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"Architecture is a process of giving form and pattern 
to the social life of the community. Architecture is not 
an individual act performed by an artist-architect and 
charged with his emotions. Building is a collective 
action." 

- Hannes Meyer, director of Bauhaus 1928- 1930 

The homeless are the social outcast of society. There 
isn't many that would care for them or try to help 
them. There are the few that do, goodwill, salvation 
army, but the numbers are rising and the funding is 
dropping. I've watched as people walk around a urban 
area and brush of these people as if they were noth
ing. They don't look in the doorways where these 
people are huddled to sleep or under overhangs to 
stay dry. These people are lost in themselves. They 
have problems or issues that they don't know how to 
deal with them. 

Homelessness isn't an American phenomena, it's a 
world problem. No city is free from this growing prob
lem. In Spain they are called "persona sin hogar" 
meaning a person without a home. In Germany they 
are called "obdachlos" meaning without a roof above. 
In French they are called "sans domicile fixe" meaning 
without a fixed domicile. What the US has in common 
is that people will walk by them. They ask use for help 
every day with a sign on the side of a highway or a 
hand out as you walk past, but many just keep on 
going. 



These people have lost part of themselves, part of 
their life. The question is how we help these people. 
Architecture can be the first step. It is finding them a 
place that they feel comfortable will living. It is finding 
a starting place to make a change. These people need 
to find the hope, the life, and the part of themselves 
that has been lost. 
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Architecture can be flexible to adapt to the needs of 
the users, the freedom to form to those needs by 
working with spatial orientation and forms to influence 
a change in identity. Architecture can be used to 
arrange and coordinate the different elements needed 
to influences these changes. 

faCili-tY S-ta-tement 
The facility type use to develop the theories would be 
a transitional homeless shelter. It would work with a 
group of people that traditionally society has shunned 
and discarded. A transitional homeless shelter allows 
residents to live at the shelter for an extend period of 
time. 

con-tex-t S-ta-temen-t: 
The site is within the newly developed area of the old 
Mueller airport. The area is a development of mixed 
income community. There wil l be a variety of different 
amenities and services that that will be located around 
the site. 

scope Of -the 'Project 
This project is to give a helping hand to the people in 
need in the Austin area. It will provide the necessary 
tools and aid to make a change in their life. The project 
should provide a place where they can receive this aid 
and tools to make the change. 



If the facts don't fit the theory, change the 
facts. 

rv Albert Einstein 

Mantra 

My country's name is apathy 
My Land is smeared with shame 
My sightscape moves its homeless hordes 
through welfare's turgid flames 
The search goes on for rooms and warmth 
some closet hooks, a drawer 
A hot plate, just for one's own soup
What liberty is for 
Some garments new or even clean 
A mirror, a comb, a shelf 
A piece of safety, maybe books 
A place to be one's self 
Come flower pots, taped photographs 
A supper shared with friends ... 
Are these demands or merely rights? 
The road where living bends. 

MKW Ill 
(a homeless poet) 



Introduction: 
Everyone is different. This is a know fact. People see 
things differently then others would. The way people 
interact can be controlled in partial by architecture. A 
small enclosed space will act differently than a giant 
open room. Architecture can be used as a tool to cre
ate experiences through buildings, interactions, and 
places of need. Architecture can be used as a re
sponse coordinator. It can control people's responses 
by using design issues. 

In order to develop the need to be flexible to adapt to 
the needs of the users, architecture must be broken 
down into parts. It has to be dichotomize. The use of 
public spaces vs. private will play a role in how flexible. 
a building can be. When there is a freedom to form, 
the building will adjust its spatial orientation to 
change. Then using coordination to gather these parts 
together it will influence that change. 



flexibility: 
Flexiblity means being able to change. It also means 
willing to change. Architecture can be viewed as 
something stiff and unchangeable. Architects can or
ganize the systems that are needed to achieve the de
sired goals. The problem is many of these goals are 
short term and don't plan into the future. This was the 
problem with homeless shelter during the 1950's and 
1960's. They were being sold off. This cause for a re
evaluation of "what makes a successful building."2 

The buildings were to rigid and they couldn't be 
changed to fit the current issues. 

"The transformable home is a contradiction in 
terms- it is a destabilised place, and therefore 
not a place. Instead it is a physical extension of 
destabilised identity as manipulated by fashion, 
products, images and information (chosen im
positions) as well as memory and daily life 
(personal and transcendent). Those fortunate 
enough to be able to enjoy this 'ferociously 
Darwinian' envronment and to subordinate 
technology, or who passively assume its neces
sity, can buy into an ever changing existence." 3 

What causes changes in style are dictated by fashion, 
products, images and information. Buildings need to 
be able to change to fit the demands that are put 
forth. 

2 Gall ie, James. "Transformable architecture for the homeless 
." Architectural design 70, no. 4 (2000): 34-39. 

2 



Public vs. Private: 
The mixed of private and public spaces can be a ridge 
line to work with. Public space is anyone's space. It 
has the freedom to change, evolve, and meet the 
needs of the current users. It adapts over time to the 
different types of people that use it. It will change to 
what is needed. Private space is more rigid and less 
flexible. It has a set function that is hard to change. It 
doesn't have the ability to change and become any
thing more than it's original purpose. Many of these 
spaces are designed to be inflexible and can make 
them unusable over the course of time. 

This is the great divide between public and private. 
Private has to take on many of the objectives that 
public spaces work for. When private spaces are de
signed with more openness and adaptabil ity then it 
can evolve over to time to the different users. It will 
become more like a public space with a private feel. 



freedotn to fortn: 
Architecture can be broken down into individual forms. 
Each piece can be understood clearly and made easier 
to relate to. It is part of an everyday life. When the 
forms are broken down, each piece takes its own 
meaning and life. 

"Usually it is easier to perceive a thing when we 
know something about it beforehand. We see 
what is familiar and disregard the rest. That is 
to say we recreate the observed into something 
intimate and comprehensible. This act of rec
reation is often carried out by the identifying 
ourselves with the object by imagining our
selves in its stead." 1 

The first step is understanding. With understanding 
each form, and then freedom comes, the freedom to 
move and play with each. Then having the abi lity to 
mold or form them into the necessary roles to become 
flexible. Next would after understanding is being able 
to put the different forms together and achieve the 
desired effect. When having the joining the forms, this 
will open the freedom in each part. 



Influence in Design: 
Architecture has the ability to influence almost any 
feeling. It can make its users feel uplifted, down, 
small, big. It has to ability to influence the mood or 
feeling in any space. This is done by manipulating the 
design. 

