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NEW ORDER IN EDUCATIONAL COOPERATION. 

The School Formerly Occupied a Sphe1e Apart from Home and Community.
First Promise of Better Things Came from Kindergarten.- Slow Process to 
Arouse Public Consciousness to Necessity of Complete Cooperalion.- An lm· 
portant Factor. 

By MARGARETTA WILLS REEVE, 

Pre~iJent National Congress of Mothers anJ Parent-Teacher Associatiom. 

Twenty-five years ago education, like medicine and law, was the 
business of spMialists, and the only concern of the public was to 
pay the bill- if it could and would. The school was a sphere apar t , 
related neither t o the home whence its pupils came nor to the com
munity into which they graduated. Its directors formed a close 
corporation, and the vote of the citizens was neither required nor 
desired in the administration of its affairs. 

The occasional parent who, driven by necessity, approached this 
unknown territory was, by reason of his ignorance of its laws and 
lawgivers, immediately placed at a disadvantage, and, therefore, 
went fully armed with we:tpons of offense and defense when invasion • 
was unavoidable. H e seldom. however, penetrated beyond the 
outer citadel of t.he principal 's oflice, save on the occasion of some 
festivity at which his place was prepared, his actions directed into 
the proper channels, and his exit as carefully t imed as his entrance. 

To the child, home was one place; school , totally unrelated to it in 
system, methods, and interests , was quite another; and life, that 
glorious, mysterious freedom from home control and school discip line, 
was the inducement to endure all these strange conflicting phases in 
order to attain eventual liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

To the paternal parent school was a necessity. in accordance with 
his belief in the value of education. If ignorant h imself, it was either 
an opportunity, if he had longed for instruction, or a tyranny if he 
wished his children to become wage earners before the law would 
permit. In either case it was something for which he was obliged to 
pay a tax, and it must therefore be amply supplied with funds. 
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2 NEW ORDER IN EDUCATIONAL \oOPERATION. 

To the maternal parent school represented the solution of the 
problems which had outgrown her comprehension. It stood for law 
and order, and into the hands of the unknown teacher, a being as far 
removed as the angels from the level of everyday existence, she 
thrust her small anxieties, confidently expecting that a miracle would 
be wrought upon them and they would be returned to her in a new 
state of mind and body, prepared to become harmonious elements 
of the family group. 

Perhaps the first faint promise of better things may be traced back 
to the days when the kindergarten teachers, those trained lovers of 
children, seeing the failures, the misfits, the physical handicaps 
among the preschool boys and girls, drew the mothers into circles to 
study the elements of the profession of parenthood and so to be 
made aware of their shortcomings. Then as time went on and the 
children were called from their garden into the great factory of the 
school, this awakened motherhood recognized the barrier of the 
closed door of the schoolhouse, and the new day dawned. 

Development of the Whole Child. 

It has been a long, slow process, this arousing of the public con
sciousness to the necessary unity of education. The curriculum is 
considered hopelessly out of date which does not include physical 
and moral as well as mental training, the development of the whole 
child- body, brains, and character. This is the field of the profes
sioD:1l educators, and zealously and skillfully are they cultivating it. 

But there is another unity in education with which they alone can 
not deal-that inseparableness of the child and i ts h eredity and 
·environment; that relationship to the home and the community as 
well as to the school which makes up the total of its life. 

The activity of the complete individual begins at birth, and at that 
point, therefore, should its training begin. There is a sound lesson in 
the story of the earnest parents, who, when he was 3 years old, took 
their boy to a great psychologist in order that he might give them a 
working plan for the child's best development. 

"How old is your son~" asked the wise man. 
"Three years," replied the parents, hopefully. 
"I can do nothing for you," said the teacher. " You have come 

too late. You should have brought him to me three years ago." 

Value of Correct Feeding is Recognized. 

The importance of establishing good physical habits in a baby is 
too well known to admit of discussion. But what are they but one 
phase of education~ The great mistake of the majority of people lies 
in making this beginning of training so unevenly balanced. There 
hns h<'en a fairly general recognition of the value of regular and cor-
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rect feeding, of regular and sufficient sleep, with abundance of fresh 
air and sunshine for the tiny human plant, and scientific principles 
of child hygiene are accepted and applied with increasing readiness 
and intelligence by women in all walks of life. But even here is 
found a gap which is only commencing to receive attention. The 
physical care of the baby and of the school child is in a fair way to 
become effectual, but we have still to solve the old problem which is 
akin to that of the frog who, in getting out of the well, slipped back 
2 feet as he climbed up 3. 

If physical education in the schools is to be efficient, it must be 
based upon and supplemented by physical training in the home. 
No health program, however complete in itself, can produce results 
commensurate with the time, money, and effort involved, when it 
is obliged to take hold of a child more than 6 years of age and repair 
the damage wrought by five years of neglect and mismanagement, 
while at the same time it is endeavoring to erect a permanent struc
ture of good health upon a foundation hopelessly unsound. 

Undernourished Children are Expensive. 

The physically handicapped preschool child increases the cost of 
the school to the whole community. The pupil who comes to school 
undernourished, with faulty vision or hearing, with defective teeth, 
or with a mental development unequal to the work of the first grade, 
brings with him a bill of expense to the taxpayers which would 
never be incurred had his parents been educated in the scientific 
principles underlying the care and feeding of children between 1 and 
6 years of age, and had they put those principles into practice. 

The system coming generally into use in the public schools is a 
good one, founded both on sound medical knowledge and an under
standing of child psychology. All that is needed is to drive it back 
five years into the home and connect it with the excellent system 
of infant hygiene already in widespread operation. To do this no 
cumbersome machinery is required; it is only necessary to reach and 
inform the first section of the real unit of education- the home. 
" Prevention, not cure" is a slogan which should appeal to any parent 
worthy of the name. Cooperation is the keynote of the campaign, 
and in the parent-teacher association lies the opportunity to enlist 
the active interest of the women of the community in the establish
ment of preschool circles which are to the school health program as 
the kindergarten is to its plan of mental development. 

Health Program Must Operate Continuously. 

To go a step farther, no school health program can be said to be 
running on more than two cylinders when it tries to operate suc
cessfully for 25 hours in the week and is worse than out of commis
sion all the rest of the time. 



II 

4 NEW ORDER IN F.DUC'ATIONAL COOPERATION. 

In the parent-teacher association is found the only effectual 
means of securing an all-the-year-round health schedule, by which 
permanent health habits may be established through the recogni
tion by parents and children that the standards of home and school 
are the same, and that this unified system is scientifically sound. 
This cooperation established in the earliest stages of childhood, 
carried through the grades to the high-school period, and sent out 
with its graduates who form the next generation of home makers, 
should make it forever impossible to reproduce the disgraceful record 
made by the youth of America in the examination for the war draft 
in 1918. 

So much for the firs t fraction of our larger unit in education. 
Let us consider next " the mind in the making." 

Four Precious Years Largely Wasted. 

What are the foundations for instruction~ All primary teachers -
who love their profession agree that observation, attention, a good 
vocabulary, and a trained hand and memory would transform a 
pupil from a problem into a welcome opportunity, and that such 
preschool education would lighten by half its load their burdens in 
the first trying months of each school year. Yet under the present 
conditions those four precious golden "memory years" are largely · 
wasted, for, as Dr. Arnold Gesell says, the most neglected child 
to-day is the child between 2 and 6. In many cases the new baby 
has ousted the runabout from his place of supreme importance, and 
the fact that he no longer demands constant supervision too often 
leads to his being ignored in the general scheme of things. He can 
run about, so he is encouraged to do so; he is no longer made alarm
ingly ill by variations in food or sleep, so his diet and rest are regulated 
more or less by the family convenience, while his mental growth is 
allowed to become choked with weeds which at the proper time the 
teacher will be expected to eradicate. 

Abundant Standards of Comparison. 

There was a time, not so long ago, when we had no standards of 
comparison, and therefore the advantages and disadvantages of 
home training or home neglect could not be measured, but in this 
day of statistics it is necessary to close our eyes in order not to see 
the seriousness of this loss of time, this waste of opportunity. Small -
hands made skillful by simple home occupations, eyes which have 
been taught both to see and to perceive, ears sensitive to the rhythm 
of fine poetry and the quality of fine prose, and a memory stored with 
health rhymes, imaginative verse, and some of the wealth which the 
Bible holds for the youngest mind-all these may be the gifts of the 
mother teacher to the teacher mother with whom she must share her 
child. 



NEW .ORDER IN EDUCATIONAL COOPERATION. 5 

Here again the parent-teacher association has its part to play. 
The mother who, left to her own initiative, would doubt her ability 
or her leisure to undertake this duty of home teaching will be 
encouraged by the magic of "together," and will carry from her pre
school circle the inspiration to attempt what had seemed the impos
sible and to do her share in this new section of education. . Carrying 
the idea of cooperation on into the grades and the high-school period, 
we are faced by the appalling lack of continuity in the lives of the 
average boy and girl of to-day. Home is a place in which to eat, 
sleep, and be clothed according to the differing parental theories. 
School is a place in which things must be learned, things selected 
according to the· judgment of the department of public instruction, 
but which bear little or no relation to the home and whose practical 
future value in life as seen by the average pupil is negligible. 

Closer Relationship Between Theory and Practice. 

The crying need in education to-day is a standardization of values, 
an application of scientific knowledge to the activities of the com
munity, a closer relationship between the theory and the practice of 
living. 

Manual training, domestic science, art, music, mathematics (ex
pressed in terms of budgeting and accounts rather than in algebraic 
formulre), chemistry, biology, physiology and hygiene, civics, and last 
but by no means least the understanding and ready use of the English 
language are foundation stones of good business, whether in the home 
or in the office. The home must become the experiment station of the 
school, and when the substance of school instruction has been demon
strated as a common factor in community welfare, then and then only 
will education be recognized universally as a vitally essential element 
in a successful career. 
I 

Practical Method of Cooperation. 

Through conferences of parents and teachers this ideal may be made 
a reality, and may be developed until it completely covers that "no 
man's land" which now lies between the average home and the aver
age school. The questions of home study, proper food and sufficient 
sleep, social diversion and the use of leisure are all closely related to 
the efficiency of the school, but they are beyond its control or even its 
influence unless the school has taken its place in the new unit of edu
cation and has linked itself with 'the home. The parent-teacher asso
ciation offers the only lasting practical method by which this union 
may be effected, by presenting a neutral ground on which the edu
cator in home and school may meet to discuss their common interest, 
the child who is also the pupil. 
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The intelligent parent who has been aroused to observe and study 
the evolution of education has recently been supplied with food for 
serious and none too pleasant thought. Within the past few years 
he has seen introduced into the curriculum a code of morals, the ele
ments of citizenship, and the teaching of honesty, and he knows that 
new courses are not added to the already congested roster unless they 
meet a pressing need of a majority of the pupils. 

Desperate Remedies are Required. 

The present irresponsibility and general looseness of conduct 
have called for desperate remedies, and the effect of .mass teaching 
of morality by means of an appealing code is the subject of experiment 
in various localities. 

The defiance of law and order, the indifference to the flag and to 
the gift of citizenship , have caused a nation-wide movement for the 
Americanization of Americans, a step which seemed to him of such 
importance that one of the last acts of our lamented Chief Executive 
was a public encouragement of the plan drawn up by some of the 
leading men of the country. 

The apparent increase of Jying, petty thievery, and cheating in 
lessons and examinations in the schools and colleges has influenced a 
group of prominent business men to set in motion the teaching of 
honesty, because they are discovering that dishonesty in school 
means dishonesty in business. Is it not a fair inference, then, that 
in order to eliminate dishonesty in the school, honest~r should be 
taught in the home~ 

Character education which begins in the school begins si.x years 
too late. It was a wise teacher who said, "Give me a child until he 
is 7 years old and I care not who has him afterwards." But character 
education must go back beyond the child in the home. It must 
begin with the parents. If the home teachers differ radically from 
the school-teachers as to what constitutes honor, truth, justice, and 
civic righteousness, what sort of ideals may we look for in the child 
who is trained by such a double standard ~ 

The taxpayer in the home is throwing away his money when he 
cultivates defects for the school to remedy, if it can. 

Must Reckon With Education of the Street. 

The children come to the school with a preliminary equipment of 
character built up by home training in the most impressionable 
years, and with this character modified by possibly 10 years of 
"education" they go out into the community, eventually to found 
homes in their turn and to carry into them whatever in their learning 
has related itself to life as they must live it. But children are not 
educated only by the home or b~- the school or even by both com-
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bined. Five hours of five days a week, for at most nine months of 
the year, are allotted to the department of public instruction. As a 
liberal allowance, 12 or 14 hours may be set aside as the share of 
the home. Even during the school year, this leaves five hours a 
day, exclusive of holidays, when we have in operation that third 
section of our unit, the community- the great school of the street. 
Here the child, of whatever age, meets the wider social forces
public opinion as represented by playmates or by gang, sports, 
organized or unorganized, the motion picture, and, later, the dance 
hall, and the automobile. The educator in home or in school who 
fails to reckon with these forces fails utterly in the understanding of 
his or her duty and opportunity. 

Environment Must he of Right Kind. 

The child develops through the scholar into the citizen, and the 
community is vitally concerned in the quality of citizenship which 
is produced for its service. Environment is now admittedly more 
potent than heredity in determining the character of the individual. 
It is, therefore, the duty of the community to see to it that the share 
of the environment of its developing members for which it is directly 
responsible is offering them the right kind of education. Sanitation, 
housing, law observance, recreation, entertainment, religious oppor
tunity, and civic duty are matters in which, through the force of 
example, every citizen is a teacher, and in which he requires the 
assistance of all the constructive elements of the social organization 
be it of the city or of the open country. 

