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Figure 2 

"if I have seen further than others, It is by standing 
upon the shoulders of giants." 

Sir Isaac Newton 
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Preface: 

Growing up in a predominantly protestant town, and a 
southern Baptist family, I couldn't help but notice the austere 
quality of the churches. Contrary to the fundamental beliefs of 
most every religion, these buildings projected a notion of 
exclusion, rather than inclusion. These institutions rested at 
peace within their own framework, but did little to bring the rest 
of the world to them. Thus, the original idea was formed of a 
facility that met with open arms any who came upon it. 

Imagery: 

The images found within this overview are from the Amarillo 
area, and capture some of the heart of what makes' Amarillo a 
diverse, unique, and rather fitting place for the proposed 
facility. They give visual clues as to some of the aspects 
making up the identity of this town. 
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Figure 5 

Thesis Statement: 

Understanding human nature allows one to design for human 
need. As living, thinking beings, we have a quest for 
knowledge and truth. Creating a center which promotes such 
thinking is paramount in bringing further enlightenment to the 
residents of Amarillo, TX. 

As Norberg-Shuiz articulates in thoughts about dwelling, "Man 
dwells when he is able to concretize the world in buildings and 
things."'when one dwells, one thinks. It is in this very thinking 
we reach a heightened sense of spirituality. In order to create 
a spiritual retreat which promotes dwelling, we have to tap into 
the whispers of the town. Listening to what it tells us, we 
discover the Zeitgeist of the town itself. 

The overall goal is to tap into these very fundamental 
principles laid out by Frampton's works on critical regionalism, 
and Norberg-Shulz's phenomenological work, and apply them 
to a spiritual retreat which embodies the soul of the town itself. 

1 Christian Norberg-Schuiz, "Tlie Plienomenon of Place' in Theorizing a New 
Agenda for Architecture: An Anthology of Architectural Theory 1965-1995, ed. Kate 
Nesbitt (New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1996), 425. 

Fiqiire ':i 
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Facility Statement: 

The proposed facility is primarily concerned with the spiritual 
growth of all the inhabitants of Amarillo, TX. It should be 
inclusive rather than exclusive, and offer opportunities for all of 
the primary world faiths to grow as people. It should offer 
solace for the weak, and a platform for others to grow and 
share. It will be a place to rejoice, celebrate, and moum. 
Primarily it should be concerned with offering the opportunity 
for spiritual guidance and knowledge, to all who seek it. It will 
be a place for gatherings and solitude, and offer space for 
important events in our lives. 

Figure 8 
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Context Statement: 

Figure 9 

Amarillo has had a diverse array of identities since its birth 
more than 100 years ago. From its early agricultural roots to 
its regional medical district of today, it has a proud history of 
opportunities. With these opportunities the community has 
grown to its present status. These individuals have all brought 
with them their own personal ideologies. 

Figure 10 
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Project Scope: 

The Spiritual Refuge has many spaces for a myriad of events. 
However, it is important to place boundaries within the 
framework to guide the project along. It will offer a formal 
"chapel" for special events such as weddings, funerals, and 
special messages. Additionally space will be provided for 
gatherings of people with different beliefs to share and learn. It 
will offer various spaces devoted to each of the worid five 
major religions, for personal discovery and growth. It will offer 
an eatery and retail store to purchase spiritually significant 
items, in addition to generating revenue for the facility. It will 
offer two housing units for group retreats to converge and 
grow spiritually. A myriad of secluded outdoor garden spaces 
will be included to provide places for reflection, prayer, or 
study. Finally it should have a memorial, not for any particular 
sect, event, or group, but rather everyone. A place to go to 
remember those important in everyone's own lives, and mourn 
and reflect. 

All the other spaces within this facility are the necessary 
utilitarian spaces to allow the facility to function on a daily 
basis, and will be covered in the later sections of this program. 

Figure 11 ffl 
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Introduction 

Figure 12- Dome of the Rock 
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Throughout all of humanity's existence mankind has 
always been searching. Whether reading literature, asking 
questions, or pondering our own existence, mankind has an 
innate quest to search. In largely every culture in the worid, a 
group of religious beliefs has characterized their existence and 
provided meaning to life. Religious structures have been 
erected, temples devoted, and sites have been designated as 
sacred by mankind to dwell on these thoughts. What makes a 
space spiritual to one person might be different to another. 

However, there are those places throughout the world, 
thought to be spiritual and significant by a majority of the 
worid. What separates these places from the others, and why 
do they succeed in conveying on the emotional level, 
spirituality, when so many others fail? One could argue that 
the simple truth is that these spaces evoke meaning. Whether 
significant from a historical standpoint or founded within 
religious doctrine, every place from the Vietnam Memorial to 
the Wailing Wall, resonates with an inherent quality of 
meaning. 

The question then is whether we can attain these 
same qualities with a new exciting architecture. The quest of 
this project is to capture what is lacking in the myriad of 
religious structures throughout Amarillo, TX and determine 
how best to create a place capable of meaning. 

Figure 13- Vietnam Memorial 
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Creating the Basic Framework 

Figure 14- Tent Revival 

Religious facilities dot the landscape throughout 
Amarillo, yet the only real meaning found within these 
structures seems to come to those actively involved in that 
particular congregation. Even then, it would be easy to argue 
that the meaning associated with the buildings relies heavily 
upon the activities within them. The building merely serves as 
a gathering spot, and does little to enhance the spirituality of 
its inhabitants. In this sense one could have just as a 
significant spiritual experience out in a barren field, than in the 
ornate church. 

Thus, the created dilemma is the absence of a real 
place for people to be. For man to taily find himself, he has to 
be able to dwell. As Christian NortDerg-ShuIz states, in The 
Phenomenon of Place: 

Architecture belongs to poetry, and its purpose is to 
help man to dwell... Architecture comes into being 
when a "total environment is made visible,"... 
In general, this means to concretize the genius loci. 
We have seen that this is done by means of buildings 
which gather the properties of the place and bring 
them close to man. The basic art of architecture is 
therefore to understand the "vocation" of the place.̂  

Therefore, if we can capture the genius loci, or spirit of the 
place, we can invariably help people to dwell in their 
surroundings. When one dwells, one thinks. It is this very 
thinking that leads to a greater level of spirituality. 

2 Christian Nort>erg-Schulz, "The Phenomenon of Place" in Theorizing a New 
Agenda forArchltecture: An Anthology of Architectural Theory 1965-1995, ed. 
Kate Nesbitt (New Yori<: Princeton Architectural Press. 1996), 414-428. 

" ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K t H W ARV 
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Another theorist that follows a concurrent theme to the 
genius loci ideology of Norberg-ShuIz is Kenneth Frampton. 
In the introduction of Frampton's "Prospects for a Critical 
Regionalism," Kate Nesbitt refers to Frampton's belief in 
stating, "He seeks an architecture with the "capacity to 
condense the artistic potential of the region while 
reinterpreting cultural influences coming from the outside." 
This simple definition rather succinctly describes regionalism 
at its best. 

Understanding Critical Regionalism 

Critical regionalism has grown in stature since the mid 
1980's. Unfortunately it often gets misconstrued with improper 
conceptions of its real meaning. According to Kenneth 
Frampton, "the term critical regionalism is not intended to 
denote the vernacular, as this was once spontaneously 
produced by the combined interaction of climate, culture, 
myth, and craft"* Instead critical regionalism is generally noted 
for five distinct qualities; a sense of place, nature, history, craft, 
and limits.̂  

The Genius Loci 

According to Douglas Kelbaugh, "Critical regionalism 
first and foremost starts out with a love of place."' As alluded 
to eariier, capturing the spirit of place will invariably lead to an 
innate sense of dwelling. 

Figure 15-Antonio Gaudi's work shares many tenets 
valuable to regionalism 

3 Kate Nesbitt, Theorizing a New Agenda forArchltecture: An Anthology of 
Architectural Theory 1965-1995, (New Yortc: Princeton Architectural Press, 1996). 
468-469 
4 Kenneth Frampton, "Prospects for a Critical Regionalism" in Theorizing a New 
Agenda forArchltecture: An Anthology of Architectural Theory f 965-^995, ed. 
Kate Nesbitt (New Yorit: Princeton Architectural Press, 1996), 471. 
5 Douglas Keltjaugh, Common Place: Toward neighttorhood and Regional Design 
(Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1997), 73-82. 
6 Ibid., 73. 
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Figure 17- West Texas Highway 

The question then follows as to how to capture the 
spirit of place. Fred S. Matter postulates that, "This suggests 
many elements for consideration including topography, lighting 
characteristics, orientation, vegetation and a number of other 
micro climatic conditions."' Christian Norberg Shuiz further 
defines place by stating in The Phenomenon of Place: 

We mean a totality made up of concrete things 
having material substance, shape, texture, and 
colour. Together these things determine an 
"environmental character," which is the essence of 
place. In general a place is given as such a 
character or "atmosphere." A place is therefore a 
qualitative, "total" phenomenon, which we cannot 
reduce to any of its properties, such as spatial 
relationships, without losing its concrete nature out 
of sight.' 

The importance of this statement is clear, in that one element 
does not define a place, but the totality of everything helps 
determine the physical, and at a higher level, spiritual makeup 
of a town. West Texas is often classified as barren and flat. 
However this is not the genius loci, as it only defines a small 
portion of the totality of the plains. 

Instead to detemnine the Genius Loci of West Texas, 
one needs to look at people. Through the people one 
begins to see important industries, economic trends, and 
hardships they endured in settling in the unsettle able. 

7 Fred S. Matter, Critical Regionalism from a Desert Dweller's Perspective, 
accessed 18 January 2005: available from 
http://ag.arizona.edu/OALS/ALN/aln28/matter.html; Internet. 
8 Christian Norberg-SchuIz, "The Phenomenon of Place" in Theorizing a New 
Agenda for Architecture: An Anthology of Architectural Theory 1965-1995, ed. 
Kate Nesbitt (New Yortc: Princeton /Architectural Press, 1996), 414. 

http://ag.arizona.edu/OALS/ALN/aln28/matter.html
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Figure 18-Solving the Puzzle of the Genius Loci 
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Additionally you have to look at the climate, dominant 

agricultural crops, and the general history of the place to 
determine what is the defining characteristics. As such, in 
solving the interiocking puzzle that is the genius loci, it is 
important to look at every factor and piece to determine the 
clear picture and capture the spirit of place. 

Evolving with Nature 

A sense of place ties back into all the other qualities 
found within the framework of critical regionalism in some 
fashion. What is meant through this statement, is that, as one 
detemiines what the physical makeup of a place is, patterns 
begin to develop. 

In ternis of nature this involves the notion of identifying 
elements which have a strong natural presence and 
embracing them. West Texas has large blue skies and flat 
terrain. By acknowledging these well-known facts, one can 
design with a better understanding of the environmental 
character of the place. The natural ten-ain lends itself to low 
rise, horizontal structures. The vast expansiveness of the 
plains affords these allotments, and to evolve with nature 
would be to disperse. Wind is a very common term throughout 
West Texas, and if a building is to evolve with nature, it needs 
to address the physical duress that wind loads will place upon 
the building, and furthermore, how the building affords a better 
experience to its user, through wind breaks, etc. 

The second point of having a sense of nature can 
have several suggestive notions. Looking at the worid in a 
biological sense, there are various ecosystems thriving 
throughout the world. 
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Figure 20- Amazon Jungle 
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F/gure 27- Sahara Desert 
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However, each ecosystem is only viable at that particular 
location. It is as impractical to consider a rainforest growing 
naturally in the Texas panhandle, than it is to assume a desert 
wasteland in the Amazonian jungles. 

Therefore the analogy can be made back to 
architecture that it must fit within the framewori< of its inherent 
environment. Tying back into this idea of nature is the aspect 
of supporting the natural ecosystems found within our region, 
and not foreign entities into our site. As Kelbaugh states in 
"Common Place: Toward Neighborhood and Regional Design," 
"Working together...planners can fulfill an ecological role, 
namely to protect and preserve ecosystems, natural cycles 
and chains, and the symbiosis between organisms and their 
environment."' 

History Lessons 

History, much like nature has followed a pattern of 
evolution. History in the context primarily discussed here is of 
architectural precedents. The goal, when looking at the history 
of the region is not to shamelessly counterfeit elements of 
previous buildings, but to look at what they have to offer. 
Glancing at many buildings in a similar typology reveal's 
elements that repeat time after time. It becomes evident that 
this element proved beneficial to keep recurring in newer 
buildings. 

In this sense the goal is to leam from the past, and 
not necessarily "reinvent the wheel." Furthermore the 
notion that a building must "rhyme" within 

9 Douglas Kelbaugh, Common Place: Toward neighborhood and Regional Design 
(Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1997), 75 

I 

k 
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Figure 22- Piazza San Marco, Rhyming with History 
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the other building in context is discussed by Kelbaugh in 

stating: 

This incremental evolution applies to both 
vemacular and high-style architecture. 
Conventional architectural language can be converted, 
subverted, inverted, or perverted. If it evolves too 
suddenly, it loses its meaning and 
power. Change is most successful when it is fresh but 
not too radical or too abrupt, so that it "rhymes" with a 
familiar imagery. Rhyme-likeness tempered by slight 
variation-is naturally pleasing to the human eye, as it 
is to the ear.'° 

Overall, we see that in order to have a true sense of 
history, one has to examine precedents previously set in the 
region, and have a meaningful relationship with the context of 
the buildings. 

Mass-produced Hysteria 

The idea that we live in a mass-produced worid with 
mass-produced products is hardly a new concept. In one of 
Kenneth Frampton's other essays, "The Status of Man and the 
Status of his Objects," Frampton goes in great depth about 
this very subject. The essay in general follows the work of 
Hannah Arendt's "The Human Condition" and provides 
architectural corollaries to her ideas. 

According to Kenneth Frampton, Arendt describes the 
homo faber as, "...both artificer and tool-maker; the builder of 

Figure 23- Industrialization in the U. S. 

10 Douglas Kelbaugh, Common Place: Toward neightiorhood and Regional 
Design (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1997), 78. 
11 Kenneth Frampton, "The Status of Man and the Status of His Objects: A 
Reading of The Human Condition'in Rethinking Architecture: A Reader in Cultural 
Theory, ed. Neil Leach (New Yorii: Routledge and New Yoric, 1997), 362-377. 
12 Hannah Arendt, 77)8 Human Conrf/f/on, (Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 1958) 

I 
I 
I 
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Figure 24- Nasher Sculpture Center, The modern 
work of a craftsman 

Figure 25- East Wing, National Gallery 

the worid and the maker of the instruments with which it is 
built."^The problem developed in the period of 
industrialization and mass production. The homo faber or 
master craftsman was no longer a necessity. As man began to 
produce these goods en masse, the human aspect of products 
began to disappear. While whether the end product is of equal 
or superior quality is not the primary concern. Important 
however is that this idea transcends culture into a realm 
whereby originality is lost. Douglas Kelbaugh in Common 
Place: Toward neighborhood and Regional Design states: 

Basically architectural craft and detail are getting 
relatively more expensive than manufactured items 
especially products that take advantage of 
miniaturization and of mass production. Because the 
construction of architecture is labor intensive, it is 
doomed in the foreseeable future to fall further- and 
further behind more mechanized and industrialized 
production." 

While hand-carved entry ways are probably a thing of 
the past, this does not preclude "craftsmanlike" quality in 
buildings with mass-produced objects. What Is meant in this 
statement, is as designers, we have the ability to specify 
products, their uses, and their installation. In this framewori<, 
one has the ability to oversee exactly how a building is put 
together. The two examples at the left illustrate this ideal 
succinctly. 

Much like a hand-tooled chair is often cherished by 
families for generations, buildings have the same ability. Man 
has an innate sense of respect for objects, and things which 
manifest themselves in a manner that reflects craft. 

13 Kenneth Frampton, "The Status of Man and the Status of His Objects: A 
Reading of The Human Condition'in Rethinking Architecture: A Reader in Cultural 
Theory, ed. Neil Leach (NewYortc Routledge and New Yori(, 1997), 366. 
14 Ctouglas Kelbaugh, Common Place: Towardneightx>rhood and Regional 
Design (Seattle: University of Washington Press. 1997), 80. 
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Figure 26- Skilled Metal Work, South Mountain 
Community College Performing Arts Center 
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An end user will appreciate architecture and 
constnjction which visibly took skilled hands to produce. This 
is evident in the fingerprints on the edge of National Gallery 
wall, as everyone is astounded by the high level of 
craftsmanship in one single element. 

The other aspect which needs to be addressed via 
industrialization is honesty in materials. Through the 
manufacturing process, various materials have surfaced in the 
construction industry meant to imitate other limited or costly 
materials. Besides the overtly cheap look of materials such as 
fake wood veneers, there is a deeper psychological impact 
about the machine like quality of the material. 

This serves to take life out of the building, and tends to 
dehumanize the structure. The quirks and idiosyncracies 
found within the natural materials are what defines them, and 
provide character. While often manufactured materials cannot 
be avoided, they can be used in a manner, which reflect the 
humanity of the material. It also should be noted that 
sometimes synthetic materials should be used, as long as the 
honest nature of the material is reflected. This can be 
achieved via unique connections, an unusual detail, or often, 
especially within metal work, the construction and assembly of 
the work itself. This helps boost the humanity of the object in 
that skill was visibly used in the assembly of a part, rather than 
a mechanized routine. 

Understandmg^Boundari^s 

Tying back in with the concept of the genius loci is 
this last concept of boundaries and limits. Critical to 
regionalism is the notion that there is not an unlimited 
supply of space. 

Figure 27- Delicate Synthetic Planes, Computer 
Sciences Corp., Austin, TX 
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Figure 28- Falling Water resting upon the water itself, 
is constrained by the engulfing foliage, and rests at 
peace within its limits. 

This unfuris itself at every conceivable scale, and was 
primarily instituted as an argument against the free space and 
unlimited horizons that modernism seemed to imply!° Buildings 
need clear boundaries in relation to their context in the site. 
Simultaneously, buildings need to have scales closely related 
to human proportions. This invariably leads to a greater sense 
of being, and thus dwelling. 

The other important aspect, when discussing 
boundaries involves the environment. As Kelbaugh states, 
"the appreciation of natural resources as limited was parallel 
and simultaneous to the renewed perception of architectural 
space as finite."'Architects must examine the building footprint 
and its lofty reach to determine its environmental impact. This 
manifests itself twofold; one in the resources used in 
constructing the building, and two the resources destnsyed by 
the building and associated parking, etc. 

EstabMshirig Meaning 

By following the tenets of critical regionalism, an 
architecture capturing the genius lod begins to develop. 
However, an important aspect that must be remembered in the 
design is its responsiveness to human need. 

In "The Phenomenon of Place," Christian Norberg-
Shulz states that you have to, "recognize the fact that man is 
an integral part of the environment, and that It can only lead to 
human alienation and environmental disruption if he forgets 
that."" 

15 Douglas Kelbaugh, Common Place: Toward neighborhood and Regional 
Design (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1997), 81-82. 

16 Ibid., 82. 
17 Christian Norberg-SchuIz, The Phenomenon of Place" In Theorizirtg a New 
Agenda for Architecture: An Anthology of Architectural Theory 1965-1995, ed. 
Kate Nesbitt (New Yort̂ : Princeton Architectural Press. 1996). 426. 1 

J81 
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Figure 29- St. Paul's, Meaningful to Some 

Recognizing the man-environment equation is crucial 
in developing a meaningful architecture, resulting in a 
heightened spiritual experience. However, it could be noted 
that creating meaning in architecture is a rather difficult task to 
accomplish. First it is important to realize what is implied in 
meaningful architecture. Christian Norberg-ShuIz, in Meaning 
in Architecture states: 

As a wori< of art, architecture concretizes higher 
objects or 'values'. It gives visual expression to 
ideas which mean something to man because they' 
order" reality. Only through such an order, only by 
recognizing their mutual dependence, do things 
become meaningful." 

Man has various values assigned to different things 
over the course of his life. These are not born values, but 
learned. Therefore, what is meaningful to one, might not be 
meaningful to another, dependent upon their individual value 
system. According to Norberg-ShuIz: 

Human life cannot take place anywhere, it 
presupposes a space which is really a small cosmos, a 
system of meaningful places. It is the task of the 
architect to give the places such a form, that they may 
receive the necessary content. It is for instance the 
architect who designs the home in such a way that it 
offers security and peace.'" 

If mankind is an empty vessel, awaiting fulfillment, 
the role of the architect is to provide opportunities for life to 
take place. 

18 Christian Norberg-Schuiz, "Meaning in Architecture" in Meaning in Architecture, 
ed. George Baird and Charles Jencks (New York: George Braziller, Inc., 1969.), 
223. 

19 Ibid. 226. 

Figure 30- Blue Mosque, Meaningful to Others 
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Figure 31- Apparent Symbolism, Sistine Chapel 
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In this sense, designers have an important role in society in 
not only creating spaces, but to create places that become 
meaningful. 

Meaning in Sacred Space 

Meaning in architecture often manifests itself in the 
fomi of the spiritual. From implied symbolism, to readily 
apparent meaning, spiritual architecture takes the message it 
intends to convey and expresses itself through its fonns. 
Thomas Ban-ie, in Spiritual Path, Sacred Place Myth, Ritual, 
and Meaning in Architecture states "architecture has 
traditionally aided in establishing a sense of meaningful place 
and articulating people's beliefs."^ 

However it is important to note that creating a spiritual 
environment is not solely based on the inclusion of religious 
symbolism and traditional icons associated within a particular 
belief sect, but rather the total experience. 

The Ritual In the Sacred 

Man experiences his environment through the various 
senses inherent in his person. We respond to touch, sound, 
and feel. Primarily however we respond to the visual. 
Thomas Barrie noted that: 

Humans primarily respond to their environment visually 
and spatially. The spatial emphasis of humans is due 
in part to the nature of our eyes, which are precise 
instruments that enable us to rapidly perceive 
space...architecture is principally perceived and 
experienced volumetrically...^ 

20 Thomas Barrie, Spintual Path, Sacred Place Myth, Ritual, and Meaning in 
Architecture (Boston: Shambhala, 1996,), 52. 

21 lbid.,45. 

Basis 

• 1 • 
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Figure 32- Spatial Meaning in Stonehenge 

Kevin Lynch is well known for his works in architectural 
sequencing and experience. In the Image of the City, Lynch 
develops the notion of the path, edge, district, node and 
landmark.̂ '' All of these idea's factor into the ritual of 
experiencing space, and lead to a heightened spiritual 
experience. Barrie went on to state: 

...architecture, and particulariy sacred architecture, 
often involves a dynamic between both the path and 
the place. It is possible to examine them separately, 
but they can only be fully understood in their interplay, 
as an integrated whole. It is clear that the path and 
place are not only a fundamental ordering device in the 
built environment but are imbued with symbolic content 
as well. A legible path sequence not only orients one 
physiologically, but psychologically and spiritually as 
well. Traditionally it has symtKDiized a going forth from 
the known to the unknown..." 

Here we see that we experience our envinanment as 
we move through it, and assign meaning as we progress. 
Therefore it is the role of the designer to develop a sequence 
of spatial events to help invite meaning, and ultimately a 
higher spiritual revelation. 

Creating a Spiritual Refuge 

Finally, we have come to the realization that a 
meaningful architecture, particulariy a spiritual architecture 
doesn't come into fruition, solely from placing a steeple on top 
of a building or emblazoning David's Star into stained glass. 
In order to create a center of meaning, it is important to reflect 
on what has been discussed. 

