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Preface: 
Through this project I want to learn about communal living and then create a community where 
the inhabitants are able to function socially and scholastically. I, myself have lived on campus 
in the residence halls for three years, and I have found the experience to be depressing and 
draining. Housing and Residence Life strives every year to keep retention high among 
residents. This is a hard task. Most of the residents who stay on campus do so because they 
do not have a car, so they must return to campus. Or, they may remain on campus because 
they enjoy being five minutes away from class. Not many of them stay because they enjoy the 
facilities or because they are returning with a group of friends. I think that this is something that 
should change. Residents should enjoy living on campus for many reasons, not just because 
they can wake up five minutes before their 8am class and make it on time. They should enjoy 
the facility and the people around them. In order for this to happen, the building must be 
designed to create social interaction and to meet the students living requirements. 

1 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION .......................................................................................................................................... pg 4 
Theory Statement 
Facility Statement 
Context Statement 

ARCHITECTURAL THEORY ........................................................................................................................ pg 5 
Supporting Theories 

Phenomenology ........................ ...................................................................................................... pg 6 
Utopian Communities ..................................................................................................................... pg 7 
Community Design .................................................... ..................................................................... pg 8 

Architectural Issues 
Sense of Place ............................................................................................................................... pg 10 
Utopian Communites ...................................................................................................................... pg 11 
Community Design ......................................................................................................................... pg 12 

Architectural Precedent 
Casa Da Musica, Porto Portugal. ................................................................................................... pg 13 

End Notes .............................................................................................................................................. pg 15 

FACILITY ...................................................................................................................................................... pg 16 
Summary ................................................................................................................................................ pg 17 
Current State .......................................................................................................................................... pg 18 
Facility Synthesis .................................................................................................................................. pg 19 
Facility System 

Boiler Room ........................................................................................................................... ......... pg 23 
Chilled Water Plant. ........................................................................................................................ pg 24 

Spatial Analysis ...................................................................................................................................... pg 25 
Architectural Precedents 

Hulen/Clement Hall, TIU ......... ............. ............................ ............................................................ pg 33 
Murray Hall, TTU ............................. .............................................................................................. pg 34 
21st Century Project ...................................................................................................................... pg 35 

End Notes ............................................................................................................................................. pg 36 

SPATIAL SUMMARY ..................................................................................................................................... pg 37 
Spatial Analysis ...................................................................................................................................... pg 38 

CONTEXT .................................................................................................................................................... pg 39 
Contextual Overview .............................................................................................................................. pg 40 
Demographic lnfomation/Climate ........................................................................................................... pg 42 
Contextual Synthesis ............................................................................................................................. pg 43 
Site Analysis ........................................................................................................................................... pg 45 
Architectural Precedents 

Norheast Complex- TVCC ............................................................................................................. pg 52 2 
Northwest Complex- TVCC ............................................................................................................ pg 53 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

West and South Halls- TVCC ........................................................................................................ pg 54 
End Notes .............................................................................................................................................. pg 55 

DESIGN RESONSE 
Schematic Reviews ............................................................................................................................... pg 58 
Preliminary Reviews ............................................................................. .. ............................................... pg 61 
Starting Over: Schematic Design .. ....................................................................................................... pg 68 
Qualifying Reviews ............................................................................................................................... pg 69 
Final Documentation ............................................................................................................................. pg 71 

APPENDIX 
Housing and Residence Life Interviews 

Sean Duggan ...................................................................................................... ........................... pg II 
Mark Mc Vay .. .................................................................................................................................. pg IV 
Hannah Foust. .............................................. .................................................................................. pg VI 
Shruti Desai .............. ...................................................................................................................... pg VIII 
Anglea Fomey ................................................................................................................................ pg XII 
Courtney Curran ......................................................................................................................... .... pg XIII 

Student Interviews 
Garett Hopper ................................................................................................................................. pg XIV 
Liz Ulliman ...................................................................................................................................... pg XV 
Adam Reed .................................................................................................................................... pg XVI 
Meredith Peek ................................................................................................................................ pg XVIII 

3 



THESIS STATEMENT 

Topic: The role of Architecture in community 

Assertion: Humans' environments, through the use of architecture, have an effect on them 
socially, psychologically. 

Thesis: A well thought-out community design in architecture will create a state where the 
residents of the community are healthier socially, and psychologically. 

Theory Statement: 
Through the study of Phenomenology, Utopian Communities, and Community Design, a new 
dormitory can be designed to fulfill the needs of the students on the Trinity Valley campus. 

Facility Statement: 
This project will be a dormitory for Trinity Valley Community College in Athens, TX. The 
complex will include spaces that will meet the students social, living and educational needs, as 
well as exterior spaces to contribute to their mental well-being. It will house both males and 
female residents, in two seperate halls that are connected with a central lobby. 

Context Statement: 
Trinity Valley Community College is a learning-centered college that provides quality academic, 
workforce and community service programs to meet the educational needs of its students and 
the citizens of its service area. The campus currently has four existing dormitories, two male 
and two female, and a need for more student housing. The existing dormitories do not meet 
the students educational, social and mental needs as well as could be achieved. 
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SUPPORTING THEORIES 

Phenomenology 

A phenomenon is defined as, "any observable fact or event that can be scientifically 
described."1 Everyday humans interact and come in contact with other people, animals, 
flowers, trees, place and other substances. These are all little phenomena of our everyday 
lives. Along with these phenomena exist emotional phenomena as well. These are the 
intangible content of our lives: feelings, ideas, emotions, etc. Emotions and physical aspects 
are the two pieces that make up the whole of phenomenology. They give significant 
characteristics to paths so that the one traveling on that path might have a sense of where they 
are. Every tree, flower, building, street etc. creates the living world for humans. The concrete 
term for one's day to day environment is called "place." 

Home, is a word that means something different to everyone. The word in itself can call any 
number of images to mind. One person might envision the house that they grew up in, another 
might envision an entire town, when another might envision a group of family members. All of 
these are correct, there is no definite definition of the word. The truth is that "home" is an 
abstract form defined by each persons "sense of place." Christian Norberg Schultz 3 speaks 
of "genius loci" or the over all spirit of a place. These identifications that are attached to places 
are done through a psychological process. First, sensitivity must be given to the spirit of place. 
Next, one must overlook the fact that place is most likely very similar to other places. Through 
the use of technology, it is very hard to find one piece of architecture that has not been 
"manufactured" in a sense as if it were on an assembly line, making it far from unique. Finally, 
one must tiy to understand the unique qualities of that place in order to create their own 
understanding of it. These three steps must be taken for each individual to obtain specific 
emotions (sense of place) about a certain place. 4 

Not only is it important for an individual to have his/her notions of what a specific place may be, 
but it is equally important for a community as a whole to be able to create an identity for them
selves. This is common in dormitories. There are many ways that a group of people will form 
a "club" in a sense. Some examples of this are, the "First Floor Fraf' of Hulen/Clement Hall, 
TIU 2005-2006 Academic Year. Or "Short Kru Level 2" of Kruger Hall, TAMU 2002-2003. 
These are both examples of a group of people in a living community coming together to create 
an identity for themselves. Place is basically a territory. Place can give one the perception of 
safety, danger, loneliness, happiness, etc. The sense of place can fulfill many emotions and 
does so differently for every individual. 
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SUPPORTING THEORIES 

Utopian Communities 

Utopian communities are those that are based on a master plan with the goal of reaching a 
perfect living environment. Utopian communities are a useful basis for design because al
though they are usually designed as entire villages/towns, the basic principles applied to their 
planning can be applied as well to the basis of planning for dormitory living. Three basic ideas 
of planning must be enforced. First, the creation of group cohesion. Second, the physical en
vironment must be appealing and must meet the needs of its residents. Finally, the community 
must become a "self-conscious" community. There must be crucial connection between 
group-interest and self-interest. 

Retention of members, or one's willingness to remain a part of the community is the first step 
towards creating group cohesion. This cohesion leads to social control, or the readiness of 
one to conform to the values and beliefs of the community. These three steps are reached 
through the use of five commitment mechanisms: 

1. Sacrifice, or giving up something valuable or pleasurable in order to belong to the group. 
2. Investment, or commitment to the group 
3. Communion, or sharing of work, decision making 
4. Mortification, for submission to social control of the group 
5. Transcendence, or the transference of decision-making to a power greater than one's self.5 

These are each important in their own way. Sacrifice is the first step towards retention 
because once someone has given up something to be a part of the group, then their motivation 
to remain in the group has become stronger. An example of this would be college students 
using community bathrooms in the dormitory. By doing this they are all giving up a large 
amount of privacy and convenience. especially in today's day and age where many people 
come to college having never had to share a bathroom before, and now suddenly they must 
share with twenty to thirty other strangers. This causes them to give up a certain level of 
autonomy of their self-centered perspective, and it also puts all residents on a level playing 
field. Investment is the second step. The more that one invests in a group the harder it is for 
that one to leave the group. If one works to create some good relationships with ones 
neighbors, they are more likely to want to stay where they are living, rather than to want to 
move away. However, if one never speaks to their neighbors in an entire year of living next to 
them, then it is highly likely that they will never miss the neighbor once they are gone. It is 

7 hard to miss something that was never there to begin with. Communion is also important 



SUPPORTING THEORIES 

because it is the means by which community members feel a sense of togetherness. The first 
step of communion is the sharing of values. This could be through a specific learning 
community in the dormitories, such as the Architecture and Design Leaming Community, 
Women in Science and Engineering, or the Agriculture Leaming Community, (all located within 
the Texas Tech dormitory system). The people of these communities share a common interest 
because the majority of the residents share the same major. Mortification is a way in which 
physical and communal issues are discussed in a variety of ways. These may be discussed in 
floor meeting, or simply by the community spending time together on a regular basis. Finally, 
Transcendence is one of the most important aspects of communal living. It is one's ability to 
feel at home in the given space that they occupy. Not only must they feel at home in the space 
that they live in, but they must also feel at home with the people or person that they live with. 
This can be hard for college students if they are forced to live with a roommate that they do not 
know before moving in together. It can be quite a shock to make the transition from living in 
one room alone, and then moving to another room that is smaller than the one they normally 
live in, and then having to share half of that smaller space with a total stranger. By being 
aware of these components before design, a socially successful design is a much more likely 
outcome for the users of the dormitory. 

Community Design 
Community design is the art of making sustainable living environments that both flourish and 
meet the needs of the people who use them. These needs include shelter, livelihood, 
commerce, recreation, and social order. Communities thrive when they have a reason for 
being. Usually this reason for thriving is not well-planned and thought through; rather it is 
normally a spontaneous reaction to one or many outside variables. As the need for the 
communities presence continues, the community also continues to grow and evolve, both 
socially and physically. 

A community is not a random acclimation of streets and people; it is not a homogenous clump 
of houses, shops and office buildings. It must be the opposite, it must contain meaning and 
identity, especially for those who are a part of that community. Merriam Webster defines 
community as "an interacting population of various kinds of individuals (as species) in a 
common location" or "a group of people with a common characteristic or interest living together 
within a large society". It can also be defined as a group sharing a physical space; a group 
sharing a common trait; or a group bound together by shared identity and common culture and 
typified by a high degree of social cohesion:6 Community can be interpreted in many ways, by 
many different people. One way to look at it is as a sense of belonging, or a way of life. 8 
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SUPPORTING THEORIES 

It can also be seen as a diversity with a common purpose. Community planners must 
understand what each community is to the people that are in that community. They must 
realize and appreciate that cultural, and historical significance of the community. 



Figure 1 : Room with Movable Furniture and Ceiling 
Fan 

( 

ARCHITECTURAL ISSUES 

Sense of Place: One of the most important architectural issues is that of phenomenology, or 
sense of place. Attention must be given to providing a sense of place in the design phase of 
this living community. The users of this dormitory must be able to attach emotion and a sense 
of ownership to their surroundings. 

Performance Requirement #1 : 
Familiar elements that will make the residents of the building feel like they are at home within 
their rooms. 

Potential Design Response: 
Placing ceiling fans and incandescent lighting in the dorm rooms rather than having fluorescent 
lighting, which can feel industrial. (Figure 1) 

Potential Design Response: 
Using carpet in hallways to reduce noise and provide the residents with a sense of 
domestication. (Figure 2) 

Potential Design Response: 
Using movable furniture in the rooms so that residents will be able to arrange the room to their 
liking. Therefore, giving them a sense of ownership/personalization and control over their 
surroundings. 

Performance Requirement #2: 
Sense of place must be felt throughout the entire building. 

~ Potential Design Response: 
.... The use of the Trinity Valley Community College colors through out the use of the building will 

bring a feeling of school spirit, and will create a sense of place to the users of the 
building. 

Potential Design Response: 
Figure 2: Hallway with Carpet The exterior must be landscaped to match the natural environment of the region. 