Only by means of the close association and agreement of parents' 
teachers, and citizens can the ideal community be created and 
maintained. Without a clear r~cognition of the need of a systematic 
combination of these three factors in education there is little reason 
to hope for an improvement in the present situation, but the results 
obtained where this combination has been effected through a well
organized and wisely conducted parent-teacher association have 
given promise of a future wherein we shall not only see the develop
ment of the child as a mental, moral, and physical entity, but shall 
also behold his education carried on as a unit in home, school, and 
community. 
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PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS AND 
. FOREIGN-BORN WOMEN. 

By CAROLINE HEDGER, M. D. 

The parent-teacher association can be an effectual ave
nue through which women of foreign birth in the United 
States may learn their first lessons in American citizen
ship. According to the Federal census of 1920 there were 
6,184,432 foreign-born white women in the United 
States. Of this number,896,918 over 10 years of age were 
illiterate; and 808,915 could not speak the English lan
guage. The figures further show that only 11,287 for
eign-born women, over 21 years of age: were in school 
during 1920. The night schools have done yeoman's work 
in the Americanization of aliens; but have not as yet 
been able to secure the attendance of large numbers of 
foreign-born women. 

The alien adult woman is largely cut off from contact 
with native Americans by the circumstances under which 
she lives. This is peculiarly so in some communities. We 
all feel acutely the need of common standards of civic 
righteousness, public health, and family life, but the im
migrant woman can not acquire these things when she 
has little or no knowledge of our tongue, and little or 
no chance of observing American life at its fullest and 
best. Prior to September 22, 1922, the foreign-hom 
woman automatically became a citizen of the United 
States with her husband, without being subjected to the 
same naturalization tests, but now, under the Cable Act, 
she is required to pass the same examination as her hus
band. The tests required for naturalization, however, 
are only a step toward a full understanding and ap
preciation of AmericanK'ti!BirAmhip. In order to exercise 
intelligently the voting pri"fmsawl: ~~meipi!te llii:Uy-'-·· --"'-
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in our American citizenry much more is required than 
a perfunctory acquaintance with the Constitution and 
the system of government under which we live. "\iVithout 
a considerable knowledge of English· it is all but impos
sible for the foreign-born ·woman to appreciate the ideals 
of Americn.n civil, political, and social life. Take, for 
example, the matter of public hygiene. As soon as the 
foreign mother understands that health regulations are 
for the good of the con:~munity, herself included, and 
not arbitrary acts, she is willing to cooperate with the 
authorities. 

In the matter of family standards we are often more 
to blame than the foreign-born woman. A bewildered 
peasant can not grasp our complex life and, on a small 
wage, solve the problems that tax our own powers. $he 
can not instinctively put the bathtub to its proper use~ 
especially if she depends on picked up coal for heat, or 
if she lack space to keep her potatoes and coal. From 
the assortment of strange material that we present to 
her, she can not select the food that will give her children 
sound teeth and straight backs. Not all American women 
have achieved that, with all their advantages. Owing 
to economic conditions over which she has no control. 
it is difficult for the foreign-born woman to prevent the 
crowded household, the lack of privacy, the promiscuit)· 
of living, and the serious social evils that often flow from 
taking in boarders to supplement the family income~ 

These questions open up a great field of endeavor for 
women's organizations·, 'and there is 'no organization in 
the United States that is better able to cope with the 
problems of the foreign-born woman than the parent
teacher association. The very point of interest, the child~ 
is the point on which the foreign mother can be most 
easily reached. Already the association has in its ranks 
large numbers of foreign-born women, but much remains 
to be accomplished. An appreciation, on our part, of 
the artistic and social inheritance of immigrants is 
needed. It would not only emich our own national life 
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but bring better contacts between aliens and native 
Americans. 

Many immigrants have wonderful handwork in their 
possession, such as embroidered clothing, homespun linen, 
handmade lace, and sometimes pottery, which might be 
brought together in interesting exhibits of Old World 
ha.ndicraft. Some especially skilled foreign women 
might be engaged to teach an intricate crochet or knit 
lace pattern to Americans. 

In Erie, Pa., the school authorities have succeeded in 
getting Italian mothers to attend the night schools by 
hiring Italian girls to look after the babies they bring 
with them. In Erie they have in each block a woman 
called a" block matron," who canvasses the neighborhood 
assigned to her for night-school pupils. When attend
ance at these schools lags, she visits the homes of the 
immigrants to inquire the reason for the nonattendance. 
She does this sympathetically, and becomes the friend 
and spokeswoman for those who can not spea.k fo1· 
themselves. 

It is, however, in daytime classes for foreig.ri-J::orn 
women that the parent-teacher associations will find their 
greatest reward. These classes need not be· very ex
pensive. They can be held in homes, in school buildings 
or infant-welfare stations. Formal invitations will not 
bring the immigrant women together-they are too timid. 
At first, the audience must be gathered by hand. There 
should be cocoa or soup served to the women, for they 
will bring their babies, and if coffee is served the babies 
will parta.ke. Also, as in Erie, some one should be present 
to care for the babies while the short lesson is given. It 
may be necessary to have an interpreter for some time, 
but simply the coming together and trying to talk will 
give the immigrants some English. 

The lessons that have been given in Chicago, where 
this plan has been tried for two years by the Woman's 
City Club, assisted by the Infant Welfare Society, have 
bee1i. along the following lines: 
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1. The food of the child, by a trained domestic-science woman 
who was also a mother and a housekeeper. 

2. The clothing of the child, in which actual garments were 
made, the training being provided by friends of the club. 

3. Keeping the child well, by a woman physician who taught 
the dangers of measles and scarle t fever, and what' qua rantine 
meant. 

4. The mind of the child, by a kindergartner who taught finger 
plays, lullnbys, stor ies, proper and improper punishment, and the 
cutting of toys out of paper. 

5. The legal status of mother and child. 

In Chicago one of these classes automatic::~,lly turned 
into an English class. 

Parent-teacher associations can do much to assuage 
racial and religious prejudices, and bring about better 
contacts between the foreign-born and our native Amer
icans. A campaign directed against the offensive epithets 
that are too often bestowed upon the immigrant might 
be undertaken to advantage. This outrageous habit is 
the cause of a large proportion of the alienation and 
antagonism that exists in the minds of foreigners. 

One immigrant woman of fine type said: No; I have 
not started the little girl to school. I so dread to have 
her called names." 

The background of this reform must be the recognition 
of the personality of the immigrant. This is most vital 
to our national life, for as Tagore said, " States break 
down when man is made impersonal." Besides the recog
nition of the immigrant as a person, we must have an 
idea of his worth, not only as a worker, for he does the 
hardest of our work, but as an asset in our national life; 
and lastly we must recognize his patience under the 
conditions that we have meted out to him and the self
denial that he undergoes in order to be a part of the 
community ; the trials he has undergone to get there; 
and lastly, that he, like ourselves, is ambitious to pro
mote the welfare of his children, to give them a better 
e_ducation anrl a chance in life that he never possessed. 
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COOPERATION IN ADULT EDUCATION 
REPORT OF SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HOME EDUCATION, CALLED BY 

THE UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION, AT MINNEAPOUS, MINN., 
MAY 7, 1924 ' . 

OFFICERS OF THE CONFERENCE 

Dr. Jno. J. Tigert, General cha!rman. 
Mrs. A. H. Reeve, President of National Congress of Parents and Teachers, 

chai~;man of ,Preliminary Program Committee. 
Dr. W. Carson Ryan, jr., Professor of . Education; Swarthmore Coilege, chair-. 

man of press and publicity. 
Miss Ellen · C. Lombard, Junior Specialist in Home. Education, Bureau of 

Education, executive· secretary. 

GROUPS AND STATES REPRESENTED 

Groups: Directors of extension ·of Sta:te universities, librarians, and leaders 
in . parent-teachet associations. 

Eepresentatives were present .from .33 States and the District of Columbia, 
as follows: Minnesota; 8; Massachusetts, 5; District of Columbia,. 5; New 
York, 5; Cal'ifornia, 4; Iowa, 3; Michigan, 3; Missouri, 3; Oregon, 3; 
Pennsylvania; 3 ; Texas, 3; Wisconsin; 3; Colorado, 2; Indiana, 2; New Jersey, 
2; Oklahoma, 2; Rhode Island, 2·;· s ·outh Carolina, 2; South Dakota, 2; 
'fennessee, 2; Washington, 2; Illinois, 2; Arizona, 1 ; Connecticut, 1; Delaware. 
1 ; Georgia, 1.; Kansas, 1; Maine, . 1; Mississippi, , 1; Nebraska, 1; North 
Carolina, 1; North Dakota, 1; Ohio, 1; Virgini.a, 1 :. tota l 80. 

PROGRAM 

Address of welcoi:ne-Dr. Lotus :b. Coffman. 
Opening address-Or. Jno. J. Tigert. 
Section I: Place of University Extension Service In a Cooperative Plan 

for Extension of Educational Opportunities. 
Cooperation. for adult education-Prof. Walton S .. Bittner. 

Discussion : 
Prof. Richard R. Price. 
Prof. Elmore ·Petersen. 

·Courses, for parents-James A . . Moyer. 
· .Summary of discussions-Prof. 'f. H. Shelby. 

Section II. The library In the Home Education Movement. 
H ow libraries educate-Carl H. Milam. 
What parent-teacher associations can do for libraries-Gratia A. 

Countryman. 
Discussion- Clarence B: Lester. 
A State library cpmmi-ssion conducts · home-reading courses..:... Mrs. J. R. 
. Dale . 

. . Tl;u~ educational adviso.rin the public. library-Webster Wheelock. 

1 
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Section III. Practical Methods of Cooperation in Educa ting for Parenthood. 
Presentation of topic-Mrs. A. H. Reeve. 
The parent-teacher associations and the county library in New Jersey-

Miss Sarah B. Askew. 
Psychic values In the home-Miss A. L. Marlatt. 
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ADDRESS OF WELCOME 

In the address of welcome to the conference President L . D. 
Coffman, of the University of Minnesota, pointed to the common 
responsibilities of parents and teachers for the character training 
of their charges and for teaching them the common amenities of 
life. Bodily cleanliness, together with other right physical habits, 
must be stressed, he said, and also the social graces-courtesy, polite
ness, and the like- which are the open sesame to life. [He called 
attention to four causes for failure among university students 
throughout the country-lack of funds, lack of health, lack of men
tality, and lack of fundamental character qualities.) These qualities 
are not to be sought afar. They are merely : Keeping one's word, 
doing one's work honestly, respecting other's rights, not bluffing, and 
not making good appearance cover absence of application to study. 

Other responsibilities to which President Coffman referred are 
those of teaching broad citizenship-not by means of propaganda 
but by training in the ability to think, to judge of situations, and 
form cor rect, unbiased judgments-and of developing, in the youth 
of America, a catholicity of interest in the problems of humanity. 

OPENING ADDRESS 

Dr. Jno. J . Tigert, United States Commissioner of Edueatl•n 

Numerous public and private agencies are working on the prob
lems of home education, but we have invited to this conference rep
resentatives of three agencies only, as they appear to be the logical 
agencies to cooperate, if they will, · in working out a practical plan 
by which home education may be made to function. Before a plan 
can be evolved, however, we must define our aims, consider our re-
sources, and determine our objectives. · · 

The Bureau of Education stands in a strategic position. It has 
educational contacts with many agencies. These contacts are valu
able to the bureau in its effort to discover educational needs in 
securing data regarding accomplishments in education, in gi;ing 
direction to its activities, and in other ways. 
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Fifty-six years ago the first Commissioner of Education, Dr. 
Henry Barnard, authorized the preparation of an official circular 
on "Self-Education; or, hints for self-formation with examples of 
the pursuit of knowledge under difficulties," and another on" Home 
Education." He strongly recommended to teachers the advisability 
of securing the constant cooperation of parents at home in realizing 
the work of the school. These circulars represent the bureau's first 
approach to the parents and to the home. This was before extension 
divisions of the universities and libraries had become so generally 
established. 

Forty-five years later, in 1913, the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations, through its proper officers, offered 
its support and cooperation to the Bureau of Education in develop
ing a project of home education. The offer was accepted by the Gov
ernment and cooperation was established and continued for six years, 
until by act of Congress all special collaborators except those receiv
ing remuneration from States or municipalities were debarred from 
further service. The bureau then assumed the entire responsibility 
of the project. 

The original purposes for which this work was inaugurated were : 
To help adults, particularly parents, to further their education; to 
help them in the care and training of their children; to help boys 
and girls to further their education at home; and to promote a 
closer cooperation of home and school. · These were the original pur
poses, and they are practically our purposes to-day. 

The work has been promoted through questionnaires, leaflets, ~ir
culars, pamphlets, bulletins, reading courses, tours, and press articles. 
Specialists of national reputation and recognized ability in many 
and various fields have made their contributions to the work. 

State universities, through their extension divisions, came into 
cooperation with the bureau in connection with this work at the 
solicitation of two representatives of the National University 
Extension Association. Fifteen State universities, one State normal 
college, and one State library commission have assumed the responsi
bility of cooperation. We realize that there is a wide diversity of 
conditions and resources in our State universl.ties and other . State 
institutions. We realize that they are already performing valuable 
services to adults. But my experience in extension education has 
convinced me that extension programs need the active .cooperation 
of other agencies, if they are to succeed. 

vV e lmow that no one plan can be made to function· in all States, 
because of their. varying resources and conditions. It is evident that 
no one institution or agency can ever carry the whole load of respon
sibility, but that cooperation between existing agencies must be estab
lished in order that we may have effective results. 



4 COOPERATION IN ADULT . EDUCATION 

Because of the strateuic P.osition which the Bureau of Education 
0 • 

occupies in its relation to educational institutions and movements, 
it is constantly confronted with the educational needs oJ that great 
body of citizens who have passed beyond 'the age in which attendance 
in educational institutions is possible and who must now look to 
other agencies for help. We have called into conference the groups 
that appear to be in a position to formulate some plan of procedure 
in reaching the masses with educational opportunities. 

