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But your dead will live 
their bodies will rise. 

You who dwell in the dust 
wake up and shout for joy. 

-Isaiah 26:19 
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abstract 

Abstract 

Thesis Statement: Architecture, as a place of spiritual waking, can embody 
Truth that liberates one from a condition of death into life through the 
intentional and meaningful union of mass, void, and monstrous detail, 
revealed in light. 

Thesis: n. a placing, position, proposition; a proposition maintained or defended in 
argument; an unproved statement assumed; as a premise; postulate; a 
consequence of a hypothetical proposition. 

Waking: v. to rouse from inactivity, lethargy, apathy and especially death. 
Truth: n. that which spans across all people in all places for all times. It is eternal and 

transcendent. The Author of all that exists; the Giver of Life. 
Death: n. to be separated from Truth; a condition of the spirit, being lost with eternal 

consequences. 
Life: n. to be reconciled to Truth; to etemalh abide in a state of meaningful existence 

and purpose. 
Union: n. two or more elements in relationship together, joined into a state of oneness. 
Monstrous: adj. [<L monstare = to show] demonstrative and expressive of the divine, 

the invisible and sublime. 

Life is more than that which moves in the physical world. Many walk around in a 
live body of flesh and yet are dead. While on the earth we have hope in waking from our dead 
condition. Architecture can facilitate a medium for Truth to whisper deep within the lost soul 
and draw it toward the Light of Life to receive a new sense of purpose, direction and wonder 
here on earth and in the eternal realm. Order has provided for architecture to be able, with the 
mass of structure and the voids in between, to become a language and instrument of holistic 
healing to all of humanity. 

Context 
Cultural: The multi-diverse culture of the North American continent. 
Psychological: Those who come in a state of suffering and desolation, needing a 

waking from death in which to find their meaningful existence and life. 
Built: The immediate site is located in Colorado Springs, Colorado on the northwest 

comer of Centennial Bldv. and Fillmore Street with easy access to and from 1-25. 
Natural: Nestled in the rolling foothills east of Pikes Peak Mountain, the site has low 

vegetation with a steep hill sloping down to a creek flowing through the west end 
of the property. 

Scope of Project 
Facility description: A Comprehensive Cancer Hospice for all ages and types of people 

ailing and threatened with terminal cancer related illnesses. 
Facility occupancy: 20 in-patients. 12 staff. 20 families over-night-stay. 
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preface 

Preface 

In this present age, the spirit of architecture is in a 
condition of neglected potential: abandoned among societ\'s 
malnouri.shed souls. Devoured in a churning sea of the 
superficial quest for life, the spirit of architecture with 
humanity has been plundered of its virtue and eminence. 
Amongst all this is a glimmer of conscious searching for the 
basic essence and need of man. calling for a re-exploring 
and redefining of the traditional. However, even there 
remains a prevalent void that needs to be filled within the 
nature to behold a totality of man's meaning and existence. 

Philosophical pluralism has been married to the 
premises and value system of the Postmodern. It has 
inherited the attitudes of relativism and stripped away at the 
integrity and soul of society and humanity. At the center of 
this paradox is man. Man has lost his grasp on the meaning 
of existence and his purpose in life. Lfis depraved heart has 
caused his perception of himself and his world to be 
distorted. The individual has a desire and need to know his 
meaning of existence, but this desire is often snuffed out by 
the immediate desire to fulfill the pleasures of the material 
world. Something within him calls, but this is not enough. 
Truth must reach out and grab his inner being. It must 
reveal itself and enlighten the one so that his spirit can be 
wakened fi-om the dead. Otherwise he is left in his own 
depravity and must create some kind of elusive goals or be 
engulfed in overwhelming despair at the seeming 
meaninglessness of life. 

It is the endeavor of this thesis to minister truth, 
hope and love to the malnourished souls and depraved 
hearts of humanity by uncovering the meaning of man's 
existence and discovering the relationship betw>een man and 
architecture. Living and corporeal architecture embodies 
the meaning of man's existence. Meaning for man can onlv 
be realized through a personal and active relationship with 
the Living God. It is the mystery of God^ revealed and 

'Colossians 2:2,3, The Holy Bihle-The New International Version, (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1984). 

L m enyart a place of\\aking 
. xi. 



^.^ 

I J ' " ^ -̂̂ '''̂ k£t4 

yJ5P-2 



preface 

empowered in the heart of the individual which becomes the 
ultimate unleashing of the spirit and embodiment of meaning 
in architecture. When architecture embodies meaning of the 
Divine Expression, it can facilitate a spiritual waking within 
the one who seeks Truth. For the one who seeks, he will 
find the love of God embracing him and healing his inner 
most being. 

This thesis will attempt to explore and demonstrate 
the power and expressive nature the spirit of architecture 
possesses. Architecture is able to stand as the intercessor to 
the immeasurable realm. For all who dwell within its 
presence, this architecture aroues a change in 
consciousness, revealing the invisible and evoking an 
emotional response through the built mass of structure and 
the spatial experience of the voids in between. Light shines 
upon its structure and casts a shadow revealing and 
concealing sculpted textures and details that bring about 
wonderment, mystery and delight. The place created 
becomes a transcendent language to the whole being of 
man. 

This thesis manifests itself in a place of spiritual 
restoration and transformation of those who suffer the 
physical, social, spiritual and emotional pain of cancer and 
its grueling treatment. It becomes a place facilitating 
holistic healing within the individual while celebrating the 
sacred departure of the terminally ill. It becomes an 
environment where the individual is raptured and enveloped 
in the love of God and the compassion of others. It is where 
the dying find the value of their life and impart it to others; 
where they breach the wall of pain and suffering to find joy's 
journey to the eternal realms. It reaches out to all that 
desire to partake of the Tree of Life- and find their place of 
waking. 

-TZ 
"Revelation 22:14, The Holy Biblc-The New International Version. (New York: Oxford L'ni\ersity 

Press. 1984). 
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But suppose the walls rise 
towards heaven in such a way 
that I am moved. I perceive 
your intentions. Your mood has 
been gentle, brutal, charming, 
or noble. The stones you have 
erected tell me so. You fix me 
to the place and my eyes regard 
it. They behold something that 
expresses a thought. A thought 
which reveals itself without 
word or sound, but solely by 
means of shapes which stand in 
a certain relationship to one 
another. These shapes are such 
that they are clearly revealed in 
light. They are a mathematical 
creation of the mind. They are 
the language of architecture .... 
you have established 
relationships which have 
aroused my emotions. 
This is architecture.^ 

Kenneth Frampton. (as quoted ft-om Le Corbusier) .Modern .Architecture: .4 Critical History. (New 
York: Thames and Hudson inc., 1985). p. 149. 
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thesis statement 

Thesis Statement: Architecture, as a place of spiritual 
waking, can embody Truth that liberates 
one from a condition of death into life 
through the intentional and meaningful 

union of mass, void, 
and monstrous detail, 

revealed in light. 
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thesis research the human condition 

The Human Condition 

But I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law 
of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
(Romans 7: 23-24) 

The human condition is one of 'lostness'. We 
have lost our sense of self We have lost our meaning 
of existence. In reaching for freedom and liberation, we 
have redefined their essence in the perception of our 
reality, only to find ourselves trapped, imprisoned by 
the very words and things we thought would free us. 
We have forsaken the eternal beauty to cohabitate with 
the temporal, having been suspended in a near state of 
limbo. 

Created as whole beings by an omniscient and 
omnificent designer of all that exists in the measurable 
and immeasurable realms, we once contained the 
completeness of perfection. This perfection was the 
thorough embodiment of the image of the designer; the 
image that is transcribed in man as a physical, 
emotional, mental and spiritual being. The physical 
being is in the realm of the flesh. It is all that is seen 
with the human eye and all that is measurable, giving us 
pleasure and pain. The emotional being manifests itself 
as the human heart where our passions and pride of life 
flow forth and where the deepest kind of pain can be 
felt. The mental being is the mind's realm that extends 
past the limits of the physical and emotional being. It is 
the dwelling abode of both the logical and creative. 
The spiritual realm of being is the most intriguing and 
yet least understood. This realm is truly immeasurable. 
There are no limits of the spirit once it is alive. This is 
the realm of man's very essence. This is the place of 
connection, the place of ultimate intimacy with the 
Creator. This is also the realm, the aspect of man that 
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thesis research ,he human condition 

has been abandoned, left dead on the wayside at man's 
very own action. It has been left broken and unwhole 
casting an obscure and incomplete image of its 
designer. 

Since the Fall of man, man has been disengaged 
from Truth. Sin entered his heart and infested all 
creation, leaving nothing untouched, both visible and 
invisible. 'Sin' transcends any relative definition in 
human terms of 'good' and 'bad'. The Greek word for 
'sin,' borrowed by Christian theology, conveys not just 
the idea of trangression of violation but embodies the 
concept of missing the mark, or falling short of the goal. 
The mark or goal is something removed from the being 
of man and his realm of reality. It is sacred, 
transcendent and eternal. The mark is Truth. Sin is to 
be disengaged from Truth. "Sin is not only a series of 
actions, it is also an attitude that ignores that law of 
God. But it is even more than a rebellious attitude. Sin 
is a state of heart, a condition of our inmost being. It is 
a state of corruption, of vileness, yes, even of filthiness 
in God's sight."' "One of the most damning indictments 
of mankind is found in Isaiah 53:6: 'we all, like sheep, 
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way.' 
Each of us has turned to his own way. That is the very 
essence of sin, the very core of it-going our own way."^ 

God formed man out of the dust of earth and 
breathed life into him. Man became a living soul with a 
living spirit. Before the Fall, man was naked and 
unashamed. There was no perverseness in hiin. 
Created in the image of God, he was rational, 
intellectual and creative. He was given charge over the 
animal kingdom to nurture and name all of the li\ ing 
creatures. He walked alongside and communed with the 
LORD^ God in the garden. After the Fall, man hid 
from God [Truth] blaming ever>'one but himself for his 
disobedience and depravity, even the LORD God. 

k m cnyiiri a place of waking 
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thesis research the human condition 

Genesis 2: 15-17 

The Test of Obedience 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God 
commanded the man. "You are free to eat from any tree in 
the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die. "* 

Genesis 3: 1-19 

The Temptation and Fall 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman. "Did God 
really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden"^" 
The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the 
trees in the garden, but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit 
from the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or 
you will die.'" 

"You will not surely die, " the serpent said to the woman. 
"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil. " 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also ga\-e some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

Then the eves of both of them were opened, and they realized 
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves. 

The Divine Interrogation 

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God 
as He was walking in the garden in the cool of the day. and 
they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
But the LORD God called to the man. "Where are you'^" 
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thesis research the human condition 

He answered, "/ heard you in the garden, and I was afraid 
because 1 was naked; so I hid. " 

And He said, "Who told you that you were naked"^ Have you 
eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eatfrom'i'" 

The man said, "The woman you put here with me-she ga\e me 
some fruit from the tree, and I ate it. " 

Then the LORD God said to the woman. "What is this you have 
done?" 

The woman said. "The serpent deceived me, and I ate. " 

Adamic Covenant - the Promise of Redemption 

So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you hcn-e done 
this, 

"Cursed are you above all the livestock 
and all the wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 
and you will eat dust 
all the days of your life. 

And I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and hers; 

He will crush your head, 
and you will strike His heel." 

To the woman He said, 
"I will greatly increase you pains in childbearing; 

with pain you will give birth to children. 
Your desire will be for your husband, 

and he will rule over you. " 

To Adam He said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate 
from the tree about which I commanded you. 'You must not eat 
of it,' 

"Cursed is the ground because of you; 
through painful toil you will eat of it 
all the days of your life. 

It will produce thorns and thistles for you. 
and you will eat the plants of the field. 

By the sweat of your brow 
you will eat your food 

until you return to the ground, 
since from it you were taken: 

k m cnvart 
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thesis research the human condition 

for dust you are 

and to dust you will return. "^ 

At this moment, man died. It would appear that 
God changed and decided to turn man into a mortal 
being instead of killing him on that day. There are two 
principle thoughts of deception in that assumption. 
First, God does not change, nor does the proclamation 
of His word, "for when you eat of it \ou will surely 
die." The problem lies in our perception and 
misunderstanding of death. Death can denote the act of 
the spirit departing from the mortal body, in which the 
flesh has ceased to live; but death is also a total 
separation from the Creator, a condition that restrains 
the spirit in a state of 'lostness,' corruption, and fear. 
Man died that very moment. The other false principle 
of thought is that God would "kill" him. On the 
contrary, by the very principle and consequence of truth 
and order, man died at his own hand. Kafka offers 
another view of this crucial moment that needs to be 
clarified: 

God said that Adam would have to die on 
the day he ate of the Tree of Knowlege. 
According to God, the instantaneous result 
of eating the Tree of Knowledge would 
be death; according to the serpent (at least 
it can be understood so), it would be equality 
with God. Both were wrong in similar ways. 
Men did not die, but became mortal; they did 
not become like God, but received the 
indispensable capacity to become so. Both 
were right in similar ways. Man did not die, 
but the paradisiacal man did; men did not 
become God but divine knowledge.^ 

This is not a true assessment o'i humanity's dilemma. 
What is true is that man died and he became mortal as a 
consequence of dying on that day. It is important to 
understand this truth and the principles behind it, so to 
understand the essence and nature o^ waking. 
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thesis research the human condition 

On thai day, the ver>- essence of man died, his 
spirit. Death is more than an action, it is a condition. 
From that day on, man would be conceived dead in his 
mother's womb. Therefore, in his birth, man is bom 
dead. Death being that of the most crucial condition, 
the creation separated from the Creator. If̂  death and 
life are antithetical, then true life is the reconciliation of 
creation to its Creator, Truth to the beholder. 

At this appointed moment, all of creation was 
infested with sin. Like a cancer through the body, the 
vile took over. Death and destruction became a part of 
the animal kingdom and the earth's natural realm. 
Violence grew up in man and all the living world. Like 
the cell attacked by cancer, so became sin, leaving not a 
trace of life for creation to replenish and revive itself. 
A vile, rotting flesh is left in its path. 

Where once man was whole, being a complete 
image of the designer, he now is debased and 
incomplete. His physical body knows death and decay, 
disease, fatigue and hunger. The human heart is 
depraved and deceitful, even unto itself, all of the time. 
From it flows forth the issues and desires of his selfish 
and naked spirit with its perverse nature. His mind has 
become hidden from truth and grows weary in thinking. 
He only sees dimly the knowledge of this world, and 
yet, does not care to seek truth with what he does know. 
He would rather align his philosophy with his lifestyle 
than form a lifestyle around true thinking. "...[He] spins 
a whole net of falsities around his spirit by the repeated 
consecration of his whole self to values that do not 
exist."'' Because of this, man is all to easily swayed into 
foolish things that, in actuality, rob life instead of enrich 
it. 

He has hut to remain busy with trifles; his 
preoccupation will serve as a dope. It will 
not deaden all the pain of thinking; but it 
will at least do something to blur his senses 
of who he is and of his utter insufficiency. 
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thesis research the human condition 

Pascal sums up his observaions with 
the remark: "distraction is the only thing 
that consoles us from our miseries and vet 
it is, itself, the greatest of our miseries. " 

Why? Because it "diverts" us, turns us aside 
from the one thing that can help us to begin 
our ascent to Truth. That one thing is the 
sense of our own emptiness, our poverty, our 
limitations, and of the inabiltiy of created 
things to satisfy our profound need for reality 
and for Truth. 

What is the conclusion to all this? We imprison 
ourselves in falsity by our love for the feeble, 
flickering light of illusion and desire. We 
cannot find the true light unless this false light 
be darkened.... Peace, true peace, is only to be 
found through suffering, and we must seek the 
light in darkness.^ 

Man must be released from his corrupted 
illusions through the revelation of Truth itself so that in 
its presence man is overwhelmed at its intensity, and 
freely desires to be liberated from his condition of 
death. Man's spirit is dry and lifeless. He needs to 
assuage his thirst at the soothing waters of the eternal 
well, and fill his lungs with the breath of heaven. 
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A Place of Waking.. 

A place of waking must stab at the source of 
man's condition not just passify the symptoms of 
disease, corruption, apathy, and hate. Man has a lack of 
identity and has lost the meaning of his existence. It 
must be understood how he came to this condition 
before a place of waking can embody the Truth that 
liberates man from his condition of death and restores 
his identity and meaning into an abundant life. 

m cnvart a place of waking 
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thesis research waking: the essence of healing 

Waking: the essence of Healing 

Bui He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities: 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, 

and by His wounds we are healed. 
(Isaiah 53: 5) 

Man is in desperate need for the liberation of 
his lost and tortured soul. His flesh daily decomposes 
as he flaunts it around masked under a veil of 
deception. Man is highly troubled and his spirit is 
contained as if buried in the graveyard of a depraved 
society, encased in a tomb of the vile flesh of his body. 
The damp, dark cold has closed in around him as he 
breaths in the vomitus odor of his rotting spirit. The 
tomb of his dead spirit holds nothing sacred, and knows 
nothing of life. The hope of waking and rising forth 
from this tomb of death, the hope of the true healing, 
lies within the one who seeks earnestly and finds 
himself drenched in the light of Truth, and 
overwhelmed by its countenance. "[This] Truth man 
needs is not a philosopher's abstraction, but God 
Himself.'" " Christ was not a wise man who came to 
teach a doctrine. He is God, Who became incarnate in 
order to effect a mystical transformation of mankind."'" 
" Reception of the word of God by faith initiates man's 
transformation. It elevates him above this world and 
above his own nature and transports his acts of thought 
and of desire to a supernatural level. He becomes a 
partaker of the divine nature, a Son of God. and Christ 
is living in him. From that moment forward, the door 
to eternity stands open in the depths of his soul, and he 
is capable of becoming contemplative. Then he can 
watch at the frontier of an abyss of light so bright that it 
is darkness. He will bum with desire to see the fullness 
of Light and will cry out to God. like Moses in the 
cloud on Sinai: " Show me Thy face!"" 

