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hold the key in their hands to change the "world", but they do 

have the tools to make it. Architecture should not shy away 

from new methods or meanings, but celebrate and explore 

them. We must adapt and create from what exists, because 

it is all right here for us, we just need to rearrange things 

from time to time. This project is a vehicle to explore a new 

way of doing things and to show others that the existing 

environment can evolve to create new meaning, not only for 

itself, but for its' " type". 

The notion of new meaning has not come to me in a 

dream, but in the experiences of life. The evolution of objects 

is essential to prolonging life as we know it in America . Why 

is it that whenever we are done with something it is 

discarded? Why is it whenever something no longer fits our 

needs it is destroyed? Why? Is it a lack of imagination or just 

the typical way of doing things? Has technology become so 

advanced that objects made twenty years ago can no longer 

be used today? Where are the answers to these questions 

and has anyone cared enough to try and change these 

American notions? 
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To care, is something we all must do, but to research 

and try to find alternative ideas and ways to do things is what 

this thesis is all about. Not radical change, but simple, 

sensible and hopefully compelling . One should not establish 

a preconceived notion of what is to come. 
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Project Scope 

This facility will support the region by providing retail 

space for local businesses, providing conference centers for 

a large numbers of users, and supplying hotel 

accommodations to travelers, tourists, and business people. 

Contextual Summary 

This facility will utilize its excellent location to meet the 

above goals. The "American Monument" is located directly 

south of downtown Atlanta, and will be directly accessible 

from three major interstate highways. One of these interstate 

highways acts as a major artery connecting this area to 

Hartsfield International Airport , south of the site. The facil ity 

will also be directly linked to the new Olympic Stadium 

located less then 1/8 of a mile south. This linkage will be 

established through a visual, physical and support 

connection. Another major context issue is the Atlanta 

skyline to the north, which gives a strong visual orientation to 

the site. The site is a no man's land of vast parking, covering 

the entire site, 7.2 acres. The land was once a African -

American community which was destroyed to make room for 

the stadium. To the north, there is I - 20, and downtown 
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Thesis Statement 

The thesis for this project is: 

Architecture must change in order to survive in what 

has become the" new is better" world . Existing architecture 

must adapt to the changing world and create new 

experiences for its' users as well as create a new meaning 

for itself. 

Facility Type 

I propose to apply this concept or" issue", to what is 

currently Fulton County Stadium located in Atlanta , Georgia. 

This stadium or what will be later defined as an "American 

Monument" has been scheduled to be demolished in 1996, 

after the Summer Olympic Games. In order for it to survive, I 

am proposing to begin the evolutionary process by creating a 

new meaning and purpose for Fulton County Stadium. This 

"monument" will become a new support center for the Atlanta 

economy, tourist industry and the new Olympic Stadium. Due 

to the incredible amount of growth in the area in the last tens 

years, the need for convention and conference space has 

increased along with the need for hospitality and retail 

services south of the downtown area. 
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ARCHITECTURAL LSSUES 

a.dapt v. to make or become suitable for a 

new use or situation. 

Many theories have been conceived on the simple 

definition of adapt or adaptation. From biology and chemistry 

to architecture, the idea of adaptation has become a major 

topic of research and debate. Adaptive reuse programs in 

the architectural field, have become increasingly important in 

order to help maintain the environment as well as preventing 

the waste of millions of dollars. Nevertheless the notion of 

adaptation began with the study of cells and of human beings 

in the biological field. In order to understand how the theory 

of adaptation applies to architecture you must first 

understand it in terms of biology. 

John Holland, author of Adaptation in Natural and 

Artificial Systems, poses these fundamental questions while 

observing the process of adapting. 1 

-To what part of its environment is the organism 

adapting? 

Brandon. R. Adaptation and Environment. 

10 
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-How does the environment act upon the adapting 

organism? 

-What structures are undergoing adaptation? 

-What part of the history of its interaction with the 

environment does the organism retain? 

-What limits are there to the adaptive process? 

Even though all organisms are different, these basic 

questions apply to all. While attempting to answer these 

questions related to the organisms' environment, many 

obstacles will be uncovered, thus allowing the reasons for 

adaptation to be documented. These questions and 

obstacles will become the way to define the adaptive 

process. 2 

The adaptive process can be broken down into two 

known theories, the evolutionary process and the 

ontogenetic process. The ontogenetic process can be 

described with any number of examples. One example is that 

it can be an obligated process were an organism changes as 

a response to its immediate environment. 3 Another 

illustration of the ontogenetic process is the various ways 

that humans and other animals apply rules and learning skills 

Brandon, R. Adaptation and Environment. 
Brandon, R. Adaptation and Environment. 

II 
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to adapt to their environmental conditions. This is also called 

adaptability, not to be mistaken for the theory of adaptation. 

Adaptation can be defined by the application of the 

evolutionary process ,which is almost always related to the 

principles of Darwin. This is the process in which organisms 

change over "x" amount of time to adapt in an environment. It 

is within this process that in 1859 Darwin stated that "organs 

of extreme perfection and complication" are produced. 4 

Does architecture work within both of these theories 

or can one of them be discounted as purely biological? Well 

the answer lies within this program. Can adaptation be 

merely a coat of paint to help blend in with the changing 

environment or does it need to be something more? More? ... 

yes! I propose in this program to develop the idea of adaptive 

reuse through the biological theory of adaptation developed 

by Darwin. I believe that architecture which currently exists 

needs to change and give itself new meaning in order to 

survive the onslaught of the" new is better" world we live in. 

In order to accomplish this transformation, an analysis 

of possible uses should be formed to give a variety of 

directions for the existing structure to go. Fulton County 

Holland, J. Adaptation III Natural and Artlfical Systems 

12 a ____________________________________________________________________ ~ 
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Stadium has an incredible amount of potential uses that can 

create a new meaning for itself and give new experiences to 

its users. 

Many examples of adaptive reuse projects could 

apply, in theory, to this particular project. The New York 

Education Center in Albany, New York is an example of 

being able to increase total usable square footage by using 

double height spaces to their full potential. The architects 

involved with the reuse project added mezzanines inside the 

larger spaces with a minimal impact to the existing structure. 

This allowed for the existing building to maintain it's 

character while also giving "birth" to these new spaces. 5 The 

adaptation of a building is not limited to interior cosmetics, 

systems and mechanics must also adapt in order to allow the 

existing structure to function with its new use. 

