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I. Philosophy 



PHILOSOPHY David Bell, a sociologist from Harvard 
University, theorized In a speech given at the 
AIA Vision 2000 Conference that we are 
currently in the 3rd technological revolution. Dr. 
Bell suggest that this revolution will bring 
about "wholesale change" of our values, 
morals, and ideas. He compares the change 
to that of the Industrial Revolution which 
shaped the world in the 1800's.^ 

The Technological Revolution that Dr. 
Bell speaks of has also been called the "Age 
of Information". Out of the human quest for 
knowledge a complex system of data 
acquisition has been established. An endless 
supply of cold, hard data has become 
available to even the simplest layman. Inherent 
in this process is a desire for efficiency, a 
condition which has manifest itself in the 
quantitative base of which buildings are 
designed. Reliance on these idealized 
standards has created a cold and unforgiving 
architecture, an architecture which responds 
with surgical-like efficiency. 

Human interaction in the "Information 
Age" has left man driven to the edge, 
desperately hanging onto what few ideas of 
aesthetics and form he may have left. 
Indifference prevails and mankind suffers. Tom 
Wolfe best summarized this cold approach to 
human interaction in the built environment. 
"Each new glass highrise is an accumulation 
of technological efficiency, a product of 
information. Each seven-foot-ten-inch high floor 
with marble floors, acoustical ceilings, and 
reflective glass represents ultimate efficiency, 
a clear and defined use of materials, a cold 
space without the allure of mystery or 
wonder. Each employee is then expected, 
without protest, to occupy this marvel of 
order. The mission of the employee is then to 