10 
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ARCHITECTURAL ISSUES 

Utopian Communities: Through the use of design principles based on those of Utopian 
communities, the residents of the donnitory will develop close bonds to each other, the school 
and their living environment. In order for the residents to create these bonds, they must first 
get out of their comfort zones, and therefore all placed on the same level. 

Perfonnance Requirement #1 : 
Residents must make a Sacrifice of self-interest. 

Potential Design Response: 
Community bathrooms could be implemented into design so that privacy will become a 
precious commodity. It can also act as a social space for each of the floors. 

Perfonnance Requirement #2: 
Residents must make an Investment in the community. 

Potential Design Response: 
Social spaces on each floor could be present to allow for interaction spaces for the group. 
These will allow for the opportunity for the group to invest time in itself, and grow as a whole 
unit 

Perfonnance Requirement #3: 
Residents must share in Communion. 

Potential Design Response: 
Same response as for community investment. 

Perfonnance Requirement #4: 
Residents must have a sense of Mortality, the psychological and spiritual needs of the 
community must be met. 

Potential Design Response: 
Exterior areas could be designed to contribute to the mental well-being of the resident. Spaces 
that can be used for solitude could also be implemented into the design. 



Figure 3: Administration Building TVCC 

Figure 4: TVCC Library Building 

ARCHITECTURAL ISSUES 

Performance Requirement #5: 
Residents must experience Transcendence, or a feeling of being "at home" within their space. 

Potential Design Response: 
Same design requirements as for "Sense of Place." 

Community Design: The historical and cultural significances of a community must be 
observed by the desinger in order create a community that is not offensive to its users. The 
design must relate to the context of the site. 

Performance Requirement #1 : 
The new building should give the users the sense that they are on the TVCC campus, and 
should incorporate the traditions and themes of the campus. 

Potential Design Response: 
Because the campus has a newly constructed academic building, and the rest of the campus 
has been given a face-lift to update its look, the exterior of the new building should match the 
rest of the buildings on campus in aesthetic principles. The new building on campus should be 
used as precidents for exterior design. (Figures 3 and 4) 

Performace Requirement #2: 
The building should give a sense to the users as to where it is located goegraphically. 

Potential Design Response: 
As well as matching the rest of the campus in building materials and facade, the new building 
should also fit in with the regional materials and designs of Athens, and East Texas. 

12 



13 

ARCHITECTURAL PRECEDENT 

Case Study: 
Casa Da Musica. Porto Portugal 
Rem Koolhaas 

The Casa Da Musica was designed by architect Rem Koolhaas, of OMA (Office for 
Metropolitan Architecture), in 1999 and construction was complete in 2001. It was the winner 
of the competition for a new music hall in Porto Portugal. It is located in the Boas Vista Plaza 
in Porto. Although the plaza holds many historic and cultural meanings, the addition of this 
new structure creates a positive contrast between old and new. Because it is a cultural institu
tion it serves only a small portion of the population. Therefore many people know the exterior 
but few know the interior Figure 5: Exterior of Casa Da Musica 

Phenomenology is a huge part of the design of this building. The building is much like a maze · 
that winds throughout the massive concrete block that creates the exterior form of this 
structure. Visitors are propelled through the maze by using phenomenological techniques. 
The first step, that Koolhaas takes in creating a sense of place, is placing the building off of the 
plaza at an unconventional angle. The rest of the buildings on the plaza follow the plaza's 
circular form; this gives the building a removed feeling. It stands alone in the plaza, 
instead of being crammed-up against an adjacent building like the rest of the structures on the · 
plaza. With the concert hall set back away from the rest of the buildings on the plaza, it causes 
it to stand out. Once inside the building, the path begins to make itself known. While standing L 
in the entryway, one sees three things: 1) the dark small space to the right 2) the natural light rr: 
ahead 3) the tall metal stair to the left. Visitors should be drawn to the natural light ahead of 
them, down the corridor. This begins the visitors path through the building. The idea of natural 
light serves as a guide throughout the entire building. There are three more instances in the 
building where this pattern continues: 1) the practice room 2) the refreshment room 3) the VIP 
room. All three of these rooms have identical paths leading to them. The hallway into each 
room is a narrow corroder with metal mesh on the ceiling and walls, and is lit with fluorescent 
lighting on the left side only. All three of these passages lead to rooms that each have one wall 
that is total glass. From that glass wall the other walls taper into the smallest wall, which is the 
back of the room. Each of the rooms are monochromatic and keep the same patter on all three 
of the walls and ceiling. The reasoning behind this is the idea that the natural light will pull the 
visitor through the darker, more industrial corridor to the naturally lit, bright room. 

Materials and color are two more tools used in the phenomenological design of the building. 
While all of the passages are cold, gray metal cladding over fluorescent lights, the rooms at the 

Figure 6: Exterior of Casa Da Musica looking from 
plaza 

Figure 7: Entrance Hallway 



Figure 8: Practice Room 

Figure 9: Refreshment Room 

Figure 10: VIP Room 

ARCHITECTURAL PRECEDENT 

ends of those halls are brightly colored, with softer textures covering almost the entire 
room. (Figure 7) The practice room is bright green, with sound-reducing foam on all three 
of the walls and the ceiling. (Figure 8) The refreshment room is green, black and white. It 
is tiled with a trapezoidal patterned tile on all three walls and ceiling as well. (Figure 9) The 
final room to look at is the VIP room, which is also tiled on all three walls and ceiling with a 
blue toile-pattern tile. (Figure 10) These tiles were recovered from an older building in 
Porto, and were used in this room, in order to create a sense of history and place. 

The use of this pattern not only relates to phenomenology because it holds cultural and 
historical significances, but it also relates to the theory of community design. This room is 
also the only room located overlooking the plaza, a very historical spot in the city. The Boa 
Vista Plaza holds a statue that depicts Portugal's fight for independence. The use of this 
significant pattern on the ceilings and walls, and the placement of this room in the 
building, overlooking the plaza gives this room and building great cultural and historical 

., significance. 

The path through the building, the use of colors, textures, history and culture are all factors 
that contribute to creating a sense of place for this building. Through Rem Koolhaas' 
understanding of phenomenology, and his ability to appeal to humans perceptions, he was 
successful in creating a building the fulfills its purpose. 7 
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SUMMARY 

There is much research being conducted today on residence halls 
(dormitories). This is a rapidly growing field in architecture. Many aspects of 
communal living are being explored from designing residence halls around 
the make up of the campus, to the study of why students vandalize the 
dormitories, to the 21st Century Project (a student housing competition won 
by Jonathan Levi). Designers today are working hand in hand with ACUH0-1 
(Association of College & University Housing Officers-International) to create 
better living environments for college students. They aim to create state-of
the-art residential facilities for students both colleges and universities.1 These 
studies are changing the face of residence hall design across the country. In 
the past, many schools only offered a space for residents to sleep, Now 
some go so far as to provide space for meeting, study, dining, and some 
even include satellite classrooms for alternative teaching spaces. ''To identify 
and meet the housing goals of each campus, planners must work with key 
campus constituent. Administrators, residence-life staff, students, faculty and 
facilities personnel are among the many constituents of a residence-hall 
project, each of whom brings different perspectives and goals to the design 
process."2 

• 
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CURRENT STATE 

Trinity Valley Community College is currently a growing school with little room 
on campus for full time student to live. Some students, such as athletes, 
cheerleaders, and Cardettes (drill team) are required to live in the on campus 
student housing. This past year, some students were turned down for 
housing for lack of enough rooms to accommodate them all. As of present, 
the campus can only house 356 residents at a time, 132 females and 224 
males. There are four dormitories on campus, two for males and two for 
females. The male dorms are located across a small street from one 
another, on the North side of campus, and are separated from the rest of Figure 1: TVCC Administration Building 

campus by a road that has fairly high traffic flow. The female dorms are 
located adjacent to one another on the West side of campus, and share one 
parking lot for the two buildings. These two buildings are much more 
centrally located than the male dormitories. 

There are currently little to no social gathering spaces for the students of this 
campus. No exterior facilities exist, and the interior facilities that exist are only 
available during the day for co-ed situations. This is due to visitation hours 
that are in effect for the residence halls. No study rooms exist in the halls, 
and the campus library closes daily at 7:45 pm. There is little to no place for 
students to gather and study as a group, or to study in a quite place alone. 
One place that is popular for the student to congregate in is the Student Union 
Building. However, this building, like the library, is only open during business Figure z: TVCC Student Union Building 
hours. Also, the SUB is meant to be used for student relaxation with a TV 
lounge and ping-pong and pool table area. Therefore, it is not a very suitable 
space for studying. It is obvious that more social, and academic study spaces 
are needed on the campus.3 

18 Figure 3: TVCC Cafeteria & Bookstore 



FACILITY SYNTHESIS 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
Create a socially healthy living environment in a dormitory. The building 
should include social meeting areas, as well as adequate study areas that 
allow for group and individual study. These meeting areas should be both ex
terior and interior. The students should also feel at home during the duration 
of their stay in the building. 

DESIGN ISSUES: 

Exterior Gathering Spaces: 
These are important because they will give the residents a chance to get out 
of their room, and experience fresh air. It will also give residents a change of 
scenery from the room they spend a lot of time in. These spaces will be used 
for group activities such as social gatherings, and study groups. They will 
also allow for individual study as well. 

Interior Gathering Spaces: 
These are important for the seasons when it will not be possible to meet 
outside due to the weather conditions. It will allow for more social 
interactions between students. 

Interior Study Areas: 
Interior study areas are important due to the lack of study spaces on campus 
already existing, because of the campus curfew and the early closing time of 
the campus library. 

Domestic Security: 
Residents should feel that they are at home when in their room. They should 
be able to relax and personalize their room in order to inspire a sense of 
ownership. The basic needs of living should also be met. 

19 
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FACILITY SYNTHESIS 

Issue: Exterior Gathering Spaces 

Goal: The overall layout should take into account design features that will 
help to ensure the residents abiltiy to use the space as a gathering and study 
space. 

Performance Requirement #1: 
There should be adequate seating for a large group of students. This space 
should be versitile so that it could be used for study, social events, eating, etc. 

Potential Design Response: 
Benches could be arranged so that they would be ideal for large groups to 
gather. Some benches could be made with adjustable table-like additions that 
could be adjusted for eating or study. Figure 4: Spatial Diagram of Interior and Exterior 

Gathering Spaces 

Potential Design Response: 
There could also be light weight furniture, allowing easy mobility. This would 
allow users to re-arrange the area, to the specific needs at that time. 

Issue: Interior Gathering Spaces 

Goal: The central lobby area should adequately account for large groups to 
use the space for study and social meetings. 

Performance Requirement #1 : 
There should be adequate seating for a large group of students who wish to 
meet for social purposes. 

Potential Design Response: 
Couches could be arranged in two or three meeting areas. These couches 
could also be re-arranged to the users liking upon different occasions. 



FACILITIES SYNTHESIS 

Performance Requirement #2: 
Study areas should also be available for students in the central lobby area. 
These should be designed with the intention of group study. They should be 
somehow seperated from the group social areas in terms of noise and 
possibly sight. 

Potential Design Response: 
The two areas could be divided by some sort of partition, either movable or 
fixed. This will allow for the sound barrier, as well as a visual barrier. 

Issue: Interior Study Areas 

Goal: There should be many study areas throughout the entire building. 
These different areas should adequately allow for groups of different sizes to 
meet to study. 

Performance Requirement #1 : 
There should be study areas that are intimate enough for one to two people 
to use comfortably. Because these are meant to be used by individuals, or 
very small groups, they do not necessarily need to be accessible by both 
gender at once. 

Potential" Design Response: 
There could be one small study room on each floor to be used for individual 
study or for the study of no more than three people. 

Performance Requirement #2; 
There should be some larger study areas that are available for larger groups 
of people to study in. These would need to be centrally located and 
accessible to both sexes. 

Potential Design Response: 
Same as Potential Design Response for Performance Requirement #2 of 
Interior Gathering Spaces. 

21 



FACILITIES SYNTHESIS 

Issue: Domestic Security 

Goal: Create a sense of home within the building. 

Performance Requirement #1: 
Residents should be able to relax within their rooms, and feel like they have 
some ownership when they are within the room. Rooms should be designed 
to feel as un-industrial as possible. 

Potential Design Response: 
The rooms could be designed with the same style and size of a window that 
would be found in any home throughout the region, rather than a window that 
seems to be more commercial. 

Potential Design Response: 
Furniture should be movable so that residents are able to personalize the 
room to their liking. 

Potential Design Response: 
A hung ceiling should not be used, or fluorescent lighting. Instead, 
incandescent lighting with a ceiling fan could be used. 

Performance Requirement #2: 
The rooms should meet the needs of the students both educational and 
domestically. Furniture should be carefully considered. 

Potential Design Response: 
A desk, bed, dresser and closet could be provide for each individual. The 
room could be in a shape so that furniture has the potential for many 
different floor plans, and is not constricted to one design. This will allow for 
the potential for personalization of a room, and therefore provide the resident 
with a sense of ownership. 

