the law and 
3killed as an expositor, it was probably in the exalted standard of professional ethics 
that he constantly held up to his classes th~t he has left his most lasting impression 
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On the 18th of December, 1886, Hon. Enoch Morgan, presio 
tempore of the board of trustees, chairman of the finance comm 
member of the building and other important committees, and 
useful, intelligent, and sagacious member of the boaru, sudde

1 

p~rted .this life at his home in Eutaw, Ala. The following: reso 
were presented at the next meeting of the trustees by a commit 
pointed for that purpose; a day was set apart for their consid1 

and, after brief eulogium by several of the trustees expressiveo 
high appreciation· of the eminent virtues and services of the d~ 
they were unanimously adopted and ordered to be engrossed m 
moria! page of the minutes of the board: 

Whereas, It has pleased God to remove from the scene of his usefulness ourb 
ciate and friend, the Hon. Enoch Morgan, the president of this Board, who~ 
this life on the 18th day of December, 1886; a.nd 

Whereas, His long service as a trustee of the University deserves there~ 
that his worth as a citizen, his distinction as a man, and his excellence ln 
relations of life, demand: Therefore, 

Be it Resolved, That in his death the State bas lost one of its foremost1 
society one of its most useful members, and this Board one who was conspiCI 
his wise judgment in the management of the affairs of this U~;~.iversity, and1 
filled, by the distinction which he attained in later life, the early promises! 
the schools of his alrna matm·. 

Resolt,ed, That the members of this Board, being deeply sensible of thegn 
they have sustained in the death of a colleague who was a faithful friend a1 

counsellor, desire to express their heartfelt sympathy with his widow in her I 
ment, and to assure her that the virtues of her deceased husband will everl 
by them in affectionate remembrance. 

Mr. Morgan graduated in 1849 with the highest honors of hi! 
He was a sound and able lawyer, and among the most prominM 
of the State. He died s~ddenly in the midst of his usefulness, a~ 
universally lamented. He was genial and warm hearted, st~ 
his friendships, and loyal in his love and devotion to his alma1 
He was chairman of the finance committee of the board, and allll 

of the building committee. His knowledge of and familiarity wit 

finances of the institution, and his wise and conservative view! 

strong common sense, rendered his services invaluable to his coil~ 
Mr. Willis G. Clark, of Mobile, was elected president pro tem~ 

succeed Mr. Morgan. 
In their Biennial Report submitted to the General Assemoli 

---------------------------------- ~ 
upon the minds and characters of those who were fortunate enough to enjorl 
struction. 

In 1850 General Clayton was married to Mi~:~s Victoria V. Huuter, a dan~ 
General John A. Hunter, and a sister of Mrs. James L. Pugh, wife of Senat~! 
Mrs. Clayton, with a family of eleven children-seven sons and four daugb!lil 
vives her husband. One of the sons is the Honorable Henry D. Clayton, of~ 
a young lawyer of distinction and a member of the National DemocraticEIJ 
Committee. Another son, Mr. Bertram T. Clayton, of Brooklyn, N.Y., wasgJ 
from the United States Military Academy, at West Point, in June, 1886, 1 

commissioned as a lieutenant in the Eleventh Regiment of United Statesl~ 
but he subsequently resigned to engage in manufacturing in the city of his an~ 
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mber 12, 1888, the trustees give a summary of the work of the Univer-
ty for the two years ending June 15, 1888. They say : . 
" The academic department, under the wise direction of the president 

1d Faculty, has continued to prosper. The cadets have made commend
)le progress in their studies, the grade of scholarship has been ad
meed, the examinations of students become more thorough, and it is 
1e purpose. of the trustees to continue this advancement as the im
roved methods and more intelligent and faithful instruction in the 
reparatory schools will from time to time permit. As these schools 
re being taught in increasing numbers by graduates of the University 
ie may reasonably hope that in the near future the number of well
repared students will largely increase, and the grade of scholarship of 
1e University may be still further advanced. 
''The number of matriculates in the University was two hundred and 

welve for the scholastic year of 1886-87, and two hundred and thirty
igltt for the yearr of 1887-88. Of the graduates of this period fifty-five 
ecei ved the degree of bachelor of arts, thirteen the degree of bachelor 
f engineers, four the degree of bachelor of mining engineers, three the 
egree of master of civil engineering, and thirty-six the degree of bach
lor of law." 
The finances of the University, as appears from the official report 

eferred to above, are in a healthy condition: 
'he receipts from ordinary sources for the fiscal year ending June 16, 
1888, were ......... ~ •.. · ...•......•............•...•.•• : . . . . . • . . • . . • • • $59, 444. 54 

'he ordinary expenditures for the same· period were....... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 57,721.49 
~he receipts of the building fund the last :fiscal year (transferred from 
the land fund account) were ..••••.............................•....• 58,554.59 

~xpenditures on account of buildings ....•..•.••.....•..••• - •.•• --. . . • • 52, 563.70 
~ecei pts from sale oflands, in cash ................•.. ~ .• -.. . . . • . . . • • . . . 71, 181. 55 
~eceipts from bills receivable...... . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . 13, 508. 91 
Phis fund showed a cash balance in hand June 16, 1888, of.............. 14,769.74 

The improvements made during the period embraced in the last re
Jort of the trustees are varied, valuable, and important. They comprise 
jhe finishing ·and furnishing of Garland Hall (referred to in Chapter 
KXIX); repairing and repainting Alva Woods Hall; the construction 
Jf a complete system of water works, by means of which water is con
veyed from a spring to tanks in the attics of the main buildings, and 
thence by pipes with hose attachments to every floor, with a .sufficiency 
of hose to reach every room, and fire-plugs so arranged as to protect 
the exterior of t.hese buildings; an improved system of closets, bath
rooms, etc., including thorough drainage therefrom and of all tbe build
ings and the grounds; a handsome and substantial iron fence in front 
of the ca~pus; a complete and commodious laundry, fully equipped with 
the most improved machinery; an Edison incandescent electric-light 
plant with four hundred lights; a fire-proof vault, located in a separate 
building, large and commodious and securely built, in which valuable 
papers, receipts, etc., are kept; three new, handsome, and commodious 
dwelling-houses for professors; a new chemical laboratory, constructed · 
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after the most approved plans, fitted up in the best manner, 81 

nished with the newest and most approved apparatus to be obtai 
this country and Europe; and considerable and valuable improv1 

in and additions to the general and law libraries. 

THE GEOLOGICAL MUSEUM. 

The large and valuable collection of specimens in geology andn 
history belonging to the University, the accumulation of many 
has, for the first time, been given fitting habitation. The firstl 
Garland Hall is mainly devoted to the museum. It was fittedn 
arranged under the personal supervision of the accomplished pro 

of geology, also State geologist, whose great industry, informatia 
skill in arrangement were brought into active requisition. The

1 

of the trustees to the Legislature thus describes the museum: 
"The ground :floor front of Garland Hall, consisting of two com 

eating rooms, one hundred feet by twenty, and twenty-five byt1 
bas been set apart for the reception and display of the geologi~ 
natural history collections. Thi~ room is furnished with wal 
centre cases of yellow pine with walnut trimmings. The cases an 
vided with the Jenks museum locks and adjustable shelf brackel1 
have been constructed with every precaution to exclude dust, 
wall cases, about eighty running feet, hold: 

"First. A collection ot the fish of Mobile Bay, got togethed) 
Charles Mohr, of Mobile. The specimens are preserved in alco~ 

suitable jars. 
"Second. A collection of recent marine shells, obtained fron 

Smithsonian Institution and from various other sources. 
'"Third. A general geological collection of some six thousand! 

mens, arranged according to the geological formations. The b! 
this collection is made by the specimens brought together by the! 
geological survey under Professor Tuomey and Dr. Smith, but1 
additions have been made to it by purchase and exchange, andoo 
being particularly full as regards Alabama geology, it is fairly! 
sentative of the geology of other parts of the United States, au 
of Europe. The collections of the State geological survey arel 
from year to year. 

"Fourth. A collection of the ·native woods of Alabama, abonl 
hundred and twenty-five species, each specimen in book for1W 
botanical name stamped in gilt upon red leather labels. This~ 
tion was made by Dr. Charles Mohr, under the auspices of the! 
geological survey. 

"Occupying the centre of the rooms are several show-cases co~ 
ing various collections, as follows: 

''First. A general collection of minerals, about one thousan~ 
hundred specimens, arranged according to the. system of Dan~ 
pla.yed in three slope-top show-cases on handsome tables, all constrl 
after the models of the United States National Museum, The8!1 
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ral specimens, as well as the various geological specimens, are mounted 
1 strong cloth-lined card-board trays, with bevelled front, also con
tructed after the patterns of the United. States Museum. These trays 
rere made in Mobile, are of equal excellence as tJle specimens from the 
lmithsonian, and cost much less than the Smithsonian authorities paid 
or their trays or than they could be reproduced for at the North. 

"Second. An octagonal ca~;;e, in centre of the corner room, holds a col
ection of the iron ores, coals, clays, marbles, and building stones, gold 
•res, manganese ores, and other mineral products of the State. 

"Third. Three upright show-cases, containing a full and typical col
ectiou of the Alabama tertiary shell~, about seven hundred specimens. 
rhis collection is probably the most complete of its kind in existence, 
tnd em braces many new forms not to be found in any other museum. 
'~Fourth. A collection of Indian relics from various parts of the State, 

ncluding many handsomely decorated vases, engraved or etched stone 
li~cs, etc., obtained from the well-known locality at Carthage, in Ala
oama, and presented to the University by E. N.C. Snow and Prof. 
Eugene A. Smith. Besides these articles there are also many specimens of 
pottery, stone axes, celts, spear points, beads, etc., presented by friends 
of the University. A large steatite bowl, dredged from the Tombigbee 
River by Major Abbott, and presented by him, is worthy o:( special 
mention. It has been copied in plaster by the Smithsonian Institution. 

''Fifth. A collection of the beautiful fossil :fish from Wyoming, and 
of the fossil bird tracks from the Connecticut Valley. These are in a 
case with dr·awers. 

" Sixth. A collection of the fresh water mollusks of Alabama, made 
principally by Dr.- Eugene A. Smith and named by Dr. Lewis, of New 
York. This collection is supplemented by a number of specimens pre
sented by Mr. T. H. Aldrich, of Blncton, to whom the University is also 
indebted for a fine collection of the tertiary shells from Caloosahatchie 
River, in Florida. 

''In the second room there are two drawer cases, with sloping-top. 
show-cases, containing duplicates of the tertiary shells and of the AHt
bama coal plants. 

"Adjoining the museum rooms is a large room for the geological lect
ure avd recitation room, furnished with wall cases on three sides. 
These cases hold the collections used for teaching and practice; in all 
about two thousand specimens . 
. ".Still another room, adjoining th~ recitation room, is used as a pr~

hmma:y store-room for the collections made from year to year by the 
geological survey, and is now :filled with specimens which more than 
outnumber those displayed In the cabinets above described. As yet 
most of this material is unelassifi.ed, and from want of space remains in 
the boxes in which it was originally sent. 

"In addition to the .geological and other collections above described 
the cabmet possesses a very complete herbarium, containing dried speci~ 
mens of nearly all the phenogamous plants and mosses growing with-
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out cultivation in Alabama. These plants were collected by Dr. c~ 
Mohr and Dr. Eugene A. Smith during many years of field work, 
two collections were united and have been carefully worked over

11 

erly poised, and mounted by Dr. Mohr, and the combined coll1 
forms by far the most complete herbarium of Alabama plants in1 

ence. A preliminary list of the plants in this collection was pubi 
some years ago, but since that time the number of specimens baa 
nearly doubled. A new list is in course of preparation and will be 

lished as soon as finished. A valuable collection, consisting of 1 

mos~es, liverworts, fungi, and lichens, was presented some ~·ears~ 
the University cabinet by Judge_ T. M. Peters of Moulton, AliL 
supplements the herbarium above mentioned, since it contains mt 

the classes of plants not included in the other. · 
~' The collection has also been recently enriched by a donation 

Dr. E. R. Showalter, of Point Clear, Ala. This donation contaiij 
pllcates of Dr. Showalter's fine and well known collection of ter 

shells. 
" A handsome collection of Arizona copper ores, including 1 

chites, cuprites, and azurites, was presented to the cabinet last y& 
Mr. J. L. White." 

'l'HE CHEMICAL LABORATORY. 

This building, recently erected, is so designed as to permit adur 
hereafter, should occasion adse, without marring the arcllitectu!t 
sign. In accordance with a resolution of the board of trustees the1 
of Tuomey Hall has been given to it, in recognition of the distingn~ 
services of Professor Tuomey. As at preserit arranged it consist! 
two-story part forty by seventy feet, and a one-story part th~ 
seventy feet. In the two-story part are, upon the lower floor, a1 
room and balance-room and office for t~e geological survey, a roo1 
assaying, a· room for the assistant in chemistry and for adv' 
students, and a store-room for apparatus to be supplied to stn~i 
Upon the second :floor are the lecture-room; the preparation·room 
private laboratory of the professor, a store-room and dark-room 
photographic work, and a room for balances and library. The 
story part is intended as a general laboratory for the students, anl 
one large roolll, twenty-seven by sixty-eight feet im~ide, and a sm: 
room for balances. The general laboratory is provided with ten! 
tables, intended to accommodate each four students, and, iu fru 

the windows, with places for twelve more. Between the windofi 
twelve· draught closets, connected with :flues for carrying Gff dis!! 
~ble or poisonous gases. The work tables are of modern design, 
are made after the plan of the tables in the new laboratory of Proft 

Hofmann, in Berlin. At each end of the students' laboratory a~ 
boilers for beating, supplying distilled water, etc. A large fin~ 
Openings Ill the ceiling provide for the general ventilation of 

room. This and the other rooms are supplied with burning ga! 
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water, and are furnished with the tables, shelves, apparatus, an. 
eral fittings necessary for all present needs, and in all its arran~ 
and equipments the laboratory is fully abreast with the times an~ 
to the best in the country. The following description of the~ 
room is· from the report of the trustees to the Legislature : 

"The lecture-room is a large room, thirty-seven feet squan. 
raised platforms for the seats. Against the walls on thrPe sid~ 
occupying the ,spaces between the windows, are handsome gla&. 
for the reception and display of apparatus and of the collectiom 
trating technical chemistry. At the end of this room nearei 
entrance is the lecture table, sixteen feet long, furnished witl 
and water pipes, jet pumps for vacuum and blast, and tron~ 

water and mercury. The water trough is lead lined aud has as~ 
tending nearly the whole length of the table, thus allowing ~· 

eontaining the gases used in the experiments to be brought ill 
in front of the lecturer, instead of on one side, as is usually th1 
At the other end is a smaller trough, fitted up for experimenh 
mercury. 

"Both the water and mercury troughs extend forward frorr 
front of the lecture-table, for-ming bay-window-like projection~ 

plate-glass sides and fronts, which permit all that goes ou to be~· 
seen by the class. 

'' Besides a porcelain wash-bowl, with faucet. at each end, the 
is provided with a waste-pipe, near the centre, to carry off the 
used in cooling condensers, etc. A pipe for downward draught 
from near the entrance of the table to a chimney-flue back of thet 
in which a good draught is secured by means of a gas-jet fixed inth1 
Over the lecture-table is a hood, of handsome design, which serr 
ventilate, thoroughly, the lecture-table space and to carry off acin. 
eorrosive fumes. From this hood a glazed case, with flue counterp 
so as to move easily in either direction, may be drawn down up01 
lecture: table and used for all experiments in which poisonous ora 
wise specially disagreeable gases are . given off. ·The case, when 
the table, stands over the downward draught pipe, and this1 to~ 
with the upward-leading flue, prevents the escape of any of the ft 
into the lecture-room. When not in use the case is pushed up inw 
eeiling of the large hood, and, being open at the base, forms af01 
like extract. flue for the ventilation of the table space. Against 
wall, back of the lecture-table, are two sliding black-boards, each 
by eight feet, giving an area of sixty-four square feet for figures, 
gra.ms, etc. On each side of this black-board is a case of shelvei 
re-agents, finished up in the same style as the glazed cases, but lac\ 
the doors. Two other large black-boards, against the walls, are ~ 
by students in recitation. All the cases, the lecture-table, and ~ 

_furniture of this room are of yellow pine, finished in hard oil, aa. 
the very best workmanship." 
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CIIAPTER XXXII. 

Organization and General Information. 

There are now two general departments of instruction: 
I. An academic department. 
II. A department of professional education. 

In the academic department are the following schools: (1) & 
of the Latin language and literature; (2) school of the Greek lan~ 
and literature; (3) school of the English language and literature: 
school of modern languages; (5) school of chemistry; (6) sch~ 
geology and natural history; (7) school of natural philosoph/ 
astronomy; (8) school of mathematics; (9) school of philosophy 
history; (10) school of engineering. Candidates for admission t~ 

Freshman class must be at least sixteen years of age, aud have i 
preparation as will enable them to pursue with advantage the co 
of study they may select. 

There are four undergraduate courses of study : (1) 'I' be cia& 
course; (2) the scientific course; (3) the civil engineering course 
the mining engineering course. The first two lead to the degr& 
bachelor of arts, the third t.Q_.Jhe degree of bachelor of engineering, 
the fourth to the degree of bachelor of mining engineering. 

Students who are unable or who do not wish to complete all 
studies of either of the regular courses are allowed to select a oo. 

of study on certain conditions, and upon the completion of such co: 
are entitled to a diploma of graduation in the schools selected, ana 
enrolled as alumni of the University. Students who have receiv~ 

-degree of bachelor of arts may attain the degree of master of ar!1 
remaining one year longer at the University and pursuing advan 
studies in at least three of the academic schools of the Unim 
Bachelors of civil or mining engineering can attain the degree of r 
or mining engineers by pursuing advanced studies in their respeti 
courses one year longer. All matriculates in the courses mentio: 
become members of the Alabama Corps of Cadet8, subject to mlliJ, 
discipline, and are required to reside in the University balls. 

In the department of professional education there are three scb~ 
(1) The school of international and constitutional law; (2) the scl 
of common and statute law ; (3) the school of equity jurisprudet 
The students of this department are not permitted to reside in thef 
versity halls, but are subjected to the same discipline, the military!r. 
ures excepted, as the academic students. The law course cover: 
period of two years, but a student may enter such advanced cia&\ 
his acquirements on entering may justify. 'fhe degree of bachelor 
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aws is only conferred after the applicant has · sustained a satisfactory 
written examination in all the studies of the conrse in presence of the 
Faculty of the University. 

The Rules of Practice of the Supreme Court of Alabama authorize 
the graduates of this department to practise in all the courts of the 
State on simple motion, without examination. 
Th~ course of instruction in the military department of the Univer

sity embraces .: (1) Military art and SIJience; (2) military law ; (3) ele
meu tarv tactics. 

The ~cademic year is divided into three terms. Besides the daily 
examinations in the .lecture-rooms there are two general examinations 
of each class held each year. 

There are three literary societies connected with the University,-the 
Erosopbic, the Philomathic, and the Pethonian, to each of which suitable 
rooms have been set apart and handsomely furnished by the trustees. 
These societies are considered, through their debates and literary exer
cises, of great advantage to the University, both in the individual ben
efit to the members and in the good influence they exert. Therefore 
every encouragement is given them by the Faculty and trustees. Each 
of these societies holds an annual celebration in the month of Apri1, at 
which an oration is pronounced and a subject discussed. The Monday 
morning of each commencement week they hold an ·~inter-society de
bate" in Commencement Hall, which is always interesting and well 
attended. 

The Society of the Alumni of the University holds its annual meet
ing on Tuesday of commencement week. '.rhese reunions are looked 
forward to with much interest. An oration is always delivered at each 
meeting, and last season a handsome banquet was given. The success 
of the entertainment led to the determination to make the banquet 
a feature of each annual gathering of the alumni. 

"The society at its meeting in June, 1885, resolved to establish a fund 
for the assistance of meritorious students ifi narrow circumstances, who 
are seeking the benefits of a thorough education at the University. It 
is the purpose of the society to lend the income of the fund to students 
who may need pecuniary assistance during their residence in the Uni
versity. A considerable amount bas already been contributed to this 
f~nd, but there will be no income available for loans before the begin
mug of the fiscal year of the University, J 'uly 1, 1889. ' The manage
ment of this fund is confided to a board of trust appointed annually by 
the society. All contributions to the fund are to be invested bv the 
board of trust in Alabama State bonds, under the general Ruper;ision 
of ~he society. It is confidently expected that every graduate of the 
Umversity will contribute liberally to this fund. Former students of 
the University and all other friends of education in the State are like
wise invited to contribute." 
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FEES AND CHARGES. 

At their annual meeting in June, 1887, the trustees abolishe 
charges for tuition fees to students from the State of .Alabama. 

This action reduces the annual charges to Alabama students to 

hundred and fifty-six dollars, payable as follows: Fifty-five dollan 
forty cents at beginning of first term, fifty dollars and thirty cem 
beginning of second term, and fifty dollars and thirty cents at begi~ 
of third term. Besides these regular charges, a contingent or dat 
fee of five dollars must be deposited at the beginning of each coli~ 
year, which is returned at commencement, or such part thereofas 
not been expended for damages done to University property by tb 
positor. Small fees are also required of laboratory students to pa 
gas and other material consumed by them in their work. 

The board of trustees is now constituted as follows: His Excell 
Thomas Sea.y, Governor of Alabama, ex-officio president; Solo 
Palmer, State Superintendent of Education, ex-officio member; 
district, Willis G. Clark, Mobile; second district, William S. Thm 
ton, Montgomery; third district, John A. Foster, Clayton; fourth diBt. 
N. H. R. Dawson, Selma; fifth district, Thomas D. Cor.r, Mulb!1 
sixth district, James E. Webb, Birmingham; sixth district, Hem1 
Brown, Birmingham; seventh district, James Orook, Jacksonn 
eighth district, R. Barnwell Rhett, Huntsville. 

Officers: Willis G. Clark, president pro tempore; William A. C 

rane, secretary; James H. Fitts, treasurer; A. C. Hargrove, landt1 
missioner. 

Officers of instruction and government: Henry D. Clayton, 11 
president and professor of international and constitutional law; Willi 
S. Wyman, LL.D., professor of the Latin language and literature; I 
jam in F. Meek, LL.D., professor of the English language amlliterak 
William A. Parker, LL. D., professor of modern languages; Eugent 
Smith, Ph.D., professor of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology, and& 
geologist; Henderson M. Somerville, LL.D., lecturer on statute and5 
mon law; Joshua H. Foster, D. D., professor of natural philosopby1 
astronomy; Thomas C. McCorvey, A.M., professor of mental and Jill 

philosophy and political economy; John C. Calhoun, M.A., profei 
of the Greek language and literature and instructor in Spanish; Rot 
A. Hardaway, A. M., C. E., professor of civil engineering; Thorn&~ ' 
Palmer, M. A., professor of mathematics ; A. C. Hargrove, A. M.,r 
fessor o( equity jurisprudence; John M. Francis, A. B., instruct~ 
chemistry; James J. Mayfield, Jr., A. B., instructor in physics; WiW 
B. Saffold, A. B., instructor in mathematics; Reuben M. Searcy, A. 
instructor in chemistry; Ormond Somervi \le, A. B., instructor in b 
and English; Martin D. Sibert, instructor in drawing; John J. Hall 
A. M;, quartermaster and commissary; David L. Foster, A. :M., M. l 
surgeon; Amelia G. Gorgas, librarian; James Courtney Hixson,~ 
mandant of cadets; Edward Boist Anderson, adjutant. 
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WORK IN PROGR.F.SS. 

The board of trustees at their last annual meeting, in Jun~ 
·directed the building committee to ·eregt a building for use as a 

ical laboratory; similar in dimensions and style to the chemicall 
·tory, and to thoroughly furnish the same with the best apparatn: 
procured, with an annex for a gymnasium, and to erect two add 
·dwelling-house~ on a plan similar to those constructed the pr 

_year. These buildings were soon put under contract and are nor 
pleted. The dwellings are already in use, and the physicallaoo 
and gymnasium are nearly ready to reeeive the furniture and ap~ 
designed for them. 

4-t . a recent meeting of the board of trustees the following 
-ti~n was adopted : 

''Be it 'resolved, That the ne~ly-erected chemicallaboratorybu 
·be known and designated as Tuomey Hall, and the phy sicallaoo 
ibe known and designated as Barnard Hall, in recognition of tn, 

.distinguished services rendered by Michael Tuomey and F . .AJ 
:nard as professors in this University." 

The board also made a handsome appropriation to incr~ase th! 
Ty, which is being judiciously expended under the wise and pn 
;Supervision of President Clayton. With the increase thus pro~ij 
the library will soon contain more than ten thousand volumes, 
.sive of pamphlets and other unbound matter . 

. It is the purpose of the board still further. to enlarge the capan 
-of this University, and to_furnish all the means and appliances m 
to place it in the first rank of educational institutions in the Sou~ 

In concluding this review of the University of Alabama fromi~ 
session, in 1831, to the beginning of the year 1889, embracin~ 
riod of nearly three score years, the writer may adopt the Iangn1 
·the committee of trustees in closing their last report to the Genen 
·sembly of Alabama: "The friends of the University, and alladv1 
of the higher education in the State, will rejoice at the evidence! 
given of the recent rapid but substantial growth of this venera! 
stitution of learning, which, commencing its life almost with tni 

-of the State, and after passing literally through the fire, and e~ 
·tering many dangers and disasters, is at last on the high road to 

wrosperity and usefulness. 'Esto perpetua.'" 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

'ERSONAL REMINISCENCES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALA· 
BAMA, BY HON. JAMES E. SAUNDERS. 

)rigin of the University of Alabama-Recollections of Pres·idents Woods, 
Manly, and Garland-Sketch of the Life of Professor Barnard-His 
Early Years-Elected Professor of J.lfathematics-Oontroversy with Gov
ernor Collier-H·is Eminent Services-Galled to the University of 1tlis
sissippi-Elected President of Columbia College-Tribute by Whitt~er to 
President Barnard. 

(The following sketch was prepared by the Hon. James E. Saunders, 
)f Courtlantl, Ala., by request of the Commissioner of Education. 

This gentleman was born in Brunswick County, Va., May 7, Us06, but 
while still a child his father moved to Williamson County, Tepn., and 
1fterwards to Lawrence County, Ala. He completed his education at 
~he University of Georgia, then under the presidency of Dr. Moses 
Waddel, in whose celebrated school at Willington, in South Carolina, 
go many young men of that State and of Georgia were educated. 

After his graduation, Colonel Saunders entered upon the study of 
law. He began the practice in North Alabama in 1826, and soon at
tained a leading position as a jurist and advocate. 

In 1840 he was elected to the lower house of the General Assembly 
of the State, and was the acknowledged leader of his party in that body. 
H~ was a ready speaker, strong in debate, graceful in manner, eloquent 
in speech, and these attributes, together with his services as chairman 
of the judiciary committee, gave him great distinction throughout the 
State. . 

Upon the election of his friend, Mr. Polk, to the Presidency, he was 
made collector of customs at Mol:>ile. 

Colonel Saunders was .a. patron of education. He was a trustee of 
La Grange College during nearly the whole period of its existence. He 
was also a member of the board of trustees of the University of Ala
bama for some years, and contributed to the change which brought Dr. 
Manly into the presidency of that institution. . 

For a number of years Colonel Saunders has retired from the active 
duties of life. He now resides upon his pbintation, devoting himself to 
literature and agriculture. He is fond of writing and has made mauy 
contributions to the history of the State, with whose affairs he has been 
for so many years intimately acquainted. Though now eighty-four 
ye~rs of age, he is still in vigorous health, dispenses a generous hospi.· 

879-No. 3--9 
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tality, is keenly alive to ali that concerns bis country and his fn 
and awaits, with the faith of a Christian, the summons that will~ 
late him to a higher existence. He is older than his State, and~ 
the few remaining landmarks of i~s early settlement and civiliza

1 

The University of Alabama was founded upon an endowmPntgn 
by the United States in the act admitting Alabama into tile Uni~ 
consisted of a principality of public land amounting to sevent~~-twt 

tions. Under the care of a number of trustees, among whom llli· 

fot.iud the names of Governors Pickens and Murphy, anll Geor~. 
Owen, Henry Hitchcock, Jack Shackleford, John McKinley, Tlli 
Fearn, Arthur F. Hopkins, aud David Moore, these lands were cart 
selected and sold at auction; but to foil land speculators they fix~ 
hign limit of seventeen dollars per acre, and required one-fourthn 
price to be paid in cash and the balauce in instalments. The con 
mation of these sales and the erection of the college buildiugH re~' 
a loug time, and the University was not opened for students until I 

It has continued with success, varying with the political and, 
mercial causes which have affected its prosperity, until tile presentr 
The benefits conferred by the University upon the people of .AM 
and the surrounding States are beyond computation; some idea lllj 
formed by consulting a biographical catalogue of its alumni, com1 
with great care and labor by Professors Wyman anrl McCorvey, 
published in 1878. There about one thousand alumni are recordeo. 
members of Congress from this and other States there are quite at 
ber; of judges and lawyers a very long list, and a still longer or 

educators. These have filled the academies and colleges and unir' 
ties of the South. 

Rev. Alva Woods was the :first president of the University of .Alan~ 
He was born in Shoreham, Vt., was graduated at Harvard Unin1· 
in 1817, and was ordained a minister of the Baptist Church inl· 
From 1824 to 1828 he was professor of mathematics ~nd natural p~ 
ophy iu Brown University. From 1828 to 183l he was presidel' 
Transylvania Universit.y, Kentucky. In 1831 he was elected presi' 
of the Univer::;ity of Alabama, which office he resigned in D11cem 
1837. I never heard a doubt expressed by any competent judge t 
President Woods' scholarship; yet the institution steadily de& 
under his supervision. He seemed to lack the faculty of goven 
young men. There were tumults amongst the students and discoult 
amongst the friends of the institution, which led to the resignati~ 
every member of the Faculty and its complete reorganization. Har 
been in a position to know well the history of these difficulties,! 
satisfied that they had their root in the fact of the scarcity of ar 
emies where pupils could be prepared for, and some laxity in suff~ 
their admission into the University before they were fully pre~1 
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iDr. vVoods returned to Providence, R. J., where he lived for many years 
R)efore his death. 

The Rev. Basil Manly, D. D., was the next president of the University. 
He was born in Pittsborough,N. C., January 29,1798, graduated at South 
.Carolina College in 1821. and was second president of the University of 
Alabama, from 1837 to 1855. He died in Greenville, S.C., December, 

~1868, in the seventy-first year of his age. 
Dr. Manly was a good general scholar; but he had not been selected 

on account of his scholarship to resuscitate the University, but for 
other high qualities in a president; and the board of trustees were not 
disappointed in their choice. As it was not my privilege to know him 
long, I take the liberty of here inserting an estimate of him from Hon. 
J. L. M. Curry, our late minister to Spain: ''Dr. Manly was a rare 
combination of masculine virtues and feminine graces. In him were 
blended extraordinary cotirage, firmness, candor, moderation, equanim
ity, meekness, sympathy, tenderness, and love. In social intercourse· 
he had few superiors. With the educated and illiterate he was equally 
at home, winning and charming old and :voung, rich and poor, with his 
iutelligence, tact, and marvellous adaptedue.ss to his surroundings. His 
politeness, springing from Christian principle, was perfect." 

Landon Cabell Garland, LL. D., was the thinl president of the Uni
versity of Alabama. He was born in Nelson County, Va., March 21, 
1810; graduated at Hampden-Sidney College, Virginia, in 1829; was 
professor of mathematics and · natural philosophy at Washington Col
lege, Lexington, Va., in 1830. The reputation that he carried out with 
him from his alma mater must have been high, for he was called back 
in 1837, to its presidency, to succeed the celebrated Dr. Olin, when he 
was only twenty-seven years of age. 

He was called to the University of Alabama in 1848, and served 
as professor of physics and astronomy until 1855, when he succeeded 
Dr. Manly as president of the institution, continuing in this office until 
the burning of the University in 1865. His reputation, not only as a 
profound scientist, but as an orator of much eloquence, had preceded 
him to Alabama. Dr. Wards worth, a competent judge, who had been 
one of his pupils at Randolph-Macon, had pronounced him the most 
eloquent speaker he had ever heard. His habits were very simple. 

He was elected to the chair of physics and astronomy in the Uni
versity of Mississippi in 1866, and continued therein until Vanderbilt 
University was founded and its business opened, in September, 1875. 
Be then was elected chancellor of this great institution. He has con
tinued ever since to perform the duties of this responsible station most 
satisfactorily to the board of trustees and the public, and is still blessed 
with unusual good health and strength for one of his age. Ordinarily 
an ordained minister is chosen to pr·eside over a denominational Uni
versity. Dr. Garland is not one; yet his baccalaureate addresses, and 
what he calls his "lay sermons," are masterpieces in style, and have 
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graven deeply on the heart.s of his pupils the principles of virtue, I 
perance, and religion. 

Frederick Augustus Porter Barnard, D. D., S. T. D., LL.D., L. B. 
and D. 0. L., was born in Sheffield, Mass.,. May 5, 1809, and, 
in the city of New York, April 27, 1889. His career as an edue 
extended over a term of' sixty years, and em braced all the branr 
of human learning taug-ht in the wide range of a University pro: 
His paternal ancestor, Francis Barnard, of Coventry, England, cam; 
.America in 1636, and his maternal ancestor, John Porter, also an I 
Iishman, from Warwickshire, some ten years earlier. His father, E 

ert Foster Barnard~ of Sheffield, was State Senator several times,; 
a prominent lawyer, and his mother, ...\.ugusta Porter, the daugh~1 
John Porter, M. D., of Salisbury, Conn. The sister of Dr. Barnard,! 
years -o!der than himself, married United States Senator Porter, 
Michigan. Gen. John G. Barnard, the well known engin~er, whoa· 
in 1882, was his younger brother. 

In early childhood Dr. Barnard was carefully taught by his mot~ 
and he became fond of books. At the age of six he commenced! 
study of Latin, and very early in life was fond of reading the Eng[ 
classics. At nine years of age he was sent to reside with his matet 
grandfather, and became a student of Saratoga Academy, New Yo: 
he remained here for three years, when he went to Stockbridge, Ma. 
and attended there an excellent school, where be acquired a taste~ 

the study of physics, in which afterwards he became so distinguisbt 
In 1824, when he was fifteen years old, he entered Yale College, ''a 

before the close of the Sophomore year he was the recognized leadfr 
the class in the study of pure mathematics anti the exact sciences." I 
1.828 he was graduated second in the class, and the next we~-k he be~. 

his long and useful life as a teache~· in the Hartford · gram mar scho 
During the two years he remained there he studied the French b 
guage in order to prosecate his studies in the higher mathematics, al 

he wrote two works; one was a School .Arithmetic, which found l 
much favor at Yale that it was placed on the list of books required I 
admission ; the other was an addition to Bridge's Conic ::3ectiom 
the Yale authorities soon made this a text bo9k in the college; ot~ 

institutions followed the example set by Yale, and for ma.uy years !I 
majority of college students in the country used this book in their stu!, 
of the higher mathematics. Conic sections! One of the surnmi: 
of the mountain of pure mathematics! the horror of the college stude~· 
the test of which is not successfully borne by half of a large class! tU: 

a youth, before his majority, should have written a treatise upon it 
much approved by ripe scholars, was one of the most remarka~' 
achievements of Dr. Barnard's career. 

'rwo .years after his graduation he was elected a tutor at Yale, wb~ 
he remained one year, when he bad a -severe illness which affected ~1 

hearing materially, and he accepted a position in the a8ylum fort~! 
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tleafand dumb at Hartford. In a short time he was transferred to the 
iDstitution for the instruction of the deaf and dumb in tho city of New 
York. Here ?-e remained five years before his removal to the South. 
During this time he wrote many valuable articles on the instruction of 
the deaf and dumb, which were published in leading periodicals, includ.; 
ing the North American Review.· 

He had thus spent nine years as a teacher since his graduation, when 
he was called to a new sphere of action . . The University of Alabama. 
had. been broken up, as I have related above, and every member of the 
Faculty had resigned. Rev. Basil Manly, D. D., had been elected pres
ident, and on a tour North, made for the purpose of selecting suitable 
persons for the professorships, he happened to meet with Dr. Barnard 
while he was walking in company with President Day, of Yale, who in
troduced them to each other. About a month afterwards Dr. Barnard 
rec~iveda letter from Governor Bagby, president of the board of trustees 
of the Alabama University, informing him that he had been elected 
professor of mathematics, natural philosophy, and astronomy in the 
University. He accepted, but there being no continuous line of rail
road he selected the sea route, and he was nearly three weeks in reach
ing-the port of Mobile by a sailing vessel. When he reached Tuscaloosa. 
he was cordially received. by his colleagues, but he only found thirty
six ~tudents in college. The Senior class contained only a dozen, but 
they were a clase of pretty strong young men. Perfect order prevailed 
in the institution. He remained an officer of the University for seven
teen years, but in 1848 he was transferred to the chair of chemistry· and 
naturalhistory, yielding his former position to Dr. L. C. Garland, whose 
tastes were scientific. During this time the chair of English literature 
twice became vacant, and on each occasion he assumed its duties in ad
dition to those of his own department, doing double service for an en
tir~ year on each occasion. 

About the year 1846 he induced the trustees to -establish and furnish 
an astronomical observatory on a small scale, and when the seat of gov
ernment was removed from Tuscaloosa to .Montgomery and the old state
house became by law the property of the University, the first use which 
was made of it was by Dr. Barnard, who repeated the experiment of 
Foucault, demonstrating the earth's rotation by a pendulum. The dome 
of the building afforded free space for a pendulum ninety feet long. The 
experiment being conducted in so public a place attracted much atten
tion. 

In the year 1846 the States of Alabama and Florida appointed a joint 
commission to fix permanently the boundary between the two States. 
Dr. Barnard was appointed astronomer by the Governor on behalf of 
Alabama, and the astronomer on behalf of Florida not having made his 
~Pilearance at the rendezvous, he was appointed to act for that State 

• 
1 
For the matter, and much of the language, of the foregoing paragraphs I am 

lndebted to an exc·enent article on Dr. Barnard in the New York Herald.-.1. E. S. 
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also. The real boundary was the thirty-first degree of north latitudf 
the difficulty arose from two different lines having been marked. 
first proceeding was to observe for latitude. For this purpose h! 
obliged to depend on a reflecting circle and an artificial horizon. 
soon satisfied himself that the one marked by small mounds corresp01 

with this degree of latitude, and that the other was a mere " rano 
line, and crooked. Both parties concurred in fixing the line in coni 
ity with the report of Dr. Barnard. 

A literary monthly was established at Tuscaloosa, called The & 
ron. The editor was the Ron. A. B. Meek, a graduate of the Univm 
of Alabama, who was held in high estimation in the South as a1 
He was assisted by several others, amongst the rest the Hon. Wit 
R. Smith, a member of Congress from that district, and who, after 
War, became president of the University. To this magazine Dr. l 
nard became a copious contributor. But the most wonderful!! 
about Dr. Barnard was that he was not only a scientist, but an 
dent Whig politician. The Monitor, at Tuscaloosa, was the leal 
paper of that party in middle Alabama when edited by Mr. Mi~ 

When .he returned to Georgia for the purpose of writing The Bt 
and Bar of Georgia, his place could not be filled for several yt: 
During this time Dr. Barnard was the actual but unavowed edil~: 

the paper, and never were its discussions conducted with mores~: 
A controversy took place about the year 1854 which was melli: 

ble in the career of Dr. Barnard. An effort was made to revolutim 
the whole course of instructi9n and government in the University,i 
to reconstruct the institution upon the model of the University of 
ginia. The leading man in this move.ment was the Hon. Henry 
Collier, who bad been an able judge of the supreme court, Goverc 
of the State, and was a man of considerable learning and ability. I 
published repeated articles in favor of the change in the newspapf 
Dr. Barnard thought the change at the time premature and oppos~ 
vigorously in a number of articles, though anonymously. The con~ 

versy became warm and, unfortunately, personal. It leaked out!! 
Dr. Barnard was the opponent of Governor Collier, who alluded to[ 
as a" Yankee who had no sympathies with the South." Dr. Barur 
replied hotly that he would give the Governor to understand that 11 

was not in the power of a broken-down politician" to browbeat a!» 
of men of sense. The Governor was stung by the imputation, fou 
cess had followed every aspiration of his public life except gainin! 
seat in the Senate of the United States. He, by a written communk 
tion, impeached Dr. Barnard before the board of trustees and deman~ 
his removal. The board, on hearing the case, promptly decided II 
they hau no jurisdiction of it. The misfortune of Governor Collier 
this case was that he t:tppened to come into conflict with a mau 
great abiJity who had made the subject the study of his life, as bisari 
cles, afterwards published under the title of Letters on College G~ 
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eruweut, clearly indicate, and who afterwards, during a term of a 
quarter of a century as ~ts p~esident, transform~d Columbia College 
into his ideal of a real umversny, as we shall see In the sequel. 

Whilst Dr. Barnard was professor in the University the young ladies 
of the Female Institute were invited to attend his lectures, and s~ats 
were specially reserved for them at recitations. In this may be seen 
the germ of an idea which culminated in the organization of a college 
during the la8t year of his life for the special benefit of females, and 
which, since his df!ath, the trustees have named Barnard College. 
Lately the trustees of the Alabama University have also honored his 
memory by calling the new laboratory the Barnard Laboratory. 

·while he was professor of chemistry at Tuscaloosa, in 1848, he gave 
great attention to methods of photography. The daguerreotype pro
cess was in general use, but be discovered a method of accelerating 
the luminous impression by the use of gaseous chlorine. He also· con
trived optical methods of producing stereoscopic plates for binocular 
vision, both Impressions of the pair being made on the same silver 
plate at a single exposure. One of these was sent to Philadelphia for 
exhibition at a fair, and Professor Dana, of New Haven, who was 
chairman of the jury, said it would have 'been adjudged the first prize 
had it been received in time. 

In 1854 be was admitted to orders in the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
When a student at Yale he hecame a convert to the doctrines of that 
church, and obtained permission from the Faculty to attend its services · 
in New Haven instead of the college chapel, where attendance was, by 
law, compulsory. On his removal to New York lte attached himself to 
the Church of St. Thomas, at its old site, which was three miles distant 
from his residence, and to which he walked every Suhday. The pastor 
of this church was the Rev. Dr. Francis L. Hawkes, who was famous as 
an orator. The name of Dr. Barnard as a student of divinity was on the 
the books of Bishop Onderdonk, but he did not receive orders until 
1854, and then from Bishop Cobbs, at Selma, Ala.; where he preached 
his first sermon. 

During this same year he was elected professor of mathematics, phys
ics, and civil engineering in the University of Mississippi, of which 
the Ron. A. B. Longstreet was then president, and with reluctance 
acceptea. Thus Alabama lost one of its most learned professors, who 
had won the love and esteem of his associates, and had made his influ
ence felt through all the departments of the institution with which he 
had been connected. 

At Oxford his reputation continued steadily to increase, and in 1856 
he was promoted to the presidency of the institution, still retainmg, 
however, the same chair of instruetion as before. Owing to his influ
ence the State of Mississippi added greatly to the apparatus of this 
department. On one occasion important business called me to Oxford, 
and while there, in company with one of the trustees, I visited Professor 
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Barnard. When we rose to go he invited us to the laboratory. 
he put in operation a costly orre"ry, exhibiting the motions of the 
enly bodies. For two hours he interested us with many curious e1 

ments, and I was more than ever impressed with the fact that he] 
science purely for its own sake. 

In1858 be delivered the annual address before the alunmi of 
College, and in 1860 a course of lectures at the Smithsoniau lni 
tion, Prof. Joseph Henry then being at the head of it. An inti 
acquaintance enalJled the professor to contribute t@ the elevation ol 
Barnard to· a high position many years after. In 1860 he was m 

president of the American Association for the Advancement of Scie 
He was a member of many other learned societies in America 
Europe. In 1860 he went to Labrador on the Government expedl 
to observe the eclipse of the sun. 

In.1861 the University of Mississippi was broken up by the War, 
most of its students became volunteers. Dr. Barnard not being a solo 
and his connections and personal friends being mostly on that 8 

went North. In 1862 he was employed in the National Observator 
the reduction of Gilliss's observations of the stars in the son thern he 
sph~re. In 1863 be had charge of the chart printing and lithograJ 
of the Coast Survey, the nunder charge of Prof. A. D. Bache. 