The renovation of the Dwight Heald Perkin's 1912 

Lion House Building was conceived not on the notion of 

redesigning the interior characteristics but with the buildings 

systems, both HV.A.C. and lighting. The building was 

chemically cleaned and then the new systems were 

integrated into the existing structure and roof line, allowing 

Architectural Record . January. 1993 

13 
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for modern systems to be quietly placed inside of a historical 

monument located in Lincoln Park in Chicago. 6 Unlike these 

two examples of adaptation projects many are faced with the 

challenges of municipal laws, zoning in particular. 

Municipal laws are of course conceived to try and give 

some" order" to the urban structure of the city. 

Nevertheless, these laws can critically hurt urban life if they 

are not flexible enough to adapt, themselves, to the changing 

architectural world . The Clock Tower in San Fransico's South 

of Market district, adapted by architect David Baker, dealt 

with the problems of modern zoning. The building was 

originally zoned for commercial, which allowed for residential 

live-and-work capability. The problem arose when the 

original building was declared as a historical landmark, 

limiting the alterations to the site and structure. The architect 

created a new scheme to create a completely new interior 

without touching the old facades. Only the roof had to altered 

to meet the necessary load requirements and safety 

regulations. This also allowed for the history of the existing 

building to be celebrated not destroyed by renovation .7 

Architectural Record January 1993. 
Architectural Record January. 1993. 

14 
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Even though the history of a existing structure should 

be respected , it does not need to be emulated . Frank Isreal 

designed an addition to a small suburban home, in 1989, 

which complemented the existing structure but also 

established its own character and meaning. Fashion 

designer Michele Lamy and artist Richard Newton needed 

more space for a studio, plus the addition of a bedroom and 

family room. They wanted II something different" but nothing 

that would disturb the neighbors. Isreal according to the April 

1989 edition of Architectural record , " established a polite 

coexistence, not an abrasive confrontation, with the 

clapboard and pitched roof vocabulary of the existing 

house. liS Isreal was able to work in the addition and also 

keep the existing materials along the southeast portion of the 

house. This architectural example can be related back to the 

theory of-adaptation previously discussed in this section. Not 

only does it allow for the existing structure to take on new 

meaning and give its users new experiences, but it also 

allows for the" new and old" to work together. 

This idea of the II new and old" can be attached to the 

idea or concept of contextualism. Adaptation and 

Architectural Record. April. 1989 

15 
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contextualism walk hand in hand. The process of adapting is 

greatly affected by the environment or the context. 

Contextualism can shape the newly adapting structure into a 

form or use that can better relate to the physical , cultural and 

natural context. The questions proposed earlier by the 

biological author, John Holland, " To what part of its 

environment is the organism adapting? " and II How does the 

environment act upon the adapting organism? 119 can be 

addressed through a quick study and examples of 

contextualism. 

The definition of contextual'ism can vary from architect 

to architect, but they will all address the built and natural 

environment in one way or the other. Contextualism is the 

idea that all spaces and structures have influences from 

either the built or from the natural environment that they must 

address and respect. 10 This does not mean that the material 

or the form or the color of these structures must emulate 

their surroundings but at least know they exist. Examples of 

this idea may help to better understand what contextualism 

will mean in this project. 

'I 

III Holland, J. Adaptation in Natural and Amfical Systems 
Lotus 74 . !992: QUilrterly 

10 
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Jacques Lucan wrote an article called Contextualism and 

Universality, in which he stated that, 

" Contextualism adopts two complementary attitudes. The 

first implicitly or explicitly sets the architectural project within 

the horizon of historical or geographical, I regional' 

particularisms related to modes of construction, typological 

traditions or specific urban cultures. The second situates the 

architectural project within the horizon of and immediate 

physical environment that is never identical to any other, and 

that is going to be modified, transformed and improved. ,111 

This definition allows for the architect to be able to move 

around and create architecture which does not have to be a 

copy of the surrounding buildings in order to be sensitive of 

its context . 

Sensitivity to context was a driving concept for Leers, 

Weinzapaphfel and Associate's infill structure for the 

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority. This building 

addressed and respected the context of historical, downtown 

Boston. The design changed as the different facades needed 

II 
Lotus 74 1992: Quarterly. 

17 
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to address different parts of the immediate context. 

Materials, proportion and a play of solid and void all related 

to the contextual issues of the site.12 Even though 

contextualism was addressed in this new structure, many 

times it must be addressed in adaptive reuse or renovation 

projects. 

Josep Lluis Mateo has created an entirely new 

meaning for a prominent piece of architecture in Barcelona. 

The Catex factory is one of the most historical buildings in 

the Poble Nou area of the city. The building represented the 

beginning of the industrial movement in Barcelona. After a 

push by citizens to move the factories out of the center of the 

city, this vacant building became a possible site for a new 

community and cultural center. The structure was rational 

with a vast amount of space available to be used for many 

different functions. Mateo saw that he must not only address 

the physical context but the cultural context as well. This was 

because of, in part, the fact that a majority of the people who 

would be using the center worked here before the factory 

was closed. His solution brought together the idea that 

contextualism is not only the built and natural environment 

12 
Archrtecture Febuary , 1994 

18 
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but also the cultural environment. This building represented a 

neighborhood, a community, it was a monument, not in its 

grandeur but in its architectural presence in the context of 

Pable Nou. Context is a major issue which can only improve 

the adaptive process and give it even more meaning and 

importance. 13 

Fulton County Stadium in Atlanta has the same 

qualities as the Catex factory does in Barcelona. Everyone 

can associate with this "monument". For Twenty years it has 

represented the city of Atlanta and its competitive drive. 

Another such project which represents the spirit of 

community is Pershing Square in Los Angeles, California. At 

one point in its history Pershing Square was under the 

control of crime and blight. Today the square is a place to 

celebrate a victory in architecture and life. DeSigners Ricardo 

Legorreta and Laurie Olin with the assistance of Barbara 

McCarren were able to create a vibrant place for the citizens 

of Los Angeles. It gave downtown L.A. and the Latino area of 

Los Angeles a connection to come together. Pershing 

Square was seen by many as a way to help heal the wounds 

that have separated the rich and the poor, and the Latino 

Architectural Record December,1 991 . 

19 
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and the Anglo. Pershing Square is one of the four basic civic 

spaces which connect the surrounding area. ThE! Square 

has given a new sense of hope to the area and has brought 

together people from a variety of backgrounds alld cultures 

to a common ground, that of their community.14 Context and 

purpose were the driving forces behind the Perst"dng Square 

renovation project. and that IS what architecture for the 

people and their culture is all about. 

