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INTRODUCTION 

Man has always been a gregarious being. He 

searches for the companionship of his fellowraan and 

the devised group entertainment and sports. Ancient 

Agora, Roman Forum and Greek Olympic competition are 

but a few examples of the past. 

Today, a civic center is the place designated 

for public meeting, entertaining, refreshment of the 

mind and body, or for governmental offices, or the 

combination of both. 

The purpose of this programing is to provide 

the necessary information for the design of a central 

civic facility for Plainview. The city of Plainview 

is chosen as the proposed city because of the variety 

of activities existing in the city and the lack of 

such a central facility. 

Plainview is located in the southern Panhandle 

of Texas, in the northeastern portion of Hale County. 

The city is 46 miles north of Lubbock, 79 miles south 

of Amarillo, and 3^0 miles northwest of the Dallas-

Fort Worth area. 

With a growing trend of 2% increase Plain-

view present population is 22,060. The climate is 

temperate and characteristic of a dry steppe, with 



mild winters and hot summers. Rainfall averages 20 

inches annually, with the greatest rainfall in June 

and the least in November. Snowfall averages on 12 

inches each winter. The Plainview area receives ap

proximately 74^ of the total possible sunshine an

nually. Temperatures range from a maximum daily high 

of 92.6 in July, to a minimum daily low of 23.4 in 

January. Annually, there are an average of 78 days 
o 

with a maximum high temperature of 90 and above, and 

112 days with a minimum low of 32 and below. 



ACTIVITIES 

Plainview has a large number of social, cultural, 

educational, recreational and sport organizations which 

are very active in the community. Among these organizations 

some have members ranging from 200 people to 50 people with 

meeting frequency from as few as 5 times annually to as 

often as once every week. 

Most of these organizations do not have their own 

permanent facilities, while a few have buildings, which 

are either too small or deteriorated, as the headquarters. 

An example is the Plainview Art Association which has a 

small wooden construction located on Joliet Street as the 

home office of the club. It is definite inadequate for the 

meeting of its 200 members not to mention there is no studio 

space for art creation. 

Most of the people who are responsible for the 

organizations felt that facilities tied to form a civic 

center will not only benefit their members but also the 

whole community. 



Cultural Activities 

Activities under this catagory include art, music, 

education, youth and others. 

The most active organization is the Plainview Art 

Association. This organization has regular meeting six 

times a year and numerous workshops. 

Facilities required for this organization and other 

organizations of same nature include meeting space, space 

for studio work, exhibition, sale and offices. A detailed 

discussion of the required facilities will be followed in 

next chapter. 

Several garden clubs exist in Plainview. These clubs 

frequently have flower shows. It is felt that the art 

facility can be used by the garden clubs also. For instance, 

the exhibition space planned for art center will be an ideal 

place for flower shows, and the meeting area can be utilized 

by members of the garden clubs too. 

The community concert, music recitals from Wayland 

Baptist College and visiting performers form the most im

portant music activity in the city. Most of the music 

activities are held either in the Harrel Auditorium of 

Wayland College or at some local churches. The city does 

not have the facility to accommodate this type of cultural 

program. A concert hall with 1,000 seating capacity and 

proper stage as well as several smaller recital rooms for 

individual and small group performance will provide the 



facility for the music activity. 

Among all the existing organizations there is no 

drama organization, however a small theater in the Center 

for visiting performance or for college and public school 

drama productions will definitely open the public to this 

aspect of art. Such a theater will also provide a valuable 

adjunct to the convention facilities since it will provide 

the facility for after-hour entertainment for the conven

tion members. Properly designed this theater can also be 

used as a recital hall for music presentations, fashion 

shows, pageants, and others. 

This theater will be small in scale, probably will 

include a 500-seat auditorium, green rooms, scenery shop, 

box office and other spaces needed for theater productions. 



Library 

Presently Plainview has Unger Memorial Library with 

31,000 volume collection. The Library is located on Austin 

Street. Since library is an important unit in urban plan

ning its desirable location will be near the heart of the 

retail section of the city. A new library in the Civic 

Center which is on the edge of the CBD will not only create 

more cultural activities in the Center but will also be

nefit those who are presently not served by the Unger 

Library. 

A basic decision which may affect the planning of 

the library is controls. The current trend favors circu

lation of library materials and services available to the 

public rather than preservation of properties. This trend 

poses control problems. Unless certain electronic equipments 

are used or adequate supervision is provided the control of 

the flow of library materials will be totally depended 

upon the architectural design to prevent thievery. 

In order that the library may be manageable under 

the most adverse conditions which may possibly develop in 

the future, the planning should provide for future instal

lation of electronic device. 

If library is to be included in the Center, it is 

believed that mutually advantageous relationship can be 

developed through the coordination of the art, perform

ing, and music facilities since the library can serve 



as a resource center. The music and performing facilities 

can at the same time provide spaces for lectures and meet

ing needed for library use. 
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Information Service 

An area where multi-media presentations to groups 

large and small; local citizens and visitors will be 

the true pride of the citizens. This can be best illustrat

ed by the editorial which appeared in Plainview Daily Herald 

on May 9.1974» 

A San Antonio couple, plan to attend commencement 

exercises at Wayland College. Before coming, they wrote the 

Chamber of Commerce this week inquiring as to location of 

"the famous Plainview Early Man site" . 

It isn't unusual for people to feel that way. Re

quests for information regarding the site are received by 

the Herald at the rate of at least five per year. The 

Chamber of Commerce and other organizations also receive 

requests--—. 

While all of this doesn't make it a national tour

ist attraction, it does point up the importance of eventual

ly establishing some type of informative and educational 

facility . 

