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"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." 

Lukel2:34 

To Dad, Mom, and Jim 

Thank you for being my treasures. 
Thank you for filling my heart with things too wonderful. 

To my family and friends who continually help and encourage me. 
You are blessings I can never earn. 



One of the hardest times in a parent's life is facing the 
severe illness of a child. To treat their child, many families 
travel hundreds or thousands of miles from home to seek 
medical care. Such a displacement wears on finances and 
on a parent's emotional, spiritual, and physical health. This 
same distance increases the distress of the children 
themselves. Parents must increase the emotional support 
they give while maintaining a positive outlook in front of 
the children. Preserving such an attitude with minimal 
sleep in waiting rooms and hallways only takes a greater 
toll on parent and child. Desiring to help these families, the 
Ronald McDonald House® and the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities ® have taken on the task of creating 
alternatives to counter the increased turmoil. 

One of tbe organizations' goal is to create a 'home away 
from home' for parents and children during hospitalization 
and treatment. Ronald McDonald Houses are found across 
the world, providing a place to rest, to interact, and to find 
some healing away from the hospital. These houses come 
in a variety of forms and strive to be more than just a hotel 
room. Creating environments where parents and children 
feel relaxed can be a difficult task. Many factors come into 
play with people from varied backgrounds. Familiar 
architectural elements can ease tbe transition of living in a 
strange environment. By recognizing a familiar piece of 
home, families can begin to feel more comfortable and 
secure during the hardest of times. 



The overall mission of the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities is to establish, locate, and assist "programs 
that directly improve the health and well being of 
children" (2001 Annual Report). Ronald McDonald 
House Charities operate in 4 3 countries, providing 
health care, scholarships, art education, camps for ill 
children, and a variety of therapeutic programs (2001 
Annual Report). 

There are over 211 Ronald McDonald Houses world, 
wide with close to 30,000 volunteers giving 3 million 
hours of help a year. Besides providing Ronald 
McDonald Houses, there are now Family Rooms. 
These areas are inside of hospitals and provide several 
bedrooms with shared kitchen, bathrooms, dining, and 
living areas (2001 Annual Report, 7). To provide dental 
and medical assistance to "under,served children in 
both rural and urban areas," the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities have created Ronald McDonald Care 
Mobiles to travel to these children. 

Each Care Mobile "houses two patient examination 
rooms including prenatal exam capabilities, a 
laboratory, and a reception and medical records area. 
Some vehicles include a hearing screening booth, while 
others offer a dental hygiene room - a unique service 
not typically available in other mobile health programs. 
Ronald McDonald House Charities' goal is to have 50 
Ronald McDonald Care Mobiles on the road by the end 
of 2005" (2001 Annual Report, 12). 

Besides providing health care, the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities aids in Refugee Assistance, provides 
support to Prevent Child Abuse America, and gives 
matching grants to community organizations for a 
variety of needs including medical aid, classrooms, 
camps, and clinics. 

The depth and breadth of the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities is not easily summarized. This organization 
touches hundreds,of, thousands of people each year and 
provides service that would otherwise not be met. 

Ronald McDonald House Charities. 2001 Annual Reporl. 
2002. .. 
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Thesis: When a family is away from home, experiencing a 
difficult time of stress and worry, the transplantation of 
recognizable physical elements from a_ familiar region into an . 
unfamiliar building can create a soothing and calm atmosphere m 
which security and peace, the two most basic feelings of home, 
are tangible. 

Facility: A Ronald McDonald House® is a facility that ~aters _t? 
the needs of critically ill children, their parents, and their families. 
This is a place where families can live throughout a child's 
treatment. The building type is related to both communal 
buildings and half, way houses but holds many unique qualities. 
Privacy within the bedroom context is very sacred but all other 
spaces are considered to be shared and taken care of by the whole 
community. 

Figure 1.1. Map of Texas with Lubbock indicated. 

Context: Lubbock, Texas is situated in the Northwest 
area of the state. The city lies on the edge of the Great 
Plains, called the South Plains, where the land is flat and 
semi, arid. Scattered throughout the city are playa lakes 
which are naturally occurring low spots where rain and 
runoff water gathers. Lubbock's location is central to West 
Texas and Eastern New Mexico, making the city the 
medical hub with two major hospitals, one of which is a 
teaching hospital for Texas Tech University. 

Scope: As usage of the current Ronald McDon~d Haus~ in 
Lubbock increases additional space will be required. This 
new house will fill the need for small, level expansion with 
seven bedrooms. A critical requirement is that this project 
must be designed with future growth in mind. As more 
spaces are needed in the future this project will be e~rged 
to fill the changing needs. Spaces that must be considered 
for expansion are the kitchen facilities, laundry facilities,. 
public spaces, office space and new bedrooms. Included ill 
a moderate budget will be parking, outdoor spaces, durable 
materials, and sensitivity to climate. 

1 
Figure I .2. Outside of Spur, Texas. 
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Figure 1.3. Inhabitants of the Blue Ridge Mountains, a people who isolated 
themselves from technology and modern advancements. 

Regionalism is a belief that variation which arises when 
examining the time, geography, economy, culture, climate, 
building materials, and history specific to a particular 
locality all determine and effect the character and 
architecture of a place. Over the last century, during the 
reign of Modernism the particulars of an area have tended 
to be ignored. Society moved toward a global culture, one 
where glass boxes were considered by many as 
appropriate to any climate or culture. As our world has 
become more integrated, thought has changed about 
relevancy in architecture. Localities are taking pride in 
their individualism and relearning what issues are 
important to their circumstances. 

Vernacular style buildings were designed after what 
people needed and what they could afford. These 
buildings could be built by a family, farmers or any person 
of the time. Without education of architecture and its 
theories these individuals shaped everything from homes 
to barns after their knowledge of life and its processes. 
One of the main proponents of regional thinking, Kenneth 
Frampton, an authority of Regionalism, views the 
vernacular as a spontaneous outcome "by the combined 
interaction of climate, culture, myth, and craft" (Bognar 
1990, 13) . 

Figure 1.4. These men came from the community 
to build this barn in 1901. 
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[{Ufi"n~tist r/1,erm; 
Not only did knowledge of processes and weather ietermine 
form but religious beliefs, cultural ideas, materials and tools 
available, and financial standing shaped the built 
environment. The Puritans who settled in America to escape 
religious intolerance brought their beliefs to the forefront. 
Not only did their religious ideals lead them to partake in 
simple living but created an environment where any frivolity 
was a sin. Their homes and buildings were straightforward, 
showing no decoration or ornament. In this environment the 
Cape Cod style and its appropriateness to the weather of the 
Northeast became this region's individuality. 
Comparatively, the migrating Native Americans made their 
homes from the animals they hunted. They ensured easy 
moving by living in teepees that were easy to assemble, 
move, and reassemble 

Over time, materials and forms were distilled to their 
essence to meet the evolving needs and abilities of the 
public. What once farmers and other lay people began 
moved into the architectural realm. Architects combined the 
vernacular and particulars of their area with formal 
architectural values and practices. 

Figure l.5. An example 
of a Puritan house. 

These are the first hints of regionalism becoming a separate 
school of thought prior to the mid 18th Century. Looking 
back to the housing of the Northeast reveals buildings 
which incorporated clements of Classical arcbitecture with 
traditional building ideas. Dentils and decorated columns 
showed the movement away from Puritan beliefs and 
lifestyles. These same architects formed the "regional 
school" with their desire to represent and serve, in a critical 
sense, the limited constituencies in wbich they are 
grounded" (Bognar 1990, 13). 

As architecture moved into the Modern era, the context of 
architecture modified. Instead of looking at the immediate 
context of a project's culture, climate and surroundings, as 
the vernacular had done, Modernism viewed the global 
setting as context. Architects like Mies Van de Rohe 
repeated the same elements of a building all over the world. 
Climate and sun orientation moved to the wayside as glass 
boxes took sovereignty. 