Potential Design Response: 
A community bath could be added so that the students will have more social 

22 interaction in the hall. This will help to build a stronger community, and will 
give the residents a sense of ownership, of the building. 



FACILITY SYSTEMS 

Boiler Room 

The building will be heated through a conventional boiler room. It will need to 
be located out of the way of the regular building users. The maintenance 
staff should be the only people to access this room. The room should provide 
equal heat to the entire building. It should also be easily 
accessible to the maintenance staff. 

Performance Requirement #1 : 
Heat the entire building evenly during the winter months. 

Potential Design Response: 
The room could be located in the center of the building, to provide equal heat 
for the entire building. 

Performance Requirement #2: 
The boiler room should not be seen by residents. 

Potential Design Response: 
The room could be located in the basement of the building, in order to save 
living space, and to keep the equipment out of the residents spaces. 

Performance Requirement #3: 
The maintenance staff should be the only people to access this room. 

Potential Design Response: 
The basement could be designed with some type of security system that will 
allow entry only to the maintenance staff. 
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FACILITY SYSTEMS 

Chilled Water Plant 

The chilled water plant will be used to cool the building. It should be out of 
the path and view of the building residents. It should also, like the boiler 
room, be located where it is easily, and exclusively accessible by the 
maintenance staff. 

Performance Requirement #1 : 
Cool the entire building evenly. 

Potential Design Response: 
The room could also be located in the center of the building, in order for the 
building to be evenly cooled. 

Performance Requirement #2: 
The plant should not be seen by residents. 

Potential Design Response: 
The room could be located in the basement of the building. By placing the 
plant in the basement with the boiler room, both rooms will be kept out of the 
living area's of residents. It will also create more usable floor space in the 
building. 

Performance Requirement #3: 
The room should only be accessible by maintenance workers. 

Potential Design Response: 
The basement could be designed with some type of security system that will 
allow entry only to the maintenance staff. 



Figure 5: Spatial Diagram of Hall Bath and Resident 
Rooms 

Figure 6: Spatial Diagram of Hall Bath 

ACTIVTY I SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

Floor Bath 
This space should be large enough to accommodate all the residents of the 
floor. It should be placed centrally on the floor, so that it is easily accessible 
to all the residents. 

Activity Analysis: 
Activity: Showering, personal hygiene, restroom usage, and grooming. 

Performance Requirements: 
1. The area should be accessible by all residents equally. (Figure 5) 
2. The area should accommodate all restroom and bathing needs. 
3. There should have natural light. 
4. There should be a grooming area. (Figure 6) 

Spatial Analysis: Floor Bath 

Users: Floor Residents (maximum of 20 residents per hallway) 

Special Equipment: Showers, toilets, sinks, a large vanity, and windows 

Space Requirements: 400 Square Feet 

.. 
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ACTIVITY I SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

Resident Rooms: 
This spaces should be divided by gender into seperate wings of the building. 
The rooms should be on some type of circulation hallway. The rooms should 
be arranged on the hallway so that when the doors are opened to the rooms, 
it w ill give the hallway the feeling of one large room. 

Activity Analysis: 
Activity: Sleeping, living, lounging, and study space for residents. 
Performance Requirements: 

1 . There should be some visual connections between the different rooms 
that can be either opened or closed. (Figure 7) 

2. There should be adequate space in the rooms for all living needs. 
3. The rooms should be large enough to change the furniture 

arrangement. 
4. The ceiling height for the room should be as tall or taller than the 

hallways to create a sense of more space within the room. 
5. There should be natural lighting in the room. 

Spatial Analysis: Resident Rooms 

User: Students (2 residents per room) 

Special Equipment: One or two windows per room, ceiling fan, closet, 
movable furniture. (Figure 8) 

Space Requirements: 240 Square Feet 

RESIDENTS ROOMS 

RESIDENTS ROOMS 

Figure 7: Spatial Diagram of Hallway 

Figure 8: Spatial Diagram of Typical Resident Room 



Figure 9: Spatial Diagram of Trash Room and Chute 

Figure 10: Spatial Diagram of Laundry Room Spaces 

ACTIVITY I SPATIALANALYSIS 

Floor Trash Room 
This space should be isolated from the majoirty of the rooms in order to cut 
down on odors. It should be easily accessible by the residents as well. 

Activity Analysis: 
Activity: Storage and removal of trash. 
Performance Requirements: 

1. There should be enough room to hold all of the trash for the floor in a 
24 hour period. 

2. · The room should be able to be closed off from the rest of the hall. 

Spatial Analysis: Floor Trash Room (Figure 9) 

Users: Residents of floor, and maintenance staff 

Special Equipment: Door, trash cans and a trash chute 

Space Requirements: 70 square feet 

Floor Laundry Facility 
This room should be able to hold a washer and a dryer for each floor. It 
should also provide adequate space for the folding of clothes. 

Activity Analysis: 
Activity: Laundry 
Performance Requirements: 

1. There should be a place to hand-wash clothes. 
2. There should be a washing machine, and a dryer. 
3. The room should provide a space to fold clothes when they are done. 

Spatial Analysis: Floor Laundry Facility (Figure 10) 

Users: Residents of the floor (maximum 20 residents) 

Special equipment: Folding table, washer and clothes dryer, sink. 

Space Requirements: 60 square feet 

• 
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ACTIVITY/ SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

Floor Study Room 
This space should be placed on the hall so that it will not be interrupted by the 
noise of the hall traffic. It should be easily accessible to all of the users on the 
hall. 

Activity Analysis: 
Activity: Study space 

Performance Requirement: Figure 11 : Spatial Diagram of Floor Study Room 
1. There should be some tables for individuals or pairs to study. 
2. There should be natural light in the room. 
3. There should be comfortable seating. 
4. There should be adequate space for students to spread out their books 

if needed. 

Spatial Analysis: Floor Study Room 

Users: Members of each individual floor (maximum 20 residents per floor) 

Special Equipment: Window, tables, chairs. 

Space Requirements: 100 Square Feet 



Figure 12: Spatial Diagram of Central Lobby 

ACTIVITY I SPATIALANALYSIS 

Central Lobby 
This space should be loctead centrally to the entire building. It should be 
easily accessible to all the residents of the hall. 

Activity Analysis: 
Activity: Lounging, social gathering, study gathering (Figure 12) 
Performance Requirements: 

1. There should be direct access to the outside of the building. 
2. There should be direct access to the exterior plaza area. 
3. There should be adequate seating for groups of people. 
4. There should be adequate seating for study groups. 
5. There should be natural lighting. 

Spatial Analysis: Central lobby 

Users: Residents of the entire hall (maximum 124 residents) 

Special Equipment: couches, windows, tables, carpet and tile flooring 

Space Requirements: 1,600 square feet 

29 



30 

ACTIVITY I SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

Supervisors Apartment 
This space should allow all the commodities of an apartment. It should meet 
all of the living needs of the supervisor. The apartment will be placed within 
the residence wing, in order for resident supervision. (Figure 13) 

Activity Analysis: 
Activity: Living, sleeping, eating, cooking, bathing, laundry. 
Performance Requirements: 

1. There should be natural lighting in the apartment 
2. The apartment should provide a kitchen, living room, bathroom, 

bedroom, closet, and dining area. 
3. The materials used should be as residential as possible, to provide a 

domestic feel to the apartment. 

Spatial Analysis: Directors Apartment (Figure 14) 

Users: Dormitory Director 

Special Equipment: 
Living room: windows, carpet, room must be large enough for living room 

furniture 
Kitchen: sink, dishwasher, cabinets, refrigerator, stove, microwave, tile 

HALLWAY 

Figure 13: Spatial Diagram of Director's Apartment in 
Hallway 

flooring, washer/dryer closet, window, pantry Figure 14: Spatial Diagram of Director's Apartment 
Bedroom: carpet, window, closet 
Bathroom: toilet, sink, shower/tub, vanity, tile flooring 
Dining area: tile flooring, adequate space for a dining table. 

Space Requirements: 1,000 square feet 



ACTIVITY I SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

Telecommunication Room 
This room should be located in a basement, out of sight from the rest of 
building. It only needs to be accessed by electrical workers, so it does not 
need to be located centrally to be accessed on a regular basis. 

Activity Analysis: 
Acitivy: Networking and electical working 
Performance Requirements: 

1. Should provide space for electrical wiring 
2. Should provide space for workers to work on equipment 

Spatial Analysis: Telecommunication Room 

Users: Elecrtical Workers 

Special Equipment: Servers, cables, circuit board 

Space Requirement: 400 square feet 

Boiler Room/ Chilled Water Plant 
This room needs to be located centrally, it could also be placed in the 
basement. 

Activity Analysis: 
Performance Requirements: 

1. To supply cooled air to the entire building 
2. To supply heated air to the entire building 

Spatial Analysis: Boiler Room/ Chilled Water Plant 

Users: Mechanical specialists 

Special Equipment: Pipes, boiler, compressor, heat pump, water tank 

Space Requirements: 800 square feet 31 
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ACTIVITY I SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

Public Restrooms 
These should be located directly off of the central lobby area to accommodate 
those using the lobby. (Figure 15) 

Activity Analysis: 
Activity: Restroom Needs 
Performance Requirements: 

1 . Restroom should be ADA compliant. 
2. Should provide a place for hand washing. 

Spatial Analysis: Public Restroom 

Users: Guests and central lobby users 

Special Equipment: Toilet, sink, partition 

Space Requirements: 64 square feet 

Maintenance/ Storage 
These spaces should be located throughout the building for the maintenance 
staff to access in d!fferent areas in the building. 

Activity Analysis: 
Activity: Storage 
Performance Requirements: 

1. Should provide many different areas of storage throughout the 
building. 

2. Should provide storage spaces within the different rooms. 

Spatial Analysis: Maintenance/ Storage 

Users: Maintenance staff 

Special Equipment: Shelving, sinks, storage space 

Figure 15: Spatial Diagram of Guest Baths and Central 
Lobby 



Hulen/Clement Hall- TTU (Figure 18) 
Traditional style residence hall 
404 Double Rooms (Figure 21) 
808 Residence Capacity 
1 Main Lobby (Figure 17) 
1 Central Traditional Dinning Hall 
6 Stories 
2 Guest Bathrooms 
10 Hall Bathrooms 
2ADARooms 
4 Elevators 
2 Buildings Connected by Lobby Figure 17: Hulen/Clement Central Lobby 
3 Courtyard Areas 
1 Study Lounge (Figure 19) 
1 Architecture and Design Studio 
2 Laundry Facilities in Basements 
Foosball Area 
24 Hour Office 

Figure 16: Hulen/Clement Floor Plan 

Figure 19: Hulen/Clement Study Lounge 

Figure 21 : Typical Hulen/Clement Resident Room 

ARCHITECTURAL PRECEDENTS 

Figure 18: Hulen Clement Exterior 

Figure 20: Hulen/Clement Central Study Area 
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ARCHITECTURAL PRECEDENTS 

Figure 22: Entrance Hallway Murray Hall 

Figure 26: Typical 
Resident Room Murray 
Hall 

Figure 25: Typical 
Room Bath, 
Murray Hall 

Murray Hall- TIU 
Suite Style Living 

Private Bath (Figure 25) 
Private Bedroom (Figure 26) 
Shared Living Room 
Kitchenette 
Ceiling Fa in Every Bedroom 

115 Quad Rooms 
13 CA Rooms 
4 Tower Rooms 
8 Triple Rooms 
513 Maximum Occupancy 
1 Main Lobby (Figure 22) 
1 Sam's Place 
4 Stories 
2 Guest Bathrooms 
259 Bathrooms 
9ADASuites 

2 Triples 
6 Quads 
1 Tower 

2 Elevators 
1 Building 
1 Courtyard 
4 Study Lounges (Figure 24) 
1 TV Lounge 
3 Laundry Facilities (Figure 23) 
3 Trash Rooms 
No Basement 
24 Office 
1 Directors Apartment 



Figure 27: Typical "llexOorm· Room for One Resident 

Figure 28: Typical "llexDorm· Room 

Figure 29: Conventional Double ·r1ex0orm· Plan 

ARCHITECTURAL PRECEDENTS 

21st Century Project 

Summary: The 21st Century Project was an architectural design competition to design the 
perfect student housing. The Competition was held by ACUH0-1 (Association of College and 
University Housing Officers- International. 

Architect: Jonathan Levi 

Location: A College Campus; To Be Determined 

Prize: $25,000 

Abstract: This project is a multi-phased initiative leading to the new construction of state-of
the art residential facilities for colleges and universities. The competition was held in the 
Wyndom hotel in Phoenix, AZ, and features over 50 submissions from around the world. Each 
designer was asked to focus their submission around individual student living units of a 
residence hall. In addition to creating a prototype room, that will be used on campuses across 
the United States, the project will also assist colleges and universities in designing rooms that 
will be able to adapt to students needs over time. 

