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INTRODUCTION 

Museums have a great deal to offer, yet their impact is 

limited, "Many people put them in the category of things that 

are good for you, but not in that of enjoyment and fun."^ The 

reasons for these feelings are often rooted in the history of 

museums. Many of the first miiseums were started in Europe by 

wealthy individuals with strong hoarding instincts. For the 

most part, the only limiting factor in these collections was 

the taste of the collector, and the main purpose of the exhibits 

was sometimes the astonishment of the visitor. As museums became 

public institutions, these private collections were gradually 

absorbed and merged into public institutions. They have been 

slow in casting off their original aims. Even the large monu

mental buildings that house certain collections have certain 

awesome qualities about them, with their imposing facades and 

cold marble interiors. For the most part, there seems to be a 

lack of personal scale in these buildings, 

A smaller scale in museum buildings, the use of warmer 

colors, fiuid more intimate materials could possibly help the 

visitor relate to the exhibits. 

^ Molly Harrison, Changing Museums (London, I967), p, 23, 



page 2 

The idea that many museum people are trying to get across to 

the people today is that of a living museum. Getting away from 

the cold atmosphere, that is evident in many of the museums of 

the past, would possibly help get this idea across. 

To give one a base to build upon, would help one understand 

history and its interrelated parts. By giving Abilenians a museum 

of the history of Abilene and its immediate area, a stimulation 

would be introduced. Most people have a sense of pride in their 

place of residence, therefore by viewing their history an interest 

could be stimulated in history. Knowing the history of his town, 

would help him understand how the town and its people got from 

the Civil War to where they are today or their relationship to 

other historical events in the state and the United States, Having 

a base such as this to build on could help other aspects of history 

fall into logical order, 

I feel that there is an important missing link between many 

of today's cities and history. Establishment of this personal 

link would help give one a sense of involvement with history. 

The basic responsibilities of the Abilene Historical Museum 

will be to collect, preserve, safeguard, document, or research 

materials indicative of the cultural and historical developement 

of Abilene and the immediate area, with a emphasis on Abilene, 

These materials shall include the historic Indian groups who 

inhabited the area, the economic, political, social, and cultural 
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history of the past generations of the city, and such other related 

areas as necessary to properly portray this total developement of 

Abilene, These materials shall include library materials of related 

technical nature in the form of books, manuscripts, maps, charts, 

photographs, paintings, prints, and other related graphic materials; 

and of course three dimensional objects. 
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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this program is to establish a set of require

ments ftom which a Museum of History for Abilene, Texas, can be 

developed ftom the T&P Railroad Depot, 

The reason for establishing a musexan (containing the history 

of Abilene) is to prompt an interest in Abilene*s History, which 

is the heritage of all Abilenians, Possibly by being able to see 

Abilene's history on display, more people will be able to attach 

some significance to some of Abilene's early homes and buildings, 

thus encouraging them to save them for prosterity. The lack of 

a strong feeling for Abilene's past can be seen in the disappearance 

of the Merchant home, the Legett home and most recently the demo

lition of the stately Guitar mansion for tax purposes. The purpose 

of a museum if to preserve the past for the benefit of us today 

and our children tomorrow. 
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MUSUEM USER 

The user of Abilene's Museum will be the citizens of Abilene, 

adults and school children; and tourists. 

ICSEUM HOURS 

The museum's hours will be established from 9:00 a,m, to 5:00 

p,m, on Tuesday thru Thursday^ closed on Monday, and open from 

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p,m, on Saturday and Sunday, "Sunday afternoon 

is the time of best attendance,"^ 

^Laurence V. Coleman, Manual for Small Muse.ums (New York, 1927) , 
p. 2kk. 
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HISTORY 

The Texas and Pacific Railroad 
0 

The Western movement of population in the l8U0»s, the acqui

sition of the Columbia River territory, the Mexican War, the 

conquest of California, and the cession of land from Mexico, all 

lent interest to the idea of a railroad to the Pacific, Other 

factors include migration of a hundred thousand persons to Cali

fornia, due to the discovery of gold, military necessity cuid the 

desire for mail service, to say nothing of the lure of Asiatic trade. 

Several internal improvement conventions were help in the 

18^0*s and 1850*s proposing plans for a transcontinenteO. railroad, 

but nothing came of these plans. In 1855, Secretary of War, Jefferson 

Davis submitted to Congress his recommendations based on a survey 

made in 1853. National plans were abemdoned because of the Civil 

War, but tlae projected route was destined after I87I to become 

that of the Texas and Pacific Railroad, 

"In the meantime, the initial phases ih the existence of the 

Texas and Pacific were being shaped by sectional events. As early 

as 1850, the Texas Legislature adopted a resolution providing 

that aid should be extended to a national railroad. During the year 

1852, several companies were chartered by the legislature to con-

» 

struct railroads from the eastern boundary of the state to the 

fe. -^ 
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Rio Grande,^ Among these was the Texas Western, known as the Vicks-

burg and El Paso, chartered on February l6th of that year. The 

Texas and Pacific traces its origin to this company which by charter 

amendment in I856, achieved over the veto of Governor E,M. Pease, 

was renamed Southern Pacific Railroad Company (The short lived 

organization had no relation to the present-day Southern Pacific), 

After the Texas and Pacific was incorporated by an act of Congress 

in 1871, the Texas Legislature, in I872, authorized the company to 

purchase the Southern Pacific Railroad Company and the Southern 

Transcontinental Railroad Coii5>any, which in turn had acquired the 

Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific Railroad Company,, chartered on 

February 7, l853."^ 

The history of the Texas and Pacific is written in the history 

of these early roads. It is probably true that those who were 

interested in these projects undertaken in East Texas and West 

Louisiana, forsaw the possibility of creating a major railroad of 

the Southwest, with hope of its becoming transcontinental in scope,^ 

Railway engineers took into consideration when plotting the path 

of the railroad the location of existing towns, but sometimes felt 

it more advantageous to build a new town rather than route through 

an existing one. 

lA.B, Armstrong, "Origins of the Texas and Pacific Railway," 
The Southwestern Historical Quarterly. Vol. LVI (April, 1953), p. U90. 

2lbid,, p.ii97. 
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The Texas and Pacific is the main reason Abilene is in exis

tence today and can also take the credit for the formation of towns 

such as Sweetwater, Cisco, Baird,,Clyde, Stanton, Odessa, Roscoe, 

and Colorado City. The Railroad can also take the credit for the 

death of some towns because its tracks bypassed them in favor of 

the others. The Texas and Pacific aided all of its communities, 

but it reserved its largest promotional compaign for a town it labeled 

"The Future Great City of West Texas" (Abilene), 
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HISTORY 

City of Abilene 

The first developement of the Abilene country was in 1852 

when Fort Phantom Hill was established a few miles Northeast of 

the future location of Abilene, This army post was one of a series 

of garrisons erected to protect the white settlement from the 

Indians, and was an ovemigjit stop on the overland mail route, 

which followed the Butterfield Trail, The Fort was in use for 

only three years before it was abandoned by the Army, Another 

important route through this country was the Centerline Trail from 

Texarkana to El Paso, This trail was made by surveyors of the 

Texas and Pacific Railway and was an important link prior to the 

building of the railroad. 

In 1878 the settlers in the area, which is now Taylor County, 

recognized the need of local government and Taylor County was 

formed from the Bexar and Travis land districts, Buffalo Gap was 

then established as the county seat. 

The westward progress of the Texas and Pacific Railway gave 

strong impetus to settlement of the fertile West Texas Territory, 

The railroad considered two possible routes through West Central 

Texas, one by way of Buffalo Gap and an alternate by way of Fort 

Phantom Hill, The latter route was abandoned, and it seemed quite 
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probable that the road would be built through Buffalo Gap, Land 

values in and around the county seat were driven rapidly upward by 

speculators. In I88O a historic meeting was arranged at the Hash 

Knife Ranch Headquarters which were located on the present site of 

Abilene Christian College, Present at this meeting were the ranch 

owner, John Simpson; the Texas and Pacific Railway town and track 

locator, H,C, Withers; a surveyor, S,L. Clack; a rancher, J,T, Barry; 

Colonel C.W, Merchant; and the colonel's twin brother, J,D, Merchant, 

The purpose of this meeting was to circumvent the difficulty and 

delay caused by a great deal of litigation which had occured over 

some of the land at Buffalo Gap, and to speed the process of bring

ing a railroad to West Texas, To achieve this goal, it was neces

sary for the group to select a townsite in the vicinity and to in

duce the railroad to route its tracks through or near this site. 