St. k m cnvart a place of waking 
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thesis research waking: the essence of healing 

In the short story. The Dream of a Ridiculous 

Man, Dostoevsky discloses the condition of the lost 

man, who is without meaning and tme purpose, and the 

joyous transformation of the soul wakened by the 

persistent presence of Truth 's countenance. 

/ did not feel any pain, hut it seemed as 
though with my shot everything within me was shaken and 
everything was suddenly extinguished, and a terrible 
darkness descended all around me. I seemed to have 
become blind and dumb. I was lying on something hard, 
stretched out full length on my back. I saw nothing and 
could not make the slightest movement. All round me people 
were walking and shouting. The captain was yelling in his 
deep bass voice, the landlady was screaming and—suddenly 
another hiatus, and I was being carried in a closed coffin. I 
could feel the coffin swaying and I was thinking about it. 
and for the first time the idea flashed through my mind that I 
was dead, dead as a doornail, that I could neither see nor 
move, and yet I could feel and reason. But I was soon 
reconciled to that and as usually happens in dreams, I 
accepted the facts without questioning them. 

And now I was buried in the earth. They all 
went away, and I was left alone, entirely alone. I did not 
move. Whenever before I imagined how I should be buried 
in a grave, there was only one sensation I actually 
associated with the grave, namely, that of damp and cold. 
And so it was now. I felt that I was very cold, especially in 
the tips of my toes, but I felt nothing else. 

I lay in my grave and. strange to say, I did 
not expect anything, accepting the idea that a dead man had 
nothing to expect as an incontestable fact. But it was damp. 
I don 7 know how long a time passed, whether an hour, or 
several days, or many days. But suddenly a drop of water, 
which had seeped through the lid of the coffin, fell on tny 
closed left eye. It was followed by another drop, and so on. 
One drop every minute. All at once deep indignation blazed 
up in my heart, and I suddenly felt a twinge of physical pain 
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in it. "That's my wound, " I thought. Tt 's the shot I fired. 
There 's a bullet there. . . . " And drop after drop still kept 

falling every minute on my closed eyelid. And suddenly I 
called (not with my voice, for I was motionless, but with the 
whole of my being) upon Him who was responsible for all 
that was happening to me: 

"Whoever Thou art, and if anything more 
rational exists than what is happening here, let it, I pray 
Thee, come to pass here too. But if Thou art revenging 
Thyself for my senseless act of self-destruction bv the infamy 
and absurdity of life after death, then know that no torture 
that may be inflicted upon me can ever equal the contempt 
which I .shall go on feeling in silence, though my martyrdom 
last for aeons upon aeons'. " 

I made this appeal and was silent. The dead 
silence went on for almost a minute, and one more drop fell 
on my closed eyelid, but now I knew, and believed infinitelv 
and unshakably, that everything would, without a doubt, 
change immediately. And then my grave was opened. I 
don't know, that is, whether it was opened or dug open, but I 
was seized by some dark and unknown being and we found 
ourselves in space. I suddenly regained my sight. It was a 
pitch-black night. Never, never has there been such 
darkness! We were flying through space at a terrific speed 
and we had already left the earth behind us. I did not 
question the being who was carrying me. I was proud and 
waited. I was telling myself that I was not afraid, and I was 
filled with admiration at the thought that I was not afraid. I 
cannot remember how long we were flying, not can I give 
you an idea of the time; it all happened as it always does 
happen in dreams when you leap over space and time and 
the laws of nature and reason, and only pause at the points 
which are especially dear to your heart. All I remember is 
that I suddenly beheld a little star in the darkness. 

I suddenly caught sight of our sun! I hwM' 
that it could not possibly be our sun that gave birth to our 
earth, and that we were millions of miles envoy from our sun, 
but for some unknown reason I recognised with every fibre 
of my being that it was precisely the same sun as ours, its 
exact copy and tyvin. A sweet, nostalgic feeling filled my 
heart Mith rapture; the old familiar power of the same light 
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which had given me life stirred an echo in my heart and 
revived it, and I felt the same life stirring within me for the 
first time since I had been in the grave. 

The Waking 

Oh, how I longed for life, life! I lifted up tny 
hands and called upon eternal Truth—no, not called upon 
it, but wept. Rapture, infinite and boundless rapture 
intoxicated me. Yes, life and—preaching! I made up my 
mind to preach from that very moment and, of course, to go 
on preaching all my life. I am going to preach. I want to 
preach. What? Why, truth. For I have beheld truth. I have 
beheld it with mine own eyes, I have beheld it in all its 
glory! 

For I have beheld the Truth. I have beheld 
it, and I know that people can be happy and beautiful 
without losing their ability to live on earth. I will not and I 
cannot believe that evil is the normal condition among men. 
And yet they all laugh at this faith of mine. But how can I 
help believing it? I have beheld it—the Truth—it is not as 
though I had invented it with my mind; I have beheld it, I 
have beheld it, and the living image of it has filled my soul 
for ever. I have beheld it in all its glory and I cannot believe 
that it cannot exist among men. 

... Yet it is an old truth, a truth that has been 
told over and over again, but in spite of that it finds no place 
among men! "The consciousness of life is higher than life, 
the knowledge of happiness is higher than happiness "—that 
is what we have to fight against! And I shall, I shall fight 
against it! If only we all wanted it, everything could be 
arranged immediately. 

For once you have recognised the truth and 
seen it, you know it is the one and only truth and that there 
can be no other, whether you are asleep or awake.'" 

At the point of waking. Truth calls forth deep 

within man ' s entombed soul, just as Lazarus was called 

forth from the grave. Once hearing Christ 's voice, 

Lazarus awoke and sat up. Seeing the light, he drew 
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near, away from the false light of death and deception, 
to the tme light; stinging his eyes for a time until they 
acquired the ability to really see. Lazarus then 
approached Him whose voice rang out loud to come 
near and have his weighted bandages of old removed 
and replaced with a new garment that would adorn his 
once decaying flesh. It is then that he could see face to 
face the One who was embracing him and had given 
him life.'^ 

Restoration happens at the moment of waking as 
one is brought into the presence of God; he is then 
returned to his proper condition and place with a new 
identity.''* A rapturous melody of revelation transpires 
him, experienced in a new wholeness, a completeness 
of being—mind, body, heart and soul. A true healing 
occurs. Restitution is made at the expense of the 
Divine for the sake of the one.'^ All that was lost is 
now found and abundantly replenished. Death no 
longer reigns over the one. He is alive. 
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A Place of Waking.. 

A place of waking embodies the ver>' essence of 
healing, the transformation of one from out of death 
into life. It is a place of restoration and unity where 
rebirth arises with surprise, full of wonder. Fmbraced 
by the Divine, a place of waking ascends the soul to the 
eternal realms becoming a seat to the immeasurable. 
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Parable of the Lost Son 
(Luke 15: 11-24j 

Jesus continued; "There was a man who had 
Avo sons. The younger one said to his father. 
Father, give me my share of the estate. ' 
So he divided his property between them. 

"Not long after that, the younger son got 
together all he had, set off for a distant country 
and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
After he had spent everything, there was a severe 
famine in the whole country, and he began to be 
in need. So he went and hired himself out to a 
citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields 
to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with 
the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one 
gave him anything. 

"When he came to his senses, he said. 'How 
many of my father's hired men have food to 
spare, and here I am starving to death! I will 
set out and go back to my father and say to him; 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me like one of your hired men. ' So he got 
up and went to his father. 

"But while he was still a long way off. his 
father scm' him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him. 

"The son said to him. Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son. ' 

But the father said to his servants. 'Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the 
fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and 
celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found. ' So they 
began to celebrate. ^^ 
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thesis research meaning and existence of the one 

Meaning and Existence of the One 

We are more closely tied to the invisible than to the visible. " 
{Xovalis. 1713) 

Meaning and existence of the one flows from 
the etemal source of Truth. Discovering the divine 
presence of Truth is to reveal the origin of one's 
meaningful existence. In Truth, we were created with 
intention and purpose. As created beings we contain 
the image of God in our total being: mind, body, and 
spirit. Our existence and dwelling is in the bosom of 
the Creator, who lavishes us with His love in great 
delight. Our purpose is to be reconciled and united to 
Him; this occurs in the individual's place of waking, 
where one wakes from his condition of death by the 
power of Truth. For the one who desires, he will pass 
through the deep, dark waters to enter into rest with the 
Living God, breaching the wall of death to obtain that 
which is..."infinitely greater—the grace of God, which 
draws us powerfully upward to the infinite Truth and is 
refused to no one who desires it."^° 

At the waking, the individual becomes 
transformed into a life of love and morality. "But 
morality is not an end in itself Virtue, for a Christian, 
is not its own reward. God is our reward. The moral 
life leads to something beyond itself—to the experience 
of union with God, and to our transformation in Him."-' 
At the waking of the one, meaning and existence is 
expounded to the individual; purpose and life flood his 
soul. From here he can not contain himself Truth 
overwhelms his heart and over flows into his desire to 
share this revelation with others and the world, through 
proclamation and creative expression. 

The transcended man grasps meaning in his 
existence, a meaning that is beyond measurable 
comprehension and yet is obtainable through the 
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invisible realm. "Truth is reality itself, considered as 
the object of the intellect. The Truth man needs to 
know is the transcendent reality, of which particular 
truths are merely a partial manifestation."-- Spirituality, 
realized in Truth, then becomes the penetration of 
reality and not a retreat from it. 

The life of the transcended individual becomes a total 
expression and demonstration of and for God. The 
transcended life celebrates and embodies the Divine 
Expression, which is the mystery of God unveiled and 
empowered in the heart of the individual. His whole 
being is engaged to Truth; and with his whole being 
(mind, body and spirit) he reveals Truth to others. He 
communicates the embodiment of Truth within himself 
through creative, expressive form. "Art is the struggle 
to reveal truth through form, where form is the spiritual 
structure of the world."" 

...Mozart, who 'heard the whole world of 
creation enveloped by light'; he had heard, 
and causes those who have ears to hear, even 
today, what we shall not see until the end of 
time - the whole context of providence. As 
though in the light of this end, he heard the 
harmony of creation...He heard concretely, 
and therefore his compositions were and are 
total music. He was remarkably free from 
the mania for self-expression. He simply 
offered himself as the agent by which little 
bits of horn, metal, and catgut could ser\.'e 
as the voices of creation.^* 

Transcendence in the individual comes through 
true humility. True humility unveils a profound 
understanding of the individual and his existence with 
meaning while continually un\eiling revelations of the 
Divine and the invisible. The sublime nature of the 
transcended life is continually being unveiled and 
revealed because the spiritual search in the body never 
ceases. It is alive in the fullness of wonder, discovery, 
delight and stimulation of the senses. 
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A Place of Waking.. 

A place of waking is the image of the transcended 
individual; a body from which Tmth emanates. A place 
of waking takes on a divine image, containing meaning, 
and is full of life. It is a place of transformation that is 
continually being discovered, unveiled and renewed. 
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Meaning and Existence in Architecture 
a c h a n g e of c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d b e i n g u i i h i n t h e o n e 

- / believe it is possible to initiate and facilitate an awakening 
to one 's own spiritual depth potentials by modulating spatial means 

to invoke a mythological experience through architecture 
It is architecture created for an experience of wonder and mystery of the world.^^ 

- (Milosav Cekic) 

Meaning and existence in architecture is sought 
through the understanding of man's meaning and 
existence in the light of Tmth. Meaningful architecture 
embodies the divine, that which is the substance of 
man's being, and celebrates the art of living and the 
expression of human thought. Man gives existence to 
architecture, while architecture becomes an 'existential 
foothold' for humanity and the individual. 

When man is disengaged from Truth, his built 
environment lacks meaning and life, because he has lost 
his identity and meaning in his existence. His spirit is 
lifeless and desolate; therefore, his architecture 
becomes lifeless and without spirit. 

Architecture stands between ourselves 
and the world. If we define ourselves and 
the world as measurable, our architecture 
will be measurable cmd without spirit, but if 
we allow ourselves to be open to the meeting 
of the measurable and the immeasurable, 
our architecture can become a celebration 
of that meeting and the abode of the Spirit.-^ 

A waking must take place within the spirit of man so 
that architecture can be restored to its \irtue and 
eminence, uplifting that spirit of man and becoming an 
instrument of holistic healing. 
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Lost man needs to be wakened from his 
condition of death through a change in consciousness 
and a transformation of his spirit which occurs upon the 
revelation and acceptance of Truth. Therefore. Truth 
must be embodied and must emanate from within the 
body of architecture. This is achieved through the 
articulation of joints, details and use of materials to 
express the nature of constmction and to evoke an 
emotional response. Corporeal constmcting of built 
form, in which dimensions are of the human being 
(mind, body and spirit) as it relates to the form and use 
of the building, will achieve the expressed embodiment 
of Truth, as will the creation of relationships between 
its parts and the whole. Light is necessar>' to shine 
upon the structured mass, to give presence and life to 
the work of architecture and to reveal it for the 
imagination of the mind, edification of the body and 
inspiration of the spirit. 

As the body and being of the transcended 
individual reveals Truth, so can the body and spirit of 
architecture reveal Truth among its joints, materials and 
constructed form. Architecture, because it is created by 
man to contain man's image and meaning, holds the 
possibility of containing the image of the Divine as man 

" ^ 7 •• • 

reflects the Divine image.^ A work ot architecture 
created in the totality of man's existence contains mind, 
body, heart and spirit. This architecture pursues to 
make visible that which is invisible, and contains 
mystery, wonder, and delight. It is living and fleshly. 
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architectural issues 

• Image 

Hierarchy 

-a reflection and embodiment of Truth in architecture. 

goal: 

A place of waking should embody and emanate the 
Divine from out of its joints and details as well as its 
overall body of expression. 

potential response: 

The articulation of joints, details and the thoughtful 
selection and use of materials as to express human 
thought and meaning can embody Tmth, the Divine. 
This constmcting of architecture evokes an emotional 
response which changes the consciousness and, 
potentially, the being of the one into a living spirit. .4 
place of waking will be an image of Tmth. containing 
the Divine meaning and existence of man. It will 
become a medium for Truth to speak to the individual, a 
seat of the invisible to be revealed within that which is 
visible. The masterful control of light pours over the 
body of this architecture and penetrates into its mass 
revealing and concealing elements within its void 
causing myster>' and wonder at the contemplation of 
these experiences. Water will flow through its body 
stimulating the senses and bring a soothing effect. A 
place of waking will be fashioned by human thought 
and hands with an imprint of the Divine. 

-the ordering of elements; denoting their nature and 
proper place within the whole. 
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goal: 

A place of waking should articulate and express the 
nature of each space through the hierarchical order of 
forms as it relates to the entire body of architecture. 

potential response: 

Each space will be carefully molded to denote its place 
and nature in relation to the whole of the body of the 
building. The hierarchical establishment of form and 
spaces will create a high level of order for powerful 
visual stimulation. Through this ordering of space, a 
poetry of mass and void can be composed. The places 
of most importance within this facility will be of the 
most sacred, those set apart containing and reflecting 
man's meaning in the light of Tmth. These will have a 
strong articulation of form to draw the one experiencing 
the entire place continually back to these points of 
thoughtful expression because they embody the essence 
of the whole of a place of waking. 

Proportion 

-the comparative relation between the body and being 
of architecture and man. 

goal: 

A place of waking should be corporeal taking on 
anthropomorphic qualities. 

potential response: 

A place of waking will be formed around the dimension 
of the total being of man—mind, body and spirit. It 
will contain the impression of man's presence and 
perception of his being through space and the place he 
needs to find his identity and value within its body. It 
will be a mathematical composition of man's 
movement and dwelling, providing for the art of living. 
It is architecture responding in dialogue with man. 
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Brion Cemetery 
C a r l o S c a r p a 

fig. 1.18 

fig. 1.19 

For Carlo Scarpa, death becomes a celebration, 
and a journey into the realm of the unknowTi. Scarpa's 
detailing and design capture the consciousness of the 
beholder, inducing an illumination towards the 
immeasurable realms. His architecture is intentional 
and meaningful, beholding a healing quality that 
reaches that soul of man and stimulates the senses. 

Massive slopping walls denote the separation 
between the material world and the place of departure 
into the etemal immeasurable realm. Upon, entr\', one 
exhausts his flesh at the gate to be purified, passing 
onto sacred ground. While arousing curiosity and 
wonder, the gate stands as a great tempest causing one's 
body to bend over towards the ground in an almost fetal 
position to raise the gate along its track and enter in. 

