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ABSTRACT 

SCOPE 
The facility will be a church for the Church of Christ. It 

will be designed to meet the needs of three smaller churches in 
the Lubbock community who plan to consolidate there 
congregations. In essence, this facility will centralize Lubbock's 
east side Church of Christ members. 

The expected number of occupants during morning 
worship service is 750 members. During Sunday school, class 
attendance is estimated to be 400 students. In addition the 
church holds musical concerts and doctrinal seminars during the 
summer months. These activities will be held outdoors when 
weather permits. The estimated occupancy load for these 
events range from 200 to 1000 people. 

CONTEXT 
The site, located on Lubbock's east side, occupies an 

entire block bound by 19th Street, Santa Fe Railroad, 20th 
Street and Birch Avenue, The surrounding environment is 
inundated with manufacturing buildings, railroads, and low 
income tenements, Crime rates are high and the education level 
ofthe inhabitant is lower than the average middle class 
neighborhood. 

The neighborhood also has some positive attributes that 
help to stabilize the community. It has its own modest parks and 
quiet culture that seems isolated it from the rest of Lubbock. 
Despite adverse circumstances the neighborhood is close knit 
unlike many of our more affluent and educated communities, It 
is a part of Lubbock that is interested in self-improvement. 
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THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

(I)In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled 
the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six 
wings; with two they covered there face, and with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they did fly. And the posts 
ofthe door moved at the voice of him who cried, and the 
house was filled with smoke. 

(2)Then said I, "Woe is me! For I am undone, 
because I am a man ofunc1ean lips; for mine eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts". 

(3)Then one of the seraphims flew unto me, having a 
hot coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from 
off the altar, And he laid it upon my mouth, and said "Lo, 
this hath touched thy lips, and thine iniquity is taken away, 
an they sin purged". (4)Also I heard the voice ofthe Lord, 
saying "whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then 
said I, Here am I; send me. 

The 'Temple Experience' is described in the Bible in 
the book ofIsaiah 6: 1-8. It outlines the sequence of 
experiences that occur when one is exposed to the lord and 
all his glory. In Isaiah's vision he (l)becomes aware of 
God's presence and might. This experience causes a 
reaction which is conveyed by a (2)deep sense of 
conviction. The conviction or guilt is then amended by the 
(3)purging of sin.( conversion) Finally due to these 
experiences (4 )Mans belief in God is confirmed and 
dedicated to service. 

BACKGROUND 

The church consists, not of the building but of the 
people who have accepted the gift of salvation by 
surrendering to the gospel of Christ (Acts 2:47) and being 
baptized (Mark 16: 16) for the remission 0 f sin. (Acts 2: 38) 
The church is also part of God's plan which is for all 
mankind to come to repentance and be saved. (John 3:17) 
Through the Church, people are exposed to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and hearing the gospel of Christ leads to belief. 
... "How shall they believe in whom they have not 
heard" ... (Romans 10:14) 

Belief is a condition of the mind (our proverbial 
heart) and our beliefs are molded by our experiences. Our 
five senses receive experiences and our brain interprets 
them. Therefore, architecture, in regards to the church 
should be an established program of experiences specific to 
the topic of "belief in Jesus Christ" 

MISSION 

The mission of the church is to aid in modifYing belief and 
behavior by providing an environment that is conducive to 
teaching God's principles and to establish a series of 
experiences specific to the doctrine of Christ 
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THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

THEORY 

Humans are similar in so many ways that our differences 
pale in comparison. We all have innate abilities that allow us to 
survive life. We all eat, sleep, walk upright, tell stories, mimic 
others, reason, etc. Our physical forms of expression are similar 
as well. We smile when we are happy, frown when we are sad, 
and grimace when we are angry. 

So what makes one culture different from another? Why 
don't we all believe the same things? Our brains have been 
equipped with the same innate abilities. So why can't we all be 
of one mind? 

Because we are able to reason, we are also able to form 
different conclusions to similar problems. Of course that is only 
half the solution. Mankind also has an innate need to express 
their conclusion with other people. Hence, through the 
expression of these conclusions mankind expresses values and 
beliefs. 

What mankind values and how he expresses it is what 
makes up our culture. Our culture communicates what it 
believes through the skills, art, architecture, language, and, etc. 
that are utilized during a range of time. 

The expression ofthe cultural beliefs of a region 
perpetuates itself forming traditions. From our architectural 
traditions we identify different forms, colors, functions, lighting, 
and textures that symbolize different values. 

In a sense, architecture can communicate like a facial 
expression. Facial expressions emphasize the meaning of what 
that person is trying to communicate. Architecture can also, 
through symbolism, emphasize a point or communicate a value. 
Symbolism placed in a specific order or hierarchy communicates 
a succinct pattern of values that is recognizable to the culture of 
the region. Through symbolism and hierarchy in architectural 
pvnrpc:c:;()n mllnkincl ~lIn ~p.nrl Ii clear message to his fellow man. 
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The difference between architectural expression and 
facial expression is that architecture can do much more because 
we are more involved with it. Chances are that it is in a building 
that we are born, make love and die; that we work and play and 
learn and teach and worship; that we think and make things; that 
we sell and buy and organize; negotiate affairs of state, try 
criminals, invent things, and care for others. Most people wake 
up in a building in the morning and go to another building or 
series of buildings to pass the day and return to a building to 
sleep at night. The average man spends the majority of his time 
using buildings. Architecture is so entwined with our everyday 
life; is it not reasonable that mankind's built environment has 
some persuasive affect of what we believe? 

Architecture organizes space with respect to man in his 
entirety, that is, with respect to all the physical or mental 
activities of which he is capable. Every symbol for a concept, 
an object, an attribute, or an action can be translated into 
meaning . Therefore because architecture addresses man both 
physically and mentally through the language of symbolism 
architecture can communicate not only human emotions but 
beliefs as well. 

If humans can communicate their beliefs than they can 
convince other humans to believe. In a church, beliefs are 
primarily expressed by its members through their culture. 
Through hierarchy and symbolism the church building can 
reflect that culture, therefore, emphasizing their beliefs and 
influencing mankind. 

--... -~- _._--_ .. _---------------
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THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

HIERARCHY 

Hierarchy is an ordering tool that allows us to organize a 
system of experiences based on their importance. Just as a 
story has an introduction a middle and an end; main characters 
and sub-characters; background and foreground, so too does 
architecture. As a person moves through a space he is subject 
to different visual ques. The order or placement of these ques 
expresses the meaning of their importance in the story. 

In the Church of Christ worship services are centered 
around salvation through belief and baptism. Salvation is 
surrounded by five functions of worship. The five functions 
are: preaching the gospeL communion, prayer, singing, and 
giving. All of these basic functions are equally important but 
not equal experiences. 

