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PART I-PREFACE 

This is a study of cultural 

diversity III architecture. It 

addresses aspects of bridging the 

gap between two countries and 

using architecture as a "Band Aid" 

to heal the differences between the 

two cultures. This will be 

achieved through the use of 

adaptive-use architecture in EI 

Paso, Texas across the international 

border from Ciudad Juarez, 

Mexico. The proposal will be 

mixed use with entertainment, 

retail, housing, and office spaces. 

The project focus is the Union 

Depot district of downtown EI 

Paso. 
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Abstract 

This program attempts to 

analyze some of the fundamental 

elements which affect the 

downtown area of El Paso, Texas. 

The issues outlined and discussed 

are those which will help facilitate 

the advancement of the area into a 

multi-use facility. The area under 

study is referred to as "The Union 

Depot District. " The district is 

already in existence and would 

utilize an adaptive use process to 

enhance and restore it to its original 

state of when it was first built. 

The foundation and 

philosophy for developing such an 

area would be to bridge the gap of 

two immensely different cultures 

and create a state of coexistence. 

Multiculturalism is a fundamental 

political, economic and moral issue 

within the communities of both El 

Paso, Texas and Ciudad Juarez, 

Mexico. The Issue of 

multiculturalism should and does 

address all of the components 

2 

which affect the human interest and 

needs in the area. 

The revitalization of the 

Union Depot District will benefit 

both the political and economic 

realms within the community. 

The issues dealt with in this 

thesis will describe how this area 

can benefit in the city culturally and 

offer economic gain. This program 

takes into account that the two 

neighboring communities are 

different economically, and should 

be treated this way. The recent 

2 



North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA) plan is to 

bolster the economy of the United 

States, Canada, and Mexico 

through more open trade practices. 

NAFT A will create a free flow of 

goods, services and investments 

among each country involved. 

Along with the economic gain that 

NAFT A will bring to the 

international boundary of Mexico 

and the United States, the border 

cities will also become more 

urbanized and, as a result, more 

specialized. As a result of 

increased trade opportunities under 

NAFTA, both EI Paso and Ciudad 

Juarez anticipate economic gam 

and further urbanization. By 

understanding the diversity of the 

two conunwlities of EI Paso and 

Ciudad Juarez, a better 

wlderstanding of multiculturalism 

will occur. 

3 
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Thesis statement: Architecture can serve as an educational threshold that brings two diverse 

and complex cultures together and in the process, architecture can help to integrate cross

culturally. 
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Facility type The area being 

studied will become a commercial, 

business and residential center 

through the use of multiculturalism 

in architecture. This idea of 

multiculturalism in architecture is a 

way of adapting to the different 

cultures III a particular area and 

taking into consideration the 

economic, educational, location and 

cultural aspects of the area. It will 

be achieved by means of historic 

preservation and adaptive use in the 

downtown of EI Paso, Texas. The 

City Plan Commission has specific 

goals dealing with the issue of 

historical preservation that were 

developed in 1988 and will last 

until 2010. These goals are 

(Source: City Planning 

Commission): 

"-Preserve and enhance the 

unique historic 

characteristics of EI 

Paso's residential and 

commercial districts. 

-Promote awareness of EI 

Paso's diverse cultural 

heritage. 

5 

-Utilize historic preservation 

as an economic development 

tool. 

-Promote historic 

preservation projects and 

historic events as tourists 

attraction. " 

5 
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Scope or Project and Context that runs east to west between San 

Statement: The area in EI Paso, Antonio Street and Overland Street 

Texas, known as the Union Depot, FIGURE I: Map of area under study and general vicinity in EI Paso, Texas 

is the emphasis of my thesis. The 

depot area encompasses a five-

block radius, the old train station 

depot and part of the Civic Center. 

The project boundaries are San 

Francisco street on the north side of 

the site, perpendicular to San 

Francisco on the east is Durango 

Street, on the west is Coldwell 

Street, on the Southwest is Paisano 

and the direct south side is an alley 

6 



The issue of cultural diversity and 

linking two countries together by 

means of architecture will be the 

main focus. Another focus of 

research will be the use of a 

catalyst and how it will affect future 

design and development. 

"Its purpose is the 

incremental, continuous 

regeneration of the urban 

fabric. The important 

point is that the catalyst is 

not a single end product but 

an element that impels and 

guides subsequent 

development (Attoe 

and Logan, p45)." 

There are different kinds of 

catalysts when designing 

architecture. A catalyst can be 

one building such as the train 

station or an entire area or quarter 

like the Union Depot District. Both 

types of catalyst will be used in this 

program, with the train station as 

the main focus of study and as a 

tool to help spur other 

development. Other developments 

7 

that could occur within the 

surrounding area are an 

entertainment district, a theater 

district, an arts district ( currently 

under study) and a new housing 

district. These new developments 

may utilize a catalyst to become 

tangible ideas. 

The train station is located 

on the northwest comer of the site, 

east of the Civic Center. The train 

station's red brick steeple IS a 

visible focal point for the entire 

area. The unique architecture of 

7 



the station should be used to set 

guidelines and to detennine future 

design in the area. The El Paso 

Union Passenger Station was a 

major railroad center because of the 

important crossroads location. It 

was the first train station ever to 

specifically handle international 

traffic from Mexico. The station 

was designed by Daniel H. 

Burnham and Company of Chicago. 

When it was first built it was red 

brick designed in a Neo-Classical 

Revival style. During the Mexican 

Revolution the bell tower located 

on the northeast comer was a look

out post for American soldiers. 

The front of the building has seven 

equal bays, and on the comer bays 

they are scored to give contrast to 

the smooth surfaces of the central 

bays. In 1941, the train station 

was painted white and the bell 

tower was replaced with a low 

pitched roof, in order to go with a 

Spanish Colonial theme. In the 

1980' s the train station was 

converted back to its original color 

8 

and a new high pitched steeple was 

added. 

The El Paso area has been a 

central gateway from east to west 

and north to south for centuries, 

(source: Texas Department of 

Transportation). The idea of the 

city as a gateway will also be 

focused on and how trade has been 

so influential to the area. 

Security and safety for the 

users of this area must 'be 

established due to the close 

proximity to Mexico, a third world 

8 



country. By understanding these 

issues, success of the project can be 

accomplished. Development of an 

arts district adjacent to the Civic 

Center is also being studied 

presently, but I will not attempt to 

design this area. The district lies 

on the east side of the Union 

Depot, and to the west of the Civic 

Center. The linkage between these 

two districts is critical and will be 

researched. 

When designing a public 

project this broad in scope, there is 

always concern by the public that it 

will not be beneficial to them. 

Pessimistic 

misinformed 

attitudes 

citizens 

and 

can 

sometimes keep a project from 

being developed any further. Many 

examples of adaptive use have been 

poorly designed and limited in 

scope because of negative attitudes 

toward the project. In projects of 

this kind and magnitude, the 

optimistic endeavors of some may 

be hindered by pessimistic citizens, 

9 

political barriers, and bureaucratic 

"red tape." 
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Part II -

ARCHITECTURAL ISSUES 

A. Issues 

1. Architectural Issue #1-

Humanism Architecture is based on 

theory and should be determined 

by a position or stance that will 

help guide architectural thought 

when designing. There are four 

positions, according to Wayne 

Attoe and Donn Logan, that may 

point the way to designing effective 

architecture. These points of view 

the functionalist, hwnanist, 

systemic, and formalist ideas. The 

mixed use project of the Union 

Depot will focus upon the humanist 

stance. Humanist are responsive to 

needs which examine, on a day to 

day basis, the impact of small-scale 

elements: 

"Make a welcome of each 

door, a cowltenance of each 

window. Make of each 

place a bunch of places of 

each house and each city (a 

house is a tiny city, a city a 

huge house) ( van Eyck, 

p6)." 

o 

Humanist take the existing social 

structure of what is there and try to 

enhance it. They believe that 

people within an existing 

environment give the wliqueness 

that each particular area may have: 

"The more somebody is 

personally able to influence 

his surroundings, the more 

involved and attentive he 

becomes, and also the more 

likely he will be to give them 

o 



his love and care. What we 

offer camlot be neutral; it 

must be the raw material, 

as it were, containing the 

'intentions' out of which 

everyone can make his own 

choice in a particular 

situation, extracting from 

it precisely the intention 

which 'resonates' with his 

intentions (Hertzberger, 

1976). " 

Humanists have a belief that the 

best way to plan for downtown is to 

examme the way it IS used; 

designers must look for the 

strengths and try to exploit them, 

thus reinforcing the juxtapositioning 

of the many buildings that make up 

the overall cityscape. Mixed use is 

believed, by the humanists, to 

release the drama of the city (Attoe 

and Logan, 1990). In effect, the 

streets become domesticated and 

livable places for the community. 

This is what Jane Jacobs calls 

"organized complexity." Humanist 

look at the center of the city as a 
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place to come and expenence 

many of the different exchanges of 

human interaction. Different 

theories against humanists' ideas 

say that they do not look at the 

overall structure and needs of the 

city. Humanist ideas are often 

thought of as only being surface 

resolutions and not getting into the 

actual essence of the particular 

community. The intricate details 

that are umque to EI Paso and 

Ciudad Juarez are equally as 

important but, humanist ideas are 



vital to the Union Depot District to 

help enhance what is there. 

2. Architectural Issue #2 - Safety -

Safety should also be another goal 

that should be achieved within the 

Union Depot District. Urban voids 

help to create a humane city in 

which architecture and exterior 

open space can be positively fused 

together. There are five urban 

voids when designing for safety, 

according to Oscar Newman. Each 

one of these different types of voids 

has degrees of openness and 

closure. 

Newman explains: 

"The first is the entry foyer 

space that establishes the 

important transition, or 

passage, from personal 

domain to common 

territory. Security-the' eyes 

on the street' surveillance by 

a doorman at the porte

cochere or neighbors peering 

out their windows- is a 

significant design and social 

consideration of the 

entry foyer. 

2 

"The second type is the inner 

city block void- the enclosed 

'hole in the doughnut,' a 

semiprivate residential 

space for leisure or utility or 

a mid-block shopping oasis 

for circulation or rest 

(figure 2). 

"The third type of void is the 

primary network of streets 

and squares (figure 3), a 

category that corresponds to 

2 
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the predominant field of 
FIGURE 2: Space for leisure 

blocks that contains the 

active public life of the city. 

"Public parks and gardens 

are the fourth type of larger 

voids that contrast with 

architectural urban form 

(figure 4). Acting as 

nodes 

FIGURE 4: Voids-public parks and gardens 

FIGURE 3: Void-network of streets and squares 

3 



for the preservation of nature 

in the city, they are 

incorporated into the urban 

grid to simulate" rural 

settings, to provide both 

relief from the hard urban 

environment and 

accessible recreation. 

Urban parks and gardens 

shape adjoining sites by 

enhancing property values at 

their edges, but they are 

independent landscape 

compositions intenlally. 

"The final type of urban void 

is the linear open space 

system (figure 5), commonly 

related to major water 

features such as rivers, 

waterfronts, and wetland 

zones. These formal and 

informal greenways slice 

through districts, create 

edges, and link places 

(Trancik 103-106). " 

FIGURE 5: Void-linear open space 

4 
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3. Architectural Issue #3- The use 

of a catalyst- From the humanist 

standpoint, catalysts stimulate 

settings for human activities. A 

catalyst should introduce one 

element to help modify others. A 

catalyst can be characterized as 

follows: (Attoe and Logan, p. 47) 

"1. The introduction of a 

new element (the catalyst) 

causes a reaction that 

modifies existing elements 

in an area. Although 

most often thought of as 

economic (investments beget 

investments), catalysts can 

also be social, legal, 

political, or-and this is our 

point- architectural. The 

potential of a building to 

influence other buildings, to 

lead urban design IS 

enonnous. 

"2. Existing urban elements 

of value are enhanced or 

transfonned in positive ways. 

The new need not obliterate 

or devalue the old but can 

redeem it. 

"3. The catalytic reaction is 

contained; it does not 

damage its context. To 

unleash a force is not 

enough. Its impact must be 

chamleled. 

"4. To ensure a positive, 

desired, predictable catalytic 

reaction, the ingredients must 

be considered, understood, 

and accepted. (N ote the 

paradox: a comprehensive 



understanding is needed to 

produce a good limited 

effect.) Cities differ; 

urban design cannot assume 

uniformity . 

"5. The chemistry of all 

catalytic reactions is not 

predetermined; no single 

formula can be specified for 

all circumstances. 

"6. Catalytic design is 

strategic. Change occurs 

not from simple 

intervention but through 

careful calculation to 

influence future urban form 

step by step. (Again, a 

paradox: no one recipe for 

successful urban catalysis 

exists, yet each catalytic 

reaction needs a strategic 

recipe.) 

"7. A product better than the 

sum of the ingredients is the 

goal of each catalytic 

reaction. Instead of a city of 

isolated pieces, imagine a 

city of wholes. 

6 

"8. The catalyst need not be 

consumed in the process but 

can remain identifiable. Its 

identity need not be 

sacrificed when·it becomes 

part of a larger whole. 

The persistence of 

individual identities--many 

owners, occupants, and 

architects-- enriches the 

city." 

Catalysts are not used as a 

final outcome in urban design 

but as a prescription for 

6 



guiding future design. One of the 

main emphases of this program IS 

to help create an interaction 

between existing elements and new 

ones. This interaction will be 

achieved within the overall scheme 

of what IS trying to be 

accomplished. 