He published many able papers, some of them having referene 
edcaution, entitled Letters on College Government, Report on Colli 

. ate Education, Art Culture, and The Relation of University Educal 
to Common Schools. Indeed there never seemed to be a time w 
he was not considering some important subject. His :first interv 
with Dr. Manly, already mentioned, was fortuitous; for he had 
gaged to prepare an article for a magazine then edited in NewY1 
by Park Benjamin, on Electro-Magnetism and Magnetico-Electricj, 
a subject which had acquired a lively interest in consequence of I 
very remarkable investigations conducted by Professor Faraday, att 
Royal Institution at London. The papers be wanted be could~ 
find in New York; and be was then going to the library of his old 
structor, Professor Silliman. And again, after he returned North, 
article on Mathematical Principles of the Undulatory Theory of Li~ 
was published in the Smithsonian reports. 

In 1864, having applied for the vacant chair of physics in Column 
College, New York, the trustees elected him their president. Thislll 
expected . good fortune be attributed to the influence of Profes80l 
Bache and Henry, two very responsible indorsers in a case like th~ 
Here be continued until the day of his death. He found it a mereoo 
lege; he left it a real university with one hundred teachers, exclusive~ 
the medical schools, which b~d merely a nominal connection withll 

The year before his death, President Barnard, having beco~ 
deaf and quite infirm, tendered his resignation to the board of truste~ 
They gave him leave of ab~ence for a year, and made him, whenev~ 
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hio successor was appointed, president-emeritus, with a continuati1 
his· 9alary during the remainder of his life. The senior profess01 

then appointed temporarily to perform the duties of the office. 
act of the trustees is a stronger proof of the merits of Presidenti 
nard than the strongest superlatives that could be used by a eul~ 

I shall, however, introduce another fact to show how universal 
his genius. When they were both young men a strong friendshi~ 
formed between him and the-J>oetWhittier. When the latter pub!i1 
his Miriam, in 1870, he dedicated it to his friend Barnard in his 
style: 

''Alike we loved 
The muse's haunts, and all our fancies moved 
To measures of old song. How since that day 
Our feet have parted from the path that lay 
So fair between us! from life-long search 
Of truth, within thy Academic porch 
Thou sittest now, lord .of a realm of fact, 
Thy servitors the sciences exact.'' 

Mr. Whittier, on the occasion of his death, sent to the Critic 
following letter: 

" I have just heard of tbe death of President Barnard. It ends, s~ 
as this life is concerned, the unbroken friendship of sixty years wl1 

has existed between us. I knew him first as a tutor in Yale College, I 
afterwards in Hartford, Conn., when he was a teacher in tbe .Asyl1 
for the Deaf and Dumb in 1830-31. We became strongly attacl 
friends. I was at that time editor of the New England Review. 
scholar of rare acquirements, brilliant, graceful, and handsome,~ 
rounded by admirers of both sexes, he was unassuming, and borehl 
self then, as ever after, as a perfect gentleman. He wrote ~ccasionru 
for my paper in prose and verse. I remember one or two imitations 
Hafiz and other Persian poets, full of grace and rhythmic sweetn~ 
Had he devoted himself to literature, I am sure he would easily ha1 

won high distinction. But he decided otherwise, I think wisely. R 

life work as.an educator can not be too higl•ly estimated, fornonew1 
ever niore faithfully and successfully performed. He leaves bebindhl 
a noble reputation, and will be followed to his rest by the love and~ 
m1ration of all who knew him. 

"JOHN G. WHITTIER. 
''AMESBURY, April30, 1889." 

Dr. Barnard was _one of the C?mmissioners to the Paris Expositi~ 
in 1867. He wrote about twenty original articles for John~on's Uycl• 
predia. In 1844 the degree of LL.D. was conferred upon him D) 

Jefferson College, and in 1848 the same degree by Yale; in 186lilit 
degree of D. D. by the University of Mississippi; in 1872 the de~ 
of L. H. D. by the University of New York; and in 1878 the deglll 
of D. C. L. by King's College, Canada. 
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In preparing these notes I have relied upon my own memory (for I 
bad the honor of Dr. Barnard's acquaintance while he resided in the 
South), upon an account of his personal history which he gave in a 
letter a few months before his death, and upou notes on his life, written 
from his dictation . during his last illness. These notes were kindly 
forwarded to me by that gifted and excellent lady Mrs. Barnard. The 
doctor often referred to her in his life in terms of tender affection and 
high admiration. But the full valu~ of his labors will never be known 
until his biography shall be written by some scienti."Jt whose breadth 
of erudition shall equal his own; for it would have to be, virtually, a 
history of the progress of science for the last sixty years. Fortunately 
there is ample material for such a biography. In answer to a question 
as to what had been published in reference to him he replied, " there 
have been some sketches, but all more or less imperfect; but I have 
no copy of any of them. The one which was the most complete was 
inserted by Benjamin F. Lossing in the Documentary History of New 
York, a very costly yolume published by the Legislature of the State, 
of which I have never seen a copy except the one which belongs to thd 
library of this college. There was one published about ten years ago 
by Prof. E. L. Youmans in Appleton's Scientific Monthly~ and one in 
1855, in Henry Barnard's Journal of Education. The several cyclo
predias contain of course brief and imperfect notices." 

CHAPrrER XXXIV. 

THE AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. 

Organization and Equipment- Ohangein the Character of the lnstitution
I mproved Facilities for 1 nstruction. 

The Agricultural and Mechanical College, at Au burn, was established 
in 1872, at which time the donation of land made by Congress to the 
several States to establish in each a college was accepted by ,Alabama. 

The building was given to the State by the Methodist Church on 
condition that the college should be located at Auburn, and, with the 
endowment arising from the proceeds of the sale of the two hundred 
and forty thousand acres of land given by Congress, the college wa~:; 
organized in F~bruary, 1872: 

In 1883 thirty thousand dollars were appropriated by the State to re
pair and construct necessary buildings and provide equipments, and in 
l887 twelve thousand five hundred dollars were appropriated 44 to aid 
and encourage technical educa.tion, in providing additional equipments 
for mechanic arts," etc. · 

In June, 1887, the main college building, an elegant structure, with 
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its entire equipment, was destroyed by fire; fortunately it was ins 
for thirty thousand dollars. 

Since the fire, by means of the funds received from the insur 
policies, there has bePn constructed an elegant chemical laboratm 
beautiful exterior, with modern internal arrangements especially ada 
to teaching practical chemistry; and the main college building has 
placed under contract and is now partially completed. 

The college, when first organized, was constituted after the ma1 
of ordinary literary and classical colleges in the country, with thea 
tion of a professorship of agriculture attached to a chair of Engli~ 
philosophy. 

When the appropriation by the State furnished means for adv~ 

ment the trustees determined to make the college conform morestri. 
to the requirements of the act of Congress by which the land·gn 
colleges were established; concluding that by requiring the institn~ 
to devote its energies in a special degree to the teaching of science1 

its applications-especially to th~ teaching of the sciences that relalt 
agriculture and the mechanic arts~it would fill an educational waul 
the State and establish a reason for its existence. 

The change ill the character of the institution i~ making it a &I 
of science or polytechnic institution, where the study of mechanica 
aml the sciences which relate to agriculture are most prominent,r 
strongly urged and made effective iu a large degree by the labon. 
·those earnest and active trustees, Col. C. C. Langdon and Bon. HI 
Clayton; the former, in honor of'whom Langdon Hall is named,k 
ing been, as trustee, an earnest and constant supporter of the ins~ 
tion since its foundation; while the zealous and efficient services1 
the latter, now president of the State University, as trustee and cha 

·man of the executive committee, are still gratefully recognized by 
the friends of the college. 

The department of agriculture has been largely developed in r~ 
years by the aid received from the State department of agriculture,an 
very recently, for the purpose of conducting scientific experiments ina~ 
culture, there has been organized the .agricultural experiment stati~ 
under the so ·called "Hatch act" passed by Congress in 1887. 

The department of mechanic arts has also been rendered far ruoo 
efficient, and ·the equipment now possessed by the college for manru 
training is very superior and receives large attention. Wheu tbebu~ 
ing is completed and equipped, this college will possess superior ap~ 
ances for teaching science, and must in future years render mostvi 
uable service to the State in training its youth for the work of life. 

The management of this college, like that of the University, iscou 
mitted to a board of trustees, consisting of one member from each Co~ 
gressional rlistrict in the State, with the Governor as president etc offieM 
and the State Superintendent of Education an ex-officio member. 
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The board as now constituted is as follows : 
His Excellency- Thomas Seay, president ex officio; Hon. Solomon 

Palmer, Superintendent of Education; first district, Bon. C. C. Langdon, 
Mobile; second . district, Hon. J·. G. Gilchrist, Montgomery; third dis
trict Ron. R. F. Kolb, Eufaula; third district, Hon. J. B. Mitchell, 
Seal~; fourth district, Hon. Jonathan Harralson, Selma; fifth district, 
Ron. _R. F. Ligon, Tuskegee; sixth district, Hon. M. L. Stansell, Car
rollton; seventh district, Hon. John Bishop, Talladega; .eighth district, 

'1 -· Officers of the board: E. T. Glenn, treasurer; F. M. Reese, secretary 
and auditor. 

Faculty and officers: Wm. LeRoy Bronn, M.A., LL; D., president, 
and professor of physics and astronomy; Otis D. _Smith, A. M., profes
sor ofmathematics; · P. H. Mell, Jr., M. E., Ph. D., professor of natural 
history and geology; James H. Lane, 0. E., A. M., professor of civil 
engineering and drawing; J. S. Newman, professor of agriculture and 
Llirector of the experiment st-ation; Charles C. Thach, B. E., professor 
of English and Latin; N. T. Lupton, A. M., M: D., LL. D., professor of 
general and agricultural chemistry and State chemist; Lieut. M. C. 
Richards, Second Artillery, U. S. A. (West Point), ~ommandaqt and 
professor of~ilitary science·; George H. Bryant, M. E. (Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology), instructor in mechanic arts; George Petrie, 
M.A. (University of Virginia), adjunct professor of modern languages 
and history; L. W. Wilkinson, B. Sc., B. S. Burton, B. Sc., assistantl'l 
in the chemical laboratory; C. H. Ross, B. Sc., V. L. Allen, B. Sc.~ 
assistants in mathematics and English; .J. H. Drake, M.D., surgeon; C. 
C. Thach, librarian and recording sel'retary; · 0~ D. Smith, correspond
ing secretary. 

Since the " new departure" of the college in the direction of indus trial 
science or a polytechnic institute, both its usefuhiess and popularity have 
largely increased, and with .the increasing favor shown it by the govern
ing· authorities of the State, sustained by the voice of the people, the 
college, ifit shall wisely pursue its present policy, will go on prospering, 
and will be a power for good· to the people ofthis State. · · 
Th~ college now has facilities for giving practical instruction in ap

plied science i~1 the following departments: (1) in agriculture and horti
<mlture; (2) in mechanic arts; (3) in practical chemistry; (4) in physics . 
and min~ralogy; (5) in botany; (6) in engineering and surveying; (7) 
1 ~1 drawing; (8) in . ~pilitary tactics. ·In the mechanic. arts and prac
tiCal chemistry the facilities, of the.Oollege are partic~larly exce~lent. 

The wood department ·is located in. a commodious hall, ninety by 
fi~ty f~et, and is provided with a twenty-five horse-power Corliss engine. 
With Indicator, planes, circular saw, band saw, scroll saws, a buzz 

1 
This district was represented by Judge J. N. Malone, of Athens, who recently de

ceased. He had been a member of the board from the organizatron of the college; in 
1872• and was an aule an~ active member. 
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planer, twenty work· benches, with full set of lathes and car~ 
tools required for instruction. A brick building with two rooms, 
thirty by fifty-five feet, bas been constructed especially for instrn

1 

in working iron. One of these is equipped with twelve forges and 
necessary for ,a forge department; the other with a . cupola fun 
moulding benches, and special tools tor use in a foundry. The mat 
room is equipped witheight engine lathes with appropriate tools,a 
chipping and filing department is arranged with benches and vise 
twelve students. A five-hor~e power Weston dynamo now furnl 
light to the mechanic art laboratory and other halls, and jt is des~ 
to supply the different laboratories, when completed, with electriclij 
this dynamo. 

During the last session there were made by the students in thl! 
partment, as we learn from the report· of the trustees to the Ge& 

Assembly, November, 1888, two small steam engines, and the cla&! 
now engaged in making a ten-horse-power engine to be used, when 1 

pleted, at the college in running the dynamo. From the reportofP 
George H. Bry~nt, in charge of this department, to the trustees, publl& 
with their report, we learn that the course in manual trainingcm 
three years, as follows: First year, wood working, carpentry, andtr 
ing; second year, pattern making, and foundry and forge work, mrn 
ing and casting, and smithing; third year, machine shop, chiw 
and filing and .machine work in metals. In connectiotJ_ with the~ 
year work lectures are given on the metallurgy and working of mm 

used in the industrial arts. Lectures are also given during the thl 
year appropriate to the work of that year. 

The total number of students in mechanic arts during tlle threea 
legiate years commencing in September, 1885, were: First year, niu1 
three; second year, eighty-nine; third year, one hundred and two. 

PRACTICAL <JHEMISTRY. 

The new chemical laboratory, which has been briefly referred toint 
preceding pages, is deserving of fuller mention. From the report of PI 
fessor Lupton, professor of chemistry, to the trustees, the following i 
scription of the new structure is taken: "In this building we have a ~ 
modious State chemical laboratory with a room adjacent for lJalances,M 
one for the spectroscope, saccharimeter, refractometer, and microSC{)I 
a large laboratory for general work in qualitative and quantitarr 
analysis, with everything in the way of apparatus, work tables,nichesl 
carrying off offensive fumes, sinks, gas, and other conveniences at 

nec<'ssaries for effective work. The lighting and ventilation are alltt 
could be desired. Adjoining this large work-room are two othe!'i 
smaller dimensions which are now used as balance and store rooms. 
the basement an admirable room bas been :fitted up with a1l nece~ 
apparatus for assaying. On the first floor there are two rooms in a~ 
tion to those mentioned, one an office and the other a room for ~ 
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library belong:ing to the experiment station. This room is tempor, 
occupied by P'rofessor Mell and his assistant for botanical and 0 

work in the department of natural history. The second story cont 
a large and excellent lecture-room, an apparatus and preparation~ 
and a room for gas analysis. The equipment of the building throng[ 
is equal to the best of modern laboratories. The desks, or work h'· 

for students, forty-eight in number, are all occupied, and the work i 
since the opening of ·the session is in the highest degree satisfacto 

AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMEN'l' STATION. 

This station was partially organized February 24, 1888, under
provisions of an act of Oongress approved March 2, 1887, by which 
college received the sum of fifteen thousand dollars per year from 
United States Government for the purpose of carrying on the stat 
'.rbe trustees, referring to this subject, say in their report that itk 
purpose of the board to have careful scientific experl.mentationmadt 
field crops in the different agricultural sections of the State; that· 
station has been well equipped with agricultnral machinery, andist 
prepared to conduct varied experiments with care and scientific!' 
cisiou. A department of botany, with meteorology attached, has~ 
assigned to the station, and there has also been established a deJl 
ment of biology. 

The organization of the agricultural experiment station is as! 
lows: 

Board of visitors, committAe of trustees on experiment station: H. 
J. G. Gilchrist, Bon. R. F. Ligon, llon. J. B. Mitchell. 

B,oard of direction, officers of the station: W. L. Broun, presider 
J. S. Newman, director and agriculturist; N. T. Lupton, vice-direct 
and chemist; P. H. Mell, botanist; -- ---, biologist; J. T. A 
derson, Ph. D., assistant chemist; J. Ross, assistant agriculturist 
charge of liYe stock and dairy department; James Clayton, assists' 
agriculturist; T. D. Stanford, B. S., assistant botanist. 

During the session of 1887-88 there were one hundred and seven!, 
011e students in attendance, of whom fifteen received the degree of bad 

elor of science, and five were awarded a post-graduate degree. 
The income of the college proper, during that scholastic year, aBil 

pears from the published report of the treasurer, was, including bala~ 
on hand .June 1,1887, twenty-three thousand five hundred and thirty·& 
dollars; disbursements during same period twenty-five thousand seYt 

hundred and twenty-seven dollars and seventy-two cents. The exct· 
of expenditure doubtless arose from the necessity of renting bon&· 
for college work and other unusual expenditures resulting from !l 
disastrous fire in June, 1887, which destroyed the principal coli~ 
edifice. 

The expenditures ou account of the agricultural bureau for saD 

period were six thousand four hundred and forty-eight dollars 31 
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eighty-five cents. This sum is paid from a speciaf fund appropr
1 

for the purpose. 
A special appropriation of twelve thousand five hundred dolla~1 

the State treasury was also expended on the chemical laboratory 
the equipments of the several departments. 

The edifice destroyed by fire was insured for thirty thousand dol 
which bas been collected and expended on the new building, an~ 
General Assembly at t.he present session has, with commendableii 
ality, appropriated a handsome sum to enable the trustees to corny 
the structure. 

COURSES OF INSTRUCl'ION. 

There are three degree courses for undergraduates, each leadin1 
the degree of bachelor of science and requiring four years; two pa1 

courses entitling the student, on passing a satisfactory examinatio1 
a certificate indicating his attainments, and a preparatory COUI'S! 

pharmacy. 
The character of these courses is thus outlined in the annual [ 

logue of the college for 1887-88: 
"Course I includes theoretical and practical instruction in tl 

branches that relate to cbemistiry and agriculture, and is especid 
adapted to those who propose to devote themselves to agriculture 
chemical pursuits. 

"Course II includes the principles and applications of the scie~ 

that directly relate to civil and mechanical engineering, and is ada~: 

to those wlw expect to enter the profession of engineering. 
"Uourse III has been arranged to giYe a general and less techni. 

education in subjects of science and language to meet the wants ofth11 
students who have selected no definite vocation in life, as well ai 

· those who propose ultimately to engage in teaching or in some Cij: 

mercia! or manufacturing business. 
"Courses IV and V have been arranged for the benefit of those & 

dents who, for reasons satisfactory to themselves, are unable to contin: 
at col1ege four years and take one of the regular degree courses. 

"Students who have completed the general course in each departm~: 
of the school of mechanic arts, and are qualified, can enter upon am[ 
extended technical course in mechanical engineering. 

"Students who expect to become practical pharmacists can enteru~i' 
a special course of chemistry.and natural history and occupy all of tnt 

time in the laboratories of these departments under the immediateo 
rection of the professors. ·With the excellent facilities offered in rt 

new chemical laboratory, scientific preparation of great value to~ 
practical pharmacist can be obtained." 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF ALABAMA. 

Establishment-Dr. Josiah 0. Nott-Description of the Building-The 
11fuseum-The First Faculty-The College Closed during the War-Re
opened in 1868-Discouragements-Ohanges in the Faculty-Govern
ment and Present Officers-Course of Instruction. 

The Medical College of Alabama, located at Mobile, went into opera
tion in 1859. Its charter created it a department of the University of 
the State, which prior to that time had not added any professional school 
to its organization. 

The college owes its origin to the devotion to the science ·of medicine 
of a coterie of able and accomplished physicians then living in MobiLe. 
Chief among these waP Josiah C. N ott, a name that will be readily recog
nized as that of an able scientist and skilful physician. 

His title to the former appellation was won, in part, by his studies in 
ethnology, the results of which were given to the world in his Types 
of Mankind, and Indigenous Races of the Earth, in the authorship of 
which works George H. Gliddon was associated with him. The uni
versal verdict of the people of Mobile, among whom Dr. Nott lived so 
long and labored so faithfully, justly crowned him with the latter appel
lation. Possessed of a broad intellect, an enthusiastic nature, and a 
magnetic disposition, be was admirably fitted to lead in an enterprise 
that spurned commercial considerations and aimed at the purest and 
broadest culture of that science to which he had dedicated his life. He 
was ably supported in the effort to found a medical college by the genial 
and erudite Anderson, the quiet and efficient Ross, the courteous and , 
accomplished Ketchum, and others, who, though not so widely known, 
nevertheless rendered valuable aid. 
Th~ fact that the enterprise was fathered by these men secured for it 

the heartysnpport, both moral and financial, of the people of Mobile 
and of the State at large. For building and equipping the college the 
State donated $50,000, which amount was considerably niore than dupli
cated by voluntary contributions on the part of a number of generous 
and public-spirited citizens of Mobile. 

After the architectural design of the building had been adopted and 
the work of construction considerably advanced Dr. Nott proceeded to 
Europe and spent months in selectig.g the most recent apparatus and 
appliances for teaching the science of medicine. 

The building presents a handsome and .commodious appearance. It 
occupies . the centre . of a square of ground, which affords free ventilation 
and abundance of sunlight. Pure water from a magnificent system of 
water-works flows through every part of it. The h:i.terior of the build- . 
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ing is so arranged as to provide convenient and ample facilities. T~t 

are two large lecture balls, with a seating capacity of from four to! 
hundred each, and several smaller ones. Chemical and pharmaceu~ 
laboratories exist, which admi,t of practical work by students. A mie 
scopical laboratory has recently been provided, which is supplied w: 

Hartuack's microscopes and so ar,?anged as to permit-of the entireci1 

taking part in the practical work that is done. 
The arrangements for demonstrative anatomy are ample and supe& 

ice chambers having been constructed (in a'I_J.ition to the ordinarym~: 

employed) in which to preserve material. 
The museum is the pride of the college and is one of the best in ~ 

United States. 
Doubtless a few of the oldest and most richly-endowed colleges 

the country have in recent years made valuable additions to their ru 
seums, but at the time the In.useum of the Medical College of Alaba1 
was first collected it had no superior and few equals in this conn~ 
All of the capitals of Europe where suitable specimens could beo' 
tained were searched, and the most judicious selections made. 

The preparations representing normal anatomy, including theosseoi· 
muscular, vascular~ lymphatic, visceral, and nervous systems, are numt: 
ous and unsurpassed. 

The minute anatomy of the tissues and organs is illustrated by1: 
elegant series of preparations, they being constructed on a scales~ 

ficiently enlarged to admit of being used for demonstration before!l 
entire class at the same time. 

All of the important and· special organs, as the eye, ear, throat, lun~: 

liver, kidney, uterus, etc., are accurately copied in their healthy a~ 

diseased states, from which source the lecturers are able to obtain vru 

uable aids in demonstrating their several branches. 
Many specimens are devoted to illustrating pathological anatom) 

malformations, monstrosities, etc. For instance, the different varietif: 
and stages of skin and venereal diseases are shown by au extenslr! 
collection of beautiful preparations that are rigidly true to nature, an 

are almost, if not quite, as valuable for teaching as living cliniCl 
material. 

A considerable number of preparations are devoted to comparatiri 
anatomy, beside many more of a miscellaneous character not here al 

luded to. 
The collection of materia medica is another feature of which thee& 

lege is proud. 
These specimens were imported at heavy cost, are extensive, a~ 

present a very handsome appearance. 
As already stated, the first course of lectures was delivered durin! 

the winter of 1859-60. The Faculty was comprised as follows: 
J. 0. -Nott, M. D., professor of surgery. 
W. H. Anderson, M. D., dean, and professor of physiology. 
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George A. Ketchum, M. D., professor of the theory and practice of 
medicine. 

F. c. Ross, M. D., professor of materia medica, therapeu.tics, and clin· 
ica1 medicine. 

J. W. Ma1lett, Ph. D., professor ofchemistry. 
F. E. Gordon;M. D., professor of obstetrics and diseases of women 

and children. 
J. F. Heustis, M. D., professor of anatomy. 
Goronwy Owen, M. D., A. P.. Hall, M. D., demonstrators of anatomy. 
The opening of the college was auspicious and unmistakably augured 

a bright and prosperous future. 
For the :first session there were 111 matriculates; for the second, or 

that of 1860-61, the number was increased to 120. 
For a new institution this was very encouraging success. The s~c

ond session had scarcely closed, however, when the ominous sound of 
cannon announced the opening of that fierce conflict that for four years 
was to convulse the country. The students rushed from the lecture 
halls to the lines of battle, most of the members of the Faculty did 
likewise, and the college doors were closed. They remained closed 
throughout the War, and at its termination the Federal authorities took 
possession of the building and converted it into a primary school for 
freedmen. The strange spectacle was seen· of negro urchins learning 
their A B C's in halls, laboratories, and museums that had been dedi
cated to the disciples of JEsculapius. 

Although the Faculty made repeated efforts to regain possession of 
the .building it was not until ~868, or three years after the close of the 
War, that they succeeded. This was valuable time lost; for, under the 
new orrler of things, the young men of the South laid aside their weap
ons of death and destruction and, in sharp contrast with their work of 
the past four years, began 31gain among other peaceful pursuits that of 
the healing art. 

The.Medical College of Alabama was, for the reason just stated, not 
open to them. Students wlio might have sought instruction at this col
lege were compelled to turn their steps toward other institations. · 

Thus was the college put at a serious disadvantage when matters 
were in a formative•stage, as was the case just after the War. 

Plainly it would have been far easier to have claimed her share of 
patronage in the beginning, than it was to win it back after it had gone 
in other directions. 

Although without funds, and in the face of many difficulties, the 
Faculty determined to reopen the college, which they did in the fall of 
1868. They felt that, in-justice to the liberality of the State and some 
of the citizens of Mobile in building the college, it must be perpetuated 
and made to fulfil the design of its founders. 

To revive a work, however auspiciously begun, that had been sus
pended for seven years was necessarily slow of success. 
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For some years the struggle to re-establish the college was kept 
under many discouragements, but finally the light of prosperity JMI 
to dawn, and now the future of the college seems assured , Its fut 
prospects are based not only on the reasonable degree of success 
ready attained, but upon the guarantee that faithful, persistent, and 
telligent effort always brings its reward. 

Changes in the Faculty.-Of the original Fac~lty four are dead, nam1 
Messrs. N ott, Anderson, Ross, and Gordon. 

Mallett is the present distinguished ·professor of chemistry at 
University of Virginia. 

Of the remainder all are still connected with the college, exo 
Dr. Hall. 

/After the death of Dr. Gordon, Dr. Robinson Miller succeeded to 
(}hair of obstetrics. He lived· only a few years and was in turn 81 

(}eeded by the present incumbent-Dr. Goronwy Owen. 
Dr. Ross retired from the chair of materia medica some years bef~ 

his death. He was made emeritus professor and was succeeded 
Dr. E. H. Fournier 

Dr. Fournier filled the chair very ably for about eight years, al 
whilst yet in the full meridian of his usefulness fell a victim to an acu 

attack of illness and passed a way. 
He was succeeded by Dr. M. H. Jordan, of Birmingham, Ala., wh~. 

career was short and brilliant. A chronic disease ended his useful Ill 
since which time the chair has been filled by Dr. E. D. McDaniel

1 

Camden, Ala. 
Dr. Jerome Cochran, at present the able and efficient health ofll~ 

of the State, filled the chair of chemistry for several years after !l 
reopening of the college in 1868. He was then transferred to thecuw 
of hygiene and medical jurisprudence, which position he resignedafre 
several years service. 

Dr. J. T. Gilmore-a man who was rapidly making a national re~i 

tation as a surgeon-first filled the chair of anatomy after the ex~ 
cises of the college were resumed in 1868, and subsequently was tram 
ferred to the chair of surgery. His health failed and death camel! 
rob the college of his brilliant services. 

Dr. William H. Ross, now of Pensacola, Fla., dccupied for seve~ 
years the chair of anatomy, which he resigned. 

Dr. E. P. Gaines, than whom no more beloved physician ever liv~ 
in Mobile, entered the Faculty as professor of physical diagnosis ani 

clinical medicine at the re-opening in 1868. He worked with greatefr 
thusiasm in a branch of which he had made himself master, and abom 
four years ago surrendered his lif~ to a disease, the incurable nature ~ 
which he had been consciouslyand bravely facing for several year& 
He literally died with the harness on, and was universally lamentedbi 
the people of Mobile. 

Government and Present Officers.-The charter grants the college! 
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~eparate board of trustees, in whom reside the corporate powers of the 
institution. This was probably done because the college is not located 
where the other departments of the University are. 

In order to maintain the proper connection between t.he college and 
tbe University the president. of the board of trustees of the former be
comes ex o:fficio a member of the board of trustee~ of the latter. 

The officers of the college at present are as follows: 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

Hon. JOHN LITTLE SMITH, Mobile, President. 

N. H. BROUN, Esq., Mouile. General L. W. LAWLER, Mobile. 
Gentra.l J. W. WHITING, Mobile. Hon. R. B. OWEN, Mobile. 
Bishop R. II. WILMER, D. D., Mobile. C. K. FOOTE, Esq., Mobile. 
Ron. D. C. ANDERSON, Mobile. Judge H. T. TOULMIN, Mobile, 
J. CURTIS BusH, Esq., Mobile. HANNIS TAYLOR, Esq., Mobile. 
Hon. D.P. BESTOR, Mobile. H. A. SCHROEDER, Esq., Mobile. 
Ron. WILLIS G. CLARK, Mobile. Hon. LESLIE E. BROOKS, Mobile. 
HARRY PILLANS, Esq., Mobile. Hon. JOSEPH C. RICH, Mobile. 
PETER BRYCE, M.D., Tuscaloosa. CoLT. G. JoNES, Montgomery • 
.R. M. NELSON, Esq., Selma. JAMES E. WEBB, Esq., Birmingham. 

FACULTY. 

GEORGE A. KETCHUM, M. D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine, and 
Dean of the Faculty. 

J. F. HEUSTIS, M. D., Professor of Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 
GORONWY OWEN, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 

Children. 
CALEB TOXEY, M. D., Professor of Anatomy. 
W. H. SANDERS, M.D., Professor of Diseases of the E'ye and Ear, and of Micro

scopy, and Secretary of the Faculty. 
CHARLES A. MoHR, M.D., Professor of Chemistry. 
T. S. SCALES, M. D., Professor of Hygiene, Medical Jurisprudence, Clinical and 

Genito-Urinary Surgery. 
W. B. PAPE, M.D., Professor of Physiology and Clinical Medicine. 
E. D. McDANIEL, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica, Therapeutics, and Clinical 

Medicine. 
LECTURERS AND DEMONSTRATORS. 

CHARLES A. MoHR, M.D., Lecturer on Practical" Pharmacy. 
W. B. PAPE, M.D., I.ecturer on Physical Diagnosis. 
RHETT GOODE, M. D., Lecturer on Clinical and Minor Snrge.ry. 
RH~:TT GoODE, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
W. R. JACKSON, M.D., Assistant Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Oourse of Instruction.-The curriculum includes the following depart
ments: Anatomy; physiology; chemistry; materia medica, therapeu
tics, and clinical mediciite; theory and ·practice of medicine; obstetrics 
and diseases of women and children ; theoretical and clinical surgery; 
physical diagnosis and clinical medicine; hygiene, medical jurispru
dence, clinical and genito-urinary surgery; diseases of the eye, ear, and 
throat, and microscopy; clinical and minor surgery ; practical anatomy 
and pharmacy. Each of these departments bas a teacher. 

The met.hod of instruction is didactic and demonstrative. Neither is 
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the former underrated nor the latter neglected. Principles arer 
fully explained, and then impressed by demonstration !1nd pract 
application. 

The Faculty endeavor to maintain a high Rtandard of qualificat 
for graduation, and are able to point with pride to the alumni of: 
college as representatives. 

The college has ever · stood ready to unite with the other colleg~ 
the country in demanding a longer period of study for graduation, t 
remained a member of the Association of Medical Colleges, organ!; 
some years ago for this purpose, so long as the association had aui 
istence. It is still ready to meet the other colleges of the countryu 
similar effort, and hopes in the event of one being made that iti 
prove more successful than the last. To accomplish something on 
self in this direction the college advises and strongly urges her stud6. 
to attend three courses of lectures before applying for graduation,!: 
rejoices to see that the advice is being more and more followed. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

THE INSTITUTE FOR THE DEAl!\ AND THE ACADEMY FO. 
THE BLIND. 

First Organization in 1852 a Failure-Reorganized at Talladega, in 18o~ 
Fortunate Selection of a Principal-Addition of a Department jod 
Blind-Growth of the Institution-Separation of tTie two DepartmenU. 
.An Academy ff)r the Blind, and an Institute for the Deaf-Oondi~ 
and Prospects of these Schools. 

As early as the year 1852, an appropriation was made by the Generi 
Assembly for the education of the indigent deaf-mutes of Alabawa,bu 
t!:w appropriation was so hampered by limitations upon its expen[ 
ture that it was of little practical benefit. The first school in the Stak 

for these unfortunates was started at Robinson Springs, Autan~ 

County, in 1852; but it was of short duration. 
· Although each succeeding Legislature re-enacted the law, no scboo 

was· established under its provisions until 1858. At the session~ 
1857-58 the Governor and Superintendent of Education were appoint~ 
commissioners to select a location for the proposed school, and procDll 
a teacher. Governor Moore and Superintendent of Education Duval,~ 
commissioners, located the school at Talladega, and. employed, as pr~ 
.cipal, Dr. Joseph H. Johnson, of Georgia. Dr. Johnson even then b~ 
acquired much experience as an instructor of deaf and dumb pupilsal 
the State institution in Georgia, and·, in many other respects, his seled 
tion was a most fortunate one for the school, which · has ever since been 

under his excellent supervision. 
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A large and commodious buil.ding, known as the East Alabama. 
Masonic Female Institute, was rented, and in October, 1858, the school 
was begun. Twenty- two pupils were admitted the first year, eight oi 
whom were paying pupils; the other fourteen were beneficiaries under 
the provisions ofthe law. 

The ''visiting committee," consisting of seven well-known gentlemen,. 
who attended the first anniversary of the Alabama Deaf and Dumb Asy
lum, were much interested in what 'they saw,.. and reported very favor
ably upon several points which seem to have greatly impressed them~ 

The first point mentioned was the simplicity, neatness, and tasteful
ness of the pupils in person and dress, and the admirable decorum and 
prompt obedience of all of them. Second, the mental activity and close
attention manifested by the pupils. The committee say: "The quick 
eye, the rapidity. and accuracy of their written answers and correct spell-
ing, astonished us.'' In this connection the committee speak highly 
of the method of instruction adopted by Dr. Johnson. Third, the com-
mittee were much impressed by ''the pleasing and interesting exercises. 
in mute recitation and declamation by the pupils;" and, fourth, they 
"notice the eminent fitness and qualifications of Dr. Johnson for the
difficult and arduous duties required of him." 

The noble charity thus successfully inaugurated and admirably man-
aged, has been continued through all the vicissitudes which so seriously 
interfered with the common schools and the higher education in the
State. 

In 1869 the progress of the institution was reported as most satis
factory. A department for the unfortunate blind had been added 
and was ~n su~cessful operation. The attendance during the school 
year ending July 1, 1869, was thirty-five, of whom twenty-five were 
mutes and ten blind pupils. The health of the pupils was good, and 
the bmldings and grounds were in good condition. A new building 
had been erected during the year, the upper story of which was used as. 
a work room, and the first floor for bath rooms. 

The superintendent of the asylum reported that the annual approprio 
ation, eight thousand dollars, theretofore made for the institution, was. 
not sufficient for its support, mainly by reason of the additional cost in- · 
curred by the establishment of the department for the blind without. 
any increase in the appropriation. His estimate of the needs for 187(} 
was as follows: 

For the mute department ............. _ .••... _ ••..• _ ...... _ ...... _ ...... _ _ $8, 00()' 
For the blind department ........ _ .......... ___ ., . _ .. _ ... _. . • . . . • • • • • .. • • • . 4, 000· 
For musical instruments • ___ ••. _ ..... __ .... ___ •... ___ ... __ • _ .. _ • _ .. _. _ .. __ . 600 
For books and apparatus._. ___ .••••.. ___ •.. __ • _ .. _. _ ..•••• ___ .. ___ • _ . ___ .. . 400 
Forroo:fi.ng main building._ .•... _. _ ....... .- ... __ .. _ . __ . _ •••..•• _ ... _ ...• _. 1, 000 
For blinds for main building .. ___ ....... __ . _ .... _ ... _ .. _. __ •. __ .. __ ..• ___ • . . 600 
For building barns and fencing . ___ . _ . _ .• _ ... ___ ....... ___ ... __ ... ____ .. __ . 80() 

Total .. -•••..•••... - -•. - . -•.. - - -...... - -. . . - - . - - • -.. - - - -.........••• - 15, 400 
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A decade later, 1880-81, this excellent school bad grown w 
pupils, had a complete corps of instructors in both departments 

I 
was tolerably well equipped for its humane work. 

As the census of1880 showed that there were then in Alabama! 
hundred and eleven deaf-mutes and two hundred and twenty-five~ 
persons under the age ot" twenty-one, not including the pupils in 
Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Asylum, it would seem that this insti~ 

should have bad a much larger attendance. Since that period(! 
there has been a steady increase in numbers in both departments, 
the earnest solicitation of the able superintendent, there has beeu a 
aration of the blind school from the school for the deaf, but both sch 
are under the supervision of Dr. J. H. John~on. 

The corporate name has also been changed to names more in 
mony with the design of the institution. The blind school is 
called the Alabama Academy for the Blind, and the deaf and dr 
school, the Alabama Institute for the Deaf. The former bas been lor; 
in a new building erected for the purpose, about a half mile distanU 
the old building, which is still occupied by the Institute for the D~ 

There are now in attendance six.t.y-six mutes and forty-four hl 
pupils, making a total of one hundred and ten, an increase of morel! 
one hundred per cent. in eight years. 

The new building and outfit for the blind cost the State twenty·!~ 
thousand dollars, and will accommodate fift;rpupils with their attend! 
and instructors. The Legislature, at its recent session, 18~8-89,m 
provision for the complete equipment of this school and to add toi~ 
commodations. The oral class in the deaf school has proven a snoo 
and another teacher has been added to this department. The sc~~ 

room work in both schools bas been well done, and satisfactory re~ 
.are reported. The industrial education of the pupils is not quiteup\li 
'the improved methods of to-day, but the officers are energetic and 
terprising, as well as conservative, and an early advance in thisdir 
tion is confidently expected. 

The public sentiment is in favor of making these schools the equ 

of the best of their kind, and future legislators voicing that enlight~n 
and humane feeling, will be ready to vote all needful appropriation! 
secure the desired end. 

The following additional information concerning these schools I 
been kindly furnished by the principal, Dr. Joseph H. Johnson: 

THE ALABAMA INSTITUTE FOR THE DEAF. 

This institution was incorporated in February; 1860, by act on 
General Assembly approved January 27th, A. B. Moore being Gover~ 
of Alabama at the time, and Gabriel B. Duval Superintendent orE 
ucation. 

The institution was located in Talladega by the board of com~ 
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loners, which met in Talladega and organized by electing Jacob T. 
~radford president and Dr. "Villiam Taylor secretary, on the 4th day 
,f February, 1860. 
The other members of the board were James B. Martin (killed at 

)rainsville during the late war) and Marcus H. Cruikshank. 
Joseph H. Johnson, M. D., was elected principal of the institution, and 

1as held the position ever since. 
The property of the institution consists of seventeen acres of land 

;vitbin the corporate limits of Talladega, handsomely improved and 
leautified, on which are located six commodious brick buildings, includ
ng a mechanical and industrial school building, as well as school rooms 
wd boarding accommodations for one hundred and twenty-five pupils 
(value of same aboa.t $75,000). 

There are now (1889) present eighty pupils, all of them provided for 
by the State during their terms of pupilage. 

The method of teaching is what is known as the "combined" mAthod, 
by which is meant the use of the sign language-the manual alphabet, 
as well as oral and aural development. 

A principal and six teachers (two gentlemen and four ladies) com
pose the corps of instructors. 

Those in charge of the institution claim that it is a breast of the times 
in the education of the deaf. 

THE ALABAMA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND. 

This school was established in connection with the institution for the 
deaf in 1867 by an act of the General Assembly approved February 27th. 

It was placed under the control and management of the board of 
trustees of the Institute for the Deaf, and continues to be under their 
control, though now an entirely separate institution. 

Dr. J. H. Johnson .has been from the beginning, and is still, the prin
·cipal of this institution, although it is under the immediate supervision 
<>f J. H. Johnson, Jr. · 

The first teacher was R. R. Asbury, now residing in Greenville, S. 0., 
who was a most excellent and faithful instructor. He was succeeded by 
George M. Cruikshank, at present editor of the Birmingham Chronicle. 
He was followed by Prof._ GeorgeS. Walden, who died in 1885, and who 
Wa~::J succeeded in turn by the present principal teacher, J. S. Graves. 
The latter, together with two as~:sistants (one male and one female), 
constitute the corps of teachers at present. 

The property of the academy consists- of six acres of land in the 
ea~te~n part of the city of Talladega, on which are located three brick 
bmldmgs, costing $40,000. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

THE Al!.ABAl\IA INSANE HOSPITAL. 

Establishment-Capacity-Means of 8upport-.A.ppointments-Gro1! 

Treatment · of Patients-Occupat·ions, Diversions, etc.--Religio'll 
vices-Dr. Peter Bryce, the Prese'nt Superintendent . 

. This hospital was established by an act of the Legislature ap~ 
February 6, 1852, and completed and opened.to the public April~ 
It is constructed on what is known as the Kirkbride, or linear, plarr 
was at first intended to accommoda.te about three hundred pat 
Additions have since been made to the main building, and sever 
tached buildings have been erected exclusively for the colored in 
The capacity of the hospital has thus been very largely increased, a1 

buildings at present accommodate between eleven hundred and t 
hundred patients. There are to-day (June 24, 1889) one thousani 
eleven patients under treatment. The entire cost of the building 
first to last, including furniture, etc., is half a million dollars. 

The institution is controlled by a board composed of seven trm 
appointed by the Governor. I~ is supported by the State, a per a 
of two dollars and twenty-five cents per week being allowed for 
indigent patient under treatment in the hospital. Private patienu. 
those who pay their own expenses, are also received, the charg~ 
this class being twenty-five dollars per month. 

The receipts from the State for the indigent and the charges for 
paying patients constitute the entire income of i:he hospital. On: 
this income are paid all the salaries of the officers and employ~ 
all expenses incident to the care of the patients, including their ~ 
and clothing, as well as repairs and improvements on the buildin~ 
grounds of the hospital. 

The buildings ·of this mammoth institution are perfect in all then 
pointments. Connected therewith. are a complete system of WI 

works, fire service, apparatus for making coal gas, carpenter's s~ 
supplied with every kind of machinery for making doors, sashes, 
furnit.ure, blacksmith's shops, tin-shops, and a large and well-apporn 
steam laundry, furnished with drying-closets and other approvoo 
I>aratus. 

The hospital is furnished · with coal obtained from mines on itH 
grounds, which costs, when deliver~d on the premises, about onedd 
per ton. This coal is_of very superior quality for making boths~ 
and illuminating gas. The hospital building and its various anne~~ 
heated throughout by steam radiators placed in the cellars, and !Igfil 

by the gas manufactured from its own coal. 



.., 
0 
:0 

-1 
:r 
rn 
z 
~ z 
!"' 





ALABAMA INSANE HOSPITAL. 157 

The tract of l~nd belonging to· tlie hospital comprises about three hun .. 
red and fift:y acres lying immediately on ·the south bank of the Wa·rrior 
~iver about two miles east of the ·city . 9f . Tuscaloosa. The farm con
ists ~f about one hundred acres, a_nd is conducted on what is called the 
otensive system of farming; thai is to say, manures and fertilizers suit
,ble to the several_ crops are used without stint, and the ground is 
orced by skilful culture to its utmost capacity, thus yielding an abund
mt supply of vegetables for table use and also for feeding stock. 

The lawn in front of the building contains about forty acres, and is 
)eautifully laid out and adorned with grass, shrubbery, and trees. 

The management of this hospital is conducted on the most approved 
nodern principles. _ Its distinctive features are the absence of all me
}hanical restraint, and tho employment of a large per cent. of its pa
tients in useful and congenial occupations. We clip the following, touch
lug these important points, from ·the las_t report of the superintendent: 

" TREATMENT OF PATIENTS. 

"There h~s been little if any change in the-treatment of our patients 
since the abolition of all mechan~cal restraint, nearly eight years ago .. 
Every year's experience since that notable event has impressed us more 
and more forcibly of its supreme wisdom and efficacy. Our hospital 
wards have now tpe appearance of a large but well conducted family 
drcle, in which all the members are actively engaged in some useful 
work or pleasant pastime. The effect of this rational and homelike 
treatment of the patients is simply marvellous. We can now open our 
ward doors and. allow a large number of ou~ patients to go in and out 
at pleasure, with,out the least apprehension that such privilege will be 
abused. Our wards are as quiet under this system, and their inmates 
as pleasant, peaceable, and friendly' as those of any well-ordered private 
family. It is rarely the case, as our neighbors can testify, that unusual 
noises of any . kind are heard to emanate from our wards, even where 
the most disturbed and excitable classes are kept. 

