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The Photographic Library of the U.S. Geological Survey contains a special collection of
approximately 200,000 photographs of subjects
taken during geologic studies of the United
States and its Territories from 1869 to the present. Of these photographs, about 190,000 are
black and white, and most of the remainder are
color transparencies.

A portion of the San Andreas fault is
located near the Carrizo Plains, Calif.
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The Photographic Library may be used by
the public as well as by personnel of other Government agencies. Persons who wish to obtain
prints, copy negatives, duplicate transparencies,
and enlargements from the collection are encouraged to visit the Library to make their selections. If this is not possible, the staff will prepare
lists of selected photographs in response to specific requests, or the photographs may be selected through a search of the illustrations in
U.S. Geological Survey publications. If photographs are selected in this manner, the title and
number of the publication as well as the number
of the page and plate or figure should be cited.
Publication cards listing the plate or figure numbers of Survey illustrations and the corresponding negatives used for those illustrations are in
the card catalog in the Photographic Library.

Water plunges over the Lower Falls of the
Yellowstone River in Yellowstone National Park.

3

Because of the many subjects and areas
covered, a catalog listing the pictures has not
been published. Prints, copy negatives, and
duplicates of 35 mm color transparencies may
not be loaned but may be purchased according
to the following price schedule.
MATERIALS AVAILABLE
CONTACT PRINTS
5 x 7 or smaller 11 x 14
Bx10
16x20
10x 12

ENLARGEMENTS
5 x 7 or smaller 11 x 14
Bx10
16x20
10x 12
20x 24

COPY NEGATIVES
4x5
8 x 10
5x7
11 x 14

35 MM COLOR
TRANSPARENCIES
Order in lots of: 1 to 10;
11 to 99; or 100 or more

The cost of items shown above may be requested from the Photographic Library, Denver,
Colorado. All sizes listed, except those of transparencies, are given in inches, and glossy prints
will be furnished unless otherwise specified.
Each order must be accompanied by a check
or money order, payable to the U.S. Geological Survey, in the exact amount of purchase.
A period of 4 weeks is required between receipt
of an order and shipment of finished prints or
negatives.
Credit should be given to the individual
photographer and to the U.S. Geological Survey
for any use made of prints or negatives purchased from the Photographic Library. Signed
releases, permission, or fees for use or reproduction of prints or negatives are not required.
All prints and negatives are sold, however, with
the understanding that the purchaser may not
use such material to show, by implication or
otherwise, that the U.S. Department of the Interior or the Geological Survey endorses any
product or service.

An 1870 Survey party camps
at- Red Buttes in Wyo.

A glacier formed this lake near Red
Castle Peak, Uinta Mountains, Utah.
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The photographs are indexed by subject
and by geographic location. They are mounted
in albums along with captions under the name
of the author or photographer. Some of the photographs have been used to illustrate Survey
publications, but many have never been published. A concise description of each photograph, with notations of any special geologic or
physiographic features, information on the locality, and the date the picture was taken is
included with most of the photographs. In addition to photographs of geologic and physiographic features, the collection includes photographs of people performing various phases of
work for the Survey in laboratories, in offices,
and in the field. Most of the photographs were
taken from ground level, but the collection does
have a few oblique aerial photographs. Included
in the collection are many historic photographs
of the Western United States taken by members
of the four geological and geographic expeditions that immediately preceded the organization of the U.S. Geological Survey in 1879. The
works of pioneer photographers W. H. Jackson,
E. 0. Beaman, J. K. Hillers, T. H. O'Sullivan,
W. Bell, and C. E. Watkins are represented.

Erosion formed this part of Bryce
Canyon National Park, Utah.
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The Photographic Library is located in
Room 207, Denver West Office Park, Office
Building No. 3, 1526 Cole Boulevard (on West
Colfax Avenue between Youngfield Street and
the Old Golden Road), Golden, Colo. The mailing address is:
Photo Library, MS 914
U.S. Geological Survey
Box 25046, Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225
Tel. No. (303) 234-4004
A modest collection of photographs and
color transparencies is also maintained at the
Survey's National Center to meet the visual requirements of newspapers, magazines, wire
services, and other news media. Requests for
information about this collection should be
addressed to:
Branch of Visual Services
U.S. Geological Survey
303 National Center
Reston, VA 22092
Tel. No. (703) 860-6171

An earthquake triggered this
1965 landslide in Alaska.
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As the Nation's principal conservation agency,
the Department of the Interior has responsibility for
most of our nationally owned public lands and natural
resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of
our land and water resources, protecting our fish and
wildlife, preserving the environmental and cultural
values of our national parks and historical places, and
providing fo,r the enjoyment of life through outdoor
rec reation . The Department assesses our energy and
mineral resources and works to assure that their development is in the best interests of all our people .
The Department also has a major responsibility for
American Indian reservation communities and for
people who live in Island Territories under U.S. ad ministration.
Ce c il D. An drus . Sec retary
U .S . Dep a rtm e nt of the Interio r
V.E . M cKelvey , Direc tor
Ge o logica l Survey

