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There are many ingredients that make up the mix which is termed 

architecture, but none is more important than the people who experience 

it. People, through their perception of space, their use of space, and 

their movement through space, create for themselves the architecture 

that surrounds them. 

In Western Europe, the planning and structure of the urban 

environment promotes an interaction among those who live there and 

demands that they participate in their surroundings. This active partici

pation leads to the development of a community among individuals that 

works toward common goals for the greater good. In turn, those who 

participate in the process experience a growth process. The whole 

develops into something which is greater than the sum of its parts. 

Drastic changes occur to the student during the transition from life 

at home to a life at university. Freedom is gained while youthfulness is 

not quite lost. Students experiencing this transition are in need of many 

things. Initially, they seek to identify with their surroundings, and 

replace the support system which existed in their previous environment 

through social interaction. The student then searches, unknowingly 

perhaps, for something to further their development, their transition from 

adolescent to adult 

The architecture of a place can facilitate a multitude of interactions 

between people within an environment. These positive interactions 

promote a community in which unique ideas are possible and goals are 

attainable. The exploration of ideas by individuals, working in conjunc-
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tion with others in community, is a process of growth and development. 

The architecture of a place promotes community in P 

which development occurs. 

A residence hall for Texas Tech University is an appropriate vehicle 

for the expression of this hypothesis. The university's Department of 

Housing and Dining is dedicated to actively promoting student develop

ment and the creation of community to achieve this purpose. This 

design will also address issues on a campus wide level to become a 

place that contributes to the campus as if it were a member of the larger 

community which surrounds it. p 

The residence hall will house approximately 350-400 students and 

a trained faculty of professionals and para-professionals to assist the i 

students in their developmental process. This size is typical to the most ^ 

successful residence halls already located on campus, and is considered 

an "ideal" community size. C 
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Mallow's Heirarciix of Needs 

The transition from home to student life is a difficult one. 

During the transition, a student searches to find a new home; to make a 

place for themselves in their new environment. These actions are an 

attempt respond to developmental needs experienced by all people in the 

developmental years. The students try to form new relationships with 

new people. Working for and within these relationships is an important 

process for the student, one that leads the student through a process of 

that growth and development. 

Theoretical issues for this project are based on an attempt to 

actively satisfy Maslow's hierarchy of needs, which states that our most 

basic needs must be satisfied before those on the next level can be 

considered (Makay, 1994). First, a student must have his physiological, 

or survival needs fulfilled, such as food, water, oxygen, etc. After these 

are satisfied, the person then looks to safety needs, such as protection 

from attack, a tranquil home, freedom and comfort. The progression 

continues to attachment needs of friendship and affiliation, and a 

generally sense of social belonging. Esteem needs include the ability to 

see oneself as worthy and to have the respect of others, and they follow 

attachment needs. Finally the highest platform is self actualization, 

where a person seeks to fulfill their own potential through personal 

growth, awareness of others, social responsibility, and responsiveness 

to challenge (Makay 1994). It is a goal of this project to help each 

student grow to this level of maturity. 

The Department of Housing and Dining at Texas Tech University 
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is designed to help facilitate theses changes, and have proven their 

ability to do so. Studies have shown that residents in on-campus T 

university housing experience more personal development than off 

campus commuters. Chickering (1974), in his study titled Commuting |-| 

Versus Resident Students, he summarizes: 

E 
Residents, in response to immersion in the college environment, 

ctiange most during ttie first two years. They decelerate and may even slightly j j 

regress after that, as they move back toward the home culture as graduation 

approaches. They change most quickly in the non-intellectual areas where the K 

differences between high school and college are the greatest. And change in 

the intellectual areas accelerates as college courses and patterns of study r 

become more challenging. In contrast, commuters changes are slower. 

It is important that students experience the many more opportu

nities presented them in the residence hall environment for personal I 

growth to occur. Increases in self actualization occur more frequently in 

on-campus students than in students commuting from home. (Scott, ( 

1975). , 

Texas Tech supports these goals of student development in the / \ 

Department of Housing and Dining philosophies, but the architecture of 

the existing halls does not compliment this plan as much as it could. j 

They serve a function of housing students, but offer little help in attain- " 

ing greater goals of student development through community develop- '̂  

ment. ^ 



In smaller cities and towns of moderate urban density, tightly 

knit communities seem to form themselves. In many large cities with 

high urban densities, however, this phenomenon no longer occurs. The 

architecture of a place, including many factors such as scale and 

planning, causes the interactions among people which form these 

communities. In this collection of individuals, both personal and public 

needs are met, goals are attained, and personal growth occurs. 

I have chosen to model my residence hall environment based 

on the dynamic characteristics of small urban developments, examples 

of such occur in the historic small towns of Western Europe. Alcoves, 

hallways, and wings transform into yards, streets, and neighborhoods 

using this metaphor. The residence hall then becomes a city in which 

the community not only functions, but thrives. 

What is community? Community is a sense of attachment to a 

group and a set of values commonly shared within that group (Blimlmg, 

1995). It is a dynamic movement that works toward a greater whole. It 

cannot be static, and it must be integrated into a whole, no matter the 

scale where the community exists. A student must work toward the hall 

community, the wings strive to create complex community, the complex 

works with the campus community, and the campus thrives with the 

Lubbock community. 

Security, privacy individuality, and especially the community of 

the hall are all issues addressed in this project. Comfort of the residents 
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in their social and academic environments is important to maintain a 

suitable level of activity and interaction among students. The way the 

building interacts with the campus is of great importance m the forma

tion of community. 