Belief in Jesus Christ as the son of God is first in the 
hierarchy of experiences after which baptism is performed for 
the remission of sin. Only by hearing the doctrine of Jesus Christ 
can one believe. If a person has never heard of Christ how can 
he believe. 

Baptism follows the revelation of belief. It is the second 
step toward salvation. The act of being submerged in water as 
an act of faith for the remission of sin might be metaphorically 
viewed as the doorway into the congregation. After baptism 
the person is added to the body of Christ (the Church). 

Those persons, who are in the Church, worshipJheir 
lord and savior Jesus Christ. They edify each other and 
evangelize (persuade) the rest of the world through the five 
functions of worship mentioned above. 

Preaching the Gospel of Christ is essential for belief 
which I have deciphered as being first in the hierarchy of 
experiences. Of the five functions preaching is the only function 
that is designed to edify the congregation and persuade those 
that are not in the church. Preaching may be seen as the bridge 
between the non believer and the believer. All of the other 

functions in the worship service are only important to the 
believers by edifying their faith . 
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By addressing these different experiences and 
determining their importance to different types of people than 
we can design a church building that aids in telling a story. For 
example I used the metaphor of a bridge and a door. The non
believer enters the church and hears the message given by the 
preacher. The non believer learns how he can bridge (through 
belief) the gap that he may be feeling in his life. Now he learns 
that only ifhe goes through the door (baptism) at the end of the 
bridge can he be accepted into the Church of Christ. 

These steps to Christianity can be expressed in 
Architecture by organizing a system of experiences. When a 
person enters a circular room with an object in the center it 
becomes obvious that object must be of some importance. When 
a person enters a church what is most important should also 
become clear. 

1970 

The placement of dash boards gauges responded to beliefs that fuel economy \I as 
more important than speed. In lhe design of buildings architects make the same 
kind of value judgment. In a church sah'alion is most important and therefore 
should be the focal point of the architecture. 
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ISSUES: HIERARCHY 

GOAL: The goal of hierarchy in the church facility is to focus the attention of church members, to outline the importance of 
different functions in the worship service, and to aid in way finding. 

PR 2: The interior scale should create a hierarchy 
of zones that focuses the congregation on baptism 
and the preaching of God's word through the 
sequence and arran2ement of spaces. 

PR 1: The exterior scale of the building should be 
monumental, 7 to 10 times human scale, displaying a 
solid base and a lofty pinnacle representing the 
church's monotheistic belief in one God controlling 
masses of people. 

aptism 

reaching 

Nave -----

Auxiliary Functions 
ie. fellowshjp haJls 

Narthex, offices etc. 

DIAGRAM 1 

DIAGRAM 2 
Preaching I Baptism 

Level 4 Baptism 
Level 3 Preaching 
Level 2 Nave 
Levell Auxiliary Function 
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Based upon your past experiences what Christian denomination does this picture 
represent? 
Do certain functions (indicated by its arrangement offorniture and focal elements), 
forms, colors, textures, and lighting communicate their beliefs? 
Notice that no literal symbols exist but you can still make an educated assumption of 
what the church denomination is and what it believes based on its architectural 
symbolism. 

Denomination: Episcopal Belief Jesus Christ 

SYMBOLISM 

Frank Lloyd Wright once said, "A building should be 
like a tree not look like a tree." 

Architecture should not be the literal image but should 
conjure up images in our mind. Architecture does that through 
symbolism. It is through symbolism that we relate past thought 
and experiences. It acts as a mnemonic device that triggers 
emotions, images, facts , ect. Symbolism is how architecture 
communicates . 

In a church man can not literally represent such 
mysteries as faith. Faith is the substance of things hoped for; 
the evidence of things unseen. So man created symbols that 
represents the idea of faith. In some cultures the ram is 
considered a symbol of faith because God substituted a ram for 
Isaac due to Abraham's great faith. 

How might this fact translate into architecture? The 
architect may use the shape of a rams horn as the form of the 
building. He might choose to play upon the power of the ram 
and the power of faith by designing a monumental form that 
express that feeling of power. 

The important thing to remember is that the architect has 
chosen to communicate an idea or a feeling through the medium 
of architecture. His medium includes such devices as color, 
form, function, lighting , texture, and ect. The challenge is how 
to make the medium communicate the message using these 
devices. 

Architecture can only speak clearly by using symbolism 
as a mnemonic device to make associations and express 
mearung. The clearer the message the more persuasi e it will 
be. 
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ISSUE: SYMBOLISM 

GOAL: The goal of symbolism in the church is to express the beliefs of the Church of Christ . 

PR1: The building's purpose should be expressed 
though symbolism in the facade. 

PR 2: The floor plan should be organized to express the 
important aspects of Church of Christ doctrine. 

DIAGRAM ShOHJS the arrangement of seating 
around the baptismal pool. Emphasizing its 
importance in Church of Christ doctrine. 

• SEATING 

• BAPTISM 

CIRCULATION 

10 
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LIGHT 

Light effects every human in an emotional way. It can 
make us feel warm or cool,; exited or calm: active or passive. 
The type of light, natural or artificial also has an affect on us. A 
space lighted with natural light causes people to become more 
outwardly contemplative, while a room of strictly artificial light 
makes people feel isolated. Therefore, how a space is lighted is 
very important in creating the specific mood or ambiance. 

In the Church certain spaces require different moods. In 
the assembly hall people should be isolated and focused on the 
message. Any contemplation should be inward. While in such 
spaces as the fellowship hall, where activity, conversation and 
the like are encouraged, outward contemplation is desired. 

Lighting can also emphasize key points of symbolic and 
practical interest. The type, intensity, and focus of light create 
lighting schemes that distinguishes hierarchy by allowing some 
elements ofthe architecture to recede and others to advance. An 
example of a scheme may be to situate an oculous above the 
pulpit so that on a sunny day at noon the pulpit would be bathed 
in natural light pinpointing the focus of the congregation .. As a 
result the scheme can symbolize the divine authority of the 
message that the minister delivers. 

In this way lighting can clarify the hierarchy of a space 
and its functions as well as express meaning by the way it makes 
us feel. Lighting can persuade our emotions and is essential in 
creating the mood of a space. 
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ISSUE: LIGHTING 

GOAL: The lighting of the interior and exterior spaces should 
compliment and enhance the symbolism and hierarchy 
of each activity. Baptistery 

PRI Daylighting should account 
for 80% of the illumination of 
the baptistery and 70% of the 
pulpit while the nave remains 
darker by only obtaining 20% 
of it's illumination from natural 
light. All auxiliary space should 
take full advantage of daylight 
were applicable. 