Figure 33- Journey into the Taihe Dian 

22 Kevin Lynch, The Image of the C/fy (Cambridge: MIT Press. 1960.) 

23 Thomas Barrie, Spiritual Path, Sacred Place Myth, Ritual, and Meaning in 
Amhitecture{Bosion: Shambhala, 1996),40. 
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Figure 34- Tipi Dwelling and 
Symbolism 
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Based on what is known about man in general, is that 
there is an inherent longing for places to dwell. An eariy 
example found here in North America, would be that of the 
Native Americans, most notably in the form of the tipi. While 
the seemingly primitive structure seems to denote a simple 
place of shelter, its meaning is of high importance to the 
Native Americans who dwelled here. From the binding at the 
top, the circular base, to the very poles which supported the 
animal skins, meaning and spiritual significance was achieved 
in this simplistid'fonn. 

Thus one can see that, devoid of technology, and the 
global social fabric woven today, these eariy North American 
settlements albeit even temporary focused on creating a place 
of "being," a place of dwelling. 

Martin Heidegger in one of his most famous essays, 
entitled, "Building, Dwelling, Thinking" postulates this very 
issue when he states: 

Dwelling, however, is the basic character of being in 
keeping with which mortals exist. Perhaps this 
attempt to think about dwelling and building will 
bring out somewhat more cleariy that building 
belongs to dwelling and how it receives its nature 
from dwelling." 

According to Heidegger, our basic function on this earth is to 
dwell. Dwelling invariably leads to a heightened sense of 
spirituality, which in turn leads to enlightenment. The 
underiying idea behind this whole issue, is that man needs a 
place to dwell, not just space. 

24 "Aboriginal Perspective on Social Psychology: The Significance of the Tipi" 
(Northwest Catholic School Divislon.2001, accessed 26 May 2004: available from 
http:/Aivww.nwcsd.ca/gospel/psych/shajar/lndex.html; Internet. 

25 Martin Heidegger, "Building, Dwelling, Thinking" in Poetry, Language, Thought 
(NewYortc: Harper Colophon Books. 1971), 143-161. 
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Figure 35- The Journey of Life 

Thus to create such a place involves capturing the 
genius loci, in this particular case, Amarillo. The five basic 
tenets which have been outlined toward critical regionalism 
are essential in creating a place which contains inherent 
meaning to the people of the West Texas region. This is the 
first step toward creating a meaningful architecture capable of 
dwelling. 

The next step in creating this place, rather than space, 
is to look at the end users of the building. They all come from 
varying backgrounds, different ideological beliefs, and 
diverging viewpoints. Aside from capturing the genius loci of 
the region, it is important to capture the genius loci of the site 
itself. This entails creating places within the framework of the 
architecture itself which contains varying inherent meaning to 
each particular user. This only aids in heightening the end 
experience to the user. 

Finally by creating a meaningful journey into the site, 
and through the site, we begin to develop a dialogue between 
the building and the user, which invariably will lead to a greater 
understanding of our physical worid, and hopefully a more 
spiritually significant experience. Man wanders through life 
searching for meaning, and the role of the designer is to 
create a place where these very thoughts can be realized. 
Once man has wandered life's journey to his destination, only 
then can he dwell, and by dwelling discovers himself. 

Figure 36- Search for Meaning 
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Great Northwest Branch Librai 
Lake/Flato Architects 

Building Type: 
Library 

Location: 
San Antonio, TX 

Analysis: 

Although not related in any real manner to the proposed 
building typology of this particular thesis, this building serves 
as an excellent example of critically regionalist architecture, 
even more so in Texas itself. It speaks of an agricultural past, 
with its shed like design, and to the local regional materials of 
the area itself, with the selection of the limestone veneer 

The building is positioned in a manner in which it embraces 
the local inhabitants, with the main entrance toward the 
residential neighborhood. The large clestoried facade 
engages the light source of the natural horizon, and uses it to 
fill the interior spaces with ample natural light. 

Lake/Flato is arguably one of the fastest rising firms of the 
moment, winning the architectural firm award by the AIA in 
2004. One could attribute their success to this return to roots 
approach of addressing the region and the culture in their 
designs. It might be noted that people in general appreciate 
truth in design, rather than the picturesque. 

c 

Figure 38 Figure 39 
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Figure 40 

Texas State Cemetei 
Lake/Flato Architects 

Building Type: 
Cemetery 

Location: 
Austin, TX 

Analysis: 

This state cemetery master plan/renovation to Texas' cemetery 
is intriguing in various regards. Most notably off the back is 
the use of the traditional stone found and quarried in the 
region itself. In this sense, it acknowledges the local materials 
and building traditions established throughout the area's 
history. 

Furthermore, these stone facades and veneers which 
permeate this master plan go one further in catching the spirit 
of the place; stoic, reserved, and rather melancholy. The 
purity of the virtually monochrome color scheme envelops the 
end user providing an architecture rich in experiences, but 
lacks the tactics found within many structures which scream 
for attention. 

The meandering walls throughout the site encourage the 
pause's one would encounter on a pilgrimage of 
remembrance. The overall success in this critical regionalist 
piece, is the dedication to preserving the spirit of the place. 

As mentioned eariier, the reverence of the architecture gives 
credence to its inherent meaning, that of remembrance. 

Figure 41 m 
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Figure 42 

Figure 43 

Santa Maria de las Brisas 
Fernando Domeyko Perez 

Building Type: 
Church 

Location: 
Theoretical 

Basis 

"~ Santo Domingo, Chile 

Analysis: 

Domeyko's church in Chile, is perhaps the quintessential 
example of critical regionalism. It speaks of many of today's 
issues, most notably meaning in architecture, and its response 
to the environment, and the ensuing response back. 

In this sense, this church succeeds because it understands 
the spirit of the place. It strives to capture the essence of 
every church; spirituality. Through its circular, non ending form 
to its play of light, it symbolizes many principles found to be 
important in the spiritual. 

More importantly however is how the church was developed 
around a deep understanding of the site, and the conditions 
upon which it was built. Various light studies were done, using 
the sun angle's to create an experience which warms the soul. 

Structurally the building responds to the seismic demands 
placed upon it, and the buildings location and placement 
shields the outdoor spaces from the winds. Additionally it 
responds to the neighboring sea, welcoming the user to 
experience the natural environment. 
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Conareoation Aaudas Achh 
Lake/Flato Architects 

Building Type: 
Synagogue 

Location: 
Austin, TX 

Analysis: 

Lake/Flato shows up once again, in this synagogue in Austin. 
This worship center, like their other project's ties together with 
regional ideals, centered around material selections. 

However, the real significance behind this project lies within its 
meaning, both historical and spiritual. The overall concept of 
the building is to relate back to early Jewish nomadic tents. 

Light fills the interior of the sanctuary, and alludes back to the 
days of the tent, whereby light filled the innermost sacred 
space. However, in this case, further symbolism is used, 
albeit more readily apparent, through a skylight in the roof of 
the star of David. 

While most of Lake/Flato's projects primarily draw from 
regional vernacular architecture to draw material inspiration, 
this project, the dominant use of wood beckons back to the 
synagogues found throughout eastern Europe. 

in 

Figure 45 Figure 46 



A Spintual Refuqe in Amarillo, TX 

Goal #1 
The facility should capture the spirit of the place, or the more 
commonly referred term, the Genius Loci of Amarillo. 

Performance Requirement 1: 
Building will embrace the site in terms of its topography, and form 
a relationship with the ground on which it sits. Subtle references 
to the canyon outside of town can be included, but must remain 
pure, and refrain from the picturesque. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
Facility will capture the beauty of the wide-open sky prominent 
throughout the Texas Panhandle. 

Performance Requirement 3: 
The overall facility will maximize daylighting possibilities, in 
relation to the buildings orientation, and the relation to the cities 
latitude and longitude. 

Goal #2 
The facility will have a close relationship with its environment, and 
the landscaping will reflect the West Texas climate. 

Performance Requirement 1 : 
The buildings will be oriented in a manner to reduce heat gains/ 
heat loss due to climactic reasons. Openings and fenestrations 
also need to respond to climate conditions. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
Naturally growing shrubs, grasses, and trees will be used 
throughout the site to create a viable ecosystem for the area. 
Foreign entities, not conducive to growth will not be introduced 
into the environment. However, some "foreign" trees may be 
introduced into the system, providing they have the stability to 
survive the harsh climate. 

Performance Requirement 3^ 
The building combined with the landscaping will respond to 
climatic issues, such as wind, sun, and precipitation, to ensure 
the overall experience is enriched. This includes wind buffers, 
and sun screens on the western and southern sides of the site. 

Theoretical 
Basis 

Maximize Daylighting 
Opportunities 

Embrace the site and sky 

Conceptual Sketch 

Use of landscaping as a block 
from wind and sun 

vdnderstand the sun 
•^y path and building 

orientation ^ 

Conceptual Sketch 
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Goal #3 
The facility should respond to the history of the region, both 
physically, and metaphorically. 

Performance Requirement 1: 
Being a religious facility, the building will have a relationship with 
the surrounding religious facilities, with ties to other faith's 
historical precedents which have survived over time. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
The facility will acknowledge past building trends in the region, 
and have a creative relationship with these structures. 

Goal #4 
The facility will maintain a high level of craftsmanship, with an eye 
toward detail, and will use materials as an honest expression. 

Performance Requirement 1 : 
An emphasis will be made on connections and joints such that 
the end users, can visibly see how the building came into being. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
Spatial qualities will not be sacrificed because of labor costs or 
difficulties of achievement. 

Theoretical 
Basis 

Relationship with other religious facilities 

Old 

Understanding past building trends 

New ^ ^ 
eye towards detail a 

craftsmanship I 
Conceptual Sketch Conceptual Sketch 
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Goal #5 
The facility should understand its physical boundary, and develop 
a relationship with its surroundings. 

Goal #6 
The facility will have an inherent spiritual quality to it, and convey 
meaning as one enters the various spaces. 

Performance Requirement 1: 
The facility will follow all local zoning codes relating to setbacks 
and fioor to area ratios. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
The building will take a keen interest in creating spaces fit toward 
the human scale, for a more intimate experience. 

Performance Requirement 3: 
By examining its surroundings, the building should develop a 
language with the neighboring buildings, such that a vocabulary 
begins to develop in terms of scale and proportion. 

NOTE: The performance requirements in goal six are discussed 
as goals themselves in the facility section of this program, and 
have accompanying performance requirements. 

Understanding 
Boundaries and Setbacks 

Creating a dialogue 

Conceptual Sketch 

Performance Requirement 1: 
To convey the metaphor of life's journey, the building should have 
a winding path to its various destinations. This manifests itself in 
circulation, and via placement of the various spaces within the 
facility 

Performance Requirement 2: 
The facility will use lighting, both artificial and natural, to deepen 
the spiritual experience. 

Performance Requirement 3: 
Color will be examined and used throughout the facility to 
enhance the environmental qualities of the spaces, and to 
promote a deeper level of meaning. 

Performance Requirement 4: 
Common characteristics of religious architecture from each of the 
five examined religions will be interpreted and incorporated into 
the design, whether by direct allusion, or metaphorical notions. 

Religious Symbolism incorporated 
into the architecture 

Winding journey 
through the site 

Conceptual Sketch 

Theoretical 
Basis 
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Contains the Unique requirements of this facility, and 
common characteristics of facilities which relate to this project 
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Introduction 

Figure 47- Stonehenge 

Figure 48- Pantheon 

Throughout history, mankind has had faith. In this 
faith, man has built structures to worship, pray, and mourn. 
From the eariy pagan practices Stonehenge was created for, 
to the classically formed Pantheon, these religious facilities 
have endured with the ever-changing times. While the 
structures, and beliefs change, the fundamental foundation 
has remained throughout all of time - the fundamental search 
for knowledge and truth, which inevitably leads to questions of 
our own existence. 

As we move into the 21st century, religious ideologies 
vary profusely, not only throughout the worid, but even in the 
West Texas area. While some are firmly established within 
their belief framework, others are still searching for meaning. 
As mentioned in the overview, as I looked upon the religious 
establishments throughout the Amarillo vicinity, I noticed the 
austere nature of the varied religious establishments. The 
religious structures themselves did not present a facade of 
"open hands," so to speak, which is characteristic of most of 
the dominant religions throughout the region, and more so the 
worid itself. Thus the initial idea was set into play of creating a 
facility welcoming to all the cities and regions inhabitants. 

Conversely, it is an interesting position to be in, as a 
facility of this type is not readily available for a model to study. 
Facilities similar in scope exist, but most religious facilities of 
today, still operate under a single set of religious ideals and 
principles. The goal of this facility then becomes to create a 
spiritual refuge for all of the five dominant world religions 
consisting of: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, and 
the Muslim faith. 

Facility 
Program 

Description 
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Figure 49- North Shore Synagogue, Kings Point, NY 

^mm I * 

Figure 50- Dawoodi Bohra Mosque. Dallas. TX 

Understanding the Spiritual Refuge's Purpose 

It is important at this point to define the scope and 
purpose of this project, to prevent any possible confusion. 
Each religious philosophy has its own important tenets, and it 
would be impossible to create a facility which catered to every 
unique issue that each group presents. However it is possible 
to create a facility which is usable to all, and provide a spiritual 
experience to each visitor. 

Principally it is a facility for people to gather A 
universal temple will be a central focus of the plan. All groups 
are encouraged to use this space for various ceremonies, and 
important lectures, sermons, messages. The focus is on 
larger groups of people, and large functions, open to all. 

The second aspect is the notion of education, and 
spiritual growth. Each religion will have its own unique space, 
with areas for reflection and study. A small library will be 
included for each space, to further education and knowledge. 
Additionally ceremonial space for prayers, meditation, and 
reflection will be a part of these individual spaces to provide a 
deeper spiritual experience. 

Most typical retreats are located out in the countryside, 
woods, or other secluded space. However, this retreat is an 
urban refuge, and is located in the heart of Amarillo. It will 
feature space for extended stay for large groups for weekend 
getaways, conferences, and longer retreats. The location of 
the refuge makes it easily accessible to all the residents of 
Amarillo. By providing an urtDan context, and by the 
relationship between a suburban neighborhood, a grouping of 
senior assisted living facilities, and the downtown fabric, it 
provides a strong center for people to naturally gravitate 
toward the facility-on leisurely walks, breaks from lunch, or on 
their way home from work. 

1̂  
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Figure 51- Koto-ln Zen Temple, Kyoto, Japan 

^^\m\\MM^ 
Simultaneously, the facility is located in the heart of what could 
best be described as a "spiritual district," with five churches 
neighboring the site, leaving the facility located firmly within 
the spiritual center of the city. 

The facility will offer a myriad of outdoor and indoor 
spaces for brief periods of reflection, prayer, and solitude. 
This will allow the building to serve as a refuge on a daily 
basis, as compared to the infrequent visits by traditional 
retreats found throughout the state. These spaces will be of a 
private, secluded nature. More public space however will be 
provided to promote fellowship, and gatherings. Included in 
this space will be a small caf6, and a boutique of shops 
catering to the various religious needs of the city's inhabitants. 
However, because of the nature of the facility, these spaces 
will be subdued, and "slowed" so to speak, as an overall 
escape from the rest of the worid. 

The final aspect of this facility is the notion of 
mourning. While the facility serves a host to a variety of 
celebrations, meetings, revivals, and other activities, there are 
times in every one's lives when we suffer loss. There are 
memorials scattered throughout the world for a myriad of 
purposes, but these are rather case specific. Likewise, 
cemeteries are scattered throughout the city, but there is no 
central location for mourning, or even the simple act of 
remembrance. As such, the final aspect will be a secluded 
remembrance-memorial, for those who wish to reflect back 
upon those who have left before the others. 

By incorporating all of these spaces into the spiritual 
refuge, one begins to develop a framework conducive to what 
was described in the facility statement. As such, the facility 
will provide a place for mourning, celebrating, contemplating, 
and praying. A place to learn, grow, and think, and most of all 
a place to escape the weary worid, and find solace no matter 
the spiritual beliefs. 

Facility 
Program 

Description 
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Figure 52 

Figure 53 Figure 54 

L^j^MlHiili 
Hooe and Healintf Center 
Looney Ricks Kiss 

Building Type: 
Spiritual Health Center 

Location: 
Memphis, TN 

Spaces: 
Chapel, Training Kitchen, Therapy Pool, Reception, 
Prescription for Well-ness Area 

Analysis: 

All of these case studies do not represent the totality of the 
spatial identity of my thesis, but this one is intriguing in that it 
offers a spiritual retreat like quality, centered on physical and 
spiritual healing. The purpose of this center is the promotion 
of health, both physical and spiritual, and offers programmed 
space to accomplish such goals. 

The journey begins as one approaches the building and 
discovers architecture symbolic of a dry riverbed no longer 
nourishing life. Other interesting architectural plays with 
meaning involve the use of materials, and the struggle and 
juxtaposition they represent. The competing metals and glass 
offer a view of the struggle to find balance within the spiritual 
and science. 

: 
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Figure 55 

Figure 56 

Unitv Temnle 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

Building Type: 
Church 

Location: 
Oak Park, IL 

Spaces: 
Auditorium, Outdoor Terraces, Kitchen, Gathering Spots 

Analysis: 

One of Wright's more famous public buildings, the Unity 
temple was designed in the early 1900's for a unitarian 
congregation needing a new church after their last church 
burned to the ground. At the time of its construction concrete 
was still a fairiy new material to Wright, and rather 
inexpensive. However, the material here has its real power in 
the ability, to cantilever and create niches and nooks 
throughout the building. 

In this sense this is the overall success of this building. It 
creates various levels of personal space, perfect for reflection, 
thought, and on the other hand, offers places for socialization. 
It is obviously striking, yet at the same time it seems to be an 
architecture for the people. 

It offers opportunities to gather, reflect, and worship, all within 
the same framework. The layout of the building offers an 
experience, a journey so to speak into the spiritual. There is a 
predetermined path one follows, which leads to an enriching 
spiritual experience, as symbolically we walk through the 
journey of life. 

Facility 
Prograni 

Description 
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Figure 58 Figure 59 

White TemoTe 
Takashi Yamaguchi 

Building Type: 
Buddhist Temple 

Location: 
Kyoto, Japan 

Spaces: 
One Memorial Chapel, Zen Garden 

Analysis: 

Its strength lies in its simplicity. Conceived as an extension to 
an already existing Buddhist compound it serves solely as a 
memorial for the deceased. 

It has two parts within the temple, a space for mourners, and a 
space for mortuary tablets for the deceased. But the real 
power of this project, is typical in zen beliefs is the sequence 
to the space, and the journey and integration into nature. 

While not fitting in with the other typical Buddhist architecture 
in the compound, it manages to interpret the fundamental 
concept of being one with nature exceptionally well. The focus 
is not on the picturesque here, but rather on reflection. The 
simple square opening beckons users in, where they are not 
distracted by extravagant design, but rather a pure room. 

The concrete walls allow for this isolation, with only the 
occasional light source radiating inwards, creating a space for 
deep private reflection. 

Facility 
Program 

Description 
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Since there is programmed space allocated to the five 
major worid religions, it is important to examine each of these 
faiths, and understand their basic framework, both in terms of 
general religious ideologies and in terms of precedent in 
architectural requirements. 

As mentioned eariier, the goal here is not to create 
individual temples for each faith, but rather a place for study, 
reflection, and prayer But, by examining each of these faiths, 
we can create a more meaningful experience to the end users, 
and heighten their spirituality through the design. 

Fundamental elements of each faith will be examined, 
to allow for architectural interpretations of the individual 
beliefs. However, since the focus of this thesis is on a spiritual 
refuge, the descriptions will be brief, and only meant to offer 
guidance to a better understanding of these faiths. 

Additionally architectural precedents will be examined 
in past holy structures, to determine the meaningful elements 
of each design. As the facility will incorporate a universal 
temple, the space will need to be accommodating to each 
faith, without overtly steering one religious belief over another 

Figure 61- The Vatican 
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Christianity 

Figure 62- Crucifixion 

Figure 63- Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane 

The dominant religious practice found throughout the 
United States, and particulariy the West Texas region would be 
Christianity. The two primary distinctions come via the 
protestant and catholic faiths. There are fundamental 
differences between the two, but both share common 
characteristics. 

Principal Beliefs' 

-Central Figure is Jesus Christ, whom is the Son of God, who 
came into the worid via immaculate conception 

-Christ came into the world to spread his message, performed 
miracles, and offered salvation to all 

-Christ was crucified to atone for all of man's sin 

-Christ rose from the grave and ascended back to heaven to 
be by his Father's side 

-Belief in Christ restores the fallen nature in man back to a life 
walking with God 

-The bible is the Christian Holy Text, consisting of the old and 
new testament, and is believed to be the inspired word of God 

26 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Christianity, accessed 4 March 2005; available from 
http://www,bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/beliefs/ 

Facility 
Program 

Description 

http://www,bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/beliefs/
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Figure 64- Si Peters by the Sea, Gulfport, MS 

r 

Christianity is replete with symbolism. Images and 
paintings of the biblical accounts are rather pervasive, and 
because of the proliferation of Christianity in the western 
worid, most images are easily recognizable. Likewise, the 
bible itself, is full of symbolism, and offers a plethora of 
parables for daily living. 

Architectural Precedence and Symbolism 

The design precedents found within a Christian church 
have varied over the course of humanity. However, within this 
variation, common principles still seem to appear, denoting the 
buildings' significance. 

Most common is the notion of the building reaching up 
into the heavens. This manifests itself in varying ways. Most 
modern churches, particulariy within the Amarillo region have 
a steeple of some form, pulling toward the sky. Other times 
you see the traditional gothic styles found throughout Europe, 
which seem to denote the upward movement of the entire 
place. 

Fenestrations have long had precedence in Christian 
churches. Windows often illustrate a story with rich stained 
glass panes. Likewise these openings allow rays of light into 
the building, filling the souls of its patrons. 

One of the most common symbols found within the 
context of the Christian church is the cross. This is often 
manifested with a physical cross attached to the building at 
some point, or more abstractly expressed within the facade, or 
floor plan itself. 

Facility 
Program 

Description 

Figure 65- Notre Dame Cathedral 
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Figure 66-Muhammed and 
the Revelation 

Figure 67 

Figure 68-Muhammad is Shown Hell 

The second largest religion throughout the worid is the 
Islamic faith. As its popularity continues to grow, an inclusive 
spiritual refuge must provide a place for the Islamic people to 
grow in a meaningful manner 

Basic Articles of Faith " 

The Islamic faith has six primary tenets to their faith: 

-Allah is the one and only God 
-Angels exist and are among us 
-A fundamental belief in all the Holy Books 

-Muslims believe in all the prophets including Moses, 
Abraham, David, and Jesus 

-That there is an afteriife, and a judgement will come upon 
mankind determining if they will go to Heaven or Hell 

-Muslims believe that Allah has already predetermined what 
we will do with our lives, but that humans still have free will 

Muslim Customs (The Five Pillars): 

The Ave pillars are the guides to living a spiritual 
Muslim life while on Earth, and are required by the covenant 
between man and Allah. 

27 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Islam, accessed 4 March 2005; available from 
http:/A«ww.bbc.co.uk/religion/rellglons/islam/intro.shtml; Internet. 

28 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Islam, accessed 4 March 2005; available from 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religlons/islam/beliefs/index.shtml; Internet. 

29 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Islam, accessed 4 March 2005; available from 
http;//www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religlons/islam/customs/lndex.shtml; Internet 
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F/gure 69- Illustration from the Shahnama 

The Five Pillars 

Principle to the Islamic faith are the five pillars. These 
guidelines help the Muslim person to live their live as Allah 
would have them live. 