Despite the seriousness of the problems in Los 

Angeles the designers of Pershing Square were able to 

create a pleasant and joyful place for people to g .. :lther. They 

utilized fountains and combined private with public spaces. 

They also considered the elderly as well as the children . 

Pershing Square proved to me that architecture c.an be fun 

and enjoyable while solving some serious problerns.15 

The Disney empire has almost single handily shown 

that architecture can create some incredible imagery while 

still being playful and compelling . It is not to say that "big top 

" architecture is the answer but it is sometimes is a means of 

addressing the needs of the users as well as the client while 

allowing the architect to have a little fun . Michael Graves' 

14 

I ; Architectural Record July, 1993. 
Architectural Record July , 1993. 

10 
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famous or should I say infamous hotels in Walt Disney 

World, Florida are just two examples of architecture which 

creates dramatic imagery to appeal to the child in all of us. 

He has mastered what it is that makes people feel innocent 

and free again. This is to say that he has fulfilled the needs 

of the users and the client in a successful way. 

All of the work that has been cited in this section has 

been introduced to give a better understanding of what could 

become a design response to this particular project. I am not 

stating that all of these studies must be utilized in the final 

design response but they must be considered. Nonetheless 

they all bring up very important and legitimate responses to 

particular problems. 

The notion of biological adaptation as well as the 

questions offered by John Holland dealing with the adapting 

organism's environment is the driving force behind this 

thesis. The cases studies which followed gave examples as 

to how adaptation has been previously used in architectural 

design. 

Architectural Issues are a major portion of this 

particular thesis and they will greatly influence the final 

design response to project. Nonetheless these issues will be 

21 
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sharing the spotlight with the Contextual Issues described in 

the next section. 
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The site for this thesis is located in Atlanta , Georgia . 

The new facility will be an adaptive reuse of Fulton County 

Stadium. Fulton County Stadium is located directly south of 

downtown Atlanta and can be accessed by three major 

interstate systems. Due to the nature of the architectural 

issues dealing with this project the in-direct environment, 

consisting of the south eastern United States as well as 

northern and southern Georgia, as well as the immediate 

context will be playing a large role in the design response to 

this thesis. Currently, there is a great amount of construction 

in Atlanta, due to the summer Olympic games scheduled for 

the summer of '96. 

Atlanta 

Atlanta, its self is rich in history and culture as well as 

civic pride, it has developed to become the capital of the 

"New Modern South" Atlanta is located in the northwest part 

of Georgia about 80 miles east of the Alabama border along 

the Chattahoochee River. 

History 

Present day Atlanta was founded on land which was 

once a hub of Indian trade and communication. Explorer 
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Hernado DeSoto discovered the land west of Stone Mountain 

in the foothills of the Appalachians. At the time of his 

expedition in 1540 - 41, there were three Indian tribes in the 

region; Cherokees, Creeks and Sioux. The Cherokee tribe 

which once occupied the land that is today downtown Atlanta 

were removed from the area by forced march. After the land 

had been bought by Hardy Ivy, $225 for the 202 acres, a 

small community was founded under the charter of 

Marthasville.1 A few years after the town was founded the 

name was changed to Atlanta, coined from the word Atlantic. 

In 1852 Atlanta became the southern end to the Western & 

Atlantic Railroad. 

The Civil War represents, in Atlanta history, the death 

and rebirth of the city. On May 8, 1864, General W. T. 

Sherman, of the Union Army, began his assault on the 

Confederate strong hold. Sherman surrounded the city and 

cut off all supply lines. On September 2, 1864, Atlanta 

surrendered to the Urlion Sh~rman's forces looted and set 

fire to the city. After tht::: smoke had cleared only 400 

structures remained . 2 These 400 structures became the 

Hernng . Atlanta.pg15 
Hernng . 
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foundation on which Atlanta would rebuild to become the city 

it is today. 

Since the end of the Civil War, Atlanta has been 

named the state capital of Georgia, it has hosted The Cotton 

States and International Exposition were Booker T 

Washington gave his Atlanta Compromise speech, as well as 

the birth place of Coca - Cola in 1892. During the thirty years 

after the Civil War a flood of northern business men rushed 

the city. They began a campaign to capitalize on Atlanta's 

location in the South and the uneducated work force created 

by the abolishment of slavery. 

At the turn of the century, more than 100 passenger 

trains served Atlanta every day, Coca Cola was prescribed 

as a headache remedy and in 1901 the automobile hit the 

streets of downtown. 3 The invention of the airplane, in 1929, 

caused a sharp decline in passenger train service to Atlanta. 

January 15, 1929 Dr. Martin Luther King was born in Atlanta 

at 501 Auburn Avenue. 

In 1930 Delta Airlines began passenger service to 

Atlanta symbolizing the new method of transportation in the 

south . Behind the leadership of Mayor William B. Hartsfield, 

Herring pg 17 
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Atlanta pushed to become the air travel hub of the South, 

just as it had been in the past with the passenger train 

service. In 1941 Atlanta took the lead in the air travel 

business by becoming the hub of Delta Airlines . 

Today, Atlanta's Hartsfield International Airport is one 

of the busiest airports in America. In 1992, Hartsfield was 

ranked 6th busiest in the world, with the largest passenger 

terminal system in the world . Almost 80% of the nation's 

population is within two hours of air travel from Hartsfield.4 

Throughout the fifties, sixties and seventies Atlanta 

was labeled as a city divided, the African - American 

community lived in a city inside a city . Nevertheless some of 

the greatest African - American leaders called Atlanta home. 

Today, continued progress in the equal rights 

movement and the development of the downtown as well as 

the suburban areas has given Atlanta the recognition that it 

deserves, not only nationally, but internationally. The capital 

of the "New Modern South" will be hosting the 1996 Olympic 

Games. 

Herring pg 16 
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Urban Development 

Atlanta and the surrounding communities have 

developed in a regionally unique system. According to 

Stephen Kieran and James Timberlake, modern Atlanta and 

its transportation arteries are based on a simple systems of 

paths developed by the Cherokee and Sioux Indians, before 

the land was "developed" 

Two centuries ago, in the wooded area along the 

Chattahoochee River, there was a systems of paths and 

trails which linked the Indian tribes to hunting and fishing 

grounds as well as places for trade. This system came to be 

the infrastructure of a native American civilization .5 After the 

land was "settled", military outpost were placed along the 

native infrastructure and the systems of paths and trails were 

converted to wagon trails. These wagon trails were also 

utilized for farming and farming equipment, thus they were 

coined as farm to market roads. As the railroad feed south 

began to grow so did the systems of roads around Atlanta . 