Shortly thereafter the receiver of the Texas and Pacific Railway 

Joined with Colonel Merchant and his associates and this group pur

chased land in the area that was destined to become Abilene, Col

onel Merchant and John Simpson named the town Abilene, after the 

famous Kansas cattle shipping point of the same name. It was their 

firm belief that Abilene, Texas, would become an even more important 

city than Abilene, Kansas, 

The railroad reached the townsite of Abilene in January of 

1881, By the end of February a tent city had sprung up. Several 

hundred people were living in Abilene two weeks before any of them 
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owned any property. 

The early days of Abilene and Taylor county were not without 

conflict. The strong-willed settlers fought for what they wanted, 

and this often lead to blood shed and death. Range wars between 

cattlemen and sheep herders were frequent. Great ruckuses boiled 

up over everything from morals to barbed wire fences. Abilene won 

the coiinty seat from the nearby Buffalo Gap in an election marked 

by mobs and questionable campaign tactics. The issue was solved 

only with threats of calling the Texas Rangers in. 

Culture was an early interest of Abilenians with the musicals 

and Shakespeare plays appearing in the Opera House. Abilene was 

becoming cultivated before the cowboys' gunfire faded out. 

One of the first concerns of the citizens of Abilene was 

education for their children. In September I892, Simmons College 

(Hardin-Simmons University) opened with 90 students, Abilene Christ

ian College followed in I906, and McMurry College in 1923. 

Only ten years after Abilene was established, an electric 

power plant began operation in 1891. Other utilities, telephone 

and gas, began service in I89H and 191U respectively. 

In the late 1930's an almost impossible undertaking was started. 

The townsmen wanted an Army camp. In an unbelievable effort by 

all of the citizens over a period of only one week, Abilene raised 

$125,000,00 to buy the land for the camp. Although Camp Barkley 

lasted only five years, Abilene profited greatly. 

With t^e outbreak of the Korean War, the citizens again took 
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the task of securing a permanent military instal lat ion. They had 

to work harder and raise more money, but in 1953 D;vress Air Force 

Base became a real i ty . 

Today Abilene takes i t s place as one of 23 of the fast-growning 

metropolitan areas in the State, 

"hcatharyn Duff, Abilene on the Catclaw Creek (Abilene ,1969. 



I 

Abilene Data 



page 13 

ABILENE DATA 

General Information 

Popula t ion- 89,653 

Abilene i s loca ted in Taylor County and i s the county s e a t . 

Lakes- Abi lene , Kirby, L y t l e , and For t Phantom H i l l 

A l t i t u d e - 1,738 fee t above sea l e v e l 

Minera ls - o i l , g a s , s t o n e , sand, gravel and c lays 

Phys ica l Fea tu re - P r a i r i e 

Temperature- average January h igh-56.U°, average January 

low-32 .8° , average July h i g h - 9 ^ . 3 ° , and 
average July low-72,1° 

Noontime humidity- 49% 
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Soil Conditions 

The soil in the vicinity of the Texas and Pacific Railroad 

depot is classified as Mangum^Urban Complex, The surface layer is 

reddish brown firm silty clay loam 6" thick^ The next lower layer 

is reddish brown firm clay 22"thick; next lower layer is yellowish 

red silt loam extending to 62". The depth to bedrock is more than 

81". 

Problems in urban developement include cracking and shifting 

of structure due to shrink swell potential. There may also be a 

failure of uncoated steel pipes due to corrosivity. 

The main hazards in landscaping and gardening are; the clayey 

surface texture, and chlorsis (leaf yellowing) due to iron defi

ciency which may occur in plants sensitive to high lime concentra

tions. 
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SITE 

The site is bound on the North by North First Street, on the 

South by South First Street, on the East by Cypress Street and on 

the West by Pine Street, The tracks of the Texas and Pacific 

Railroad cut the lot into. The tracks are also elevated above 

grade,ten feet. The existing building on the site is the Texas 

and Pacific passenger depot, which is on the North side of the 

tracks. East of the depot is a small park, which is owned by the 

Texas and Pacific Railroad. This park contains large Elm and 

Locust trees. In the park is a large historical marker designating 

the Texas and Pacific Railroad as the founder of Abilene. West 

of the depot is a parking lot containing 26 parking spaces. The 

portion of the side on the South side of the tracks is physically 

connected to the North side by a pedestrian walkway at grade 

level beneath the tracks. The South side contains a parking lot 

with 36 more parking spaces, 

* see appendix for site plan and map 
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THE DEPOT BUILDING 

The depot is Uo' wide by 150' long and is of brick masonry-

construction with a concrete floor. The roof is of red clay tile. 
4 

V7alls are plastered, ceilings have acoustical tile, and the floor 

surfaces are terazzo. The building also has a partial basement 

with a utility tunnel (or corridor) which runs the length of the 

building. The steam heating system is no longer in use. Gas 

space heaters are now being used. The following is a portion of 

an article that appeared in the May, 1953 copy of the Texas and 

Pacific Topics upon completion of a $90,000.00 remodeling Job of 

the Abilene depot. 

"Outside, the remodeled station presents basically the same 

appearance. Its classic lines have been enhanced by the removal 

of dormer windows from the roof and the canopy over the front door. 

The interior use of glass blocks, aluminum doors, and window 

frames, and acoustical tile is in keeping with the style generally 

followed so far in the revamping program of 13 other of our stations. 

In the Texas and Pacific Park, east of the station, we have 

installed an automatic sprinkler system, the first on the grounds 

of any Texas and Pacific installation. 

On the west side of the building an asphalt-topped parking area 

with lane and stall lines have been laid out to systemize parking." 

* see appendix for plans and pnotographs 
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The depot is in the C-5 (Central Commercial) District and 

Fire Zone I. The C-5 District is composed of land and improve

ments used primarily to provide a wide range of retail goods and 

consumer services to residents of the metropolitan area and trade 

area, as well as to transients. The district also provides space 

and facilities for financial, administrative, and business services 

and for limited wholesaling and manufacturing activities. The 

district regulations are designed to permit the further develop

ment of the district for its purposes, subject to limitations to 

prevent congestion of the district and to assure provision of 

adeq.uate light and air to buildings in the district. Because 

transit facilities are centered in the C-5 District, and because 

the C-5 District has been substantially built up without the re-

q.uirement of off-street parking, the regulations do not require 

the furnishing of off-street parking in this district. 

Height restrictions are set by a 7^° OU' or 3.75 to 1.0 slope 

from the center line of the street for the C-5 District. There 

are no front or side yard requirements. Rear yards should be 

10 feet deep. 

The city of Abilene has adopted the Uniform Building Code 

and has made it a part of the cities building code. When design

ing the museum, careful consideration should be made concerning 

the code requirements. 
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STAFF POSITIONS 

Full-Time I^lcyees 

Museum Director 

Curator of History 

Registrar/Superintendent 

Sec ret ary/Bookkeepe r 

Sales Clerk 

Carpent er /H andyman 

Part-Time Employees 

Custodian 

Volunteers 
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LOBBY 

Serving to introduce and orientate one to the museum, are the 

main activities of the lobby. It also serves as a control point 

and supervision point of the public parts of the building. "Bad 

planning of the movement of visitors at this point is a common source 

of administrative difficulty ... and public confusion."-^ 

COAT STORAGE 

As one enters the museum he may need a place to check his 

coat, hat, or umbrella for the duration of his visit. Due to the 

checking chaj:*acteristics of the people of the Southwest, a great 

deal of storage is not necessary. There should be a minimum of 

six linear feet of shelf space and clothes bar. 