"Under this sy'l3tem the abuse or rough treatment of patients . by 
nurses, of whi~h we used to hear so mucl;l, has almost ceased to occur. 
Nurses are still occasionally dismissed for dictatorial or discou.rteous 
treatment of their patients, but these offences are seldom or never of an 
aggravated character, and ·under the old system of restraint won1d 
never have been noticed. Patients are never or very rarely confined to 
their rooms except in extreme maniacal-conditions which require quiet 
and repose. As a disciplinary measure, isolation is seldom necessary 
,and, as our superviso.r's monthly reports show, is rarely resorted to.: 
The gr~at changes hi the social and industrial life of the hospital which 
have sprung up under the new regime are indeed perpetual sources of 
gratification and wonder. Truly, as visitors often say to me, we 
·observe very little that is at all distinctive in the life and habits of the 
jusane in a well conducted -asylum for their care. It would really seem· 
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that there is little if anything more to be accomplished in the cal'l 
treatment of the insane in the best of these institutions. Progl'! 
this direction seems to have caught up and kept pace with the g& 
advance. Let us see to it that we take no step backward. 

"OOOUPATION, DIVERSION, ETO. 

H Nearly all of our patients whose health permits are persnad1 

engage in some congenial and useful occupation. I do not exagg~ 
when I say that nearly ninety per cent. of our women are consta· 
engaged in useful work of some kind. The feeble, the demented, 
even those confined to their beds or chairs, will be found to have 
kind of knitting or crochet work in their hands. The rule is 
everybody must be employed. Without occupation our system of 
restraint would be a failure. .All the clothing worn by the men 
women, with the exception of a few dress suits, are made by the D[ 

and their patients. The raw cotton is carded and spun on the 
fashion spinning wheels, of which there are about twenty-five int 
stant operation. The thread from these wheels is knit into hose 
the patients, of which many thousand pairs are made every year. 
colored women are not expert at sewing or knitting, but find agre& 

. occupation in farm and garden· work. More than sixty of them 
constant occupation in out-door work of this kind, 'Yhile the othen 
engaged in the laundry, at the mangle, or in the ironing rooms. 

HIt is more difficult to find suitable work for the men than thewo[ 
and consequently a smaller proportion of them find constant em~ 
ment. The report of the supervisor, showing the number of male 
tients occupied daily during the past month (September) in the sew 
departments, is as follows: On the farm, one hundred and ninety.n1 
in the garden and lawn, twenty; with the wagons, four; in the ~itcn 
six; in the fire room, three; in the mattress shop, six; in thedairy,_tnr 
in the bakery, three; at the stables, three; assisting on the wards! 
dining room~ forty; total men employed daily, two hundred andeig! 
tb,ree. This is about sixty per cent. of the entire number of m 

patients in the hospital. 
"But as 'all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy,' we hall 

regular system of amusements and diversion in which all the pati~ 
are expected to take part. In the cool of the day all the womenr 
gaged in sewing, knitting,andotherin-door, sedentary work,aretakeD! 
by their nurses for long walks in the woods. The men also, not engai 
in out-door work, are likewise taken out at a regular hour by t~ 
nurses for exercise in the open air, and every afternoon they mar 
seen strolling over the woods or engaged in out-door games on thelal 
Every evening after an early tea the spacious amusement hal11s thro1 

open for a dance or entertainment of some kind, tn which both sro 
participate. 
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,, Religious services are conducted every Sunday afternoon in the 
chapel by the ministers of the several denominations in the city •. This 
service is always well attended and highly appreciated." 

This institution is under the immediate control and direction of Dr. 
Peter Bryce, who is a native of Columbia, S.C. The following sketch 
of thelife and public services of Dr. Bryce has been prepared for this 
monograph at the request of the Commissioner of Education: 

PETER BRYCE, M. D., ~L. D. 

Dr. Peter Bryce, who has reared an enduring monument to his fame 
by his management of the Alabama Insane Hospital, was born in Co
lumbia, S. 0., on the 4th day of March'· 1834. He is of Scotch parentage. 
HiR father, who was a successful man of business, came to America 
wheu quite young, and enjoyed ample means for giving his children 
all the advantages of a liberal education. At the age of seventeen the 
subject of this sketch was entered as a cadet at the famous South Caro
lina Military Academy (the Citadel), at Charleston, from which he was 
graduated, four years later, with distinguished honors. Immediately 
after graduation he declined a flattering offer from a prominent finan
cial institution, as he had already decided upon medicine as his pro
fession. In 1857 he became a student of the University of New York, 
from which he received the degree of doctor of medicine in the spring 
of 1859. · 

Soon after graduation Dr. Bryce went abroad and spent some time 
in th'e hospitals of Paris, where he gained much experience that has 
been of service to him in his subsequent career. On his return to 
America-having previously determined to make a specialty of nervous 
disorders-he was connected for a short time, in an official capacity, 
with the Insane Hospitals of South Carolina and New Jersey. On the 
organization of the Alabama Insane Hospital, in 1860, he was elected 
superintendent, a position that he has held continuously and with signal 
ability to the present time. He entered upon the discharge of the duties 
of his difficult and responsible position at the age of twenty-six, per
haps ,the youngest· man ever called to the superintendency of an insane 
asylum in America. 

The record of the Alabama Insane Hospital, which has grown from a 
small beginning to be confessedly one of the large8t, best equipped, and 
b~st managed charitable institutions of the country, is a part of the 
history of Alabama. But it is not the purpose of this sketch to trace 
Its development. However; it will not be amiss to note here that its 
promint·nt place among the great charities of the world-a model for 
other similar institutions-is due in a large measure to the fact that Dr. 
Bryce was one of the first alienists to recognize the principle of non
restraint as the correct one in the treatment of insanity. Years ago he 
became convinced that judicious employment could be successfully sub-
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~tituted for confinement, and he began at once to displace all 
.appliances that had in former times been considered necessary 
..strain the violence of patients. The results have been even mon 
isfactory than Dr. Bryce himself had ~oped. 

While Dr. Bryce has devoted his best energies to the upbuildt 
the great institution over which he presides, he has found time to 
fully abreast of the march of scientific research, and he has, from 
to time, given to the public· papers that have challenged theatre 
,of the foremost thinkers of the day. A few years ago he read a1 
·on The Nature and Origin of Mind before the Alabama Medical 
sociation, at Mobile, which was afterwards published in the Po1 
-Science Monthly, and attracted .the most favorable notice from the1 
.and the public. In July, 1888, he read another paper on Morai 
·Criminal Responsibility before t)le National Conference of Cha: 
.and Corrections, at its annual meeting in Buffalo, N. Y. This 1 
was widely read and favorably com,mented upon on both sides ol 
Atlantic. 

Dr. Bryce has held many positions of honor, among which m 
·mentioned the presidency of the Alabama Historical Society andol 
Alabama Medical Association. He i~ now president of the Commi1 
-of Lunacy, appointed under a recent statute of Alabama in referen~ 
the trial of insane criminals. He was summoned as an expert tot~· 
oin the trial of Charles J. Guiteau for the killing of President Garl 
but was prevented from being in Washington at the required tim! 

.pressing duties to the institution over which he presides. A few1 
.ago the trustees of the University of Alabama, in recognition o! 
:services which Dr. Bryce has rendered to science, conferred upon 
the degree of doctor of laws. 

Dr. Bryce is a man of commanding appearan(}e and attractivet 
·ing. . His features beam with good-humor and benevolence, and in 
manners there is an irresistible magnetism. He is a gracefulpn 
speaker, as well as a forcible and fluent writer. He is accompli1 
·.socially as well as intellectually, and carries spirit, vivacity, and~~ 
-fellowship with him into every social circle in which he n~oves. 

Dr. Bryce married Miss Ellen Clarkson, a lineal descendant of 

.-great Thomas Boston on her father's side, and of George Herriott, 
built the celebrated George Herriott Hospital, on her mother's 
:-She is one of the most charming and accomplished women of her 
In 1887, Dr. Bryce, accompanied by Mrs. Bryce, enjoyed an exten: 
European tour-a vacation which his long years of devotion to tn~ 
.stitution over which he presides had justly earned. 
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DENOMINATIONAL COLLEGES AND 
SEMINARIES. 

CHAPTER·!. 

There are a number of colleges an<J schools leading to the higher ed- . 
ucation in .Alabama, supported by or under the control of church or
ganizations, among which the Baptist and Methodist denominations 
take the lead. Some of these 8Chools are of high character, and are well 
established and doing good educational work. 

The Baptists have Howard College, for male students, the Judson 
Female Institute, at Marion, a seminary taught in the old Capitol build
ing in Tm;caloosa, and other minor schools for girls. The Methodists 
have the Southern University, located at Greensborough, now a pros
perous and well established college for young men, enjoying the full con
fidence of the large denomination controlling it; an admirable seminary 
for girls, called the .Alabama Conference Female College, located at 
Tuskegee, a prosperous academy for girls in north .Alabama, and other 
female schools in difterent portions of the State. The Episcopal denom
ination has a flourishing school for young ladies at Montgomery, cHlled 
Hamner Hall. The Presbyterians have a theolog-ical school for train
illg colored preachers at Tuscaloosa. 

The Catholics have a Jesuit College at Spring Hill, and the .Academy 
(Vf Visitation, near Mobile, for the education of girls, besides a number 
of other schools of lesser grade in Mobile and other cities in the State. 

The colored .Baptists have a school at Selma, called Selma Univer
sity, which claims to have a theological department for preparing young 
men for the miniRtry; a normal department for the training of teachers; 
a. grammar school department; an industrial department; and also a 
department of music. 

In the succeeding chapters more particular mention is made of La 
Grange College, at Florence, tioward College, at Birminglmm, Southern 
University, at Greensborough, and S·~. Joseph's College, at Spring Hill, 
for male pupils; and Judson Institute and Alabama Conference Col
lege, for females. 

163 
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CHAPTER II. 

SKETCH OF LA GRANGE COLLEGE, BY HON. JAMFi 
SAUNDERS. 

Founding of La Grange College-Robert Paine, its First President-~ 
Officers-Professor Tutwiler-Distingui~hed Alumni. 

Between the removal of the Indians from Alabama and the infiQ 
wealthy and· well-educated planters there was no tra.nsition perir• 
hunters and herders. Hence there was very early in the histor: 
the State a demand for institu.tions of learning. La Grange Col 
was the second ·established by the Methodist Church in the Sont~, 
first being Augusta College; in Kentucky. It went into operatio1 
1830. It was located at J.Ja Grange, North Alabama, and cond~, 

upon what has been callt!d the "monastic" idea, . which require 
healthy site and as. much sequesterP-d from the haunts of men asv• 
ble, where a steward's ball and dormitories were required for thei 
sistence of the students. Its site was upon a mountain from whoseh 
stretched a magnificent valley of great fertility, dotted over with : 
dwellings of cotton-planters. But the location was inhenmtlydefecn 
and although of great benefit to the public was not satisfaetoryto 
founders. It had no endowment and little or no local patronage. 
required the most strenuous efforts of the Conference to sustain it. 'Th! 

ablest ministers, such as McMahon, McFerrin, Hanner, and others,wt 
separated from their legitimate work in a vain a~tempt to sustain[ 
institution, and it was finally removed to Florence, Ala. 

Its subsequent success, under the presidency of Rev. Hi chard HJ 
ers, show.ed the wisdom of the removal; in 1861, at the breaking on! 
the War between the States, it bad two hundred and twenty-five& 
dents and graduated the large number of thirty-three; it had a cleart 
dowment of fifty thousand dollars and was out of debt. Duringf 
War this endowment was lost, and after several ineffectual attemt 
to keep the college open its doors were closed, and its founders becK 

ing completely dhmouraged it was actually given to the State. II 
now a flourishing State normal school. 

Robert Paine was the first president of La Grange College. He~: 
born in Person County, N. C., November 1.2, 1799. The ancestoroft 
Paine family was Dr. James Paine, a London physician, who emigrali 
to America in 1699 and settled inN orth Carolina. His son RoberHi 
also a physician and commanded a company in the Revolutionary Wr 
His son James was a man of culture, educated at the U niversitJi 
North Carolina, and of large wealth; he removed to Giles County, :~or 
in 1814. Robert (the pr1)sident), his son, entered the Methodist mmJ~. 
before he was eighteen years of age and had wonderful success. ~ 
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was an orator by nature, had an imposing person, a fine voice, a correct 
taste, and great force of character. When he assumed the duties of 
president of La Grange College, he devoted himself to. its prosperity 
with .an ability and zeal which perhaps have never been surpassed. Its 
'commencements became, under his skilful management, places of resort 
for people of culture in the Tennessee Valley. From Huntsville to Tus-
·,cumbia the young and the old, the grave and the gay, collected on this 
·mountain on these occasions. The undergraduates were all made to 
contribute to their interest by the 1·ecital of speeches and dialogues, 

:eloquent, humorous, and satirical, the larger portion of which emanated 
from the versatile brain of its president. What a pity that they were 
not preserved! They would form a volume more popular than many 
which have ·gone through ~everal editions. 

The department in the college specially assigned to the president 
was geology and moral science. La Grange was a good loca.tion for 
the study of the former. Here were petrified forests, bluffs showing 
successive strata of rocks, and "vast unfatbomed caves." In one of 
these, the perpendicular descent into which was nearly one hundred 
feet, he spent twenty-four hours without sleep, and brought out many 
beautiful specimens. · 

But it was in the section of moral science that he left the enduring 
impress of his strong mind and great heart. Sometimes ministers 
who become professors in colleges, in their . effort to become all mind, 
have crystallized into a syllogism. But not so with President Paine. 
''Once, in 1839, he was lecturing the Senior class on the Evidences of 
Christianity. He attacked Hume with arguments at once terse and 
strong. He opposed his errors with all the power of inexorable logic, 
and then employed his. own illimitable satire and bl~ghting sarcasm 
With powerful effect. Then he appealed to conscience in a manner so 
sincere, so tender, and so touching as to move some of the class to 
tears. To the minds of this intelligent class the boasted argument of 
Burne was the merest begging of the question, and the great philoso· 
pber, like a stranded ship, was left to sink in the muddy waters of 
error. Conviction affecting reason and conscience was produced, and 
from this lecture a revival spread through the college. Nearly every 
student was moved. It embraced· every class and almost every indi
vidual. I do not think there were more than six in the college who re
mained unconverted." This account is given by Rev. R. H. Rivers, 
?·D., in his History of Robert Paine, D. D., Bishop, etc. But there 
IS one fact connected with this revival which I do not remember to 
have seen on record. . When the door was opened for the reception of 
members into the ch-urch, President Paine addressed the young ~on· 
verts, many of whom were sons of parents who belonged to different 
evangelical churches in North Alabama. He said that the sons of 
Methodists were expected to join the church of their parents; but he 
would earnestly ad vise the students whose parents belonged to other 
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churches to consult them before becoming 1\'Iethodists. This was an: 
tration of the unselfish character of the. man, and was higllly apP' 
by the public. 

Although he presided over the college for nearly seventeen Jean 
was always sent as a delegate to the General Conferences of his cu~ 
and, in 1844, when that great body was divided into two churcu~ 

thA subject of slavery, he was made chairman of a committee ofni 
the ablest men of the Conference (although he belonged to the mi!h 
party in the church) to consider the question and plan of separn~ 
This was a marked. tribute of respect to his wisdom and pruden~ 
plan was reported unanimously by this committee, which upon a~1 
to the Supreme Court of the United States bore the scrutinH 
ablest judges. 

In 1846 President Paine was elected a bishop of the MethodistCn1 
South, and continued until bis death, in 1882, a conspicuous memb 
the board of bishops. He gave a happy direction at the start to 
question of the relation of the colored Methodists of the South to 
church, insisting upon their being set off in a separate body. II 
worked like a charm, and instead of growing up feebly under thesl 
of white preachers, the colored mhtisters are beginning to show 
ability even beyond what Bishop Paine predicted. 

Rev. Edward Wardsworth, D. D., succeeded Dr. Paine as presidenl 
La Grange College in 1847. He was born at New Berne, in Northf, 
olina, in 1810. He became a Methodist preacher, and waR statiOJia 
Randolph-Macon College, where he entered as a pupil and was gni 
ated in 1839. He served as president at l.;a Grange for five years,wl 
be resigned and again entered the travelling connection. He was a( 

wards appointed to McKendree Church at Nashville, the mostiruporo 
one in the Tennessee Conference. Then he was elected a professor 
Southern Unh-ersity at Greensborough, where be remained until 
death, in 1882. He was a sound scholar, but more distinguishedfor 

· abilities as a preacher. 
Prof. J. W. Hard6e was elected president of La Grange Collegi 

the resignation of President Wardsworth. He was a Georgian 
birth. He was graduated at Randolph-Macon College about 
year 1836, and was ·afterwards called to the chair of mathemal 
and natural sciences vacated by Professor Tutwiler. Professor Ha~ 
was very highly esteemed by the professors as a scholar and a P~ 
dent. He died in 1852. 

Rev. Richard H. Rivers, D. D., succeeded him as president. Hev. 
born in ~Iontgomery County, Tenn., in 1814. He is living at the~ 
of seventy-five years, alt.hough an invalid. He has leu a life of m~ 
usefulness in various departments. He was a member of the firstcl 
which graduated at La Grange College in 1835. Since then he bas, 
sided over a number of colleges, both male and female, and has pur 

all over the South who are deeply attached to him. As early asl~ 
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,1e was elected professor of ancient languages in La Grange College 
wd continued in this position until 1843, when he was elected presi
Jent of the Jfemale College at .Athens. He organized this institu
tion, which has since been and is now so useful. He made speeches 
:and raised money to erect the college buildings. He made the speech 
at the laying of the corner-stone, and nurtured it into a great pros
perity. In 1843 he was called to the presidency of Centenary College 
in Louisiana, and in 1.851 was called back to rescue his al1na mater from 
a decadency which resulted from its location. He firmly advocated 
,its removal to :Florence, and there brought it, as bas been said above, 
into a state of gre-at efficiency. In 1860 be had the misfortune to have 
one of his legs broken, and when the War opened he took charge of 
a male academy in the interior of Alabama, at Summerfield. After the 
War he returned to his old home at Somerville, Tenn., where he was 
at the same time pastor of the Methodist church and president of the 
female college at that place. He was afterwards called to the presi
dency of Logan College, at Russell ville, Ky. After several years' service 
here he was stationed as a preacher at some of the prominent places in 
Alabama and Kentucky. For several years past he bas preached in 
Louisville. An accurate educator, a learned and eloquent minister, 
full of fervor and unction, and a writer of correct taste and style, he 
has been very useful and distinguished. 

Besides the excellent Life of Bishop Paine, Dr. Rivers bas written 
a number of articles on early educators, and many . othe:f subject~ of 
interest. 

Edward D. Sims was one of the first professors in La Grange College. 
· As soon as it was...organized he was made professor of ancient languages. 

He was a Virginian, had been a student at the University of North 
Carolina, and had graduated at Randolph-Macon College. He waR a 
scholar, a gentleman of refined manners, and a preacher of the Method
ist tDhurch. .After serving here for about two years, he was transferred 
to a professorship at Randolph-Macon College. After several years .he 
resigned, and for two years he travelled in Europe, and perfected his ed
ucation at its great universities. Upon his return to America in 184i, 
he was elected to the professorship of English literature in the Univer-
sity of ~labama, which he held until his death, in 1845. · 

William W. Hudson was also a professor of the first Faculty of La 
Grange College and occupied the chair of mathematics. He was sub
sequently elected to the same chair in the Universit.y of Alabama and 
served from 1833 to 1837, when he resigned: 

Dr. Harrington was called to the chair of chemistry in the first Fac
nlt!. He. was a young man of the first order of ge~ius and had just 
fimshed h1s medical education. He served the college from 1830 to 1834 
~hen he resigned and settJed in Florence. · Here he had a large prac~ 
tiCe for some years, until he bad the m1sfortune in a street fight to kill 
a gentleman of that place. He then moved to New Orleans where he 

. ' 
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died. Dr. Harrington was an artist (as well as a scholar) of mncl 
cellence. One of his paintings in oil may still be seen in the pari 
Mrs. McMahon, of Courtland. This pictur~ was a very life-like rr 

sentation of an eagle swoopingdown on a fox that is making stren 
efforts to escape. It was painted during the canvass for the Pres!~, 
in 1840, between Harrison and Van Buren, and was not only prono~ 
a work of high art by competent critics, but having an allegoricalm 
ing, was carried by the Whigs at the head of their processions, wnt 
called forth cheers of great delight to them and of great chagrin!~ 
Democrats. 

Collins D. Elliott was born in Ohio, was graduated at .Augusta' 
lege, Kentucky, and was teaching a classical school at La Grange1 
the college was located there. As soon as it was organized he 

placed over the preparatory department. When Professor Sims resi1 
he was elected in his stead .professor of ancient languages, in w 

capacity he served until 1838, when he was transferred to them~ 
matical chair vacated by Professor Hudson, in which lle continued~ 

'1839. In both departme'nts he was laborious, punctual, and sncce1: 
In 1839 Professor Elliott (now D. D.) was called to take cltargeor 

Nashville Female Academy, jointly with Dr. Lapsley, and iu184!llr 
came its sole president. Under his management this jnstly popula1 
stitution prospered greatly, and its numbers increased from two huw: 
to three hundred pupils. .At length it had to. succumb to tlte stre~ 
war, and its president. went South as a brigade chaplain. 

Prof. William H. Ellison was a South Carolinian ant.l a son-in-la' 
Bishop Capers, of the Methodist Church. In 1833 he was called to 

. chair of mathematics to fill the place of Professor Hudson, who bee 
a professor in the State University. Professor Ellison was a1 
scholar and a man of quiet manners and great discretion, and inl 
was elected president of the Female College at :Macon, Ga., saiu 
have been the first of its kind in .America. He· held this positio11 
many years, and at an advanced age be taught a classical8choolatCI 
ton, Ala., where he died. 

Dr. Thomas Barbour, a man of fine education and courtly mannt' 
was elected professor of chemistry in 1836. He was a son of theH 
Philip T. Barbour, of Virginia, who was for many years a very pro: 
nent member of Congress, and then a judge of the Supreme Court 
the United States. Dr. Barbour gave great satisfaction to tbe stud& 
and the Faculty. He became professor in the Medical Oollegeatl 
Louis, Mo., and died there about middle age. 

In the same year the first professor of modern languages was eleclt 
Henry Masson,. from Paris, in France. He was i1ighly educated,~: 
was a gentleman of polished manners. He spoke the English Ian~u:l 
fluently. Professor Masson had no fixed religious views. Presidt 
Paine was anxious to make him a Protestant. On one occasion!: 
president was commenting on the frauds in regard to relics. The ~1 
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fessor replied, "Yes, Meister Paine, I was in an old church once, wher6 
tlte priest showed me one leetle vial fttll of Egyptian darkness." r.rhis 
caused a good deal of merriment, and closed the discussion for that <lay. 

Of the early educators of Alabama, considering the breadth of his 
scholarship aud the length of time he served the peopl~, one of the 
most distinguished wa.s Henry Tutwiler. He was a Virginian, and 
took his degree of maHter of arts at the University of Virginia. I 
had supposed, until recently, that he was one of the. two first who 
graduated at that institution; but my friend, Professor Mallet, the 
emiueut chemist there, at my request, examined the record and cor
rected my error. "Professor Tutwiler was a stud~nt here in the first 
year of this University. He remained as a student here for six con-

. secutive sessions, but he did not take his degree as master of arts 
until J nly, 1835, apparently returning here for that purpose. There 
was one M.A. at the commencement of July, 1832, five in 1833, seven 
in 1834:, an1l again seven in 1835, those of this last year being Fred. W. 
Coleman, of Caroline; Thomas T. Bouldin, of Ch.arlotte; John B. 
Lynch, of Tennessee; Augustin S. Magill, of Winchester; Andrew R. 
McKee, of Charlottesville; Francis S. Sampson, of Goochland; and 
Heury Tutwiler, of Rockingham." 

Mr. Tutwiler was then professor of ancient languages in the Univer
sity of Alabama. When this institution, magnificently endowed, and 
having· on its board of trustees some of the ablest men of the State 
(snell as Gov. John Gayle, Thomas Fearn, Nicholas Davis, Dixon H. 
Lewis, aud S. W. Mardis), was set in operation in 183l, they searched 
through all the colleges of the land for the most competent ·teachers. 
The fame of young Tutwiler had g-one abroad and he was .elected one of 
its pro~essors. Public expectation, in his case, was fully realized. He 
served until 1836, when he resigned and accPpted a professorship in 
Howard College, where he continued for two years. In 1840 he was 
elected professor of mathematics and chemistry at La Grange College, 
then under the presidency of Robert Paine . . When that gentleman, 
with his great administrative ability and his wonderful tact in the man
agement of southern young men, was appointed a bishop, the professor 
(like many of the friends of the c'ollege) became discouraged, andre
signed llis professorship. This was in 1847. This was greatly regretted 
by the patrons of the institution. "Professor Tutwiler's standing as 
a 8cholar and a teacher (says Professor Mallet) was deser\e(.lly very 
?igll, especially in the classics, Greek a~d Latin; as you say, che~
Istry was comparatively a simple subject in the period of his chief 
activity." 
~rofessor Tutwiler then established his school at Greene Springs, 

WhiCh became so celebrated. It wa.s a boarding sehool for uo~r s and 
young men. It was, I believe, the first of its kind ever established in 
Alabama. It was a sort of unchartered or prfvute colleo·e · aud in its 

k" b ' Wor mgs it was more like a eollege tllau a high school for the element-
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ary teaching of boys. This was especially the case while he had 1 
ciated with him that thorough scholar Prof. Carlos G. Smith, 
sound intellectual and moral training this school had no super!s 
the South. From first to last its reputation for excellence sufl'er~ 
decline. After the War its patronage, of course, waned, but it 1 

kept up until, in 1885, it ended with the life of its founder, Henry! 
wiler, who for more than half a century labored in the cause of ea1 
tion in Alabama. He was seventy-seven years olrl when be died, 

Carlos G. Smith, M. D., LL. D., was born in Virg·inia, where he 
ceived his early education. He graduated at the Nashville Univer, 
often called the University of Tennessee, which has long been extt 
He was immediately elected a member of the Faculty of til at instituf. 
a strong proof of his scholarship. He remained here for two years, 
was afterwards a teacher of the classics and mathematics in a~~ 

school at Nash ville. He then studied medicine in the Medical Oollegi 
Louisville untill842, when be was elected professor of ancient la.ngua. 
in La Grange College. ·He served there four years in the palmiestd! 
of the college, and then resigned, having been seized by a desire 
become a physician. He went to the University of Pennsylvania.,! 
in 1847 graduated in medicin~. Strange as it may appear, by their 
he was fully equipped for success in that profession, he began to I~ 

for his old pursuit, and joined his friend Professor Tutwiler in cond~ 
ing the Greene Springs School. Here he taught for four or five yer 
when he was invited to take charge of Greene Academy, in Huntsl•r[ 
Ala. He remained in Huntsville teaching until1859, when he bou1 
the Mountain Home property, south of Courtland, Ala., and theret 
tablished a boarding school for boys and young men, which did Wt 

until1863, when it was broken up by the War. He retnrned to his~ 
home at Huntsville after the War and taught a classical school uul 
1874. He was then elected President of the University of Alabam1 
where he continued until 1R7R. In 1878 Dr. Smith took charge , 
the Female Seminary at Livingston, Ala., and continued there un[ 
worn down with work, he resigned and moved to Palatka, in Flori~ 

where he now resides, having spent fifty years of his life in serving!~ 
public. Such men I have generally found pure and good. And astt 
the past we have the testimony of the ages. In England beforetru 
general diffusion of letters, in her two ancient Universities, the h!g~a 
branches of education were not called the '' classics," but the "burna~ 

ities," because the study of them tended to refine the student and~~ 
render him gentle and humane in an age marked by violence andrap!nt. 
If virtue and intelligence be really the best surety for the perpetuityffi 
popular institutions, there is no class of public servants who morericnl) 
des<'rve a pension than the faithful teacher who has spent a life-time!t 
his noble vocatiou. 

Associated with Smith, Tutwiler, and Rivers, on the Faculty of!J 
Grange College, was Dr. Joseph M. Towler; he was a graduate oft~ 
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college. His colleagues regarded him as a good teacher, not only in 
the classics, but in mathematics. He studied medicine, going to Europe 

· twice for the benefit of the ablest instruction in his profession. He 
became an eminent physician and surgeon at Columbia, Tenn., where 
he died during the last year. He practised medicine there for forty 
years. . 

La Grange College, during- its life of thirty years, exercised a great 
influence for good, not only upon the youth of Alabama, but on those 
of several contiguous States. I will mention a few of the alumni who 
have achieved distinction: Amongst the ministers were the Rev. Will
iam R. Nicholson, now a bishop of the Reformed Episcopal Church ; 
Rev. Joseph E. Douglas, for a long time engaged in the work of edu
cation; Dr. C. W. Bell, one of the most distinguishe4 ministers of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Among the lawyers and states
men, Ed ward A. O'Neal, the impetuous brigadier-general and the elo
quent lawyer, who bas been Governor of Alabama; Col. Henry 
Ohambers, of Mississippi, a statesman of distinction; ''the versatile 
Jeremiah Clemens, the rival of Yancey, both a poet and a novelist, a 
politician and a lawyer, a writer and a speaker ;" he was Senator from 
Alabama in the Congres~ of the United States; William B. Wood, 
the learned lawyer, the able judge, a.nd the earnest minister of the 
gospel; William M. Byrd, justice of the Supreme Court of Ala
bama; "no State has ever boasted a purer citizen, a nobler man, a 
gentler Christian, nor an abler jurist ; " '' Bon. Henry C. Jones, the able 
pro$ecutor and eloquent advocate, the terror of evil doers and one of 
tbe most respected citizens of Alabama; " David P. Lewis, who was a 
lawyer of extensive attainments and a speaker of exquisite taste. 
Amongst physicians, we may mention Dr. J. W. Towler, who long stood 
at the head of his profession, one of the brightest lights in Tennessee; 
Dr. Thomas Maddin, of Tennessee, the gentleman and skilful phy
sician, the worthy pupil of so distinguished a teacher as President 
Paine. Unfortunately no regular catalogue has been preserved. It 
might bring to my memory many other distinguished pupils of the in
stitution. 
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CHAPTER III. 

HOWARD COLLEGE. 

Organization of a Baptist Seminary in 1834-Howard College Chari· 
and Located in Marion in 1841-De.r;troyed by Fire in 1844-Reblli 
1846-A.gain Burned in 1.854-Rebuilt in 1858-Sad E:tfect of the( 
War on the College-Removal of the Institution to Vicinity of Bil'~ 
harn_:_Erection of New College Bu·ildings-Peculiar Advantagesoj 
College. 

At an early date Alahama BaptiRts were deeply impressed witn 
importance of the education of the young men of the denominaf. 
particularly such as had the ministry in view, and of these theyt .. 
an especial interest in those who were too indigent to educate tfi, 

selves and yet were resolved on preaclling to lost men the wa1 
salvation. 

In 1833 the Baptist State Convention appointed a committee of! 
''to establish in Alabama, a seminary of learning on the manualla[, 
plan, for the education of indigent young men called to the minisk 
This committee located the institution on a farm, purchased fort 
purpose, about a mile east of the town of Greens borough. In18341 
convention resolved that the institution should have both a Iiterf 
and a theological department, and provided for itsincorpora.tion ast 
Alabama Institute of Literature and Industry. In 1835 the truslt 
reported to the convention the appointment of a professor of mau 
matics and a professor of theology, and that there bad been builtf' 
dormitories (one-story buildings with two rooms in each), a dining roo. 
and a professors' honse. Owing to the prevalence of a sentimentamm 
the friends of the enterprise that the location was unfavorable and!. 
plan of the institution unwise, in 1838 the property of the institutioH
sold and its exercises discontinued. 

The convention of 1841 resolved to establish a college of high 01~~ 
with a theological department attached, and provided for the admiss~: 
of miuisterial students, after examination as to talents, piety, call toll 

. ministry, license by their churches, etc.; for rai:sing an ample endowm~ 
and a fund for buildings and apparatus; and for opening both lire!8!. 
and theological departments without charge for tuition. They accepk 
the building and lot offered by brethren in Marion, Perry County, 31 

pointed a board of trustees, authorized the board to conduct in~ 
building a classical school until a certa.in portion of the endowme!: 
should be secured, provided the convention be involved in no expen& 
by the school, and then engaged in earnest prayer for the blessing~ 
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God upon the great enterprise. During this year a charter for Howard 
College was obtained from the State Legislature, and a classical school 
was opened by S. S. Sberman and Solon Lindsley. 

In 1843 the work of endowment had made such progress as to justify 
the trustees in electing Rev. J. Hartwell professor of theology, S. S. 
Sherman literary professor, and a teacher in the preparatory depart-
ment. 

On the lOth of May, 1844, the college building was destroyed by fire. 
The library wa.s saved, but the apparatus was seriously damaged. The 
college exercises were continued in the Baptist church and in a dwell
ing near by, the kindness of the citizens in large measure overcoming. · 
the inconveniences of the situation. 

By the munificent liberality of the citizens of Marion, a new building 
was erected in October, 1846. This new structure cost thirteen thou
sand dollars and contained offices, a laboratory, recitation rooms, and 
dormitory. A complete college curriculum had been adopted, a full 
Faculty organized, and the institution was thoroughly equipped for a 
new beginning. 

In 184:8 a promising class of young men were graduated. Since that 
time, year after year, with the exception of the years of the War, suc
cessive classes of young men have borne off the honors of the college, 
and have gone forth to fill high places in the learned professions and 
to occupy honorable stations in the church and state. But while the 
college has been blessed of God in being made an agent of great use
fulness, and has won distinction among the literary institu.tions of the 
eountry, it has been subjected, at different times, to the blight of adver
sity. "In October, 1854," writes a distinguished Baptist minister, 
"when its prospects were bright, and its friends were buoyant with 
hope, it suffered from a serious disaster which again checked its progress. 
In a most mysterious way it was destroyed by fire. All the college 
property was thqs lost, yea, all was lost save faith in God and love for 
His cause. As ten years before God bad enabled His people to erect a 
new structure upon the ruins of the former, so a movement was again 
undertaken in the same direction. College exercises were conducted . 
in the Baptist church as before." In response to the demands of the 
college, liberal contributions were speedily made for the erection of a 
new' structure. · A more eligible lot was provided through the generosity 
of an alumnus of the college and a member of the fit'st class of graduates. 

The exercises o( the session of 1855-56 were conducted in a large 
dormitory erected on the new site. In 1858 the main college edifice, 
containing a chapel, library, laboratory, apparatus rooms, society halls, 
president's office, recitation room, and a second large dormitory had 
been completed, at a cost of forty-five thousand dolJars. These were 
rapidly filled ~ith students. The apparatus-chemical, philosophical, 
and astronomical-at tbis time in possession of the college cost more 
than five thousand dollars, and was a good outfit for those times. 
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rhe following extract is from the report of the committee on edw 
of the convention of 1858, written by a distingui~hed alumnus r 

college, who had cause to know whereof he spoke: 
"The standard of scholarship at this institution is as elevatech 

of any college in the land, the abilities of its professors for th1: 

spective duties unquestioned, its libraries and apparatus suffici~. 

every practical purpose, and already has it sent forth a host of! 
men who are occupying enviable· positions in the various depart[ 
of society." 

The board of trustees reported to the convention of 1860 ava[ 
property t9 the amount of two hundred and sixty-four thousanu 
hundred and ninety-nine dollars. and eighty cents. 

"And now, upon the heels of this brief season of great prosperitr 
encouragement, comes the most terrible stroke of adversity yetsuff: 
In 1861 the War robbed the college of three of its professors and: 
than forty students, and before its clo_se but one member of its Far 
was left jn charge of its interests. When the War ended, it wasf, 
that with its effects it bad destroyed the entire property of the cor 
except the buildings with their contents and the lot. Yet not ex 
so. An institution of learning bas possessions in the afl'ectionsol 
friends, in the hearts of all who rightly estimate the good it see~ 

acoomplish, whose value can not be reckoned in dollars and~ 
Howard College, in its prostrate condition, bad resources Ieftin 
fertile brains and unconquerable energies of those to whose man 
ment it was left, and in the favor of Divine Providence, which eua: 
it to arise in strength and still do noble service in the cause of educal 
and for the denomination to which it belongs." 

Notwithstanding the Joss of its endowment, the college exm!· 
have been regularly continued since the year 1865 to the present,· 
cessively under the administrations of Presidents J. L. M. Curry, F. 

Thornton, Samuel Freeman, J. T. Murfee,1 T. I. Dill; and B. F.Bi 
For seventeen years Dr. T. I. Dill,· the eminent professor of thel 
and Greek languages, has been the senior member of the Faculty, 
during the year 1887-88 was dean of the Faculty. 

The .Alabama Baptist State convention, at Union Springs, Ala, 
July, 1887, acting through a committee, removed the collegen 
Marion, Ala., and located it at East Lake, near Birmingham, in 
expectation and with the assurance that it would again be rich!J 
do wed. 

1 Dr. Murfee, formerly" commandant" at the University of Alabama, wbene! 
to the presidency of Howard College, was in the fnll vigor of manhood an~ 0~ 
the most enlightened, progressive, and zealous educators in the State. To bJso; 
ing energy, great administrative ability, and personal attention to the work, t~eco., 
is chiefly indebted for the prosperity which was largely developed and sustawea 
ing his incumbency of the office. Dr. Murfee opposed the removal of the college.[ 
Marion to East Lake, and when it was determined on, resigned the office ofpr~ 
and established a military academy in the old college buildings, which is nowJn~ 
oessful operation. 
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PLAN, WORJ.{, AND INFLUENCE OF HOW A.RD COLLEGE. 

From the preceding account it will be seen that the institution has 
had a very eventful history-its buildings twice burned, but each time 
re-erected on a more ample plan, and, lastly, its property swept away 
by the results of the War. At the beginning of the War it held two hun
dred thousand dollars in interest-bearing notes. These notes were paid 
in Confederate money, which was not employed, and finally became 
worthless, and such notes as remained unpaid, with few exceptions, lost 
their value, owing to the general poverty of the country. Still, as is 
stated, whiJe wholly without endowment, the college was maintained, 
and for many years it carried on its work, and kept abreast with the 
State institutions, owing to the excellence of the moral and intellectual 
training furnished, which secured for it a liberal patronage. 

The governing principles on which the college is conducted, as 
briefly set forth · in one of its yearly catalogues, may be stated as fo]
lows.: 

"It has a system of government which preserves order, secures good 
morals, stimulates all to diligent study, and trains to those habits of 
promptness, punctuality, and industry which are essential in business 
and professional life. It has a system of rewards for encouragement of 
scholarship, and, what is most important in maintaining the thorough
ness of its work, no degrees, honors, or promotions are conferred except 
011 the basis of attainments. 

"The course of study is divided. into the following distinct schools: 
"I. School of Latin. 
"II. School of Greek. 
" fii. School of modern languages. 
''IV. School of English. 
"V. School of modern science. 
"VI. School of mathematics. 
"VII. School' of chemistry, geology, and mineralogy~ 
"VIII. School of natural philosophy and applied mathematics. 
"IX. School of civil engineering. 
"X. Business school. 
"XI. School of military art and science. 
''The degrees conferred are those of bachelor of science (B. S.), bach

elor of arts (B. A.), master of arts (M. A.), and the diploma of civil 
engineer (0. E.). 
· "Theconditions of admission are, evidences of good moral character, 
and certificates of honorable discharge from the institutions of which 
applicants have been previously members. The expenses for each term, 
~or general students, including tuition, board, room, servants' hire, wash
mg, etc., have heretofore amounted to somewhat over one hundred dol
lars, the sons of ministers having the privileges of the college at reduced 
rates. The general plan prescribes a careful daily examination of the 



176 HISTORY OF EDtJCATIQN IN ALABAMA. 

performance and conduct of each student by the professors and h 
ers, weekly reports being made to the president, from which 1 
quarterly reports are made to parents or guardians. 

"There are in connection with the college two literary societies.. 
Philomathic and the Franklin. These societies, provided witb1 

selected libraries, are regarded as valuable aids to the student. 
"It may be claimed for Howard College, that the moral and intellect 

impression which it has made during its career bas not been surpaa 
by that of any other educational institution in the State. It is asSil 
that, of all its students, not one has proved to be a bad man. So 

as is known,· all have adopted careers of usefulness with success. 
moral and social surroundings at Marion were undeniably of the 
order, while the col1ege has always had among its students a goo 

number of young ministers, whose influence has been salutary upon 
other young men. While its discipline has always been directoo 
morality and the development of a pure manhood, the demands 
mental work have been too exacting to allow time for the growln 
vicious habits." 

Howard College bas sent forth a number of men who have risen 
great distinction. The State has never had an abler preacher thanl 
late Dr. Samuel R. Freeman, of Jefferson, Tex., who was one of1 
early graduates of the college. Dr. William Howard, of Austin,~ 
is a:iwther graduate, and is a very able man. Dr. William N. Reer1 
of Eufaula, Ala., whether as preacher or banker, ranks confe~ 
with the finest intellects in the State. The rare capabilities of Dr. 

B. Hawthorne, of Atlanta, are widely known. Dr. G. D. Lyon,profe& 
of Hebrew and Assyrian at Harvard College, Cam bridge, Mass., In 

a professorship in that celebrated institution as his first work, whl 
he still holds with eminent distinction. Dr. J. R. Sampey is prof~ 
of Greek and Hebrew at the Baptist Theological Seminary at Low 

ville, Ky. Very many other ministers of the gospel wlw have gone1 
. from Howard College are holding positions in Alabama and o!l 
States with scarcely less emineBce than those mentioned, as, fort 
ample, Rev. W. Wilkes, of Sylacauga, Dr. J. C. Wright, of Oxfor 
Rev. J. S. Dill, of North narolina, J. H. Hendon, of Texas, andoth~ 

And not less distinguished have been many of the graduates ofHo 
ard College in secular pursuits. Of those may be mentioned Ron.J~ 
M. McKleroy, of Anniston, and Judge John P. Hubbard, of Troy. 
has been observed, to appreciate the importance of Howard College 
Alabama, we have only to look around in ever.v direction to seell 
standing of those who have been educated there-preachers, teach& 
lawyers, doctors, statesmen, military men, merchants, and farmers. 

REMOVAL OP HOWARD COLLEGE. 

Without any endowment, and on the strength of the superior m& 

of its work, Howard Colh~gn bas for a number of years held itsplw 
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mong the chief etlucational establishments of the State. Neverthe
~ss, it has been acutely felt that the QOllege could not continue without 
n endowment, and this conviction has received additional strength 
rom the recent ordering of the trustees of the State University that 
e11ceforth at that institution tuition should be free to all students from 
ue State, thus creating a formidable competing influence. Under 
bese circumstances, at the Alabama Baptist State convention, held at 
~irmingham in .July, 1886, a committee was appointed to confer with 
and companies and with the citizens of the principal towns in the 
3tate, to ascertain what inducements and donations would be offered in 
riew of the establishment of Howard College on one of their respective 
1ites. This committee reported at the convention held the year after 
bat various inducements had been presented. The most eligible ap
Jearetl to be one on the part of the East Lake Company, and another 
'rom Anniston. After a searching· examination the East Lake propo
lition was fiually accepted, by which it was believed tllat there had 
Jeen secured for the permanent endowment of Howard College, .money 
md pr0perty amounting to nearly two hundred thousand dollars, which, 
vith the prospective enhancement of values, and assured liberal con
;ributions from other sources, would furnish one of the most splendidly 
~quipped institutions of learning in the country. Th·e offers, some de
lending on tile selection of East Lake, and others specifying only the 
~boice of a site in the neighborhood of Birmingham, were as follows: 
!from the East Lake Land Company, a donation of sixty acres of land 
1t EastLake, valuec.l at eighty-five thousand dollars; from the Walker 
Land Company, fifteen acres of land, valued at fifteen thousand dollars; 
from the citizens of East Lake, land estimated to be worth thirty 
thousand and seventy-five dollars; from the Lakeside Land Company, 
Gwenty acres, valued at ten thousand dollars; from the citizens of 
Woodlawn, land and money amounting to ten thousand dollars ; from 
thecitizensofBirmingbam, in money, twenty thousand dollars-making 
a. total of one hundred and se,·enty thousand and seventy-five dollars. 

THE TEMPORARY COLLEGE BUILDINGS AT EAST LAKE. 

~he temporary college buildings, completed in October last, in com
pliance with the terms of the agreement with the East Lake Land Com
pany, c?st eight thousand dollars. They include seven recitation rooms, 
over tbtrty sleeping rooms, with a dining hall, kitchen, and other apart
ments essential to tile boarding department. From the interesting 
account of a visit paid to the college in its new home. in November 
la t bl' · · 8 

' pu tshed In the Alabama Baptist we gather that at that date 
ili ' ere were some one hundred and fifty-seven students in attendance. 
Although pending the erection ofthe permanent buildings the students 
lack certain ad vantages and ~om forts, the work of the college is going 
brave.ly ?n; the societies hold their meetings, and the institution is in 
an effective working state. 