Due to the landscape and the difficulty of building new roads, 

Kieran and Timberlake . A.D . 3/4 1994 . 

29 
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Atlanta's boundaries grew, radially along the railroads.6 Most 

of the major development was along the roads which 

connected the local farms to the downtown, as well as the 

rail lines. The horsecar limited the development of the city to 

a "tight, circumferential nucleus" of areas to work and live in.' 

This was also a result of the services and companies 

required for business were ai, centrally located downtown. 

The trolley car came onto the scene in the 1880's, allowing 

for the city boundaries to e><pand in a star shaped pattern 

along the existing farm to market roads. The area at which 

these five arteries met became known as Five Points. The 

trolleys provided a way for people to live outside of the busy 

city in a park like setting. These areas quickly became 

affluent neighborhoods of large houses and acres of green 

space. During the time of the trolley, landscape architect, 

Fredrick Olman, was hired by the creator of the first trolley 

line, Joel Hurt, to deSign Iman ParkB This became the first 

deSigned green space in the city of Atlanta . 

The pattern developed by the trolley slowly became 

overdeveloped and no longer regulated the growth of 

Atlanta . Nonetheless in the 1940's and 50's the star shaped 
" Kieran and Timberl tlke A.D 314 I Y94 

Kieran and TimlJe,l f.l ke AD 3/4 1994 
Kieran and Tllnberlake A D 314 1994 
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pattern was reestablished by the interstate highway system . 

These highways followed the original trails established by the 

native American infrastructure, which existed 150 years 

earlier. After the car replaced all other means of traveling 

from downtown to the suburbs, loop 1-285 was constructed. 

This loop tied together all of the interstate system around 

Atlanta and once again gave a border to the city. 

Atlanta is an automobile city, three major highways 

run through the downtown area. Despite this concentration 

on the car there are other modes of transportation 

developing in the metropolitan Atlanta area. Marta 

(Metropolitan Rapid Transit Authority) is a rapid rail system 

which runs along the five major lines or interstates. The rail 

system has a major intersection station at Five Points. 

Fulton County Stadium 

Atlanta's Fulton County Stadium was constructed in 

1965 in hopes of enticing the Milwaukee Braves to come to 

Atlanta. The stadium is located less than one - half mile from 

downtown Atlanta and it is directly accessible from three 

interstate systems, 1-20, 1-75, and 1-85. This allows excellent 

access not only from Atlanta but most major metropolitan 

) 1 
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the stadium would take over 7.2 acres of land that consisted 

of moderate and low-income housing, and minority owned 

businesses. The stadium was design by a local architecture 

firm, Heery and Heery and Finch, Alexander, Barnes, 

Rothchild & Paschel and was constructed by Thompson and 

Street. Despite the incredible scope of the project, the design 

and construction of Fulton County Stadium only took one 

year, 1965 to 1966. Keep in mind that the computer systems 

utilized today were not in place during this time period. The 

facility was conceived on the notion on of a multipurpose 

arena. This means that the stadium could accommodate both 

football and baseball as well as concerts, conventions, etc. 

The design was based on the "new" idea of the visual 

vocal point of the city. No matter which direction a visitor 

comes to town he or she would probably see the stadium. No 

longer was the state capital the visually center, due to the 

number of high-rise buildings that engulfed it. Atlanta needed 

a new place to concentrate their civic pride (or resentment) 

The site for the stadium is visually connected to the three 

interstate highways that run through downtown as well as 

major connector roads in the area. 
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During the mid sixties a large number of cities 

constructed or planed a large stadium to accommodate the 

growing interest in major league sports. In 1971, James 

Finch, half of the Atlanta - based joint venture Heery and 

Finch, was quoted in article by Progressive Architecture, 

,.,," stating that," The current rash of stadiums is typical of the 

cycles architecture goes through. They are generated by 

developers; what goes well in one place is assumed to go 

well in another."10 Pittsburgh, Montreal, San Diego, St. 

::, Louis, Oakland, Cincinnati, Philadelphia, Foxboro as well as 
" 

Kansas City, New Orleans and Buffalo all built or planned a 

stadium during the mid - sixties. 

'F Due to the extreme amount of stadium construction in .--'-'_...l'c:....' _ 
• • ; ;'" I v . ,;~:-

:: ; ; ' ! ' f. i America during this time, the multi - purpose arena took the 

L'''. I ~ i /) r nick name All Ame~can Mo.nument.
11 

These PI~ces 
~~ represented a time In Amencan culture, not unlike the 

" ~ " . tJ ~ Greek's great agoras or the Roman's amphitheaters (in 
r. .., , 

. . , ,: f!- theory of course) . To American cities in the sixties and 
i::' "j 

~--t"A.;..:...V I ~.' -,-I, seventies these places were the "great cathedral in the 
' / k 'HAS',,-

'. -.. ",,:~f · :::"," :~ center plaza". They created civic pride and gave the citizens 
' l , < a landmark to associate with . 

r L" ~ 't 
. r '. 
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, '. II 
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Progressive Architecture Nov, 1971 : p71 
PA Nov 1971 
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The city of Atlanta was not immune to this movement 

in civic pride. Fulton County Stadium expressed all it needed 

to; it gave the citizens of Atlanta and the surrounding region 

a place to associate with sports and civic events. True, this 

stadium built thirty years ago would not fair well in an 

aesthetic competition to the new Camden Yards, in 

Baltimore, but it expresses a simple, honest approach to 

stadium design. There is no second guessing as to the 

purpose or the intent of this facility. 

Facility Characteristics 

The playing field is 30 feet below grade, allowing the 

users to enter the facility at the mid level of the seating 

sections. From the mid level the users can ascend to the 

upper level seats or descend to the lower level seating 

sections, via a systems of ramps along the exterior of the 

building. Fulton County Stadium can seat 51,377 for baseball 

and 56,943 for football , utilizing moveable seating sections. 