Laurence V.Coleman, Museum Buildings (Maryland,1950), p. 121, 
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REST STATION 

Should the design and available area permit, a rest station 

for the visitors would be desirable. It should be closely related 

to the exhibits. Although near the exhibits, it should be completely 

separated if possible. The rest station should be comfortable, quiet, 

restful, and furnished with a couple of lounge chairs, couch, 

tables, lamps, public telephone and water cooler. It would be desir

able to have this facility adjacent to the toilets for convenience.-

General lighting should be subdued with adjustable track light

ing and a recessed picture mold for displaying graphic materials 

on the walls if desired. 
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PUBLIC TOILETS 

The public toilets should be located in relationship to the 

lobby or entrance point so that they may best serve the visiting 

public. The men's toilet should have four enclosed water closets, 

three urinals, and four lavatories. The women's toilet should 

have five enclosed water closets, and four lavatories. Both toilets 

should have the proper ventilation associated with these accomo

dations. 

The number of fixtures are based on 8l to 110 person maxi

mum occupancy. Should this occupancy be changed through further 

investigation, the fixture numbers should be adjusted accordingly, 

SALES M D INFORMATION 

The person manning this position of sales and information will 

act as cashier and attendant for the sales portion, and as helper 

providing information to the visitors entering or leaving the museum. 

Sales and distribution of publications such as history books on Texas 

and Abilene, pamphlets on history of the area, postcards, catalogs, 

folk art items, and Indian arts and crafts representing the original 

Indians of the area will be handled here. Displays should be provided 

for these items as well as storage for the excess. A lockable cash 

drawer should be provided for the sales. 

Charles A Ramsey, Architectural Graphic Standards (New York, 
1956), pp, 520 & 521. 



i.y 

page 23 

SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER 

This person will act as a combined secretary and bookkeeper. 

She will act as receptionist as well as perform the usual activi

ties of her position, such as typing, filing, taking dictation, 

bookkeeping, running off mimeograph copies, and duplication on an 

electrostatic copier. Accomodations for the Secretary/Bookkeeper 

should be a desk with attached typing tables, three four drawer 

filing cabinets, provisions for four filing cabinets for inactive 

files, about six feet of work counter and cabinets, twenty five 

linear feet of shelving for supplies, a small electrostatic copier, 

and a mimeograph machine. Seating for a minimxam of five persons 

should be provided for visitors. 



,y 

page 2U 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

"The board of trustees of a museum is a body of public spirited 

citizens clothed with authority to manage the affairs of the insti

tution .."̂  The board is elected by the entire membership and they 

usually serve for three, four, or five years. The terms are arranged 

so that an equal number expire each year, "The officers of the 

board—president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer—are 

usually elected by the trustees from their own number,"^ 

Much of the work of the board of trustees is delegated to com

mittees. The most essential of these is the executive committee, 

which includes the officers. There is also an accession committee. 

The meeting of the executive committee are held once a month, whereas 

the trustees meet quarterly, and meeting of the whole body includ

ing the members meets only annually,^ 

Although a large part of the board's authority is delegated 

to officers and committees, every trustee has definite responsibili

ties, which include assistance in fund raising, intelligent help in 

establishing policies for their expenditure, and to keep in touch 

with the work in order to judge results. 

^Laurence V, Coleman, Manual for Small Museums (New York, 1927), 
p, 2l*. 

^Ibid,. p, 25. ^Ihid. Ibid., p. 26. 
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The number of trustees including the officer is twelve. Their 

activities including the ones mentioned above plus possibly the 

viewing of slides of recent accessions, which could be accommodated 

by the use of portable equipement. The board may meet during the 

same time as other activities in the museum, therefore, privacy 

should be provided. 
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THE DIRECTOR 

The director is the chief administrative officer of a museum. 

To the trustees he is professional advisor suad agent in carrying 

on the work of the institution. Ideally, the director is concerned 

with administrative matters only^ leaving care of the collections 

in the hands of specialists. With very limited assistance, however, 

greater responsibility falls upon the director, and the museum's 

field of usefulness tends to be little wider than the directors 

range of knowledge, A specialist is more likely to make a good 

director for a special museum than for a general one. 

The director also sees to the preformance of educational and 

public services. His operating functions also include membership, 

public relations and publication. 

The director's base of activity with its related activities 

should be located near the entrance of the museum so that a business 

caller will have easy access to the office. 

Accomodations for the director should include a large desk, 

seating for a minimum of four visitors, a work counter, and a four 

drawer filing cabinet. 

Laurence V. Coleman, Manual for Small Museums (New York, 1927), 

p. 27. 
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EXHIBITS 

As a genereuL rule, exhibits constitute about one half of the 

museum's bulk and is its main public interest point. The first 

story of buildings has the best display value and should be used 

for the principal exhibits. 

Museum exhibits are basically of two types: 

1. Temporary Exhibits- exhibits which usually consist 

of borrowed material perhaps cm a circuit from museum to museum. 

These installations may also contain the exhibit of the month, 

which may be things of timely interest or selected recent accessions. 

Temporary or introductory type exhibits may be located near the 

entrance as a preview or enticement, 

2, Permanent Exhibits- exhibits consisting of a museum's 

own possessions. These exhibits may be retired on occasions, 

whether piece by piece or in blocks. 

The major exhibits for the museum will be of long term nature. 

The basic exhibit pattern here will not be changed for a period 

of yeeirs, but will be subject to seasonal revision to offer variety 

in the particular established exhibits. One of the most important 

considerations in establishment of the exhibit facilities is first 

that this will be where the visitors will spend the greatest amount 

of time. The exhibits utilized here will be of a type that will 
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develope an understanding of basic concepts and utilize a sequence 

of interrelated exhibit units explaining the historical developement 

of Abilene, Texas, 

"The material of a history museum may be arranged to show the 

everyday life and culture of the people, their implements of hunting 

and warfare, their means of shelter, their articles of clothing and 

utensils for cooking, and their objects connected with cult or wor

ship; their skill as craftsmen; their advancement in agriculture, 

transporation, trade or architecture; their use of symbolism and 

ornament and their sense of beauty. " 

The scheme of the exhibits will begin with the early history 

of the Abilene area. The exhibits would naturally begin with the 

early tribes of Indians that inhabited the area. Next would be the 

white man's appearance with the establishment of Ft; Phantom Hill, 

Buffalo Gap, and other small settlements followed by an exhibit on the 

railroad. The railroad made its appearance and established Abilene 

and other towns along its tracks. Since the railroad was the major 

factor in the founding of Abilene, plus the fact that the museum 

will be located in the depot of the Texas and Pacific Railroad, a 

sizable exhibit should be dedicated to its history. 

The history of Abilene will be next in the sequence of exhibits. 

All exhibits will have cross references to historical events, which 

may have had effects on the history of the area. 

Laurence V, Coleman, Manual for Small Museums (New York,1927) 
p. 1̂ *9. 
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Each exhibit will consist of a combination of material, which 

may be photographs, written material, small historic objects, furni

ture, and period fashions or garments. 

These objects will require a variety of exhibition techniques 

and display requirements. The curator and his helpers will determine 

the precise method of presentation which will best fit the material 

to be exhibited. With this in mind one would assume that the exhibits, 

cases, and surroundings should not be rigid and unchangeable. Condi

tions such as this would severly limit the imagination of the cura

tor plus make any change expensive. 

"It is essential that exhibits be charted and subjects given 

room on the basis of importance. The relative amounts of material 

available for presentation of various subjects should be given little 

weight. Even though certain subjects cannot be dealt with at once, 

either through lack of material or uncertainty as to the character 

of the exhibits, each subject should be allowed its proper space. 

Then, until the needed objects have been acquired and detailed plans 

for exhibits developed, some spaces may be used for temporary 

installations of one kind or another. Any other course than to 

plan for a symmetrical ultimate exhibit is bound to induce aimless-

ness."^ 

Among the special construction aspects will be the relation

ship of the exhibits, or at least access to them, from an elevator 

or ramp connecting with exhibit storage and preparation activities. 

•'•Ibid,, p, 157. 
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The use of a modular grid ceiling to accept verticle pressure 

supports from panels and cases below should be considered. The 

use of a floor electrical grid should also be taken into considera

tion. 

The matter of air conditioning, heating, and other related 

services are open to consideration by the architect. The heating 

and ventilating system should be on a grid related to the lighting 

module on the ceiling, should it be used. 