This information service center will be the ex

hibition place for Llano Estacado Museum Advisery Board, 

Hale County Historical Society, and other organizations 

to present a complete look at the American West, the in

fluence of Spanish and English upon this region. The 

Health Council and the Young Homemakers can also use this 

facility to present informations concerning health, and 



homemaking techniques. 

In addition to the above functions this center 

should be the place rendering services to visitors who 

are not familiar with the Civic Center or the city. It 

should also be the place for local people to come in, sit 

and relax. 
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Sport and Recreation Activity 

Mr. Charles E. Doll, Superintendent Emeritis of the 

Minneapolis Park Board once defined recreation as " the re

freshment of the mind or body or both through some means 

which is in itself pleasureful. "•'• Plainview needs facility 

solely for this purpose. 

An Olympic-sized swimming pool in the center will 

help considerably in the establishment of a recreation 

program for the city because no pool of this size adequate 

for competition exists in Plainview. 

The establishment of a playground with indoor day 

care facility will serve the children whose parents are 

busily occupied with the civic activities. Connected to 

this playground could be several playfields primarily for 

organized games such as little league baseball, softball, 

and volleyball as well as indoor facilities for table 

tennis, pool, youth meeting and dance. 

An open area for informal recreational activities 

like kite flying, picnicking and a system of bicycle trials 

will further serve the need of the youth. 

1. Bill A. Chevalier & Thomas A. Musiak, Running Water Draw 

Regional Park, Development Plan and Report, 19^7• p.8 
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Meeting and Convention Activity 

Organizations like Rotary Club, Lion Club and others 

have regular local meetings at least once a week, and also 

have district or regional conventions in Plainview. Some 

of the conventions have drawn attendance up to six hundred 

people to the city. The Plainview Kennel Club even attracts 

two thousand some entries for its national dog shows. The 

National Pastor Convention, which is more an event belong

ing to Wayland College, is in Plainview annually. 

The meeting places for the above organizations are 

scattered around the cityi some in the Country Club, some 

in Hilton Inn and some others in Holiday Inn. Due to the 

inadequacy of facility sometimes part of the meeting will 

take place in one end of the city while the other part of 

the meeting will have to go to the other end of the city. 

If facilities for convention use is to be located 

in the Civic Center, it is believed that the scale of the 

facility should be for regional, district, and local con

ventions only rather than planning it to such a scale that 

it will accommodate national or state level conventions. 

This means the convention facility should not exceed the 

capacity of seven hundred conventioners. The reason is 

that with the completion of Lubbock Memorial Civic Center 

the facility there will handle most of the large conventions, 

and it is not economically feasable to have another large 
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convention facility in Plainview while the two cities are 

merely forty-six miles apart. Also that looking back at 

the past trend, Plainview, due to its geographic location 

seldom attracts conventions of large scale. However, facili

ties for large conventions are also needed for small ones. 

The only difference lies in the scale of the facilities. 

Other than adequate lodging the facilities for 

convention require exhibition space, assembly room, meeting 

room, banquet room and meal service. Details of the facili

ties will be discussed in next chapter. 
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Government Activity 

The new city hall, municipal court, and police 

station are one block away from the proposed Civic Center. 

After the center is completed,a covered mall-type connection 

or a green boulevard between the center and the city hall 

complex will tie these two civic facilities even closer. 

The city fire station is presently located on the 

site. It seems logical to locate the fire station with other 

civic facilities to create more action, but since the fire 

station is an emergency unit of the city, the maneuver re

quires unobstructed traffic in order to be efficient. With 

all the activities going on in the Civic Center the traffic 

load is expected to increase tremendously. The traffic flow 

along the center will therefore hinder the entering and leav

ing of the fire engines if the fire station is to stay in 

the Civic Center. Therefore, in order to serve the emer

gency need of the people effectly, it is proposed that the 

fire station be relocated outside the Civic Center. 

\ TEXAS TECH LIBRARY 
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FACILITIES 

Art Center 

Facility required for creation and display of 

visual art includes: 

(a) several studio class rooms for a minimum of 

twenty students each. Studio space should be designated 

for two dimensional and three dimensional art work. 

For two dimensional art work space and equipment 

should be suitable for oil painting, water color painting, 

acrylic painting,print making, drawing and also possibly 

a darkroom facility for photography. For three dimensional 

work space should be provided for jewelry making, pottery, 

carving, welding, and foundry. The location of the foundry 

and kiln has to be well ventilated. 

(b) exhibition area with wall material suitable 

for mounting art work and ample space for free standing 

sculpture. An outdoor semi-closure space for sculpture 

work will be another exciting feature of this space. 

Ceiling for exhibition area should be equipped 

with spot light grill and recessed lighting fixtures. 

To be fully appreciated by the public this area 

will be best included in the Information Center or near 

the library. 

(c) small lecture rooms with chalk boards and pro

jection screens. One of these lecture rooms should be also 

equipped with audio-visual equipments like movie and video 
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tape projectors. 

(d) reference area for books and plates. It is 

possible that this space be included as part of the library. 

(e) sales shop can be included in the exhibition 

area for the rental suid sale of the art items. 

(f) office space for reception, secretary, directors 

are also required. Space for judging and storing of art 

items received prior to an exhibition should be included 

too. 

(g) workroom and storage space for class preparation, 

storage and repair of materials should be provided. This 

space should be conveniently located to the studios. 