All seating in the stadium is armchair type with back and 

folding seats. The stadium has a 220 foot ceiling height and 

168,000 square feet of floor area. 12 

12 
Architectural Record Sept . 1969 
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The structure consists of 80 welded steel box girders 

on a radius with a diameter of 750.5 feet, supporting the 

upper level seating and cantilevering 74 feet over the upper 

seats to support the lights and the roof deck. These "bents" 

are supported by upper level framing on the field side and 

main concourse framing on the exterior side. Structural steel 

frames the upper concourse, the club deck, and all the 

ramps down to the main concourse. Framing at these levels 

and the ramps received a metal deck and poured concrete 

slab. Framing consists of rolled wide-flange sections, built up 

single-web sections, and built up box sections.13 

Financing 

Fulton County Stadium was built in one year with the 

site development costs and construction totaling $19.2 

million. A majority of funding for the cost and operation of the 

facility was raised by selling of revenue bonds issued by the 

city of Atlanta and the Recreation Authority. $16.2 million 

was raised by bond sells for the initial construction of the 

facility . Since the opening of the stadium $17 .3 million has 

been raised through the sale of bonds to pay for 

II 
Architectural Record Sept. 1969 
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improvement such as movable seating, a video matrix 

scene, resurfacing of parking, scoreboard, and resurfacing 

the playing field. Throughout its history, the stadium has 

been able to cover its operation costs through revenues 

collected during events. 14 

Demographics 

Fulton County Stadium is located in the city of Atlanta, in 

Fulton County, Georgia. All information provided for a 

demographic survey is listed under Fulton County, in The 

United States Census, 1990. 

Population 

White 

Black 

Asian 

Hispanic 

Ability to speak English 

White 

Black 

Asian 

Hispanic 

Disability Status 

White 

Petersen. ULI . pg . 115. 

310,167 

323,984 

24, 166 

13,420 

293,272 

294,164 

7,537 

12.187 
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Black 

Asian 

Hispanic 

A verage Household Income 

In dollars 

White 

Black 

Asian 

Hispanic 

Work Force 

White 

Black 

Asian 

Hispanic 

Means of Transportation to Work 

Cars 

Public Transportation 

Motorcycle 

Bicycle 

Walked 

41,789 

437 

851 

62,242 

28,236 

46,511 

43,000 

173,811 

134,080 

3,945 

6,845 

258,980 

40,417 

615 

544 

8,364 
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Work at Home 

Climatic Conditions 

Atlanta is located at a latitude of 33. 29' and longitude of 

84.26 w, 

Elevation of 1010 feet. 

Data for 1993 
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Due to the location of this facility along the three major 

interstates which serve Atlanta, imagery and emotion need to 

drive the exterior architecture. The "new from the old" must 

be expressed powerfully to give the citizens of Atlanta as well 

as those visiting a landmark to associate with . The 

"American Monument" must still be seen while the new 

facility is clearly understood. 

Potential Design Response 

The design for this facility will be based on the 

architectural as well as the contextual issues stated 

previously in this document. None the less, the design 

response will be influenced by other existing facilities which 

deal with different purposes and ideas. 

As far as imagery is concerned there is one architect 

that is noted, not necessarily for his artiCUlation of 

architecture but for his boldness and exciting response to the 

issue of imagery. Michael Graves has become a master at 

creating new associations with old imagery. The 

"Postmodern Italian" style that he has become so famous for 

relies on association and imagery to work . Color and form 
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are the tools by which he successful creates excitement in 

the user, 

The mix-use complex Graves designed in La Jolle, 

California is an excellent example of the subtle imagery 

incorporated into his facilities, Plazas and small semi-public 

spaces give this 11 .7 acre complex a sense of human scale. 

Graves also broke up the office I conference complex into 

three geometric block to reduce the massiveness. This 

design response begins to allow the design to have more 

opportunity for smaller more intimate spaces that connect to 

the larger main spaces. 1 The hotel facility in this complex 

was designed to stand on its own with a large curved roof 

and strong visual axis. Nonetheless, the office I conference 

complex compliments the hotel by addressing the hotel's 

curved roof with a flat roof and deep cornice, but still keeping 

with the major axis. The use of similar color and banding on 

both of the facilities helps to create unity in the complex. 

Another facility to analysis is Graves' Dolphin Hotel at 

Walt Disney World, Florida. The reason to use this facility as 

a case study would be for imagery purposes only . The facility 

provides a beacon for the Walt Disney World complex. 

Architecture Aug . 1990. pg 70 - 72 
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Graves' design of the 27 story triangular form for the hotels 

center axis instantly gave an image of strength and upward 

movement. This design pushed the limits as far as hotel and 

entertainment architecture is concerned.2 Graves relies on 

the notion that the users of his facilities do not want the 

experiences of every day, they want new images, new forms 

and new experiences. 

The facility that is being programmed in will be 

focused on creating these new images, new forms and new 

experiences to the users as well as creating new meaning 

and new imagery for Fulton County Stadium. 

Site Criteria 

The site for this facility was based on the following 

criteria3 

Distance time from 

Airport 

Downtown 

Entertainment Centers 

Historical sites 

Recreation 

Architecture . Aug 1990. pg . 70 - 72 
Rutes. and Penner Hotel Planning and Design. pg .S3 . 
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Shopping 

Sports Stadiums 

· Tourist attractions 

Economic Factors 

· Competition 

Population and Business Growth 

Land Value 

Hotel Labor Rates 

Future Development Potential 

Area 

· Regional 

Visibility and Roadway Access 

· Approach Visibility from Road ways 

· Accessibility of Guest Traffic 

· Pedestrian Access 

Service Access 

Employee Transportation 

Parking Requirements 
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Over-all Facility Issues 

Due to the amount of people who will be in the 

immediate area of the existing Fulton County stadium after 

the completion of the new Olympic Stadium there is a need 

for services and accommodations. The new purpose for 

Fulton County Stadium will supply a convention hotel, a 

health club, a retail district, and a series of restaurants to 

create a strong axis between the new stadium and downtown 

Atlanta . This site is also a prime location because of the 

large amount of people who will be passing by every day on 

the highways. People who attend games and functions at the 

Olympic Stadium will be drawn to Fulton County Stadium 

through strong unobstructed circulation as well the close 

proximity. 

The existing stadium will playa significant role as to 

how all of these services will be designed and integrated into 

the existing structure. 

Analysis of Existing Construction 

The stadium which exists will become the driving force 

behind the image and the organization of this facility . The 

existing seating decks will be given new roles to help support 

the new purpose of the stadium. Parking will be placed on 

46 
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the lower levels of the structure. This will cause the existing 

playing surface to have to be manipulated and raised to 

accommodate for the necessary parking area. The pool area 

for the hotel could utilize the seating decks for areas to sun 

bath, or they could become places for a water element to 

flow down. Some of the seating will be kept intake to allow 

for the original purpose of this facility to still be understood. 