8i9--No. 3--12 
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During the first session Prof. T. J. Dill, LL. D., was elected 1 
board of t.rustees dean pro tempore of the college for one yoo· 

August, 1888, he was succeeded by Rev. B. F. Riley, D. D., oW 
ton, Ala. 

THE PERMANENT BUILDINGS. 

The permanent buildings at East Lake, which win have twobm 
feet front, will be in every way worthy of one of the most imporb 
stitutions of the State. The design, which is the joint producl 
two well-known architects, Messrs. L. B. Wheeler, of New Yon 
John Sutcliffe, of Birmingham, Ala., is singularly successful in a& 

the dignity of a great building, and, with the most picturesque r 
of outline, creating the impression of a whole, and not of an assem 
of parts. Two large and imposing structures, the main building a 
dormitory, united by an arcade, form a noble central mass, subo11 
to which are, on one side, the science hall, with a conspicuous 1 

and on the other the dining hall. The style, which is descri~ 

"American Renaissance," adopts freely the features most suita~ 

the purpose, the merit of the composition being in t.he fitness of 
part and the consequent harmony of the whole. Thus the soliQ 
the base, emphasized by the massive arches and dwarfed pillar~ 
tht•ir broad capitals, gives strength and importance to thew hole strn; 
while the alternatiOn of circular and horizontal lines in the win 
and the variety in chimney, roof, and spire, show the skill of m 
architects in making a large structure a harmonized as~emblageof 
tiful incidents, and not an ugly monotony. We add a few details 
mensions of the respective buildings, etc.: The main building is 
one hundred and sixty by seventy-one feet, and three stories hig~ 
estimated to cost fifty thousand dollars. The pile of buildings i! 
mated to cost one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollar.s. The 
building will contain six class-rooms, twenty by thirty feet eac~~ 
class-room having a professor's room attached. It will also coutai 
offices of the president and the secretary, and a library thirty by! 
feet; likewise chapel, to seat six hundred, eighty-one by sixty fee\ 
two stories high, and two literary society rooms, fifty by thirtr 
each. The entrance hall .will be thirty by thirty feet. The dinin~ 
will be thirty· three by fifty . four feet. Science hall will contain t 
ical laboratory, forty-six by forty-six feet, for thirty-six studen~ 
fessor's room, balance room, etc. The dormitory, besides having! 
accommodations for students, win · contain reception parlors an~ 
fessors' rooms. 

The exterior material wi~l be of p_ressed brick, relieved by~ 
other marbles ; the interior will be finished in hard wood, the corn 
being of tinted marble. The building will be heated and ventilalt 
the Snead system. The contract for the foundation of the main~ 
ing was awarded to Allen & Taylor, Birmingham, and work ha6 
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begun and is being vigorously prosecuted. The buildings already 
allltded to will be as rapidly built as practicable. 

PECULIAR .A.DV ANT AGES OF THE COLLEGE. 

Located within six miles of the city of Birmingham and connected 
with it by rapid dummy transit, its friends claim that the stud(3nts have 
all the advantages of a large city without its disadvantages: Situated 
also in the heart of the mineral regions, and within easy reach of the 
founderies and manufactories, ample facilities for scie-ntific research are 
~fforded. These, taken in connection with the social, moral, and relig
ious advantages aftorded, give to Howard College incalmilable benefits 

·as a seat of learning. 

CHAPTER IV. 

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY. 

Southern University is located at Greensborough, and was established 
by the Alabama Confere}!ce of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 
It was designed to be an institution of high grade, and to embrace in its 
fcnrriculnm a full and liberal course of literary, scientific, and religious 
'culture. The better to enable it to accomplish these ends, it was 
founded upon a broad basis aud liberally endowed. The University 
'was incorporated in January, 1856. 

Rev. Robert Paine, Rev. James 0. Andrew, Rev. Edward Wadsworth, 
Rev. Jefl'ersou Hamilton, Rev. Thomas 0 Summers, Rev. Archelaus H. 
Mitchell, Rev. Thomas J. Koger, Rev. Christopher 0. Calloway, Rev. 
Joseph J. Hutchinson, Rev. Joshua I. Heard, Rev. Philip P. Neely, Rev. 
Lueins Q. 0. De Zampel't, Rt·v. Henry W. Hilliard, Rev. Thomas Y. 
Ramsey, John Erwin, Gideon E. Nelson, Robert A. Baker, John W. 
Walton, Thomas M. Johnson, Gaston Drake, Thomas W. Webb, Au
gustus A. Coleman, and Luke W. Goodman are named as trustees in 
the act of incorporation. 

The first regular meeting of the board of trustees was held in Greens
borough on the 17th day of March, 1856. Rev. Bishop Paine was 
elected president, and Bon. John Erwin vice-president of the board. 
Steps were immediately taken to carry out the provisions of the 
charter. On the 11th day of June, 1856, the corner-stone was Jaid, and 
on the 3d day of October, 1859, the balls of the University were thrown 
~pen for the admission of students. From that time until the present 
Ita doors have remained open, with the exception of the session of' 
1864-65. 

'~h.e firRt Faculty was composed of the following gentlemen: Rev. 
Wilham M. Wightman, D. D., LL. D., chancellor, and professor of 



180 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN ALABAMA. 

biblical literature; Rev._Edward Wadsworth, A.M., D. D., profe 
of moral philosophy; Oscar F. Casey, A.M., professor of ancient 
guages; Rev. J. C. Wills, A.M., professor of mathematics; N.J. Lup 
A.M .• professor of chemistry; Rev. J. A. Reubett, A.M., profeSSQ 
modern languages and Hebrew; J. A. Gatch~ A.M., adjunct profe 
of mathematics. Rev. C C. Calloway was financial and endowm 
agent. It was largely through his efficiency and energy that 
UniversitS buildings had been erected and paid for, and that it be 
its course of usefulnesR with an active endowment of two huoo 
and forty thousand dollars. It suffered in con:imon with all the So 

from the late Civil War: and its large endowment was almost a~ 
loss. Patronage was diminished by th(j financial reverses of the p~ 

After the retirement of Rev C. C. Calloway, Rev. R. R. Hargrn 
Rev J A · Heard, Rev. Jefferson Hamilton, and Rev. W. I. Powen 
ternately became the agents of the University. But, with all t~ 

earnestness and zeal, their success was comparatively small, and 
years the history of the institution was made up of a long and hen 
struggle with poverty, difficulties, and discouragements. 

In the spring of 1866, Dr. Wightman was called to the ''ot 
and work of a bishop in the church," and in July of that year he I 
dered his resignation. From that time until July, 1871, Dr. Wadswo 
acted as chairman of the Faculty. At that time Dr. Wadsworth! 
Professors Wills and Lupton withdrew from the institution, andR 
Allen S. Andrews, A.M., D. D., was elected president and professm 
moral philosophy. Oscar F. Casey, A.M., was continued in thee~ 
of ancient languages; Rev. JohnS. Moore, A.M., was elected prof~ 
of mathematics; Thomas 0. Summers, A.M., l\L D., professor ofch1 
istry; and David M . . Rush, A. M., and Rev. Robert T. Nabors, A. 
were elected adjunct professors in the departments of mathematics-! 
ancient languages. 

The administration of Dr. Andrews was a success, the enro~ 
being greater t~an at any former period in the history of the Univers1 
H~ organized the School of Medicine, which .continued in operat 
for the three following sessions, and g~aduated a number of youngn 
to the degree of 'doctor of medicine. His connection with the insti 
tion ended in July, 1874. Rev. JohnS. Moore, A. M., was chairmaD 
the Faculty during the ensui.ng year. In July, 1875, Rev. Luthet 
Smith A. M., D. D., was elected president and professor of moralp 

. losoph~y. The following Faculty was associated with Dr. Smith: B 
J. H. Hopkins, A.M., M.D., professor of chemistry; Rev. Josiah~' 
A. M., D. D., professor of English literature and history; 0. F. Oas 
A. M., pr·ofessor of ancient languages; Hev. John S. Moore, A. 
D. D., professor of mathematics; Charles A. Grote, A. M .• professOJ 
modern languages; anll Charles Lane, A. B., principal of the prepB 
wry department. Professors Casey and Lane remained in connect 
with the institution only during the session of 1875-76, and w 
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succeeded by Prof. Clarence M. Verdel, A. M., and Arthur W. Sm 
A.M. 

Rev. W. J. Powers was at this time endowment agent. He Ia~ 

faithfully, but owing to the difficulties in his way, be attained on 
small measure of success. The labors of Dr. Smith closed wit! 
death, which occurred in July, 1879. At the ensuing commencem 
in 1880, Rev. Josiah Lewis, A. M., D. D., was elected chancellor. 
co-laborers were Rev. John S. Moore1 A. M., D. D., professor of m 
em a tics; C. M. Verdel, A. 1\L, profe&Sor of natural science; 0 
~rote, A. M., professor of modern languages; Rev. F. 1\T. Pete1 
A.M., B. L., professor or ancient languages; and Prof. W. P. Stott,B 
principal of the preparatory department. 

Dr Lewis retired from the University in December, 1881. Nopm 
dent was elected at the ensuing commencement. The fortunes ofl 
school seemed to be waning, and the outlook was extremely disconn 
ing to its friends. · But during the following year effective measm 
were taken for its rehabilitation. The charter was so amendeda!l 
constitute the institution the joint property of the Alabat11a and Non 

Alabama Conferences. In July, 1883, Rev. A. S. Andrews, A. M.,D.~ 
was again called to the presidency; at once· confidence was insplra 
and the· church, in fact the whole Christian public, rallied to thesup~ 
of the University as they had n~ver done before. During the ye 

1883-84 the institution numbered one hundred and six matriculam 
in 1884-85 the number was one· hundred and twenty-seven; during~ 
year 1885-86, one hundred and seventy-one; in 1886-8-7, one hundn 
and ninety-two; in 1887-88 the patronage increased to two humin 
and twenty-five; a.nd at the opening of the spring term of the pre.~e 
session, 1889, the school numbered two hundred and fifteen matric 
lates. Rev. Dr. W. C. McCoy was elected agent in 1884. He wass1 
cessful in securing a considerable amount, of productive endowme1 
which has been safely invested, and during his agency he repairedru 
greatly improved the buildings of the University. 

In 1888 Rev. James 0. Andrew succeeded Dr. l\icCoy in the agenc 
and during the year he has had unusual success. Be is a man ofgre 
personal magnetism, is iu all respects fitted for the delicate and difficL 
work that he has in hand, and the omens of complete success hal 
greatly cheered the friends of the institution. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church South is strong in Alabama,nnn 
bering more than eighty thousand communicants; mauy of tbeseru 
rich men, who could individually endow the University and neverf~ 
the loss of the bequest .. The school is becoming more and more a nece 
sit~r to the church and to the State. It is sending out from its ballsl 
instruction annually bands of educated and trained young men whoru 
taking their. places in the front ranks of society, each one to become, 
centre of light and Christian infiLlence. More and more is the lessonl 
Christian culture spreading throughout the State, and the sentiment 
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constantly growing that mere intellectual culture is not sufficient; the 
heart must be educated, the whole man must be developed, to fit him for 
the highest duties of state and church. Many of the noblest men of 
the age have been educated in this way. The Governor of Alabama; 
Thomas J. Seay, is an alumnus of Southern University, and her sons 
are eYerywhere taking rank among the first scholars and men of the 
country. 

The buildings, grounds~ literary societies, libraries, museum, and 
laboratory furnish the facilities for thorough collegiate and scientific 
instruction, and the board of trustees is making arrangements to add 
to the present · full curriculum schools of civil engineering and phar
macy. 

The board of trustees is as follows: Rev. A. H. Mitchell, D. D., Rev. 
T. F. Mangum, D. D., Rev. J. M. Mason, Bon. P. G. Wood, Ron. S. H. 
Dent, F. M. Peterson, M.D., Rev. J. 0. Keener, J. H. Y. Webb, Rev. U. 
S. McGehe, Rev. V. 0. Hawkins, A. C. Miller, Rev. J. B. Stevenson, Rev. 
S.M. Hosmer, M. V. Henr_y, Rev. A. Monk, D. D., Rev. A. B. Jones, 
11. D., J. L. Rison, B. B. Comer. 

The present board of instruction consists of Rev. A. S. Andrews, 
A.M., D. D., LL. D., professor of mental and moral philosophy; C. A. 
Grote, .A.M., professor of natural science; Rev. F. ~1. Peterson, A.M., 
B. D., professor of ancient languages; Rev. J. A. Moore, A. M., Ph. D., 
professor of mathematics; Rev. J. F. Sturdivant, A.M., Ph. D., profes- · 
sor of history and English literature; C. A. Grote, A. M., professor of 
modern languages; Rev. W. B. Giesler, A. B., principal of preparatory 
department; E. ·L. Brown, B.S., assistant professor of natural science 
and Latin; N. A. Pattillo, B. S., tutor in mathematics; H. C. Howard, 
B.S., tutor in mathematics; L. L. Smith, A. M., tutor in Greek. 

The officers are: Rev. A. S. Andrews, president; Prof. C. A. Grote, 
treasurer, Rev. F. M. Peterson, secretary; Rev. C. A. Rush, A. B., 
superintendent of Hamilton Hall; Rev. J. 0. Andrew, A.M., agent; 0. 
C. Hand, .A. M., librarian. 

OHAPTER V. 

ST. ,JOSEPH'S, OR SPRING BILL, COLLEGE. 

The College of Spring Hill, or St. Joseph's College, is one of the 
oldest and best known institutions of learning in the State, and beyond 
the 8tate, in Louisiana, Mexico, the island of Cuba, and in Central and 
~onthern .America, it ·is probably better known than any other college 
m the United States. 

It was founded in 1830 and chartered in 1836 by the Legislature of 
Alabama, with all the rights and privileges of a University, and em~ 
powered to confer academic honors. 
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It was established by the Roman Catholics and is under the control 
of the ''Society of Jesus," and its directors, officers, and professors, au 
belong to that ancient fraternity. While the public worship of the in. 
stitution is that of the Catholic religion, pupils of other denominations 
are received, provided they are willing to "c~onform to the exterior 
exercises of worship." 

Under date of August 20, 184:0, the college was empowered by Pope 
Gregory XVI to grant degrees in philosophy and theology. 

The college buildings are well located on rising ground, a'lwut five 
miles from the city of Mobile, and at an elevation of one hundred and 
fifty feet above the level of the sea. This elevation and the surround. 
ings giving it almost continually refreshing breeze~, make the Ioca. 
tion both pleasant and healthy. A large unfailing spring at the foot 
of the hill supplies abundant water to a beautiful pond, wherein stu. 
dents may lave and swim at pleasure. 

The college is well supplied with books and apparatus, and the 
courses of study are varied and extensive. There are three courses of 
instruction, the'' Preparatory,"· the" Classical," and the" Commercial." 

The Preparatory course is completed in one year, and embrace:s spell· 
ing, writing, and the elements of English grammar, history, geography, 
and Christiau doctrine. It is designed, as the name implies, to fit the 
younger students to enter a class in either of the higher courses of 
study. 

The Classical course is intended to occupy six years, and is arranged as 
follows: First year, inferior grammar class; second year, middle gram· 
mar class; third year, superior grammar class. 

To these classes belong a graduated teaching of the Latin, Greek, 
and English grammars, with corresponding oral and written exercises, 
and easy essays in composition, hesides instruction in history, geog· 
raphy, arithmetic, declamation, and Christian doctrine. 

Fourth year, belles-lettres; fifth year, rhetoric. In these classes
fourth and fifth years-besides the Latin and Greek branches, special 
attention is given to analysis, and to descriptive, narrative, poetical, 
and oratorical composition; also to algebra, geometry, plane trigonom· 
et.ry, surveying, anrl to the evidences of religion. 

Sixth year, philosophy; mental philosophy is taught in Latin, and em· 
braces logic, metaphysics, and ethics; 1 natural philosophy, in its vari· 
ous branches; .chemistry; natural history; spherical trigonometry; 
analytical geometry. Astronomy and the higher mathematics also be· 
long to the instruction of the sixth year. 

On a satisfactory examination in the studies of this c~urse, the stu· 
dent is entitled to the degree of bachelor of arts. A second year of 
philosophy at the college, attended with success, or a two years' practice 

1 This information is derived from the annual catalo~ue of Spring Hill College for 
the year 1887-88. 
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in a learned profession, entitles a bachelor of arts to the degree of 

master ofarts. 
The Commercial course covers four years of study. The first three 

years · correspond with the first three of the classical course, except that 
Latin and Greek are omitted, and that, in the second year, an ele. 
mentary course of natural philosophy is added. The fourth year cor. 
responds with the fifth and sixth years of the classical course, Latin 
and Greek excepted, with the addition of special studies in pure and 
applied mathematics, natural philosophy, and chemistry. Book-keeping, 
penmanship, French, German, Spanish, and Italian form separate 
courses, all but the first two being at the option of parents. 

The ages of admission are from nine to fifteen years. Students can 
not be withdrawn during the session, except for reasons approved by 
the president. The ordinary charges per session of ten months are: 

Entranc~ fee, first year only .•. --··--------------·-------------- •• ------· .•.•.. $15 
Board, tuition, washin~, bed, and bedding-----··-----.------·------- •. ·----··· 300 
Medical fees ..• _ ••••••••.••••...••••• _ ••.• - •••.•••••.• - •••..••••• -.. • • . . . . . . . . 14 

Total - - - •••. ---- •.• - -- ...... - •. - - - •••• - • - • - • - -•••. - -·-- •. - - • - •. - ••• - . -.... 329 

Advanced students pay ten dollars for the use of the philosophical 
apparatus and supply of chemicals. 

The graduation fee is ten dollars. 
The following extra charges are made for drawing and music, at the 

option of parents: Drawing, per month, five dollars; piano, per month, 
eight dollars; violin or flute, eight dollars; vocal music, four dollars; 
brass instruments, four dollars. 

Students wbo spend vacation at college are charged eighty dollars 
each. 

There are several societies, religious, literary, and musical, con-
. nected with the,college, over each of which some member of the Faculty 
presides. The religious societies are: Sodality of the Immaculate Con
ception of the Blessed Virgin, Rev. Nicholas Davis, S. J., director. 
The object of this society is stated to be "to cultivate among its mem
bers a religious spirit and the pr~ctice of devotion to the Mother of God." 
Sodality of the Holy Angels, Rev. Albert Wagner, S. J., director 
"This society has for its object to foster a spirit of filial love to the 
Blessed Virgin, the Queen of Angels, among the younger students, and 
to encourage them to the practice of virtue and piety." Altar Boys' 
Association, Mr. Daniel D. Donelan, S. J., director, which is designed 
"to add solemnity to divine worship, and to cherish in the hearts of its 
members devotion to the Blessed Sacrament." . 

There are two literary societies, the Senior and Junior. They have 
for their object ''the cultivatioQ of eloquence by means of debates, 
dramatic readings, and declamations." Rev. Henry C. Semple, S. J., 
is director of the Senior, and Mr. Edgar·Bernard director of the Junior 
Society.· 
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The Philharmonic Societies are two in number, and are also called 
Senior and Junior. Rev. J.D. Whitney, S. J., ispresidentoftbe Senior, 
and Mr. Louis Bashnal, S. J., is president of the Junior society. 

Besides the societies named, there are the College Orchestra, the 
College Choir, the Billiard Room Association, and the Reading R~om 
Asso~iation, each under the direction of an officer of the college, show· 
ing that even in the diversions and amusements of the pupils the officers 
participate, and, by their presence, exercise a wholesome restraint, if 
need be, preventing over-exertion or undue license. 

As a stimulant to ·proficiency and good conduct, the directors have 
instituted the '' Gold Medal" and other prizes, which are distributed an
nually among the students according to their standing, except that the 
prize for "good conduct" is awarded by a vote of the students, with 
the approbation of the Faculty. 

Among the members of the Faculty of this institution no one has left 
a higher reputation than Father Dominic Yenni, S. J. 

He was professor of Latin and Greek, and among the fruits of his ex
perience and labors are his L :1tin and Greek Grammars, which have 
come to be extensively used. 

From February, 1847, to July, 1888, he was connected with the insti
tution, and was one of the most learned members of his order. 

He was born at Vorarlberg, in the Tyrol, January 1, 1810, and died 
July 8, 1888, in the seventy-eighth year of his age, and the fifty-eighth 
of his religious life. He was an accomplished musician, and the last 
years of his life were solaced by the charms of its companionship. 

The Hight Reverend A. D. Pellicer, Bishop of San Antonio, and the 
Right Reverend Dominic Manney, Bishop of Mobile, were tutors in this 
institution, and among the most distinguished of its alumni. 

The names of the existing board and Faculty are as follows: 
Board of trustees= Rev. David McKiniry, S. J., president; Rev. John 

D. Whitney, S. J., Rev. N. Davis, S. J., Rev. Joseph Roduit, S. J., Rev. 
H. C. Semple, S. J. 

Faculty: Rev. David McKiniry, S. J., president; Re\7
• John D. Whit

ney, S. J., vice-president, prefect of studies and discipline, professor of 
mathematics; Rev. Nicholas Davis, S. J., secretary, English, math
ematics; Uev. Joseph Roduit, S. J., chaplain; Rev. Gratian Jordan, S. 
J., treasurer; Mr. PatrickS. Walsh, S. J.,professorofmentalphilosophy 
in classical course; Rev . .Albert Wagner, S. J., professor of physics and 
chemistry, mathematics, French; Rev. Henry C. Semple, S. J., rhetoric; 
Mr. Edgar Bernard. S. J., belles-letters, penmanship, librarian; Mr. 
Joseph C. Arnold, S. J., first grammar class; Mr. Daniel D. Donelan, 
S. J., second grammar class, book~ keeping, third grammar class; Mr. 
William A. Wilkinson, S. · J., English, mathematics; Mr. Henry S. 
Maring, S. J., professor of lllental philosophy in superior commercial 
course, Latin, French; Rev. William Tyrrell, S. J., first commercial 
class, Spanish; Mr. Louis Bashnal, S. J., second commercial class, Ger-
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man; Rev. Bernard Magu~re, S. J.,- third commer~ial class; Mr. Ama. 
deus L. GuyoJ, S. J., preparatory class. Assistant prefects of disci. 
pline: Rev. Bernard Maguire, S. J.; Rev. William Tyrrell, S. J.; Mr. 
Joseph P. Arnold, S. J.; Mr. Louis Bashnal, S. J.; Mr. Edgar Bernard· 
S. J.; l\fr. Henry S. Maring, S. J.; 1\ir. P~trick S. Walsh, S. J.; Mr: 
William A. Wilkinson, S. J.; Mr. Auguste Staub and Mr. Joseph Bloch , 
professors of music; Mr. Paul Bondousquie, professor of drawing; J. 
F. Heustis, M. D., attendant physician. 

An examination of the catalogue of 1.887-88 shows that there were 
one hundred and eight students in attendance, distributed according 
to residence, as follows: From Alabama, twenty-four; Louisiana, forty . 
.five; Mississippi, eight; Georgia, six; Florida, four; Pennsylvania, 
two; Texas, four; City of 1\'Iexico, twelve; Guatemala, one; British 
Honduras, one ; Spanish Honduras, one. These figures show the cos. 
mopolitan character of Spring Hill College. -

ALUMNI. 

In the year 1869 the college buildings were burnt, and together with 
them were destroyed the records of the preceding years. The history 
of the college and its students was thus lost. To gather information 
about them has therefore become a matter of no small la.bor, as great 
numbers are dead, while others are dispersed in a manner that seems 
to defy all attempts to trace them. The following list of alumni, pre· 
pared for this monograph by Rev. J. A. Hogan, S. J., does not there
fore completely represent Spring Hill's' past, but contains as many 
names as it was possible for l!im to collect in the brief time he had at 
command. 

Ron. Samuel D. McEnery, Governor of Louisiana; Ron. Henry C. 
Knobloch, lieutenant-governor of Louisiana; Ron. Davidson Penn; 
lieutenant-governor of Louisiana; Bon. Barnett Gibbs, lieutenant-gov
ernor of Texas; Hon. Edward Bermudez, chief justice of the State of 
Louisiana; Bon. George A. Gallagher, justictj of the suprenw. court of 
.Arkansas; Bou. N. B. R. Dawson, of Alabama, speaker house of repre· 
sentatives. and U. f?. Commissioner of Education. To these may be 
added some thirty j ndges of local courts. 

The number of lawyers (besides the distinguished names above men· 
tioned) goes beyond one hundred and twenty. Of these, well known are 
~he names of Felix Voorhies, Louisiana; J. Semple, New York (assist
ant city attorney); Alcee Villere, Louisiana; Lucien Marrero, Louis· 
ian a; Duncan Harris, New York;. Gibbs l\iorgan, Louisiana; Duncan 
Campbell (son of Judge Campbell), Louisiana; L. Claiborne, Louisiana; 
Henry Rives, Mississippi; Ferreol Perrodin, Louisiana; W. Cahalan, 
Ala.bama; R. H. Fries, Alabama; Allen Hooker, St. Lon is, Mo., etc. 

The list of doctors goes beyond sixty. Of these, well known are Drs. 
Ch. Curell, Lo~isiana; Rhett Goode, Alabama ; W m. Ross, Alabama; 
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N. Luckett, Mississippi; N. Gourrier, Louisiana; Jno. Duffel, Louis. 
iana; C. Archinard, Louisiana; J. Hirshfeld; Alabama; Ch. Whelan 
Alabama; Wm. Harnan, Louisiana; 0. Fazet, Louisiana; E. Poincy: 
Louisiana. 

Teachers: Profs. R. A. Hardaway, University of Alabama; Jno.Mc. 
Auley, University of Louisiana. In various other colleges as professors 
or principalR: Th. Torre (Della), Charleston; F. Mader, New Orleans· 

' George D'Aquin (vicomte), New Orleans; E. Durel, New Orleans; N: 
Landry, .New Orleans; J .. O'Brien,. New Orleans; C. Aitkens, New 
Orleans; R. Sevier, Jefferson, La.; M. Quinn, Mobile; J. Burke, 
Augusta, Ga. · 

EditorR or occasional writers: J. Brady, Vicksburg; Th. Raby, 
Houma, La.; Rev. J. Comes, New York; J. Augustin, New Orleans.; 
Paul Robert, Mobile; Walt. Robinson, New York; Alex. Roach, Yazoo 
City; Henry O'Meara, Alabama; L~ Demouy, Mobile, Ala.; John M(} 
Auley, Pensacola; H. Cochran, Alabama. -

Noted in other ways: . General D. H. Higley, Mobil~, Ala.; Col. L. 
Armand, New Orleans; Col. E. Dubroca, Baton Rouge, La. ; Col. D. 
Penn, New Orleans; Col. R. M. Sands, Mobile, Ala.; Ron. George W. 
·Nott, postmaster, New Orleans; Ron. Os~ar· Arroyo, secretary of state, 
Louisiana; Hon. L~ Claiborne, M. C.; Bon. E. Hart, State senate, 
Louisiana; Ron. Leslie Brooks, State senate, Alabama; Ron. Numa 
Augustin, State senate, Louisiana; Bon. Alphonse Hurtel, Mobile, .Ala.; 
Chas. Maurian, New Orleans, chess-player of national celebrity; Paul 
Morphy, New Orleans, king of chess-players. 

Clergy.-To the above may be added eighty members of the clergy, 
<>f whom two became bishops and founders of dioceses, namely: Rt. 
Rev. D. Manney, of Brownsville, Tex.; Rt. Rev . . A. Pellicer, of San 
Antonio, Tex.; and four became prelates: Very Rev. M. McFeely, 
-prior of St. Hose's Dominican Monastery, Kentucky; Very R.ev. J. F. 
O'Connor, S. J., president of College of Immaculate Conception, New 
{)rleans; Very Rev. J. Brislau, S. J~, president of College of St. Stan· 
islaus, Macon, Ga.; Very Rev. C. O'Callaghan, administrator of the 
diocese of Mobile . 

. We :find as members of the staff of Spring Hill College a certain num· 
ber of1.1ames well known to the public: Rt. Rev. M. Portier, first pres· 
ident, bishop and founder of the dioceses of Alabama and Florida; Rt. 
Rev. M. Loras, second president; bishop and founder of the dioceses of 
Minnesota and Iowa; Rt. Rev. J. Bazin, third president, bishop of the 
-diocese of Indiana; Rt. Rev. J. Chalons, domestic prelate to the Pope; 
Most. Rev. F. Leray (profe~sor), archbishop ofNew Orleans; Very Rev, 
J. Ladaviere, administrator ofthe diocese of Ne~ Orleans, and known 
to history for having bqrne to Paris the famo'Usbull of excommunica· 
tion against Napoleon 'Bonaparte, for which he was expelled from 
France; Very Rev. J. Bellier, founder of the -College of St. Gabriel, 
Vincennes, Ind.; Rev. R. Hoiaind, s. J.-, authorof a work on political 
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economy; Rev. D. Yenni, S. J., author of a Greek grammar and Latin 
grammar; Rev. A. Cornett~, ~· J.? sava~t,_ a~d author of various trea
tiges; Rev. J. Stare, S. J., d1stmgmshed hngmst; Mr. N. Hart, author of 
au English grammar; Mr. R. D. Williams, author of poems on various 
subjects; Mr. A. Jewett, afterwards a distinguished physician of Paris, 
France; Mr. J. F. Young, afterwards colonel in the Union Army; Mr. 
N. J, Nicollet, author, astronomer, geologist. 

CHAPTER VI. 

JUDSON FEMALE INSTITUTE. 

Brief Sketch of its Origin and History~Buildings ·Destroyed by Fire
Preparations for Rebuildino-Present Condition and Prospects of the 
SckooZ. · 

'!'his school was founded by public spirited Christian gentlemen of 
\he Baptist denomination, resident in Perry County, Ala. The first ses
aion opened January 7, 1839, in a modest, two story wooden building 
thirty by forty feet, with two small wings. Professor Milo P. Jewett 
was the first president; General Ed. D. King was president of the board 
oHrustees, William Hornbuckle secretary, and Langston Gorce treas
urer, A small beginning was made by the enrolment of forty-seven 
p~pilS• The numbers grew rapidly, so that at the end of the second 
ten months' session there were one hundred and eighteen pupils, and 
at the end of the third session one hundred and fifty-seven. In two 
and a half years a house, answering all the demands at that time, -had 
been constructed, which ~as unsurpassed by any school building for 
girlsin the South. It was _ supplied with apparatus, a library, and a 
cabinet of minerals. A uniform was adopted and a form of discipline 
decided upou. 

There is not a vestige now of the original buildings. They were first 
replaced by three handsome three-story brick edifices joined by two-story 
wings, forming an imposing structure two hundred and forty by one 
hundred and twenty feet. These buildings occupied the highest ground 
in Marion. Before them spread a large and beautiful lawn, enclosed in 
evergreen hedges and ornamented with pleasing grass plots, brbad and 
graceful walks, and shade trees, flowers, and shrubs. The buildings 
were well furnished, · both for domestic and school purposes, and liber
ally supplied with apparatus and musical instruments. Gas, manufact
ured on the premises, gave an abundant supply of light, and water· 
works, also the property of the school, conveyed water to every floor of 
the building. . 
. Since the notes for this sketch were made, a few weeks ago, the beau

tiful and commodious structures briefly described herein, suffering the 
fate of their predecessors, have been entirely destroyed by fire. So 
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this renowned and excellent female seminary, though still clothed wit 
beauty, sits in ashes. 

But thanks to the nerve, zeal, an~ ~evotion of its board of trus~ 
nobly sustained _by its multitude of friends, the buildings have bem 
rebuilt upon a larger and more elegant plari, and are _now readyf[ 

. use, and will be occupied at the session commencing in October of th 
present year (1889). The new buildings _are greatly superior to tho~ 
which they have replaced, in plan, construction, and finish, and area1 
honor to the liberality of the citizens of Marion and the friends of til! 
institution.1 

Meanwhile, thanks to the public spirit and libe.rality of citizens o' 
Marion, tlw exercises of tl1e scl1ool have been progressing regularly, a~ 
the classes being taught as usu~l. 

The Faculty has grown from six to sixteen. The course of studyb~ 
been made to comprehend four foreign lang·uages and the other subjec~ 
of a liberal education, a wide rauge of subjects pertaining to a practic,qJ 
ont-, and some of the industrial arts. The branches taught in the colle 
giate department require four years' study; there is· a music course~ 
six years, and an art course of three years. Aptness, thorough pre~
aration, and diligence will enable a pupil to aecomplish the workof 
any of the departments in much less than the prescribed time. 

The school e1ijoys the privilege of a charter from the Legislatureof 
Alabama. It is the property of the Alabama Baptist State Convention, 
also a corporate body. Its interests are committed to a board of trus
tees, elected by the convention, to whom the board reports annually, 
The management of its affairs is entru3~ed to a president, who is electeu 

- 1 The bnildings, are what is known in architecture a!!_ a combination of Roman an~ ' 

French Renait~sance. 'fbey present au imposing front of 240 feet1 the main depll 
being 121 feet, the height being three stories, except the central part, which i~ fo01 
stories high. The height of the rooms is 16 feet on the first :floor and 14 feet on aU 

the other :floors. The top cornice of the dome is 100 feet from the ground. 
The main entrance has a vestibule measuring 17x41 feet; the main stair hall is 

37x41 feet; . while the main staircase is 12 feet wide and continues to the third floor. 
There are two other stairways that reach to the third :floor, and each of these cau bo 

reached from any part of the building by means of halls and corridors. 
- There are 153 feet of open promenade on the front veranda, and the same on tbf 

back, inclosed by an arcade, besides 200 feet of ball-ways. 
The dining room is 41x62 feet, with transept~ on either side, making a crosaof 

62x69 feet. The first floor comprises two study halls, the one 20x52 feet and the other 
31x41 ftet, five large lecture rooms, three offices, two parlors, nine other rooms, and 
two vestibules. 

The second :floor contains a chapel with a capacity, :floor and gallery, for l,OOOseats; 
a stair ba1137x4L feet; library 17xl3 feet, two reading rooms each 17xl3 feet, these 
three rooms connecting with balconies 8x52 feet; musical director's and vocal teach· 
er's iu&tru,ction rooms, each 25x20 feet, which may be thrown into one by openmg 
the folding doors; 36 dormitories, and 350 feet length of hall-ways. 

The third :floor, 42 dormitories, 25 music rooms, with 4GB feet length of hall-ways. 
The art room is 41 feet square, with sky-light and side-light, on the fourth floor. 
All the stairways are•wide and of easy grade . . 
There is not a dark room above ground ip. the entire edifice. 
The ~uildings are built of bri-ck and covered with slate. 
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by the b~ard, and whose term of office is determined by the condition of 
mutual satisfaction between the coutracting parties. The present in
cumbents of these offices are the Hon. John Moore, president of . the 
board of trustees, and Prof. S. W. Averett, LL.D., president of the 
seminary. The board ass unief; the responsibility of all the expenses, 
so that no officer or teacher is pecuniarily interested 1n its income. The 
property was valued at seventy thousand dollars. The seminary has 
no embarrassing indebtedness, and its financiai credit is high. 

The "Judson" has sent forth more than five hundred preparatory 
graduates to adorn the homes and the societ:y of the South, to teach and 
train the children, and many of them to be ornaments of Christianity. 
The Bible has had a place among its text-books from the beginning, 
and the Bible lesson is made a part of each day's hearty work. The 
whole tendency of the discipline is to ipculcate the principles of order, 
industry, and simplicity. 

This school invites the liberal contributions of those who are willing 
to iuvest funds in the endowment of a college that has had a career of 
fifty years of usefulness, and that has now large facilities for educa
tional purposes, and a strong hold on the affections of the people. It 
attracts the patronage of parents who seek a school that furnishes gen
erous board, skilful instruction, and a wide course of education, and 
has the prospect of permanence. 

The teachers and scholars of the current session have most favorably 
impressed those who know them by personal acquaintance and obser
vation of their work. 

The cost of board and tuition in the literary course for the school 
year is on_e hundred and ninety-five dollars; that of music, from fifty to 
one hundred and twenty dollars, according to department and class; 
and that of art, from twenty to forty dollars. 

CHAP.TER VII. 

ALABAMA OONFERENCE FEMALE COLLEGE. 

Organized in 1856-Rev. A. A. Lipscomb, D. D., LL.D., ike First Presi
dent-Immediate Success of the College-Becomes the Property of the 
Alabama Conference in 1872-John .. lfassey, LL.D., becomes President in 
1875-His Wise and Successful Management-The Courses of Study
Literary Societies-The Roll of Alumnre~The Condition of the College. 

The idea of founding this college, now one of the best institutes for 
the education of females in this country, was the conception of Mrs. 
Martha Alexander, an intelligent and far-sightP.d Christian woman, one 
of the noblest of her sex_; al)d was matured and took practical form in 
the mind of Rev. M. S._ Andrews, of the Alabama Conference. 

The last annual catalogue says : "But for this excellent lady and 
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this energetic minister, the college would probably never have ~ 
founded ; let their names head the roll of its benefactors." 

The institution was chartered by the Legislature of Alabama under 
the corporate name of Tuskegee F~male College, and its property an~ 
management were placed in the hands of a board of trustees. It w31 

organized and began its career February 11, 1~56. 
The first president was Rev A. A. Lipscomb, D. D., LL. D., a rna~ 

renowned for his resthetic taste, literary culture, and large attainmen~ 
Under his' management immediate success crowned the undertaking, 

_ and, we are told, "he gave tone to an educational movement of 1 

unique and elevated order, in which taste and criticism found a highe1 

development than had been hitherto attained in female education." 
Dr. G. W. F. Price, also a gentleman of cultur~.~ and high literary at. 

tainments, succeeded Dr. Lipscomb in 1859, and cr.editably maintain~ 
the high character of the school. The trustees having sold the pro~. 
-erty to Rev . . Jesse Wood, Dr. Price retired, and Mr. Wood assumed th1 
direction of the college. , 

In 1863 Mr. Wood sold t.he property to Dr.O. D. Elliott, who assumP~ 
the presidency and continued the. management of the school until th! 
spring of 1865, when Dr. Price, who had continued as a leading pro 
fessor under Mr. Wood and Dr. Elliott, was again placed at the hllM 
of the college and continued to manage its affairs untill872, when h! 
retired from the position. 

In 1872 the Alabama Conference became the owner of the propertJ 
in fee·simple, and at once took the direction of the affairs of the col· 
lege. · By an act of the Legislature, they had the corporate name 
changed to the Alabama Conference Female College, and appointetl 
a board of managers t6 supervise its administration . .. This board 
elects the president, to whom is committed the employment of .the 
teachers and the general management of the college. It placed Rev. 
H. D. Moore, D. D., in charge of the institution, who continued ro 

serve as president until 1875, when be was recalled to the ministryol 
his church. 

Rev. E. L. Lovelace, D. D., then the preacher in charge of the Tuske· 
gee station, filled the vacancy for the remainder of the school ye~r. In 
June, 1876, John Massey, LL. D., was elected president for a term 
of five years. In 1881, and again in 1886, this distinguished gentle
man -and scholar was re-elected to succeed himself. Under his wise 
and enlightened direction this always excellent institution has gone on 
"prospering and to prosper~" . The fame thereof has so spread abroad 
that efforts have been made to secure the services of .the president for 
other institutions of high character and· influence; but the board ol 
managers of the Alabama Conference Female College are too sagacious 
and too highly appreciate the vafne of his services to permit ~o accom 
plished an educator to leave their college so long as he can be prop· 
erly retained. 
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Among the distinguished men who have been members of the Faculty 
of tbis college, at different times, may be mentioned.: Rev. M.S. An: 
drews, D. D., .Rev. J. W. Rush, D. D., and Profs. E. R. Dickson, John 
Darby, W. H. C. Price, and John A.Jones. MissJuliaA.Spearand Mrs. 
E. H. Stuart have been prominent members of the Faculty. 

'l'he ceaseless purpose of this college for a third of a century has 
been, we are told, ''that our daughters may be as corner-stones, pol
ished after the similitude of a palace and prepared to take their places 
iu the temple of Southern civilization." How well it has answered 
this purpose may be seen in hundreds of Christian homes, from South 
Carolina to Texas; homes blessed and beautified by women who have re
ceived the inspiration of a new life from the plastic influences which 
it bas organized. 

COURSES OF STUDY. 

There are two collegiate courses of study, termed the English and 
theclassical; each bas four classes, requiring four years of study. The 
first-year, or Freshman, classes ·are similar in both courses, the dif
ference being the study of the Latin grammar and reader and selections 
from Cornelius Nepos in addition in the classical coursP. They_ agree 
also in the Sophomore classes, except that selections from Cresar and 
Cicero are added to the studies in . the classical course. In the Junior 
classes "exercise in criticism" is added to the English course, and 
selections from Livy and French or ·German are added to the classical 
course. The Senior classes in the classical course have, in addition, 
Latin prose composition and selections from Horace, and French, 
Greek, or German, which are omitted from the . English course. The 
English course leads to the degree of mistress of English literature ( M. 
E. L.), the classical to the degree of .A. B. 

The president, in referring to these courses, truly remarks that while a 
more imposing list of studies could be publisped, those mentioned are 
all that can be thoroughly mastered in the prescribed time. He also 
says that "every competent teacher knows that a few studies, thoroughly 
mastered, give more real education and strength for life's work than 
many subjects superficially touched." 

Candidates for the degree of .A. M. take an additional course of one 
year and are called the " Excelsior Class." The studies pursued by this 
class are analytical geometry and conic sections, elements of criticism, 
Terence and Ovid, History of Rome, original translations in Latin, 
Greek (Xenophon aud Homer), or German if preferred, Olmstead's Col
lege Philosophy, History o_f English Literature (Taine), Study of Words 
(Trench), LectureR on .Ancient and .Modern Greece, and select studies 
from Addison, Irving, Scott, Macaulay, and Carlyle, with special refer
ence to their types of mind and characteristics of style. 

There are also a school of music (instrumental), a school of Yocal cult· 
ure, and a school of art, each .having three courses. The degrets for 
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a succes~ful completion of the studies in these courses are "musi= 
magistra" and "graduate in art." 

LITERARY SOOIETIES. 

There are three literary societies in the college, which were organ 
ized several years ago " to meet the peculiar demands of boar~n~ 
school life." Their objects are stated to be " to stimulate aspiration f~ 
voluntary mental culture; to promote a taste for good reading; to cor. 

rect slovenly habits in the use of language ; and to foster chaste ani 
· elegant forms ·of expression." The rooms· of these societies are han~ 
somely fitted up, have good libraries, ap.d the young ladies take mn~ 
pride. in adorning and keeping them in good order. There are a~ 
two missionar,v societie~ organized in the school, one among the youn1 
ladies, and one among the younger girls. 

The alumnoo of the college reach the number of three hundred an~ 

sixty-two. 
The number of pupils in all the classes in 1887-88 was one hundr~ 

and fifty six. There are now (1889) one hundred and eighty studenQ 
in attendance. 

The Alabama Conference Female College is located in one of thi 
most delightful interior villages in Alabama; it is conveniently apart 
from the highway of travel, is quiet and orderly, and the society is in· 
telligent, cultivated, and refined, and very hospitable. The collegema1 
be congratulated on its admirable environment, and the citizens ol 

Tuskegee upon the excellent institution which adds so greatly..to the 
happiness and prosperity of the community. 
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PRIVATE ACADEMIES AND SEMINARIES. 

CHAPTER I. 

Flottrishing Condition Prior to the Oivil War- Villages Formed for School 
Purposes-Depression Succeeding the War-Some Notable Schools-Re
sn.~cUation and. Renewed Prosperity. 

Before the Uivil War, when the citizens of the State were generally 
in comfortable circumstances, much attention was g-iven to the educa
t.ion of their cllildren, particularly of their daughters; and, in conse
quence, ex<Je1lent private schools and academies flourished in one or 
more localities, selected on account of their salubrity, in nearly every 
county of the State. 

It was common for planters, cultivating large tracts of canebrake and 
bottom lands, which were not considered healthful for residence for 
white people, to gather, from miles around, on some elevated, well-wa
tered, sandy location, build comfortable dwellings, organize churches, 
schools, and academies, and surround themselves with the comforts and 
pleasures of refined aud cultivated society. These educational centres, 
so to speak, were renowned for intelligence, good order, and a gener
ous hospitality. The leisure and comparative wealth of the inhabitants 
gave opportunity for social and intellectual pleasures, and the teacher 
and the schools were always chief objects of local pride and considera
tion. The fame of some of these schools spread far beyond the immedi
ate vicinage, and attracted thither numbers of families from less favored 
localities to share in the high. social and educational privileges these 
centres afl'orded. Thus the school was, at the same time, the giver and 
partaker of benefit; for every additional family in the viilage became a 
warm supporter of the school and, in general, a desirable addition to 
the local society. 