In addition to the above facilities Mrs. Polly 

SoRelle of Plainview Art Association also suggested that 

lockers be so designed that they will be large enough for 

the storage of streched canvas and painting tools to re

lieve the burden of carrying the canvas back and forth from 

home for each workshop. More than one entry to the studio 

is also highly desirable. Finally she also suggested that 

the service sink be large enough to soak standart-sized 

water color paper. 
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Concert Hall 

As mentioned in the previous chapter, the concert 

events have to go to the college auditorium due to a lack 

of such facility in the city. A concert hall in the Civic 

Center will provide the facility for such events. This 

concert hall should contain full capacity for all types of 

road shows and provide large seating capacity for conven

tions when the hall is not used for concert purpose. 

Judging from past concert attendance, it is felt 

that the seating capacity of this concert hall should not 

exceed 1,000 people. One or two small recital rooms with 

capacity no more than 250 people in addition to the concert 

hall should be included too. 

Seating arrangement that will provide the most 

comfortable sight line is essential. People in the back 

rows should not have to crane their necks, likewise people 

in the lower rows should not have to raise their heads in 

order to see performance on the stage. 

Besides the seating arrangement, the most serious 

problem for a concert hall is that people frequently trip 

and fall on the aisle stairs. Special attention has to go 

to the design of the treads if there is any. Well lighted 

aisle will also ensure a pleasant and safe concert eveing. 

"Acoustics** is the key word of the design of the 

concert hall. Knowledge of accurate formulas for determing 

the amount of sound absorbing material and its placement 
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and distribution, the time character of the sound, the 

effect of pitch, noise control, temperature, and humidity 

will be involved. Optimum result of the "science of acoustics" 

and the "art of acoustics" will require the consulting of 

acoustics engineers. 
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Library 

Before a library building may be designed, the 

typical elements have to be studied in order to estimate 

approximate floor area. For convenience it is suggested 

that twenty-five square foot be allowed for each seat 

in reading and reference area, and seven square foot 

per one hundred volumes of books. 

Space for the following should be provided* 

reference and reading storage 

adults office for directors, 

children assistant directors 

lecture business office 

periodical and newspaper technical services 

documents workroom for binding 

music and repairing 

special collection staff lounge and 

maps rest rooms 

outdoor reading freight delivery and 

facilities for the blind shipping 

public restrooms maintenance and custodial 

It is desirable to maintain only one complete 

card catalog, and it should be located conveniently 

to the reading and reference area, circulation desk, 

technical services department, and bibliography depart

ment. 

Many of the books may be kept on shelves in the 
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reading and reference areas, but the use of open stack 

is more common. Open stacks usually require reading 

tables and carrels. 

For the circulation of books and other library 

materials desks must be provided for registration, 

charging, and return as well as desks for readers* 

advisery. 

Among the different facilities which may be 

provided for the public are exhibition space for 

visual art. This space can be combined with the Art 

Center if the location is properly designed. Space for 

micro-film equipment and book display cases should be 

provided also. 

For children's depart, a separate outside 

entrance is desirable. A low charging desk should be 

near the entrance but there should be room for a wait

ing line to form inside. Catalog and reference material 

should be nearby. Visual control may be achieved by 

use of glass partitions and low shelves. Ample storage 

space is essential. A nook for story telling, perhaps 

with a small st£ige and a puppet stage can be an in

teresting feature. 

Sound control for the entire library can be 

achieved by careful selection of building materials 

and the arrangement of the interior space so that the 
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noisy section of the library will be separate from the 

quiet section. 

Providing sufficient lighting either natural 

or artificial or combination of both is also an important 

aspect in the library design. 
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Information Center 

This area should be a central focal point 

for the entire Civic Center. Its function is to 

serve many activities and to support other facili

ties. It should be so located that it will relate 

to the Library, Convention Center, Art Center, 

Youth Center and even to the parking lot in order 

that it may serve this function. It should have the 

capacity and versatility of serving such activities 

ast 

(a) special information presentation multi

media in concept. Information concerning the city, 

the region, the past influence, and the future goals 

of this city will be presented here through sound, 

slides, films aind graphics. 

(b) additional exhibition space for museum, 

library and art center. 

(c) rest areas for the visitors and the 

local people to simply sit and relax. 

(d) a place, easily recognized, that serves 

as an orientation or reference to those unfamiliar 

with the Civic Center layout. 

The design and decoration of this area should 

be warm and inviting rather than a cold and rigid 

business office. 
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Convention Facility 

Over the past years most of the conventions 

held in Plainview have delegates from six hundred 

people to one hundred people. This will provide a 

guide-line for the planning of the convention facili

ty. 

The required facility includesi 

(a) one meeting room to seat seven hundred 

delegates. This area may have stage and platform. 

(b) one room to seat two hundred and fifty 

members, two rooms to seat one hundred each, and 

four rooms to seat seventy each. 

The smaller roqms presumedly will be heavi

ly used by the local service organizations, but 

proper scheduling of events will also allow these 

rooms be used for local PTA conferences, lectures, 

recitals, etc.. 

(c) exhibition space for trade shows. For 

regional or district convention use, a total of 

2,500 square foot floor area should be sufficient. 

The design of the exhibition space should 

have the minimum columns so that ample space will 

be provided for exhibit booth. The floor of this 

area needs to be capable of sustaining heavy loading. 

Vertical clearance of twenty foot minimum movable 

space is also desirable. Partitions should be pro-
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vided to divide the space into two or more sections. 

Utility outlet for 110 volt, 220 volt and 440 volt 

electricity, hot and cold water, gas, telephone 

should be available throughout the exhibition area. 

(d) banquet room able to seat the total 

number of delegates is needed too. Again, like the 

exhibition area, partitions should be provided to 

divide the banquet room into different small sec

tions when the number of the delegates does not -

require a large banquet space. 