The existing concourses in the stadium will continue to be 

pedestrian pathways but they will now connect retail areas, 

the hotel and restaurants together. The facility which is being 

designed is only the first step in the evolutionary process of 

this stadium. Only 50 to 75% of the existing structure will 

evolve into something else. 
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Spatial and Activity Analysis 

This facility will be a Convention Hotel. The maximum 

group size that will be able to be accommodated is 1200 

people. There will 300 to 500 guest rooms located in the 

hotel facility . Retail will be located on the main concourse 

level of the existing stadium structure . 

Guest room Floors 

Basic Criteria 

North - South orientation 

· Elevator should be in the middle third of the structure 

· The structure should be visible from the road 

· The guest rooms should occupy a min. of 70% of the floor 

square footage 

Stairs and Elevators should be located on the interior 

instead of a exterior wall . 

· Plan of the floors should encourage and facilitate guest 

circulation 

Potential for views to downtown Atlanta and the new 

Olympic Stadium 

4R 
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. A service elevator as well as linen storage and chutes 

should be centrally located 

, Handicapped guest rooms should be located on lower floors 

and close to the elevators. 

Plumbing should be designed for efficiency 

Guest room 

Activity Analysis 

The hotel guest room could accommodate one to four 

people with a variety of activities occurring at once. Activities 

such as: 

Bathing 

Watching television 

· Sleeping 

· Reading 

· Dressing 

All of these will be addressed in each room on the guest 

room floors. Each guest room will be approx. 325 total sq. ft .. 

This figure includes the bathroom, entry, and closet. 

49 
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Room Dimensions 

Living Area Bathroom Total 

Luxury 275 300 60 - 70 450 

1st Class 235 - 260 40 - 50 375 

Mid-price 200 - 250 30 - 40 325 

Budget 175 - 200 25 - 30 275 
• Note that the living area does not include closet and entry 

Public Spaces 

Analysis of Exterior Entry 

. The facility should provide an series of exterior entrance for 

the users. These entrances should be able to be understood 

as to purpose and architecturally appealing. The entrances 

should provide access to: 

Main hotel lobby space 

. Tour bus I airport bus services 

Restaurant facility located in the hotel 

. Lounge I bar 

Ballroom I Banquet area 

Conference I meeting spaces 

Each entry should express its purpose through some type 

of architectural and signage combination. 
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Space to wait for a taxi should be provided that can be 

utilized by all the entrances, this area should be divided into 

two areas; one area servicing the hotel lobby and the 

second servicing the convention area. 

· The entry should be covered to allow users to be dropped 

off protected from the elements. 

· Space will be provided for short term parking as well waiting 

taxis and valet parking services. 

The pedestrian paths should be wide enough to 

accommodate the handling of baggage, as well as 

baggage storage at the bellman's station. 

Analysis of Lobby 

· Entrances 

The entrances should accommodate all pedestrian 

traffic to the main hotel lobby as well as secondary entrances 

to banquet facilities, conferences areas and restaurant I 

lounge spaces. 

Front desk 

Front desk location should be directly visible from the 

main entry as well as 50% of secondary entries. The staff at 

the front desk should be able to visually control the access to 
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the guest elevators. There should be a queuing area at the 

desk, 20 feet clear of circulation . 

Administration access 

A separate entry for personnel who work in the facility 

offices as well as those who need access to the safe deposit 

area, executive offices, and catering services. 

. Guest Elevators 

The guests elevators should be close to the front desk 

as well as the main entry. Sufficient lobby space should be 

provided to control guest flow in this area . 

. Seating 

Seating area should be placed in the main lobby as 

well as the elevator lobby. These areas can work together 

with the hotel lounge area. The seating areas should have 

views to the main lobby entrance, they should also be able to 

accommodate for small private conversation as well as large 

public areas. The seating in the lobby needs to be close to 

the exterior of the facility to allow people to view in and out of 

the building. Natural lighting as well as vegetation should be 

integrated in the seating area. Vegetation can be utilized as 

partitions and noise breakers. Circulation should be provided 
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in one main area through the lobby seating, this p~th could 

be the main circulation into the hotel lobby . 

. Circulation 

. 

The paths should be clearly defined to the front desk, 

elevators, restaurant and lounge. Guest circulation should be 

separate from strictly conference traffic. 

Bellman / Baggage 

The bellman station should be positioned directly 

connected to the front desk and visible from the main entry 

and the elevators. A storage room should be provided that 

can be locked. 

Support Areas 

Support areas such as toilets, house phones, public 

phones, and the assistant manager's office should be 

indirectly connected to the main entry. These facilities should 

also be visible from the elevator as well as directly connected ( 

to the lobby. The house phone and the public phones should 

be a min . of 1: 100 rooms. 
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Analysis of Food and Beverage Areas 

. Restaurant 

The restaurant area should be visible from the exterior 

of the facility as well as from the main lobby. The dining 

spaces should be designed so that they can be closed 

separately during low occupancy or private parties. 

Lounge / bar area 

The entry to the lounge should be articulated to give it 

separation from the lobby space. Access to trash and 

receiving is required to transport goods. The bar could be 

indirectly connected to the restaurant area . 

. Function Spaces (conference / banquet) 

All function areas should be grouped together. A small 

separation could occur to fit in support areas. A separate 

entry from the parking area and street should be provided 

The function spaces should be directly connected to the 

hotel lobby space. Food services need to be directly 

connected to the ballroom and banquet areas. Storage space 

need to be provided for table and chair storage as well as for 

audio and visual equipment. Acoustics need to be addressed 

in the banquet and ballroom. A majority of audio function will 

be held in the ballroom, so more priority needs to be given to 
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this space. The ballroom should not share a common space 

with the lobby of the hotel to minimize noise pollution inside 

the main hotel lobby space. Ceiling heights need to be more 

then 15' high to allow for overhead decoration and audio 

displays. Lighting will need to address both dancing 

situations as well as having the capability to be lowered and 

raised for special functions . Over head as well as wall 

sconces can be utilized to meet these needs. 

Recreation Facilities 

Swimming pool 

The pool area will be located on the exterior of the 

hotel area inside of the existing stadium. This will provide 

security and access control to the pool. The existing stadium 

seating will be utilized for structural support of the pools as 

well as becoming apart of the pool's shape. The seating will 

as be utilized for sun bathing decks and for water elements 

to feed the main pool. The pool area should be accessible to 

the guest elevators. A view from the guest room to the pool 

area is desirable. The orientation of the pool should be such 

that there will be unobstructed sunlight from 10 a. m. to 5 

p.m .. Space should be provided for towel issue as well as 
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toilets and locker rooms. Additional pools should be provided 

with views to the main pool area, these would include lap 

pools and whirlpools. 

