
Architecture and Society 

A Gay and Lesbian community center 

Dallas, TX 



A GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER 

} ^ 

Christopher Dave Villarmeva 

A THESIS 
IN 

ARCHITECTURE 

Submitted to the Architecture Faculty 
of the College of Architecture 
of Texas Tech University in 

Partial Fulfillment for 
the Degree of 

BACJimiDR OF ARCHITECTURfi 

Programming Instructor (Arch 4395): Prof Michael Martin 

1 AcceBtedfN 

Deim,n^oiiege or /vrcmtecture 
^ May 4,1999 

•"•V 



73 

Dedicated to my mother. For all the love and support you 
have given me. It is your strength and courage that has 
given me the ability to succeed. Thank you for loving me 
that much. I love you. 



Table of Contems 

Abstract/ 1 

Chapter I: Thesis Research 
Theory / 3 
Architectural Issues / 5 

Chapter 2: Context 

Overview/ 14 
Built / 15 
Cultural / 17 
Natural / 19 

Chapter 3: Facility 

Mission/22 
Facility Analysis / 23 
Activity Analysis / 26 
Spatial Analysis / 28 
Space Summary / 37 
Spatial Diagram / 38 
Reference 39 

1 ^ . 



A b a 

TXw: Architecture should reflect the growing needs of the gav and 
lesbian community by providing facilities which will promote and 
strengthen the community. 

7U>^ Ta^^,^- Architecture has evolved through the needs of 
humankind. We build to shelter, comfort, and delight. Throughout 
history, architecture has evolved along with society, bringing new 
ways of thinking and living. It is through architecture that change 
can take place and create a world of fantasy. It is evident in each 
movemem of architecture that reactions toward society was the 
driving force for change. It is imperative to note that society is what 
creates architecture. Today the gay culture is becoming more promi
nent. Gays are becoming more outs spoken and open about their 
sexuality. Yet, there are no facilities that architecturally reflect this 
growing community. 

Co^^/f^i^^', The project is a community center that aims to de
fine a community within Dallas, TX. The area is predominately gay 
and the facility should express architecturally the essence of the -ay 
community as well as the neighboring communities by proNiding'" 
differem levels of interaction: Recreational, Cultural'and Ci\ic 

1 



T h c r y 

"Passing through the barricades, you would enter 
into a long hallway, the music and light already 
echoing through the space. Then you would erupt 
into a domed vastness, its edge unknowable, 
packed with people. Lasers and light beams ro
tated through this darkness, sectioning off slices of 
space into defined layers, spots even rooms...then 
suddenly everything would go black, and ethereal 
silence would descend ...It was a spectacle that 
brought to life a vision of a liberated, joyous, and 
sensual existence that was at the same time no 
more than a reflection of amorally bankrupt, 
greedy...Like Versailles, it was a lavish place, a 
place that made you feel important... It made you 
feel as if you were building a brave new world as 
the old world and its facts dissolved. It did so in a 
way that never took itself seriously. This was, af
ter all, just a dance club. It was the most powerful 
architecture I knew." 

f 
- Aaron Betsk> 

Explaining his e.xpenence as a student at Studio 54 



T h e o r y 

Community is defined as a group of people living in the same 
locality and under the same government. Each community is de
fined by its characteristics such as race, culture, religion, and even 
life styles. Architecture can help define these specific communities 
by providing a framework, which identifies such characteristics Ar
chitecture has strayed away from being socially conscious and has 
become very commercial, therefore losing its identity. In her article, 
"Social Life'", Catherine Sesslor explains, "Much recent architec
ture has retreated from social responsiveness, becoming instead 
self-referential and self-motivated. Empathy and social conscience 
have been replaced by narcissism and self-indulgence." 