Through the gate, one is drawn by a bright light 
at the end of the narrow path. Surfaces and textures 
become an element of arousing wonder, revitalization 
and preparation for an awakening of one's whole being. 
This is a highly masterful and sensual work of 
architecture that manipulates the soul to a heighten 
potential. It is powerful demonstrative architecture that 
exists outside of time, embodying the essence of man. 

fig- 1.20 fig 1.21 
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La Chapelle de Ronchamp 
Le Corbus ie r 

L a Chapelle de Ronchamp is a manifestation 
and demonstration of human thought uniting with 
divine expression within the visible realms. It becomes 
a seat of the immeasurable with man in between. 
Tension and tranquillity abide here at the same time, 
where the flesh is stripped and the spirit released. 
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This chapel is seen from afar, nestled upon the 
top of a hill, enticing pilgrims from all over to make the 
journey into its presence. Though the walk up the path 
may be an arduous chore, one finds the suffering of the 
flesh to be minuscule compared to the exhilaration that 
awaits them at the top. Once he catches the chapel in 
sight and starts to enter in, the real journey begins 
within his soul. 

One enters into this place from the north 
between two large masses that stand like grand erected 
columns; they are niches containing alters—a place of 
the sacred into which the light gently flows. Light 
bathes the interior with a mysterious and curious quality 
filling it with a graceful presence. Light is the critical 
entity to the experience of this place. It is the substance 
that makes the chapel whole and complete. It is the 
material element that denotes the spiritual presence of 
God, since God is Light. The light penetrates the space 
cleansing its inner being. It gives myster} to the 
structure, like the heavy roof that appears to float loftily 
upon the walls of its body. The windows filter the 
measurable realms so that only the sacred light may 
enter, while keeping the world and its distractions out. 
The light gives the texture of materials its life and 
virility. 

It has a definite image and presence of the 
Divine. Hierarchy and proportion play a major role in 
the nature of its expression and existence. 
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context issues context summary 

Context Summary 

1 he facility for a place of waking will be 
situated in an undeveloped area of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. The immediate site and surrounding area 
contain potentially symbolic and tangible meaning. 
Located east of Pikes Peak Mountain, on a raised 
portion of its foothills, the site looks out across 
Colorado Springs to a clear projection of the Eastern 
horizon. This gives way to the awaiting and celebration 
of the rising sun; the hope of etemal life and the 
promise of resurrection, an essence of waking. When 
the sun sets, an ominous shadow of the mountain casts 
its presence upon the site, as the presence of death 
before the departing of the soul from the body, hiding 
the face of the sun before night settles in and the points 
of light can shine hope into the darkness. 

The immediate site has the potential to give the 
facility the power to impact humanity because of its 
location on the comer of two major streets, frequented 
by tourist and local residents traveling to points of 
interest, residential areas and resort clubs. A place of 
waking can, thus, set itself up as a beacon and oracle of 
transcendent tmth to expound hope to the depraved 
society of man. 

A place of waking will become one with nature 
and its immediate site; and yet, it will not rely on its 
surroundings for a source of strength and beauty to 
facilitate holistic healing within an individual. Instead, 
immeasurable beauty will emanate from within the 
flesh and joints of its architecture, igniting the site with 
meaning and substance from the manifested union of 
human thought and divine expression. 
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Cultural Context 

I his facility will accommodate the terminally 
ill cancer patients of the North American continent who 
are in need of professional facilitated care. The highest 
quality of life will be provided for them. Although. 
North America consists of a multi-diverse culture of 
various degrees of value and belief systems, they share 
the same attitudes and fears about death. Death is 
viewed as the great unknown that occurs in ever\one's 
life; it isn't realized until an individual is diagnosed 
terminally ill or simply faced with the presence of death 
for whatever circumstance. Even then the knowledge 
of mortality has to gradually settle in after the shock of 
mortality has lessened. 

Today, our culture would rather embrace a false 
sense of immortality at great expense in order to avoid 
the issue of death and the dying. "Since men could not 
do away with death they decided not to think about it." 
This is mainly due to the rise of cultural relativism and 
the suppression of Judeo-Christian values, which hold 
the answer to death. These values are based on 
complete Biblical principles of God's divinely given 
word of wisdom, comfort and hope. It maintains a sure 
passage of death into rapturous life in the etemal realms 
through a relationship with the Living God. not a 
philosophy that pacifies the mind's worries. The death 
of the body becomes a door to the ultimate goal, union 
with God, instead of a wall at the end of the journey. 
For the transcended individual, physical death becomes 
the final act of freedom from the heavy burden and 
confinement of the flesh and the limitation of the 
material world. 

Philosophical relativism seeks to plunder 
humanitv of the sacredness of life. It devalues death 
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and undermines the human spirit and soul because it 
stands on the premise that there is no absolute tmth. 
The individual is left in his own limited perception and 
ability to find purpose and meaning in the journey of 
life. With this, society is left to be blown with the 
changing of the wind and with nothing to anchor itself 
in security, offering hopelessness to the individual. In 
order to protect himself, man shields his eyes from the 
fear of death and the unknown by devising a false sense 
of immortality based on created illusions. With this 
comes the shielding of society from the dying, who 
have become a threat to the psychological stability of 
society's individual populace. 

Cultural relativism has also given birth to pop-
psychology, which gives society an almost comical 
approach to facing the realities of death through horrific 
'how-to' books on dying. This vulgar obscurity offers a 
further veiling of death and the increased 
disengagement of society from Truth. 

The changing of the family structure has also 
aided in the culture shift in dealing with death. 'Turther 
undercutting our capacity to integrate personal death is 
an impersonal technology which is steadily increasing 
fragmentation of the family and dismantling rooted 
neighborhood and kinship groups. Today, the family is 
essentially nuclear-composed of a husband, wife, and 
children. No longer do we live in a community 
abounding with uncles, aunts, sibling, and cousins, and 
possessing homogenous values. Consequently, when 
death intrudes in to our lives, previously existing 
emotional and institutional supports to cushion its 
impact are absent." 
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potential response 

The North American culture has shielded itself 
from the realities of death and the dying with a cloud of 
deception and has in the process lost grasp of a sure 
foundation on which to stand, causing a serious loss of 
sacredness towards life and a further disengagement 
from Tmth. Therefore, a place of waking will set itself 
up as a reminder of death and a message of hope and 
ascendance through death. This can be achieved by 
causing the facility to be visually accessible to the area 
and to have an emotional impacting upon by-passers 
through a consciousness of death that inspires 
contemplation of one's personal life and the reality of 
the spiritual realm. 
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Psychological Context 

1 he nature of terminal pain is much different 
from the acute pain of trauma, of which there is 
eventually a foreseen end and a beginning of recoverv'. 
With terminal cancer pain there is the perception of no 
end, except by death. "Psychological factors really 
influence the perception of pain in terminal illness. 
Depression, anxiety, loneliness and boredom will lower 
the pain threshold. The terminally ill cancer patient 
suffers 'Total Pain,' which intertwines physical, 
emotional, social and spiritual components."^ Unless 
pain is addressed from the psychological perception of 
the patient's 'Total Pain' experience, successful control 
of pain is highly unlikely and the goal to minister the 
highest quality of life to the dying is in vain. 

Death is not only an event, but a process. The 
patient goes through stages of a somatopsychic process 
in dying. These stages include denial, anger, 
bargaining, depression, and acceptance.'* 

Denial 

The first reaction to a terminal diagnosis is 
shock. Shock affects the patient's ability to hear and 
retain everything that was said, causing the individual 
to feel unsure of the terminal diagnosis. Shock throws 
the patient into denial, either because of the lack of 
ability to comprehend and retain the diagnosis or 
because of the simple feeling that it couldn't be real and 
must be happening to someone else. The patient begins 
to even think tests were mixed up, and the doctor made 
a mistake. "Denial is a primar>- primitive defense 
mechanism and is a predictable reaction to sudden 
overwhelming news of any sort."^ 
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Anger 

Anger and rage begins to set in as the terminal 
diagnosis begins to become a threat. This can be 
expressed in varying degrees of release, whether 
appropriate or inappropriate. Many begin to ask. "Why 
me?" during this time. This stage also puts them into a 
survival mode saying, "1 am going to fight this . I will 
win." Since anger is a part of working out the shock of 
death, the hospice and others simply let the patient and 
the family be free to express their anger until it 
eventually subsides and moves into another stage. 

Bargaining 

When the panic of the terminal diagnosis begins 
to settle in a little, the patient tends to first bargain with 
God. This is because the patients realizes his 
powerlessness in the situation and begins to cling to the 
illusion of control through God, even when the patient 
is a proclaimed atheist. Normally, the patient will cry 
out, "God, if I do this ...; then, will you save me from 
cancer?"* This is an acknowledgment of God but not 
necessarily a spirit open to the light of Tmth which can 
flood the soul of the one and cause a restoration through 
spiritual healing. It is a panicking grasp for the last 
effort to remain in control and stable his world. 

Depression 

Depression is sure to arise within the terminal 
patient and appears as both normal mood variations or 
clinical depression, the latter demanding medical 
intervention. Depression can be the largest destroyer of 
the quality of life, effecting the physical body and 
causing overwhelming despair to well up with in the 
patient. This despair can lead to the desire to give up 
on living. It is vital to treat this, especially in the 
hospice, for the sake and life of the suffering one. 
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Acceptance 

The final stage a terminal patient experiences is 
acceptance of death. This is where the patient can 
finally let go of all other emotions; and denial subsides. 
The patient then says, "I am going to die." After this 
comes the concern for children and loved ones—many 
patients have little children.' This is the stage in which 
Tmth can reveal itself and one can realize it without the 
distortions of his illusions. When the terminally ill 
patient is enlightened by Tmth he finds a more special, 
and intimate relationship to the Living God than do 
most people busy with the normality of life and its 
worries. It is there that the patient becomes raptured in 
love and joy, and breeches the wall of pain into a realm 
of tme peace, while still in the body of death. 

All of these stages are cycled and experienced in 
mixed order until the patient finally enters into an 
acceptance that is filled with peace. Even within the 
stage of acceptance there are stages of coping with 
dying. These are listed as follows: 

Existential plight 
Mitigate and accommodations 
Decline and deterioration 
Preterminality and terminality* 

While the patient experiences the process of dying, 
family members and loved ones, and even the staff, 
experience these emotions, but on a different plane and 
with different intensity. 

Grief 

Grief is a stage that the patient goes through as 
far as leaving their loved ones and knowing that they 
will grieve after he departs. However, family and staff 
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have to work the hardest through the grief and 
mourning process. The Hospice offers continual 
healing of the family and staff, even after the loved one 
has passed awa\. Family members and staff who go 
through this process of grief to acceptance in healing 
never are the same again and many times become a 
valuable asset to socien. 

potential response: 

The psychological environment of the hospice is 
intense, filled with a number of elated emotions and 
stimulation. Therefore, it is important that a place of 
waking offers a release, an "escape value", and relief 
through the message of hope. It must consider the 
whole being of the individual to better provide the 
highest qualit>- of life and a peaceful passage through 
death. 
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context issues built context 

Built Context 

city: Colorado Springs, Colorado 

population: 397,014 

C-olorado Springs is the seat of El Paso county 
and located on the eastem side of Pikes Peak Mountain 
on the mesa. Colorado Spings is supported by several 
military installations, including the Air Force Academy 
to the north; and has experienced a recent increased 
growth in corporations and ministries that have moved 
from California to escape the recession and heightened 
taxation. The city is also home of Colorado College, 
Nazarene Bible College, Colorado Springs College of 
Business and the University of Colorado of Colorado 
Springs. However, Colorado Springs is predominately 
known as a hub for tourists, resorts and health facilities. 
Some of the surrounding attractions include Pikes Peak, 
Garden of the Gods, Seven Falls, Manitou Springs, 
Cliff Dwellings, The Broadmoor. Chapel Hills mall, 
and numerous parks, camp grounds, resorts and art 
galleries. 

Colorado Springs sprawls across the mesa and 
foothills of the mountain range, with many areas 
undeveloped within the city limits. This is due to the 
large number of natural formations designated as sight 
seeing areas and national parks. However, with a recent 
growth in the building industr>. future development has 
been planned for many of these undeveloped zones, 
consisting mostly of commerical and residential 
construction. 
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potential response: 

The area for the immediate site is in an 
undeveloped area awaiting future development b\ 
corporations. It is surrounded by residential and 
commercial zoning. The site was chosen partialh 
because of the surrounding area containing the quality 
of a retreat; and yet. is in the midst of human acti\ it\ 
and living. Families will have a wide variety of places 
for eating, hotels and activities to temporarily relic\c 
them of their sorrow. It will provide the terminally ill 
cancer patient with the feeling of connection to the 
everyday business of life, which is important to their 
psychological well-being not to be locked away from 
civilization and everyday noise. The site sets the 
facility up in the midst of ever>day life as a messenger 
of Truth just as the great cathedrals of the Mcdie\al era 
that interacted with the immediate life of the market 
place and the country sides seen from afar. Yet, the 
area still allows for the facility to take on the nature of a 
retreat, so that patients and their families can find a 
place of solice away from the stress of life and reflect 
inward to the hope of healing. 
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Natural Context 

fig. 2.8 sequence: Fillmore SL at 1-25 

fig. 2.9 sequence: west on Fillmore St. 

steep hill on Fillmore St. 

Colorado Springs is situated at the confluence 
of Monument and Fountain Valley Creeks on a mesa at 
6008 feet above sea level. The area is surrounded by 
Pikes Peak Mountain and Pike National Forest to the 
west and broken plains to the east. The immediate site 
chosen is nestled in the foothills of Pikes Peak at 6400 
feet above sea level, overlooking a majority of Colorado 
Springs to the east. 

The soil conditions are described to be 
Blakeland loamy sand. It is a deep and somewhat 
excessively drained soil formed in alluvial and eolion 
material derived from arkosic sedimentary rock on 
uplands. The permeability of the soil is rapid; and the 
effective rooting depth is 60 inches or more. Surface 
runoff is slow, while the hazard of erosion is moderate 
and the hazard of soil blowing is severe. This can be 
controlled through the planting of trees and scmbs, and 
a number of other vegetation. The site presently 
supports deep-rooted ground cover, such as western 
wheetgrass, side-oats grama, and needlethread. The 
specific slope of the immediate site can be figured from 
the topography maps. The area is stable and suitable for 
the construction of a hospice of this size. 

fig. 2.11 sequence: top of hill-site to fer right comer 
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fig. 2.12 map of site 
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Site Mapping 
Trees: 

Rock outcropping: 

Soil conditions: 

Drainage and Runoff: 

Standing water: 

-line the southem and northern 
edges of the site (5"-20") 

-small chucks of pink, speckled 
granite covers the ground 

-covered in the Natural Context 
summary 

-site sloping gentl> to the 
northwest at various % and 
sloping steep to the south and 
southwest at various % 

-Creek to the west and ditch to 
the north 

Vegetation: 

Wind direction: 

Site lines: 

Zoning: 

-mainly grass (12'-18') 

-prevailing north-northwest 
average 12.2 mph 

-refer to site map 

-25' set backs on both 
street sides 

Power line/Utilities: -easily accessible along 
Centennial Blvd. 
(water, power, sewer) 

Adjacent Buildings: 

Noises/Disturbances: 

Strects/Roads/Paths: 

-none within the immediate area 

-cars and semi-trucks 
children and joggers 

Fillmore St. - pa\ed 4-lane 
Centennial Blvd. - pa\ed 4-lane 
-dirt and gra\el paths through 
site (marked on Beha\ ior Map) 
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Behavior Mapping 

fig. 2.15 foot path on site 

Pedestrian Traffic: • • • • • § HBii 

Traffic flows predominately due north to 
southwest along the gravel path to the west edge of the 
site from Centennial Blvd. in the morning and the 
opposite direction from Fillmore St. in the afternoon. 
The majority of the pedestrian traffic comes from 
Coronado High school about 1/4 of a mile to the west. 
Other pedestrian traffic comes from people who live in 
the residential areas surrounding the western end of the 
site. They tend to be people out exercising or walking 
their dogs. 