Architecture is a living being. It has the ability to hide 
in an alleyway or take the main stage on a crowded 
street. It can come alive with every user. Each user 
will experience it differently. Architecture can coordi
nate each of the feeling using different tools to 
achieve this. It is the users that ultimately provides 
meaning and gives the building the qualities of life. 



conc1usion: 
Architecture can't be summed up into a simple word 
or phrase. It is continually shifting and changing . It 
has to have the capacity to transform into the needs 
of the current generation. It will develop into some
thing greater if it has a secure base. Every building 
needs to be built with change in mind. Cit ies change. 
Towns change. Architecture needs to be built with 
these changes in mind so that it can move with them 
and adapt. With out this ability, buildings become dis
posable. "Architecture reflects social attitudes, aspira
tions, and values. "3 



Sensory Experience: 

The user must connect with the facility in order to get 
the most out of it. If they feel detached from it then it 
won't succeed. Architecture should support the inter
action between itself and the users. There must be 
different levels of connect with different senses such 
as feeling, visual, psychological, and audible elements. 
This will maximize the users' sensory experience. 
There also needs to be a connection between each 
sense. This will create harmony. 

Design Response: 

The design should use different forms of each sense 
such as light, forms and color. This will help with con
necting the users and providing the sensory experi
ence. The use of different textures, materials, and col
ors will bring it out. Also having place where the users 
can take in everything will also encourage their experi
ence. First the users would start with elements that 
would draw them in, then different elements that 
would keep them and develop their experience. Each 
major element would need to act differently to give 
the desired effect. This will allow the users to be en
gaged on a different level when the move throughout 
the facility. 



Engagement Of the user: 

It will be through sensory experiences that wi ll engage 
the user in the facility. Since everyone behaves differ
ently, each will take a different away from the faci lity. 
Each would engage a different group of people. Each 
would evoke a different emotion. There must be dif
ferent levels of engagement to keep the user inter
ested at all levels. There should be a variety of ways 
to engage the user. 

Design Response: 

Visual element should become the backbone for en
gaging the user. It can act differently for everyone. 
The uses of different spaces need to have the ability 
to act the way the users wants to further their en
gagement with the facility. There should be a variety 
of different spaces that will behave differently to keep 
the user connected. Even with all these different parts 
acting and behaving in their own way, each should 
work together to create consistency within the com
plex. 



Spatial connections: 

Each space needs to flow into the next. Each space 
needs to work fluidly with the rest of the facility. This 
will generate a feel that wi ll impact both their sensory 
experience and it will help engage the user. If one 
space is static with the rest, then this wi ll create a 
sense of discord through out the complex. The spaces 
don't necessarily need a visual connection but just a 
basic connection between each piece. 

Design Response: 

Spatial connections should be considered in the layout 
of the facility. The use of large open hallways wi ll 
work with keep a flow of the complex. The layout 
needs to be kept simple to keep with each connection. 
Each part needs to have a link to the main areas of 
the complex. This will help foster those spatial connec
tions. 



Guggenheim Museum 
Bilbao: 
Frank Gehry 
Bilbao, Spain 
!997 

The Guggenheim did a lot for architec
ture. It changed how we experience a 
building. This building almost on sen
sory overload. It has flowing forms, a 
mixed use of textures, materials and 
light. The building's elements work to
gether to form a masterpiece that ri
vals the artwork that it houses. 

This project is a great example of both 
sensory experience and engaging the 

users. The building com
---...,..,,..- mands the attention of 

it 's users through materi
als, forms, and the lay
out. It keeps each part 
balanced to make the 
user feel different in each 
part of t he building. 
Each part offers a differ
ent experience from the 
rest. 



Potnpidou center: 
Richard Rogers 
Paris, France 
1977 

~The Pompidou Center change 
architecture. The building has 
been stripped away to the 
skeleton to have only essential 
elements. There is no "delight" 
on this building. It is purely 

~..-..,.P!~ " firmness". The building was
n't recognized at first. Later it 
became an attraction of pure 
modernization. 

The Pompidou Center is an excel
lent example with working on con
nections. It uses colors and mate
rials to connect the building parts. 

:The link between each space and 
the materials are what makes this 

"181~il:Z!.ll M~Hi building unique. The use of the 
structure and duck work made the 
building stand out around it's sur
roundings. 



Jewish Museum: 
Daniel Liebeskind 
Berlin, Germany 
2001 

The Jewish Museum is ar
chitecture gone wild. It 
doesn't fit any functional 
ideals yet it uses spaces to 

F~~~l'WI!•• tell the story of the Berlin 
Jews. The museum is very 
different and works hard 
to portray the story it's 
contents. The story starts 
with the entrance and 
flows through out the 
building. 

The Museum works through sen
sory experiences to challenge it' 
users. It works with light, size of 
rooms and hallways, materials to 
convey this. There is a space that 
makes you feel hopeless. There is 
a garden that will confuse you. It 
works through these elements to 
create a feeling of how some of 
the Jews felt during World War 2. 



"People who are homeless are not social 
inadequate. They are people without homes." 

rvSheila McKechnie 

'"'The main difference between success and 
failure is the degree to which poor people 
themselves are involved in determining the 
quality and quantity of the services they re
ceive." 

rvWorld Devlopment Report, 
World Bank, 2004 



The area has a growing problem of people be
coming homeless. The city is working to provide what 
it can for these people, but with the number's growing 
the budget shrinking, it's becoming to hard to 
temporary shelters to handle. There is a need for 
something more permanent to take these citizens off 
the street and underpasses and place them 
somewhere that they can get help. The use of a tem
porary shelter won't totally fix the problem. It would 
be like putting a Band-Aid on a bullet wound, 
something to stop the bleeding but not heal the 
wound. A transitional shelter would take these citi
zens off the streets and start them on a path of get
ting help in a stable environment. Fred Karnas, the 
program director of the Phoenix's Community Council 
believes that 

"Statistics don't tell us how to design a shelter; 
life on the street does. You need to know about 
waiting in line for meals, waiting to go to the 
bathroom or to bed, waiting for healthcare and 
employment; about dirty closes, a dirty body 
and hours of time with nothing to do" 

Karnas addresses how to design for these people. 
Ralph Nunez, the president of Homes for the Home
less states 



"Today, homelessness is a less a housing issue 
than a poverty, an education issue, a family sup
port, and most important, a children's issue. To 
succeed as anything more than temporary su
perficial palliatives, shelters must adapt to ad
dress each of the needs." 

Nunez address what a shelter need to do. He also 
states that a shelter needs to be more than just a dry 
place to sleep. It needs to offer the stability to make 
the necessary changes. 

The redevelopment of the area was a perfect fit 
for a transitional shelter. The area will bridge the differ
ent incomes. It will also offer the jobs necessary for the 
change. The shelter will have a variety of different ser
vices to help with the evolution. There will also have a 
permanent place to live so they will have the start of 
stability that is needed. There will be the amenities to 
work with the residents such as a daycare and court
yard. The complex will offer it's residents a starting 
place to grow and turn their lives around. 



The homeless shelter should have the flexibility to 
enhance a place that will provide a chance for 
change, a way to get help with psychological, physi
cal and or social problems and a place that will pro
vide the safety and security to achieve this, with the 
compassion and dignity to deliver these to the people 
that are in need of a different form of architecture. 