Architecture should not only serve as a function but as an aes
thetic expression of life. Life in a city is not expressed through 
buildings alone, but through the people who are utilizing them Our 
cities area a complex combination of different communities and 
are the essence and driving force in the design of cities. These com
munities have distinct characteristics that define specific areas and 
should be expressed through architecture. This interaction should 
take place at a personal level, where one can experience different 
lifestyles. Architecture can not advocate or solve such differences 
but can provide the built framework that mirrors, regulates, and de
fines society. ' 

1 Cathenne Sesslor. "Social Life". Archilecture Review Julv 1996. 3 



T h e o r y 

The gay community has had to endure a very recluse existence. 
It IS in spaces such as dance clubs, bars, and restrooms that gays 
have established a way of utilizing space. Betsky's description ex
plores the characterization of space that gays unknowingly created. 
He experienced this space as something which did not last long 
enough to accrue meaning, memories, nor emotion. ' It was nothing 
more than space created by the body. With the continuing flickering 
of lights there were no defined walls, floors, and ceilings. There 
was no distinction between public and private. All activity was in 
the open, viewed only through light and sound. There were no fa
cades to hide behind only rhythm and light. Betsky defines this as 
"queer space" 

e<,^c^/fa^lit^; The project is a community center that aims to de
fine a community within Dallas, TX. The area is predominately gay 
and the facility should express architecturally the essence of the gay 
community as well as the neighboring communities by pro\ iding 
different levels of interaction: Recreational, Cultural, and Civic. 

2 Aaron Betsky. Queer Space P 5 4 



A r c h i t e c t u r a l I s s u e s 

^^eyict'i /•yCie^v^c^i, •K)»V 

Queer space is not necessarily meant for queer use, it merely 
suggest a theory. Queers have established ways of utilizing space 
and manipulating it for their personal use and there is a sense of ar
chitecture quality in this manipulation. In the past queer space 
emerged in the public realm where the need for social interaction 
was desired.. One example is the Men and Women's houses that ex
isted in many prehistoric societies. These places provided for ritual
istic ceremonies and initiations that enabled each group to defined 
them and bond. Rituals connected the body to a larger social net
work. Thus older men would have sex with the younger men estab
lishing bonds beyond kinship. • These ritual are'merelv rumors and 
have been derived through symbols and icons depicted in these 
homes. It is here that many observers have cited these places as the 
earliest generators for gay community. ^ Architecture became a 
need to accommodate for social interaction. It has been very diffi
cult for queers to openly interact and bond. The interaction within 
the community is important to the sense of belonging and associa
tion for gay individuals. Today many forms of social interaction 
have been limited to clubs and bars. 

3 Ibid. p28 
4 Ibid. p29 5 



A r c h i t e c t u r a l I 

/ fMe^-uvtf^-f z 7 s ^ ^ » v f^C'^f^Ofy.f^e^ 

s s u e s 

The need for social interaction is desired to encourage a sense of 
unity within the community, therefore the facility should provide 
spaces for such functions. 

To express the desire to congregate and socially interact the fa
cility should architecturally expressive in form. These forms should 
express the emergence of confinement. 

The facility will provide for those individual who may be new to 
the area. Newcomers may not be comfortable meeting new people 
in the bar and club scene, therefore the facility will provide a posi-
five atmosphere that is not confining not restricting. 

The gay community is comprised of a diverse group of individu
als therefore the facility should provide activities that will not only 
encourage interaction between groups but with each other. 

6 



A r c h i t e c t u r a l I s s u e s 

Fig. 1 

f'O^e^y^'X'a'i' Z/SiH^»T^ f\e,-^'po*x^^^ 

The Sherman Heights Community Center is located in San Diego 
California. It is the central focal point for neighborhood activi
ties... a beautiful place to be. 'The facility provides places such as 
courtyards and balconies to encourage social interaction. Fig 1 
The facility expresses the idea of interaction architecturally. Users 
are free to move about the balconies taking advantage of views be
low as well as above. Space is less intimidating, open, and not con
fined. This creates space that is comfortable. 

SlicniMri HcigliiNi\>iiiimjjui>'Center, SanDiego,CA 

5 Reed KrohotY. "•Neighborhood Hope". Architecture. June 1995 p 74. 7 

.M^'r 



A r c h i t e c t u r a l I s s u e s 

(cte/yCCxAt^ 

The emergence in the middle class in the nineteenth centur\ laid 
a foundation for queer space to occur. The middle class being mer
chants, tradespeople, and clerks had to make use of in-between 
space. This class had to distinguish itself self-consciously. Estab
lishing certain building types such as the single family house, edu
cational, and recreational facilities. Gays could not exactly con
form to such identity, therefore they kept their desires enclosed 
within public space. They made it their own, they opened it up on 
the margins, they performed it. They were always a minority, but 
because they were at the ver\' heart of the middle class project to 
create an artificial world, their contributions to that culture were 
immense. ^ 

In the twentieth century, there has been a centralized struggle to 
control queer space. In the 1930's, prohibitions gave society a rea
son to rebel establishing cultural experimentation. The gay life was 
able to integrate and become more visible in many cities. Due to the 
fear of threatening public order, many places began excluding ga\s 
from the public realm, by threatening establishments with closure. 