7 
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4. Architectural Issue #4- Linkage activity. A well-defined 

& accessibility People should be circulation pattern will help to 

able to walk between activity ensure a quality pedestrian 

centers. There must ·be some kind environment. The linkage of 

of link between the Union Depot neighborhoods 111 the area should 

District, the convention center, and also be part of the network of 

the future El Paso Museum of Art. connections. Private development 

The link should be convenient, safe should have restrictions on blank 

and aesthetically pleasing. Parking walls and parking lots fronting the 

and vehicular access should be streets to avoid psychological 

convenient, efficient and safe. A barriers. In the case of a blank wall, 

clear definition of pedestrian use moneys will be appropriated to 

must be established in order to paint murals. Priority should be 

encourage walking and street given to the short -tenn parking 

8 

customers. This will encourage 

more shoppers to come to the area 

because of the ease of getting to 

their destination. Commuter 

parking will be adjacent to the train 

station, which is the hub for the 

entire Sun Metro transit system for 

EI Paso. The depot will become 

the transit hub for people traveling 

all oyer the city. The train tenninal 

\\ill help as well. 

Automobiles must be an 

integral part of the urban fabric. 

Whenever possible roads should be 

8 
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convenient and attractive. "Buses a cohesive whole with each 

and street cars must not seem to dependent upon the other. 

intrude but to belong; pedestrians 

must feel at ease with them (Attoe 
Compositionai l;'orm 

and Logan 139)." Linkages hold 

the city together, helping to unite 

all of the layers of the urban fabric. 

A compositional fonn consists of 

individual buildings that are made 

to fit in abstract plans (figure 6). 

In compositional fonn the buildings 

are more important than the overall 

urban pattem. In this program, the 
~,.) ~ "',. . .. 

individual buildings should become FIGURE 6: Compositional form, Union Depot District 

9 



Architectural Precedence 

B. Background: 

For years downtown San 

Antonio, Texas, was dirty and 

unsafe. It has become a successful 

example of an adaptive use 

redevelopment project which can 

be used in a comparative analysis. 

Once redevelopment began, it 

changed the life and morale of the 

city. 

The first step that was taken 

cleared the river of debris and re

routed it (figure 7). The river runs 

directly through the middle of 

downtown. This clean-up 

became a catalyst to 

redevelopment and new design 

along the waterfront. Many of the 

o 

buildings around the nver only 

opened to the street. The buildings 

were redesigned and new entrances 

were opened to the river side 

(figure 8). 

FIGURE 7: Proposed plan for San Antonio, Texas riverwalk 

o 
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San Antonio is a city with a 

very large Hispanic population. 

This ethnic diversity was used as 

the main theme for redevelopment 

of the riverwalk. The designers 

used an Old Mexico motif and 

guided much of their architecture 

around this. The Paseo del Rio, the 

nver walk, IS the solution of 

adaptive use. A good example of 

adaptive use within the overall 
Pasco dcl Rio, Sail AI1I(mio. 

project IS an old college that 
FIGURE 8: Riverwalk guided tour boat in San Antonio 

backed up against the nver. The 

college was converted into La 

~ I 1 



Mansion del Rio Hotel, and is now 

one of the most exclusive hotels in 

the area (figure 9). The hotel 

originally opened to the street on 

the opposite side of the building 

from the river. When it was 

converted, a new entrance was built 

on the riverside. The entrance is 

not very inviting but allows for 

pnvacy. The hotel's facade and 

design are still a part of the overall 

theme of the riverwalk, although it 

IS a bit secluded from the 

passersby. Another hotel in the 

area is the Hyatt. The design of 

this hotel is fluid and helps to guide 

people from the street level to the 

2 

river below. On the street side of 

the Hyatt is the Alamo, which helps 

to create a 

FIGURE 9: Night view of La Mansion Hotel-San Antonio 

2 



strong link between the two. The 

river walk in San Antonio defines 

old structures and reuses them. 

These new designs of the riverside 

buildings help to give the city a 

sense of historical pride among the 

people of San Antonio. Its 

economic and ethnic dimensions 

make it comparable to my project 

in El Paso, Texas. 

3 
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c. Potential Design response: 

The nusslOn of the entire 

project IS to revitalize a part of 

downtown El Paso and make it a 

viable part of the community and its FIGURE 10: Downtown El Paso, Texas 

economy (figure 10). 



1. Goal #1: The adaptive use 

of the Union Depot District project 

should provide what Attoe and 

Logan call townscape, 

participation, and heterogeneity 

which are all part of the humanist 

effort. 

Performance Requirement: 

a. Townscape- When 

designing the pedestrian routes, 

street closures may be necessary to 

help enhance the overall scheme of 

the project (figure 11 ). Shops will 

be placed on pedestrian levels to 

help ensure a higher level of safety 

to apartment owners. The main 

plaza and pedestrian walkways 

will all be open air. The outdoor 

area will try to enhance a festival 

marketplace atmosphere (figure 

5 

This will be achieved through the 

combination of entertainment, 

pedestrian places to sit for 

socialization, specialty shopping, 

and recreational eating. An area 

will be designed that will provide 

goods, like fruits and vegetables, 

FIGURE 11: Proposed street closure FIGllRE 12: Idea for fcsti\al marketplace theme 



for daily use. The area will be 

designed to meet the needs of the 

people living in the area and those 

who visit. Buildings will have their 

true facades shown to help with the 

overall scheme .of a festival 

marketplace. The pedestrian 

experience will consist of new 

lighting, concrete benches, plants 

and shade trees . There will be a 

fountain in the center of the plaza, 

which is typical of Mexican design 

(figure 14). 

FIGURE 14: Mexican plaza with fountain in center 

~:~:" .' : ' , 
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Many mWlllOWIJ prOgldlllS 

have ]een ,Ulsul.:l.:essluiJu~ to 

cosmetic 'al.:e-!iiling of JUlidillgs 

instead of structural revitalization. 

The :dea of revitalization ;1 ne 

Union Depot District .. ~nould l~e 10 

enhance what is there '0 Gfl1H! 

people downtown and keep ~·.lem 

there. The focus here will beo 

create an environment that will be 

real and not cosmetic ~L!fQerv. 

because "Urbanism does not spring 

from cosmetics (Attoe and [('lIar 

p.28)." The design of the 

diStrict. will create i;.s own identity, 

3el apm1 from the rest of-the ~ 

Juiiuings in me downtown area., If 

:le : a~::: is not Llfierem from what::l 

is ~iU"eaQV there, .nen its chances of 

·uccess are reduced. 

b. . ':1e Vision of 

a 'llxed . se cultural center 111 t,e 

.'.(j\vntown of El Paso, it l1lay be 

:ecessarv to I n/o!ve citizens in tie 

very :arly stages of the ;'OlCCt. 

lndividuals, ,;i"chitects. \ ev."lopers, 

and representatives shotlld be ~ ~k~/! 

7 7 

to help d, 'sl~n \\ iwt th,~v think rt :it' ir 

ea () I' -the' t; ea shoutd:lt,)o(.; 'Le. e 

,emoos, i, s: 0\1(e1 be '~CVit1' tl it 

t le p 'ocess i~ not in :lIlible, :, 11~; ~ 

JIIV :'), cc(;"ses a; (1 T; ilureR .. ' :) fJ 

Cl:csses . .al~ :11 ~ll I ]'lCISC() 

O\.,!velopment a ;;1'; 

P :lces oote iIave 
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Many downtown programs district will create its own identity, 

have been unsuccessful due to set apart from the rest of the 

cosmetic face-lifting of buildings buildings in the downtown area. If 

instead of structural revitalization. the area' is not different from what 

The idea of revitalization in the is already there, then its chances of 

Union Depot District, should be to success are reduced. 

enhance what is there to bring b. The Vision of 

people downtown and keep them Participation- To effectively design 

there. The focus here will be to a mixed use cultural center in the 

create an environment that will be downtown of El Paso, it may be 

real and not cosmetic surgery, necessary to involve citizens in the 

because "Urbanism does not spring very early stages of the project. 

from cosmetics (Attoe and Logan Individuals, architects, developers, 

p.28)." The design of the and representatives should be asked 

7 

to help design what they think their 

idea of the area should look like. 

The architect and the developer 

should use this infonnation to help 

with and guide design elements of 

the area. When using participation 

methods, it should be known that 

the process is not infallible, it has 

many successes and failures. Two 

successes are in San Francisco, 

California, in the Embarcedero 

Center and Golden Gateway 

Development areas. In these 

places, people have been 

7 
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encouraged to mold their 

environments according to their 

own visions of what it should be. 

The Union Depot District will mix 

offices, retail, and housing along 

with very inviting pedestrian 

places designed for the people who 

would be using it. The two projects 

mentioned above, help to make the 

lives of the people who use them 

much more pleasing and physically 

sociable due to the same mixture of 

facilities. 

For the Union Depot District 

to be successful there must be some 

kind of community involvement. If 

there is involvement, then people 

who use the new area will be more 

likely to come back. 

c. The Vision of 

Heterogeneity- Heterogeneity IS a 

positive feature of urbanism. 

Hwnanists believe that the mixture 

in the city center should be visually 

rich and socially diverse. "More 

than a mixture, however, mixing is 

needed, truly integrated zones of 

8 

transition where land uses and 

activities actually overlap ( Attoe 

and Logan, p. 33) (figure 15)." 

FIGURE 15: Layering of buildings 

A mixture of activities like night 

life, working, eating and living in 

the downtown of EI Paso is 

necessary and should be a primary 

8 



concern within the overall aspect of 

the project. Housing and retail 

should occur simultaneously to 

ensure success for new businesses 

that come to the area. 

9 
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2. Goal #2. The Union Depot while enhancing the viewers' crosswalks, bus stops, and comers 

District should be a safe appreciation of the nighttime city. (figure 16 & 17). 

environment with plenty of lighting. Lighting will also be used to 

Parking should also be within close accentuate landmarks like the train 

proximity to the site with efficient station and a sculpture, by John 

lighting as well. Houser, in the center of the plaza. 

Performance Requirements 
Lighting that is placed high in the 

air will not be as effective as lower 
a. Lighting allows the 

lighting. Low lighting with a strong 
users of the Union Depot District to 

illwnination will be used 
utilize the area at night as well as 

throughout the entire district to help 
during the day. Adequate lighting 

optimize pedestrian movement and 
will aid the movement of traffic, 

ensure safety. Low lighting will 
vehicular and pedestrian. It assists 

also be used to help accentuate FIGURE 16: Typical street lighting 

in crime prevention and security 



FIGURE 17: Low lighting for safety 

b. Parking lots should be 

well illuminated for purposes of 

safety and protection from 

vandalism. Lighting should be 

omnidirectional located 111 the 

center of aisles so that shadows 

between cars do not occur. White 

light is also recommended for 

parking garages so that the owners 

of cars can find them quickly and 

easily. 

Parking must properly be 

located and well secured in order 

for the use to be maximized. Short

term parking should be limited to 

the block within close proximity, 

250 to 400 ft. Long-tenn parkers 

may extend their walking range a 

block further 400 to 900 ft. (Berk 

IS-I) (figure 18). 

1 

For the best utilization of space, 

parking should be at the edge or 

periphery of the center. The edge 

will help serve as a clear definition 

of where the boundaries of the 

historical district lie (figure 19). 

Parking should, if applicable, be 

located behind or worked into the 

overall scheme of the marketplace 

periphery. Any surface parking 

should have slmlbbery at the edge 

for aesthetics and to hide the 

automobiles (figure 20). 



At night the parking lot must be 

well lit for safety. 
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FIGURE 19: Map of area under study in the Union Depot District 
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FIGURE 20: Shrubbery to hide cars 
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3. GOAL #3 A catalyst 

should be used to spur other 

development and as a guideline for 

the design of new buildings and 

refurbishment of old ones (figure 

21). 

FIGURE 21: Catalytic development 

Per formance Requirements 

a. The train depot should be 

used as the catalyst for the district 

itself and for new development; it 

will serve as a landmark for the 

entire area (figure 22). 

FIGURE 22: Landmark-aerial view of Union Depot District 

.~~ - . . '." ' ,~, . 
{~. . . , ' 
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The train station will be used 

because it can be seen from many 

directions when approaching it 

(figure 23). 

-. 
FIGURE 23: Views of Landmark 

Aspects of the depot's design will 

be singled 

through the 

out and repeated 

entire project. The train station will 

be a model for renewal of old 

buildings in the district. The depot 

will also" be used as a foundation 

for new development that will 

occur adjacent to the district. The 

city of El Paso has established 

guidelines that include the 

refurbishment and design of the 

following: materials and finishes, 

lighting, signs, fencing and walls, 

windows and porches, and security. 

b. The old buildings 

surrounding the train station will be 

5 

enhanced to create an environment 

that meets the multicultural needs 

of El Paso and Ciudad Juarez. 

These buildings will be converted 

into restaurants, apartments, 

offices and most important, 

housing. The buildings will receive 

facelifts as well as structural 

renovation. Any new buildings in 

the area should help to enhance the 

architectural composition of the 

train depot and establish a pattem 

for new districts. 



c. Shops and restaurants will 

be in close proximity to each other 

in order to create the compactness 

that is necessary for integration, 

socially and culturally (figure 24). 

FIGURE 24: Proximity to shops 

The area should establish positive 

open spaces and forms within the 

existing archetype. The adaptive

use of the buildings, coupled with 

culturally integrated architecture, 

should create an environment to 

successfully attain harmony within 

the overaJI pattern of city life. 

d. The downtown is diverse 

in culture, economics, and morality. 

The Union Depot District area 

must take into account the close 

proximity to Mexico. The design 

of the plaza should be a mixture of 

styles from Ciudad Juarez and EI 

Paso. Spanish revival, modenl 

Mexican architecture and the 

architecture of the district should be 

6 

fused together in a way that 

different ethnic groups will be able 

to learn about the cultures. The 

architectural motifs of the area are 

historical in nature and should be 

considered as design elements in 

any new buildings. 

e. The use of the train 

station as a catalyst cannot be 

implemented without a careful 

understanding of the 

socioeconomics, traditional uses of 

the buildings, and the configuration 

of the streets and how they work. 

