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THESIS STATEMENT 

Critical Regionalism or Contextualism provides a viable approach to Hill Country Architecture. 

DESIGN PROBLEM 

This thesis project will examine and demonstrate Hill Country architecture of Wimberley, TX, with the relationship it 

holds with the design of a bed & breakfast. 

THEORY STATEMENT 

Critical Regionalism, which is debatably neither style nor ideology, may provide a useful strategy during this current 

time of rapid change in architectural practice. In the past ten years since the term was introduced Critical Regionalism has 

emerged as one of the most visible trends in contemporary architecture worldwide. It has become a dynamic balance be

tween timeless universal architectural principles and the modifiers of people, places, and events. It is the ideals of modernism 

modified by a post-modern concern for history and place. Critical Regionalism emphasizes context, sensitivity to the envi

ronment, history, and culture. Thereby, it strives through a "defamiliarization" process to strengthen the particular versus the 

anonymous thrust of universal civilization. 

Kenneth Frampton states that " the term 'critical regionalism' is not intended to denote the vernacular as this was 

once spontaneously produced by the combined interaction of climate, culture, myth and craft, but rather to identify those re

cent regional 'schools' whose primary aim has been to reflect and serve the limited constituencies in which they are 

grounded." 
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More formally, the roots of regionalism and therefore Critical Regionalism stem from the postmodern movement, as 

an answer to the modem movement's International Style that would eliminate all the cultural diversities of our world. Re

gionalism has dominated architecture in almost all countries at some time during the past two centuries and a half, and by 

way of definition, we can say that it upholds individual and local architectonic features against more abstract and universal 

ones. Regionalism seems to bear the mark of ambiguity. It has been associated with movements of reform and liberation, 

and it has helped to foster a new sense of identity among groups and to cement new harmonies. But on the other hand, it 

has proved to be a powerful tool of repression and chauvinism. To use the term of Lewis Mumford (1895-1990) urban 

planner and historian, "political unification" has taken place throughout the world, in fairly generous disregard of geo

graphic and economic realities. In general, political unification has meant de-regionalization, in areas such as the United 

States, France, and Germany. At the very beginning of the regionalist movement, it was observed that the culture diversity 

was rapidly growing and still is today. The political consolidation that occurs, in indifference to regional realities, has 

come across some obstacles such as the underlying geographic, economic, and cultural actualities that begin to show 

through. The fact being is that real communities and real regions do not always fit into the framework and the ideological 

patterns of the national state. 

Frampton, Kenneth: Modem Architecture - A Critical History. 
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PRE-DESIGN 
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The Bed and Breakfast (or B&B) has its roots in ancient time. In parts of the countryside where public inns were not 

always available, weary travelers would be accommodated by a local family who would provide food and lodging for a fee. 

A B&B is also defined as a private residence, in which several rooms are set aside for overnight guests whose paid accom

modations include breakfast. 

It all began in Britain after World War II, when American soldiers were waiting for troop carriers to ship them back 

home. Many waited weeks for their turn to come and chose to use their extended leave to see a little of the country they had 

just helped. The courageous women who had gone to work in the airplane factories now were called upon to open their 

homes to these young men because there was far too little hotel space left standing to go around. Because B&B 

accommodations were originally made available at the request of the government, regulations were initiated. Once a B&B 

host was approved, a little sign wen't up outside the home so that travelers could easily find a place to stay. Not all hosts 

wished to have strangers ring the bell without warning, however, and many of the finer places became affiliated with booking 

agencies that matched up the appropriated guests and hosts, and otherwise protected the hosts' privacy. B&B's have been 

popular in Britain and Europe for many years, but it took almost forty years for this concept to become popular in America. 

The modern B&B provides the same type of environment as its ancient counterpart. The emphasis is on hospitality in 

a family setting. The visitor is greeted by the host and is given overnight accommodation in one of the spare bedrooms. In 

the morning, the visitor usually joins the host family for a leisurely breakfast and social conversation. The breakfast menu 

varies from house to house, but guests are offered selection and quality. The cost is usually less than comparable 

accommodation in a hotel or motel, especially when the price of the breakfast is included. 
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Because of the increased popularity of B&B's, a range of services are now offered in the name of bed and breakfast. 