New technologies pushed Modern design further from local 
issues. High, E glass and HY AC units allowed the 
environments within the glass buildings to be comfortable 
despite the weather conditions. As technology has 
increased so has the awareness of dwindling resources and 
problems from pollution. Environmental thinking has 
helped propel awareness about the built setting back to the 
local arena. 4 
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f(taiC1nPvtist rheum 
Instead of concern over style, as in Modernism, · ) I Using the idea of integration, architects are creating 

"appropriate places rather than unidentifiable spaces" 
(Hagan 1994, 73). The before, mentioned glass boxes are 
seen all over the world. In each location, though they give 
no hint as to the particular culture or country. In this 
way, cities lose their individuality and become 
unidentifiable from other cities across the globe. Using an 
approach where "neither modernity nor history is 
repudiated," allows the creation of "a complex 
juxtaposition or synthesis [to be] achieved" (Hagan 1994, 
73). Legorreta's office Building (Figure 1.6) uses 
traditional forms, materials, reference and ideals while 
maintaining the current technology. The building 
references the desert's mountains with its varying roof 
levels. Originality is created when Legorreta combines 
diagonal forms to the time, honored horizontal and 
vertical forms. 

Regionalism takes the approach of "distilling the essence 
of place and culture" (Davey 2001, 11). Architecture 
should grow from the "very deep understanding of local 
need and local circumstance" (Davey 2001, 11). The 
Modern ideals of globalization led some to actively resist 
such architecture by taking a narrow focus for each 
project. (Bognar 1990, 13). Regionalism shows how 
different ideas and issues are all equally valid. Even if 
varying design issues conflict they should continue to be 
considered so that "one over,riding global culture does 
not take over" (Hagan 1994, 72). 

Figure 1.6. Legorreta's Office Building in Monterrey, Mexico displays the 
architect's "interest in traditional Mexican typologies and spatial devices 
without descending into kitsch or pseudo~vemacular (Slessor 2000, 117). 

Figure 1.7. The Taos Pueblo models the mountains 
which surround it. 
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Even while revolting against pieces of Modernis~':J.!~~~! i$t T{ieg"J 
said that elements brought about by the style, like 
transparency and interpenetration have integrated into 
regionalism (Davey 2001, 210). Strength of regionalism is 
that it uses allusion and abstraction to express meaning 
rather than imitation (Hagan 1994, 73). Now, regionalism 
can take modem architecture into account when 
interpreting culture, history, and other elements of place. 

Concurrently, designers must beware not to create a fac;:ade 
of regionalism over Modernism. Designers must learn how 
to allude to history and culture without becoming nostalgic 
(Bognar 1990, 15). A 'Disney Land' approach is 
unacceptable because it is not true regionalism. The 
interior and exterior must correspond with each other and 
the project's goals. Taking some of the design freedoms 
created during Modernism and linking such things to 
relevancy and imagination aids in making regionalism more 
applicable to today's society. .----------- -------., 

Figure 1.8. A traditional Swiss Home. 

More architects are embracing the tenets of Regionalism in 
their work Major Regional schooL'l are appearing from 
Switzerland to Arizona where each link the new to the 
preceding. Miroslav Kis, a Swiss architect, taJks of the 
conflict between tradition and bringing it into the future. 
He believes that "tradition must integrate what is new: 
tradition escapes destruction onJy if it is not forced into 
dogmatic rules" (Daghini and Steinmann 2000, 4). The 
Swiss architects "have learned to work in a context marked 
by history or, rather, with images of his tory aroused by 
their research and by the singularity of the place and the 
time in which they act ... Their architecture is an 
architecture of the nineties, which has learned to assess the 
structural and singular conditions of the site" (Daghini and 
Steinmann 2000, 6). 

Using historical reference and allusion, these arc.hitects 
design extremely personal building.CJ. Jn their highly 
traditional culture, their knowledge and imagi nation reflult 
in approval from many sides. To some, this is the 
underlying principle of regionalism. 

6 
Figure L9. Mario Botta'' int.erprctation of a Sw1r,1 fy4m. 



Figure 1.10. Lake, flato's Chandler House embraces regional materials of stone 
w hi.le using modem shading devices and form (Dillion 1994, 86). 

Figure l.ll. Bruder's Hill,Sheppard house employs."stone, stucco, and 
corrugated metal siding, the latter with reverence instead of Post, 
Modem glibness (Tilley 1991, 73). 

The future to integrate with is not only changing cultural 
patterns and thoughts but technological advances. Just as 
Modernism thrived on air,conditioning so does 
Regionalism on new advances. Seeking to remain separate 
from utilitarian thinking, Regionalism must appropriately 
use these innovations. Contradictions come out of 
questions which ask how to integrate into and respect the 
context when vastly different needs must be incorporated. 
An example is the addition of solar paneL., to a building 
within a historic area. Architects must weigh the effect 
technology plays in the issues and decide what is more 
imperative. Neither issue will be ignored but one will 
move to the forefront. 

As Modernism strove to break boundaries of location, 
Regionalism strives to return to the local while still 
utilizing modern implementations. It takes a critical look 
at all features being studied rather than placing one 
feature as ultimately important. The key is determining 
the amount of attention placed on individual factors, such 
as history and culture, and combining them in respectful 
and useful ways. 

Creation of a value system will encourage reason and 
objectivity. In order to create a value system that can 
cross regional boundaries a continuity in method must be 
reached. Such a process allows a designer to determine a 
value system within a foreign place. Learning the 
vernacular, the stigmas, the goals of a place and 
applying them in a systematic form can result in 7 
successful regional buildings. 



Figure 1.12. Note the deep overhangs in the Brown-Woodlief 
Log House built prior to 1828 (Echols 2000, 58). 

Cultural tradition can be seen in all vernacular and 
Regional environments. Rapoport, in his book House 
Fonn and Culture lists four ideals which vernacular follows 
world,wide. He suggests that "social and cultural 
factors, rather than physical forces, are most influential 
in the creation of house form" (Rapoport 1969, 58). In 
his studies, Rapoport suggests why homes change form 
across the world, what is now called Regionalism. 
"People with very different attitudes and ideals respond 
to varied physical environments. These responses vary 
from place to place because of changes and differences in 
the interplay of social, cultural, ritual, economic, and 
physical factors" (Rapoport 1969,46). Once these 
responses are determined and rated, a clear relationship 
will result. 

In the globally,influenced world, how does an architect 
interpret the regionalism of a mixed heritage culture? 
With so many traditions crossing the globe as people 
migrate, architecture must go beyond mere copying. 
Through knowledge of place, Regionalism, an architect 
can have an "imaginative response to a particular place 
and to traditional ways of doing and seeing things" 
(Davey 2001, ll). 

Figure 113. Lake-Flato using Regional ideas of deep overhangs in a 
new Central Texas Home (Tilley 199l, 73). 

8 



Figure l.14. Lake~Flato's library in San Antonio is highly reminiscent of 
regional agricultural form (Moorhead 1996, 71). 

Figure l.15. Traditional form seen in the Ransbarger House (Echols 2000, 163). 

The result of using Regionalism in architecture is quite 
broad. On one end of the spectrum are creations that 
contain definite relation to vernacular architecture of the 
area. David Dillion from Architecture magazine provides 
an overview of Texas and Southwestern regional 
architecture of the past in order to show new regional 
architecture. 

Throughout central Texas the buildings were .. low, 
blocky houses of local limestone, with small square 
windows and deep overhangs for coolness and shade" 
(Dillion 1994, 82). Such houses were oriented to collect 
the prevailing Gulf breezes to increase coolness. West 
Texas .. generated introverted houses, with thick walls 
blocking wind and sand, and interior courtyards framing 
an atmosphere of order and civility" (Dillion 1994, 82). 

In New Mexico and Arizona, architecture was 
.. dominated by thick flat walls that deflect the scorching 
heat while dramatizing the play of slanting desert light" 
(Dillion 1994, 82). To increase the connection to the 
land, many of these buildings .. evoke mesas and other 
dramatic land forms of the region" (Dillion 1994, 82). 

These three areas, though in close proximity show how 
differences which may appear insignificant result in 
dramatic variation. 
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!<tlfiun""tist rfie"n; 
On the other edge of the spectrum lie buildings thaf 
do not appear related to precedent. Sometimes "the best 
products of the regionalist approach do not necessarily 
look in the least like buildings that have been made 
before in the same parts. But they often occasion the 
same sensations and feelings as the old ones" (Davey 
2001, 11). 

As one of the founders of Lake-Flato Architects, a 
premiere regional design firm in Texas, David Lake 
prescribes to both sides of the issue. He describes 
regionalism as "design [that] responds to the local 
environment and entails an understanding of cultural 
and historical precedents" (Tilley 1991, 71). 

Lake-Flato uses the knowledge of vernacular 
architecture to assure buildings are climate and 
culturally responsive. The firm then uses modern and 
new design ideals to combine the two in new and 
harmonious schemes. The firm's creations do not look 
identical to vernacular or to modern day buildings. 
Theirs is a conglomeration of ideas from both, adding 
into the mix craftsmanship and local materials. 