(e) kitchen tied to the banquet room to 

provide catering facility. A full food serving 

fâ cility may not be needed at first demand, however, 

space for food preparation, for warm and cold stor

age, for plating and serving will be required. Wash

ing equipment for clean-up is also needed. Loading 

and unloading space as well as trash and garbage 

disposal have to be taken into consideration too. 

Space for further expEinsion into a full 

catering service should also be included in the 

planning of the kitchen facility. 

(f) storage and workroom—-With exhibition 

and banquet facilities there will be a large number 

of chairs and tables for the convention use. When 

these chairs and tables are not in use, several 
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storage areas will be needed for storage purpose. 

A minimum of 15,000 square foot storage space has 

to be planned. At least one of these storage areas 

should be equipped with delivery dock for truck 

entry. 

(g) Lobby area for conventioners to meet, 

family members to wait, notices be posted and 

registration handled, should be included. Adjacent 

to this area several small offices for the delegate 

committee use are also necessary. 

(h) Service areas like rest rooms, janitorial 

space are also required. 
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Sport and Youth Facilities 

The establishment of an Olympic-sized swim

ming pool will create a more active reacreational 

program and competition for the town people. This 

swimming pool will be best an "indoor and outdoor" 

facility, that is, it is open to the air and can be 

covered with an airdome or a permanent structure when 

necessity arises. The advantage of an "indoor and 

outdoor" pool is that it eliminates the cold, damp 

order, which is frequently mixed with chlorine, 

usually found in a public indoor pool. It also enable 

the pool to be fully utilized in the winter. 

Bleacher seating for five hundred people 

and necessary dressing room as well as support area 

should be provided also. 

An indoor gymnasium for basketball, weight 

lifting, space for dance exercise with mirror walls 

and horizontal bars and four outdoor lighted tennis 

courts are other features of this Center. 

Baskets, locker space, shower facility and 

toilet space should be provided in the dressing 

room. Floor for the dressing room should not be slip

pery when it is wet. 

Adjacent to the Sport Center will be a Youth 

Center. A place where the young citizens can meet 

and play pool, table tennis or roller skate. 
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Activities to go into the Youth Center can be both 

self-directed activities and organized or guided 

activities, however, a supervision office should 

be conveniently located. To be successful the youth 

must actively participate in the management and 

operation of the Center. 

A snack bar can be provided, however, if 

location allows a central snack bar both serving the 

Civic Center complex and the Youth Center, this will 

be most ideal. 

The amount of space alloted for the youth 

activity should not be less than 10,000 square foot. 
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SUPPORT FACILITIES 

Center Office 

The effective operation of the Civic Center 

depends a great deal upon the management and plan

ning of the programs to go into the Center. To 

attain the full utilization of the Center, a suite 

of central offices that are centrally located should 

be included in the Center. 

Office for the center director, assistant 

director and secretaries should be provided with a 

reception area for the public. In addition one or 

two conference rooms are necessary to coordinate 

different departments in the Center. Sufficient 

workroom for printing work, mailing and receiving 

and storage space should be included along with a 

business office for handling the rental of the 

Civic Center space. 

A suite of offices leased by the local service 

organizations can be included for future expansion 

of the Center. 

Telephone Service 

An area for telephone operation and switch 

board needs to be included in the Center. This area 

can be located in the central office. 



28 

Central Heating and Cooling Plant 

With the facilities and activities in the 

Civic Center, a central plant providing steam and 

chilled water to mechanical equipment throughout 

the Center should not be excluded in the planning. 

A tunnel system for distribution of these lines 

should be included. This tunnel can also serve as 

a maintenance corridor and shelter for tornado. 

Parking 

Sufficient space should be provided for 

automobile parking in the Center. A minimum of 

1,200 parking space is needed. Since the site has 

ample space and a parking structure is not econo

mically feasible, parking should be primarily de

signed on grade level only. 

Parking area should be carefully considered 

in relation to the Center and activity. Several 

parking lots with landscaped areas will not only 

provide more efficiency but will also enhance the 

overall look of the Center than a big vacant lot 

for 1,200 cars. 

Separation of pedestrian and vehicular 

traffic should be another major consideration of 

the design of the parking space. Recessing the 

parking drives and elevating pedestrian ways will 

ensure the safety of the pedestrian. 
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Mall 

One way to achieve an integrated Center 

will be connecting each activity complex by means of 

enclosed mall at the pedestrian level. This will 

also have the advantage of protecting the people 

when they go from one complex to another. 

Landscaping 

The Center will not be completed without 

land reserved for development of landscaping. 

Landscaping can be an effective adjunct to parking 

areas when they are vacant. Also the landscaped area 

will provide the citizen to walk or stroll or sim

ply to sit down and enjoy a beautiful setting. 

During the summer time it will also provide plea

sant shade for people outside the Center. 

Along with the landscaped area a wading 

pool for the children and/or a fountain will add 

to the life of the Center and enhance the image 

of the Center being truly a people's place. 
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SITE 

At present time the city of plainview has two 

proposed sites for civic facility. The first site is 

included in the master plan for Running Water Draw 

Regional Park. This site is located between west of 

Joliet Street, north of the Hale County Airport and 

east of Quincy Street.(MAP I & II of APPENDIX) 

The second possible site which is not included 

in the city master plan but is suggested by the city 

manager Mr. Pharr. The site lies north of E. Sixth 

Street, south of W. Ninth Street, west of Elm Street 

and east of Ash Street. A total of thirty some acres 

of land.(MAP I of APPENDIX) 

Criteria for Site Selection 

The most important criterion of selecting 

the location of a Civic Center will be the citizen. 