PR 2 All artificial lighting should 
provide 20-30 ft. candles of 
illumination for all areas of the 
building. Accent and task lighting 
should be reserved for the 
baptistery and points of symbolic 
and/or practical interest. 
D1uminance should range between 
50 and 100 foot-candles for all 
accent or task lighting. 

Pulpit 

Narthex Nave 

(max.) 20% 70% 
DIAGRAM OF PR 1 Shows the hierarchy oflight intensities based 

on the hierarchy of activities. 

- .... '1----

'\ 

: 
&= 1 I, = 

DIAGRAM OF PR2 Shows how points 
ofsymbolic interest can be emphasized by 
contrasting different light values and 
intensities. 
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COLOR REPRESENTS UALITIES AFFECTS 

DARK DEPTH OF FEELING CONCENTRIC TRANQUILLITY 
BLUE PASSIVE CONTENTMENT 

INCORPORATE TENDERNESS 
HETERONOMOUS LOVE AND AFFECTION 
SENSITIVE PERCEPTIVE 
UNIFYING 

ELASTICITY OF WILL CONCENTRIC PERSISTENCE 
PASSIVE SELF-ASSERTION 
DEFENSIVE OBSTINACY 
AUTONOMOUS SELF ESTEEM 
RETENTIVE 
POSSESSIVE 
IMMUTABLE 

ORANGE FORCE OF WILL ECCENTRIC DESIRE 
RED ACTIVE EXCITABILITY 

AGGRESSIVE DOMINATION 
AUTONOMOUS SEXUALITY 
LOCOMOTOR COMPETITIVE 

OPERATIVE 

BRIGHT SPONTANEITY ECCENTRIC V ARlABILITY 
YELLOW ACTIVE EXPECTANCY 

PROJECTIVE ORIGINALITY 
HETERONOMOUS EXHlLARATION 
EXPANSIVE 
ASPIRING 
INVESTIGATIVE 

DIAGRAM shows what each basic color 
represents to people the qualities that they are 
associated with and their psychological affects_ 
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COLOR 

God made man with eyes that can distinguish colors. 
Therefore it is safe to assume that we are in some way affected 
by the different colors we see. So, when our eyes see a color, 
what affect does it have on the rest of our body? 

According to Luscher, "Color is the life blood and 
essential part of the psychic makeup of an individual". Like 
light, color also affects our emotions. Colors, defines the mood 
of a space and to some extent controls how a person will react 
in a space. 

Through experimentation Lusher discovered that colors 
not only effect us emotionally but also physically. People who 
were prone to erratic behavior were placed in a room 
illuminated with blue light. The result was a drop in the 
frequency of erratic behavior. The subjects heart rate and blood 
pressure also was reduced. Conversely when the subject was 
placed in a red room the opposite affect occurred. 

So, here we can see that specific colors can produce 
specific physical and psychological effects. (Refer to diagram) 
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ISSUE: COLOR 

GOAL: To symbolize characteristics of Christian doctorin and belief. 

PICTURE: Shows Chnsllooking toward heaven. It IS a 
symbol o/where all Christians/ailh should be 
focused 

PR 1.1 The doctrine of Christ and the 
Characteristics of Christian living hall be 
symbolized through the medium of tained gla 

PR 2.1 Color will contribute to hierar'chy by 
di tinguishing paths and area of activity. 1 ____________________________ __ 

DIAGRAM : Repr nt 
different areas of activit} 
and circulation. 

Congregation acti\'e 

ongregation tatlc 

Preaching 

Baptism 

"Form is something for the brain to appreciate ........ Color i more like religion. It i the life blood and e. sential part of th 
..... co.,,...h;,... rno .... o .. n nf I:I n ln~iv!~'Jal." 
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Case study [om: WHERE THE STREETS HAVE NO NAME, 
Architectural Record 711 994 page 72 . 

l..... r. \ , , 

. .. 

FLOOR PLAN 

-INTERIOR OF CHAPEL 

CASE STUDY 

PROJECT: Managua Cathedral 
LOCATION :Managua 
ARCIDTECT: Ricardo Legorreta 
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The Managua Cathedral is an exellent example of 
expression through hierarchy and symbolism. By simply 
viewing the facade a person knows that it is a place for 
worshiping Christ. They get a sense of what areas inside of the 
building are most important by the varing roofheights. Interior 
lighting schemes and colors emphasize the purpose of the 
architecture. Finally the floor plan is arranged according to the 
order of worship of this particular church's doctrine. 



THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Hale, Jonathan The Old Way of Seeing, Boston Mass.: Houghton 
Miming Co., 1994. 

Preziosi, Donald Semiotics of the Built Environment. Indiana: 
Indiana University Press, 1979. 

16 

Nuttgens, Patrick The Story of Architecture. Phaidon Press Limited, 
1983. 

Public Broadcasting Service, The Human Universe. Television program 
aired 2/20/96 8:00pm central. 

Public Broadcasting Service, Social Behavior. Television program aired 
2/21/96 8 :OOpm central 

Clausen, Meridith, L. Spiritual Space the Religoius Architecture of 
Pietro Belluschi. Washington: Washington Press Seattle and 
London, 1992. 

Hesselgren, Sven. Mans' Perception of Man Made Em·ironment. Penn: 
Dowden, Hutchinson & Ross, Inc. 1975. 

Bruggink, Donald, 1. & Droppers, Carl, H. Christ and Architecture. 
Grand Rapids Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
1946. 



THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

4 4 4 4 4 =~~==::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=========:==== 4 4 4 4 4 

FACILITY 

---



THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

FACILITY ANALYSIS 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Church is to aid in modifying belief 
and behavior patterns by providing an environment that is 
conducive to teaching God's principles and by establishing a 
series of experiences that will persuade individuals to believe in 
the doctrine of Christ. 

GOALS AND OBJECTNES 

People are most easily persuaded when they are 
comfortable in their surroundings. Therefore the church facility 
should be a warm and welcoming place to the user. It should 
also be a place that conveys a meaning or expresses the 
convictions of the rest ofthe congregation. 

The goal of the facility is then to create an environment 
in which a person can understand those convictions and believe 
as the rest of the congregation does. 

To do that, the elements of its architecture should act as 
mnemonic devices, triggering images and thoughts that express 
the message of the Church of Christ. The images reveal 
themselves through symbols and the importance of these 
symbols is conveyed by how they are positioned in the 
architectural composition. Those symbols that are more 
important become central and others become auxiliary. The 
hierarchy ofthe composition structures the sequence of 
p.xnerience~ created throul!h symbols. 