Of utmost importance in creating a community is the concept 

of passive interaction. It simply states that the more frequently a person 

experiences contact with another, there is a greater chance of those two 

persons forming an understanding of one another (Festinger, Schacter, 

Back, 1950), eventually to become acquaintances. It is from this basic 

contact that friendships arise and a sense of place is discovered. 

This concept implies that movement must in some way be 

associated with the development of community, people must move to 

interact and meet. Movement of people is also a key element to the 

gathering of people, as those who gather only do so to watch those who 

pass. To apply this principle to a residence hall environment seems 

fairly obvious. Residents of the same "street" should encounter each 

other often, be able to meet residents of the same neighborhood easily 

and form relationships with those in the city. 

As we address the larger scale, it is necessary to have the 

residence hall function as more than just a residence for students, not 

only a destination for those who live there. It also can function as a path 

to where others travel. By becoming a pause in a journey across cam^ 

pus, it becomes a temporary destination for the campus population, for 

students living elsewhere but seeking rest within a familiar community. 
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Goal: To promote an learning environment where a 

student can achieve self-actualization 

The primary goal of the majority of students attending Texas 

Tech University is to pursue an education. Some students, upon 

entering the university, do not recognize this as a primary objective, due 

to external factors such as the newfound freedom to make decisions for 

Goal: To provide for the basic needs and support T 

services required for the student to live. 

If nothing else, architecture should provide for this, one of [ j 

Vitruvius' basic elements of architectural design commodity. Com

modity in architecture also satisfies the first two needs that Maslow 

defines. A system of support for its users is necessary to make an 

attempt to resolve other conflicts and instill greater meaning. Firmness 

of structure, also regarded as a basic function of architecture, is refer

enced in this statement of basic living needs. 

Potential Design Response: Solutions to these simple 

problems are obvious, and even under the best conditions only provide 

little in the ways of community and interaction. In most areas, other 

goals are defined in addition to these most basic of functions. Yet these 

are the basics of architecture, and must be accomplished before any

thing else can be attempted. 
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themselves including the choice to fail. In order to advance the 

student to realize goals of success academically and personally, atten

tion to specific environments must be given. 

An academic environment is a place to study, to rest, to meet | ^ 

for study groups. It is quiet, unobtrusive, and peaceful. The attributes 

of the space and the people are concerned with making good grades, 

and getting a diploma in a process of achieving success in society 

A learning environment is, at times, loud, active, and sometimes 

obnoxious. It is an environment where individuals express themselves, 

and others react to that individuality. It is a place where interaction 

occurs, relationships are formed, and ideas are actualized. It is an 

environment that most students fail to realize they occupy yet also one 

where the most learning takes place. It is in this environment that 

students experience life and develop into adults, where lessons are 

taught that cannot be taught in the classroom, a place of life learning 

through experience. It is in this environment that a student will be able 

to satisfy the upper level needs of the Maslow theory P 

Potential Design Response: Each resident should feels a 
' A 

senseof place within the residence hall. It should be a place where that /i 

student feels an ability to express himself, where the student seeks 

privacy and comfort, and a place where he belongs. The residence hall ^ | 

must replace the positive aspects of the home environment where the " 

student once lived. It must provide acceptance, encouragement, and c 

recognition. Finally self-actualization occurrs and is the final step in the s 
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developmental process. 

Other people are necessary to provide the acceptance, encour

agement, and recognition that a developing student needs. With each 

interaction that takes place, another opportunity to satisfy these needs 

presents itself. This residence hall will promote this interaction among 

those who live within the hall, providing positive opportunities for 

involvement with others within the hall and with those who pass through 

it. 

Goal: For the hall to be useful to the campus, to serve 

a function as a part of the greater community of Texas 

Tech, to be a symbolic gesture toward the growth of Texas 

Tech. 

For any design to make an attempt at creating a community, it 

must locate itself so that it may serve a useful purpose in the fulfillment 

of that community. It cannot simply exist, it must serve, or do. A 

building that does not actively promote community on the campus 

through its configuration and function can be likened to a student who 

works alone. The solitude may lead to a successful introspective 

relationship within building itself, but no involvement in outside activi

ties occurs, there is no attempt to work with others to attain a goal, and 

therefore no personal growth. The building may sit satisfactorily by 

itself, solving problems within it and adapting to change, but that is not 

it's function, and it does not address the greater needs of the whole, the 

campus of Texas Tech University. 
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This design must act as a foundation for the growth that will 

occur to it and around it for the coming years. It is not a physical 

growth, but a symbolic process of maturing as the building and its 

reputation physically grow older. New theories in residence life will 

develop, architectural styles will change. This building should accom

modate these changes, and integrate itself into the future. 

Potential Design Response: This design may serve as a 

communal gathering space, where it becomes more than a place of 

residence, or destination for those who live there. Through its use and 

function, it should become an interactive environment for those who 

encounter it. By drawing them through the building, it becomes a 

passage. One may liken it to a town square or main street where people 

pass, rest, and observe, allowing all other aspects of community 

development to occur. Finally, this design must address the needs of 

the greater community by finding it's place and discovering the function 

it needs to serve for Texas Tech University 
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Issue: Student proximity and the natural interaction and 

formation of relationships that occurs therein. 

Physical design affects social relations primarily by determining 

the proximity of individuals (Kuper, 1953;Whyte, 1956). Functional 

distance is a primary factor in determining the socialization of an 

individual due to the amount, or number of contacts with other individu

als. Unlike physical distance, which is simply measured, the functional 

distance considers influencing factors as relative orientation of dwellings 

and common paths of travel. 