It should be a people's place, a place to serve the 

people. Its location should be easily accessible to 

all people either on foot or in a vehicle. 

The second most important criterion will be 

that the Civic Center should be so located that it 

will fit into the total comprehensive plan of the 

city so that with the establishment of this Center it 

will help the city achieving the goals and objectives 

set up by the city. 



31 

with the two most important criteria establish 

ed, it is easy to compare the two available sites and 

select the more ideal one. 

The site in the Running Water Draw Regional 

Park has its best advantage of land availability. 

The land available for the park development is ap

proximately 960 acres. The land is inexpensive to 

acquire and is ready for development since there is 

no permanent structure on the site. 

However, there are several drawbacks on this 

site. Since the Regional Park is on the very edge of 

the city limit, there is no street directly going 

through the site for the proposed Center. If the 

Civic Center is to be located there, additional 

streets have to be constructed otherwise accessibility 

will be very difficult. Another disadvantage related 

to the location is the site is far away from the 

people. It is too remote to attract people. A situ

ation that is contradictory to the most importsint 

criterion. 

Most of the Running Water Draw Park land is 

within the flood zone. If the Civic Center is to be 

located there, during the rain season traffic to the 

Center is almost impossible. There are plans to con

struct dams for flood controls of this area, however, 

unless the dams are actually constructed, the Civic 
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Center should not be located there. 

Besides the above disadvantages, the site is 

also adjacent to the city cemetary and the Regional 

Airport. The implication people usually associate 

with the cemetary, and the noise of the airplanes 

make this site even more undesirable for the establish

ment of the Civic Center. 

The other site is at the edge of the CBD. 

The major disadvantage of this site is that the 

land is presently occupied by a fire station, which 

is proposed to be relocated outside the Center, a 

lumber yard, a mechanic garage, several retail shop 

and some deteriorated residence houses. The purchase 

of the land will have to deal with more than forty 

different property ownners. The site is also edged by 

a railroad track. However, the first problem should 

be able to be solved without much difficulty except 

it may not be as inexpensive as the site on the Run

ning Water Draw Regiohal Park, The elimination of the 

railroad track is also possible. 

Since this site is near the heart of the 

CBD, and the city presently devotes large amount of 

man power and energy to redevelop and rejuvenate the 

CBD, the establishment of the Civic Center in this 

area will go along with the goals and objectives of 

the city. 
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Presently one-third of the streets in this 

area are paved with brick, and the remainder asphalt. 

Three-fourths of all the streets in this area are in 

good condition auid the majority have curb and gutter. 

The site has a total of thirty acres of land. 

The land in this area is fairly flat with elevation 

difference less than six foot from end to end. Besides 

the railroad track on the east, the site is surrounded 

by the city court house, the city's major retail stores, 

and two public schools. Plainview Daily Herald will 

locate their new facility around the proposed site 

also. The site is presently served by three ten-

inch sewer lines and one twelve-inch line as well as 

several twelve- and ten-inch water lines. 

The Center needs to be so planned that when 

future expansion is required, the expansion direction 

will go east and west due to that the south and north 

are surrounded by the public schools. 
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OTHER DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

The design of this Civic Center, both exterior 

and interior should recognize the social need of the 

handicapped. Proper equipment and design feature should 

never be neglected to aid these people using the Center 

A complete and integrated system of exterior 

lighting will further insure the full utilization of 

the Center at all times. It will also provide dra

matic illumination as well as provide safety and 

security. 
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COSTS AND FINANCING 
« 

Approximate expenditures* 

land 500,000.00 

parking 135t 000.00 

landscaping —100,000.00 

facilities 

library 1,000,000.00 

convention facilities-1,500,000.00 

theater 700,000.00 

concert hall 145,000.00 

information center 500,000.00 

art center 270,000.00 

youth center 330,000.00 

sport center 1,5000,000.00 

offices 75.000.00 

central plant 500,000.00 

5,885,000.00 

contingency 160,000.00 

total 8,000,000.00 

Present amended Urban Renewal Application allows 

25^ of the 8 million costs towards the city's share of 

the total project. Since the Civic Center will be the 

property of the city, it will be eligible for the 
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municipal bond election to raise the rest of the total 

project costs. Money from the rental of the facilities 

is supposed to be sufficient for the utility and main

tenance costs. 
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PHASING SCHEDULE 

The amount of money for the construction of 

the Civic Center will be so large that it will take 

several phases to complete the Center. A priority of 

order according to the need of the facility should 

be established. 

The first phase of construction will see the 

completion of the Concert Hall with its 1,000-seat 

auditorium, the Art Center, the Youth Center, several 

parking areas with total capacity of seven hundred 

cars and portion of the central plant. Space should 

be reserved for future expansion of the central 

plant during the second phase. 

The second phase will include the construction 

of the Olympic-sized swimming pool with its supporting 

facility and dressing room large enough for other 

sport complex which will be included in the third 

phase, the Convention Center, the Information Center, 

and two additional parking areas to add up the total 

capacity to 1,000 cars. At this phase the central 

plajit will be also completed. 

The final phase will see the completion of 

the Library, the central office, the tennis courts, 

and other sport and recreation facilities. Extra 

parking area will enable the Center to reach its 
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maximum capacity of 1,200 cars. Landscaping will be 

also finished with a fountain or reflection pool. 
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CONCLUSION 

Citizen participation should be the chief 

goal of all social, service, cultural, educational, 

and recreational activities presently exist in the 

city. It is hoped that with the establishment of 

the Civic Center the reward will not only be the 

personal enrichment of spiritural life, but also the 

acceleration of interaction among the citizens. 