6 
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The closing of streets III the area 

must not impede upon the 

movement of traffic to and from the 

site (figure 25). 

r-o 

--------- --/, I, I!., __ 
_ .o~ 

FIGURE 25: View toward NOIthwest-possible street closure 

.; a.; ~"!. ' , . . ~ I : 7 



Several of the buildings in 

the area are used as factories and 

are in operation from early in the 

morning to midaftemoon. These 

larger buildings could become 

restaurants or nightclubs. The 

streets in the area are all low 

density, with the exception of 

Paisano at peak hours. There is a 

one one-way street that will be 

turned into a pedestrian area or a 

two-way street (figure 26). 

/ 
FIGURE 26: New pedestrianized street area 

8 
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4. Goal #4. Linkage and the Union Depot District. The district. A clear definition is also 

accessibility- The Union Depot linkage will take place to the north needed to show where the district is 

District's linkage between other of the convention center. The when approaching it from 

elements of the downtown core access road to the Chamber of Interstate 10. The interstate nms 

should become an integral part of Commerce offices has been directly through the center of El 

the urban fabric (figure 27). blocked off and is very rarely used. Paso. It connects the east coast to 

New pav1l1g, lighting and the west coast and is one of the 

landscaping should be put in where only interstate hi2.hv,"aYs in the -' ....... 

the road is. Space should also be area. To the south of the SIte. 

supplied for vendors that may set improyements should be made to 

their booths up along this route. control traffic all PaiSaIl(li_ Tllis \\ 35 

When approaching the Union Train an early hl~hv,ay in EI P.-:.SJ Toe 
FIGURE 27: Linkage to other districts 

Depot, special emphasis will be 
The major linkage that will occur 

placed upon the entrance t(,1 the 
will be between the arts district and 
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provides access to the three the Union Depot District, can be system of linkages and as a result 

intenlational bridges which also achieved through the use of a can help to create a better city to 

connect Ciudad Juarez to EI Paso live in . 

(figure 28). 

The Campbell neighborhood is on 

the southeast side of the site. This 

neighborhood should be celebrated 

and gladly accepted into the 

overall plan of the new area. The 

integration of the surrounding areas 

by linking them together helps to I ~~ . 
J - ' ,I • . - ., 

create the framework of the city. 

The preservation of buildings, in 

FIGURE 28: Access bridges from Ciudad Juarez to Paisano 

. - - - -- -



The international bridges perpendicularly to Paisano 

between Mexico and America are therefore, they are the easiest 

considered gateways. Traffic means of getting to the Union 

between the two c0u11tries is very Depot District. 

heavy, and often leads to the 

frustration of waiting in long lines 1995 NORTHBOUND (To EI Paso) CROSSINGS 

to come into the United States 
FREIGHf PASS.·· TOTAL· TOTAL 

MONTH PEDESTRW CARRIERS CARRIERS CARRIERS PERSONS 
(figure 29) (Source: Department of All B 'd n 1ges 

JAN 268,549 49,871 1,309,532 1 ,359,403 3,363,990 

Plamling, Research, & FEB 439,828 47,546 1,267,202 1 ,314,748 3,434,397 
MAR 382,405 48,255 1,355,947 1 ,404,202 3,571,553 
APR 384,982 51,214 1 ,317,588 1,368,802 3,492,255 
MAY 385,562 46,314 1,366,848 1 ,413,162 3,598,783 Development). Accessibility to the 

JUN 373,947 48,443 1,339,071 1,387,514 3,526,474 
Union Depot District from Mexico JUL 0 0 0 0 0 

AUG 0 0 0 0 0 
SEP 0 0 0 0 0 
OCT 0 0 0 0 0 

can be achieved through the llse of 

NOV 0 0 0 0 0 
DEC 0 0 0 0 0 these bridges. The streets coming 

from Mexico connect IYTD: 1 2,235,2731 291,6431 7,956,1881 8,247,831120,987,4521 

FIGlJRE 29: Statistics on visitors coming through EI Paso. TX. 
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SOUTHBOUND CROSSINGS BY BRIDGE, TYPE, AND MONTH 

ALL BRIDGES SOUTHBOUND CROSSINGS BY TYPE AND BY MONTH 
1992 1993 1994 1995 

Noo-Comm. Comm. lNoo-Comm. Comm. Noo-Comm. Comm. Noo-:Comm. Comm. 
Peds. Vehicles Vehicles Peds. Vehicles Vehicles Peds. Vehicles Vehicles Peds. Vehicles Vehicles 

Jan 319,331 96S,3Z2 "4,355 480,ZS2 1,156,913 41,139 456,811 1,330,011 42,967 268,'49 1,309,532 49,871 

Feb 284,865 1,014,399 42,726 479,254 1,059,899 44,172 502,777 1,207,766 44,114 439,828 1,267,202 47,546 

Mar 267,106 1,000,093 45,897 454,925 1,210,411 48,002 622,119 1,347,299 47,264 382,405 1,355,947 48,255 

Apr 523,269 1,019,729 43,319 475,335 1,228,550 44,871 546,319 1,274,931 41,485 384,982 1,317,588 51,214 

May 559,608 988,565 44,417 515,018 1,314,154 61,267 580,537 1,352,558 42,715 385,562 1,366,848 46,314 

Juri 489,533 1,138,724 44,811 448,424 1,273,634 50,616 433,959 1,249,419 48,905 373,947 1,339,071 48,443 
Jui 419,503 1,145,607 42,393 550,564 1,406,128 48,441 557,883 1,330,541 43,365 0 0 0 

Aug 599,106 1,275,235 46,713 512,008 1,421,626 45,667 455,134 1,384,219 47,030 0 0 0 

Sep 409,217 1,141,967 42,401 414,581 1,331,947 46,092 424,722 1,366,637 46,006 0 0 0 

Oct 462,930 1,206,198 48,718 506,641 1,366,815 47,121 386,014 1,368,590 48,535 0 0 0 

Nov 637,374 1,124,535 43,770 457,484 1,282,807 46,017 279,917 1,299,307 45,314 0 0 0 
Dec 714,941 1,254,225 40,658 577,637 1,229,109 43,123 425,842 1,352,953 46,236 0 0 0 
Tot: 5,686,789 13,274,599 530,178 5,872,123 15,282,053 566,528 5,672,034 15,864,231 543,936 2,235,273 7,956,188 291,643 

2 
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Part III-Facility Issues 
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Part III originally appeared. The adaptive meet new codes and standards 

FACILITY PROGRAM ISSUES 
use process involves the restoring (figure 1). 

of the structure and modifying it to 
Adaptive use is a way of 

usmg a building or structure that 

has been condemned or overlooked 

and preserving it to its natural state. 

This process of recapturing the 

building is a way to transfonn the 

use and give it a new energy for 

future purposes. Adaptive use 

utilizes the original exteriors and 

some interiors of the building. It is 

a process of restoration that helps 

the historical building survive as it FIGURE 1: Renovation of old downtown building 

4 



Through adaptive use, architects try 

to create open spaces and pleasing 

enviromnents where people feel 

safe and comfortable. It helps 

people associate with the past to 

create a common domain amongst 

each other. In the United States 

there is a belief that building 

something new is superior to having 

or restoring something old. This 

notion of always having something 

new has been around since the 

fowlding of our nation 

(Architectural Record, 1985). 

Although we copied European 

styles we have not developed our 

own style which is unique to our 

country and our culture. This 

custom of not having anything to 

build from, was developed when 

our nation was first discovered. 

As Americans, we have become so 

misguided by the process of 

creating a disposable society that it 

becomes non-conducive to a 

cohesive plan; thus, it results 111 

cities with multitudes of styles that 

do not work with one another. 

5 

Due to the multitude of styles, 

many of the buildings of the city 

become run-down and as a result 

they are demolished. This is all 

counterproductive to the urban 

design process of a city. 

After World War II, we 

began to rebuild and rethink the 

way cities were planned. The new 

beginnings goal was to tear do\\,TI 

what was old and put something 

new in its place. Federal aid 

programs like the Federal Highway 

Act of 1956 established leg1s1atil'ltl 
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whiclt h~ to bulldoze blighted 

and that 

,nUl u::.1J,equ31ie luid and high-rise 

figure 31, .-\5 a result the 

FIGURE 2: 1950's-bulldozing blighted 
be:came sterile and 

UIlllY'l'::::JZ and lacked aesthetics. 

This ::.;x; of building created 

spac,t:: ~;::;a~ did not promote the 

dl·~""'l.","'~'".' -, ,.i,- J' <JJ<-r C.l' i. !,J!.::: (''.,1'-..; ..;' S The 

thc rn](Jdk 
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the community the option to move 

to the new suburbs. The suburb 

became the dream environment 

because it provided new homes and 

schools that were free of city 

nUIsances (figure 4). As a result of 

the new highways, many people 

were left ill city centers with 

rundown neighborhoods and 

schools. Often what occurred was 

a community that was divided into 

two parts, by the highways, 

leading to hostility between the 

sections of the community. 
FIGURE 3: New proposed highways 

7 



In the nineteen sixties, there 

was a reaction against many of the 

urban renewal reforms, and the 

devastation that occUrred because 

of it. This period of time was 

witness to the emergence of people 

moving back to the cities and 

restoring vacant and rundown 

buildings in the city core. Most of 

the redevelopment occurred in 

housing but slowly moved to office 

complexes, with little retail areas 

being built or restored. Many 

developers were not interested in 

the idea of rebuilding downtown 

when they knew they had a huge 

market 111 building suburban 

shopping malls. 

In the seventies, a new 

awareness in the value of the older 

buildings began to flourish. 

Architects saw the potential of 

older structures and began 

redesigning them. Citizens also 

became involved with the design 

and redevelopment of the historical 

districts. During the energy crisis 

of the 1970's people began to see 

8 

the results of living in the suburbs. 

The cost of gasoline became very 

high and construction costs rose 

tremendously. This crisis in turn 

encouraged the conversion of the 

older downtown buildings into 

housing. The reuse of buildings 

downtown also helped to cut down 

on fuel costs. The government 

began to help with the 

redevelopment of the downtowns 

and provide incentives to move 

back to the center. "Local tax 

easements and abatements, Federal 

8 
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Urban Development Action Grants, results from new increment district, holds 

and various types of subsidized construction and rising public hearings to establish 

loans lured investors and assessments in a project that the area is in blighted 

developers into the field (Friedan area. U sing this revenue condition appropriate for 

and Sagalyn 76)." Another form stream as collateral, redevelopment, and presents 

of assistance for redevelopment redevelopment agencies a project plan to the city 

was the Tax Increment Financing issue tax-exempt bonds council for approval. When 

(TIF) fund. and operate with much the council approves the 

"It allows city 
greater fiscal autonomy that plan, the existing assessed 

redevelopment agencies to the federal urban renewal value of property in the 

pay their expenses for a program ever followed. To district, called the tax base, 

project by keeping the start the process, a is frozen for the benefit of.. 

increase in property tax redevelopment agency draws local governments that have 

collections that normally boundaries for a special tax- been collecting taxes from it. 

9 
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Afterward any tax revenues Buildings that were not spaces; Will the new use work 

that result from increases in demolished in the fifties usually dimensionally? Is the access 

the tax base flow from the meant that they had special possible and appropriate? Can the 

county collection office to character in design, location, and desired circulation plan be 

the coffers of the premium materials. The underlying achieved? and What kind of space 

redevelopment agency key to success in adaptive use is to will there be \\-hen it is finished? 

(Frieden and Sagalyn 97)." capture the uniqueness of the A big problem in reuse IS 

particular area being studied. In a finding ne\1{ space and rearranging 

The eighties brought more 
new building, architects can design it to fit with new circulation. 

acceptance of these new programs 
and give the structure meaning but .c.\nolber problem that exists is with 

than in the years before. This 
in older buildings the architect has the preservation of the old building 

acceptance would help with the 
to rediscover the potential. There and making it structurally safe. The 

many redevelopment projects that 
are four questions that must be ability to find the potential 

would be started during this period. 
answered while planning the new qualities is to find the soul of the 

o 
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building. When adaptive use was become a vital part of the city once 

first applied, it was for individual agam. 

buildings. The trend of reuse today 

is to redevelop entire" groupings of 

buildings. This grouping helps 

designers and planners create the 

urban design fabric of the city. By 

redeveloping entire areas it also 

helps to instill a sense of pride in 

the people and establish their 

historical roots m the city. 

Adaptive use rebuilds what has 

been forgotten in hopes that it will 
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A. Issues Office crowds help to support the this category whether for home 

1. Facility Issue #1. Offices- The 
restaurants at lunch time and after consumption or dining out. 

category of offices in a mixed-use 
work, they also help support the 3. Facility Issues #3. Hotels-

project covers a wide range of 
shops. Offices also need hotels for Millions of visitors come through 

activities. The uses range from 
out of town business clients that the El Paso area each year (figure 

small organizations to large 
have meetings in the downtown 5) (Source: Greater El Paso Ci\ ic, 

corporations. 
area. Offices also support housing Convention & Tourist Center). 

"City, county, state, and 
in the downtown area, which helps 

Many people stop here to stay 

federal government agencies 
to alleviate the problems of traffic 

overnight in one of the many hotel s 

are major users of downtown 
and pollution. 

that are located away from the core 

office space, as are a variety 
2. Facility Issue #2. Retailing- of the city. The ci\;c center is a 

of nonprofit organizations 
Retailing includes any items that major influence in bringing \ lsltJrs 

and associations (Paumier 
are for sale to the general public. to the city but~ marlY times ttle\ . . . 