Some of the features that this design will provide include: stack-able rooms, fold-out beds, 
and one piece sink and toilet fixtures. These features, along with many other technological 
advances such as smart-media walls and glass walls with adjustable transparency. JLA 
(Jonathan Levi Architects) named their prototype the "flexOorm". This design stresses the 
importance of supporting the academic mission, of a college or university, by providing 
adjustable spaces for the residents ever-changing needs of that campus. The theoretical 
basis of the project being that fixed arrangements imply boundaries and will prohibit 
spontaneous adaptation of rooms to new forms. The flexible arrangement helps to blur these 
boundaries, and also helps to accommodate the spontaneous groupings needed to support 
necessary changes on campuses.4 
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END NOTES 

1.Levi, Jonathan. 21st Century Project. www.ACUHO-l.org. 2/14/2007 
2. Birdsy, Tom, James McKinney, Joan Stouffer. Diving Residence-Hall Design. American 

School and University. Volume 70, Issue 9, p 9. 
3. Curran, Courtney. Written Interview by Katie Moore. 2/16/2007 
4. Levi, Jonathan. 21st Century Project. www.ACUHO-l.org. 2/14/2007 
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DORMITORY SPATIALANALYSIS 
INTERIOR SPACE 

DESIGNATION SPACE QUANTITY NET S.F. TOTAL NET S.F. 
A1 Typical Room 84 240 20,106 
A2 Floor Bath 6 400 2,400 
A3 Floor Study Room 6 100 600 
A4 Floor Trash Room 6 70 420 
A5 Floor Laundry Facility 6 60 360 
A6 Supervisors Apartment 2 1,000 2,000 
A9 Central Lobby 1 1,600 1,600 
A10 Public Restrooms 2 64 188 
A11 Maintenance/Storage 2 500 1,000 
A12 Telecommunication Room 1 400 400 
A13 Boiler Room/Chilled Water 1 800 800 
A14 Interior Study Area 1 1,000 1,000 

Total 30,874 

OUTDOOR SPACE 

DESIGNATION SPACE QUANTITY NET S.F. TOTAL NET S.F. • 
81 Outdoor Plaza 1 1,600 1,600 

Total 1,600 

OVERALL 

DESIGNATION SPACE NET S.F. 
A INTERIOR DORMITORY 30,874 
B EXTERIOR DORMITORY 1,600 

Circulation ( 15%) A 4,631 
Interstitial (7%) A 2,161 

Total Usable Space 37,666 
Gross Total 39,266 
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Figure 1: TVCC Library 

Figure 2: TVCC- New Academic Building and library 

CONTEXTUAL OVERVIEW 

TVCC Mission Statement and Historical Profile: 

Trinity Valley Community College is a learning-centered college that provides quality 
academic, workforce, and community service programs to meet the educational needs of 
our students and the citizens of our service area. 

Henderson County Junior College was founded by a group of Athens civic leaders, headed 
by J. P. Pickens ,Orval Pirtle, and public school administrators in late 1945 and early 1946. 
The creation of Henderson County Junior College was formally approved by voters in the 
election of May 4, 1946. The first registration was conducted in temporary facilities at 
Athens High School on June 3, 1946, and three days later classes began there. The Board 
of Trustees provided Henderson County Junior College with its own facilities at the present 
location of the Henderson County Campus on June 24, 1946. The College moved to its 
new campus for the beginning of the fall semester, 1946. 

Henderson County Junior College began its development into a multi-campus school with 
the initiation of an off-campus instructional program at the Texas Department of 
Corrections, Coffield Unit, in the spring of 1969. Course offerings were subsequently 
expanded to the following correctional units: Beto I, Beto II , and the Michael Unit. The 
Anderson County Campus in Palestine was established in 1972 and moved to its present 
facility three miles north of Palestine in 1975. The Kaufman County Campus was 
established in Terrell in 1973 to serve the northern portion of what had become an 
enlarged Henderson County Junior College District; the present Kaufman County Campus 
opened in the fall of 1986. In May of 1983, a new Health Science Center complex was 
completed in Kaufman for the purpose of providing various health occupation programs. 

Trinity Valley Community College has a proud heritage of service to the people within the 
region and is currently engaged in continuing growth and development toward realization 
of its full potential in higher education.1 
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CONTEXTUAL OVERVIEW 

Site Historical Profile: 

The site chosen was formerly tennis courts located on the Northwest side of 
campus. The South side of the site is separated from the rest of campus by 
Lakeside drive. Across Lakeside drive is the campus basketball arena and 
auditorium. To the North side of the site is the Northwest men's athletic 
dormitory. To the East of the site, across Dean's St., is the men's North East 
Dormitory. The West side of the site is the football athletic training field . 
Because the site is the former site for the campus tennis courts, it is a very 
level site with little graduation . There is a concrete drainage ditch running 
along the West side of the site, that catches the runoff rainwater from the 
Northwest men's dormitory parking lot. This drains the water from the North 
to the South of the site. 

Although the site is separated from the rest of campus by a highly traveled 
road, it is still very close to all of the academic buildings on campus. The on
campus dining hall/bookstore can be seen from the site, along with the two 
female dormitories. The closest academic building to the site is the 
Mathematics building. This site will serve the students well for a new 
dormitory, because it is close enough to the academic buildings to be 
convenient, while still remaining close to the other dormitories to create a 
social atmosphere between all of the residents. 



Figure 3: Fiddlers Festival in Athens TX 

Any time of year ... 

... nature puts on a special show. 

Athens is 
11d1'51..n...i always awash 

In the changing 
colors of nature. 

Figure 4: Athens Foliage 

Figure 5: Athens Christmas Festival on the Square 

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION/ CLIMATE 

Population: 2 

5,821 Students: 
3,379 Part-Times Students 
2,442 Full-Time Students 

Racial Breakdown: 
342 African Americans= 14% 
6 American Indians= .2% 
6 Asian Americans= .2% 
1,930 Caucasian= 79% 
136 Hispanic= 6% 
22 International= .9% 

Gender: 
960 Males= 40% 
1,482 Females= 60% 

Yearly Average Air Temperature for Athens TX: 3 

Average High (Degrees in Fahrenheit) 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 
57 62 71 78 84 90 94 

Average Low 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 
36 38 47 55 74 68 71 

Mean 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 
47 51 58 67 74 80 84 

Average Precipitation 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 
3.5 in 3.3 in 3.8 in 3.9 in 5.0 in 4.0 in 2.7 in 

CLIMATE DATA 

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
94 88 80 68 60 

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
71 66 56 47 38 

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
84 77 68 58 50 

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
2.0 in 4.3 in 3.9 in 4.3in 3.5 in 
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CONTEXTUAL SYNTHESIS 

Goals and Objectives: 
1. Maintain a space large enough on the site to create an exterior plaza area. 
2. Make use of existing concrete drainage ditch to West of site. 
3. Orient site layout to minimize heat on the West side of site. 
4. Block views and control noise pollutions from Lakeside drive (South of site). 

Issue: Exterior Gathering Spaces 
The site is fairly small, only 150feetx100 feet, about 15,000 square feet. The spatial analysis 
showed that the building will be twice as many square feet as the site is. 

Performance Requirement: 
The new building must not take up the entire site, so that there will be enough room for an 
exterior plaza. 

Potential Design Response: 
The building could be designed with a basement, and several stories tall. The rest of campus 
does not exceed two stories, therefore any building taller than three stories would be too tall. A 
basement would also be useful for mechanical spaces, etc. 

Potential Design Response: 
The building footprint could take the rectangular form of the site, but leave a void in the center 
for the plaza area. This would maximize the area of the site, but still allow for the exterior 
plaza. 

Issue: Make use of existing concrete drainage 
The drainage from the NW dormitory must be addressed. The existing drainage cannot be 
removed, due to the fact that if removed, the runoff will run directly through the site. 

Potential Design Response: 
The drainage ditch could be made larger and gutters could be run from the roof top of the new 
building to the drainage ditch. This would take away the need for a new drainage system, and 
also use the resources that are already available. 



LAKESIDE DR. 

Figure 6: Site Diagram 

CONTEXTUAL SYNTHESIS 

Issue: Orient site layout to minimize heat on West side of site. 
The West side of the site is a practice football field, therefore there is no natural shade 
from trees. 

Potential Design Response: 
Minimal glazing should be used on the West side of the building. 

Potential Design Response: 
Some type of glazing or adjustable shading devise could be put on the West windows of 
the building. 

Issue: Block views and control noise pollutions from Lakeside drive, South of site. 
The South side of the site is next to Lakeside dive, a somewhat heavily traveled road. 
Therefore, steps should be taken to cut down on cut down on noise pollution to the new 
building. Especially since this will be a building that will be used for students living and 
sleeping. 

Potential Design Response: 
A tall fence could be put up to keep views of the road to a minimum. This fence would 
also cut down on some of the noise problems. 

Potential Design Response: 
Residents rooms could be kept strictly to the North, East and West sides of the site. 

Potential Design Response: 
The footprint of the building could be pushed as far to the North as possible to cut down on 
the noise disturbances to the South. 
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Proposed Site: The site is approxamately 
150 feet in length and 100 feet in width. 

Northwest Donnitory: All-male athletic 
donnitory located to the North of the site. 

: All-male dormitory 
located to the East of the site. 

Basketball Gymnasium: Only gymnasium on 
campus, located the the South of the site. 

Mathematics Building: Closest academic 
building to site, located to the Southeast of 
the site. 

Dining Hall and Bookstore: The only 
bookstore and dining hall on campus, located 
to the Southwest. 

Lakeside Drive: High traffic road located to 
the South of the site. 



LOW LEVEL: Noise refers mostly to 
those things which occur only 
occasionally, such as sports events, 
or things that are far away. In this 
case most of the low level noise 
comes from the vacant spaces to the 
North and the South of the site. 

Noise in this area 
comes primarily from the other 
dormitories surrounding the site. 

HIGH LEVEL: Noise in the area is 
attributed to the campus and to 
Lakeside drive. The heavy traffic in 
this area will be very loud. 

SITE ANALYSIS 
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LOW TRAFFIC: Refers to the areas 
where the traffic flow is light and 
inconsistent throughout the day. 

Zones are 
those that although may be 
inconsistent throughout the day, 
produce unsafe traffic because there 
is not normally traffic present. 

HIGH TRAFFIC: Refers to areas of 
consistent traffic at often high 
speeds. Mostly on Lakeside road to 
the South of the site. 



Figure 7: Site Drainage on and off of site 

Figure 8: Prevailing Winds from the North 

SITE ANALYSIS 

WATER DRAINAGE: The site consits of a very low slope and is seeming 
flat to the naked eye. Because the site was formerly used for tennis 
courts, the grade was very small so that the tennis games would not be 
affected. Due to this fact, the site will be very easy to grade, but the water 
must continue to drain to the Southwest of the site. (Figure 7) 

PREVAILING WINDS: In this region of the state, winds are not a very 
large concern . The wind direction on the site comes mainly from the North. 
Which on this site are blocked by the dormitory to the North. (Figure 8) 
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Figure 11: Site Photo C 