The diagram on page 40 shows the relation

ships among each facility of the Civic Center. It 

is believed that function and quality should be the 

goal of the design of this Center. A space that houses 

several types of activities does not function well, is 

a failure by itself. Also as mentioned before the 

Civic Center is the place of each individual citizen 

of Plainview, the Center should indicate the strength, 

the desires, and the dreams of the citizens throiigh 

its location and architectural expression. 
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PROGRAM AGENDUM 

The need of a city-owned facility to house the culture, 

recreational, and meeting activities for the city of Plainview is 

expressed by most of the city officials and social leaders. The 

program prepared last semester outlined the facilities which are 

presently lacking and will be a great asset to the city to accommo

date the activities. The program called for the establishment of a 

concert hall, a theater, an art center, a convention facility, and a 

sport and youth center. However, judging from the present population 

of Plainview and its growing rate, it is felt that the city is not 

expected to obtain enough budget to support the construction of all 

the facilities proposed. Furthermore, with its present population of 

22,700, the proposed facilities can seldom be fully utilized. From 

the economical and full utilization viewpoint, a facility with the 

ability to house varied activities without sacrificing the quality of 

the activities is a more logical solution to meet the present and 

future need of the city. 

Looking at the past programs of cultural and social activities 

the most important events include dramas presented by the local schools 

and traveling groups, concert activities such as symphonies and recitals, 

pageants, art and garden activities, and a limited number of regional 

conventional meetings. An art center with a multi-purpose auditorium 

will serve as an adequate facility to house the above-mentioned events. 



The auditorium and the sport facility with an Olympic-sized 

swimming pool have long been under the consideration of the city, and 

in fact, they are included in the city's comprehensive plan. 

The design of the Civic Center for Plainview has been scaled 

down to meet the practical limitation; however, the phasing schedule 

follows the same pattern as planned in the program prepared last 

semester. The first phase will include the art center, the auditorium 

and some parking facilities. The second phase will include the con

struction of the sport center, the youth center and the Olympic-sized 

swimming pool with its supporting facility as well as some additional 

parking space. Due to the scope of the project and the time limit, 

the actual design for the Civic Center will only be carried out for 

the first phase of construction. 
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

I. Multi-Purpose Auditorium 

A. Public Areas 

The chart below shows the typical flow of the audience to and 

from the auditorium. It governs the basic layout of the auditorium. 

Chart 1 
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Once an auditorium patron gets out of his car and before he 

reaches the auditorium, he is exposed to the natural elements — the 

wind, the rain, or the sun when the weather is severe. An ideal situ

ation will be to shorten the distance the patron has to travel from 

his parked car to the auditorium. This can be done in such a way that 

the parking is adjacent to the auditorium, above or below the auditorium 

or a covered mall from the parking area to the auditorium is provided. 

Chart 2 

f^j^^iH^ 

Auditorium patrons habitually stand just inside the doors of the 

foyer. Therefore doors are best placed on the long dimension of the foyer, 

Patrons having seats bought in advance must cross the foyer, as shown in 

the first chart. The direction of the queues at ticket windows must be 

so arranged as not to interfere with the straight path from foyer to the 

lobby door. This is illustrated below: 



Chart 3 

^^immt^ 

The flow from the foyer to the lobby should be so planned as to 

provide short, straight paths to the aisles, stairs, and elevators. The 

lobby is principally a distribution area. Like the foyer, its efficiency 

is measured not only by its size, but also by its arrangement. If the 

head usher standing inside the lobby door can direct each patron to his 

aisle or staircase by a route which will not involve the crossing of the 

route of any other patron, or even have tangential contact therewith, 

the lobby may be small but adequate. 

The complicating factor in the lobby design is the access to 

the lounge and coat room. Access to the lounge from the lobby should 

follow a one-way path as shown below: 



Chart 4 
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As a unit of the Civic Center it is more desirable to see the 

auditorium as part of the whole art center rather than a separate 

entity. The auditorium lobby provides a very good opportunity to bring 

the art center and auditorium close together. This is done by provid

ing direct access to the art exhibition area. 

B. Sight and Acoustics 

Once the patron enters the auditorium, the design is governed by 

how he sees and how he hears. Given a full view of the performer, there 

is a limit to the distance at which he can project his performance and 

hold his audience. This depends partly on his skill and partly upon the 

eyesight and acuteness of hearing of the audience. There are theories 

determining the sight line, but most of them are basically similar. The 

following chart illustrates how the sight line is established. 
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The audience and the performer communicate with each other not 

only through seeing but also through hearing. The audience wants to 

hear only what is part of the performance. He does not want to hear 

the auto horns, fire sirens, wind or rain outside the auditorium while 

the performance is in progress. Therefore the design of the auditorium 

must satisfy the perfect audibility of the performance, and protect the 

audience against distracting sounds. 

The acoustics control is a special science calling for the 

knowledge of an acoustic engineer. However there are requirements which 

have to be met in order to achieve the perfect audibility. 

Deeply overhung balconies should be avoided. Ceilings are prin

cipally distribution surfaces. When ceilings are laid out, they must be 

planned to reflect the sound back to the audience, either directly or 

via walls, but in such a manner that it will neither be concentrated in 

certain spots, nor reflect back and forth between parallel surfaces. 

Metal reflecting panels are a great help when the audience seats 

are deep. The reflectors furnish flexible lighting and sound projection 

positions and can in some cases be adjusted in height and angle to com

pensate for some acoustical shortcomings. 

C. Exits and Means of Escape 

Local and state ordinances govern buildings for public assembly. 

