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ABSTRACT 

THESIS: A view of architecture which has stood since the time 
of the modernists is that for a project to be 
successful, form needs to follow function. Though this 
may be true, this does not guarantee the high level of 
quality known as "architecture", rather than just 
"building". In order to achieve this quality, ~ 
project needs to not only meet the physical needs of 
its users, but also become sympathetic and 
representative of the values of those users. This way, 
we can refrain from continuing what can be seen today: 
"churches now look like fast-food restaurants, schools 
resemble warehouses, and city halls mimic office 
buildings"(Moentmann 8). 

FACILITY: One of the best facility types which exemplifies the 
above thesis is a community center. The main 
characteristics of a community center which makes it 
ideal are: 

- it is a facility which is (or should be) a 
response to the surrounding people themselves, 
not business or commercial needs, 

- one of the best ways to determine the values of 
a particular group of people is to examine the 
way they spend their leisure time. 

CONTEXT: The site which has been chosen to propose tpis facility 
type is the Woodlawn Lake area of San Antonio. This is 
a place which has great recreation/leisure 
possibilities, as well as a fairly long hispanic 
history which presents a rich source of values. 
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THESIS RESEARCH 
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WHAT IS LBISQRB? 

As noted in the abstract, this program will promote the 
development of a community center, and that one aspect of this 
endeavor is to analyze the values of the community as presented 
through leisure activities. In this regard, it is best to define 
what leisure is and discover how it influences or is influenced 
by particular groups of people, as well as people in general. 

According to the dictionary's definition, leisure is: 'that which 
is free from time-consuming duties, responsibilities, or 
activities'. This definition is fairly vague, especially when 
one can considers that we normally describe leisure in terms of 
activities which do take time. Fortunately, there has been 
enough research on this topic by psychologists and sociologists 
where we do not have to rely on the dictionary for an in depth 
explanation. In a matter of fact, because of the numerous 
"leisure" studies, a great variety of descriptions have been 
developed. However, a common theme which most of these 
'oloqists' have used is that "leisure is not so much time or 
activity, but a state of mind of man, a state of freedom from 
everyday necessity, in fact an ideal condition of man. Leisure 
is a quality rather than a behavior; it is not what one does, but 
how one does it" (Kando 14,93). By these definitions, it seems 
that leisure in itself would be difficult to describe in terms 
for which we can relate. For this, we express the quality of 
leisure in terms of recreational activities and characteristics. 

So what is recreation then? According to Richard Flynn of The 
Athletic Institute, "the primary function of recreation is the 
enrichment of living by enabling individuals to find adventure, 
fellowship, a sense of accomplishment, the enjoyment of beauty, 
and the joy of creating, all of which contribute to human 
happiness" (Flynn 2). If we are to take this statement at face 
value, then leisure is the attitude toward an experience we as 
individuals feel when engaged in recreation which leads to 
happiness. Included in this category of recreation are those 
activities which are apart from the obligations of work, family 
and society. It is that to which the individual turns at will 
for either relaxation or diversion, or broadening his/her 
knowledge and spontaneous social participation, or exercise 
his/her creative capacity (Jackson 73). Games, sports, play, 
music, dance, arts and crafts, drama, social activities, nature 
and outing activities, hobbies, and service projects all fall 
under this category. "It is through recreational programs, 
people develop interests and skill that enable them to make 
constructive use of leisure, which leads to proper physical and 
mental health, safety, good citizenship, confidence and character 
development"(Flynn 2). As we further analyze the relationship 
between leisure and recreation, there develops two distinct areas 
of concentration, one which is psychological or deals with the 
individual, and one which is sociological. 
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LEISURE AlfD PSYCHQLQGY 

It has already been stated that leisure is of the mind, so let's 
concentrate on this. This approach, as labeled by Kando, is 
considered to be normative, a look at the cultivation of self, 
meditation, and the development of true spiritual freedom (Kando 
20). From this, leisure can be examined in four ways: (1) as a 
particular state of consciousness- choice, meaning, flow, free of 
time restraints, healthy, stimulating, exciting, risky, with and 
without obligation, stressful and restful, (2) as an avenue for 
self-fulfill.ant- growing, realizing, discovering, being, 
laughing, enjoying, succeeding, and serving, (3) as an 
integration of the lli.nd and body- moving, playing, expressing, 
feeling, relaxing, contemplating, philosophizing, and reflecting, 
(4) as a reflection of self in relation to co .. znity- culture 
exploring, dreaming, creating, striving, pursuing, challenging, 
giving, helping, sharing, loving, sometimes work, and sometimes 
play (Hutchison 8). ·-·····---··· 

There is little doubt that 
each of us strives to 
improve what and who we 
are. Sometimes it is for 
the recognition from 
others. sometimes it is 
just for our own benefit. 
Some of us are labeled as 
athletes who practice hard 
and constantly at 
improving skill level and 
physical performance. 
Some of us routinely work 
out at fitness centers. 
Some of us are those who 
love to live on the edge 
by taking risks. Some of 
us just like to read. In 
any case, though each 
person may perceive 
leisure differently, the 
ends are the same, the 
feel of bettering 
ourselves, either by 
physical or mental means, 
or at least feeling at 
ease with ourselves and 
our relationship with 
others. 

There are some who may try 
to propose that work, in 
the sense of a job, to be 
a way to evoke that 

PrKOndition1 
for nttd1 
utl1fection { 

IW~- Soll-do11rmlne1fon with purpoM 

EuttmofMll 

""" Otha" ntadl 

Social 
" btlonglngnaa" 

tMadl 

S.fetv need1 

Bale phy1lologlcal 
need1 

• Solf-reaUre1lon 
• EltVllllon lo full potandal 
• Spiritual lulflllmant 
• Wlldom 0 whol1n111'* 
• Service to hum.,f1y 

Original txpralllon 
• An1, llttratura, and phllo10phy 
• Apprecle1fon of btautv 
• Naw work• rud truth• 
• Frontla,. of ""complllhment 

M--.. Social alavadon and wonh racognhion 
• Reputation or Prtlllge 
• Statu1, fame, rtwtrd 
• S1Nng1h end achlt,..mtnt 
• S.tlalocdon In contrlbutlona 

Afftc1lona11 rt lttlon1 with peoplt 
• Lo"' of frltnd1 tnd family 
• A pltce In aoclttY 
• Acceptance by othara 
• "Tarrilorlal lmpere1lw " 

Protection from herm 
• Stcurltv and 11tblll1Y 
• Dtptndoncy on ordtr 
• Law tnd julllca 
• StNngth In tht prottctor 

Ntad1 of the body 
e Rott .,d t11trcl1t 
• Hunger tnd thirst 
• Soxutl tnd blologlcal 
• Chomlcal baf.,ca 
• Httlth 

Freedom from f

Fraedom to apeak 

F.-m of ""'""'Ion 
Freedom to -k kn-ladgt 
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feeling of betterment, and thus leisure. Sadly enough, in this 
society the value of a person is determined largely through work 
experiences. However, this can not be accepted for leisure, 
going back to the dictionary, is freedom, and needs to be free 
from the requirements of approval from others, and the burden of 
responsibility and time restrictions. It must also be free from 
age, cultural, and financial barriers. Hopefully, this 
acknowledgment will change the kinds of questions we ask about 
our daily lives. Questions such as 'is my work interesting?' and 
'has my daily activity a purpose?' should replace questions such 
as 'how much do I earn' and 'what must I do to get a promotion?' 
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LEISURE AND SOCIOLQGY 

When speaking in terms of sociology, we need to look at the 
relationship one has with his/her society, whether it be a small 
group or the entire human civilization. For the purpose of this 
program, the relationships which involve leisure and recreational 
activities will be discussed. 

According to Hutchison and Lord, "at the individual level, it is 
possible to change our own attitudes and begin to act 
differently". Individuals can partake in established methods of 
obtaining self-fulfillment or develop creative alternatives. 
However, involvement which extend outside the "self", such as 
care and co-operation with others can also lead to the chance of 
feeling more positive about oneself. At the community level, 
people can gain an increased control over their own improvement 
by developing a 'sense of community' with others. Physically 
integrated recreation and leisure experiences are important 
because they provide the opportunity for people to get away from 
the predominantly segregated environment in which they live, 
work, or are educated, and feel a part of something bigger and 
more important. In today's society especially, it is sometimes 
difficult to initiate this social integration (Hutchison 24,25). 