A factor in determining functional distance, and an important 

consideration in the social interaction matrix is the principle of passive 

contacts. This principal states that the more often one specific person 

comes into contact with another specific person, the greater the oppor

tunity of social interaction. This is because there are more opportunities 

for acknowledgment of presence as well as discovery of another 

person's nature through observation and conversation (Kuper, 1953). 

Essentially the more times one person encounters another, the 

more likely a friendship will be formed. The Texas Tech residence halls 

fail for the most part in the attempt at increasing the amount of passive 

contacts for students. The "wings" of the residence halls lead to no

where, making that corridor an unlikely path of travel for any student not 

living in that 

Potential Response: To extend the paths of travel beyond the 

door the student's residence to a destination, a public or semi-public 

F 

A 

C 

L 

T 

Y 



± ]ku€iS 

space that holds interest for all residents. 

Issue: Security of l iving environment 

Just as homeowners desire to feel safe in their domain, so must a 

student feel comfortable with the safety and well-being while at home. 

Security is an issue that many students fail to consider when choosing a 

residence hall at a particular school, but it is an issue that parents do 

not fail to analyze. If the residence hall is to be community environ

ment, it must provide within itself security for its residents. 

Locked doors prevent people from entering specific areas, but 

locked doors will also prevent the development of a hallwide community 

in favor of a floor specific community. Within the hall, a type of neigh

borhood watch system will develop among the floor that will identify 

strangers and trespassers who wish wrongdoing. With this resident 

enforced policy the primary problem becomes security versus those 

who do not live in that building. 

With the amount of people passing through the residence hall, it 

is important to discourage uninvited strangers from visiting the rooms 

of the residents, regardless of intent. 

Potential Response: A locked door is not a viable solution to 

this problem, instead it requires the existence of perhaps a metaphorical 

maze. The residents have he knowledge to bypass directly to their 

destination, while the stranger finds himself lost in an attempt at access. 

This may be accomplished by disguising entrances to private halls, or 
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placing them in unconventional locations. The complex may also be 

divided in a vertical format, having student live above while those who 

travel and gather are below. Student rooms will occupy a second story 

or higher, making access to the rooms difficult because of placement of 

stairs and elevators. 

Issue: privacy for students in their home environment 

For students moving away from their families and their homes, the 

sense of place becomes very important in their identity as individuals. It 

is a goal of student housing, and of this project, to have each student 

recognize his or her personal space as an individual home, and the 

surrounding community as a support structure. 

Typically, two people share a room with an open plan, and no 

privacy is allotted for studying, sleeping, or other solitary activities. 

Both roommates are involved in all activities, as one always reacts to the 

other. This arrangement has both positive and negative aspects. It 

helps to facilitate interaction among roommates and absolves the 

feelings of loneliness that students may have. It is also a forced interac

tion of students with a different person with different ideas, values and 

habits on a daily basis. Accepting differences of others and adjusting to 

different lifestyles is a necessary beginning to the process of student 

development. 

Conversely in double occupant rooms, each roommate attempts to 

claim territory within the space, and to seek escape from each other's 
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field of vision (Van der Ryn & Silverstein, 1967). Furniture arrange

ments usually draw an imaginary line between spaces that roommates 

claim. 

Potential Response: A plan with two personal areas joined to 

a larger, common area, supports the compromising wants and needs of 

privacy and interaction. The private room is small, consisting of only 

the necessities of a bed, a study area, and chest of drawers, with access 

to a closet. The common area between will accommodate items such as 

lounge chairs, televisions, large stereos and other furniture that students 

bring to customize their room. It will also contain a sink, and a com

mon medicine chest. The common area should support comfortably up 

to five persons during leisure activities. 

The joint between the two spaces is especially important. Privacy 

should not be compromised, yet a closed door gives total closure and is 

not preferred. The joint should serve as a transition between the semi-

public and private spaces. A visual screen must be employed, and at 

times, an audio barrier could serve useful as well. 

Issue: Technology's impact on the residence hall 

More and more people are beginning to utilize personal computers 

as educational tools. Yet the full capabilities of the machine are not 

being utilized because of lack of support and vision of the future, or 

even the present. An important element in establishing a link to the rest 

of the campus is the computer connection that accesses information 
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across campus and can utilize other resources. 

Potential Response: The technology to support a computer j-t 

network is relatively simple. It involves the implementation of a hall 

wide network connection available to each student in his private quar

ters. This network will link all computers with appropriate software to all 

others within the hall, including directors and the secretary's. Privacy 

could be insured by protective software, or simply turning off the 

machine that is not supposed to be accessed. The link to administrator's 

information is important as an information retrieval source, and as a 

central advertising administration. The hall wide network will also share T 

a common line to the main library computer, so that the entire campus 

may be accessed as an information source, as well as the world through 

internet connections and file transfer methods. | 

Issue: Personalization of student spaces 

For a student to feel at home in his environment, that environment I 

should be individual to that person. Inflexibility of room equipment and 

rigid regulations governing modification of walls and floors are cited 

often as creating an institutional setting (Van der Ryn & Silverstein, ' I 

1967). 

At the same time, since the residence hall rooms will be used by a v 

variety of users throughout its lifetime, the integrity of the space must , 

remain intact for future use. 

Potential Response: Beds, desks, and bookshelves in the 
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private areas should be constructed (possibly modular) so that personal

ization of the space can be achieved by placement of furniture, maximiz

ing to the student, the space available. Portions of walls will be a 

supportive external framework so that beds and desks may be set at 

individual heights to accommodate each resident, while the integrity of 

the space can be maintained for future occupants. 