Vehicular Traffic: 

Vehicular traffic around the site area are 
predominately cars from the residential areas going to 
and from their homes and tourist site seeing at the 
Garden of the Gods. A moderate number of semi-
tmcks drive by because of new constmction taking 
place north of the site about 1 4 to 1/2 of a mile awa\. 
Easy access to the site is available, especially from 
Fillmore St. directlv off 1-25. 

fig. 2.16 median on Contennial Blvd. 
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Weather Information 

COLORADO SPRINGS Eiev 6008 COLORADO 
NORMALS, MEANS. EXTREMES 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUM JUL AUQ SEP OCT NOV DEC YEAR 

TEMPERATURE 
Normal daily maximum 49.1 53 1 60.8 7 1 0 79.1 88 2 91.4 89 6 82 4 72.7 58 7 518 70.7 
Normal daily minimum 21.7 26.1 32.0 42.0 51.9 61.5 66.2 64 5 56 9 45 5 32-1 24 8 43 8 
Normal monthly 35.4 39.6 46.4 56.5 65.5 74.9 78 8 77.1 69 7 59 1 45 4 38.3 57.2 
Extreme highest 81 88 94 98 102 108 105 106 102 95 87 81 108 

Exiremo highest dale 1950 1963 1971 1965 1953 1953 1981 1944 1983 1954 1980 1955 1953 
Extreme lowest -11 -14 -3 14 28 42 53 49 30 21 0 -7 -14 

Extreme lowest dale 1984 1951 1948 1945 1954 1955 1950 1956 1984 1980 1976 1963 1951 

DEGREE DAYS BASE 65* F 

Healing 918 711 577 271 92 6 0 0 25 215 588 828 4231 

Cooling 0 0 0 16 108 303 428 372 166 35 0 0 1428 

% OF POSSIBLE SUNSHINE 68 69 71 73 72 77 78 77 73 74 71 67 73 

AVERAGE SKY COVER 

Sunrise - Sunset 5 2 5.2 5.3 5.0 5.1 4.3 4 5 4.3 4.1 4.0 4 4 4 9 4 7 

NUMBER OF DAYS (Sunrise-SunMt) 

Clear _ 123 10.5 11.4 11.7 11.0 13.1 13.0 14.7 15.3 16.2 14.5 129 1567 

Partlycloudy 7.3 7.7 8.7 8.8 10.4 112 12.4 10.1 7.2 7.0 6.8 7 6 105 1 
Cloudy 11.4 10.0 10.9 9.6 9.5 5.7 5.6 6.2 7.5 7.9 8 8 10 5 103.4 
Precipitation .01* or more 4 1 4.4 4.7 5.0 8.2 8.2 8.3 8.3 5.8 5.0 3.3 3.8 69 0 
Snow, Ice pellets 1.0"ormore 1.4 1.1 0.7 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.5 0.8 4 8 
Thunderstorms 0.1 0.5 1.5 3.4 8.5 9.4 9.5 8.8 4.0 2.5 0 6 0.2 49 1 
Fog, Visibility 1/4 mile or less 3.4 4.2 3.3 2.0 2.0 0.7 0.5 0.7 2.1 2.4 2.8 2 8 26 9 
Temperature Maximum: 

90°andalX)ve 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.8 4.8 13.2 22.0 17.0 7.0 11 0 0 0 0 659 
32° and below 5.0 2.7 0.8 * 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 * 0 8 3.5 12.9 

Temperature Minimum: 
32° and below 27.5 22.0 14.9 3.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.2 18 14.2 26 5110.6 
0° and below 1.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0.0 * 0 4 2 0 

RELATIVE HUMIDITY (X) 

Morning 65 6 4 5 8 5 5 6 2 6 4 6 0 6 6 69 6 4 6 6 6 5 63 
Atlernoon 51 49 42 38 42 44 41 45 49 44 46 48 45 

PRECIPITATION (inches) 

Water Equivalent 

Normal 0.4 0.5 0.8 1.0 2.7 3.5 2.7 2.9 1.7 1.3 0.5 0.4 19 1 
Maximum monthly 2.3 1.8 3 9 3.7 9 8 10.7 7.5 7 5 5.0 7.6 2 2 4 5 10 7 

Dale 1968 1948 1973 1942 1951 1965 1960 1974 1950 1941 1961 1959 1965 

Minimum monthly T T T T 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0 0 0 0 T T 0.0 
Date 1976 1943 1950 1964 1964 1953 1946 1983 1977 1952 1960 1976 1952 

Maximum in 24 hr» 1.7 1 2 2 2 1 9 6.7 6.1 4 7 4.2 3 4 3 4 1.2 3 1 6 7 
Dale 1968 1971 1973 1985 1951 1960 1982 1945 1941 1948 1971 1943 1951 

SNOV^, ICE PELLETS 

Maximum monthly 14 5 17 3 14 7 6 4 0.5 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.3 3 9 13 6 8 5 17 3 
Dale 1983 1971 1961 1947 1978 — — — 1984 1976 1952 1943 1971 

Maximum in 24 hr3 9 8 13 5 9 8 5 1 0.5 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 3 3 2 12 2 7 4 13 5 
Date 1983 1971 1957 1947 1978 — — — 1984 1976 1952 1971 1971 

WIND (Rasullanl) 

Moan speed (mph) 130 14 1 155 155 14 7 14 3 12 6 12.1 130 130 13 1 130 13 7 
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context issues 

• Orientation 

• Unity 

-juxtaposing the built to the natural .site s entities and 
qualities both immediate and distant. 

goal: 

A place of waking should be orientated around the 
important symbolic features and e\ents of its site 
causing a transcendence to occur within its built 
structure and expression, while provoking a rise in 
emotions and the mind's delight. 

potential response: 

A place of waking will be orientated to the L'astem 
horizon celebrating the rising of the sun. Articulating 
this occurrence, it will have a visually and 
experientially dominate east to west axis. This 
potentially creates a dialogue between the mass of built 
space and the sun's passage across the sky. Portions of 
this place will contain hidden mysteries to be re\caled 
at the rising of the Passover moon, penetrating this body 
of architecture at a certain time of the > ear. At night, 
this place will gaze at the stars as they denote and 
rejoice in the stor>' the\ tell within there ascribed 
formations. Views of the mountains will be highly 
accessible while the place is veiled in their shadow and 
hidden from the face of the sun long before it dips into 
the westem horizon. 

-coming together to join into a state of oneness. 

goal: 

A place of waking should become one with its site and 
surroundings, emanating a qualit> of belonging and 
abiding. 

k m cnViiri a place of waking 

48. 



y/g. 2.18a 



context issues natural context 

potential response: 

A place of waking will emerge from out of the ground 
rather then appear to be set upon it. It will be as one 
coming out of the grave, reaching up to the sky. 
reflecting its image and colors. It will be continually 
renewed and transformed at the changing of seasons, 
groaning with creation for the coming of the sun. a new 
day. 
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Le Couvent de la Tourette 
Le C o r b u s i e r 

1 he Dominican monaster) of Sante-Marie de la 
Tourette was designed as a college for the educating of 
the Dominican clergies. The monaster, is a 
demonstration of the use of materials and textures 
which express an idea within their context. The 
exposed, raw concrete reflects the ideal of povertv' 
among the monks by the use of inexpensive materials 
and the careful control of sensor\ stimulation. It also 
protects the quiet and contemplative interior from the 
exterior world, focusing one into meditation and the 
devotion to religious services. The interior contains a 
quality that turns the minds of the monk inward. 
fostering self introspection and reflection of the divine. 
Blocked views fiirther this experience by giving only 
partial glimpses to the outside world through distorted 
windows. 

Though the monastery has been turned into a 
conference center for religious conferences and retreats, 
the structure still contains the same spiritual impact 
upon an individual. Light is carefully manipulated to 
permeate through side openings in the wall as well as 
through peculiar openings in the ceiling. These 
openings are painted in brilliant colors that are picked 
up by the sun's rays and cast into the chapel, eluding to 
the sensuous effect of the stain glass window in 
medieval cathedrals. During the sun's equinoxes the 
sacristy is flooded with direct light. In this way, 
"Corbusier intentionally linked the church with the 
cosmos."" 

Placed up on a hill side, the building is anchored 
to its site by the church. Seven side altars extend from 
the side of the church, on platforms descending in step 
form down the slope of the hill. Orientation and unir\ 
of site and context with expressed form abide within 
this place. 
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The Woodland Cemetery 
G u n n a r A s p l u n d a n d S i g u r d L e u e r e n t z 

fig 2,21 

1 he expressed desire embodied within the 
Woodland Cemetery' is unity and connection between 
human life and nature. Sculpted as a powerful \oid to 
be experienced, it contains a dialogue between a grove 
of weeping elms and graves of corps. When one dies 
his body is left to replenish the Earth, gi\ ing life to the 
surrounding trees while his soul is swept away. 

A distinctive granite stairwa\ makes for a wear> 
ascent by the continual change of decreasing height and 
increasing depth of the landings to the Meditation 
Grove, which is the cementery. Here is where the 
agony of the flesh is felt; and the flesh begins to be 
removed to a higher spiritual place, where one is 
constantly looking upward. It alters one's 
consciousness through the experience, providing for a 
physical and spiritual re-orientation of the one. It takes 
him from the cares of the world into the spiritual realm 
of reality where death is considered as a certainty in 
life. 

Once one wanders through the trees and grave 
stones silence abounds inward while the spirit soars 
upward and outward, causing one to gaze at the skv and 
the tranquil surroundings. A reflection pool is placed in 
the center of the grove open to the sky and plays and 
important part of the dialogue with the wom grave 
stones and trees. This place contains the quality of 
orientation and unity between the site and its human 
elements.'° 
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. the rising sun will come 
to us from heaven 

to shine on those living 
in darkness and 

in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into 

the path of peace. 

Luke J:^8-^9 
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The Kiss. 1907-08. Gustav Klimt. 



Then I saw a new heaven 
anil a new earth, for the 
first heaven anil the first 

earth hailpassetl away, anil 
there was no longer any 
sea. I saw the Holy City, 

the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her 
husband. And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne 
saying, "Now the dwelling 
of God is with men, and he 
will live with them. They 

will be his people, and God 
himself will be their God. 

He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will 

be no more death or 
mourning or crying of 

pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away. 

Revelation 21: 1-4 



facility program a p/^, g of waking' 

A Place of Waking 
a comprehensive cancer hospice 

1 he place of waking xs about the waking and 
transformation of the individual from out of a condition of 
death and decay into new life. It is about physical death and 
a spiritual waking of the one: a point of departure and a 
place of beginnings. It is a great Opera depicting Life, 
whose theme is that of bittersweet sorrow and the soul's 
ascent. 

A place of waking happens at the transept, where 
the individual is brought along the path through the place of 
the congregation to stand at the point where the horizontal 
axis intercepts a thrust that extends eternally upward. This 
is the point of the soul's ascent, where God and the 
individual meet. This is where a cleansing and refreshing of 
the soul takes place while the rotting and tormenting fiesh is 
stripped away and replaced with a new identity, which is the 
essence of healing. This is the place of One where the 
creation is restored to the Creator and the one comes face to 
face with God. Through this, the individual finds his worth 
and meaningful purpose in his existence. 

It is here where the sacred journey begins: the 
journey that takes place within the pilgrim along a rocky 
and narrow path through the mountains and valleys far 
beyond. The journey takes him far invay for the place he 
once knew as home to walk in the footsteps of the Gentle 
Shepherd.' A place of waking is the image of the pilgrim, a 
body from which a journey takes place within its very joints 
and marrow. It is a body with the shadow of the Divine cast 
upon it: alive and full of spirit. Its heart is felt in its 
compassion toward the suffering: its mind is revealed 
through the contemplation of its monstrous details where 
materials come together to unite, containing an image of the 
Mystery of God.^ Its spirit is the presence and dwelling of 
Truth that gives meaning and life to man. 

This body celebrates the handiwork (f the Creator. 
It rejoices with the returning of the sun bringing the new 
day. The rising of the sun sheds its beams and light 
penetrates the darkness to dance within the body of this 
place, giving it life. The moving of shadows reveal and 
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conceal a revelation of Truth within its foints and fiesh. At 
night, it observes the stars in their formations and the 
moon's path across the sky refecting the radiance of the sun 
and noting the turning of the earth and passing of time. The 
cycling of the seasons bring about a change in hue and 
ambiance. Rain comes from the heavens washing away the 
dust and soiled surfaces filling the channels and valleys with 
cleansing waters and assuaging the thirst of the weary. The 
smell and sounds of nature soak the surrounding air with 
pleasant senses. Snow falls from above adorning the body 
with a soft white garment, bring peace and purification. A 
gentle breeze blows through its halls refreshing and 
rejuvenating its inner places. The ground provides a sure 
foundation to rest upon while it reaches up to the sky with 
lifted palms and an acquiescent spirit. 

This place is a sanctum that points to the true place 
of refuge, who is the LORD. This place eagerly cnvaits, in 
yearning and groaning,^ for the coming of Him, who is the 
bridegroom, to appear blazing and brilliant in the Eastern 
sky.' 

mission statement: 
The preeminent purpose of this project is to 

create a supportive and caring environment that 
provides the highest quality of life for those terminally 
ill with cancer, and to bring the message of hope and 
comfort for all those involved. Creating a built 
environment that provides the highest qualitv of life can 
only be achieved through addressing the whole being of 
the individual—mind, body, heart and spirit. The 
constructing of architecture that is sensitive to the 
whole being and contains the image of the invisible, 
will potentially alter the consciousness of the suffering 
individual to an enlightened state, enabling Truth to 
wake him from a condition of death and cause him to 
breach the wall of pain and suffering in coming to the 
realization that the present suffering is not equal to nor 
worth) to be compared to the riches awaited in 
Heaven." 
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facility based goals 

Symbolism: Architectural Expression and Embodiment of Truth 

-the incorporation of material elements and the union 
between entities, both mass and void, that contain 
divine qualities to create meaningful and beautiful 
architecture that becomes the seat of the immeasurable. 

goal: 

A place of waking should exude the divine and 
contemplative qualities within its joints and details as 
well as in the overall body of architecture and site 
orientation. 

potential response: 

The thoughtful implementation and manipulation of 
water, natural light and materials in the designing and 
constmcting of architecture can create contemplative 
elements and express the spiritual. God has related His 
nature to us through material and anthropomorphic 
means; therefore, material elements can contain 
powerful and moving images of the Divine, when 
properly sought out. The deliberate fashioning of 
meaningful detail can convex the invisible; at the place 
vvhere materials come together to join and where space, 
places, mass and void meet to unite, something potent 
occurs. The elements of anticipation and mv sterv can 
also enhance the spirit of place through sequencing and 
hierarchical organizing. The rooms of the departing are 
a main focus for this place as well as the greeting and 
entry sequence. The orientation of the building on the 
site to the East, where the rising sun pushes back the 
darkness, is of prodigious symbolic importance. 
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Benefiting Humanity and the Individual Spirit 

-contributing to the populace and to the individual who 
interacts, at any level, with this place. 

goal: 

A place of waking should provide a window into the 
spiritual realm for the surrounding communities and bv -
passers as well as the individual intimately involved 
with this facility, in order to inspire and compel the 
heart of one toward the Living God, who is the ultimate 
reward. 

potential response: 

Inspiring and compelling the heart of the individual is 
obtained in architecture through the employing of 
familiar elements by which one, through the power of 
memory, can recognize and bring about arousing 
imagery. Coupled with this is the employing of 
unfamiliar elements embodying congment meaning 
which causes wonder and seeking by stirring the 
emotions. The familiar and unfamiliar contain entities 
of timelessness, wherein the unfamiliar is composed of 
the qualities found in familiar images of spiritual 
elements while embedded within new means of 
expression. 

• Employing the Image of the Human Body into the Body of 

Architecture 

-creating a metonymic relationship betyveen man and 
architecture. 

goal: 

.1 place of waking should implement a benevolent and 
stimulating physical and psychological environment 
that is encouraging and highly functional for the 
patients and staff who dwell within this body of 
architecture. 
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potential response: 

Designing this facility on one-level with gentle sloping 
ramps and surfaces is one wav to accommodate the 
limited mobility of the terminal cancer patient. Careful 
attention to the designing of the grasping abilitv and 
perception of the patient is absolutely necessary in 
creating a built environment which is encouraging and 
appropriate for their psychological and physical needs. 
Thoughtful design to views and visual stimulation is 
also needed, especially at eye levels within the 
confinement of a bed. 

Imparting the Value of all Life to Society 

-to consider all individuals equal in the light of the 
Creator and acknowledge the need to provide the 
highest quality of life until the Divinely appointed end. 

goal: 

A place of waking should divulge in the importance and 
celebration of every individual life diagnosed terminal, 
whether or not they are considered to be wanted and to 
have worth by society. 

potential response: 

Architecture that celebrates life aids in easing and 
eliminating total pain. It contains an env ironment that 
corresponds to and affirms the behavior and beliefs of a 
housed institution which seeks to find all means of 
eliminating pain and bring comfort and peace of mind 
to the suffering, instead of considering "mercy killing" 
as part of its practice. This place upholds this standard 
because of the message embedded with its body that 
proclaims physical death without a spiritual waking to 
be more damning than the phv sical pain which, in tmth. 
is onfv as temporar>' as the phvsical body. The spirit of 
one is etemal and will end up in etemal torment or in 
etemal bliss with God, 
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place description: 

The Hospice 
a place of pilgrims 

The Hospice: 

-a medieval term, 
referring to wayside 

inns for pilgrims 
and other travelers, 
particularly at those 
places of greatest 
vulnerability and 

hardship.' 

This comprehensive cancer hospice is a place 
for all ages and types of people ailing and threatened 
with a terminal cancer related illness. This place will 
accommodate a maximum of twentv patients and their 
families who will be involved in individual and family 
therapy as well as physical and special treatment 
therapies to ease the pain of the suffering until the end. 
The focus will be on creating the highest quality 
environment for the departing and facilitating spiritual 
healing founded on a Biblical, non-denominational 
approach. 