However, "for any social system to work harmoniously there needs 
to be a consistency between institutions and personal beliefs" 
(Hardy 1). Social integration is structured by shared values 
regarding necessary roles and the patterns of legitimate 
exchanges between these social roles. Social bondings are 
structured by household, kinship, friendship, or other intimate 
human association values which create and sustain loyalty toward 
that association. Social solidarity is structured by values that 
make individuals feel shame, guilt, or pride in their role 
performance. To put it simply, a sense of community is best felt 
where there is a sharing of culture. From this perspective, the 
tie to geographical space is incidental. What is important for 
the purpose of this program though, is that leisure and 
recreation can serve as a vehicle for the transmission of the 
culture's knowledge, values, and norms. While any environment 
that may be used for leisure purposes may have the capacity to 
bring forth such feelings of unity, some environments are so 
culturally invested with meaning, that they may have the ability 
to initiate spiritual experiences as well (Driver 131,185). Such 
a space where individuals look to optimize their physical and 
spiritual gratification is usually defined and mediated in terms 
of a system of culturally structured and shared symbols (Driver; 
by Talcott,332). For a community of multiple cultures, leisure 
services offer a medium for which strategies for successful 
mediation of differences can be achieved. In any case, an 
implicit meaning of culture can be derived by examining the 
typical ways in which a society, or type of society, spends its 
time when not working (Kando 40). 
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SYBTHESIS OF LEISQRB INTQ PROGRAM THESIS 

Now that some background information about leisure has been 
given, we can address the thesis at hand and the role 
architecture shall play. To begin with, there must be an 
understanding that architecture is a form of public discourse, 
and as such, has the responsibility to reveal the social forces 
that condition it (Hatch 4). As Van Eyck put it, "we should 
build so as to encourage critical reflection and the development 
of many-sided human beings." The making of architecture is 
grasped as an opportunity to help users reflect on their roles, 
on themselves, and on their very power of reflection. This 
"social architecture" then assumes three principal strategies for 
carrying out this difficult task. These strategies reflect the 
complex character of architecture as process, fora, and content. 

The segregation cause by spatial, social, ethnic, age, and 
economic class separations have been pointed to as causing 
"environmental opaci ty". Given this opacity, the complexity of 
modern life, and the narrowness of each individual's view from 
within it, architecture becomes crucial as a method of 
integration (Hatch 9). Why is integration so important? First, 
inteqration is a process, not an end product. It is a process 
whereby individuals participate and enjoy experiences similar to 
their peers; integration is not being forced into impossible 
competition. It is a means of providing people with 
opportunities to upgrade skills and confidence by choice. It is 
the process of ideas and ideals being exchanged from one society 
to another, or within a society, in the hope of understanding and 
improvement (Hutchison 32). What better way of stimulating such 
integration than tapping into those opportunities for which 
leisure activities present . 

Narural and Man-Made 
Environments 

Economic 
Physiological 

Policy and Management Information Nuds • 
Leisure 

Time 
Activity State of Mind 

Production Process 

Social 
Environmental Pyschological 

Valuation Process 

V d ue or Wonh 

Societal Values 
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The task of architecture as form, then, is to make legible the 
institution, relationships, and values that are at the heart of 
social life. In this view, architecture becomes important as a 
source of information. Abstract entities like the state, the 
system of justice, and morality, are important elements in the 
vast social structure of which we are a part. These must be 
expressed in a manner that makes them available to the realm of 
critical consciousness without thought (Hatch 9). The 
architecture (for this program, a community center) thus becomes 
a microcosm for such integration. 

Therefore the end result should be a facility which leads to an 
over-riding sense of distinctive identity. An symbol if you 
will, which those of the community for which it is intended can 
comfortable associate with. As Mumford described such 
architecture, "citizens share their understanding of themselves 
through that medium, and they were transformed in the process: a 
dialectic of self-representation and self-realization through 
form"(Blake 219). As a leisure facility, it becomes a realm of 
social life in which the meanings of the society and culture are 
celebrated, communicated, and reinforced. It is a place where 
the necessary learning process in which shared symbols and values 
are communicated in the drama of celebration of festival, 
integrated activity, and remembrance can occur (Driver 420). The 
symbolic language may be transmitted through form, color, music, 
gesture, and material. Since leisure is considered to be learned 
behavior, because it is the adoption of the symbols and 
constructions of a culture, this comfort or sense of belonging is 
necessary, since one is more apt to pursue self-betterment in an 
environment where there are no distractions of feeling misplaced 
(Jackson 92). 
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FROM VALQES TO SPACES 

As Robert Hershberger put it, "Programming should be the primary 
time when values are identified, considered, debated, and 
ultimately accepted, rejected, and prioritized"(Preiser 8). 
Programming should be the first positive step toward achieving 
the type of architecture as described previously. In doing so, 
we first need to define what constitutes a value. 

Values are principles, standards, or qualities which are 
considered worthwhile or desirable. Since these are often 
subjective, values are as varied as the people who adhere to 
them. However, when a particular value or set of values are 
shared by more than one person or group, then it can be said that 
these individuals belong to the same "system": i.e. cultural, 
political, community ••• (Slattery 80). 

As indicated earlier, the function of this facility is to promote 
integration by communicating a set a values for which are shared 
by the surrounding people. Thus such communication depends upon 
the operation of deeply shared typifications concerning the 
definition of the human, the social, and the natural contexts. 
When imbedded in a common language, these typifications expand 
into a circle of shared understanding and coexperienced meaning. 
We receive a sense of what is appropriate, what is right, and 
what is fitting. These meanings are solidified in experience and 
are mediated through language (Harrod 80). In short, the 
facility should occasion these values. 

The problem which now arises, since individuals respond to 
leisure and recreation settings in different ways due to 
variations in values, is what's the common setting? Not only 
does the variety of values cause complication, but the changing 
of values over time as well. As Joseph Plummer notes, in western 
society especially, there is a noticeable pattern of people 
moving away from traditional values toward a new value system. 

TRADITIONAL 

self-denial ethic 
higher standard of living 
traditional sex roles 
accepted definition of success 
traditional family life 
faith in industry, institutions 
live to work 
hero worship 
expansionism 
patriotism 
unparalleled growth 
industrial growth 
receptivity to technology 
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NEW 

self-fulfillment ethic 
better quality of life 
blurring of sex roles 
individualized definition 
alternative families 
self-reliance 
work to live 
love of ideas 
pluralism 
less nationalistic 
growing sense of limits 
information/service growth 
technology orientated 



Coupled with this, we have seen an 30% increase in immigration to 
the U.S. from the 70's through the SO's, an increase in the 
elderly population while the average number of children per 
family decrease, and an enormous increase in the number of women 
entering the labor force (Plummer 7) . Not only has society in 
general been changed due to all of these factors, but the way we 
examine leisure and leisure facility planning as well. 