In the larger towns were academies and &eminaries, affording larger 
facilitie8 for instruction and having a more general patronage: Some 
of these schools, by reason of the superior attainments, high character, 
and rare skill, as educators, of their conductors, made their impress 
upon the State, and exertf'd an influence for . good which, though some 
of them ceased to exist years ago, is still felt and will not soon become 
inoperative. The Greene Springs School and the Alabama Female In-
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stitute, at Tuscaloosa, both now discontinued; were notable exampl~ 
of this class in the past, and the Marion Military Institute and' tb

1 

Tuscaloosa Female College promise a like renown in the future edu. 
cational history of Alabama. In the succeeding pages will be foun~ 

a full account of the Greene Springs School, also of the Marior 
_Military Institute, and a brief sketch of the Alabama Female Institute 
the latter furnished by a lady of high attainments. a teacher of ran 
devotion and breadth of view~ who drew -her inspiration from the livin1 
fountain of knowledge at this seminary, in which she was first a pupil, 
then a teacher, and who is illustrating in her own school the excellen~ 
of the training she received at her alma mater. 

The changes wrought by the War made sad havoc with these pleasanl 
villages aml the schools of which they were the centres. The founda 
tion of the planters' wealth was gone, and those who survived the Wa1 

were necessarily too much employed in discussing the problem of mat& 
rial existence to think much of the intellectual requirements or evenol 
the elementary instruction of their children. So a period of great depr~· 
-sion in both private and public education succeeded the intellectual 
activity which characterized the people of the State prior to the War. 

But this condition of inertia could not last; with the rehabilitationol 
Alabama came new hopes, new aspirations, and a development of new 
energies to her people. With the renewed zeal and activity born ol 
these hopes and aspirations, a great change for the better was soon ob· 
sen·able, and not the least beneficial of the results was the reawakened 
sentiment in favor of both popular and the higher education. The 
public school system is now on a firm foundation, and will continue to 
grow and prosper. The higher institutions of learning have broad· 
ened their systemM, increased their facilities, and are reaping a lib· 
eral reward in increased public eonfidence and number of students. 

The ''denominational schools" are also flourishing, and private acad· 
emies and seminaries are reappearing in different portions of the State, 
and are doing active and important educational work. Among the 
latter may be mentioned the Noble Institute for Boys and the Noble In· 
stitute for Girls, at the growing city of Anniston ; the male and female 
academies at Athens; the High School at Calera; the Female Col~egP 
at Camden; the High School at Oolumbi~na; the Marengo Institute at 
Demopolis; the Dallas Academy at gelma; tbe Union Female College 
at Eufaula; the Opelika Seminary; the Pleasant Hill Academy; the 
Young Ladies' Seminary, by Miss Mary Bagby of Mobile; and the 
Home a,n<f Day School, Mobile. -· 

The Home and Day School has som~ features which are original and 
unique, and deserves more than a passing mention; it is now in ita 
seventh scholastic year, and -maintains the high character it earned in 
the first years of its existence. It is the conception of Mrs. H. F. Wil· 
son, who organized the school, not from pecuniary considerations or 
with any view to pecuniary profit, but from a peculiar fondness for 
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teaching, and with a strong feeling that the_ ordinary methods of the 
schools were not the best for imparting instruction and securing prac
tical !)Cholarship . . In her system, lectures on practical subjects by pro
ficients supplement the text-bobks; the facts of the day, as recorded in 
tbejournals, form part of the day's exercises, and the curriculum is ap-. 
propriate and extensive. "The Home and Day School," says Chancel
lor Vincent, "embodies the principles of Chautauqua." 1 

CHAPTER II. 

GREENB SPRINGS SOHOOL. 

Organized ·in 184:1-Its Fortunate Locat·ion-General Plan and Purpose 
of the School-Its High Character and Unparalleled Success-The 
"Rugby" of the South-Great Personal Influence of its Founder, Dr. 
Tutwiler-His Able Corps of Assistants-His Method of Instruction
Temporary Suspension of the School in 1877 ~Resumed ·in 1819-Build
ings Wrecked by a Tornado-Death of Professor Tutwiler i1~ 1884-
Biographical Sketch of this Distingui~hed Educator. 

In 1847 Prof. Henry Tutwiler, then comparatively a young mau, 
although he had. already had fifteen sears of experience as professor 
in the Unh·ersity of Alabama and other institutions for higher educa
tion, purchased the well-known Greene Springs property, and in the 
fall of that year he opened his fampus classical, scientific, and practical 
lligh 8chool for Boys. The location which he had selected was a 
fortunate one. In the early history·of Alabama, Greene Springs was 
a popular health resort, and·the fame of its chalybeate waters was not 
confined to the limits of' the State. It is located in what is known as 
the hill country of Hale (then Greene) County, near the village of 
HaYana, and about six miles from Stewart's Station on the Alabama 
'Great Southern Railroad. The fact that there was no city nor town in . 
~asy reach of the Springs was a strong recommendation of the school to 
those parents and guardians who wished their sons and wards removed as 
far as possible froin dangerous environments. Professor Tutwiler appre
eiated the advantage of controlling absolutely his immediate surround
ing·s, and from time to time he added by purchase to the original Greene 
Springs property until at last · he owned twelve or fifteen hundred 
acres in a solid body. Before opening his school, Professor Tutwiler 
refitted the hotel and cottages which had been erected at the Springs, 
and adapted them as well as p~ssible to school purposes. 

I Since the above was put in type Mrs. Wilson bas been "ca.lled hence," literally a 
llartyr to her educational zeal, anci the school she labored to establish dies with her. 
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. The general plan and purposes of the Greene Springs School can be 
best illustrated probably by the following extracts from the aunoun~ 
ments found in the catalogue of the yPar ending June 29, 1876, pu~ 
lis bed after twenty- nine years of almost unparalleled success: 

"'To prepare young men for the business of life, or for the higher 
classes in our colleges and universities,' was the object proposed attbe 
foundation of thP. school, an<l this object bas been, and will continue to 
be, kept steRdily in view. There is · no division of the whole bodyol 
students into classes, but each individual is placed in such classes, inbii 
vArious studies, as he may be prepared to join with benefit to himsell, 
A prominent place is given to the studies of ancient languages and ma.t~. 

em a tiCs as those best calculated to promote sound and thorough intel. 
lectnal training. * * * ·At the ·same time, we have ·long been im. 
pressed with the conviction that our ordinary system of education is 
defective in not calling the attention of the young, at a sufficiently early 
age, to an observation of the phenomena around us; thus blunting, 
instead of stimulating, that curiosity which is a part of our nature. It 
has been our constant aim, therefore, to interest our studeuts in those 
sciences which have revolutionized the whole domain of industry, and 
diffused the comforts and luxuries of life among the great mass of man. 
kind. For this purpose, we have provided apparatus sufficient for illns· 
trating the various branches of natural philosophy and chemistry, and 
additions are made, from time to time, to enable us to keep pace with 
the progress of these sciences. Besides having regutar classes in these 
studies, lectures, accompanied by experiments, are delivered frequently 
to all the students. * _ * * Ancient geography and history are taught 
in connection with ancient languages. The mathematical course em· 
braces not only the theory of the branches usually taught, but also the 
practical applications of trigonometry to heights and distances, fielil 
surveys, levelling, navigation, etc., and suitable instruments are pro
vided for this purpose. Instruction is given ill modern languages by 
competent teachers. English compositiOiis are required weekly from 
all the students, and a portion of Saturday is devoted to this purpos~ 
• * * A library of several thousand well-selected volumes is open, 
free of charge, to all the students, many of whom are thus induced to 
employ, in a profitable manner, those spa~e moments which wonld other· 
wise be wasted. Addition~ of new and valuable books are made several 
times a year, and all books that have a tendency to corrupt the taste 
are carefully excluded. There are also libraries belonging to the li~ 
erary societies of the school to which the members of the societies have 
free access. * * * The school has been supplied with a fine tele· 
scope of high magnifying powers,. tile gift of an esteemed and generous 
friend, Joel E. Mathews, Esq.., of Selma." 

The success of the Greene Springs School, from its beginning·, ~38 

phenomenal. The number of students that could be received bel!Jg 
limited, parents ~nd guardians fouud it necessary, in many instances, to 
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file applications for the admittance of their sons and wards a year in 
advance. A variety of influences contributed to the marked success of 
this'' Rugby" of the South-" undoubtedly superior in some respects," 
says a learned educator -who was once a student at Greene Springs,. "to 
the English Rugby of Dr. Arnold;" but it was· chiefly the personality 
ofits founder, his great learning, his high character, his perfect com 
mon sense, that made this success possible. Dr. Tutwiler's methods of 
discipline and modes of instruction were based upon his personal views 
as to the bt>st mental, moral, and physical training for the young men 
aud boys placed under his care. He ruled by moral suasion and per
sonal influence alone. No rod, no form of corporal punishment was 
ever used. So soon as he found a student incurably bad and obstinate, 
be quietly and kindly sent him home, or advised his parents, when the 
term expired, not to send him back. His large patronage enabled him 
to do this independently. He could readily fill any number of vacan
cies. His long experience proved that the methods indicated suffice 
for the best of discipline in such a school. 

Dr. Tutwiler from time to time associated with him a:s teachers men 
who have since become widely known in the educational history of the 
South-such men as Dr. Carlos G. Smith, afterwards president of the 
University of Alabama; Maj. James W. A. Wright, president of the Ala
bama Normal College for Girls; and Prof. Alonzo Hili. president of 
the Tuscaloosa Female College; but in the instruction as well as in the 
administration of the atl'airs of the school his own personality was 
everywhere impressed. Among his other as8istants were the lamented 
General John Gregg, of Texas; Patrick Jack, Burette 0. Holman, 
Walter E. Winn, Henry F. Meek, Daniel James, A. C. Woodall, Pas
cal A. Tutwiler, and FPank W. Jackson. Iu the later years of the 
school, the well-known Miss Julia S. Tutwiler and other daughters of 
Professor Tutwiler assisted him in the instruction of special classes in 
ancient and modern languages. 

The home life of the students at Greene Sprin~s left lasting impres
sions upon their memories. Owing to the (listance from churches Pro
fessor Tutwiler undertook more of the religious instruction of his stu
dents than Lte probably otherwise would have done, and it was his cus
tom to meet the whole body of students three times on every Sunday
before breakfast, at noon, and after tea. He managed to make the in
struction on these occasions of such a nature as not to be iu the l~ast 
irksome. On the other hand, even the most obdurate student looked 
forward with positive pleasure to the short moral lecture, or extract 
from some interesting sermon, or other exercises with which he was ac
cu~tomed to vary these meetings. At the meeting after tea, it was his 
cu~tom to call the roll, and every student was expected, though not re
qmred, to respond by reciting some line, stanza, or short · poem con· 
veying a moral or religious idea or sentiment, or, If he preferred; a 
quotation from the Bible. Speaking of these Sunday meetings, one of 
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hi8 former students says of Professo~ Tutwiler: '' n · seems to me iiTh 
possible to convey in any words to one who never knew him, a con. 
ception of that sweet, benign, tender, sunshiny presence." It w~ 

·· this presence that made every scholastic task a pleasure to his studen~ 
"He could invest even the most abstract problems of mathemati~ 
with the.interest of a novel," says a prominent public man who in boyhllOO 
enjoyed his instruction. · He endeavored to enlist, as far as possibla 
the interest of his students in current literary, scientific, and politi~ 
thought; and with this end in view it was his custom after the morn. 
iug chapel exercises to read, and briefly comment upon, some extrac1 
from a newspaper or some magazine article upon whatever subject W!l! 

at the moment uppermost in the world's udnd. In this way he exci~ 
and fostered a taste for reading in all classes of students. 

The Greene Springs School was continued, without intermission 
under the same principal, from its establishment, in 184 7, until Jun~ 
1877, when the exerci~es were suspended in order to give Professm 
Tutwiler a rest which thirty years' continuous labor in the school-room 
had rendered necessary. The exercises were resumed in October, 187~, 
and were continued until the death of Professor Tutwiler, in 1884. Ir 
April, 1878-during the two years' suspension just noted-a fearfn 
·tornado swept over Greene Springs, blowing away a number of cottagel 
that had been occupied by students, together with the chapel, library 
etc., and seriously damaging the main building occupied by Professo1 
Tutwiler's family. His extensive chemical and physical apparatus wru 

to a large extent broken up_ or otherwise injured, and his books we~ 
badly damaged by exposure to the torrents of rain that followed th1 
storm. Notwithstanding the great destruction of property, there n

1 

no loss of life or serious injury to any perso~-an escape that could ' 
not have been so fortunate if the school had been in session at the tim~ 

It is in_teresting to note that the Greene Springs School was a finan· 
cial as well as an educational success. Added to his great learning, 
Professor Tutwiler was a man of most excellent judgment in the prll{} 
tical &ff:'airs of life, and before the outbreak of the War between the 
States, he had accumulated quite a handsome fortune as a result of his 
individual labor and judicious investments. However, as in the caseof 
most people of the South, the fortunes of war swept away a great por· 
tion of his property; but in spite of this fact, he saved enough from the 
wreck to have lived in comparative comfort a.nd rest in his old age had 
he not preferred to ''die i~ the harness." Probably in no other year of 
his life did he do more or better work than in the last. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF PROF. HENRY TU'l'WILER, LL.D. 

Henry Tutwiler was born at Harrisonburg, Va., on the 16th day~f 
November, 1807. He was one of the first students enrolled at the Um· 
versity of Virginia, where he took the degree of master of arts in July, 
1~35. He was a student there with R. M. T. Hunter, of Virginia; Ro~ 
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ertToombs, of Georgia; Edgar Allan Poe, the poet; Alex. H. H. Stuart, 
of Virginia; Joel Early Mathews, of Alabama; Gessner Harrison, after
wards a distinguished professor in his alma mater; and with a number 
of others whose names are noted in our country's annals. The intimate 
friendship formed wi.th 1\Ir. Hunter in his younger days continued 
throughout his life, and for fifty years the great statesman and the 
quiet teacher continued by correspondence the interchange of ideas 
and feelings that began in their student life. It was Professor Tut
.wiler's inestimable privilege, while a young man at the UniYersity, to 
enjoy the friendship of Mr. Jefferson, and he was frequently a guest of 
this great American at Monticello. Among tbe professors whose in
struction Professor Tutwiler enjoyed while a stuclent at the University 
was the great English scholar, pllilosopher, and educator, George Long, 
who was recalled to England to accept a professorship in the University 
of London. Tbe life-long friendship that existed between preceptor and 
student is evidenced by a number of letters from Mr. Long, covering a 
period of nearly fifty years, found a.mong Professor Tutwiler's papers 
after his death. 

On the organization of the University of Alabama, in 1~31, Professor 
Tutwiler was called to the chair of ancient languages, and removed 
to that State. During his connection with that institution a number of 
the most distinguished men on its roll of alumni were graduated-such 
men as A. B. Meek, George D. Shortridge, Jere Clemens, Clement C. 
Olay, "',.illiam H. Smith, M, A. Baldwin, Gov. 0. M. Roberts, James D. 
Webb, and many others whose names are . prominent in the history of 
the State. Judge William R. Smith, in writing of the earl)' days of the 
University of Alabama, when he was a stuc.lent there, says : " Professor 
Tutwiler was altogether the most noted and marked of the first corps of 
professors. He was then a delicate stripliug of a youth, in appearance 
as timid and modest as a woman, so gentle in his demeanor and so 
graceful and apt in his mode of imparting instruction that every student 
fell absolutely in love with him. It may be asserted as a fact that the 
feeling entertained for him by the earlier students of the University 

·amounted to real affection, which suffered no diminution with the lapse . 
of time. • • • The wonder with us all was that so yonug a person 
should be honored as a professor in an institution thn.t was then assum
ing such grand dimensions. It is not too much to say of Professor 
Tutwiler that he was a whole faculty within bimself, even at that early 
period of' his life, and that be was as much at home in the chemical labora
tory as he was in his own room with the classics. He was familiar with 
all the sciences, and was always at work. Be was handy witll the tele
scope, and he knew the heavens." 
. Professor Tutwiler resigned his chair in the University of Alabama 
IU 1837, and he subsequently filled professorships in Marion and La 
Grange Colleges. Bishop Robert Paine, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was the president of La Grange College during Professor Tut-

879-No. 3-14 
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wiler's connection with that im;;titutiou, and an intimate friendship was 
there formed .between these two great educators. The Uev. R. H. Rivers 
D. D., in his Life of Bishop Paine, says _ot' Dr. Tutwiler at tllat period; 
"He was a profound and rich linguist, a thorough mathematician, and 
a superior chemist. He was learned without pedantry, pious withonl 
bigotry, a gentleman without a blemish, a character without a flaw." 

After seven years of service at La Grange, Professor Tutwilerre. 
signed, and in the fall· of 1847 founded the Greene Springs High School 
for Boys. His labor there-an account of which is given elsewhere-. 
lasted thirty-seven ye~us, and was his final and crowning life work. 

Professor Tutwiler was twiGe tendered the presidency of the Uni. 
versity of Alabama, but each time declined the honor, preferring w 
remain at the head of the institution which he himself had established, 
He received the degree of doctor of laws and other academic honors 
from various colleges and universities. In l853 lle was appointed by 

. President Pierce a member of the Boarcl of Visitors of the United 
States Military Academy at West Point. In 1882 be deli ,·ered the an. 
nual oration before the .Society of Alumni of the University of Virginia

1 

in wbicb he gave some interesting and. valuable reminisoonces of the 
early days of that institution, and of its great founder, Thomas Jef· 
ferson. 

Professor Tutwiler's profound knowledge of the stars was clearly 
evinced when, on the evening of May 12, 1866, he became one of the 
first discoverers-if not, indeed, the very first-of the "new star," aa 
it is popularly called, that suddenly blazed out at that date in the con· 
stellation of: the Northern Crown, and whichis now technically known 
as T 001·onm Borealis. This interesting discovery by Professor Tutwiler 
was at once communicated to Prof. Joseph Henry, of the Smithsonian 
Institution, Prof. Stephen Alexander, of Princeton, and other Northern 
scientists, and it soon became known that this '' new star" had been 
seen. the same night by an observer in a Northern State, and by two 
in Europe. It was then a mere question of a few hours whether it wll8 

first seen by Professor Tutwiler or by one of its ·three other discov· 
. erers. Though to Professor Tutwiler, and through him to the State· 
of Alabama, belongs the credit of being one of the first discoverers of 

this great phenomenon of the heavens, he never received in the 11er· 
manent records proper recognition for the discovery. 

In 1835 Professor Tutwiler was married to Miss Julia Ashe, daughter 
of Mr. Paoli Ashe, of the well-known· North Carolina family of that 
name. She died about two years before her husband. Eleven children 
survived them. Professor Tutwiler died September 22, 1881. 

Broad and accurate as Professor Tutwiler's scholarlv attainments 
were admitted to he, it was his character more than hi~ learning that 
made him a great man. He · was the impersonation of kindness and 
gentleness, infiexib1y just in all his dealings, the ·soui of honor in every· 
thing. · He lived in an ~tinos,Phere above the petty strifes aud jeaJou..s· 







MARION MILITARY INSTITUTE. 211 

ies of this life; and the privilege of lending a helping band even to the 
humblest of -his fe11ow men was to him above any honor that ambition 
could win. A writer in the Montgomery Advertiser, in paying a tribute 
to his former preceptor, just after Professor Tutwiler's death, said:. 
,, Tbe fulness of manhood is not attained except by the development 
of both mind and soul. For such a development among his pupils did 
Dr. Tutwiler most zealously labor for over half a century-a learned 
scholar, a noble Christian character. He taught young men and their 
children's children. To-day the characters of the former students of 
Greene Springs bear the impress of that grand old man. It will live 
as Ioug as they live. I exult in the remembrance of his teaching. 
Would that the South bad more such men! They live when they are 
dead." 

CHAPTER III. 

MARION MILITARY INSTITUTE. 

Origin and Purpose of the Institute-Board of Trustees and Faculty
Distinctive Feat'll/tes in tlte Course of Instruction-High Ohat·acter of tlte 
Princip(!tl. · 

This new academy, founded in 1887, after tbe removal of Howard 
College from Marion, Ala., by Col. J. T. Mnrfee, LI.J. D., late president, 
who declined to leave Marion with that colleg·e, is now enjoying a high 
degree of prosperity. The Marion Standard of August, 1887, thus 
describes the origin and purpose of the academy : 

"Col. J:;T. Murfee, president of Howard College, bas decided not to 
go with the college to Birmingham, but will remain in Marion. The 
Howard College buildingo here have been tm·ned over to him for edu
cational purposes, and -he will employ an ahJe Faculty and open ou 
the 4th of October a school of high order, to be known as the Mar
ion Military Institute. The same distinctive features of mental aml 
moral training introduced by ~im and employed in Howard College 
for sixteen years, will be continued. His name at the head is a guar
antee that the work will be thorough and practical. This Marion Mili
tary Institute will be an academy like those so celebrated in Virginia 
and other older States, and for which there i~ now a rising demand in 
Alabama. They differ from the mixed high scllools throughout the 
couutL·y. '!'hey employ instructors of the same grade as those of the best 
co11eges. They have male pupils only, and have a large teaclling force 
in proportion to number of pupils. They have a full college course of 
studies as far as through the Junior class. Their great advantages are 
that they give special assistance to each student, train him in the best 

. methods of study, encourage and stimulate him in his work, and give 
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special culture in morals and manners by having pupils board with the 
principal. Besides preparing· young men for higher classes of colleges 
and uui versities, these academies also pay special attention to pre para. 
tion for business. They look not so much to g-iving diplomas as totlis. 
covering every deficiency a pupil has, supplying all that is needful, and 
making out of him the strongest possible man-physica11y, mora lis, aud 
inteHectua.lly-thoroughly prepared for social and business life." 

Thi8 institution has recently be~n incorporated by act of the General 
Assembly of Alabama, under charge of a board of trustees, of whom 
Dr. W. W. Wilkinson is president, and J. B. Lovelace secretary a01) 

treasurer. 
It appears, by the first annual catalogue, that seventy-nine students 

were in attendance the first year, and the increase in numben; has been 
so great tbe current year as to establish the success of the instituk 
'rbe huildings and grounds are handsome and commodious and well 
fitted for aca(lemic purposes. The main edifice is two stories lligh, 
seventy-eight by one hundred and thirty-two feet, alHl contains a large 
chapel, library, apparatus rooms, two large society balls, and. public 
offices. On the right and left of this building are d<?rmitories or eatlet 
barracks, each fifty by one hundred and twenty-four feet, containing 
togetber forty-eight rooms, each room eighteen feet square. The1·e is 
also a handsome Italian cottage building iu the euclosure, used as the 
diuing ball. 
. A distinctive feature in the course of instruction at this academy is 
the atte.ntion that is paid to the study of book-keeping. 'I' he method 
of imparting knowledge ii1 this important branch of commercial train· 
ing is ''entirely different," says the catalogue, "from that of any text· 
book yet published, and from that of any commercial colleg·e," and, it 
is claimed, gives the pupil "complete ma:stery of all the forms of hook· 
keeping known to the commercial world." It is the dm·ice of the ac· 
complished superintendent, Colonel Murfee, and bas been sneeessfully 
taught by bim for several years. It is understood tllat a treatise em· 
bodying his method is ready for the press, and 'viii soon be ptll.llisllcd. 

ColotJel Murfee is one of the most thorough, progressive, eJilightcned, 
and successful educators in the State .. \Vith heart and mind dcroted 
to the cause and a zeal "according to knowledge," the Marion Mili· 
tary lustitute, over which he presides and to wllich be is giving tbe 
ripeness of his long experience and the fuluess of his iutellectmtl ac· 
quirements, will be an importaut factor in the future of education in 
Alauama. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ALABAMA FEMALE INSTITUTE. 

Olia,racter of . .Miss Brooks, afterward jlfrs. Stafford, as an Educator-Her 
Iujiuence upon her Pupils-Popularity and Prosperity of the School
The lV ar Closes the School-Some of her Distinguished Pupils. 

Miss M. B. Brooks was born in New Hampshire and educated at Miss 
~Iary Lyon's celebrated school at Mount Holyoke, Mass. She came to 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., to teach in the school of Rev. Mr. Williams, and 
was a wom~m of great versatility of talent and engaging manners. She 
married Professor Stafford, of the State University, and, on his retire
ment from that institution, decided to open a school to educate her own 
daugllters and provide for the completion of her son'seducation in the 
Virginia Military Institute. Her pupils were composed largely of th~ 
children of her former pupils, her building was the same in which she 
had formerly taught, and her school was, in many respects, a mod,el. 
There were no penalties or rewards, the pupils being instructed to find 
them in their work, aud the veneration with which Mrs. Stafford was 
regarded made it possible for her to accomplish her purposes in every 
instance, and awoke in her pupils an unquenchable thirst for learning, 
which was the certain road to high mental and moral development. 

The school reached the zenith of its excellence and prosperity about 
1858-GO. It enjoyed the rare advantage of having as lecturers a 
galaxy of distinguished professors from the University of Alabama, 
among· whom were Professor Tnomey, State geologist; Dr. J. W.l\fallet, 
F.R.S., of London, now of the University of Virginia; Dr. Pratt, pro
fessor of helles-lettres, who lectured upon rhetoric, English literature, 
and evidences of Christianity; and Rev. Dr. White, professor of moral 
philosophy. The school was suspended early in the beginning of the 
War, as several of the teachers were from the North·, and preferred to 
return home. After the War closed, Mrs. Stafford taught in a school in 
Greensborough for a year or two, but never presided over one again. 
She is now residing with her married daughter (the wife of a clergyman) 
in one of the Western States. 

Some of Mrs. Stail'onl's pupils have held distinguished positions. 
Among these may be mentioned the wife of Hon. H. A. Herbert, M. C., 
antl Mrs. David Clopton, former1y Mrs. Clement C. Clay, whose brilliant 
and cultured intellect and amiable disposition have made her name a 
household word in vVashington society, and in Richmond during the 
Wa.r, and throughout Alabama. Many of them have illustrated, in their 
subsequent careers, a favorite motto of the institution," that our daugh
ters may be as corner· stones, polished after the similitude of a palace.'' 
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PUBLIC AND NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

CHAPTER I. 

EDUCATIONAL LAND GRANTS. 

Origin of the Grant of the Bi:cteenth Section for Common Schools-Vir
ginia Cedes her North- lVest Territory- Ordina,nce of 1787 ~ Five 
Million Acres Sold to the Ohio Company-Two Townships for a Uni
versity Granted to John Cleves Symmes-Georgia Cedes her North- West 
Territory to the United States. 

As the grant of the "sixteenth section," or an equivalent in other 
sections of the public lands, if the sixteenth section or any part thereof 
sbonld have been taken up, in each township in aid of common schools, 
lies at the foundation of the public school system in this and other 
States, it will be interesting and profitable to investigate the origin 
and history of said grant, and incidentally of the grant of two town
ships in each State in which there were public lands for the endowment 
of a seminary of learning. 

The State of Virginia, by act of her Legislature, ceded in 1783 to tlJe 
United States all her right, title, and claim to the territory north-west 
of the Ohio River. New York had already, in 1781, released all her 
claims to this western territory. By subsequent cessions from Massa
chusetts in 1785 and Connecticut in 1786, all claims of the original 
States to the vacant territory north-west of the Ohio River were 
silenced.1 

The "old Congress," by an ordinance for ascertaining the mode of dis
posing of the lands in the north-western territory, passed May 20, 1785, 
provided that the lot n'ltmbered sixteen in every township should '' be re
served for the maintenance of public schools within the said town
ship."2 This is beyond doubt the origin of the sixteenth-section grant 
in all the subsequent legislation of Congress for the admission of new 
States into the Union. · 

On the 13th of July, 17S7, the famous "Ordinance of 1787" was 
adopted for the government of the territory north-west of the river 
Ohio, which forms the basis on which all subsequent legislation for fihe . 

1McMaster's History ofthe People of the United States, Vol. I, p. 150. 
2.Land Laws, 18381 Vol. I, p. 11. 
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admission of new States to the Union was founded. A pa.rt of the third 
article of this ordinance is noteworthy, as furnishing probably the clew 
to the liberality of Congress, after the adoption of the Constitution, in 
endowing schools and colleges from the public domain: "Religion, 

·morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good government and the 
happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever 
be encouraged." 1 Fourteen days after the adoption of this ordinance, 
to wit, on the 27th of July, 1787, another ordinance was adopted dis. 
po~ing of :fi. ve millions of acres of land in the North· West Territory to 
Rufus Putnam, Manasseh Cutler, and their associates, known as the 
"Ohio Company." 2 By the terms of this sale it was stipulated that 
the lot nurnbered sixteen in each township should be given perpetually 
for the maintenance of schools in said township, and that not more than 
two cornplete townships should be given perpetually for the purpose of a 
unit,ersity, to be applied to the intended object by the Legislature of a 
new State.3 

One year after this (in 1788) a contract was closed with John Cleves 
· Symmes and his associates, for the sale of two millions of acres in the 
North-West Territory.4 By an act of Congress confirming this grantap. 
proved in 1792, it was provided that the sixteenth section in every 
township should be reserved for the use of schools within the township, 
and the President of the United States was authorized to convey to 
John Cleves Symmes and his associates "in trust, for the purpmw of e&· 

tablishing an academy and other public schools and seminaries of learn· 
ing, one complete township."~ 

By the articles of agreement and cession entered into on the 24th of 
April, 1802, between James Jackson, Abraham Baldwin, and John Mil· 
ledge, commissioners on the part of' the State of Georgia, and James· 
Madison, Albert Gallatin, and Levi Lincoln, commissioners on the part 
of the United Stat~s, Georgia ceded to the United States all her righ~ 
title, and claim to her territory west of the Chattahoochie River. These 
articles were ratified and confirmed by the Legislature of Georgia, June 
16, 1802.6 011:e of the conditions demanded by Georgia and allowed 
and incorporated in the articles of agreement and cession, was "that 
the territory thus ceded shall form a State and be admitted as such 
into the Union as soon as it shall contain sixty thousand free inhab· 
itants, or at an earlier period if Congress shall think it expedient, on 
the same conditions and restrictions, with the same privileges, and in the 
same rnanner as is provided in the ordinance of Congress of the thir· 
teenth day of July, 1787, for the government of the western territory of 
the United States, which ordinance shall, in all parts, extend to theter· 

1Charters and Constitutions, of the United States, by ·Ben: Perley Poore, p. 425. 
i .McMaster's History, Vol. I, p. 513. 
3 Land Laws, Vol. I, p. 25. 
4 McMaster's History, Vol. I, p. 516. 
6 Land Laws, Vol. I, pp. 24, 46. 
II Ibid., pp. 588,591. 
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ritory contained in the act of cession, that article only excepted which 
forbids slavery." Now, in the Ordinance of 1787, there is not a word 
said about the reservation of the sixteenth section for schools-not a 
word about the reservation of one or more toVJnships for a seminary of 
learning. The only part of the Ordinance of 1787 which relates to mat
ters of education is the one which is quoted above:·" Schools and the 
means of education shall forever be encouraged," etc. There is no stip
ulation by Georgia, in the articles of agreement and cession, for the .set
ting apart of any lands for schools or colleges, nor is there any ~uch 
stipulation in the act of the Legislature of' Georgia ratifying the articles 
of cession. 

The enabling act for the admission of Ohio as a State, approved 
April30, 1802,1 provided that on certain conditions the sixteenth sec
tion in every township should be granted to the inhabitants of such 
township for the use of schools,2 and by an act supplementary to this, 
approved March 3, 1803, one complete township was vested in the Leg
islature of Ohio for the purpose of establishing an academy, in lieu of 
the one already granted to John Cleves Symmes and his associates for 
the same purpose.3 

The act of Congress of March 3, 1803, regulating the disposal of the 
lands acquired from ~eorgia west of the Chattahoochie, constituting 
tbe Mississippi Territory, reserves from sale the sixteenth section in 
every township for school purposes, and thirty-six sections for the use 
of Jefferson College. 4 

By an act passed February 20, 1819, one township, in addition to the 
one already granted for the support of Jeft'erson College, wa~ granted 
to tile State of Mississippi for the support of a seminary of learning.5 

In accordance with the precedent now fully established, when Indiana 
was admitted into the Union, in 1816, and Illinois, in 1818, two townships 
Ol'Seventy-two sections of' land were granted to each of these States for 
the support of a seminary of learning. .Alabama was the next State 
admitted (in 1 819) with the same grant. The same provision for the sup
port of higher education has since been 1nade by the general GmJernment 
for every State in which there were public lands on its admission to 
tbe Union. 

1'rhis was after the cession by Georgia of her western territory. Ohio was .the 
first new State admitted to the Union. -

2Charters and Constitutions, p. 1453. 
3Land Laws, Vol. I, p. 88. 
4Jeffersou College was established at Ellicott's Springs, I\.ear the town of Washing

t~n, in the region now embraced by Adams County, Miss. Jefferson College has long 
smce di~appeared. 

"Land Laws, Vol. I, p. 308. The same reservation of the sixteenth section for the 
use of schools was made in all subsequent legislation for the disposal of the public 
lands down to the year 1848. Since the year 1848 two sections in every township, 
namely, the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections, have been regularly set apart for the 
support of schools iu every State in which there were public lands on its admission to 
the Union. · 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM OF MOBILE. 

Earl-iest Attempts at Public Education-Organizat1on of Board of Schooi 
Commissioners-Parochial Schools-Public School System Established 
in 1852-lts Growth and Popularity. 

The :first attempt at public education in .Alabama was made in Mobile 
1n the year 1826, but only partial and unsatisfactory efforts in that di· 
rection are recorded until1852, a quarter of a century thereafter. The 
Legialature, by act approved January 10, 1826, created a " board of 
school commissioners" for .:Mobile County; to whom were given ''full 
power and authority to establish and regulate schools, and to devise, 
put in force, and execute such plans and devices for the increase of 
knowledge, educating youth, and promoting the cause of learning in 
said county, as to them may appear expedient." The commissionel's 
named in this act were Austin Lewis, Silas Dinsmore, Moses Murphy, 
Henry Stickney, Joseph U. Mure, Samuel Acre, David Rust, .Benjamin 
J. Randall, William Hale, Solomon Mordecai, Ezekiel Webb, Lewis ,Jml· 
son, John F. Everett, Hugh H. Ralston, Peter D. Hobart, William King, 
Elijah Montgomery, Samuel Newton, James Johnson, Lud. W. Harris, 
Abner T. Lipscomb, and Henry Hitchcock. These commissioners were 
to continue in office :five years, at which time, aud at every successive 
period of :five years, new commissioners were to be elected by the peo· 
pie; vacancies occurring between these periods were to be filled by the 
board. An amendatory act, approved January 29, 1820, enlarged the 
sources of revenue and required certain county officers to make report 
to the commissioners. 

In 1836 an act was adopted reducing the number of commissioners to 
thirteen, to be chosen at the general election in August, 1837. This act 
authorized the commissioners to raise by lottery any sum, not exceed· 
ing .fifty thousand dollars, to complete the building known as Barton 
Academy, then in process of erection .. · The act also provided for a 
special school tax in addition to the other revenues of the board, and 
for the first time the commissioners were required to· make provision 
for maintaining schools in the county beyond tbe limits of the city. 

By an act approved February 3, 1840, another modification was made, 
reducing the number of commissioners to eight, allowing one for each 
ward in the city an<l each beat in the county, and allowing the pur· 
chase of sites for school-houses and the erecting buildings thereon as 
.the school fund would justify. 

By act approved February 15, 1843, the number of commis~ioners 
·was again increased to fifteen, the members to bedividedintofiveequal 
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classes, one-fifth going out each year, and their successors elected for a 
term of five years. But, inasmuch as the board were invested with 
power, uot only to fill vacancies, but to elect successors to the out,going 
members, it became practically a close corporation-a self-perpetuating 
body. This act required that the school fund of the county should first 
be "applied towards the liquidation and payment of the debts of tlJe 
school commissioners," and afterwards the whole fnnd was to "be ap~ 
plied for tlle purpose of furnishing instruction to the children of the 
people in said county." 
· The same act forbade the selling or e.ncum bering of any of the 
school property except for the payment of debts theretofore contracted. 

The next act of the Legislature, approved February 9, 1852, was one 
far-reachiug in its effects, and much more potent in its influence than 
its framers had designed, desired, or expected. It became the founda
tion upon which the first system of public schools in Alabama was 
erected. The commissioners then in authority desired permission to 
sell Barton Academy, capitalize the purchase money, and add the in
terest accruing therefrom to the amount theretofore distributed among 
the schools patronized by the board. Section 2 of this act permitted 
the sale of this valuable property, provided a majority of the citizens of 
the couety should, at an election to be held in August thereafter, vote 
in favor of said sale. Section 3 prohibited, for the first time, the em
ployment of teachers not possessing certificates of qualification, to be 
giren by authority of the board. Section 4 provided that the board 
thereafter should consist of twelve members, one-fourth of whom should 
reside at least seven miles from the city ; that at the next election 
eight members should be elected, and that the eight so elected should 
elect four additional members from the old board, who should hold their 
offices two years, and that every second year the terms of four members 
should expire, and a new election be held by the people for their suc
cessors. 

The important question, the proposed sale of Barton Academy, became 
a topic of supreme interest to the people of Mobile, and, in its discus
sion and cousideration, stirred the popular mind as no other local sub
ject llad affected it for many years. Parties were formed, and the 
discnssious were warm, earnest, and aggressive. The press took an 
nctive part, public meetings were held, and, as the election drew nigh, 
it became tlJe absorbing topic everywhere in the city. 

Tile advocates of the sale of the academy were in favor of continuing 
the system theretofore in practice. That system, if system it could 
Jlroperly be called, kept up no schools of its own, but the fund was dis
tributed among difl'erent parochial schools, according to their respective 
nnmbers or as the commissioners considered the equitable share of 
each. The distribution fund to each school was too small to pay any 
large P~'Oportion of its expenses, and hence the commissioners neither 
had nor nLtempted to exercise any control over teachers or schools, 
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The appropriations by this board for the year 1851-52 were as 
follows: 
Methodist parish school .•••••.•••.•••••••••.•••.•••••••••...••..•••••...... $1,200 
Bethel schools .•••••..••.•..•••..•••..••.••.......•... -.. . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 1,300 
Catholic schools ....••...•••.•.•••.•••••...•...••••• -......••• -. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,20ij 
Trinity schools .••••.••....•.••••.•••••••.•• -- ....•. - . - - - - - . - - --- . - - - . . . . . . . 500 
To various schools in the county .•••••.••••..•.•.•.••...••....••............ 1,350 

Total appropriations .................................................. -~ 

The rental of Barton Academy (which had never been use(l for pub. 
lie schools, but was let, a part of it for private schools, a part for 
society or lodge rooms, and the remainder divided into small apart. 
ments for living and lodging rooms to various indiYiduals) had never 
exceeded one thousand dollars a year, and from the character ofits 
tenants was frequently in need of repairs. The advocates of its sale 
estimated that the property would sell for forty thousand dollars, and 
tlrat this amount could be invested so as to bring a larger income than 
was received from rents, and thus enable the commissioners to increase 
their annual appropriation for parochial schools. 

The committee of the board of commissioners, who recommended the 
appropriation stated above, made at the same time an elaborate report 
upon the subject of an independent system, expressing a laudable de· 
sire to extend the benefits thereof to the county, particularly (says the 
report) "as the prices of tuition in private schools have always been 
so high that it required more thau the ordinary income of the laboring 
man to keep one child at a good school, much less could he educare 
several." "Hence," continues the report, "almost one-half of the chil· 
dren in this favored land and wealthy community are growiug up with· 
out a knowledge of the siipple rudiments of learning." 

This was all lamentably true, but the true method of remedying the 
evil did not seem to occur to these earnest and well-meaning commis· 
sioners. But there- was developed a new and progressin~ spirit in 
Mobile, which favored a ''new departure" in educational methods, 
believed in public schools, and that the time had come wlwn a strong 
effort in that direction should be made. Th~s element of progress 
opposed the sale of Barton Academy, and contended, on the contrary, 
that it should be devoted to the uses for which it was erected.1 

•This handsome structure, now one of the finest buildings in the city, was erected 
mainly through tho etl'orts of Henry Hitchcock, one of the most enterprising, liberal, 
and public-spirited citizens Mobile ever bad-whose name and works ''still live in 
the hearts of the people." It, with the surrounding grounds and two new school 
buildings, occupies one entire square, with a frontage on Government Street of two 
hundred and thirty-nine feet, and a depth, to Conti Street, of three hundred and 
twenty-nine feet. Tb is eligible and valuable sq nare was deeded to the Mobile srbool 
commissioner& May 25, 1830, by Mr. Thomas H. Lane for the nominal sum of two 
thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars, much below its actual value. The build· 
ing was called Barton Academy in honor of Mr. Willoughby Barton, one of the earlY 
citizens of, and at one time .an e~t~n!ilV~ la;o.dhplde;r in, Mobile~ Why this honor 
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The system of schools now in successful operation was outlined in 
the Mobile Daily Advertiser, which took a zealous and leading· part 
against the sale of the academy and in favor of occupying it as the 
nucleus of a system of public schools, during the discussions of this ex
citing canvass. 

A public meeting, largely attended and without distinction of party, 
was held at the court-bouse on the 31st of July, 1852, at which resolu
tions against the sale of the building were unanimously adopted, and a 
''no sale" ticket was recommended to the suffrages of the people. 

The election was held on August 2~ 1852, with .the following re-
sult: 
For sale.-.--. . • • • . . . . • - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 244 
No sale ...•...•...•.•••.•••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••..•••• 2,225 

Majority against sale ..••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,981 

The following gentlemen were elected commissioners on the "no 
sale" ticket by an average roajority of nearly two thousand votes out 
of less t.llan twenty-five hundred votes cast: T. Sanford, W. H. Red
wood, W. G. Clark, 0. Le Baron, J. M. Withers, R. L. Watkins, C. A. 

Bradford, and Sidney E. Collins. These gentlemen met soon after 
the election and, as provided by law, chose four members of tl.Je former 
board to complete tlleir organization. The gentlemen selected were 
Messrs. D. C. Sampson, Jacob Magee, G. Horton, and M. R. Evans.1 

Regarding the almost unanimous vote by which they were elected in 
the ligllt of instructions to use Barton Academy for public scbool pur
poses, the new boaru at once provided for such alterations and repairs 
as were necessary, and, at the very first meeting of the board after 
organization, a committee was appointed to consider and report upon 
the best plan for organizing public schools in the city. That committee 
reported at a meeting lleld September 16, 1852, and, after careful con
sideration on that and the following day, their report was a.dopted and 
formed the nucleus of the existing system. · 

The funds at the command of the board at this time were very meagre. 
The entire revenue for the preceding year was, in round numbers, only 
six thousand dollars, and as that sum included one thousand dollars 
received from rent of the academy, which was no longer to be rented, 
the estimate for the year was only five thousand dollars,-a small sum · 
on wllich to found a system of public schools. But even thi~ amount 
could not be calculated upon. Unpaid appropriations amounting to 
over two tllousaud dollars.had to be provided for, while the sum of five 

was conferred on Mr. Barton is not now apparent, but presumably for some interest 
manifested by him in the cause of education, or from som& substant.ial aid given by 
him in the pnrchat;fl of the site or in the erection of the edifice. The building was 
erected in the year~ 183t and 1836. About six thousand do11ars were due thereon 
when the commissioner& elected in 1F52 assumed control. 

1 
Of this board of commissioners only three .are ;JJ.OW living, Ge.neral ;J. ~!. W.ithers, 

G. Horton, aud W. G. C.larl,t. · 
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dollars was all that was turned over from the treasurer of the old to the 
treasurer of the new board.l 

The first organizedpublic schools in the State of Alabama were opened 
in Barton Academy, Mobile, on the first .Monday in November, 1852 
four hundred pp.pils presenting themselves for admission the first da; 
of school. At tile beginning of t.he second quarter, February 1, 1853, 
the attendance was as follows: High school, one hundred and nine· , 
grammar school, two hundred and nine; primary school, five hundred 
and thirty-six; total, eight hundred and fifty-four; or more than double 
the pupils at the opening, three months before. 