• To create an environment that stabilizes the life of 
a homeless person. 

• The facility should feel that it is offering a hand up 
not a hand out. 

• The shelter should be designed to make the 
homeless feel that this facility gives them a 
chance for change and overcome their 
problems. 

• The shelter should be designed to provide a safe, 
secure and healthy place for the homeless to 
make a change that previously wasn't able to 
do on their own. 

• Functionally the shelter needs to be flexible to fit 
each of its residents and have the ability that 
each person has the resources to make a 
change. 

• The facility should have the flexibility to meet the 
psychological, physical and or social needs of its 
residents . 

• 
• It should not have the feel of a jail or warehouse. 

This would be opposite effect the complex is 
working for. 



facility Organization and Layout: 
Space Designation 

Entrance: 
Main Entrance 

Lobby 

Administration Space: 
A-1 Reception 
A-2 Director's Office 
A-3 Staff Office 

Security office 
Conference Room 

Break Room 
Storage 

A-8 Record Keeping 
A-9 Admin. Restroom 
A-10 Restroom 
A-11 Janitor Space 

Counseling Center: 
C-1 Lobby 
C-2 Reception 
C-3 Finance Office 
C-4 Education Office 
C-5 Work Office 
C-6 Counseling office 
C-7 Classroom 

Small Meeting 
Room 

Storage 
Private Restroom 

Restroom 
Janitor Space 

# Space Designation 

Other Spaces: 
0-1 Courtyard 
0-2 Daycare 
0-3 Nursery 
0-4 Private Restroom 
0-5 Playground 

Housing: 
H-1 Family Unit 
H-2 Single Unit 



Facility Organization and Layout: 
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Main Entrance: 
The entrance is a bridge between the public space outside 
and the private interior space. It is to be a connection that 
would divide public from private. The entrance would act 
as a barrier from letting in unwanted guests. 

Activity Ana IYsis: 
Activity: 
Transition, movement, security 

Performance Requirements: 
• There should be at least two wide doors. 

• There should be security that would prevent people 
from staying outside this entrance after hours. 

• It should be covered to protect people that are 
coming and leaving from the elements. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Spatial Analysis: 
• Users: Guests, Staff 

Space Requirements: 
• I @ 100 s.f. 



LobbY: 
The lobby is a waiting place for people interested in 
learning more about the housing and the program. The 
lobby must be located adjacent to the entrance. It should 
make the people waiting feel calm and relaxed and 
avoid making them feel uncomfortable. 

ActiVitY AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Waiting, Transition, Gathering 

Performance Requirements: 
• There should be enough setting for 5 comfortably. 

• The lobby should be next to the reception. 

• The seating should be comfortable for waiting. 

• There should be a visual element to occupy the 
time waiting. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Guests, Staff 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 100 s.f. 



Reception: 
The reception space needs to be connected to the lobby 
and close to the entrance. This reception would act as 
the main reception space for the whole building. The 
space should provide an open feel that will encourage 
the interaction between the staff and it's residents. The 
space will act as a divider between public and private 
space. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Administration, Entrance, Transition 

Performance Requirements: 
• The reception desk should have easy access. 
• The reception desk should be the predominate 

form in the space. 
• Other administrative office should be near the 

reception space for when additional assistance 
is needed. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Guests, Staff 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 150 s.f. 



Director's Office: 
The director's office should have a comfortable work 
space that will encourage a positive interaction between 
the staff and the residents. This space should offer the 
security and easiness that would be needed. This office 
would be the director's office for the whole complex. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Administration 

Performance Requirements: 
• The office need to have sound proof walls and pro
tected locking doors to provide security. 
• The offices should be located close to the main re
ception space. 
• The offices should be large enough to accommodate 
the director plus two residents/ guests. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 200 s.f. 



Staff Office: 
The staff office should have a comfortable work space 
that will encourage a positive interaction between the 
staff and the residents. This space should offer the secu
rity and easiness that would be needed. This staff office 
would work with new residents and help them settle 
into the complex. 

ActiVitY Ana1Ysis: 
Activity: 
Administration 

Performance Requirements: 
• The offices need to have sound proof walls and pro
tected locking doors to provide security. 
• The offices should be located close to the main re
ception space. 
• The offices should be large enough to accommodate 
a staff person plus two residents/ guests. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff 

Space Requirements: 
2 @ 100 s.f. ea. 



Security Office: 
The security office would control the security for the 
whole complex. This space should offer the security and 
firmness that would be needed. It should be able to 
monitor the whole complex from one room using secu
rity cameras. It would be the job of the security person 
to remove any unwanted guest from the complex. The 
room would also be used to hold any detainees until the 
authorities could come and pick them up. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Administration, Security. 
Performance Requirements: 
• The offices need to have sound proof walls and 

protected locking doors to provide security. 
• The offices should be located close to the main re 

ception space. 
• The offices should be large enough to accommodate 

security personal plus two residents/ guests. 
• A control panel would line one of the walls. 
• There should be minimal use of natural light to 

avoid glare on the monitors. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Guests , Staff 
Space Requirements: 
1 @ 200 s.f. 



conference Rootn: 
The conference room would be used for staff meetings, 
meeting with funders, intruding new residents to the 
complex and general meetings. It needs to be flexible 
enough to accommodate each type of meeting. The con
ference room needs to have current technology for pres
entations and communications. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Administration, Formal Meetings 

Performance Requirements: 
• There should be a table that would accommodate 10 

people comfortably. 
• The space should have an open feeling to make the 

users more comfortable. 
• The space should make the user feel open to discuss 

any issue. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff, Guests 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 500 s.f. 



13reaK Room: 
The break room will service all staff of the complex. The 
room should provide a connection between each part's 
staff. The room should have a relaxing, calming and 
comforting atmosphere. The room would be used as a 
getaway from the other spaces of the building. 

Activity Ana IYsis: 
Activity: 
Preparing breaks, lunch, communication, informal 
meetings 

Performance Requirements: 
• The room should have the appropriate appliances to 

prepare an afternoon meal. 
• The room should have enough tables and chairs to 

accommodate IO people. 
• The room should have enough counter space and 

storage to house personal items from all the staff. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 250 s.f. 



Storage: 
The storage space would hold items belonging to the 
shelter that are not used on a daily bases. This would be 
the main storage space for the complex. 

Activity AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Storage, Collecting, Holding 

Performance Requirements: 
• The room should have shelves for the storage 

• The entrance should be large enough for larger items 
to pass through with out problems. 

Spatial Ana1Ysis: 

Users: 
Staff 

Space Requirements: 
I @ 200 s.f. 



Record Keeping: 
The Record Keeping would hold the contracts with the 
resident and all other information on them. 

Activity AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Collecting, Holding, Store 

Performance Requirements: 
• The room must be fire proof incase of fire. 

• The room should have filing cabinets along the walls 
for the records. 