Key aspects of Regionalism can be summed up in simple 
terms like association, respect , and integration. These 
individual terms, though, cannot express the true 
meaning behind the theory of Regionalism. 

It is a theory of combinations and specifics that at tempts 
to break the boundaries of the past, the present and the 
future simultaneously. 

It is a theory that strives to be aware of the characteristics 
that make a place unique while remembering the 
innovations of technology and culture. 

It is a theory with great relevance to our present-day 
society and which can live on in any time or place. 

Harnessing the idylls of regionalism in a Ronald 
McDonald House will result in space reminiscent of 
Home. In the case of Lubbock's Ronald McDonald House, 
where individuals from three regions converge into one 
place, regional views must go beyond the context of 
Lubbock. Elements from each region, those of West 
Texas, Central Texas and East New Mexico, can be 
absorbed and united, creating remnants of home which 
are visible to all families. Doing so brings the Ronald 
McDonald House closer to becoming a true home away 
from home. 

10 



11 



1~?_tic1ttitJnS cm th-e Pe.s11n "f p., 
f(cmp.,t~ McPun1tt~ ~"use 

What is the importance of creating a value system in a 
project such as a Ronald McDonald House? 

A value system will allow a more systematic approach to 
creating relationships between a people and a project. The 
sense of comfort and security are vitally important in a 
situation where people are going through hardship and in a 
different environment. For the Ronald McDonald House in 
Lubbock, it is projected that families will predominately 
come from West Texas, Central Texas, and East New 
Mexico Qanice Flemmons, 29 August 2002). Each of these 
regions has specific and unique qualities that can be 
relocated to Lubbock. 

Trans planting recognizable elements of 'home' will alter 
and lessen the feeling of being in an alien environment. As 
critically ill children need their parents for support and a 
link to normalcy, so do parents and families need a 
connection to the life they lived before the child's illness. 
Instead of simply responding to regional differences with 
pictures on the walls or cooking style, the essential 
qualities of the building will bring reassurance that not all 
in life has gone askew. 

12 



.. F-e:;i~np.,t ~uPrtit1J V A-l ue Jt<A-trix 
To assess the qualines of a regmn and determine a level of 
importance for each element, a value matrix can be created. 
Thi.s matr~ will create continuity when used in designs across 
various regions. 

To analyze Lubbock, seven categories are addressed (as 
seen in Figure X). Each ranking of importance is 
contingent upon strength of reasoning. 

Elements to be discussed, once listed, may be evaluated for 
importance. This analysis will address the unique and possibly 
extreme characteristic of a place. Extreme qualities of the 
environment have a propensity for greater impact and 
re~ctions. A tumultuous history or severe change of geography 
will have a stronger appearance in a region's existence. 

LevelofIInportance 

Characteristic 
Mildly Somewhat important 
(l,10) (11,20) (21,30) 

Climate 

Culture 

Economy 

Geography 

History 

Materials 

Time 

Very 

When analyzing Lubbock, weather extremes standout. 
High winds and dust storms must be remembered during 
design. Without credence to these elements the result can 
be a project that is uncomfortable and impractical to the 
client. 

Objectivity of needs and responses is the outcome of 
ranking a region's qualities. The crux of the matter is 
quickly reached and interpretation is straightforward to 
the examiner. 

Extremely 
(3HO) ( 41,50) Reasoning 

13 
Figure 1.16 An example of a value grid. This grid shows qualities deemed important for Lubbock. 



Level of Importance 

Characteristic Mildly Somewhat Important Very Extremely Reasoning (1-10) (11-20) (21-30) (31-40) ( 41-50) 

Climate 
Quick changes in weather, severity of high winds dust storms. 

42 Overall mild climate. Lots of sun, hot and dry s ummer 

Culture 
Rural living, agriculture, slower city, friendly, increasing 

35 know ledge and implementation of technology, hardy 

Economy 30 
Very conservative when using money and innovation. 

Geography 28 
Flatness of plains and wide sky, 

History 25 
Shapes culture of independence and strength but cooperative 

Somewhat isolate. Brick · Lubbock, Hardy materials to withstand 

Materials 40 wind and sun 

Rapid changes in technology, both computer and materials. Faster 

Time 13 era, 

Figure 1.17 Value Grid for Lubbock Texas and Lubbock Regional Ronald McDonald House. Results are as follows from most important to least important: Climate, 

Materials, culture and economy, geography and history, and finally time. 

14 
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f<UJi'1n~l !SSUtS Issue One: Traditional Form 

Figure 1.18. Enhancing West Texas traits with Figure l.19. Combining the three regions 
those of New Mexico and Central Texas. into one form. 

Figure 1.20 Use the simple geometries of 
agricultural buildings. 

Figure 1.21 Incorporate elements from 
traditional agricultural buildings. 

Goal: To combine the traditional house forms of West 
Texas, Central Texas, and Eastern New Mexico. 

Performance Requirement One: One main regional form 
will be enhanced by two elements from the other two 
regions. 

Performance Requirement Two: A minimum of two of 
the three regions will be used and/or modified in the 
design. 

Issue Two: Building Types 

Goal: To reference prevalent buildings/building types 
from each region. 

Performance Requirement One: To use agricultural 
form in the building design. 

16 



Figure 1.22 .. Vary materials from different 
regions. 

tn\ 
.-, ....,~ 

Figure 1.24. Different materials used next 
to one another. 

f< i'1netl !SS'UtS Issue Three: Regional Materials 

Figure 1.23. Combine the regional traits. 

ca = 
0 

0 

Figure l.25. Different materials merge 
within one area. 

Goal: To merge the regional materials native to regional 
architecture of West Texas, Central Texas, and Eastern 
New Mexico 

Performance Requirement One: To use at least one well 
known material from each region in the design. 

Performance Requirement Two: To mix different 
materials in the same area. 

17 
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Figure 1.26. Deep porches surrounding the courtyard. 

N 

&A-St 5tU~1J ~ne. Project : Funk Ranch 

1 COURTYARD 

2 ENTRANCE 

J BARBECUE AqEA 

4 GAMEROOM 

5 MAJN HOUSE (EXISTING) 

6 GUESTROOM 

7 OBSERVATION DECK 

8 GUEST ROOM (EXISTING) 

9 MASTER BEDROOM 

Architects: Lake, Flato 
Source: Tilley, Rcry, Don. "Local Tradition." 
Architecture v80(Aug1991), 70,73. 

The site for the Funk Ranch House is in the Texas plains 
where dry winds and little rain are the norm. A "thick 
brick wall [is used] to enclose the un, built side of the 
courtyard" and protect the client from these winds. 
(Tilley, 72) Additionally, this wall prevents dirt and dust 
from blowing into the livable area. 

The architects designed deep porches to create shade 
during the dry and hot summers. These porches are 
positioned to capture cross,ventilation between 
buildings, further lowering the ambient temperature. 

Thermal buildup inside the building's walls is prevented 
seeing as the sunlight does not shine on many of these 
walls. Such planning decreases the need for cooling 
since the building does not heat up substantially during 
the daytime hours. 

19 
Figure 1.27. Plan for the Funk Ranch. 



Figure 128. A new stair tower was built on the Southwest corner. 
Both old and new can be seen. 

The project was an addition to an existing building. 
Lake, Flato integrated local materials appropriate to the 
original building. 

Brick is a common material to this area and, instead of 
using conventional bricks, the architects employed hand, 
made, and irregular Mexican brick. Pigment was used to 
stain the bricks that will fade over time. The softness of 
the forms merges with the older bricks which have been 
worn by time. 

Galvanized aluminum is used throughout the complex as 
both decoration and roofing material 

Figure J.29. The Northeast 
view of the Ranch showing 
both old and new 
components. 
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Figure 1.30. Modern Aboriginal housing. 

~A,,Se Stu~~ r W(J Project: Marika~Alterton House 
Architects: Glenn Murcutt 
Source: Frampton, Kenneth, ed. Technology, 
Place & Architecture. New York: Rizzoli 
International Publications, Inc., 1998, p67~71. 

The project called for new housing for an Australian 
Aboriginal family. Most housing for Aboriginal families 
that has been provided by the government does not 
respond to cultural thinking. For this project, Murcutt 
wanted to respond to the cultural and climatic needs 
while gaining design approval from the government 
housing authority. 