Time 

PAST AND 
PRESENT 

FUTURE ,____ ___ 

Values and 
Attitudet 

DOMINANT 
SOCIAL 

PARADIGM 

NEW 
ENV IRON
MENTAL 

PARADIGM 

Type of 
Society 

CONSUMER 
SOCIETY 

CONSERVER 
SOCIETY 

Characteristics of 
Leisure & Recreation 

• Centralized 
• Facility-oriented 
• Equipment-intensive 
• Mechanized 
• Standardized 
• Consumptive 
• Exploitative 
• High energy use 
• Quick thrills 
• Competition with 

others 

• Decentralized 
• Environmentally oriented 
• Low equipment intensity 
• Non-mechanized 
• Individualistic 
• Non-consumptive 
• Non-exploitative 
• Low energy use 
• Long-term self

fufillment 
• Competition with self 

For most facilities today, there must as much freedom as possible 
to account for such a large array of users . Advocacy and 
plurali sm are becoming accepted dimensions of the planning and 
decision-making process. It is no longer enough for government 
or creators of institutions to do things for some people. It 
must do things for and with all people in mind (Goodale 136). 
However, in the case of community centers, if too much freedom is 
given, then it will take on a generic characteristic, thus 
defeating the purpose of becoming symbolic. However, even within 
a particular culture or ethnic context, there are a multiple of 
leisure environments which need to be established if the facility 
is to efficiently provide the necessary experiences for which one 
is to develop. In a physical sense, there are environments which 
are natural and constructed, open and confining, quiet and 
clamorous, inviting and forbidding. In a social context, there 
are environments which are solitary and intensely interactive, 
silent and communicative, unstructured and rule-intensive, 
cooperative and competitive , exploratory and role-rigid , strange 
and familiar, comfortable and threatening, massive and intimate. 
In a mental context, there are spaces which are relaxed and 
tense, detached and intensely involved, preoccupied and 
exhibitionistic, free and conforming, excited and bored, seeking 
novelty or defensive, sensual or rational (Goodale: by John Kelly 
208). 

14 



Therefore, in order to determine what type of spaces need to be 
included in this community center, and the character these 
spaces, we must discover the demographics of the targeted 
population. Once the types of people are know, then either 
through personal contact or by reasonable assumption, we can 
determine the values which have culminated, and thus apply this 
knowledge to the design. Such demographics include: ethnicity, 
economic level, age, gender, and profession. Besides the 
cultural context to be addressed, the physical and natural 
contexts need to be addressed as well. The understanding and 
forecasting of leisure needs are enhance tremendously by knowing 
about the relevant values for which we are trying to determine, 
and ultimately translate them into recreational choices. Key 
questions include: "What are the society's present values?, How 
do they affect recreation and leisure choices?, How are they 
changing?, and What are the implications of these changes for 
recreation and leisure?" (Jackson 359). Below are examples of 
how_ these connections can be made. or at least forcasted. 

Technique 

Speculation 

1-rend 
Extrapolation 

Respondent 
Assessment 

Delphi 
Technique 

Scenario 
Writing 

Comparative 
Method 

Spatial Models 

Cross-Sectional 
Analysis 

Composite 
Methods 

Description 

. 
Infonned judgement of 
administrators, planners, and 
experts. 

Extension of past changes in 
behavior into the future. 

Asks respondents to surveys 
which pursuits they plan, 
or would like, to take up. 

Seeks judgements of experts. 
Feeds back findings, seeking 
any changes to judgements. 
Can go several rounds. 

Construction of alternative 
possible futures on basis of 
key variables and their 
interrelationships. 

Principal Strengths 

Draws upon experience. 
Source of ideas for both research 
and policymaking. 

Simple and effective in surprise
free short-tenn forecasting. 

Indicates preferences and 
aspirations of leisure 
participants. 

Distills expert views on the 
future. Iterative process often 
brings forth "new" ideas. 

Offers a range and variety of 
alternatives as the basis for 
policymaking. 

Assumes that future developments In a "shrinking" world, some 
in a society can be predicted by trends do, indeed, cross 
reference to current conditions in national and cultural boundaries. 
a more advanced society. 

Mathematical representations of 
leisure travel employed to predict 
spatial need for leisure 
opportunities. 

Examines participation among 
a cross-section of a population. 
Forecasts changes in participation 
on basis of forecasts of clianges in 
composition of population. 

Combinations of two or more of 
the above techniques. 

Produces precise forecasts of 
behavior relative to specific 
facilities and areas. 

Recognizes that leisure 
participation differs for different 
segments of a population. 

The strengths of one technique 
may compensate for the 
limitations of another. 
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Principal Limitations 

Frequent confusion between prediction 
and prescription. · 

Cannot account for sudden changes. 
Often, past data do not go far enough 
back in time to be reliable. 

Does not distinguish between "wishful 
hope" and firm intention. 
Ignores real world constraints. 

Depends heavily on the "vision" of the 
experts. Frequent confusion between 
prediction and prescription. 

Cannot account easily for sudden 
changes. Requires "global" or holistic 
capabilities among writers. 

Does not really account for cultural, 
political, historical, and environmental 
differences between countries. 

Deals principally with "micro-level" 
concerns (i.e. particular activities/ 
facilities). Needs large amounts of 
varied data. Expensive process. 

Does not forecast changes in leisure 
participation directly. Does not 
account for changes in supply. 
Expensive process. 

Limitations of 1echnique could 
compound each other. Requires 
extensive knowledge. Frequently, 
an expensive process. 



GOALS & OBJBCTIVES 

By conducting social research techniques, one can measure leisure 
behavior in terms of preference or satisfaction for different 
types of activities or environments. Once these preferences have 
been determined, they can be translated into dimensions of time, 
space, and activity for each of the different types of 
populations. How well these dimensions are articulated, will 
translate into the effectiveness of these spaces. According to 
Gold, (Gold1 45), this social research can be divided into four 
approaches: 

1. research approach- this deals with the physical and 
natural factors 

2. activity approach- this deals with cultural and social 
factors 

3. economic approach- this deals with fiscal resources and 
feasibility 

4. behavioral approach- this deals with individual intrinsic 
and desired factors and goals 

Each group that has been formulated, requires certain types and 
amounts of resources in order to provide needed opportunities. 
For example, the elderly will most likely desire quiet areas 
where seating is provided and wide visibility of the goings-on 
around them. Not only should spaces be designed based on the 
current demographics and values, but for future needs and changes 
as well. Also, the opportunities for which this facility is to 
provide must be made available all year and most of each day. 

From a physical design standpoint, the aesthetic quality, outside 
and inside, must be considered throughout the planning stages. 
Aesthetic appeal can be achieved inside the facility through the 
selection of appropriate colors, textures, and materials for 
floors, walls, and ceilings. With the need of exterior spaces, 
comes the need to design with a long east-west orientation. This 
allows for greater period of time for the sun to pass over and to 
the south of a facility than if the building had a north-south 
orientation (Flynn 215). Some other design ideals, based on 
Goodale and Witt's research, include: sidewalks should be 
widened, traffic lanes should be reduced and traffic speed cut by 
means of speed bumps, suitable space should be provided for 
sitting, playing games, and congregating around activity nodes 
such as bookmobile stops, and ice cream vendors. These spaces 
should be suitably paved, well lighted, equipped with mailboxes, 
telephone booths, and trash containers. There should be 
landscaping and trees, or some other shading devices. Steps 
should be wide enough for comfortable seating and ramps need to 
be provided for the disabled. Adequate parking is always a must 
(Goodale 255). 

For an accurate account of what present facilities lack and what 
new facilities should include, questionaires such as the 
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following can be distributed 
to each household for which 
the facility affects, and 
then concentrate on those 
areas which gained the highest 
response, good or bad. 

(Gold1 274-276) 

QS QS& Q6 Q7 

NUMBER OF 
TIMES USED 

NAMES OF FACILITIES 

POOL PARK CENTER 

a Don't know about facility or its 
programs 

b Not open the r ight times 

c Toofaraway 
. 

d It's too crowded 

e It's not attractive 

f Costs too much to go there 

g Too dangerous there 

h Do not l ike other users 

i Personal health 

j Activities not interesting 

-· .. 
Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 

LENGTH ACTIVITY METHOD TRANSPORTATION 
OF ENJOYED OF TIME 

SEX AGE FACILITY LAST MONTH STAY MOST TRANSPORTATION ONE-WAY 

Pool 

Park 

Center 

Pool 

Park 

Center 

- .. - -- --- ·- -- -
FACILITY VERY DON'T 

NAME CHARACTERISTICS GOOD GOOD FAIR POOR KNOW . 
i) Hours of operation 

iiJ Cleanliness 

iiiJ Condition of equipment --
iv) Helpfulness and attitude of personnel 

v) Amount of space 

vi) Safety 

vii) Overall rating 

ii Hours of operation 

iii Cleanliness 

iii) Condition of equipment 

iv) Helpfulness and attitude of personnel -·- ·-·- - -
v) Amount of space 

vi) Safety ~ viiJ Overall rat ing 
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once analized, the obtained information needs to be synthesized 
and integrated into design concepts. During this design process, 
there are a some specific terms which need to be considered 
(Lancaster 46). 

participation rate: The percentage of a given population that 
will participate in a specific activity . 