• The door should have a lock that will ensure only 
certain employees have access to the room. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Staff 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 120 s.f. 



Adtnin. Restrooms: 
The restrooms would used only for the staff and used to 
relive one self. It should be located in close proximity to 
the break room. 

ActiVitY AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Relief of oneself 

Performance Requirements: 
• The space must be sound proof. 

• There should be one water closet. 

• There should be one lavatory. 

• It should meet with ADA and T.S.A. standards. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Staff, Guests 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 50 s.f. 



Restrooms: 
The restrooms would be the main public restroom in the 
building and used to relive one self. It should be located 
in close proximity to the lobby and reception space. 

Activity AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Relief of oneself 

Performance Requirements: 
• The space must be sound proof. 
• There should be at least three water closets (women) 

and two urinals (men). 
• There should be at least two lavatories. 
• It should meet with ADA and T.S.A. standards. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Staff, Guests 

Space Requirements: 
I @ 200 s.f. 



Janitor Space: 
The Janitor space will be where the cleaning supplies 
will be stored. It should be close to the restrooms. 

Activity AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Cleaning 

Performance Requirements: 
• There should one floor sink used for buckets and lar
ger items. 

• There should be one Lavatory. 

• There should be an organization system to keep this 
space organized and clean such as shelves or racks. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Staff, Janitor 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 50 s.f. 



LobbY: 
This will be a secondary lobby. It will act as the main 
lobby for the counseling center. This lobby is a waiting 
place for people that are waiting to go into the counsel
ing center. This lobby must move easy access from the 
main lobby. It should make the people waiting feel calm 
and relaxed and avoid making them feel uncomfortable. 

Activity AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Waiting, Transition, Gathering 

Performance Requirements: 
• There should be enough seating for 10 comfortably. 
• The lobby should be next to the reception. 
• The seating should be comfortable for waiting. 
• There should be a visual element to occupy the time 
waiting. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Guests, Staff 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 200 s.f. 



Reception: 
The reception space will act as a passageway for the rest 
of the counseling center. Guests would come from the 
main reception space to this secondary reception space. 
The space should provide an open feel that will encour
age the interaction between the staff and the guests. The 
space will act as a divider between the entrance of the 
more public part of the building and the very private 
part. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Administration, Entrance, Transition 

Performance Requirements: 
• The reception desk should have easy access. 
• The reception desk should be the predominate form 

in the space. 
• Other offices of each part of the counseling center 

should have a clear connection to the reception 
space for easy guidance. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Guests, Staff 

Space Requirements: 
I @ 150 s.f. 



finance Office: 
The offices should have a comfortable work space that 
will encourage a positive interaction between the staff 
and the residents . This space should be offer the security 
and easiness that would be needed. This office would 
work with residents in maintaining their finances. It 
would also work with local banks to help residents 
maintain their accounts and build credit. 

ActivitY AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Counseling, Evaluating, Working 
Performance Requirements: 
• The offices need to have sound proof walls and pro
tected locking doors to provide security. 
• The Finance office should be located near the other 
offices in the counseling center. 
• The offices should be large enough to accommodate 
a staff person plus two guests. 
• There should be a small meeting room connecting 
the two offices. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff 

Space Requirements: 
2 @ 100 s.f. ea. 



Education Office: 
The offices should have a comfortable work space that 
will encourage a positive interaction between the staff 
and the residents. This space should be offer the security 
and easiness that would be needed. This office would be 
used in working with residents in finding education or 
giving information about educational sessions. 

Activity Ana IYsis: 
Activity: 
Counseling, Evaluating, Working, Educating 
Performance Requirements: 
• The offices need to have sound proof walls and pro
tected locking doors to provide security. 
• The education office should be located near the 
other offices in the counseling center. 
• The offices should be large enough to accommodate 
a staff person plus two guests. 
• There should be a small meeting room connecting 
the two offices. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff 
Space Requirements: 
2 @ 100 s.f. ea. 



DaYcare: 
The daycare is used during the day and early night for 
parents that work to have a safe place to leave their chil
dren while they work or take classes. The space should 
be playful and have a variety of materials to encourage a 
fun and exciting atmosphere. 

ActiVitY AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Playing, Supervision, Babysitting 

Performance Requirements: 
• A water fountain needs to be located in the room to 

guarantee that no children would leave the room. 
• The materials used need to safe for children. 
• A variety of colors should be used to encourage 

learning. 
• One wall should have shelves and counter space for 

storage of toys and other materials used in the 
room. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff, Guests , children 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 600 s.f. 



WorK Office: 
The offices should have a comfortable work space that 
will encourage a positive interaction between the staff 
and the residents. This space should be offer the security 
and easiness that would be needed. The office would 
provide information for the guest about finding work in 
the area. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Counseling, Evaluating, Working, Informing 
Performance Requirements: 
• The offices need to have sound proof walls and pro
tected locking doors to provide security. 
• The main work office should be located near the 
other offices in the counseling center. 
• The offices should be large enough to accommodate 
a staff person plus two guests. 
• There should be a small meeting room connecting 
the two offices. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff 
Space Requirements: 
2 @ 100 s.f. ea. 



counseling Office: 
The offices should have a comfortable work space that 
will encourage a positive interaction between the staff 
and the guests . This space should be offer the security 
and easiness that would be needed. The space should 
feel safe and opening. The office would be used as a 
small counseling area for more one on one help. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Counseling, Evaluating, Working 
Performance Requirements: 
• The offices need to have sound proof walls and pro
tected locking doors to provide security. 
• The counseling office should be located near the 
other offices in the counseling center. 
• The offices should be large enough to accommodate 
a staff person plus two guests. 
• There should be a small meeting room connecting 
the two offices. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff 
Space Requirements: 
2 @ 100 s.f. ea. 



Classroom: 
The classroom would be used for informal and formal 
situations. It should be flexible to work with an array of 
different individuals. Residences would be required to 
attend training sessions, information sessions, and work 
sessions. The room would be used to educate the resi
dents to make changes in their lives. The space needs to 
make them feel comfortable and have a level of open-
ness. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Education, Teaching, Lectures 
Performance Requirements: 
• There should be enough desks that would accommo
date 25 people comfortably. 
• The space should have an open feeling to make the 
users more comfortable. 
• The space should make the user feel open to discuss 
any issue. 
• The room needs to provide adequate acoustics. 
• There should be a dry erase board lining two sides of 
the room. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff, Guests 
Space Requirements: 
2 @ 1000 s.f. ea. 



Stnall MeetingRootn: 
The small meeting would be used for informal and formal 
situations. It should be flexible to work with an array of dif
ferent individuals. The room needs to be able to adapt to ac
commodate both formal and informal situations. The room 
would be used for smaller group than the class room. It 
would a more personal space. The space needs to make them 
feel comfortable and have a level of openness. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Education, Teaching, Sessions 
Performance Requirements: 
• There should be a large table that would seat at least 

10 people. 
• The space should have an open feeling to make the 

users more comfortable. 
• The space should make the user feel open to discuss 

any issue. 
• The room needs to provide adequate acoustics. 
• There should be a dry erase board lining one sides of 

the room. 
• Each meeting room needs to connect to each office 

group. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff, Guests 
Space Requirements: 
4 @ 500 s.f. ea. 