Aboriginals tend to build housing with varying levels of 
privacy. First, observation of the outside and weather 
are desired without being seen from beyond the home. 
To achieve this, Murcutt used slatted doors and 
shutters. These features also allow for variable levels of 
ventilation depending on the temperature. 

21 



(!,A-jt- f>tu~11 r W(! Ultimate privacy is given to bathing spaces by 
placing t hem within the core of the building. T he 
culture traditionally prefers to have parents occupy 
the western end of the building. This corresponds 
with t he sunset and the end of life. Children occupy 

Figure 1.31. Fins can be 
opened or closed 
depending on weather 
conditions. 

t he Eastern side of houses to signify t he beginning of 
life. Murcutt provided both wings in t he new house. 

To protect t he house from tidal surges it is raised ten 
meters off of t he ground. The heat of t he summer is 
kept out of t he house with fins above windows. 
These fins also break winds from entering the house 
and provide privacy. Fins are an addition from 
modern design elements that maintain respect of 
cultural needs and climatic needs. 

Figure l.32. Transparency can be 
modified throughout the day. 
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Figure 1.33. Plan of the Ranch House showing the string of buildings. 

Project: Ranch House 
Architect: Larry Speck 
Source: Davey, Peter. "Two in Texas.n The 
Architectural Review. Vl83 (May '88) 70,76. 

This project in Wimberley, Texas on the north bank of the 
Blanco River is a modern version of a traditional ranch 
house. 

Architect Larry Speck defines a ranch house as a "loose 
agglomeration of individual buildings with form and 
materials chosen according to use." (Davey 1988, 72) 

For the three generations of clients who use this house, 
Speck strung bedrooms and living areas across the site. 
Instead of the traditional dog, trot of ranch houses, Speck 
separates the main building from the bunk house. This 
separation provides for the varying needs of the clients 
depending on age and lifestyle. 

23 
Figure l.34. View of the Northwest corner. 



Figure 1.35. Barrel vaults reminiscent of agriculture buildings. 

Form of the project is derived from regional ranch and 
agricultural buildings. 

Barrel vaults made of metal, reminiscent of storage 
buildings, crowns the older generation's bedroom 
suites. 

Lean, to roofs are used heavily throughout the project 
and add to the agricultural feel 

' D U .. 

· 1 

Figure 1.36. Sections showing the various roof forms of the ranch. 24 
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RONALD MCDONALD 
HOUSE CHARITfES 

Figure 2.l. Logos of the Ronald McDonald House Charities. 

Figure 2.2. The Ronald McDonald 
House helps children and their 
families in many ways. 

The Ronald McDonald House® is the only member of its 
building type. The purpose of a Ronald McDonald House 
is to provide assistance to the families of critically ill 
children (Ronald McDonald House Charities 2002, 7). A 
Ronald McDonald House is a place where families can 
rest, heal, share, and live while a child is in a hospital away 
from home. This building type is similar to small,scale 
communal housing and half,way houses but the Ronald 
McDonald House and the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities are the only groups that provide such assistance. 

Inception of the Ronald McDonald House began when a 
member of the Philadelphia Eagles football team struggled 
with his daughter's fight with leukemia (Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 2002, 7 ). Fred and Fran Hill 
went through the tortures of living out of a hospital 
waiting room and eating from vending machines so they 
could remain with their daughter at the hospital (Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 2002, 7 ). Going through this 
difficult time for their daughter gave them the desire to 
help other ill children. The Hills approached the football 
team to begin fundraising for seriously ill children and 
families (Ronald McDonald House History 2002). Eventually, 
Dr. Audry Evans, who was the head of Pediatric Oncology 
at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, was 
approached to find ways to use the money the team raised 
(Ronald McDonald House History 2002). 27 



f>urf"5e. A-n~ Jttissi"n 
Dr. Evans told the group that a great need was to 
help parents stay near their children without living in 
hospital waiting rooms and corridors (Ronald McDonald 
House History 2002). Being away from home for weeks or 
months and living in hotels is too costly for parents who 
must p ay increasing hospital bills. Parents wanted to stay 
near their children but there was no alternative besides the 
two choices. Dr. Evans and the Hills decided to create a 
home away from home for these parents, one which would 
not drain their finances. 

Partnering with local Ronald McDonald restaurants, the 
group was able to purchase and open what became the first 
Ronald McDonald House in December 1974 (Ronald 
McDonald House History 2002). Since its inception, there 
have been over 200 Ronald McDonald Houses built around 
the United States and in over 30 countries (Ronald McDonald 
House History 2002). 

Figure 2.3. Children need 
reassurance and comfort throughout 
their illness and treatment. 

A Ronald McDonald House is 

A lodging facility, a warm, welcoming 
temporary home for families of critically ill 
children who are being treated at nearby 
hospitals .... W e are a refuge from the hospital, a 
home away from home for families w ho must 
travel difficult distances to seek medical 
treatment for their child (Ronald McDonald 
House Charities 2002, 15). 

Ronald McDonald House Charities strive to improve the 
lives of children world;wide, especially those going 
through serious illnesses (Ronald McDonald House 
Charities 2002, 4). The mission of tbe Ronald McDonald 
Houses is to meet the needs of the parents and families 
while they are away from home, not just financially but 
emotionally and physically. Each house strives to provide a 
"home away from home" that creates an atmosphere of 
community, security, and comfort (Ronald McDonald 
House Charities 2002, 15). 

28 



Figure 2.4. A house serving a pediatric or 
neonatal hospital would share all cooking, 
dining, and relaxation areas. 

Building Type: This building type is related to half,way 
and communal housing. It is a facility that encourages 
inhabitant interaction by only providing private sleeping 
areas. All other areas of the house, from cooking to 
cleaning, are shared by the entire community to further 
increase interaction. During the design and creation 
process, it must be remembered that this is a home, not a 
hotel, and families must feel comfortable where,ever they 
might be. 

For a Ronald McDonald House, several variations have 
arisen due to the type of hospital being served. The 
existing Ronald McDonald House in Lubbock serves 
mostly families of children in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU) Qanice Flemmons, 2J uly 2002). These 
families need only basic sleeping quarters for themselves. 
Hospitals which are burn or cancer centers result in 
isolation suites for families a a nice Flemmons, 2 July 
2002). When children are recovering from cancer or 
severe burns, they are highly susceptible to infection. 
Families need to reduce interaction with the public to 
lower the chance of any sickness being passed on to the 
child. These isolation suites are self, sufficient with a 
kitchenette, living room area and separate heating and air, 
conditioning systems Qanice Flemmons, 2July 2002). 

Figure 2.5. A house serving a hospital treating cancer or 
burn victims will have isolation suites w h.icb provide 
eating, dining, and relaxing area within the suite. 

29 
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Location: In order to facilitate quick travel to and from the 
hospital, the house needs to be in close proximity. For 
some cities this means within walking distance and others 
mean a ten minute drive. Depending on the ailments being 
treated, it might be encouraged to have the hospital in 
eyesight of the house Qanice Flemmons, 29 August 2002). 
For some new mothers, the separation from their newborn 
is so intense that being unable to see the hospital will 
increase stress and worry. 

Figure 2.6. Conventionally, any distance beyond V mile 
is too long for walking. 

Privacy and Security: To provide the needed rest for 
these families, this building type needs to have definite 
separation between the public and private zones. 
Bedrooms and Suites need to have sound~proofi.ng to 
prevent sound infiltration into and out of the bedrooms 
(Ronald McDonald House Charities 2002, 21). Public 
areas need to have a mixture of sizes and qualities. Having 
a small talking area, out of the way and earshot of the 
general community, allows families to share their 
frustrations and experiences in a comfortable 
environment. These quasi~public spaces can act as a 
buffer between public and private or can be scattered 
around the house. 

Security is one of the greatest concerns to be provided. 
Entrance into a Ronald McDonald House needs to be 
controlled and monitored (Ronald McDonald House 
Charities 2002, 25). Many houses use security systems 
with key~card access Qanice Flemmons, 2 July 2002). 
This allows the families to come and go throughout the 
day and night as needed without much trouble. Such a 
system also prevents strangers from entering and using 
the House. Families need to know that their belongings 
are safe in their rooms when they are with their children. 
The house must give a sense of safety since these parents 
do not need any more worry than they 
have already. 

30 
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Bedrooms: Sleepmg areas need to provide versatility in 
space and type of sleeping areas. Combinations of bed 
sizes within a room allows for different sizes of families to 
use the space to the fullest Qanice Flemmons, 29 August 
2002). Also, providing space for extra bedding, such as 
cots or cribs, allows a room to be quickly transformed 
from a two,person space to a five,person space. Ample 
space for storage, both closet and dresser space is needed 
to accommodate long, stay families Qanice Flemmons, 29 
August 2002). The bedrooms themselves and the 
bathrooms must be large enough to accommodate 
handicapped individuals in any room. 