Shahadah- The sincere reciting of the Muslim Profession of 
Faith, declaring allegiance to Allah, and no other 

Salat-Daily prayers, dispersed five times throughout the day, 
facing Mecca | | H 

Zakat- Giving of your earnings, equaling 2.5% of your wealth, 
every year to help the needy and less fortunate 

Sawm-Fasting during the month of Ramadan in the Islamic 
calender, 

HajJ-The pilgrimage to Mecca every Muslim must make 
sometime during their adult life if physically able 

Islamic Symbolism 

Whereas most Christian symbolism takes the form in 
images depicting scenes from the bible, most Muslim art and 
symbolism take an approach in quite a different manner 
Because of early Muslim traditional beliefs that people in art 
leads toward idolatry, the Islamic traditions lend themselves to 
art in a more abstract manner 

30 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Islam, accessed 4 March 2005; available from 
http://www.bbc.co.ul</religion/religions/islam/customs/lfidex.shtml; Internet. 

31 Rabah Saoud. Introduction to Muslim Art and Ornament, accessed 5 March 
2005; available from http://www.muslimheritage.com/features/default.cfm? 
ArticlelD=204; internet. 
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http://www.bbc.co.ul%3c/religion/religions/islam/customs/lfidex.shtml
http://www.muslimheritage.com/features/default.cfm
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Islamic Symbolism" 

Figure 70- Islamic Tiles in a Spanish Mosque 

For Muslims, Allah represents beauty, and art provides 
an outlet to illustrate the beauty that is Allah. Traditionally the 
most common art forms and symbolism come in three 
varieties. 

Abstract geometric patterns are a primary source of 
inspiration and adorn paintings, walls, fioors, and other 
elements of architecture. Art representing floral patterns are 
another common source of material. Since nature is beauty, 
and beauty encompasses all that is Allah, nature is 
represented heavily in various abstract interpretations. Even 
in the geometric patterns shown here also incorporate 
elements of nature in their design. The flnal primary form of 
art and symbolism is in the practice of calligraphy. Because of 
the inherent beauty in the arable language, murals with 
calligraphy are often found. Predominantly these paintings 
represent text from the Our"an or one of the other recognized 
holy books. 

Architectural Precedence 

An Islamic religious structure is known as a mosque, 
and the elements that define its status are small but important. 
Most important is a large open hall which contains a mihrab, or 
a niche orienting the people toward Mecca. Beside the mihrab 
rests the minbar which serves as a pulpit to lead the prayers. 
Additionally a minaret is sometimes included and traditionally 
someone rests up in the tower to call everyone to prayer. 

32 Rabah Saoud, Introduction to Muslim Art and Ornament, accessed 5 March 
2005; available from http://www.muslimheritage.com/features/default cfm? 
ArticielD=204; internet. 
33 Aptulla Kuran, The Mosque In Early Ottoman Architecture (Chicago: T>ie 
University of Chicago Press,1968) 
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Figure 71- Alhambra Palace 

http://www.muslimheritage.com/features/default
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Hinduism 

Figure 72-Vishnu, One of the Hindu Deities 

The third most popular religion throughout the worid is 
Hinduism. Central to Hindu belief is the notion of karma and 
reincarnation. Hindus also hold various deities in high regard, 
and establish that there is an almighty God known as 
Brahman. 

Principal Beliefs and Practices 

-Revere various deities, as these all reflect some aspect of 
The Brahman 

- Believe in karma, which is the notion that what you do in this 
life will affect what your status will be in the next life 

- Shrines are typically set up toward the God of one's 
choosing, and combined with prayer and the images of the 
deity, the basic process of worship is performed 

- Religious Texts are the Vedas, which contain everything 
important for faiitful living 

36 

The Vedas 

-The Samhitas- Hymns of Praise to God 
-The Brahmanas- Rituals to Guide Priests to their Duty 
-The Aranyakas- Concerning Worship and Meditation 
-The Upanishads-Mystical Teachings and Philosophy 

34 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Hinduism, accessed 4 March 2005; available from 
http://viww.bbc,co.uk/religion/reilgions/hlnduism/intro2.shtml; Internet. 

35 Ibid. 
36 BBC. Religion and Ethics: Hinduism, accessed 4 March 2005; available from 
http://w(ww.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/tieliefs/beliefs4.shtml; internet. 
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http://viww.bbc,co.uk/religion/reilgions/hlnduism/intro2.shtml
http://co.uk/religion/reilgions/hlnduism/intro2.shtml;
http://w(ww.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/tieliefs/beliefs4.shtml
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The Caste System 

Hinduism believes in societal roles, and that each person is 
born into their roles. The historical method for the caste 
system found roots in the Varnas. However today, a system 
known as Jatis is used. The principle ties in with the concept 
of karma, in that you will move up the societal ranks life after 
life, by leading your life in a holy manner. 

Hindu Rites 

A Hindu can improve their position in their next life by following 
these rites. 

-Nitya- Daily worship and offerings at the shrine 

-Naimittika- Participation in time specific rituals in the year 

-Kamya- Rituals such as a pilgrimage, which is optional 

Hindu Symbolism" 

Hinduism is replete with symbolism in its art. Because 
of the many deities worshiped and chosen by its believers, all 
these Gods can be found depicted in everything from 
paintings, to murals, and sculpted into temple walls. 
Additionally there are a few other symbols which hold 
importance to Hindus'. 

Figure 73-Shiva, One of the Hindu Deities 

37 BBC. Religion and Ethics: Hinduism, accessed 4 March 2005; available from 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/customs/lndex.shtml; Internet. 

38 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Hinduism, accessed 4 March 2005; available from 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/worshlp/lndex.shtml; Internet. 
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39 Subhamoy Das, Symbols we Live With, accessed 5 March 2005; available 
from http://hinduism.about.com/library/weekly/aa121400a.htm; Internet. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/customs/lndex.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/worshlp/lndex.shtml
http://hinduism.about.com/library/weekly/aa121400a.htm
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Hindu Symbolism 

Figure 74 Figure 75 Figure 76 

The Aum symbol, depicted on the far left is the holiest 
symbol in Hindu belief, and represents The Brahman, the 
source of all existence. The swastika figure represents the 
omnipotence of The Brahman, while the color sapphire is 
important in that it represents the supreme being. Additionally 
in worship, elements from nature such as the lotus fiower hold 
meaning, in particular the beauty of the soul. 

Architectural Precedence 

f 
3 
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Figure 77- Sri Lakshmi Temple, Ashland MS 

While the programmatic spaces within a temple are 
simple, the arrival at the final answer is determined by a series 
of interesting findings. Ancient texts dictated the location of 
the temple based on the fertility of the region. Soils were 
examined, and even tasted to determine the caste of the 
temple, and to whom the temple would be enshrined. Temple 
plans are rooted in sacred geometry and represent mandalas, 
and the progression through the temple represents life itself. 
Covering the temples walls are often carved scenes depicting 
the god the temple is devoted to, and various other symbolic 
and mythical figures. At the innermost portion of a temple is 
the garbhagriha where the shrine to the god rests. 
Traditionally one circles around the shrine in a clockwise 
fashion before entering to worship. The unusual projections 
on the exterior of the buildings are known as a shikhara, and 
rest above the location of the shrine. They are symbolic of the 
fact that the gods rest within the mountains. 

40 Subhamoy Das, Symbols we Live With, accessed 5 March 2005; available 
from http://hindulsm.about.com/library/weekly/aa121400a.htm; Internet. 

41 Nitan Kumar, The Hindu Temple- Where Man becomes God, accessed 5 
March 2005; available from http://www.exotk;indiaart.com/read/hindu_templo.htm: 
Internet. 
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http://hindulsm.about.com/library/weekly/aa121400a.htm
http://www.exotk;indiaart.com/read/hindu_templo.htm
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Judaism 

Figure 78- Moses Parting the Red Sea 

Judaism is more than thirty five-hundred years old, and 
is founded in the teachings of the Old Testament, in which the 
struggles of the Jewish people are well documented. The 
religion was founded by Abraham and Moses, and centers 
around the belief in one God. 

Principal Beliefs 

-Jewish people belief they are chosen by God 

-Holy Book is the Tanakh, with the first five books holding the 
most importance, and is known as the Torah 

-God not only created the Universe, but is available for a 
personal relationship with every Jew 

-Covenant relationship between man and God 

-Family and Community Centered 

-Believe in living their faith as opposed too solely believing it 

Worship Practices" 

Because of the covenant between God and man, 
prayers are an important part of the Jews daily life. Prayers 
are required three times a day, morning, afternoon, and 
evening. Additionally, there are prayers for praise, 
thanksgiving, and requests. 

Figure 79- The Burning Bush 

42 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Judaism, accessed 5 March 2005; available from 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/intro.shtml; Internet. 
43 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Judaism, accessed 5 March 2005; available from 
http://www.btx:.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/bellef5/index.8html; Internet. 
44 BBC. Religion and Ethics: Judaism, accessed 5 March 2005; available from 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/Judaism/worship/tndex.shtml; Internet. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/intro.shtml
http://www.btx:.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/bellef5/index.8html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/Judaism/worship/tndex.shtml
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Worship Practices 

Figure 80- Moses receives the Ten Commandments 

The most important day of the week is known as the 
Sabbath, and God has instructed man to rest upon this day. 
Its purpose ties into the creation story of Man. 

The other central aspect of Judaism is the synagogue. 
Here is where Jews gather together to worship God. 
Traditional services have a rabbi, whom delivers a message 
with readings from the Torah. A cantor sings, and public 
prayers are usually performed. 

Jewish Symbolism' 

The Jewish faith holds various things in high symbolic 
regard. The most common and well known is the Star of 
David. This symbol is immediately identifiable with Judaism, 
much as the cross is to Christianity. The menorah, the seven 
branched, candelabrum is representative of the seven days of 
creation. Mizrah's are murals or paintings which are placed in 
a house to point the direction toward Jerusalem when a family 
prays. 

The Wailing wall is symbolic in that it is believed to be 
the standing remains of the Jewish temple, and offers hope 
that the presence of God never left. Numbers are often 
viewed as important, as they appear throughout the scriptures. 
There are three fathers of the Hebrew nation, ten 
commandments, and four directions of the physical universe. 
These numbers appear in the scriptures in other locations as 
well. The number eighteen holds significance in that it is the 
Hebrew symbol for life. 

45 Ibid. 
46 Cynthia Benedict, Jewish Symbols, accessed 5 March 2005; available from 
http://www.tricityjcc.org/resources/arts/symbols.html; Internet. 

http://www.tricityjcc.org/resources/arts/symbols.html
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Figure 81- Typical Orthodox Temple 

Figure 82-Synagogue in Savannah, GA 
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Architectural Precedence 

As common in various religious facilities throughout 
the world, the location detemiines the aesthetic design. This 
holds great relevance to the Jewish synagogue, particularly 
within the United States. Myriads of styles appear, and vary 
from very traditional, to modern interpretations. This variation 
has allowed the Jewish people to more seamlessly blend in 
with the rest of the culture in the United States in terms of 
community centers and religious establishment. 

However, even with the diverse an̂ ay of synagogue 
styles throughout the worid, there are common elements in all 
of them. There are two primary Jewish congregations, 
orthodox, and reform. 

In an orthodox Jewish congregation, the men and 
women are separated, either by a curtain veil, or in some 
cases, the women have a separate balcony above the men. A 
platfomi containing the ark, which houses the Torah, is located 
along the east wall, and an eternal light, always lit shines over 
the ark. The ark is usually shrouded by decorated tapestries. 
In the center of the room is the bemah table and the rabbi 
unrolls the Torah here, and recites the scriptures. Additionally 
music and prayers are often led from here by a Hazzan. 
Reform congregations are similar, although the attention is 
directed toward the front of the synagogue, the east wall, and 
the congregation is not segregated. Music is led from the front 
of the room, with the occasional choir. 

47 Akel Kahera, 'Arts III: Visual and Religkius Arts- The American Synagogue' In 
Encylcopedia of American Immigration (/VrmonkNY: M.E. Sharp, 2001),771-772. 

48 Jewish Publication Society of America, Synagogue Geography accessed 5 
March 2005. Available from http:/A»ww.my]ewishleaming.comydaily_life/ 
Prayer/TO_Synagogue/Synagogue_Arehitecture/Geog raphySynagogue.htm; 
Internet. 
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Buddhism 

Figure 83- Statue of Buddha 
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Buddhism is rather different from the other religions 
discussed here. Unlike most other religions it is not centered 
upon the God/Man relationship. Instead it is principally 
interested in understanding the ways of the world and 
reaching enlightenment. Buddhism was founded by 
Siddhartha Gautama, who was a rich noble man. One day he 
wandered outside of his charmed life and realized the suffering 
the rest of the worid encountered. Searching for answers to 
suffering and death, Siddhartha led a life of poverty, denial and 
meditation. Still, no answers came. Finally determined to 
solve the answer to suffering, he sat under a tree, and became 
enlightened, and thus became the Buddha. Convinced by 
Brahma to share his discovery, Buddha set out in the worid to 
expound upon his discovered truths. 

Principal Beliefs 

- Buddhists believe in karma, and that actions will result in 
consequences in the next life 

- After physical death, the consciousness of one remains and 
is born into another being 

- By following the principles the Buddha laid out, one can 
escape the circle of suffering and obtain enlightenment 

- Principal beliefs are laid out in the Dharma 

49 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Buddhism, accessed 5 March 2005; available firom 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/rellgion/religions/buddhism/intro.shtml; Internet 

50 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Buddhism, accessed 5 March 2005; available l̂ om 
http://www.bbc,co.uk/religion/rellgions/buddhism/boliefs/index.shtml; Internet. 

Figure 84- Mural Depicting Buddha and his Followers 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/rellgion/religions/buddhism/intro.shtml
http://www.bbc,co.uk/religion/rellgions/buddhism/boliefs/index.shtml
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Figure 85- Traditional Dhamna Wheel 
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The Four Noble Truths 

Dukkha- Everything in existence is full of suffering and is 
unsatisfactory 

Trsna- The cause of suffering is longing and acquiring the 
wrong things 

Nirvana- It is possible to end this cyclical suffering 

The Eightfold Noble Path- The method by which one obtains 
enlightenment 

The^Eightfold Noble^Path 
• 

The Buddha expounded on the elements that 
constitute this noble path. All the elements are required to be 
followed and are interdependent on another. By 
acknowledging the four truths and living out the noble path, 
one moves toward enlightenment. The elements of the noble 
path are: 

-Right View 
-Right Intention 
-Right Speech 
-Right Action 
-Right Livelihood 
-Right Effort 
-Right Mindfulness 
-Right Concentration 

Each of these have specific requirements towarcl steering the 
mind and kxsdy to a more pure existence. 

51 BBC, Religion and Ethics: Buddhism, accessed 5 March 2005; available from 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religlon/rellgions/buddhlsm/beliefs/foumoblet^Jt^s.shtml; 
internet. 
52 The Big View. The Noble Eightfold Path, accessed 5 March 2005; available 
from http://www.thebigview,com/buddhism/eightfoldpath.html; Internet. 

an 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religlon/rellgions/buddhlsm/beliefs/foumoblet%5eJt%5es.shtml
http://www.thebigview,com/buddhism/eightfoldpath.html
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Buddhist Symbolism 

Figure 86- White Lotus Figure 87- Conch Shell 
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In the eariy stages of Buddhism, images depicting man 
and specifically the Buddha was forbidden, and as such a rich 
vocabulary of symbolic images began to develop. There are 
many symbols in the Buddhist faith, some of which are listed 
below. 

General Symbols 

The most common symbols are the white lotus flower 
symbolic of pure potential of the mind and the dharma wheel 
with its eight spokes representative of the Dharma. Buddhists 
use the swastika as a symbol for good luck, and eyes 
depicting the Buddha often surround Stupa's and signify the 
Buddha's omniscient mind. Stupa's are representative of the 
Buddha's mind and are often related to the five aspects of 
nature. 

Eight Auspicious Symbols ° 

- White Lotus- Purity of the body and Mind 
- Conch Shell- Symbolic of the spread of Buddhist Thought 
- Endless Knot- Deals with the Idea of unity in wisdom 
- Dharma Wheel- Represents the teachings in the Dharma 
- Victory Banner- Victory of Buddhist doctrine over death 
- Treasure Vase- Symbolic of life and prosperity 
- Golden Fish- Symbolic of the emancipation of the mind 
- Protection Parasol- Protecting beings from illness, etc. 

Figure 88- Stupa 

53 Buddhist Symbolism, accessed 5 March 2005; available from 
http://www.answers,com/topta/buddhist-symbolism; Internet. 

54 General Buddhist Symbols, accessed 5 March 2005; available from 
http://buddhism.kaiachakranet.org/general_symbols_buddhlsm.html; Internet. 

55 Individual Eight Auspicious Symbols, accessed 5 March 2005: available from 
http://wwfw.fpmt-osel.org/gallery/signs.htm; Internet. 

http://www.answers,com/topta/buddhist-symbolism
http://buddhism.kaiachakranet.org/general_symbols_buddhlsm.html
http://wwfw.fpmt-osel.org/gallery/signs.htm
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Architectural Precedence 

Figure 89- Great Stupa of Dharmakya, Red Feather 
Lakes, CO 

Traditional Buddhist temples come in two primary 
forms. These are either conceived in a courtyard style 
grouping of facilities or the Stupa/Pagoda type, which consists 
of the tall symbolic feature and a temple hall located 
underneath this form^ 

The Stupa/Pagoda typology while rather ornamental 
and elaborate in symbolism, are rather simple interior spaces, 
generally featuring a hall with shrines depicting the various 
Buddha's. These halls allow for meditation and worship, with 
the goal of reaching a higher level of spirituality. However, the 
exterior and design of the Stupa itself is generally viewed as 
symbolic of the Buddha's mind." 

The courtyard typology is often an elaborate network 
of buildings and spaces, each with a varying purpose. 
Common spaces are a meditation hall, a pagoda, worship 
halls with Buddhist shrines, and various other amenities 
directed toward the monks who live at the facilities on a 
permanent basis. Often a separate meeting hall is present for 
the lay people to hear the monks talk about the Dharma.*' 

Because of the widely varying forms of Buddhism, 
each temple has its own unique qualities, but in most all there 
is an allusion toward the eightfold path, and contains a formal 
shrine, and/or alter upon which statues of the Buddha exist. 

56 Akel Kahera, 'Arts III: Visual and Religtous Arts- The American Buddhist 
Temple" in Encyclopedia of American Immigration (Armonk NY: M.E. Sharp, 
2001),774-775. 

57 Manfred Seegers, Stupa-Symbol of the Nature of Mind, accessed 6 March 
2005; available firom http:/Avww.buddbism-todayorg/bt9manfred.htm; Internet 

58 University of Denver, Sacred Spaces: Buddhist Visa, accessed 6 March 2005; 
available from http://www.du.edu/rigs/visas.htm; Internet. 

Figure 90- Wat Thai Temple, Los Angeles, CA 

http://www.du.edu/rigs/visas.htm
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Goal #1 
The facility should provide a spiritual refuge for all the five major 
world religions. 

Performance Requirement 1: 
Individual space will be allocated to each religion to allow for 
prayer, reflection, and study. Additionally these spaces should 
promote religious ideals pertinent to each religion. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
The universal chapel should not bear any distinct symbols of a 
faith over another, such that it is inviting to all. 

Performance Requirement 3: 
Common metaphors in religious ideology such as light, should be 
used throughout the facility to create a more meaningful 
experience. 

Goal #2 
The journey through the site and building should feel like a 
spiritual experience in and of itself 

Performance Requirement 1: 
In outdoor spaces, the path should be unclear, with many turns to 
signify life. Visual barriers, both architectural and landscaping 
should be used to provide uncertainly 

Performance Requirement 2: 
The entrance into the facility should read as an arrival point, a 
symbolic end to a journey. 

Performance Requirement 3: 
Places for spiritual contemplation should progress from public to 
private, to a place of spiritual significance. 

Religious Space 
Allocation 

The unclear path 

Conceptual Sketch Conceptual Sketch 
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Goal #3 %j^^ 

There will be varying levels of intimacy throughout the facility, 
from public to secluded, and from woridly to holy. 

Performance Requirement 1: 
The innermost portions of the site will be reserved for the most 
intimate activities, and holy rituals. Public gatherings and 
informal contact should occur on the outskirts of the physical site. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
Architectural spaces will provide visual clues as to the spirituality 
of a particular room based on lighting, volume, and size. 

Goal #4 
Artificial light will be used to supplement the natural daylight, and 
to promote various feelings in various spaces. 

Performance Requirement 1 : 
Quiet spaces for reflection and prayer, should use lighting 
conducive to contemplation. Lower lighting levels are prefen-ed. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
Public spaces should have higher levels of illumination, but the 
atmospheric quality will be subdued to denote reverence, 

Performance Requirement 3: 
Transitional spaces should offer a dramatic experience, to 
heighten the emotions as one travels through the spaces. 

Performance Requirement 4: 
All administrative and functional spaces will have a higher light 
level, and specific task lighting for things requiring a higher 
attention to detail. 

Varying levels of 
intimacy 

Conceptual Sketch 

Architectural clues towards 
the spirituality of a space 

Transitional Space 

Conceptual Sketch 

Subdued Lighting 

: 



A Spiritual Refuqe in Amarillo, TX 

Goal #5 
Daylight techniques will be used to supplement the artificial light, 
both to help the occupants overall well being, and to conserve 
energy. 

Performance Requirement 1: 
The public spaces will primarily be driven by daylight, particulariy 
lobbies, atriums, and general circulation spaces. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
Administrative and functional spaces will employ daylighting to 
enhance the work place. 

Performance Requirement 3: 
Specific daylighting techniques should be employed in the 
designated spiritual "zones" to highlight certain aspects of the 
space, but will not be used as a primary form of illumination. 

Taking advantage 
of daylight 

Conceptual Sketch 

Facility 
Program 

Descriptkii-
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Space 

Chapel 
MempiJaL 

Quantify 

Christianity Wing: 
Library 
Counseling Office 
Prayer Room 
Educational Classroom 

Counseling Office 
Prayer Room 

Islamic Wing: 
Library 

Educational Classroom 

Judaism Wing: 
Library 
Counseling Office 
Prayer Room 
Educational Classroom 

Hindu Wing: 
[Library 
Shrine Alter 
Educational Classroom 

Buddhist Wing: 
Library 
Shrine Alter 
Educational Classroom 

1800 Sq. Ft. 

1 
2 

1 
1 
JL 
1 

200 Sq. Ft. 

500 Sq. Ft. 
100 Sq. Ft. 
ISOSq.Ft. 

375 Sq. Ft. 
100 Sq. Ft. 
500 Sq. Ft. 
300 Sq. Ft. 

375Sq. Ft. 
lOOSq. Ft.j 

J M S q . Ft.. 
300 Sq FL. 

200 Sq. Ft. 
10QSq.Ft. 
300 

200 Sq. Ft. 
ISOSq.Ft. 
300 Sq. Ft. 

i)KiiliiLiiiiiiiiiiii.i)»;;|iiyiiiniL 

Total Sq. Ft. Occupant Load Use 

1800 Sq. Ft. 200 People 
200 Sq. Ft. 4 People 

500 Sq. Ft. 
lOOSq. Ft. 
ISOSq.Ft. 
800 Sq. Ft. 

10 People 
_ 3 People 

"3 People 
40 People 

375Sq. Ft. 
lOOSq. Ft. 
500 Sq. Ft.' 