The following are brief descriptions of different establishments that may call themselves B&B's. 

Private Homes c. 

The true B&B falls into this category, and it usually consists of a home situated in a residential area with one 

or two family members running the business. Spare bedrooms are set aside for guests and the hosts serve 

breakfast. 

Familv-run Operations 

Family-run establishments consist of small lodges or inns that are owned and operated by a host family. The 

hosts live on site and might join the guests for breakfast. 

Commercial Operations 

Larger commercial establishments consist of blocks of apartment suites, cabins, motels, or hotels. The owners 

usually don't live on site, and there is no interaction with a host family. 

8 
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BLAIR HOUSE 

Blair House is a respite from today's busy world. A 

lovely, eight-room inn nestled on 85 acres of gorgeous Texas 

Hill Country, Blair House offers a healthy dose of southern 

hospitality and an appealing listof leisure activities. 

Guest rooms have private baths, luscious linens, nice 

views, CD players, fresh flowers, and fine chocolates. Rates 

for guest rooms are double occupancy and include delectable 

breakfast, evening dessert with complimentary wine, and use 

of all facilities. Common areas include a large living room, 

dining room, TV room, library, sauna, massage room and the 

great outdoors. 

The Blain House has two main buildings. The first 

being the main house consisting of a dining room, kitchen, 

office, TV room, three guest rooms with baths, one half 

bath, library, and living room which are all connected to 
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bath, library, and living room which are all connected to each 

other much like a normal residence would be arranged. The 

second building housed 4 more rooms, laundry room, and a 

heahh room. The innkeeper and proprietor of this B&B lives 

away from the guest in order to have privacy. 
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Fig 2.3—FLOOR PLAN 



HIDDEN CREEK BED & 
BREAKFAST CASE STUDIES 12 

INN ABOVE ONION CREEK 

This bed and breakfast provides the great atmosphere 

of the Texas Hill Country with the luxuries of life. 

The B&B consists of 2 main building. The first being 

a dog-run style which houses the kitchen, dining, pantry, 

lounge, and restrooms on the bottom floor. On the second 

floor, there are 3 separate suites, and the third floor houses 

one more suite, complete with a kitchen. The first building's 

organization requires guests to go outside to move from one 

room to the next. All guest rooms are connected to the out

side only. The second main building houses 6 separate rooms 

in two stories. 

Breakfast is served every morning and some dinners 

also upon request. There are many great public balconies 

and porches which allow the visitors to relax and enjoy the 

views. A pool if also provided for leisure. 

5!l><il:^^ii^' 
1 

Fig 2.4—EXTERIOR VIEW—MAIN HOUSE 
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HIGHPOINT MANOR 

Highpoint Manor was a single family residence that 

was converted into a B&B. The B&B consists of a main 

house, innkeeper's residence, and three guest cabins. The 

main house is comprised of four guest rooms (all with baths 

and private decks), kitchen, dining room, TV room, living 

room, and office. The innkeeper's residence is set aside from 

the rest of the complex to give them privacy. The three guest 

cabins provide a secluded environment and spectacular 

views. Each cabin has a bed, bathroom, sitting area, and a 

small kitchen. 
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THE BLANCO RIVER HOUSE 

The Blanco River House is the last of the four true 

B&B's in the Wimberley area. The main house of this B&B 

consists of five rooms (shared baths), lounge, dining room, 

kitchen, conference area, and sitting areas. 
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WIMBERLEY. TEXAS 

LOCATION 

Located on Ranch Road 12, in Hays County fifteen miles 

northwest of San Marcos, 45 miles southwest of Austin and 

60 miles northeast of San Antonio. Approximately 160 miles 

from Houston and 200 miles from Dallas. Located in the 

Texas Hill Country at the confluence of the Blanco River and 

Cypress Creek. 