18 

The objective of the facility is then to use architectural 
elements that have strong associations with Church doctrine, 
and place them in order according to their importance in the 
function of worship and salvation; creating a succinct expression 
of belief. Ultimately, by expression through the hierarchy of 
symbolism, a persuasive environment is created. 

FACILITY ORGANIZA nON AND LAYOUT. 

The layout of spaces should reflect the importance of 
each space in relation to the other. The worship service and the 
space in which it occurs would be most important in the Church 
of Christ since this is the primary reason for the churches 
existence. Traditionally the assembly hall or nave becomes the 
body of the building and centrally located symbolizing the 
importance of its members and the function of worship. Around 
this core function should exist all auxiliary functions. 

When the Church of Christ was asked to rate the 
importance ofthe activities in the church they placed more 
emphasis on auxiliary activities such as Teaching over 
fellowship. Fellowship over business and etc. But all members 
agreed that salvation is most important to their doctrine. 

Therefore, Baptism was agreed upon as needing to be 
central in the congregation. In this way, by placing more 
important functions plainly in view and allowing less important 
activities to recede into the background, a clear message of the 
Church's values and beliefs can be communicated. 
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THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

EVANGELISM (From the greek work euangelizo meaning 
to bring glad tidings) 

The Christian church is commanded by 
god to evangelize the world. 

And he said unto them, go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to all 
mankind. 

Mark 16: 15 

EDIFICATION (Build up the church) 

The Christian church must edify 
(build up) other members of Christ's 
church. 

... But speaking the truth in love, may grow 
up into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ: From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body 
unto the edifying of itself in love. 

Ephesians 4: 15-16 

BENEVOLENCE (Love and kindness toward others) 
,--"' •. ~ ... -.--

As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men, especially unto them 
who are of the household of faith 

Galatians 6: 1 0 
- -----~-".----------..... 

ACTIVITIES 

PREACHING 

BAPTIZING 

ASSEMBLING 

SINGING 

FELLOWSHIPPING 

PRAYING 

WEDDING 

COOKING 

EATING 

COMMUNION 

COLLECTION OF MONEY 

CHARITY 

COUNSELING 

19 
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-------- -IService t--

DIAGRAM OF SPACE RELATIONSHIPS 
Depicts spatial arrangements and adjacencies 

o I Baptistery I 

Business Office I 1 
1 
1 

I P~lpit I 

Primary 
Circulation 
Path 

I Fellowship I 

1 

1-----------------,------------------- -----
I I --
I 1 
1 1 "'" 
1 1 
I I 
I 1 

I 
' " 

r-------~, 

I Aas~embly Outdoor \ 
- I Amphitheater \ 

I \ 

I ' I \ 

1 ' I I 

1 ' 1 I 
1 I 
1 \ 
I 1 
1 I 

I I 1 

I Classrooms r-ul_mmum-i rfbyJ-u_------u_----- 1 Classrooms f uJ 
1 
I 
1 
I 
1 
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ASSEMBLY HALL 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Preaching 2. Singing 

3. Communion 4. Collection of money 

5. Praying 6. Baptism 

7. Wedding 

~----~I -- ~I----~ 

1,2,5 

3,4,5,7 

I 

2,5 2,5 
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SPACE ANALYSIS 

PREACHING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

A place for the teaching of God's Word. 

Space for the seating of the senior 
minister, two associate ministers, a song 
leader, scripture reader, and for 
the person who delivers the prayer shall 
be provided. (Approx. 200 sq. ft.) 

Elevated floor space should be provided 
to give the congregation a clear view of 
the speaker from all seats. 

The floor should be elevated to allow the 
ministers voice the maximum projection 
without the assistance from mechanical 
amplification. Reverberation times should 
not exceed 1 second. 

Task lighting over the pulpit for the 
purpose of reading should be pro ·ded. 
As well as general lighting that 
emphasizes the area surrounding the 
pulpit. Illuminance should be between SO-
100 Foot-candles for task lighting and 
between 20-30 foot-candles for general 
lighting. 

ACTNE 



THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

SPACE ANAL YSIS (ASSEMBLY HALL) 

SINGING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

Praising god with song from choir and 
congregation 

Space shall be provided for 750 member 
congregation and a 75 person choir to 
sing standing and/or sitting comfortably 
while holding a hymna1. (Approx. 10 sq. 
ft. per person =7500 congregation, 750 
choir 10ft. 

Congregation should have full view of 
ministers elders and deacons. The choir 
10ft should not be the focal point of the 
space and should only be viewed from the 
vantage point of the pulpit. 

The choir should be elevated above the 
congregation allowing maximum 
projection. Reverberation times should 
exceed 1 second. 

General lighting for the reading of lyrics 
in a hymna1. (10-20 foot-candles.) 
congregation and choir. 

PASSIVE 

COMMUNION 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

A sacrament involving the eating of 
unlearn bread that represents Christ's 
body and the drinking of the cup which 
symbolizes the Chris's blood. 

A space shall be provided for the blessing 
of the cup and the bread by one man and 
the serving ofthe Lord's supper by 12 
other men. Space for an altar 
approximately 6 ft long by 3 ft wide 
should also be accommodated. 

The congregation should have full view 
ofthe communion blessing and serving 
functions. The altar should not over 
shadow the importance ofthe baptismal 
poo1. 

The space should be conducive to speech 
so that all members of the 
congregation can here the prayers for the 
partaking of communion. Reverberation 
time should not exceed 1 second. 

General lighting for the reading of 
scripture from the bible should be 
between (20-30 foot-candles). The altar 
should also be emphasized with light 
levels between (50 -100) foot-candles. 

UNIFYING 



THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

SPACE ANALYSIS (ASSEMBLY HALL) 

COLLECTION OF MONEY 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

Weekly collection of money from the 
congregation for the advancement of 
God's kingdom. 

A space shall be provided for the 
blessing of the money offering by one 
man and the collecting of money by 12 
other men. Space for and altar 
approximately 6 ft long by 3 ft wide 
should be accommodated by the space. 

The congregation should have full view 
of the offering blessing and collection of 
money. The altar should not over 
shadow the importance of the baptismal 
pool. 

The space should be conducive to speech 
so that all members ofthe congregation 
can here the prayers for the offering. 
Reverberation time should not exceed 1 
second. 

General lighting for the reading of 
scripture from the bible should be 
between (20-30 foot-candles). The altar 
should also be emphasized with light 
levels between (50-100) foot-candles. 

UNIFYING 

PRAYING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

23 

Petitioning God. 

All people in the congregation pray and 
should be generally accommodated 
within the assembly hall. Semi-private 
prayer comers should also be provided 
for two persons to pray together before or 
after worship services. Prayer comers 
shall be a min. of 30 sq. ft. 