SECTION I.-THE ·PLACE OF THE UNIVERSITY EXTEN
SION SERVICE IN A COOPERATIVE ·PLAN FOR EXTEN
SION OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Topic Chairman : Prof. W. D. Henderson, Director University ·Extension 
Service, University of Michigan · 

COOPERATION FOR ADULT EDUCATION 
Walton S. Bittner, Indiana Univenity 

. . . . 

Everybody recognizes the value and need of e<;lucation. for adults 
as well as for youth. But it is not generally accepted even by edu
cators that we need schooling for .mature citizens; ~hat, ·we all need 
formal c<?ntinuous education from birth to death; !)ponsored by the 
community for the whole life span of each !J.nd all of us. 

There are many examples of .~he possibility_ of combining a: kind 
of schooling with occupational service-night schools; c~rrespondcnce 
study, home reading courses, _public libraries, cl11~ study programs, 
conventions, conferences; educational movies, shop committee.s, 
chautauquas, even Rotary .clubs. All these ~nd many more de.vices, 
or institutions like learned societies, parent-teacher associations, 
federated women's clubs, labor colleges, and university extension, 
afford varied opportunities for a kind of systematic study which 
is sampled from time to time by adults. But I).One of them has any 
long-time continuity for the mature person who submits to their halt
ing instr11ction; and few have any formal community management, 
any well-defined and unified supervision, or substantial support by 
the national community. 

We need most, for purposes of future cooperation, continuous dis
cussion of the ventures now in progress and a great .extension of the 
idea of joint conference of the vari0115; organizations promoting 
adult education. · . 1 

The ~est-known device of univers~ty extension is ,correspondence 
study-teaching by mail. It is literally true that almost anyone who 
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ca.n read: and• w-cite -may study by mail under a .university instructor. 
Motl~rs who want to . .learn about . vitamins _and, food values, child 
ea.re; c!hild., training; or . -personal -hy.gien~ -m.ay take university 
courses at· a oominltl .cost. ·.Men ·and women of many occupations 
.may find courses within the range of their need. 

Thousands of pe-rsons .who study . courses.sold by .CQmmercial cor
respondence. schools have no idea that they are equally eligible for 
)!Diversity instructio.n . . Many -thousands more think (with JllUCh 
t.rpth) that university instruct ion is ·high-brow and not for the com, 
~man: Many educators see no good in standard university cor, 
respondence study. ·. · 

Universities -are ·coming to · recognize that they can perform a real 
~rer-:Y~e for adult education by providing correspondence courses 
in high-school subjects for mature persons who wish to complete 
their seoondary school education but can not attend either daytime 
sessions or night 8chools i:n their own communities. Men and women 
take ·the courses not only for credit but to study for their own good 

. ~!ffi1 the ·good ·of · their fellows .. 
. ~3-rient~teacher associations and public libraries could aid the uni
:ver~t~s in developing a com'plete system ·Of correspondence study 
.-,which .'\l;_DUld' Jriake foi'nial instructio'tl' 11-VIi.ila:b~ to lil;erjtj:.a !tnq .ser~~ 
c~ll$-mind.ed pers<:ms everywhere. An'd it would . involv~ little P! P.Q 
i mere:a.s.~. ·i~· W.xation, because: a homixial fee cov~re most; of t h..e ~ost_. 

Motiorf pii.C'.ti.ures and radio and · correspc:mdenc~ 2~udy sbou~d i:)e 
developed in q~1:.a.ntity and quil.lity, ·so that every achool tlPd -~m:p.~ 
munity 1sha]l have tt~ pestin education that the wQdd ean: oif~r, 
. ·The ':facilities :for rea.ehing adults a:re already wide ap.d g~Perous, 
~v need :cooydrna.ti~ ~nd .~daptation, but, ~mit of· ~u?· t~y !e. 
, -quir~ ,1cooperatlve adrnlnJStra.tum. ,and cooperative pubhc1ty whi.cl). 
. will ~ home study by· .. ~ail J;>J:'~etj~ally universal and habitual 
,.with the.jw,blic·: · ~· · ;_- · · .· , . 
)Jnive'rsity ·~,xterrsion has as one of i~ ~i~s ~4-~t ~§ ~-a~~_ed popu-

la-tiution ofktw'~ledge and<::uiture. · · 
'Jti 'on.8 _'phase .~ ~is · popularization the :four gro~~ .at :~~is con_

ference a~'·:ilJ i~g'tElt:~-the ' promotion of home reading_. i\Jni~ 
ve!sity ~~~~~-~·(is t~ri~~ .~ore schemes to e_ncourag~ ho~e .readi.n,~ 
than ~ny ·otht.:~ ~1.2;1\t~qf\., :~.Qt even. exc~ptm? .the pubhc hbranes. 

Here is a ,pa~tl~'(~ ~~~w?-qt i¢. ·.~\l.t ~mve~Sltles do. or ~ave d?ne 
~in providing. the · pub.~'e '""~ .It~(l.~Wg ~t4epals and_ m stl~ulatmg 
~i~.est in reading. The '"\l!JIL~~ql~_e:lll, :9r ~~<jl.~ .or gtve away books, 

• . • y }-> n~•..:J t' - 1· • • ' 
J bulletins, p~m' hlets m~~az-J.· · ~ ,~'11: -~~e~ w :en,qr.r:t?-ous quantities; 
.- h ' · • R · , .. ·· eo nes, '·--is W:~W .an~ ,reiP.l'en~e works by 
, t ey requ~re .the read1ng of . . · : · · " .. · .. · ."1 · · ·;-t · · 
, th · · .. h' ' · · · · · · · · ~u,mero"" . · · . .., eiA!Xl ·M' ·-<xn~respondence 
• etr t ousan.ds ,of extension students L · .. · ... ~n·~~ • • • b t b. 1 

d . .. .· · - · ~-J&Y.~u,·e ·.a ou oo ~s 
~tu y m scattered communities· th · 1 "- .. 't'l"', • · ' . . ..... ...... . , e1r spea .: ... _ 
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and the contents of books to varied audiences in metropolitan centers 
and remote rural places; they devise book lists, club-study programs 
and outlines, bibliographies, 5-foot bookshelves, b~st short-story 
guides, selections of poetry, best drama, best artists-scores of 
selections-and scatter them broadcast or inclose them in carefully 
elaborated letters of advice to eager inquirers; they furnish lesson 
syllabi with reference readings, credit courses and noncredit courses, 
and popular short studies on almost any subject. 

Some universities and a few State and city libraries have de
veloped the package library so thoroughly as to be able to send out 
by parcel post books or, more often, pamphlets and other unbound 
material on an exceedingly wide range of subjects to practically any 
place and to any responsible person who asks for them. 

No one device for interesting people in the best reading need be 
abandoned; no doubt we need more new devices constantly to stir the 
imagination and the desire for knowledge. But ilurely we ought to 
have one cooperative venture with the best national, or even inter
national, prestige behind it. The merit of the United States Bureau 
of Education home reading courses is, to my mind, chiefly that they 
represent a national cooperation, with an Uncle Sam stamp, that 
appeals to the man in the street and the farm woman in her isolated 
home, the common citizen everywhere. 

When the average man wants to read something on how to keep 
well his difficulty is chiefly one of selection. What shall he read 1 
The newspaper health column, the magazine advertisement, the book 
the librarian recommends, the university package library, are four 
sources of information out of a score to which he may turn. Many 
of his available sources of printed information are admirable, but 
the most reliable is very likely to escape his search. 

Experts differ as to what is the most reliable. There is a Federal 
Government home-reading course or book list on keeping well, called 
Pathways to Health, which deals chiefly with the health of children. 
This list, or a similar or better one, should be not merely available 
but known, known as no other list is known. Also it should be se
lected in a manner that will insure the best scientific authority. 
How that is to be secured is theoretically a problem of the scientist in 
several related disciplines, but practically it is a problem of cooper
ation which is already partially met. For that list is, at least osten
sibly, approved by the four respectable, authoritative organizations 
here represented in this conference. 

However, it is important that a centralized venture in furnishin(7 
guides to the best reading should move cautiously and should at first 
confine its selections to only a few topics, perhaps most of those now 
among the Bureau. of Education home reading courses. 
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The part each cooperating organization should take in making a 
national system of authoritative guides to home reading can not be 
set out in detail in a short paper. The chief need is to make more 
vital the present working plan of cooperation, with its excellent fea
ture of decentralized administration, and to include in it other or
ganizations such as appropriate learned societies and the National 
Chamber of Commerce, the Workers' Educational Association, the 
American Federation of Labor, or the Federation of Women's Clubs. 
The most important general aim should be to give to the coopera
tively chosen national home-reading courses such a thorough and 
striking publicity as will catch the attention of every man, woman, 
and child in the United States, and rriake the courses known as 
no other courses or book lists have ever been known before. H ow 
to accoritplish that is a problem which should be solved possibly by 
an organization of publicity experts; perhaps the associated adver
tising clubs of the world would welcome an invitation to give na
tional publicity to the reading courses if that invitation were 
tEt1dered cooperatively. 
l The first home-reading course of the United States bureau's col

lection is called " Great Literary Bibles," the sixth is "Thirty Books 
of Great Fiction." ~ These might lend themselves easily to national 
advertising. 'l'he.-courses could be printed not only by the Bureau 
of Education but by each university and each State parent-teacher 
association, in quantity sufficient to supply the whole population if 
need be. They could be duplicated by the newspapers and maga
zines in donated space, or the gist of their story retold in varied ways. 
The question as to whether a short book list of Literary Bibles, or 
any other book list, is important enough to warrant such widespread 
and expensive advertising is not really the issue. Such publicity for 
a cooperatively chosen, authentic home-rea~ing course is juE'tified, 
apart from the course itself, by the effect it will have on directing 
attention to a reliable source of information which represents or 
canalizes the authority and agreement of great disinterested organi
zations, public, quasi public, and voluntary. 

The promotion of home reading and the extension of formal corre
spondence study are only two examples of methods of adult educa· 
tion developed by universities in partial cooperation with the Federal 
Government, the public libraries, and voluntary organizations. 
Many other devices. for educating the public have been projected and 
put into effect by university extension. 

One of the undertakings which is exceptionally promising is the 
direct cooperation in some States between the university and the 
State parent-teacher association, a cooperation which is also strength
ened by aid from the United States Bureau of Education, the State 

13882"-25---2 
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departments of public instruction, and from the State and local 
libraries. 

Five years ago the extension division of Indiana University 
opened a bureau of parent-teacher associations. The purpose of 
this bureau, from the point of view of the extension division, is three
fold: First, to cooperate with the Indiana Parent-Teacher Associa
tion in community dev<'lopment; second, to afford a channel through 
which the State parent-teacher association may function more effec
tively ; and, thi~d, to offer more definitely the services of the uni
versity to iocal parent-teacher clubs. 

DISCUSSION 

RrcHARD R. PnrcE, University of Minnesota: The growth of in
terest in adult education is one of the outstanding phenomena of 
the first two decades of the twentieth century. This interest is evi
dent on the part of educators and on the part of the general public 
alike. 

University extension is interested in adult education not so much 
from the standpoint of disseminating general information as from 
the standpoint of actual instruction in organized and consecutive 
courses of college grade. 

vVe are here to consider how the several organizations interested 
in adult education may cooperate so as to produce the best results 
efficiently and economically. I believe that cooperators can work 
most successfully when each party to the common purpose and th~ 
common plan performs his own peculiar function and takes care of 
his own peculiar task in the best manner possible. 

All classes of people in all stages of preparation should find 
somewhere under the direction of some agency the opportunity for 
pursuing education after t he days of the conventional or regular 
Echooling are over. Some will fin d this opportunity through sys
tematic reading under direction of the local or traveling library. 
Others will find it through interest in the public-school program 
under the auspices of parent-teacher associations. Many will pursue 
systematic courses of study as offered by the Y. M. C. A ., the Knights 
of Columbus, and the commercial correspondence schools. Those 
who are interested in courses of college or university grade, wi~h 
college or university standards, will enroll in university extension 
courses. Even now the University of Minnesota, as well as a number 
of other State institutions, offers correspondence courses in most of 
the branches of a full four-year high-school curriculum. These high
school courses by correspondence offer a valuable opportunity for 
supplementing the somewhat restricted programs of study offered 
by the small schools in rural districts. Charts, maps, globes, and 
other apparatus are all useful as means or aids to iustruotion. I 
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should classify the radio, motion pictures, and phonographs in 
the same category as aids or supplements or reinforcements of the 
ordinary processes of instruction. 

ELMORE PETERSEN, University of Colorado: Adult education is 
eminently a voluntary proposition. If we could make education 
contagious and infectious, like measles or smallpox, and outlaw vac
cination, perhaps we should then be able to reach the large mass 
of the adult population. Even then, perhaps, there would be many 
who would remain immune to the germ of learning. Since we can 
not do this, we must perforce so present education that the want 
of it will be recognized by those who need it most. In other words, 
we have got to "sell" education to the public. (To carry the idea 
of selling a step further, the teacher in salesmanship would say 
that we must attract attention, arouse interest, create desire, and 
then close the sale.) 
(We can hardly expect people to become interested in something 

about which they know little or nothing. Enthu~iasm is born of 
interest, and interest depends upon knowledge.) vVe need to em
phasize the point made by Mr. Bittner in his paper that there is 
urgent need for "thorough and striking publicity" in this matter 
of adult education. No one needs to elaborate upon the merits of 
advertising. Most of our ordinary daily routine is actuated by ad
vertising in one form or another. 

When we shall have reconstructed our methods and materials of 
education to fit the common man, and when we shall have told him 
about the advantages and desirability and importance of education 
until be believes what we want him to believe about it, and when he 
believes in what we say so thoroughly that he will sacrifice as much 
to get an education as he will to get an automobile, our campaign is 
still incomplete 1:mtil our commodity is put up in convenient pack
ages that may be readily secured at popular prices in the individual's 
home town. By that I mean to say that books, for example, that 
ought to be widely read are too voluminous and too expensive to be 
widespread in their circulation. I believe it would help the cause 
of adult education immensely if the plan of the Workers' Education 
Bureau of New York City could be more generally adopted. This 
bureau is developing what it has chosen to call " The Workers' 
Bookshelf." This bookshelf is composed of a library of books, some 
already published, others in the process of publication, where 
"scholarship, a scientific attitude toward facts, and simplicity of 
style will prevail," and where" the books will be bound in paper and 
sold at a price within the range of all." 