- participation days: The average number of times each individual 
user will participate in a recreation activity during a year. 

- demand: The number of people who can reasonably be expected to 
attend or participate in a particular recreation activity 
during a year. 

- design day: An average weekend day during a peak season of use 
for a particular activity. 

- design capacity: The percentage of participation days that can 
be expected to occur in a specific activity on a design day. 

- spatial standards: Reasonable capacities of recreation 
facilities or areas by spatial unit at any given time. 

- turnover rates: The number of times a recreation activity 
spatial unit can be used during a single day. 

- facility need: the total number of spatial units required to 
accommodate a particular activity. 

Overall, when completed, the facility should be easily recognized 
yet not out of place. It should be integrated with the natural 
and social landscapes, rather than disregarding all sense of the 
established equilibrium or hinder the natural order of the 
surrounding area. And finally, as this thesis suggests, it 
should attain a quality of comfort and trust from its patrons 
through the incorporation of the community's values in its 
design. Such values includes those of: pride and status, 
cohesion ans social betterment, aesthetic betterment, increase in 
culture and education, personal growth, personal safety and 
welfare, relief from stress related roles and environments, and 
above all--happiness and enjoyment. 
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THESIS CASE STUDIES 

NATIONAL URBAN REGREATION STUDY 
OF DALLAS/FORT WORTH: 1977 

Bureau of Outdoor Recreation & 
The National Park Service 

The purpose of these national urban studies was to determine 
recreation issues and problems in various cities and that the 
results could be analized to determine alternative solutions. 

The major objectives to be met on the field studies include: 

- Identify major issues and problems related to parks and 
recreation funding and expenditures 

- Gain jurisdictional and neighborhood perspectives on the 
delivery of services, administrative structures, and 
personnel problems of recreation suppliers 

- Analyze the status of planning, research, and 
environmental programs 

- Assess the adequacy of the existing open-space and 
recreational system 

- Identify and evaluate significant potential open-space 
opportunities in the sudy areas 

- Propose alternatives - including organizational 
arrangements and legal tchniques at each level of 
government and in the private sector, as appropriate - for 
providing recreational areas and protecting open space and 
natural and cultural resources 

- Gain a "grass roots" perception of the particular area as 
perceived by the local inhabitants in order to get a 
better feel of desires and problems 

This study has led to the result of new tennis centers in Dallas, 
Grand Prairie, Fort worth, and Plano in response to demand. New 
recreational centers like those in Kiest Park, Harmon Field Park, 
and Sycamore are also examples of public response to the study 
when made available to the public 
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RAVENSWOOD PARK 
East Palo Alto, California 

design firm: Jack Buktenica Associates 

Ravenswood Park is a 5-acre site which had been designed to 
reflect an African theme assigned by the recreation district in 
harmony with the historical background of the community. The 
native African hut, African animals, and African plant materials 
were used as the dominant imagery to establish the theme. 

Three "hut-kiosks" were grouped together in the pre-school play 
area to form an intimate sense of space that shelters the play 
apparatus. One kiosk contains a bird cage or mini-aviary. A 9-
foot tall wooden giraffe serves as a support for the tot swings. 
other African animals are cast in a concrete wall that also 
serves to enclose the space. 

The "hut-kiosks" as a single unit repeats itself at the senior 
citizen area and houses built-in tables with checker boards in 
the tile tops. A shuffle board is located close by. The kiosk 
is repeated again at the park entrance along with seating. 

In the overall design, the park loosely depicts the traditional 
arrangement of a Native African community or tribal camp. 
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Kiosk sheltered play area with giraffe support for swings. 

Play area under kiosk structure at Ravenswood Park. 

22 



Two additional views of Ravenswood Park. 
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PHISICAI./BUILT CONTEXT 

THE SITE: 

The site chosen for this project is one which is adjacent to 
Woodlawn Lake, in San Antonio. The lake is located about 
ten miles northwest of the downtown area. Woodlawn Lake is 
bordered by the major streets of: Woodlawn Ave. on the north, 
culebra Ave. on the south, Zarzamora St. on the east, and Wilson 
Blvd. on the west. There is also a road, Josephine Tobin Drive, 
which runs along the perimeter of the lake itself. Specifically, 
the plot of land for which the facility will be placed is located 
on a slightly jutting pe~insula on the west side of the lake. 

' 

PO~ 

Buel 

. .. . Btl. ' 

EXISTING FACILITIES: 

Presently, there are two facilities around the lake which require 
mentioning. One is a small complex, on the east side of the 
lake, which is run by the San Antonio Parks and Recreation 
Services. This complex was established in the late sixties and 
includes a gymnasium with supporting rooms such as lockers and 
showers, a small classroom, a kitchen area adjacent to the gym 
(no dining space per se), and a outdoor pool and store house 
surrounded by chain-link fencing. ~ ····-···----- ··-- ···· · 
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The use of this facility is primarily restricted to Park and 
Recreation Service sponsored programs. It is generally not open 
to the public, though requests for rental can be done on a night 
(after 5:00) and weekend basis only. The programs that are 
conducted here are mainly involved with the physically 
handicapped (from down syndrome to biplegic adults and children), 
as well as the seeing and hearing impaired. They include 
athletic development, sports, dances, and workshops. The 
facility is operated from March through November, with the pool 
open from May to Labor Day. The last Tuesday of every month the 
classroom and kitchen is opened and reserved for the meeting of 
The Woodlawn Lake Association. 

This building has attempted to reflect the dominant hispanic 
influence of the area by using stone and orange shingles, but 
beyond these superficials, it is not much more than a box with a 
one large interior volume, and is in a state of great disrepair. 
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The other facility to be mentioned is the Peacock Community 
center (see map pg. ). It is located on the west side of the 
lake, about three blocks from shore. It and a few adjacent 
blocks use to be the site of the Peacock Military Academy, an 
institution which ceased operations in 1970. The following year, 
it was donated to the Salvation Army. Though most of the 
original structures have been eliminated, the land is still 
operated by the Salvation Army. Today, there stands one of the 
main Salvation Army headquarters and a community center, which 
were established in 1972. 

Unlike the Parks and Recreation facility on the opposite side of 
the lake, the Peacock Community Center deals mostly with the 
children of the surrounding area. The center is open to children 
5 yrs. of age to adults, with their largest number of attendants 
ranging from 9 to 12 yrs. old. However, like its lake-side 
counterpart, this center is not much more than an indoor 
basketball gymnasium, and kitchen, though there are a few 
supplementary spaces used for classrooms and indoor games such as 
billiards and ping-pong. There is also a weight. room as well, 
but is fairly small. The gymnasium is constructed as a metal 
lap-sided structure, similar to a warehouse, with the other 
spaces constructed as brick additions. There has been very 
littl~_ ~hange in the facility since its opening day in 1972. 

In addition to this main building, there is a minor league 
football and baseball field, which is used for outdoor activities 
and Pop Warner sponsored sports. These programs, plus summer day 
camp, educational workshops, and volunteer drives, are reliant on 
the center's income from membership fees and donations. 
According to Bruce Graham, executive director of the Peacock 
Community Center, the limited size of the facility as lead to 
insufficient variation of activities and has "not done as much as 
we'd hoped to do" as far as providing enough services to the 
community and accommodating all the people who do wish to take 
advantage of the center. Even in their promotional pamphlets 
they state: "Diversified programs of educational,.r7c7eational, 
and social activities are offered in adequate facilities under 
the leadership and guidance of qualified personnel." 
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on the specific site chosen, there is presently located several 
small play-fields, including a volley-ball pit, bathrooms, and a 
gazebo. These are located next to a radio transmitter, but that 
is the only association this area has. There is no physical nor 
easily assumed connection to the community center. In fact, this 
area is not run by the center, and is a separate entity which is 
maintained and used openly by the public . Additionally, there is 
a paved trail which runs the perimeter. The trail is scenic and 
attracts joggers and cyclists, but it too is in need of 
resurfacing. 