Issue: Student comfort within the residence hall 

Student comfort, both physical and mental, must be maintained 

throughout the residence hall, in both public and private spaces. All of 

the senses, visual, tactile, auditory olfactory and flavor must be 

addressed to fulfill comfort requirements for individual students. All 

students will have different desires for the environment around them 

during the activities they perform. 

Potential Response: Many individual environments for public 

and semi-public spares will be created to accommodate many individual 

tastes in atmosphere. The discovery of the most pleasing environment 

for each student will also serve as a community building device, as 

students create for themselves common paths of travel away from their 

neighborhood. All spaces should pro-actively favor the use of natural 

light, utilizing its thermal and visual abilities. 

Issue: Access of facil ity for disabled students 

The American Disabilities Act is an important document. It 

outlines design criteria that must be addressed by the architect and the 
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builder. Unfortunately one can satisfy the conditions set forth by 

Americans with Disabilities Act, and still neglect the needs of disabled 

Americans. Ramps may allow access to a building, where a person who 

is not disabled uses stairs. Quite often, however, the ramps are not at 

the same entrance, or in an out of the way location, and only exist to 

satisfy code. 

The disabled student is an integral part of the community environ-

menL With the disability comes a different perspective of life, and 

opportunities for others to see that perspective. If the student who is 

disabled is alienated from his local community by solutions that merely 

satisfy code, that student is a step behind in his developmental process. 

Potential Design Response: This residence hall will be 

accessible to all disabled students. It is important to design not only 

access to the hall, but also to provide the same opportunities to disabled 

persons as it does to everyone else. To accomplish this goal requires 

more than a compliance with the codes, but an attempt at truly under

standing the problems that face the disabled. 

Issue: Special interest f loors; their role in community 

In addition to forming friendships based on number of passive 

contacts and proximity of neighbors, student also seek to find others 

with common interests and goals. With these goals in common, there a 

greater opportunity to discover a common subject to talk about A 

common topic of conversation makes both meeting parties more 
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comfortable with the interaction, thus facilitating the making of friends. 

This, in turn, encourages the community to grow faster and in a similar 

direction toward a common goal. This situation occurs on something 

termed a "special interest" floor. The participants of the program 

request a place to live based on their interests, such as "creative endeav

ors". The housing department then places all of the students with this 

request in a close proximity, usually with a student staff who shares the 

same interest. 

Potential Response: Several of the floors will be designated a 

"special interest" floors. These areas will be pared with the space 

functions to fulfill that special interests need. The art studio is nearby 

the "creative endeavors" floor, the music studio with the "musical 

pursuits" hall etc. Any special interest expressed by the students could 

become the basis for a special interest floor. 

Issue: Use of dining hall as community builder 

The dining hall has a unique ability to be a complex wide commu

nity building tool. All students must visit the dining facilities to eat, 

therefore passively if not consciously interacting with others in the 

larger community of the complex. The dining hall's responsibility is to 

provide an environment that is conducive meeting others or serving the 

function required of it other than providing nourishment. 

Van der Ryn and Silverstein (1967) have defined five distinct social 

patterns in the dining hall: 1) Gorge and go; student is in a hurry and 
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needing a quick meal. 2) Casual dining making friends; students try 

and use meals and snacks to meet people and to exchange ideas and 

community information. 3) Intimate conversation with friends; quiet 

areas to eat with one other person such as a girlfriend. 4) Solitary 

meals while reading; students are in no hurry, yet want a quiet calm 

environment in which to read with adequate light to do so. 5) Snacking; 

students preparing late night snacks. 

These eating social patterns change for reach resident on a meal-

to-meal basis, breakfast may be gorge and go, lunch a solitary meal 

while reviewing for class, and dinner may be casual dining with friends. 

The dining hall should reflect the desires for these activities by individu

als and groups. Most importantly it should provide an atmosphere that 

communicates to the user to "stay as long as you want." 

Potenti-al Response: Students are in need of small private 

areas instead of large cafeteria style rooms to feel comfortable in their 

eating habits. Visual and audio screens may be placed within the dining 

hall to give a sense of privacy to the table where individuals eat. The 

size of the spaces created by the screens shall vary in size to accommo

date the five social eating patterns of Van der Ryn and Silverstein. Other 

clues of the space will serve as indications of the spaces primary use, 

such as the silence encountered when someone sits eating a solitary 

meal and reading, or the lower light levels around intimate conversation 

spots. Psychologist Robert Sommer's research shows that long tables 

are conducive to meeting others, while round tables are commonly 
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shared among friends, and self serve counters allows interaction with 

strangers. Placement of the furniture will reflect these functions. F 
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student Use Spaces: 

Student rooms (180) 

Users: Students who will attend Texas Tech University 

Activities: All actions normally perforrried at home by the student, 

such as studying, sleeping and leisure activities 

Analysis/Response: Two private quarters will branch from a single 

semi-private space, and will be termed a room. These smaller areas will 

support activities of sleeping, studying, dressing and other private 

activities of individuals. It will include a desk and bed constructed to be 

easily rearranged, and a clothing storage space within 90 sq. ft. Each of 

the private areas will have natural lighting enough support daytime 

activities and in at night will utilize incandescent lighting. Materials 

shall be durable to sustain the finish after years of usage. 

The common room is also to be finished with durable materials. It 

will contain a sink, medicine chest, and mirror. It shall have the same 

lighting requirements as the private room distributed over its 90 sq. ft. 