To summarize this discussion the problem resolves itself into two 
main parts : (1) The definition o£ the aim in adult education, and 
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(2) means and methods to attain that end. I believe t~e ~sk that 
lies before the cooperating bodies here represented cons1sts rn-

1. A clear unders tanding of the problem of adult education in the United 
States. 

2. 1'he end toward which all the cooperating agencies should work. 
3. 1' he determinntion upon projects best suited to the individual agencies. 
-1. T he working out of plans of procedure in order to eliminate waste effort 

nnd lost motion, and at the same t ime carry on a program nation-wide in its 
scope. 

COURSES FOR PARENTS 

J ames A. Moyer, Massachusetts Stnte Department of Education 

The division of university extension of the Massachusetts Depart
ment of Education has offered courses for parents during the two 
years past. I ts instructors in these subjects have been some of the 
most prominent authorities on child psychology and child training 
in the S tate. The instruction has been given in courses of six or 
eight lectures before classes composed of both parents and teachers. 
The charge in each case has been so low as to exclude from the class 
no earnest parent who sought to enter i~/ 

. ~"The first subject of the series to be' offered by the division was 
called " T he Child in Pre-School Years." To correct the impression 
that a child's mental training can safely be left to chance during the 
first five years, the course pointed out the vital importance of that 
period in habit forming and in the establishment of responsive atti
tudes t oward this or that condition.' It was valuable first of all in 
convincing parents of their respohsibility as educators during the 
p reschool period of their children, and second in making clear what 
the home can accomplish toward directing and stimulating in the 
child a wholesome mental growth. 

The first class in this subj ect met in Boston during the spring of 
1923, and had the effect of stirring up a keen interest in parent 
courses. It was later repeated in another city in Massachusetts. 

In the following November the division announced a course .in. 
~ental hygiene, called " ~afeguarding the Mental Hea'ith of Chil
dren." This course, as giYen to a class in Boston , covered a broader 
range of age in children than did the earlier course, dealing in fact 
with both the preschool period and the whole period of school life 
through adolescence. The membership of this class included both 
parents and teachers. 

Most recent of the parent courses announced by the division is one 
having for its purpose the training of mothers in ml.lsi~, so that they 
may be able to bring their children in favorable contact with good 
music. Nothing that might present technical difficulties enters into 
the course. The mothers are taught what elements in music most 
appeal to the child mind, and what compositions of standard worth 
embody those elements. 
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The response to these courses has been such as to warrant the de
Yclopment of more of them. The division is confident of the value 
of such instruction ; and as fast as the demand for training spreads 
among parents in Massachusetts the need will be met by the prepara
t ion of new courses and by carrying the present courses to an in
creased number of communities within the State. 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 

T. H . Shelby, University of Texas: It seems to me that such a plan 
as is proposed in this meeting to-day, that of cooperation with thr 
United States Bureau of Education, the Congress of Mothers and 
Parent-Teacher Associations, the American Library Associations: and 
the extension divisions, should be fruitful in the solution of the prob
lems of adult education. 

The home-reading courses which have been worked out by the 
Bureau of Education are intended to appeal to the interests of all 
classes of persons and cover a number of fields of interest. If there 
is need for further additions or revisions in the reading courses: a 
committee, such as is proposed by the United States Commissioner 
of Education, representing the different agencies, will be able to sug
gest the changes and modifications that ar~ needed. If in addition 
to this service the United States Bureau of Education could establish 
a sort of clearing house for the ex-change of plans and practices in the 
various extension divisions, would we not have an additional aid 
which would be of inestimable value in adult education ~ 

If all the forces interested in the problem put their heads together 
and are willing to cooperate in the spirit which has been exhibited 
here this morning, we may rationally look for much progress in the 
near future in solving our problem of adult education. w ·e shall 
have at hand the combined wisdom of all these agencies in att acking 
any special problem that may present itself in any of the States. 

SECTION H.-LIBRARY IN THE HOME EDUCATION 
MOVEMENT 

Topi·c Chairman: Carl H. Milam, Secretary, American Library Association 

HOW LIBRARIES EDUCATE 

Carl B. Milam 

It is in the field of self-educatio71r-more or less detached from the 
cl~ssroom and forma l teaching-that the library can render its most 
important contribution to the education of American citizens, 
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Everythin(l' the library does is to some extent educational. 
In some cUies every mother of a newborn infant receives a card 

from the public library telling her of a few of the best books on 
the care and feeding of children. 

In others the library makes it a practice to send to the members 
of every new chamber of commerce or civic club committee notices 
of important books, pamphlets, magazine articles, and clippings on 
the subject of the committee's study, inviting the members to make 
use of the library. 

In Seattle the public library begins its Americanization work at 
the detention quarters of the United States Immigration Service. 
The men and women there now are largely Russians-professional 
men and women, musicians, artists, artisans, ex-nobles. By in
stalling a collection of books there-books in Russian, easy books 
in English , illustrated manuals, brief texts about great Americans 
and American h istory, and elementary civics- the library pro
vides an opportunity for the eager, hopeful newcomers to learn 
something about America and the English language, and to pass 
the long days of waiting profitably by reading books in the lan
guage they already know. The library also provides printed in
formation in Russian about the library and how to use it. 

The foreigners who are not detained are reached through th~ 
churches, through talks by the librarian at night schools, thrqugh 
the distribution of circulars about the library in 13 foreign lan
guages, through all the organizations of foreigners, through natural
ization officials, and through the foreign press. 

" Laborers, housewives, engineers, ex-royal opera singers, lawyers, 
and architects," says the librarian, " kneel humbly before the shelves 
of 'Easy books for foreigners,' in desperate search of the one text 
which will most rapidly initiate them into the mysteries of the 
new language, or they lose all sense of time, place, and imme
diate difficulties of life as they pore over some old favorite;, in 
their native language. 

John Daniels, author of " America via the N eighborhoocl," says 
that the library has two advantages over other agencies in its work 
with the foreign-born : First, it is not, like the school, primarily 
for children; second, there is no regulation at the library, as in 
many other places, against speaking the native tongue. It is a 
place where adult foreigners may go voluntarily and freely. The 
library has been successful in its educational work with foreigners 
because it has pursued a policy of indirection; it has interested tb 
foreigner in America by first interesting itself in the foreigner. 

More recently libraries have been experimenting with another type 
of adult education service. 
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In Detroit, for example, there are readers' assistants in the open
shelf or circulating department, who are prepared to assist the 
serious reader with something more than a hurried word. 

The attendants at the readers' assistant desk prepared, for ex
ample, a reading list on American literature for a young woman 
who realized that she lacked the foundations of this subject and 
was willing to do serious study. For a young man who has had 
some college work and who expressed a determination to devote all 
of his spare time one winter to the study of American history, they 
prepared a course on that subject. 

The Chicago Public Library, the Buffalo Public Library, and 
probably others are rendering a similar service. Milwaukee has a 
workers' education assistant who has made a survey of all adult 
classes throughout the city, and who is now attempting to make the 
library serve, on the one hand, these classes and, on the other, the 
men and women who want more education, but who are not enrolled 
in the classes. 

The Cleveland Public Library has an adult education assistant 
in its school department, whose function is to make the appropriate 
connections between the library and the adult education classes in 
the city. The primary aim in Cleveland is to make the public 
library so vital to the adult students that they will continue their 
reading, their use of libaries, ·wherever they may go. 

Nearly all libaries do some work of this sort. It is possible that 
the small ones, in proportion to the population served, are doing it 
more effectively than the large ones. 

There is no reason why this service should not also include group 
consultation with the specialists. An announcement that the special
ist in psychology would be available every Friday evening to talk 
with people about their reading in this field would undoubtedly at
tract scores of readers during the year. The educational stimulus 
that would come from such informal conferences might be very 
great indeed. And the number of subjects which might be handled 
in this way is almost unlimited. 

But the easiest and simplest method of meeting the needs of 
isolated students in small towns and in the country districts will 
probably be through the use of printed reading courses. The ideal 
reading course for this purpose, as it is now conceived by the Ameri
can Library Association, is a little pamphlet or booklet on a special 
subject prepared by a specialist. Each one should contain a brief 
introduction to the subject, so written as to interest the reader in 
the study of the subject. This introductory statement would be fol
lowed by a short reading course consisting usually of not more than 
six or eight books. The books should be those which ought to be 
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on the shelves of the average library. They should be presented in 
the order in which they are to be read, and the comments about them 
should carry the reader from one to the other and keep the interest 

sustained. 
The courses will be both vocational and cultural. Some will be 

for persons with only a grade-school education, others for those who 
ha,·e finished high school or college. Each course will probably re
quire from 24 to 48 printed pages. They will be sold to libraries 
for circulati.on and reference use and perhaps for distribution, and 
will be sold also to individuals at a nominal cost or, in some cases, 
gn·en away. 

The object 'vill be to put into every library such material as will 
enable any intelligent assistant to give good advice to the serious 
reader. The student would get in this printed reading course about 
what he might expect from a half-hour's personal talk with. the 
specialist who compiled it, and he could turn always to the librarian 
or readers' assistant for supplementary suggestions and, in the larger 
libraries, could go to the specialist himself with his questions. 

And while we wait for the preparation and publication of the 
ideal reading courses we are all, I hope, making use of the excellent 
..:ourses ofl'ered by. the home education service of the Bureau of 
Education, those published by the Illinois State Library extension 
department, and the five which have been issued by the American 
Librat·y Association. 

It is an accepted fact among college librarians that many freshmen 
do not know how to use books. If directed by his professor of 
economics to read the New International Encyclopedia articles on 
railroads, there is an even chance that the freshman will waste half 
an hour trying to find the article in the first volume. He failed. 
to learn in high school that articles in encyclopedias are arranged 
alphabetically. 

The average man or woman--even the high school or college grad
uate-does not turn first to books and libraries for information. 
Every day public librarians answer from the World Almanac simple 
questions that have been put first to bankers, newspapers, and 
friends, because the inquirer had not acquired the book and library 
habit in school. 

If the problem of continuing education is to be solved, we must 
learn how to teach boys and girls the habit of reading and of turn
ing to the printed sources of information for the answers to their 
every-day questions. This involves primarily the provision of organ
ized collections of books in or ncar every school; the further develop
ment of methods of teaching which require every pupil to use books 
and libraries as a part of his regular ron tine; and, perhaps, some 
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definite instruction, especially in the vocational courses, on the use
fulness of books in practical life. 

When every boy and girl has been taught to like books, and to 
turn almost automatically to books for specific facts, the problem 
of adult education will be on its way to solution. 

vVe librarians are not, I think, over ambitious. We have no desire 
to occupy ground "ivhich the teachers and the teaching institutions 
have already taken. Much of our work in stimulating ambition will 
result in larger enrollment in continuation schools, night classes, 
correspondence schools, and extension courses. 'Ve shall have no 
fault to find with that result. 

But we believe that, in any comprehensive scheme of adult educa
tion the library is destined to take an important place. The library's 
intellectual freedom and its lack of formalism have an almost uni- · 
versal appeal, which can be crystallized for the good o:E American 
citizenship. 

We therefore recommend the following planks for the platform 
of this conference : 

1. Every community should maintain a public library which will reach the 
rural as well as the urban population with the best type of library service 
which the community can afford. 

2. E,·ery library should be encouraged, with reasonable financial support, to 
emphasize those features or types of service which are distinctly educational in 
cha racter. 

3. The public schools and the public libraries, in cooperation, should provide 
adequate collections of books and periodicals, a nd instruction in their use, 

· to the end that every pupil, before he leaYes school, will have acquired the 
habit of reading and study and of turning to books and libra ries for informa
tion. 

WHAT PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS CAN DO FOR LIBRARIES 

Gratia A. Countryman, Minneapolia Public Library 

Our library program covers not only the book needs of the 
children in school but every educational effort for adults, such as 
night schools, Y. M. C. A. classes, university extension courses, 
chautauqua circles, women's clubs, workers' colleges, and many other 
classes of adult work too numerous to mention, but with which we 
cooperate. Our program of educational help covers especially every 
individual effort at self-education, and when all the various organ
ized groups and classes are rounded up and numbered , the largest 
number of all is the group of individual men and women who are 
trying to better their jobs or take civil-service examinations, or are 
studying some interesting problem, or just cultivating some natural 
taste through the aid of that all-embracing teacher-the library. 

1388~·-25---3 
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If yon live in the country you are proud. of Y?nr c~nsolidated · 
school, which is a real community center and n vals m eqmpment the 
best city buildino-s. Is there a library in it where yon and your 
older sons and d~ughters can keep up a course of reading ~ Did 
you equi]1 a gymnasium and a comimmity kitchen and forget a 
library which not only the children absolutely need but the whole . 
neighborhood as well ? I£ the library was ·really forgotten by the 
school board and the architect, then here is a place for your · im
mediate assistance of the library and the cause of good reading. · 
Find a place for a library and reading room and hire as good a li-.. 
brarian as you would n teacher. You do not set a teacher to teach 
a subject which she does not know; neither should yon have a librarian 
who does not know books and can not help you to find the book 
or information which you seek. Your school board ought· to take 
the needs of the library into consideration , and the value of the li- · 
brarian, as much as any other department or activity. 

Many States have n law which allows the establishment of county 
libra.ries. Its purpose is to enable every rural family or village 
dweller to have the benefit of books. I can not th ink of any way in 
which an active parent-teacher organization or mothers' club could 
more effectively spread the opportunity of education than by putting 
the county library law into operation all over the country. 