Viewing Ranges 

"The eye height of the average adult is 60 inches. For ordinary-

inspection the eye should not be more than l8 inches from its object. 

This defines a zone between the k2 inch and 78 inch levels for ver

tical installation of small objects. But this zone is too high 

for children, among whom there is wide range of stature. Perhaps 

the best plan is to install small objects and labels between the 

Uo inch and the 60 inch levels. At higher or lower levels large 

objects may be viewed with comfort." 

^Ibid. , p. 216. 



iiSS^S^^^i 

page 31 

REGISTRAR/SUPERINTENDANT 

Due to the scale of this project, the duties of the Registrar 

and the Superintendant will be combined. The function of this 

person will be to keep records of the museum's borrowings, lendings, 

and accessions. He will also be in charge of examining incoming 

and outgoing objects. The primary consideration in the deveolpe-

ment here is to provide maximum efficiency in the receiving and 

processing of collections that are given to the museum, and their 

rapid distribution to storage or the use for which they are intended. 

All that happens in and around the service entrance is to be control

led by the registrar. Provisions should be made for four standard 

office files, a desk, and seating for two visitors. 
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COLLECTIONS 

Collections are the backbone of any museum. A museum logically 

conceived would from the first, require accomodations for compact 

live storage and extended live display. This plan would be helpful 

even to a new museum with not enough material to fill its display 

space, since attention would thus be called to the storage require

ments, which is a sure need of the future. If storage requirements 

are minimized in planning, either exhibitions or storage may become 

overcrowded in time. Pressure of this kind at any point should 

bring up the question of enlargement of storage rather than of 

exhibitions. There is a common practice of filling existing ex

hibition accomodations to overcrowding with exhibits and making this 

the reason for additions to the building, which is basically un

sound. In principle, exhibits are selective and should be adapted 

to given accomodations, where reserves are comprehensive and may 

require added storage. As the quality of reserve material increases, 

its use should develope for reference and study and in time for 

research. The organization and arrangement of reserves may well 

anticipate such developements from the start. 

Accomodations for reserve collections or study storage, should 

be planned in workable relationship to other parts of the museum. 

The accomodations initially provided should be planned in a way for 
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a newly created museum, is to relegate the storage problem to 

the future without making any plans for its solution. Worse than 

this could be with planning that cuts off every possibility of 

providing properly for reserve collections at a later date. 

Study Collections 

"According to the best museum practice, exhibits have a 

direct relation to study collections in that they are made up 

of the objects selected from the collections and, for the most 

part, capable of being returned at will." 

A museum should not have all of its material on exhibition, 

and furthermcire it should not have all the excess packed away in 

storage. In a well managed museum, a greater part of the material 

is kept available for use. The objects are classified and put away 

compactly in trays and on shelves where they are safe from damage, 

and the arrangement of them is such that any can be produced on 

short notice for inspection, and perhaps for exhibition or other 

use. These collections constitute a reservoir from which material 

is drawn for the exhibits; they contain material for research, and 

they are the source of some of the objects for educational work. 

Laurence V. Coleman, Museum Buildings (Maryland, 1950), p. l6. 

2 
Laurence V. Coleman, Manual for Small Museums(New York, 1927), 

p. 131. 
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Many things selected for exhibition may be shown only temporarily 

and then returned to their places in the study collections. "̂  

Accessability is a key factor in the design of study collections, 

so that without inconvenience any object may be brought out for 

examination. A compact arrangement is sometimes necessary since 

the amount of material may be quite large, 

"For small objects suitable boxes or trays are usually pro

vided...For the accomodation of these containers shelves or racks 

are necessary. Fairly large objects are shelved individually; 

very large objects are usually kept on exhibition and therefore, 

do not complicate the problem," 

"History materials are so diversified in character that 

shelves, trays, racks and other means are necessary for their 

accomodations," There should be provisions for records storage 

within the collections storage. Dust removal or air purification 

equipment should be provided in the collections to eliminate 

maintenance costs and restrict accumulation of dirt and dust. 

•^Ibid., p, 27. 

^Ibid., p, 195. 

3lbid., p. 196. 
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CURATORIAL WORK 

A curator is a department head who has charge of collections 

in his field and, in a strong organization, besides developing 

and caring for the study collection, he plans exhibits—in conference 

with the director and sometimes carries out the preparation of 

exhibits along lines that are approved. He also collaborates with 

the director in rendering educational service and performing other 

museum functions,-'-

Since Abilene's Museum will be concerned with United States 

history in general and Abilene's history in particular, a person 

who is knowledgable in both aspects of history will head this 

department. 

Preparation of exhibits includes research preservation, re

storing, and mounting of exhibit material. "Preparation is under

stood to mean the process of making objects ready for study col

lections or the exhibits."^ 

The services and programs conducted by the curator consist 

primarily of providing the supportive knowledge and research 

necessary to all exhibits, education, and publication endeavors 

Laurence V.Coleman, Manual for Small Museums (New York, 1927), 

p. 3. 

^Ibid., p, 18. 
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of the museum. The actual duties are somewhat stationary in 

nature, and the curator should be provided with accomodations 

conductive to intense and continuing study, which should be re

asonably close to the research (or study) collections. 

Between the initial acquisition of a specimen or artifact 

and its eventual placement in a permanent collection may lie days 

of painstaking effort to authenticate the item or thoroughly 

research its history and its significance to Abilene, to generate 

the detailed records needed to facilitate the storage and re

trieval of essential information, and to store or otherwise pre

pare it for long-term preservation and/or for display use. 

It is not necessary that the curator be readily accessible 

to the public. The curator should be provided with a desk, three 

standard office files, a minimum of kO linear feet of shelving 

for a reference library, and a plan table for spreading out of 

plans. 

Provisions should be made for light woodworking in conjunc

tion with the preparation of exhibits. The provisions should 

accomodate a work table (U' by 6'), counter space, sink, storage 

for materials and equipment. The woodworking equipment to be 

included are a small table saw, a saber saw, electric drill, 

wood/jointer, and belt sander. 
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Curatorial Equipment 

Curatorial equipment required in the live storages for the 

accomodation of collections, may consist of shelves, stacked 

trays, cabinets, and possibly other kinds of specicil furniture, 

"The requirements depend upon the nature of the material to 

be stored, and differ therefore from department to department and 

from museum to museum. Curators often regard the developement of 

such facilities as within their immediate provence, and each 

curator is familiar with types of equipment used in his parti

cular field. The actual growth of collections is what should set 

the pace for provisions beyond the more or less temporary arrange

ments a museum gets when it takes possession of the building. 

Thus, with certain exceptions, the architect's duty ends with 

giving suitable storage that is well arranged for use and for 

expansion," 

"specimen trays used for materials of nearly all science 

and history departments, and for small objects of art, are 

usually of 3/^ inch pine, with 3/8 inch masonite bottoms. Unit 

trays are commonly 20 by 2U, 2it by 30, or 2k by 36 inches outside, 

although there are other sizes to be found. Depths are 2,U, or 

Laurence V, Coleman, Museum .Buildings (Maryland, 1950), p,2UU, 
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6 inches or more (less l/k inch for clearance when trays are 

racked close together.) The masonite bottom edge extends 1/2 

inch beyond the edge of the tray at each side, to run on wooden 

or metal cleats in racking or cabinets. Unit cabinets to take 

the trays, may be of wood, or of metal with steel angle frames 

covered with sheet steel. They may have open fronts, or tight 

front panels held by lugs and catches, as designated by the 

material stored. Cabinets 38 inches high are convenient as 

work counters also, and alternatively they may be piled in two 

ranges one above the other; or cabinets are sometimes 76 inches 

or more high in one piece." 

Standard steel shelving like the type used commercially in 

stock rooms, can serve the purpose of storing small and medium 

size objects. Shelves of this kind are commonly 36 inches long 

and of widths from 9 to 36 inches, fitting into uprights that 

come in heights up to 10 feet or more and are either of open con

struction (of steel angles) or of bin-type construction(with added 

sheet metal sides and partitions, and backs also if they are need-

2 
ed), Shelves are carried on lugs that engage holes in uprights. 