Located in Hays County at 98degrees and OOminutes west 

longitude and SOdegrees and OOminutes north latitude. Hays 

is located on the north border between the Edwards Plateau 

and the souther Black Prarie region. 

CLIMATE 

Wimberley is full of hot summers and mildly cold winters. 

Averaging 300 days of sunshine a year and an annual rainfall 

37 inches. Frost dates are from November 30 through March 

2nd. 

Fig 2.9—VIEW OF HILL COUNTRY OF WIMBERLEY 
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POPULATION 

An estimated 9000 people are served by the Post Office in the 

town of Wimberley and it's surrounding areas. 

UTILITIES 

Water is supplied by Wimberley Water Supply, Aqua Source 

(Woodcreek), or private wells as is the case on the site 

chosen. Electricity is provided by Perdenales Electric 

Cooperative. Telephone service is supplied by General 

Telephone (GTE). Sanitary Sewage is handled by septic 

tanks and some sewer systems. 

vAvw.wimberleyonline.com 

http://vAvw.wimberleyonline.com
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WIMBERLEY, TEXAS— HISTORY 

Wimberley is located in the beautiful Texas Hill 

Country. The Blanco River and Cypress Creek are the local 

streams. When Hays County was organized in 1848 the site 

had a small trading post settlement. In 1856 William Carvin 

Winters, a veteran of the battle of San Jacinto, built a grist

mill on Cypress Creek, and the settlement came to be known 

as Winters' Mill. John M. and Nancy Winters Cude bought 

the mill in 1864, and the settlement then came to be known as 

Cude's Mill. On March 5, 1874, Pleasant Wimberley from 

Blanco County bought the mill from the Cudes for $8,000 in 

gold, and the settlement then came to be known as Wimber-

ley's Mill. On January 19, 1880, San Marcos postmaster Al

fred von Stein made application for a post office to serve the 

community. He submitted the name Wimberleyville and rec

ommended Robert Moore as first postmaster, but the name 

granted was simply Wimberley. 
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The Wimberley mill served as a lumber mill, shingle mill, 

gristmill, flour mill, molasses mill, and cotton gin. It ceased 

operation in 1925 and was demolished in 1934. In 1985 Wim

berley had three schools, eleven churches, and fifty busi

nesses, including a bank on the site of the old mill. The cli

mate and setting make the community a health center and re

sort town. Its location near Austin and San Marcos makes it 

attractive to commuters. Tourism is a major industry in the 

area. A "Market Days" flea market is held each Saturday 

from April through November. A rodeo lasting several days 

is held to celebrate the Fourth of July each year. Just outside 

Wimberley is the incorporated development of Woodcreek, 

with an eighteen-hole championship golf course. In 1990 the 

population of Wimberley was 2,403. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Dudley Richard Dobie, A Brief Historj' of Hays 
County and San Marcos, Texas (San Marcos, 1948). Dorothy Wimberley 
Kerbow, Wimberley; Historic Belle of the Blanco (Austin: Eakin Press, 
1995). Frances Stovall et al.. Clear Springs and Limestone Ledges: A His
tory of San Marcos and Hays Count>' (San Marcos: Hays County Histori
cal Commission, 1986). 

Fig 2.I4WIMBERLEY MILL—1856 



BREAKI-ASr CONTEXT & SITE 

'J 

i ,-»««' 

HAYS COUNTY— LOCATION 

Hays County (K-14) occupies an area of 693.5 square 

miles in south central Texas; the center of the county is at 98° 

00' west longitude and 30°00' north latitude, twenty-three 

miles southwest of Austin. The county is located on the bor

der between the Edwards Plateau and the southern Black 

Prairie region. The Balcones Escarpment divides it into hilly, 

tree-covered ranch country in the northwest three-quarters 

and grassy, agricultural plains in the southeast quarter. The 

principal natural grasses are big bluestem and Indian grass; 

trees commonly associated with Central Texas-including live 

oak, cedar, pecan, and mesquite-are indigenous to Hays 

County. The elevation rises from east to west, varying from 

600 to over 1,400 feet. The county's numerous streams gener

ally flow in an easterly direction; the principal waterways are 

Bear, Cypress, and Onion creeks and the Blanco and San 

Marcos rivers. The Edwards Aquifer underlies the eastern 

area, where San Marcos Springs, the second largest in Texas, 
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delivers over 102 million gallons daily. The soil varies from 

thin limestone to black, waxy, chocolate, and grey loam. The 

mean annual rainfall is 33.75 inches. The average maximum 

temperature in July is 96° F; the average minimum tempera

ture in January is 40°. Hays County has a growing season of 

254 days. 