SITE ANALYSIS 

Figure 15: Key 

Figure 18: Site Photo H 

Figure 16: Site Photo F 
~~~~~~~~~~~~--.-.. 

Figure 19: Site Photo I 
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Figure 21 : Site Photo K 

Figure 24: Site Photo M 

51 Figure 22: Site Photo L 



Northeast Complex - TVCC (Figure 24) 
Suite Style Dormitory 
Newest Dormitory on Campus 
All Male Dormitory 
Movable Furniture 
60 Double Rooms (Figure 28) 
120 Total Resident Capacity 
2 Lobbies (Figure 25) 
No Attached Dining Hall 
2 Stories 
No Guest Bathroom 
30 Total Paths 
2ADARooms 
No Elevators 
No Exterior Lounge Areas 
4 Laundry Facilities (Figure 27) 
No Office 
1 Resident Director 

Figure 25: Northeast Floor Plan 

ARCHITECTURAL PRECEDENTS 

Figure 26: Northeast Donnitory Exterior 

Figure 30: Typical Resident Room 

I 
Figure 28: Northeast Residential Hall Figure 29: Laundry Room 52 



ARCHITECTURAL PRECEDENTS 

Figure 31: Northwest Dormitory Exterior 

Figure 32: NW Typical Vanity Figure 33: NW Typical Closet 

53 
Figure 34: NW Typical Residental Room 

Northwest Complex- TVCC Campus 
Suite Style Dormitory 
All Male Dormitory 
Athletic Student Dorm 
Movable Furniture 
52 Roo·ms (Figure 32) 
104 Resident Occupancy 
26 Baths (Figure 30) 
2 Stories 
Exterior Hallways (Figure 29) 
No Lobby 
No Dining Hall 
No Guest Bath 
No Study Rooms 
No elevator 
No ADA Rooms 
No Exterior Lounging Area 
No Laundry Facilities 
No Office 
1 Resident Director 

SeCDnd Floor-

Figure 35: Northwest Floor Plan 



West and South Halls- TVCC 
Suite Style Dormitory 
All Female Dorm 
Cheerleader and Cardette 
Dormitory 
Movable Furniture 
33 Rooms Each (Figure 37) 
66 Total Resident Capacity Each 
1 Lobby Each 
No Attached Dining Hall 
2 Stories 
No Guest Bath 
1 ADA Room Each 
No Exterior Lounge Area 
No Study Lounge 
1 Laundry Facility Each (Figure 36) 
No Office 
1 Resident Director 

[-flI-J f Fill J 

1- * UI lll Us 

Figure 36: West and South Halls Floor Plan 

Figure 38: Typical Hallway and 
Laundry Facility 

Figure 39: Typical Resident Room 

ARCHITECTURAL PRECEDENTS 
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Scheme 1 

Process: This was my first response for 
Schematic Reviews. I designed the building 
around the parti diagram (Figure 2). It was 
hard to fit everything that the program called 
for onto the site; the main focus was put on 
the central lobby and study area by placing 
them in the center of the building, with the 
rest of the building radiating out from it. The 
rooms were clustered as much as possible in 
an attempt to build hall unity. Several of the 
rooms/spaces were created from void 
spaces, such as the exterior areas, and the 
study rooms. 

Criticism: The Parti created several 
awkward room shapes and sizes. The 
design also did not address parking to its 
best potential. It did not have a defined main 
entrance, and did not connect well with the 
rest of the campus. I was challenged to step 
back and master plan the site as it ad
dresses the rest of the campus, and to work 
more with the existing site rather than just 
placing the building onto the site. 

Response: This design did accommodate 
all of the spaces that were called for in the 
program. It did provide the residents with a 
variety of spaces and levels of privacy. The 
reviewers also felt that this building created 
several interaction spaces for students 
during the school week. Finally, the idea of 
clustering was praised as the best feature of 
this design. 

ao 
lIJJ 

Figure 1: Scheme 1 Floor Plan and Elevation 

Figure 2: Scheme 1 Building Section and Parti Diagram 

SCHEMATIC REVIEWS 
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Figure 3: Scheme 2 Floor Plan and Elevation 
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Figure 4: Scheme 2 Building Section 
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Scheme 2 

Process: This design used the same parti 
diagram as Scheme 1 (Figure 2). Once 
again it was hard to to keep all of the 
program confined within the site and sill meet 
all of the requirements. The Lobby was 
placed centrally again, with two wings flank
ing away from it. I placed the main entrance 
on a different side of the building to create a 
variation from the previous design. The 
exterior areas were placed away from the 
Central Lobby to create private exterior areas 
for each wing, rather than spaces that would 
be common to the entire building. However, 
there was one larger exterior area that was 
created near the front entrance that could be 
used by the entire building. 

Criticism in Review: It was stated in 
reviews that this plan's footprint was not 
optimal to the site, due to the size of the site, 
and the shape that the parti created. It was 
also stated that like Scheme 1, this design 
did not have an entrance that connected it to 
the rest of the site, as well as could be 
achieved. 

Response: This design, like Scheme 1, met 
all program needs. It also addressed several 
levels of privacy, through the different 
common areas, and the different exterior 
areas. 

·. 



Scheme 3 

Process: In this design I used a 
combination of two parti's (Figure 6). It was 
much easier to place on the site, and be
cause of the shape of the building, I was able 
to have more of the site left over to use for 
parking which was not achieveable in the 
other two schemes. This scheme only 
allows for common exterior spaces, rather 
than more intimate exterior spaces. There 
are two main entrances so that the building 
can be entered from either direction. 

Criticism: In the critique of this building, I 
was told again to take a step back and take 
another look at the site, and the overall plan 
of the site and how it relates to the rest of the 
campus. It was also suggested that I look at 
other places that large numbers of people 
live together other than dormitories, and 
apply some of those principles to my design. 

Response: This design met all of the pro
gramming needs. It also allowed for more 
parking then the other designs. I feel that 
the elevation of this building would have 
been more interesting than the other two 
desi~ns. 

Figure 5: Parti's Used for Scheme 3 

SCHEMATIC REVIEWS 

Figure 6: Scheme 3 Floor Plan and Elevation 

Sfcr!Ol.I c "<111..c 't'll!'.l:o· 
~-~~~~~~~~---' 

Figure 7: Scheme 3 Building Section 60 
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Figure 8: Southeast Comer Perspective 

Figure 9: Longitudinal Building Section 
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Process: Following Schematic Reviews, I 
took the elements from the three schematic 
designs and then I tried to compile them as 
much as possible to create a new design. 
Upon doing this, I had the idea to begin to 
design a building based on a grid. The 
design would be repeated thought the entire 
building, not just in the floor plan. I based 
this grid on the 2:3 proportion, which is the 
proportion of the site. 

I also had the idea to create a typical hallway, 
and then use those hallways as "building 
blocks" and stack them up in a random 
pattern to create several overlapping exterior 
spaces, and to create an interesting elevation 
that looked different from the normal idea of 
what a donnitory looks like. 

In response to critiques from Schematic 
Reviews, I added a large parking lot that will 
accommodate all of the residents that will live 
in the building. It was placed out of the 
original site boundaries and onto the existing 
practice football field. Part of the building 
was cantilevered over the parking lot to 
create an exterior space for all of the 
residents. 

With the addition of the parking lot on that 
side of the site, it allowed for a main entrance 
to be added to one side of the building, and 
then on the opposite side of the building, I 
created another main entrance. This created 
a central path through the building in an 
attempt to link the building to the campus. 



The exterior of the building is white stucco 
with copper panels. The campus has 
recently gone to great lengths to present a 
uniform look with its academic buildings. A 
new building has been built to match some of 
the newer existing buildings, and an existing 
building has been renovated to match these 
other buildings. Therefore, in my design I 
made the exterior of the building white stucco 
to match the other buildings on campus, in 
order to keep the united image throughout 
the campus. I added the metal panels in the 
attempt to give the building a separate iden-
tity from the other academic buildings, but 
still show that it is the part of the campus. Figure 10: Transverse Building Section 

I created many exterior spaces for residents 
in the places where a roof could be used as a 
terrace by the floor above. I also created 
exterior private spaces for each of the 
directors. 

When stacking the hallway "building blocks" I 
left the building with a central void. This was 
to be the space used as the Central Lobby. 
The main vertical circulation was also added 
to this central void. 

The elevations of this building were created 
by overlaying the grid that the floor plan was 
designed on, onto the buildings exterior. All 
of the windows were designed on the same 
2:3 ratio. They were designed so that all of 
the rooms have a different window so the 
building does not have the "cookie cutter" 
appearance of most typical dorms. 

Figure 11: Southwest Perspective 

PRELIMINARY REVIEWS 
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Figure 12: Northwest Perspective 

Figure 13: North Elevation 
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In the original program, the spatial analysis 
called for 84 residential rooms. However in 
this design I only incorporated 60 residential 
rooms. I decided that there was not enough 
room to build a building with 84 residential 
rooms, and I also felt that if the hallways 
were limited to 10 residential rooms, and a 
maximum of 20 residents, it would be easier 
for the residents to get to know each other. 

I also added two Disabled rooms to the plan, 
which were not called for in the original plan. 
I did this so that the individuals who will need 
these rooms will have larger rooms than the 
other residents in the hallways. I also placed 
them near one of the directors apartments so 

. that in the event of an emergency, they will 
have someone on the professional staff 
within close proximity. 

Criticism: Some of the main issues that 
were addressed in the critique are some of 
the technical parts of the buildings 
articulation. The pluming was an important 
issue, none of the bathrooms lined up 
vertically within the building. Another 
important issue was the HVAC system. At 
that time I had not considered what type of 
system would be used, and therefore, the 
building was not ready for a system to be 
easily added. Similarly, the issue of the win
dows was addressed. It was pointed out that 
the windows that were used were not the 
best solution for the building. It was sug
gested that the windows would be able to be 
opened, and all of them would be at eye 
level. 



Because the Central Lobby extended up to 
all three stories, many of the residential 
rooms had windows that opened into that 
void rather than to the exterior. This was a 
concern for the privacy of the residents of 
those rooms, as well as their mental health. 

The design of this building was compared to 
that of a hotel, and so I was asked to look at 
the building in terms of time. Unlike a hotel, 
a dormitory is a building where the people 
who will be staying there will be staying for a 
long period of time. Therefore, I was asked 
to think how this building will be perceived 
day after day by the same people for almost 
a year. 

The structure of the building was another 
concern. This design meant that much of the 
structure could not be placed on a grid 
efficiently, and because I did not want to use 
load-bearing walls, this had to be addressed. 

The vertical circulation was the final 
"stacking" concern. Like the plumbing, the 
structure and the HVAC, the vertical 
circulation was awkward and wasted much of 
the space within the building. 

The grid that had been used to design the 
building was challenged. It was said that this 
grid should not be proportioned with the site, 
but should instead be proportioned to some
thing more finite within the building. 

Overall the building was said to have a 
chaotic nature, and needed to have more 
organization to it. 

PRELIMINARY REVIEWS 

Figure 14: Northeast Perspective 

Figure 15: West Elevation 
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Figure 16: First Floor Plan 
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Figure 17: 2nd Floor Plan 
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Figure 18: 3rd Floor Plan 
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Process: After Preliminary Reviews, I took 
a large step backwards and changed the ma
jority of my building. I took the advise from 
qualifying and created a new proportioned 
grid to design the building around. I started 
by making all of the rooms in the hallway the 
same shape, rather than just the same size 
but different shape. I used the proportion of 
the new room to create my new grid. This 
worked out well because now the grid 
proportion really did reach every aspect of 
the building, even down to the smallest 
spaces, the resident closets (Figure 19). 

I also decided against stacking my hallways 
in a "random" order. The more I worked with 
the design I had before to try and make the 
structure, and plumbing work, the more I re
alized that it was not possible. Therefore, I 
decided to stack the residential halls in the 
traditional fashion, consecutively one on top 
of other. By doing this it was not only easier 
to create a structural grid system, but it was 
also easier to add the vertical circulation, 
both in terms of elevators, and in terms of 
fire stairs. 

In my Preliminary Design, the lobbies were a 
little larger then the program called for, so it 
was suggested to remove some of the 
Central Lobby from one area, and then to 
further remove a portion of the lobby by 
creating a Central Plaza to meet the exterior 
space requirements. 

STARTING OVER: SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
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Figure 19: New Floor Plan with Grid Overlay 
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QUALIFYING REVIEWS 

Figure 20: North Elevation 

Figure 21 : Typical Resident Room 

69 Figure 22: Floor Lounge 

In order to give tfle building a more 
interesting facade each room was given a 
bay. Each window followed the proportion 
that was used to create the floor plan. Each 
room was given the same size and shape 
window, for the same reason that they were 
all created the same size and shape. This 
was in an effort to create equal spaces for all 
of the residents. I also felt that with the differ
ent depths in elevation, a variation of win
dows from residential room to room would be 
too overpowering visually. Although all resi
dential rooms share the same type of 
window, different window types were as
signed to the different room types. All of the 
bathrooms, lounges, director's rooms and 
stairwells share the same window type for 
their respective room type 
(Figure 20). 

The metal panels on the outside of the 
building were placed there to cover the vents 
from the HVAC system. A central all-water 
fan-coil terminal system will be used to heat 
and cool the building. This will allow each 
room to control its own air temperature, and 
so will each room will have a vent that opens 
to the exterior of the building. These vents 
sometimes leak water that is being 
circulationed through them; the damp, humid 
climate of East Texas could cause mildew 
and mold to form on the white stucco exterior 
of the building. Therefore, in order to keep 
the exterior of the building looking like new 
for years to come, the panels were placed to 
cover them (Figure 20). 



Criticism: The response to my presentation 
for the Qualifying Review was very possi
tive. The only aspect of my floor plan that 
was asked to be addressed was the layout of 
one of the Director's apartment. I was asked 
to move the bedroom to an outside wall so 
that it could recieve more direct sunlight. 

Many of the renderings that were presented 
were asked to be improved. I was asked to 
incorporate more of the site into my digital 
model, and then into the renderings (Figure 
23). Control joint lines were to be added into 
the exterior renderings, and elevations, as 
well (Figure 23 & 20). 

The interior renderings needed more im