Storage: 
The storage space would hold items belonging to the 
center that are not used on a daily bases. This would be 
the secondary storage that would house any extra stuff 
from the administration area and all the counseling cen
ter. 

ActiVitY AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Storage, Collecting, Holding 

Performance Requirements: 
• The room should have shelves for the storage 

• The entrance should be large enough for larger items 
to pass through with out problems. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Staff 

Space Requirements: 
1 @ 200 s.f. 



Private Restrooms: 
The restrooms would used only for the staff and used to 
relive one self. It should be located in close proximity to 
the reception space. 

Activity AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Relief of oneself 

Performance Requirements: 
• The space must be sound proof. 

• There should be one water closet. 

• There should be one lavatory. 

• It should meet with ADA and T.S.A. standards. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Staff, Guests 

Space Requirements: 
I @ 50 s.f. 



Restrooms: 
The restrooms would be the larger restroom in the build
ing and used to relive one self. It should be located in 
close proximity to the lobby and reception space of the 
counseling center. 

Activity AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Relief of oneself 

Performance Requirements: 
• The space must be sound proof. 
• There should be at least six water closets (women) 
and four urinals (men). 
• There should be at least four lavatories 
• .It should meet with ADA and T.S.A. standards. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Staff, Guests 

Space Requirements: 
I @ 200 s.f. 



Janitor Space: 
The Janitor space will be where the cleaning supplies 
will be stored. It should be close to the restrooms. 

Activity AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Cleaning 

Performance Requirements: 
• There should one floor sink used for buckets and lar
ger items. 

• There should be one Lavatory. 

• There should be an organization system to keep this 
space organized and clean such as shelves or racks. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Staff, Janitor 

Space Requirements: 
I @ 50 s.f. 



courtyard: 
The courtyard would be used for outdoor sessions and 
informal meetings, and small gatherings. It would draw 
on ancient elements to create an area that would exhibit 
peace, calm and serenity. It would be connected to the 
counseling center. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Relaxing, Talking 
Performance Requirements: 
• There should be a water element to give calm and 
surrender feel. 
• There should be benches to sit on. 
• There should be plants that would grow around the 
courtyard. 
• There should be a wide use of materials to convey 
different feelings and emotions. 
• It needs to secure that no one would be able to enter 
after the center is closed. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff, Guests 
Space Requirements: 
1 @ 500 s.f. 



Nursery: 
The nursery would be used for infants and toddlers that 
would need more attention than what would be given at 
the daycare. It is to be used during the day and early 
night for parents that need to work have a safe place to 
leave their children while they work or take classes. The 
space should be playful and have a variety of materials 
to encourage a fun and exciting atmosphere. 

ActjVjty Ana1ysjs: 
Activity: 
Supervision, Babysitting 
Performance Requirements: 
• A water fountain needs to be located in the room to 
guarantee that no children would leave the room. 
• The materials used need to safe for children. 
• A variety of colors should be used to encourage 
learning. 
• One wall should have shelves and counter space for 
storage of toys and other materials used in the room. 
• One wall should have enough cribs for 10 children 
for when they need to rest. 

SPat jal Ana1ysjs: 
Users: 
Staff, Guests, children 
Space Requirements: 
I @ 400 s.f. 



Private Restrooms: 
The restrooms would used only for the staff and used to 
relive one self. It should be located next to the daycare 
and nursery. 

Activity AnalYsis: 

Activity: 
Relief of oneself 

Performance Requirements: 
• The space must be sound proof. 

• There should be one water closet. 

• There should be one lavatory. 

• It should meet with ADA and T.S.A. standards . 

Spatial AnalYsis: 

Users: 
Staff, Guests 

Space Requirements: 
2 @ 50 s.f. ea. 



Playground: 
The playground would be used by the daycare and nurs
ery for when the children need to go outside. It would 
also be used other times for a place that parents could 
take their children to play. There could be two areas for 
the two different age groups. The space should be play
ful and have a variety of materials to encourage a fun 
and exciting atmosphere. 

ACtiVitY AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Supervision, Babysitting, Playing 
Performance Requirements: 
• The play-scape should be safe for all children to play 
on or around. 
• The materials used need to safe for children. 
• There should be security to keep children safe. 
• A variety of colors should be used to engage the user 
and attract them to the structure. 
• There should be seating for parents to sit while the 
children play. 
• There should be covered space for shade and cooling 
during hot times. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Staff, Guests , children 
Space Requirements: 
1 @ 1000 s.f. 



fatnilY Unit: 
The family unit would accommodate two adults and at 
most two children. The stay of the family would be up 
to one year. The unit doesn't have to be connected to 
the main center. 

Activity Ana1Ysis: 
Activity: 
Living, Daily Routine 
Performance Requirements: 
• The unit would give the family a safe place to live. 
• It would provide the stability needed for the family. 
• Everyday life would happen. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Family 
Space Requirements: 
Living Room: 1 @ 200 s.f. 
Kitchen: 1 @ 150 s.f. 
Dinning: 1 @ 100 s.f. 
Master Room: 1 @ 180 s.f. 
Bedroom: 2 @ 130 s.f. 
Bathroom: 2 @ 100 s.f. 
Storage: 1 @ 50 s.f. 
Laundry: 1 @ 50 s.f. 
Total: 1190 s.f. 
Number of Units: 10 



The single unit would accommodate one adult. The stay 
of the person would be up to one year. The unit doesn't 
have to be connected to the main center. 

Activity AnalYsis: 
Activity: 
Living, Daily Routine 
Performance Requirements: 
• The unit would give the person a safe place to live. 
• It would provide the stability needed. 
• Everyday life would happen. 

Spatial AnalYsis: 
Users: 
Single Person 
Space Requirements: 
Living Room: 
Kitchen w I washer and dryer: 
Dinning: 
Bedroom Room: 
Bathroom: 
Storage: 
Total: 
Number of Units: IO 

1 @ 200 s.f. 
1 @ 150 s.f. 
1 @ 100 s.f. 
1 @ 180 s.f. 
1 @ 100 s.f. 
1 @ 50 s.f. 

780 s.f. 



Austin Resource Center for the Homeless 
LZT Architects 
Austin, Texas 
2004 
----------- The center take homeless in 

and gives them a place to 
get cleaned up. It works 
with the homeless find a 
place for them to better in-

•

,. tegrate on many levels into 
a larger social and civic 
context. It is centered as 
tightly planned village in an 
unusual spatial envelope. It 

works with opening the build
ing and having a transparency 
effect. 