Satisfaction of the code requirements for emergency exits, plus provi

sion for the comfort and safety of the audience, will result in a house 

of a physical condition to allow the enjoyment of performances to the 

maximum. 
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To evacuate the audience in case of an outbreak of fire, the 

number of exits and their widths should be such as to permit an audi

ence to leave the auditorium in less than 2.5 minutes. the exits for 

the auditorium are planned to provide a minimum of one exit for each 

four rows of seats to ensure quick and orderly escape when an emergency 

arises, 

Chart 6 
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Exits for the balcony seats have sometimes been neglected by 

auditorium designers. (The Lubbock Municipal Auditorium provides no 

enclosed staircase for a fire exit.) The Uniform Building Code 

requires a minimum of two exits when the balcony occupancy is more 

than 10 people. An important requirement which should never be over

looked is the enclosed staircase. 
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D. Seating 

Judging from the past attendance in the auditorium of Wayland 

College in Plainview where present city activities take place, 1,300 

seating capacity for the proposed auditorium is adequate to handle 

the present and future need. 

Continental seating arrangement is chosen for the auditorium. 

This type of seating arrangement has the advantage of none of the best 

viewing positions being lost to aisles, and from the performers' point 

of view, the audience is undivided. As the space between the rows has 

to be wider, the audience furthermore has the added bonus of better 

knee room and nobody has to pop up like a jack-in-the-box when anyone 

else passes along the row. 

During an emergency panic situation the continental seating 

pattern also ensures greatest speed and safety to empty an auditorium 

because the audience does not have to analyze the traffic plan or look 

for exit positions. He just moves left or right and has an exit almost 

immediately available at the side walls. 

E. Stage Planning 

As an auditorium for varied uses, the selection of the stage has 

limited choices. An arena stage may have certain advantages for plays, 

dances, etc., but it is definitely unsuitable for music performance since 

the sound is lost due to the long distance from the performers to the 

nearest back wall. A proscenium stage with possible extension of side 
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stage and convertible orchestra pit to form a forestage will accommo

date a variety of performances. However this type of stage also has 

its drawback of separating the audience from the performers since the 

audience is kept in relative darkness during a performance regardless 

of the time of the day of the scene being enacted. Nevertheless, this 

separation of the performer and audience is not always undesirable. 

F. Orchestra Pit 

Music is an important auditory component of most production 

types, and an integral visual component in some. The usual position 

for the orchestra is in a pit between the audience and the stage. 

The conductor of the orchestra must be seen by both the orchestral 

players and singers at the same time but without interfering with 

the sight of the audience to the stage. 

Space needed for each musician is 10 square feet per person, 

except 20 square feet for a harp, and 50 square feet for a standard 

grand piano. 

As mentioned before, the orchestra pit should be designed so 

that when necessity arises, it can be lifted to form a forestage or 

an extended stage. 

G. Backstage Operation 

(a) Performer's Accommodation 

The flow chart below shows a typical movement of a performer 

in the backstage. 
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In most cases a performer enters from the street and then 

changes his clothes, puts on make-up, dons his costume, and waits 

for call. Certain spaces have to be provided for dressing and 

waiting purposes. 
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A minimum of three dressing rooms with shower facilities should 

be provided, one for male performers, one for female performers, and 

one smaller room reserved for star performers. Equipment for the dress

ing room includes clothes- and costume-hangers, mirror, and a make-up 

table. The location should be near the stage, but not necessarily 

adjoining it. 

Chart 8 
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A minimum space of 300 square feet is required where the man

ager can check the cast, assemble choruses, the performers wait for 

call to stage and meet the audience after the performance. This space 

(green room) also acts as a sound lock preventing noises from the dress

ing rooms from filtering through to the stage. 

Equipment which will go into this green room includes lounge 

furniture, tables, smoking accessories, and a full-length mirror. Its 

location should be near the stage and the dressing rooms. 

Besides the dressing rooms and green room, space should be pro

vided for quick costume change and rehearsal purposes. Most often the 

rehearsal space will have to serve as a chorus dressing room, therefore, 

make-up tops and mirrors should also be planned to go into this space. 

(b) Production Spaces 

Essential to the effective operation of an auditorium is a system 

of passage ways which connects all working and operating positions by the 

most direct and easiest routes. This principle applies to the flow of 

the materials, scenery and costumes brought in to the backstage. 

Plainview at the present time has no theater organizations. It 

is assumed that even later on, when a theater organization is formed, the 

scenery and costumes will still have to be brought in. The following 

flow chart (Chart 9) explains how the scenery is delivered to the back

stage. 

A separate service entry from the street is desirable, but entry 

from the parking lot to the backstage also functions well since the 

scenery has to be brought in or taken out before and after the perform

ance. The parking lot will be mostly vacant during the delivering time, 
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therefore the flow of the service truck will not interfere the flow 

of the vehicles of the patrons on the parking lot. 

Space needs to be provided for the inspection, repair and 

storage of the scenery and costumes before they are set up. 

When the performance is finished, the scenery will be dis

mantled and a reversed flow will ship the scenery out of the 

auditorium. 

II. Art Center 

A. Reference Library 

As the art complex will house different activities, it will be 

the best place to provide additional cultural, as well as educational 

information. A reference library with books, plates, records and other 

media will serve this purpose. This reference library is located on 
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the street level, a convenient place for people visiting the art 

gallery, the auditorium, or the art center. Equipment includes book 

racks, desks, and racks for oversized plates. No check-out facility 

is provided since the city library is located several blocks away. 

A down-to-floor window panel provides an inviting atmosphere from 

outside and a pleasant view looking into the fountain for those sit

ting inside the library. 

B. Art and Crafts Studios 

The studio space is located on the second floor. With two 

vertical elevators in service, circulation provides no difficulty. 