7 People 
3 People 

10 People 
400 Sq. Ft. 

375 Sq. Ft. 
1̂ 00 Sq.ft. 
ISOSq.Ft. 
4QQ^Sq.FL. 

200 Sq. Ft. 

24 People 

400 Sq. Ft. 
300 Sq. Ft. 

7 People 
3 People 
3 People 

24 People 

4 People 
8 People 

24 People 

200 Sq. Ft. 4 People^, 
4 PeQple_ 

24 People 

High 
Medium 

_ High 
High 
High 

Medium 

Medium 
Low 

Medium ; 
Medium 

Medium 
Low 

Medium 
Medium 

Medium 
Medium 

Low 

Mediurn 
Medium 

Low 
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Soace Quantitv So. Ft. ^ ^ 1 

rubNcJ?estrooms: 
ghapel 
Educational Wing 
Cafe 

Total Square Footage: 
Spiritual Spaces 
Housing Retreats 
Caf6 
Retail 
Administrative 
Public Restrooms 

! 

^ z. 
2 
2 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

300 Sq. Ft. 
300 Sq. Ft. 
300 Sq. Ft. 

2) 

Subtotal: 

Unassigned Space: 
Circulation 
Mechanical 
Walls, Structure 
Janitor's Closets 
Unassigned Storage 

• ^^^^^^^^^^•^^ 

15% 
5% 
7% 
1% 
1% 

7500 Sq. Ft. { 
14,450 Sq. Ft. 

3000 Sq. Ft. 
1500 Sq. Ft. 
625 Sq. Ft. 
900 Sq. Ft. 

— 

Total Sq. Ft. Occupant Load Use 

— 

--

600Sq. Ft. 
600 Sq. Ft. 
600 Sq. Ft._ 

TsOOSq. Ft.̂  
28,900 Sq. Ft. 

3000 Sq. Ft. 
1500 Sq. Ft.^ 

62SSq. Ft. 
1800 Sq. Ft. 

6 People 
6 People 
6 People 

43,325 Sq. Ft. 

Medium 
Low 
High 

6499 Sq. Ft. 
2166 So. Ft. 
3038 Sq. Ft. 

433 Sq. Ft. I 
433Sq. Ft! 

^••m^^^^^^ 
- 1 1 1 

'i '. 

Space 
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Spatial Relationship Key 
The matrix diagram is a quick and 
easy way to observe spatial 
relationships between spaces and 
to determine the best 
possible arrangement for the floor 
plan of the facility. If spaces tend 
to fit together, you find a positive 
relationship. If configurations are 
to be avoided, there is a negative 
relationship. All the void areas 
represent the fact that there is 
No real relationship present. 

9 Positive 

i Negative 

i ! Neutral 

Space 
Summaries 
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Diagram #1 
Overall Relationships: 

This first diagram denotes the overall relationships of the 
primary spaces, and is one possible solution to the layout. 

1. Chapel 
2. Memorial 
3. Retreat Housing 
4. Caf6 
5. Retail Shop 
6. Education- Christianity 
7. Education- Islam 
8. Education- Judaism 
9. Education- Hinduism 
10. Education- Buddhism 
11. Administration 

Diaoram #2 
Overall Relationships: 

Similar to the previous diagram, this diagram shows the 
overall relationships, and looks at another possible solution. 

1. Chapel 
2. Memorial 
3. Retreat Housing 
4. Cafe 
5. Retail Shop 
6. Education- Christianity 
7. Education- Islam 
8. Education- Judaism 
9. Education- Hinduism 
10. Education- Buddhism 
11. Administration 

Space 
Summarie 
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Diagram #3 

Chapel Relationships: 

This diagram looks at the spaces within the chapel itself, 
and the adjoining spaces which should relate to the chapel. 
It serves as a possible solution. 

1. Auditorium 
2. Lobby 
3. Restrooms 
4. Changing Rooms 
5. Educational Space 
6. Retreat Housing 
7. Memorial 
8. Cafe/Retail 
9. Administration 
10. Memorial 

Spatial Diagram 

Diaoram #4 
Educational Space Relationships: 

The educational spaces are fairly uniform throughout the 
religions, so a typical relationship is shown below with 
adjacencies to other spaces. It serves as a possible solution. 

1. Library 
2. Educational Classroom 
3. Prayer Room/Alter 
4. Counseling Office 
5. Educational Wing Restrooms 
6. Chapel 
7. Memorial 
8. Retail/Caf6 
9. Administration 
10. Retreat Housing 

Spatial Diagram 

•1«] 



A Spiritual Refuqe in Amanllo, TX 

Diaoram #5 
Retreat Housing Relationships: 

This diagram shows the relationship of the spaces within the 
typical retreat housing unit, and the adjacent spaces. 
It sen/es as a possible solution. 

1. Community Living Room 
2. Community Kitchen 
3. Community Dining Area 
4. Community Restroom 
5. Game Parior 
6. Five Person Suites 
7. Four Person Suites 
8. Two Person Suites 
9. Chapel 
10. Educational Space 

Diaoram #6 
Cafe Relationships: 

This diagram shows the relationships found within the caf6, 
and the adjacent spaces. It serves as a possible solution. 

1. Waiting Area 
2. Dining Area 
3. Kitchen 
4. Restrooms 
5. Office 

6. Retail Shop 
7. Administration 
8. Retreat Housing 
9. Education 
10. Chapel 

Space 
Summaries 

Spa«a/ Diagram Spatial Diagram 
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Diagram #7 
Retail Shop Relationships: 

This diagram shows the relationships found within the retail 
shop, and the adjacent spaces. It serves as a possible 
solution. 

Diaoram #8 
Administrative Office Relationships: 

This final Diagram shows the relationships of the various 
administrative offices, and its relationship to adjacent spaces. 
It serves as one possible solution. 

1. Display Space 
2. Store Room 
3. Office 
4. Employee Restrooms 

1. Directors Office 
2. Event Planners Office 
3. Secretary Office 
4. Employee Restrooms 

5. Caf6 
6. Administration 
7. Retreat Housing 
8. Education 
9. Chapel 

5. Educational Wing 
6. Retreat Housing 
7. Caf6 
8. Retail Store 
9. Chapel 

Space 
Summaries 

:>patiai Diagram Spatial Diagram 
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The universal chapel serves the host to a wide variety of 
activities, for a wide range of users. As such the chapel will be 
inclusive to all, and provide the proper setting for the myriad of 
activities which the chapel will host. Principally all the activities 
are based on an assembly concept of people coming together 

Activities 
Plays, concerts, revivals, weddings, funerals, and sermons 

Performance Requirements 

1. The chapel will offer ample seating and clear sight lines toward 
the stage, so all users have an equal experience. 

2. The acoustics will provide natural amplification to any speaker 
on stage. 

3. Ample circulation paths and congregation spots will be 
provided throughout the chapel to encourage better circulation. 

Everyone has suffered loss, and everyone deserves a memorial 
for their lost but not forgotten loved ones. As such this memorial, 
for everyone, offers a place to go and reflect on those loved, and 
lost. It is an inside/outdoor space, and provides a place to 
remember 

Activities 
Remembrance, mourning, grieving and reflection 

Performance Requirements 

1. The memorial will offer places to both sit and stand, for people 
to reflect upon their loss. 

2. It will be shielded from outside noises, to create a better 
environment for remembrance, and to leave the users alone in 
their thoughts. 

1 i'' 
Free flowing circulation 

^ 1 
I Proper acoustics 

Clear sightlines 

A place to sit 
and stand 

Conceptual Sketch Conceptual Sketch 
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Libra rv-Christianitv^ 
The library offers all Christians and interested third parties the 
opportunity to read and borrow books that appeal to their 
particular faith. The literature within the library includes books on 
spiritual advancement, self help, and Christian-based fiction, In 
addition to offering traditional library stacks, it also offers reading 
areas, to read the books while at the facility 

Activities 
Reading, book browsing, checkout, returns, and studying 

Performance Requirements 

1. Specific task lighting should be made available in the various 
reading areas, to reduce eye strain. 

2. Walls will be well insulated to reduce outside noise infiltration, 

3. Tables and chairs will be provided for study, and comfortable 
chairs available for relaxing reading sessions. 

Specific TaskJLighting 

Library Layout and 
furnishings 

lation from 
outside noises 

Counselina OfTice-
The counseling office is available to any who seeks out spiritual 
help. Its primary purpose is to aid people in any life crisis, and 
offer them spiritual suggestions based on their particular religious 
belief system. In addition to dealing with traumatic 
circumstances, the counseling office will be able to guide the 
fellow believer toward a higher spiritual path, and offer advice 
toward holy living. 

Activities 
Religious consultations, aid in life decisions, and advice 

Performance Requirements 

1. Space should be secluded and well insulated, to keep the 
conversations within the confines of the counseling office, 

2. Comfortable seating will be provided for the users to sit in 
while discussing their particular needs and issues, 

3. The environment should be warm and inviting, to promote 
feelings of well being, and make the users feel more welcome. 

Warm and inviting 
environment 

"'' --^Well insulated 

Conceptual Sketch Conceptual Sketch 



A Spiritual Refuge in Amarillo, TX 

Praver Room- Christianity 
The prayer room is a place for individuals or groups of individuals 
to go and find a quiet place to prayer, and reflect. As such, il will 
offer seclusion and an escape from the rest of the world. 

Activities 
Prayer while kneeling, sitting, and standing, group prayer 

Performance Requirements 

1. Primarily this will be a quiet secluded place, well insulated, and 
furthermore isolated, 

2. Soft dim light, to promote feelings of tranquility will be used to 
enhance the experience, 

3. Places to sit, stand, and kneel will be provided, to afford 
various opportunities to those who seek God, 

4. Floors will be covered with a soft surface to enhance comfort 
levels. 

Educational Classroom- Chi 
The educational classroom provides a small meeting place for 
people to get together and learn. This can be a myriad of 
activities, and events, which are at a generally small scale, not 
requiring a large space. Primarily however, the space will be 
used for religious education, and discourses over particular 
ideologies and beliefs. 

Activities 
Religious discourse and education, small seminars, art classes, 
Language and music classes 

Performance Requirements 

IThe classrooms will offer movable tables and chairs, which 
allow for flexibility in class options and sizes, 

2, Because of the diverse activities the classroom will entail, 
finishes and surfaces will be durable, and stain resistant, 

3, Noise dampening will be investigated to prevent sounds from 
the classroom from bellowing out into the rest of the facility 

Flexibility within the 
classroom 

Sound barrier from inside 
to outside 

l{^.\ 

Space 
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Librarv- Islamic 
The library offers all Muslims and interested third parties the 
opportunity to read and borrow books that appeal to their 
particular faith. The literature within the library includes books on 
spiritual advancement and self help. Books on Islamic culture and 
heritage will also be provided. In addition to offering traditional 
library stacks, it also offers reading areas, to read the books while 
at the facility 

Activities 
Reading, t>ook browsing, checkout, returns, and studying 

Performance Requirements 

1, Specific task lighting should be made available in the various 
reading areas, to reduce eye strain. 

2, Walls will be well insulated to reduce outside noise infiltration, 

3, Tables and chairs will be provided for study, and comfortable 
chairs available for relaxing reading sessions. 

Specific TaskJLighting 

Library Layout and 
furnishings 

• outside noises 

Counselina Office- Islai 
The counseling office is available to any who seeks out spiritual 
help. Its primary purpose is to aid people in any life crisis, and 
offer them spiritual suggestions based on their particular religious 
belief system. In addition to dealing with traumatic 
circumstances, the counseling office will be able to guide the 
fellow believer toward a higher spiritual path, and offer advice 
toward holy living. 

Activities 
Religious consultations, aid in life decisions, and advice 

Performance Requirements 

1. Space should be secluded and well insulated, to keep the 
conversations within the confines of the counseling office, 

2. Comfortable seating will be provided for the users to sit in 
while discussing their particular needs and issues, 

3. The environment should be warm and inviting, to promote 
feelings of well being, and make the users feel more welcome. 

Warm and inviting 
environment 

"-Well insulated 

Conceptual Sketch Conceptual Sketch 
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Praver Room- Islamic 
The purpose of the prayer room is rather simple. It is a place for 
Muslims to perform their Salat on a daily basis. Because of the 
unique Muslim traditions of praying on the floor, and praying 
toward Mecca, this room has a few variances from the other 
prayer rooms. 

Activities 
Prayer, group prayer, and prayer leading 

Performance Requirements 

1, The room will be void of any chairs or sitting surfaces so that all 
man will be equal in the eyes of Allah, 

2, Islamic prayer mats will be provided to place on the ground 
and kneel upon when reciting the Muslim prayers. 

3, A Mihrab will be located along the wall providing orientation 
toward Mecca, 

4, A Minbar will be located along side the Mihrab such that a 
prayer leader can aid in leading the prayers. 

Furnished mats 

Isolated and Private 

Locating the mihrab 
and minbar 

Conceptual Sketch 

Educational Classr 
The educational classroom provides a small meeting place for 
people to get together and learn. This can be a myriad of 
activities, and events, which are at a generally small scale, not 
requiring a large space. Primarily however, the space will be 
used for religious education, and discourses over particular 
ideologies and beliefs. 

Activities 
Religious discourse and education, small seminars, art classes, 
and language classes 

Performance Requirements 

1 ,The classrooms will offer movable tables and chairs, which 
allow for flexibility in class options and sizes, 

2. Because of the diverse activities the classroom will entail, 
finishes and surfaces will be durable, and stain resistant, 

3, Noise dampening will be investigated to prevent sounds from 
the classroom from bellowing out into the rest of the facility. 

Flexibility within the 
classroom '^.iV\ 

Sound barrier from inside 
to outside 

Conceptual Sketch m 
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Librarv- Jewish 
The library offers all Jews and interested third parties the 
opportunity to read and borrow books that appeal to their 
particular faith. The literature within the library includes books on' 
spiritual advancement and self help. Books on Jewish and 
Hebrew culture and heritage will also be provided. In addition to 
offering traditional library stacks, it also offers reading areas, to 
read the books while at the facility. 

Activities 
Reading, book browsing, checkout, returns, and studying 

Performance Requirements 

1, Specific task lighting should be made available in the various 
reading areas, to reduce eye strain, 

2, Walls will be well insulated to reduce outside noise infiltration. 

3, Tables and chairs will be provided for study, and comfortable 
chairs available for relaxing reading sessions. 

Specific TaskJLighting 

Library Layout and 
furnishings 

/'"y^ Insulation from 
• outside noises 

Counselina Office- Je' 
The counseling office is available to any who seeks out spiritual 
help. Its primary purpose is to aid people in any life crisis, and 
offer them spiritual suggestions based on their particular religious 
belief system. In addition to dealing with traumatic 
circumstances, the counseling office will be able to guide the 
fellow believer toward a higher spiritual path, and offer advice 
toward holy living. 

Activities 
Religious consultations, aid in life decisions, and advice 

Performance Requirements 

1, Space should be secluded and well insulated, to keep the 
conversations within the confines of the counseling office, 

2, Comfortable seating will be provided for the users to sit in 
while discussing their particular needs and issues, 

3, The environment should be warm and inviting, to promote 
feelings of well being, and make the users feel more welcome. 

Warm and inviting 
environment 

Well insulated 

Conceptual Sketch Conceptual Sketch 
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Praver Room- Jewish . 
The purpose of the prayer room is rather simple. It is a place for 
Jews to come together and pray and worship. It will offer a 
myriad of settings for individual prayer and reflection, and family 
prayer and reflection. 

Activities 
Prayer, group prayer, family prayer, prayer while standing, sitting, . 
and kneeling 

Performance Requirements 

1, Primarily this will be a quiet secluded place, well insulated, and 
furthermore isolated, 

2, Soft dim light, to promote feelings of tranquility will be used to 
enhance the experience, 

3, Places to sit, stand, and kneel will be provided, to afford 
various opportunities to those who seek God, 

4, Floors will be covered with a soft surface to enhance comfort 
levels. 

Conceptual Sketch 

JI 
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Educational Ciassro fU^ 
The educational classroom provides a small meeting place for 
people to get together and learn. This can be a myriad of 
activities, and events, which are at a generally small scale, not 
requiring a large space. Primarily however, the space will be 
used for religious education, and discourses over particular 
ideologies and beliefs. 

Activities 
Religious discourse and education, small seminars, art classes, 
and language classes 

Performance Requirements 

1 ,The classrooms will offer movable tables and chairs, which 
allow for flexibility in class options and sizes, 

2, Because of the diverse activities the classroom will entail, 
finishes and surfaces will be durable, and stain resistant, 

3, Noise dampening will be investigated to prevent sounds from 
the classroom from bellowing out into the rest of the facility. 

Flexibility within the 
classroom 

Sound barrier from inside 
to outside 

Conceptual Sketch 
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Librarv- Hindu '̂ 
The library offers all Hindus' and interested third parties the 
opportunity to read and borrow books that appeal to their 
particular faith. The literature within the library includes books on 
spiritual advancement and self help. Books on Indian culture and 
heritage will also be provided. In addition to offering traditional 
library stacks, it also offers reading areas, to read the books while 
at the facility. 

Activities 
Reading, book browsing, checkout, returns, and studying 

Performance Requirements 

1, Specific task lighting should be made available in the various 
reading areas, to reduce eye strain, 

2, Walls will be well insulated to reduce outside noise infiltration, 

3, Tables and chairs will be provided for study, and comfortable 
chairs available for relaxing reading sessions. 

Specific TaskJLighting 

Library Layout and 
furnishings 

' '-^;;^ Insulation from 
• outside noises 

Conceptual Sketch 
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m^i:' Shrine Altar- Hindu 
The purpose of the Hindu Shrine Altar is to allow the Hindu a 
place to worship and pray toward their Hindu God, This particular 
alter has shrines for Vishnu and Shiva, By worshiping at the 
Shrine, Hindus' are performing one of their basic rites, and are 
improving their karma, , 

Activities 
Prayer, worship, reflection, and the offering of gifts 

Performance Requirements 

1 ,The design of the space should use sacred geometry and be 
representative of a Mandela, 

2, The innermost portion of the altar will contain the Garbhagriha, 
or shrines to which this altar was conceived, 

3, The Garbhagriha will be dimly lit to enhance the mystery of the 
god. 

4, Progression through the space will offer opportunity to circle 
the Garbhagriha before resting at its feet. 

Sacred Geometry 

Progression through 
the space 

Encircling the shrine 

Conceptual Sketch 
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Educational Classrooi 
The educational classroom provides a small meeting place for 
people to get together and learn. This can be a myriad of 
activities, and events, which are at a generally small scale, not 
requiring a large space. Primarily however, the space will be 
used for religious education, and discourses over particular 
ideologies and beliefs. 

Activities 
Religious discourse and education, small seminars, art classes, 
and language classes 

Performance Requirements 

I.The classrooms will offer movable tables and chairs, which 
allow for flexibility in class options and sizes, 

2, Because of the diverse activities the classroom will entail, 
finishes and surfaces will be durable, and stain resistant, 

3. Noise dampening will be investigated to prevent sounds from 
the classroom from bellowing out into the rest of the facility. 

Flexibility within the 
classroom 

Sound barrier from inside 
to outside 

Librarv- Buddhist Si*.i(>-

The library offers all Buddhists and interested third parties the 
opportunity to read and borrow books that appeal to their 
particular faith. The literature within the library includes books on 
spiritual advancement and self help. In addition to offering 
traditional library stacks, it also offers reading areas, to read the 
books while at the facility. 

Activities 
Reading, book browsing, checkout, returns, and^tudyFng 

Performance Requirements 

1, Specific task lighting should be made available in the various 
reading areas, to reduce eye strain, 

2, Walls will be well insulated to reduce outside noise infiltration, 

3, Tables and chairs will be provided for study, and comfortable 
chairs available for relaxing reading sessions. 

Specific TaskJLighting 

Library Layout and >A. j 
furnishings ^ l)^P v̂  

Insulation from 
"• outside noises 

Conceptual Sketch Conceptual Sketch 
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Shrine Altar- Budtosi 
The Buddhist altar is where the Buddhist comes to pray, reflect, 
and most importantly meditate on what is Buddha, It helps to 
bring the Buddhist closer to enlightenment and improves the 
Buddhist's karma. 

Activities 
Reflection, meditation, and worship 

Performance Requirements 

1, The physical environment will make allusion toward the 
eightfold path, and reaching enlightenment. 

2, An altar with a shrine of Buddha will be located at the center of 
the room, to allow for meditation, prayer and worship, 

3, The room will be shielded from outside noises and forces, to 
promote harmony and overall well being, 

4, Light will be used to enhance the focus of the user, and bring 
about qualitative moods of peace and tranquility. 

An allusion to the 
eightfold path 

Tranquil altar located 
at the center of the room 

Conceptual Sketch 
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The educational classroom provides a small meeting place for 
people to get together and learn. This can be a myriad of 
activities, and events, which are at a generally small scale, not 
requiring a large space. Primarily however, the space will be 
used for religious education, and discourses over particular 
ideologies and beliefs. 

Activities 
Religious discourse and education, small seminars, art classes, 
and language classes 

Performance Requirements 

1 ,The classrooms will offer movable tables and chairs, which 
allow for flexibility in class options and sizes, 

2, Because of the diverse activities the classroom will entail, 
finishes and surfaces will be durable, and stain resistant, 

3, Noise dampening will be investigated to prevent sounds from 
the classroom from bellowing out into the rest of the facility. 

Flexibility within the 
classroom 

Sound barrier from inside 
to outside 

Conceptual Sketch 
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5 Person Suite 
The five person suites offer living arrangements for groups 
of five to stay for weekend or extended stays. In addition to 
sleeping spaces, it also offers small toiletries and a 
kitchenette. Communal living space is provided for informal 
meetings, discussions, etc. 

Activities 
Sleeping, eating, showering, sanitation, and visitation 

Performance Requirements 

1, The suite will be designed to allow for interaction among the 
occupants, 

2, Views toward nature will be established to promote the well 
being of the occupants, 

3, Warm soothing colors will be used in the finishes, to promote a 
feeling of easiness, 

4, Furniture will be provided to ensure the home like quality of 
each space, including bedroom and living area amenities. 

Interaction among people _^ MA 

Views toward nature 

4 Person Suite 
The four person suites offer living arrangements for groups 
of four to stay for weekend or extended stays. In addition 
to sleeping spaces, it also offers small toiletries and a 
kitchenette. Communal living space is provided for informal 
meetings, discussions, etc. 

Activities 
Sleeping, eating, showering, sanitation, and visitation 

Performance Requirements 

1, The suite will be designed to allow for interaction among the 
occupants, 

2, Views toward nature will be established to promote the well 
being of the occupants, 

3, Warm soothing colors will be used in the finishes, to promote a 
feeling of easiness. 

4, Furniture will be provided to ensure the home like quality of 
each space, including bedroom and living area amenities. 

Interaction among people 

Views toward nature 

Space 
Summaries 
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2 Person Suite 
The two person suites differ slightly from the other arrangements 
in that it is geared toward housing for leaders, and event 
coordinators during retreats. In addition to sleeping spaces, it 
also offers small toiletries and a kitchenette. Communal living 
space is provided for informal meetings, discussions, and a space 
for study for seminars, and other activities the leaders will 
oversee. 

Activities 
Sleeping, eating, showering, sanitation, visitation, and study 

Performance Requirements 

1, The suite is geared toward quiet study and preparation for 
seminars, revivals, and retreats, 

2, Views toward nature will be established to promote the well 
being of the occupants, 

3, Warm soothing colors will be used in the finishes, to promote a 
feeling of easiness, 

4, Furniture will be provided to ensure a home like quality. 