•^Ibid,. p, 2U5. 

Îbid,. > p, 2U6, 
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MUSEUM REUTED ACTIVITIES 

In addition to the museum's usual activities associated with 

the preparation and exhibition of historical objects, an educational 

program for school children along historical lines will be included. 

This program will consist of lectures, slide shows, movies, and 

demonstrations. These activities do not occur continuously, but 

at certain designated periods throughout the year. Between the 

above activities and possibly concurrent with them, may be special 

exhibits, receptions, and meetings of various types. All activities 

mentioned may or may not occur during regular museum hours. 

At the present time the occupancy load for this facility is 

not expected to exceed 80 persons. Organization and provisions 

for these activities can be arranged so that duplication of certain 

facilities will not be necessary, such as toilets and the lobby. 

Accomodations for the above activities should include 80 

folding or stacking chairs, 15 large folding tables, a speaker's 

stand, and projection equipment. Storage for these items, when not 

in use, should be provided. 
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LIGHTING 

"Room light and object lighting are different in their pur

pose and largely distinct in their means. The purpose of room 

lighting, aside from keeping visitors from falling over benches, 

is to make people feel at ease and to provide conditions under 

which object lighting can be carried out successfully." 

Object lighting should be such that the objects can be 

seen clearly and in their full character. Good general lighting 

in the room is necessary so that good object lighting can be made 

possible without too much trouble» Should the room light be too 

dim or absent then there is a possibility of hard contrasts 

occuring which will distract from the object. There is also a pos

sibility of having too much lighting in rooms which may cause 

glare on display cases 

Lighting Suggestions 

Case objects- self lighted with fluorescent lights 

General lighting- recessed fluorescent fixtures 

Direct light on wall displays or freestanding objects-

incadescent spot lights 

"'"Alma S. Whittlin, The Museum (London, 19^9), p. 79. 
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Lobby 

Exhibits (General lighting) 

Assembly Area 

Offices (Regular work) 

Office Machine Operation 

Waiting Areas 

Corridors, elevators, esculators, 
stairways (or not less than 1/5 
the level in adjacent areas) 

Washrooms 

Storage 

Woodworking 

Shipping & Receiving 

Recommended Minimum 
Foot Candles 

50 

30 

5-30 

100 

150 

30 

30 

30 

50 

50-100 

50 -

"H/illiam J, McGuinness, Mechanical and ElectricsLl Equipment 
for Buildings (New York, 1971), pp. il^^ll6. 
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SERVICE 

1 u • B J • 

A service entrance will be used for aid in loading and 

mloading of delivery trucks. It is suggested that the dock be 

a minimum of Uo" high and should accomodate delivery trucks 25' 

long, 10' wide and 15' tall, and possible regular pick-up trucks. 

The service door should have a minimum opening of 10' by 10'. 

The shipping and receiving activities of the museum are 

located in close proximity to the registrar's base of operation. 

It is here that the goods are shipped and received. Temporary 

storage and inspection of goods may also occur here. Trash 

removal, access to equipment controls may be through or near 

this area. Because of this rather unsightly and different func

tion, this area although close to the registrar's base of opera

tions should be clearly separated. This is especially important 

when considering the proximity to the collection's storage. 

Adjacent to these facilities should be the hydraulic ele

vator, if the design of the museum requires one. The minimum 

capacity of the elevator should be UOOO pounds. The minimum 

cab size should be 6' by 9' by 8' high. 
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JANITORIAL STORAGE 

Janitorial storage is used for the storage of necessary 

supplies and equipment used in the everyday cleaning and mainten

ance of the museum. Two such storage places may be needed by the 

museum; one for the service of the public and administrative areas 

euad one for the service and storage areas. 

The first janitorial storage should accomodate a slop-sink, 

space for mops, brooms, mop bucket, paper supplies for toilets, 

vacum cleaner, floor polisher, and shelf storage (minimum of 

25 linear feet). 

The second janitorial storage, serving the service and stor

age areas, should accomodate a janitorial basin, mop bucket, mops, 

brooms, and 20 linear feet of shelf space. 
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PARKING 

Parking facilities for the staff of the museum plus the 

visiting public should be provided, although the zoning require

ments for this district does not require off street parking of 

vehicles. 

Utilization of the 36 space parking lot on the South side of 

the site could be made with some slight alterations. The parking 

should be kept to a minimum and based on the factor that approxi

mately 3.5 persons occupy each car. 

For the staff a minimum of 8 parking spaces should be pro

vided. Accomodations should also be made for at least two 

large school buses to be parked. 
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GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Since public hallways can be limited and most staff circula

tion may be through exhibits and storage, halls will probably 

not be a large factor in the total plan. Where necessary, however, 

they should be made pleasant with nice materials in public areas 

and they should be effecient in behind the scene staff accomodations. 

In conjunction with freight elevator services, should they be 

required, consideration should be given to the design of receiving 

platforms, which are usually unsightly, overbuilt and in many 

cases unnecessary. If it is at all possible to place the receiving 

functions on the ground level with unloading directly into the 

freight elevator from a drive, a great deal might be saved in terms 

of cost and time. 

Walls throughout the museum should be of pleasing materials 

with the exception of those where utilitarian activities occur, 

where they might remain rough in texture and finish. 

Ceiling could be unfinished when not exposed to the public. 

The ceiling heights should be gauged to suit the proportion and 

uses of the space. Accoustical treatment should be considered 

where clerical and secretarial functions occur. 

Floor for utilitarian activities can be plain concrete. 

Careful consideration should be given to carpeting floors in public 
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!nt studies indicate that economies in maintenance 

bring carpeting down to a competitive level with hard surface 

flooring and contribute greatly to the general comfort of the 

i 
visitors to the museum. 
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FINANCE 

For the most part, there seems to be a large variety of sources 

of money available for museum programs, including constructional 

and operational costs. 

One method of financing a museum is by utilization of current 

city revenues. This matter and that of continued support for 

museums operations has been utilized in the past, 

"The city council may appropriate from its general funds, 

or may levy and collect a tax, not to exceed one-quarter of one mill 

on each dollar of the taxable property of the municipality each 

year, and pay it to a private corporation or association, not for 

profit, maintaining and furnishing a free museum of art, science, or 

history, for the benefit of the inhabitants of the municipality, as 

and for compensation for the use and maintenance thereof. The city 

council may enter into a contract or agreement with such corporation 

or association setting forth the terms and conditions upon which 

the appropriations are to be made and paid." 

There are also two types of municipal bonds which could be 

utilized in museum building financing; "sinking fund bonds and 

serial bonds. Sinking fund bonds bear annual interest and mature 

at one future date, presumably within the effective life of the 

Laurence V. Coleman, Museum Buildings (Maryland, 1950), p. 28. 
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A portion of the annual tax revenue is set 

the bonds at maturity. Serial bonds, on the other 

hand, are issued with differing maturity dates over a period of 

years, a fraction to be retired each year. ul 

Private fund raising and gifts are other resources which 

could play ^part in the fimding of the museum. Private philan

thropic organizations such as the Moody Foundation and the Ford 

i 
Foundation often contribute generously to museums for their build-

4 
ing programs.. Other organizations such as the National Geographic 

Society, the Federal Tourist Agency, and the Smithsonian Insti

tute contribute in some aspects. 

The National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities Act 

of 19o5 offers assistance to museums in the form of project 

4 
grants . Their use and res t r i c t ions are confined to personnel and 

2 
other costs of production or presentation. 

The Museum Services Act. of 1972 supports projects assisting 

in the renovation of museum facilities, for projects to enable 

museums to construct or install displays, interpretations, and 
3 

exhibitions in order to improve their services to the public. 

Ibid., p. 28 

2 
Executive Office of the President, Management and Budget 

Office, Catalog of Federal and Domestic Assistance (Washington D.C, 
1972). 

3 
U.S. Congress Educational and Labor Committee, Museum Services 

Act (Washington D.C, 1972). — — * — — — — 
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Funding for museum construction and programs are available 

through governmental agencies, private organizations, interest 

groups, and through individual fund raising campaigns. The 

process for obtaining these funds consist mainly by way of search

ing them out, meeting their requirements, and application. 