The many springs in the area that is now Hays County 

have attracted numerous visitors. Archeological findings indi

cate the presence of Paleo-Indian people near San Marcos 

Springs at least 8,000 years ago, and excavations at the 

Timmeron Site, west of Wimberley, reveal that Tonkawa In

dians practiced farming in the area around A.D. 1200. During 

the Spanish period the region lay at the edge of the main 

route from San Antonio to East Texas, the Old San Antonio 

Road. On March 1, 1848, the state legislature formed Hays 

County from territory formerly part of Travis County. County 

organization and the designation of San Marcos as county 

seat gave impetus to settlement; the population grew from 

387 in 1850 to 2,126 in 1860. 

JL' 

Handbook of Texas Online \\ u w isha utcxas edii 
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HAYS COUNTY— HISTORY 

The early settlers of Hays County were a mix of old 

Texans and Georgia and Arkansas immigrants. 

In 1880 the first Hays County rail line, built by the In

ternational-Great Northern Railroad, was completed to San 

Marcos from Austin; it later extended to San Antonio. An

other population boom followed the railroad. The county 

population nearly doubled, from 7,555 in 1880 to 14,142 in 

1900, and then remained virtually unchanged for the next 

fifty years, despite the influences of World War I and the de

pression of the 1930s. Even the economic stimulus of World 

War II had only momentary effect. Hays County 

remained predominantly agricultural; almost 90 percent of the 

mid-1960s farm income came from livestock. 

The ethnic and racial composition of Hays County is 

difficult to document with precision, but certain broad fea

tures emerge from the county's census history. One discerni

ble trend is a slow but consistent proportional decrease of 

.•;,i«» 

Fig 2.16 HILL COUNTRY SCENE 
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African Americans in the county. Slaves were a primary 

source of labor in the county's early history, and 

blacks constituted more than a third of the county population 

by the end of antebellum Texas. Just twenty years after the 

onset of the Civil War, however, fewer than 20 percent of the 

residents were black. The decrease slowed briefly during the 

Great Depression, but by 1950 the black population had 

dropped to less than 10 percent, and by the 1980 census it 

amounted to less than 3 percent. There is still less data re

garding another major ethnic group in the county, Mexican 

Americans. The few available figures suggest that Hispanics 

have constituted roughly a third of the population since 1930. 

The most reliable information, that from the 1980 and 1990 

censuses, shows Hispanic-surnamed residents as 30.5 percent 

and 27.8 percent, respectively, of the population. 

Since early in the century. Hays County has enjoyed a 

steady influx of tourists attracted by the caves, springs, and 

spas of Wimberley and San Marcos. Aquarena Springs and 

Fig 2.17—RIVER TUBING 
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Wonder Caves are particularly well known. Camp Ben 

McCulloch, near Driftwood, was organized in 1896 as a site 

for reunions of the United Confederate Veterans; their de-

scendents continue the annual tradition. More recently, the 

county caught the attention of environmentalists. Ezell Cave, 

a watery cavern in San Marcos, is the habitat of several rare 

animal species, including the Texas blind salamander, and six 

of the ten known varieties of aquatic cave fauna are found 

only in this cave and its underground waters. 

During the 1970s and 1980s growth in the northern 

and eastern parts of the county was influenced by the expand

ing Austin metropolitan area and the Austin-San Antonio ur

ban strip along Interstate Highway 35. In 1973 Hays County 

became part of the Austin Metropolitan Statistical Area. In 

addition to the county seat, San Marcos, which had a popula

tion of 28,743 in 1990, other county population centers are 

Wimberley (1990 population, 2,403) Kyle (2,225), Buda 

(1,795), Dripping Springs (1,033), and Hays (252). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Mary Starr Barkley, A History of Central Texas (Austin: Austin 
Printing, 1970). 