1. Peacock Center 2. existing playfield 

3 . Parks & Recreation Center 4. Woodlawn Dam 

THE PHYSICAL NEIGHBORHOOD 

The Woodlawn Lake area, as defined by the San Antonio Planning 
Dept., is surrounded mostly by dense low income housing (median 
value approx. $39,000). There are 1,697 homes, 956 owner 
occupied, 577 renter occupied, and 164 vacant. Of these, 1,271 
are 1-unit detached homes, 72 are 1-unit attached homes, 176 have 
2 to 4 units, 29 have 5 to 9 units, 124 with 10 or more units, 
and 25 mobile homes or trailers . 

Along the fringes of this defined area are located three 
elementary schools: Fenwick Elementary to the southwest, Woodlawn 
Elementary to the northeast, and Little Flower Catholic School to 
the southeast. Most of the convenient commercial resources can 
be found to the west and south along Culebra and Bandera road, 
about twelve blocks away. 
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RESPONSE 

In short, though there are leisure facilities already existing 
within the targeted community, neither has fully or successfully 
met the potential for ideal leisure experience nor has 
established themselves to the point of being known outside the 
immediate community. The proposed project's main goal, then, is 
to capitalize and go beyond what these facilities have been able 
to accomplish. As indicated by Mr. Graham and examining the 
programs of the Parks and Recreation facility, there is a 
definite need for a greater number of recreational spaces, as 
well as better suited. For instance, there is very little to 
entice the elderly to take part in these centers. Classroom 
settings, open "living-room" type spaces, and a year round 
swimming pool would help tremendously. Also, it is surprising to 
find that there are no designated soccer fields or goals, since 
soccer is a very popular sport in the the hispanic culture. 

With this increase, not only more members of a particular group 
can participate, but more groups in general can as well. The 
quality of this facility must be clearly shown from its physical 
design. The "warehouse" aesthetic of the Peacock Community 
center, though functional, detracts greatly from the "assumed 
quality" of its spaces and programs. There is nothing physically 
special about this facility for which the community can be proud 
of. The Parks and Recreation complex has a closer aesthetic tie 
to the community, but its management and programs isolate it from 
public use. 
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NATURAL CONTEXT 

THE LAKE: 

The lake is the result of the damming of the Alazon Creek, a 
mostly dry creek that does flood quickly during heavy rains. The 
dam and spillway is located on the south side of the lake (see 
map). Because the water is usually stagnant, the lake itself has 
not been deemed swimmable and has overgrown with lilypads and 
algae in several areas. Reasons for not making the lake 
swimmable, as cited by the managers of the mentioned facilities, 
include that open swimming would require the cost of lifeguard 
supervision and continual cost to maintain the cleanliness of the 
lake. Swimming programs by each of the facilities would also 
include the expense of a lifeguard, as well as added insurance, 
an expense that neither is willing to accept. 

THE LAND AROUND THE LAKE: 

The land surrounding the shores of the lake is predominantly open 
field, with a few patches of oak, ceder, and willow trees. This 
field is about one block in width, with little grade other than 
steep banks, and surrounds all sides of the lake except the south 
side. Along the other sides, it provides for the only natural 
barrier between the residencies and the lake itself. 
As mentioned before, the field which resides on the peninsula has 
been converted to play areas and that near the community center 
to a football and baseball field. 

CLIMATE/WEATHER: 

San Antonio 

ave.rain ave . high ave.low #days #days 
month (in. l temp. temp. >90° <32° 

Jan. 1.17 61.7 39 . 0 0 9 
Feb. 2.68 66.3 42.4 0 5 
Mar. 5.17 73.7 49.8 1 2 
Apr. 4.52 80.3 58.8 2 0 
May. 3.28 85.5 65.5 8 0 
Jun. 1 . 18 91.8 72.0 22 0 
Jul. 8.29 94.9 74.3 28 0 
Aug. 1.30 94.6 73 . 7 28 0 
Sep. 3.70 89.3 69 . 4 17 0 
Oct. 3.71 81.5 58 . 9 0 0 
Nov. 3.11 70.7 48 . 2 0 2 
Dec. .20 64.6 41.4 0 6 
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RESPONSE: 

There is ample space for kite flying, frisbee tossing, and 
playing pick-up games of touch football. Because there is a lack 
of physical barriers between the residencies and these fields, 
there is a great sense of connection. This connection needs to 
be maintained and considered when designing the proposed 
community center. Also, there should be provided ample bench 
seating so that people, especially the elderly, can enjoy the 
popular leisure act of observing and admiring the scenery and 
other people. Night lighting should also be considered. There 
is a present need for increased fixtures, from a safety 
standpoint, but equally important is the articulation and 
accentuation of the lake's potential beauty from a night 
perspective, such as the light patterns of the new facility and 
surrounding area being reflected off the water's surface. This 
adds not only an added sense of beauty, but pride and nostalgia 
as well. 
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POPULATIOH/CULTURAI. CON'J.'EXT 

AGE GROUPINGS FOR SELECTED TRACT: 

range 

under 5 yrs. 
5 to 17 yrs. 

18 to 18 yrs. 
21 to 24 yrs. 
25 to 29 yrs. 
30 to 34 yrs. 
35 to 39 yrs. 
40 to 44 yrs. 
45 to 49 yrs. 
50 to 54 yrs. 
55 to 59 yrs. 
60 to 64 yrs. 
65 to 74 yrs. 
75 to 84 yrs. 

85 and over 

total pop.: 4,885 

number 

439 
1,045 

205 
274 
359 
355 
283 
302 
233 
179 
201 
223 
401 
277 
109 

male: 
female: 

percent 

9% 
21.4% 

4.2% 
5.6% 
7.3% 
7.3% 
5.8% 
6.2% 
4.8% 
3.7% 
4.1% 
4.6% 
8.2% 
5.7% 
2.2% 

2,267 
2,618 

under 18: 
65 and up: 

1,484/30.4% 
787/16.1% median age: 31.7 

DIVISION OF POPULATION BY RACE: 

type 

White 
Black 
Native American 
Asian or Pacific 
other race 

number 

3,421 
125 

15 
52 

1,272 

# of Hispanic Origin: 4,211 
I Non-Hispanic White: 499 

RACE OF HOUSEHOLDER: 

type 

White 
Black 
Native American 
Asian or Pacific 
other 

Hispanic origin 

number 

1,085 
54 

5 
13 

376 

1,252 

33 

percent 

70.0% 
2.6% 

.3% 
1.1% 

26.0% 

86.2% 
10.2% 

percent 

70.8% 
3.5% 

.3% 

.8% 
24.5% 

81.7% 



HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPES: 

type nuinber percent 

married couple families 
family, male householder 
family, female householder 

with children 
nonf amily households 
single member households 

age 65 or older 

ave. persons per household: 3.11 

MEDIAN INCOME OF SELECTED TRACT: 

per household: $16,719 

818 
68 

286 
166 
361 
329 
205 

53.4% 
4.4% 

18.7% 

23.5% 

per family: $20,236 

48% of selected population is labeled as dependent 

BEYOND THE NUMBERS: 

This is predominantly a very traditional hispanic community. The 
nearby church always receives a good showing, and occasionally 
there are cultural festivities and celebrations which are held 
around the lake area, such as Battle of the Flowers and Cinco de 
Mayo. However, beyond special holidays, the lake's use is kept 
to fair-weather joggers and Pop Warner leagues. 

As indicated by Bruce Graham, the patron age group of 15 to 24 is 
very small due to high gang activity. The attitude of this age 
group is one which usually results from having a struggling 
childhood. There is a need for instant gratification, which can 
be achieved easily and without sacrifice to rules and schedules. 
These young people also find the need to feel important and 
strong, usually from the lack of such from each of their 
childhoods. Also, gang activity traditionally takes place at 
night, a time when such members feel safe and inconspicuous. It 
is also a time when such members are freed from any obligations 
to family and/or school, if such obligations are present. 

