Sources, of
Information
and Services
of the
U.S. .Geological

Survey

The U.S. Geological Survey was established by an act of Congress on March 3, 1879.
This act provided for "classification of the public lands and the examination of the geologic
structure, mineral resources, and products of
the national domain." An act of September 5,
1962, expanded this authorization to . extend
such examinations beyond the national domain.
Topographic mapping and chemical and
physical rbsearch were recognized as an essential part of thEf'< investigations and specific provision was made for them by Congress in an
act of October 2, 1888. Provisi'on was made in
1894 for gaging the streams and determining
the water supply of the United States. Authorizations for publication, sale, and distribution
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of material prepared by the Geological Survey
were contained in .several later statutes . .
The broad objectives of the Geological
.
Survey are:
1. to perform surveys, investigations,
and research covering topography,
geology, and the mineral and water
resources of the United States;

2. to classify land as to its mineral
character and water and power resources;
3. to enforce departmental regulations applicable to oil, gas, and other
mining leases, permits, licenses, development contracts, and gas storage
contracts; and
4. to publish and disseminate data
resulting from the foregoing activities.
The results and findings of the scientific
and technical work conducted by the Geological Survey are disseminated through a wide
range of services and sources of information,
including:
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Scientific and Technical Publications
Comprehensive scientific and technical
information is published in the Survey's professional papers, bulletins, water-supply
papers, circulars, and some miscellaneous
reports. These may be reviewed at many libraries or they may be purchased from the
Survey offices listed under Public Inquiries
Offices or from:
Branch of Distribution
U.S. Geological Survey
1200 South Eads Street
Arlington, Virgina 22202
Circulars are distributed without charge.
Periodicals such as the Journal of Research
and the Earthquake Information Bulletin can
be obtained only from the Superintendent of
Documents, Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402.
Two permanent catalogs, "Publications
of the Geological Survey, 1879-1961" and "Publications of the Geological Survey, 1962-1970,"
are supplemented by annual compilations of
new Survey book reports and maps. These
may be reviewed at most public libraries.
"New Publications of the Geological Survey,"
a monthly announcement, is available with-

out charge. For subscription information write
to:

U.S. Geological Survey
329 National Center
Reston, Virginia 22092

Popular Publications
A wide variety of informative booklets,
leaflets, and folders are prepared by the Survey to provide the general public and other
interested audiences with basic knowledge
about the earth sciences including conservation, geology, water resources, and topographic
mapping. Descriptions of the Survey's programs
and activities are also provided in these publications. Review copies and a catalog of Popular
Publications are free on application to:
Branch of Visual Services
U.S. Geological Survey
303 National Center
Reston, Virginia 22092

Maps, Charts, Geodetic Control, Aerial
and Space Imagery, and Related Cartographic Data
The National Cartographic Information
Center (NCIC) provides information about and
access to cartographic data generated by Federal, State, and local governmental bodies
and by private sources. NCIC does not hold
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this data but functions as a link between the
user and the desired material. Requests for
information may be submitted to:
National Cartographic Information
Center
U.S. Geological Survey
507 National Center
Reston, Virginia 22092
Records of aerial photographic coverage
of the United States and outlying areas and
of space imagery are maintained at the EROS
Data Center in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The
Earth Resources Observation Systems (EROS}
Program gathers and uses remotely sensed
data, collected by satellite and aircraft, of
natural and man-made features on the Earth's
surface. The photography and imagery of the
Earth are acquired as part of this program
by the Geological Survey, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Bureau of Land Management, and
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA}. Reference files, consisting of
microfilms of available data, primarily from
LANDSAT I and II, formerly known as Earth
Resources Technology Satellite (ERTS}, may be
viewed at 20 locations across the United States,
and purchases of such data may be made from:
EROS Data Center
U.S. Geological Survey
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57198
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The booklet 11 EROS Data Center" containing a description of the products and services
of the center is available free on application
to the above office or to the Branch of Visual
Services.

Flood Information
Maps showing the approximate boundaries of flood-prone areas throughout most of
the United States have been prepared by the
Geological Survey and are free upon request.
These maps, which outline areas subject to
flooding, are becoming increasingly important
to public agencies and private citizens concerned with future land development. For information regarding the availability of maps
for yol!r area, contact:

Chief Hydrologist
U.S. Geological Survey
420 National Center
Reston, Virginia 22092
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Photographs and Transparencies
The Geological Survey Regional Center
in Denver, Colorado, contains a photographic
library of more than 140,000 prints of geologic
and historical importance, including about
8,000 transparencies. These photographs are
indexed by geologic subject and geographic
location. The photographic library may be used
by the public, as well as by the personnel of
other Government agencies. The folder 11 Geological Survey Photographic Library" provides
information about the availability and purchase
of prints from the library collection. Copies of
photographic materials are available at cost
from:
Photographic Library
U.S. Geological Survey
Federal Center, Building 25
Denver, Colorado 80225

Motion Picture Films
Sound-color 16mm motion picture films
dealing with geology, topographic mapping,
and water resources may be borrowed by
schools and colleges, by professional and civic
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organizations, and by other interested groups.
A catalog describing the films 11 Motion Picture Film Services" and information on the
educational loan or purchase of the films are
available on request to the Branch of Visual
Services.