Dudley Richard Dobie, A Brief History of Hays County and San 
Marcos, Texas (San Marcos, 1948). San Marcos Record. 
September 25, 1936. Bella 

French Swisher, "Historical Sketch of Hays County," American 
Sketch Book 4 (1878). 

Tula Townsend Wyatt, Historical Markers in Hays County (San 
Marcos, Texas: Hays County Historical Commission, 
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Fig 2.18—MAP OF TEXAS HILL COUNTRY 
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Fig 2.19—MAP OF HAYS COUNTY AND SURROUNDING AREA 
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Characteristics of a Successful Host. Open your own bed and 
brealcfast. 

-Knowing and appreciating community and region 
-Be enthusiastic about meeting new people 
-Enjoy preparing for entertaining 
-Can sense ordinary needs of others 
-Can talce rislcs 
-Likes keeping home in good order 
-Has a wide range of interests 
-Sees others as generally trustworthy 
-Can get excited about the interests of others 
-Is accustomed to having company at home 
-Communicates directly and diplomatically 
-Organizes time and schedules realistically 
-Infuses home with personality and comfort 
-Allows others the privacy they desire 
-Pays attention to details but is not fussy 
-Maintains significant nonbusiness friendships 
-Is flexible, can roll with the punches 
-Has a good sense of humor 
-A family free of alcohol or drugs 

The architect would assist the clients in designing and 

building their home/ business which would consist of private 

space for the client's personal lives and public space for the 

use and operation of a Bed & Breakfast. 

Fig 2.22—MANSION ON MAIN B&B 

nr}!iiiMMM>MiMM!ii!fif![i!i|M!iM!]ii'iiiiiiH; 

Fig 2.23 VICTORIAN B&B 
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The studies of schematic design in this chapter have 

proven a successful endeavor. Many different stud

ies were done to try and develop a successful layout 

of buildings on the site. Also building layouts such 

as the main house and guest rooms have been de

fined. 

SUMMARY 31 
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This 5.00 acre site is composed of a bluff, easement, two gul

lies, and river frontage. The high bluff is a heavily wooded 

area which is very steeply sloped towards the southern part. 

The private access easement provides access to nine other lots 

further down Hidden Creek Rd. Without this easement ac

cess to each of these lots would be impossible because of the 

severity of the sloping bluff. The limestone driveway was 

placed by a previous owner and provides access from the 

easement to the lower portion of the site. The two run-off 

gullies provide areas where water can be diverted around 

buildings and into the creek below. Water frontage on Lone-

man Creek provides great opportunities for guests, family, 

and friends. The creek varies from 6 ft to 14 ft in depth. 
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This site slopes dramatically from the roadside to the creek 

side. The bluff on top of the site gives excellent opportunity 

for beautiful views. The easement that goes through the site 

provides ample accessibility to the site. The lower portion of 

the site is relatively flat until it drops off towards the river. 

SlT* S*^Tt»H 
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Fig 3.2—SITE SECTION 



HIDDEN CREEK BED <V: 
BREAKFAST CONCEPTUAL DESIGN STUDIES 34 



HIDDEN CREEK B 
BREAKFAST CONCEPTUAL DESIGN STUDIES 35 

This layout designates the guest rooms to be included 

in one main building apart from main house. Also included is 

a separate garage. This design would allow guests to have 

their own private porch with views of the creek and private 

access to their rooms. The innkeepers would reside in the 

main house as well as all the main kitchen, guest dining 

room, and guest lounge room. 
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Guest rooms or cabins are arranged in cluster type for

mation in middle of property. This organization of cabins 

would give guests more privacy in an intimate setting with 

their own building, but with limited views of the creek. The 

innkeepers would live in the main house and all cooking, din

ing, and guest relaxing would be provided for and done in the 

main house. 
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The guest room layout drawn here would allow the 

buildings to be built in a row, making it easier on creating 

plumbing walls as well as the layout on the site. The layout 

on the site would provide each room an opportunity for a 

view of the creek. m 
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This main house layout would give the lounge, li

brary, and dining room view out to the creek. The guests 

rooms would close in and create an outdoor courtyard area. 