Here in the county in which we now stand the county service has · 
provided books, constantly renewed and cared for, in every rural 
school and in every community and village-at more than 120 points 
in the county. '\Vith the county system and reduced postal rates,. 
books could be as available for thirsty minds as fresh water. Will 
the educated parents take up this job~ The law is in force; it only 
needs diligent friends to establish county libraries and the oppor
tunity to read books throughout our rural districts. But the li
braries in the towns and cities need help just as much. 

The l ibrary, .as one of your public institutions, needs your careful· 
study and your active support. Do all of your school children, even 
in the cities, have access to books~ H ave you ever considered that a·· 
reading room with books and a librarian who knows how to help . 
the children, might be as important to their development as other 
features in the school building~ Do you find mothers in your dis-· 
trict who need books on child training and home-making; do you 
find foreign mothers who need books in their own language or help.· 
in knowing our history and institutions~ Do not the whole g1~oup• 
of mothers and fathers need books within a reasonable distance .of 
their homes? The librarians are studying the problem of eom-; · 
munity .education quite as carefully as any other class of educators, 
and we know that the library needs your help and the pressure of ·· 
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your influence just as the schools have needed it, if the library is 
going to be sufficiently maintained to fulfill its purpose. 

But the parent-teacher associations did not know the needs of the 
schools until they organized to study them. Now you look over the 
buildings. I s the building large enough; is the plumbing in first
class shape; is there sufficient drinking water; how about the play
grounds~ You get acquainted with the principal and teachers and 
discuss the curriculum and teaching methods; you study the whole 
program. Have you given the library program any careful study~ 

The voice of the mother has been heard in the land, and she has 
thought of penny lunches and a milk supply for the undernourished, 
and a supply of garments for the poor children, and dental clinics 
and nutrition clinics. But what happens to these poor children 
when they must stop and go to work? Should not the parent
teacher associations follow them on to that other school, the public 
library? Why should not that great after-school be adopted also 
and looked over, and encouraged to do its utmost? Everything we 
want this Nation to be, we must begin to teach in the schools. Yes, 
begin to teach; but the library is the continuation school, and what 
has been begun must be carried on there. 

What the libraries in this country need most is not simply finan
cial support; they need intelligent understanding from the public. 
The library project has not loomed large enough in the minds of the 
people. Each one who uses it thinks of it in the light of the par
ticular service he has received, because library service is always a 
particular service for an individual by an individual- always indi
vidual service, never mass or class service. Only such organizations 
as this great parent-teacher organization could see it as a whole in 
its wide application to adult education. 

This is the great thing you can do for libraries. You can get a 
large and comprehensive iclea of what a librat·y can do for a com
munity. 

DISCUSSION 

Clarence B. Lester, Wisconsin State Library Commission: Home 
education based upon home reading is most fruitful in worth-while 
results when organized with elements of continuity and progressive 
advancement. Home reading directed through lists is the effective 
answer for this need. It is. the ~ubstantial - element remaining when 
the showy trimmings have been cut away. 

Such lists to be most u&cful must be short enough not to appear 
overwhelming- this means short in the judgment of the prospective 
reader who might be rather easily diverted. This careful selection 
implies further such grouping and description (not evaluation an-



18 COOPERATION IN ADULT EDUCATION 

notation) as will make fairly obvious the rounded results which may 
be obtained. Such lists might often conclude with a brief attractive 
invitation to other fields in which the list at hand might ·have 
aroused an interest. 

Definite limited subjects, real selection, orderly grouping, a text 
which makes clear the ground covered, always brevity and concise
ness, are elements in the usefulness of lists for home reading. 

There are two phases of making use of lists which may be em
phasized here. One is the matter of distributioP. and publicity. The 
libraries as the purveyors of the books themselves are an obvious 
avenue for the widest possible extension of use of lists. The con
nection of this with the matter of extension of library facilities, par
ticularly in rural districts, has been expressed by others here. Lists 
must be available also in such form and content as to be usable by 
smaller public libraries. 

Another matter of practical importance is the earliest possible no
tice to libraries as to the books recommended. Opportunity for book 
purchase must be had before lists can be used by any library. Per
haps in this matter the publishers themselves might be enlisted as an 
aid in giving wide information as to the inclusi .. m of their own publi
cations on recommended lists. 

THE LIBRARY COMMISSION CONDUCTS HOME READING COURSES 

Mrs. J. R. Dale, Oklahoma State Library Commi .. ion 

If it is impossible for the average American to obtain a much-to
be desired formal education, the problem is to evolve a system of 
informal education which may be carried on in the home, in the 
shop, nights, holidays, and during spare minutes snatched from 
necessary daily labor. 

Studying the situation in Oklahoma, we found the approximate 
number of persons provided for by the common schools, of those 
provided for by colleges and by extension courses, and of those 
provided for by more or less adequate public library service. For 
these fortunate few we had no further responsibility or need of 
concern other than to supply their wants. Those classed as illiterates 
could best be reached by the illiteracy commission. Outside of these 
groups we found a great public unreached by any provision now 
made for either formal or informal education. This, then, we con
sidered our own special problem. 

Methods by which these people could best be reached in their 
homes were next considered. The university extension courses 
logically provided for all college graduates and a percentage of 
those who had completed the high school. This may be called 
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:he "student group." To these we furnish books of reference a.nd 
tll books required by the various college extension courses through 
,udividual loans. 

There was a very much larger group reached by the tra.veling 
library service which provides books :for information, inspiration, 
nnd recreation to rural communities, neighborhood centers, and 
local organizations. There was still an additional problem and a 
deplorable gap unfilled. This was a provision :for a definite, sus
tained outline o:f a course :for home education that could be anJ 
would be used in the homes o:f Oklahoma. 

In order to diagnose the situation more clearly, the people whom 
we hope to serve were first classified into groups according to 
special interests or needs, such as the woman's study club group, 
the union labor group, the American Legion, and the various indus
trial groups, including the agricultural group-which was :for our 
purpose :further subdivided into the :farmer union group, the cotton 
growers' group, :farmers' grange group, the home economics clubs, 
boys' pig clubs, and girls' canning clubs. Almost every day some 
new group, or subdivision o:f a :former group, develops. 

After careful consideration, the United States Bureau o:f Educa
t ion reading courses were :found to be the most logical :for these 
groups. It seemed much more practical :for the State to utilize these 
instead o:f adopting a duplication or .imitation course, which may 
have been flattering but by no means so efficient. 

Our efforts, therefore, were directed to making contact between 
people and the home education reading courses. First, because the 
courses were prepared and already available; second, because they 
offered a definite, though small, incentive :for continuity and com
pletion; third, because they were particularly suited to the needs 
of many of the group which had developed; and last, because it 
is the duty o:f each State department to help, so :far as possible, 
to establish a connecting link between the F ederal Government. 
and Mr. Average Citizen. 

To the first farm women~s club asking :for a home reading course 
we joyfully :forwarded books on "agriculture and country life." 
Complacency was short-lived. With the return letter came a realiza
tion o:f trust unwittingly betrayed. It said, "We are just a group 
o:f :farm women, bande<;l. together to secure some o:f the opportunities 
and joys o:f life as a relief :from the monotony o:f our daily labor." 
It closed with these words * * * "and :farm :folks don't like to 
have to always read :farm books." * * * Of course they don't I 

The State board of education bas indorsed the idea of utilizing 
existing agencies by adopting courses 6, 7, 9, and 22, in lieu of a State 
reading course. This in no way conflicts with our work with the 
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home-reading courses, and either one may be pursued quite ind~ 
pendently of the other. !t 

Those enrolling for school credits must complete the course d~ 
ing summer vacation, 15 books to be read the first summer, 15 the 
second and all readino- must be done under the general supervisiQU 

' . b . 

of a high-school teacher. T wo-hour periods of review and discU&-
sion, under the supervision of this teacher, must be held twice each 
week. i· 

All books for all courses of the Bureau of Education were ordered 
by the library commission in order to forestall that feeling of blan~ 
ness and dismay experienced in enrolling for a course and finding no 
books available. This foresight was amply justified. Within six 
months applications were received for all courses excepting 4, 14; 
17, 18, and 19, and it has become necessary to supply from 5 to 5Q 
copies each of books for the more popular courses. 

THE EDUCATIONAL ADVISOR IN THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Webster Wheeloek, St- Paul Public Library 

It may be well to begin by defining what we mean by an "educa.: 
tional advisor." 1Ve mean a library employee of very broad educa
tion and of broad intellectual sympathies, whose sole duty it is to 
outline for such library patrons as apply to him (or more probably 
her) a course of systematic reading or study on any subject in whicli 
the applicant may be interested. This service is instituted in the 
Chicago Puqlic Library. 

The primary purpose of a department conducted by an educationai 
advisor would be to outline courses of reading and study for those 
who are no longer taking school or college courses, and they could 
also cooperate very effectively with the university extension activi
ties, pointing out the opporttmities that such courses offer and pr&
paring the student for a more intelligent grasp of the subject. · 

Furthermore, it could, by intelligent criticism of correspondence 
school courses and by personal interviews to determine fitness, pre• 
vent a good deal of disappointment and discouragement, not to men
t ion waste of money, among the patrons of such schools-an a(}
tivity that in the end would benefit the correspondence schools as 
well as the individual. .. 

The St. Paul Public Library is not equipp~d to give very extensive 
service of th is kind, althongh almost every department receives occa.· 
sional requests for definite courses. And, of course, we, like every 
library, find a way to furnish some sort of an outline. But this is 
not enough. For, in the first place, we do not dare to advertise that 
we give such service for fear of being overwhelmed ; and in the 
second place, without special provision, the service would not always 
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be of as high a grade as that which could be given by those who were 
not distracted by other duties. 

For the library of small r esources the cost of supporting an edu
cational advisor would be prohibitive and the demand might not 
justify the expense. But in almost every community there are those 
who want just such assistance as we are considering. And there is 
no reason, with the machinery which the American Library Associa
tion, the Bureau of Education, and the State library commissions 
afford, why the syllabuses prepared at the larger libraries could not 
be put at the disposal of the smaller libraries. The St. Paul Library 
has made frequent , if not systematic, use of the courses prepared by 
the home education division of the Bureau of Education, and, in its 
turn, would be more than glad to place at the disposal of the libraries 
of the country any syllabuses it might prepare. 

SECTION III-PRACTICAL METHODS OF COOPERATION 
IN EDUCATING FOR PARENTHOOD 

Topic Chairman: Mrs. A. H. Reeve, President National Congress of Parents 
and Teachers 

Mrs. R EEVE. The original idea of the founder of the National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations was to create 
study centers for mothers, in the homes or in connection with the 
kindergartens-groups in which the health and training of little 
children might be discussed and in which the importance of wise 
motherhood might be appreciated. 

The parent-teacher association, planted here and there in corners, 
suddenly started to grow like Jonah's gourd and was recognized as 
the natural complement to home education and mothers' study circle. 
The parents who had become interested in the study of their children 
followed them eagerly into the life of the school , and as these groups 
increased in strength and numbers, they were incorporated into the 
original organization, which expanded its name and charter to in
clude the new development. 

With the growth and spread of the idea of the value of a trained 
mother as well as a trained nurse and a trained teacher , came the 
recognition of the need for home education for those who had had no 
opportunity to prepare for the new tasks and whose limited instruc
tion had given them neither the science nor the technique required 
for the most complex and exacting of vocations. 

As the true field of service of the parent-teacher association be
came more and more definite in outline and more important to the 
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social structure, there developed also an increasing sense o:f tli~ 
value of and the need for home study on the part of the paren~ 
individual and collective. Among the aims of the national organi. 
zation may be found these propositions: To raise the standards Of 
home life; to develop wiser, better trained parents ; and to surround 
childhood with the care that will develop good citizens instead of 
lawbreakers and criminals. These objects demand not only general 
culture but efficiency in home management, familiarity with th~ 
modern developments in physiology and hygiene, a working know}! 
edge of child and adult psychology, and an understanding of civic 
responsibilities and the relation between the home and the. coni: 
munity both in regard to health and recreation. 

There are in this country at present 300,000 teachers lmder the 
age of 21, and yet they have all had normal or at least high-school 
training. I wish we had the statistics for the education of a cor
responding number of mothers of similar age, to whom are in
trusted not only the minds but the bodies and souls of little children. 

The field has already been indicated- those millions of men and 
women of scanty or limited education dating back from 5 to 2~ 
years and even further; men who "want to rub up a little to keep 
up with the boy ;" men whose history and literature are worse than 
rusty, or who have been aroused to a belated interest in scientific 
agri culture and the rapidly developing possibilities of country 
life, or to the greater oppor tun ity of the trained man in the business· 
''"oriel; women desirous of doing their share in constructive health 
work, of being better mothers and homemakers; women who feel the' 
need of the relaxation ot· the inspiration of great literature, be it 
fact or fiction , to bring color and music into monotonous lives and 
to add to the routine of housework the culture which comes from 
contact with great minds and of which they had lost sight when 
their school days faded into the dim past. 

Of all the agencies which stimulate the desire for the extension of 
education, the parent-teacher association with its auxiliaries-the 
mothers' club a.nd the pre-school circle-is perhaps the most funda~ 
mental and far-reach ing, for certain very definite reasons. 

Secondly, it includes parents whose avowed object, through their 
membership in the national organization, is " to raise the standards 
of home life." . 

The universities offer a. liberal education both in their special 
classes for adults and in their summer schools, and to them flock 
annually an increasing number of student-parents as well as of 
student-teachers, but the teacher's leisure begins when the schools1 

close, and it . i~ just then ·that the parent f aces his or her period of 
greatest acttv1ty, and comparatively few are so fortunately cir• 
r.umstanced as to be able to delegate the practice of their profession 
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to others, while they hie to the groves of learning to refresh them
sE:lves with the latest theories. 