Rooms for the disabled (12) 

Users: Students attending Texas Tech University with a mobile 

disability 

Activities: All normal activities performed by the student; studying, 

sleeping and leisure activities such as watching TV, reading etc. 

Analysis/Response: These rooms will be different only in their 

physical size to accommodate the necessary room required for the 
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physically disabled to function effectively. It will meet all handicap 

accessibility codes with special consideration given to ease of use for 

the occupant. These rooms will be integrated into the community of 

each floor, as all floors will be fully accessible to such persons. The 

disabled person will share the common space with a roommate who 

does not experience a mobility problem. 

Resident Assistants rooms: (12) 

Users: Para-professionals working in resident life 

Activities: Normal activities as students with the addition of 

construction of signs, banners, and other priorities of the Resident 

Assistant occupation. 

Analysis/Response: Since the resident assistant does not room 

with another individual, there is only a need for one privacy space 

separated from the semi-public space. It shall have the same lighting 

and durability of materials requirements. 

Computer Lab 

Users: Residents of the hall who do not own their own machines 

Activities: Computer use, word processing, programming, or 

presentation work with study occurring within a close proximity Occa

sional non-academic usage will occur, such as game playing, or internet 

surfing if there is a computer available. People may also gather here to 

have computer club meetings or to discuss related topics. 

Analysis/Response: As technology grows, computers will become 
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a necessity for even those who cannot afford one. A central computer 

lab is important for providing a link to the campus and beyond. Cen

tralizing the computer lab emphasizes cross floor travel by those who do 

not own machines, and creates a place to gather for demonstrations that 

exists outside a resident's semi-private space, allowing more people to 

participate. A primary concern of this room is lighting, which must be 

utilized to minimize glare and eliminate eyestrain for users. Acoustically, 

the materials of the space should absorb sound, so distraction from 

others computers is minimized. Each computer terminal should be 

equipped with a desk with enough space to place working materials 

while at the terminal. The lab will contain ten workstations, or a ratio of 

one computer to about thirty-eight students. 

Entertainment/T.V. lounge (6) 

Users: Students who live on the floor 

Activities: Leisure activities; watching T.V., playing board games. 

Meetings on a floor wide basis to distribute information 

Analysis/Response: These spaces will be large enough to hold the 

entire floor, so that a community meeting can be facilitated with ease. It 

will contain a large screen television for multimedia presentations and 

leisure viewing. This space requires the use of natural light, but must 

be carefully used to reduce glare as in the computer lab. 

Study Lounge (6) 

Users: Students of the floor on which the lounge is located, and 
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others who visit that lounge for tutorials or group study sessions. 

Activities: Study and teaching, usually students teaching other 

students 

Analysis/Response: This space will support the academic pursuits 

of those living in the residence hall, providing an alternate place of study 

to their private quarters. It is a teaching environment, with materials and 

arrangement so that interaction among students about scholastic topics 

may occur. Its placement and construction will eliminate most, if not all 

of the background noise occurring throughout the hall. It is not a 

classroom, but a study session environment that allows students to 

congregate in small groups for discussion. 

Bathrooms 

Users: Students of the hall 

Activities: Personal hygiene 

Analysis/Response: These sanitary spaces will include, for use by 

the floor; four showers total plus one bath fully accessible to someone 

mobility impaired, a sink for washing hands, and a large wash basin for 

cleaning of items by residents for which their personal sinks are too 

small. For men, it will have two urinals and four water closets; for 

women, five water closets. 

Meeting Space 

Users: Students who participate in organized residence hall 

activities 
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Activities: Meeting, discussion, formulation of ideas and methods 

of execution 

Analysis/Response: Hall government meetings primarily will occur 

in this space on a weekly basis. Occasionally, other groups may use it 

as a temporary meeting space. It should be able to accommodate up to 

sixty people easily and comfortably with round table discussions as the 

principle form of interaction. Meetings of this type typically last no 

more than one and a half hours. The space should be exciting enough 

so that it does not bore a meeting member, yet does not distract from 

the meetings agenda. Furniture arrangement is important to achieve the 

face-to-face discussion format rather than the atmosphere of a class

room or lecture. 

Music Studio 

Users: Students who live in the residence hall, practicing musi

cians, and occasional visitors 

Activities: Practice and performance of all musical instruments, 

song writing, recording 

Analysis:/Response: This purpose of this space is not to create a 

recording studio, but instead to provide a place for individual or group 

practice without disturbing the other residents of the hall. The space 

should be acoustically treated so that amateur recordings are free from 

background noise and other distractions. The exterior hall should also 

be free from excessive noise of people practicing their instruments, even 
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at loud volumes. Obviously the acoustic design of the place will be the 

driving element in the method of construction and design. Materials 

acoustic performance will affect the atmosphere of this room, as they 

express their function to the user. The space will be divided into 

changeable sections so that musicians can practice individually but 

when used as a whole, bands or smaller ensembles may practice 

together. A piano will be a permanent fixture in the music studio. 

Art Studio 

Users: Students who live in the residence halls with an interest in 

the creative arts 

Activities: Drawing, painting, construction, sculpture, modeling 

Analysis/Response: Natural daylight and nighttime task lighting is 

the primary focus of the design of this room. It will be used as a space 

for the making of projects, whether they may be for class or projects of 

interest This room will contain lockers for works in progress that need 

to be stored in the studio. A large stainless steel sink will be located in 

this room for washing brushes and other equipment, as well as a place 

to store cleaning items like brooms, mops, and rags. s 
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Housing and Dining Spaces 

Apartments for director (2) 

Users: Residence life professionals and their family 

Activities: Normal living activities as occur in the resident rooms 

with the addition of eating, and possibly entertaining. 