An advantage to this layout is the courtyard would allow 

guest to congregate for relaxing or for parties to be held. The 

main disadvantage of this layout would be the elimination of 

views for the guests from their room. 
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Fig 3.9—MAIN HOUSE LAYOUT #1 
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This layout still provides the lounge, library, and din

ing room with views of the river but switches the orientation 

of the guest rooms. The rooms would open up to the rest of 

the site in order to give guests possible views of the creek. 
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Fig 3.10—MAIN HOUSE LAYOUT #2 
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Fig 3.11—ANALYSIS MATRIX 
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The Texas Hill Country has a unique flavor and style 

all to itself Sometimes consisting of limestone masonry, log 

cabins, tin roofs, stucco walls, large porches or decks, stone 

walls, cedar trees, river and mountainous areas, and scenic 

views. Wimberley itself has dubbed itself "a little bit of 

heaven". Therefore, Critical Regionalism and/or Contextual

ism are likely to be two major theories in this thesis project. 

The creek access, bluff views, density of trees, adja

cency to neighbors, and site slope are all possible contextual 

considerations for this particular site. The deed restrictions 

for River Mountain Ranch will also mandate the style or type 

of architecture. It states that the first floor of any building 

must be some form of 

masonry and be contiguous to the natural and native architec

ture of the area. 

Fig 3.12—LIMESTONE MASONRY 

Fig 3.13—LOG CABIN 
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TOTAL PROJECT COSTS 

Low Ouartile Median Higti Ouartile 

$667,000 $895,000 $1,155,000 

SUB-DISCIPLINE COSTS 

Site Worlc 
Equipment 
Plumbing 
Heat & Ventilation 
Electrical 
Total M & E 

Low Ouartile 

$82,000 
$17,000 
$44,000 
$23,000 
$39,000 

$185,000 

Median 

3118,000 
$28,000 
$61,000 
$45,000 
$58,000 

$238,000 

High Ouartile 

$191,000 
$47,000 
$78,000 
$50,000 
$81,000 

$267,000 
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THESIS STATEMENT 

Critical Regionalism provides a viable approach to 

Hill Country Architecture. 

DESIGN PROBLEM 

This thesis project will examine and demonstrate Hill 

Country architecture of Wimberley, TX with the relationship 

it holds with the design of a Bed & Breakfast. 

RESEARCH PROBLEM 

The use of primarily masonry and timber construction 

of the Hill Country of Texas provides a basis upon which to 

evaluate the aspects of regional architecture and it's affect on 

the environment. 
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The overall purpose of this thesis project is ideally to study, evaluate, and express that a bed and breakfast and the 

style of hill country architecture create a perfect union in Wimberley, TX. 

Bed and breakfasts have been popping up all over the United States, and many of them are being created out 

of existing historical homes. However, a new B&B can be erected with all of the amenities and even a possibility for more. 

Some aspects are the same in both, including, kitchens and dining rooms large enough to prepare, make, and serve a large 

number of people, lobby or lounge area for guests to relax outside of their room, and private baths are all important. In a 

new B&B some special aspects can be achieved such as, larger rooms, more up to date amenities in bathrooms, larger and 

newer kitchens and appliances, private balconies or decks, etc. 

Hill Country architecture is a recognizable style throughout much or Texas and the Southwest outside of Wimber

ley. Some major aspects and issues that are identified by this style include, stone masonry, heavy timber construction, 

rough timber construction, spacious rooms, tin roofs, large porches, etc. Limestone masonry is a popular choice among 

many for interior or exterior walls, columns, and chimneys. The same thing is apparent with timber construction. Many 

architects and clients chose to use timber trusses to create dramatic entries or spacious cathedral ceilings in the living room. 