Members of the congregation should 
have full view of prayers given by 
persons in the pUlpit area and in the 
baptismal area and the alter. Users of 
prayer comers should only be partially 
visible by the rest of the assembly. 

The space should be conducive to speech 
so that all members ofthe 
congregation can here the prayers from 
the pulpit, altar and baptismal pool. 
Reverberation time should not exceed 1 
second. 

General lighting should be between 
(20-30 foot-candles) in the assembly and 
in the prayer comers 

UNIFYING 



THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

SPACE ANALYSIS (ASSEMBL Y HALL) 

BAPTISM 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

The full body emmersion of people in 
water for the remission of sins .. 

A space shall be provided for one person 
who is being baptized and one minister. 
Pool should be 4 ft. by 7 ft. by 4 ft. deep. 

The Baptismal pool should be the central 
focus of the congregation and should be 
visible by all members. 

The space should be conducive to speech 
so that all members of the congregation 
can here the person being baptized 
confess that Jesus Christ is the son of 
God. 

General lighting for the reading of 
scripture from the bible should be 
between (20-30 foot-candles). The 
baptismal pool should be emphasized 
with light levels that are between 
(70-1 00 foot-candles) 

ACTIVE 

WEDDING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

24 

A ceremony for the joining of man and 
woman for life in the presence of God. 

A space in front of the congregation shall 
be provided for the husband, wife, 
minister, groomsmen, brides maids. 
Guests shall view from the pews. A 
processional space for the bride should 
also be provided. The space for the 
wedding party should be a min. of 
250 sq. ft. 

Members of the congregation should 
have full view wedding party and all the 
functions of the ceremony. 

The space should be conducive to speech 
so that all members of the 
congregation can here vows of the couple 
and the speech of the ministers. 
Reverberation time should not exceed I 
second. 

General lighting should be between 
(20-30 foot-candles). Light levels for 
reading should be between 
(50-100 foot-candles). 

UNIFYING 

E 
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FELLOWSHIP HALL 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Cooking 2. Eating 

3. Singing 4. Acting 

5. Praying 6. Teaching 

D D 
c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J 
c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J 
c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J 
c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J 
c::J c::J c::J TABLES FOR 7~ c::J c::J 
c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J 
c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J 
c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J 
c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J c::J 

RES OOMS 

25 

SPACE ANALYSIS 

COOKING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

A space for the preparation of hot and 
cold food and beverages. 

Space should be provided for 9 cooks 
and all necessary equipment. ie. 
Convection ovens, gas grills, fryers, 
steamers hood vents, etc. As well as 
storage space for refiigerated food items 
and dry storage goods. (900 sq . ft.) 

The inner workings of the kitchen space 
should not be readily viewed by people in 
the general gathering area in the 
fellowship hall. 

Obtrusive noises from the kitchen area 
spaces should be minimized. 

The kitchen should have general task 
lighting levels of (40- 0 foot-candles) 

NEUTRAL 
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SPACE ANALYSIS (FELLOWSHIP HALL) 

EATING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

A space to sit and ingest foods 

Space for the seating of750 people at 
tables (12 sq. Ft. Per person.) 
9000 sq. Ft. 

People dining should have full view of the 
stage and kitchen 

Obtrusive noises from the fellowship hall 
to adjacent spaces should be minimized. 
(Max. dBA=20) 

20% of light shall be natural during the 
day. Artificial light levels should be 

between (50-80 Foot-candles) 

UNIFYING 

SINGING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

Praising God with song from 
congregation and from stage area. 

26 

Space should be provided for 750 people 
singing from the main floor of the 
fellowship hall. Space for 75 persons on 
the stage standing or sitting comfortably 
while holding scripts or hymns. (10 Sq. 
Ft. Per person on stage.) 

Persons on the floor ofthe Hall should 
have full view of the singers on the 
stage. 

Obtrusive noises from the fellowship hall 
to adjacent spaces should be minimized. 
(max. dBA=20) 

20% of light shall be natural lighting 
during the day. Artificial light levels 
should be between (50-80 Foot-candles) 

UNIFYING 
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SPACE ANALYSIS (FELLOWSHIP HALL) 

ACTING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

r()T.oR~ 

A space perform skits, plays, cantatas 
and the like. 

Space for 75 people in a choir to stand 
and space for a 15 person play with 
props and scenes should be 
accommodated (Approx. 1500 sq. Ft.). 
Also dressing rooms and storage area for 
all stage equipment should be 
provided. (Appro x. 150 sq.Ft. per 
dressing room, and 700 Sq.Ft. for storage 
area). 

People on the main floor ofthe 
fellowship hall should have full view of 
the stage. 

The Acoustic quality of the stage area 
should be such that it projects human 
speech without the use of mechanical 
amplification. Reverberation times 
should not exceed 1 second. Obtrusive 
noises from adjacent spaces should be 
minimized. (Max. dBA=20) 

20% of light shall be natural during the 
day. Artificial light levels should be 

between (50-80 Foot-candles) 

ArTTVF 

PRAYING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

27 

Petitioning God. 

Space should be provided for 750 people 
praying from the main floor of the 
fellowship hall. Pulpit space for one 
person administering the prayer should 
be provided. 

Persons on the floor of the Hall should 
have full view of the person 
administering the prayer. 

Obtrusive noises from and to the 
fellowship hall to adjacent spaces should 
be minimized. (max. dBA=20) 

20% of light shall be natural lighting 
during the day. Artificial light levels 
should be between (50-80 Foot-candles) 

UNIFYING 
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SPACE ANALYSIS (FELLOWSHIP HALL) 

TEACHING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

A space for giving lessons. 

Space should be provided for 750 people 
listening from the main floor of the 
fellowship hall. Pulpit space for one 
person teaching the congregation should 
be provided 

Persons on the floor of the Hall should 
have full view of the person 
giving the lesson. 

Obtrusive noises from and to the 
fellowship hall to adjacent spaces should 
be minimized. (max. dBA=20) 

20% of light shall be natural lighting 
during the day. Artificial light levels 
should be between (50-80 Foot-candles) 

UNIFYING 
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BUSINESS OFFICE 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Administration 

2. Recording 

3. Debating 

4. Counting money 

and writing checks 

CONFERENCE 

o 

DO D 
o 

000 I I I I 

OFFICE OFFICE 

TREASURY 

I I 
lJ 

I 
RECORDS 

I I 

~.~-~-~--~--------------~ 
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SPACE ANALYSIS 

ADM1NISTRA TION 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

Space for the management and direction 
of Church business. 