Health Club 

The health club should be accessible from the guest 

elevators. This access can be shared with the pool access. 

There should also be an entry for those non - guest members 

coming from the parking area and the street. The health club 

should provide the following : 

Toilets, showers, lockers 

Sauna 

. Steam room 

_ Exercise room 

Lounge and waiting 

Juice bar area 

Equipment sales 

Natural light should be used to help illuminate the 

larger spaces of the facility . 45% of the interior lighting of the 

facility should be natural light. The existing playing surface 

can also be used to give exterior exercise areas for tennis, 

running and it will also need to provide a small putting green. 
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The health club needs to be located so that guests can see 

the facility from 50% of the hotel rooms. 

Parking Facilities 

Parking for the entire facility will be located on site. A 

majority of parking for the retail area will be exterior with 20% 

being covered under the existing stadium structure. 75% of 

parking for the hotel and health club will be located below 

grade in the existing lower concourse level and on the 

playing surface level. This area will have a controlled access 

point that all cars will need to pass through . The other 1/4 will 

be addresses at the front of the hotel adjacent to the main 

lobby entry. 

Parking facilities should provide the following : 

Ease of movement in car 

Separation of pedestrian and vehicular circulation 

Well lite areas, pools of light in Corners and pedestrian 

paths 

Vertical circulation to upper spaces 

Natural light to spaces below grade 

. Controlled axis for employees and health club members 
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short walking distance for the user from the facility to the 

vehicle 

The parking for this facility will be a major design 

element. The existing situation is a large paved area with no 

site design involved. In order to make this adaptation 

process work successfully parking needs to be addressed in 

two major ways. One, below grade parking inside the existing 

structure as well as utilizing some the playing surface space 

that is approximately 168,000 square feet. The second is, 

construction of decked parking capitalizing on the 

characteristics inside the baseball stadium. 

Vegetation will be the key to bring the whole complex 

together. Due to the nature of trees and plants to absorb 

carbon dioxide and to produce oxygen, vegetation will be 

utilized through out the parking facility. Security will be 

achieved by placing a majority of the parking inside of the 

existing stadium. Ventilation will be provided through artificial 

as well as natural means. The parking decks that are located 

below ground will be placed to the west side of the facility . 

This will allow the contours of the site to give the parking 

area one side to the exterior. The parking decks located 

inside of the stadium will need to be artificially ventilated as 
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well as naturally ventilated through harneSSing the prevailing 

winds and vegetation. The equation that is used to project 

parking requirements is as follows: 

( Rooms) x ( % occupancy) x ( people per room) x ( % by car) 

( people I car) 

Another approach can be to calculate the peak hours that 

parking will be utilized. The chart below calculates the peak 

hours of parking for the facility . 

Spatial and Activity Analysis for Retail Space 

The retail space that is included in this complex will be 

blocked designed to give the tenants more freedom with 

space design. Each retail space will be connected to the 

main concourse level in the existing stadium structure. The 

public paths and walkways will serve as this connection . 

Parking will be such so that there will be separate parking for 

retail areas away from the health club, hotel and conference 

parking . 
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These retail spaces will be able to be seen from the 

exterior of the existing structure, allowing for advertisement 

and views if desired. 

Analysis of Public Circulation 

Public circulation along the retail spaces will be 

provided through the use of the existing circulation pattern of 

the stadium. Fulton County Stadium was designed to be 

efficient in circulation flow. All of the paths are located on the 

exterior portion of the stadium to allow for easy access. 

These paths already met the standards laid out by the AD.A. 

The path which connects the retail spaces will provide 

toilets, telephones and information. They will also provide 

visual orientation to the user, by expressing the view toward 

downtown and to the new Olympic Stadium. Seating areas 

will also be provided to give the user an idea of what it was 

like to sit in the stadium during an game. 

Analysis of Restaurants and Lounges 

Due to the amount of potential users of this facility at 

one time, almost 15,000, there is a need for dinning and 

lounge services. These services can utilize the strong visual 

presence that Fulton County Stadium will have next to the 

Olympic Stadium and the interstate highways close by. A 
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strong axis as well as compelling imagery will provide 

enough users to sustain three to four medium sized 

restaurants outside of the hotel facility. 

Currently, there is a lack of restaurants and retail 

facilities in this area to support the amount of users who will 

be brought into the area by the interstate system and the 

new stadium. 
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Facility Program Issues Footnotes 

1. Grand Illusion: A mixed-use complex infuses an ordinary 
suburb with lUXUry. Architecture. August, 1990. 

2. Architecture. August, 1990. 
3. Rutes, Walter A., and Richard H. Penner. Hotel Planning 

and Design. New York: Watson and Guptill Pub., 
1985. 
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The Evolution of Fulton County Stadium 

Hotel and Conference Facility Space Summary 

Guestrooms ( number of rooms) 

King ( 43% ) 175 

Double ( 50% ) 200 

Handicapped (2%) 10 

Net area per room (square footage) 325 

Total (sq. ft .) 125,125 

Manager's Apartment 

Corridors 

Services 

Elevators 

Linen Storage 

. Vending I Ice 

Total Guestroom Square Footage 135000 
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Public Spaces 

Lobby (square footage) 

. Circulation flow 4000 

Seating Areas 500 

. Retail ( in hotel facility) 800 

Assistant Manager 100 

Services 

· Bellman Station 100 

· Telephones 

· Toilets 

Total ( sq. ft .) 5400 

Food and Beverage (square footage) 

. Restaurant 5000 

. Lobby Bar 

Entertainment Lounge 

Total (sq. ft . ) 

1500 

2500 

9000 



New Meaning to Architecture: 
Space Summary 

The Evolution of Fulton County Stadium 

Meeting and Banquet 

· Ballroom 6000 

· Ballroom Foyer 1200 

Meeting I Banquet __ -,-11.:....::2=-.=5..=0 

Total (sq . ft. ) 18450 

Total Public Space Square Footage 32850 

Administration 

· Front Office 875 

Executive Offices 625 

Sales and Catering 1250 

· Accounting 500 

Total (sq . ft . ) 3250 

Total Administration Square Footage 3250 

Services 

Food Preparation 

Main Kitchen 2675 

Banquet Kitchen ° 
! Food and Beverage 803 

Total (sq . ft .) 3478 
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Receiving and storage 

Receiving I Trash 772 

· General Storage 500 

Total (sq. ft . ) 1272 

Employee Areas 

· Personal 

Lockers 

· Dining 

Total (sq. ft . ) 

750 

1285 

643 

2678 

Laundry and Housekeeping 

· Laundry 2070 

· Housekeeping 

Total (sq. ft . ) 

1035 

3105 

Engineering and Mechanical 

· Engineering office I shop 1250 

· Mechanical 

Total 

2500 

3750 

Service Area Total Square Footage 14283 
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Recreation 

· Swimming Pool (exterior) 2000 

· Health Club 2000 

· Lawn Sports (exterior) 4500 

Total (sq. ft. ) 8500 

Total Square Footage for 

Hotel/Conference Facility 

Retail Facilities 

Retail Space 

185,383 sq. ft. 