Since the Texas and Pacific Railroad has no present plans to 

sell the Abilene Depot and has not offered to sell the building, 

it appears that either a great deal of persuasion or a sizeable 

amount of money or both will have to be raised to obtain the 

building for renovation into a museum. 
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Appendix 



A 

View from park looking West Front view of T & P Railroad DeiDOt 

View from track level looking West Ground level view of Depot 
looking West 



Detail of tower View from South side of South 
•R'irst Street looking North 

View from track level 
looking Northeast 

View from track level looking East 



View from South parking lot 
looking Worth 

View of T & P Park 
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INTERVIEWS 

Telephone 

November 21, 1973- Ima Gotten Jennings- member of the Taylor 

County Historical Survey Committee. Ms. Jennings gave me a brief 

description of the Committee's efforts in obtaining the Texas and 

Pacific Depot for use as a museum. She also gave me the name and 

address of one Bob Wagstaff in I>larshall, Texas, who might have 

access to plans of the depot. 

December 6, 1973- Marshal Grimes- the Business manager of the 

Texas Tech Museum. Mr. Grimes told me about the basic financial 

background of the Tech Museum. The Tech Museum, is privately 

funded by various philanthropic organizations, such as the Moody 

Foundation, the Ford Foiindation, Federal Tourist Agency, other 

organizations include the Cotton Ginners Association, and the 

National Geographic Society. Private donations also constitute a 

large portion of funds. As a part of the Tech campus, the museum 

receives money for its operating expenses through the University. 



INTERVIEWS 

Personal 

November 2, 1973-Willard Robinson- Texas Tech Architecture 

professor and Curator of Architectural History for the Tech Museum. 

Mr. Robinson gave me an insight into the operations of museums 

through his personal experience, 

December 6, 1973- Betty Mills- Curator of History at the 

Texas Tech Museum. Mrs. Mills said that there seems to be a trend 

toward nostalgia and an interest in local history. She also took 

me through the non-public areas of the Tech Museum, and explained 

their general functions and some of their techniques of exhibition. 

December 6, 1973- Betty Mosley- Program supervisor for the 

Texas Tech Museum, Ms. Mosley explained the educational program 

of the museum and its basic objective and methods. She related 

some of her experiences and feelings of the Tech Museum to me. 



October U, 1973 
Ph i l Mi l le r 
2615 37th 
Lubbock, Texas 79^13 

"Action Line" 
Box 30 
Abi lene , Texas 7960I+ 

Dear "Action Line" Editor 
> 

I am a fifth year Architecture student at Texas Tech University 
working on nQr Thesis project, as a part of my degree requirements. 

Since Abilene is my home town, I am aware of the need that we have 
for a Historic Museum, therefore I have chosen as my thesis topic 
"The Renovation St Expansion of the T St f̂  Railroad Depot into a 
Museum for Abilene, Texas." 

Could you tell me if there have ever been any attempt to acquire 
the T & P Railroad Depot with intentions to use it as a museum? 
Also, I would like to know if there is a historic society or any 
other group of individuals who might be interested in such a pro
ject. 

Any help or leads that you are able to give me would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Phil Miller 



ANSWER FROM "ACTION LINE" 

The following is a response to a letter to the Editor of 

"Action Line", which appeared in the Abilene Reporter News. 

In theory your proposal sounds fine, but there is one small 

snag, which is the T & P Railroad has 15 or 20 people working 

full-time in the depot and has no plans to sell the building at 

the present. The Taylor County Historical Survey Committee 

would love to transform it into a museum, but there's no avail

able funds to buy it and T & P hasn't offered to give it away. 

If you want to spend an enjoyable hour talking with some

one who shares your enthusiasm for a museum, call Ima Gotten 

Jennings. 



November 17, 1973 
Phil Miller 
2615 37th 
Lubbock, Texas 79^13 

Denver Distribution Section 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Denver Federal Center Bldg. Ul 
Denver, Colorado 80225 

Dear Sir: 

I am a fifth year architecture student working on my thesis at 
Texas Tech University. 

I Would like to obtain a topographical map of Abilene, Texas, as 
it would help me in the planning of my project. 

The two portion of this map which I will need are described as: 

7 1/2 minutes Abilene, East & West 
Quadrant Texas at 75^ per copy 

Enclosed is a cashier's check for $1.50 for maps. 

Thank you very much for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Phil Miller 



November 17, 1973 
Phil Miller 
2615 37th 
Lubbock, Texas 79^13 

Public Relations Manager 
Texas & Pacific-Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. 
Fidelity Union Tower 
Dallas, Texas 75200 

Dear Sir: 

I am a fifth year architecture student at Texas Tech University 
working on ury thesis project, as a part of my degree requirement. 

The topic of my hypothetical project is the "Renovation and Expan
sion of the T & P Railroad Depot in Abilene, Texas into a Histori
cal Museum." 

In the developement of this project, I have found that architectural 
plans of the old depot would be most helpful. Could you tell me 
if any of the original plans or plans of later remodeling jobs 
exist, as I would like to obtain copies of them. 

Please inform me of any cost, so that I may remit immediately. 

I would also like to obtain a pamphlet on the history of the T & P 
Railroad if available. 

Any help that you are able to give me would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Phil Miller 



MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 

THE TEXAS AND PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY 
917 F I D E L I T Y U N I O N T O W E R B U I L D I N G 

1507 P A C I F I C A V E N U E , D A L L A S . T E X A S 75201 

T E L A R E A CODE 214 748-8186 

WILLARD C. SCHULTZ 
PUBLIC RELATIONS REPRESENTATIVE 

December 4, 1973, 

M r . Phil Mil ler 
2615 37th Street 
Lubbock, Texas 79413 

Dear Mr. Mil ler : 

It was a p leasure to read your le t ter and learn 
that you had selected the "Renovation and Expansion 
of the T&P Depot in Abilene" as a major par t of your 
Jiypothetical project . 

Abilene passenger station was remodeled and 
dedicated in 19 53. An ar t ic le about the dedication as 
ca r r i ed in our company magazine then, T&cP TOPICS, 
is enclosed. I have made inquiry of our engineering 
depar tment in an effort to locate plans of the old depot 
as well as those of the remodeled station. They caution 
m e , however, about being overly optimistic about obtain
ing the plans as t ime and many moves have a way of 
making such i tems inaccessable . 

In o rde r to give you some idea about the history 
of the T&P, I am enclosing a publication which was 
i ssued on the occasion of the ra i lway 's 100th ann iversa ry . 
A brief h is tory is contained on the first page, 

I hope that this m a t e r i a l will prove useful for you. 
If I am successful in obtaining the plans of Abilene depot, 
I will send them on to you without delay. 

Sincerely yours , 



December 1, 1973 
Phil Miller 
2615 37th 
Lubbock, Texas 79^13 

Bob Wagstaff 
T & P Railroad General Offices 
Marshall, Texas 7567O 

Dear Sir: 

I am a fifth year architecture student at Texas Tech University 
working on my thesis project, as a part of my degree requirement. 

The topic of my hypothetical project is the "Renovation and Ex
pansion of the T & P Railroad Depot in Abilene, Texas, into a 
Historical Museum," 

In the developement of this project, I have found that architectural 
plans of the old depot would be most helpful. Could you tell me 
if any of the original plans or plans of later remodeling Jobs 
exist, as I would like to obtain copies of them. 

Please inform me of any cost, so that I may remit immediately. 

I would also like to obtain a pamphlet on the history of the T & P 
Railroad, if available. 

Any help that you are able to give me would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Phil Miller 



December 2 , 1973 
TJhil Mi l le r 
2615 37th 
Lubbock, Texas 79^13 

J.W. Cobb 
Land & Lease Office 
U13 T & P Railroad Building 
Ft. Worth, Texas 761OI 

Dear Sir: 

I am a fifth year architecture student at Texas Tech University 
working on my thesis project, as a part of nry degree requirement. 

The topic of my hypothetical project is the "Renovation and Ex
pansion of the T & P Railroad Depot in Abilene, Texas into a His
torical Museum." 