The stmcture and program of the patients" living 
space will be amiable, focusing upon their needs. One 
caretaker will be at the aid and assistance of no more 
than five patients. Constant attention and superv ision 
will be given at the onset to create the best possible 
environment. Most therapy will happen between the 
individual and the family in learning to communicate 
love and forgiveness, and to deal with the process of 
death. Other therapy will be provided for the various 
family groups to share about their loss and for the staff 
to deal with their own grief 

When a patient arrives, he is welcomed at the 
entrance by a group consisting of the staff and his 
personal caretaker. He is then taken around through the 
facility and to his room to settle in and adom it with 
articles and pictures from his home. 

Pools and massage areas will be a part of the 
patient's treatment in easing his physical pain while 
providing touch therapy. Visual imager>' will also be 
used as therapy for the individual to control some of the 
pain and psychological anxiety. The administering of 
pain killers, such as Morphine, will be a frequent 
occurrence at the prescribing of a doctor in 
consideration of personal need by the intensitv of pain 
and symptoms, and at the will of the patient. 
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Meditation and prayer, reading and 
entertainment by the various arts will be a part of 
someof the patients" time while here. The creating of 
art and poetry is also a favorite activitv that adds a 
means of release. Views to the gardens, mountains, and 
everyday activity of the cit> can bring a peace of mind. 
Balconies and opening windows vsill allow for an 
additional sensual experience. For some, the balconv 
will be the final place of departure at the desire of the 
departing one. 

"I conceive it the office 
of the physician not only 
to restore the health but 
to mitigate pains and 
dolours; and not only 
when such mitigation 

may conduce to 
recovery but when it 
may serve to make 

a fair and easy passage."* 

-Francis Bacon 

An adjacent room for the familv will be 
provided so they can be near until it is time for the 
individual to leave this physical world. Providing a 
place for the family lifts the burden and stress of having 
to find a place to stay and spending extensive funds. 
This facility will be open 24-hours a day with someone 
on duty at all hours, so the rooms are left flexible for 
the family to come and go as they need. The family 
rooms will provide a place to sleep and bath, and to 
prepare and cook food. The pools and gardens will be 
available for use as well as private places for a family 
member to escape and seek release from the intense 
emotions of their situation. 

All of the facility is involved in showering the 
individual with love. Those who ma> not have family 
will be given just as much intensive care and love from 
their caretakers as those with families. Such loving care 
creates a special bond between the patients and their 
caretakers. 

Most patients have anvwhere from two months 
to two weeks on average to live once admitted to the 
hospice. The departing of the patient is an intense time 
full of an overwhelming amount of emotions. After the 
family has had time to grieve over the recent departure 
of their loved one, the body is cleansed and dressed for 
the mortuary to come and take the body away to prepare 
for the burial. The body is picked up at a separate area 
tucked away from where patients and their families are 
received. This is to lighten the impact of the imager, of 
the hearse and the realitv of death to come. 
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Residents and Users: 

Continued therap> will be highl> recommended 
and provided to the family members through various 
programs offered at the hospice and main hospitals near 
the places where the families live. 

The Departing 
(all ages of individuals terminally diagnosed 
with cancer and having a short time left to live.) 

Visitors 
•spouses and children 
•family and relatives 
•friends 
•pastors, peers, etc. 
•guests 

Staff 
Main/ Medical 

•doctors 
•nurses (or caretakers) 
•physical therapy specialist 
•chaplain 
•volunteers 

Administration 
•secretary 
•admissions 
•records 

Other 
•gardeners 
•housekeepers 
•janitorial services 
•maintenance 
•cooks 

k m cnvart a place o/ua^/ ' ie 

64 



fig. 3.4 

c 
#4 

<f' « 

€3 

e^sT 

conceptual diagram 3.1 plan massing of facility layout and organization 



facility program a place of .making' 

facility organization and layout 

The hospice will be arranged on a strong east to 
west axis. It will have an eastem gate, a sanctum 
sanctomm, by which the rising sun enters first to 
penetrate its rays into the body and ceremoniouslv bath 
the sanctum with light. To the westem end of the 
facility, with equal views to the gardens and mountains, 
will be the places of the Departing. The main focus of 
architectural expression will be the dialog between the 
places of the Departing and the sanctum sanctomm. 
This axial dialog will be the organizing principle bv 
which all the other spaces and activities will be engaged 
to one another and embodied within the facilitv. 

E/VST 
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facility wide issues 

Spirit of Place 

Comfort 

A Hospice needs to reflect the nature oj a rclugc and a 
place full of life giving hope in the knowledge of the 
Living God. It is important that it edifies the .spirit oj 
one and demonstrates a human quality 

1.1 performance requirement 
The exterior form of the building's body should be 
visually impacting, evoking an emotionally uplifting 
response. 

1.2performance requirement 
The interior should be delightful, contemplative, and 
engaging, stimulating the visual and tactual senses. 

1.3 performance requirement 
Each space should contain sensuallv stimulating 
elements, materials and views along with a rapturous 
quality to assuage the troubled mind of an individual. 

'Total pain ' is a part of the individual's life who suffers 
with terminal cancer. Those who come to the hospice 
need to have their psychological, emotional and 
spiritual pain addressed, as well as, the physical pain 
of cancer and the symptoms of approaching death. The 
highest quality of life, in consideration of the personal 
comfort of the one, should be of the utmost concern. 

2.1 performance requirement 
The entire facilitv should maintain a moderate level of 
physical comfort in the areas of temperature, climate 
and ventilation, while maintaining a high level in the 
places of the Departing 
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Privacy 

2.2 performance requirement 
Furniture in the facilitv should be thoughtfulfv ananged 
in an inviting and sympathetic manner while being well 
made to provide comfort and ease in getting up and 
sitting down. 

2.3 performance requirement 
The facility should accommodate easv circulation and 
movement between spaces in the consideration of most 
patients' impaired mobility as well as that of some 
family members and visitors. 

2.4 performance requirement 
Distracting noises should be eliminated from the 
private, meditative spaces and replenished with 
delightful, stimulating background sounds, 

2.5 performance requirement 
Natural and artificial lighting should be gentle, 
functional and desirable while avoiding harsh glares 
and uncomfortably warm temperatures. 

2.6 performance requirement 
Thoughtful attention should be given to the designing 
of appropriate lighting and lighting levels needed to 
engage in each various activity. 

2.7performance requirement 
Views to the gardens, mountains and other visuallv 
stimulating elements, both built and natural, should be 
fumished from most places in the facilitv wherever 
appropriate to foster psv chological and visual comfort. 

The cancer patient needs and desires a place and time 
of personal privacy to rest, work out emotions or just to 
be silent, possibly, in prayer. Family members, 
especially spouses and children, need private times with 
their loved one in order to share intimate things and 
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learn to deal with the process of death. Obviously, 
privacy for dressing and bathing is necessary for all 
those in the hospice, including the staff 

3.1 performance requirement 
The facility should provide secluded areas throughout 
its body to offer its residents and users a quiet place of 
retreat without the disturbance of activities and by-
passers. 

3.2 performance requirement 
Private spaces and rooms should be designed so as to 
maintain a feeling of security and intimacy, especiallv 
within open private spaces or where doors need to be 
kept open for safety purposes. 

• Personalization 

The individual and family need to jeel as if their 
assigned room is their own space. It needs to be 
flexible to meet their desires and to become reflective of 
themselves. Staff members, especially the caretakers 
and doctors, need a place set aside as their own, 
because of the intense psychological and physical 
nature of their work. 

4.1 performance requirement 
The personal places for the Departing, their families 
and the staff should be desirable and flexible for them 
to adom with their own artifacts and belongings, 

4.2 performance requirement 
Spacous places should be designed and designated for 
the easv storage of clothes and other personal items. 

• Interaction 
Communication needs to take place bet^veen the 
individual and the family as a process oj healing and 
therapy. Other therapy and interaction takes place 
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Parking 

between the individual and the caretaker in dealing 
with his pain, the caretaker and the family, and among 
special support groups of those who have experienced a 
loss. Interaction with the built environment can help to 
create a soothing psychological and emotional 
experience needed when it is sensitive to the needs of its 
users. 

5.1 performance requirement 
Communal Spaces especiallv designated for groups of 
people and therapy sessions should encourage positive 
interaction between the participants without inhibiting 
the expression of difficult emotions, 

5.2 performance requirement 
Private places where intimate communication takes 
place should nurture personal interaction, 

5.3 performance requirement 
The whole experience and body of the built 
environment should evoke an emotional response of 
delight within an individual as well as causing him to 
engage in thought and activity within the facility's 
spaces. 

.4 fairly moderate size area is needed to acconunodate 
parking for the staff visitors and families. Several 
families who may come from quite a distance may bring 
their Rl"s and campers to prepare for the slay with 
their departing loved one and may choose to live in 
them since the adjacent places for the family may not 
facilitate large groups of family members. A place 
needs to be designated especially for these RV's and 
campers to park and have electricity and waicr readily 
available. 
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6.1 performance requirement 
Parking should be close enough to the facility's main 
entrance that the longest distance to walk from the 
vehicle to the entrance should take, on average, not 
more than 3 minutes. 

6.2 performance requirement 
Parking should accommodate separate areas between 
staff and visitor parking and the parking of RV's and 
campers. 

6.3 performance requirement 
Areas for parking RV's and campers should be 
provided, as well as, hook-ups for electricity and water 
in order to enable families to temporarily stav there if 
needed, 

6.4 performance requirement 
All parking should be placed so as not to obstmct view s 
to and from the facility. 
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Analysis of Primary Activities 

Admitting- Welcoming (participants: the departing, family, stafff 

1 he welcoming of a patient's arrival to the 
hospice is tmly a joyful receiving of the one into the 
care of the faculty. Every individual patient is greeted 
by his personal caretaker and other staff members at the 
main entrance. It is a time for celebrating the life of the 
one and the beginning of compassionate and caring 
attention until the day of his departure from this world. 
It is the start of intensive, meaningful relationships, 
brief as they may be, between the patient and those 
involved in his personal care. It is a reminder of the 
etemal hope within the hearts of those who have 
experienced a spiritual waking, of the great moment 
when cheering of a thousand tongues will echo and 
tmmpets will resound at the entrance of Heaven's gate 
receiving a saint into the bosom of Christ,^ 

Receiving Treatment (participants: the departing) 

The treatment of terminal pain is a combination 
of several methods, including analgesic drugs, adjuvant 
analgesic drugs, psychological and emotional support, 
palliative radiotherapy and anaesthetic techniques. 
Most patients will undergo the professional 
administering of drugs and the support of family and 
caretakers; and rarely, if necessary, radiotherapy and 
anaesthetic techniques. The cancer patient goes through 
numerous symptoms, originating from the cancer and 
treatments, that must all be addressed. Typically, when 
treatment is administered to the physical pain of the 
body, some psychological pain is also relieved. Most 
treatment is given to the patients through IV"s and 
external methods in their private rooms. The treatment 
includes the use of drugs from aspirin to morphine. 
V isual imager}', and massage and touch therapy as well 
as the simple loving 
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care of the familv and staff. Patients will also be taken 
to the pools and massage rooms for further relief if their 
personal condition allows. 

Nourishing (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

Nourishing is more than the activity of eating 
food, it is a time of bringing substance and strength to 
the body as well as becoming an intimate time of 
engaging. It is the gathering of those cherished to 
partake in a ritual that spans all cultures and eras. It is a 
time of thanksgiving, lifting prayerful hearts to God. It 
is a filling of the stomach, a place of the emotions, and 
a coming to a point of rest and reflection. It is a time to 
share and laugh a little within the company of manv or 
an intimate few. Nourishing is not only an activity 
involving the body, but also the soul. "For man can not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God,"'° 

Cleansing (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

Cleansing is a daily part of the patient's life in order to 
bring soothing relief to the body and inner being of the 
one. It is a ritual of washing the flesh while caressing 
the body, bringing warmth to the soul and renewed 
hope for another day. Cleansing is a private time for 
some to introspect and enjoy. For others, it is a time of 
servanthood to the departing who are unable to care for 
themselves; like the man at the pool of Bethesda who 
needed someone to carry him into the stirred waters and 
pour over him blessing and healing." For the padent, it 
is a time of vulnerability and trust, a time of exposing 
his tormented flesh and inner being at the lov ing hands 
of a spouse, parent, or caretaker. It is a time of 
grooming and adorning the body in scents while the 
sounds of water trickle peace and stillness over the 
mind. It is an image of the most true cleansing of all 
that happens to 
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the one at waking as the precious fountain of blood'^ 
washes over his darkened soul making it whiter than 
snow.'^ Cleansing is about rebirth and rejuvenation. 

Dressing (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

Dressing involves the particular adorning and 
covering of the body. This is an important ritual which 
instills a feeling of confidence and self worth within the 
being of the departing. It encompasses the grooming of 
hair and wigs, and the application of make-up for 
women. It is an intimate time for the spouse or 
caretaker to carefully note every detail of the loved 
one's features impressing on their minds a special 
memory. The act of dressing is putting on of clothing 
that reflects the appropriate mood or activity at hand. 
For those with Etemal Life, it is the adornment of a 
spotless white wedding garment by Christ, the 
bridegroom.'"* 

Sleeping (participants: the departing, family) 

Sleeping is the resting of the exhausted body 
from the passing of the day. especially with terminal 
cancer because it is extremely draining both physically 
and emotionally. Sleep is a time of recuperation and 
renewal of strength. For some, sleep brings uneasiness 
and a fear of never w aking again; for others, a peaceful 
slumber awaits the future. Sleeping is a time of prayer 
and the settling of one's mind. It is the natural 
suspension of the consciousness and a time for 
dreaming, the release of images and the heart's 
anxieties. Through sleep the event of waking occurs 
holding rebirth and hope for the new day, \ new dav to 
seize everv moment for forgiveness, love, and healing. 
Sleep, like death, is the state of the body of one whose 
spirit has departed to be with the LORD awaiting the 
glorious resurrection. "...We do not want you to be 
ignorant about those who fall asleep.,,.For the Lord 
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Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command with the voice of the archangel and with the 
tmmpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first."'' 

Meditating/Contemplating (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

Meditation is the point in which the storms of 
emotion subside and a quietness within the soul 
manifests to reflect upon Tmth, preparing one's self for 
the events to come. The dwelling upon scripture, 
listening to inspiring music, or soaking the eyes upon 
aesthetic elements and views creates a thoughtful 
environment to meditate and release the troubled heart 
and mind. For the cancer patient, imaging, as a 
meditative activity, relaxes the body and 
psychologically gives control over pain. Contemplating 
becomes the application of Truth to one's own life, the 
seeking of God. It brings about wonderment and 
revelation into the hope that lies before them. It is to 
consider in full all things. Moreover, contemplation 
facilitates spiritual waking, growth and the completion 
of the grieving process. 

Listening (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

Listening is more than just hearing: it is giving 
full attention for the purpose of understanding what is 
being communicated. Understanding in listening is 
very important between families and their departing 
loved one. It is a time of connection and closure to 
forgive and heal hurting hearts. Listening sparks 
intimacy in relationships and facilitates learning and 
discovery of one another within the bounds of a 
humble heart. It is greatly as pertinent for the doctor 
and caretakers to listen to the patient's crv of pain in 
order to carefully tend in easing the suffering and 
provide the highest qualitv of comfort. Listening is a 
means of bestowing compassion and respect. 
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Massage-Touch Therapy (participants: the departing, staff) 

Touching is vital in communicating love and 
worth to the departing individual. Massage therapy is 
necessary for circulating the blood and easing the body 
of pain, as well as, adding touch therapy. Touching 
brings a gentle and human element amidst the injection 
of dmgs and chemicals. It compassionately conv cv s to 
the terminal patient that they are "touchable" and 
desirable, instead of repulsive and disposable. It is the 
gentle loving caress that gives the one strength to earn, 
on through the weary stmggle. 

Exercising (participants: the departing, staff) 

Exercising the patient relieves stress and keeps 
up the body's strength to help in easing pain. Most 
patients are bedridden and need to be alleviated from 
the discomfort of their prostrate condition. Exercising 
gives the departing a notion of living instead of giving 
up to despair. 

Family Therapy (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

Family members are a cmcial part of the 
patient's process in departing. During therapy, the 
family members are taught how to listen and 
communicate to their loved one evervthing that needs to 
be said. When uplifting words are spoken, 
encouragement and healing occurs. Family members 
are also taught how to touch and caress their loved one 
while eliminating the fear of hurting them. This is a 
time of working out grief and unresolved emotions; a 
time of learning to let go. This is also a time when the 
staff teaches the familv what the process of death looks 
like so that they can prepare for the end. Family 
therapy continues after the patient has departed, 
sometimes even up to a vear later. Special 
friendships and tmst are 
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built between the familv members and staff who 
personally cared for their loved one. Family therapy is 
also for the patient so that they can leave their family in 
peace without guilt or regret. 

Intimate Communication (participants: the departing, family) 

Intimate communicating is sharing in a much 
deeper level between the patient and famifv members, 
especially a spouse, their children or parents. This is a 
time of pouring out one's soul, of hearts connecting in 
tme and honest communication. Intimacy is a point of 
bonding and like mindedness. It is the stroking of the 
forehead and the gentle exchange of kisses; where 
spouses spend a quiet hour gazing into one another's 
eyes without a spoken word. Intimate communication 
happens where tears are shed and love is overflowing; 
and, where hearts can sing songs to one another without 
inhibition. 