In July, 1853, Mr. W. G. Olark, chairman of the school committee, to 
whom was at first intrusted the executive management of tile schools , 
was authorized and requested to visit the most approved public schools 
in the Northern States, study their systems, and make report thereon to 
the commissioners. This was done. During the summer anll autnmn, 
Mr. Clark visited the schools in New York, Boston, and other Northern 
cities, and the committee on reorganizing the Mobile system had the 
benefit of the information thus obtained in perfecting the organization 
in Mobile.. It was found that many excellent features in the systems 
at the North, which worked admirably in their respective localities, were 
not adapted to the peculiar circumstances attending the inauguration 
of public schools in the South, but so far as applicable the distinctive 
characteristics of these schools were adopted entire or in modified form. 
In the beginning, the system was divided i11 to three grades, primary, 
grammar, and high school. 1\iale and female schools ~n each grade were 
established; large halls running through the centre of the building on 
each floor rendered the separation of the sexes a matter of little diffi. 
culty. There was some debate at first about the propriety of establish· 
ing bjgh schools at the outset, but the charges for tuition were so exor· 
bitant in private schools of' approved character, and as tuition must be 
collected in all the schools for a time at least, the commissioners decided 
to do what they could to meet the public needs, and so started high 
schools as above mentioned. The grades were afterwards increased in 
number and made more distinctive in character. As modified, they 
were primary, intermediate, junior grammar, senior grammar, and high 
school. 

In August, 1853, the first judgment of the public upon t.he work of 
the school commissioners was obtained, and that voice was one of em· 
phatic approval. 

The opponents of the public school system made a zealous and per· 
sistent fight against the re-election of the outgoing members, placing a 
ticket representing their views in the field. The result of the election 
was as follows: Average votes for candidates in favor of the system, 

1 The Board of School Commissioners and the Public School System of ~he City and 
County of Mobile, PalPphlet, 1~69, p. 5, 
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one thousand five hundred and ninety-seven; average votes for camli
dates opposed to the system, eight hundred and sixty-nine. 

In .August, 1854, the system was carefully re-examined and consider
ably modified and improved, as experience had disclosed defects and 
indicated remedies. Until that time, the work of supervision and di
rection of the schools had fallen upon the commissioners through ap
propriate committees, which involved much time and labor, without 
any pecuniary reward or recompense whatever. The schools had so 
increased in number, aml the desire to extend the system, within and 
beyond the limits of the city, was so strong, tllat the commissioners de
cided to create the office of superintendent of schools, and give that 
officer appropriate duties and responsibilities. The city and county 
were then divided into school districts, and arrangements made for es
tablishing schools therein as rapidly as the means of the board would 
permit. 

The official statement of the receipts and expenditures of the com
missioners, during the first two years of their administration, was as 
follows: 
Receipts from licenses, auction d n ties, and taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . • • • • • $17, 65B. 21 
Receipts from tuition charges ... --- .........•... --..................... 10,889.81 
Receipts from donation, Samaritan Society.... . . . . . • • • • . • • • • • . . . . . • • . . . 300. 00 

Total...... • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • . . • • • • . . • . . • . . . . . • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 28, 848. 02 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid for country schoo~s....... •. . •••••... .... ...... .. .. .. .. . $2, 158.61 
Paid for balance appropriation old board for parochial schools 1, 0ij0. 00 
Paid for city branch schools.... . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . ·642. 51 
Paidfor pay-roll of teachers.................. .. . • .. . .. . • . .. 21, 802. 51 
Paid far repairs, printing, salaries of officers, and incidentals.- 6, 775.05 

---- 32, 428. 68 

Excess of expenditures .. __ ................. _ .................. .. 3, 580.66 

This excess was provided for by a loan on the individual security of 
the members-the board, as such, having no bankable credit-to the 
amount of two thousand dollars,. and advances by the secretary, 
amounting to one thousand five hundred and eighty dollars and. sixty
six cents.1 

The detailed statement from which the foregoing figures are derived, 
shows that the receipts from tuition fees were in excess of the entire 
revenue from taxation, and that, but for these fees, the schools could. 
not have been maintained. The rates charged, however, were so much 
lower than the charges for private schools that they did not seem at 
all onerous, and, as permits to attend the schools without charge were 

'It may be remarked here that· up to the days of "reconstruction," when the sys
tem was practically suspended, the members of the board of commissioners not only 
gave their time and services wHhout pay, butfrequently loaned their personal credit 
for the support of the schools, sometimes for large amounts at a time. 

879-No. 3---15 
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freely given to all pupils whose parents were unable to pay tuition fo 
them, the means of acquiring a good education were brougllt, for th

1 

first time in Mobile, or ..Alabama, within reach of all classes in the com 
munity. And while in the beginning this liberal action started thecr1 

of" free schools" (then meaning pauper schools) to the prejndiceofth; 
new system, yet the schools attained so high a character, both wiLh re 
gard to discipline and thoroughness of instruction, that the rich s001 

sought them for their children in preference to sending them ·to tb
1 

best private schools the city afforded. 
At the beginning of the third session, the number of pupils taughtii 

the public schools had increased to one thousand and twelve. In tlu 
winter of 1854, the first attempt to organize a system of public schoo]1 

for the State of Alabama was made, under the leadership of Hon. A 
B. Meek, a representative to the Legislature from the county of ~iobile. 
and chairman of the committee on education in the bouse of representa 
tives. Judge Meek was familiar with the Mobile system, and was in 
cited to his laudable efforts to provide public schools for the State hJ 

the success of that system, and the great benefits it was conferringupo1 
the community .1 

In July, J854, the Legislature passed an act condensing and collatio! 
the existing school laws in Mobile County, enlarging the powers ofth1 
commissioners, and providing for au increase of their revenues. A 

clause was inserted in the new act, by nearly the unanimous vote ofth1 
Legislature, prohibiting the board of school commissioners from evei 
diverting any portion of the school fund to the maintenance or suppo~ 
of any schools that were under sectarian influence or control. 

This school systel:!l met so fully, in its development and promis~ 
the wants of the people of Mobile, and was so highly esteemed bJ 
the Legislature, that in the act creating the State system it Will 

expressly declared that, "as the county of 1\iobile has established a 

public school system of its own, the provisions of this act shall appl~ 
to that county only so far as to authorize and require its school com
missioners to draw the portion of the funds to which that county will 
be entitled under this act, and to ·make the reports to the StateSuper· 
intendent herein required." It is worthy of remark that, in all subse· 
quent modifications and revisions of the State ssstem (save only durin~ 
the days of recom;truction) this separate and quasi independent position 
of the school system has been recognized and proclaimed. In 1875 it 
was made a part of the fundamental law by the incorporation of a pro· 
vision to that effect in the Constitution of the State. 

In August, 1855, the opponents of the system again made an effort 
to obstruct it, but they were defeated by a large majority o.f votes cast 
at the election for Commissioners. · 

In October, 1855, an institute for the special instruction of teachers 
-~=..,..,....,..<:;:::"',;;;-j-;:."""""""--~- - "'"" - ·-·- -- ·- -----·---~ 

1 Fuller reference is I»f-H1~ to ~bo fl:<.it ~(jt~;l)li~llig~ 1HlVH9 ijQQO.O!f1 iJ.l AJ~l)~m!lill tho 
1lU9Q~e<lio~ chat>t~r. 
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was organized at Barton Academy, and, with slight intermissions, has 
been continued to this day. 

At a meeting of the hoard held January 23, 1856, the chairman· 
of t~e executive committee, was requested to go to Montgomery for 
the purpose of procuring additional legislation in behalf of the school 
~ystem of Mobile. The fruit of this mission was the special act . ap
IJroved February 15, 1856. This act contains but two sections, but 
tllese were of vital interest to the public schools of Mobile, and, under 
their benign influence, the system developed with great rapidity, and its 
usefulness was largely extended. The first section provided that all 
the moueys collected for the State by the judge of probate, for certain 
licenses therein mentioned, should be appropriated to the school fund 
ofMabile Oounty. The second section authorized the board of school 
commissioners to levy an annual tax "not exceeding one-twentieth of 
one per centum upon the real and personal property of the county of 
Mobile" for the benefit of the public schools of the county. The una
nimity with which the Legislature passed this liberal act was a high 
compliment to the efficieucy of the sy~tem, and was at once a stimulant 
and an aid to its further development. 

The public examinations, at the close of the school year ending July 
31,1856, were largely attended and gave general satisfaction. o .... e of 
the city papers concluded a long. and detailed report. of the closing ex
ercises as follows : 

''We can not conclude this hastily written · notice without congratu
lating the community upon the marked and satisfactory progress of the 
public schools. Commenced less than four years ago, the first experi
ment of the kind in this State, and, with one exception, the first in the 
Southeru Atlantic and Gulf States, they have gone on steadily increas
ing· in numuers, worth, usefulness, and popularity, until now we need 
not be ashamed to compare some of them, at least, with the best com
mon schools in the older States. 

"The session just closed has been pre-eminently successful, showi~g 
a marked improvement over the best of its predecessors, and these 
schools now stand, as they deserve to stand, much higher in the public 
regard than ever before." 1 

The expenditures f'Qr the year ending July 31,1856, were twenty-one 
thansand eight hundred and ninety dollars and twenty-three cents, ex
ceeding the receipts-tuition fees amounting to fourteen thousand seven 
hundred and twelve dollars and eighty cents included-:-by nearly four 
thousand dollars. The deficiency was made up, as before, by loans ob· 
tained on the individual credit of members of the board. · 

The first regular census of the children of school age in the county 
was taken in October, 1856, with the following result: 
Nnmberof school children in city limits .......•.•.••••.••...•••••••.••.•••. 3.620 
Number of sehoul children iu county d i~:~tricts •••••.••••• , • ,. •• , .• y •••• , • • • • 2, 300 -· ·- - ·-·· · ~ Total ...•• !., ........... , ......... ' "•••• ........... ,, ,,,,., ..........•.... 6, 920 

· · -... ·~· -~r -. . .. .. . "'::'!':--~- --::---.·. . . . . . -.. . . ·-- - -'":~- · -- ... - -' '- · - --- - "· ·--

fThe Mobile Daily Advertiser, August 1, 1866. · 
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Under the influence of the act of February, 1856, the revenuesofth
1 

board were largely increased, amounting for the fiscal year endingJuiJ 
31,1857, to thirty-seven thousand and sixty-eight dollars and twenty.fi1•1 
cents. The expenditures the same year, including repayment of loan& 
were thirty-eight thousand one hundred and eighty-five dollars au~ 
thirty cents, still showing an excess, but much less than for previou1 

years. 
In August, 1857, another election was held for outgoing commission. 

ers, but this time without organized opposition. The candidates favor. 
ing the system received two thousand nine hundred and 11iuety-si1 
votes each out of a total vote of three thousand one hundred aud eighty. 
eight. 

In October, 1859, on the recommendation of a select committee ap. 
pointed to consider the subject, the office of superintendent was dis. 
continued, and his duties devolved upon the principal of the Boys' Hig~ 
School, who was made general principal, and the executive committee. 
The committee stated as a reason for their recommendation, that, as 
the schools were well organized, this heavy expense was not then nee. 
essary. 
The expenditures of the school commissioners for the school year ending 

July 31, 1858, were ................................................... $45,232.1! 
The income of the board the same year was .... . . .. • • . .. .. . .. • .. . .. .. . .. 44, 035.0l 

Showing an excess ofe~penditures .... .... .... ...... ..•••. ....... 1,197.1! 

A censu~ was taken in October, 1858, with the following result: 
Number of children of school age in the city ................................. 4,3ll 
Number of children of schoel age in the county .............................. 2,19~ 

Total .••••.........••.....••••.•.•...• ~ . • . . • • • . . . • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 500 

This shows a considerable increase in the number of children of school 
age in the city, and a small decrease in the county districts. 

There were enrolled in the public schools in the city, on March 311 

1859, one thousand five hundred and thirty-three pupils, and the aver· 
age daily attendance during the preceding session was one thousand 
two hundred and forty. 
The expenditures for the fisca.l year ending July 31, 1859, were .......... $~9,090.21 
The receipts for the same period (including $9,526.96 for tuition) were.... 37,860. ~ -Making an excess of expenditures ......... _ .... . .. . .. .. •. . .. . .. . . 1,229.~ 

The deficiency was made up, as theretofore, by bank discounts on 
the individual credit of some of the commissioners. There was again 
an active contest over the policy of the commissioners in August, 18591 
nominally directed against the abolishment of the office of superinten· 
dent; but the unsleeping and persistent opposition to the system itsel_f, 
which had followed it from the beginning, was the backbone of thiS 
renewed effort to cripple, if not destroy it. The result showed that the 
system was too thoroughly intrenched in the affections of tlw peopl~ 
whom it so greatly b_·nefi.ted, to be seriously disturbed by anyopposJ· 
tion that could be arrayed against the commissioners. 



PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM OF MOBILE. 229 

The gross receipts, including$11, 767.10 from tuition, for the fiscal year end-
ingJnly :n, 1859, were ...... -----.- -----· -----· ---------------------- $46,681.51 

Expenditures for the same period--.- ............ ~ .......... ___ ..... _... 46, 937. 35 
The average atten.dance at the city schools was . __ •....•••. ____ . _____ . _ 1, 811 

At the elections held in 1861 and 1863 the outgoing members of the 
board were reelected without any serious opposition. The income of 
the board from other sources had increased sufficiently to permit a re
duction in tuition charges, and a liberal extension of the free list, and, 
until the War was in actual progress, the schools were very prosperous. 
Even then~ although the Boys' High School was seriously depleted, the 
Girls' Hig·ll School ancl all the lower departments were very full, and 
satisfactory progress in study was made. 

The teachers' class, to which reference has been made, was an impor
tant feature of the Girls' High School, and became exceedingly valuable 
as a training school, from which not only well informed, but in some 
degree well practised teachers were drawn, from time to time, as their 
Rervices were needed. 

The occupation of Mobile by Federal troops, under General Granger, 
in 1865, made it necessary to close the public schools. As all the funds 
of the board were in Confederate notes and securities, there was noth
ing in thP- treasury from which to pay the teachers. The commissioners, 
howe•rer, succeeded in effecting an arrangement with the military au
thorities, by means of which any of the public school teachers, who so 
deRired, were p(lrmitted to open private schools in the public school 
buildings. 

At a meeting of tbe commissioners held in July, 1865, a committee 
was appointed to confer with Provisional Governor Parsons upon the 
situation, with the result that the board was authorized to proceed with 
their work as theretofore. 

The fiscal statement of the secretary for the year ending July 31,1865, 
showed a nominal balance in the treasury of tbirty-fi ve thousand six 
~undred and ninety-three dollars, lmt this was made up of twenty-seven 
thensand seven hundred dollars in Confederate bonds, one thousand 
seven hundred dollars in interest-bearing Confederate notes, and there
mainder in ordinary Confederate notes. At the September meeting, in 
1865, an official correspondence between the chairman of the executive 
committee and J. F. Uollins, adjutant-general of the State under Gov
ernor Parsons, was submitted. The following is the letter of General 
Collins: 

"To Mr. W, G. CLARK· 

'~The board of school commissioners, except such as are applicants for 
special pardons, are hereby authorized to resume the duties of such 
hoard, as also the exercise of all powers vested in them by the stq,tutes. 
Vacancies will be temporarily fille4 by the board. 

"By order of the Governor. 
,, JOHN F. COLLINS, -

''Adjutant- General." 
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Upon ther~ading of this communication such members as were in the 
excepted . class retired, and the vacancies were filled by the remaining 
mem hers of the board. At the same meeting provision was made for 

. the re-opening of the public s~hools in the next autu_mn. As the board 
was without available means, moderate charges for tuition were made in 
all the schools. This action of the commissioners was telegraphed to 
the Govfjrnor: from whom a reply was received approving the action ol 
the board. 

On the 1st of September, 1865, the president, by direction of the board, 
published an address explaining the difficulties under which the com. 
missioners labored, the reason why it became necessary to charge tui. 
tion in all the schools, and giving assurance that these charges would 
be reduced and removed as rapidly as the income of the board would 
permit. On this point the address says: 

"The board deeply regret the necessity of going so far backward as 
to re-establish tuition charges in the primary, intermediate, and branch 
schools, but, as in the early history of our system, these charges will be 
removed at the earliest practicable moment. * * • 

'~It is our fixed policy that no pupil who evinces a disposition to ob· 
tain an education shall long be excluded, by reason of poverty, from 
any of the privileges afforded by these schools. We can point with 
gratification and pride to members ofourcorpsofteachers who graduated 
with honor from our high schools, and who received all their education 
within the walls of Barton Academy without having paid a single dol· 
lar for tuition." 

On the 6th of November following, an election was held under the 
provisional government for an entire board of school commissioners, at 
which all, with one or two exceptions, of the old members were re-elected. 

At the first meeting of the provisional Legislature, in the winter of 
1865-66, an act was passed authorizing the board to levy a special tax, 
from ti.me to time, to provide school-houses, furniture, apparatus, and if 
necessary to anticipate receipts, to issue bonds payable from such taxes 
when collected. The public schools were re-opened in Barton Academy 
and Orange Grove school-house on the ·first Monday in October, 1865, 
with a good attendance of pupils. The receipts of the board for the 
fiscal year ending July 31, 1866, were as follows: 
From taxes and licenses collected _ ..•. _ . __ ..••• ___ • _____ .. _ . ____ . . . . . . . $5 912.16 
From tuition charges ...• _. __ . _ ...•.. _ ~ _ .. _ •••• _ ••• ____ . _ •• _. ____ .. . . . . 22. 015.00 

From special school-tax ...• ·--~-· .... .••••. .••• •••• ..••••. ••••. .. ..... 7,000.00 
From miscellaneous sources·--- ..••••••.••• -~-------------· .••• ·----·.. 90.00 

Total ... __ •. __ •. __ •.• _ ••. __ . ___ • _ . _. ____ .. _ •••. ___ .. _ .. ___ .... _.. 35, 017. 16 
The Axpenditures of the commissioners for the same period were ......... 44,191.86 

showing a deficiency of over nine thousand dollars, which was provided 
for by a loan of ten thou sand dollars secured on the personal credit of 
members of the board. 

At the next session of the public schools, in view of a probable in· 
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crease in funds, tuition charges were reduced one-half in all the lower 
departments. . 

The Boys' High School was not re-opened until1870, as, from the resqlt 
ofthe War, few boys who could attend school at all, were found com
petent to enter until prepared in the lo,ver departments. 1 

The Governor of the State, as appears from the report of the executive 
committee to the board~ had for two years preceding drawn, and used 
for the expenses of the State government, the amount collected from 
license taxes in Mobile County, appropriated to educational purposes 
by act approved February, 1856.2 

. 

On the 18th day of May, 1865, Mr. Thaddeus Sanford, the first presi-_ 
dent of the board of school commissioners, a man of extensive learning, 
of high character, oflarge culture, and an influential and devoted friend 
to popular education, departed this life full of years and honors. He was 
for many years editor and proprietor of the Mobile Register, and at the 
breaking out of the War was collector of the port of Mobile. Mr. G. 
Horton was appointed by the military authorities to fill the vacancy 
c~used by the death of .1\Ir. Sanford, and this appointment was con
firmed by. an election by the board. 

At a meeting held in May, 1867, the first movement in the direction of 
educating colored children in the public schools was made by the board 
of commissioners. In June, 1867, the death of Mr. A. L. Pope, an effi
cient and worthy member of the board, was announced. Mr. F. G. Brom
berg was appointed by the military au thuri ties to fill the vacancy, and this 
action was confirmed, by the board . .At the meeting held in August, 1867, 
Mr. Clark, for the committee on the education of colored children, ap
pointed in May preceding, made a partial report. He stated that he had 
been in correspondence with Mr. C. W. Buckley, superintendent of the 
Freedmen's Bureau, to see what aid could be expected from that source. 
That geutlemau, in his reply, explained the aets of Congress relating to 
the subject, expressed gratification at the disposition manifested by the 
commissioners to co-operate in the education of colored children, and 
stated that twelve thousand dollars had been appropriated to erect 
buildings in Mobile for the use of colored schools. As there was no 
election held for school commissioners in August, 1867, General Pope 
appointed Messrs . .A. M. Granger, Dr. Charles Mohr, and R. '-IV. Coale 
to fill the places of the out-going members, aud those appointments 
were ctmfirmed by election by the board. .At a meeting held October 
2,-r867~ Rev-. E. D. Taylor (colored) appeared, and, by invitation, sul)
mitted a communication with regard to the educat.ion of colored chil
tlren, his special purpose being to obtain aid in the erection of a build
ing for school and church purposes. On October Hith following a peti--1 

An attempt tore-establish this school was ma.de under. the Putnam administration, 
bnt it was nnsnccessfnl. 

2
0fthe seventeen thousand dollars irregnlarly taken for the use of the State, only 

about five thonsaud dollars have been restored to the commissioners. 
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tion was presented from the American Missionary Association, asking 
aid in the purchase of a building for the education of colored children 

' which was referred to a joint committee composed of the executive and 
financial committees. 

At a meeting held January 28, 1868, the secretary of the board was 
directed to ascertain the amount of schooL taxes paid by colored people, 
and to apply the en tire sum so collected to the assistance of schools 
for colored pupils. The secretary's exhibit for the fiscal year ending 
July 31, 1868, shows: 

Gross receipts, including tuition fees and borrowed money - ...•••. -.... $64,835.29 
Disbursements, including repayment of borrowed money and back salary 

of secretary ..........••••....... - .......•• - •.•• - - - . - - - - . - - - . - - . • . . . . 62, 180.86 

Leaving balance on hand .•••.•••••••• -- ••...••••.••• -.. . . • • . . . . 2, 654.43 

In 1868, under the constitution of1867, a new State government was 
put in operation, and the control of matters relating to · public educa. 
tion was committed to a so-called'' board of education." 

This board held its first session in tile summer of 1868, and in an act 
introduced by Mr. G. L. Putnam and approved August 11, continued all 
laws ·in force on the 20th day of July, 1868. This act also provided that · 
a superintendent should be appointed for Mobile County, with salary , 
fixed by the school .board, and that the commissioners should be ap· 
11ointed "as are the trustees in other counties." 

On the adjournment of the board of education, Dr. Cloud appointed 
Mr. G. L. Putnam, the author of the bill, superintendent, who afterward 
appeared before the Mobile school commissioners, claiming recognition 
as such. 

Not having filed a satisfactory bond, as required by law, the board did 
not deem it necessary to inquire further into his authority or the legal· 
ity of hi~ appointment 

At a meeting held August 12, 1868, the effect of the legislation of the 
"board of education'' with regard to the powers of the commisRioners 
was discussed, Hon. Alexander .lVIcKinstry, then the legal adviser of 
the board (and a prominent Republican) being present. The result was 
the adoption of the following resolution, with Judge McKinstry's assent 
and approval ; 

'' Resolved, That on full consideration of the acts of the Legislature 
and the board of education, we have no question that the board of school 
commissioners, as now constituted, still continues, and that this board 
will go forward as heretofore and discharge the dn~ies required by 
law." 

At a meeting held August 24, ~868, Mr. Clark, chairman of the joint 
c·ommittee on the subject of schooh; for colored children, submitted a 
report recommending the establishment at once of three schools of 
suitable grade, to b.e located so as best to accommodate tile centres of 
colored population in the city, and directing the committee on school 
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districts to make provision for teaching colored children in the county 
districts, which was unanimously adopted. 

About this time began an exciting controversy between the State 
Superintendent and his appointee for couuty superintendent on one side, 
and the board of school commissioners on the other, which continued 
several months, the former striving to obtain possession of the schools 
or to control the board in operating them, the latter claiming that the 
proposed management was inimical to the best interests of the schools, 
and threatened their destruction. The membership of the board ·at 
tbat time was about equally divided between Republicans and Demo
crats, and it is worthy of note that the former were among the most 
resolute and unyielding defenders of the rights and immunities of tbe 
iloard against what they regarded as a dangerous attempt at usurpa
tion. A compromise was at one time agreed upon, but failEJd of its 
proposed object. The State ·superintendent then issued an order sus
pending all the members of the board. New commissioners were ap
pointed and through Mr. Putnam, claiming to be county superintend· 
ent, demanded possession of the books, papers, and other effects of 
tbe board of school commissioners. This board, having been advised 
by eminent counsel that their attempted removal from office was ille
g<tl, and feeling it a solemn duty to maintain, by all legal means, the 
system of schools they had organized and developed at great personal 
sacrifice and labor, and to defend the responsible trust placed in their 
hands by the people of Mobile, declined to yield to the demands made 
upon them. Recourse was then had to the law courts, and, after a 
hearing before the circuit judge, a mandamus was obtained ordering 
tbe boa.rd to deliver up the books and property in their possession. 
T~e committee, still acting under the advice of counsel, and in accord
ance with their own views of duty, declined to obey the mandate of the 
court and took an appeal to the supreme court of the State. They were 
then proceeded against for contempt of court and committed to the 
common jail of the county. They were given, however, the best accom
modations the jail afforded, and were the recipients of innumerable cour
tesies and attentions from the officers of the jail and the citizens of 
Mobile generally. When the commitment was ordered a special mes
senger was sent to one of the judges of the supreme court of the State, 
who, as soon as the case was stated, issued an order for the release of 
the commissioners, who were discharged on the 1st day of Octo her, after 
forty-eight hours' imprisonment, in time to attend the regular meeting of 
teachers preparatory to re-opening the schools on the following Monday. 

The schools opened as usual, with a good attendance. On the 6th of 
July t,hereafter, the supreme court rendered a decision in favor of the 
board on the mandamus case appealed by them from the circuit court 
of Mobile,I 
--------------------------·--------------------------------

I The Bo:uu of School Commi:,sioners and the Public School. System of the City and 
County of Mobile. Pamphlet, 1~69, p. 22. 
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During their incarceration, a formal mr.eting of. the board was held 
in the jail, at which resolutions were adopted making all the primary, 
intermediate, branch, and county schools free from tuition charges. 

The following summary of tlw statistics for the. school year ending 
June 3, 1869, shows the condition of the schQols at that time: 

ATTENDANCE. 

High school (girls) .••••..••.•....••.•••. -- .......... - - -- - • -- - • . - - - - . . • . . . . . . 140 
Senior gra~mar ............................................ -·-· ---- .... .... 241 
Junior grammar . • • • • • . • • • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • .. • • . . . . . . . • . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 2&l 
Primary, intermediate, and branch schools ....... -•.. - ....................... 1, 050 
County schools .......•.. -~-- .....••••. _. ___ ........•••......•••••.••••...... 6!0 

Total at white schools •••..••..• ~ ..... - ............................... 2, 417 

-
Creole school ••.•.....•..•..•..•.•••.••••.•. -.. -- .. - - ........••••... -. . . . . . . . 184 
Good Shepherd school. ...••..•.••. ·--·"·.................................... 110 
Stone Street school .•••••.......•...•.•.....••.•..•....•••...• -.. . • .. . . . . . . . . . 325 
Little Zion schooL ............................ , •.•... ·••o•· :... ...... ....... 300 

Total at colored schools . . • . . . . . • • • • . • . . . .. • . • • . . • • • . . • • . . . . • . • • . . . . • . . 919 

Total attendance, white and colored ................................... 3, 336 

The :first diplomas awarded to graduates from the high schools were 
given to two young ladies in the 3·ear 1859. From that time there were 
graduates at the close of every year, the least number being three, and 
the highest number fourteen. The whole number to July, 1869, was 
one hundred and five. Of these graduates fifty-eight, or more than fifty 
per cent. of the whole number, chose the teacher's profes~ion, and 
twenty-five were, at the time mentioned, employed in teaching in t~e 
public schools of Mobile. So the high schools were practically normal 
schools for training teachers for their arduous and responsible work. 

In November, 1869, the boardof education passed an act abolishing 
the separate school system of Mobile County, and making the general 
provisions of the school laws of the State applicable thereto. After the 
passage of this act, the State authorities refused to pay over to the man· 
agement of the Mobile public schools the proportion of the school fund 
to which that.county was entitled, but instead recognized the superin· 
tendent appointed by Dr. Cloud. Under these circumstances, aud being 
unwilling to deprive the community of the schools which they were 
unable, from lack of funds, to carry on, the Mobile school commis· 
sioners gave directions to surrender the public school buildings iu t~e 
cfty to the appointees of the board of education. Schools were main· 
tained in them, under the direction of County Superintendent Put· 
nam, until the spring of 187l. Meanwhile a new State Superintendent, 
Hon. Joseph Hodgson, had been elected, aiJu important changes were 
made in the memller~bip of the bo~rd of education. A law was enacted 
giving the election o:7 county superintendent an<l school commission· 
ers to the people of Mobile County. 'l'he election was held in the 
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spring of 1871, and, after an animated contest, Mr. E-. R. Dickson, gen· 
eral principal of the Barton .Academy School under the old b_oard, was 
chosen superintendent. Under his judicious and energetic manage· 
ment, with the large powers given him by the act, order was gradually 
restored, and the schools were placed once more in good working con· 
dition. ~f.ilJere was still a board of commissioners; but they had little 
power under the law and, practically, were simply advisers of' the super· 
iotendent. The board, however, was made up of some of the best cit· 
izens of Mobile County.. · 

On the adoption of the Constitution of' 1875-which abolished that 
dual legislative body, the board of education, and restored alllegisla· 
tion in school matters to the General Assembly, and completed there· 
habilitation of the State-it was deemed advisable to return to the old 
system of management for the Mobile public schools, under which they 
bad been organized, built up, and become so popular and prosperous . 
.An act was accordingly framed with much care, was unanimously rec
ommended, without change, by the committees on education in both 
houses of the General .Assembly, was adopted in both bodies with like 
unanimity, and approved Ly the Governor February 15,1876. This is the 
latest legislative enactment on the subject of the 1\Iobile public schools. 

Section 1 of this act continued the school officers then in office in 
l1obile until September 1, 1876. 

Section 2 provided for the election, at ihe general election in .August, 
1S7G, of six commissioners, two of them to reside at least six miles from 
the court-house, whose term of office should commence on the :first 
Wednesday of September thereafter. 

Section 3 provided that the six members so elected should meet on 
the first Wedt1esday in September, and procee<l to elect by ballot three 
of the members of the former board, who, with the six elected by the 
people, should constitute the board of commissioners. The commis· 
sioners were then to be divided into three classes, the three members of 
the former board to !>e class No. 1, and hold their offices two years, the 
names of the other six to be placed on two tickets-three on each-and 
the one first drawn to be class No. 2, giving a term of four years, and 
the remaining ticket, No. 3, to hold for a term of six years. .At every 
general election, at intervala of two years, three commissioners were to 
be elected to replace the outgoing members, each new member to hold 
office six years. 

Section 4 gives authority to elect a president and vice-president, to 
hold office for two years, and directs the election of a county superintend. 
ent of education, to serve a term of four years, and gives permission 
to elect or appoint such other officers or agents as they may, from time to 
time, deem expedient. .All the members were to take an oath of office. 

Section 5 gives the commissioners full authority to receive and collect 
all revenues to which they were entitled when tlJe board of education 
was established, and" to continue in force, revive, modify, and improve 
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as to them may seem fit, the public school system now existing in the 
county of Mobile." 

A sum not exceeding twenty per cent. of the school revenues, exclusive 
of amounts received from the State educational fund, could be expended 
in the purchase or lease of property for school purposes. 

Section 6 defines the authority and general duties of the superintend. 
ent, and makes him, ex offic'io, a member of the board of commissioners. 

At the election in August, 1876, the following named gentlemen were 
elected commissioners under this act: J. Maguire, M. Mcinnis, F. Girard, 
W. G. Clark,1 W. H. Leinkauf, and R. B. Owen. 

At their meeting in September, the following members of the outgoing 
board were elected: William Spence, R. D. Moffatt, and N. W. Perry. 

At the same meeting Prof. E. R. Dickson was unanimously elected 
superintendent, and has been, from time to time, with like unanimity, 
re-elected as his own successor. He is now in his fourth term nuder the 
present board but the fifth of active service as superintendent, and to 
his close attention~ unceasii;lg vigilance, unwearied energy, and great 
capacity for labor the public schools of Mobile are largely indebted for 
their remarkable prosperity and usefulness. 

Pl'ofessor Dickson was called to Mobile from the rectorship of the 
academic department of the University of Alabama, when that institu· 
tion was closed on account of the destruction of its buildings, ami be-. 
fore he became superintendent of schools be was a successful teacher. · 

The public schools have, since the restoration, been stea<lily growing 
in numbers, in efficiency, and in prosperity. With additional accommo· 
dations each year, the superintendent is still puzzled to find room for 
the number of children applying for instruction. The fame of these 
schools has induced many residents of other counties in this State and 
citizens of other States to send their children to Mobile with the hope 
of entering them in these schools; but the pressure is too great at home 
to receive pupils from abroad, and the commissioners have been com· 
pelled to adopt a stringent rule prohibiting it. 

The studies in these schools range from the first steps in the primary 
department to a preparation, in the Boys' High School, for t~e third year 
in college. Graduates of this school have found no difficulty in 6Dter· 
ing the Junior class of the University of Alabama. Graduates of the 
Girls' High School compare favorably with the graduates from the best 
Southern seminaries, and are well prepared to enter advanced schools 
for women, to prosecute higher studies by themselves, to engage in the 
useful occupation of teaching, or to "act well" their "part" in any sta· 
tion in life. 

1 Mr. Clark was elected a memuer of the board of commissioners organized in 1852, 
which founded the public schools of Mobile, and continued a member by re-election 
until1870, when the functions of the board were suspended; he was elected a member 
of the new board at the restoration in 1876, was re~elected in 1882, and again in 1888, 
making a continued service in the old board of eighteen years, in the new board of 
more than twelve, or over thirt,v years in all. 
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Couuected with the high schools is a fairly equipped chemical labora
tory, where interesting and profitable work is done, in connection with 
instruction in the department of chemistry and physics, which is ad
mirably conducted by Professor Dickson in person. The laboratory 
was commenced about ten years ago, and the apparatus has been in
creaseli from year to year, as the means of the commissioner~ permitted. 

It is designed for chemical analysis and for assistance in the study of 
physics. Nothing has beeu done for display, but the laboratory is finely 
supplied with balances, burners, and all other appliances necessary for 
measurements. The students supply their own working outfits. Uou
nected with the laboratory is a dynamo capable of furnishing electricity 
for two thousand-candle lights, operated by a two-horse-power engine. 

The pupils take turns in running the engine, with a view to studying 
the mechanism of the machine. 

'rhe laboratory student is first taught to analyze qualitatively, and 
so directed as to secure systematic work. The silver group of metals 
is taken, for example; the names of the metals are learned, then the 
molecula,r values of' silver, lead, and mercury; then the solvent nitric 
acid, the composition of nitric acid and its molecular value; next, the 
nitrates of silver, lead, and mercury, an<l their molecular values; then . 
t~e precipitant, and the writing of' the equations illustrating the change 
of the same; then tests for the metals present in ~he filtrate; tests for 
the same by blow-pipe and by the electric flame; then tests for the 
presence of the acids used. The laboratory course covers three year8. 
The first year is devoted to qualitative work, the second to qualitative 
work in orgauic chemistry and to chemical physics, and the third to 
quantitative analysis and to physics, Electricity is also studied, ex
periments being made by the pupils by means of the battery and the 
dynamo. 

'fhe rudiments of astronomy are taught, beginning with descriptive 
astronomy, with experimental work in finding, by observation, the con-. 
stellations, describing the courses of the planets, correction of the com
pas8, etc. 

In thA study of physiology the circulation, the nervous system, the 
~eart, the lungs, the ear, the eye, and the digestive system are all illus
trated by models. 

In the study of English, after the concords, conjugations, and declen~ 
sions have been learned, the pupil is taught the use of the sentence, 
which is considered logically and grammatically, and then with refer
ence to its idiomatic value; the forms and uses of modifiers are also 
taken up, then metaphoric language and the changes in signification 
which words have undergone. 

In the lower grades of the~e schools the plan of instruction pursued 
is to teach the three "R's" ·first. The pupil ·begins to write wh.en he 
begins school. He is taught first to make forms, then letters, then 
words. He learns to read by the word method. He practises spelling 
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by producing the word upon paper and upon the black-board. The 
teacher reads and the pupils take down what has been read, then they 
exchange papers and correct each other's errors. 

The pupil begins arithmetic when he begins to write. He learns first 
the value of numbers as units and then of their fractional parts. He 
soon begins the study of mental arithmetic, which is continued through 
all the departments until he reaches the high school. Written arith. 
metic is taught in the same manner as mental arithmetic. The pupil 
learns to generalize; exa,mples given for solution are referred by the 
pupil to the class to which they may belong; hence the discussion of 
one problem furnishes the explanation to all problems of that class. 
The principle upon which all instruction is given in these schools isto 
proceed from the known to the unknown, i.e., to teach from the knowJ. 
edge already acquired that part of the unknown that has some definite 
relation to that knowledge. Much of the work given to pupils is origi· 
nal, thus rendering help from the use of ~'keys" impossible. The prob· 
lems which are to be solved are prepared in the school-room; question 
and answer work is prepared by the pupil at his home. The teacheris 
with his division during study hours, sees who is trying to learn, dis· 
covers the weaknesses of each pupil, aud learns to estimate him at his 
true value. This is made evident by the work the pupil, unaided, can 
perform. 

'l'he study of history holds an important place in school work. The 
history of the United States is begun in the grammar school, where the 
pupil learns the dates of histori~al events, taught consecutively, ancl 
repeated daily until he can name them in their order just as he can 
name the letters of the alphabet. He then learns brief descriptions of 
tnese events; then to expand the descriptions and give statistics. 

In 1870, after the retirement of the old board of commissioners, less 
than five hundred pupils attended the central district-Barton Acad· 
·emy -schools. In 1888 the same 8chools had an attendance of over thir· 
teen hundred pupils. In 1870 the school commi~sioners only owned 
three school buildings within the city limits. In1888 they had .nine school 
buildings in the city and ten in the county dif3tricts, with other build· 
ings in progress. There are twenty-eight school districts in the county 
of Mobile, in which, including the.city, were taught, in 1888, sixty-two 
white and thirty-one colored schools, making a total of ninety-three. 
In these schools one hundred white and fifty-seven colored teachers, 
total one hundred and fifty-seven, were employed. 

-Tile a.~ount paid white teacherr:dn 188 8 was ...•........ ·--··----- ...... $34,765.0'2 
The amount paid colored1 teachers in 1888 was .•••••.••••• --·· ...•.. ____ 13,424.05 --48,189.07 

1 It has for years been the policy of the school com.missioners to employ colored teach· 
era as r~p!dly ~s properly q.nl'lolitied persons conld be procured, To facilitate thisp~r
po&e tbe iUpel•intendeut b~s established· a teachers' class for colorerl teac4ers, whiCh 
meot$ every SR~tm~day dqrini t~rm time1 a..u<l ts lar~ely ~tt~»ded, 
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Tile ineome of the board for the year was; 
FroUI State nppropriatiou.---- .. ---- .. ---- .. ----. --.- .... ---- ..•••••.• -. $18, 808. 29 
Frondocal taxation and other sources (in round numbers) about _. __ .... 50, 000.00 

68,808.29 

The teachers' classes, both white and colored, were resumed years ago, 
and are iu successful operation. Attendance at these classes is now 
made obligatory. The teachers are formed into classes for the purpose 
of study, and for th~ time being considered as pupils. The subjects 
taught are such as belong to the elementary and secondary s·chools. 
The instructor of one of these classes readily learns to estimate the ac
quirements and capabilities of the teacher much better than he could 
do from any single examination. The school authorities offer to the 
teacilers every facility to perfect themselves in scholarship and in the 
art of teaching. 

Tile writer has been thus minute in sketching the origin and growth 
of these schools because they were the pioneers of popular education in 
the Sonth-West; because they have b«:>en practically, except during the 
iuterrnption of the reconstruction period, under the sam'3 management 
from the beginning; because they have given a great impetus to the 
cause of education in the State, and have been of inestimable value 
to t.he people of Mobile; and because they are intrinsically worthy of 
public attention, and have no cause to shrink from comparison with the 
btJst public schools in the most favored localities. 

CHAPTER III. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN ALABAMA. 

Inauguration of the System in 1855-The Administrations of Superintend
ents Perry and Duval-l nterruption by the Civil lV ar-The Schools under 
the Board of Education-Difficulties and Dangers Experienced-The 
Constitution of 1875-Renewed Interest in Popular Education-Prog'tess 
and Prospects of Public Education in Alabama. 

As stated in the preceding chapter, the first attempts at a syst~m of 
public schools in Alabama were made in the year 1854, when the Hon. 
A. B. Meek, a member of the house of representatives from the 
county of Mobile, submitted to that body a bill providing for the es
tablishment and maintenance of public schools in Alabama, which, 
having passed both houses of the General Assembly, was approved by 
the Governor February 15, 1854. The administration provided by this 
act was a Superintendent of Education for the State, three commission
ers for each county, and trustees for the several townships. 

Mr. W. F. Perry, an experienced and enlightened educator, and a 
m~n of high cb~racter and h!tlttence, waS~ the drst Superioteudeut, \lnd 
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he gave to his new work much patience, energy, a~d perseverance. 
Necessarily the work of organization proceeded slowly; in the cities 
and larger towns there was not so m nch difficulty, for in them something 
of the plan ·and prosperity of the Mobile schools was known; but the 
sparseness of population in the outlying townships, the small amounts 
at .first available for schools, the indifference prevailing among the illi~ 
erates, and the inexperience in and, in many cases, incompeteucy for 
this particular work on the part of the commissioners, made the work of ' 
organization difficult, even under the direction of so earnest and devoted 
a superintendent as General Perry. · 

The school fund for 1855 was made up as follows: 
Interest on the sixteenth section fund (value of lands sold and procetlds 

paid into the State treasury $1,244, 793.36) ............................ $74,687.60 
Interest on valueless sixteenth section fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, 76i.30 
[nterest on United States deposit. fund ....•....... ·....•..•.............. 53,5~6. 9J 

Direct appropriation from treasury .......•.••.........••.•............ 100,000.00 
Special taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . ••• . • . • • • . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . 1, 300.00 
Escheated property.................................................... 233.55 

237,515.39 

Of this amount $5,000 were appropriated for contingent expenses of 
the department of education. 

The number of children of school age, as enumerated for that year, 
was 145,588. · 

The reports for that year are very imperfect; the new subordinate 
school officers were unfamiliar with their duties, and little more than . 
organization was accomplished. The school fund for the year 1856 was 
increased to $267,690.41, and the enumeration of children to 171,093. 

The whole number of public scl10ols taught during· the y~ar, exclud· 
ing the county of Mobile~ which had its own system, and the countyof 
Lawrence, not reported, was 2,260, having an enrolment of 89,013. lf 
to this is added the enrolment of the Mobiie schools (1,847) aud the 
number of pupils attending private schools, seminariE:'s, aild colleges 
(9,419), not counting those in Mobile and Lawrence Counties, the ag· 
gregate school attendance in the State in 1856 will be found to exceed 
100,279, equal to a little less than one to every four of the white popu· 
ation, as declared by the State census of 1855. 

The year 1857 showed the following results : 
School fund increased to .............................................. $281,874.41 
Number of scholars enumerated ...... ...•.. ...... ...... .... •.... ...... 178,095 
Increase ofnumber of schools over lt156 ...... .... ...... ...... ...... .... 175 j· 
Increase of pn pils registered over 1856 .. _ .....• __ . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. 6, 008 
Increase of average daily attendance._ ......... _ .•.. _ . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . 4, 974 

Increase ofexpenclitures foL' public schools ............................. $62,i05.92 

As the amount expended for the public schools was largely in excess 
(about .fifty per cent.) of the general school fund, a large sum had to ~e 
made up by contributions from the people in the several school dt~· 
tricts. ·In many of the smaller villages and in settlements where prl· 
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vate schools were established, the teachers were allowed a proportion of 
the fund to prolong their schools, making them q'ltasi public schools, 
and in others small tuition ch~trges were allowed to make up the salary 
of the teachers. By this means the sclwols a.t this time were kept up 
an average of six months in the year. · 

At the earnest recommendation of Superintendent Perry, the Legis
ature, in1856, amended the school law by abolishing the office of county 
commissioner, and substituting therefor that of county superintendent, 
with well defined duties and moderate remuneration for his services. 
To this change in the law General Perry attributes (no doubt justly), in 
his report for that year, the improvement noted in the school year of 
1857. He says: 

"The wisdom of this change will be much more apparent when it is 
remembered that· the improvement has not yet had time to develop 
what it is capable of accomplishing. 

''Many of the superintendents found their counties almost entirely un
organized, the people listless and indifferent, and the trustees ignorant 
of their duties. • • .. An unprecedented impulse has unquestion
ably been given to the cause of common school education in the Stat.e, 
and this is due in a large degree to the faithfulness and efficiency of 
county superintendents." 

In his report for 1857 that officer also discusses the office of town
ship trustees, which he regarded "the weakest feature" in the school 
system. He says : 

''An interest in the cause of education, considered abstractly, is not 
sufficiently general or sufficiently intense to afford, of itself, that stim· 
ulus to uniform and long continued exertion which is essential to its 
successful administration." 

He recommended that tbe duties of tbe office be more specifically de
fined, that the officers should be required to give bond and be allowed 
r.ompensation for their services. This able and intelligent officer re
tired from service in the autumn of 1858, and was succeeded by Bon. 
Gabriel B. Duval, an accomplished gentleman and a successful officer. 