It is beyond question that a large proportion of the people who 
are most in need of this higher education do not know that it is 
available in practicable form, and that the majority of those who 
who desire it can not go where it is to be found. For the first of 
these two groups a contact must be formed, by means of which those 
who know not may be made aware that they know not and may be 
induced or encouraged to supply their deficiencies. 

Every modern teacher knows the meaning of the "point of con
tact. " ·while the exceptional man or woman, the hungry mind seek
ing food, will reach out and find its supply in lists of courses and 
in crowded catalogues and bulletins, the average individual looks 
hopelessly-if he looks at all-at the vast program spread before 
him, and, like the rural visitor to a great city hotel, seeks vainly in 
the elaborate menu for some dish of which he may feel reasonably 
sure. But let us bring one of these young mothers into a mothers' 
study club or a pre-school circle, where the center of interest is not 
theory but her neighbors and her own child. .At once she comes into 
contact with points of child hygiene, home economics, children's 
reading, the effect of motion pictures on children, the need of super
vised recreation-and the formidable list of reading courses takes on 
new meaning. The titles in the list arouse curiosity, and she be
comes eager to travel the "pathways to health," while the library 
loses its terrors when she can ask with confidence for the recom
mended books. In the home-study courses offered by the univer
sity, child psychology, household engineering, and English com
position have something to do with her, as wife, as mother, as a 
possible leader in her little group and later in her State organization. 

The parents of older children find in their parent-teacher associa
tion programs based on hygiene and physical education, .American 
citizenship and legislation, recreation and social standards, thrift 
u.nd home economics, on the school system and its needs, on the prob
lems of country life; and again the once formidable titles spring into 
life and become, instead of mere words, promises of light on subjects 
just touched upon in the brief monthly meetings, or bases for the dis
cussion which is gradually becoming a possibility to the most timid 
in this democratic American forum- the meeting of citizens in the 
public school. 

In the early days, when the organization was in what might be 
called its donor stage, concerned chiefly with pianos and Victrola.s, 
with pictures and playgrounds and pots and pans, it was moving 
toward its greatest danger period-that in which it threatened to 
become a mere lyceum, a coming together monthly to be entertained 
by a program. 
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Then gradually dawned the realization that those who gathered ill 
their schoolhouse were neither donors nor recipients but fellow stlf. 
dents, partners in a great enterprise," coworkers together with God» 
in the fashioning of immortal souls. The programs became the 
means to very definite ends. 

Here, then, is offered to the three great organizations represented 
to-day a certain section of their vast field of possible activity. Here 
is not a miscellaneous public- among which are scattered certain 
potential students, a small proportion of readers among thousands 
who will pass by, indifferent to the opportunities offered-but rather 
a selected group of people whose interest is already aroused, whose 
object has become fairly definite, though many-sided as to its ap' 
proach. These parents, in becoming members of this national body 
with its clearly defined aims and purposes, have thereby signed theif 
applications as would-be students in the great university of life, as 
patrons of the libraries wherein they may secure the material for 
their curricula. 

The educational material needed for this cooperative project must, 
first of all, be practical. The students are those who must count 
every moment taken from the complicated business of living and 
must extract the maximum of return from every hour spent in the 
pursuit of lmow ledge. 

They are for the most part the toilers of the world, often the 
hewers of wood and the drawers of water; J11en striving to wring the 
utmost from their business to meet the demands of a family; women 
concerned with "the affairs of a narrow home," who must be domes> 
tic engineers of no mean ability-who must budget their moments so 
as to save from the hours required for cooking, washing, dusting and 
sweeping, sewing, and baby tending, some time for reading and 
study. · 

Such students need two things-one quite as much as the other. 
They need, first, the efficiency to make it easier to secure those 
precious hours; and, next, inspiration to lift them out of the ruts 
of mechanical performance of duty and show them the bright side 
of their professions of home maker, of parent, of just man or. 
woman, and to prove to them that life itself is something infinitely 
worth the living. 

In order to render the service which will be of such inestimable 
value to a tremendous percentage of the people of our country, the 
universities must offer some courses which are immediately usable, 
applicable to conditions already existing, not to emergencies which 
may later arise, and demonstrating methods whereby drudgery may 
be raised to technical skill by the admixture of scientific principles; 
and these courses should be prepared by those who have had actua1 

' 
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working experience with the conditions to be met and the difficulties 
to be overcome. 

In the second section we would place the study of fine literature; 
the history of music and musicians, illustrated by the now almost 
omnipresent Victor or Columbia machine; psychology in graded 
lessons, with a glossary of its terminology to correspond; poetry
the very best, but what people really do like-not what they ought 
to like from the standpoint of a technician or a modernist; our Gov
ernment, and the responsibility to it of every individual citizen, 
whether in town or country. 

To these must now be added by the university desirous of being 
in the front rank, a cou:r:se in training for parenthood which shall 
include the mental, moral, and physical education of children from 
earliest infancy through the high-school age, to be supplemented by 
graded reading courses and required theses. 

The second agency which has a great contribution to make to this 
education for parenthood is, as we see it, the free or public library
a second university, including all branches of learning and reaching 
out by a widespread extension division into the homes of rich and 
poor, to the dwellers in the cities and to the tiny isolated settlement 
or school. 

We believe that we have a special contribution to make to the 
cooperation which is sought in this conference. 

The programs of the parent-teacher association of to-day are 
foundations for study and surveys, each one supplemented by a care
fully selected bibliography which is made as nearly as possible essen
tial to the carrying out of the suggested plan. 

Children's hour is a feature of library service already widespread, 
and its benefits are inestimable. Might not a mothers' hour be made 
of equal value~ 

The slow raising of the whole great level of humanity, the task 
which lies in the hands of such organizations as those which have 
met with us to-day, is civic betterment in its highest sense, and we 
as an organization shall be both proud and happy if in any way 
we may contribute to its accomplishment. 

THE PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS AND THE COUNTY 
LIBRARY IN NEW JERSEY 

Sarah B. Askew, New Jersey State Library Commission 

The parent-teacher association in New Jersey induced the State 
to make a survey to find out how many schools had books. It was 
found that the large towns and cities could get books through the 
municipal libraries, but the country districts were in a bad way. 
First of all, many of the adults did not realize the need of books. 
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To bring this home a test was made in many s~hools. ~ifty boo~ 
were placed in an eighth grade of a school w1thout a hbrary alj~ 
without supplementary reading, such books as are graded for the 
eighth grade in towns having libraries. We selected these books 8() 

that they would be interesting and so there would be some to suit 
every taste. The boys and girls were asked to write a letter, oq 
composition, or to give a talk about some one of these books withill 
two weeks. Ninety-nine times out of a hundred 95 per cent or mo~ 
of them could not do this intelligently. The parent-teacher associ~. 
tion moved down to seYenth-grade books for eighth-grade pupi~, 
and there they generally got a third of the children to write under. 
standingly, but had to go down to sixth-grade and even fifth-grade 
books, and sometimes as low as fourth-grade books, to get resul~ 
from all of the eighth-grade children. The parent-teacher associa_· 
tion then invited the parents to a meeting and placed before them,.a 
chart, contrasting normal comprehension and the comprehension of 
their normally intelligent children- which was two years below t~ 
average. Attention was called to the amount of money wasted m 
these two years and to the demonstrated fact that teachers can no~ 
teach according to modern methods without books. _ 

The parent-teacher associations tried to bring home also to th~ 
parents what books mean in the home life of the child and in every 
way to show what books can mean to adults, so as to point out th!J,~ 
training in the use and understanding of books is education for lifa 
To do this they had women embroider shirt waists and dresses a_t 
meetings, o~tentatiously using books for instructions and for pa~ 
terns. They had women use books in preparing church suppers, 
putting the books on the table. They had some woman use a book 
when canning, and then they exhibited the book together with her 
prize and her cans of fruits and vegetables. They had people re~4 
aloud from books at meetings. They had some man use books in fruit 
growing, dairying, or market gardening, and then used his work 
as an exhibit, to show the money-saving value of books. They h~d 
people carry beguiling books to grange meetings, picnics, school mee.~ 
ings, church meetings; they talked of books as if incidentally and ' -left them lying aronnd. Whenever a question of public interest came 
up they brought in some book on that question and used some strik
ing paragraph from it. They held exhibits of books on every pos
sible occasion. They left books lying around in other exhibits to 
which they were related- a book or two on automobiles in a ma
chinery exhibit, a book or two on potatoes in potato exhibits, a radio 
book near a radio machine. They spread around some good noveiB 
in a rest room. They pictured homes with books and without book& 

The New Jersey county library law came from the demand of 
the Burlington County Parent-Teacher Associations for some effi-
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cient and economical way of supplying books to the small town and 
rural communities after this demonstration had been made as to 
what the lack of books meant. Each local organization tried buying 
books for each school-to aid the children in choosing books to 
read or to buy-as the State worker could make infrequent visits, 
and the supply of new books was not adequate. Some books were 
supplied through State traveling libraries and a few of the people 
bought books. In a number of cases little villages tried to support 
libraries and reading rooms- these did good work as far as they 
could, and even further, it seemed-but there was not sufficient 
money to supply books to the schools as needed. None of these 
things seemed to solve the problem-traveling libraries had to be 
boxed up and sent back-the demand was far greater than the 
supply ; the collection could not give much of a choice, and more 
frequent visits of an expert was needed. Hence the little town 
libraries had a struggle for life. After study we found the county 
library as a solution for this parent-teacher problem. The Burling
ton County Parent-Teacher Association was enthusiastic over the 
idea and asked us to find how county libraries were operating else
where and to work out the best way to operate one in New J .ersey. 
We did this, and their senator had the law enacted. The county 
voted by 76 per cent majority to tax themselves to support a, county 
library-not any county library, but a county library as the parent
teacher association had approved it for New Jersey; this meant a 
station in every community, constant exchange of books, books in 
every school, and a trained librarian to visit each village, district, 
and school at least once a month. 

Before this was enacted they had each organization send out a 
letter signed by the member of that organization who was on the 
county library committee, inclosing a circular explaining the plan 
of the county library to every member of their organization. The 
letterhead upon which . the letter was multigraphed (not printed) 
bore the name of the large committee. They got each minister to 
preach a library sermon. They got the moving-picture houses to 
run slides in favor of the county library. They got each political 
speaker, no matter what the political faith, to speak for the county 
library. At every meeting of any local branch of a county or local 
organization there was a simple, strong presentation of the county 
library plan. 'l'hey ran daily stories in the county newspapers, 
furnished these stories, and changed the general story to give it local 
interest. 

During the last week they had each school take up the county 
library as a project, and had each child in the. high school and in 
the upper grades of the grammar school write an e~ay on the sub-
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.- ject. The day before election they had each pupil take hoine to 
;the parents a concise, appealing dodger giving facts. The chairman 
,of each local parent-teacher association headed a local committee 
Jor personal work. They had workers at every po.lling pla.ce. · 

PSYCHIC VALUES IN THE HOME 

A. L. 1\farlatt, University of Wiaconain 

Wl1en all of us know that the most important training in right 
thinking i-s that which is done in the home by the mother and ' the 
father, t:lte privilege of parenthood will be recognized as the highest 
privilege in our social life- not to be accepted blindly but prepared 
for from all time, and most safeguarded in the early periods of in
formal training in the home, preparatory to the slightly more formal 
training in the schools. · . 

Motherhood has been recognized as an economic factor in the Na
tion's life. The Supreme Court passed its final judgmeRt on . the 
right of the State to fix the limitations in time and even wage foi· .the 
woman worker, just as nature biologically has fixed, by added in
heritance factors, her sex and her added vitality for the early strug
gle to survive. Nature is careful of the mother, careless of the father. 

That which we now call the home grew out of the need for ·the 
,protection of the child, all o£ us accept without discussion. That, 
;in that protection, the child acquires the habits of the group-:..c~s
it;oms which enables it. to meet life duties later-we also admit. But 
11119dern systems of education reaching down into the province of 
t he home have led many of us to forget that there are certain funda
m.ent.3-l psychic factors that can not easily be taken from the h:ome; 
in fact~ if they are taken from the home, we lose that fundamental 
urge which leads to home making when the adult period is reached·. 

'l'he child 's chief memories center about those things learned under 
the direction and leadership of the mother and of the father. Simple 
tasks done by the parents were eagerly imitated and muscle control 
was thus acquired. Self-direction, intrinsic knowledge of the rights 
of self, the absolute trust first in the patent and then in self, c~re. 
of self through health standards, and right judgments in personal 
acts, all come through loving cooperative work with the parents in 
the home. No school can take their place-not even the experimental 
:$Chool that is primarily to train parents in the understanding of this 
~~.ly formative period. The right judgments that the child learns 
1to ri;.~ke deYelop out of personal acts in the home, with the parent in 
:elose sr.mpathy. At this time the slightest loss of faith in the love 
.of the p~rent, in the trust in the parent, in the belie{ in the corr~ct 
judgment of the parent, will react later in life in a subconscious dis
trust of adults, This early training school of the parent must be 
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-conserved by every effort-by the parents themselves, the school, the 
church, and the law. 

The joy in service that all of us must have learned somewhere, 
somehow, if we ·are analytical, \Ve will find has been developed in 
the joy of service in those early years when the "well done" given 
by either mother or father was the most prized reward that child
hood could ask; The joy in service should never be blighted through 
the desire of the mother to speed up the household machinery, thus 
eliminating the child from the service in the simple duties in the 
household-a service that gives the child a feeling of belonging, of 
being a part of and n~cessary to the group. It begins with doing 
:the tiny things for self, a doing that should never lose its educa
tional power through the desire of adults to quicken the processes, 
to hasten the completion, or to do it themselves because they have a 
:satisfaction in the doing. A piece of w:ork once started by the child 
:should go through to completion. The guidance of the parent 
:should be in the choice of forms of service so that the act may be 
within the ability of the child to complete within the time in which 
the child's interest is most vivid in the work. 