Workers: A variable number of workers and volunteers 
will be present throughout the day and week. During 
working hours, space must be available for the work,staff 
and any office,volunteers (Ronald McDonald House 
Charities 2002, 33). At night and on weekends, provision 
must be made for resident, house, and weekend managers 
to have comfortable living quarters. Since these managers 
could have families, the suites might provide several 
bedrooms along with the living and kitchen areas (Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 2002, 105). 

Materials and Appliances: The materials used 
throughout the house must provide both comfort and 
durability (Ronald McDonald House Charities 2002, 19). 
Floors, walls, counters, and fabrics need to be easy to 
clean while being attractive. In order for the house to 

truly become a "home away from home" fa milies must 
recognize and be comfortable with the areas they must 
clean and use. For the sake of the house, these same 
mat~~ials must ~e long, lasting and stand the wear of many 
families at one tlme (Ronald McDonald House Charities 
2002, 19). Since more than one family at one time will be 
using the house, the kitchen and laundry rooms need to 
provide multiple machines, work,areas, and storage areas 
(Ronald McDonald House Charities 2002, 51). 

Figure 2.7. Durable, 
comfortable, 
attractive, and low 
maintenance 
materials are a 
necessity for the 
house. 
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Figure 2.8. Ronald McDonald Houses care for 
hundreds of families each year across the globe. 

To create a comfortable and secure home away from home 
for families of critically ill children in which to interact , 
rest , and heal. 

Figure 2.9. Security is one of our greatest needs. 
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Figure 2.10. Smaller and more intimate 
spaces in the public realm. 

Figure 2.U. Prevent public areas from 
disturbing bedrooms. 

Figure 2.11. Allow for varying levels of 
interaction. 

Figure 2.13. Maintain privacy within 
bedrooms and suites. 

Goal: To create a comfortable and secure environment. 

Performance Requirement One: Have public areas 
open to each other while retaining some private and 
more personal spaces within. 

Performance Requirement Two: Acoustic privacy 
between public and private areas and between private 
and private areas. 
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Figure 2.14. Provide for various activities 
within one main space. 
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Figure 2.15. Smaller and more intimate spaces Figure 2.16. Private overlooking public. 
in the public realm 

Issue Two: Enhancing Spaces 

Goal: Encourage interaction between families. 

Performance Requirement One: Main gathering 
rooms will be large enough for twenty people to sit, 
talk, and navigate through the room. 

Performance Requirement Two: To have a public 
space off of the private rooms. 
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Phone 

Recre(ltion 

Room 

Figure 2.17. Major Connections (highly public): Black 
Minor Connections (highly public): Red 
Minor Connections (to service): Blue 
Major Connections (to private areas): Green 

The facility should be organized into two areas: the 
public and the private. Families staying at the house have 
a need for solitude at some times and a need for 
interaction at other times. 

Public: The entry is the key to the house. Upon entrance, 
visitors will see a welcome area and the house office. To 
provide safety, all users should pass through this area. 

Moving further inside will take the user to a large 
gathering room, stairs, and access to other portions of the 
house. This gives users a choice between the public and 
the private. The gathering room should be visible from 
the stairs to encourage use of the room and conversation. 
From this central area, access is given to a public 
restroom, utility areas, and other public rooms. 

The kitchen, dining, and playroom should be associated 
with each other. This allows parents to cook, eat, or talk 
while maintaining supervision of their children. 

Private: Moving away from the public areas are the 
private areas. Bedrooms and suites, along with the storage 
needed for bedding and supplies make up this area. These 
balls and rooms are quieter and have less activity 
occurring. Lounge areas dispersed among the bedrooms 
and suites allows for waiting areas and private 
talking areas. 36 
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Project: Cincinnati Ronald McDonald House 
Designer: ] ohn Albers 
Source: "Ronald McDonald House: A Home 
Away From Home." Concrete Masonry Design 
Residential Issue Qan 2002), 6,11. Ronald 
McDonald House of Cincinnati web page, 
accessed 13 October 2002. 
<http://www.rmhcincinnatiorg/>. 

This house shows a variety of materials used in playful 
and unique ways. The designers hoped to make a child 
friendly environment both inside and out. 

The styling of the house does not follow one particular 
thinking but responds to materiality and forms of 'home.' 

The house has 48 bedrooms with bathrooms, 10 of those 
being long, term suites. 

Figure 2.18. The entrance to the House is marked by a 
heart, one symbol of the Ronald McDonald Houses. 
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Figure 2.19. The house is broken up into small wings 
which make it appear more on the same scale as a single~ 
family home. Figure 2.20 While maintaining continuity throughout the building. the smaller touches 

add to the playfulness. 
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Figure 2.21 The house is filled with whimsy, even 
in the practical elements. 

Figure 2.22. The mixture of brick, block, wood, and 
metal add to the warmth of the environment. 
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Figure 2.23 The first Ronald McDonald House in El 
Paso, Texas is a renovated Victorian house. 

Figure 2.24 The new House in El Paso shows elements from Frank Lloyd Wright's architecture. 
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Figure 2.25 The Galveston Ronald McDonald 
House is reminiscent of beach houses. 

Figure 2.26 The Har lingen Ronald McDonald 
House uses Spanish architecture and materials, 
such as tile on the roof. Figure 2.27 A Bedroom at the Harlingen Ronald 

McDonald House. 

42 



Figure 2.28. The extremely playful 
interior of the Vancouver Ronald 
McDonald House. 

Figure 2.29. The Vancouver 
Ronald McDonald House. 

Figure 2.30. A child playing at 
the Vancouver Ronald McDonald 
House. Figure 2.31. A lobby in the Denver 

Ronald McDonald House. 
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Figure 2.32. The Indiana Ronald McDonald House. 

Figure 2.33. The exterior of the Denver Ronald McDonald 
House. 

Figure 2.34. The Hawaii Ronald McDonald House. 44 



Figure 2.35. The Saskatchewan House in Canada. This house is in a 
residential neighborhood. 

Figure 2.36. The Saskatchewan House in Canada. This house is in a 
residential neighborhood. 
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Abbreviations: 

F - Families 
S - Staff 
V - Volunteers 
G , Guests 

ADA - Americans with Disabilities Act 
f.c. - Foot, canclle light measurement 
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Activities: Parking (S, F, V, G) 
Walking to/from car (S, F, V, G) 
Drop,off (V, F) 

Users: 

Pick,up (V, F) 

Staff 
Families (Parents, children) 
Volunteers (Teen, adult) 
Guests 

Figure 2.37. Strong relation with the 
courtyard and the entry. 

Lig ting 

(J 

Figure 2.38. Examples of the parking lots 
quality and feel. 

Factors: Safety 
Pleasant atmosphere 

Requirements: Light poles providing 3.0 foot candles 
(f. c.) (Hoke 2000, 60). 

Clear path to entry with landscape and 
light poles to provide 5.0 f. c. upon entry 
(Hoke 2000, 60). 

Sidewalk 4', 0" minimum width 
Space for 25, 30 cars at approx. 
350 sq. ft. per car (Crosbie 2001, 990). 

Positive drainage to street with central 
crown and 1% slope to street. 

Plantings and trees incorporated into 
parking lot design. 
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Activities: 

Users: 

Entering/Exiting (S, F, V, G) 
Greeting (S, V) 

Registering (S) 

Waiting (F, G) 
Monitoring (S, V) 

Families (Adult, child) 

Staff 
Volunteers (Teenage, Adult) 
Guests (Adult, Teen, Child) 

-

I 
Seqting 

Welcome 
I I 

¢====!> 
Figure 2.39. Strong relationship to office 
and gathering room 

Movement 

Figure 2.40. Unrestricted movement. 

Factors: Warm and £nviting color scheme and 
lighting. 

Clear and unrestricted circulation 
Easy maintenance 

Requirements: Lighting at 10, 20 f.c. (Hoke 2000, 53) . 
Warm color palette using regional 
materials (i.e. stone, wood, stucco) 

Adjoining to office 
Seating area for 6 people, minimum of 
72" wide and 15" deep with seating 
18" off floor (Crosbie 2001, 4). 

Comfortable and durable materials, 
stain resistant and soft or smooth 
textures. 