88)." 
All of the food services are under ha\"e to stay ill the h(,tels k,,('.Jre~": 



away from the downtown. The 

people who stay in the hotels 

Tourist/Convention Indicators 
City of EI Paso 

1989-1990 

Total Total 
Visitors ~nding 

Tourists 2,363,488 $463,243,648 
Delegates 72,060 41,293,983 

Total Visitors 2,435,548 $504,537,631 

1988-1989 

Total Total 
Visitors Spending 

Tourists 2,534,479 $408,232,890 
Delegates 53,226 27,645,054 

Total Visitors 2,587,705 5435,877,944 

Source: Greater El Paso Civic, Convention & Tourist Center 

FIGURE 5: Visitors to El Paso, TX. 

Spending 
Per Visitor 

$196.00 
573.05 

$207.16 

Spending 
Per Visitor 

$161.07 
519.39 

$168.44 
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downtown support the shopping, 

entertainment and restaurants near 

the hotel. If there were more of a 

variety downtown then more hotels 

would be needed, and thus become 

a cog in the economic cycle of the 

cities core. 

4. Facility Issue #4. Housing-

Housing defined in terms of the 

Union Depot District ranges from 

efficiency apartments to large 

townhouses. Any successful 

downtown without fail includes a 

strong diverse residential area. 

3 



Housing adds to the downtown's 

attractiveness as a center for 

shopping and prospective 

downtown offices. . Housing can 

also benefit from cultural and 

entertainment attractions that are in 

the district. Housing also gIves 

necessary support to the retail 

businesses that offer a wide variety 

of goods and services. 

5. Facility Issue #5. Culture, 

Entertainment, and Recreation -

These are ways to add to the 

hospitality of visitors which helps 

to satisfy the mixed-use of a 

downtown. The culture aspect 

includes plays, ballets, symphonies 

and museums. The entertainment 

aspect includes movies, theaters, 

concert halls, and nightclubs. The 

recreational issue deals primarily 

with sporting events. 

6. Facility Issue #6. Special events 

and activities- These include the 

vending booths or kiosks that help 

to create an attraction downtown. 

Exhibits that occur outdoors in 

particular parts of the seasons may 

4 

also be under this category. 

Special events can be aimed at the 

international market as well as the 

local market. They could include 

parades, parties, celebrations and 

holiday festivals. 



Architectural Precedence 

B. Background: 

Case Study # 1 

Project: Quincy Market- Boston 

Historic Fanueil Hall 

Marketplace. 

Architect: Benjamin Thompson 

Location : Boston, Massachusetts 

Approximate start date: 1966 

Quincy Market-Boston, Mass 

1976. 

When the Federal Highway act was 

passed, many homes and 

businesses in the United States 

were bulldozed and the land was 

cleared to build highways. This 

clearing was a direct cause of the 

decline of retail sales and housing 

in downtown. The reality was that 

it was much cheaper to build a 

retail center on a cornfield and have 

as much space as you needed rather 

than rebuild downtown where land 

was costly and parking was scarce. 

Years after the first occurrences of 

5 

suburbanization occurred outside of 

Boston, investors began looking at 

downtown's potential once agam. 

Although costs were high, 

developers had the ability to 

negotiate with the city officials. 

At first, the opposition 

outnumbered those who were for 

the redevelopment projects of 

Boston. People were 

uncomfortable with the idea of 

ha\ iog tax dollars spent 00 

something they s.aw as fri\"olous. It 

took a few city officials, a 



developer with good ideas, and 

financial stability to get the project 

started finally. The initial project 

was to rebuild the old food market 

of historical Fanueil Hall and make 

it work within the urban design 

pattern of the city, 

"historic or modem but 

simply the genuine 

continuation of a special 

place in the city life 

growing tastefully out of 

genuine urban commerce and 

answenng human needs 

(Halpern. 187)." 

The site along the waterfront 

was to be a catalyst for future 

development in the heart of the city. 

Quincy Market was an attraction 

to lure visitors and people from the 

suburbs to come and spend their 

money at the restaurants and 

specialty shops. It is within 

walking distance of city hall and 

also encompasses a neighborhood 

northwest of the site. 

6 

The plans for the 

redevelopment of Quincy Market 

were to clean up the area and 

provide a contemporary shopping 

setting for visitors and residents. 

This was also to provide a place for 

local merchants to sell their goods. 

Unlike the suburban malls with 

their chain stores, Quincy Market 

would help the local business 

people of Boston. The market had 

a colorful atmosphere, independent 

merchants peddling their carts over 

the entire area, and was entirely 

6 
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open air. A clause in the tenants' their financial slump. The city 

leases ruled out certain things so funded $12 million to redevelop the 

that they would keep in touch with area that would be called Quincy 

the mood that the architect and Market (figure 6). 

developer were trying to achieve. 

Boston was in an economic 

decline and this project was thought 

by many to help them to get out of 

it. Most of the citizens, developers, 

and investors were not interested 

in the big cities. From the 

beginning, the city of Boston was 

involved because they saw Fanueil 

Hall as a way to bring them out of 
FIGURE 6: Quincy Market, Boston, 

7 



The largest shopping center 

developer in the COWltry was 

pessimistic from the very begilming 

of the idea of revival of this area: 

"I wouldn't put a penny 

downtown. It's bad .... face 

it, why should people come 

in? They don't want the 

hassle, they don't want the 

danger.. .. and the money: 

my God, you'd need 

fantastic government 

subsidies, amazmg 

subsidies. No individual or 

corporate set up can make 

even a dent in these 

problems. So what do you 

do'? Exactly what I'm 

doing: stay out in the 

country. That's the new 

downtown (Frieden 

and Sagalyn 5)." 

Voices like these were filtering 

throughout the community however 

there were a few who completely 

had belief in the project. Mayor 

Kevin White was one of the people 

who was involved from the 

8 

beginning, he knew that the risk 

factor involved was high but he was 

willing to help ensure success in the 

project. He spoke with several 

developers about the project and 

finally chose James Rouse. When 

the project got underway; Rouse 

did not have the backing of large 

investors or developers for the 

project. As bankers reviewed the 

project and contemplated the 

financial aspect of it they finally 

decided to help with the 

undertaking. The opposition that 

8 
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had been there at first, began to year as many as ten million people 

diminish and the project started to came to Quincy Market. 

look potentially good to many 

different people. 

When openmg day arrived 

on August 26, 1975, a very 

moderate crowd showed up in the 

morning. By the end of the day the 

project had proven to developers, 

city officials and citizens that it was 

a complete success. On the first 

day estimates of 100,000 people 

were calculated and during the first 

9 



Case Study #2: 

Project: Fort Worth Downtown 

Renovation 

Architect: James Toal- city 

planning director at the time 

Location: Fort Worth, Texas 

Approximate start date: 1968 

In the late 1960' s, Fort 

Worth was like many other large 

cities of its kind. The city core was 

deteriorating and had no plans for 

improvement. Many of the large 

department stores relocated in the 

suburbs leaving the large buildings 

vacant. During the day there were 

enough office buildings to help 

sustain the few restaurants in the 

area, but at night the area 

completely shut down. In 1968, 

the convention center was built on 

what used to be called Hell's Half 

Acre because of the saloons and 

brothels that used to be there. The 

convention center in Fort Worth did 

not help with the revitalization of 

the downtown area; businesses still 

moved to the suburbs after it was 

o 

built. Much of the street life also 

diminished from the core and 

resulted 111 a nine-to-five 

downtown. In 1978, Sid Bass of 

Bass Brothers Enterprises devised 

plans for a two-block area fronting 

Main Street to be fully restored. 

The agreement also called for 

redeveloping a former department 

store into a 500-room hotel. After 

this catalytic improvement, the city 

of Fort Worth annowlced plans for 

street renovation, a new library, 

and rebricking and landscaping of 

o 



several sidewalks. Federal grants 

were used for the construction of 

wlderground parking and open 

space pedestrian areas. The new 

growth helped to spur the design of 

new office buildings, which 

doubled the amount of office space 

from 4 million sq. ft. to 8 million 

sq. ft .. 

The Bass Brothers 

Enterprises project for the old 

SWldance Square used the original 

building and added to the old hotel 

(figure 7). 

FIGURE 7: Sundance Square. Fort \\ OrtlL T ' . 

.. . ".-. 
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They added an arts center, a 

nightclub, theater and a rooftop 

grotto to the old building (figure 8). 
FIGURE 8: Additions to Sundance Square 

Ed Bass' SUnLl811Ge West proJ t';c t providc,j a major boost to do,,~' 1 " ~J ll t/. 

2 
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To help assist further development, to build 59 more apartments in the that was almost completely 

Bass Enterprises hired a staff of same area. This multi-use project deteriorated. The revitalization 

young professionals to find the helped to revitalize a downtown helped change the morale of the 

economic anchor of the city, which 

was the convention center. It 

brought in thousands of dollars to 

the town every year. A theater 

became a cultural anchor for the 

downtown, designed in a 1930's art 

deco style (figure 9). 

Fifty-nine housing units 

were eventually built and rented 
FIGURE 9: New Art-Deco theater in downtown Fort Worth 

within the first month of 

completion. There are now plans 

3 
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citizens and encourage investment "There were lots of 
. . 

vOIce 111 (Mclinden and 

in the downtown sector of the city. challenges. Our public Kominicki 8)." 

All of this was achieved through a spaces were poor, retail was 

public-private ownership. One of continuing to diminish, and 
The main areas of focus for 

the reasons it was so successful there were major public 
the redevelopment of F ort Worth's 

was that it used a downtown improvements that needed 
downtown were culture, 

redevelopment organization, to take place. There was a 
entertainment, residential living and 

Downtown Fort Worth Inc. That general feeling that the 
tourism. Success came through a 

established a link between the private sector needed to be a 
master plan and having public-

public and private sectors. Ken little bit more involved in 
private ownership. The need for 

Devero was the head of the their downtown, because 
cooperation among city officials 

organization and said this about the changes needed to be made 
and the private sector is imperative 

project: that the needed to have a 
if this same type of project is to 

occur in EI Paso, Texas. 

4 
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c. Potential Design Response offices III the upper floors (figure 

The rrusslOn of the project IS to 
10). 

create a multi-use center that will 

enhance the vitality of the central 

core of El Paso. The center will 

create the setting for learning about 

other cultures and in the process 

establish a harmonious environment 

between the two most prevalent 

cultures within the El Paso area. 

1. Goal # 1. Offices - Many 

of the buildings in the Union Depot 

District have multiple stories, thus 
FIGURE 10: Wicker tire building, El Paso, TX. 

have the availability to establish 

5 
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Performance Requirements stations so people will feel at ease 

a. Many of the buildings P\..A'2.A 
walking to their cars. Extra 

should be retrofitted to the needs of 
security will also be provided for 

new business offices. The two to 

three-story buildings along San 

~ 
, 

IS-tflOQR • 
RJ1"AIL 

2."'" FLOO'R-

added safety from crime. A 

parking garage should be built for 

Antonio Street are an ideal location OFfiCES the visitors coming to the area. 

for the offices. The entrances 
The garage should have retail 

should fit into to the overall design 
fronting the plaza. The retail 

of the district but should be 
FIGURE 11: Employee separation form public 

should be at least two stories in 

separate from the direct public 
height and should follow any design 

(figure 11). The employees may 
architectural design of EI Paso and guidelines set up by the city. At 

enter through colonnades that have 
Ciudad Juarez. night the garages will be used by 

been converted to fit with the The parking area will have visitors going to the nightclubs or 

overall Spanish adequate lighting and manned pay shopping (figure 12). 

6 
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FIGURE 12: Access to Nightclubs 
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2. Goal #2. Retail- All 

access to retail should be provided 

at ground level. Shoppers should 

feel safe, comfortable and have the 

opportunity to shop when there is 

inclement weather. 

Performance Requirements 

a. Employees should park 

on the exterior of the newly 

designed plaza or on the upper 

floors of the parking garage. 

Shoppers should have quick access 

to the facilities in the district when 

8 

using the parking garage (figure enter into a tree-lined plaza and 

13). have the availability to walk under 

~ RO , 
t:. iN '" '" 'LUBS 

~, 

Til .. 
T 
C 
L 
U , 

.... ---~ 
R"AI~' 
OFFt"S 

FIGURE 13: Quick access to shopping 

As shoppers approach the new 

plaza from the interior, they will 

A , 
Ie 
L'-c; 

. 

canopIes or trees while window 

shopping (figure 14). Entrances 

8 
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;URE 14: Canopies for inclement weather 

should be provided for shipping 

and receIVIng ill the back of the 

buildings, away from the plaza 

(figure 15). 
- -------------... ~ .... ~ ..1..-.. -
FIGURE 15: Shipping and receiving in back of buildings 

9 
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3. Goal #3. Hotels- New 

hotels should be built in order to 

allow for more visitors in the 

downtown area. There should be 

direct linkage to the hotels already 

in the area. The paths should have 

well lit comers and be free of any 

obstructions that may block sight. 

Performance Requirements 

a. The Camino-Real is the 

largest hotel in the downtown area. 

The hotel contains 360 rooms and 

has predominantly been a business 

clientele hotel. Direct access to 

the Union Depot District from the 

hotel and arts district should be 

provided (figure 16). Future 

development of the Union Depot 

UN'.~ 
P5'.' 
PIS""" 

o 

District should incorporate a hotel 

into the overall scheme but for this 

phase there is not enough land 

available. 

FIGURE 16: Proximity of Convention Center to the Union Depot District 

o 
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COTIler will be converted into a bar 

and grill on bottom and office 

spaces above (figure 18 and 19). 