Office space should be provided for the 
Senior Minister and 2 Assistant ministers. 
In each office should be room enough to 
accommodate the minister and 6 other 
people along with all necessary 
furnishings. i.e. desk, filing cabinets. 
bookshelves, computer, chairs etc. 
(Approx. 250 sq. Ft per office) 

There should be no view into 
administration offices. Administration 
offices should have a view to the 
outside. 

Obtrusive noises from and to 
administration offices should be 
minimized (max. dBA=20) 

50% of illuminance shall be natural 
lighting during the day. Artificial 
Illuminance levels shall be between 
(50-1 00 Foot-candles). 

CONTEMPLATIVE 

•• , __ , ______ ~~ ________ d_ ______ ~=_ ________________________________________ ___ 
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SPACE ANALYSIS (BUSINESS OFFICE) 

RECORDING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING: 

COLORS: 

A space for the recording and storage of 
important information involving Church 
business. 

Office space for one secretary, a desk 
with a computer, filing cabinets, copy 
machine, and office supply cabinet. 
(Approx. 200 sq. Ft.) 

Records area should have view of all the 
ministers offices, treasury office, and 
conference room. Also the person 
secretary shall be full visible to persons 
approaching the business office. 

Obtrusive noises from the records area 
should be minimized (max. dBA=20) 

Natural light will account for 30% of 
illuminance during the day via skylights. 
Artificial illuminance levels shall be 
between (50-100 Foot-candles). 

CONTEMPLATIVE 

DEBATING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

30 

Space for the peaceable discussion of 
ideas and Church business among many 
people. 

Space should be provided for the 
Senior Minister and 2 Assistant ministers 
and 12 elders to discuss Church business. 
Also, space for furnishings such as a 
conference table, 15 chairs, audio and 
visual equipment should be provided. 

(Approx. 350 sq. Ft.) 

There should be no view into or out of 
conference room. Privacy is a priority. 

Obtrusive noises from and to 
conference room should be 
minimized (max. dBA=20) 

50% of illuminance shall be natural 
lighting during the day via skylights. 
Artificial Illuminance levels shall be 
between (50-100 Foot-candles). 

CONTEMPLATIVE 
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SPACE ANALYSIS (BUSINESS OFFICE) 

•• 

31 

COUNTING MONEY 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

Space for the counting of offering money 
issuing checks, paying bills, and general 
accounting. 

Space should be provided for 3 men to 
perform the duties of treasurer. Also, 
space should be provided for furnishings 
such as, a table, 3 chairs, a computer, a 
safe, cabinets for supplies, and a filing 
cabinets. (Approx. 200 sq. Ft.) 

The treasury office should be viewed by 
records. 

Obtrusive noises from and to 
treasury room should be 
minimized (max. dBA=20) 

Artificial Illuminance levels shall be 
between (50-100 Foot-candles). 

CONTEMPLATIVE 
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NARTHEX 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Greeting 

2. Nursing 

3. Buying 

4. Storing 

I 
NURSERY 

I I 
RES~OOMS 

.p ••• _ •• • ••• 

LOBBY . . ; 

----------_.-

BOOKSTORE COAT ROOM 

SPACE ANALYSIS 

GREETING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

I 
VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING: 

COLOR: 

32 

Lobby space for the greeting of fiiend 
and guests by the members of the 
Church. 

Space should be provide for 400 people 
to move freely about and mingle with 
people in the church. Space shall be 
provide for the Senior minister to stand 
and greet each individual as they leave. 
(Approx. 4,000 sq. Ft.) 

The space should be open enough to see 
people across the room. 

The lobby should be conduci e to speech 
(Reverberation time should not exceed 1 
second). Obtrusive noise should be 
minimized from lobby to adjacent 
spaces. (Max. dBA=20) . 

80% of illuminance shall be natural 
during the day. Artificial lighting level 
should be between ( 20-50 Foot-candle ). 

ACTIVE 



THE TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 

SPACE ANALYSIS (NARTHEX) 

NURSING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING: 

COLOR: 

Spaces for the sitting of infants and 
toddlers during the worship service. 

Separate spaces for 10 caregivers 20 
infants and 20 toddlers should be 
provided as well as a private room for 
breast feeding and private restrooms. 
Also space for all furnishings involved in 
the care of the children such as: 20 cribs, 
5 changing tables, a large toybox, 10 
rocking chairs, and etc. 
(Approx. 800 sq. Ft. ea.). 
The space should have a view of the 
assembly hall. 

Obtrusive noise from nursery should 
be minimized (dBA<lO). Caregivers 
should be able to hear worship service via 
public address system. 

Artificial lighting levels should be 
between ( 20-50 Foot-candles). 

ACTIVE 

BUYING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING: 

COLOR: 

33 

A space for the buying and selling of 
religious books, cassettes, CDs computer 
software, and etc. 

Space for a 2 clerks 10 customers and all 
merchandise. Also space for a small 
storage room shall be provided. 
(Approx. 400 sq. Ft.) 

People should be able to view 
merchandise from the lobby area. 

Noise from Lobby area should be abated. 
(Max. dBA=40) 

Artificial lighting levels should be 
between (30-75 Foot-candles). 

NEUTRAL 
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SPACE ANALYSIS (NARTHEX) 

STORING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING: 

COLOR: 

A space for storing garments such as 
coats, hats, gloves, purses and etc. 

Space for a 2 clerks and 500 coats shall 
be provided. (Approx. 550 sq. Ft.) 

View of the Coat room should be out of 
direct sight of the lobby. 

Noise should be minimized but no 
specific restrictions apply. 

Artificial lighting levels should be 
between (30-75 Foot-candles). 

NEUTRAL 
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SERVICE 

ACTIVITIES 

- ~ t---

1. Shipping/Receiving 

2. Storing I I 
I I 

DOCK 

SERVICE DOCK 
AND STORAGE 

}-
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SPACE ANALYSIS 

SHIPPINGIRECEIVING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS : 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING : 

COLOR: 

A space for the shipping oflarge and 
small items by truck. The dock shall be 
equipped with two large overhead doors 
approximately 10" by 1 0". 

1-5 people loading and 
unloading trucks on elevated dock 
area. (Approx. 400 sq. Ft.) 

Loading area should Dot be visible from 
street level. 

The loading area should be located awa 
from noise sensitive areas such as the 
assembly hall. (Max. dBA=20) to 
adjacent spaces. 

50% of Illuminance shall be from natural 
lighting via skylights. Artificial lighting 
levels should be between 
(50-100 Foot-candles). 

NEUTRAL 
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SPACE ANALYSIS (SERVICE) 

STORING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING: 

COLOR: 

A space for the saving and protecting of 
things. 

Space for 1-5 people loading and 
unloading trucks including space for 
storage of maintenance equipment and 
several large items such as furniture. 
(Approx. 1500 sq. Ft.) 