Leaseable space 55000 

Support 

Trash 500 

Receiving 500 

Storage 1000 

Janitorial 1000 

__ Public circulation 10000 

Total 68000 

Total square footage for retail space 68000 
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Restaurant Space 

. Resturant One 

dining area 

· kitchen 

· support 

· trash 

Total (sq. ft.) 

Resturant Two 

· dining area 

· kitchen 

· support 

· trash 

Total ( sq. ft .) 

. Resturant Three 

15000 

10000 

· dining area (interior) 

dining area (exterior) 

· kitchen 

support 

kitchen 

Total (sq. ft . ) 15000 

Total square footage for restaurant facilities40000 
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The Evolution of Fulton County Stadium 

Parking 

Hotel Parking Needs 

423 spaces 

x 250 sq. ft . 

105750 sq. ft . 

Total Parking needed for the hotel facility 105750 sq. ft. 

Retail Parking Needs 

Parking needs for the retail area of the complex will be based 

on a ratio of 4 cars per 1 000 sq. ft . 

number of spaces: 4 x 68 = 272 

. square footage: 272 x 250 sq. ft . = 68000 sq. ft. 

Total Parking needed for retail facility 68000 sq. ft 

Total parking needed for the complex is : 

695 spaces @ 250 sq. ft. each 

Total parking square footage 173, 750 sq. ft. 

• note: parking has been over sized by a factor of .2 to allow for over 

flow parking during large events at the new stadium 
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New Meaning to Architecture: 
Design Requirements 

The Evolution of Fulton County Stadium 

The design for the adaptive reuse of Fulton County 

Stadium, in Atlanta, Georgia will be concentrated on the 

following criteria . 

Architectural Articulated 

The following spaces and facilities will be completely 

designed to articulate all spaces required by this program, 

as well as exterior and interior image. 

Hotel Facility 

Guest room floors 

Lobby 

Entrances 

Parking 

Meeting I banquet 

Restaurant Facility 

Public Circulation 

Health Club 

Retail Facility 

Public Circulation 

Parking 

:::- . \" 
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Block Planned 

The following area will be block planned due to the 

fact that the tenants of these spaces are not identified , 

Hotel 

Lounge 

Restaurant ( tenant) 

Retail Facility 

, Restaurants 

, All retail leasable space 
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The Evolution of FuUon County Stadium 

Fulton County Stadium represents the spirit and drive 

of a community determined to succeed. Today, the stadium 

is scheduled to be destroyed and a parking lot will take its 

place. This facility has so much more life left in it, its potential 

is endless. Not only in function but in the imagery and the 

familiar associations it conjures up. It can become more, it 

can give new experiences to the users, and it can create new 

meaning. 

I have proposed in this program to begin the 

evolutionary process of Fulton County Stadium. To give this 

"American Monument" a new objective, that of a supporter of 

the new. The new Olympic Stadium should not shun its 

forefather, it should learn from it. I know that this idea is 

valid, much like any other of the reuse projects sited 

previously. 

It is true that this project is a very large undertaking 

that will require a combination of things to happen; new 

construction, reassignment of spaces, realization and respect 

of the existent's past, as well as integrating parking and 

supplying new circulation paths for both the vehicle , and the 

pedestrian. Nevertheless, it is possible that with proper 

design response this new facility could become a reality. It 
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could also become a experiment as to what to do with the 

aging American Monuments that most large cities in the US. 

have. 

Arlington Stadium in Arlington , Texas, as well as 

Comeskey Park in Chicago were the first victims of the blind, 

create ... destroy society that is running things. To save 

these parks and "Monuments" is the first step to educating 

people in America not only about the past but what it could 

mean in the future . 
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The Evolution of Fulton County Stadium 

became more in the design phase then 

was ever thought of in programming. 

Facilities were cut from the program 

including the conference area and the work 

out / health club facility. Despite problems 

with the program, the design was 

successful in the conceptual goals set forth 

nine months ago. I sit here wondering how 

I came to the design that I did. Despite a" 

the suggestions and a" off the input, good 

and bad, the majority of the program was 

met. The parking was placed inside of the 

stadium along with retail and hotel facilities. 

The one area that was never conceived 

during programming was the connections 

the stadium had to establish to the local 

context. Mid way through the design phase 

suggestions and input opened up a new 

alley for me to pursue the contextual 

connections, lines of force or connection, 

began to control the landscape and the 



urban character of the project. In my design 

these lines took form in pedestrian 

walkways lined with trees. These lines 

helped to establish the stadium as a hub in 

South Atlanta. Another contextual 

connection that was established was the 

usage of billboards and large graphic 

elements along the west side of the towers. 

These images created a dialogue with the 

interstate system located west of the 

stadium. A third contextual connection was 

along the east side of the towers. A 

majority of the guest rooms opened up to 

the east allowing the windows and 

balconies to relate to the housing area to 

the east of the stadium. Square windows 

and balconies became the vocabulary that 

was used to connect the two. The fourth 

connection to the context was the large 

panels on the north portion of the site. 

These panel told of the history of the site, 

which thirty years ago was a single family 



residential area. Cast concrete panels 

raised up from the earth revealed abstract 

representations of the roof lines of those 

homes. Another connection developed 

during the design phase was the light tower 

located in the north east portion of the 

facility. This tower creates an axis from 

Sweet Auburn to Fulton County Stadium. 

Sweet Auburn is where Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. was raised and were he preached. 

It was crucial that this connection is 

understood both during the day and night. 

At night large lamps light up the walkway 

that conceptual connects the two area. 

During the day the 200 foot tower is a 

strong vertical element which can visually 

orient the two areas together. 

The Evolution of Fulton County 

Stadium is not about architectural 

expression. It is about and idea that can 

hopefully cause others to think and 



challenge them to see what it is that is in 

front of them. 

J. A. Remling 5/10/95 
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