RESPONSE : 

Recreation and sport programs have been proven in the past to be 
ideal in directing gang related activity into positive energy. 
Since sport implies basic cultural values, it has the potential 
to pass these values on to its participants. When exposed at a 
young age, children can become more achievement-motivated from 
such programs and sports. As the children grow older under such 
conditions, they increase their socialization skills and gain an 
insight into the underlying structure of the society, its social 
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norms, and its values (Lowe; by Lushen 28). However, there must 
be must be adequate facilities, proper size, number of spaces and 
exciting articulation, if the older youth is to find any interest 
in participating. Beyond the structure, such programs need to 
stem into the late hours, later than 9:00 or 10:00, if they are 
to attract anyone from these gangs who wish to attend. There is 
a definite relationship between the number and type of recreation 
opportunities and social disorders such as crime, violence and 
mental disease (Gold2 41). According to this program, the 
Woodlawn area is deemed as "lacking" these requirements. 

Architecturally speaking, other than the Parks and Recreation 
complex, the church, and nearby cheap Mexican food restaurants, 
there is not a whole lot which signifies that this neighborhood 
is rich with Hispanic culture and values. If such architecture 
can be coupled with the already existing traditions, there is no 
telling how viable this area can become and how prominent it may 
become in the future. 
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KIWANIS PARK 
Tempe, Arizona 

CONTEXT CASE STUDIES 

design firm: Jack Buktenica Associates 

Kiwanis Park is a 127 acre community park, narrow and 1 mile 
long. It acts as a buffer between residential areas on the east 
and a foundry on the west. The original site was flat 
agricultural fields and 300,000 cubic yards of soil was moved to 
create topographic interest and mounding that will separate park 
activities from the residential neighborhood. A 20 acre lake 
collects storm-water runoff in addition to serving several 
recreational activities. The water level of the lake is 8 feet 
below the existing curb and sidewalk. With the mounding there is 
a total elevation change of 30 feet. The higher elevations 
provide a view of the town and valley. 

The park has a historical theme based upon local history. A play 
stream that flows into the lake is symbolic of the Salt River 
which borders the north side of the city of Tempe. A bridge over 
the play stream resembles the first trestle bridge to cross the 
Salt River several decades ago. The Ferry Boat Landing play 
structure in the stream is a copy of the original ferry boat that 
crossed the Salt River at Haydens Landing before any bridges had 
been built. The Haydens Mill play structure is an abstract 
version of the original Haydens Mill which was water driven. The 
town of Tempe was founded by the family of Senator Haydens. 

A victorian boat house was designed that reflects the victorian 
architecture of the original farm house on the site. This boat 
house will contain the boating concession, a quality restaurant 
with meeting rooms, and a public sun deck overlooking the lake. 

Other facilities in the park include a 15 tennis court complex, a : 
four diamond "wagon wheel" ball-field complex, soccer fields, 
gymnasium, teen center, aquatics center, group and individual 
picnic areas, fishing docks, and a friendship garden for the 
Sister Cities program. 

(Walker 3) 
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GRASSLAWN PARK 
Redmond, Washington 

design firm: Jongejan/Gerrard/McNeal 

Grasslawn is a large 32 acre multi-use park. It is located in a 
residential area along a major arterial where it has been the 
center of community activity since its completion. 

Facilities include three softball fields (two lighted) with 
spectator areas, six tennis courts (three lighted), an all
weather soccer field (also lighted) and outdoor basketball 
courts. In addition, two areas have play equipment for less 
structured activities. There is also a jogging trail, a fitness 
course, picnic tables and game tables. A large meadow is used 
for picnics and informal games, and a domed shelter is available 
for group picnics. A building provides restrooms and a 
service/maintenance area. 

Although much of Grasslawn Park is designed for organized and 
structured play, about a third of the site has been left in an 
almost wild state. Early in the planning of the park community 
residents requested the retention of the wooded areas of the 
site. A small parking area serves this part of the park while a 
larger one is located near the athletic fields. 

Much of the site was wit and boggy most of the year requiring the 
installation of an extensive sub-surface drainage system before 
the athletic fields could be built. Earth forms (or mounds) were 
used to separate activity areas and conto~r the flat site thus 
permitting simultaneous activities to occur. 

Because the park is in a residential neighborhood, lighted fields 
were grouped in an area where they could be screened as much as 
possible. Rows of trees were planted to screen lighted courts 
from neighbors and also to divide fields within the park. To 
reinforce the park-like aspects of the site and to blend with its 
surroundings, wood and wire-mesh fencing was throughout. 

(Walker 15) 
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Timber play structure in a wooded environment. 

-- -Picnic shelter at Grass Lawn Park. 
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ACTIVITIES AND PARTICIPANTS 

In order to understand and properly design spaces for a 
functional recreation/leisure facility, one must relate an 
activity to an area (the site) and its people through a process 
(planning), and then compare the relationship to established 
space standards. Some techniques which can be used to make these 
determinations include: 

- surveys to determine what people are not using public 
parks and why 

- surveys of children and teenagers to find out their 
specific desires, values and perceptions of things, 
activities and the environment 

- surveys of parents and teachers to determine what goals 
and values they would like or are asked to promote 

- photographic time-sequence analysis of both public 
recreational areas and streets to record use, problems and 
potentials 

- aerial photography to inventory vegetation, circulation 
and recreational use patterns of given areas of the 
entire planning unit (areas which are most worn through 
use) 

In doing so, at least to the best of my ability, the following 
have been decided upon as this facility's primary and secondary 
activities and participants. 

PRIMARY: 

Activity 

outdoor: 
- constructed play 

(climbing, exploring, sand box ••• ) 
- basketball 
- soccer 
- baseball/softball 
- volleyball 

men & 
men & 
men & 
men & 

Targeted Group 

children age 3-10 

women ages 10-45 
women ages 10-35 
women ages 10-55 
women ages 16-50 

indoor: 
- constructed play children age 3-10 and elderly 

(board games, puzzles, painting ••. ) 
basketball 
volleyball 

- swimming 

men & women ages 10-45 
men & women ages 16-50 

children through elderly 
children and adults education programs 

(for tutoring, and learning disabilities) 
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- arts and crafts 
- aerobics/exercise 
- meeting rooms/seminars 

SECONDARY: 

Activity 

outdoor: 
- touch football 

dodgeball 
hop-scotch/jump-rope 
frisbee throwing 
kite flying 
bike riding 
jogging/walking 
sitting/watching 
picnicking/celebrations 

indoor: 
- pool/billiards 
- table tennis 
- video games/pin-ball 
- watching television 
- rope climbing 

children to elderly 
men & women ages 16-65 

community organizations 

Targeted Group 

children ages 10-25 
children ages 5-16 
children ages 5-16 
children age 10-20 

children age 10 to adults 
men & women of all ages 

men & women age 18-65 
parents and elderly 

families and social groups 

children age 16 to adults 
children age 12 to 25 
children age 8 to 20 

men & women of all ages 
children age 8-16 

* ALL ACTIVITIES ARE INTENDED FOR BOTH DAYCARE/PROGRAM PURPOSES, 
AS WELL AS OPEN USAGE BY THE PUBLIC, INCLUDING THE HANDICAPPED. 
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ACTIVITY ANALYSIS 

with each activity listed comes a set of benefits and expected 
results for which each participant is seeking from that activity. 
By looking at each activity in this manner, certain design 
criteria may result. Below is a list and analysis of categories 
for probable benefits to certain recreation, followed by the 
their application in describing each of the facility's activities 
(Driver 79, Jackson 391) 

CATEGORIES: 

A - personal development: 
1. self-actualization 7. spiritual growth 
2. self-reliance 8. aesthetic enhancement 
3. value-clarification 9. learning 
4. humility 10. achievement 
5. leadership 11. challenge 

B - social bonding 
1. family kinship 4 . group solidarity 
2. kinship with others 5. cultural awareness 
3. meeting new people 6. nurturance 

c - therapeutic/healing 
1. clinical problems 
2. stress/tension meditation 
3. physical rest/relaxation/quiet 

o - physical fitness 
1. exercise 
2. health 
3. body shape 

E - sti.ml1ation 
1. fun 
2. excitement 
3. creativity 

F - security 
1. escape crowds/privacy 

4. adventure/fantasy 
s. exploration 
6 . general stimulation 

2 . escape noise/tranquility 
3. familiarity(people,location ••• ) 