The joy in achievement that is learned in these early years is the 
basis for all definite achievement in later life. The recognition 
within one's self that one can do a piece of work, carry it through 
to completion, and have some one trust in the processes and express 
pride in the result is an inherent right of early childhood. It is 
the thing that is almost impossible to give to the child in our school 
systems. The home is the logical and psychological place for it. 

The mother who sees in herself the most important teacher that 
her child will e\'er have is . the one who will recognize the need for 
doing the small household duties with the child more often than for 
.the child. 

To achieve this result there must be a wise selection of forms of 
,wo-rk that may be done wisely in the home. vVe should not eliminate 
that type of work that is primarily educative for the child. No 
:study of home activities· should be of economic values alone. 

The study ·of psychic development of children-the intensive study 
of phases of work that will develop not only muscle control but 
judgment and joy and pride in achievement-requires of the mother 
keen intelligence, continuous analysis, conferences ·with other 
mothers, and conferences with teachers. It requires a type of per
sonal education that brings into the home making of to-day recogni
tion of need for wide ·knowledge, intensive education, judgment, 
desire for sei'vice, and a careful budgeting of energy and time. All 
these things are necessary that the child may learn-not. only in 
logical sequence but in psychological sequence-the joy in play and 
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the joy in learning, the joy in service, and the joy in achievements; 
and through these psychic states may come to appreciate not only 
the rights of self but the rights of others in the group. 

The learning to trust that starts first with the trust in the parents 
eventually comes through to a trusting in a power that is higher-a. 
trust in Divine Power-which all of us must have to meet the con
ditions of to-day. To this end, despite the multitude of demands 
upon time and energy, the rights of the child to the time and love 
of the parent must be respected. 

Those of us who in our work in higher education meet the sub
conscious complexes which foredoom the student to failure realize 
only too keenly the psychic values of work and play in the home, 
and realize only too keenly the tremendous drive that should be 
made in our educational training to-day to implant in youth not only 
the wise standards but the keen appreciation of what it means to 
"offend the least of these " in this early education in the home. 
Therefore, in building our homes in the State we should, if possible, 
give to the next generation a training in those first six or seven years 
that will make for wise, serene, and achieving humanity. 

DISCUSSION 

JULIA WADE AnnOT, American Child Health Association. In the 
past few years welfare workers have begun to center attention upon 
the child from 2 to 6 years of age. They realized that this period had 
been neglected because the child of this age was not reached through 
infant-welfare work nor through the agency of the public school. 
Several important books have also called attention to this period. 
Perhaps the two best lmown are The Pre-School Child, by Dr. Ar
nold Gesell, and The Health of the Runabout Child, by Dr. William 
Palmer Lucas. 

The Merrill-Palmer School in Detroit, the Ruggles Street N ur
sery School in Boston, and the nursery school of the bureau of educa
tional experiments in New York are outstanding examples of this 
type of experiment in preschool education. These schools serve not 
only as laboratories in securing data regarding the education of 
young children, but they also serve as training center~ for mothers. 

A course entitled "Training for leadership in the education of 
parents" is being given this spring at Teachers College, Columbia 
University, by Miss Alma Binzel. 

Vocational courses are being given to girls who are completing 
their education in the eighth grade of the public school, so that 
they may not be totally unprepared for what life may bring them. 

There are hundreds of thousands of homes where children's lives 
are being stunted and warped because of ignorance. As a cross-sec-
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tion of child life, the " Survey of children of preschool age," made by 
the Children's Bureau, is most illuminating. Only 17 children of the 
6,015 studied received all the items of care listed in the survey
suitable meals, milk as a part of the diet, a light evening meal, 
regular hours for eating, retiring, for rising, 12 hours' rest. at night, 
a separate bed, a bedroom with windows open winter and summer, 
night clothes not worn by day, and a weekly bath. The conclusions 
reached by the investigators are significant. They point out that in
come does not seem to be the only determining factor in the diets of 
the children. 

Meeting the needs of the parents of the younger children will surely 
have an important place in the program of the public library and 
university extension departments because of the importance of this 
period of early childhood. The great problem is how to reach the 
two types of parents-those who arc eager for help and those who are 
ignorant or indifferent. In this connection it is evident that the pre
school study circle of the parent-teacher associations can perform 
an effective liaison service between parents and the types of service 
represented by the groups who are meeting here to-day. The parent
teacher association is peculiarly fitted for this work because it is 
allied with the public school, our great democratic institution for 
reaching the parents of" all the children of all the people." 

The social group that meets in the schoolhouse represents the 
mothers and fathers of flesh-and-blood children who present very real 
problems that are clamoring for solution. Through the formation of 
discussion groups parents may be led to realize that, while no two 
children are alike, there are general aspects of training and develop
ment in relation to which help and information are available. As a 
result of these parent-teacher meetings parents reach out to those 
agencies which will help solve their problems. 

The active work that is being carried on in the preschool field will 
furnish a constantly fresh stream of new material and will also make 
available new types of lecture service. The nursery-school experi
ments, the vocational courses for girls in junior high school, the 
courses in child care and child training in home-economics depart
ments, clinics· for the preschool child in the public school-all are 
directly related to training for parenthood. With the ever-increas
ing interest in their vocation that parents are expressing through 
the parent-teacher movement, there will be an ever-increasing de
mand for new material. The valuable service now being rendered 
by such agencies .as the university extension departments and the 
American Library Association · will be further developed in the spe
cial field of educating for parenthood, because parents are awakening 
to their responsibilities. 
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COURSES IN PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS AT COLUMBIA 
UNIVEP.SITY . 

Mrs. Arthur C. Watkins, National CongreAI of Parents and Teachers 

In the spring of 1921 the executive secretary of the N ational ·Con
gress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations was invited by · 
Columbia University to give three informational lectures during the 
summer session on the work of parent-teacher associations. The in
vitation was accepted and the response was so cordial that the follow
ing year a three-week credit course was offered on "The educa-· 
tional aspects of the parent-teacher moYement." The course was 
repeated eluting the summer session of 1923 and is given again in 
1924. 

The first year from 50 to 125 attended the lectures. But it was 
th ought that only a few would register when the work was for aca
demic credit. Each year, however , between 80 and 90 have been en
rolled. In 1923 a petition signed by all members of the class was 
sent to the director of the school of education requesting that the 
cc.urse be extended to six weeks. 

Practically all of those taking the course are postgraduate stu
dents-<!ity, county, or State supervisors or superintendents; princi
pals of primary, grammar, or high schools, or teachers in · high or 
normal schools. In 1922 one State superintendent of education was 
a member of the class, and in 1923 two members of a State depart
ment of education. RelatiYely few grade teachers have elected the 
course. Each year several parent-teacher association workers enroll 
and are a great asset. 

Some of those taking the course have had several years of expe
r ience in parent-teacher association work; others know very little·· 
about it. Each year large numbers of persons interested in the sub
ject visit the class. L ast summer several State and National officers at
tended one or more sessions. At the close of the course last summer 
one superintendent said: ''When I came into this class I questioned 
whether the parent-teacher association was a problem or the solu
tion of a problem. You have convinced me that it is a solution." 

After the course at Columbia was instituted many requests were 
received from universities and normal schools for similar courses .. 
Last summer short courses, for which no scholastic credit was allowed, 
were given at the Universities of Tennessee, Virginia, and Georgia, 
at Boston University, and at H yannis Normal School. This summer 
credit courses will be given by the executive secretary at Columbia 
University and at the University of Georgia, with short courses, . for 
which no credit is allowed, at the Universities of Wisconsin, Min• 
pesota, Missouri, South Carolina, Oregon, and Tennessee. 
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SECTION IV.-LITERATURE IN THE HOME 

Dr. Richard Burton, of the University of Minnesota, in· speaking : 
on literature in 'the home declared that the home has not beeJi1 d6ing : 
its duty, so that the school has double duty to perform. Too 1~liny.: 
homes are temporary accommodations. on the way to the movie. 1;,...
da.y there is great need of an institution whose business it is to pre- · 
pare the American mother to stay on her job-'-that . of building a 
home to · make good citizens-and to train young mothers to love 
literature and to read it aloud. Such reading would make home 
more attractive to the children and to the rest of the fam1Iy .. 

Doctor Burton said further that there is no excuse for ~ving: to 
the child spurious literature-such as is found in the Sunday stipple~· 
ment. Give boys stories of real live boys like Tom Sawyer;· not: 
Fauntleroy. At the period of sex cleavage give boys books ltke·: 
Treasure Island and give girls Little Women. Children like stories; 
and songs that they understand, such as A Child's Garden of Verses · 
and Rutabago Stories. Tact and technique are invaluable in giving 
children literature. Let the mother, in selecting literature for her 
home, bend her efforts to develop citizens that shall be a sure safe
guard to our homes and to our country. 

SECTION V.-REPORT OF THE PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 
COMMITTEE 

The representatives of parent-teacher associations, university e:x:.· 
tension divisions, and libraries, assembled in the second nationa]i 
conference on home education, called by the United States Commis-· 
sioner of Education, Jno. J. Tigert, adopted the following minute:· 

1. We are grateful for the immense contribution which has been a nd can 
be made by the United States Bureau of Education in fostering and develop
ing adult education. 

2. The parent·teacher association, serving as a connecting link between the 
home and the educational system, is an indispensable agency in hom:e- educa
tion, necessary in every community. All agencies concerned with home: e'duca:
tion should cooperate with the parent-teacher associations in their efforts tCiJI 
promote publicity, to further legislation, and to arouse parents to avail tltem
selves of the opportunities in home education. 

3. We recognize the importance of maintaining in every university a_ welt
organized extension division, which through its extension teaching !;lervice and! 
public welfare service, is in a position to make important contributions to the 
educational program of the State. 

4. We believe that every community should maintain a public library, serv
Ing rural as well as urban population; that every library should be encouraged, 
with reasonable financial support, to emphasize those types of service which 
are distinctly educational in char&cter; and that public schools and public 
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libraries In cooperation should provide such library facilities and instruct!~ 
as will insure the training of every pupil in habits of reading and s tudying. 

5. We recommend that the United States Commissioner of Education ~ 
each of the following organizations-the National Congress of Mothers a11 
Parent-Teacher Associations, the National University Extension AssoClatlo~ 
nnd the American Library Association-to appoint two members, these six t 
serve with a representative from the United States · Bureau of Educati·~ 
afl a committee of seven to make a study of the · whole subject of readill 
courses in home education, with the understanding that the recommendatio~ 
of the committee will not be regarded as the sentiment of the several &Sill 
elations until formally adopted I.Jy them. · 

0 

Mrs. A. :8:. REEVE, Chairman, 
,V, CARSON RYAN, 

CARL H . MILAM, 

WALTON S. BITT NEB, 

·w. D. HENDERSON, 

ELLEN C. LOMBARD, . 

Members of Oommittee. 
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TEACHERS' AND PUPILS' READING CIRCLES 
Sponsored or Conducted by State Departments of Education 

By Ellen C. Lombard, junior Specialist in Home Education 
U. S. Bureau of Education 

Teachers in 50 per cent of the United States are ·pro·
vided with opportunity for professional improvement by 
State departments of education through reading circle 
work which· the departments either sponsor or conduct. 

Notwithstanding the improved facilities ·for the train
ing of teachers ·and the increasing number of public
school teachers who receive their training in normal 
schools and colleges, teachers need an authoritative source 
:from which they can get lists of books on the new move
ments in education and ·on various subjects relating t:o 
their profession and they need also some incentive to stini
ulate their reading, outside of the benefits they derive. 

The credit feature of these cirCles, sponsored by State 
iepartments of education, , offers the stimulation for 
;eachers to do a certain amount of reading each year. · 

According to circulars of information issued by State 
>fficials for 1923-24, reading cirCle work is conducted ·for 
;vhich teachers receive rating credits, or certificates and 
liplomas bea.ring credit, or renewals of certificates. 

Although these courses may be conducted by .various 
:-elated State organizations, such a.s State reading circle 
>Oards, State teachers associations, extension divisions of 
State universities, or State library commissions, they aN 
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sometimes conducted directly by the State departments 
of public instruction, with the cooperation of county 
superintendents. In some States this work has been dis
continued, and in a few States reading circles have never 
been established. In these States other methods are usee\ 
in the certification of teachers. 

It appears that in some States the attempt is made 
to stimulate reading for general culture, but the books 
selected relate generally to teaching, school administra
tion: sociology, psychology, civil government, and other 
subjects of a more or less professional character. 

Pupi ls' reading circles are conducted in about 30 per 
cent of the States. The success of these courses depends 
largely upon the enthusiasm of the teacher for readin~ 
and to what extent she is able to create in the pupils 
an enthusiasm for reading. 

An attempt is made in this circular to list the States 
in which reading circles for teachers or pupils, or both, 
are conducted under the authority or sponsorship of 
State departments of education and to note briefly some 
of the characteristics of the work in each State. 

Alabama.-The State Department of Education h1 
Alabama has issued for 1923-24 a leaflet on an Alabama 
Teachers Professional Reading Course, containing out
lines for city, county, or group conferences. The course 
consists of 5 books, 1 of which is required of all elemen
tary teachers tah.'ing reading circle work; another book 
is required of all high-school teachers taking the work, 
and all teachers are required to read three optional texts. 

Six general meetings for group conferences and a pre
liminary meeting, for which outlines are provided, are 
held by county and city superintendents. Books are 
purchased from the State depository at special rates ar
''anged for teachers. Credit for reading circle work is 
given to those who are connected with county or city 
schoQl systems which have organized for the work. . 
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-Provision is made for teachers in private schools who 
must meet with groups organized by the superintendent, 
if they take the work for credit. Examinations are ·pre
pared by the department of education. 

Alabama conducts a Young People's Reading Circle 
and offers a course to pupils in schools having libraries. 
A list of books is issued by the department of education, 
from which the superintendent and the teacher select 
the books to be read. It is stated that the Young Peo
ple's Reading Circle course consists mainly in securing 
one or more of the State~aid libraries··and having the 
children read 5 books of their respective grades, eith.er 
at school or at home. A certificate is given to any pupil 
who gives satisfactory evidence of having read 5 books 
suitable tor his grade. It is stated that the teacher must 
be the moving spirit in secmiing the library and in in· 
spiring the children to read . 