His report to tbe Governor, for tbe school year 1858, em bodies the 
following statistics : 
Number of schools taught . . • • . . . . • • .. . . . . • • •• . . . . . . . •••••............. 2. 597 
Number of pupils registered.... . • • • • • . • • • • . • . • . • • .. . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . 98, 27 4 
Average daily attendauoe --~- ...•..•••...•••..••••..••........... _ .... 42,274 
Average number ofmonths taught ......•••........••••. ---··----·-.... 6i 
Expenditures on account of schools ........•........ _ .......•.. _ ...•... $564, 210. 46 

The report shows that, with an increase of children cf school age, as 
shown by the enumeration, of only two thousand and sixty-five, there 
was an increase of three hundred and thirty-five public schools, of nine 
thousand two hundred a.nd sixty-one pupils, and in expenditures of 
$11,265.35. 

The statistics show that more tlHtn o11e llalf of the cost of tlle sehools 
was paid by tile pa-rents of pupils attending the schools. 

879-N o. 3--16 
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The school fund for the year is stated at. $271,378.97. The number 
of children of school age is placed at 180,160. 

It appears that a strong party existed in the Legislature in favor of 
abolishiQg the office of county superintendent, and Mr. Duval, follow. 
ing the example of his predecessor, made an earnest and eloquent ap . 

. peal in favor of continuing the office. He also discussed the office of 
trustee, and recommended important changes with regard to it. He 
thought the number should be reduced to one for each township, who 
should give bond and receive compensation for his services, and be re. 
quired, under suitable penalties, to perform the duties imposed by law. 

From this period (1858) to 1869 no reports are to be found as to the 
operations of the system. During this decade occurred the most exci~ 
ing events, the disturbances preceding and immediately following the 
Presidential election of 1860, the attempted secession of Alabama, the 
formation of the Southern Confederacy, the four years' Civil War, the 
surrender of the Southern armies, the provisional State government, etc. 

It is probable that, at least until actual hostilities broke out, the 
schools were carried on as before and with about the same degree of 
success; but in 1868 a new system was adopted, or rather a new depar~ 
ure from the old system was made; a board of education was elected 
under the provisions of the Constitution of 1867, and to it was com. 
mitted the control of all the educational interests of the State. 

Under the old system township trustees had full control of the school 
funds for their respective townships, and could aid existing schools or 
establish new ones, allowing tuition to be charged to supplement the 
fund; but from July 1, 1868, all this was forbidden and the schools were 
declared absolutely free, no school rates being permitted. The natural 
result was that the available school fund was totally inadequate to keep 
up respectable schools for a sufficient period to make them of any value. 
The board afterwards modified this requirement so as to allow of pri· 
vate contributions in aid of public schools; but these, of course were 
voluntary, and therefore could not be relied upon. 

Dr. N. B. Cloud was the first Superintendent under the new regime. 
In his report to the Governor, dated December 10, 1869, he states that 
previous to the adjournment of the board of education in August, 1868. 
county superintendents had been appointed for every county in the 
State, and these superintendents had been authorized to appoint three 
trustees for each township in their respective counties, whose first duty 
it was to ascertain the number of children between the ages of five and 
twenty·one years in their several townships. The work of obtaining 
this enumeration, and the apportionment depending on it, were muchre· 
tarded, the Superintendent says, by the opposition generally manifested 
to the system, or, more correctly speaking, to the persons controlling it, 
so that the apportionment could not be made until June, 1869. This 
delay caused much inconvenience. The report says: 

"There are many most e~celleut and worthy teachers, both gentlemen 
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and ladies, in almost every county of the State, who have failed tore
ceive full pay for their services in the free public schools-some for one 
month, some for two months, and some for even more-from the fact 
that when the delayed apportionment went out to the county superin
tendents it was found that the teachers' salaries, for services already 
rendered, were greater than the apportionment to the township in which 
such schools were taught." 

Iu auother part of the report the Superintendent states, as a fact, that 
considerable amounts of the school fund for the year 1866, and also for 
1867, had not been paid, although apportioned, to quite a number of 
the counties in the State. Some counties were paid in full, some in 
part, and some not at all. There was neither apportionment nor pay
ment made for the school term beginning December 1, 1867, and closing 
Jnn(! 30, 1868, but the report says that schools were kept in most of the 
counties. 

As per statement of the auditor, the school fund available for the 
scholastic year commencing October 1, 1868, and ending September 30, 
1869, was as follows: 
Balance appropriated October 10, 1868, not used ...•..•• _ •...• __ ..•••.• $200, 000. 00 
Interest on sixteenth section fund ...........•....••....•••. _.. • • • • . • • . 136, 812. 59 
Interest on valueless sixteenth section fund ..••......••.....••..•• __ . . . 7, 767. 30 
Interest on United States surplus revenue . . . • • . . . • • . . . . • . . • . . • • • • • • . • • 53, 626. 94 
Amount received from retail licenses .....••...••...........••• ·----- •. 26,514.85 
Amount appropriated by Legislature . . • •• . ••• • •• . • • . . • . . • . • . • . . . . • . • • . 100, 000. 00 

' 524,721.68 

At the annual election of State officers in November, 1870, Ron. Joseph 
&odgson was elected Superintendent of Public Instruction in place of 
Dr. Cloud. General Lindsay, who was elected Governor at the same tirue, 
not finding, as he say8, in the office of the executive ''any report of the 
transactions of the department of public instruction for the preceding 
year," addressed a note to Colonel Hodgson, requesting him ''to furnish, 
at the earliest possible day, all necessary and proper information in re
lation to the educational interests of the State." 

In his special report in reply, dated January 28, 1871, Colonel Hodg
son thus explains the difficulty of making a satisfactory report: Upon 
uis entrance into office, on t.he 22d day of November, 1870, he, the 
Superintendent, ''found the books and papers of the department of edu. 
cation in great confusion. · No system of book-keeping appeared to have 
been observed by his immediate predecessors in office; it was wifh the 
greate!it difficulty that correct information could be obtained as to the 
amounts of money paid out to a county during a certain year, and no 
certain iuformation could be obtained as to whether the moneys paid 
out had been legitimately and properly applied." The Superintendent 
theu calls attention to an act of the General Assembly passed in Octo
ber, 186S (explained by an act approved February, 1870), appropriating 
"to the claims of teachers arising between December L 1867~ and June 
30, 1868, the sum of $45l411.46.~' 
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"Upon what this sum was predicated, what claims, or to what amoun~ 
are held against the department by teachers leg·ally employed during 
the year 1868, or what percentage has been paid upon any of said 
claims," Superintendent Hodgson says he finds no information in his 
office; he only knows that the sum mentioned was distributed to the 
several county superintendents "without reference to the unpaid claims 
held in any given county, on the basis of an enumeration of white and 
colored children made in 1867." He cites an act to provide for the }lay. 
ment of outstanding claims for the maintenance of schools, one of the 
first acts of the board of education, approved .August 11, 18G8, which 
he thinks was evidently intended ''to give a color of authority to the 
newly-appointed superintendents for the disbursement of public moneys 
to · private schools of a certain · character." He cites instances where 
such payments had been made for schools that were in no sense publlc 
schools, and which, in his judgment, had no claim to any portion of the 
school fund . 

.As has been seen, the appropriations for the school year ending 
September 30, 1869, aggregated $524,621.68, of which the large sum 
of $52,62·1:.00 was paid to county superintendents for salaries, and 
$22,549.92 for clerk hire for trustees. The highest salary paid to a. 
superintendent was $2,000; the lowest, $400; the average salary was 
$822.25. The estimated number of schools taught that year was 3,225 
The number of children attending school was 160,000. The appropria· 
tions for the school year of 1870 amounted to $500,409.18. 

On the 23d of February, 1870, the auditor certified that $18,492 had 
been paid into the treasury on account of net sales of lands in Alabama, 
to the credit of certain townships in .Alabama, but this sum did not be· 
come available until the ensuing year. The. apportionment for 1870 
could only be found in thB sheets certified to the auditor, but the Super· 
intendent says that these sheets did not correspond with the duplicates 
retained in the office of the Superintendent; he charges that the latter 
had been tampered with, and asks that, on account of the condition or 
the records for the years 1869 and 1870, the General Assembly ''appoint 
a committee to examine into the affairs of the department of education, 
with a view to such recommendations as they may think best for its 
interests.'' 

In 1871 the school fund was increased by $80,980.11, making the total 
amount $581,389.29, due chiefly to the increased revenue of the State 
and. the better collection of poll taxes. The General Assembly of 1870 
appropriated the sum of $208,779.88 for the payment of unsettled school 
claims for the years 1866 and 1867, and $45,411.46 for the payment of 

school claims due for the year 1868. 
Tbe State appropriation for the school year 1871 was $604.978.50, 

to which was added the undrawn appropriation for the two preceding 
years, $35,548.33, making the available school fund $640,627.83. 

During the year 1871 t~ac.b,ers' i:Qstitute~ we:re l!eld in Itefl!rl~ all the 
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counties of the State, and in July of that year a State association of 
teachers was organized and largely attended. 
The number of pupils enrolled in 1871 was .......•..•••••.••••••••••••••••• 141,312 
Tbeaverage attendance in 1871 was ..•••....•....•••......•...•••.•.••...• 107,666 
Tbe total nomber of public schools taught was ...•.•••••• _.. .• • •• . . • . • • . . . • 3, 321 

Divided as follows: 
High schools ... ~ ............•.• - • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . • • . . . . . . • . . • • . . . 253 
Grammar schools...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • • 838 
Intermediate schools.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 935 
Primary schools................. ..•.•. •... ...•.. ...... ..••.. .... .... 1,291 

Totalnnmber of teachers emplosed... .. . .. .. .. ... . . ..• . . . .. . .. .. .•.•. .... 3, 452 

The average duration of the schools was about three and one-half 
months. 

The public schools, says the Superintendent,'' did not cease operation 
as soon as the public fund was exhausted, but were continued by pri
mte sn hscriptions." 

Hon. Joseph H. Speed succeeded Col. Joseph Hodgson as State Super
intendent of Public Instruction. His firRt report, dated November 10, 
1873, commences with the statement that '' the financial depression ex
perienced by all branches of the State government for the last year has 
been specially embarrassing to the school system." The appropriation 
for the scholastic year ending September 30, 1873, was $524,452.40, 
showing a falling off from the previous year of $72,608.57. It appears, 
however, that only $277,034 of the appropriations for 1872 were drawn, 
and only $~8,313.93 from the school fund of 1873. The reason given for 
this was the depleted condition of the treasury of the State. By an act 
of the board of education, approved December 14, 1872, it was provided 
1'that public schools should only be taught when there was money to 
pay the teachers," and consequently no common schools were taught 
after January 1, 1873, the date when the act took effect, for a consider
a~le period, except in such counties as had local funds to aid in their 
support. Under the fixed appropriations required by the Constitution, 
there was due the school fund, for the school year ending September 
30,1874:, the sum of $474,346.52; if to this be added the undrawn sums 
ofprevious years, the amount due the public schools at the time was 
~1,260,511.92. 

The prospect of the State treasury being able to respond satisfactorily 
to these large demands was not flattering. The Superintendent says: 
''Even for the limited extent to which schools have been taught dur

ing the last year, the treasury has not been in such condition as to enable 
teachers to draw the small amounts due them. The best that could be 
tloue was to have treasury warrants drawn in such a way as would be 
most advantageous to these worthy claimants." 

But as the time when these warrants would be paid was· very uncer
tain, they could only be disposed of at a heavy discount, which came 
out of the bard -earnings of the poorly paid teachers. · 
Superintendent Speed, in his annua.I report for the school year ending 
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September 30,1874, says that "the difficulties in conducting this depart. 
ment, consequent upon the embarrassed condition of the finances of the 
State, have neither been removed nor lessened." 

He makes an earnest appeal "that some plan may be adopted by 
which our public school system will realize the benefits of the money 
that has become due it by the regular laws of the State," and continues: 
"An experience of two years in the office I am about to leave baR shown 
me, more and more forcibly as the months succeeded each other, the 
almost absolute necessity of some fixed, known, and availablE' depend
ence for the support of schools and teachers. Our schools need more 
energy on the part of the teachers everyw.here, the teachers know it, 
the county superintendents are aware of it, and the children suffer from 
it; but there is no more difficult task that could be given school author
ities _than tQ break up the humdrum, listless, lifeless performance of 
school duties which inevitably attends upon long-delayed, incomplete, 
or uncertain payment of teachers." As there were, practically, no pub
lic schools taught during the year, it is barren of s_chool statistics. 

In November, 1874, Hon. John M. McKleroy succeeded Mr. Speed as 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and an entire change was made in 
the State administration. His report for the school year ending Sep
tember 30, 1875, shows a gratifying revival in the public schools, and 
that the State treasury bad been able to respond to the extent, at least, 
of the appropriations to the school fund for that year. This amounted 
to $565,042.94, and the sum of $562,437.50 was disbursed. The Super
intendent says that ''in all the counties, and in nearly every school 
district in the State, one or more schools have been in operation, and 
there are but few districts where schools for each race have not existed." 

The number of persons of school age was reported as .••.....•.••••. _ . . . . 406, 270 
Num l1er of pupils enrolled in the schools .•...............•.... ~. . • . . . . . . 145,997 
Total number of schools................................................ 3,898 
Total number of teachers............................................... 3,981 
Average duration of schools in months, about ........ ~................. 4t 
Amount paid to teachers .......... _ ............... __ ...•......•........ $489,491. 79 

This is by far the best record of the public school system since the 
War. Superintendent McKleroy attributes much of the credit of this 
improvement to the results of the act of April19, 1873, providing that 
ninety per cent. of the money due the counties for public schools was 
to be paid over, by the tax collectors, to the proper custodians of school 
fnnds in the counties, and thus the fund was exempted from habitual 
misapplication~ 

By an act of the General Assembly passed in 1873, county superin· 
tendents of education were made custodians ami disbursers of the 
school fund in their respective counties, and this act, says Mr. Me· 
Kleroy, "has worked well in practice." 

Teachers were no longer obliged to hawk about their certificates for 
s~lary earned and sell the same, if they could be sold at all, at a heavy 
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(liscount, but could get their money wllen it was earned and all that 
was earned. Another cause of the marked improvement in the school8 
was the wise legislation of the previous session of the board of educa~ 
tion. This body, with the elements of self.seeking, incapacity, and in
experience eliminated, was now, in the main, composed of earnest, high 
minded, patriotic men, anxious to give their best thought and service 
to the important trust committed to their care. 

The principal improvements in the act referred to were the provis
ioDs restricting trustees from making contracts for or opening schools 
until officially notified of the amount apportioned to their township for 
the year; prohibiting the establishment of more than one school for 
each one hundred dollars apportioned to the particular race, unless the 
fund was supplemented by the patrons, so as to provide at least one 
hundred dollars for each school; compelling the schools to which as 
much as one hundred dollars were.apportioned to be kept in operation for 
atleasttw~nty weeks, and schools to which less than one hundred dollars 
were a,ppropriated, and the amount couid not be supplemented to make 
itone hundred dollars, must be kept at least twelve weeks; and pro
viding for monthly payment of teachers, on reports properly made out 
and certified by the trustees. 

Superintendent McKle,roy says, "these provisions have caused many 
patrons to supplement the public fund and thus to multiply schools." 
11 ln fact, in almost every county in the State," he says, ''the fund for 
white schools has been, to some extent, supplemented by the patrons." 

The appropriations for the school year ending September 30, 1876, 
were only $287,281.43,1 which was $204.206.21 less than the appropria
tion for the previous year. But even this amount was not apportioned. 
A new Constitution had been adopted by a convention held in the sum
mer of 1875, and ratified in November of the same year, to take effect on 
proclamation by the Governor. That Oon8titution revoked the provision 
of the former Constitution setting aside one-fifth of the annual revenue 
of the State to the school fund, and provided, in lieu thereof, that the 
General Assembly should appropriate annually . thereto not less than 
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars. The attorney-general of the 
State, in an opinion furnished at the request of the Governor, decided 
that this provision took effect immediately on the promulgation of the 
Constitution. The Constitution having been adopted, this decision, in 
effect, cut off from the fund of the year $211,568.00, leaving only 
$75,713.43, plus the receipts for poll taxes, as the entire school fund for 
that year. This small amount, distributed over so large a territory, 
made too small ·an apportionment to most of the counties to be of any 
}lractical service. Thus an unlooked for and unfortunate set-back fol· 

1These are the Superintendent's figures, but to the amount given-$287,281.43-
Hhonld be added $7:3,555.30, amount of poll-tax left, by the new law, in the counties, 
available for schools therein; which would theu leave the appropriation $204,206.21 
short of the previous year, as stated in the text. 
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lowed after years of great progress and promise for the public school 
system of the State. 

The General Assembly, at its session in 1875-76, supplemented the 
school fund by again allowing interest on the valueless sixteenth sec
tion fund and on the surplus revenue fund, and appropriating one 
hundred and fifty thous~nd dollars direct from the treasury, making 
the total distribution, including receipts from poll taxes, amount to 
$557,496.64. Notwithstanding this large reduction in the school fund, 
there were three thousand and eighty-eight schools kept up, with an enrol
ment of 104,114. The average duration of the schools was eighty days, 
or four scholastic months. The new Constitution abrogated the board 
of education, and relegated to the General Assembly all authority with 
respect to legislation for public school~. 1 t also changed the scllool age, 
making it "seven to twenty years." This change made a new census 
necessary. 

Ron. John M. McKleroy having declined to become a candidate for 
re-election, Hou. Leroy P. Box was elected to succeed him. 

The school fund for the year ~nding September 30, 1878, was $377,-
634.38. The census of persons of school age, taken after the adoption 
of the new Constitution, showed: 
Wb i te •••••••••••..•••••.••••••.•....••••....... ~. . . . . • . . • • • • • . • • • • • . • . • • . 214, 720 
Colored .•••••••••••••••••.•••••..••...•••••.•.••.••.•...•••.•...••••...... 155,525 

Total ............................................................... 370,245 

Number of schools taught .. _ •••.•••••.. ---. ~ ...••.• _ ........... ____ ..... .• 4, 796 
Number of teachers .......••••..•••••. __ ••..•••••.•• _ .... _ •....•.•..• _ •. . . 4, BOO 
Number of pupils enrolled ......................... ------ .•...•••••••••...• 160~ 7l3 
Average duration of schools, days.......................................... 84i . 

Average cost to. the State of each pupil per month, fifty-seven cents. 
~rhese statistics show that notwithstanding the depressing influence 

of so large a decrease in the fund, the schools were growing in favor 
with the people. · 

An important stE'p forward in school legislation was the act approved 
· February 7, 1879. One. feature of this law requires, for the first time in 

Alabama, that teachers shall be thoroughly examined and found quali· 
fied to teach, and be of good moral character, to entitle them to employ
ment in any of the public schools. The results of this legislation were 
most beneficial, eliminating from the profession numbers of incompetent 
and unworthy persons, placing upon the school officers greater respon· 
sibility with regard to the character and acquirements of teachers em· 
ployed, and, by natural sequence, elevating- the character both of 
teachers and schools. 

The school fund appropriated for the year ending September 30,1880, 
was $397,465.35. Of this amount there was paid to .teachers $362,592.59, 
and _to county superintendents $11,871.92. There were tangllt during 
the year 4,597 schools, with a total enrolment of 179,400, and an aver
age attendance of 117,778. 
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In March, 1880, Mr. Box, now Judge Box, retired from office, and 
Ron. H. Clay Armstrong was eJected to succeed him. His report for 
the school year ending September 30, 1881, shows that the fund for that 
year was $397,479.04; the poll-tax for that year, having been more gen
erally collected, reached the sum of $128,212.33, a considerable increase 
over any previous year. Of the amount disbursed, $384,769.62 were 
paid to teachers and $11,883.80 to superintendents. 
The total number of children enumerated in the State was ....••..•• --· ...• 388,003 
The total number of pupils enrolled was ...................•...•.•..•••...• 176,289 
Tbeaverage daily attendance was ...•••...•••..........•.....•...•....•••. 115,316 
The number of schools taught was . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . .. • • • . . . . 4, 572 
Thenumberofteachersemployedwas .................................... 4,698-

The average time schools were kept was eighty days, or four school 
months. 

By the prov~sions of an act passed by the Legislature of 1880-81, the 
Superintendent was authorized to compromise outstanding indebtedness 
to the sixteenth section fund, and, by a judicious use of this authority, 
t~at officer succeeded in making a number of favorable compromises, 
re8nlting in adding $9,502.26 to the sixteenth section capital fund within 
t~e year. 

The fund of the scholastic year ending September 30, 1882, was 
$392,904.59, a little less than that of the preceding year. Of this sum 
$375,886.81 were paid to teachers, and $11,578.57 to county superintend
ents. The enumeration was: 
White children ...•...•. ~ ................... _ •...........•.•.••...••..•••. 224, 464 
Colored children .•• _.. . • . • . . . • • • • . . • . • .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. • • • • . . . • • . . . .. .. 176, 538 

'l'otal .•••••....•••••.........•..•.........•.....•.....•.••••........ 401,002 

This shows an increase of about thirteen thousand over the preceding 
year. 
The total number of pupils enrolled was ................................... 177, 428 
The average daily attendance was .......................... ~. .. .. .. . . . . .. . 114. 527 
Thenumller of schools taught was........................................ 4,624 

As shown by the returns of the county superintendents of twenty 
counties, the public sc_hools were supplemented, in those counties, by 
sixty-six thousand nine hundred and sixty dollars by thlj patrons of the 
scltools, and from the incomplete returns from the other counties the 
Superintendent estimates that the supplemental fund in the entire State 
reached oue hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, or about one
third of the appropriation by the State. This was used in extending 
the time of the schools or increasing the pay of the teachers. 

Superintendent Armstrong, in his repor~ for 1881-82, makes an ljarn
est appeal for an increase of the direct appropriation from the treasury 
to the public school fund, from one hundred and thirty thousand dol
lars to two hundred and tbirf,y thousand dollars. He says: 

"While the fund has continued very nearly the same for a series of 
years, our population bas been steadily increasing, until now the census 
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of children of school age is four hundred thousand. * * * When the 
reduction of the school fund was made, our State was overburdened 
with debt and taxation; but I am proud to say that the time has at last 
arrived when she can render that needful justice to her children which 
poverty has so long denied her." 

The Superintendent also recommended a change in the.mode of pay. 
ment of county superintendents, allowing them a salary of one hundred 
dollars each per year, and four per cent. upon the amount of their dis. 
bursements. It has been seen, in the preceding pages, that for some 
years the amounts paid these officers were less than twenty-five per cent, 
of the salaries pre\Tiously paid them, while their duties were largely 
increased. He also recommended the enactment of a law permitting 
counties, cities, and separate school districts, by a vote of the people 
resident therein, to levy and collect a special tax to be used for the 
purchase of school sites, the erection of buildings; and the payment of 
teachers, to supplement the appropriations by the State. This wise rec
ommendation did not bear fruit, a constitutional inhibition being in 
the way of such delegation of authority. 

During this year one hundred and twenty-two teachers' institutes 
were held. The Superintenqent recommended that these institutes be 
made a part of the educational system of the State, by providing for the 
payment, from the school fund of the county, of the necessary expenses 
of teachers attending them, and making attendance compulsory. 

The State association of white teachers organized several ;years be· 
fore, but which seems to have been discontin ned, was revived during the 
year, and an association of colored teachers was organized with one hun· 
dred and twenty-five members. 

The school fund for the year ending September 30, 1883, including 
$31,671.66 derived from local sources in Mobile, was $449,677.88, of 
which the collection from poll taxes constituted $136,733.12, a consider· 
able increase over the largest collection in previous years. Of this 
amount there were paid to teachers $419,137.50, and to county superin· 
tendeuts $12,228.87. 

The General Assembly, in the winter of 1882, responded liberally 
to the appeal of the Superintendent, and added one hundred thousand 
dollars to the public school fund, but the appropriation did not take 
effect until the following fiscal year, 1883-84. 

The census enumeration increased this year to .. ___ •.. __ .•.. ___ .... ___ ..... 403,901 
The enrolment increased this year to . ___ •.. ____ . ___ • __ . ____ .. ____ . ___ .. __ . 200,513 
The average :;tttendance increased this year to. __ . _____ . _. __ .. ____ . __ .. -·· .. 127,016 
The number of schools taught was. __ ·-··-_ ••. _._--· ______ .••••. ··- .. ____ .. 4, 824 

The State public school fund for the year ending September BO, 1884, 
reached the Gomparatively respectable sum of $506,499.12, to which 
should be added $22,016.21, amount received from local sources in 
Mobile County and included in the account of expenses, and $1,170 local 
fund of Faunsdale district, derived from the lease of sixteenth sections, 
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making the fund for disbursement $529,585.33. From this sum were paid 
teachers $487,780.77, and county and city superintendents $13,686.98 .. 

The number of children enumerated between the ages of seven and twenty-
one years was ........................................ __ ................. 419,764 

The enrolment in the public schools was .........................••.......• 215,578 
The number of schools taught during the year increased t.o . . _.... . . . • • . . • . • 5, 218 
Anrl the average attendance was .......................................... 134,410 

or a little more than 60 per cent of the enrolment. 
The schools were taught an average of eighty-three days. Comparing 

these statistics with the work of the preceding year an increase is found, 
as follows: 
In the enumeration ..•••••••••••.•.••• -------· •••• ---· ......•..••....••.•• 15,863 
In enrolment ..••••.. --.- .. - .••..•••......•... ___ .......• ~.. . . . . . . • • . . . . • . 15, 065 
In n.tte.nda.nce .............•••..••..............•...•..•....... _ •... _ .. _.. · 7, 394 
In number of schools taught ......... _ ...... --· .............. _ ••..•. ___ ..•• 394 

In Novem,ber, 1884, Mr. Armstrong retired from the superintendency, 
after a successful administration, aud now represents the United State£. 
Government as consul-general at Rio Janeiro. 

He was succeeded by Hon. Solomon Palmer, who has entered upon his 
third term of service, being the first Superintendent elected to serve more 
than two terms since the office was established. The schools, under his 
supervision, have continued to grow and prosper; the school laws have 
been revised and improved; the public school fund bas been largely in
creased, and the prospects for further improvement are encouraging. 

The growth of the towns and cities of the State, and t,he disposition 
manifested to establish in them separate graded schools of a higher 
chamcter than c.an be afforded under the general system, and the great 
zeal and liberality with which the people in these localities rally to the 
support of their schools, are among the noticeable and e~couraging 
"signs of the times." 

The general school fund for the year 1888 was $539,209.04, to which 
should be added local school funds in the cities and towns referred to, 
amounting to $174,183.10, making a total of $713,392.14 expended that 
year for public education. The General Assembly, at its recent session, 
added one hundred thousand dollars more to the general fund, so that 
with the natural increase of local funds in the cities and towns the 
amount to be expended in public education in Alabama in 1890 will be 
nearly one million dollars. 

But while this is true, and the Legislature exhibits a commendable 
spirit iu adding from year to year to the school revenues as the condi
tion of the finances will, in their judgment, permit,, no disposition seems 
manifested to repay to the school fund about a million aud a quarter of 
money unlawfully taken from the fund and used by direction of the 
executive department of the State, as shown in the preceding pages. 
Indeed, the fact of this misappropriation, and the just liability of the 
State to make repayment thereof, seem to have m;caped the attention 
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of the present generation. The State is now able to at least capitalize 
this indebtedness and pay a moderate interest thereon in addition to 
the regular appropriations, and thus add to the efficiency of her system 
of public Rchools . . 

During the year 1888 fifty-seven hundred schools were kept up an 
average of more than three months, in which more than a quarter of a 
million children were enrolled, and with a daily average attendance of 
157,718. Superintendent Palmer, whose report furnishes these statis
tics, referring to complaints that the school term js too short to accom
plish good results, justly says: "Notwithstanding the difficultieR that 
our public schools have had to encounter in the past, they have accom
plished much good in giving the rudiments of an education to thou
sands who, without them, would have grown up in ignorance to swell 
the already large list of illiterates that are a blot on the fair name of 
our State. Many who have received in these public schools all the in
struction they have ever received or will ever receive, will grow up to 
noble manhood and lovely womanhood to honor the State and bless their 
race-indebted to our public school system for all the good they ac
complish in the world." 

During the year teachers' institutes were held and maintained in 
each Congressional district, partly by means furnished from the Pea
body fund and partly from the State appropriation of five hundred 
dollars for each district for this purpose. These institutes were well at
tended and productive of much benefit. The attendance at the annual 
meeting of the State Teachers' Association f white] was also larger than 
usual, and represented every grade of teacher, from the veneral>le and 
}earned professor of the University to the teachers of the smallest way
side schools. The association of colored teachers was also well at· 
tended and its proceedings were characterized by good order and in
telligent diRcussions, leading to practical results. With the improved 
public interest in matters of education and with the aid of the appliances 
now in use for elevating the character, stimulating the energies, and in· 
creasing the acquirements of teachers for the public schools, the hope 
of rapid and substantial progress in this regard seems to be well 
founded. 

The great lack in Alabama now is suitable school-houses in which 
to teach the children of the State. By the terms of the law no mm~ey 
belonging to the general fund can be used in building or renting school
houses, and, unfortunately, the Constitution prohibits the General As· 
sem bly from granting auy power of local taxation for any purpose to the 
counties, towns, or school districts not specially named therein. At· 
tempts were made at the recent session of the Legislature to get an 
amendment to the Constitution, removing this restriction, submitted to 
the people for ratification, and others to call a convention to revise the 

· Constitution, but all seem to have faile<l. Until good local habitations 
can be had for her public schools, the system must continue to be handi· 
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capped, and th~ great results anticipated by its frie:r1d~ must be, for a · 
time at least, delayed. The larger communities have found, and will 
find, some way to secure comparatively good buildings for school pur
poses; but it is in the weak country districts, where the people are gen
srally poor and much scattered, that the greatest need for school-houses 
exists. This improvement will come in time. 

With her recent unexampled development in material wealth, with 
new industries multiplying within her borders, and with the sunlight 
of the world's progress attracted by her wonderful mineral resources 
beaming upon her with increasing effulgence, Alabama will not long be 
content to see her system of public schools lag behind, in any desirable 
respect, the most advanced and improved system of any sister State. 

CHAPTER IV. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS IN ALABAMA. 

Early Attention Given to the Subject-The First Efforts not Successful
Too much Attempted-Three State Schools Established-The State Nor
mal School at Florence-Two Normal Schools for Colored Students~ 
The System Enlarged-Several N onnal Glasses Provided fm·-N ormal 
Schools ot· Glasses at Jacksonville, Livingston, and Troy. 

Soon after the inauguration of the State system of public-schools, the 
need was discovered of some method for the special training of teach
ers. The successful establishment and the value of normal schools in 
the older States did not escape the attention of the enlightened gentle
men first entrusted with the direction of the Alabama school system; 
but while they discussed the matter with intelligence in their annual 
reports, neither the finances of the State nor the condition of public 
sentiment justified an attempt to organize separate schools for the in
struction of teachers. 

Technicaliy speaking, there is not now, nor has there been, in this 
State, a strictly normal school, that is, a school of high grade, devoted 
exclusively to the instruction of' persons, adopting teaching as a profes
sion. Tl.te nearest approach to it is the excellent school at Florence; 
but even so late as 1888 there were in this school only one hundred and 
thirty-six out of an enrolment of two hundred and eighteen, a little 
more than fifty per cent., .classed as "strictly normal pupils." There 
are aud have been several schools called normal schools, in various 
parts of the State; but these were generally, if not in every case, at
tachments made to academies and seminaries already established, and 
are, in fact, normal classes or departments, in which special instruction 
in the art of teaching is given. These are mostly doing a good work, 
~udl in t4e abs~uce of ~ nQrmal school :proper, li~e tb.at at N~shville7 
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Tenn., which the State has not been in a condition to establish, are 
valuable adjt1ncts to the public school system, from which they draw 
such moneys as the law allows them. -

The first practical attempt to organize normal schools in Alabama 
was made by the board of education. 

By an act approved February 6, 1869, they decreed that four normal 
schools should be established in the State, each to comprise two de
partments, one for white the other for colored students. These schools 
were to be under the direction of two or more commissioners, to whom 
was committed all control of the finances and supervision of the schools, 
and the Superintendent of Public Instruction was required, upon the 
receipt of the monthly accounts of the expenses of said schools, as re
ported by said commissioners, to certify the amount to the State auditor, 
who waR then to draw his warrant for the same in favo1; of the Super
intendent, the money to be paid by him to the commissioners. One of 
the schools was to be located at Huntsville, one at Talladega, one at 
Marion, and the other at Mobile. Besides these schools, a nonnal class 
was authorized at Mountain Home, another at Elyton, another at Pratt
ville, and another at Evergreen. 

The idea the board of education held of the character of n<rrmal 
schools may be judged by reference to the report of State Superintend
ent Cloud, ex-ojjic·io president of the boa;rd, for the year 1869. Under 
the heading " Nor mal Schools" he says : " We have had in various por· 
tions of the State a number of normal schools in successful operation, 
three at Huntsville, one at Portersville, two at TaHadega, one at Ever· 
green, one at Montgomery, and one at Mobile." 

Nine normal schools in operation and several in preparation was cer· 
tainly a "beginning," as he termed it, not to be overlooked. The ap· 
propriation for these schools was twelve thousand dollars for the year 
1869, and twenty-five thousand dollars for 1870. 

Superintendent Hodgson, who succeeded Dr. Cloud, in his special 
report to Governor Lindsay, states that the board of education at the 

. last session abolished the old normal schools and passed a bill estab· 
lishing thirteen new ones, seven for white and six for colored teachers. 
This bill came to Governor Lindsay for approval, but he declined to 
sign it. Colonel Hodgson declared himself in favor of normal schools, 
but thought that two schools for white and one or two for colored teach· 
ers were all the State needed. As no meution is made by him of the 
normal schools in his regular report for 1871, it is inferred that the veto 
of the thirteen bill was fatal to the normal schools of that day. 

The next reference to normal schools in the report of the Superin· 
tendent is in the statistical table accompanying the report of Hon. 
Joseph H. Speed, giving the apportionment for 1873, as follows: Uni· 
versity, white, five thousand dollars; Montgomery, colored, one thou· 
sand fi\re hundred dollars; Marion, colored, one thousand two huudred 

- and fifty dollars; Huntsville, colored, orie thousand dollars; Sparta, 
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colored, one thousand dollars; total, nine thousand seven hundred and -
fifty dollars. 

A similar apportionment was made the following year, except that 
the appropriation of one thousand dollars to the colored school at 
Sparta was omitted. 

The ensuing year, 187 4, the sum of ten thousand dollars was appro
priated to normal schools, which was distributed among three schools, 
one whitf3 and two colored. The white school was located at Florence, 
the colored schools at Huntsville and Marion. 

THE NORMAL SCHOOL AT FLORENCE. 

The first report of the president of the school at Florence gives some 
interesting facts concerning that school. 
It was organized in 1873. During the first year ninety-seven students 

were matriculated, during the second year one hundred and twenty-six 
were registered; of the first number nineteen, and of the second fifty, 
were entered as normal students. -

The school was placed under a board of directors, who prescribed a 
course of study requiring three years to complete. During the summer 
months several of the students engaged in teaching in the surrounding 
country. This school was carried on by aid of an appropriation of five 
thousand dollars per annum from the State until October 1, 1879, when 
by act of the Legislature the amount was increased to seven thousand 
five hundred dollars a year. The president and three additional teachers 
constituted the Faculty. The enrolment of students for the third ye.u 
was one hundred and forty-seven, of whom forty-seven entered the nor
mal class. The enrolment for 1878 was one hundred and fifty-three in 
all, forty-eight in the normal class. 'rhere were five graduate:s in this 
school in 1879, three in the normal and two in the literary department. 
The president of the board of directors in his annual report says: "The 
school is steadily on the increase, with a fair prospect of still greater 
growtb. in prosperity and usefulness; the State is beginning to reap the 
benefit of improved common schools near us from the efforts of our 
undergraduates, who have given great satisfaction as teachers." 

In the scholastic year 1880 this sehool enlarged its teaching force 
by adding a chair of natural science and employing two female teachers 
as assistants in the literary department. It also made a new departure 
in opening its doors to female pupils. SAventy-nine pupils were taught 
in the normal department, for which no tuition fees were charged. All 
pupils in the literary department were charged tuition fees. 

In the school year ending June 16, 1881, one hundred and seventy
nine pupils matriculated, sixty-eight of whom were normal students. 
There were four graduates this yea-r, all expecting to engage in teaching 
as a profession. In the year 1882, through the influence of Superin-

. ten dent Armstrong, the trustees of the Peabody fund established six
teen scholarships in this scbool1 for which they paid two thousand dollars, 
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which added materially to the revenue and was a great help to tlle 
institution. The enrolment this year was one hundred and .sixty-four, 
of whom seventy-six were normal students. There were seven gradu. 
ates, five of whom were teachers. Twenty-six counties in the State were 
represented in this school, and a few pupils from other States were re
ported. The benefits arising from the Peabody sclJolarships were so 
marked that tlJe benefaction was continued in the same amount for 
another year. The beneficiaries were selected by the State Superin
tendent. The school year 1882-83 seems to have been unusually 
prosperous. One hu~dred and eighty-four students, ninety-two of whom 
entered the normal department, were enrolled, and twenty were grad. 
uated, fifteen full graduates receiving diplomas and five receiving cer
tificates of proficiency in one or more departments. 

The enrolment the succeeding year shows a small increase, reaching 
one hundred and ninety, of whom seventy-seven were females. This 
school has continued to grow, the years 1887 and 1888 having been very 
prosperous. The contribution from the Peabody fund was reduced in 
amount, but, notwithstanding, the income of the school was satisfactory, 
showing a small surplus over the expenditures, which included some 
needful repairs. 

The ends aimed at by this institution are thus stated in the last an
nual report (1888): "First, to give the students a careful view of the 
common branches of study as well as a few of the higher ones, and in· 
struction in the theory and practice of teaching and of school man· 
agement; second, to give pupils prepared for it, instruction in the higher 
branches of study, and additional work in pedagogics; and, third, to 
give those persons who have received a thorough academic training 
elsewhere, or have been engaged in teaching, an opportunity to observe 
the daily workings of the college, to stimulate them to study better 
methods in teaching, and to inspire them with a higher sense of the im· 
portauce of their calling." This last is termed the professional course. 

The normal schools at Huntsville and Marion, it has been seen, were 
established before the school at Florence, and others of similar charac· 
ter have been endowed by the State. As these will more appropriately 
appear in Part V, devoted to the history of the education of colored 
people in Alabama, it i~ only necessary here to state that appropri· 
ations to the schools named have been regularly made, and that they 
have done and are doing a good work. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS AT JACKSONVILLE AND LIVINGSTON. 

The Legislature at the session of 1882-83 appropriated two thousand 
five hundred dollars each for two additional normal schools, one to be 
located at Jacksonville, the other ·at Livingston, where were already 
flourishing academic or high schools. The presid~nt of the board o~ 
trustees of the Jacksonville school, in his first report, dated August 15, 
1884, says of tllat sclwol; " Our school has been in operatiou ouly one 
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session. · The tuition was made quite low and the attendance exceeded 
our expectations. The roll-book of tbe school shows two hundred a~d 
fifty names. · The law gives us the right to maintain, in.connectiouwith 
the normal school, departments for ordinary scholastic instruction; and 
the character of the material that came to their hands made it·necessary 
that our Faculty should devote most of their attention to this scholastic 
instruction. We tr.ust that, as the school advances, the normal work 
will more and more predominate." 

It appears that twenty-five pupils entered the normal department the 
first session. The trustees were unfortunate in losing one of the Faculty 
by death, and another by illness requiring him to ask leave of absence. 
Tile next year the Faculty was increased to eight members. The school 
at Jacksonville is open to pupils of both sexes and bas been very pros
perous from the beginning. Prof. C. B. Gibson, a distinguished alum
nus of the University of Alabama., is at the bead of the Faculty, and has 
deYelopedrare capabilities for the teachers' work. His report for the 
year ending June, 1888, informs us that" previous to the opening of the 
past session the course of study was extended, the Faculty enlarged, 
the work carefully outlined, and ample means for facilitating instruction 
placed in the hands of the teachers by the board of directors." During 
the session one hundred and seventy-six pupils, of whom eighty-two were 
males an(l ninety-four females, were enrolled, and, the president says, 
''the ·school is growing and beginning to exercise those functions for 
wnich it was created." 

LIVINGSTON NORMAL SCHOOL. 

This school was organized in connection with the Livingston Female 
Academy,· an established school of high character and deserved popu
larity, Dr. Carlos G. Smith, one of the principals of the academy, be
ing made president of the normal school or department, and Miss 
Julia S. Tutwiler, the other principal, directress of normal methods of 
instruction and training. Both were teachers of wide experience and 
extensive acquirements, thoroughly fitted for the educational work as
signed them, · and their assistants were judiciously selected. Two 
courses of instruction were provided, one requiring two and the other 
four years to complete. A preparatory department was also established 
tor the benefit of pupils unprepared to undertake a regular course. The 
attendance in the normal department th~ first year was four in the 
preparatory department and nineteen in the regular classes, making 
twenty-three in all. President Smith, by direction of the directors, 
visited New York and purchased for the school a large supply of chem- . 
ical, philosophical, and mathematical apparatus, which, with that already 
owned by the academy, gives unusual facilities for instruction in those 
branches. Dr. Smith having been compelled, by failing health, to re~ 
sign as principal, 1\'Iiss Julia S. Tutwiler and Capt. J. W. A, Wright 
were elected associate principals~ {t!ld ~ided by ~R ~~p~rte"Q~q ~nq. 9~, 

B79--~o.,a~~l7 
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pable corps of teachers, the work of the school has continued to pros. 
per. During the year 1888 the enrolment was one hundred and twenty. 
six, of whom thirty-seven were strictly uormal pupils. Of the fifteen 
graduates nine were normal pupils. All the normal graduates from 
this school are now engaged in teaching and are doing very satisfactory 
work. 

A department of industry has recently been added, embracing in
struction in dress-making, type-writing, and stenography, which will 
add greatly to the popularity and usefulness of this model school for 
young ladies. 

NORMAL SCHOOL AT TROY. 

The Legislature of 1886-87 passed an act appropriating three t~ou. 
sand dollars annually to the support of a normal school at Troy, pro
vided that a suitable building should be furnished and placed at the dis· 
posal of the board of directors. This was promptly done by the enter
prising and public spirited citizens of this wide-awake little eity of 
south-east Alabama, at a cost of fifteen thousand dollars for the building 
and two thousand dollars for the furniture. And when the school was 
started, September 15, 1887, and the State appropriation was found in· 
sufficient to pay the salaries of the teachers employed, the Troy city 
council came to the rescue and appropriateq. twelve hundred dollars to 
supplement the State funrl. In addition the same liberal council paid 
all the contingent expenses ofthe school. 

In aceordance with a provision in the act referred to above, a graded 
public school was kept in connection with the normal school, to the ad· 
vantage of both. 

The number of pupils enrplled, of all grades, was four hundred and 
thirty-nine, of whom eighty were normal students. The attendance for 
the current school year, 1888-89, is considerably in excess of last year's 
enrolment. At this rate the Troy school will soon take the first place 
in the State, both in the normal and academic departments of her school. 
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CHAPTER V. 

CITY AND TOWN SCHOOLS. 

Instituted after the War- Why They Became Necessary-The Public Schools 
of Birmingham-The Schools at Brownsville, Oullma·n, and Decatur
Eufaula a.nd Huntsville Schools-The School System of Montgomery
The Schools of Selma, Troy, Tuscaloosa, and Uniontown. 

One of the most interesting features of the public school system of 
Alabama is the growth and prosperous condition of separate publie 
schools in many .of the cities and towns in the State. With the excep
tiea of the city and county of Mobile, the pioneer of public school edu
cation iu this section, whose admirable system is described at length in 
a preceding chapter, no attempt was made in any locality of the State, 
prior to the period of the Civil War, to e~tablish independent public 
sckools. 

Before theW ar abundant use, as has been -seen, was made of the many 
excellent private schools scattered over t~e State. By contributing to 
the support of the teachers from the public school fund, these schools 
were kept np for longer periods, the charges for tuition were reduced, 
and in many cases children whose parents were too poor to pay tui
tion fees were admitted, for a time at least, without charges. Nearly 
every considerable town bad its high school or private academy, and 
the people, for the most part, were able to educate their children where 
and as they pleased. The desolation caused by the War changed 
all this, and its close left the people without means and comparatively 
helpless. 