Quiet Study 

Views toward nature 

Conceptual Sketch 
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The community kitchen offers a place for the inhabitants of the 
housing units to prepare their own meals, at a larger group wide 
scale. The equipment found within the kitchen is household 
equipment, albeit in some instances there are more than one 
items. This allows for multiple food items to be prepared 
simultaneously. 

Activities 
Food preparation, cooking, clean up, and serving 

Performance Requirements 

1, Materials and finishes will be consistent with the wear and tear 
they will endure over the course of repeated spills, clean ups, etc, 

2, Circulation will be fluid, such that food preparation times are 
minimized and accidents are avoided, 

3, The kitchen should be adjacent to the dining area for easier 
food serving. 

Fluid Circulation 

Kitchen 

Conceptual Sketch 
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Community Dining Area 
The community dining area is where groups of people within the 
overall housing units gather to eat meals. Additionally the space 
may be used for other activities which require large tables and 
ample seating arrangements. 

Activities 
Eating, visitation, craft activities, workshops, and games 

Performance Requirements 

1, Materials and finishes will be consistent with the wear and tear 
they will endure over the course of repeated spills, clean ups, etc, 

2, Because of the varied activities this space will endure, multiple 
lighting options need to be present dependent upon the activity or 
mood required, 

3, For a smoother meal process, the dining area will be located 
near the kitchen. This will allow both for easier after meal 
cleanups, and quicker food arrivals. 

Multiple lighting 
options 

Kitchen 

Conceptual Sketch 

Communitv Livina Area 
The community living area provides a place for fellowship, 
friendship, and comradery. While each suite contains a small 
living area, this community living area promotes communication 
among the various suites, and leads to a greater understanding of 
each other. 

Activities 
Visitation, meetings, games, prayer vigils, religious services 

Performance Requirements 

1, The environment should be warm and comfortable, like a family 
living area, not an institutional environment. Finishes should be 
soft and soothing, 

2, Ample furniture and seating opportunities will be provided to 
ensure the environment is viewed as both welcoming and 
comforting, 

3, Lighting should be controllable, dependent upon the setting 
and environment the group wishes to achieve. 

An inviting and 
comfortable environment 

Space 
Summaries 

Conceptual Sketch ^i 



A Spiritual Refuge in Amarillo, TX 
['.L i ' iktaki ibi l i i iKi i i i i^ 

Communitv Restrooms 
Supplemental to the private baths located within the suites 
themselves are these community restrooms, conveniently located 
next to the other community features of the housing units. Their 
purpose is solely to reduce the travel time till one reaches a 
suitable toilet, or sink. 

Game Parlor 
The game parior is a dedicated space for fun. It will house a 
pool, foosball, and ping-pong table. These venues will allow for 
friendships to be formed, stress to be relieved, and the 
strengthening of the unity found within the particular group on 
retreat. 

Activities Activities 
Sanitation and Bodily Relief 

Performance Requirements 

1, Communal restrooms will be located near community centers 
of activity, (living, kitchen, and dining areas) 

2, Shall offer easily sanitized surfaces, for greatest level of 
cleanliness. 

3, Additionally the restrooms will offer sound barriers and baffles 
to aid in the privacy required by a restroom located adjacent to a 
communal space. 

Ping pong, pool, foosball, and visitation 

Performance Requirements 

1, Materials and color should reflect a lively atmosphere, 

2, Sound dampening should be used to prevent distraction toward 
the other suites, and communal spaces, 

3, Room shape, size, and circulation patterns should be based on 
spaces of individual tables, and room for adequate 
maneuverability 

Space 
Summaries 

Community 
Areas 
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Sound Isolation from 
other community areas 
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Office 
The office located within the caf6 is primarily concerned with the 
day to day operations of the kitchen, and its staff. Additionally it is 
used to make decisions regarding the menu, advertisements, and 
promotions the caf6 might consider undertaking. 

Activities 
Employee reviews and evaluations, food and equipment orders, 
cafe management, menu selections, and payroll 

Performance Requirements 

1, Space will be well insulated to reduce ambient temperatures 
found within the kitchen, 

2, Uniform lighting will be used to improve task visibility. 

3, Office will be centrally located to ensure easy employee 
access. 

4, Office will be large enough to accommodate furniture required 
to run the day to day operations of the caf6. 

Office 

Kitchen 

Uniform lighting 

Insulation for 
radiant heat 

Conceptual Sketch 

Kitchen 
The kitchen is where all the food preparation, cooking, and 
storage are done. Additionally soiled dishes will be cleaned, and 
reutilized. Storage, both dry and cold, will be provided to house 
the various food stuffs. 

Activities 
Food storage and preparation, cooking and cleaning 

Performance Requirements 

1. Equipment and shelving layouts will be conducive to the high 
energy environment of the kitchen, and will provide adequate 
circulation throughout the space, 

2, The kitchen will be well ventilated, to prevent a smoke buildup, 
and ensure clean air circulates the space, 

3, Non slip surfaces will be provided, to help keep employees feet 
grounded, 

4. Lighting will be appropriate for the high level of detail various 
tasks require. 

Flowing Circulation paths 

Proper Ventilation 

Conceptual Sketch 
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Dinina Area 
The dining area is the public area of the cafe, and serves host to 
patrons visiting the establishment. In addition to traditional eating 
patterns, the space may be utilized for parties, and small 
meetings. 

Activities 
Eating, visiting, meetings and parties 

Performance Requirements 

1, Ample circulation space will be provided to minimize traffic 
congestion throughout the dining hall, 

2, Lighting will be adjustable depending upon the activity within 
the hall, 

3, Views toward nature will be provided, to enhance the dining 
experience, 

4, The materials and colors used should reflect an upscale 
elegant environment. 

Views toward nature 

Ample circulation 
paths^ / ^ 

Conceptual Sketch 

Waitino Area 
The waiting area, is a spillover area for patrons who cannot be 
served at their arrival time. It provides a comfortable environment 
to wait while a table opens up, or while the rest of their party 
arrives. 

Activities 
Waiting and Visiting 

Performance Requirements 

1, Seats and comfortable surroundings will be provided, to ensure 
the patrons comfort during their wait, 

2, The materials and colors should reflect a contemplative state, 
to ensure a minimally intrusive wait, 

3, The waiting area will be located off the entrance, such that 
entrance and exit circulation patterns are not interrupted. 

Welcoming environment for 
patrons 

Flowing circulation off 
the entrance 

Space 
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DisDiav/Retail Space 
The display/retail space is where all the selected products are 
placed for the consumers to purchase. This particular shop is 
devoted toward spiritual gifts, and items unique to each of the 
represented faiths within the complex. 

Activities 
Shopping, browsing, purchasing, gift wrapping, and exchanges 

Performance Requirements 

1, Store front displays will be utilized to lure consumers from the 
streets into the store, 

2, Displays and shelving will be configured to allow for easy 
access to all the available merchandise. 

Storaoe 
The storage for the shop is used to keep bulk items in stock. 
Additionally new products are received via the store room. 
Products are marked for price before leaving the store room, and 
defective items are packed up, and shipped back to their original 
location. 

Activities 
Shipping, receiving, stock counts, and product pricing 

Performance Requirements 

1,A central loading point is required to receive and send 
merchandise. 

2, Adequate shelving will be provided to store stock items, and 
unbox newly received items. Space 

Summaries 

V 
Use of store front 

displays 
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Office 
The office within the retail shop is where the day to day 
operations of the shop occurs. Employee reviews are done within 
here, in addition to the ordering, and reordering of products to 
supply the store. 

Activities 
Employee evaluations, product ordering, research, and 
investigation, money counts 

Performance Requirements 

1, Office will be conveniently located for employee access, both to 
the front of store, and the store room, 

2, Office will offer the necessary furniture required for the day to 
day operation of the business, 

3, Lighting levels should be uniform, and adequate for the task 
sensitive responsibilities of the user 

Emolovee Restrooms 
These private restroom facilities are for employee use during the 
course of a normal working day. They provide convenient access 
to restroom facilities, so that employees may resume work at a 
quicker interval. 

Activities 
Sanitation and Bodily Relief 

Performance Requirements 

1, Restrooms will be conveniently located for employee access. 

2, Shall offer easily sanitized surfaces, for greatest level of 
cleanliness, 

3, Additionally the restrooms will offer sound barriers and baffles 
to aid in the privacy required by a restroom located adjacent to a 
retail space. 

; ; > WJ^ Store room 
Office 

Uniform lighting 

Store front 
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Restroom Office 

Store room 
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nirector's Office 
This office is utilized by the Director of Operations, The director 
oversees the day to day operations of the entire complex. 
Additionally the Director is in charge of advertisements and 
promotions. 

Activities 
Facilities Coordination, employee reviews, payroll, advertising, 
and client meetings 

Performance Requirements 

1, The office will be conveniently located next to both the event 
planners and secretaries offices, 

2, Lighting will be uniform, and additional task lighting will be 
provided to enhance the work environment. 

3, All the equipment and furniture necessary to perform the given 
set of job tasks will be provided, and be easily accessible 
throughout the office, 

4, A separate space suitable for client meetings and employee 
reviews will be provided, and will have adequate isolation from 
the rest of the administrative office to allow for privacy. 

Director 

^i^ #'̂ 4^ 

Uniform lighting 
Offices 

Separate meeting 
place 

Conceptual Sketch 

Event Planners Office 
This office is utilized by the event planner Their responsibility is 
the scheduling and coordination of various events and retreats 
which will be hosted at the spiritual refuge. 

Activities 
Schedule Coordination, client meetings, and tours 

Performance Requirements 

1, The office will be conveniently located next to both the directors 
and secretaries office, 

2, Lighting will be uniform, and additional task lighting will be 
provided to enhance the work environment, 

3, All the equipment and furniture necessary to perform the given 
set of job tasks will be provided, and be easily accessible 
throughout the office, 

4, Additional space will be provided to accommodate small 
meetings with potential clients. 

Uniform lighting 

vent 
Planner 

C ^ 1 \\ Separate meeting 
place 

Space 
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Secretaries Office 
This office is utilized by the secretary of the director of operations. 
Primarily the activities associated with the office are those typical 
of a clerking position. 

Activities 
Call receptions, data entry, voice transcription, appointment 
confirmations, and office equipment orders 

Performance Requirements 

1, The office will be conveniently located next to both the directors 
and event planners offices, 

2, Lighting will be uniform, and additional task lighting will be 
provided to enhance the work environment, 

3, All the equipment and furniture necessary to perform the given 
set of job tasks will be provided, and be easily accessible 
throughout the office. 

Emolovee Restrooms 
These private restroom facilities are for employee use during the 
course of a normal working day They provide convenient access 
to restroom facilities, so that employees may resume work at a 
quicker interval. 

Activities 
Sanitation and Bodily Relief ~ 

Performance Requirements 

1, Restrooms will be conveniently located for employee access, 

2, Shall offer easily sanitized surfaces, for greatest level of 
cleanliness, 

3, Additionally the restrooms will offer sound barriers and baffles 
to aid in the privacy required by a restroom located adjacent to 
other offices and public places. 

Spare 
Summarie 

Uniform lighting 
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Restrooms 
These public restroom facilities are located throughout the 
complex, as a benefit to all the building occupants. There are 
pairs of restrooms located in the chapel, educational wing, and 
the caf6, 

Activities 
Sanitation and Bodily Relief 

Performance Requirements 

1. Restrooms will be conveniently located for quick access, 

2. Shall offer easily sanitized surfaces, for greatest level of 
cleanliness, 

3. Additionally the restrooms will offer sound barriers and baffles 
to aid in the privacy required by a restroom located adjacent to 
Dther public places. 

Custodial Closets and Storaae 
Throughout the facility various custodial closets are located at 
points central to access to the entire facility They serve as a 
place for storing chemicals and equipment toward the buildings 
upkeep. Additionally storage is provided to house overflow 
supplies, furniture and equipment for the facility 

Activities 
Storage and Cleaning 

Performance Requirements 

1, Custodial closets will be conveniently located to central areas 
of the facility, 

2, Storage and overflow areas will be provided where excess 
furniture and equipment need to be stored, in a convenient place 
for easy access. 

Centrally located 
access 

Noise Buffers 

Conceptual Sketch 
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Universal Chapel 
Functional Use: 
Primarily concerned with large scale religious events, and 
meetings religious in nature. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 200 Max 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Public/High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
200 fixed seats, stage, pulpit 

Design Considerations: 
•Use of Light to denote spiritual significance 
•Transition from woridly to spiritual 
•Use of verticality as symbolism towards the Heavens 

Spatial Requirement 

n 

Pofen(/a/ Room Configuration 

A Memohal for Evervone 
Functional Use: 
A memorial for the remembrance of passed loved ones, and 
cherished family 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/4 

Nature of Visibility /Activity Level: 
Very Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
None 

Design Considerations: 
Use of reflective material to symbolize memory 

- Built in steps or seats to allow for extended contemplation 
- Placing the memorial at a serene center of the site 
- Incorporating natural light to symbolize the journey of life 

Potential Room Configuration 

Space 
Summaries 
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I ibrarv- Chnstianit^ 
Functional Use: 
Small scale library containing basic spiritual texts, guides towards 
leading a spiritual life, and religious based commentaries. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/10 Max 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Book stielves and stands, reading chairs, tables and chairs, 
checkout counter 

Design Considerations: 
• Incorporating Christian symbolism into the Interior Spaces 
-Varying Privacy Levels within the Library Itself 

Spatial Requirement 

-25' -

U DD 
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Potential Room Configuration 

Counselina Office- Christi; 
Functional Use: 
Private space for counseling patrons whom seek spiritual 
guidance, and other forms of religious advice. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/3 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Desk wl chair, two patron chairs, shelving 

Design Considerations: 
-Creating a comfortable environment 
-Use of abstract symbolism in lighting 
-Promoting the idea of Privacy 

Potential Room Configuration 

Space 
Summaries 
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(Sgl 
Functional Use: 
Private space for those seeking the Lord's advice, and those in 
need of spiritual comfort. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/3 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Private / High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Chairs, altar, area floor finish (carpet, rug, etc.) 

Design Considerations: 
• Creating an intensely spiritual environment 
-Aspace which promotes reassurance and safety 

Spatial Requirement 

-12'-

12' 

Potential Room Configuration 

Educational Classroom- Chris 
Functional Use: 
Public Classrooms which promote and ponder spiritual questions 
regarding religious ideological beliefs. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 20 Per Classroom 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
5 Tables wl 4 chairs each, dry erase board, video projector wl 
screen, alv system 

Design Considerations: 
-Lighting and how it relates to the spaces usage 
-Religious symbolism in architectural Forms 
-Flexibility of the space 

Space 
Summaries 

Spatial Requirement 
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Librarv- Islamic 
functional Use: 
Small scale library containing basic spiritual texts, guides towards 
leading a spiritual life, and religious based commentaries. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 7 Max 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi- Public / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Book shelves and stands, reading chairs, tables and chairs, 
checkout counter 

Design Considerations: 
- Incorporating Muslim art into the Interior Spaces 
- Separate Male and Female Reading Areas 

Spatial Requirement 

-19'-
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Counseling Office- Islamic 
Functional Use: 
Private space for counseling patrons whom seek spiritual 
guidance, and other forms of religious advice. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/3 

Nature of Visibility /Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / Low 

Equipment/Furnishings: 

Design Considerations: 
-Creating a comfortable environment 
-Use of abstract symbolism in lighting 
-Promoting the idea of Privacy 

Desk wl Chair, two patron chairs, and shelving 

Space 
Summaries 

Potential Room Configuration Potential Room Configuration 
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Pmver Room- Isl 
Functional Use: 
Private space for Muslims wishing to perform their daily Salat. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/10 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Mihrab, minbar, prayer rugs (10) 

Design Considerations: 
- Orientation towards Mecca 
• Reinterpretation of traditional Islamic Mosque elements 
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Educational Classttoom- Islai 
Functional Use: 
Public Classrooms which promote and ponder spiritual questions 
regarding religious ideological beliefs. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/24 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public/Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
5 Tables with 4 Chairs Each, Dry Erase Board, Video Projector 
with Screen, AN System 

Design Considerations: 
-Lighting and how it relates to the spaces usage 
-Religious symbolism in architectural Forms 
-Flexibility of the space 

Space 
Summaries 

Spatial Requirement 
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Praver Room- Jewish 
Functional Use: 
Private space for those seeking the Lord's advice, and those in 
need of spiritual comfort. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/3 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Private/High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Chairs, Ark, Area Floor Finish (Carpet, Rug, Etc.) 

Design Considerations: 
-Reinterpreting traditional Jewish Symbolism 
-Aspace which promotes reassurance and safety 

Spatial Requirement 

12' • 
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Potential Room Configuration 

Educational Classroom- Jewish 
Functional Use: 
Public Classrooms which promote and ponder spiritual questions 
regarding religious ideological beliefs. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/24 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
5 Tables with 4 Chairs Each, Dry Erase Board, Video Projector 
with Screen, AN System 

Design Considerations: 
-Lighting and how it relates to the spaces usage 
-Religious symbolism in architectural Forms 
-Flexibility of the space 

Space 
Sumnianes 

Spatial Requirement 
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I ihrarv- Jewish 
Functional Use: 
Small scale library containing basic spiritual texts, guides towards 
leading a spiritual life, and religious based commentaries. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 7 Max 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi- Public / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Book shelves and stands, reading chairs, tables and chairs, 
checkout counter 

Design Considerations: 
Incorporating Jewish symbolism into the Interior Spaces 

-Varying Privacy Levels within the Library Itself 

lihi^liiLWiili^ikWiiiiiiitifii 

Functional Use: 
Jewish 

Private space for counseling patrons whom seek spiritual 
guidance, and other forms of religious advice. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/3 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / Low 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Desk wl Chair, Two Patron Chairs, Shelving 

Design Considerations: 
-Creating a comfortable environment 
-Use of abstract symbolism in lighting 
-Promoting the idea of Privacy 

Space 
Summaries 
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I ibrarv- Hindus 
Functional Use: 
Small scale library containing basic spiritual texts, guides towards 
leading a spiritual life, and religious based commentaries. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 4 Max 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Mediurn 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Book Shelves, Book Stands, Reading Chairs, Tables and Chairs, 
Checkout Counter 

Design Considerations: 
- Incorporating Hindu symbolism into the Interior Spaces 
-Varying Privacy Levels within the Library Itself 

Shrine Alter- Hini 
Functional Use: 

6i5f: 

Private small scale worship space devoted towards the Hindu 
gods Vishnu and Shiva. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/9 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Garbhagriha, Hindu Vishnu Shrine, Hindu Shiva Shrine 

Design Considerations: 
- Sacred Geometry when laying out the space 
- Ritual Hindu worship practices 
- The metaphor of life's journey in architectural form 

Space 
Summaries 
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Fducational Classroom- Hindu 
Functional Use: 
Public Classrooms which promote and ponder spiritual questions 
regarding religious ideological beliefs. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/24 

ih;ikMiiiiiiitiriiLiriiw;^»iii 

Librarv- Buddhi' 
Functional Use: 
Small scale library containing basic spiritual texts, guides towards 
leading a spiritual life, and religious based commentaries. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 4 Max 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
5 TaWes with 4 Chairs Each, Dry Erase Board, Video Projector 
with Screen, AN System 

Design Considerations: 
•Lighting and how it relates to the spaces usage 
-Religious symbolism in architectural Forms 
-Flexibility of the space 

Spatial Requirement 
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Potential Room Configuration 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Book Shelves, Book Stands, Reading Chairs, Tables and Chairs, 
Checkout Counter 

Design Considerations: 
- Incorporating Buddhist symbolism into the Interior Spaces 
- Varying Privacy Levels within the Library Itself 

Space 
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Functional Use: 
Buddhist altar which allows practicing Buddhists to meditate, 
worship, and reflect on the Buddha, 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/4 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Altar, Buddha Shrine 

Design Considerations: 
• Using the 8 fold path as a metaphor in architecture 
•Creating a meditative space through lighting 
• Path of progression towards the altar 

Spatial Requirement 

i2'-r 

Potential Room Configuration 
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Educational Clas^oom- Budi 
Functional Use: 
Public Classrooms which promote and ponder spintual questions 
regarding religious ideological beliefs. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/24 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
5 Tables with 4 Chairs Each, Dry Erase Board, Video Projector 
with Screen, AN System 

Design Considerations: 
-Lighting and how it relates to the spaces usage 
-Religious symbolism in architectural Forms 
-Flexibility of the space 

Space 
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5 Person Suit 
Functional Use: 
Short term living facility to those on spiritual or religious retreat. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/5 Per Suite 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
LMng Room Furniture, Bedroom Suites, Bathroom Fixtures, 
IQchen Fixtures, Refrigerator, Microwave 

Design Considerations: 
•Creating a community based focus on unity 
•Interaction with the environment 

4 Person Suite 
Functional Use: 
Short term living facility to those on spiritual or religious retreat. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/4 Per Suite 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Private/ Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Living Room Furniture, Bedroom Suites, Bathroom Fixtures. 
Kitchen Fixtures, Refrigerator, Microwave 

Design Considerations: 
-Creating a community based focus on unity 
-Interaction with the environment 

Space 
Summaries 

Spatial Requirement 

Potential Room Configuration Potential Room Configuration 
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2 Person Suite 
Functional Use: 
Short term living facility to those on spiritual or religious retreat. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 2 Per Suite 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Living Room Furniture, Bedroom Suites, Bathroom Fixtures, 
Kitchen Fixtures, Refrigerator, Microwave 

Design Considerations: 
-Creating an environment for study and growth as a leader 
-Interaction with the environment 

Communitv Kitchen 
Functional Use: 
Kitchen for large meals related to the group retreat. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 3 Per Kitchen 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Low 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Ovens, Stove Tops, Shelving, Kitchen Fixtures, Refrigerator, 
Microwave 

Design Considerations: 
-Integration with the Dining Area 
-Relationship to the community center of each housing unit 

Potential Room Configuration Potential Room Configuration 
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Fiinctional Use: 
Communal dining area related to larger groups on retreat. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/20 Per Dining Area 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Low 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
5 TaWes, 20 Chairs, Serving Line 

Design Considerations: 
-Integration with the Dining Area 
-Relationship to the community center of each housing unit 
-Interaction with the environment 

Communitv Livina Area 
Functional Use: 
Communal living area related to larger groups on retreat. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 30 Per Living Area 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
4 Oversized Coaches, Oversized Fireplace.2 Recliners, 2 
Rocking Chairs 

Design Considerations: 
-Relationship to the community center of each housing unit 
-Interaction with the environment 

Space 
Summaries 

Potential Room Configuration Potential Room Configuration 
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Functional Use: 
Puhlin restrooms within each housing unit. 

llsar Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 3 Per Restroom 

Nature of Visibility/Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
1 Urinal, 2 Commodes (Men's), 3 Commodes (Women's), 2 
Sinks, Soap Dispenser, Towel Dispenser 

Design Considerations: 
•Integrating daylight into the space 
•Natural Ventilation 

Game Parlor 
Functional Use: 
Communal informal area for games and entertainment. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 6 Per Parior 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Public / Low 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Foosball Table, Pool Table, Ping Pong Table, Oversized Coach 

Design Considerations: 
-Relationship to the community center of each housing unit 
-Interaction with the environment 

Space 
Summaries 

Potential Room Configuration 

Spatial Requirement 
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Office 
Functional Use: 
Managerial office, primarily concerned with the day to day 
opera^onsof thecaf§. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private/2 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Private /High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Desk, 2 Chairs, File Cabinet 

Design Considerations: 

Kitchen 
Functional Use: 
Commercial food preparation, and delivery. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private / 5 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Private/High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Walk in FreezerlRefrigerator, Stove Tops, Shelf Ovens, 
Dishwashing Machine, Shelving, Counter space. Deep Fryer 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis -Refer to activity analysis 

Spatial Requirement 

10' 

1 1 

DD 

. 