The crafts studio is separated from the painting studio since there 

will be some light welding and hammering for people participating 

in jewelry making and other crafts creation. 

Skylight is introduced through the court and also through the 

window openings. Locker space is also provided for storage of the 

stretched canvas and tackle boxes. Sink space large enough to soak 

watercolor paper and clean up the pigments is provided. The studio 

walls looking into the auditorium have large window openings. People 

in the auditorium will be able to come out of the auditorium and see 

through the window to discover another type of art form. 

C. Exhibit Space 

An enclosed gallery with wall surface suitable for hanging 

pictures provides the necessary exhibit space. The exhibit gallery 
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is located on the street level, however, people on the second floor 

will be able to see through the gallery from the glass wall of the 

upper gallery. 

This gallery displays painting, sculpture, and is an ideal 

spot for garden and flower shows. An open plaza is also provided for 

out-of-doors art exhibit. This plaza with plantings and benches not 

only serves as the exhibit space but also provides a relaxing environ

ment for people in the auditorium to come out during the intermission 

and enjoy the summer night breeze, or for the city people to come sit 

and enjoy a park-like setting. 

D. Court 

The court area with skylight opening is an indoor extension 

of the plaza. It creates an indoor environment of its own. With its 

skylight opening, glass wall, and planting boxes, the court has the 

brightness of an outdoor space, but it functions as the lobby of the 

art center and the lobby of the auditorium balcony. When additional 

outdoor exhibit space is needed this court also serves as the ideal 

extension of the plaza. 



OVERALL DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

^* Site Consideration 

The auditorium is rather an inward looking space sealed from 

the outside world, the foyer and the art center, on the other hand, 

have opportunities of splendid views over parks, the open plaza, and 

other landscaped area. 

Kevin Lynch once said, "Access is the prerequisite to the 

usefulness of any block of space." Access can be defined as viewing, 

touching, or feeling. Here for the Civic Center it should be viewed, 

appreciated and participated in by all of the people. Access to the 

Center should never be obstructed by any barrier. The traveling from 

the city to the site and from one space to another should be also a 

pleasant experience in itself. Mini-parks, plantings, and sitting 

equipment not only provide a warm welcome to the city people but also 

furnish a place for people just to come and relax. 

B. Form Study 

Since the Art Complex is oriented toward the city which is 

west of the Civic Center, ample shaded area should be provided for 

this West Texas city. The general design concept is to provide shaded 

space against the daytime hostile sun and open space to welcome the 

evening breeze and open sky which are unique features of the South 

Plains. The basic form of the Art Complex is as follows: 

19 
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The design emphasizes the horizontal planes and vertical masses. 

Trees and water are also incorporated as the design elements since they 

render a refreshing feeling to the whole Center. 

C. Parking 

At the present time Plainview does not have any mass transit 

system. People visiting the Center will either walk or come in cars 

A parking space for 650 cars is included for the first design phase. 

The parking area is conveniently located adjacent to the Art Center 

Complex. Most of the parking is on grade since it is relatively 

cheap. However a limited number of underground parking is provided. 
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Since the underground parking is directly under the Art Center the 

distance one has to travel from the parking area to the Art Center 

is drastically reduced. This advantage plus the advantage of reduc

ing the asphalt paving on grade should compensate for the cost of 

underground parking. 

Raised pedestrian walks and lights are provided for on grade 

and underground parking to ensure the maximum safety of the pat] :rons. 

D. Access for the Disabled 

The Art Complex is so designed that a person in a wheelchair 

can enter any part of the Complex without having to negotiate any 

stairs. Changes in level is joined by ramp and vertical circulation 

is provided by elevators. 

E. Structure and Building Materials 

The Complex is supported by steel posts and beams, and fire-

proofed with concrete. Exterior surface is made of brick wall since 

brick has long been a traditional building material of Plainview. 

Public buildings surrounding the Civic Center like the City Hall and 

the Post Office are also constructed with brick. Brick for the new 

Civic Center will be an ideal way to harmonize with the environment. 

Interior materials include wood floor for the lobby to create 

a warm and welcome atmosphere. Aisles in the auditorium house are 

carpeted to reduce the noise level. Terrazzo floor for the Art 

Center creates a smooth yet rich and colorful walking surface. 
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Walls of the auditorium are made of textured aluminum panels. Tinted 

glass for the window openings of the Complex provides the natural 

light and yet shades away the glaze. 

F. Heating and Ventilation 

The schematic air conditioning system shows how the system 

works (see Chart 11). From the plenum chamber the air is drawn 

through the filter to have odors and dust particles filtered out. 

Heating coil from the boiler keeps the Complex heated during the 

cold days. The air is recirculated through the floor back to the 

mechanical system. Cooling is accomplished by piping a liquid 

refrigerant through the coil in the air duct. This system has the 

advantage of being self-contained and capable of a wide range of 

temperature control. The circulation of the air is from the ceiling 

to the floor to avoid a situation where the balcony will be over

heated while the orchestra shivers. Sound insulation is also a must 

for the auditorium ducts. 
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G. Conclusion 

As part of the whole Civic Center project the design of the 

Art Center and Auditorium is stressed to maintain unity with future 

expansion of the Youth and Sport Center. The linkage between the 

Art Center Complex and future facilities needs to be carefully 

analyzed. Again, Kevin Lynch said, "The links may be movement of 

people, goods, and wastes, or the communication of information, or 

they may be connections of amenity, such as the view afforded by a 

park. The linkages may even be negative, repulsions due to nuisance 

effects." To achieve the desired unity, future expansion needs to 

take into consideration all the elements. 
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