In the developement of this project, I have found that architectural 
plans of the old depot would be most helpful. Could you tell me 
if any of the original plans or plans of later remodeling Jobs 
exist, as I would like to obtain copies of them. 

Please inform me of any cost, so that I may remit immediately. 

Any help that you are able to give me would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Phil Miller 
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JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGES IN ORIGINAL PROGRAM 

Restoration instead of renovation of railroad deoot-

Renovation would oossibly destroy significant portions of the 

railroad denot along with the essence of what it was. The 

character of the depot should be preserved and restored as 

it was in the early 1900's. The restoration may occur at a 

later date as the building becomes available. The depot can 

serve a dual function; 1. a museum piece in its restored 

state; 2. a gallery for railroad related exhibits as an 

extension of the Abilene Museum. 

By building a new building on the site, a builHinp peered 

for museum activities can be obtained without destroying the 

depot for future restoration. 

CONCEPT 

The concept is to nrovide Abilene with a permanent work

ing facility for the collection, preservation, display, and 

storage of Abilene related historical material and data. 
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS AND JUSTIFICATIONS 

Site 

the l o c a t i o n of the s i t e was chosen for i t s c e n t r a l i t y and 

ease of access along with the h i s t o r i c a l s igni f icance of the 

T & P depot bu i ld ing on the s i t e . 

The depot with i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the r a i l r oad has a more 

e^eneral re la t ionshi-^ t o Abilene and i t s c i t i z e n s than many other 

old s t r u c t u r e s i i n the a r ea . 

The small park area eas t of the ra i l road depot was chosen 

for the l o c a t i o n of the new museum because of i t s s ize and the 

d i r e c t relationshi'~> t o the depot . 

Harmony with Depot 

In order for the museum t o be harmonious with the T & P 

deDot, sca le was considered t o be a major f ac to r along with the 

choice of m a t e r i a l s . 

The depot in i t s res tored s t a t e should be the main focal 

a t t r a c t i o n for the s i t e while the museum, amone the t r e e s , should 

be secondary in importance. The t a l l e r por t ion of the museu"* 

i s the same height as the wall sec t ion of the depot . The lower 

po r t ion of the mû êum i s the same height ss the concrete r e t a i n -
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ing wall and hand railing. A flat roof for the museum was chosen 

to comT^lement the double sloped hip roof of the depot with its 

dormer windows and tower. 

The dominant octagonal tower of the south side of the depot 

was the source of the octagonal form of the lobby and diagonals 

used throughout the museum. By breaking up the mass of the 

museum with U5 degree angles at corners and exposing the concrete 

columns, the imnsct of the building in the park area was lessened. 

The irregular form of the museum also compliments the rigid 

rectangular form of the depot's plan. 

Abilene common red brick and concrete are the major materials 

used in the depot. The use of these materials was considered 

necessary for the museum to be harmonious with the depot. 

Restoration of Depot 

The restoration of the Texas and Pacific Railroad depot will 

signify it as a museum piece of the Abilene Historical Museum, 

ss well as a working exhibition place for railroad related ex

hibits. 

Extensive remodeling in 19^3, in the view of streamlining 

the depot, was the reason for the removal of many of its em

bellishments that gave it character. 

Eight small dormer windows, similar in character to the 

large one on the front of the building, were removed along with 
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four more from the roof of the tower. Decorative beams under 

the eaves were also removed. Further remodeling included closing 

off of a breezeway through the depot, and the replacing of all 

exterior doors with aluminum doors. The size of the masonary 

opening of the front entrance indicates that there might have 

been double doors where the single h' door and the two 1' side 

lights are today. Flanking the entrance are two large sidelights, 

which were filled in with glass blocks along with the transome 

above the doorway. 

Mention of the removal of a canopy or porch over the front 

entry was made in a 19^3 Texas & Pacific publication, but a 

solid proof of what it may have looked like has not been found. 

Until solid evidence of its appearance has been found, I feel 

that there should not be any attempt made to replace it. 

The area which is now the h07 Club Room was originally the 

mail room. The aluminum door and windows on the front (North 

1st street) side of this room replaced an 8' overhead door. On 

the other side of this room are a pair of windows, which also 

fill the space of another eight foot overhead door. 

On early photographs of the depot there are indications of 

globe type lighting fixtures used on the exterior of the building. 

From the research safe guidelines can be established to 

begin a modest restoration of the exterior of the depot. Until 

the original nlans of the building are obtained, interior rest

oration would be quite difficult. 



Texas and Pacific Raihvay Station, one of the liandsoniest on the 
"Old Eeliable." Thousands arrive and depart from 

this station annuaHy. 

Triangle Pa rk / " one of the links in the Everniau Park ISy.̂ iteui, 
showinti' main park to the right, with T. & P. ^Station and 

Wells Fargo and Co. Express building in view. 



Everman Park, showing Top of Station in background to the left, 
Elk Building and Hotel Grace in center and Grand 

Central Hotel to right. 

Photos taken from early Abilene Chamber of Commerce publication 
exact date unknown 
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Plaza Linking Museum and Depot 

The relationship of the depot and the museum working as 

one unit is strengthened by the use of a connecting plaza. 

Brick pavers as a material for the plaza surface was ruled out, 

because too much brick would be considered undesirable. The 

final materials chosen for the plaza was exposed aggregate 

concrete with cedar spacers on a 5' square diagonal grid. Red 

brick was used as an accent material around the border of the 

plaza, the fountain and planters. This motif was carried around 

the depot to help strengthen the relationshin of the depot to 

the mu'̂ 'eû n. 

Pedestrian Tunnel 

The creation of a new pedestrian tunnel to connect the 

main parking on the south side of the elevated tracks with the 

museum was considered appropriate. The tunnel was placed at a 

Li5 degree angle in order to connect the main portion of the plaza 

with the central area of the parking lot, as well as to aim the 

people in the direction of the museum. 

In the creation of the new tunnel, the south entrance con

flicted with the existence of the south entrance of the old 

tunnel. In order to resolve this problem, the south h.lf of the 

existing tunnel was closed off un to the stairway, which led to 

the track level. The stairway was then replaced with a ramp on 
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an 8 degree incline so that the handicapped may use it. The 

purpose of saving one half of the tunnel was in keeping with 

the restoration of the depot. 

Although the elevation of the track level 10' above street 

level was not accomplished until 1936, the relationship of the 

early 1900 depot to the train track would be destroyed by the 

complete destruction of the tunnel. In order for the people to 

have something to see st the track level, the old stesm locomo

tive located in Oscar Rose Park should be placed on the passenger 

train side track on the elevated track. This saves the relation

ship of the depot to the tracks and train and restores the rela

tionship of the train to the traintrack rather than to a remote 

unused portion of a city park. The train becomes an exhibit of 

the museum here, where other train cars may be added at a later 

date, so that visitors may go through, view, and re-live what it 

might have been like when the trains were a people transpo-r̂ ter in 

Abilene. 
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Interior Relationships 

From the entrance one enters into the lobby, which is the 

central feeder space and collector for the museu'̂  complex. The 

lobby also acts as an orientation and gathering ^lace. Grou^ 

tours will assemble their members here and will be given a brief 

orientation speech by the tour guide. 

A coattcloset is located to the right as one enters the 

lobby for the convenience of those who might wish to han^ their 

coats or hats and umbrellas. Since most people of the Southwest 

seldom use a coat check type of arrangement, a simple more abre-

viated closet was provided. It consistssofra simple shelf and 

clothes bar concealed partially by a reach-thru verticle grill-

work. 

To the left of the lobby as one enters, is the information 

and sales area. The clerk in this area will answer any general 

questions that a museum visitor might have as well as act as a 

control agent for the administrati"^e area, which is located 

behind the information/sales area and UP one half level. 

The administration consists of a combined position of 

director and curator, due to the relatively small size of the 

museum. 

The secretary/bookkeeper's area acts as a reception and 

waiting area for persons wishing to see the director, as well as 



Page 11 

working area for the secretary. Adjacent to the secretary's 

area is the storage/workroom which will contain supplies, dead 

file storage, and duplicating equipment. 

The directors office, located behind the secretary's area, 

for control reasons, will also act as the board meeting room. 