6 Ibid. p. 13 8 



A r c h i t e c t u r a l I s s u e s 

Today it is more evident that gay life is existing and striving to 
become noticed and accepted. Through television and film gay life 
is being expressed and identified. Ellen being a forerunner by not 
only oufing her character but herself Many more public figures are 
coming out of the so called "closet". The need for identity is strong 
and creates a sense of pride for gays by permitting the average per
son to feel comfortable with who they are. 

The need for identity is not only an individual desire but for a 
community as a whole. Gay communities exist in every city and are 
subtle entities within the city. The building should act as a focal 
point for the community. 

Many younger generation of gays feel the need to be open and 
expressive. The community center should reflect this idea by estab
lishing an exterior that expresses the opening up of spaces that are 
not obscured and movement which is not impeded. 

9 



A r c h 1 t e c t u r a l I s s u e s 

Fig. 2 
Parque Zaragoza Center in Austin, TX, designed b\ Robert Jack

son/Emily Little Joint Venture Architects. The 17,500 square foot 
center was built for the memory of the men and women who. in the 
I920's and I930's, kept Mexican Culture alive in the neighbor
hood...The center presents a powerful architectural identitv in the 
park.' (Fig 2) 

Parque Zaragoza Center, Austin, TX 

7 Mark Forsyth "Parque Zaragoza". Texas ,4rc/i//ec/. July 1996 p.46 10 



A r c h 1 t e c t u r a 1 I s s u e s 

s .i'W, 
The New York City Gay and Lesbian Community Center 

The Gay and Lesbian community is becoming increasingh \ isi-
ble and has made countless contributions to the architectural and 
cultural heritage of our nation, yet surprisingly there are no authen
tically ''gay" buildings in the United States. *̂  There are buildings 
that may service the gay community but no building has ever been 
erected for that sole purpose. Many community centers are housed 
in storefronts, and rescued commercial spaces. This creates a prob
lem because the facilities are rarely large enough to handle numer
ous activities. Many organizations and centers are scattered around 
the city making accessibility very difficult. The largest facilities are 
located in New York and Los Angeles. 

The community center located in Dallas occupies an abandoned 
church which was bought by the center. The center services the 
aids resource center by conducting client intakes and counseling, 
provides services such as the Hot Meals program, and pro\ ides lec
ture and meeting rooms tor local organizations. The building has 
been adapted to fit these needs but space is very limited. The cen
ter at this fime is growing beyond its capacity. Dennis Myrick, 
Team manager of the center stated that it would be nice to ha\e 
such a facility that would house all necessary activities that arc \ ital 
to the communitv. 

8 Dana Van Gorder. "Accommodating Alternative Lifest\'les" Competilions p 17 11 



A r c h 1 t e c t u r a 1 I s s u e s 

Fie. 3 

The current facilities at this time do not allocate enough space to 
meet the needs of the growing gay and lesbian community, there
fore a facility should be developed to address these needs and pro
vide adequate space. 

The growth rate of the community is far exceeding the facilities 
that is necessary to allow for future expansion, therefore 25% of the 
site should be left aside for future purposes. 

The design was chosen in the spring of 1997 and should be com
pleted by the year 2000. The idea was to create a facility that 
would recognize the contributions of the gay and lesbian commu
nity. San Francisco at this time is the only major city in California 
without a center. (Fig 3) 

. • W T 

• 1 ^ 

Proposed San Francisco Ciay dnd Lesbian Commumt\ Center 12 



C o n t e x t 



C o n t e x t A n a l ^ ^ s l s 

o. ven/\/%ei^ 

*li»HiUaBLL*M Oroinshft -Jm-n U«iWa. ..AftO. 

The history of Dallas begins in 1841 as a trading post along the 
Trinity River. During the 1870's Dallas expanded with the arrival of 
the Houston and Te.xas Central and Te.xas Pacific Railroads. Agri
culture opportunities increased the population. 