1) 

Potential Room Configuration 

Spatial Requirement 
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Dining Area 
Functional Use: 
Dhiing area for dining in a comfortable environment. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/24 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Public/High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
6 TaWes, 24 Chairs, Audio System 

Design Considerations: 

J r 

Hl^^kmll^• 

Waitina Area 
Functional Use: 
Spillover area for patrons waiting to be served within the cafe 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Public/4 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: _ 

-Refer to activity analysis 

Public/High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Built in Booth 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis 

Spatial Requirement 

r 

16' 

Potential Room Configuration Potential Room Configuration ffl 
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functional Use: 
Display space for the retail shop. Serves as a location for the 
)urchasing of various gifts. 

Jser Type / Number of Users: 
'ublic/8 

Mature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
'ubilc/Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Safes Counter, Display Shelves, Display Counters 

)eslgn Considerations: 
Refer to activity analysis 

Storaoe 
Functional Use: 
Serves as a central location for product storage, shipping, and 
receiving. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private / 2 

Nature of Visibility /Activity Level: 
Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Loading Dock, Shelving, Cabinets 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis 

Spatial Requirement 

• 

2V 

28' 

r 

2) 

Potential Room Configuration Potential Room Configuration ffl 
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Office 
Functional Use: 
Managerial office, primarily concerned with the day to day 
operations of the store. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private / 2 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Private / High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Desk, 2 Chairs, File Cabinet 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis 

riilhillKiklaliHhliiiriiiLiillil^ 

Emolovee Restrooms 
Functional Use: 
Employee restrooms which serve the staff of the retail shop. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private / 2 Per Restroom 

Nature of Visibility /Activity Level: 
Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
1 Urinal, 1 Commodes (Men's), 2 Commodes (Women's), 1 
Sinks, Soap Dispenser, Towel Dispenser 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis Space 

Summaries 

Potential Room Configuration 

Spatial Requirement 
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Director's O 
Functional Use: 
Directors office, primarily concerned with the oversight of the 
entire center 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private / 2 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Private/High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Desk, 2 Chairs, File Cabinet, Table with 4 Chairs 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis 

Jihit'tiiLAitiilikii 'KlLl^'.lL'kllU 

Event Planners Office 
Functional Use: 
Office, primarily concerned with the day to day events of the 
overall facility. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private / 2 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Desk, 2 Chairs, File Cabinet 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis 

Spatial Requirement 

-20'-

Potential Room Configuration 
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Secretaries Offic 
Functional Use: 
Secretarial office, primarily concerned with the day to day 
operations and responsibilities of the position. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private / 2 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Desk, 2 Chairs, File Cabinet 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis 

Emolovee Res 
Functional Use: 
Employee restrooms which serve the^administrative staff. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private / 2 Per Restroom 

Nature of Visibility /Activity Level: 
Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
1 Urinal, 1 Commodes (Men's), 2 Commodes (Women's), 1 
Sinks, Soap Dispenser, Towel Dispenser 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis 

Space 
Summaries 

Potential Room Configuration 

Spatial Requirement 
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Restrooms 
Functional Use: 
Public restrooms which serve the chapel, educational wings, and 
the caf6. 

])sflr Type / Number of Users: 
Public / 3 Per Restroom 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / Chapel-Medium, Educational Wings-Low, Caf§-
High 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
1 Urinal, 2 Commodes (Men's), 3 Commodes (Women's), 2 
Sinks, Soap Dispenser, Towel Dispenser 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis 

Custodial Closets and Storaae 
Functional Use: 
Storage rooms and closets for custodial supplies and 
warehoused goods. 

User Type / Number of Users: 
Private / 2 

Nature of Visibility / Activity Level: 
Semi-Private / Medium 

Equipment/Furnishings: 
Shelving, cabinets, a sink, floor drain 

Design Considerations: 
-Refer to activity analysis 

Spatial Requirement 
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Contains detailed descriptions of the site, information about 

the area and the surrrounding facilities 

..4BIIII 



Spiritual Refuge in Amarillo, TX 

.j^jjs^^j^S^^ 
Figure 91- Palo Duro Canyon, Outside Amanllo 

%«-e 92- Amarillo Railway Depot 
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Early History- Native Americans 

Thousands of years ago hunters and nomads 
wandered the High plains region for food and basic survival. 
Scientific findings dating artifacts back 10,000 years support 
this hypothesis. Native Americans found the open range and 
successfully lived in this region for hundreds of years. In 
1541, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado led an expedition in 
which these native tribes first encountered man from a 
European descent." Unbeknownst to these tribes, this 
encounter would forever alter their paths. 

In the eariy 1800's the Native Americans and colonists 
began crossing paths more regularly. Attempts were made to 
establish trades between the two groups, but were often times 
scenes of violence and death, as the cultural ban-iers and 
religious beliefs were vastly different?* By 1875 these Native 
Americans had been relocated to reservations by the U.S. 
military, and while it did systematically take a group of people 
out of their natural habitat, it led way to a new group of 
settlers, now unrestrained from fear of Native American 
violence.'̂  

Emergence of a Transportation Hub 

By the 1880's railroad fever was sweeping across 
much of the southwestern United States. During this 
timeframe a railroad line was being constructed that swept 
right through the Texas Panhandle, from east to west. 

94 Amarillo Economic Development Corporation, "A Brief History of the Amanllo Area"; 
available from http://vww,amarillo-txconn/living_history.asp; Internet; accessed 26 January 
2005, 

95 Ibid, 
96 Ibid, 
97 Allen H, Anderson, -Handbook of Texas Online: Amarillo, TX"; available from 
hltp;//v™w,tsha,utexas,edu/handbooWonlinB/anicles/view/AA/hda2,html: Internet; 
Accessed 26 January 2005, 
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Noticing the opportunities available with a nearby 
stockyard, several Colorado City merchants decided to set up 
shop here, alongside the railways, and establish new stores." 
It is within this humble framework of eager dreams that 
Amarillo was established. 

In 1887, an individual known as J.T. Berry ventured 
over from the small town of Abilene and laid out the framework 
for the emerging town of Amarillo, by establishing plats for the 
town. Later by promising local ranchers business in 
residential lots within the new town. Berry was able to garner 
their votes in selecting Amarillo as the county seat for Potter 
County.'' 

The success of the railway and cattle shipping in the 
new town led way to impressive growth in a rather short period 
of time. By 1890, Amarillo was one of the worid's most 
entrenched cattle shipping points°°The population shot up from 
482 to roughly 1,442 by eariy 1900'.°'The addition of new 
railway lines in the eariy 1900's helped to push this population 
even higher up to 9,957 by 1910."" 

Rise to a City 

As is typical in most old west towns, the escalating 
population boom, in connection with the often degenerate 
lifestyle of many of the cattle workers led to a rather sordid 
place to live. 

98 Allen H. Anderson, 'Handbook of Texas Online: Amarillo, TX"; available from 
Http;//vvwvi/.tsha,utexas,edu/handbook/online/articles/view/AA/hda2.html; Inlemet; 
Accessed 26 January 2005, 

99 Ibid. 
100 Ibid, 
101 Ibid, 
102 Ibid, 

^re94^arly Grain Elevator 
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Figure 95- Developing Amarillo 

lia^!re96-factoryin Amarillo 

In the eariy 1900's Amarillo's Bowery District was a 
place for crime, prostitution, brothels, and saloon-loving 
individuals."'However, as prohibition went into effect across the 
United States in 1911, these activities slowly faded away, and 
the town of Amarillo became a more family orientated place to 
stay. I 

During the early 1900's many characteristics of a city 
began to spring up across the town. Three rival newspapers 
sprang up, in addition to the host of utilitarian amenities, such 
as banks, and the formation of the Amarillo Light and Water 
Company. A lumberyard and 25 room hotel opened up, 
allowing new citizens to build their new homes and businesses 
while staying in the adjacent hotel. Academic concerns were 
addressed with the creation of the Amarillo Independent 
School District, and subsequent building of the town's first 
school. During this same time frame, Amarillo College was 
also established paving the way to higher learning within the 
town."While by today's standards these are often overlooked 
concerns, at the time they provided a crucial framework to this 
town's rise to becoming a city fit for families to inhabit, live, 
and play. 

P 
Industrialization and New Business 

After WWI industry began to take off in the Amarillo 
area. By the eariy 1920's, gas and oil had been discovered, 
and oil refineries and shipping facilities sprang up. Later on in 
the decade the discovery was made of the Cliffside gas field." 
This was critical in the early success of Amarillo in that it 
brought the United States Helium Plant to the area, which in 
turn provided hundreds of new jobs to the city's citizens. At 
the same time the aviation industry was booming in Amarillo, 
which at one point in the mid-20's had 5 separate airfields;** 

103 Ibid, 
104 Ibid, I 
105 Ibid, 
106 Ibid, ^ ^ ^ I H 
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Figure 97- Amarillo Dust Storm 

Figure 98- Remnants of Route 66 

km\\\ki\mmk\\M}M^ 
The great depression coupled with the intense dust 

bowl laid the groundwork for a promising future for the Amarillo 
area. The area became the regional center for a wide variety 
of federal relief programs. The Works Project Administration 
helped to improve the cities infrastructure, including the roads, 
water, and sewage facilities. 

This influx of businesses continued to help Amarillo 
grow, and by 1940 the population had reached 51,686. During 
WW II Amarillo was home to the Amarillo Army Air Field, which 
helped to train Army pilots for the war During this time period 
the Pantex Plant was also formed to produce bombs and 
ammunition.°'This is still one of the leading employers to this 
date, although its purpose has changed significantly. 

Route 66 and the Automobile 

As the automobile began its rise within America, 
highways began to develop around the nation. Amarillo 
received an immense economic boost because of this 
emerging network of traffic. With four U.S. highways merging 
within Amarillo, 60, 87, 287, and the famous Route 66, 
Amarillo became a tourist stop, with a large number of hotels, 
gift shops, and restaurants for travelers to enjoy.'"' 

This same framework still exists in some capacity 
today, with the 140 corridor dotted with many restaurants, 
hotels, and truck stops dispersed along the highways path. In 
addition, a tourist draw is still felt towards the historic route 66, 
with many visitors stopping by the old shops and eateries still 
in existence along this fabled road, 

107 Allen H, Anderson, "Handbook of Texas Online: Amarillo, TX"; available from 
Http://wvvw.tsha,utexas,edu/handbook/onlina/articles/view/AA/hda2.html; Internet, 
Accessed 26 January 2005, 
108 Ibid, 
109 Ibid, 
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Amarillo Today 

Figure 99- Downtown Amarillo, Polk St. 

figure 100- Downtown Amarillo 

In eariier times the focus of the economy was primarily 
within the confines of agriculture and petroleum. However 
new industries have continually infused the Amarillo area 
bringing new economy to the region. Industries such as 
copper refining, fiberglass production and meat packing fuel 
the economy in addition to the Amarillo medical district which 
employs more than 8,000 people." 

As is the case in most cities, the trend for growth is 
outwards, Amarillo is no exception, and the town continues to 
grow at a rapid pace, out from the center of the center towards 
the southwest. However recently a new group has been 
formed to focus on the infusion of new activities and 
businesses back into the heart of Amarillo, the downtown area. 

Center City Initiative 

In 1989 a group of community leaders got together and 
recognized the alarming pattern of businesses moving out of 
the downtown area, and into the newer areas of town. This 
led to the formation of the Center City group,' Their focus is on 
bringing businesses back into the historic part of town, and 
revitalizing the downtown district with new business and 
economy. The overall goal of this initiative is to improve the 
quality of life for the Amarillo citizens by enhancing the overall 
look of downtown, and providing viable entertainment venues 
in downtown Amarillo!'By accomplishing these tasks this 
group hopes to attract more visitors, developers and 
businesses, and increased sales coupled with a healthier 
tax base." 
110 Amarillo Economic Development Corporation, "A Bnef History of the Amarillo Area"; 
available from http://www.amarillo-U,com/living_history.asp; Internet; accessed 26 January 
2005. 

112 Center City, "Home"; available from http:«www.centercity,org/; Internet; accessed 26 

January 2005. 
113 Ibid, 
114 Ibid, ^ M 

http://www.amarillo-U,com/living_history.asp
http://www.centercity,org/
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Dflmographic Information 

Total Population: 173,627 

Male: 83,370 
Female: 90,257 

Age Range: 

Under 5:-
5 to 9: 
10 to 14 
15 to 19 
20 to 24 
25 to 34 
35 to 44 
45 to 54 
55 to 59 
60 to 64 
65 to 74 
75 to 84 
85 or Older: 

Median Age: 33,5 

Ethnicity: 

White: 
Black or African American: 
American Indian and Alaska Native: 
Asian: 
Native Hawaiian and Other Islander: 
Hispanic/ Latino: 
Some Other Race: 

Housingjnformation: 

Total Households: 67,699 

-13,911 
-13,572 
-13,120 
-13,051 
-12,553 
-24,103 
25,864 
21,680 

-7,452 
- 6,426 
-11,625 
-7,556 
- 2 , 7 1 4 

134,563 
10,358 

—1,346 
— 3,563 

64 
- 37,947 
-19,663 

Family Households: 45,768 
Non-family Households: 21,931 

Average Household Size: 2,53 
Average Family Size: 3,1 

Housing Occupancy: 

Total Housing Units: 72,408 
Occupied Housing Units: 67,699 
Vacant Housing Units: 4,709 

Homeowner Vacancy Rate: 1,7 
Rental Vacancy Rate: 8.1 
Owner Occupied Housing Units: 42,866 
Renter Occupied Housing Units: 24,833 

Climate Information: 
Elevation: 3,676 Ft. Above Sea Level 

Month by Month Climate Data: 

January(Normals): 
High: 49,2 
Low: 21,2 
Precipitation: ,5 Inch 
Snowfall: 3,8 Inches 

February (Normals): 
High: 52,8 
Low: 25 5 
Precipitation: ,61 Inches 
Snowfall: 4,6 Inches 

March (Normals): 
High: 61,6 
Low: 32,7 
Precipitation: ,96 Inches 
Snowfall: 2.9 Inches 
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ApriliNomials): 
High: 71,5 
Low: 42,1 
Precipitation: ,99 Inches 
Snowfall: ,6 Inches 

May (Normals): 
High: 79,1 
Low: 51.6 
Precipitation: 2,48 Inches 
Snowfall: Trace 

June (Normals): 
High: 87,6 
Low: 60,7 
Precipitation: 3,7 Inches 

July (Normals): 
îgh:91,7 

.ow: 65,5 
'recipitation: 2,62 Inches 

\ugust (Normals): 

November (Normals): 

High: 89,1 
.ow: 63,8 
Precipitation: 3.22 Inches 

September f Normals): 
High: 81,8 
-ow: 56,4 
precipitation: 1,99 Inches 
jnowfall: Trace 

jgtgber (Normals): 
i: 72.5 

-ow: 44,5 
'recipitation: 1,32 Inches 
Snowfall: .3 Inches 

High: 59,7 
Low: 32,3 
Precipitation: ,69 Inches 
Snowfall: 19 Inches 

December (Normals): 
High: 50,1 
Low: 23,7 
Precipitation: .43 Inches 
Snowfall: 2,8 Inches 

Religious Denominations Represented 
With Number of Physical Churches: 

Apostolic: 
Assembly of God: 
Baptist: 
Bible Churches: 
Catholic: 
Christian Church: 
Church of Christ: 
Church of God: — 
Episcopal:-
Lutheran: — — 
Methodist: 
Nazarene: 
Non-denominational: — 
Orthodox: 
Pentecostal: 
Presbyterian: 
Seventh Day Adventist: 
Quaker: 
Judaism: 
Buddhist: 
Baha'l: 
Other: 

file:///ugust
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Number of Buildings on the National Register of 
Historic Places and Building Type: 

Educational: 
Residential: 
Sovernment: 
Transportation: 
Religious: 
Districts and Land: 
Hotel: 
Commercial: 

-2 
8 
2 

-1 
-3 
-5 
-1 
-1 

Downtown Amarillo Statistics: 

Businesses: 783 
Downtown Employment: 10,000 
Office Occupancy Rate: 88% 
Downtown Property Value: $135,634,274 
Resident Population: 2,500 
Households: 1,000 
Crime Rate: ,7% 
Parlting: 12,000+ Spaces 

Employment Types: 

Marketing/Sales: 
Finance/Insurance/Real Estate: 
Service: 
Government: 
Manufacturing: 
Retail: 
Executive/Administrative: 

iiijjiiiiiliiitw 
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-6,2% 
27,6% 

8.1% 
10,3% 
qf i% 

figure 101- Downtown Amarillo Figure 102- Downtown Amarillo, Polk St 
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Site Information: 

^me 104-Aerial Photo 2 

The selected site is located in the heart of Amarillo, roughly 
located in the downtown district. The site is rather unique in 
that it is flanked by two large prominent churches on the 
north and east sides. Along the west side is an array of 
senior living centers, catering to the retired. Along the 
south is a row of businesses, and moving further bacl< one 
of the oldest neighborhoods in the city. The site itself is one 
square block measuring out at 300' x 300', 

As proposed, the existing building on the site, will be 
leveled to provide a more intimate feel to the final design. 
Traffic around the site varies from one way, to two way on 
the southern section. 
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5/te, looking out toward residential neighborhood 

5/fe, with retirement center in background 

Site, building to left to be demoiished 

Site, looking out toward residential neighborhood 
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5/te, looking out toward a business 

Me, with church activity center in background 

Site, looking toward dowtown 

Site, with church activity center in background 
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'lite. I'Hiking oui. toward retirement centers 

Site, building to be demolished at left 

Site, with senior citizen's center in background 

Site, with building to be demolished 
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Neighboring Business 

Neighboring Business 
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Amarillo Senior Citizen's Center 

Retirement Center 
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ow traditional house 

Old traditional house 
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Original First Baptist Church building 
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Sungativ 

This analysis looks at the path of the sun at the extremes of 
;he summer and winter months. The purpose of this study is to 
dentify the sun's directions and angles. 

Design Response: 

The building orientation should relate to the sun's movement, 
and proper responses should be made to ensure minimal heat 
jains, and to maximize the use ability of the building. 

Existing Trees: 

This study based on surveys obtained and site visit helps to 
determine existing trees which are well established. 

Design Response: 

Care should be taken during the design to minimize 
environmental impacts, such that these trees will remain 
intact. Any removed trees shall be replaced with new trees to 
enhance the environment. 
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Pfldestrian Circulation: Vehicular Circulation: 

This study analyzes the flow of pedestrian traffic around the 
site, both from visits to the site itself, and predicted pedestrian 
traffic based on the location of pedestrian based activities. 

Design Response: 

Pedestrian Walkways and entrances should be oriented to 
accommodate the pedestrian traffic flow. 

Site Analysis 

The purpose of this study is to determine the traffic flow. 
Downtown traffic is generally one way, so it imperative to 
determine the direction of each street. In addition, the arrow 
size denotes the amount of traffic each particular street incurs 
on a nomnal day. 

Design Response: 

Arrange the parking on site to accommodate the traffic flow, 
and to direct traffic away from the busy intersections. 

Contexlual 
Desctiplions 

il 

Site Analysis m 
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inalvsis #3 
i/jews Into the Site: 

The purpose of this study is an analysis of the site itself, in 
elation to the most meaningful views into the site. The best 
news are denoted by the plus signs, and have been 
jetermined primary by vehicular circulation as they approach 
tie site. 

)esign Response: 

The best views should be used to convey the meaningful 
\rchitectural events in the design. 

S/(e Analysis 

j ^ iM 

Views From the Site: 

While visiting the site, careful notes were taken as to pleasant 
views from the site. Most notably important is the views to 
surrounding buildings. 

Design Response: 

The buildings orientation should address the best views, while 
avoiding the less pleasurable views. 

15th St. 

Contextual 
Desdiplions 

Site Analysis IBIL 

file:///rchitectural


^SSB^SISaBESES. 

Wind Patterns: 

rtie following study shows the prevailing winds in the Amarillo 
irea, and their intensities. Generally speaking the winds in the 
vinterare mild, with occasional bursts, with the spring and 
lummer providing a more intense breeze. 

}esign Response: 

Free buffers and other landscaping elements should be 
itaggered to provide a break from the prevailing winds. 

Noise Generators: 

Most of the generated noise is via passing traffic. The more 
frequented paths tend to stay the loudest. 

Design Response: 

Orient private secluded spaces away from any potential noise 
generator. In addition trees and other landscape features can 
provide a further buffer against the noise of the traffic. 

CO 
c 

I NW Breezes 
Winter-

Summer-
SW Breezes and Gusts 

Contextual 
Descriptions 
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•igure 106- SU Building 

i^JKi^hllHlih liiMiiib 
Texas Tech Universitv- SU Buildint 
Holzman Moss Architects 

Building Type: 
Multi-use Student Facility 

Location: 
Lubbock, TX 

Size: 
212,000 Sq. Ft. 

Analysis: 

The following three case studies tie back in with the theoretical 
issues, and bring them closer to home. While Lubbock and 
Amarillo are separated by around 120 miles, they each have 
their own identities. In particular within the Texas Tech 
campus, there is a strong presence of the Spanish 
renaissance building tradition. 

The contextual relevance is that although this building style is 
pervasive around campus, the new student union building 
attempted to develop its on unique language within the 
framework of the campus. 

In this sense, it succeeds in capturing the genius loci of the 
campus itself, while not mimicking historical structures, or 
opting for the picturesque instead of the real. The materials 
which are used throughout the project reflect materials you 
might find elsewhere on campus. But rather than using them 
in a manner conducive with the other newly "cladded" 
buildings we find an interpretive approach which gives new 
meaning to Spanish Renaissance architecture on campus. 

Contextual 
Descriptions 

jure 107- SU Building i 
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'•igure 108 Figure 109 

•me 110- TX Travel Info Center 
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Texas Travel Information Center 
Richter Architects 

Building Type: 
Travel Center 

Location: 
Amarillo, TX 

Analysis: 

Coming into Amarillo, off the highway one might see this 
building off the highway down the road from the airport. 
Visitors might not gather the significance of this building, but 
those familiar with the Texas panhandle will immediately 
understand. 

Serving primarily as an information center for Amarillo, and 
Texas in general, this facility speaks a dialogue with the 
natural history of Amarillo itself, and most recognizably with 
Palo Duro Canyon, the worid's second largest canyon, only 
behind the Grand Canyon, The building itself rises off the 
ground, much like the rock formations merely minutes outside 
the Amarillo city limits. 

Because this connection with building and landscape is so 
strong, and immediately recognizable to its residents it 
captures the epitome of the genius loci of this place. The 
interesting forms, along with the strafed brick patterns beckon 
the cuts of the landscape itself and helps establish an identity. 

Contextual 
Descriplions 
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jure 111 Figure 112 

Miliii 

igure 113- Globe News Center 

Globe News Center 
Holzman Moss Architects 

Building Type: 
Performing Arts Center 

Location: 
Amarillo, TX 

Analysis: 

This project currently under construction is around 6 blocks 
from the proposed site for this thesis. It is located across the 
sfrĉ ot frr,rn the civic Center in downtown Amarillo, and adjacent 
to me ciiys mam library. 