.Arkansas:-The Arkansas Teachers Association organ
ized the teachers reading circle in 1906, to stimulate pro
fessional reading by teachers in order to increase their 
efficiency and benefit the schools. Two books must be 
selected from an approved list, and in addition to this, 
members of the reading circle must subscribe for and 
read at least one school journal in order. to secure credit. 

Correspondence courses, based upon the adopted read
ing circle books, are offered by the State university and 
the general extension division of ·the State normal school 
The county superintendent is the county manager of this 
work and appoints local ·managers at his own discretion. 

Oolorado.-A State reading circle board, consisting 
of tlie State ·superintendent of public instruction and six 
other educators, selects -the books for the reading circle 
once a year.. Only 4 books may be selected, .and these 
must ·be o£ a professional, sociological, philosophical, 
historical, and literary nature. Expenses of the reading 
circle board are. allowed by the State· Teachers Associa-
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tion. County examination in this work is based on the 
reading circle books. 

Oonnecticut.-The Connecticut public library commit
tee, appointed by the State board of education, offers 
suggestive courses in home reading and vacation read
ing, and issues certificates upon completion of the 
courses to boys and girls in various grades. Super
visors and teachers are cautioned against overstimulat~ 
ing the children by the selection of books which lead to 
hasty and poorly digested reading. Library certificates 
are offered to children in Hartford if they read through, 
can tell stories from, and have made at least one friend 
in each of the 5 books selected from the list issued in 
that library. At least 5 books are required. 

Delaware.-The teachers of Delaware carry on a read
ing circle for which the -department of public instruc
tion selects the books. Rating credits are given for this 
work, under the head of professional reading. 

Florida.-Correspondence and reading courses under 
the title of "Teachers Reading Courses" have been 
worked out in cooperation by the department of public 
instr'uction and the extension department of the Uni-. 
versity of Florida in order to meet the demands of the 
certification law. These courses are conducted by the 
general extension division of the University of Florida . 

. Idaho.-The State Teachers Reading Circie Board 
consists of the Stat.e superintendent of public · instruc
tion and five other educators. The list of hooks chosen 
is not comprised wholly of professional books; some 
books are of a cultural nature. Reading may be carried 
on individually or in groups. Four books are required, 
upon which a certain percentage of the test questions 
are based. There are 10 books on the list. A course 
in reading for seventh grade and eighth gtade pupils 
is .offered by the reading circle board. 
· Illinois.- For more than 30 years Illinois . has con

ducted teachers' and pupils' reading circles under the 
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direction 9f a .reading . circle board consisting of officers 
and directors, under the general direction of the State 
superintendent of public instruction. The study of ·2 
books of a professional character is considered a year's 
work. Where .the work is organized, meetings are held 
under the leadership of the county superintendent. 
County and district managers direct and promote the 
work. Five bookS .are selected for this year. Ten cred
its are given for owning each book, and 25 credits for 
approved study of the same. Examination questions are 
furnished by the manager and a certificate is assured for 
one year's work. A diploma is issued for three years' 
work, if approved by the county superintendent. 

Illinois offers to pupils a graded course in reading for 
school and home, which is conducted by a board of di
rectors and authorized by .the State educational au-· 
thorities . . 

lndiana.-The State Teachers Association constitutes 
the board of directors for the Indiana Teachers and 
Young People's Reading Circle. The board of directors 
is composed of 7 members, in addition to the State super
intendent, 3 of whom are county superintendents, 1 a 
city superintendent, and 3 others selected froni the teach
ing profession at large. This board selects the books,. 
plans the courses, makes rules and regulations for exam
inations, certificates, and diplomas. Each year 24 books 
are selected for the young peoples reading circle, as 
fol19ws : 4 books for the second and third grades each, 
4 books ; for the fom:th and fifth grades each, 5 books 
for the sixth and seventh grades each, and 6 books for 
the .advanced grades. For the Tea.chers Reading Circle 
2 or 3 books are selected each year.· 

Kansas.-A reading circle board, consisting of one 
member fr<,>m each congressional district, togethel' wit.h 
the. State superintendent of schools, meets in Kan!?as 
twice a year to select books for the teachers and pupil~.· 
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Usually 2 or 3 books are selected for the teachers, 15 
are selected for the pupils of the intermediate grades, 
and 20 for the grammar grades. All teachers pledge 
themselves, when they sign their contracts, to read the 
books on the teachers' list. County superintendents have 
charge of the work in each county. 

State reading circle work is not required of teachers 
who haYe secured permanent normal training certifi
cates, but this does not relieve the holder from county 
reading circle work. 

K entucl.·y.- The Teachers Reading Circle Board is 
sponsored by the Kentucky Educational Association. 
This board recommends annually from 3 to 5 books for 
teachers, but no further effort is put forth to promote 
the reading. The department of education recommends 
books for professional reading when called upon to do so. 

Loui.nana.-Certain professional texts are recom
mended to teachers annually by the State board of educa
tion. If examination on two of the texts is passed, a 
.certificate is issued which is rated at one college hour. 

Children attending the public schools receive recom
mendations of supplementary i'eading. Children who 
read 5 hooks receive a special certificate, and for every 
5 additional books a gold star is issued. 

ill assaclmsetts.-Through the div.ision of public libra
ries the department of education issues certificates to 
pupils who read books in the graded list prepared by the 
department. 

MiclLigan.-Sponsored by the department of public 
in.struction, the Michigan Teachers' and Pupils' Reading 
C1rcles are conducted by a board of control which is 
financed by the Michigan State Teachers Association. 

Teachers are urged to encourage reading aloud by the 
members of the family, and to encourage and guide the 
pupils in their home reading. Three books are selected 
annually for the Teachers Reading Circle, and the study 
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of these books is made under the direction of the county 
commissioners of schools. 

Minnesota.-For the purpose of being helpful to the 
teachers in selecting their pTofessional reading, the Min
nesota Education Association organized the Minnesota 
Teachers Reading Circle in 1891. The State department 
of' education cooperates with the board of directors of the 
reading circle in requiring a definite amount of work done 
for various kinds of State certificates. Every teacher in 
the State common school must be a member of the read
ing circle. Six books are ~elected for the year 1923-24, 
from which two books must be chosen. 

Missmtri.·-Conrses for teachers and pupils are not con
ducted by the State Department of Education in Mis
souri. The secretary of the State Teachers Association 
is also secretary for the pupils' reading circles. The list 
of books for the State course of study is supplied by the 
Missouri State Teachers Association. The purchase of 
the books and the direction of the work are under the 
Missouri State Reading Circle Board. 

M ontana.-A law requiring from teachers evidence of 
a minmum amount of reading circle work as a requisite 
for renewal of certificates was passed in Montana in 
1919. This minimum is one book per year and the writ
ing of a book review under the direct supervision of the 
county superintendent of schools and the general direc
tion of the State superintendent of public instruction. A 
State reading circle committee selects the books to be 
adopted each year. 

New Y ork.-A testimonial of reading bearing the fac
simile of the signature of the president of the University 
of the State of New York and of the State commissioner 
of education, and countersigned by the district superin
tendent of schools in rural communities, or the principal 
or superintendent in village or city schools, is awarded 
to any pupil who is certified as having read before ·en-
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tering high school at least 50. books .from the · recom
mended list for pupils of elementary schools which is 
issued by the State department of education. 

North Oarolina.-A list of books is.selected by a com
mittee from the State department of education for the 
State Teachers Reading Circle work. Superintendents 
are at liberty to select the books that will meet the needs 
of their teachers. A preliminary plan is submitted -in 
t.he fall, and a final report is requested in the spring. 
The committee suggests the organization of groups with 
a leader. The certificate for this work bears no credit 
features toward renewal or raising certificates. The 
work is recommended for professional improvement, and 
a majority of the counties and cities carry on the work. 

North Dalcota.-Certificates are isSued to boys and 
girls by the 'State department of public instruction for 
voluntary reading. Books used for this reading are 
selected for the school libraries of the State by a perma
nent committee of five constituted of the State superin
tendent of public instruction, the director of the public 
library commission, the President of the North Dakota 
Parent-Teacher Association, the secretary of the State 
Education Association, and the assistant superintendent 
of public instruction. 

Teachers report to county superintendents the names 
of pupils who have read two new books a month d'uring 
the year, and this list is submitted to the State superin-· 
tendent, who issues the certificates. 

0 hio.-A board of control, elected by the State and 
district teachers associations, chooses the books for the 
Ohio Teachers ·and Pupils Reading Circles. Member
ship on the board includes the State superintendent of 
public instruction and other educators, but the work is. 
conducted by a business manager. These courses have 
been in operation for 42 years· in Ohio. 

Of ·the bboks selected each· year for the teachers' 
course, three are to be read for credit. For the first fo'ur 
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years' reading the board grants a diploma, and a seal 
for each additional year. Four· books for each grade in 
the schools and for two groups in the· high schools are 
offered to the children enrolled in the Pupils Reading 
Circle. 

Olclahomct.-Laws .providing for teachers' reading 
circles are on the statute books, but the practice is dis
continued because teachers devote their spare time to 
correspondence and extension work through the univer
sities and colleges. 

Pupils' reading circle work is done only in connection 
with the home-reading courses of the United States Bu
reau of Education, which are sponsored by the State 
library commission. 

Oregon.-Teachers who begin teaching in Oregon after 
November 1, 1924, are required to read one of the 15 
books listed for the tea~hers reading circle supervised 
by the University of Oregon or one of the 8 books super
vised by the Oregon Agricultural College. Certificate 
may be registered with a county superintendent between 
N6>vember 1, 1924, and November, 1925, unless one of 
the books on the list has been read. 

County superintendents have entered into an agree
ment among . themselves whereby they will accept as 
evidence of the careful reading of one of these books 
a certificate issued by the University of Or~gon for any 
of the first 15 books, or a certificate from the Oregon 
Agricultural _College for any of the last 8 books. The 
Oregon State Library lends the books to a limited extent. 

South. Dalcota.-A Teachers Reading Circle is main
tained under the supervision of a State· Teachers Read
ing Circle Board. Organized 35 years ago when South 
Dakota was a Territory, it has been carried on ev~r . since 
without interruption. Two professional books fitted -to 
the education .and experience of the different group~ of 
teachers, and a book for general culture, are selected by 
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the board. The work is arranged· for the teachers by the. 
county superintendents, and while it is not compulsory, 
the prbfessional spirit of a teacher is judged by the regu-' 
larity >with which she attends teachers' meetings and the 
interest she takes in the work assigned. 'iV ork is cer
tified by the county superintendents, who report the 
grade to the secretary of the board. The reading circle 
board and the department of public instruction decide 
upon the credit to be allowed. 

Tennessee.- Four books have been chosen by the State 
commissioner of education and a member of the Stato 
board of education for the professional reading of the 
teachers in Tennessee during 1924. Professional exam
inations for teachers' certificates are based upon thes.e 
books. Of these 4 books, 2 each are required for teachers 
m elementary and high schools. 

V ermont.-Although no reading circles are conducted 
in the State by the State board of education, the board 
encourages professional reading by teachers which leads 
to higher forms of certificates, and there is a plan for 
giving credits and certificates to pupils for home reading . 
that is reported to be working well. 

V irginia . .:.__For the purpose of giving practical sug
gestions to teachers while dealing with everyday class
room problems, and for the renewal of teachers' certifi
cates, the State department of education urges all teachers 
to take up the reading of the books in the reading 
courses which have been selected. 'For this year there are 
5 books, and 2 optional books. Certificates are issued by 
the department of education and become valid upon the 
indorsement of the division superintendent. 

W asMngton.-A list of 21 books for the teachers' read
ing circle have been adopted by the State board of 
education. Examinations take place simultaneously on 
selected dates in each co'unty school and are based upon 
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these books. . There are also seventh and eighth grade 
reading circles. 

West Virginia.-Teachers may secure credit for read
ing the books on the list selected by the State board of 
education and by securing certain grades .in an e~amina
tion on these books. State examinations. are conducted in 
each county by the county superintendent. 

Pupils in the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades are en
titled to a diploma if they read 4 books on the list 
selected by the department of education. 

The reading circle work in West Virginia is conducted 
by a secretary in the State department of education. 

Wisconsin.- Three types of reading circles are con
ducted by the State Reading Circle Board under the 
auspices of the Wisconsin Teachers Association. These 
are designated as teachers' reading circles, young peo
ple's reading circles, and school patrons' reading circles. 
The State superintendent of public instruction, as a 
member of the reading circle board, places the seal of 
approval of the State department upon the work. Up
wards of 8,000 teachers and others enrolled for the 
.courses in 1922-23. The annual circular issued by the 
reading circle board contains rules and regulations and 
matters relating to the promotion of these activities. 
Three books are required for teachers and for different 
grades. If the teacher has not done reading required by 
the Wisconsin Teachers Reading Circle each year dur
ing the life of the county or city certificate which the 
teacher holds, he must again pass an examination in all 
subjects in order to have the certificate renewed. A 
teacher can not secure credit toward a higher certificate 
unless he has done the required reading each year during 
the life of the lower certificate. 

Books for the Young Peoples Reading Circle are 
graded and classified. 

Wyoming.-A provision of the law requires the State 
board of education to prescribe and prblish annually 
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courses of reading for teachers in elementary and high 
schools. 

Two books adapted to the teacher's particular needs 
are required. County and city superintendents, and 
others authorized to act, certify to the completion of the 
work upon receiving satisfactory evidence from the 
teachers. 

ADDITIONAL COPIES 
OJ' TBlS PUBUCATION Joi.I.Y BE PROCUBED FROJol 

THE SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS 
OOVERNJo!RNT PBINTI.NG OFFICE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

AT 

6 CENTS PER COPY 

'\l 





' 


	001
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065