G - service 
1. teaching/sharing skills 
2. teaching/sharing knowledge 
3. watching/caring for others 

H - solitude 
1. escape crowds/privacy 
2, escape noise/tranquility 
3. meditation 
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ACTIVITY AND BENEFIT DESCRIPTION: 

priaary activities 
- constructed play outdoors: 
- constructed play indoors: 
- basketball: 
- soccer: 
- baseball/softball: 
- volleyball: 
- swimming: 
- aerobics/exercise: 
- education programs: 
- arts and crafts: 
- meetings/seminars: 

secondary activities 
- touch football: 

dodgeball: 
hopscotch/jump-rope: 
frisbee: 
bike riding: 
jogging/walking: 
sitting/watching: 
picnicking/celebrations: 
billiards: 
table tennis: 
video games/pin-ball: 
watching television: 
rope climbing: 

A,B,C,D,E 
A,B,C,E 
A,B,O,E,H 
A,B,O,E 
A,B,D,E 
A,B,D,E 
A,C,D,H 
A,B,C,D 
A,B,C,E,G,H 
A,B,E,G,H 
B,F,G 

A,B,O,E 
A,B,D,E 
A,B,E,H 
B,E,H 
O,E,F,H 
D,E,F,H 
A,C,F,H 
B,F,H 
A,B,E,H 
A,B,E,H 
A,E,F,H 
B,C,E,G,H 
A,D,E,H 

Now with a brief understanding of what kinds of desired outco•es 
or qualities we want to achieve, design strategies and concepts 
can emerge for the development of each of individual spaces, as 
well as the relationships between spaces. The following section 
will focus on this physical space development for those 
activities mentioned. 
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constructed play 
(indoor) 

constructed play 
(outdoor) 

' 

SPACE DEVBLOPJIENT 

This space should be one which will support 
confined locomotor, manipulative, and 
cognitive skills. This would require the 
provision for varied board games, puzzles, 
painting, and other individual and group 
activities which are designed for the 
indoors. For safety and noise control, 
this space should allow for 10-15 children, 
ages 3-10, the equipment for which they 
will be engaged in, furniture, and ample 
space for running and adjacent playing. 
This will require about 180 sq.ft.(18 sq.ft. 
per child), with moveable furniture, and 
open in plan. This space should also 
provide for a stimulating enviromnent by 
using a variety of colors, textures, and 
forms. (Bruya 74) 

Like the indoor version, this space should 
support locomotor, manipulative, and 
cognitive skills. This can be achieved in 
two ways: through equipment and through open 
space. Play apparatus should be designed 
with variations in size, enclosure, levels, 
materials, colors, and physical challenges. 

•-•nl'llllF.-. 
,._.,.,~~

fHIDr.Sal'tlllltlll!. 

·There should be a designated area where open 
activities such as dodgeball, hop-scotch, 
and jump-rope can be performed. It should 
be a space which is separate f roa other 
facility activities, yet not isolated. It 
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constructed play 
(outdoor) 

baseball/softball 

soccer 

basketball 
(indoor) 

basketball 
(outdoor) 

should be well lit, visible to monitors, and 
provided with seating for parents and 
c:~aperons • _l Br'::l~a __ 41 , 1_9 8 ) 

COMPLEXITY 
ON THE 

PLAYGROUND 

Structure 
Complexity 

Loose 
Parts 

variations modular soft, colorful, differing dltrerlng 
in size components lightweight shapes texture 
& shape objects 

Organic 
MaterlaJt 

There should be at least two fields, 1.5-2.0 
acres each, with each using the dimensions 
of Little League and 12in. Softball League 
standards . These fields need to have proper 
drainage, night lighting, and an orientation 
which reduces the risk of damaging property 
or losing the ball in the lake. A small set 
of benches or bleachers should also be 
provided. A fence designating the playing 
field may need to included, and if so, it 
should allow for easy accessibility. 

This field's usage should be directed toward 
the youth, since the physical demands are 
too much for most adults. Field size should 
be 330ft.by 195ft., with a total allocation 
of about 2 acres. This field should also be 
lit at night, perhaps sharing those of the 
baseball/softball fields. Ball stoppers 
should also be planned, either by fencin.q or 
natural foliage. 

This will be part of a gyllllasiUll systea, 
with supporting dressing rOOllS and showers. 
The main court should be of collegiate 
standards, 94ft.by soft., with viewinq 
stands for tournaments and circulation space 
all around. This court will need at least 
two permanent goals, with four portable 
goals for maximwa use by all ages. This 
area should also be climate controlled. 

Unlike its indoor counterpart, there cannot 
be any portable goals. Therefore there 
needs to be at least 3 or 4 separate courts, 
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basketball 
(outdoor) 

volleyball 

swimming 

aerobics/exercise 

arts and crafts 

education programs 

meetings/seminars 

auxiliary indoor 
spaces 

preferably close to each other and using 
high school standards. This cluster should 
also be lighted at night. Near by there 
needs to be bench seating and a bubbler. 
All together, this area will be about 30,000 
sq.ft •• 

There is no need for more than two courts. 
Each should be sand or grass courts, and 
lighted as well. The needed space for this 
area will be about s , ooo sq.ft .• 

The pool is to be designed as an indoor 
system. Locker rooms and showers need to be 
included, perhaps in conjunction with the 
basketball/gymnasium system. A laundry room 
will also need to be provided. The pool 
will be of recreational size, about 25 
meters by 16 meters, and have at least 10-15 
ft. of circulation space around it. Pwnps, 
filters, and drainage all need to be 
provided for, about 400 sq. ft. of utility 
space. Seating, both fixed and movable 
needs to be accommodated. A 3 meter spring 
board may be attached at one end of the 
pool, as well as a lifeguard chair. Pebble, 
or some other porus surf ace is preferable to 
tile. 

Ideal dimensions for this space would be 
about 35ft. by 70ft., separate from the 
rest of the facilities activities for sound 
confinement. However, one wall being 
transparent may be desirable, as well as one 
wall with full length and height mirrors. 

Only two rooms are needed to provide enough 
space for these activities. Each should be 
conference room size, about 20ft. by 30ft., 
with closet space. 

Included as indoor spaces should be a t . v. 
lounge which can seat approx . 20 people at a 
time (720sq.ft.), a fully equipped kitchen 
with dining space (770sq.ft.), and ample 
bathroom accommodations other than those of 
the locker rooms (6 stalls for each men and 
women with handicap stall--300sq.ft. each). 
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auxiliary indoor 
spaces 

open outdoor space 

parking 

The main entry should be open enough so that 
once one enters, one can see several 
activity spaces and make an easy approach to 
each one. Also near the entrance there 
should be a off ice and managerial space for 
facility operators. Graphic directions 
should be clearly marked for those spaces 
which are hidden. Lighting standards for 
each of facility's spaces will be given in 
the appendix. 

Much of the open field needs to be preserved 
as such, no designated activity per se . 
This is for the obvious reason of keeping 
the natural beauty in tact for pure visual 
enjoyment and a sense of tranquility. This 
open space acts as a natural transition 
between neighborhood and community center. 
The only man-made disruptions that should be 
allowed are park benches along walking paths 
and possibly a gazebo type structure for 
family outings and cookouts. This gazebo 
can be very important since the hispanic 
culture is very family oriented and will 
celebrate often and in large numbers. One 
possibility would be to set up a pier type 
structure out into the water and use this as 
a cookout area; this would save field space 
as well as be a safeguard against fire. 

On-site parking should provide at least 20 
spaces for patrons and another 6 for 
employees. The two types of parking do not 
need to be separate, other than designation 
by signage . This will take about 4000sq.ft. 
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PQSSIBLE SPACE RRJ,ATIONSHIPS 

- The locker room area could be a pivotal point at which one can 
access several acti vity spaces, such as the basketball 
gymnasium, swimming pool, and office/foyer space. 