Much like the previous project discussed, this project centers 
around the relationship to the canyon south of town. However, 
in this case it is interpreted in a rather different way. Here is a 
more abstract interpretation, much looser, and closely tied into 
the concept of the facility itself. The waving forms and almost 
rhythmic fenestration provide allusions towards a symphony, 
or a ballet, the facilities primary focus. 

While loosely tying into the spirit of the region, it does an 
excellent job of tying into the spirit of the facility itself, which is 
to foster and grow a love for the arts, and the expressionism 
found within this building captures this rather well. 

The volumes relate back to the adjacent buildings which help 
tie the center into the downtown framework. 

Contextual 
Desdtptions 
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•oal #1 
Tie facility should fit within the context of the immediate 
urroundings, and share a commonality with the structures. 

Goal #2 
The facility shall have easy access from the main thoroughfares, 
and shall minimize visible parking on the site. 

'erformance Requirement 1: 
lome brick should be used similar to the brick tones used in 
eighboring structures, to ensure a cohesive design in 
alationship to the immediate surroundings. 

'erformance Requirement 2: 
Vood shall be incorporated into the design to relate to the 
djacent buildings, and the historic quality of the neighborhood 
fhlch abuts the site. 

'erformance Requirement 3: 
he buildings location in the heart of what would be considered a 
sligious district should denote itself as a spiritual building, and 
evelop itself around this concept. 

Relating materials to precedence 
within theiregion 

Developing a language between the 
spiritual buildings 

•onceptual Sketch 

Performance Requirement 1: 
Vehicular access into the site shall be offered via the main 
thoroughfares. 

Performance Requirement 2: 
Care should be taken to minimize "asphalt" space and vehicles 
should be tucked away into the site to add a greater visual 
appeal to the surrounding area. 

Performance Requirement 3: 
On Street parking shall be utilized wherever possible, and 
placed in a position to maximize its utility. 

Convenient parking off the main 
thoroughfares 

Masking the views towards the 
parking 

Contextual 
Descriptions 

Conceptual Sketch lA 
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3oal #3 _ 
"he facility should maximize the concept of a pedestrian friendly 
ite, encouraging people to walk to the site rather than drive. 

'erformance Requirement 1 : 
leasant walks throughout the site should be used to encourage 
30t traffic, 

'erformance Requirement 2: 
Enhance the benefit of walking by incorporating park like ideas, 
uch as rest stops, picnic areas, and pedestrian only areas, 

'erformance Requirement 3: 
)rient the buildings access and entryways towards the directions 
edestrian traffic will generally come from. Provide an intriguing 
ath to the destination to encourage the idea of the "arrival". 

Encouraging pecJestrian 
traffic 

Enhancing the walk 
through the site 

'Onceptual Sketch 
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Contains the designed solutions to the theoretical statement 

and provides the answers to the questions proposed 
throughout the course of this investigation 
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Thesis Statement 

Iniversal Chapel 

'nvate Memorial 

Understanding human nature allows one to design for human 
need. As living, thinking beings, we have a quest for 
knowledge and truth. Creating a center which promotes such 
thinking is paramount in bringing further enlightenment to the 
residents of Amarillo, TX. 

As Norberg-ShuIz articulates in thoughts about dwelling, "Man 
dwells when he is able to concretize the worid in buildings and 
things." When one dwells, one thinks. It is in this very thinking 
we reach a heightened sense of spirituality In order to create 
a spiritual retreat which promotes dwelling, we have to tap into 
the whispers of the town. Listening to what it tells us, we 
discover the Zeitgeist of the town itself 

The overall goal is to tap into these very fundamental 
principles laid out by Frampton's worths on critical regionalism, 
and f^ortjerg-Shulz's phenomenological work, and apply them 
to a spiritual retreat which embodies the soul of the town itself 

The Development of Goals and Issues 

The initial research used to develop the thesis statement 
written above, led in different but symbiotic approaches to 
solving the problem of creating a spiritual retreat which 
embodied the soul of the town itself. Critical regionalism in 
general provides meaning to the architecture, much as 
Norberg-Shulz's phenomenological work describes. So it 
became important to identify the issues on which regionalism 
is based. By answering these questions an architecture that 
was meaningful to the inhabitants of Amarillo was established, 
but this did little to create meaning for the actual users. As 
such, religious ideologies were studied, and broad ideas were 
formed to create a meaningful experience for every user. The 
goals and issues which follow were a response to the 
problems outlined within the thesis statement. 

Designed 
Response 
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3oal#1 ^̂  
he fac///ty should capture the spirit of the place, or the more 
ommonly referred term, the Genius Loci of Amarillo. 

erformance Requirement 1: 
uilding will embrace the site in terms of its topography, and form 
relationship with the ground on which it sits. Subtle references 
I the canyon outside of town can be included, but must remain 
ure, and refrain from the picturesque, 

erformance Requirement 2: 
acility will capture the beauty of the wide-open sky prominent 
iroughout the Texas Panhandle, 

erformance Requirement 3: 
he overall facility will maximize daylighting possibilities, in 
ilation to the buildings orientation, and the relation to the cities 
ititude and longitude. 

''apturing the Spirit of Place 

liL (J jiiiiKi^^i iij 
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ResDonse 
Capturing the Genius Loci 

Aside from the performance requirements which will be 
addressed below, various other ideas were incorporated into 
the solution to capture the spirit of Amarillo. 

With Amarillo enjoying a mild climate, I maximized the outdoor 
journey by separating many of the functions, and creating a 
series of outdoor arcades and awnings to bring people back 
into the natural environment. 

The material pallette chosen reflects the building history of the 
area, with the predominant use of brick, while the colors which 
are used throughout the facility reflect the natural landscape 
which surrounds the city. The various copper roofs and 
accompanying shades invoke thoughts of the sky, and the 
vegetation. The brick tones, are matched to the various clay 
deposits outside of town, and make allusion towards the 
canyon south of the city. 

The building forms themselves reflect the agrarian nature of 
many of the buildings found throughout town, while elements 
of refinement such as the recessed windows and arches found 
in the housing units pay homage to the religious hierarchy 
found in the immediate surroundings of the site. 

Finally, the rugged nature of the inhabitants of the panhandle 
is expressed through the construction and material palettes, 
such that over time the materials will naturally wear due to 
climactic conditions, which will provide the facility with more 
character The wood will gray, the brick will soften, and the 
copper roofs will slowly turn. Similariy, like the people of the 
panhandle, although the conditions might sometimes be 
extreme, we stand tall with our weathering, for the worid to 
see. 

D«igned 
Response 
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Solutions 
ifformance Requirement 1: 

le wide open nature of the panhandle lends itself to a 
irawling facility, creeping along the ground. As such the 
cility is spaced out to allow open courtyards, and minimize 
ultistory components to two levels. Much like the lone tree in 
e plains, the spiritually significant spaces rise to inspiring 
jights, while the sen/ice spaces cling low to the ground. This 
lables significance to be established in the relationship with 
e ground. The reflecting pools etched throughout the site 
iflect the very way the canyon south of town was etched out 
/er thousands of years. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

erformance Requirement 2: 

he circulation system employed in the facility encourages guests 
I enjoy the large skies found throughout the Texas panhandle, 
he awnings provide glimpses by which the sky can be viewed, 
nd the vertical hierarchy encourages the user to look up at the 
uilding, pushing ones eyes up towards the sky. Once a user is 
iside the facility, portals looking out from the site enable a person 
) look out upon the horizon, and not feel entrapped in a sealed 
ffenvironnnent. 

In interior spaces not serviced by windows, I incorporated light 
wells which provide natural light into the spaces. Additionally, 
in all the housing units, every bedroom benefits from natural 
light. In elements where western sun could be construed a 
problem, various tactics where employed to minimize heat 
gain. Vertical fins and columns were developed to absorb 
direct light. Because of the large nature of the facility and the 
limited area available on the site, some elements still remain 
on a north/south axis. However, windows were minimized on 
the western facades, unless one of the above tactics was 
employed. In areas, where views into the space where still 
important, such as the cafe, insulating glass was employed, 
and trees serve to diffuse some of the heat derived from the 
western sun. 
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3oal #2 
fie facility will have a close relationship with its environment, and 
\e landscaping will reflect the West Texas climate. 

erformance Requirement 1 : 
he buildings will be oriented in a manner to reduce heat gains/ 
sat loss due to climactic reasons. Openings and fenestrations 
so need to respond to climate conditions, 

erformance Requirement 2: 
aturally growing shrubs, grasses, and trees will be used 
iroughout the site to create a viable ecosystem for the area, 
oreign entities, not conducive to growth will not be introduced 
to the environment. However, some "foreign" trees may be 
itroduced into the system, providing they have the stability to 
urvive the harsh climate, 

erformance Requirement 3: 
he building combined with the landscaping will respond to 
limatic issues, such as wind, sun, and precipitation, to ensure 
le overall experience is enriched. This includes wind buffers, 

n screens on the western ana southern sides oi me site. 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1: 

s_.-

Buildings with a north/south orientation use vertical fins and 
columns to reduce heat gain derived from direct light. In 
instances where windows were required on southern and 
western facades, and the previously mentioned screening 
solutions were not viable, insulated glass was used to 
minimize gains/losses. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

Ample amounts of fountain grasses cover the site, providing 
allusion to the natural prairie state of the panhandle. 
Additionally trees such as mesquite which can be found 
naturally growing in the region are employed throughout the 
facility. Trees which have shown a high tolerance for survival 
in the panhandle were also employed, such as elm, oak, and 
other hearty species. By providing landscaping that is tolerant 
of the natural conditions, an ecosystem begins to develop that 
will be self sustaining, with minimal outside help. 

Performance^gujrement 3: 

Strategic placement of trees and shrubs on the site help to 
eliminate direct sun from buildings. Additionally, trees placed 
in the courtyards serve as a wind/noise buffer to block outside 
sources, which would interfere with the experience. In 
addition to providing protection from the natural elements, the 
landscaping provides another layer in privacy levels, serving to 
break spaces apart into smaller nodes. 

Designed 
Response 
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oal #3 « 
'he facility should respond to the history of the region, both 
thysically, and metaphorically 

'erformance Requirement 1: 
leing a religious facility, the building will have a relationship with 
ie surrounding religious facilities, with ties to other faith's 
listorical precedents which have survived over time. 

'erformance Requirement 2: 
he facility will acknowledge past building trends in the region, 
md have a creative relationship with these structures. 

.Uy illlilKlt^miHllhHiilT-i 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1: 

The other churches in the site surroundings all develop a 
pattern with their facades, in which rhythm is expressed 
through fenestration and arches. With the two primary housing 
units looking out towards these two churches, I developed a 
recessed arch/window pattern, which provides homage to the 
heritage of these two buildings. 

As for the individual religious spaces in the facility, I employed 
various tactics to follow their own architectural precedents. 
The Muslim mosque is oriented towards Mecca, contains a 
mihrab and minbar, and offers a minaret to call Muslims to 
prayer. The Hindu altar is founded upon sacred geometry, 
while the Jewish prayer room houses an ark for the holy 
scrolls. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

Brick was incorporated as the primary building material in 
response to the history of the downtown region. While the 
brick used throughout the area is widely varied, I employed 
a color pallette most conducive to the colors found in the 
ground around the region. 

Borrowing from the dominant agricultural forms found 
throughout the region, I developed forms which were 
reflections of these patterns. As such, simple roof lines 
dominate, and recall the eariy structures which prominently 
stood in the area. 

U ' i . 

Designed 
Response 

sveloping a Dialogue with the Surroundings 
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e fac///fy will maintain a high level of craftsmanship, with an eye 
vard detail, and will use materials as an honest expression. 

irformance Requirement 1 : 
I emphasis will be made on connections and joints such that 
send users, can visibly see how the building came into being, 

>rformance Requirement 2: 
latial qualities will not be sacrificed because of labor costs or 
ficulties of achievement. 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1: 

Elements such as the awnings employ this open honest 
method of connections, so that one can visibly see how the 
pieces are held together. 

Additionally, elements such as the variations in the brick bands 
which surround many of the facades provide a visual reminder 
in the care that went into the construction, and the time taken 
by the brick mason to ensure clean color transitions and 
uniformity in construction. 
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nderstanding Connections and Assemblies 

Performance Requirement 2: 

Primarily all of the religious spaces will pose construction 
problems, and difficulty in assembly. However, several 
elements will require great care to ensure proper funcitoning 
on a daily basis. 

The light wells on the chapel are one element in which despite 
the difficulty of achieiving a water tight structurally sound 
element, need to be achieved for the project to succeed. 

Designed 
Response 
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5oal #5 
le facility should understand its physical boundary, and develop 
relationship with its surroundings. 

arforrnajTce Requirement 1: 
le facility will follow all local zoning codes relating to setbacks 
id floor to area ratios, 

grformance Requirement 2: 
le building will take a keen interest in creating spaces fit toward 
e human scale, for a more intimate experience, 

grformance Requirement 3: 
^examining its surroundings, the building should develop a 
nguage with the neighboring buildings, such that a vocabulary 
jgins to develop in terms of scale and proportion. 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1: 

The local Zoning Code of Amarillo was consulted prior to 
schematic design, and helped to determine the constraints on 
the project. From this code analysis it was determined the 
setbacks, and parking requirements entailed by the city. As 
such, no building comes closer than 13 feet from the edge of 
the property line, per city specifications for this particular zone. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

Aside from the religious spaces which are intended to be 
visual beacons, special care was taken to ensure the human 
scale was addressed in the hierarchy of the spaces. The 
various arcades throughout the facility rest at 8 feet to provide 
comfort and safety to the user, and the other spaces aside 
from the religious zones, are scaled down to provide a more 
intimate space for people to gather. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

Stylistically speaking the facility ties to the surroundings 
through its use of brick, and the repetitive forms which the 
surrounding buildings share. 

As for scale, the taller elements face the churches, providing a 
comparable height to these elements, while the side of the 
facility which overiooks the surrounding neighborhood carries 
with it a more subdued height, correlating to the houses. This 
also relates to the solution described above. 

I 

Designed 
Response 

ubdued Human Friendly Scale 
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e facility will have an inherent spiritual quality to it, and convey 
laning as one enters the various spaces. 

irformance Requirement 1: 
convey the metaphor of life's journey, the building should have 
vinding path to its various destinations. This manifests itself in 
culation, and via placement of the various spaces within the 
:ility, 

irformance Requirement 2: 
le facility will use lighting, 
3 spiritual experience. 

both artificial and natural, to deepen 

irformance Requirement 3: 
)mmon characteristics of religious architecture from each of the 
e examined religions will be interpreted and incorporated into 
i design, whether by direct allusion, or metaphorical notions. 

3te: 
lese Performance Requirements are discussed as goals 
ter on in the facility section . 

ircular Plan of the Chapel 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1: 

The various religious spaces are tucked into the center of the 
site, and spaced evenly out, to provide interesting journey's 
and approaches into the site. Arcades, and landscaping help 
to divide the site, and provide interesting portals as one 
passes from one area into another. By contrast, the chapel 
was set up along a main corridor with a direct approach, 
offering a different journey to the user with a sense of arrival 
instead of the notion of the search. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

All of the spiritually significant spaces have very controlled 
lighting to enhance the experience. Rather than flood the 
rooms with light, elements such as ocular skylights(Buddhist), 
ribbon windows(Hindu), and light wells(chapel) occur to 
provide interesting diffused light on elements of importance. 
Artiffcial light is used to provide interesting shadows (Jewish), 
or to highlight a significant element (mihrab in the mosque, 
cross in the Christian prayer room. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

The universal chapel ties to beliefs found in the various faiths 
represented in the facility. The circular form of the chapel and 
floor represent a mandala in pattern and flooring material, 
while the seven skylights serve to represent the number 7 
important in the monotheistic faiths of Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam. The Buddhist altar with its octagonal fonn 
represents the 8 fold path, the Hindu altar has three fins 
alluding to traditional shikhara's, the pentagon shape in the 
Jewish prayer room alludes to the star of David, buttressing in 
the Christian prayer room alludes to great chapels, and the 
mosque contains traditional Islamic patterns. 
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5oal #1 
le fac///fy should provide a spiritual refuge for all the five major 
irid religions. 

irformance Requirement 1 : 
jividual space will be allocated to each religion to allow for 
ayer, reflection, and study. Additionally these spaces should 
Dtnote religious ideals pertinent to each religion. 

irformance Requirement 2: 
le universal chapel should not bear any distinct symbols of a 
th over another, such that it is inviting to all, 

irformance Requirement 3: 
)nnmon metaphors in religious ideology such as light, should be 
ad throughout the facility to create a more meaningful 
perience. 

Jddhist Altar and the Use of Light 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1 : 

Each of the 5 faiths have their own religious space from which 
prayer, worship, or meditation may occur Common ideals 
pertinent to each faith are included. For Islam, a mosque is 
included for prayer A buddhist altar is included for meditation 
upon the buddha, with all the elements essential in an altar 
present. Three altars for the Hindu trinity are included, and 
ritualist customs are identified to allow worship in a traditional 
altar set up. The Christian prayer room includes an altar 
resting below a cross with space for prayer The Jewish 
prayer room contains an elevated ark, and can hold small 
Jewish services or prayers. Additionally a library and 
classrooms are included for the various faiths to grow and 
learn. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

Rather than including direct symbolism and items which could 
be deemed offensive to other faiths, the symbolism in the 
chapel is subdued to create an atmosphere comfortable to all. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

Light glimpses through the awnings as one passes throughout 
the facility. As previously discussed, lighting inside the 
spiritually significant spaces is controlled to allow for a 
heightened experience. 

Designed 
Response 
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le journey through the site and building should feel like a 
Mual experience in and of itself 

arformance Requirement 1: 
outdoor spaces, the path should be unclear, with many turns to 
gnify life. Visual barriers, both architectural and landscaping 
lould be used to provide uncertainty, 

erformance Requirement 2: 
le entrance into the facility should read as an arrival point, a 
fmbolic end to a journey, 

erformance Requirement 3: 
laces for spiritual contemplation should progress from public to 
ivate, to a place of spiritual significance. 

The unclear path 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1: 

The spiritual places are spread out so one is uncertain where 
all elements are at a given time. This encourages users to 
explore the site and provides for a sense of amval once the 
chosen path is selected. Arcades and landscaping serve to 
provide another layer to the mystery of where one is at in 
relation to their journey. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

The hierarchy of the main entrance towers above the flanking 
structures to denote a sense of arrival to the facility. The 
chapel on a linear corridor provides a "light at the end of the 
tunnel" for users to follow through a progression of arcades 
and awnings before ultimately reaching their destination. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

As has been previously discussed, by centering the spiritually 
significant places in the center of the complex, a level of 
privacy is achieved. The more public buildings along the 
perimeter serve to shelter these quiet places of reflection. The 
chapel, being a more public place in nature was shifted out to 
the edge of the facility to draw the public towards it. Designed 

Response 

onceptual Circulation Sketch 
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5oal #3 
lere will be varying levels of intimacy throughout the facility, 
m public to secluded, and from worldly to holy. 

irformance Requirement 1 : 
le innermost portions of the site will be reserved for the most 
imate activities, and holy rituals. Public gatherings and 
ormal contact should occur on the outskirts of the physical site, 

irformance Requirement 2: 
chitectural spaces will provide visual clues as to the spirituality 
a particular room based on lighting, volume, and size. 

r \ 
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Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1 : 

The individual spiritual spaces are located at the inner portion 
of the site, surrounding an intimate courtyard for prayer, study, 
and fellowship. Elements such as the housing, caf6, 
administration, and the chapel all rest on the perimeter. More 
informal interaction will occur at these places and serve to 
provide a window to the worid as to the possibilities of what 
might be occurring at the innermost portion of the site. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

The spiritual elements in the design rise nearly twice the size 
of the surrounding service spaces such as classrooms, and 
counseling offices. This helps to denote their significance in 
hierarchical form. Lighting in these spaces is more subdued in 
the public places with minimal outside light filtering in, and a 
more reverent atmosphere. 

Designed 
Response 

sua/ Clues to a Space's Significance 
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;oal #4 
ificial light will be used to supplement the natural daylight, and 
oromote various feelings in various spaces. 

irformance Requirement 1 : 
liet spaces for reflection and prayer, should use lighting 
iducive to contemplation. Lower lighting levels are preferred, 

irformance Requirement 2: 
blic spaces should have higher levels of illumination, but the 
nospheric quality will be subdued to denote reverence, 

irformance Requirement 3: 
insitional spaces should offer a dramatic experience, to 
ighten the emotions as one travels through the spaces. 

irformance Requirement 4: 
administrative and functional spaces will have a higher light 
'el, and specific task lighting for things requiring a higher 
ention to detail. 

ubdued Artificial Lighting 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1: 

Subdued lighting is reserved for the religious spaces. Minimal 
outside light is allowed into the space to create a more 
controllable atmosphere. Additionally some highlight lighting is 
used in these spaces to denote places of importance, (the 
cross, ark, mihrab, altar, etc.) 

Performance Requirement 2: 

Lighting in the cafe, chapel, and community living spaces, 
were lighted with a higher level of illumination. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

Through the limited use of fluorescents, transitional spaces 
such as the corridor in the spiritual wing are heightened. 
Incandescent light cast upon the walls helps to heighten the 
awareness of the space at night, while daylight bounces onto 
the floor and wall during the daytime. 

Performance Requirement 4: 

Lighting in areas such as offices, storage, the kitchens, and 
restrooms, rests at a higher illumination level conducive to the 
tasks at hand. 

Designed 
Response 
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loal #5 
ylight techniques will be used to supplement the artificial light, 
th to help the occupants overall well being, and to conserve 
argy 

irformance Requirement 1 : 
e public spaces will primarily be driven by daylight, particulariy 
ibies, atriums, and general circulation spaces. 

irformance Requirement 2: 
ministrative and functional spaces will employ daylighting to 
hance the work place. 

irformance Requirement 3: 
ecific daylighting techniques should be employed in the 
signated spiritual "zones" to highlight certain aspects of the 
ace, but will not be used as a primary form of illumination. 

tylighting the Chapel 

.[l.u 
Ifi^iJ^t 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1 : 

The Caf6,and principally all conidors found throughout the 
facility are lit via day lighting techniques. Additionally, areas 
such as the dining halls, and community living spaces receive 
the majority of their light via natural means. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

The administrative offices receive natural light through the use 
of light well/skylight combinations, and the kitchen for the caf6 
receives the majority of its light via a light shelf. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

The mihrab in the mosque is ffanked by light filtering in 
through a brick screened glass wall. The chapel uses light 
wells to not only provide light but spiritual significance as 
previously discussed. The Buddhist altar has an ocular 
skylight at its center beaming down upon the statue of 
Buddha. 

Designed 
Response 
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oal#1 
I fac/7/ty should fit within the context of the immediate 
foundings, and share a commonality with the structures. 

rformance Requirement 1: 
ne brick should be used similar to the brick tones used in 
ghboring structures, to ensure a cohesive design in 
itionship to the immediate surroundings, 

rformance Requirement 2: 
od shall be incorporated into the design to relate to the 
acent buildings, and the historic quality of the neighborhood 
ch abuts the site, 

rformance Requirement 3: 
3 buildings location in the heart of what would be considered a 
gious district should denote itself as a spiritual building, and 
relop itself around this concept. 