Over the years Dallas has emerged from a small agriculture com
munity and has become one of the leading cifies in business. Nick
named the "Big D", Dallas is the eighth largest city in the U.S. To
day the Dallas/Ft. Worth area is populated by approximateh 4.5 
million people and ahs been rated as one of the best cities tor busi
ness by Forbes magazine. It is estimated that 110,000 businesses 
and neariy 10,000 headquarters are based in Dallas. In the U.S. 
Dallas is the third largest concentration of high tech industries and 
the second largest concentration of telecommunication industry. 

Tourism is a major industry for Dallas. It is the second largest 
convention city in the nation. It is surprising that Dallas would ha\ c 
more AAA Five Diamond restaurants and more AAA Four Diamond 
Hotels than any city in the U.S. " 

Dallas has become one of the nations leading cities. The pro
posal of the Gay and Lesbian community center characterizes the 
cities progressive growth patterns. The center would become one of 
the three largest community center in the nation. The other two lo
cated in New York and Los Angeles. It would be the second facil
ity, following the proposal of the center in San Francisco, to e\cr be 
built strictly recognizinu the uav communitv 

9 Http. / www.citN' net.com 14 

http://www.citN'
http://net.com


ViewofDallasoverlhe TiinityRiver 

C o n t e x t A n a l y s i s 

^t^oC OorCte^ 

O-tA*^. 

Dallas is located in North Central Texas and covers about 384 
square miles. Dallas lies 35 miles east of Fort Worth and 245 miles 
northwest of Houston. It is near the headwaters of the Trinity 
River, which lies in the upper region of the Coastal Plain Elevation 
ranges from 450-750 feet. (10) 

Dallas has maintained a vital downtown area and is constantly 
striving to improve the quality of this historical area. The Arts Dis
trict is just one of the many developed areas which merge entertain
ment and retail. Downtown is characterized by high-rises which 
soar and represent the economic growth that Dallas has achieved. 

The site is located Northwest of the downtown area separated In 
the central expressway. This area does not rival the significance o\' 
downtown but is thriving economically. This area is mainK restau
rants and shops. There is a sense of business but unlike the down
town area high-rises are sporadically placed. 

10 Http://www.fhu.org/glcc.htm 15 
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'C; Love/Airport 

X 
•• • ^ ^ 

Oaklawn Ave /fy^ 

Cedar Sprngs Rd%, 

C o n t e x t A n a l y s i s 

The proposed site is located near the comer of Cedar Springs 
and Turtle Creek Road. Cedar Springs road is a major axis that 
runs directly to Love/Field Airport. Cedar Springs is intersected by 
many major streets which mark the boundaries of the neighbor
hoods. The streetscape is characterized with commercial retail. 

The site lies at the east end of Cedar Springs which is dominated 
by apartments and small professional businesses. The site slopes 
approximately 10 feet from the street. There are existing drives 
which approach the site but are not accessible at this 
time. The north part of the site is paved and is a vacant parking lot. 

Across from the parking lot ground breaking tor a proposed apart
ment complex IS underway. There is a High-rise office building lo
cated North of the site. 

FacingNoilli ol siic la tum Siuilli t>l Mlc Faciim Last oi site tacing West ot sue 

16 
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C o n t e x t A n a l y s i s 

The facility is surrounded by various typologies ranging from 
high-rises, retail, and housing, therefore scale must be maintained to 
reflect this environment. 

The site lies on Turtle Creek Road which is a prominent road 
that separates the creek and the business area. The facility should 
address this and provide a facade that is fitting to the streetscape 
and demeanor of Turtle Creek. 

Cedar Springs is a very pedestrian oriented street therefore the 
facility should provide sidewalks and plazas that can incorporated 
and accentuate the street. 

Fire station 

17 



C o n t e x t A n a l y s i s 

l/i/i^vuvc^t L/O-y^e^XA 

C^fJ yH-»>V--M>V^7«l, 

iidgii«#i 

Dallas' rapid growth can be attributed to tremendous growth in 
business. Being one of the leaders in the nation it has sparked a 
community which to itself is indulgent and proud. It can be viewed 
by the skyline of Dallas with the promenade and cluster of big busi
ness. 