The meeting area was arranged as part of the literary area be

cause the use of the two areas will not often coincide. It should 

also be noted that the size of the board was reduced to six 

members due to size of the museum facility. During regular office 

hours, the conference table may be used as a layout table for 

exhibit plans and as extra work space by the director. 

The administrative area is located near the lobby and close 

to the main area of public activity for ease of access for busi

ness persons, ss well as the general public. The relationshin 

of the director to the exhibits and the public was considered 

somewhat more important than the director^ relationship to the 

work areas of the museum. Business associates, as well as digni

taries would probably not be very impressed to have to go to the 

basement, near the work areas, to visit the director. While the 

relationship of the director to the public was considered import

ant, his relationship to the work/storage area was not ignored. 

The administrative area is only a level and a half away from the 

work/storage area by way of the s-me comnlex of stairs, which 

lead to the ad'̂ '̂nistrative area. By this sâ ^̂e stairway, the ad

ministrative area is in close relationship to the lounge area 
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directly below. From the lounge area, through a lockable door, 

the basement is reached. 

The lounge has the same direct relationship to the public 

and the lobby as the administration does due to its location 

beneath the administration. The traffic flow for persons going 

to the rest rooms or the water fountain was kent out of the main 

lounge area. 

The multi purpose room was located with close access to 

the lobby so that it may be used during times when the exhibits 

are not o^en. Such times would include lectures, slide shows, 

demonstrations, meetings and receptions. 

The multipurpose room was given special considerations when 

considering its relationship to the exhibits, so that it may also 

function as an extension gallery in the sequence of exhibits. 

This room will also house traveling exhibits, when the need may 

arise. 

To accomodate two functions at one time, the multipurpose 

room is equined with a folding partition, which folds and stacks 

in the compartment on the north side of the room. Separate 

entrances were also provided to severe the separate areas created 

when the partition is in its extended position. 

Storage snare was provided for the storage of necessary 

equipment used in relationship to the functions of the multipur

pose room. 

Exhibits in the lobby area were provided to help lead the 
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v i s i t o r to the s t a r t i ng noint of the chronologically arranged 

exh ib i t s . The exhibit ga l le r ies were divided, somewhat loosely, 

in to pre-Abilene exhibi ts and Abilene exhibi t s . In order for one 

to be led in to the pre-Abilene exhibi t s , a photo mural or collage 

was placed on the r ight side of the entrance. On the le f t side 

of the entrance i s the case for temporary exhibits which wil l 

house the treasure of the month. 

Separate entrances to the two gal ler ies was provided so that 

v i s i t o r s not wishing to view the pre-Abilene exhibits could go 

d i rec t ly to the Abilene exh ib i t s . 

The nre-Abilene gallery exhibits were divided into early 

Indian t r i bes of the area; whiteman's early settlements, includ

ing ranches. Fort ^hantom, and Buffalo Gap; and the T & P r a i l 

road, which wil l act as a t rans i t iona l element between the two 

g a l l e r i e s . 

The Abilene gallery exhibits will continue from the rail

road exhibits and progress up̂  to present day Abilene. 

When the Texas and Pacific Railroad Depot is restored and 

gallery space is established within it, the major portion of 

railroad related exhibits will be placed there. Introductory 

exhibits will be maintained within the schem.e of the main museum 

gallery to keep the railroad within its proper perspective. 

Thes work areas of the museu'î  are located entirely on the 

basement level, due to the fact that ground floor space is more 

valuable as exhibit s-ace and related areas. Access to this 

area is by stairs through a lockable door at the lounge level. 
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Service access is from Cedar Street by ramp. A turn-around 

was provided so that service and delivery trucks can make rear 

end pick up or deliveries at the dock. The dock is equiped with 

an overhead door for large items and a regular passage door for 

people and small items. 

The mechanical room is located near the service entrance 

for ease of access for service. The shinping and receiving area 

is locatQinear the service entrance for convenience. 

The work and preparation area is also located close to the 

service entrance for convenience in bringing in large items and 

material used in the building of display cases and related props. 

This area will also be used for the preparation of items, which 

will either be put on display or in the collection storage. 

To h^lp in the moving of large items from the basement level 

up to the ground floor a large hydraulic elevator was provided. 

The elevator is located centrally in the basement for ease of 

access and centrally on the ground floor. The dual doors heln to 

relate the elevator to the exhibit galleries as well as the lot^ 

area and multi-purpose room. On the ground floor, sli'̂ ing panels 

were nrovi^ed to conceal the elevator from general view as well 

as provide extra wall exhibit space. 
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Materials 

As mentioned earlier the exterior materials were selected 

to correspond and be in harmony with those which are utilized on 

the site at the present time. 

Materials chosen for the interior were selected to give a 

warmth, which seems to be lacking in most museums. Flooring 

through the major portions of the public areas of the museum 

will be a dark oak narkay. Walls in exhibition areas will be 

panels covered with linen and burlap fabric. Rough barnwood 

panels may also be used to obtain special effects and contrast 

in the exhibits. 

The administrative areas will have oak paneling as an accent 

on walls unbroken by vertical windows. All wood trim, woodwork 

and doors will be oak. The choice of oak was made because of its 

use as a building material in the woodwork of buildings as well 

as decorative furniture and objects in the past. 

Structural 

The structural system chosen for the Abilene Historical 

Museum is a reinforced concrete system utilizing a U' waffle pan 

on a skew grid. Reasons for this choice include its adaptability 

to diagonal forms utilized in my design as well as its relation

ship to the concrete used in the depot building and the retaining 

wall. The decorative aspect of the waffle pan was another reason 
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for its selection. 

The walls consist of eight inch concrete block faced with 

Abilene common red brick. On the outside of the concrete blocks 

is a tar waterproofing. The concrete blocks are filled with a 

granular insulation. Interior surfaces of the nublic areas are 

nailed to one inch by two inch furring strips, whether they are 

disnlay panels, gypsum wall board, or wood paneling. 

Mechanical 

The environmental control system chosen for the Abilene 

Museum, due to its somewhat open plan and relatively small size, 

is a single duct system with reheat. This system consolidates 

all major equipment in the mechanical room, except the reheat ele

ment which is located near the room or module. Primary treated 

air is supplied at constant volume from, the central source thr

ough a single duct to room units, each of which is equipped with 

a small electric reheat coil. Induction type reheat units.- pro

vide convection heating when airside is off during nights and 

periods of non use. 

For convenience in the exhibit galleries a 6' electrical 

floor grid ;<ras proposed to provide flexibility in the arrange

ment of exhibit cases and panels, which utilize their own light 

source. 

General l ight ing in the gal ler ies and multi-purpose room is 

r^rovided by flourescent f ixtures with u l t ra v io le t f i l t e r s . 
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Specific lighting for exhibits is provided by soot lights on an 

8' grid. 

Lighting in the lobby area is by sky lights, flourescent 

fixtures and spotlights. 

The administrative areas, lounge, and basement are illumi

nated with flourescent fixtures. Fixtures in the basement level 

are equiped with ultra violet filters to cut down on har̂ f̂ul 

rays, which may damage fabrics and papers. 
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DESIGN SYNTHESIS 

The purpose of this museum is to provide a place where 

Abilene related historical material can be brought together as a 

collection and displayed in a logical and meaningful fashion. It 

is horded that the residents of Abilene could then identify with 

and take part in the heritage which is theirs. 

By placing the Abilene Museum on a site which has historic 

significance it is hoped that m.ore awareness can be stimulated in 

Abilene's history and heritage. Since the T & P de^ot does have 

historic significance to Abilene, I believe that is should re

main the dominate feature on the site. 

A museum is in a sense a storage facilit;, for history. 

Since the history of Abilene will be exhibited here, I feel that 

a complete shuting off of the outside light of Abilene would not 

be a-̂ prortriate. In order to give back the sense of openness to 

the museum and establish a contact *ith the outside I put a glass 

window band around the building at ceiling height. 

In designing the Abilene Historical Museum, I tried to main

tain a feeling of warmth in atmosphere, which for the most ^art is 

absent in museums. I also feel that there should be a hamony 

between the exhibits andithe museum. The museu-̂  and its exhibition 

props should compliment the exhibits. 