Visiting (participants: family, pastors, friends, relatives, guests) 

The arriving of a visitor brings joy to the heart 
of the departing because it shows that the "outside 
world" has not forgotten them. To visit is to come with 
the intention of ministering comfort and aid through 
words and action or by simply being present. It is to 
soothe the patient and celebrate his life. To visit the 
suffering and dying is to touch the heart of God. 

Playing (participants: children) 

Playing is an innocent and natural act of 
children. It is their way of discovering and learning or 
working out their grief over a departed parent. In 
playing, children find great amusement and wonder in 
the exploration of their imagination at the caring 
attention of an adult. The playful heart of a child is full 
of faith and tmst, being the most receptive to the love of 
God and others. 
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Creating Art (participants: the departing, family) 

Painting and drawing are \er\ favorable 
activities of patients and family members. Creating art 
allows them to express extremely intense emotions that 
are pent up inside. It brings satisfaction and discover. 
of one's self It is a wav to communicate intense 
physical pain while engaging the hands and mind into 
doing something productive, adding to self worth. 
Several moving works have come from dying 
individuals and have been displayed in traveling shows. 
Creating art is a reflection of man's nature which is 
made in the likeness of God, who is the author of all 
creation. 

Writing (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

Journals and poetry written by the patient are 
important for expressing and composing his thoughts 
and feelings, while becoming invaluable for those left 
behind. It is a tool for exploring and enlightenment as 
well as dealing with an overload of emotions, including 
boredom. Many spouses write poetry out of the 
overwhelming love and desire to honor their beloved 
mate and to bring joy to the passage of death. Writing 
is also applied to the preparation of finances, last rights, 
and a will and testament. This is important in giving 
the patient a feeling of closure in business for those left 
on Earth. This, also, ensures that his desires will be 
attended to, so that he can live out the remainder of his 
life without added anxiety. 

Reading (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

Reading creates a peaceful time for one to 
escape into the pages of a book easing the mind of the 
present. It is for imagining and for filling the heart with 
beautiful literature and poetry. Reading exercises the 
mind's realm. Reading the Bible engages the soul in 
thought. It is to see the word of God and to make the 
reader confident, bv faith, of what lies beyond death and 
the grave. 
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Praying (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

Praying is the intimate communication between 
the Living God and the individual. It is one pouring out 
his heart's crv and soul's desire to the Lord, It is the 
individual's song of love adorning the feet of the Savior 
while saturating His presence with a sweet aroma. 
Through prayer comes the direct comfort that surpasses 
all others. Through prayer, God reaches down to 
embrace the one with His presence in love; and through 
prayer, eternity presses upon the seat of the soul. 

Bidding Farewell to the Departing (participants: family, staff) 

Bidding farewell is an unusual time because 
some patients seem to endure until everyone who needs 
to be there at the moment of death and departure is 
there. At this moment the departing one gives up his 
will and hope of hanging on, and releases his spirit unto 
God. For the living, the moment of death becomes a 
rapture of emotions flooding over their entire being. 
For some it becomes a testimony of God; for others it 
becomes a time of bitterness and denial. Confusion and 
joy may reside at the same time while overwhelming 
sorrow begins to drown the soul. 

Preparing the dead for burial (participants: staff) 

The preparation begins with preparing the 
family to leave the body. The family stavs with the 
body of their loved one for a duration of time to weep 
and mourn while the realitv of seeing the body of their 
departed pierces the denial of death. The bodv is then 
taken to be cleansed and dressed for the mortuar>'. This 
process happens at a seemingly quickened pace as the 
funeral arrangements are made for the place of burial. 
The room is then left vacant for the week as a shrine in 
honor of the cherished one. A rose is left on the pillow-
where the departed had once laid his head, while 
pictures and cards from the staff and others fill the 
room, 
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Grieving (participants: the departing, family, staff) 

The loss of a loved one to death is one of the 
most distressing experiences in life. At their departing, 
grave sorrow floods over the soul and heart, quenching 
the livelihood of an individual. Though grief is a 
natural part of living, it can be self-destmctivc if one 
does not find a means of release and healing. Grieving 
is a process in which each person expresses and deals 
with in their own way; some grieve in loud wails, while 
others in muffled cries. Grieving is the lamenting and 
mourning at the affliction of a heavy heart. 

Group Therapy (participants: family, staff) 

Group therapy is a time for families to come 
together and share in common experience at the loss of 
their loved ones. A special confidence is created so that 
family members can express their tme feelings and 
concerns freely. This is a time of weeping and venting 
at the consoling of one another. Special bonds are 
made as healing begins and the sorrow lessens. No one 
is ever ridden of the saddness or longing for their 
departed loveded one; yet, the grief and shock do 
subside and are replaced with a renewed hope and 
strength. The goal of group therapy is to aid in the 
recovery process and to get each individual back into 
life while being transformed by their experience in a 
positive way. 

Staff Therapy (participants: staff 

k m cnvart 

The staff go through their own kind of grief that 
they must work through in order to carrv on with their 
daily tasks and to keep them human in the process. 
Special relationships are created between them and all 
of their patients. Since death is inevitable, they have to 
go through a process of letting go. They griev c at the 
loss of everv patient because thev have poured their 
lives into each one. Next to the departing, they know 
verv well the brevity of this life on earth. Strong bonds 
form between staff members to create a supportiv e and 
loving community and provide a type of release and 
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Analysis of Secondary Activities 

Office Activities (participants: staff) 

1 he office activities are a daily routine in which 
the staff partakes. They include all the paper work 
involved with admitting patients to the hospice, as well 
as, the reading, organizing and creating of files and 
records. Other activities deal with finances, typical 
secretarial work, the scheduling of treatment and 
therapy programs, and the organizing of staff meetings. 

Maintenance/Upkeeping (participants: staff 

The maintenance activities encompass both 
interior and exterior tasks. The activities in the hospice 
include cooking for the communal place of nourishing 
and the storing of food; housekeeping and laundry; 
janitorial services and the disposing of waste; and the 
general upkeeping of the facility, repairs, and machine 
servicing. The activities that take place on the exterior 
grounds of the hospice are gardening, planting, 
watering, and maintaining the exterior appearance of 
the building. 
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Analysis of Spaces 

Place of Receiving 

participants: the departing, families, visitors, and staff 

I sq.ft.: 400 
number oj places: 1 | ĵ g receiving place celebrates the arrival of 

patients and their families; it is the place where the staff 
congregates to welcome patients into their care. The 
place of receiving will be the main entn. into the 
hospice for the staff, visitors and the departing. It will 
provide a ceremonious experience amongst a poetic 
mass of its body and a passage through the porthole into 
another realm, upon sacred ground. This will most 
likely be the only time the departing enters through this 
way and into the hospice, before exiting from within the 
facility into the arms of God. The place of receiving 
will arose visual stimulation; alluring one with a 
distinct stmctural expression, 

performance requirements: 

LI - The place of receiving should be obvious as a 
natural entry into the hospice, denoted bv formed 
masses and the necessary information signs. 

1.2 - The place of receiving should contain open areas 
to comfortably enclose 10 to 20 people at one time, 

1.3 - A drive-up area should accommodate vehicles, 
from cars to large RV's, at the entrv doors into the 
hospice for patient drop-off and others, 

1.4 - A protective element should be considered for 
addressing times of inclement weather. 

1.5 - .Ml doors entering into the hospice at the receiving 
area must have an opening width of 6" or more for the 
access of rolling beds, on which many patients will be 
brought to the facility. 
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1.6 - The place of receiving should have flat surfaces, 
gently sloping up into the facilitv to accommodate ease 
in mobility. 

Place of the Departing 

participants: the departing 

sqft.: 150 
number of places: 20 1 he place of departing is the central focus and 

heighten demonstration of a great Opera of life, 
containing within its very joints and morrow the sorrow 
of life and the exceeding joy bestowed upon the one 
whose life becomes an illuminated revelation through 
grave suffering and death. These spaces w ill cradle the 
departing in a womb-like nature while releasing them in 
their departure to God. Light will penetrate the flesh of 
the building while shadows dance across the ceiling. 
Moonlight will shed its beams around the room softly 
and kiss the forehead of the dying. Views will connect 
the interior to the outside realm. Heighten levels of 
emotions and events occur here while powerful 
memories are made and impressed into the soul of those 
left behind. For most patients, this will be the onlv 
place they abide in for the remainder of their days, 

performance requirements: 

2.1 - Each space must contain life supporting equipment 
and panels within access to the bed of the patient, 

2.2 - Each bed of the patient should be mobile and extra 
wide to accommodate room for a spouse or child to lie 
next to them in comfort, 

2.3 - The places of the departing should provide wide 
clear views, especially at the eye-level of one in bed. to 
the gardens, mountains and contemplative elements in 
even, room to bring psychological and spiritual 
comfort. 
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lA - Each room should capture the moming sun and 
reflect it into the space, adding to its sacred and 
meaningful quality, 

2.5 - The rooms should be designed to accommodate 
easy circulation around and into the spaces for rolling 
beds and wheelchairs, 

2.6 - The designing of acoustical control should be 
implemented in order to provide privacv. keeping out 
unwanted disturbances while containing personal times 
of sharing and weeping. 

2.7 - Temperature, climate and ventilation should be 
controlled at individual control devices in each room 
for the comfort of the patient. 

2.8 - Special accommodations should be available and 
flexible for patients with unique cases needing an extra 
sterile environment. 

2.9 - Lighting, both natural and artificial, should be 
designed to appropriate levels and provided around the 
patient's personal area for reading and other activities 
within the confinement of the bed. 

2.10 - Natural light should gentlv fill the room with an 
uplifting quality, avoiding harsh glares, 

2.11 - Each room should be designed as to give the 
departing a feeling of visual privacy while the door is 
open for easy access and attention of the caretaker, 

2.12 - Storage, selves and nooks should be fumished for 
the placement of personal items and artifacts, 

2.13 - Each room should have its own toilet, sink and 
bath accessible for the disabled, 

2.14 - Entertainment equipment should be provided for 
listening to music or watching TV and visual imagerv' 
videos. 
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2.15 - Openings in the ceiling should be provided for 
gazing at the stars and moon with careful attention to 
the penetration of light from the sun during the 
afternoon. 

Private dwelling for the Family 

participants: families of the departing 

sqft.: 300 

number of places: 20 Jj^g ^^-^^.^^^ dwelling for the family members to 

stay needs to be near their departing loved one. The 
family will be able to prepare and cook food in these 
rooms as well as sleep and bathe. Views to the gardens 
and mountains will bring encouragement into the space 
and provide a cormection with the exterior. Each room 
will accommodate four family members with room to 
bring in roll-away beds for larger families. The place 
will have a warm, inviting and relaxing quality, while 
being flexible for personalization of the space. 

performance requirement: 

3.1-A place to prepare, cook, and store food should be 
provided within the dwelling place for the familv. 

3.2 - Sinks, a toilet, and bath should be prov ided in each 
family dwelling that meets requirements for the 
disabled. 

3.3 - Views to the gardens, mountain range and 
contemplative elements should be implemented into the 
space for visual and psychological comfort. 

3.4 - Artificial lighting should be provided at 
appropriate levels and places for the tasks performed. 

3.5 - Temperature, climate and ventilation should be at 
desirable levels of comfort by providing individual 
control devices within each room. 
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Sanctum 

3.6 - The family's private dwelling should be next to 
and separate from their departing loved one physically 
and acoustically. 

3.7 - The family dwellings should provide sleeping for 
4 family members with room for a few roll-away beds. 

3.8 - An abundance of chairs, both movable and non-
movable, should be provided and available when 
needed to accommodate the number of familv members 
and for individual comfort of the family. 

3.9 - Entertainment equipment and phones, with their 
own private lines, should be provided in each of the 
dwelling places for the family. 

3.10 - Storage, selves and nooks should be fumished. 
with room for 4 people, for the placement of personal 
items and artifacts. 

participants: the departing, family, visitors, and staff 

sqft.: 2400 
number of places: I The sanctum is an important hierarchical space 

that becomes the anchor for the entire body of the 
facility. It is the lungs of the building taking in the 
Divine and exhaling and exhorting Truth. The built 
mass of the Sanctum participates in dialogue with the 
dwelling places to the west end of the facility of the 
departing and their families. Bathed in light, it contains 
a sense of the presence of God. It is a place 
transfigured, a glorified body. Fellowship and services 
takes place here, as well as, personal times of seeking 
and pouring out the heart to God. This place contains 
the quality of silence and timelessness, a reflecfion of 
the Ancient of Days. 

k. m. envart 

performance requirements: 

4.1 - The Sanctum should be on the eastem extreme of 
the building, orientated on a west to east axis. 
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Sanctum Sanctorum 

4.2 - Light from the rising sun should penetrate the 
space in a ceremonious wav as it first reaches the flesh 
of the building, 

4.3 - Natural light should be controlled and manipulated 
into the space as to emulate a sacred quality. 

4.4 - Private niches should be provided olT of the 
sanctum for individuals to spend a quiet time in 
veneration and invocation. 

4.5 - A place for a small congregation to sit and a pastor 
to preach should be fumished for fellowship and 
services. 

participants: the departing, family, visitors, and staff 

.sqft.: 25 
number of spaces: I 

1 he sanctum sanctomm is the eyes of the body, 
drinking in the first light of the rising sun as it 
penetrates into the space and floods into the rest of the 
hospice. It strains forward in tension, watching for the 
coming of the Bridegroom. The sanctum sanctorum is 
the Eastem Gate by which no man can enter except Him 
who was found a worthy sacrifice for the atonement of 
sins. It is a place where no one can enter with his 
fleshly body; yet it causes his spirit to soar up to the 
reality of God. This place is the central point by which 
the entire facility rotates and eludes to within its 
monstrous details and joinerv. 

performance requirements: 

5.1 - The sanctum sanctorum needs to face east as a 
predominate feature of the building, greeting the rising 
sun in celebration. 

5.2 - This place should be a separate and distinct place 
that catches the eve and draws one in to contemplate its 
mvstcp.; yet. it can not be entered into by an individual. 
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Gardens 

participants: the departing, family, visitors, and staff 

I he gardens will be encompassed by the 
facility, predominately residing to the west end of the 
property. All types of plants, flowers and trees will be 
grown and arranged with paths, nooks, fountains and 
courtyards. The gardens will be for the benefit of the 
departing and their family to experience and drink in 
with their eyes. Gardeners will take care of the gardens 
and the lawns that surround the building, bringing fresh 
cut flowers into the patient and family dwellings, 

performance requirements: 

6.1 - Areas for gathering, nourishing and plav ing should 
be provided within the garden areas, 

6.2 - Paths, nooks, fountains and courtyards should be 
designed within the layout of the gardens to provide 
private areas and places of contemplation. 

Natatorium 

participation: the departing, family, visitors, and staff 

.sqft.: 5000 
number of places: 1 The natatorium contains two pools, one indoors 

and one predominately outdoors, along w ith spas for the 
benefit of patients whose condition allows them to be 
treated for pain. The pools will offer a soothing 
environment for the flesh and bodv while the trickling 
water will bring peace over one's mind. Light will 
shine upon the water and cast moving shadows on the 
ceiling and walls. Massage therapy will also be 
provided here. Separate areas will be designated for 
patient treatment and family member use. 
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Place of Nourishing 

performance requirements: 

7.1 - This place should have a large span roof to stretch 
across the space as well as needing to bring in natural 
light. 

7.2 - All walking areas in this place should be textured, 
non-slip surfaces to insure safety and add an element of 
design of the nature of the natatorium. 

7.3 - Gentle steps and anthropomorphic forms should be 
designed within part of the edges of the pools in order 
to rest and relax in the water, 

7.4 - Changing areas should be provided so as not to 
drip water into the other areas of the hospice and cause 
an accident. 

participants: the departing, family, and staff 

.sqft.: 2400 
number of places: 1 

The place of nourishing is a large communal 
area for the staff and families of the departing to come 
together and nourish their bodies with food, as well as, 
a time of fellowship. It will be divided into private 
nooks and large tables for groups. Food will be 
prepared in its kitchen to be taken to patients who are 
confined to their rooms due to the advancement and 
disability of their condition. 

performance requirements: 

8.1 - Outdoor spaces as well as enclosed, indoor spaces 
should be provides for nourishing and fellowship. 

8.2 - Both private nooks and open spaces should be 
designed within the interior of this place. 
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8.3 - A kitchen for the cooking staff should be provided 
with the appropriate equipment for preparing, cooking 
and storing large amounts of food. 

8.4 - A place to receive the deliverv of food should be 
accommodated to fit large boxes and dollv carts, 

8.5 - A place for trash and garbage disposal should be 
provided for the sanitary disposal of waste. 