Analysis/Response: The residence hall professional is in need of a 

more traditional home atmosphere, rather than the interactive spaces 

which the residents occupy The apartment should consist of a living 

area, a full kitchen, a small dining area, and at least two bedrooms. 

Natural lighting will be used throughout the apartment. The materials of 

the place shall create a comforting environment, with little regard to the 

continued usability by future occupants. It is assumed that all directors 

and assistant directors will assume responsibility for the preservation of 

the environment for their successors. It will be located on the ground 

floor of the complex and will have its own bathroom facilities. 
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Director's and Assistant Director's office 

Users: Directors of the complex and those who meet with him 

Activities: Office work, organizational activities, paperwork, 

computer usage, meetings for discipline and discussion 

Analysis/Response: This space should serve as a comfortable 

work environment conducive to completing tasks. It should be spacious 

and well lit with task and general lighting. The space should be acces-
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sible through the front office. Since it is important that the directors be 

visible to the population, these offices will be placed near well traveled 

route by the campus and resident population. However, the directors 

offices will not be visibly accessible from these areas. 

Front Office 

Users: Everyone who works as a para-professional or professional 

within the residence hall environment including directors, resident 

assistants, maintenance, and housekeeping. Primarily a secretary will 

work regular hours and a student staff member will be working all hours 

daily 

Activities: Student services; checking out office equipment, 

retrieving registered mail and packages, delivering information, han

dling all resident requests and complaints 

Analysis/Response: This space is a multifunctional office that 

serves the needs of students in the hall and serves as a central commu

nications headquarters for the hall to the campus. It will be located on 

the ground floor so that it may be of use to the campus students who 

pass through the hall. Equipment, such as vacuums and other cleaning 

items, sports gear, and possibly entertainment opportunities such as 

VCRs and movie will be available from the office to residents. Ample 

storage space should be included adjacent to this office for storage of 

such equipment and for academic supplies. A counter or serving desk 

should be located so that a view into the main lobby is possible and so 
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that the office is visible to all who pass. Within this office will be a work 

area large enough for the secretarial duties, and a computer networked 

to both directors for ease of communication and record keeping. 

Staff Meeting/Workroom 

Users: Resident assistants and directors, some student staff 

Activities: Meeting and constructing paraphernalia to be used by 

the residents or residence hall 

Analysis/Response: This space serves primarily an organizational 

function, by insuring available space for all tools needed to be used by 

its users. It is also a communal meeting place for staff where the 

business of the hall is discussed and plans formulated. Storage should 

be adjacent to this room for large equipment, while the storage for the 

general use items will be located in the space in an organized fashion. 

Maintenance Office 

Users: Maintenance personnel 

Activities: Organization of work to be done within or around the 

residence hall, it will also function as a rest area for breaks during the 

day 

Analysis/Response: This office will be used by the maintenance 

man during working hours to organize work orders, receive correspon

dences, and as a headquarters for his daily activities. It will be equipped 

with a work area similar to the secretary's with a computer connected 

F 

A 

C 

L 

T 

Y 



with the network. It may be located away from the primary route of 

travel, possibly with an exterior exit Storage for materials, supplies and 

tools for the position should be located close to the office. 

Housekeeping Office 

Users: Housekeeping personnel 

Activities: Organization of work to be done by the housekeeping 

staff, but it will have more than one person working through it. 

Analysis/Response: Only one person will primarily work in this 

office, but will also perform housekeeping duties, so that the office will 

not be occupied all of the working hours. This space will be similar m 

composition to the maintenance office in equipment and location. 

Several storage, or work closets will be distributed throughout the 

complex from which the individual housekeepers may work. These 

closets will include storage for extra supplies, a large industrial sink for 

cleaning supplies, and storage for tools such as vacuums, mops, and 

cleaner. A central break room will be located next to the office that will 

be able to accommodate all of the housekeepers. 

Mail facil ity 

Users: Student staff who distribute mail, accessible to all students 

of the complex, and to mail delivery service personnel 

Activities: Distribution of mail 

Analysis/Response: This space will be bordered by a wall, where 

on one side student staff will distribute mail to boxes assigned to 
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students. Access to the other side is open to students where they will 

retrieve mail by using a combination or other type of lock to that box. 

Packages and oversized mail will be stored in the front office. 

Campus 

Dining Facility 

Users: Persons living and working in the hall and several people 

from across campus, student and professional staff who work to clean 

the eating area and serve the food 

Activities: Eating and serving food and drink, conversing, reading, 

studying, meeting 

Analysis/Response: The dining hall serves an important function, 

other than that of providing sustenance. It can provides opportunity for 

complex-wide interaction on a daily basis. The design of the dining 

facility will reflect the need of the five social eating habits as established 

by Van der Ryn and Silverstein. Primarily the dining hall should be 

welcoming and offer each student a desire to "take as long as you want," 

The serving area shall be partially staffed by Housing and Dining 

personnel, but with the majority of the meal making process resulting 

from self-service at food and drinks bars. 
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Kitchen 

Users: cooks permanently employed by housing and dining, 

student and professional staff working part time 

Activities: all forms of cooking baking, deep frying, broiling, 

warming, washing dishes, food preparation 

Analysis/Response: The kitchen shall provide all support services 

necessary to the function of the dining hall. It will be located adjacent 

to the dining hall for ease of transportation of food to and from serving, 

and self-serving areas. It should be large enough to produce food for 

the population of the hall at each meal. 