Some others even choose to use stripped cedar trees for porch supports or columns. Another popular choice is the use of 

metal roofs. Many choose this material because many times it requires very little maintenance with years of protection. 
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Regionalism consists of three phases, of which the first phase is that which emerged in the eighteenth cen

tury in opposition to what was then perceived as the exaggerated uniformity, regularity, regimentation of Renaissance and 

seventeenth century neo-Platonism, Vitruvianism, and classicism. The ideals of this phase include uniqueness, particular

ity, distinctiveness, and variety. The second phase is sometimes seen as an intensification of the original characteristics but 

which is termed historical regionalism, enters into the world at the end of the eighteenth century. The third phase, which is 

what we use today, is labeled Critical Regionalism. Alexander Tzonis, professor of architecture at T.U. Delft, and Liane 

Lefaivre, co-author and lecturer, in their article "The Grid and the Pathway" first coined the term Critical Regionalism in 

1981. The idea of the use of regionalist architecture being used as a means of criticizing post war modem architecture was 

first put forth by Tzonis, Lefaivre, and A. Alofsin in "Die Frage des Refionalismus," But more recently, the subject is asso

ciated with Kenneth Frampton. 

Kenneth Frampton establishes seven categories or "attitudes" for outlining Critical Regionalism which allow a dis

cussion to be brought up to further define this topic. They are (1) the dialectic between culture and civilization, (2) the re

sistant nature of place-form, (3) the opposing supplementation of visual-tactile, (4) myth versus the reality of a region, (5) 

the coexistence of artificial and natural, (6) the value of information and experience, and (7) architectonics. Frampton then 

defines Critical Regionalism as "a recuperative, self-conscious, critical endeavor." Frampton feels that Critical Regional

ism should not be stuck on the style but go beyond it. The factors of locality and climate, etc. should not be the defining 

elements of a certain region. 

Frampton finds his philosophical ground in Paul Ricoeur's theory that technology has homogenized the world by 

55 I 
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facilitating the spread of a single mediocre culture. Since architecture is not easily adapted to the processed of mass pro

duction, Frampton considers it an effective means to resist this globalizing force through connections to a particular place, 

climate, and cuhure. Also Critical Regionalism is used as a focal point for creating architecture of resistance, one which 

answers the quest of Paul Ricoeur "how to become modern and return to the sources." In Frampton's essay "Towards a 

Critical Regionalism", American examples are left out, and the buildings that are cited as examples participate more with 

each other than with their individual locales. This may possibly be a result of the fiising forces of mass media and the ex

panding multinational scale of finance and the construction industry surely allows little regional heritage to recover. In the 

United States, the large size, low budget, and rapid schedule of most present-day developments fiirther lessen against the 

kind of mindful design that Frampton orders. Although citing certain examples of American architecture, such as Venturi's 

Nantucket houses or Michael Graves's library at San Juan Capistrano, the postmodern use of regionalism rarely extends be

yond surface image, such designs are mere fabrications without any real cultural roots. And given the conciliatory ambi

tions of most designers, only occasionally do these designs gain a self-consciously critical dimension. More often they 

seem to be the architectural equivalents to conservative yearnings for a simpler American past. Critical Regionalism still is 

somewhat difficuh to understand and nearly impossible to visualize. It has to be understood as a marginal practice, one 

which, while it is critical of the modernization, nonetheless still refiases to let go the fi-ee and progressive aspects of the 

modern architectural legacy. A manifestation is made by Critical Regionalism, one which rather than emphasizing the 

building as a freestanding object places the stress on the territory to be established by the structure. It becomes critical 

through the appropriate use of available technology and becomes believable through design at the level of the construction 

.i. 
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detail. Critical Regionalism tends to flourish in those cultural splits, which in one way or another are able to escape the op

timizing thrust of universal civilization. D. Kristine Woolsey states in her viewpoint essay on Critical Regionalism, "it is a 

process through which we can generate our own appropriate "ism," an architecture of space, time and ideals. It is not a the

ory of from. Critical Regionalism is a theory of process." 
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The different design techniques and strategies I will 

use in order to ftilly define this research problem are various 

graphic design methods. Some of which are, trace paper 

study overlays, quick perspective sketches, study models, and 

3D computer modeling. 
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Several different design studies were done in order to 

thoroughly investigate the exact design needed for this prob

lem. 