This building works with local 
residents providing a safe place 
to stay. Many homeless stay 
around the area and hangout 
out in front of the building be
cause it provides shade during 
the summer seasons. 



Transitional Shelter for 
families: 
Theoretical 
Chicago, Illinois 
1988 
This project gave a detailed list of the what's and where 
for a Transitional shelter. It listed information about 
what was needed, how much was a good number and 
where it should be located. 

This became a check list of the basics that were needed 
for an transitional shelter. It also gave general square 
footages for certain rooms. 



Space Designation #of Users Quantity Net. Sq. Ft. Ext. Sq. Ft 

Entrance: 
Main Entrance NIA 1 IOO 

Lobby s 1 100 

Total: 200 S.F. 

Administration Space: 
Reception 1 1 lSO 

Director's Office 1 1 200 
Staff Office 1 2 200 

Security office 1 1 200 
Conference Room 10 1 soo 

Break Room IO 1 2SO 
Storage NIA 1 200 

Record Keeping NIA 1 120 
Admin. Restroom NIA 1 so 

restroom NIA 1 200 
Janitor Space NIA 1 so 

Total: 2,120 S.F. 

Counseling Center: 
Lobby IO 1 200 

Reception 1 lSO 
Finance Office 2 200 

Education Office 2 200 
Work Office 2 200 

Counseling office 1 2 200 
Classroom 2S 2 2000 

Small Meeting Room IO 4 2000 
Storage NIA 200 

Private Restroom NIA 1 so 
Restroom NIA 1 200 

Janitor Space NIA 1 so 
Total: S,6SO S.F. 



#of Us- Net. Sq. 
Space Designation ers Quantity Ft. Ext. Sq. Ft 

Other Spaces: 
Courtyard 15 1 500 

Daycare 17 1 600 
Nursery 12 1 400 

Private Restroom N/ A 2 100 
Playground 25 1 1000 

Housing: 
Family Unit 4 10 11900 
Single Unit 1 10 7800 

Circulation: 
30% of 

Circulation N/ A N/A Net 

Total: 20,800 S.F. 

Total Exterior Spaces: 1,500 S.F 
Total Net Sq. Ft. (N.S.F.) 36,740N.S.F. 
Total Usable Sq. Ft. (1.3 x N.S.F.) 47,762U.S.F 
Total Gross Sq. Ft. (1.3 x U.S.F.) 62,091 G.S.F. 



"When a new, planned building rises in he slum- be it a 
public toilet or a sewing co-operative- it immediately 
becomes a monument. It was conceived by an architect, 
it indicated things are changing: People understand they 
now have the right to what was only available in the so
called "formal city". 

rvJorge Mario Jauregiu 



Brief History and 
overview Of the CitY: 

The current day Austin was settled in 1835. It was 
originally called Waterloo in 1837. The city was re
named by Mirabeau B. Lamar to Austin after Stephen 
F. Austin in 1839. The city's population was growing 
during the 1850's. It went from 629 to 3,500. During 
this time many buildings were bui lt such as a new 
limestone capitol, the Governor's Mansion and the 
Old General Land Office. The original capital burned 
down and a new capital was built in 1888. It was dur
ing the 1880's that Austin had a boom period. In 
1882 a university was start in the city. It was the Uni
versity of Texas. It was during the 1920's, 30's and 
40's when Austin's music scene picked up. With the 
development of the city, it 's become very popular 
with live music. The most recent population increase 
came from the technology boom. In the mid 1960's 
many technology companies set up offices in Austin. 
These companies included Tracor Industries, IBM, 
Texas Instruments, 3M, Motorola, Advanced Micro 
Devices, Samsung and Dell. With the development of 
these companies, Austin has gained the nick name of 
Sil icon Hills. 



Images of Austin: 



History and overview 
of the Area: 
In 1929, the city approved the airport in the city. It 
was to be called Robert Mueller Municipal Airport. It 
would be north east of the downtown area. It opened 
on October 14, 1930. It started off small, but in later 
years had additions added. In 1942, the city bought 
and donated land to the military for an air base. It 
was later called Bergstrom Air Force Base. The land 
was to be returned after the military was done using 
it. Mueller Airport later extended it's runways to ac
commodate for jet t raffic. In 1961 the city built a new 
control tower. It became a land mark on the south 
side of the area. As the city grew, the airport became 
more and more land closed in by the city's citizens. It 
was in 1971 that city leader begin to discuss options 
for a new airport in the city. A study found that 
Bergstrom AFB was an ideal place for it, but the air 
force was still using the site. In 1984, a grouped 
called Citizen for Airport Relocation (C.A.R.E.) did a 
new plan for Mueller airport once the airport was 
moved. In 1986, there was a vote to move the air
port, but it defeated with by less than 1 % . The next 
year, there was another vote with moving the airport 
to Manor. This proposal passed, although it was later 
abandoned because of a strong opposition to the 
plan. With the Bergstrom AFB closing, another vote 
w s r ht~ rw r t m ve the ir rt. 



This vote passed in 1993, almost 20 years after the 
original thought of moving it. The city debate on what 
it should do with the Mueller site. First the city ap
pointed RMMA Redevelopment process and goals task 
force. The PGTF goals became the base for the new 
master plan. Mueller Airport closed on May 22, 1999. 
The following year, the city approves the master plan 
and appoints members to oversee the project. Two 
years later the city selects Catellus Development 
Corp. (now Catellus Austin LLC) as the master devel
oper. In 2004, the city and Catellus finalize the rede
velopment of Mueller. They signed the Mueller Master 
Development Agreement. They broke ground on the 
development later that year. 





The future of the 
Area: 

Robert Mueller Municipal Airport became an ambitious 
project to create a mixed-use urban village in what 
became a vast empty area. The vision of the future 
for the Mueller site joins civic goals with a well
planned sustainable land and the need for an eco
nomic development and value for the private sector. 
The master plan's goal is to take the culture and feel 
of Austin's neighborhoods and improve on them. The 
plan for the four residential neighborhoods is vastly 
unique and unlike what a typical neighborhood in the 
area has been in the past. They are to be more ur
ban, with more opportunities to work, shop, or play 
within a short walk from your home. These neighbor
hoods are motivated by the existing area's neighbor
hoods. They will be traditional with a mix of eclectic, 
diverse, harmonious and something purely Austin. 
Since there will be very diverse, it is fitting that the 
neighborhood reflex this idea in its style. 



When the project is complete it will The 711-acre 
Mueller site, vacated when Austin's airport relocated 
in 1999, will upon the project's completion become 
home to 10,000 residents, more than 1,000 units of 
affordable housing and 10,000 jobs. It will also have 
over 100 acres of public open space and many com
munity amenities. There will be a Town Center and 
other employment and entertainment districts con
tributing to urban vitality and prosperity. Mueller will 
be a showcase of transit-oriented and pedestrian
friendly development. It will be an exploration into an 
innovative approach to community development and 
governance. 