Place for Radiotherapy and Special Treatment 

participants: the departing, and staff 

.sqft.: 600 
number of places: I The radiotherapy and special treatment place 

contains radiotherapy equipment. It will be small 
enough to treat one patient at a time because most of 
them will not need this type of treatment. For this 
Bachelor's thesis, this space will be blocked in because 
of the extensive nature of its technical data and because 
the extent of the information is not the focus of this 
thesis. 

performance requirements: 

9.1 - This place should be separate from a majority o\: 
the hospice with careful considerations to safety. 

9.2 - This place should only provide space for one 
patient to be treated at a time. 

Working place for Medical Staff 

participants: staff 

.sqft.: 150 
number of places: 6 ^ working place for the medical staff will 

provide the doctors, head nurses and physical therapist 
a space to work privatelv while being able to collect 
their thoughts. Each place will be enlightening and 
motivating, having a connection to the larger body of 
the facility. 
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Place for Staff Meetings 

participants: staff 

performance requirements: 

10.1 - Pleasant and simulating views should be 
provided for every individual place of work. 

10.2 - Desks and storage of files and other papers as 
well as a place for a computer should be provided in 
every room, 

10.3 - These spaces should be private accommodating 
the needs of the medical staff 

sqft.: 225 
number of places: 1 he staff meeting place is for the conducting of 

business meetings, discussing arising situations and 
expressing needs and new ideas. It is also a place for 
the staff to work out their grief, provide support for one 
another and pray. It will be within the staff areas and a 
place for learning and for lectures on how to best 
provide the highest quality of life for the departing. 

performance requirements: 

11.1 - This space should have a large table to 
accommodate at least 12 staff members or more, 

11.2 - Views and lighting should be designed carefully 
as not to distract or hinder from business. 

11.3 - Video equipment should be provided within the 
space, placed within easv v iew for evcrvone to see. 

11.4 - This place should be private and close to the staff 
areas. 
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Private domain for Staff 

participants: staff 

sqft.: 100 
number of spaces: 12 1 he staff private domain space will provide the 

staff with a place to dress, wash-up and relax. Lockers 
and storage will be av ailable as the staff come here to 
take a break and rest. It will prov ide spaces to wash the 
flesh and the release the cares of one"s mind. 

performance requirements: 

12.1 - Lockers and places of storage should be provided 
for at least 12 staff members, 

12.2 - Pleasant views should be provided for one to 
relax with their own thoughts. 

12.3 - This place needs to be near the staff areas for 
easy access. 

12.4 - Sinks, toilets and showers should be provided for 
the staff in this place. 

12.5 - Furniture to relax and rest upon should be 
abundant and comfortable for napping or reading. 

Place for Private Gathering 

participants: family, and staff 

.sqft.: 300 
number of spaces: 1 The private gathering is the place for private 

family counseling and therapv. It is a place o'i leaming 
and healing at the attention of a staff member. It will 
also be used for smaller more intimate groups meeting 
for Bible studies or therapv sessions. 
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performance requirements: 

13.1 - This space should provide a small number of 
movable and firm, vet comfortable chairs, 

13.2 - Stimulating views and appropriate lighting 
should be provided to achieve a healing and uplifting 
character. 

Place for Communal Gathering 

participants: families, and staff 

.sqft.: 600 
number oj places: I [ ĵ g commnal gathering place is for the 

gathering of larger groups, for therapy or lecture 
sessions. This is a place of healing, leaming and 
sharing within the caring environment of others. It will 
be uplifting, and encourage social interaction. This 
place will be inviting, warm and provide for place of 
release. 

performance requirement: 

14.1 - This place should provide movable, firm, vet 
comfortable chairs and places to sit as not to reflect an 
institutional setting, but rather an intimate one that 
stimulates the mind and emotions. 

14.2 - The floors and surfaces of this space should have 
warm materials, textures and color that respond to the 
body of one within its space, 

14.3 - Moving and contemplative views should be 
provided in creating a healing and stimulating 
environment. 
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Place of waiting 

participants: family, and visitors 

.sqft.: 1000 
number of places: 1 1 he waifing place is for visitors and families 

who are briefly coming to visit the departing. Since this 
can be a time when one can feel exposed and naked 
emotionally, it will contain a secure quality, while 
having easy access near the entrance and place of 
admitting. It will contains private nooks, as well as, 
more open spaces for larger groups of people. The 
chairs in this space will be inviting and comfortable. It 
will be a place of introspection and contemplation of 
views and details that intersect this space. 

performance requirements: 

15.1 - The space should accommodate large groups of 
individuals at one time, while containing an unexposed 
quality for each individual. 

15.2 - Private nooks should be provided for a single 
person or an intimate few who need to be alone. 

15.3 - Lighting and views should be uplifting and 
affirming, providing a type of release from intense 
emotions. 

15.4 - Plenty of firm and comfortable places to sit 
should be provided in accommodating at least 30 
people. 

Place for Children 

participants: children, and staff 

sqft.: 400 
number of places: 1 The children's space will provide daycare for 

the children of the departing. It will be a place of 
therapy for the children as well as a discover)-
place 
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appropriate to their perception of things. The height 
and measurements of the doors and other elements will 
be to the proportion and abilities of a child. 

performance requirements: 

16.1 - The place should provide furniture appropriate 
for the proportional size of children to sit at and draw. 

16.2 - Sinks and 2 separate toilets should be provided at 
the size of children, 

16.3 - Stimulating views for discover) and wonder 
should be provided at the consideration of a child's eve-
level. 

Working place for Administration 

participants: staff 

.sqft.: 1500 
number of places: I 1 he administration work place will house the 

spaces needed for the office activities to maintain the 
business of the hospice. This is where the departing 
will be admitted; and where care is taken of their 
records and personal things. Secretarial work takes 
place here, as well as, the storage of files, records and 
other papers. An office for financing and a break area 
for the administrative staff will also be provided, 

17.1 - A front desk should be provided near the place of 
receiving in clear view and easy access. 

17.2 - A place for the storage of files and records should 
be provided within ease access to the front desk. 

17.3 - Private offices should be provided for the 
financial counseling of families and general business. 

17.4 - A break area should be provided tor the 
administrative staff to relax. 
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Place of preparing the Departed 

participants staff 

sqft.: 500 
number of places: I he preparation of the departing space is the 

area for the body of the departed to be prepared for pick 
up by the mortuary. It is first cleansed and dressed, 
then given over to the mortician to prepare for burial. 
The technical data for this space will not be discussed 
as to the extensive nature of the information is not 
pertinent to this Bachelor's thesis. 

performance requirement: 

18.1 - These place should accommodate the storing of 3 
bodies at a time. 

18.2 - Ventilation, temperature and climate control 
should be kept at stringent levels with careful designing 
for the staff and bodies of the departed. 

18.3 - A place for storing bodies should be provided 
until the mortuary or main hospital can come to pick 
them up. 

Place of Exiting 

participants: staff 

sqft.: 400 
number of places: 1 he place of existing is where the bod) of a 

departed one is picked up by the mortuary in a hearse. 
It will be a discrete place and avvav from view of the 
place of receiving. 

performance requirements: 

19.1 This opening in the building should be discrete 
and out of complete view of the place of receiv ing and 
the major path of arrival for the departing and their 
familv. 
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19.2 - The exterior should be large enough to 
comfortably fit at least one hearse to pick up the body 
of the departed in a casket that the mortuarv will bring. 

Place to launder 

participants: staff and families 

sqft.: 500 
number of places: I 1 he laundry place is for the housekeepers and 

families to wash clothes, sheets and other articles. This 
place will have v lews to the outside as well as become a 
space to escape from intense emotions through 
involving the mind and hands in a routine task. 

performance requirements: 

20.1 - This space should accommodate 5 washers and 5 
dryers. 

20.2 - Ventilation, temperature and climate should be 
controlled to comfortable levels because of the heat and 
humidity that builds up from the machines, 

20.3 - A place for sorting, folding and storing washed 
items should be provided. 

Places of storing 

participants: staff 

sqft.: 300 
number of places: 5 

Storage spaces will be throughout the facility. 
An area will be designated for the storage of medicine 
with high security for items, such as morphine. 
Another area will be set apart for the storage of 
furniture and janitorial items, and another for gardening 
and mowing tools and equipment. Garbage and 
contaminated wastes will also be carefully stored while 
waiting for disposal. 
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Place of delivering 

participants: staff 

performance requirements: 

21.1 - A place should be provided in storing extra chairs 
needed in the patient and the family dwellings, and in 
the private and communal gathering spaces. 

21.2 - A high secure place should be provided for the 
storing of all medicine. 

21.3 - A place within the facility should be provided in 
storing janitorial and maintenance equipment. 

21.4 - A place on the exterior of the building should be 
provided in storing gardening, mowing tools and 
machinery. 

21.5 - An area near the place of delivering should be 
provided for the temporary storage of general trash and 
the careful, temporary storage of contaminated waste. 

sqft.: 400 
number of places: 1 

The delivery place will be for the deliver) of 
medicine and food items into the facility. It will, also, 
provide a place to pick up trash and contaminated 
waste. Trucks and vehicles of all sizes will access its 
drive; so it will be separate and out of the wa) of the 
receiving area for the departing, familv. visitors and 
staff 

performance requirements: 

22.1 - The exterior should be able to access at least one 
large tmck. 

22.2 - The place of delivering should be separate and 
out of the way of the traffic going to and from the place 
of receiving. 
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facility program relationship of spaces 

Relationships of Spaces for Adjacency/ Separation 

Nstrong adjacency 0=adjacent V^separated [x]=strong separati on 

Space 

Place of Receiving 

Place of the Departing 

Private Dwelling for the Family 

Sanctum 

Natatorium 

ace of Nourishing 

Place for Radiotherapy 

Working Place for Medical Staff 

Place for Staff Meetings 

Private Domain for Staff 

Place for Private Gathering 

Place for Communal Gathering 

Place of Waiting 

Place of Children 

Working Place for Administration 

Place of Preparing the Departed 

Place o[' Fxitiim 

Place to Launder 

Places of Storing 

Place o\' Dclivcriim 
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Relationships of Spaces for Community/Privacy 
VP = Very Private P = Private SP = Semi-Private C = Communal \ ' C - VerN Coinmunal 

Space 

Place of Receiving 

Place of the Departing 

Private Dwelling for the Familv 

Sanctum 

Private niches 

Natatorium 

Place of Nourishing 

Place for Radiotherapy 

Working Place for Medical Staff 

Place for Staff Meetings 

Private Domain for Staff 

Place for Private Gathering 

Place for Communal Gathering 

Place of Waiting 

Place of Children 

Working Place for Administration 

Place of Preparing the Departed 

Place of Exiting 

Place to Launder 

Place of Delivering 

VP 

A 

p 

A 
A. 

X. 
X. 
X. 
X 

X 

SP 

X 

X 

X 

X 

c 

X 

X 
X 

X 

vc 

X 

X 
X 

X 
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The star is passing on to 
the world of just beyond. 

The star you followed many nights 
and wondered where it was. 

The heavenly star is waiting for you, 
and will receive you with open arms. 

You 've filled your earthly wants, and 
the star is waiting for you. 

Waiting patiently, and the star is 
grateful to receive you. 

-unknown 
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Summary of Spaces 
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summary of spaces 

Summary of Spaces 

Space SQ. FT 

Place of Receiving 

Place of the Departing 

Private Dwelling for the Family 

Sanctum 

Sanctum Santorum 

Natatorium 

Place of Nourishing 

Place for Radiotherapy 

Working Place for Medical Staff 

Place for Staff Meetings 

Private Domain for Staff 

Place for Private Gathering 

Place for Communal Gathering 

Place of Waiting 

Place of Children 

Working Place for Administration 

Place of Preparing the Departed 

Place of Exiting 

Place to Launder 

Places of Storing 

Place of Delivering 
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1 a 

20 a 

20(1 

1 u 2 

]fi 

\a 

1 a 

\'a 

6S 

\d 

\2fv 

\d 

• ^ 

1 d 

1 a 

1 a 

1 a 

\q 

1 a 

5fi 

1 a 

400 

150 

300 

400 

25 

5000 

2400 

600 

150 

225 

100 

300 

600 

1000 

400 

1500 

500 

400 

500 

300 

400 





summary of spaces 

Net Square Footage 27.300 

Usable Square Footage 35.490 

Gross Square Footage 42,588 
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a place of waking 

"Wake up. () sleeper, 
rise form the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you. " 
- Hphcsians 5:14 

After a long search, I felt the word "W AKING' to be the most fitting word to describe the 
essence of my thesis and this facility. In the scriptures (both the New Testament and the Old 
lestament) 'waking" denotes the resurrection of the dead —a phvsical. bodilv arousal to life 
where the spirit of a man is put back into his earthly body. 

"But your dead will live: 
their bodies will rise. 

You who dwell in the dust. 
wake up and shout for joy. " 

- Isaiic26:19 

The scriptures also speak of man as being dead in sin and needing to be "bom again" into lite 

"But because of His great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive 
with Christ, even when we were dead 
in transgressions—// is by grace you 
have been saved. " 

- Ivphcsians 2:4.5 

fhis thesis contains both meanings of 'waking,' waking as the resurrection of the bodv 
and the spiritual waking within the individual. I hope to persii.ide vcm, it.e reader, lo experience 
and know the laUer as I unfold my motives in exploring such a thesis. 1 hus, I wrote my thesis 
statement, "Architecture as a place of spiritual wakinfi. can embody Truth that liberates one from 
a condition of death into life, through the intentional and meaningful union of mass, void and 
monstrous detail revealed in light." 

In this statement I made a distinction between what the architecture will do and what 
Truth does. It is Truth alone that transforms a life. This architecture contains the image of and 
points to that fruth. It is a theater for Truth to speak—to take center stage. 

What is truth'.' It has been asked bv many through the ages. Jesus said. 7 am the way 
and the truth and the life. So one comes to the Father except through me. " - John 14:6 
V\ hen Pilot asked "W hat is truth?". Truth was literallv standing before him. Jesus didn't say I 
will point vou to the truth, but rather I am the truth—the way—the life. These three ver) 
compelling statements must be considered and challenged in the hearts and minds of everv living 
indiv idual. He, Christ, is the constant, the absolute, and vour creator. He is the giver o[' life and 
holds the meaning \oyour life. 
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"For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity 
lives in bodily form . . ." 

- Collisions 2:9 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. 
Through Him all things were made, without 
Him nothing was made that has been made. 
In Him was life, and that life was the light 
of men. The light shines in the darkness, 
but the darkness has not understood it. " 

- John 1:1-5 

"The Word became fiesh and made His 
dwelling among us. " 

- John 1:14 

It is from here, this point of origin, that all my concepts and design revolve and from which they 
are derived. 

My journey through this exploration in the spiritual potential of architecture lead me to 
wondrous things that I, unfortunately, did not have the time to accurately and completely record. 
I hope you, as the reader, will catch a glimpse of what 1 saw. experienced and learned. 

"My purpose is that they may be enctniraged in heart 
and united in love, so that they may have the full riches 
of complete understanding , in order that they may know 
the mystery of God, namely. Christ, in whom are hidden 
all the treasures ofwi.sdo/n and knowledge. " 

- Colossians 2 2.'! 
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the tree... 

The Tree at the center of the building 
was the beginning and first of all mv 
organizational elements. In the 
beginning of creation we see the tree o^ 
life in the midst of the garden. 

"And the LORD God made all 
kinds of trees grow out of the 
ground—trees that were pleasing 
to the eye and good for food. In 
the middle of the garden were 
the tree of life and the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. " 

- Genesis 2:9 

Adam and Eve were only forbidden to 
eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil 
and "free to eat from any [otherf tree in the 
garden. " - Genesis 2:16 Thus, we assume they 
could freely eat of the tree of life. 

What is this image? Once sin entered the world through Adam's disobedience, the two 
were forbidden to eat from the tree of life. 

" 'He must not he allowed to reach out his hand and take 
also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever. ' So the 
LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work 
the ground from which he had been taken. .After he drove 
the man out. he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden 
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to 
guard the way to the tree of life. " 

- Genesis 3:22-24 

This mysterious image is not only seen at the beginning, but also at the end of this age and into 
the age to come, as recorded in the book of Revelation. 

"On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing 
twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And 
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. " 

- Revelation 22:2 

" 'Behold. I am coming soon' .\ly reward is with me. 
and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 
I am the .Mpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the 
Beginning and the End. 





'Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they 
may have the right to the tree of life and may go through 
the gates in to the city. '" 

- Revelation 22:12-14 

the axis. 

From the tree in the center of the hospice, every major axis and element branch off This 
brings me to the second major organizational element that dictated the direction of the design: 
the strong East to West axis. The building itself is a body looking and waiting for Christ to come 
again ablaze and full of glory across the Eastern sky. It groans in waiting as does creation. 

"For the creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice, but by the will of the 
one who subjected it. in hope that the creation 
itself will be liberated from it bondage to decay 
and brought into the glorious fi-eedom of the 
children of God. " 

-Romans 8:19-21 

It partakes in the ritualistic celebration of the sun's rising every moming and breaking the 
darkness with immense presence and power, painting the sky with brilliant colors that are new 
with each day. As the sun follows its path in the sky, the building, as a body with an eye, 
watches and marks the time of day and the seasons upon its large curving wall in the midst of the 

structure. 