Walk,space minimum 36" wide 
Welcome desk minimum 30" tall and 
40" tall. Seating width minimum 36" 
wide (Crosbie 2001, 186). 

ADA compliant 
Low maintenance, easily cleaned floor 
such as commercial grade carpet, tile, 
wood. 
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Activities: 

Users: 

Working (S) 
Conversing (S with F, V, G) 
Record Storage (S, V) 

Staff (primarily) 
Volunteers (Teenage, adult) 
Families (Adult) 

D 
D 

Figure 2.41 Solid Lines show level of 
direct connection. Dashed lines show 
secondary relationships through other 
spaces. 

Figure 2.42. Provide uninterrupted work 
space and circulation space. 

Factors: Pleasant workspace for staff 
Space for record and supply storage 
Allows for meetings with families 

Requirements: 150 sq. ft. minimum for House Manager 
(desk, storage, 2 guest chairs) (Crosbie 
2001, 182). 

55 sq. ft. minimum for Business Manager 
and Assistant Director (desk, storage, 
guest chair) (Crosbie 2001, 179). 

12 sq. ft. minimum for file storage 
(Crosbie 2001, 189). 

6 sq. ft. minimum for copy machine 
40,60 f.c. lighting on workspaces using 
direct and task lighting 
(Hoke 2000, 53). 
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Activities: 

Users: 

Working (S) 
Conversing (S with F, V, G) 

Staff (primarily) 

Families (Adults) 

Diredor Office 

I 
office 

I 
En~ry 

G;qthering 

Figure 2.43 The Director O~ce has 
decreasing levels of connection. 

Factors: Pleasant environment for director and 
holding small meetings. 

Requirements: Minimum of 225 sq. ft. (desk, 2 guest 
chairs, meeting table for six) 
(Crosbie 2001, 180) . 
40~60 f.c. of direct and diffuse lighting 
on work surfaces (Hoke 2000, 53). 
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Spaces Rooms 

Figure 2.44. The connection point for the 
entire house. 

0 
0 8J 

Figure 2.45. Space for sitting and 
movement. 

Figure 2.46. A centering object to focus 
attention. 

Activities: 

Users: 

Factors: 

Circulation (F, S, V) 
Talking (F, S) 
Resting (F) 

Sitting (F, S) 
Waiting (F) 
Playing (F) 

Families (Adult, teen, child) 
Staff (Adult) 

Comfortable and durable materials. 
Provides access to stairs, restroom, 
hallways 

Visible to other parts of house 
Views to courtyard or park 

Requirements: 400 sq. ft. minimum for seating area of 25 
people (Crosbie 2001, 88). 

Centering figure (i.e. fireplace, door to 
courtyard, mural, ... ) 

1Q, 30 f.c. (Hoke 2000, 53) light levels. 

Use of regional materials 
Durable flooring such as commercial grade 
carpet, tile, wood. 

Have minimum of one 10', 0 .. conversation 
circle (Crosbie 2001, 6). 

Walkways minimum 36 .. wide 51 



Activities: 

Users: 

Cooking (F, V) 

Cleaning (F, V) 

Talking (F, V, S) 

Families (Adult daytime) 

Volunteers (Teenage, Adult evenings) 

Staff 

Bedrooms 

/ . 
GClther1 ng PCl ntry 

\ I 
Kitchen 

/\ 
Dining Pl'lyroom 

Figure 2.47. Strong relationships with the 
pantry, dining room, and playroom. . 
Bedrooms have a secondary connecnon. 

Factors: Durable countertop and floor 
treatments 

Multiple work stations and appliances 

Ability fo r several different meals to be 
cooked simultaneously. 

Adjoining pantry 

Requirements: 4', 0" minimum space between counters 

Countertops 36" tall (Crosbie 2001, 26) 
and 24" deep (Crosbie 2001, 25). 

Minimum of 2 stoves, refrigerators, 
ovens, microwaves. 

Storage shelves no taller than 70" (Hoke 
2000,4) 

Minimum 100 sq. ft. shelf storage 
(Crosbie 2001, 25) 

Minimum 22 sq. ft. countertop and 
drawer space (Crosbie 2001, 25). 

Counter, shelving, and storage heights 
and dimensions ADA compliant 

40,60 f.c. lighting (Hoke 2000, 53). 
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Activities: 

Users: 

Storage 
Vending 

Families (Adults) 
Staff 

Gathering L:~undry 

\ I 
Pantry 

I 
/ Kitchen\ 

Dining Playroom 

Figure 2.48. Main relationship with the 
Kitchen. 

Factors: Separate storage areas for each family 
Space for stock items 
Easily cleaned shelves and floor 
Upright freezer 
Drink vending machine 

Requirements: Minimum 100 sq. ft. food storage ( 4 sq. ft. 
per family and 72 sq. ft. for house 
supplies) (Crosbie 2001, 25). 

Shelves of sealed wood or laminate surface 
Freezer space 30 "x 24" (Hoke 2000, 611). 
Drink vending space 26" x 37" 
(Hoke 2000, 594). 
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Activities: Eating (F, S, V) 

Conversing (F, S, V) 

Sitting (F, S, V) 

Users: Families (Adult, teen, child) 
Volunteers (Adult, teen) 

Staff 

G;qtheri ng 
I 

Dining 

I\ 
Kitchen P IClyroom 

I 
P;qntry 

Figure 2.49. Main connection to 
gathering room, kitchen, and playroom. 
Minor connection to panny. 

0 3'-0' min 

~ 
Q 

Figure 2.50. Ample walking space. 

Factors: Easily cleaned and durable materials 
Easily moved tables and chairs 
Ability to feed minimum of 25 people 
Comfortable colors and furniture 

Requiremen ts: 4',0" minimum distance between table 
edge and circulation space 
(Crosbie 2001, 89). 

Smallest table size is 4 person, 81 sq. ft. 
per 4, person table (Crosbie 2001, 283). 

3',0" minimum aisle width 

(Crosbie 2001, 88). 
Tables that can be moved together to 
create larger table. 

20,40 f.c. (Hoke 2000, 53). 
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Activities: Playing 

Users: Families (Children, Adult) 

Gqthering 

I 
Plqyroom 

/\ 
Dining Kitchen 

Figure 2.51. Children easily supervised by 
adults cooking, eating, or talking. 

Figure 2.52. A child-friendly and child
scale room. 

Factors: Scaled for children 8 and younger 

Easily cleaned and durable materials 

No sharp edges or rough surfaces 

Colorful and bright space 

Space for 1-10 children 

Requirements: Built in seating/storage areas 12" tall 
(Crosbie 2001, 5). 

No storage area farther than 60" off of 
the ground (Crosbie 2001, 5). 

Low lying windows, placed no higher 
than 24" off ground (Crosbie 2001, 5). 

Minimum 400 sq. ft. (Hoke 2000, 889). 

Commercial grade carpet or hard surface 
(i.e. tile, linoleum, wood, etc.) with area 
rugs. 

2 tables, 4'-0" diameter 18" off ground 
(Crosbie 2001, 5) 

8Chairs 14" seating height 

(Crosbie 2001, 5). 
20-40 f.c. (Hoke 2000, 53). 
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A-ctiviti; ~n~ 5!'~ A'nA-l i-;sis Bedroom Suite 

Activities: Sleeping 

Dressing 
Talking 
Playing 
Bathing 
Storage 

Users: Families (Adult, teen, child) 

/Storage 

Bedroom 
I 

Gat,~c:ri ng 
. 

Entry · Public 
Realm 

Figure 2.53. Bedrooms are set apart from 
the rest of the house. 

Figure 2.54. Acoustical privacy. 

All Rooms will have: 

Factors: 

Closet Storage for 4 people 
Seating area with table and chairs 
or armchairs 

Desk and dressers 
Bedside tables 
Closet 
Bathroom 
Additional space for cot and crib in each 
room. 

Allow for addition of cots and cribs 

Soundproof insulation in walls 
Durable and Comfortable materials 
Easily cleaned surfaces 

Isolation Suites (additional) 
Individual heating.lair conditioning 
positive air system 

Closet Storage for 4 people 
ADA compliant bathroom 
living area (couch, television, chairs, 
coffee table) 

Dining area/Kitchenette 
(table, chairs) 56 



Bedroom 
Requirements: Minimum 18" width between wall and bed 

(Crosbie 2001, 89). 
Minimum closet 24x36" 
ADA compliant bathroom with tub/shower 
30,40 f.c. (Hoke 2000, 53) lighting in bedroom. 
Minimum 10 sq. ft. of dresser (Hoke 2000, 53) . 