Construction has started all over the area starting 
with the major project the Dell Children's Medical 
Center of Central Texas and Austin Studios filmmak
ing complex. The first area of housing has broke 
ground on the south east area of the site and plans 
on having its first owners by late 2007 / early 2008. 





The Site: 
With the neighborhood being diverse in incomes and 
backgrounds, it is fitting to have a transitional shelter. 
With having a mixed backgrounds in the area and will 
make the users more comfortable in living there. The 
shelter will have direct connection to walking dis
tances to job and public transportation. Having a 
strong connection to business and public transporta
tion is a must for this type of shelter. Many of the us
ers will not have cars and will need transportation to 
get to and from a job and other shopping areas. It is 
nestled on the edge of the residential area and the 
businesses sectors. Being on the edge offers many 
jobs that are with in walking distance that the need 
to use public transportation is minimized. Also with 
having many of the necessities close minimizes hav
ing to travel out of the area. It will also have a strong 
connection to public parks and places of recreation. 
This will provide a place for the users to go to on 
weekend. This community is a excellent combination 
of all the this that are a necessity for make the transi
tion from living on the streets to a healthy life style. 



Site AnalYsis: 
Topography and Geography: 
Austin is sitting on the edge of the Texas hill country 
in Central Texas with the majority of the city in Travis 
County. Austin's elevation is approximately 165m 
(541 ft) above sea level. The total land area of the 
city is 669.3 km 2 with 651.4 km 2 of it is land and 
17.9 km 2 of it is water. The city is on the banks of 
the Colorado River. There are three man-made lakes 
within the city limits. They are Town Lake, Lake Aus
tin, and Lake Walter E. Long. All three are on the 
Colorado Rover. The city is on the Balcones Fault and 
MoPac expressway (Loop 1) follows its path. The to
pography of the city is split from north to south. The 
eastern part of the city is relatively flat. The West 
part of the city and majority of the surrounding sub
urbs are sitting in the rolling hills. Since the site was 
an airport, there is very minimal change in topogra
phy. 



Clitnate: 
Austin is classified as a humid subtropical climate. It 
is defined as having hot summers and mild winters. 
The city receives 33.6 inches of rain per year. The 
majority of the rain fall comes during the spring with 
a second peak during the fall. Also during the spring 
there can be severe thunderstorms. The summers 
tend to be hot and humid with an average tempera
ture above 90°F from June to September. During July 
and August it's not uncommon to have temperatures 
above 100°F. The winters tend to be dry and mild. 
The average temperature from late November to mid 
February is 45°F. Snow and Ice are rare in Austin, yet 
there are the few storms that bring both but th is 
doesn't happen more than once a year. 



vegetation: 
With the site being an old airport there is no vegeta
tion on the site other than wild grasses and during 
the spring wild flowers. 

Transportation: 
There are plans to have public transportation to the 
site that would come from all over the city. There will 
be a bus route that will connect the area to down
town. There will also be a Commuter Rail system and 
Bus Rapid Transit planned close to the site. The com
muter rail system will connect the northern suburbs 
to south Austin. 



Views: 
Only part of the area around the site has broken 
ground, the majority of it being the west of the site. 
This would be the Dell Children's Medical Center of 
Central Texas. Other buildings and housing around 
the site hasn't been decided yet. There will be a park 
across the street on the north side from the center of 
the site. To the south there will be housing. 

View of the Hospital and the construction in the area. 



Creating a Hotne for Change: 

The first step for a homeless person to make a 
change is finding a place they could call home. This 
place must be safe and secure. They must feel wel
come in the area and by the people. The shelter must 
be light a beacon of light in the storm. It must be a 
symbol for them so they know that there is a way out 
of the problems they have right now. When this 
happens, the homeless will be able to take the first 
step in making a change. They will be open and will 
for the change to happen. 

Design Requirement: 

The living unit needs to have an intimate feel to it. It 
can't feel like a warehouse to mass-living unit. With 
those types of shelter is it hard to make it feel like a 
home. This it will also be hard to make a change. The 
plan doesn't have to be one building. It can be 
broken down into communities. This will help families 
work together. Each community would support itself. 
Each person will have their own personal space. This 
will help with making them comfortable. They will 
know that that space it theirs only and is no one else. 



Views from Within and Creating: 

Since the surround area is planned but not built there 
is an uncertainty how it will look. This will give a 
chance to create internal and external views. For the 
internal views, working with ideals of the area to cre
ate something stimulation. For the external views, 
working with the views of the hospital and future 
publ ic transit will be the best way of making views 
that stand out among surrounding area. 

Design Requirement: 

Both views need to work with visual elements to 
achieve a successful view. There needs to be a form 
of transition between major areas of the complex. 
This will provide a relief for people to pause and ex
perience the environment better. 



"People who are homeless are not social 
inadequate. They are people without homes." 

rvSheila McKechnie 



overview: 
The homeless is one of the hardest segments of the 
population to design for. They are a diverse group 
with an array of problems. The biggest problem, for 
all no matter what issues or problems they might 
have, they don't want hand outs. We as a society 
taught these people that they need to change on 
their own. To design for this segment of the 
population, it is a fine line that would be walked. It 
becomes a difficult situation to develop and design a 
facility that accommodates the range of needs. Then 
that this development and design works. The facility 
does what it was intended to do, a place for people 
to go to and be able to change without feeling that it 
was a hand out to them. 

The facility is to focus more on fami lies. It would 
have 12 houses with 3 bedrooms each. I still wanted 
to work with more than just families, but individuals. 
The facility would also have an apartment building 
that would house 10 units. Then finally to complete 
the complex, a resource center. It would have the 
administration for the complex and a variety of 
counseling that the community could use. The 
variety of different areas, feelings, expressions, and 
emotions will aid in helping the homeless in Austin 
get off the streets. It will be the hand up that is 
needed. 



Schematic Design: 

My schematic design phase is blank. I had work from 
this part of the project. Everything was asked to be 
done by hand. It was hard work coming up with dif
ferent and diverse. Before I got a chance to docu
ment the work I had down, the building manager Mi
chael Martin cleaned out our humble studio. My class
mates and I lost all our work and supplies. So in 
memory of my lost work the next page will be blank. 





Design Development: 

Since my schematic designs were a thing of the past, 
I had a chance to start new and fresh. This process 
had lots and lots of drawings and an equal number of 
red lines. I had started working with curves for many 
parts. The main building was to have a flow and 
curve with the different parts. The apartment 
building was the other building on the complex that 
was composed of curve. 

Since the surround community is planned but not 
built, I needed to plan for how it will work and look 
and fit my project accordingly. The challenge was 
working with all the different parts of the project. I 
wanted to keep things separated. Since this type of 
shelter is different from the ones of the past, I didn't 
want to do one main building with many parts. 
Figuring out the division and how they were to be 
arranged on the site was the biggest challenge. 
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Site 'Plan: 

The layout for the complex was challenging to deal 
with the many different aspects and how they are in
teracted together. The Resource Center would act as 
an anchor to the site. It is on the road with the most 
traffic. This road is where all people coming to the 
site would come from. The Resource Center would 
also act as a buffer from the traffic of the main road 
and other major items. 