Loading area should not be visible from 
street level. 

The loading area should be located away 
from noise sensitive areas such as the 
assembly hall. (Max. dBA=20) to 
adjacent spaces. 

50% of Illuminance shall be from natural 
lighting via skylights. Artificiallighting 
levels should be between 
(50-100 Foot-candles). 

NEUTRAL 
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TEACHING 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Speaking! Listening 

CLASSROOM 

TEACHER'S DESK 

37 

SPACE ANALYSIS 

SPEAKINGILISTENlNG 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING: 

A space, free from distractions where a 
teacher can teach and students can listen 
and learn. 

Space for one teacher and 30 students 
should be provided including 106' by , 
tables, a desk for the teacher, bookcases 
storage cabinets, and television CR 
should be accommodated. 
(Approx. 500 sq. Ft. per class room 

Students should have full view of teacher 
and the teacher should have full view of 
students. Classrooms should have a vie 
to the outside. 

Obtrusive noise should be limited to and 
from the class room. (Max. dBA=20). 

Lighting levels in classrooms should be 
between (50-100 Foot-candles) . 
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AMPHITHEATER 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Preaching 2. Singing 

3. Communion 4. Collection of money 

5. Praying 

CONGREGATION PULPIT 

38 

SPACE ANALYSIS 

PREACHING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

A outdoor space for the teaching of 
God's Word. 

Space for the seating of the senior 
minister, two associate ministers, a song 
leader, scripture reader, and for 
the person who delivers the prayer shall 
be provided. (Approx. 200 sq. ft .) 

Elevated floor space should be provided 
to give the congregation a clear view of 
the speaker from all seats. 

The floor should be elevated to allow the 
ministers voice the maximum projection 
without the assistance from mechanical 
amplification. Reverberation times should 
not exceed 1 second. 

Natural Illuminance 

ACTIVE 
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SPACE ANALYSIS (AMPHITHEATER) 

SINGING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

Praising god with song from choir and 
congregation 

Space shall be provided for 1000 member 
congregation to sing standing and/or 
sitting comfortably while holding a 
hymnal. 
(Approx. 10 sq. ft. per person =10,000). 

Congregation should have full view of 
ministers elders and deacons. 

Reverberation times should 
exceed 1 second. 

Natural 

PASSIVE 

COMMUNION 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

39 

A sacrament involving the eating of 
unlearn bread that represents Christ' s 
body and the drinking of the cup which 
symbolizes the Chris's blood. 

A space shall be provided for the blessing 
ofthe cup and the bread by one man and 
the serving ofthe Lord's supper by 12 
other men. Space for an altar 
approximately 6 ft long by 3 ft wide 
should also be accommodated. 

The congregation should have full view 
ofthe communion blessing and serving 
functions. The altar should not over 
shadow the importance of the baptismal 
pool. 

The space should be conducive to speech 
so that all members ofthe 
congregation can here the prayers for the 
partaking of communion. Reverberation 
time should not exceed I second. 

Natural 

UNIFYING 
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SPACE ANALYSIS (AMPHITHEATER) 

COLLECTION OF MONEY 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

Weekly collection of money from the 
congregation for the advancement of 
God's kingdom. 

A space shall be provided for the 
blessing of the money offering by one 
man and the collecting of money by 12 
other men. Space for and altar 
approximately 6 ft long by 3 ft wide 
should be accommodated by the space. 

The congregation should have full view 
of the offering blessing and collection of 
money. 

The space should be conducive to speech 
so that all members of the congregation 
can here the prayers for the offering. 
Reverberation time should not exceed 1 
second. 

NaturaL 

UNIFYING 

PRAYING 

DESCRIPTION: 

OCCUPANTS: 

VIEW: 

SOUND: 

LIGHTING 

COLORS 

40 

Petitioning God. 

All people in the congregation pray and 
should be generally accommodated 
within the amphitheater .. 

Members of the congregation should 
have full view of prayers given by 
persons in the pulpit area and the alter. 

The space should be conducive to speech 
so that all members ofthe congregation 
can here the prayers from the pulpit and 
altar. Reverberation time should not 
exceed 1 second. 

NaturaL 

UNIFYING 
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SPACE SUMMARY 
SPACE NO. OF SPACES NO. OF USERS GROSS SQ. FT. NET SQ. FT. 

PER SPACE 

ASSEMBLY HALL 
IGROSS X 1.4= NET I 

1. PULPIT 1 6 200 280 
2. NAVE 1 750 7500 10,500 
3. CHOIR LOFf 1 75 750 1,050 
4. CHANGING ROOMS 2 3 100 EA. 140 EA. 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
1. KITCHEN I 9 900 1,260 
2. FELLOWSIDP AREA I 750 9000 12,600 
3. STAGE I 90 700 980 
4. DRESSING ROOM 2 30 500 EA. 700 EA. 
5. STORAGE I 700 980 
6. RESTROOMS 2 10 ISO EA. 210 EA. 

BUSINESS OFFICE 
1. ADMIN. OFFICE 3 7 250 EA. 350 EA. 
2. RECORDS ROOM 1 1-5 200 280 
3. CONFERENCE I 15 350 490 
4. TREASURY I 3 200 280 
5. RESTROOMS 2 3 150 EA. 210 EA. 

NARTHEX 
1. LOBBY 1 400 4000 5600 
2. NURSERY 2 25 800 EA. II20EA. 
3. GIFf SHOP 1 12 400 560 
4. COATROOM I 2 550 770 
5. RESTROOMS 4 10EA. 150 EA. 210EA. 

SERVICE 
1. DOCK 1-5 400 560 

2. STORAGE 1-5 1300 1820 

3. MAINTENANCE 2 200 280 

4. JANITORIAL 3 400 560 

LECTURE ROOMS 
1. CLASSROOMS 14 30 EA. 500 EA. 700 EA. 

2. RESTROOMS 4 10 EA. 150 EA. 210 EA. 

AMPHITHEATER 
1. PULPIT 6 200 280 

2. CONGREGATION 1000 10,000 14,1)111) 

54 TOTAL GROSS- 46,300 NET - 64,820. 
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Case study from: Spiritual Space by 
Meridith L. Clausen 

CASE STUDY 

PROJECT: ROCHESTER SYNAGOGUE 
LOCA nON: ROCHESTER, NY 
ARCHITECT: PIETRO BELLUSCHI 
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This study shows the adjacencies and space 
proportions for a building not only used for worship 
but for teaching as well It uses varying roof heights 
and volume proportions to symbolize significance of 
each space to the user. The large rotunda highlights 
the sanctuary space which may not be the largest space 
but is the most important in their doctrine of 
worshipping Christ. 
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SITE ANALYSIS 

THE SITE 
LOCATION: The site is located in 
the eastern region of the city of 
Lubbock encompassed by: 19th St. to 
the North, Santa Fe Railroad to the 
East, 20th St. to the south and Birch 
Ave. to the West. 