Not only has Dallas immersed as a leader in the financial world, 
but has established itself as a cultural center. Dallas has a duers 
venue of entertainment. It is not unusual to find more than 120 live 
performances each night. There are over 160 museums, galleries, 
and artistic attractions which offer something for everyone. The 
Dallas Arts District, a 60 acre development, is the largest urban arts 
district in the country. It offers entertainment, music, and dining. It 
is anchored by the Dallas Museum of Art and Morton 11. Mevcrson 
Symphony Center. 

The proposed facility is located northwest of The Arts District. 
There is a small and growing district along Cedar Springs which has 
been dubbed "Boyz Town". This area provides an array of enter
tainment including live music, art, and dining Boyz Town is in ihc 

18 
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C o n t e x t A n a l y s i s 

heart of the gay community and host many annual events: Aids Life 
Walk, Freedom/Pride Parade, Easter Sunday in Lee Park. These are 
just a few of the many events that provide interaction with the com
munity. 

Boyz Town is a growing and thriving entity that marks the social 
life of the gay and lesbian community. The cominunit\ center must 
become an extension and become and anchor that establishes the 
boundary of this district. 

Many functions and events that express gay life occur through
out the year, therefore the facility must be accommodating and pro
vide spaces that will be in association with the planning of such 
events. 

Parades and festival are a part of the community therefore the 
facility must provide courtyards and balconies which can be utili/ed 
during these events. 

19 
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Fig. 5 

IIJ Mountain RaiiLli Library San Diego, C.A 

C o n t e x t A n a l y s i s 

The climate in Dallas is characterized by hot summers and mild 
winters. Snowfall in Dallas is minimal. Average temperatures 
range from 36-56 degrees F in January' to 74-95 degrees F in July. It 
is not rare for temperatures to reach 100 degrees in August and Sep
tember. Average rainfall is 33.70 in. with April, May, and Septem
ber being the wettest months. 

The weather is dominated by fair skies most of the year therefore 
outdoor acfivifies are encouraged. Courtyard and plazas can be in
corporated to provide areas that can be used during pleasant 
weather. 

The facility should minimize as much solar radiation as possible 
by minimizing glazed areas on east and west facade. If fenestration 
is desired shading devices should be incorporated to minimize ex
posure. 

Carmel Mountain Ranch Library in San Diego, California exempli
fies the use of clerestories by providing daylighting while doubling 
as shading devices. The library also provide a court\ard for pleasant 
weather. (Fig 5) 

20 



F a c i l i t y 
"There is no queer space, just space put to queer use 

Aaron Betsk\. 



The mission of the coininunity center is to provide a positi\e at
mosphere for the gay and lesbian community of Dallas, by estab
lishing spaces for activities that will promote pride and recognize 
their contributions to society. 

The community center should identify and express the essence of 
the gay and lesbian community by implementing the characteristics 
that define the gay community both socially and architecturally 

IpC^I^ 

The community center should serve as a positive and safe place 
for gay and lesbians to congregate and interact. It should pro\ ide 
services that will help promote the well being of the communitx 

22 



F a c i l i t y A n a l y s i s 

• Will provide space for social interaction 
• Will provide information about facility 
• Will act as gathering area for events 

• Will provide seating for 200 persons 
• Will provide space for social events, cultural events, and fund

raisers. 

^ry\/r\,ci^^^tA^'^ 

• Will provide area for indoor recreation 
• Will provide area for a sports club that will include a weight 

room, aerobics rooms, and sauna 
• Will provide area for showers, lockers, and dressing 

• 6 rooms will be provided for more intimate lectures and meet
ings accommodating 20-25 persons 

• Will include areas for reading, research, and access to Internet 

23 



F a c i l i t y A n a l y s i s 

• Will provide seating for 200 persons 
• Will provide area for community theater as well as traveling 

shows 

• Will provide two areas for exhibitions both permanent and rotat
ing 

• Will accommodate 100 persons and provide diminutive dining. 

• Will provide space for gathering for major social and civic 
events 

• Will provide areas to accommodate a staff 20-25 persons. 

24 



A c t i v i t y A n a l y s i s 

ftyirvva^Vi^ (4^^^-i^^-c^ Ic'l-'^he'fyv<>'a^i€-tl c^nvnvi\r\^tj, C«»v7«^. 

• Gathering/Interacting 
• Meetings/Lecturing 
• Reading 
• Exercising 
• Eating 
• Administrafing 
• Exhibiting 



A c t i v i t y A n a l y s i s 

This includes areas such as lobby, cafe, and courtyards. They 
should be spacious and open leaving freedom for user to explore 
and interact. Benches, planters, and stairs will be utilized to pro
mote interaction. These areas will be the major connections within 
the Facility. 