The general system was not sufficient to satisfy the needs of commu
nities who desired schools of a higher grade and for a longer period 
than could be afforded with the limited aid of the public fund; but 
the State Superintendent was a most valuable supervisor, and the public 
school fund an important factor in building up excelle~t local schools. 
The school officers of the State and the General Assembly wisely 
encouraged local efforts in this direction, and so it happened that these 
schools, while holding close relations with the State system, were gen
erally under municipal protection, and directed by boards of trustees 
appointed by municipal authority. They all receive their proportion 
of the general school fund, which in most cases co_vers but a small 
part of their actual expenditure. Their chief support comes from local 
sources. 

Each separate system was authorized by special act of the Legislature. 
It is proposed briefly to note these schools in alphabetical order, without 
regard to the date of organization. · 
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BIRMINGHAM. 

The schools of Birmingham are under the charge of a board of edu. 
cation, consisting of the mayor and six other citizens, elected by the 
mayor and alderme:!l of that city. The term of office is three years, 
They have authority to build or rent houses for school purposes; to 
levy an annual tax, not to exceed fifteen cents on each one hundred 
dollars' worth of property in said city; to open such number of schools 
as the board may deem necessary; to elect superintendents, principals, 
and teachers, and fix their salaries; to adopt a plan of instruction for 
said schools·; and to charge, in the high school, such incidental or other 
fees as may be deemed necessary for the proper conduct of said high 
school. 

The school system of Birmingham is now const.ituted as follows: One 
high school, ten grammar schools, and thirteen primary schools for white, 
and four grammar and six primary schools for colored children. The 
total number of teachers in 1888 was thirty-eight. The number of 
pupils enrolled during the year was: 

In the high school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • . • . • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . 96 
In the grammar schools .••••..•...•••................•.......•• -.. . • . . . . . . . . 364 
In the primary schools .........••........•...•• -.. . . . • . • . • . • . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . 1, 004 
In the colored grammar schools ...........•..•...••..•. - •....•.....• _... . . . . . . 215 
In the colored primary schools.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 812 

Total enrolment ..••......••... _ .............• __ •...•..............••. 2, 491 

.From the report of the superintendent, Mr. J. II. Phillips, for the 
school year 1887-88, it appears that the receipts from all sources 
during the year, including the sum of fifty thousand dollars realized 
from the sale of buildings, were $79,735.39, of which the city of Bir· 
mingham contributed $23,077.79. The disbursements for the same period 
were $62,886.24. This includes the large sum of $32,937.25 paid for 
'' sites, buildings, and repairs." The Powell School, Henly School, and 
Paul Hayne School for white, and the Lane and Slater buildings for 
colored children, are handsome and commodious structures. These 
schools have been in progrefls five years, and have done and are doing 
excellent work. 

BROWNSVILLE SCHOOLS. 

The charter for the public schools at Brownsville differs from that of 
Birmingham in two particulars: The board of education are authorized 
to charge such incidental or other fees a~ may be necessary for the 
proper conduct of said schools, and it is made the duty of the mayor 
and aldermen of the city to provide aimually, on certificate of the board 
of education, the funds required in said estimate. There were three 
white public schools in Brownsville in 1888, and one colored school. 
The total :fund of the ~chools w~~ $1,984.19, Tbe enrolll1~Pt was; 
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White schools, 175; colored school, 74; total, 249. .Average duration 
of the schools, one hundred and twenty days. 

CULLMAN SCHOOL. 

The act establishing this district designates three persons as a ''board 
of trustees," who have power to purchase, receive, hold, and convey 
property for the benefit of the district, control its school fund, and or
ganize schools. The district is to receive its proportion of all funds 
"raised or appropriated by the State for public schools," and also its 
proportionate share of the sixteenth section fund of the .township of 
which it forms a part. The act took effect in February, 1887. So far 
there has been opened but one school, which was kept one hundred and 
ninety days and enrolled one hundred and eighty-two pupils, with an 
mrage attendance of one hundred and twenty-nine. The cost of this 
school was $1,641.55. 

DECATUR SCHOOLS. 

These schools were established by authority of an act of the Legisla. 
tnre approved February 28, 1887. The authority is given to a board 
of education, to consist of the mayor and·four other persons to be elected 
bythe city council, who have similar powers and are charged with sim
ilar duties as the board of education for Birmingham, except that this 
board has no authority to levy a special tax nor to charge incidental or 
other fees to the pupils. 

So far only one school for white and one for colored pupils have been 
organized in Decatur. The former had an enrolment of two hundred 
and forty-one, the latter of one hundred and seventy pupils. The 
schools were kept two liundred days at an expenditure of $4,032.79. 

EUF A UL.A SCHOOLS. 

These schools are placed under the care of a "city board of educa
tion, cousisting of five members, to be elected annually by the city 
council of Eufaula, and a city superintendent of education, to be elected 
by the board, but paid out of the city treasury as other city officers are 
~aid." No funds seem to be provided other than the proportion of the 
~eneral school fund, and the portion of the sixteenth sootion fund which 
llay be appropriated to the city or district. There were two public 
iehools in Eufaula in 1888, one. for white, the other (or colored children. 
The enrolmentin the white school was one hundrecf and two, in the 
colored school three hundred and fifty. Total average attendance, two 
hundred. The expenditures for the year were $1,199.34. 

HUNTSVILLE SCHOOLS. 

The act establishing this school district gives general authority to 
tne superiutenuent of education, who "is authorized to co-operate with 
the board of mayor and aldermen of the city of Huntsville" in keep-
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ing up schools for said city. His salary is fixed by the State superin. 
tendent of education, by whom he may be at any time removed from 
office. No addition to the general fund is provided in this act. There 
were two public schools kept in Huntsville in 1888, one for each race. 
The enrolment in the white school was three hundred, in the colored 
school two hundred and twenty. The schools were both kept one 
hundred and eighty days, at an expenditure of $1,117. 

PUBLIC ' SCHOO I$ IN MONTGOMERY. 

These schools have been in existence several years, and from their 
central location and the excellence of their departments have attracted 
general attention. The city council of Montgomery are constituted a 
board of trustees, who are given full authority over ~aid schools, and 
must pay all their expenses, excep~ as they may be aided by tbe pro
portionate share of Montgomery district· in the general school and six-
teenth section funds. . · 

Prior to October I, 1882, when the new system wa~ inaugurated, the 
ci.ty of Montgomery did not own a school building nor possess any 
school furniture nor apparatus worthy of the name. At this time Prof. 
G. A. Woodward took charge as superintendent of city schools. Ac
cording to his estimates, there were then in attendance on the white 
school~ three hundred pupils, on the colored schools four ·hundred, mak- , 
ing seven hundred in all. Soon afterward the city came in possession of 
the building known as the Swayne College for Colored Children. Two 
years after there were three schools for white children in progress, with 
an enrolment of eight hundred and thirty-five pupils, and two schools 
for colored children, with an enrolment of eight hundred and ninety-five 
pupils, all established in comfortable buildings. 

The total cost of the schools for the year was $12,499.50. The sta· 
tistics for 1888 show that, while· there has been no increase in the num· 
ber of schools or in the enrolment, there bas been a large increase in 
the amounts appropriated by the city for the improvement of these 

. schools. The amount paid for " sites, buildings, and repairs " was in 
1888 seventeen thousand two hundred and eighty dollars, and Mont· 
gomery has now "one ofthe finest school buildings iu the South,'' and, 
the superintendent says, ~' will have others as the city becomes able to 
construct them." 

The schools were kept up in 1888 one hundred .and seventy days. 
The enumeration lor the district was three thousand six hundred and 
seventy; the enrolment, one thousand :five hundred and forty-three. 

OPELIKA SCHOOLS. 

The act under which the public schools of Opelika were organized 
and operated was approved February 17, 1885. Here the local board 
consists of seven persons appointed by the superintendent of education, 
w·hose term of office is two years. The board have full control of the 
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~ehools and are permitted to charge, in the several grades, such inci
!leutal and other fees as may be necessary for the proper conduct of said 
schools. The Opelika police board are empowered, at the request of the 
sch0ol board, to levy and collect a tax, within the bounds of said school 
flistrict, not to exceed one-half of one per cent. for school purposes; but 
the amount derived from the white race must go to the support of white 
schools and that from the colored race to colored schools. This tax, 
however, can not be levied until the question has been submitted to 
the suffrages of the people and a majority of the votes cast at the 
election found in faYor of said tax. 

Two schools were opened October 1, 1887, one for white and one for 
colored children. The enrolment in the white school was one hundred, 
in the colored school one hundred and eighty-nine. The cost of the. 
schools was $2,004.58. The provision permitting a special tax to be 
levied was declared unconstitutional by the supreme court; hence that 
resource had to be abandoned and resort made to tuition charges to 
supplement the public school fund. The superintendent in his report 
for 1888 ma.kes thi~. noteworthy statement: "It is remarkable that, 
nnder this system, we have a larger attendance of the poor white chil .. 
dren of the community than under the old system, when tuition was 
free for a term of three or four months. The people prefer to pay re
duced rates in a good school to tuition free in a poor one." 

PRATTVILLE SCHOOLS. 

The Legislature, in 1885, constituted the trustees of the Prattville 
1iale and Female Academy a board of commissioners, ex officio, for said 
district, with the same general powers as were given the school author
ities of Opelika, including authority to levy a special tax for school 
purposes-which last, under the adverse decision of the supreme court, 
noticed above, was of no benefit. There were four white and two col- . 
ored schools kept in 1888, with a total enrolment of two hundred and 
nine pupils. The white schools were kept one hundred and seventy
eight and the colored schools one hundred and sixty-three days, at a 
total cost of $2,528.4 7. 

SELMA SCHOOLS. 

This enterprising city was among the first of th~ interior towns to 
nndertake to establish a good system of schools. The Legislature pro
vided for a city super1ntendent, who "is authorized to co-operate with 
the board of education of the city of Selma in keeping up schools in the 
city," and also " to make with the educational institutions in the city of 
Selma all such necessary and proper arrangements for the keeping up, 
managing, an·d conducting the schools in the city as may be found best 
for the interest of the citizens thereof." There were two public schools 
in Selma in 1888, one for each race, and both in a prosperous condition. 
The white school was called the Dallas Academy, and had an enrol-
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ment of five hundred and seven:ty.one pupils, and an average attend. 
alice of four IJundred and thirty-nine. The colored, called the Burrell 
Academy, had an enrolment of three hundred and sixty, and an aver. 
age attendance of one hundred and ninety-two pupils. The number of 
days ·taught was one hundred and seventy. The city superintendent 
speaks very encouragingly of the prospects of these schools. 

The Dallas Academy has · become of late too small for the increasing 
attendance·. 1'he old academy building has been removed and a lland
soine.brick edifice is to take ·its place. It will be finished with all the 
modern improvements and appliances, and will be an honor and orna
ment :to the central city of the State. The corner stone was laid on the 
5th of September; 1889, with appropriate ceremonies by the 1\tiasomt 
'Fhe following report is taken from the Times-.Mail of September 6th: 

Yesterday was the day appointed to lay the corner stone of Selma's new public 
school buildii:tg, and trains coming into the city brought crowds of visitors to witness 
tbe ceremony. 

The platform erected for the occasion was filled with the Masonic and Odd Fellow 
organizations, and other distinguished participants and visitors. Prominent among 
these were His Excellency Governor Thomas Seay, Hon. Solomon Palmer, State Super· 
iutendeutof Education; Hou. N. H.R. Dawson, late national Commissioner of Educa
tion; Gen. E. W. Pettus and Hon. H. H. Brown, grand master of Masons of the State. 
The exercises commenced with prayer_ by Rev. Dr. Rush of the Methodist church, 
then the singing of the national ·hymn, * * * with a splendid organ accompan
iment by Prof. Louis Raymond, after which Hon. Solomon Palmer, State Superi~
tendent of Education, was iD:troduced by Gen. E. W. Pettus. Mr. Palmer's oration 
was a splendid effort and most appropriate to the occasion. He dwelt at length on 
the P!Ogress of ·education in Alabama; and the power of the school-house a.nd the 
teacher in promoting the general welfare of the State. '* '* " 

Grand Master H. H. Brown was introduced by Mayor Starr. Mr. Brown prefaced 
the masonic ceremonies with an excellent address, and then proceeded with the im
pressive masonic ritual to place th~ corner stone, assisted by Dr. J. A McKinnon, 
deputy grand master, Ron. F. L. Pettus, grand senior warden, and Gaston A. Robbins, 
Esq., granrl junior warden. After this ceremony t.here was more vocal music by the 
choir, accompanied 1.1~7 the organ and by the band, and these interesting exercises were 
brought to a ,close. The whole proceeding passed off in excellent order, and all were 
loodjn ·their praise to Mr. George Peacock, chairman of the committee of arrange
merits, and to "his marshals, for the management of the ceremonies; The box in the 
corner stone contains a number of articles relating to Selma and the school, but it 
will not be closed until to-day in order that other articles may be deposited. 

There are now (1889) three large colored schools in the city. The 
l3urwell Academy, u-nder ·the auspices of the A. M. -E. Church, the 
Knox, Academy, under ~he patronage of the Presbyterian Church, and 
the Lessner University, a Baptistscbool. 

'rhe ·attendance. upon these three schools is almost eight hundred. 
The Burwell ·Aca~emy receives the assistance of the city, being in part 
sustained out of the city pqblic school fund. 

The Roman Catholics, also, have two good schools connected with 
t~eir parish work-one for boys. under P~of. Gordon C. Williams, and 
o,ne !or girls, the Convent of the Sacred Heart. Both of these are ex· 
c~llent schools and have a good patronage. 
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TROY SCHOOLS. 

These schools are under the control of a local board, of whom the 
mayor is a member ex officio, and four others are chosen by the munici
pal authorities. These schools are conducted in connection with the 
~tormal school, or class, recently established in Troy, of which account 
is given in the preceding chapter. The enrolment last year, all grades, 
was four hundred and thirty-nine, of which the number in the higher 
grades, including the normal class, was one hundred and seventy. The 
expenditure for teaching in all the schools was five thousand four 
hundred dollars. 

TUSCALOOSA SCHOOLS. 

The "Oity of Oaks," not content to remain behindhand in a local 
system of public schools, procured the passage of an act by the Legis
lature, approved February 17, 1885, constituting the mayor and alder
men a "board of education," and giving them such additional powers 
as were necessary to establish and carry on a system of public schools 
in said city. 

The board of education thus constituted lost no time in taking proper 
means to secure the desired schools, and the result has been successful 
beyond their expectations. The last year, the third of the existence of 
these schools, was marked by a large increase in the attendance, and 
by considerable progress in the construction of a large school building 
of handsome design, intended for the white school. 

The statistics for the year give one white school with an enrolment 
of three hundred and ninety-two and an attendance of two hundred 
and fifty-six pupils, and one colored school, in which two hundred and 
eighty-seven pupils were enrolled and the attendance was one hundred 
and eighty-five. The schools were taught one hundred and sixty days, 
at a cost, including $18,734.35 for ''sites, buildings, and repaii·s," of 
•25,587.19. Of the revenues of the board, the large sum of $22,179.20 
was contributed by the city of Tuscaloosa. 

UNIONTOWN SCHOOLS •. 

The city of Uniontown was constituted a separate school district in 
February, 1887, with the same general regulations as prescribed for the 
other towns. Two schools for white and three for colored children were 
established in 1888. · The total enrolment was five hundred and sixty
four, with an average attendance of 'four hundred and twenty-nine. 
The expenditures were, for teachers, $2,718.26 ; for ~' sites, buildings, 
and repairs," $5,000, which latter was paid by the city. The white 
schools were kept up one hundred and eighty days, and the colored 
schools one hundred and forty-five days. 

Superintendent Palmer, in his annual report for 1888, after citing 
the contributions to public education by the cities and towns whose 
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systems are outlined above, says : "Besides the school funds raise(l in 
the above separate school districts, the cities of Anniston, Sheffield, 
Talladega, Peabody school district in Russell County, Tuscumbia, Au. 
burn, and sma11er towns and separate school districts have public 
school systems and raise considerable local school funds. The first 
four of these raised last year an aggregate sum of $20,000, which no 
doubt has been largely increased this past year." 
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CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL VIEW. 

The condition of servitude of the colored people in the South previout 
to their emancipation precluded any organized effort to instruct them 
in schools or by regular teachers; but even before the War there was a 
disposition in many quarters to give them, as opportunity permitted, 
oral instruction in the rudiments of knowledge, and a few, through the 
instrumentality of the master's family, were taught to read, and even 
became tolerable scholars. 

It was hard to realize that, as one of the results of the War, the former 
subject race were to be on terms of civil and political equality with 
their old masters, and harder still to comprehend the fact that this 
condition invc;>lved the education of that race by taxation, if need 
be, of the white race. It was not strange, then, that, in the beginning 
of the new order of things, the white -people generally were unwilling 
to take· any action leading to the education of negro children from their 
own me~ns or by their own efforts. It therefore naturally came to pass 
that the Freedmen~s Bureau, established to look after the interests of' 
the new " wards of the nation," took the initiative in organizing schools 
in the South for the instruction of colored children. Several benevo
lent or religious organizations of the North and West, notably the 
American Missionary Society, 2lso made an early movement in this 
direction, and some by themselves, some in connection with the Freed
men's Bureau, started schools in different portions of .Alabama. These 
schools were not popular at first, but the prejudice against them after 
a time died away, more or less rapidly according to the disposition 
and deportment of their conductors. Public sentiment with regard to 
the education of the negro also changed. By the organic ·law of the 
State the colored man and his children became entitled to certain rights 
which could not lawfully be denied them, and it was not long before as 
sentiment became predominant that, as he was a citizen by law, it was 
not less the interest than the duty of the white people to see that at 
least his children were prepared, as best they could be, for the exercise 
of the duties of citizenship. 

Among the earliest school functionaries in the State to take action in 
thi& matter wa,a tlle board of scbool cornmissionet·s of Mobile County. 

26~ 



270 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN ALABAMA. 

Some accormt .of the beginning, progress, and extent of their work will 
be found in the succeeding chapter. -

The first school established in Mobile, if not the first in Alabama, for 
teaching colored children was, undoubtedly, the school organized in 
the building known as the Blue College, which was purchased for the 
purpose jointly by the Freedmen's Bureau and the American 1\lission. 
ary Association. These were, necessarily, primary schools, but they 
have developed into an academic school, and are now under the sole 
control of the American Missionary Association. Other colored schools 
have been aided, or maintained, in the State by the American Mission
ary Association, the Pittsburg Freedman's Aid Commission, the Freed
man's Aid Society of the llethodist Episcopal Church, and the '\Vest
chester Aid Society of Pennsylvania. 

It is believed, however, that all these societies, except the American 
Missionary Association, have withdrawn from Alabama, and that the 
work of educating· the colored children of the State is carried on by the _ 
latter association, the Mobile school commissioners, and the department 
of education of Alabama. 

CHAPTER II. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR COLORED CHILDREN. 

First Attempt by the American M~·ssionary Association and the Freedmen's 
Bureau to Establish Schools for Colored Children-Early Action on the 
Subject by the Mobile School Commissioners-Action of the Board of 
Education~Difficulties Encountered in the Work~Remarkable Growth 
and Progress of these Schools in the Last Decade. 

During the school year 1868-69 there appear to have been some 
·colored schools taught in several counties of the State, but the statis
tics of these schools are meagre, and the results attained were probably 
more meagre still. · 

The board of school commissioners of Mobile County took official 
action in the matter of schools for colored children as early as the month 
of May, 1867, when a committee was appointed ''to inquire whether our 
system of public instruction can be extended to colored children in 
Mobile, and, if so, to report in what manner, and by what means, such 
instruction can be most effectually . accomplished." In the following 
August this committee made a partial report to the effect that a corre· 
spondence had been had with the superintendent of education of the 
Freedmen's Bureau, who expressed gratification at the disposition man· 
Ifested by the board, and stated that the sum of $12,000 had been 
appropriated by the Bureau to erect buildings in Mobile for the use of 
colored schools. .A.t the meeting in October, 1867, Rm·. E. D. ~raylor 
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(colored) appeared before the board to ask for aid in the erection of a 
building to be used for school and church purposes. On October 16th 
application was made by the agent of the American Missionary Asso
ciation, asking aid to purchase the building known as Pinney's Oollege, 
for colored schools. This building was subsequently purchased by the 
Missionary Association, aided by the Freedmen's Bureau. 

On January 10, 1868, a resolution was adopted by the board directing 
the secretary to ascertain the amount of school taxes paid by the colored 
people, and appropriating the entire amount, when ascertained, to the 
support of schools for colored children. On August 24th the committee 
on colored schools reported the'' outlines of a system for colored schools, 
proYiding for three schools in the city, to comprise all grades that might 
be found requisite to meet the capacity and acquirements of the pupils, 
and so located as best to accommodate the difierent centres of the col
ored population, and made, with respect to teachers, discipline, and 
thoroughness, equal to the best schools of similar grade in the city.'' 
The committee determined that, for the country districts, schools be 
established in neighborhoods "where the colored population is large 
enough to justify it; no school to be kept for a shorter period than 
three months." This report was unanimously adopted, and the commit
tee on school districts were authorized to make all needful arrangements 
for school-houses for colored schools. 

On November 11th the executive committee reported the opening of 
two colored schools, and a proposition, made by them to the American 
Missionary Association, to employ the teachers and take charge of the 
schools in the Blue College, and submitted a letter from the secretary 
of the association declining the proposition. 

The following public colored schools were taught in Mobile during 
the scholastic year ending J nne, 1868 : 
Creole School, attendance ...••...••..............• ~.. . • • • . . . . . . • • . . • • • • • . . . . • • 184 
Good Shepherd School, attendance .............................................. 110 
Stone Street School, attendance . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • . . . . . . 325 
Little Zion School, attendance ..•••...••.........•.••..•....•................. 300 

Pour schools, with a total attendance of ....•.......••.•...••..........•• 919 

In the autumn of 1868 an additional colored school, called the St. 
Peter's School, was put in operation, which on December 1st had an at
tendance oftwo hundred and sixteen pupils. By the year 1871, when 
the first accurate statistics of the colorecl schools in the State were fur
nished, there were seven hundred and fifty-one primary, one hundred 
and forty-three intermediate, twenty-six: grammar, and two high schools, 
nine hundred and twenty-two in all, for calored children in Alabama, 
with a total enrolment of 54,336 and an average attendance of 41,308. 

Nine hundred and seventy-three teachers were employed in these ~ 
schools. Ten years later (1878) there were one thousand four hundred 
and sixty-eight schools for colored children taught in Alabama, with 
an enrolment of 63,914 and an average attendance o~ 41,659. 
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The riextyear (1879) there were one thousand four hundred and ninety. 
one public schools for colored children taught in the State, employing 
one thousand and eighty-nine male and four hundred and· ninety-six 
female teacher~:;. The number of pupils enrolled was 67,386, and the 
avera.ge daily attendance was 46,438. The total school population 
(colored) for .the year was 162,561. The average cost of tuition to the 
State per pupil, based on enrolment, was, white, one dollar and ninety
one cents; colored, two dollars and ten cents. 

Two years later (1881) the enumeration of colored children of school 
age was 170,413; number of colored schools taught, one thousand five 
hundred and ninety-one; number of teachers, one thousand six hun
dred and forty-five; number of pupils enrolled, 68,840; average daily 
attendance, 48,476. 

In 1882 the amount of $152,890.43 was paid by the State to one thou
sand five hundred and eight teachers of colored schools, who taught an 
average of seventy-eight days each. ThiR does not include the amount 
paid to colored normal schools, which will appear hereafter. 

In 1884 the amount expended by the State for colored schools in
creased to $202,130.91 ; the number of pupils taught, to 8!,065 ;. the 
number of schools to one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven; 
the number of teachers to one thQnSall(~ seven hundred and twenty
four; and the ave rage duration of the schools to eighty-three days. 

The annual report of Superintendent Palmer for the school year end
ing September 30, 1888, gives the enumeration of colored children of 
school age as 212,821; the amount paid colored teachers, $183,933.97; 
the number of colored schools taught, one thousand nine hundred and 
:fifty-eight; the number of teachers employed, one thousand eight hun
dred and seventy-five; the enrolment in the public schools, 98,919; 
the average daily attendance, 66,424; average length of schools, sixty
seven days. 

In Mobile County there were t]Jirty-one schools for colored children, 
.employing fifty-one teachers, nearly all colored, with an average enrol
ment of forty pupils to a t_eacher. There are now in Mobile County 
several good buildings for colored schools, and there has recently been 
erected, for the higher grade colored schools, a large and commodious 
building, called the Broad Street Academy. 

Great care is tnken in the selection of teachers, and, to secure the 
best talent and preparation in this direction, a teachers' class for the · 
instruction of colored teachers is held weekly in Mobile, conducted by 
the able and untiring superintendent of education, Prof. E. R. Dick· 
son. 

An examination of the statistics herein given will lead the u.J_Jrejn
diced mind to the conclusion that, in educational matters at least, the 
colored children of the State have long had, and now have, their full 
share of the benefit of the public school system, arid that, to a Jarge ex.·, 
tent, they are availing th~mselves of tbe ~Q.v~~taf'es ofl:'ered them, 
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The chief obstacle in the way of their educational progress appears 
to be the irregularit:y with wl.Jich they attend school; the slightest ex
citement in _the streets, or the most · trivial events, being sufficient to 
keep them . from school. The contrast between the enrolment anti 
~verage attendance, when the colored schools are compared with the 
white schools, is very striking and suggestive. 

CHAPTER III. 

NOU,MAL AND ADVANCED ASSOCIATION · SCHOOLS FOR 
COLORED PUPILS. 

StateN ormal Scltool and Colored Unit,ersity at llfar·ion-N ame Oltangef], to 
Colored People's University of Alabama-Removed, to ]JJontgomery
Normal Scltool at Huntsville-Normal Industrial School at Tuskegee
Emerson Institute, Mobile. 

The first attempt at normal school instruction for colored students in· 
A.labama was made under authority of an act of the board of education, 
approved .December 2, 1869, which provided for four normal schools, 
each of which was to comprise two separate and distinct departments, 
one for wl.Jite students, the other for colored students. From the fact 
that very few, if any, colored children in the ·State were, at the time, 
sufficiently advanced in study to furnish material for a normal class, it 
could hardly be expected that so premature a scheme would be success
ftll. It is not surprising, therefore, that Superintendent Hodgson should 
remark in his report for 1870, referring to the normal schools, " this de
partment bas no information as to the good they have done." 

An appropriation of eight thousand dollars for one white school and 
two normal schools for the education of colored teachers was made in 
1870, but does not seem to have been used for the purpose, as it reverted 
to the treasury, and was re-appropriated the ensuing year. There was 
then in existence a normal college for colored teachers, located at Hunts
ville. The Marion school received an appropriation of two thousand 
dollars for the year 187 4; the Huntsville school one thousand dollars 
for the same period. 

NORMAL SCHOOL AND UNIVERSI'l'Y AT MARION. 

This school was organized pursuant to an act of the board of educa
tion passed in 1883 . . The first section of this act provides that "if the 
president and trustees· of the Lincoln School, located at Marion, shall 
place at the disposal of the board of education the school building for 
the use of said normal school and university, there shall be permanently 
established in said building a State normal school and universit.y for 
colored teachers and students." 

879-No. 3-18 
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Section 7 of said act reads as follows ~ 

"Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of said board to organ
ize a normal school upon the most approved plan, and in connection 
therewith a n_niversity department, in which such a course of instruc
tion shall be established as shall meet the wants of the colored race 
and provide for their education in the higher departments of learning; 
it being the intent and purpose ofthis act to provide for the liberal ed
ucation of the colored race in the same manner as is already provided 
for the education of the white race in our university and colleges." 

The directors of the .Lincoln School having acceded to these terms, 
the State Normal School and University was established at Marion, and 
opened for students in 187 4. During the first year there were from 
thirty to forty pupils in attendance, with but one teacher. In 1875 the 
school was placed under the care of a board of directors, of which Hon. 
John Moore was elected president; three teachers. were elected for that 
year, and the attendance increased to seventy pupils. 

Professor Card, the principal, reported that "thirty of the pupils were 
employed in the public schools last year as teachers, and that the de
mall!) for well-qualified colored teachers is greater than the school can 
supply.'' 

Besides reading, writing, spelling, geography, and grammar, there 
were taught drawing, composition, arithmetic, algebra, geometry, phys
iology, Latin, methods in teaching, and chemistry. 

The appropriation to this school was increased in 1878 to four thou
sand dollars, but it appears fro~;n the reports that only three thousand 
and ten· dollars were expended. The session was a . successful one, 
seventy-nine pupils having been satisfactorily instructed. At the close 
of the session Professor Card resigned the presidency, and Prof. W. 
B. Patterson, then teaching in Hale County, was elected to succeed 
him; an additional teacher was also employed. 

The session of 1878-79 opened encouragingly; there were one hun
dred and twenty-seven pupils registered, of whom fifty-four were males, 
seventy-three femal~s; twenty of these had taught public schools the · 
previous year. Professor Patterson says, in his report: "The a'\Terage 
daily attendance is remarkably good, and the general deportment of 
the students is all that could be desired~'' He also says: "There is now 
more enthusiasm and interest among the colored people, in regard to 
the school, than has ever before been manifested." The growth of this 
school during the session ending J nne, 1879, was almost phenomenal; 
from an enrolment of seventy-nine in 1878 it sprang to an enrolment 
of two hundred and eleven-more than one hundred per cent. increase 
in one year. Of this attendance, fifty- three had taught school, and 
seventy-three, including these, desired to become teachers. 

The trustees during the season purchased a new and eligible site for 
the school, and removed the building formerly occupied to the new 
lo9ation, T4e trqstees, in their annual report for the year ending June, 
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1880, say tllat "tlle steady increase of pupils renders an enlargeme11t of 
the builtliug occupied absolutely necessaryt and ask for an appropria
. tion for that purpose by the Leg-islature. 

The total num her of pupils entered in 1880 was two hundred and 
twenty; the president .reports thirty-one students in algebra, thirty-one 
in geometry, twenty-two in physics, thirty-one in Latin, six in Greek, 
nine in chemistry, and three in French. 

The enrolment for the year ending June 30, 1881, was two hundred 
and twenty-two; the graduating class consisted of eight students, two 
in the university and six in the normal course. The preparatorJ· de
partment contained from fifty to sixty pupils. Of the general conduct 
ef the students the president remarks that'' no case of disorderly or 
immoral conduct has come to our notice; flO quiet and orderly have they 
been that few of our citizens were aware that so many were in attend
ance here." 

The attendance in 1882 fell to one hundred and seventy-two. The 
president attributes this falling off partly to short crops and partly to 
''objections to the school, which are made by other schools soliciting 
patronage." There were nine graduates this year, two in the university 
and seven in the normal school course. 

In 1883 the enrolment increased to two hundred and eleven; a new 
building was completed in August, and an additional teacher was 
added to the corps of instructors. 

In the next session a model school, or school of practice, was organ· 
ized, in connection with the normal clasB, of . which the members of the 
Senior class took charge by turns. The president mentions, as press
ing wants of the school, an industrial school and a boarding depart
ment. In his annual report, President Lovelace, of the board of di
rectors, says of this school : '' It is with pleasure that I am enabled to 
state that Professor Patterson and the en tire corps of teachers are 
deeply interested in the moral and religious, as well as the intellectual, 
culture of the students . and pupils under their charge, and I believe 
that an influence of incalculable good has, and will continue to revert 
to the colored people of the State, from the educated colored young 
men and women who annually go out from this school." 

The total enrolment for the school year 1883-84 reached the large 
number of three hundre(l and three students, of whom one hundred and 
seventy-seven were in tLe normal department; there were nine gradu
ates, seven of whom commenced to teach as soon as they left school. 
The pres~dent, speaking of professional training, sa;ys that nothing in 
that direction could bave been done but for the timely assistance ren
dered by Dr. Curry from the Peabody fund. The directors during the 
year established an industrial department, the means for which were 
furnished from the Slater fund, through Dr. Haygood, general agent; 

· a carpenter shop was erected for the boys, supplied with work-benches, 
tools, scroll-saw, and turning-lathe, and a work-room for girls, fitted up 
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with sewing-machines. Two teachers devoted their entire time to this 
work. 

The next session the enrolment of this school was four hundred, com
prising pupils from all parts of the State. 

For reasons satisfactory to its members the General Assembly of 
1886-87 thought proper to remove this school from Marion. An act 
was passed practically abolishing the State Normal School and U niver. 
sity, and providing for another institution, to L>e located elsewhere and 
to be called Alabama Colored People's U ni versi ty. This act appropriated 
ten thousand dollars for a building and seven thousand five hundred dol
lars a year for the support of the University, and provided a board of 
trustees, of which Governor Seay was e:t~officio president and Superin
tendent Palmer a mem her ex officio, to locate the same and manage its 
affairs. After considering the offers of several places, the school was 
finally located .at Montgomery, the colored people of that city having 
pledged and secured to the trustees five thousand dollars in money and 
lands for the use of tbe University to influence the location, and the pres
ident was authorized to rent temporary buildings until the building pro
vided for in the act should be erected. The school was opened October 
3, 1887, in a church building, with a small number of students. 

The attendance gradually increased until, · before the year closed, an 
enrolment of three hundred and fifty-eight was reached. 

Meanwhile the constitutionality of the act was contested in the courts, 
finally reaching the supreme court of the State. The de-cision by that 
tribunal, rendered in the fol1owing Apri1, held" that the seventh and 
tenth sections of the act are unconstitutional, and as what remains is 
incapable of full execution, according to legislative intent, the entire act · 
fails." The ground taken was that the appropriations for common 
schools can not be used for a university. The effect of this decision 
was toprevent the further use of the money appropriated in the act, 
but it revived the State Normal Sclwol at-Marion. As it was not deemed 
expedient for the interests of the school to return to Marion, it was de· 
cided to remain in Montgomery until after the next session of the Gen
eral Assembly, when definite action could be taken. 

The second session opened in September, 1888, with an attendance of 
two hundred and fifty, which, by the middle of November following, 
was increased to five hundred. The school is now divided into three 
departments, called normal, preparatory, and industrial. There were 
no students applying of sufficient attainments to undertake a college or 
university course. The failure to receive the appropriation provided in 
the act was naturally a serious disappointment to the managers of the 
university. 

The first instalment of twenty-five hundred dollars was drawn l>e· 
fore measures were taken to test the constitutionality of the act, and 
they received five hundred dollars from the Peabody fund, with which, 
by the aid of voluntary contributions by the colored people they were 
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enabled to carry on the school through the school year. They incurred 
an indebtedness, however, of about four thousand 'dollars. 

In closing his report to -the State Superintendent of Education, Pro
fessor Patterson says: "I desire to thank the citizens of Montgomery 
of both races for the moral and substantial aid given to the university 
during the past year ; to the Governor and yourself I offer my pro
foundest gratitude." 

HUNTSVILLE COLORED NORMAL SCHOOL. 

This school was organized as early as 1875, but the records are scant 
respecting it for two or three years thereafter. It received au appro
priation of one thousand dollars a year from the State, and had two 
teachers and from fifty to sixty pupils. In 1878 Mr. W. H. Council was 
the principal and C. R. Donegar assistant teacher. The entire cost of 
the school that year was eleven hundred and two dollars and fifty cents. 
The chairman of the board of trustees reports the school in a pro~perous 
condition, with an average monthly attendance of sixty-six pupils. 

In 1879 the appropriation for this school was doubled and made two 
thousand dollars per annum. The teaching force for the year was in
creased to four, and the annual report says : " The average attendance 
was much larger than any previous year; our sehool is in a flourishing 
condition and doing much good in preparing teachers for their respon
sible position." 

In 1881 the number of pupils increased to one hundred and thirty
three, with an average attendance of ninety-four; of these, eighty-six 
studied geography; seventy -one, grammar; thirty-eight, history; seven, 
algebra; ,and six, book-keeping. 

The report of the chairman of the board of trustees to Superintend
ent Armstrong, dated October 18, 1882, states that the enrolment for 
the preceding school year reached two hundred; that the board had 
purchased ''one of the most desirable locations" in Huntsville, and bad 
it deeded to, the State. The additional aid from the Peabody fund (five 
hundred dollars per annum), and strict economy in expending the an
nual appropriation from the State, enabled them to make this purchase. 
A two-story brick building stood on the lot, which had been altered to 
make it available for school purposes. They had also commenced col
lecting a library, and bad established a reading-room for the benefit of 
the colored people of that portion of the State, to which the leading 
publishers of the North, the Government Departments at Washington, 
and several private individuals bad liberally contributed. 'rhe trustees 
also paid a high compliment to Mr. W. H. Council, the principal of the 
Rchool, for the skill and ability displayed by him in conducting the 
school. 'I'hey say : 
"It is to his indefatigable energy, self-denial, and devotion to the 

educational interests of his people that we owe, in a great measure, the 
success which bas crowned our efforts." 
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The year 1883 was the mos ~ prosperous experienced in the history of 
the school. The enrolment was two hundred and sixty-eight, and 
the average daily attendance one hundr~d and forty-two. ~l'lle large 
difference between the enrolment and the average -attendance arose 
from the fact that many pupils who were entered in the primary and 
intermediate departments were afterwards sent to tlle public school 
of IJuntsville. The report of the year says that" teachers from this 
school find ready employment, and never fail to render satisfactory 
services." 

The year 1884 was also a very prosperous one for the school, "the 
only drawback havi:t;Ig been the difficulties under which the board la
bored with respect to buildings." 'l'he average attendance was one 
hundred and· twenty-nine. Certificates of completion of the lower nor
mal course w~re given to six graduates. An industrial department was 
begun, but had not passed the embryo state. 

From 1884 to 188~ marked progress was made in this school, as will 
be seen by the following statistics : 
The total enrolment for 1888 was ..........••...••••. ------·-·--·---· .••••..... 302 
The number taking the normal course was ..••....••....•••..•......••......... 135 
Officers and teachers employed .........•...... ·----···---- .•. : •...••••.•....... 11 
Number of stude'J.ts employed as teachers in model school ......••. __ •• _ .. _..... 51 
Number of graduates .... -..........•..••...........................•.. . _ ... _.. 6 

In the industrial department thirty-seven girls were taught to use 
the ordinary needles, and then advanced to the use of the sewing
machine. In the carpenter shop a class of sixteen were taught to make 
various article8 in wood for use in the school-rooms, and at the close of 1 

the term the class was at work upon a set of furniture for use in the 
new dormitory, then nearly completed. This building will afford accom· 
modations for about fifty students. 

This school has recently been the recipient of a donation from the 
Slater fund. 

NORMAL . SCHOOL AT 1'USKEGEE. 

Another normal school for colored students was established by the 
General Assembly at the session of 1880-81, to be located at Tuskegee, 
with an annual appropriation of two thou8and dollars from the State. 
This school was opened July 4, 1881, with thirty students, and theses· 
siou closed with sixty-six. There were three teachers employed. Of 
the students, eighty-one were non-residents. The building occupied 
by the school was erected dt1ring the summer by contributions by citi
zens of Tuskegee and by friends in the Northern States. It is three 
stories high, not including the basement; has six recitation-rooms, a 
large chapel, a reading-room and library, office, dormitori~ in the third 

. story fm· girls, and is to have a boarding hall in the basement. . 
There are three smaller buildings on the place, devoted to the use of 

the school. The friends of the school have bought a farm of one hun· 
dred acres, in order to give the students a chance to pay a part of their 
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rpenses in work, and, at the same time, obtain intelligent training in 
1e best methods of farming. During the year the sum of $5,521.94 
as contributed, in one form or another, to the school) outside of the 
rate appropriation of two thousand dollars. 
In the second year of the school there was an . attendance of one hun
red and twenty-six pupils. A brick-yard had been opened on the farm, 
Jr giving employment to the boys, and making the brick for a sub
tantial brick building. The number of teachers was increased to 
~ur. 

The third session closed May 29, 1884, with one hundred and sixty
line students and ten officers and teachers in all the departments. 
rhe courRe of study occupied four years; all the students attending 
hat year are recorded. as entering the normal school. 
The new building was in course of construction; it is forty-six by 

leventy-six feet, and four stories high. By the aid derived from the 
llater fund, a carpenter shop and a blacksmithy, well provided with 
~roper tools, have been added to the industrial department. 
The contributions for this school, outside of the State appropriation 

or the year, were $8,365.90, mostly for permanent improvements. 
Animated by such a spirit of progress and devotion to their work, on 

the part of trustees and teachers, and sustained by such valuable friends 
as have rallied to this school from the beginning, it is not surprising 
that its growth should have been both rapid and substantial. From 
1884: to 1888 the improvement was almost marvellous; the attendance 
increased from one hundred and sixty-nine in 1884 to five hundred and 
twenty-five in 1888, and the amount expended in the erection of build
ings, etc., outside of the appropriation by the State, reached the con
siderable sum of $76,060 from July 4, 1884, to October, 1888. Of the 
large number .of students, four hundred and twenty-five were in the 
normal school and one hundred in the training school; twenty-four 
officers and teachers were required. The number to graduate in 1889 
is twenty-six; total number of graduates to date forty-two, who, with 
one or two exceptions, have taught in ·the public schools of the State 
and given satisfaction. 

The industrial department bas been amplified, and seems to be man
aged with enterprise and discretion. Students can now receive in
struction in farming, brick-making, carpentry, painting, brick-masonry, 
plastering, blacksmithing, wheelwrighting, mattress-making, saw-mill 
work, printing, sewing, cookery, laundry work, general housekeeping, 
etc. A three-and-a-half story brick building bas just been completed, 
entirely by students' labor, except the roofing. 

Facts like these need no comment; they speak for themselves. 

EMERSON INSTITUTE. 

Among the private· educational ·enterprises undertaken for the ben
.... ,,,.. ~olored people of .A l~.h~.m~. thiR inRt.itntf~. whether ~Qusi<l~reQ. 
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witl,l regarcl to age, excellence, or achievement, is entitled to a place in the 
first rank. Under the name of Blue College it was organized in Mobile 
while tlle Federal forces still held command in the city aud State, a.ud, 
although it has met with disco~ragements and disasters, it ''still live~," 
and is doing a good part in the education of the colored children of the 
State. It is the property of the .American Missioaary Asseciation, un
der whose auspices it ha.s been conducted fram the 'beginni»g. 

Started before the public school authorities were in condition to even 
consider the matter of educating· colored children, and at a time when 
there was no money in the South to pay for their instruction, had the 
will been ever so great, it ruay justly be con~idered as a pioneer in the 
work of education for the negro race, and as a benefactor wortlJy to be 
held in gTa.teful remembrance by the colored people. .At first the 
school did not attempt to go beyond the studies of t:he common school~; 
indeed it could not have found material to teach anything higher; but 
iul872, by the liberality of 1\lr. Emerson, of Illinois, the association was 
enabled to add an academic and a normal school department, with 
boarding school accommodations. The name was then changed from 
Blue College to Emerson Institute. In April, 1873, the commodious 
building ocClipied by the school was destroyed by fire. The school was, 
however, continued by two of the teachers under many unfavorable cir
cumstances, until removed to tlle present Mission Rome. 

In 1877 a purchase was made of Holley's Garden, a pleasant location, 
more convenient to the colored people; later, in. 1878, a new brick 
building was erected on tLe new site. Here the school was carried on, 
without interruption, until January, 1882, when this building also was 
destroyed by fire. The school was then carried. on in two different 
church buildings belonging to colored peoplP, until the present com· 
~odious and conveniently arranged building was rez.dy for use. 

Here the school is now conducted and is in a prosperous condition. 
TLe Faculty consists of ten iustructors; Mr. Charles W. R. Stevens is 
the principal. Tllere wen~ tllree graduates of the higher normal class 
in 1876, two in 1880; and in the normal class there was one gTaduate 
in 1880, two in 1884, and nine in 1887. The attendance during the 
school year ending May 28, 1888, as given in the catalogue, was as 
follows: 

Innormalgrade: ClassA,S; Cla.ssB,8; total .............................. . . 16 
Ingrammarschool: ClassA, 14; ClassB1 15; total-----··-----·------··--·---- 29 
In intermediate school: Class A, 20; Class B, ~W; total _ .. __ .. ____ . _. ___ . __ .. _ _ 50 
Iu B iutennediate school: Class A, 23; Class B, 30; total __ . _. __ . _. __ . ___ . _ _ _ _ _ 53 

In A primary school: Class A, 10; Class B, 60; totaL ..... ·----·----·-·--- _____ 70 
In B pri!!Jary school: Class A, 16; Class B, 31; total .... -·---··-----.·-·--· ____ 47 
InC primary school: ClassA, 49; ClassB,:38; total-------·-------·-··-··----- 87 
Pupils in mnsic 12; not counted above-·-· ____ -··--------···---·-·-------·____ 3 

Total. __ • _. __ .•.......... _ ... _. ___ .• _. __ .• ___ .. ____ . • .•.. __ • _ .• _ .... . . - 355 
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