provement than the exterior images. The tile 
wainscotting that lined the walls in the 
hallway and the floor lobbies was suggested 
to be removed (Figure 22 & 24). It was 
suggested that a more attractive wall cover
ing take its place, such as a full tile wall, or a 
full plastered wall. The lighting in the interior 
images were also criticized. It was recom
mended that lights in the residential rooms 
should be more user friendly. Rather than 
being generic, they could be places in 
specialized locations to light certain areas for 
certain tasks, i.e. specialized lighting above 
the desk area (Figure 23). The lighting in the 
hall was also asked to take on a less institu
tional feel and have more of a specific design 
to them (Figure 24). Finally, the renderings 
of the residential rooms were asked to show 
more of the room, and to generate more of a 
personalized, "at home" feeling to them 
(Figure 23). 

QUALIFYING REVIEWS 

Figure 23: Entrance from Parking Lot 

Figure 24: Typical Residential Hallway 70 
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Figure 25: Central Lobby from Back Entrance 

Figure 27: Typical Residential Room 1 

Figure 29: View of Main Entrace 

71 
Figure 31: Cenral Lobby Looking Towards Plaza 

Figure 26: Central Study Area 

Figure 28: Typical Residential Room 2 

Figure 30: View of Back Entrance from Parking Lot 

Figure 32: Typical Floor Lounge 

Between Qualifying and Final Reviews, the 
main changes that were made to the project, 
were the one's mentioned at the Qualifying 
Reivew. These changes were mainly to the 
rendered images. Images were added of the 
Cenral Lobby, and Central Study Area. The 
image of the floor loobies was also changed 
by adding a glass wall into the design to let in 
more light. The wainscott tile was also 
removed and made into a simple tile base, 
with plastered walls. 

Control joints were added to the elevations 
and to the exterior renderings. More of the 
sight was also built in the digital model so 
that more of the campus could be seen in the 
renderings, and therefore more of the build
ing could be seen as well. 

More of the residential rooms were added to 
the renderings. The lighting in these rooms 
was changed so that it could function as each 
individual resident needed for their own use. 

Finally, the changes in plan to the Director's 
Apartment were made, and two building 
sections were added to the final presentation. 
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Figure 33: First Floor Plan 
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Figure 35: Fourth Floor Plan 
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Figure 36: Basement Plan 
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Figure 38: Mechanical Plan 1st Floor 

figure 37: Mechanical Diagram 

Figure 39: Mechanical Plan Basement 
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Figure 43: East Elevation 

Figure 44: South Elevation 
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Figure 49: Building Model, Southeast Comer 
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HOUSING AND RESIDENCE LIFE INTERVIEWS 

Sean Duggan 
Managing Director of Housing and Residence Life 
CA for TIU while in college for 2 Y: years 
BA in History 
MA in Education and College Student Personnel 

1. From an educational stand point, what are some features that are absolutely necessary for housing? 
College housing supports the mission of the institution and so in viewing it as a support feature for a campus, it 
really needs to provide services with that in mind. Therefore, places to study, desks, places to relax and feel com
fortable, are necessary. Space to pursue academics, good lighting, noise prevention, either with materials or with 
some sort of structure, state of art life safety, smoke detectors, privacy, should be incorporated as much as pos
sible. However, it can create extra expenses, so ways to incorporate private spaces in the halls without a great 
cost would be great. The highest bandwidth internet connections, the more you can do to make technology acces
sible wither It is wireless, etcetera. Large gathering spaces for study groups or socializing, lobbies, or study 
rooms, in hall dassrooms is becoming a new trend as well on some new campuses. However the problem with 
that is some students inability to separate their home life from their school life, such as going to dass in pajamas 
and house shoes. It has worked well in some Honors colleges. Appropriate entertainment facilities are also 
needed, and it needs to be build sturdy. 

2. What are some features that are nice bonuses? 
One thing that we are trying to do on campus now is ceiling fans because it reminds students of home. It also 
allows them to control their own environment. We are also trying to get new carpet where it is needed along with 
as many other facilities updates as possible. 

3. Do you feel that dorms with community baths are more successful socially to residents? 
Socially yes, without a doubt because it's a common denominator for them. Many student today are so 
blessed/spoiled by having their own room and bathroom at home that when they get to college they have to get 
out of their comfort zone and learn how to share. So if they have to wait five minutes to take a shower it is a 
common experience for them all. It puts them all on a level playing field and opens the door for them to meet new 
people. It is especially important for first year students to have community bathrooms. 

4. What do you think the maximum number of residents there should be per room? 
Its hard to say, a double room is pretty natural, but over in Murray with the quads it works well too. But I would say 
the best is the double room. Four residents can be too many. There is always the potential for the odd person out 
with the more residents that are brought in. It is always good to provide options for residents so that they can 
choose what kind of an environment they want to live in. 

5. Do you feel that rooms like In Murray Hall are harder or easier to create a social atmosphere? 
I think it creates social atmosphere but on a smaller scale, which for upperdassmen is sometimes more appropri
ate. 
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6. What do you feel Is the main reason for behavioral disturbances In the dorm? 
Immaturity, alcohol, that tends to be where most of the poor choices come from, which seems to be very common 
on all college campuses. Thoughtlessness, more concern for self rather than for others. Some residents do not 
see college as a transition from adolescence to adulthood, and therefore they do not make the transition very well, 
it takes them a lot longer to grow up than some other students. 

7. How do you think this could be fixed? 
I feel like Tech has done a lot, with the Alcohol EDU program that we require mandatory for all incoming freshmen. 
Since we have started this program three years ago, I have seen a deaeases in alcohol related problems 

8. How do you think fraternization could be encouraged In the dorm? 
Encourage students to get out of their comfort zone, encourage them to meet new people. Get them to see that 
they can learn from each other, to learn about different people and cultures. See that it is ok to be around people 
who are not cut out of the same cloth as they are. For some students it is their first opportunity to connect with 
people that aren't from their same back ground. And of course with that comes challenges. 

9. Do you feel that dining halls create a stronger since of unity within the hall? 
I would say yes, from my perspective, ifs a gathering place, and because so much of our history comes from the 
breaking of bread together. Students will come together to vent, mom, and celebrate, over a meal. It provides the 
opportunity for bonding on a floor because it can create a culture of eating together on a regular basis. 

10. What were some of the goals educationally with Murray Hall? 
We wanted to provide privacy as much as possible. So that residents could get away from roommates if they 
wanted to. We wanted to provide suite baths for privacy as well. As far as gathering spaces, we just wanted a 
few smaller spaces, no big Lobby like in some of the bu~dings. But we wanted to utilize space as best we could. 
For example, originally in Murray there was only going to be four person rooms available. However when the 
towers were added by the architect to balance out the fa~de, there were some wasted spaces that were not big 
enough for four people, so they were made into triple rooms. Which worked out well in the end because it pro
vided people with more options. 

11. What were some of the goals of the faclllty design with Murray Hall? 
With Murray we got with the contractor and architect and went on a two day brainstonn and we started calling it 
the "Texas Tech WOW". We wanted to learn from Carpenter/Wells, not necessarily just to improve on the bad 
points of Carpenter/Wells, but to also learn from the good aspects as well. We did decide that we wanted interior 
halls in stead of exterior like C/Wells has, and we wanted a haH staff within the building as well. 

12. What are some of the biggest Issues with maintenance in the bulldings? 
Age, the vast majority of the buildings at Tech are 40 years old or older, so pretty much every aspect of the build
ing is a maintenance concern. For example, Sneed and Bledsoe are still un-air-conditioned buildings. 

13. What are the hardest parts of the buildings to keep well maintained? Why? 
Bathrooms, because they are such a common space that all the residents use and they are also something that 

II needs to be cleaned most often. Behind that would be trash, and then carpet, just based on massive load of both 
trash on campus and the amount wear and tear on carpet. 
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14. What style of housing do you feel Is the easiest to maintain, In terms of the house keeping staff, the 
high rise complexes, traditional halls, or suite style living? 
It comes down to the amount of service offered. In Murray, the baths are only cleaned 3x a year, because of the 
suites. And in the traditional halls with community baths they are cleaned daily. Some dorms across the country 
offer to clean residents rooms once a month for them. It really just comes down to costs and the services that 
you want to be provided. 

15. Which do you feel Is better, built-In furniture, or movable furniture? 
By far, movable furniture, for the flexibility, to the users. Hom/Knapp and Bledsoe/Gordon/Sneed are all pre
ferred most by residents because they have the movable furniture and larger rooms. In the future we are looking 
at taking out the built in furniture. But we have learned that the ways that these rooms are shaped and set up it is 
hard to arrange them any other way than the way they are arranged with the built-ins. 

Mark McVay 
Unit Associate Director of Housing for Housing and Residence Life at TIU 

1. What are some of the most vandalized places In the residence halls on the Tech campus? 
Men's halls, Murdough, Weymouth in particular. Conidors. 

2. How do you think that this vandalism could be monitored more closely or eliminated? 
Possibly cameras but that compromises the residenfs privacy. Neighborhood watches, folks don't want to tum in 
their friends. 

3. What are some of the biggest Issues with maintenance In the buildings? 
By far plumbing, there is a sink in each room .. . over 3000 of them. 

4. What are the hardest parts of the buildings to keep well maintained? Why? 
To keep the drainage lines unstopped. Residents use the sink to wash dirty dishes, etc. and the drain lines are 
stacked upon each other causing messy overflows. 

5. Because there are so many residents on campus, trash is a large issue with each building, how Is 
the trash removed from each faclllty, and where Is it taken? 
Trash is collected and bagged and taken to lobby areas first thing each morning by custodians. We have ware
house workers that drive the campus in large trucks and move the trash from the lobby to outside dumpsters. 
Physical Plant has garbage trucks that empty the dumpsters and deliver to the city landfill. 

6. What style of housing do you feel Is the easiest to maintain, In terms of the house keeping staff, the 
high rise complexes, traditional halls with built-In furnlture,.or traditional halls with moveable furniture? 
Why? 
We only clean the rooms during the summers. Movable furniture is harder for custodians to move when waxing 
the floors. 

Ill 
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7. What complexes experience the most abuse from Its residents the high rise buildings or the tradl
tlonal style halls? 
High rises. Whenever you get mass numbers of residents in a tight area, the vandalism tends to 
inaease ... especially around weekends. 

8. Because the different styles of bulldlngs need different mechanlcal systems, which style of bulldlng 
and which mechanical system is the most easily maintained? 
The high rises are the easiest to maintain. They have cooling with individual reheat in each room for single room 
control. 

9. Which buildings on campus are the most energy efficient? 
The traditional halls wf no ale. We will install A/C in Bledsoe in 2008 .. the last building to get it. 

10. Which style of dining facility Is the most cost effective to the University? Sam's Places, Tradltlonal 
Dining Halls, or The Market? 
I think the traditional dining halls are the most economical but the students prefer the Market by far. 

11. Which style of building Is more cost efficient to build, traditional or high-rise? 
High rises are the most profitable but we will not build another one .... they have many other problems and resi
dents want more privacy. 

12. Which bulldlngs on campus run to smoothest In terms of maintenance and up-keep? 
Probably ~p. They are ordy 3 stories with minimal plumbing risers and are all female. 

13. I have noticed that in Hulen/Clement the trash chutes have been welded shut, do trash chutes create 
problems in the trash removal process? 
Yes, fires in trash chutes continue to be a large problem in Chit/Wey/Coleman. WE have installed deluge systems 
in them. 

14. What are some of the new features that were integrated Into Murray Hall that were absent from the 
already existing halls on campus? 
Single bedrooms, baths in the suites, full size refrigerator, ceiling fans, and living room with entertainment center. 

15. Now that Murray has been up and running for a year, is there anything that you can see now should 
have been different In Its design? 
Make a larger floor to floor height to assist in above ceiling systems. 

16. What is the best feature of Murray Hall In your opinion? 
Private rooms and baths. 

17. What Is Murray Halls worst feature? 
Hard to make futlJ'e renovations. 
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18. What are some good features that some of the older dorms offer that Murray Hall does not? 
No carpet in Bedrooms. Students like the carpet in Murray but will be a headache to replace 10 years from 
now. 

19. If there was one way that you could up-date some of the older halls on campus what would It be? 
Remove built in furniture and add private baths. 

20. If a new hall was to be built on the Tech campus, what would you say are the five main features 
that are absolutely necessary for that building to be successful In terms of its cost effectiveness and 
Its ability to make Its residents feel at home? 
Floor plans like Murray but residential construction techniques .... that way when the building is falling apart 
and outdated in 30 years we can tear it down and rebuild it for a fraction of the cost of 100 year building con
struction methods. 

Hannah Foust- Hulen/Clement Hall. TTU 
Housing and Residence Life Graduate Hall Coordinator 
Has lived in a total of five residence halls over the past seven years Hannah 
BA in Biology and Anthropology 
Masters Degree in Higher Education 
RA for three years 
Has lived in Co-Ed, High Rise, and Traditional complexes 

1. From an educational stand point, what are some features that are absolutely necessary for hous
ing? 
One large central meeting space for hall wide programs is important. Some form of student study lounge 
available on each floor is also very important. 

2. What are some features that are nice bonuses? 
Some type of food service is nice, like a pubic kitchen that the whole hall can use, or a dining hall of some 
sort. Spaces that are used for social interaction apart from study areas, such as and area with a foosball 
table or pool table, or a TV lounge. 