This includes auditorium and meeting rooms. Spaces will ac
commodate groups ranging from 20-200 persons. Areas will spaces 
will allow organizations to operate and conduct productive meet
ings. 

This includes library and cafe. Relation between cafe and li
brary is important. Need to be accessed from exterior to operate af
ter hours. 

This includes a gymnasium and sports club. The gym will spon
sor different sporting leagues that will promote team spirit and 

26 



A c t i v i t y A n a l y s i s 

healthy compefifion. The sports club will provide the community 
with aerobics classes, weight training, and sauna. 

This includes the cafe and cafeteria. The cafe will serve as a so
cial setting. Will provide tables outside as well as inside when 
weather permits. The cafeteria will service lunch for those aids pa-
fients in the community. 

Will include galleries and ceremonial space. The gay and les
bian community will use areas for exhibiting works of art. These 
area may be incorporated with each other, but should remain sepa
rated. There will be at times were different funcfions will occur at 
the same time. Space for permanent exhibits must be allocated 
Majority of exhibits will be revolving. 

(A^^'y\A.'r\/t^-t,ci^'t 'VO'TX/ 

Will include all office space which are pertinem to the organiza
tion of the facility. Offices should be located near main entrance to 
provide information about the cemer and to strengthen interaction 
between users and employees. 

27 



Jolinsun Counts Cciilral KcMuitLC Leiilei 
Overland Park, Kansas 

S p a t i a l A n a l y s i s 

The lobby should serve as a central element, which will connect 
all parts of the building. It should be spacious to accommodate 
many events that may occur at the same time. It should help orient 
the visitor throughout the building. The lobb\ should represent the 
beginning of a parade of spaces. 

The main entry points to the facility should be emphasized and cele
brated, therefore translucent materials should be implemented to 
express the transition from outside to inside The interior can be 
seen from the street and displays the spaces within. 

The lobby should be a starting point of orientation connecting all 
the major spaces. Ceiling heights, different materials, and lighting 
should visually indicate this point of orientation 

tUt^: 100 persons 

^«»<^ CUa-^i^. 1500 square feet 

28 



s p a t i a l A n a l y s t 

(AtX^AAX. f>^lA/tA/rv\f 

The auditorium will provide the community' with guest lectures 
and activities such as social events, cultural events, and fundraisers. 

^^ISIW] . V.i.'/'.-i^jfl.l-'f ' ' 

Lss^ j isJ liHg^iiiHd [iSs-3iii«t 

r^ 
i 

it?^' 

^ i i ^ 
i.yncn.<»s»Tsi muUigS SEATS! 

The auditorium should provide a flexible acoustic system that can 
enhance an array of acfivities, therefore ceiling panels should be 
adjustable and detachable. 

The auditorium will host a variety of events, therefore seating and 
stage should be Hexible in its arrangement. Seating and stage will 
be moveable. 

The auditorium will function outside regular hours therefore sepa
rate exits are required. 

tiit-uy. 200 persons 

^w^^ ^̂ ?̂>K»̂  2500 square feet, (mciudes storage) 

29 



s p a t i a l A n a l y s i 

.rvv^ViJ^iH't^/rvv 

The gymnasium will provide indoor activities such as volleyball, 
basketball, etc. A sports club will be incorporated with showers, 
lockers, and dressing rooms. 

The gymnasium should incorporate day lighting to minimize the use 
of artificial lighting therefore clerestories should be incorporated 
which will minimize glare. 

The operation of the sports club is in association with the gym, 
therefore the dressing rooms and showers should be accessible to 
both facilities. 

It is not necessary to enter the center in order to use the sports club, 
therefore a separate entrance is desired. 

lA^t^t^. 200 persons 

t̂w»«̂  (l^a.(ji^v>: 5600 square feet - Gym 

1000 square feet- Weight Rm. 
600 square feet- Aerobics 

30 



s p a t i a l A n a l \ -̂  s 1 s 

/ . ^ , •gf/t/UI 

I Carmel Mountain Ranch l,ibrar\ 
San Diego, CA 

The library will include gay and lesbian literature and exhibits. 
Areas for reading and research will be provided, as well as circula
tion desk, and Internet access. 