Small plazas will be designed 

between apartment buildings to 

promote an interaction between 

people living in the area. This type 

of design will also help with the 

safety of those who live in this part 

of the Union Depot District. 
FIGURE 19: Proposal for new apartment building 

3 
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5. Goal #5. Culture, by a tree-lined procession. This should also have direct access to 

entertainment and recreation- The site is on the same street, San the main plaza. 

facility should provide an Francisco Street, that the train Club 101, in the northeast 

enviromnent that promotes station is on. In 1968, the 
section of the district, is the only 

recreational activities, multicultural Convention Center was built (figure 
nightclub in the train depot area. 

activities and has an overall focus 20). It was built on San Francisco 
The area should open and promote 

of entertainment. Street between the Union Depot 
new clubs in the northeast section 

Performance Requirements 
District and the Greyhound bus 

of the district, adjacent to Club 

a. The EI Paso Museum of 
J 0 I. The creation of nightclubs, 

station as a reslllt~ it split the road 

Art is planning to move to the 
theaters and concert halls should be 

in half. The I ink between these 

downtown area, in the building 
an essential part of the success that 

two districts should be part of the 

which used to be the Greyhound 
will occur in this area. The 

overall circulation pattem of the 

bus station. The museum should be 
Union Depot District. The path 

nightclubs should be across the 

linked to the Union Depot District 
plaza from the retail stores. 

5 



Trees and lighting should be added 

to San Antonio street which is an 

ideal location for parades or street 

festivals that may occur. 

6 
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6. Goal #6. Special Events 

and activity programs- The facility 

should provide an area that allows 

for the gathering of a . large number 

of people at a particular time. To 

help promote a festival 

marketplace theme, kiosks and 

booths should be a part of the 

overall design of the district. 

Performance requirements 

a. The proposed plaza 

should have sufficient space to 

hold outdoor concerts. The area 

should also be able to support a 

number of outdoor vendors. 

7 
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D. Activity/ Spatial Analysis an atmosphere that captures the applicable, all shops, restaurants, 

Analysis of Primary Activities 
essential quality of the district. offices and enteliainment will front 

Offices will be located on the a plaza in the center of the district. 
The Union Depot District will be an 

second and third floors, above the 
area of entertainment, restaurants, 

restaurants and nightclubs. 
business offices, and retail space. 

Separate access should also be 
Entertaimnent, such as bars and 

provided, away from the crowds of 
nightclubs, will be located in the 

the center of the plaza. Retail 
northeast section of the district. 

shops will be located throughout 
There are two nightclubs already in 

the entire district on the first floors 
this district; this program proposes 

of each building not occupied by 
at least three more. Between eight 

any of the other proposals. 
and ten restaurants will be located 

Access for pedestrians should be 
in the comer opposite of the 

away from the plaza center. If 
nightclubs. They should provide 



A. Gathering 

1. Perfonned by: Customers, 

visitors, employees, tourists, 

tenants. 

2. Perfonned language: Sitting, 

standing, eating, talking, 

communicating. 

3. Basic Characteristics: People 

4. Tendencies: Large or small 

clusters may occur in different 

areas of the plaza. 

5. Perfonnance needs: Places to sit 

or stand should be clearly defined. 

6. Area limits: Limits within the 

housing area, public may not go 

upstairs without calling first. 

7. Activity relationship 

TOURISTS 
EMPI,OYEES 
CUSTOMERS 

will sit on steps, around trees, in HOUSING ENTER
TAIN

MENT 

'-----
grass, on rocks, in restaurants, 

PLAZA 
nightclubs. 

CIRCULATION 

RETAIL 

MAIN 
PLAZA 

RESTALJRAN'I'S 

9 



B. Shopping 

1. Perfonned by: Tourists, visitors, 

citizens of El Paso and Ciudad 

Juarez. 

2. Perfonned language: To buy 

goods and services, to eat, stroll. 

3. Basic characteristics: Shoppers 

will window shop, walk back and 

forth, eat, sit down, drink. 

4. Tendencies: Buy one item and 

leave quickly, bring entire family, 

shop while kids see a movie. 

5. Perfonnance needs: Shelter from 

inclement weather, goods and 

services, food, places to rest. 

6. Area limits: Central core of the 

RESTAURANTS 

ENTER T AINMENT 

MAIN 
PLAZA 

plaza; apartments have limited 

access. 

7. Activity relationship: 

HOUSING 

RETAIL 

TOURISTS 
VISITORS 

(I 



C. Interaction 

1. Perfonned by: Anyone who 

comes to the Union Depot District. 

2. Perfonned language: To talk with 

strangers, customers, visitors. 

3. Basic characteristics: Being 

friendly, outgoing, talking to people 

that you do not know, buying 

goods, selling goods. 

4. Tendencies: Not smiling or 

talking to strangers, being 

introverted, being rude to 

customers. 

5. Perfonnance needs: An inviting to belong. 

atmosphere that will foster 
6. Area limits: No limits. 

interaction among people, a need 
7. Activity Relationship: 

INTERACTION 

HOUSING 

RESTAURANTS "---. ----

TOURISTS 
VISITORS 
EMPLOYEES 
CLIENTS 



2 

D. Living 6. Area limits: South part of the 7. Activity relationship: 

1. Perfonned by: Apartment 
site, in an apartment corridor. 

owners. 

2. Perfonned language: Provide 

safe healthy environment, eating. 

3. Basic characteristics: Should be 
~RTAINMENT~ 

attractive to prospective buyers and 

renters. 

4. Basic characteristics: Provide LIVING 

shelter, safe environment. 

5. Perfonnance needs: To be an 

integral part of the entire district, 

safety, provide the basic amenities. 

2 



E. Eating 4. Tendencies: People stand around 

1. Perfonned by: Anyone who 
and talk while eating, they will sit 

comes to tlus area. 
down, they will walk while eating, 

large numbers of people will gather 
2. Perfonned language: To sit down 

at one particular time. 
or stand up while eating, can eat 

outside or inside. 
5. Perfonnance needs: Must be 

easy to maintain, movable fumiture. 
3. Basic characteristics: Customers 

will eat food provided by 

restaurants. 

RETAIL 

HOUSING 

3 

6. Area limits: Bottom two floors of 

buildings, 150 sq. ft. per person. 

7. Activity relationship: 3. Basic 

characteristics: customers will eat 

food provided by restaurants. 

MAIN 
PLAZA 

TOURISTS 
VISITORS 
EMPLOYEES 
CLIENTS 

3 



F. Leanling 

1. Perfonned by: The Mexicans, 

Americans, and Indians. 

2. Perfonnance language: 

Architecture, use of bright colors, 

use of plazas. 

3. Basic characteristics: To convey 

a message, to teach. 

4. Tendencies: Not listen to others, 

give up, not helping one another. 

5. Perfonnance needs: Festival 

atmosphere, environment to foster 

interacti on. 

PEOPLE 
PLAZA 

6. Area Limits: None. 

7. Activity relationship: 



Analysis of Secondary Activities 

The secondary activities are the 

jobs that make the entire day-to-day 

servIces happen, like 

administration, maintenance, and 

security. They make sure 

everything IS 111 good working 

condition for the people who use 

the facility. 

5 
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A. Administrating 

1. Perfonned by: The 

administration, personnel, shop 

owners, museum owners, restaurant 

owners, nightclub owners. 

2. Perfonned language: The 

administration oversees everything 

to make sure perfonnance, safety 

and order are in alignment. 

3. Basic characteristics: Renting 

booths, kiosks, hiring people, 

collecting lease money, help with 

the scheduling of entertainment, 

festivals. 

4. Tendencies: To deal with people 

from off premises other than shop 

owners when scheduling events. 

5. Perfonnance needs: Desks, 

supplies, offices, direct access to 

the public. 

6 

6. Area limits: Housing, buses, 

cabs. 

7. Activity relationship: 

RESTAURANT) 
. OWNERS ----

6 



B. Maintenance 

1. Perfonned by: City workers, 

trash collectors, repair people, 

landscape control. 

2. Perfonned Language: Taking 

care of all of the on-site 

maintenance and repaIrs that are 

necessary. 

3. Basic characteristics: Supplying 

labor for the maintenance of 

mechanical, electrical, other 

services that are necessary. 

7 

4. Tendencies: Too many people to storage of tools, separated from the 

get around, not have enough rest of the people. 

employees. 
6. Area limits: None. 

5. Perfonnance needs: Need area 
7. Activity relationships: 

for 

OWNERS 

(MAINTENANCE --- ...-/,-

( ADMINISTRATORS ------------

7 



C. Storage 

1. Perfonned by: Booth operators, 

maintenance people, office 

personnel. 

2. Perfonned language: Storage of 

goods, tools, kiosks. 

3. Basic characteristics: Items are 

stored for seasonal purposes, over 

supplied storerooms, and kiosks 

will not get vandalized. 

4. Tendencies: Become too 

overcrowded sometimes, space is 

not functional. 

5. Perfonnance needs: Security 

must be provided, storage in 

designated areas rather than clutter 

up stores, large enough to house 

kiosks. 

6. Area limits: Away from 

pedestrians, only a few people able 

to work in the storage room at a 

time. 

7. Activity relationships: 

SECURITY 

8 



D. Security 

1. Perfonned by: Security company, 

police on bicycles and in cars, the 

border patrol both in cars and 

paired on foot patrol, police 

department. 

MAIN 
PLAZA 

9 

2. Perfonned language: Make the 4. Tendencies: Theft of cars, 

Union Depot District much safer vandalism, robbery, 

and to control crime. and other crimes. 

3. Basic characteristics: They will 5. Perfonnance needs: Must be 

control crowds, watch for theft of supplied with an area for offices. 

cars, protect employees late at 
6. Area Limits: None. 

night, and maintain order within the 
7. Activity relationship 

overall structure. 

STORAGE 

SECURITY 

PARKING 
GARAGE 

9 
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Space Relationship Diagram 

Above already shown, see figures 
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PART IV 

CONTEXTUAL ISSUES 

A. Issues 

1. Contextual Issue # 1- Natural 

context- EI Paso is situated in 

extreme westen1 Texas at an 

elevation of 3,762 ft. The latitude 

is 3Ideg. 45 min. 31.9 sec. north 

and the longitude 106 deg. 29 min. 

34.4 sec. west. The climate is hot 

arid, with a mean high of 76.8 F 

and a mean low of 50.6 F. Hot-arid 

temperatures are characterized by 

large daily fluctuations with clear 

skies most of the time. General 

objectives for hot-arid climates are 

to reduce heat production and to 

reduce and promote loss of 

radiation. Since most of EI Paso 

and Ciudad Juarez lie in a valley, 

they can benefit from cool air that 

flows in. The precipitation for EI 

Paso has a mean number of 9 

inches per year. Since the amount 

of rainfall is so small, water 

conservation IS necessary. The 

mean number of days of clear skies 

in EI Paso is 202, and 108 days 

1 

per year are partly cloudy. Since 

this is a hot-arid region, the 

intensity of the sun is very high 

with a maximum ranging from 21 00 

to 2800 Btu/sq. ft./day in June and 

a minimum of 511 to 1200 Btu/sq. 

ft./day in January. The mean wind 

speed is 1.1 MPH and the mean 

wind direction is from 229 degrees 

(southwest). The mean peak gust is 

from the south, where Ciudad 

Juarez lies. This wind often brings 

unwanted pollution to the area and 

blankets both cities with 

1 
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contaminated aIr. Pollution is 
\.-'. 

primarily from the cars in this area, 
-, -~. --. ~ 

but it is also produced by the 

copper smelter ASARCO. In 

recent years, ASARCO has done a 

If"· great amount of work to try and 

control their pollution. On the west 
: ;~r: :;"~'k':"~ • .'~ : -,~_ 

~ ,,,;,,' J 

. ,:.:r.-·· 

of the site, the bells of the train 

station tower ring all throughout the 

day and are very charming to those 

listening (figure 1). The 

traffic in the area is very minimal 

other than peak hours of going to 

and from work or home. 

1 
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Freight trains pass through the area 2. Context Issue #2- Cultural north of Ciudad Juarez and has a 

all day and all night. Amtrak context- Ciudad Juarez is in the population of 611,000. Juarez is 

passenger trains only pass through state of Chihuahua in Mexico. It the fourth largest city in Mexico 

the area between three to six times is located across the Rio Grande and El Paso is the fourth largest 

l 
a week. On the north of the site from EI Paso, Texas. Both cities city in Texas. El Paso is in far west 

I , trees line the parking lot of the train are abundant with culture and has Texas adjoining New Mexico and 

station and beyond. These are the a very large historical background. Mexico. Ciudad Juarez has 

only trees or vegetation in the area When the Treaty of Guadalupe always been a very influential 

of the Union Depot. To the east of Hidalgo was signed it set up the stimulus to the economic growth of 

the site, the civic center also has a first intemational boundary in El EI Paso. The two sister cities 

few trees and little shnlbbery but Paso. continually rely upon each other for 

they Calmot be seen from the depot 
The population of Ciudad 

economic stability. A peso 

district. 
Juarez in the 1990 census was 

devaluation, such as occurred in 

1,216,885. El Paso lies to the 

J 



1995, damages the economICS of 

both cities. 

In 1993, the North American 

Free Trade Agreement involving 

the United States, Canada, and 

Mexico was passed. It enabled 

free trade of goods, services and 

investments between the three 

nations and affected nearly 360 

million people. The agreement, 

which created the largest free trade 

area in the world, was expected to 

increase the amount of goods 

manufactured and traded 111 El 

Paso. 

With the new agreement, 

comes a better economy, new 

businesses and new cultures to the 

borders (Border business 13). 

"If we in the United States 

are to come to understand 

and accept Mexico, her 

people and their ways, we 

might include in our 

collective leaming agenda a 

greater familiarity with and 

sensitivity toward her cities 

4 

as cultural creations and 

places. The Mexican 

border cities of the 

next century will be that 

much more alien and 

difficult to comprehend 

without and appreciation of 

their twentieth-century 

anatomy and personality 

(Arreola and Curtis p. 

222)." 

The issue of multiculturalism 

IS the most effective way of 

bridging this gap. We must create 



a society that IS aware and 

appreciative of the individual 

autonomy of nations and other 

peoples. 