Lobby 

Users: All campus students who pass through or live in the 

building 

Activities: Socializing, eating, relaxing 

Analysis/Response: The lobby of the residence hall is an impor

tant tie to the rest of campus. It is a purely public space, with access 

allowed to it and through it for 24 hours daily. The lobby will consist of 

not only a room in which to congregate, but of a walkway, or passage 

through which students from across campus travel in their journey to 

other parts of campus. The lobby may also serve as a temporary 

destination for the campus community because of the commercial 

services and entertainment opportunities. It will be naturally lit during 

daylight hours and will utilize specific lighting during the evenings to 
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emulate the textures and colors experienced throughout the day. 

Game Room 

Users: All campus students who pass through or live in the 

building 

Activities: Pool, table tennis, playing video games, relaxation, 

eating and drinking 

Analysis/Response: This is the public entertainment space of the 

hall, where students from the hall and from across campus interact with 

activities as mediums for the interaction. Pool, table tennis, and other 

leisurely activities will occur here on a daily basis. It may also serve as 

the site for tournaments for the hall or campus. The atmosphere of this 

space should supplement the already busy atmosphere of the main 

"street", yet it will slow the pace of activity. Natural lighting will be 

introduced with the same goals as the lobby. 

Commercial ventures 

Users: All campus students who pass through or live in the 

building 

Activity: Varies in accordance to the occupants purpose 

Analysis/Response: The Department of Housing and Dining is not 

equipped to supply all the services to the residents at the lowest pos

sible cost. Space for commercial ventures will be created and leased to 

those services useful to the public and to residence hall life. Soda 

stands, convenience stores, or restaurants may open or this purpose. 
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They will be located directly o the main street so they may be accessed 

by all students who use the building. The stores will be staffed by h 

private companies and are not expected to be open all hours daily. 

Security will be provided within the design of the hall so that it may 

integrate with the overall feel of the space when shops are closed to 

business. 
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Spacial liclaliniiship Diai^rant 

(~2) I'fiese .spaces cannol be adjacent 

O These spaces may be adjacent 

- These spaces should be close 

These spaces should he neighboring 

^^ These spaces nvisi be adjacent 

Empty these spacse have no relationship (doesn't matter) 

Student Rooms 

Study Area 

Lounge 

Bathroom 

Music Studio 

Art Studio 

Exercise/Weight Room 

Computer Lab 

Kitchenette 

Meeting Space 

Director Apartment 

Director's Office 

Front Office 

Office/Hall Storage 

Maintenance Office 

Maintenance Storage 

Housekeeping Office 

Housekeeping Storage 

Mail Delivery 

Mam Lobby 

Game Room 

Commercial Spaces 

Dining Hall 

Kitchen 
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Texas Tech began as an idea for a Plains Agriculture and Mechani

cal College in 1909. Politicians decided after a west Texas tour in 1923 

to start the college in Lubbock, Texas, which at that lime only had a 

population of 7500 people. 

The board of delegates gave these reasons for the decision to 

locate the school in Lubbock: The nearly ideal weather was considered 

"A cool climate conducive to the highest development of man," Lubbock 

was a healthful city, because of the dry air, it was safe from mosquitoes 

and other disease spreading insects. It was accessible by six highways, 

a major railroad the Santa Fe line, and it had an unrivaled supply of 

fresh water. 

The City 

Lubbock today has a population of 186, 206 people, and covers 

an area of 104 square miles. The city is ranked as the ninth largest city 

in Texas and the 87th largest in the nation (Peng, 1990), It is located in 

the center of the county at 33° 35 ' north latitude and 101° 50' west 

longitude. 

This position puts Lubbock in a semi-arid region, and because of 

it's altitude of 3,241 feet above sea level, it experiences a mild climate. 

The mild climate has made Lubbock and the surrounding South 

Plains the heart of the largest cotton producing section of Texas. Cattle 

feeding and grain sorghum production contribute significantly to the 

economy of the area. It is also strong in manufacturing, wholesale, and 
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retail trade services due to it's central location and access to transporta

tion. Manufacturing accounts for approximately 6,800 jobs in and 

around Lubbock. The city serves as the major retail and health center 

for a 26 county region where more than half a million people reside. 

Lubbock exists as a medium-sized community with large-city conve

niences for it's residents, while it still maintains a small town living 

environment 

The Weather 

The mild climate, at least on the majority of the days, is one of 

Lubbock's assets as recognized by the politicians of 1923. It has cool 

nights and warm days, with the average temperature of 60° and noon 

humidity of 46%. In the long summer days of July the temperature 

averages 79.5°F, but in the short winters in January, the average 

temperature drops to 35.5°F. The city, however, is not without extremes 

with temperatures ranging from as high as 104°F to as low as -15°F. 

Annual precipitation is primarily in the form of rainfall, with an 

average precipitation of 17.76", mainly occurring in short downpours 

during the months of May, June, and July. Average snowfall is approxi

mately 8" per year, but extended periods of cold during the winter 

months are unusual. 

Wind IS a major element that forms the climate of Lubbock, Texas. 

The average wind velocity in the area is 10-15 miles per hour and is 

consistent, but occasionally the southwest prevailing winds can peak at 
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70 miles per hour, or remain in excess of 25 mph for periods as long as 

twelve hours. These conditions generally occur in late winter and 

springtime, sometimes giving the sky a hazy red cast from all the dust m 

the air. These conditions only last for a short while, however, so the 

climate of the city is considered pleasant. 