Ceiling height should be substantial providing areas for stacks and 
checkout areas. 

Reading area should be naturally lit therefore clerestories and skv-
lights should be utilized. 

'Ui<>t^. 25-50 persons 

Sf»i<^ (^a,L^ii^. 1260 square feet. 

31 



s p a t i a l A n a l y s i s 

Six rooms will provided for more intimate lectures and meet
ings. Rooms will be used not only by the gay and lesbian commu
nity but civic and neighborhood organizations. 

The lecture rooms should provide adequate acoustics therefore ma
terials and textured walls can be used to gain the best quality of 
sound. 

Lecture rooms should be flexible, therefore rooms can be partitoned 
to provide more useable spaces. 

Id*^. 20-50 persons per room 

Sjif-oe. (Xr^,a,Li>^. 3200 squarc feet 

2@800 square feet 
4@400 square feet 

32 



s p a t i a l A n a l y s i s 

(Ke/eCTe e/iy 

Will provide for local community theater productions as well as 
traveling shows 

Theater should provide good acoustics by applying materials as up
holstery and carpeting to minimize reverberation. 

Theater will operate after hours therefore separate entrance and 
lobby is desired. 

Theater will host many traveling shows as well as local communitv 
theater therefore adequate space for storage of sets is needed. 

Theater should provide for dressing and rehearsal areas. 

TUe^utr. 200 persons 

Sf^oe, <^«i^;M^ 2 0 0 0 s q u a r e f e e t (include storage and stage) 

33 



s p a t i a l A n a l y s i s 

The community center will provide areas for local artists to ex
hibit their art. This will accommodate for permanent and temporary 
exhibits. 

Areas for exhibits need to flexible to arrange different types of dis
plays therefore area should be open and minimize structure to pe
rimeters. 

-uAl^ 'OP ' 

?*IF 

PLAN 

FLEXIBLE OPEN-PLAN GALLERV 

Graphic Standards 

Area should take advantage of natural light therefore clerestory win
dows and skylight should be incorporated. Light diffusers should be 
used to prevent and direct sunlight that can damage exhibitions. 

Partitions will be used to display various arrangements therefore 
storage space is necessary for partitions which are dismantled when 
not needed. 

V'i^t^. 75 persons 

Sp*»^ (l*^,c•C,J>^^. 1800 square feet (mciude storage) 
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s p a t i a l A n a l y s i s 

The cafe will act as a social venue for patrons of the center as 
well as pedestrians along Cedar Springs. 

The cafe should be located near the sidewalk so that accessibility to 
pedestrians can be established. 

The possibility of operating outside of business hours should be 
taken into consideration therefore separate exits will be desired. 

It will be necessary for cafe to receive deliveries therefore it is nec
essary to provide a private drive for such activity. 

<̂S>«-t*; 100 persons 

Sf^c^ (Uc^(ji>^. 2 6 0 0 s q u a r e f e e t (mdude kitchen and storage) 
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s p a t i a l A n a l y s i s 

Space will provide for benefits and other social and civic gather
ings as well as private parties. 

Room should be spacious and able to accommodate for tables that 
can be arranged to fit the needs of each event. 

Number of tables and chairs will vary therefore adequate storage 
should be provided. 

Space should take advantage of the outside environment therefore 
courtyards and patios should be incorporated. 

2<W*t 150-200 persons 

>̂tT<j* O^aM^D^. 2000 square feet 
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s p a c e S u m m a r y 

Space Square Ft. Occ. Load Occupancy 

Lobby 
Library 

Cafe 

Auditorium 

Theater 

Meeting Rms (2) 

Meeting Rms (4) 

Gymnasium 

Weight Rm 

Aerobics 

Galleries 

Ceremonial Space 

Administrations 

Total 

Circulation 
Mechanical 

1500 
1250 

2650 
2500 

2000 
1600 

1600 

5600 
1000 
600 

1800 

2000 

2500 

26600 

2660 
2660 

15 
50 

15 
7 

7 

15 

15 

15 
50 
15 

15 
7 

100 

100 
25 

177 
357 
286 
107 

107 
373 

20 
40 

120 
286 

25 

2022 

Total # of exits 168 

Total 31920 
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s p a t i a l D i a g r a m 
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BASEMENT LEVEL 
SCALE: 1"= 16' 
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