Technical Exhibits
More than 200 exhibit panels are available on loan from the Geological Survey for
professional meetings, technical conventions,
and similar gatherings. The panels illustrate
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recent work in conservation, geology, hydrology,
and topography and may be obtained with
structural supports and lighting for free-standing display. For information about exhibits
write, according to geographic location, to:
Branch of Exhibits
U.S. Geological Survey
301 National Center
Reston, Virginia 22092
Branch of Exhibits
U.S. Geological Survey
Federal Center, Building 25
Denver, Colorado 80225
Branch of Exhibits
U.S. Geological Survey
345 Middlefield Road
Menlo Park, California 94025

Library Services
The main library, located on the fourth
floor of the John Wesley Powell Federal Building, U.S. Geological Survey, National Center,
Reston, Virginia, contains more than 400,000
bound volumes, 26,000 periodicals, and a collection of approximately 100,000 topographic
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and geologic maps. The folder "United States
Geological Survey Library" describes the
library's collections and activities. The Survey
also maintains large branch libraries in Building 25, Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225
and at 345 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park,
California 94025. Another branch library, at
the Survey's Center of Astrogeology in Flagstaff, Arizona, supports highly specialized research on the geology of the Moon and the
planets. The EROS Library at the EROS Data
Center, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, maintains
a collection devoted to the technology and
applications of remote sensing of earth resources. Reference rooms in all libraries are
open to the public.

News Media Services
Press and feature releases and related
visual materials pertaining to Survey activities
and programs are prepared by the Survey's Information Office for the use of the news media.
These materials may be obtained from:
Information Office
U.S. Geological Survey
119 National Center
Reston, Virginia 22092
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Distribution Services
Maps are sold over the counter and by
mail from three main distribution centers.
Maps of areas east of the Mississippi River,
including Minnesota, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands, are distributed from:
Branch of Distribution
U.S. Geological Survey
1200 South Eads Street
Arlington, Virginia 22202
Maps of areas west of the Mississippi, including Alaska, Hawaii, Louisiana, Guam, and
American Samoa, are distributed from:

Branch of Distribution
U.S. Geological Survey
Federal Center
Denver, Colorado 80225

Maps of Alaska may be ordered directly from:

12

Branch of Distribution
U.S. Geological Survey
310 First Avenue
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Single copies of Popular Publications can
also be ordered from the distribution offices
listed above. Bulk quantities can be ordered
from the Arlington Branch of Distribution only.
A booklet "Publication Activities of the U.S.
Geological Survey" provides detailed descriptions
of the Survey's publications-maps, charts, and
reports-and further describes the Survey's
distribution activities.

Public Inquiries
To provide convenient contact points for
the public, the Survey has established nine
Public Inquiries Offices across the country.
Each office has a library of Survey publications
and is a depository for selected open-file reports pertaining to the area which it serves.
These offices sell maps over the counter and
(except for the Reston office) act as agents of
the Superintendent of Documents, selling Survey
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booK reports over the counter and by mail.
The· offices are located in:

Alaska
108 Skyline Building
508 Second Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

California
7638 Federal Building
300 North Los Angeles Street
Los Angeles, California 90012
504 Custom House
555 Battery Street
San Francisco, California 94111

Colorado
1012 Federal Building
1961 Stout Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

District of Columbia
1028 General Services Building
19th and F Streets NW.
Washington, D.C. 20244

Texas
1C45 Federal Building
1100 Commerce Street
Dallas, Texas 75202

Utah
8102 Federal Building
125 South State Street
Salt Lake City, Utah 84138

Virginia
302 National Center
Reston, Virginia 22092

Washington
678 U.S. Court House
West 920 Riverside Avenue
Spokane, Washington 99201
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The scientists, engineers, and technicians
of the U.S. Geological Survey perform fundamental and applied research in the earth
sciences and develop the new tools and techniques needed for this research. General information about the results of their research
and investigations and other Survey programs
and activities not described in this publication
can be obtained from:
Office of the Director
U.S. Geological Survey
101 National Center
Reston, Virginia 22092
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