The Campus 

Texas Tech first architect and campus planner was William Ward 

Watkin. He began designing in the Spanish Renaissance Tradition 

because of several influences, one of which was the fact that he had just 

returned from Spam to begin work on the campus. There were other 

reasons as well. It was said that the Llano Estacado terrain and that of 

Spain was similar in look and climate. Also, the cultural background of 

the southwest and that of the Spanish was very similar. 

Because of the changing economy, the Spanish characteristics of 

the early buildings disappeared with the excess money it took to con

struct them. The results were the elimination of many decorative 

elements such as the number and depth of arcades, and artistic rooflines 

of decorative tiling. With the construction of the first building over three 

stories, the last semblance of uniformity of the architecture was lost, and 

the more modern and inexpensive architectural characteristics began to 

appear. 

The campus, since it's early inception, has exploded in population 

and is now home to 8,878 students, residing in 22 halls scattered 
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around the boundary of the 2000 acres that is Texas Tech. 

The Site 

The proposed site for a new residence hall is in the southwest area 

of campus. This region extends from the west facade of the library to 

Flint Avenue and describes it's northern and southern boundaries as 

15th and 18th street, respectively. The primary location of the building 

will be defined by the corners of the Business Administration building, 

the Plant Science building, the Foreign Language building, and the Art 

building. 

Issue: Parking for the hall and the campus 

Parking is a valuable commodity on the grounds of Texas Tech, for 

both the on campus student and for the commuter. With such a small 

site and imited access, parking will be givn very careful consideration in 

terms of size, number of cars, the distance between it and the building, 

and the perceived void that a parking lot presents. 

Potential Design Response: It may seem hard to understand 

why the design of an underground parking garage is appropnate to a 

campus that is so widely spread, and land is easily available. Yet the 

current commuter parking problem has yet to be solved even with use of 

much of the available land allotted to it. This design could serve the 

campus is as a gateway for students who suffer from these problems. 

Students may emerge from their cars, rise through the building, and 

experience an awakening of the campus, rather than the dreary journey 
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of the bus ride from the commuter lot. In this way the student becomes 

part of an emerging community whose framework is provided by the 

residence hall instead of an inactive participant of the campus commu

nity. 
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Space 

Student Rooms 

Study Area 

Lounge 

Bathroom 

Music Studio 

Art Studio 

Computer Lab 

Kitchenette 

Meeting Space 

Director Apartment 

Director's Office 

Front Office 

Office/Hall Storage 

Maintenance Office 

No. of Users 

2 

1-12 

1-30 

1-9 

1-6 

1-4 

1-25 

1-3 

15-50 

1-4 

1-2 

1-3 

1 

1 

Sq. Ft. 

260 

600 

1000 

750 

600 

500 

500 

200 

2000 

2100 

200 

300 

200 

150 

No. of Spaces 

204 

6 

6 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Total Sq. Ft. 

53,040 ^ 

3600 

6000 [ 

5250 

1 

T 

600 M 

500 

500 |\1 

600 

4000 l[ 

4200 

400 , ^ 

300 P 

a 

400 ^ Y 

150 c 

79,540 



Space 

Maintenance Storage 

Housekeeping Office 

Housekeeping Storage 

Mail Delivery 

Main Lobby 

Game Room 

Commercial Spaces 

Dining Hall 

Kitchen 

No. of Users 

1-3 

1-2 

1-2 

1 

? 

1-60 

? 

14-100 

10-20 

Sq. Ft. 

400 

150 

200 

100 

8000 

4000 

4000 

6000 

3000 

No 

X r 

. of Spaces 

1-2 

Total from page 

value 1.3 = 

Total Sq. 

400 

150 

200 

100 

8000 

4000 

8000 

6000 

3000 

1: 79,540 

109,390 

142,000 

Ft. 

net square footage 
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Conclusion: 
This project, programmed as a residence hall for Texas Tech ^ 

University, grew in and diminished in size and scope during the 15 

weeks of design. The site chosen brought with it many concerns about 

the future of the campus as the project almost transformed itself into a 

campus/urban design and planning exercise. I was just beginning to 

grasp the size of such a project at the first preliminary, where an attempt 

to satisfy the meager program requirements while deciding how the site 

could be redefined ended in dismal failure; two massive fortresses that 

did not break the dormitory paradigm. 11 

From this point I began to explore the possible relationships of 

buildings, and the possibility of a complex of pavilion housing, rather 

than limiting myself to the massive forms that exist currently on campus. | 

I explored this theme to it's extreme, eventually decreasing the student c 

population density enough so as not to justify the construction. At some o , 

point in this process, I began to limit the site to express my thesis and „ i 

to describe what I wanted, through plan and form, to create community. 

At the second preliminary this work was schematic and not well 

defined. 
u 

As the deadline approached, I narrowed my thinking and position 

still further, concentrating on my "gem" that occupied a fraction of the M 

site, but that would set an example or tone by which the rest could then ' 

be planned. Eventually, mid-rise residence hall and clusters of pavilion " 

housing in conjunction with each other proved the best solution. n 

0 



I am happy with my exploration of this project. I broke the para

digm of typical housing, though it took some time, experimented to the N 

extreme with pavilion housing, then circled again to combine both for a 

successful design. I wish that I could have broken the "mid-rise hous

ing" paradigm sooner, so that I could have explored the possibilities of 

the micro-environment of the individual student rather than being forced 

by time to design the larger macro-environment, and then stop. 
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