Double bed 54x84" (Crosbie 2001, 15). 
Twin bed 39x84" (Crosbie 2001, 15). 

Crib 32x60" (Crosbie 2001, 15). 
Sofa bed 32x84 [to 54x84"] (Crosbie 2001, 15). 
Dresser 21x48" (Crosbie 2001, 15). 
Bedside table 2lx24" (Crosbie 2001, 15). 
Desk and chair 40x36" [includes sitting area] 
(Crosbie 2001, 15). 

Table and 2 chairs 66" diameter 

(Crosbie 2001, 283). 
Type One: 2 twin beds minimum 240 sq. ft. 

(Crosbie 2001, 319). 
Type Two: 1double,1twinminimum250 sq. ft. 

(Crosbie 2001, 319). 
Type lbree: 2 double minimum 260 sq. ft. 

(Crosbie 2001, 319). 
Type Four: 1double, 1twin,1 sofa bed minimum 260 sq. ft. 

(Crosbie 2001, 319). 

Isolation Suite 
Additional 
Requirements: Minimum 450 sq. ft. for entire suite. 

l'.. linimum 10 sq. ft. dresser 
(Crosbie 2001, 89). 

l'..tinimum closet 24x48" 
Table and 4 chairs, [includes sitting] 
78xl08" (Crosbie 2001, 283). 

Kitchenette minimum 48 sq. ft. 
(Crosbie 2001, 49). 

Sink 24xl8x10" (Crosbie 2001, 74). 
Range/oven/microwave 30x24x72" 

(Hoke 2000, 610) 
Under counter refrigerator/freezer 
36x24x34" (Hoke 2000, 611). 

40,60 f.c. direct light in kitchen 

(Hoke 2000, 53). 
10, 30 f.c. diffuse light in living area 
(Hoke 2000, 53). 

20,40 f.c. diffuse light in dining area 

(Hoke 2000, 53). 

Type Two Bedroom 
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Activities: 

Users: 

Sleeping 
Cooking 

Bathing 
Playing 

Resident 

Eating 
Dressing 
Talking 
Television watching 

House Manager 

Weekend Manager 
Resident Manager's family 

Bedrooms . 
. 

MClnClger 
Beqroom 

I 
G~theri ng Room 

I 
I 

Entry 

Figure 2.55. Strongest relationship with 
public realm but easy access to bedrooms. 

Factors: Soundproof insulation in walls 
Durable and Comfortable materials 
Easily cleaned and sanitized surfaces 
Master bedroom (double bed, 2 bedside 
tables, 2 dressers, closet, desk and chair) 

ADA compliant bathroom 
Living area (couch, television, chairs, 
coffee table, dresser) 

Dining area/Kitchenette (table, chairs) 
Close proximity to public spaces 
Resident Manager (Additional) 
Second bedroom (twin bed, bedside table, 
dressers, closet, desk and chair) 

Weekend and House Manager: 
Type Three: 1double, 1 sofa bed minimum 
260 sq. ft. (Crosbie 2000, 89). 

Resident Manager: 
Type Four: 1double, 1twin,1 sofa bed, 
minimum 260 sq. ft. 
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Requirements: Minimum 450 sq. ft. for entire suite. 
Minimum 18" width between wall and bed 
and minimum 36" in front of dresser 
(Crosbie 2001, 89). 

Minimum 10 sq. ft. of dresser 
(Crosbie 2001, 89). 

Minimum closet 36x48" per room 
Bedside table 21x24" (Crosbie 2001, 15). 
Sofa bed 32x84 [to 54x84"] (Crosbie 2001, 15). 

Coffee table 24x36" 

Desk and chair 40x36" [includes sitting area] 
(Crosbie 2001, 15). 

Table, 4 chairs, movement 78x108" 

(Crosbie 2001, 283). 

Kitchenette minimum 48 sq. ft. 
(Crosbie 2001, 49). 

Sink 24xl8x10" (Crosbie 2001, 74). 

40,60 f.c. lighting in kitchen (Hoke 2000, 53) . 

20,40 f.c. lighting in dining area 
(Hoke 2000, 53). 

10, 30 f.c. lighting in living area 

(Hoke 2000, 53). 
30,40 f.c. (Hoke 2000, 53) lighting 
in bedrooms. 

Resident Manager 
Additional 
Requirements: Minimum 750 sq. ft. for entire suite. 

Twin bed 39x84" (Crosbie 2001, 15). 

59 



Activities: 

Users: 

i+c..tivit11 ttn( Sf AU A'nt~.J1-JSiS Recreation Room 

Talking (F) Playing (F) 

Television w atching (F) Playing pool (F) 

Families (Adult, teen) 

Recre~tion Room 

/ \ 
Bedrooms G'1thering 

Room 
I 

Public 
Re'11m 

Figure 2.56. To maintain a quiet atmosphere, 
the bedrooms will have an indirect relationship. 

Factors: Safety 
Pleasant atmosphere 

Area to play pool 

Area to watch TY 

Area to play video games 
Table to play games, cards 

Requirements: 20, 30 f.c. lighting for overall room 

(Hoke 2000, 53). 

30,50 f.c. lighting over game table and 
pool table (Hoke 2000, 53). 

Lounge area with couches, chairs, TV, 
and coffee/side tables 10,15 people, 
minimum of 250 sq. ft. (Crosbie 2001, 88). 

Space for pool table and players 
15'6"x20', 0" (Hoek 2000, 280) 

86x86" for game table area 

(Crosbie 2001, 283). 

Durable and easily cleaned flooring of 
commercial grade carpet, tile, wood, or 
acceptable alternative. 

Minimum 10 sq. ft. storage. 
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Activities: 

Users: 

Watching TV (F) 

Talking (F) 

Relaxing (F) 

Families (Adults, teens, children) 

Bedrooms 
I 
I 
I 
I 

TV Room 
I 

Gcit lleri ng 
Room 

\Public 
Recilm 

Figure 2.57. TV room remains in the public 
portion of the house. 

Factors: Comfortable in size, color, light and 
materials 

Space for 10 people 
Able to be closed off to other rooms to 
prevent sound transmission 

Requirements: 10, 20 f.c. from diffuse lighting sources for 
general room (Hoek 2000, 53). 

20,30 f.c. spot lighting or down lighting on 
floors or wails (Hoek 2000, 53). 

Couches, armchairs, coffee table, side 
tables, entertainment center with storage 
for videos 

Minimum of 200 sq. ft. of space for room 
(Crosbie 2001, 88). 

Easy open/close door(s) minimum of 36" 
wide for ADA compliance. 

Stain resistant fabrics on furniture. 
Easily cleaned and durable floor material 
such as cornrnercial,grade carpet, area 
rugs, wood, tile or other appropriate 
substitute. 
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Activities: 

Users: 

Meeting (F, S, Board members community leaders) 

Reading (F) 

Talking (F) 
Computer Use (F) 

Families (Adult, t een, child) 

Staff 

Board Members/Community leaders 

;Library 

/c'lt~eri rig 
Roo m 

. I \ 
: Entry Public 

:· / Req lm 
office 

Figure 2.58. Maintain a secondary connection 
with the office for official business. 

Factors: Warm and Inviting 

Book shelves 

Seating for reading or meetings 

Computer work station 

Requirements: 36xl2x82" tall bookshelves (Hoke 2000, 
622). 

Desk and chair 40x36" [includes sitting 
area] (Crosbie 2001, 15). 

Loveseat and 3,4 seat couches 

Armchairs 27x27" (Hoke 2000, 634). 

Side tables minimum of 24x24" 

(Crosbie 2001, 15.). 

Space for 10 during a meeting 
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Activities: Calling (F) 
Talking (F) 
Sitting (F) 

Waiting (F) 

Users: Families (Adults primarily, teen, child) 

,Phone Room 

. · I 
1 GC1thering 

.' /Room\ 
Bedrooms Public 

ReC1lm 
Figure 2.59. A strong connection with the 
bedrooms is necessary. 

Figure 2.60. Acoustical privacy. 

Factors: Comfortable sitting environment with 
soft and durable materials. 

Quiet space 

Requirements: 10-20 f.c. lighting from indirect and 
diffuse fixtures (Hoek 2000, 53). 

3-person couch approx. 85x36" 
(Hoke 2000, 624). 

2 arm chairs approx. 27x27" 

(Hoke 2000, 634). 
2 end tables approx. 24x24" 
(Crosbie 2001, 15) . 