3. Do you feel that dorms with community baths are more successful socially to residents? 
Yes, there is a tremendous social difference between suits and community baths. Suits are better for upper 
classmen than for underclassmen. Although having to share a bathroom with the rest of the floor may seem 
like an invasion of privacy, it creates a whole new level of interaction. As a trend, students aren't good at 
face to face interaction, they are better with facebook, text messages, and cell phones, so forcing them to be 
face to face helps them to come out of their shell. 

4. What do you think Is the maximum number of residents there should be per room? 
Double room is probably the best option. In my own personal experience, when you have three residents per 

v 
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room, if there is ever a conflict there is a tendency for them to gang-up two against one. With four residents it just 
creates more chance of conflict; the more people sharing a space the more opportunity for a conflict to arise. 
Single rooms are generally not good for undergrad students b/c that cuts down on a lot of interaction time and 
learning how to compromise with others; their social skills are depleted compared those who have had that room
mate experience. 

5. Do you feel that suites like In Murray Hall are harder or easier to create a social atmosphere? 
From what I have heard from the staff in Murray Hall, it is harder to create social atmosphere there b/c they are all 
upper classmen and by then they have already established themselves in the university community. They do not 
necessarily want that livingnearning community. Regardless, of classification, if they have everything they need, 
bedroom, bathroom, kitchen and living area, it is hard to get them out of that space and introduce them to new 
things and new people. 

6. Do you feel that rooms with built-In furniture are more practical than rooms with moveable furniture? 
No, I prefer movable furniture to built-in furniture because it allows each student to arrange their room for what is 
best suited for them. There is also the opportunity to loft or bunk beds in the rooms which makes the room seem 
a lot bigger to the users. 

7. What are some features that you think would Improve Hulen/Clement? 
I would like to have study lounges for each floor, for obvious academic purposes. It would also create better pro
gramming spaces for each floor, rather than having to meet as a floor out in the hallway. I would also like to see 
kitchens in each building instead of just one for the whole complex. More laundry facilities, in a school I was at 
previously, we had smaller more spread out facilities throughout the building, we called them satellite laundry 
facilities. But I would still keep the large laundry room in the basements as well as adding these new ones. 

8. What do you feel is the main reason for behavioral disturbances in the dorm? 
On certain floors it is easier to get a:-11ay with things, if you are isolated away from the RA it is easier to fly under 
the radar. In that same respect, study lounges can be an issue because they are isolated, they can be used to 
throw a party if they are not kept under adequate surveinance. 

9. How do you think this could be fixed? 
More cameras, would help with that It is hard to regulate residents behavior with facilities, it really depends more 
on the staff and their ability to remain the law enforcement for the building. Swipe access helps also in keeping 
residents where they are suppose to be. 

10. How do you think fraternization could be encouraged in the dorm? 
Here we have really long hails that are just doors, this can make it harder to get to know your neighbors. I have 
seen some buildings that have more dustered rooms that face eat other, ex: 5-10 rooms around a small lounge 
area. The large lobby space, like I mentioned earlier for the whole building, also helps a lot with getting residents 
out of their rooms and gathering in a central area. 

11. Do you feel that dining halls create a stronger since of unity within the hall? 
VI Yes, the long tables encourages people to sit together, and it adds to the sense that this is your home, because 
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you can cover all basic needs in one building, plus it is also just an added convenience. 

12. As a former resident In several dormitories, what would you say were some of the best features that 
they had? 
The Hulen/Clement lobby is probably the best feature at this school, at my last school, each floor had its own floor 
study lounge in a high rise building. 

13. As a former resident In several dormitories, what would you say were some of the worst features that 
they had? 
Any physical feature that is in a state of disrepair is a bad feature. The HVAC system and trash rooms are the 
easiest to fall into bad condition. If something is in bad shape, students have more of a tendency to respect it less 
and take less care of it. 

14. What would you say are some of the worst features of Hulen/Clement? 
The trash rooms are messy and unorganized, particularly on the first floor. I would like to see some type of recy
cling program go into action here. The first floor layout is also messy to me because the short hall is so isolated 
and is just sort of lost over there by itself. 

15. Do you think Trash chutes would Improve on the trash problem? 
Trash will always be a problem because of the large number of people in a small space. There is always the risk 
of people abusing the trash chutes, such as putting thing in it that are too small, or lighting things on fire and 
throwing them down it. It depends a lot on the maintenance staff and their ability to cope with whatever trash 
system is used. 

16. What Is the best feature of Hulen/Clement? 
Once again the lobby is a really great feature of this building because it provides a nice central, multi-purpose 
space. 

I would also like to just make a note that high rise complexes have a completely different atmosphere from tradi
tional halls. They also have a great difference between maintenance issues. 

Shruti Desai 
Residence Life Coordinator for Weymouth 
Graduate Hall Coordinator for 2 years 
One year as RLC at Texas Tech 
BA in psychology 
MA Education and College Student affairs Admin 
Has worked in many, and still does work in High-rise style residence halls 

1. From an educational stand point, what are some features that are absolutely necessary for housing? 
You need a 24 hour front desk 
you need and academic center of some sort VII 
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pro staff offices 
laundry facilities 
HVAC 
furniture 
ADA accessibility 

2. What are some features that are nice bonuses? 
Fire code 
heat sensors and smoke detectors 
academic success center 
some area to eat, even if it is just a snack bar 
adjustable heaUcooling for each room 
moveable furniture, because built-in furniture is just not good 
Some type of gym area would be nice 
meeting spaces 
good plumbing 
security cameras and some sort of door security and 
mail area 
smokers area outside or in 

3. Do you feel that dorms with community baths are more successful socially to residents? 
No, not necessarily, I think that people with suite style baths will still come out of their rooms, especially first year 
students, they are likely to come out of their rooms anyway. With suite style baths there are less issues on the 
floor as a whole. 

4. What do you think the maximum number of residents there should be per room? 
I have seen it done with four, and I think ~works fine, as long as it is a large room. But four would need to be the 
maximum. 
5. Do you feel that rooms like In Murray Hall are harder or easier to create a social atmosphere? 
I think it is harder to get information out because the bathroom is a good way to spread infonnation through post
ing signs. If there is a communey bath, everyone will see it and it is central to the floor. But with the use of lobbies 
signs can also be posted and infonnation sent out. 

6. What are some features that you think would Improve Chitwood/Weymouth? 
The way that our floors are set up in the H style is not conducive to the C/1\s because it separates the floor in half 
and our buHding is not very ADA accessible. The hallways are not wide enough, the study areas are too spread 
out, the plumbing is bad, if there is every any type of fire, smoke goes to 12th floor and causes problems up there. 
Our bathrooms are too small and we have too few showers. If we had the abiley to open windows the windows it 
would be good also because it give the opportuney for fresh air, and temperature control. 

7. What do you feel is the main reason for behavioral disturbances In the dorm? 
The facility structure. When I worked at Georgia, I was also in a high-rise, the building had a central elevator with 
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4 wings coming off of it, and each wing had its own CA Whereas here there should be a CA on each side of 
the hall. Also, when little things aren't kept up people are more likely to destroy them than when they are 
kept nice. 

8. How do you think this could be fixed? 
More staff would help a lot, putting more money into facilities would also help. Sometimes we let our stu
dents get away with a lot here. 

9. How do you think fraternization could be encouraged in the dorm? 
If we had a pool table and ping pong area, a lounge area, lV rooms, central elevator lobbies that would be 
great. Central study lounges help a lot also. Freshman interest groups help, learning communities, because 
it is a common aspect for them. 

10. Do you feel that dining halls create a stronger since of unity within the hall? 
I don't know if it has to be in the hall, if there is a centrally located one for several halls it could work as well. 

11. As a former resident in several dormitories, what would you say were some of the best features 
that they had? 
The building that I lived in that had the best community was a building that consisted of wings connected by a 
lobby and a basement. There was only like 250 people that lived there, there was also a fenced in back yard 
which was really cool and utilized a lot. It was suite style, and each floor had a study lounge. There were 
lots of central areas where people would hang out. 

12. As a former resident In several dormitories, what would you say were some of the worst features 
that they had? 
I think here I hate that it is set up like an H, I don't think the space is used well. The trash rooms sit just 
empty and they aren't used. There aren't enough central reading spots or study areas for the whole building. 
Wireless internet would be good too. In Georgia we had wireless internet on a lawn so that you could go do 
work outside as well as inside. 

13. How do you feel about trash chutes In this building? 
I hate the trash chutes here, we have had 2 trash chute fires this year. They aren't big enough and every 
weekend they get clogged. In a school I was at previously they were locked from 11 pm to 7 am and there 
were never any fires or problems. However, with this many people and being a high-rise building, I don't 
know any other method of trash removal that would work as well. 

14. What Is the best feature of Chitwood/Weymouth? 
It is very cost effective. I think here, because we are first year success, it is easy to reach a lot of people at 
one time. First year students get to know a lot more people because there are so many people in the build
ing. If a campus doesn't have a lot of room they will usually build a high-rise. 

15. Do you prefer built-in or movable furniture? 
Movable furniture, I just think students can't call the room their own if the furniture is already placed for them. 
I also don't like the tile or carpet in the rooms. I wish that they all had wood flooring. 

IX 
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Angela Forney 
RLC for 4 years at TIU 
RA for 2 years dorm 
CA for 2 years in On Campus Apartments 
Graduate Hall Coordinator for 1 year 
BS in Business Information Technology 
MA in Student Affairs Administration in Higher Education 

1. From an educational stand point, what are some features that are absolutely necessary for housing? 
Study lounge, furniture, different types of furniture, specifically desks in residences rooms, tables and chairs. 
What would be most beneficial for some students are the individual study carols like in the library. But also some 
people would rather spread out at a table. Good lighting. Lounge put in a place where students wouldn't really 
congregate around that area to distract those that are studying, no TV in the study area, close to academic build
ings too. 

2. What are some features that are nice bonuses? 
Air conditioning, in the North you can only have it if you have a doctors note' individual rooms, suite style living, 
ceiling fans; couches, movable furniture at some schools. New residence halls are also nice because many 
schools don't have any new buildings to live in. Bevators, because in some places ADA has to be on 1st floor 
because there are no elevators. Dining halls located within the residence hall. Having the option of a dining hall. 
Pari<ing, not all halls allow you to park where you live, they make you park according to seniority. Entertainment 
type things, pool tables, other social things. 

3. Do you feef that donns with community baths are more successful socially to residents? 
Yes, very much so. 

4. What do you think the maximum number of residents there should be per room? 
In my previous school they had triple and quad rooms, and they were very popular, everyone loved them and they 
were the first ones to go. I don't know if you really want to have 4 people in a room, but it is a good option, 2-4 
people. A triple should be an option, but not the only option because sometimes people get left out in triples. 

5. Do you feef that rooms like in Murray Hall are harder or easier to create a social atmosphere with in 
the building? 
Wrth suite style like we have it is hard to build community in hall, but it is easy to build in that room. There are 
some hallways that are like that but that is because the RA did a lot of work on that hall. 

6. What are some features that you think would improve Murray? 
In keeping it a suite style like it already is, I don't like that its an H, more like an 0 would be better, to create a 
more central courtyard feel, the H really breaks up everything. Minimize stairwells, so that interaction is more con
densed, if the stair wells were closer to the RA's rooms interactions would be easier for them. I would also add 
more study area space, there are only 2 on 1st floor, and 2 up stairs and those are right next to laundry so they 
can get loud. Because it is upperclassmen, I would make their closets a little bit bigger. Consistent ceiling height, 

X 1st floor is 10-12' ceilings and 2nd floor is 8' and 3rd is 7.5'and then 4th is 14' ceilings. A little more office space 
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whether for complex council or for larger staff and staff meetings. More trash rooms per floor, we only have 
about 1 trash room per160 students. Basement, for more storage, or put mechanical room in basement, or trash 
chute to basement. I don't want delivery people right next to residents room. Bigger mail room. Some of the inte
rior choices they made I would have made differenHy, more realistic furniture for student use. Bigger lobby, ours is 
not big enough for events for the whole building. 

7. What do you feel Is the main reason for behavioral disturbances In the dorm? 
Vandalism is one of the biggest thing. There is a part where you can walk out onto 2nd floor roof from 3rd floor 
rooms because the window stoppers can come out, I would have made the window stoppers permanent. Here 
bullying happens more because there are more people per room, so there is more roommate conflict here be
cause they can get away from each other in their own room, so the anger will just build and build and not get re
solved. 

8. How do you think this could be fixed? 
Cameras, but it is hard to say because they infringe on residents privacy, what I think is rather than have cameras 
have community billing, where if there is vandalism on a hall, the whole hall pays for it. Peer pressure in that 
sense would help a lot of things. I would put that over cameras any day. 

9. How do you think fraternization could be encouraged In the dorm? 
A lot has to do with the RA's and the staff, it has a lot to do with room reservation system. If the hall directors 