The houses take up most of the middle of the site. 
They are divided into four groups of three. Each clus
ter is angled so the backwards create a unit. This cre
ates a common space between the houses and a 
sense of unity between the units. This gives the com
plex the ability to divide the units into areas of need 
which could be family size or ages, addictions, issues 
or problems. So neighbor can create individual sup
port groups for the different concerns. 

The apartment anchors the opposite end of the site. 

It acts as a gate into the site from the other direction. 
It is the furthest away from the main road. 



Site 'Plan: 

The site has three elevation changes. This proves 
some change from it being a flat site. Since the cen
ter is family orientated, it gives a small hill for chil
dren to play on. The small bump on the north-east 
side is to act as a natural barrier between public 
space and private space. It is also a place for chi ldren 
to play on. 

The sidewalks connect the whole site, promoting peo
ple to walk around the area. They also act as a di
vider of the large space in between the 2 housing 
clusters. They are in a playful pattern that carves 
into the site and small area and creates a larger uni

fying area. 

There are numerous trees throughout the site. They 
act as marking for places of entrance on to the site 
and into different areas. For the houses, they show 
where each drive way is. For the apartment bui lding, 
they show where the entrance into the building is. 
The Resource Center has them are the beginning and 
ending of the two exterior avenues. 





Resource center: 
The Resource Center is divided into different district 

areas. They are differentiated by different materials. The 
south entrance with metal cladding is the administrative side 
that handles the complex. This is the entrance where home
less people would enter to seek housing. The north side in 
red brick is the counseling side. This area of the bui lding will 
have the most traffic from both residents and non-residents. 
The Center has 4 different forms of counseling, financial, 
education, work, and problem counseling. The confidential 
forms of counseling have private individual offices. The com
mon forms have office area so more can be added at a later 
date. For each area of counseling, there is a small meeting 
room. This space can be for group meeting or later turned 
into office for later expansion. 

The division of these two major spaces is the transi
tion from interior to exterior spaces. There are two large 
avenues that are exterior but covered from the elements. 
One avenue expands into an exterior courtyard where 
groups can meet, workers of the center could have lunch, or 
other actives. 

The space dividing the north and the south is a day
care for the residents of the complex. It has entrances that 
are located toward the houses. The small hill is close to this 
area so the children can play of it from t ime to t ime. 

The second floor had two large classrooms. They can 
be used by the complex for block meet ings, large scale 
meeting, or rented out to outside users to bring in revenue 
to the complex. The two rooms can be divided into smaller 
rooms with access from both sides of the room. 
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Second Floor 

Second Floor 



This house is one story with a main central hall way. It 

is a division between semi-private and private areas of 

the house. The semi-private rooms of the house flow 

together. There isn't a wall dividing one from another. 

It is to keep the movement and connection. An exterior 

patio completes the semi-private spaces. The master 

suite is at the back of the house and off a private 

hallway that is next to the central hallway. Also off this 

secondary hallway is the two minor bedrooms that are 

grouped together with an adjacent bathroom. 
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Left Elevation 

Rear Elevation 



Section AA 

_] 

Structure HVAC 



Like house 1, this house is story with a main central 

hall way, yet is orientated in a different direct. The 

division between semi-private and private areas of the 

house is less distinct than with House 1. The 

semi-private rooms of the house flowing together 

following the central hallway. This is to keep the 

movement and connection. The main entrance divides 

the master suite from the minor bedrooms. The master 

suite is connected with the living space on the right 

side of the house. Off the living room is a porch that 

unites the interior with the exterior environment. The 

two minor bedrooms are grouped together with an ad

jacent bathroom that is to the left side of the house. 

They have a connection with the kitchen and secondary 

patio that is linked to the dinning space. 





Front Elevation 

Left Elevation 

Right Elevation 
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This is the first two story house. Keeping with the de

sign concept of having the semi-private rooms 

together, the living, dining and kitchen are connected, 

but differently than House 1 and 2. There is a central 

hallway that divides the living from the place where 

food is. Again, there isn't a clear division between the 

three spaces, accentuating the movement and 

connection. The master suite is on the first floor toward 

the back of the house. One the second floor is a 

secondary living/play room that is targeted toward the 

people living on the second floor. There are also two 

minor bedrooms with an adjacent bathroom. Unlike the 

rest of the houses, the two minor bedrooms have 

balconies giving a link to the exterior environment. 
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This house is the only house that isn't focused around 

a central hallway. Like the others, it has the semi

private space connect yet different than the rest. These 

three rooms are in the shape of an L. It broke up the 

flow but still kept the movement between rooms. The 

semi-private rooms rap around the master suite. One 

the second floor is a secondary living/play room that is 

targeted toward the people living on the second floor. 

It is more private than the living space on the first 

floor. There are also two minor bedrooms with an 

adjacent bathroom. 
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Single Unit Apartment Building: 

The apartment building is the most free form in the 
whole complex. The building only has 10 units since 
the facility is focused more on families. Each unit has 
two general rooms that can be either the living or 
dining depending on the user, then a separate 
bathroom and bedroom. The units are grouped with 
three on the first floor and two on the second for each 
side. This gives flexibility that each group can 
accommodate a specific area of need. This is parallel 
with the idea of the housing clusters. 

The space in between the units is a gathering space 
that the users and socialize in. This space is gated to 
prevent unwanted guests from entering this space. On 
the second floor there is another gathering space that 

is meant for the people living on the second floor. 
Design wise, it is very similar to the ground floor space. 
There is a bridge connecting the two buildings 
together. This is to get people from both sides to 
interact with each other. 
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South Elevation 
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Model Images: Site 









Model Images: Resource center 



Model Images: Resource center 









Model Images: Apartment Building 



Model Images: Apartment Building 



This project has been a roller coaster from the begin
ning. It has had many ups and downs which translate 
into many many many different design changes. This 
project probably had more changes than any of my 
other projects combined! The project started off larger 
than intended. Then it only grew to be bigger and big
ger. Part of me looking back wishes I could have made 
it smaller, yet sitting here at the final, I wouldn't have 
it any other way. 

It's been a year since I started this project. My site has 
changed and developed and my project would still work 
well for the site. This has taught me that we need to 
plan for the undeveloped future. We don't know what it 
will hold or change or adapt to. So we need to create 
timeless architecture that isn't a sign of the times. 

As I go off into the "real world" I hope I can remember 
what I've learn here with this project. I know that my 
learning doesn't stop here. It will always be changing 
and adapting with the times. I know I'll treasure this 
project and all the time and effort and blood, sweat 
and tears that has gone into it. To those who read this 
at the end of their project, remember this is your last 
project that you can do everything. Be true to yourself 
and do what's right, not cutting the corners. 
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