Multiculturism IS accepting 

the concept of cultural pluralism. 

Ultimately, the result is a society or 

culture in which the diversity that 

may exist becomes unified. More 

radical ideas of multiculturalism 

encourage ethnic minorities to 

deviate from the dominant culture 

by creating homogenous and 

alienated sub-cultures. The fonner 

of the two types of multiculturism is 

what should be focused on in this 

project. 

The idea of the melting pot 

of cultures has recently been at the 

forefront of multicultuirsm and it 

includes the assimilation and 

acculturation of society. 

Multiculturalism is a "politics of 

identity" based on gender, race, 

and class. These multiculturalism 

Issues are 

"coalescing into a new 

'politically correct' basis of 

design. The traditional left is 

now divided between 

conservatives and liberals, 

the conservatives arguing 

against what they consider 

precious, ovelWfought 

buildings designed as high

tech or deconstructed jewels 

without redeeming social 

value (Giovanni p. 39). ,. 

The idea of retuming to 

basics is at the forefront of 

multiculturalism in architecture and 

is often represented by foreign 



1 

I 
I 

I 

venlacular architecture. Taking 

vemacular styles can often lead to a 

building that becomes false and 

loses its identity if it is not carefully 

designed. The fonn can help to 

encourage multiculturalism by 

creating a complex pIece of 

architecture. Fonn does not keep 

multiculturalism from happening; it 

is an instrument used to help 

facilitate the process along. 

Architecture can help to 

enhance multicultural hannony and 

coexistence of two nations. It 

can enhance design by behavioral people slowly acqUIre and leam 

gall1s and imagination- another culture by seeing what is 

enhancement. Behavioral gains are predominant in the particular style 

results of people becoming more being expressed. The Mexican 

tolerant and civil toward a race or plaza and fountain are perfect 

culture that is not their own. One examples of this expression of 

culture may not know the language imagination-enhancing (figure 2). 

of the other which makes 

expression of meaning difficult. 

Architecture thus becomes the 

medium by which people begin to 

express their ideas. In imagination-

enhancing, architecture from 

another country is introduced and 

6 



FIGURE 2: Example ofImagination-Enhancing-Mexican Plaza 

7 

3. Contextual Issue #3 -Historical 

context- EI Paso has been a big 

part of this region for thousands of 

years. About 900 AD nomads of 

the area settled and became 

farmers. Many of the farmers lived 

in circular pit houses, which were 2 

or 3 feet deep and had rocks lining 

the insides. The roofs were made 

of bnlsh which were stood on end 

to help form it. HWldreds of years 

later, the farmers began to build 

their houses above groWld. They 

lived In pueblos, much like 

7 
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apartments, built of adobe mud Guadalupe south of El Paso, 111 Hostile Indians of the region, Suma 

bricks. Many of the pueblos were Ciudad Juarez (figure 3). and Manso, attacked and killed 

located near the many playas that 

were in the area. They got much 

r of their food from these playas. 

When the Spaniards came to 

the EI Paso region, many of the 

playas had dried up and the climate 

had changed to hot-arid. EI Paso 

received its name in 1598 from the 

explorer Juan de Onate, whom also 

colonized New Mexico. In 1659, 

the Spanish built the mission of FIGURE 3: Mission of Guadalupe in Ciudad Juarez 

8 



many Spanish priests in New Another tribe that came to the area used this route to pass from east to 

Mexico. Survivors fled with 300 were the Apache Indians. For a west thus creating a heavily 

Christian Indians and came to El short amount of time, the Apaches traveled gateway. The region now 

Paso. In El Paso they fonned the settled at San Elizario. They had known as EI Paso was not settled 

missions of Soccoro and Y sleta. many successful raids on the other until 1827. In 1848, the United 

These missions were the first to Indian tribes of Y sleta and Soccoro. States considered it their territory. 

ever be built 111 Texas. More In 1880, the last Indian fight in In 1881, the arrival of the railroads 

Spanish from New Mexico came Texas occurred 111 the El Paso helped to spur the population 

after the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. regIOn. After the Treaty of growth. As El Paso grew it became 

When the Spanish came to this Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed, the an area known as a region of cattle 

regIon so did the Tigua Indians. first traces of establishing a ranches and large irrigated fanns. 

They came and settled here in the boundary between Texas and The fanns produced fruits, 

late 1600' s and are still here. Mexico were established. Many vegetables and cotton. EI Paso's 

missionaries, traders and soldiers economy is also based on the 

9 



manufacturing of petroleum, 

primary metals and the processing 

of foods. 

4. Contextual Issue #4. Built 

context- The El Paso Civic Center, 

directly adjacent to the area, has the 

largest impact on the downtown 

area. Three large malls in 

suburban settings take potential 

shoppers away from the downtown. 

Within a 10-minute walking 

distance of the Union Depot 

District is the Paseo de las Luces, 

where value seekers can find 

second hand clothing and 

miscellaneous items at one of the 

many retail stores (figure 4. In 

Mexico, the flea markets, malls 

and streets lined with retail shops, 

are located close enough to the 

border to a]]ow visitors from El 

Paso to walk over the bridge and go 

shopping. 

FIGURE 4: ie-v w",;ard north ofPas.eo de la.- Luces in E Pa50. TX.. 



5. Contextual Issue #5 . 

Psychological context- As of now, 

the area looks run down and 

blighted. The plaza area IS very 

barren and has very little activity 

through the day. The only sense of 

stability in the area is the train 

station which is seen from many 

different directions. The other 

buildings in the area look very 

unstable with boarded up windows 

and spray paint on many of the 

exterior walls (figure 5). 

buildings should 

Older 

signify 

permanence which the ones in the 

Union Depot District do not. The 

district at night is not completely 

safe due to the limited amount of 

lighting. New lighting will help 

ease any discomfort due to the 

close proximity to Mexico . 

FIGURE 5: Run-doVvT1 blighted building in e Cnion D.. Dis jet 

~. . 



Architectural Precedence 

B. Background 

Case Study #3: 

Architect: John Jerde 

Location: San Diego, California 

Approximate start date: 1973 

Horton Plaza- San Diego, 

California (figure 6) 

Like many cities after W orId 

War II, San Diego, grew much 

larger due to suburbanism. As the 

city was growing, the downtown 

lost many retail stores to the 

suburbs. The core of the city soon 

became blighted: 

"The old center soon turned 

entertainment district. Once 

pleasant hotels became nm 

down single-room

occupancy buildings, 

theaters and movie 

houses featured X -rated 

films, and retail shops gave 

way to sleazy bookstores and 

bars for visiting sailor 

(Friedan and Sagalyn, 

pI23)." 

2 

Horton Plaza park became very 

lUlsafe, filled with homeless , 

vagrants, alcoholics and other street 

people. On the 200th alllliversary 

of San Diego's settlement, the city 

appropriated funds to improve the 

park and rest rooms Il1 the 

downtown area. This renovation 

led to a study of the possibilities of 

renewal of the largest section that 

was run down. When the study 

began, it originally encompassed 

three blocks, but the planners 

expanded it to fifteen blocks. 

2 
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FIGURE 6: Horton Plaza at night, San Diego, Calif . 
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When Pete Wilson was elected 

mayor, in 1971, he enforced strict 

laws for San Diego's downtown. 

He had studies done that showed 

office space would be most 

profitable, hotels were second and 

retail in third. The idea of a retail 

center soon came around; it had to 

be able to compete with the 

suburban malls in order for it to 

succeed. En1est Hahn was the 

successful bidder. As the project 

design got under way, Hahn 

thought twice about his new 

investment. 

" It took strong financial 

incentives and a good deal of 

persuasion by the Wilson 

administration to convince 

En1est W. Hahn, a locally 

based developer who has 

built some 50 shopping 

centers around the country, 

to take the $140 million 

plunge and embark on the 

decade-long undertaking that 

would culminate in Horton 

Plaza ( Sachner p 130). " 

(figure 7) 

Horton Plaza has facades 

toward the street that seem alive 

with pastel color with traces of the 

architecture of the missions. The 

entire retail core is tumed inward 

from the street but does not shy 

away from the social problems that 

used to be there. Although it is 

introverted, it is a constant catalyst 

to new design all around it like the 

Gaslamp District. John Jerde got 

many of his ideas for designing 



different from the typical mall of 

the suburbs so he took the roof off 

completely to expose the people of 

southenl Califomia to the relaxing 

climate (figure 9). The design 

incorporates an S-cllfVe all the way 

through the project, to create a 

meandering effect to produce and 

FIGURE 7: Axonometric of Horton Plaza 
encourage slow aimless strollers. 

"The main street is a 

Horton Plaza was created from the the downtown it had to be as 
meandering, multilevel 

VISIOns Jerde encountered 111 interesting and fun as the towns he 
pedestrian way that is a 

Southem Europe. He believed that visited and studied (figure 8). He 
dizzying melange of 

architectural elements-it is 
in order to attract people back to wanted the retail core to be 



repeatedly ridged, 

balconies, arcades, and 

festooned. And it is awash 

in color, a palette of 49 

exterior colors in all, ranging 

from vivid pinks and 

greens to the Tuscan 

combination of black, white, 

and beige (Canty p 15)." 

(figure 10) 

The redevelopment of the 

downtown of San Diego began with 

Horton Plaza and has become a 

catalyst for future design. Many 

new hotels have been built, new 

retail outlets, restaurants, a civic 

center and the Gaslamp Quarter. 

The Gaslamp Quarter, directly 

adjacent to Horton Plaza on the 

south side, has become a gathering 

spot for San Diegans and tourists. 

16 

6 



F
IG

U
R

E
 8: B

right, vivid colors o
f H

orton P
laza 

7 



8 

F
IG

U
R

E
 9: E

xterior perspective view
 tow

ard dow
ntow

n 

, 
. 

-
. -

I 
'~. 

" 
. 

. 
8 

---



9 

F
IG

U
R

E
 10: B

ridges, stairs, and arcades o
f H

orton P
laza 

9 



l 
r 
) 

Background. 

Spain and Mexico have 

many of the same ideas about 

plazas, due to the conquering of 

Mexico in the 1500's. Spain took 

the land from the people of Mexico 

and destroyed their cities. As the 

Spanish crushed the cities and the 

ancient Indian tribes of the region 

they began to build new Spanish 

style towns. The new cities were 

built around a main plaza with the 

major civic buildings adjacent. 

These new layouts for city planning 

were by Philip II. All of the cities 

in Mexico have some sort of plaza 

or town square and is the center for 

entertaininent, selling goods and 

meeting other people of the town 

(figure 11). The squares are lined 

with arcades and usually have some 

sort of sculpture or fOlUltain in the 

direct center. Streets separate the 

plaza from the buildings but are 

often filled with pedestrians instead 

of vehicles. The plaza is usually 

filled with trees which add to the 

aesthetics and give a sense of 

clarity. In some of the plazas, 

markets are set up on certain days 

of the week and goods are sold. 

The people of the town gather in 

the squares every day and stroll 

back and forth, children play by 

themselves, and women and men 

fonn tight knit groups. The 

vendors often set their shops up 

under the portales or the 

colonnades of the plaza. The 

Spanish thought of the plaza as a 

means to which the city would 

(I 



grow and also became a symbol of 

authority. 

FIGURE 11: Juarez market near main plaza of Ciudad, Juarez 

1 



c. Potential Design Response: 1. Goal #1 : The 

The mISSIOn IS to create an 

environment that IS conducive to 

multiculturalism by usmg 

I 

d
) 

I i 
! ' 
\ ~ ., 

redevelopment of the Union Depot 

should be an example of adaptive-

use which takes into account the 

I: 

architecture as a means of bringing 

the diverse cultures of Mexico and 

Ie'· i ; 
, t 

i n 

bioc1imatic needs of individuals. 

The goals are achievable through 

the United States together (figure 
FIGURE 13: Grid-like shading device from the sun 

~LJ/.i ~// 
these fundamental guidelines: 

12). Performance Requirement: areas in concentrated parts should 

a. Housing- The walls of the also be used whenever possible. 

houses or apartments should "A courtyard type of solution 

provide shade by the use of a coincides with the need of 

vertical concrete, or other material, capturing the air of the 

b1fid-like device (figure 13). Patio immediate surroundings that 

FIGURE 12: Bringing two diverse cultures together is cooled by the outgoing 

2 



night radiation (Olgyay 

p.52)." 

A connection should allow public 

spaces and residential areas to be 

close together (figure 14). 

FIGURE 14: Proximity of public and residential space 

U sing water as a design element is 

beneficial and large paved areas are 

not. Shading is also desirable for 

the outdoor open spaces of the 

Union Plaza. Oasis type landscape 

should be used in a concentrated 

area. Any new trees that are 

planted should provide enough 

shade for several people at one 

time. These considerations should 

be taken into account when 

designing new or redesigning old 

stnlctures because of the climate of 

this region. 

3 

h. Shelter- Buildings with 

two to three stories are preferred 

because of their massing and should 

also be located on axis to take full 

advantage of the sun (figure 15). 

FIGURE 15: mid-afternoon shading from the sun 

3 



Adjoining houses and group C. Elements of buildings- To openings should primarily be on the 

housing set around a green area is reduce the sun's intense radiation north and south sides of any new 

preferable. The housing should be smaller windows on the west side structures. Any shading devices 

on an east-west axis with non- of the building should be used used should be separate from the 

inhabited spaces to the west side of (figure 16). building itself in a position that 

the building. Rooms that are deep takes advantage of any wind. El 

can help to cool a building down Paso's wann climate should be 

therefore save energy and money. taken into account when designing 

Any color that may be added to the or redesigning the Union Depot 

buildings should be light, cool district. Meeting the bioclimatic 

colors. Light colors tend to reflect needs of the users will help to 

FIGURE 16: Smaller windows on west sides of buildings 
whereas dark colors tend to be ensure success and keep them 

The windows should also be set 

absorptive. coming to this area more often. 
higher from the grOlUld due to the 

sun's radiation that rises. Larger 

4 



2. Goal #2: El Paso and 

Ciudad Juarez are very rich with 

culture and should be fused 

together by incorporating the two 

vivid cultures and expressing their 

individual 

architecture. 

identities 

Performance Requirements 

with 

a. The economic stability of 

El Paso relies greatly on the 

economIc stability of Ciudad 

Juarez. The link between these 

two border cities is much like the 

connection that Dallas and Fort 

Worth, or MiImeapolis and St. Paul 

have with one another, for example. 