were the ones to put people together based on a personality survey, roommates would be more likely to be 
matched better, plus, the director would know who to watch out for potential problems from the start. 

10. As a former resident In several dormitories, what would you say were some of the best features that 
they had? 
A good community bath, in my undergrad building we had a large bathroom with a long vanity and mirrors that 
faced each other. We didn't have sinks in our rooms so we had to all get ready together in the morning, and 
when we were going out at night, it really created a strong sense of community, because everyone used the bath
room, so you got to see everyone. (See Figure ). 

11 . As a former resident In several dormitories, what would you say were some of the worst features that 
they had? 
Common room/space carpeting; sinks in individual rooms; not having a large lobby area to congregate in, win
dows that didn't open, being unable to "loft" a bed, with the purchase your own loft for you room. I personally pre
ferred having "brick walls" verses drywall walls ... while it wasn't as physically attractive as drywall, it helped a lot 
with noise issues 

12. Do you think Trash chutes would Improve on the trash problem? 
Yes 

XI 
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Cortney Curran 
Assistant Director of Student Activities 
Lived in Student Housing for total of 3 years 
RA for 1 year 

1. From an educational stand point, what are some features that are absolutely necessary for housing? 
A place for students to study in a group during the late night hours. Free internet access is also a necessity for 
housing for students to complete their web classes or to do online work. 

2. What are some features that are nice bonuses? 
A comfortable lounge for relaxing and hanging out would be nice. The residence halls should feel like home for 
these students who are living away from home, most of them for the first time in their lives. 

3. Do you feel that donns with community baths are more successful socially to residents? 
They can be. There might be friendships built in the bathroom that may have never been built otherwise in other 
settings. 

4. What do you think the maximum number of residents there should be per room? 
2 

5. What types of spaces do you feel are needed at TVCC to promote a more social atmosphere? 
Common areas with no co-ed curfew. 

6. What are some features that you think would improve the existing living conditions at TVCC? 
Painting the rooms every couple of years, making the common areas more like home (lighting, seating, things on 
the walls, softer floors). 

7. What would you say are some of the worst features of the existing living conditions at TVCC? 
The girls' have to share a small closet for two of them. The bathrooms are not kept clean by maintenance as they 
would be in a community bathroom. The ale and heating units are either on or off. There is no adjusting within 
each room. 

8. What do you feel is the main reason for behavioral disturbances In the dorm? 
There are no consequences for misbehavior. 

9. How do you think this could be fixed? 
Hold students accountable for their actions and stop letting them sucker their way back into the donns after disci
plinary action has been taken. 

10. Do you feel that another dining hall or some type of eating facility is needed at TVCC? If so what type 
would be better, a traditional dining hall, or one that has more grab-n-go type food options? 
I don't feel that another eating facility is needed. The students barely eat at the places that are already here. 
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11. As a former resident in several dormitories, what would you say were some of the best features that 
they had? 
Location. They forced me to meet new people. Always hot water. Game day parking. Campus involvement was 
higher when I lived on campus. 

12. As a former resident in several dormitories, what would you say were some of the worst features that 
they had? 
Immovable furniture and noise problems with the "neighbors". 

13. Does trash removal pose a major concern in the residence halls at TVCC? If so, how do you think 
these problems could be fixed? 
I don't know if trash removal is a problem or not. I don't see that side of TVCC housing. 

14. What do you think Is the best aspect of llvlng on campus at TVCC? 
The students who live on campus are more "in the know" about what is happening on campus and most of the 
activities are geared towards them. 

Garett Hopper 
RA in Hulen/Clement 
Lived on campus for 3 years 
Architecture Major 
Lived in all male dorm and co-ed 

1. What Is your favorite aspect of llving in the dorms? 
Its on campus and are five minutes away from class. 

2. What is your least favorite aspect of living in the dorms? 

STUDENT INTERVIEWS 

I don't like the community bathrooms. And our floor doesn't have any gathering space for programming or juts 
hanging out, like a living room area. 

3. Do you feel that having a roommate is an important social tool for underclassmen? 
I think it depends, some people just don't get along with other people, and some people just need other people to 
bring them out of their shell. 

4. Would you prefer to have community baths or a suite? 
Suite style baths, because less people use it, so you feel more comfortable using it, it is more private. 

5. Do you think that bullt-in furniture is more practical that having movable furniture? 
Movable furniture is better because it gives people a chance to personalize their space and by doing so makes 
them more comfortable in their space. 
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6. What do you feel Is an Important soclal aspect of dorm llfe? 
I feel that floor bonds should be strong, so the building should be designed to help build those floor relationships 
and make them stronger, through the use of some type of floor meeting room, or lounge. 

7. What do you feel should be the maximum number of residents per room? 
I fee like four is a good number for males, but probably less for females. Four is a good number to live with any
where, even in a house. That would be the absolute maximum because the more people that you have, the more 
opportunity for differing opinions and then arguments and fights. 

8. What style of dining option would you most prefer: a tradltlonal dining hall, Sam's place, or lndl
vldual kitchens? 
Traditional dining halls, because Sam's place does not have as large of a food selection as the traditional halls. 
The traditional halls have broader selection of food, and they usually have healthier choices. It also allows for 
more social interaction between residents because they are able to sit together to eat. 

9. Do you feel that outdoor spaces would be utlllzed If they were more readlly avallable? 
If the spaces were kept nice, and maintained with useful equipment such as BBQ pits, or even just nicer seating, 
they would be utilized more. 

10. If there was on thing In H/C that you could change or add what would It be? 
I would have the built in furniture removed, so that residents don't feel like they are in a prison, but instead they 
are free to express themselves and make it their room. 

Liz Ulliman 
RA in Stangle/Murdough 
Lived on campus for 4 years 
Ecology Major 
Has lived in three different dorms at TIU 
lived in all female dorm 

1. What Is your favorite aspect of living In the dorms? 
Convince, being close to class at all times 

2. What Is your least favorite aspect of living In the dorms? 
Not having my own bathroom 

3. Do you feel that having a roommate Is an Important social tool for underclassmen? 
Yes, it forces residents to learn how to deal wtth each other on a one on one level. It can also teach some of the 
more timid residents to stick up for themselves and learn how to be assertive. 

4. Would you prefer to have community baths or a suite bath? 
XIV Communtty baths, because it encourages interaction among the residents. 
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5. Do you think that built in furniture Is more practical that having movable furniture? 
I have lived in both styles of rooms here at Tech, and in my opinion the movable furniture is better because there 
is the opportunity to make your room a lot bigger by the way that it is arranged. 

6. What do you feel is an important social aspect of dorm life? 
The ability for residents to get out of their rooms and be able to interact and socialize with the other residents on 
their floor. If there is not an easy, inviting way to do that then residents will not get out of their rooms, and will not 
become as social as they would were there more available places to do it. 

7. What do you feel should be the maximum number of residents per room? 
Two, any more than two just creates a large potential for disaster. 

8. What style of dining option do you think is most preferred: a traditional dining hall, Sam's place, or 
individual kitchens? 
Traditional dining halls, because it is easy to eat at in a hurry, because the food is already prepared for you, and it 
also give you much healthier meal choices than the Sam's places do. 

9. Do you feel that outdoor spaces would be utilized if they were more readily available? 
Yes, if they existed and were kept nice I would defiantly use it. I would prefer to have an out door area that I 
could use as "me• time, an area where I could be secluded for a while. 

10. If there was on thing In Stangle/Murdough that you could change or add what would It be? 
More windows and natural light, to provide for better study quality. Also more study spaces, that are nothing but 
peace, quiet and tables. 

Adam Reed 
Lived on Campus for two years in Hulen/ Clement 
Lived in all-male dorm 
Architecture Major 

1. What Is your favorite aspect of living in the dorms? 
It was close to the architecture building, the convince of being close to class was always a plus. 

2. What is your least favorite aspect of living in the dorms? 
The community bath was annoying because they were not kept that clean, and it lacked of privacy. 

3. Do you feel that having a roommate is an important social tool for underclassmen? 
Yeah, it teaches you how to deal with people who are not necessarily like you. My roommate was from Egypt, so 
we came from very different back grounds. And it also helps you make friends in a new atmosphere, where it 
could potentially be hard to meet people. 

xv 
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4. Would you prefer to have community baths or a suite bath? 
They both have positives and negatives. With a community bath, they are cleaned for you, and with suite baths 
you have to clean them yourself. But I think that I would prefer to have suite baths, for the privacy that they pro
vide. 

5. Do you think that built In furniture Is more practical that having movable furniture? 
Moveable furniture is better, because I always wanted to be able to move my furniture and customize my room. 
My second year I had a single room, so I put my two beds together to make one huge king sized bed in the middle 
of the room. 

6. What do you feel Is an Important social aspect of donn life? 
Because I was in the ADLC it was easy to meet other people in my major. But then it was easy to meet people 
outside of my major in the dinning hall. It was nice because I could go down to the dining hall and meet people 
who I wouldn't normally meet, and then go back up to my room on the ADLC and hang out with the people that I 
knew. 

7. What do you feel should be the maximum number of residents per room? 
Three is the absolute maximum for males, and only two for females. I think that girts have a tendency to gang-up 
on each other more, so with three girts it would be easy for two of them to gang-up on the other one. With guys it 
seems better to have more roommates because it creates stronger ties between more people. But guys can also 
work well with two. But I do not think that girts should ever live in groups of three. 

8. What style of dining option would you most prefer: a traditional dining hall, Sam's place, or indl· 
vidual kitchens? 
I prefer the dinning hall over Sam's place, because it has a much larger variety of food, where as the Sam's places 
always has the same food choices everyday. Also the dining hall food is usually more healthy. I don't ttink that 
kitchens on each floor would be used very much because, most people don't really have time to cook. It would be 
cool if the building had both a Sam's place and a traditional dinning hall. That way if you did just need to grab 
something on you- way out of the door you could, but if you wanted to sit down and eat a more home-style meal 
you sill could. 

9. Do you feel that outdoor spaces would be utilized If they were more readily available? 
Yeah, there seemed to be a lot of outdoor spaces, in the back of the building, but they were not kept up very well, 
or ever used. It would have been nice if there was some sort of outdoor spaces that were tied into the indoor 
spaces in some way, and were maintained. I think that if this was done they would be used more. 

10. If there was on thing In H/C that you could change or add what would It be? 
I would add a recyding program to the building. Because when you have that many people, there is a lot of trash 
to deal with. If the trash was instead recyded it would help out the environment a lot. I mean, how many alumi· 
num cans and water bottles are thrown out of there everyday, a ton. This would be something that could start 
people recyding now, so that when they are off campuse they can keep the habit and help the environment far 
into the future. 



Meredith Peek 
Lived on TVCC campus for 2 years 
Lived in suite style residence hall 
Name of dorm lived in South Hall 

1. What was your favorite aspect of living In the dorms? 
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I loved the fact that I was so close to everything that happened on campus. 

2. What Is your least favorite aspect of living In the dorms? 
The rooms were so small and had not place for storage. 

3. Do you feel that having a roommate is an important social tool for underclassmen? 
I feel that having a roommate is highly important because it allows you to have someone when you know no 
one else. They provide you the feeling of security in an unknown place. 

4. Would you prefer to have community baths or a suite bath? 
I definitely prefer a suite style bath because it was a clean as you kept it and you knew exactly who was in 
there. It just makes me feel cleaner and more comfortable. Dirty bathrooms disgust me. 

5. Do you think that built In furniture Is more practical that having movable furniture? 
We had movable furniture and I loved that aspect because it allowed you to change it around when you got 
bored with how it looked. That also allows you to add your personality a little more with how you arranged 
your room. The two things that were built in was a shelf and it seemed to be in the way more than being 
helpful for storage and a vanity area with a mirror and a sink with storage underneath. I really loved having 
the sink in the room because it was easier when trying to get ready to have that right there and you only had 
to share with one other instead of three others. 

6. What do you feel is an Important social aspect of dorm life? 
It forces you get to know people and connect with them. It gives students opportuntties to step out of their 
comfort zone and befriend others in their dorm. 

7. What do you feel should be the maximum number of residents per room? 
I feel that there is no way to get more than two in a room, especially with girls. Three is a crowd and four 
would be too many. 

8. What style of dining option would you most prefer: a traditional dining hall, Sam's place, or 
lndlvldual kitchens? 
I really enjoyed the traditional dining hall because tt also forces you to meet others living on campus. 
It was more convenient. 

9. Do you feel that outdoor spaces would be utilized If they were more readily available? 
I feel that if there was somewhere to go and sit it would be utilized often. We had one bench that was just 
stuck in the walk area. If there was a space that was designed just for sitting and working it would be more XVI I 
beneficial and highly utilized. 
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10. If there was on thing In dorms that you could have change or add what would It be? 
I would have added a larger closet. It was extremely too small for two girls to share. 

XVIII 
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