AREA: 3.7 ACRES 

ZONING: C 1 ConunerciaJ 

NOISE: Because of traffic olume 
and railroad activity, consideration for 
noise abatement will be crucial on the 
eastern and northern sides of the ite. 

SITE FEATURES: To the north of 
the site exists the Lubbock Cotton Oil 
Mill on the north side of 19th t. It i 
currently the largest structure in the 
immediate area. To the ea t i th 
Santa Fe Rail that i ele ated 
approximately 15 ft above the plain of 
the site. To the south i a mixture of 
residences and small church . And to 
the west is a medium sized wareh u e 
and parking lot. 

Other than prairie gra the 
only feature on the ite i a mall 
parking lot that currently ene th 
Church of Chri t on 20th and Birch. 
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TRAFFIC ANALYSIS 

HEA VY FOUR LANE 
TRAFFIC 

LIGHT TRAFFIC 

RAILROAD 

46 

Traffic around the ite i 
generally mild except for bu y traffi 
on 19th Street located on the north 
side of the site. On streets with light 
traffic there is plenty of right-hand 
tum access. 

Because of the noi e, from th 
railroad and 19th Street, the building 
should be located on the outh
western side of the site. 

PRO PO ED BUTLDlNG LO TI:"I 

PROPO ED PARKING 

EX! TING Bl'ILDNG 
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CULTURAL CONTEXT 

The residents on the east side of Lubbock are primarily 
of African-American heritage and are, for the most part, isolated 
from other parts of Lubbock that are predominantly White 
neighborhoods. This phenomenon is due, in part, to a history of 
ignorance and racism, an era when African-Americans did not 
have the same basic opportunities as Whites. 

Today, While more opportunities exist, racism and 
ethnic division is still prevalent. The east side of Lubbock is 
composed of a relatively larger number of poor citizens 
compared to average White neighborhoods. The reason is not 
genetic by because of limited opportunities. The culture of a 
community without opportunity has no hope. 

RESPONSE 

Therefore the community deserves a symbol of progress. 
Rather than rusty warehouses and tenements (architectural 
elements that currently defme the neighborhood) perhaps hope 
can be expressed through architectural symbolism in the church. 

.p 

PSYCHOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

A strong sense of community is very important to the 
persons I interviewed. They recognize that the east side of 
Lubbock has a stigma; a stigma of poverty, crime, poor 
education, and valueless families. These assumptions are not 
invariably true but instead, are quite varied as in any 
neighborhood. Because of these labels, residents of this 
particular neighborhood have felt compelled to stick together 
and be identified as a community. They recognize that they 
share similar circumstances. Unfortunately, the community 
lacks an appropriate symbol that reflects the more meritous 
attributes of this cohesive group of people. 

RESPONSE 

Therefore, in order to divulge the negative stereot~p\?s 
of their community they must present an image that contradicts 
the stigmas. By creating a positive, and persuasive, symbol of 
the community that expresses the good qualities of the 
neighborhood, a more positive image can be conveyed and 
negative stereotypes can be abolished. 
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BUILT CONTEXT 

The surrounding built environment is bleak at best. The 
area is inundated with warehouses, low income tenements, 
railroads and highways. The most prominent structures are the 
cotton oil mill storage facilities that rise approximately 6 stories 
above the neighborhood. 

The neighborhood also has some parks and quaint 
residential sections. These areas act like an oasis within the 
community, offering relief from the no trespassing, no 
admittance, doldrums architecture of the east side. It is the 
opinion of many people that there simply are not enough of 
these public places. 

RESPONSE 

Therefore, the creation of the church facility should be 
another oasis. It should communicate public property, not 
private. People should feel welcome in the new addition to their 
current built environment. 
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NATURAL CONTEXT 

CLIMATE 

Lubbock's climate is warm and arid with low humidity 
and average temperatures during summer months reaching 82 
degrees. During the winter, average temperatures drop to 
around 37 degrees. Overcast days are rare. Lubbock enjoys 
clear sunny days 76% of the year. Average precipitation for the 
region is approximately 18 inches per year. Wind speeds 
regularly average 10 to 15 miles per hour and are particularly 
gusty in the months of February, March and April. 

RESPONSE 

All of these factors make Lubbock an excellent 
candidate for buildings that use such heating and cooling 
devices as evaporative cooling and active solar heating. 

VEGETATION 

Lubbock's natural vegetation is prairie grass and some 
cacti. Any other vegetation such as trees were planted by man 
for shade. Trees are most beneficial for buildings when the~ 
supply shade and reduce thermal load during warmer months. 
Deciduous trees have the added advantage of loose their lea\ es 
in colder months which allows heat from the sun to warm 
building masses in winter. 

RESPONSE 

Preferably deciduous trees that will grow to heights of 
10 feet or more and with significant foliage should be placed 
close to building surfaces allowing a reduction of thermal 
loading during the summer and increased thermal load in winter. 
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DESIGN RESPONSE 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
GOAL: A comfortable temperature should be 

maintained throughout the year 
using a minimal amount of money and 
natural resources. 

SUN RAYS 

DIAGRAM OF PR 1 The sun 's rays heat 
the liquid in the solar collector. The liquid is 
circulated through a bed of sand. The sand bed 
acts as a thermal mass absorbing heat from the 
collector and radiating heat through the floor slab 
and into the space. 

PR:l 75% of all heating will be 
achieved through the use of 
active solar collection which heats 
a liquid that is circulated through 
the floor and radiates through the 
space. 25% of all heating will be 
supported by an auxiliary natural 
gas burning furnace maintaining a 
constant temperature of 
70 degrees F. 

FLOOR SLAB HEAT RADIATE THRO GH L B 

FLOW OF L1Q 10 
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PR 2 All cooHng will be achieved 
through the implementation 
of an evaporative cooling 
system and air circulation, 
maintaining a consistent I 
interior temperature of 75 
degrees F. 

LNSULA TED DOOR 
THAT CAN BE ----_1 
SHUT DURJNG 
COLD DAYS 

WARM 
EXTERIOR 
AIR 

DIAGRAM OF PR 2 Air i cooled as it passes over 
a cardboard grill saturared wirh warer. The warer absorbs 
rhe heat, there/ore. cooling the air. Warm air is exhausted at 
a high poilll ill rhe space by mechanical means taking/ul/ 
advallIage o/the natal stratification 0/ air. 

AJR COOLED 
BY 
EV APORA TION 

WARMAIRI 
EXHAU TED 
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