The link that occurs is what Dr. 

Oscar Martinez, of the University 

of Arizona, calls an "asymmetrical 

interdependence. " 

interdependence IS 

This 

largely 

detennined by the economic effects 

of NAFTA. NAFTAs intentions 

were to help both countries 

economically, but the economIC 

gain should not forget or lose touch 

of the culture that the agreement 

must take into account the culture. 

The peso IS unpredictably 

fluctuating, therefore the economic 

needs of the EI Paso community 

should be met before the needs of 

our sister city. The economy of the 

Union Depot district should not 

have to depend on the rise or fall of 

the peso but should be an area that 

caters to the needs of all the 

citizens. 

The street market of the 

Mexican people and culture is very 

prevalent in EI Paso. Many people 

go to these markets every day to 



spend money on goods that are 

sold. The vendors use the parking 

lots close to the border, in El Paso, 

and use booths to sell their goods 

and services. These markets are 

very much like flea markets or 

second-hand markets. The markets 

are open on various days where 

the vendors will sell anything that 

will attract a particular clientele. 

The Union Depot's mam 

focus is to revitalize the economy 

In Downtown EI Paso. This 

stimulation can be achieved by 

offering a wide variety of goods to 

be sold in this area. 

An area that can support the 

market style goods should be 

provided in the Union Depot 

district. The facilities should be 

able to accommodate users one day 

of the week or dependent upon the 

agreements with the owners. 

These markets will help local EI 

Paso merchants as well as Juarez 

merchants whom bring their goods 

across the border to be sold (figure 

17). 

6 

FIGURE 17: Market-kiosks 

Another method of 

supporting the economy will be to 

have Mexican goods sold at various 

locations within the project's 

boundaries. In recent months, the 

City Council has put a limit on the 

number of street vendors allowed to 

6 



\ 
, 
I 

I 
I 

I 

obtain licenses to operate 

downtown. A new plan must be 

devised to allow street vendors to 

sell their goods and services in the 

Union Depot District. Booths and 

stalls, or kiosks will be used and 

provided by the owners of the 

district. These kiosks will be 

leased out to certain individuals and 

will be one step up in quality from 

the flea markets. The kiosks 

should also be transient in nature 

and have the ability to be covered 

or uncovered quickly due to 

seasonal changes or regular daily 

use (figure 18). 

FIGURE 18: Should have the ability 

to be put up or taken down quickly 

Many of the stands will supply 

fruits and vegetables for purchase 

by the people who live or visit the 

area. The buying of fruits and 

vegetables is another way of 

7 

supporting the local economy. It 

supports the local fanners III the 

regIOn which is beneficial to the 

economic advancement for both the 

citizens and the local growers. 

The idea of having carts, booths or 

kiosks will help to enhance idea or 

feeling of the district being a 

marketplace. 

The idea of a festival market 

place can help to encourage the bi-

cultural atmosphere of the distrt'ct. 

The idea of a festival marketplace 

can add animation, which helps to 

7 



visibly attract more people to the 

area. It will be done by the use of 

colorful banners and colored 

lighting. Buildings should also take 

into account the rich vibrant colors 

used on buildings in Mexico and 

incorporate it into the buildings of 

the area. Graphics, exterior 

furnishings and the visual control 

of storefronts should also be part 

of the festival marketplace decor. 

The human needs that are met 

should coincide with both 

communities and thus helps to 

create a more hannonious 

environment. There are six 

guidelines that should be followed 

when designing a festival 

marketplace. These steps were 

developed by Jane Thompson in 

1979 (Bednar 94): 

"1) People and activity are 

elemental: Animation 

attracts people who 

visibly attract more 

people. 

2) Real use: goods and 

services that relate to 

daily needs are offered. 

8 

3) A true environment: Use 

of genuine old buildings 

avoids pretense and fakery. 

4) Elemental novelty and 

change: Intrinsic movement 

of people evolves with day, 

night and seasonal changes. 

5) Elemental aesthetic 

pleasure and a sense of 

quality: Sensual pleasure 

8 



from building elements, together in many different ways, h. Multiculturalism is a way 

lights, plants, and trees. but they still keep and maintain to fuse the different ethnic groups 

6) Authentic meaning in the 
their own singularity. The close in the communities of EI Paso and 

urban context: Despite 
proximity of the two is very Juarez together. It can provide a 

private ownership it has 
important economically and basis for the assimilation of these 

public purpose II1 
culturally, to be in hannony with two ethnically mixed communities. 

revitalizing downtown and 
one another it is important that EL Multiculturalism IS defined II1 

serving human needs." 
Paso appreciate the cultural different ways and there are also 

contributions of Juarez. This varIous interpretations. The 
The identities of these two 

program is a way to reexamine the definition that will be used here is a 
individual communities should not 

traditional views of diversity and means by which two diverse 
be lost. The cultural integrity 

disparate ethnic elements in the EI cultures and their different ethnic 
makes up the uniqueness of EI Paso 

Paso culture and helps to embrace communities can come together and 
and Ciudad Juarez. The 

them as their own. make a cohesive whole. 
communities are constantly thsed 

I 
9 
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Multiculturalism is one resolution 

in integrating architecture and 

culture. This program 

establishes a common denominator 

between the two cultures. In 

mathematics, a common 

denominator using fractions can be 

explained as a fraction added to 

another fraction will make the sum 

of the two. For example, 3/50 + 

5/50= 8/50, in the sum 8 is the 

numerator and 50 IS the 

denominator. Fifty is common to 

both of the fractions whereas the 

numerator has changed and may 

change at any time. In this program 

the common denominator between 

the two communities is history. 

They both share the same history as 

border towns but, the numerator is 

their culture. This is an attempt to 

equalize the two cultures through 

adaptation to one another. This can 

be done by offering an 

adaptive/mixed-use complex that is 

beneficial to the needs of both 

communities. 

(I 



Multiculturalism is one resolution numerator has changed and may 

ill integrating architecture and change at any time. In this program 

culture. This program the common denominator between 

establishes a common denominator the two communities is history. 

between the two cultures. In They both share the same history as 

mathematics, a common border towns but, the numerator is 

denominator using fractions can be their culture. This is an attempt to 

explained as a fraction added to equalize the two cultures through 

another fraction will make the stun adaptation to one another. This can 

of the two. For example, 3/50 + be done by offering an 

5/50= 8/50, in the sum 8 is the adaptive/mixed-use complex that is 

numerator and 50 IS the beneficial to the needs of both 

denominator. Fifty is common to communities. 

both of the fractions whereas the 

(I 
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3. Goal #3. Historical 

context-The Union Depot District 

should borrow the elements of 

modem architecture that are 

predominant to the culture 111 

Mexico and use them in the project. 

The modenl architecture of Mexico 

encompasses and celebrates the 

traditional ideas of earlier 

architecture. There are many 

aspects to the culture of Mexico on 

a macro level. The components 

that make up Juarez will be 

examined on a micro level, and 

only a few aspects will be used. 

These elements are: the plaza, the 

core versus the periphery growth, 

the persistence of small 

neighborhood stores that offer 

goods like soft -drinks and fruit 

stands, and the urban landscape. 

Border cities are the fastest 

growmg places among Mexican 

cities, according to Daniel Arreola 

and James Curtis. The rapid 

urbanization brings with it a totally 

new urban fonn. The growth of 

both cities is due to the railroad 

1 

industry. The industry allowed for 

the import and export of various 

agriculture and livestock products. 

It also helped to establish the 

framework of the two cities. The 

streets of El Paso were 

predominantly laid out in a grid like 

pattern when it was first 

established. The first plat map of 

EI Paso, by Anson Mills in 1859, 

shows the streets of the Union 

Depot District and helps to give 

precedence in how old the area is 

(figure 19). The reason it was set 
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FIGURE 19: Plat map by Anson Mills for downtown EI Paso, TX. 
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on a partial grid like patten1 was 

due to the economic ventures of a 

few people and the need to build 

quickly to meet the· needs of 

westward settlement. Juarez also 

grew in a grid like fashion, but the 

difference here was that it centered 

around the main plaza (figure 20). 

Each block of the grid in Juarez 

was originally 750 square yards 
(j) Plaza 

® Train Slalion 

® Cemelery 

® New Cemelery 

•. - Slreelcar Roule 

each, with no restrictions on land 0'--'-, ':;:':::' e;=,=!=0j5=;=;='!:=:jO =:::!:?==;----,2jO Kilome,ers 

6 . 0'5 1 '0 Mile 

use. These lots soon became 
FIGURE 20: Map of the original 

fragments of land street pattern of Juarez 

3 

which resulted III high residential 

use. 

"The main plaza was the 

center of urban life and thus 

the most desirable place to 

be, it exerted a strong 

influence on the social 

geography of the community 

(Arreola and Curtis 45)." 

In Mexican culture, the plaza and 

other aspects have become the very 

basis for design of cities. These 

predominant ideas of city planning 

should be looked at for the positive 

3 
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aspects that have lasted. The ideas different groups of people that will The plaza will be a hub for 

are means to lean} about city come here. This will be achieved entertainment, recreational 

planning while at the same time it by the use of level changes which activities, and most of all a center 

will create a more positive view of offer people places to sit and talk. for commerce. There will be small 

the Mexican Culture. The The plaza may also have a water secondary plazas for the people 

positive ideas that will help this element which should provide who live in this area. These will 

project be successful from a places to sit and (figure 21). be large enough for many families 

multiculturalist perspective are: 
I 
, " 

to gather in at any given moment. 

1. The first objective is that 
These plazas will be located near 

the plaza remain a symbol of the apartment buildings and out of 

Mexico and not an American 
the public realm. The smaller 

modemist interpretation of it. The 
plazas are usually filled with trees 

plaza should be a large open space 
(figure 22). 

that promotes the socializing of the FIGURE 21: Level changes for sitting in plaza 
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FIGURE 22: Tree-lined residential plazas 

This aspect will be a large part of 

the Union Depot Plaza because of 

the small amount of vegetation that 

is there now. All of the entrances 

to the plazas should be entered 

from the conlers to create more of a 

dramaturgical effect. Pavers will 

be used minimally so that heat 

radiation will not be immense. The 

pavers should be laid out 111 a 

herringbone pattenl (figure 23). 

HERRINGBONE 

FIGURE 23: Herringbone pattern for 

pavers in Union Depot District 

These pavers are very similar to the 

ones used in the main plaza of 

Juarez. The larger plaza is the 

common gathering space for the 

5 

people who use this facility. The 

main plaza of the Union Depot 

should be designed in a post-

modem philosophy of design. The 

post-modernist philosophy takes 

into account the users and the way 

they utilize the building or cluster 

of buildings. The plaza should not 

use the modenlist theory which 

promoted the non-interaction of 

humans by creating sterile 

environments that were cold and 

uninviting. 

5 
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l 2. In Mexico's history, the lower to upper middle class area. help to encourage interaction with 

surrounding area of the plaza was This will help promote harmony other people that may not have 

for the housing of the more affluent among the people of different occurred otherwise. The idea of 

people of the community. As the socioecollomic groups. By using the core as the basis for 

land around the periphery of the offering a wide range of goods, it residency and commerce is taken 

plaza was developed the lower will encourage people of different directly from the ideas of Mexican 

class was segregated against and backgrotmds to intenningle with town planning. This new 

were forced to live in communities one another when shopping. By environment will encourage cross-

away from the core. This creating an environment that will cultural participation by the people 

segregation was the basis for racial use something from other cultures, who live in and around the area. 

tension among the people who lived the area can become a cohesive 
3. Everywhere in the United 

in the same city. whole. The traditional pedestrian 
States, evidence is seen that the 

The Union Depot District 
market will become a basis to 

automobile has helped the downfall 

will house people that are in the 
bolster multiculturalism. It will 

of interaction between people. 