After several site studies were done (fig 6.1-6.4), the 

layout of the site changed from an open feel to one that cre

ated a certain atmosphere that would surely help the longevity 

of the bed & breakfast. 

The total number of buildings on the site has changed 

from a total of two to eight. There is now a main house, inn

keeper's cabin, two guest cabins, and four guest room build

ings. 
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After the site studies were done, and the layout was 

changed, the fioor plan for the buildings needed to be 

changed. The main house became the main building on the 

site (fig 6.17) composing of the guest lounge, dining room, 

kitchen, library, pantry, bathrooms, and utility room. The 

guest rooms and the innkeeper's quarters were moved into 

their own separate buildings. The innkeeper's cabin now 

houses the owner's living room, kitchen, bedroom, bath, ga

rage, utility, workshop as well as the main office. The build

ing that now houses the guest rooms has been designed to in

clude three separate guest rooms (fig 6.11), each with their 

own semi-private patio area giving them a view to the river or 

courtyard area of the site. Two of the rooms can be joined 

with an interior door, allowing to better accommodate fami

lies. 

Several elevation studies (6.5-6.10) for the main 

house were also done in order to create the contextual hill 

country feel to the bed & breakfast. 
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Fig 7.2—MAIN HOUSE DESIGN 
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Fig 7.4—MAIN HOUSE DESIGN 
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FIG 7.5—ELEVATION STUDY 
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Several studies were done on the layout of the rooms for the 

guests. The main design focus was to create a guest room 

which had privacy as well a view to the creek. Based on that 

idea, the room were then shifted alongside each other (fig 

6.11). The previous layout (fig 3.12) did not give the guests 

any privacy outside their room. The shifting of the rooms 

created a private patio area in which the guests could sit and 

converse or have an un-obstructed view of the river. 

Fig 7.8—ROOM LAYOUT 
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The original design for the 

main house floor plan created an out

door courtyard (fig 6.13) but with the 

design development and design stud

ies, the final floor plan was changed 

and inspired by the "dog run" style 

house. The "dog run" of the main 

house is angles outward which gives 

the guests a broadening view of the 

creek as they approach. 

l i - ! 

Fig 7.9—MAIN HOUSE FLOOR PLAN 

Fig 7.10—MAIN HOUSE FLOOR PLAN 

Fig 7.11—MAIN HOUSE FLOOR PLAN 

Fig 7.12—MAIN HOUSE FLOOR PLAN 
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The final design of this bed & breakfast came out to 

be a successfiil one. The overall layout of the site including 

the cabins providing guests with privacy as well as vast views 

of the hill country. The main house creates a central location 

to which the guests can relax, eat, read, or congregate in or 

around in order to enjoy their stay. The innkeeper's cabin 

creates a release for the proprietor's in order for them to have 

their own privacy. The maximizing the number of guest 

rooms on the site creates an interior courtyard area with the 

opportunity for a campfire pit for evening parties or events. 

The number of rooms also allows for more guests to be ac

commodated which also adds to the overall uniqueness of the 

bed & breakfast. 
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After the design problem was defined and finished, I 

believe that the original hypothesis was correct in stating that 

the Hill Country architecture of Texas could and did easily 

help define the uniqueness and sense of place that a success-

fill bed & breakfast needs. The regional materials, such as 

limestone masonry and heavy timbers, create interior as well 

as exterior opportunities to design exciting spaces where 

guests of the B&B could relax and enjoy the hill country at

mosphere. 
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FIG 8.4—SECOND FLOOR PLAN 
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FIG 8.10—FLOOR PLAN 

FIG 8.11— SOUTH ELEVATION 

FIG 8.13-- WEST ELEVATION j 
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FIG 8.19— VIEW FROM CREEK FIG 8.20— MODEL—INTERIOR 
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