From the body's main axis is an axis with its point of rotation at the small intimate chapel that 
extends over the ravine. At this point the axis is shifted to the southeast at 5° from the rigid east 
to west axis. This is the axial connection between the site and the body to Jerusalem, Israel—the 
place of Christ's return as lie comes down with the New Jerusalem, establishing His thousand 
vear reign on this earth. 
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The eye... 

The eye is watching, ready to be penetrated by light, bringing it into the bodv causing the 
illumination of its parts; a revelation of Truth, enlightenment to the mind and edification to those 
who dwell in it. Light is of the essence and the harnessing of that light crucial to the success o\' 
this design. That is why there is an abundance of skylights throughout the hospice, carefully 
considered and designed. 

"The eye is the lamp tjfthe body. If your eves are good, 
your whole body will be full (flight. But if your eves are 
bad, your whole body will he full of darkness. If then the 
light wUhin you is darkness, how great is that darkness! " 

- Matthew 6:22.23 

The eye watches the night, the stars, the moon and comets as they trace the sky. In mv search for 
connecting the building to the whole of its surroundings and context, I realized the night must 
receive equal considered as the day with its glorious sun. I came across a wonderful discover) 
in a book titled The Gospel in the Stars by Joseph A Seiss, In this book, Seiss unfolds the 
mystery of the starry worlds above that have been written in scripture since the beginning but can 
be easily overlooked. I must tread on careful ground when speaking of such topics, as to not 
glorify or make you, the reader, think there is anything in astrology, but rather, 1 speak of 
"Christian astronomy". Astrologv only glorifies self, and, in the end, is a false power that leads 
an individual to destruction by opening the doors to the demonic realm. Christian astronomv 
glorifies only Christ, in that it is the depiction of the Gospel of Salvation written in the heavens at 
the beginning of time and undeniable evidence that the plan of God's salvation is God's and not 
man's concoction. 

All ancient cultures had the same twelve major constellations, each with three decans, or 
sub constellations. Some of the earliest records in ancient Egypt show that this knowledge was 
well accepted, and in fact pro\ ided a central theme for their lives. 1 he ancient sphinx v\as one o\' 
the earliest symbols of the stor) of the constellations. The head of the woman represented Virgo, 
the virgin, the first picture in the constellation story. The back of the sphinx represented the 
Lion, the last picture of the constellation stor). In between, v\as revealed the promise given in 
Genesis 3:15! (Stockemer, Daniel G. and Wadsworth, Robert Scott. ./ Voice Crying in the 
Heavens. Salem: Praise Publications. 1996) 

" '.And I will put enmilv between vou and 
the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers: he will crush your head, and vou 
will strike his heel. 

- Genesis 3:15 

".tnd God said, let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day form the 
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and days, and years. " 

- Genesis 1:14.15 
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"The heavens declare the glorv oj God, and the firmament sheweth His handiwork. Day unto 
day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language 
where their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all lhe earth, and their words to 
the end of the world. In them hath He set a tabernacle for the sun. which is as a bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going fnrtli is from 
the end of heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof. " 

- Psalm 19:1-6 

"Canst thou bind the sweet infiuences of Pleiades, or loose the bands or Orion.^ C 'ansi thou 
bring Mazzaroth in his season.' Or canst thou guide .Ircturus with his sons.^ 

-Job 38:3 1,32 

"By His Spirit He hath garnished the heavens. His hand hath formed the crooked serpent. " 
- Job 26:13 

The stars do sing! Their song is the revelation of the mystery—Jesus Christ—the LORD God 
Himself come down in fiesh to be the sacrifice for our sin. He took death and suffering upon 
Himself so that we could have life and life without the fear of "death's sting". 

"When the perishable has been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then 
the saving that is written will come true: 'Death has 
been .swallowed up in victory. ' 
"Where, O death, is your victory: 
Where. O death, is your stittg? ' 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 
krw. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. " 

- 1 Corinthians 15:54-5~ 

In the stars' stor), Orion is the final and great chapter. The Glorious One (the meaning of Orion) 
is crushing the head of the serpent. (The hare under the foot of Orion was originalIv a serpent. 
1 heir are six serpents in the stars—all signs of Satan, "...that ancient serpent called the devil, or 
Satan, who leads the whole world astray. " • Revelation 12:9) And finally, Orion is holding up the 
spoils of his victor), the head of a lion. "Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring Tion 
looking for someone to devour. " - I Peter 5:8 

On the fioor of the great space and 
extending cross the exterior courtyard with 
the tree is the pattern of Orion. I he stars 
are denoted on the fioor with circular, gold 
plated fioor fittings. In the courtyard the 
stars are denoted by one foot cubed black 
stones with the corners carved out and laid 
in m^ld. 
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The eye of Orion is looking up and out. In the place of the eye is a skylight that looks 
out to the heavens in anticipating the rising of the Passover Moon as it fits in its window from the 
view inside the building. Jesus is the Passover Lamb. It was on Passover that He was crucified 
and rose again from the grave on the third day. The scripture speaks of Him fulfilling the 
Passover—being the only true and acceptable sacrifice. 

"...watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. " 
- Matthew 24:42 

the symbol... 

The first portion of the figure of the 
Christian fish became and integrate part 
of this place of waking. In the first 
centur) AD, Christians were being 
persecuted and had to hid among the 
catacombs to meet for worship. To 
recognized one another in public, a 
secret sign had become a way of 
communicating. While conversing a 
Christian would casually draw an arc in 

the dirt with a stick in his hand, if the fellow converser completed that arc with a counter arc in 
the sign of a fish, then the two could confide in one another as to the location of other Christians, 
etc. This symbol always required a response from another party to complete it. 1. as the 
architect, am calling for a response from the individual who partakes in this place and from you, 
the viewer and reader. Do you know Jesus? He is calling you now. You must respond to Him to 
complete the plan of salvation He has for you, so that you may be whole and know you are loved 
and have meaning and purpose in this life and the life to come. 

This arc form is experienced at both the macro and micro scale in this place. The large 
curving wall is seen at a distance as one approaches the site and comprehended as to its form 
from the great space in the center of the building. In each of the rooms for the Departing a stone 
is set in the windowsill with the form of the arc cut into it. Idealistically. I imagine an individual 
would dip his finger into the water from a water feature near the window and complete the 
symbol on the stone with their wet finger tip. 

The entry 

.i place of waking is a special place, separate from its surroundings but not removed from 
them or this world. It was important for the entr) sequence to be a part of the whole experience 





and have meaning in itself. Arrival to the entr) was designed with just at much care One arrives 
at this body by following the road that is laid out mathematicall) in the golden section. This was 
done so that as you come close to it infinitely continuing center, a pathwa) shots out from its 
core and finds its way through the entry of the building as stops at the tree in the center 
courtyard. One begins their entr) at the middle of this interaction between the golden section and 
the tree. As one passes from the outside to the inside, they begin to tread on sacred ground, a 
place were angels tread and the Spirit of God has rested upon to seek the hearts of men. .As one 
enters this sacred ground, mood and consciousness changes; it is a "step-up" as it slopes up into 
the place of receiving. The entrance narrows into the opening while surrounded bv rough hewn 
walls where one hears the trickling and splashing of water over them. In front of those walls are 
the hands of God holding back the water and danger, in the form of smooth surface walls that 
curve and extend outward, so that one may crossover safely. Carved in the smooth walls are one 
foot square punctures were one can catch sight of the rough hewn wall and water streaming 
down. Above the entrance, carved in concrete is a scripture from Isaiah quoting the words of the 
Living God: 

"Fear not, for I have redeemed you: 
I have summoned you by name; 

vou are mine. 
When vou pass through the waters. 

1 will be with you; 
and when you pass through rivers, 

thev will not .sweep over you. 
When vou walk through the fire, 

vou will not be burned; 
the fames will note .set you ablaze. 

For I am the LORD, your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, ytntr Savior. " 

-Isaiah 43:1-3 

The imagery used in the entrance is inspired by the crossing at the Red Sea, where God not onl) 
brought the Israelites from captivity and suffering into freedom, but also made it a form of 
baptism—a symbol of cleansing and being brought into a newness of life; being set apart, a 
crossing over into a sacred realm or ground and entering into God's rest. 

"Then .Xhises stretched out his hand over the sea. and all that 
night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and 
turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites 
went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their 
right and on their left. " 

-Exodus 14:21.22 

tlltimately, water baptism is a s)mbol of a greater thing, the baptism of the Hoi) Spirit in which 
the Spirit of God dwells in the heart of the individual who believes in Son of God and His 
promise of etemal life. 
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""John answered them all. 7 baptize you with water. 
But one more powerful than I will come, the tlumgs 
of whose sandals I am not worihv to untie. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire " 

- l^uke 3: Ui 

•• But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on vou. '" 

- .Vets 1:8 

" ...Christ in you. the hope of glorv. " 
- Colossians 1 2 ' 

Once an individual has entered the building there is a second penetration as the) mcne 
under the large curving wall and into the great space. The view of the tree is always in front of 
them and can be seen from the outside. The large curving wall has been slopped back as taking 
on the form of the side of a great boat. This too was intentional in the design process, as to give 
the image of entering the ark of Noah, another symbol of Christ. In Noah's day, ever)one was 
invited to escape the judgment of God by entering into the safety of the ark, but only eight chose 
to enter in and believe, Christ is the ark in which we enter into to escape the great judgment to 
come in which, ironically, Christ Himself will be the judge. Won't you let Him b e ) our ark, )our 
Savior now, so that He won't become your Judge once your earthly life is over'.' 

the body... 

In a different manner, another image purposely expressed in the presence of this building 
is a corporal one. This building takes on the nature of a body that stirs to waking the real bod) of 
the individual who experiences this place. It is a body who has been spiritual wakened. It has 
good eyes to receive the light into its members, it enlightens, edifies and pn^claims the good new 
of the Gospel to all who come in contact with its body. It is aware of its surroundings and has 
become a part of the earth. This building takes on the nature of a bod) coming forth from the 
dust, the ground, awaiting the resurrection at the Rapture. This was expressed bv placing the 
rooms for the Departing into the side of a ravine. This building compliments and respects the 
presence of its site verses violating it. The sk) light over the lower lever hallwa) is an image of 
the ground opening up to the sky as are the panels placed over the Place of Exiting, These panels 
echo the expression of the image of the resurrection that is the Place of Exiting where the hearse 
picks up the body of a departed soul. 1 he hearse drives down into the lower level and leaves 
coming out of the ground in a ver) ceremonious manner; a manner that shows respect for the 
bodv. God has .something in mind for our earthly bodies. I find this fascinating. Out of 
ever)thing on this earth God's plan was to choose the human bod) as His temple on earth and in 
the last da)s He will resurrect the bodies of believers and resurrect the lost at the great judgment 
da). 

"".And in Him you loo are being built together to 
become a ihvelling in which God lives by His .Spirit. " 

- Kphesians 2:22 





" 'Now the dwelling of God is with men... '" 
- Rev elation 21:3 

"Brothers, we do not want you to he ignorant about 
those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, 
who have no hope. W' believe that Jesus died and ro.se 
again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus 
those who have fallen asleep in Him. According to the 
Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, 
who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord 
Himself will come down from hecrven with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in C 'hrist will rise first. 
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. " 

- 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 

The fleshly nature of the body of this building is expressed in its materials. The outer 
edges of this body are clad in granite panel that match the color and hue of the rose colored 
stones found on the site. The rest of the exterior body will be clad in limestone with a honed 
finish, giving it a white and smooth fiat plane finish without refiective properties. The granite 
becomes like the physical skin of a body that protects the interior. The white clad areas are the 
soul and spirit that give personality and life to the body, and yet are vulnerable. The soul and 
spirit can not move and express itself without the fleshly body, and the fleshly body is dull and 
lifeless without the soul and soul. 

the water... 

"Jesus answered, 'Everyone who drinks this water 
will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water 
1 give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give 
him will become in him a spring of water welling 
up to eternal life. " 

-John4:13,14 

Water is another important feature that follows through this bodv as its live source, its 
blood, connecting all of its parts, in the center courtyard with the tree there is a large bolder split 
in two from the top to its lower mid-section. Out of it follows water that penetrates the interior 
of the great space and flows under the floor. The floor is slightl) split so that the water flow may 
be seen and heard. The water disappears onlv to reappear visuallv in the rooms of the Departing 
along the windowsills as previousl) mentioned. The trickling water on the windowsill flows 
down its own speciall) design trough, and continues out the window to the exterior of each room. 
From 
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there it follows a path to a water feature and drain that is v iewed by the adjacent room; thus, 
connecting, with its powerful yet subtle element, each room one to another. 

The image of the split bolder is derived from the Old lestament as another s)mbol of 
Christ. When the Israelites were in the desert with Moses the) began to complain about their 
need for water, so God told Moses to go up to the rock at Horeb and strike it once in order for 
water to pour forth. He did, and water came forth. However, later Moses became angrv with the 
people and went up to the rock and struck it twice. At this, God became angr) w ith Moses 
because he did not honor God as holy in the sight of the people, and the rock was a s)mbol of the 
Messiah to come; and that Messiah would only be struck once. Jesus was crucified once, and 
then He rose from the grave; defeating death and the grave once and for all. He is now the 
etemal victor. The cross was the most powerful and final thing Christ has done for us. Going to 
the cross, dying and rising again was what broke the power of sin in our lives, if only we will 
believe and receive Him. 

the places of the departing... 

in designing the rooms for the Departing and their families, I took into consideration the 
concept of the womb. The womb is a place of beginnings and a place of nurturing. The 
individuals who are terminally ill need nurturing for their whole being; soul, body and spirit. The 
rooms receive them as a retuming to the womb. The womb is the secret place where God knows 
us and "knits" us together. In returning to the womb we retum to the secret place where we are 
alone with God and in His care. This is the place of the transept where the horizontal, man. 
meets the vertical, God, Here lies a true relationship between man, God and architecture. 

The Departing soul is surrounded by all the necessities and elements that awaken the soul 
through the senses. Large windows provide a view of the mountains. A gentle trickling of water 
can be heard along the windowsill that looks out to the mountains. This windowsill is built up 
like steps representing the departure of the soul from the body as it retums to God. Embedded in 
the "steps" is the stone with the arc carved in it as mentioned before, A solid column made o\' 
rough stone stands near the bed of the Departing with a light mysteriously cascading down from 
out of the ceiling. This column is steadfast, everlasting and of old. The tactful meshing of the 
old materials and new bring comfort to the eves and the mind's perception of space and place. 
Each room is filled with a mixture of warm colors of wood and stone along with the coolness of 
glass and metal. Double doors open wide allowing the Departing to be rolled out on to balconies 
where the fragrant smell of garden flowers scent the air. The Departing are surrounded b) an 
abundance of counter space for the placement of personal items and tlowers. The rooms are 
flexible enough to make them feel at home while also providing a new and rich experience. .\ 
sk)light that is set deep above the bed of the Departing prov ides a view to the skv. It lets the sun 
flow into the space in a friendl) and healing manner and allows one to v iew the stars at night. 

Lhe famil) room is adjacent to the room of the Departing loved one. It has it's own set 
of amenities including a skylight that showers light down upon a pedestal. Imprinted in the 
pedestal is a hint of a pair of feet to provide a place, as it were, for angels to stand in watch. 





All together there are 40 rooms when including both the rooms tor the Departing and the 
family' rooms, 40 is a Biblical symbol for a time of trail and suffering. These precious souls are 
going through a their time of trial and suffering. They are also left vulnerable in man) aspects. 
and in such a way the building represents this bv this west side being the only major portion o\ 
the body not covered with rose colored granite panels. 

The site for this hospice was chosen for two reasons. First, the view was breath taking 
and pleasing to the eyes. It was perfect for meeting the ph) sical and psychological needs of its 
users. Second, the site and its surroundings were wonderfull) symbolical in representing my 
thesis. 1 he sun rises in the east and is seen clearly across the plains. As the sun moves west to 
set, it is veiled from this site because the mountains block the view in the late aftemoon. At this 
time, the shadow of the mountain shrouds the site and the body of the building with its darkness. 
Before the darkness overtakes the building, lights appear and intensify with the increasing 
darkness. They are the moon and the stars. In the same manner, though we are all appointed to 
die, Christ is with us in our death if we have received Him as our Savior in our life. To the 
Christian, death is just a porthole in which we pass over into life etemal. For the unbeliever, 
death is a torturous thing that leads to etemal damnation and suffering. 

"liven though 1 walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, 
for You are with me,,. 

Surely goodness and love will follow me 
all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house 
of the LORD 

forever." 
- Psalms 23:4,6 

There are many other elements and symbols in Ih'is place of waking such as the four 
towers, where the offices of the doctors and the call rooms for the nurses are, standing over the 
building; casting four distinct shadows proclaiming that what has been stated is true—the) 
testify. In the Bible, four seems to represent the act of testif) ing. For example, there are four 
books of the Gospel testifying of Christ's life and His deity. Jesus spoke of the four that lestitv 
about Himself in the book of John; John the Baptist, His own works, God the Father and the 
Scriptures. Of these other elements and symbols I leave them to your discover) adding to the 
excitement of the myster) found with this thesis. Ma) that Mvster) be found by )ou in )our 
heart so that you too may be wakened into life. 
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