6 
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Huge stores are built which offer a stands and food stands in the the king of Spain in the early 

wide variety of goods for cheaper district to serve the immediate 1500' s. These ordinances included 

prices than other smaller stores. community. There will also be the layout of streets and plazas, it 

The mobility that cars give is an businesses which will be located on also included the landscape of the 

indirect result that gets rid of small the first level of the apartment new streets. 

businesses offering lower-order buildings. This location makes it 
The Paseo de las Luces 

goods and servIces. A small easier for families living in the area 
cOlUlects El Paso to Juarez by an 

community will limit this mobility to operate the stores with ease and 
arcade of trees that extends from 

and preserve the interaction have the ability to safeguard the 
the border to downtown El Paso 

between different ethnic groups and new community. 
(figure 24). Tourists and citizens of 

families. The openmg of small 
4. The urban landscape is El Paso visiting the area will 

businesses will be encouraged m 
something that is very prevalent in recognize the bell tower of the 

the Union Depot District. There 
Mexico. City planning ordinances Union Depot. It will serve as the 

will be small fruit stands, drink 
for Mexico were set up by Philip II, landmark for the entire area and 

7 
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help guide people to their Las Luces and then tum onto San added to it. San Antonio street 

destination. People coming from Antonio street. EI Paso street has will become the link between these 

Juarez will come down Paseo de already been renovated and trees two areas. Trees will be added to 

San Antonio street to help fonn the 

urban fabric of the city. Visitors 

that anive in EI Paso with the 

intention of visiting the area will 

expenence the tree lined 

promenade once they tum right off 

Dmango street, the link from 

Interstate 10. This promenade 

will serve as buffer for the blighted 

area that has not yet been 

FIGURE 24: Northbound bridge-crossing onto tree tree-lined Paseo de las Luces redeveloped. The main focus of 

l,~'" - , 
'!M 
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this linkage will be a gateway The contextual Issues 

between two countries and two outlined for the Union Depot 

cultures. District in EI Paso, Texas are 

The user will approach the unique to this environment only. 

site with a view of one of the Without a close understanding of 

sculptures of the twelve travelers , these issues the project may not 

another part of a CIVIC project succeed. Each city in the United 

g0111g on right now by sculptor 
FIGURE 25: View of sculpture by John Houser States is different from one another 

John Houser (figure 25). One of thus, their cmmot be one design 

the largest bronze statues in Texas, 

Juan de Onate, should be located at 
rule that may be applied to all cities 

the first is Fray Garcia de San 

the center of the Union Depot 
although, we can take ideas from 

District. This will create an area for 

Francisco which will be located at 
other projects preceding this one. 

the end of Paseo de las Luces 111 

people to congregate around and 
This project is unique due to the 

socialize with the different ethnic 

1996. The second statue, Don 
location, history and culture of the 

groups that come to the area. 
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area. The interdependence between 

EI Paso and Juarez is necessary to 

sustain an environment that will 

help the multicultural needs of both 

1 communities but should not be 

solely contingent upon each other 

economically. 

o 



4. Goal #4: Built context- The 

ftmdamental goal of this program is 

to embrace the beauty of the past 

while incorporating modem 

traditions 111 architecture. 

Adaptive-use is the medium for this 

type of transformation, however the 

goal is to encompass the beauty of 

the past. Nature will also be added 

to create an aesthetic environment 

for users from various cultures. 

The existing buildings, though some 

condemned, will be transfonned to 

embrace the beauty of its past and 

the hope of its ftlture. The area will 

be secure and well lit to offer users 

and its inhabitants an environment 

that is humanly oriented. Though 

pedestrian oriented, the Union 

Depot District community will be 

user friendly to an automobile

oriented society. 

With close proximity to the 

civic center, El Paso Art Musemn, 

Insights Museum, and Camino 

Real Hotel, the area will benefit the 

entire downtown community 

(figure 26). The revitalization of 

1 

and preservation of the buildings 

will create an environment which 

two cultures can co-exist. The 

multi-use of this area will attract 

people from vanOllS backgrounds 

and interest. The facades of the 

buildings will captivate the 

historical preservation of the past 

while highlighting and capturing the 

economic growth of the further. 
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.. PART V 

SPACE SUMMARY 

The existing buildings within 

the Union Depot District are all one 

to four stories tall. The buildings 

will be limited in scope and 

leaseable space will be available 

but, to effectively make this a 

viable part of the downtown 

renovation, in-fill projects should 

occur. Vacant land should be 

developed to create a compact and 

cohesive multi-use area. Space 

that is available without any in-till 

projects IS equivalent to about 

95,000 sq. ft.. This program 

proposes an additional 100,000 sq. 

ft. of usable space. By completing 

this project, the downtown of EI 

Paso will become a major part of 

the urban fabric. There are fifteen 

existing buildings, and five in-fill 

projects on which this program will 

focus. Most of the buildings are 

made of timber frame construction 

and brick exteriors. 
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1. Existing Building # 1: Club 101 

Owner: Dan Neimier 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: nightclub/ bar 

Square Footage: 6, 117 

Approximate number of users by 

sq. ft.: 679 

Description: The building is leased 

to Joe Dorgan and currently is in 

use as a nightclub. The building is 

two stories with an entrance in the 

back. The alley behind the club 

has recently been converted into a 

beer garden that is in a theme of an 

old west town; it also serves as a 

link between a new coffeehouse 

(E9) and Club 101. 

4 
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2. Existing building #2: Vacant 

Owner: Cliff Eisenberg 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: a restaurant on the first 

floor and an upscale pool hall or 

bar on the second floor. 

Square Footage: 9,940 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users by 

sq. ft.: 1104 

Description: The two story 

building is located adjacent to Club 

101 . It has been condemned by 

the city and being sold by the 

owner. There are no intenlal walls 

in the building. Entrances are 

located in the front and back sides 

of the bliilding. 

5 
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3 & 4. Existing buildings #3 and process of becoming a new 

#4: Vacant nightclub. Building #3 IS being 

Owner: Rosalinda Diaz 
used as a storage for the Goodwill. 

Primary activity, existing or 

proposed: restaurants or preferably 

nightclubs 

Square Footage: 21,175 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users by 

sq. ft.: 2352 

Description: The buildings are in 

good condition and have only one 

story plus a basement. The 

building on the comer, #4, is in the 

6 



:). Vacant lot #5: parking lot 

Owner: City of El Paso 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: new retail, nightclubs 

restaurants all within two to three 

stories. 

Square footage: Size of lot X 3= 

7,200 sq. ft. 

Approximate nlUnber of users for 

two to three stories by sq. ft.: 800 

Description: This is a parking lot 

which is fenced in by a rock wall 

and gates for entering or exiting. It 

is used by the SlUl Metro bus 

employees for daily parking but at 

night is completely empty. The 

site originally had a 3 or 4 story 

hotel. 
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6. Existing building #6: 

Rocketbuster boots 

Owner: Martin Snortum 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: selling of boots, change 

facade facing the plaza by adding 

windows to view the process of 

making these artistically painted 

boots 

Square footage: 8,000 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users by 

sq. ft.: 888 

Description: The building is long 

and narrow and stands alone. It has 

timber construction and a brick 

facade. It is a two story building 

including a large basement space. 

The building is in good condition 

and should remain as a boot 

factory. 
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'7. Vacant lot # 7: Parking lot 

Owner: City of El Paso 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: this is a good site for an 

in-fill project for a restaurant with 

offices on top or a parking structure 

with retail on bottom 

Square footage X 3: 7200 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users for 

three stories: 800 

Description: It is used as a parking 

lot by the factory workers during 

the day and at night it is used by the 

people who go to the nightclubs. It 

IS not paved therefore, no 

designated parking spaces. 

9 
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8. Vacant lot # 8: non-pennanent 

airplane restaurant. 

Owner: Joseph and Lucinda M. 

Dorgan 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: this lot is in the center of 

the district and will be the main 

gathering area, it will become a tree 

lined plaza 

Square footage:(lot) 4740 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users: 527 

Description: The lot is in the center 

of the district. It is covered by 

paving, and has chain link fencing 

the entire perimeter of the site. 

II 
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9, Existing building #9: construction. They are connected 

Enginehouse #9 (E9) coffeehouse with Club 101 by the alley in the 

Owner: Joseph and Lucinda M. 
rear of the two buildings. 

Dorgan 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: nightclubs, bars and a 

coffee house 

Square footage: included with 

another building (Jarcar): 10,257 

sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users: 1139 

Description: The buildings are one 

story with brick and timber n·ame 
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i 0 & 11. Existing buildings # 1 ° & 

#11: part of Club 101 and a light 

manufacturing plant. 

Owner: Dan Neimeier 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: nightclubs and bars 

Square footage: 10,257 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users by 

sq. ft.: 1139 

Description: These two buildings 

are both one story in height. They 

both have brick facades and seem 

to be in good condition. 
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i 2. Existing building # 12: EI Paso 

Electric Company parking facility 

Owner: El Paso Electric Company 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: offices, retail space 

Square Footage: 15, 867 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users by 

sq. ft.: 1763 

Description: This building IS 

currently being used as a parking 

garage for service vehicles of the EI 

Paso Electric Company. There is 

oflice space on the second 11oor, 

with windows surrounding the 

perimeter. The basement is used 

for storage. The exterior of the 

building' is red and black brick 

which has recently been cleaned to 

show the true color of the brick. 
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i 3. Existing building # 13: Tire 

storage 

Owner: Warren Bunls 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: retail, restaurants, and 

offices 

Square footage: 7,860 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users by 

sq. ft.: 873 

Description: The 190 I building is in 

very good condition. It has a brick 

facade and post and beam 

constnlction. It is very well 

preserved, the windows have steel 

plate coverings on the exterior and 

wood on the interior. The 

covenngs protect the original 

windows. It has two floors with a 

basement. 
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14. Existing building # 14: Boom pitched roof and IS not very 

I box radio factory inviting. 

Owner: Warren Burns 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: demolish the steel 

warehouse and add a new two to 

three story building containing 

offices, restaurants and retail space 

Square footage: 4,740 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of llsers by 

sq. ft.: 526 

Description: This building is a one 

story metal warehollse. It has a 



i 5. Existing building # I 5: Housing the second floor has 14 apartments 

Owner: Marline Banks 
that are in good condition. 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: retail on bottom floor, 

loft space on the upper floors 

Square footage: 3,240 sq. ft. 

Approximate nwnber of users by 

sq. ft.: 526 

Description: This is a two story 

building with a yellow brick facade. 

There is also a basement that is 

large and has ample space. The 

first floor is vacant retail space, and 

6 



16 & 17. Existing building # 16 & 

# 17: Tire retail 

Owner: Tom Wicker 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: the taller structure, 

offices, loft apartments, and retail; 

the smaller rock building will 

become a restaurant 

Square footage: 9,519 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users by 

sq. ft.: 1057 

Description: There are two 

properties which make up this site. 

The first is a one story rock 

building, which is the retail part of 

the tire business. The second 

building 'is a four-story warehouse 

with open floor plans. the second 

building is concrete and steel 

construction with a red brick 

facade. 

7 
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18. Vacant lot # 18: Used for completely paved over with 

parking and refueling concrete and asphalt. 

Owner: Tom wicker 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: a new building 

containing restaurants and retail, or 

a parking stnlcture 

Square footage: NI A 

Approximate number of users: NI A 

Description: This is a triangular 

piece of land. It has a chain link 

fence surrounding it. The lot is 



I 

19. Existing building # 19: Retail 

and low income housing 

Owner: Jose Villasenor 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: as per the request of the 

owner, a bar and grill and offices 

will be put in this location. 

Square footage: 15,912 sq. ft. 

Approximate number of users: 

1,768 

Decription: The Building has two 

stories with retail an the first floor 

and 16 one-bedroom apm1ments on 

the second floor. The building is 

brick that is painted yellow. 
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20. Vacant lot #20: Storage 

Owner: Jose Villasenor 

Primary activities, existing or 

proposed: this will be an in-fill 

project of two to three stories 

containing offices on the upper 

floors and retail on the bottom floor 

Square footage: 10,200 sq.ft. 

Approximate number of users: 1133 

Description: The lot IS located 

between two buildings. It looks as 

though it must have been the site of 

II 

an old building and has since been 

tom down. 
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21. Existing building #21: Housing 

and retail 

Owner: Alisa R. Vega 

Primary activities, existing and 

proposed: housing on the second 

floor and retail on the bottom floor 

Square footage: N/A 

Approximate number of users: NI A 

Description: This is a two story 

comer building that is for sale. The 

building is brick which is painted 

blue and white. 

) 
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The approach that was best suited for this type of project was to look at the historical background, linkages and importance of 
the particular area under study. The link, which existed for the first half of the nineteenth century was between the Union 
Depot Train station and downtown. The view was destroyed in the 1960's by the civic center. The civic center blocked the 
view from downtown to the depot. The only remaining buildings along this corridor, are adjacent to the train depot. This 
thesis is an attempt to revitalize the area and bring this view corridor back and make it an important aspect of downtown life 
again. 

Open spaces were first studied and then an establishment of what spaces could be linked together to form a new view 
corridor were considered. The focus was to create common areas linked by pedestrian paths that were free of vehicular 
traffic. The two major open spaces were in front of the train station and the center of the district. A master plan for the 
entire area which provided, new trees, brick pavers through out the entire district, closed streets, pedestrian places to sit, and 
pedestrian plazas, were also an important aspect of the design. A mixed-use facility was the best solution to give people a 
variety of choices in what to do in this section of the downtown area. A restaurant, bar and retail were designed for the 
revitalization of this area. As you enter the newly designed district, from the train depot side, the pedestrian is welcomed by a 
John Houser, 14ft. bronze statue framed by 27 ft. high buildings on both sides. As the pedestrian strolls through the corridor 
he/she is met by a mixture of brightly painted stucco with recessed complementary colors, indigenous rock walls, smooth tiled 
surfaces, rusticated wooden beams that give the feeling of an old Mexican ranch home and iron work rusted to a brownish 
orange color. As the pedestrian continues through the corridor there are alleys which almost seem to lead to nowhere but once 
they are explored, the pedestrian finds a whole new open space to encompass his/ her thoughts. The buildings step down 
gradually as the pedestrian enters into the tree lined, red bricked plaza. In the direct center the grade of the land gently slopes 
downward toward a water fountain shooting at least fifteen feet into the air. The grassy slope around the water fountain is an 
exhilarating area to people watch or watch the water fountain dance to a beat of its own. Behind the water fountain is a rock 
wall that becomes a different tone of magenta as the water splashes onto it. The area has been transformed from a very cold 
and uninviting place to an area that people will come ~U1d sit for hours talking to each other about what ever is important to 
them, shop, eat, have a few drinks with some friends and feel completely safe. 

The close proximity to Mexico was a large design influence, many of the buildings of Mexico are in a style of ad-hoc, 
which is using only the materials that are available at a particular time and using them congruently with one another. Many 
different materials we.'e used in this project thus, to add to the Mexican motif of ad-hoc, 

EI Paso, Texas and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico are cities that share much of the same history but are completely different 
economically and socially. An architect may be able to successfully borrow ideas from different cultures and use them in ways 
that complement one another but the reality is that both are different and can not be copied completely. 
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