- The swimming pool area may have an indoor/outdoor patio space 
for which could act as a transitional area to or act as a sun 
room. This area should be away from the main entrance in order 
to provide a sense of semi-privacy. 

- The gymnasium needs to have direct access , other than from the 
locker rooms, such as a entry close to the office. Other than 
these entries, the gym needs to be fully enclosed so that 
climate control can be efficient and the perspiration odor can 
be contained. 

- The educational, meeting, and arts & crafts spaces should be in 
close proximity to each other, since the goals and atmosphere 
for each is similar. Together they would form the "quiet" part 
of the facility. 

- The office should be close to the main entry and have a waiting 
area. 

- All the indoor spaces need to be connected with wide corridors 
to allow for easy wheelchair access and the travel of many 
people at a time, such as the letting out of a meeting. 

Example of an 
interior lay
out. 

COllatt Streat 
Recreation canter 
Ko1:9anton, ir.c. 

' I 
I 

ON. 

~ · z1~1·x :s•·-z· : 
CLUB RM 
z1·. g•x3•~2· 

FOLDING BLEACHERS 

TiltOPHY CA.Sf a 8ULL[ TIH 1110.t.RD 

L OBBY- L OUNGE 
• 1'.4" x 11·.u• 
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- Each of the outdoor spaces (basketball, soccer, baseball ••• ) 
should be clearly separated and not directly adjacent to each 
other. At least 20 to 30 feet of space is needed as a buffer 
between these areas. This buffer will allow for safe 
circulation between spaces, as well as decrease the chance of 
play stoppage due to balls or other equipment going astray. 

- The outdoor activity spaces should, however, be designed so 
that open field is not wasted and seem unusable. 

- Parking needs to be near the front entrance, however there 
should be a transition inbetween so that one does not go 
directly from parking to the door. Some kind of front walk and 
landscaping will greatly help in connecting the facility with 
the parking lot. Also there should be a drive through lane 
where small buses and vans can drop off passengers. 

- The gazebo area needs to be fairly secluded to allow for 
privacy, away from noise and uninvited guests . 
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FACILITY TXPE CASE STUQIES 

SAHVARO RANCH PARK 
Glendale, Arizona 

design firm: Jack Buktenica Associates 

This park is an 80 acre site, half of which is a historical 
restoration of an early ranch, and half is developed for general 
recreation. The original stucco entrance piers were moved to a 
pedestrian entrance. New piers of the same design, but larger in 
scale were installed for the main entrance to receive the gates, 
entry arch, and security fence. 

In the early days of the Ranch (late 1800's), there was a peacock 
crossing at the entrance to the ranch which was identified with a 
sign . Town folk reportedly came out in the early evening to 
watch the peacocks cross 59th Avenue. Peacocks still live on the 
ranch site in the shelter of the citrus groves. The 10 foot 
diameter steel peacock at the park entrance is an expression of 
this history and serves as the park logo. The wrought iron 
entrance arch is a stylistic detail that was popular in the 
period which the ranch was developed. The entrance piers and 
wrought iron detail repeat at the children's play and group 
picnic areas. 

Cast iron light posts with period fixtures are used along the 
main entrance, the parking lots, and the park paths as an 
expression of the historical period of the ranch. 

The historic pecan grove is the setting for many individual 
picnic sites with barbecues. The major playfields of soccer and 
baseball are recessed to clearly define the space and provide 
slopes for spectator seating on the grass. 

There is also an arbor, done in similar detailing as the gate, 
which provides seating which allows older people to share in the 
joy of the park. custom and manufactured play apparatus is set 
up in individual spaces for each activity. This is accomplished 
by use of play walls, trees, and crating depressed and mounded 
areas. small scale picnic tables are introduced for children to 
create their special picnic experience. full scale picnic tables 
are also included to encourage the entire family to share the 
experience. Where applicable the area could be further secured 
with a complete wrought iron fence with controlled access. 
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Play . irC'a C'ntry structure. 

North section of pfay area. 
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PROJEC'l' COST 

NET SQUATE FEET: 

indoor: constructed play 
basketball court area 

- storage 
swimming pool area 

- optional deck 
- pump & mech. 

locker room area 
aerobics/exercise 
3 arts/crafts/seminar 
lounge 
kitchen\dining 
bathrooms m & w 
off ice 
foyer 

total indoor 

USABLE SQUAE FEET: net x 1.3 = 
GROSS SQUATE FEET: usable x 1.2 = 

MEDIAN COST PER S.F.: 

CONSTRUCTION COST - MAIN FACILITY: 

outdoor: constructed play 
baseball/softball 
soccer field 
basketball courts 
volleyball 
indoor facility 
parking 

total outdoor space 

MEDIAN LAND COST: 

LAND COST FOR CENTER: 

270 sq.ft. 
7,980 sq.ft. 

100 sq.ft. 
6,460 sq.ft. 
1,000 sq.ft. 

400 sq.ft. 
1,300 sq.ft. 
2,450 sq.ft. 
1,800 sq.ft. 

720 sq.ft. 
770 sq.ft. 
600 sq.ft. 
150 sq.ft. 
300 sq.ft. 

24.300 sg.ft. 

31,590 sq.ft. 

37,900 sq.ft. 

$ 70.65 

S~.fl.7Z.fi3:iz00 

1,200 sq.ft. 
4 acres 
2 acres 

30,000 sq.ft. 
8,000 sq.ft. 

37,900 sq.ft. 
4,ooo sq.ft. 

7.7 acres 

$48,000/acre 

SJ69,600z00 

LABOR COST: .15 x canst.cost = $401,6451100 

CONTINGENCY COST .05 x canst.cost = $133,8801100 

TOTAL PROJECT COST $3.582.760.00 
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PROJECT INCOME 

INCOME: Annual memership fees per year 
for 400 members at $17 per member: 

Daily guest fees for 1500 
nonmember visits a year at 
$25 per visit: 

Rental space for organizational 
use for meetings 

Rental of fields by city sport 
leagues 

Donations from Salvation Army 
and Parks and Recreation Dept. 

COST $3,582,760 
PAYBACK = ------ = ----------- = 24 Years 

INCOME $104,300 
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$6,800/yr. 

$37,500/yr. 

$30,000/yr. 

$30,000/yr. 

$1,000,000 
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SITE ALLOCATION 
facility building: 
facility outdoor space: 

FACILITY SPACE SUMMARY 

indoor: constructed play 
basketball court area 

- storage 
swimming pool area 

- optional deck 
- pump & mech. 

locker room area 
aerobics/exercise 
3 arts/crafts/seminar 
lounge 
kitchen/dining 
bathrooms m &: w 
off ice 
foyer 

total 

out:door: constructed play 
baseball/softball 
soccer field 
basketball courts 
volleyball 
indoor facility 
parking 

total 

ACTIVITY/USER PROFILE 

SPACE 

il"Mloor: constructed play 
basketball (GYM) 

bleacher seating 
swi-ing 
educational progra11& 
arts and crafts 
aerobics/exercise 
meeting/seainar rOOJIS 
lOUDCJe 
kitchen/dining 

outdoor: constructed play 
basketball 
soccer 

bleacher seatinq 
baseball/softball 
volleyball 

64 

37,900 sq.ft. 
7 acres 

270 sq.ft. 
7,980 sq.ft. 

100 sq.ft. 
6,460 sq.ft. 
1,000 sq.ft. 

400 sq.ft. 
1,300 sq.ft. 
2,400 sq.ft. 
1,800 sq.ft. 

720 sq.ft. 
770 sq.ft. 
600 sq.ft. 
150 sq.ft. 
300 sq.ft. 

24.000 sg.ft. 

1,200 sq.ft. 
4 acres 
2 acres 

30,000 sq .. ft .. 
8,000 sq .. ft .. 

37,000 sq .. ft .. 
4,000 sq.ft. 

z.z A~M 

IQSIR AT A UJ1E 

10-15 
30-40 

100 
30-40 
10-20 
10-20 
15-25 
10-30 
10-20 
20-30 

15-20 
10-30 
15-30 
20-50 
15-25 
10-15 
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