'fating to Surroundings 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1 : 

Because of the myriad of brick tones found around the 
immediate site, I felt it was important to develop a cohesive 
pattern, which while it didn't match existing tones, carried on 
the brick tradition. As such brick became the dominant 
element, although the tones that were selected were chosen 
to match the environment where the building is built. 
However, because of the various shades of brick used in this 
project, it fits into the surroundings, in that it helps to tie some 
of these tones together 

Performance Requirement 2: 

Wood is primarily used in the design through the various 
awnings and arcades. This helps to bring a little of the 
residential history of the outlying neighborhoods into the 
complex. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

Although traditional geometry is often avoided insofar as 
church forms go, the arched forms on the housing units, and 
the various domes, and spires which inhabit the complex 
serve to promote a reverent quality, and help to create a 
spiritual district. 

Desleiwd 
Response 
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I facility shall have easy access from the main thoroughfares, 
f shall minimize visible parking on the site. 

•formance Requirement 1: 
licular access into the site shall be offered via the main 
•oughfares. 

rformance Requirement 2: 
e should be taken to minimize "asphalt" space and vehicles 
uld be tucked away into the site to add a greater visual 
leal to the surrounding area. 

rformance Requirement 3: 
Street parking shall be utilized wherever possible, and 
:ed in a position to maximize its utility. 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1 : 

All parking on the site, is accessible via a two way road, and is 
directly off of the main thoroughfare passing by the site. This 
enables access from multiple directions, while avoiding the 
possible problems inherent with direct access from the busiest 
road flanking the site. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

Most of the parking is located off the immediate site into a 
flanking parking lot. To further hide the lot, the perimeter of the 
site is surrounded by foliage. Additionally, trees are planted in 
various locations throughout the lot, to break up the amount of 
asphalt space, and provide a more visually appealing solution. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

/^=^ 
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The on site parking is all located on the street flanking the 
main corridor This allows easy access to both the caf6 and 
administration building. The orientation of the periling is such, 
that vehicles can easily pull in and out of the spot directly from 
the street. 

Designed 
Response 
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Dal #3 
fac///fy should maximize the concept of a pedestrian friendly 
encouraging people to walk to the site rather than drive. 

formance Requirement 1 : 
isant walks throughout the site should be used to encourage 
traffic, 

formance Requirement 2: 
ance the benefit of walking by incorporating park like ideas, 
1 as rest stops, picnic areas, and pedestrian only areas, 

formance Requirement 3: 
nt the buildings access and entryways towards the directions 
BStrian traffic will generally come from. Provide an intriguing 
I to the destination to encourage the idea of the "arrival". 

icouraging pedestrian 
ffic 

Enhancing the walk 
through the site 

Solutions 
Performance Requirement 1 : 

Throughout the site, awnings and arcades are frequently used 
to provide relief from the elements. This provides a more 
enjoyable pedestrian experience. Additionally elements such 
as the reflecting pools, and the various landscaping add to the 
enjoyment of the journey. 

Performance Requirement 2: 

Throughout the various outdoor courtyards are benches, 
raised planting beds with seating, and shaded outdoor areas 
to encourage people to spend time in the outdoor spaces. 
These elements are strategically located to draw in people 
whom othenwise might not notice such elements. 

Performance Requirement 3: 

All of the major spiritually significant spaces can be viewed 
when entering one of the tertiary entrances provided 
throughout the site. This provides intriguing journeys in that 
dependant upon your entry point you will have different 
experiences. The main chapel however is located on the main 
corridor, always visible from the arrival point to the destination. 
This provides an alternate form of progression through the 
site. 
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Initial Concepts 

As I began the design phase of the project, I began by 
creating many conceptual sketches of ideas I thought to be of 
importance. Additionally I worked with bubble diagrams to 
determine possible space layouts of elements identified in the 
program. 

Sifting through the many sketches, I came to several elements 
to which I thought were important. I determined that I enjoyed 
the opportunities available with a cloistered housing like 
layout, with the spiritually significant spaces centered at the 
heart of the complex. 

Additionally, as this was an interfaith complex, the idea of 
creating a facility that encouraged interaction was a welcomed 
thought. 

The other primary ideas that I initially started out with involved 
path. I liked the idea of a path that provided uncertainty in the 
approach throughout the facility. At the same time I thought 
about the importance an axial path could provide to a place of 
significance. As such, I set out to create a facility which 
employed both tactics in various ways. 

Idea Specific Concepts 

Once I had these initial ideas, I began to look at areas of 
improvement. For one, although I liked the idea of a sheltering 
complex, tucking the significant spaces inward, I wanted to 
also allow glimpses into the significance of these places from 
the outside. In addition to this, the idea arose to separate the 
public from private spaces, centering the more spiritual places 
on the inside, while placing elements such as the caf6, and 
administration on the outer ring of functions in the facility. 
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Initial Design Concept 

Bird's Eye View- Scheme A 

Housing, '-^i ^ rn ^..-^ .. JHousing 

Chapel ' :L^ r • ^ ' ^ - - ^ ^ ^ 
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6/ref's Eye View- Scheme B 

Towards the end of the first semester, we developed two 
alternate schemes to present our initial concepts. While both 
schemes share some commonalities identified in the 
conceptual basis of this study, they achieve the answer in 
different manners. 

Both schemes isolate housing along the perimeter of the site, 
providing a shield, if you will from the outside worid to the 
inner more spiritually significant spaces. Service spaces such 
as the caf§ and administration are both in roughly the same 
area on the outer edge of the site, with the spiritually 
significant areas are placed in the inner ring of the site. At this 
point in the design, I had separated the faiths into eastern and 
western faiths, and each faith had dedicated library, and 
classroom spaces. However, in Scheme A, I chose to locate 
the chapel in the heart of the housing block, while in B, I chose 
to isolate the chapel and bring it out into the public. 

Design Review/Critique 

Various issues were discussed during this initial review. One 
important aspect discussed was the monotony of the housing 
block, with the perceived Vail of housing". 

Additionally, it was thought that the spiritually significant 
spaces lacked hierarchy, and became lost in the mix of this 
rather large complex. 

An interesting observation was made towards the chapel, in 
that it appeared to resemble a Baptist church, and did little to 
accept the other faiths into the mix. Finally, it was felt that the 
outside spaces lacked identity, and that was present were 
merely open spaces, rather than nice places to be. 

Designed 
Response 
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Floor Plan from MDS 1 

Plan at Schematic Design Review 

M^iiMjimdmM 
Revising the Initial Design 

Moving into the second semester, I began to look at the issues 
brought up in schematics, and work towards resolving the 
problems. 

I completely redesigned the housing blocks to break up the 
long facades into smaller more approachable pieces. 
Additionally I reconfigured the spiritual wing to rectify several 
problems. 

Wanting to provide visibility, I reorganized the initial spiritual 
wing to correlate with the new openings in the housing block, 
and for that matter all the edge openings. Doing so enabled a 
partial view into the significant spaces on the interior to 
passerby's and was intended to pique interest. 

The other major change in regard to the spiritual wing was the 
shift from individualized classroom space and libraries into 
joint spaces. By combining these services, more interaction 
would occur between the various faiths. Additionally the 
spiritual wing pulled away from the administration building 
such that it could stand as its own entity. 

The other primary change at this point was the chapel. To 
rectify the problem of having a too "Christian-centric" chapel, I 
moved towarcls a more inclusive form of the circle. This 
enabled the form to move away from the traditional axial plan 
found in typical churches. 

The problem encountered here was how to treat a circular 
form in a largely "squared out" plan. At this point I modified 
the small housing block to respond to the circular chapel plan, 
and the ripple created then reflected into the now universal 
library. 

Designed 
Response 
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Bird's Eye View 1 

Bird's Eye View 2 
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Schematic Design Review/Critique 

Comments from the preliminary review revealed various 
issues inherent in the new scheme. The new housing forms 
were said to be welcomed, and did seem to break up the mass 
of such large forms. 

However, concern was raised at this point about the idea of 
having both hip and gabled roofs over the same housing 
complex. This lack of uniformity tended to make the design 
uneven overall. Another topic dealing with uniformity was 
raised with the recessed arches in the housing blocks. The 
facades were not all uniform, and generally used a different 
arch style dependent upon location. This un-eveness was 
said to be too disjointed and one particular style should be 
adopted which reflected the facility as a whole. 

Additionally while the new chapel was said to be improved, it 
was perceived to still be rather timid. It didn't command 
respect and the form itself appeared to be subdued, 
particulariy in relation to the housing. 

One aspect which was met with disapproval was the small 
housing block and its response to the chapel. It was felt that 
this new design wasted large quantities of interior space, and 
the intersections of the interior walls just became odd. 

The outdoor spaces were said to still lack presence, and while 
slightly better, still did not denote intended outdoor areas, so 
much as being left over space. It was suggested to add more 
arcades and awnings to tie the overall complex together, and 
perhaps more visually divide the outdoor spaces into more 
useable confined areas. 

Again, while seen as an improvement, the hierarchy issue was 
raised again in relation to the spiritually significant spaces in 
the interior of the complex. 

Designed 
Response n 
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Moving towards Qualification 

Housing Block Facade-Prior to Qualifying 

After hearing the comments and criticisms at preliminary 
reviews, I set out to improve on the design, and to fix elements 
which were seen to be less than satisfactory. 

While the spiritual wing remained virtually the same, outside of 
slight height changes in the spiritually signiflcant spaces, other 
more noticeable changes occunred throughout the facility. In 
response to the chapel's lack of an identity, it was completely 
reworked to provide hierarchy and visual prominence. Light 
wells were added, and an axial onjer was superimposed on 
the circular form to provide a more interesting form. 

One of the more significant changes in the facility was the 
addition of a major arcade running neariy the entire length of 
the primary axis from the main entrance, towards the chapel. 
Secondary arcades were added from the administration 
building to the spiritual wing, to provide more relief from the 
elements. To try and tie the facility more closely together, an 
awning spanning across from the housing into the educational 
wing served to tie the overall facility together. 

The small housing block was reshaped back into a more axial 
plan, with an arcade added to follow the curve of the chapel, 
which terminated into the main arcade. 

On the large housing blocks, roofs were evened out to a 
uniform style of gabled roofs, while the recessed arch problem 
was addressed, and a single arch style was selected which 
helped to tie together the various simple gabled forms. 

Designed 
Response 
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Qualifying Review/Critique 

Main Entrance and its Hierarchy 

Thetievised, and now Unifonv recessed Arcades 

Qualifying brought up more concerns on various issues. 
Primarily one issue arose in which had been dismissed up 
until this point, and that was the main entrance. 

At this point, it was felt that the main entrance into the facility 
lacked character, and more importantly, hierarchy. It was 
noted that it held little more significance than any of the 
secondary entrances, and couldn't really be denoted as the 
primary entrance. 

Another issue brought up over qualifying was that while the 
outdoor spaces had improved, they still lacked the quality of 
being a good outdoor space, and additionally seemed to do 
little to promote interaction aside from day to day circulation 
through the site. 

One overriding issue which was brought up was the idea, that 
despite being a facility meant to bring people together, my 
design didn't create enough areas for this interaction to occur 

The final major issue which was again brought up was the 
importance placed on the spiritually significant spaces in the 
interior of the complex. They were felt to still lack a presence, 
and did not fit within the hierarchy of the complex. 

The overall notion was that, while you probably would notice 
the elements as you passed around the various entrances into 
the site, they were still not visible from the human eye from 
anywhere outside the complex, only at key points. 

Designed 
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Updates to the Main Entrance 

Final Plan 
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Moving towards the Final Review 

As I approached the final review, I attempted to resolve the 
issues which were brought up during qualifying and the overall 
refinement of the project as a whole. 

For the final review, I principally worthed on improving three 
areas: the outdoor spaces, the main axis approach, and the 
hierarchy of the spiritually significant spaces. 

To answer the question of more interaction nodes and more 
defined courtyard spaces, I took a multi prong approach. One 
signiflcant addition was the inclusion of a sunken debate forum 
located along the main axis, to encourage impromptu 
discussions among the buildings occupants. Additionally all 
the other courtyard spaces were redeflned with outdoor 
seating to create more intimate nodes conducive to study, 
reflection, and conversations. 

One of the other aspects added into the courtyanj design was 
a series of reflecting pools which run throughout the various 
spaces. A primary pool running east to west was added 
between the community living area and the chapel. This pool 
feeds an additional sunken seating area, which fornis a water 
wall, and it flows to the arcade which bridges the spiritual 
wing, and flows underneath the arcaded walk itself. 

The main entrance was reworked to provide visual clues as to 
its significance, and additional arcades were added to direct 
traffic into the site. 

The spiritually significant spaces were all modified to allow for 
more visual prominence. This ranged from adding substantial 
height to the spaces, to in the case of the Christian prayer 
room, total redesign. 

Designed 
Response 
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Christian Prayer Room, Before 

Final Review/Critique 
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The final review brought up several interesting views. It was 
felt that I had made signiflcant progress over the course of the 
design. 

However, it still seemed as though my outdoor courtyanJs 
lacked a real presence and suffered from being merely leftover 
space. 

Additionally it was noted that while the design was good, it 
lacked an awe factor, and seemed to be a rather timid 
solution. 

Finally, it was noted that perhaps I had too large of a material 
pallette, which served to diminish the signiflcance of the 
facility. 

Response 

Christian Prayer Room, After 

I will admit, that the courtyards although always intent on their 
existence, perhaps still suffered from a lack of identity. This is 
probably due to their secondary nature in the design and 
layout of the facility where the primary importance was the 
placement of the spiritually signiflcant spaces. 

As for the awe factor, it was my belief that being a 
conservative city, and myself being a conservative designer, 
that it was more appropriate to go for the subdued approach, 
no matter how radical the program seemed to be. 

In regards to the material pallette, I felt that the choices made 
led to a more diverse experience, and felt that a simpler 
pallette might have led to a stagnant design. 

Designed 
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Universal Chapel 

The chapel is perhaps one of the most integral parts of the 
facility. It serves as the primary gathering spot for religious 
meetings, celebrations, and services. 

It consists of a large auditorium, capable of seating 200 
occupants, and the secondary functions play off of the initial 
circular form. Il 
Aside from traditional programmatic elements such as 
restrooms and storage, it also contains two meeting rooms, 
suitable for counseling, wedding preparation, meetings, etc. 

At the head of the chapel rests a reflection room for speakers 
to gather their thoughts, reflect, and pray before addressing 
the crowd. 

Adjacent to this space is a rehearsal quarters, suitable for 
choir practices, play walkthroughs, or anything which might 
require a separate room to conduct rehearsal type activities 

KS! 

Additionally a meditation chamber is included, which is 
accessible at all times, for people needing a quiet indo 
soace to reflect, think, and orav 

m^M 
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The Spiritual Wing 

Equally important to this facilities success is the spiritual wing. 
It contains not only the spiritually signiflcant element for all the 
major faiths, but classroom and counseling space as required 
by the program. 

Principally it offers a prayer room for the Christian and Jewish 
faiths, a mosque for the muslims, and Buddhist and Hindu 
altars. The architecture found in each element is derived from 
the precedents found in each faith, and have been redeflned 
to fit into the complex hierarchy. 

Each space was situated according to traditional customs. In 
addition each space was positioned for maximum viewing 
positions into the facility, so that dependent upon your location 
on the outside looking in, you might catch a glimpse of the 
different facilities at different times. 

This helps to prevent favoritism of one particular faith over 
another 

The classroom spaces are shared, and are intended for not 
only spiritual growth, but possible classes on the traditions and 
customs commonly associated with the accompanying 
cultures with which each faith is known. By spreading the 
classrooms out among the religious spaces, more day to day 
interaction occurs. 

Three counseling offices are included to help individuals deal 
with personal problems in a spiritually significant manner 

Designed 
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Universal Library 

The library is significant for two major reasons. First it offers 
the various faiths the opportunity to learn and grow in their 
particular belief system. It contains not only the spiritually 
significant texts for their faith, but cultural books on art, history, 
and other relevant information. 

Secondly, because this serves as an interfaith library, it serves 
to bring people together and creates interaction. This not only 
opens a dialogue between different minded people, but 
encourages people to learn of other people's faith and 
traditions. 

The Memorial for All — ^ M 

This outdoor pavilion situated in a low traffic area is significant 
in that it provides an isolated element solely for the 
remembrance of those whom have passed before us. Unlike 
other memorials dedicated to war hero's or others beseeched 
by tragedy, this memorial stands as a testament to the every 
day person, whom is significant in someone else's life. 

With an open design, it invites guests to enter, while still 
affording a deal of privacy for the reflection of the passed 
loved ones. 

Designed 
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Group Housing' 

An important component to the facility is the two group 
housing units. Intended to house larger groups on retreats, 
these multistory units include several other important 
programmatic elements. 

Both units contain what could be perceived as community 
living and dining areas. Although they will receive their 
primary use from the inhabitants of the two units, it is not 
inconceivable that outsiders may additionally find the 
communion and comradery they provide beneficial. 

The group housings size and scale provides an excellent 
backdrop for the more intimate spaces found within the 
spiritual wing, and serve as a shield from the outside worid. 

Small Retreat Housing i — » g -

Different from the larger group units, this unit is meant for 
individuals seeking refuge, and intent on quiet study. Located 
adjacent from the library, it offers ample opportunity for growth 
and discovery. 

It might also serve to house guest speakers, lecturers, 
ministers, etc. Whom require a short term housing solution on 
site. As opposed to the larger housing units, these subdued 
units are developed for the short term guest, typically on a 
personal retreat. 

Designed 
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Cafe 

Located at the corner of the facility, this caf6, open to the 
public serves as an additional revenue producer for the 
facility. Additionally it offers an interactive experience for 
guests of the facility, and might encourage a further 
exchange of ideas and views. 

It contains all the formal elements a traditional caf6 
contains, although the cuisine is intended to be more 
regional in nature, offering glimpses into other cultures 
culinary traditions. 

Serving as a welcoming point combined with the 
administrative building, it ushers guests into the heart of the 
complex via its large gate-like entrance. 

Administration/Gift Shop 

Teamed with the caf6 to frame the main axis, this building 
houses two additional functions. One is the small gift shop, 
which provides various items pertinent to the particular 
faiths and cultures which will invariable visit the site. 

The other is the rudimentary administrative tasks which are 
required to keep the facility running on a day to day basis. 
This office suite contains all the necessary personnel to 
keep the complex flowing smoothly. 

Both of the facilities are located on the outer edge for easy 
access, and additionally serve to mask the inner heart of 
the facility. 
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roarammatic Chan 
ductions 

Chanoes in Desi< 
Combining the Spiritual Wing 

e of the eariiest changes in this project was the reduction of 
e and scale. Eariy plans called for extensively more 
using units. This was changed to the current level because 
size constraints relating to the site, and my desire to have a 
;ility which hugged the ground a little more than the towering 
ernatives. 

lange in Classroom/Library Allocations 

e initial program called for individual classrooms for each 
th, in addition to separate libraries. Midway through 
hematic/preliminary design, it became obvious that such a 
uation would result in a division rather than a collaboration 
ideas and thoughts. 

le idea then evolved to two libraries, one for both the 
istern and eastern ideologies, then flnally one single library. 
lis change also allowed for more freedom in plan, and didn't 
nstrain the placement of elements as much. 

Jditions/ Unforeseen Needs 

le chapel in particular, had several additions over the course 
the semester. One was the inclusion of a meditation room, 
icessible at all times of the day or night. 

1 additional element was the inclusion of the rehearsal space 
Id the reflection chamber for speakers to prepare before 
esenting to the crowd. 

the large housing units, laundry rooms were added, in 
idition to large custodial storage for the clean up of the 
Jusing blocks. 

Possibly the biggest change in design philosophy occurred as 
I shifted from individual space for worship and education, into 
a more unifled approach. By looking at classrooms as service 
space rather than tied to a particular group, I was able to 
explore different spatial arrangements, which ultimately led to 
a better plan. 

Providing Access Points along the Housing Perimeter 

Early on conceptually, I intended the housing blocks to 
completely shield off the interior of the facility. However, by 
doing so, I was neglecting what I felt was missing from most 
modern religious facilities; openness. 

So, as such, I opened up the possibility of having a perimeter 
which allowed portals into the site, so that people were 
welcomed into the facility, rather than excluded. 

Designed 
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actors Controllin-
cation of the Spiritually Significant Places 

ause of orientation constraints, and the importance I 
ced on visibility throughout the site, the most controlling 
tor in the design was the placement of the these "mini-
ipels". Trying to ensure no favoritism was shown towards 
ône faith took multiple attempts to achieve my desired 

ult, 

:e of the Facility 

ytime your facility size is around 140,000 sq.ft. You are 
ng to have issues with size particulariy when you have 
acted a site roughly SOO'xSOO'. However, the issue wasn't 
much as fitting everything onto the site, as it was 
lintaining a lower profile, and keeping multiple floors to a 
limum. This controlled how the facility was initially shaped. 

eating an Interesting Path 

le of my main conceptual goals from eariy on was exploring 
i ideas of path, both axial and uncertain. It was with this 
la and notion, that I developed all of my plans, and to a 
ge extent drove the placement of the various elements in 
s design. 

Comoellina Asoects of 
The Universal Chapel 

I felt the universal chapel was one of the more compelling 
aspects of the design, in that it drove home several ideas at 
which I was trying to achieve. 

One was the incorporation of spiritual signiflcance without 
offending any of the various faiths. Through the use of the 
mandala floor pattern, and the 7 light wells, I felt this did an 
excellent job of creating real signiflcance without overtly 
pushing a particular belief set onto any one person. 

The Reinterpretation of Architectural Precedents 

The other compelling part of this design in my opinion, is the 
reinterpretation of historic precedents found in each faiths 
religious structures. Using the research gleaned on the actual 
pertinent elements to each temple/altar etc., I was able to craft 
new visions of what each piece could be conceived, while 
tying the elements into the overall design. 

Additionally using knowledge obtained about the belief 
systems of each faith, I was able to provide symbolism with 
inherent meaning to each individual faith. 
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-\m\ Thoughts 
Iverall the course of the past two semesters, I have learned a 
rest deal in regards to my chosen thesis. The initial research 
tiase served to broaden my limited knowledge on several of 
18 major world faiths which were present in my facility. 

is for the selected facility, and ensuing project which resulted, 
feel satisfied with the result, although if attempted again, I 
light achieve a totally different solution using the same goals 
s driving forces. 

)ne important element which impacted this entire project was 
le facility size and scope. While I always envisioned 
eveloping more of a complex style thesis project, it was 
athertime consuming trying to solve the various issues which 
rose throughout the course of the design. 

it the end though, I feel rewarded, in that I didn't back away 
•om such a monumental undertaking, and furthermore was 
ible to finish the project in a timely fashion. 

hinldng back on the hours I spent developing, first, the 
irogram, and later applying the program into an actual facility, 
feel it will only serve to prepare me for my professional 
areer as I venture into the world of architecture. 

Soecial Thanks 
Throughout the course of this journey, various people have 
helped to push me to a better final solution, and for those 
whom have helped along the way, I'd like to offer my sincere 
thanks. 

Most notable, is perhaps my thesis advisor. Dentin Harrison, 
Sharing a mutual respect for the West Texas region was one 
of my initial reasons for him to be my advisor throughout the 
course of this project. But along the way, he was always 
willing to review my work, offer solutions, and tell me when I 
needed to pursue a new direction. 

As such, I feel my project benefitted, in that without the 
constant push being provided to examine new ideas and 
methods towards achieving a better solution, my design would 
no doubt have shifted in a more minimal manner than it did 
throughout the semester 

Additionally I'd like to thank Scott Schellhase, whom although 
joined in on the project halfway through, was always willing to 
offer his suggestions, and despite not being present during the 
time frame in which the program was conceived, always 
accepted my initial ideas, and helped me to further develop my 
ideas into the built form. 
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Note: All computer based line drawings, sketches, and computer 
renderings found in the body of the Designed Response section are the 
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