ADA Compliant. 
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A'ctivit1j l{,n~ 5J'AU AnA-ti;sis Public Restroom 

Activities: 

Users: 

Washing hands (F, S, V, G) 
Going to restroom (F, S, V, G) 

Families 
Staff 
Volunteers 
Guests 

Public BClthroom 

I 
Gqthering 

Room 

I 
Public 
Reqlm 

Figure 2.61. Accessible to all public spaces. Figure 2.62. Must meet ADA standards. 

Factors: ADA compliant 
Easily cleaned materials 
Lockable door 

Requirements: Minimum of 58 sq. ft. to be ADA compliant 
(Hoke 2000, 972). 

ADA compliant toilet 
ADA compliant counter and sink 

Grab bars 
Trash receptacle 
[n,swinging door. 
Soap dispenser 
Paper towel dispenser 
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A-ctiviti; ~n~ ~J'A-U A-n"-'ti;sis Laundry Room 

Activities: 

Users: 

Washing (F, S) 

Drying (F, S) 
Ironing (F) 
Talking 

Recycling 

Families (Adult, teen) 

Staff 

Gathering 

I 
L~undry~P t 

\ qn ~ 

Kitchen 

Figure 2.63. Secondary relationships with 
other spaces. 

D 

Figure 2.64. Manageable passageways 
necessary. 

Factors: 3 washers, 3 d riers, 2 ironing boards 

Storage for equipment 
Space to fold, separate, and iron clothes 

Requirements: 60" minimum space between machine and 
other item (Hoek 2000, 868). 

3', 0" by 6',0" ironing space 
(Hoek 2000, 868). 

36x36" space for each washer 

(Hoek 2000, 868). 

39x47" space for each drier 
(Hoek 2000, 868). 

Provide sink 30x24x8" (Hoek 2000, 696). 

Trash can and recycling area minimum 2'0" 
by 8',0" (Hoek 2000, 874, 944). 

Sitting area minimum 8 sq. ft. 
(Hoke 2000, 625). 
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lrc..tivit"'J ~n~ ~f Af-e lrn~•J1f SiS Cleaning Storage (one per floor) 

Activities: 

Users: 

Storage (F, S) 

Families (Adult, teen) 

Staff 

Cleq n i ng Store)ge 

! I 
: GCitheri ng 

! I \ 
Bedrooms Public 

ReCilm 

Figure 2.65. Option I: indirect relationship 
with the private and public spaces. 

Cleqning Store)ge 

I \ 
Bedrooms Gathering 

I 
Public 
Realm 

Figure 2.66. Option 2: Dire.ct relatioi:iship . 
with the private realm. indirect relationship 
with the public realm 

Factors: Space for storing cleaning supplies, 
vacuums, and other needed tools. 

Requirements: Inward swing door minimum 36" wide 
Minimum 12" deep shelving 
Floor storage area mi.nirnum 18x48" 
Storage space separated from walking 
space. 

20, 30 f.c. diffuse lighting (Hoke 2000, 53). 
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Activities: 

Users: 

r+ctiviti; ~n~ ~f l'.a. r+nlf.,l~sis Bed Storage (One per floor) 

Cot Storage 

Crib Storage 
Bedding Storage 

Families (Adult, teen) 

Staff 

, . . . . 
. 

. 
' . . 

' . . 
' . 
' . . 

GCltheHng 

Bedrooms 

Figure 2.61. Most important connection is 
with the bedrooms. 

Factors: Space to store and access cots and 
cribs. 

Storage of bedding items 

Requirements: 36" minimum door. 
Minimum 36" wide circulation area. 
Single cot space approx. 39x24" each 

(Hoke 2000, 626). 

Crib 32x60" each (Crosbie 2001, 15). 
Shelving for bedding minimum 18" 
deep. 

Shelving made of wood product or 
laminate to ensure durability and 
easily cleaned 

20, 30 f.c. diffuse lighting 
(Hoke 2000, 53) . 
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Activities: 

Users: 

Circulation 

W alking 
Talking 
Reading 

Gardening 

Families 
Volunteers 

Staff 

• • • • • • 
G4thering 

Sitting 

Playing 

Eating 
Relaxing 
Cooking 

Figure 2.68. Easy access to the courtyard 
from all parts of the house. 

Figure 2.69. Choices between shade and sun. 

Factors: Space to be in sunlight or in shade 
Have semi,private areas within the 
courtyard 

Plantings (trees, bushes, flowers, ... ) 
Offer various seating areas and types 

Requirements: Activity areas and covered areas minimum 
of 6', Q" wide. 

Walkways minimum of 36" wide 
Vary floor material from brick, concrete, 
stone, tile, and dirt. 

Smooth transitions from one flooring 
material to another. 

Include sprinkling system for unpaved 
areas. 

Provide weather resistant seating and 
tables of treated metal, brick, and wood . 
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Activities: 

Users: 

Circulation 

W alking 
Talking 
Reading 

Cooking 

Sitting 

Playing 
Eating 
Relaxing 

Families (Adult, teen, child) 

Figure 2.70. Sun and shade. Figure 2.71. Different seating areas. 

Factors: Space to be in sunlight or in shade 
Plantings (trees, bushes, flowers, ... ) 
Offer various seating areas and types 
Locate with pleasant views 

Requirements: Activity areas and covered areas minimum 
of 6' , Q" wide. 

Vary floor material from brick, concrete, 
stone, or tile. 

Provide weather resistant seating and 
tables of treated metal, brick, and wood. 

Plant shrubs, trees, ground cover, and 
flowers which are deciduous and 
coniferous. 

Locate patios off of public areas in view 
from inside the house. 
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Figure 3.1. Harvesting cotton. 

f>venJie.w (If e,_,(lnte.xtuA-t 1SSUtS Region: 

Figure 3.2. A dust storm moving in. 

W est Texas, where Lubbock is located, is an agricultural 
region. Cotton, peanuts, and grain farm land stretch 
across the entire region. Within this area Lubbock, 
Midland, Odessa, and Amarillo are the largest cities and 
the hubs of activity. Small towns scattered across the 
plains feed into these cities. Lubbock is the medical hub 
for W est Texas and Eastern New Mexico because of its 
multiple medical centers and expertise. 

Agricultural buildings dominate across the region. As a 
whole, the region incorporates wood and brick into 
housing. The courtyard centered house is considered a 
regional trait even though much new building, in Lubbock 
at least, results in suburban style form. The courtyard is 
appropriate to the region since it reduces and blocks t he 
strong wind and blowing dust common throughout the 
year. 
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Figure 3.3. Decaying grain silos. 



tJve:rview "f ~C1nte.xtu Pvt Issues Lubbock: 

Figure 3.4. An Arial view of downtown Lubbock. 

Figure 3.5. The state of Texas. 

Lubbock is located near the edge of t he Great Plains in a 
region known as the South Plains. This region is serni, arid 
and with the city sitting at 33°35' N, 101°51' W (Lubbock, Texas 
2002). Elevation of the city is at an 3,256 feet above sea level 
(Ibid.). The city is the largest of the region as has been the 
county seat since 1891 (Lubbock, Texas 2002). 

T he city has benefited from the rail industry, which services 
the town and can boast a well used airport. Lubbock 
maintains its status as a hub with Interstate Highway 27 
passing through the city as well as U.S. Highway 84, U.S. 
Highway 87, U.S. Highway 62/82, and State Highway 
114(Lubbock, Texas 2002). 

Population of the city hovers near 200,000 with a mix of 
approximately 70% Caucasian, 20% Hispanic, and 10% black 
(Lubbock, Texas 2002). 

Topography of the city is relatively flat with variations 
except for the Yellow, House Canyon that lies in the Eastern 
portion of the city. 
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Figure 3.6. The old rail depot. 



t>ve.nlie..w "f e,"ntextul',,t Issues Neighborhood: 

Figure 3.7. Covenant Medical Center Lakeside. 

Figure 3.8. A medical 
building which 
reinterprets the 
Spanish style. 

The site is at the intersection of Nashville Avenue and 241.h 
Street. A Medical district lies to the North and Northwest with 
Covenant Medical Center Lakeside directly across the street. 
This hospital will begin conversion to a women and children's 
hospital in late 2002. This change will create a 40, bed Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) as well as a 12, bed pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU), 5, bed pediatric cardiac care unit, 48, 
bed pediatric medical/surgical unit as well as a newborn nursery 
(Cove:11a11t Health System 2002 ). 

Directly to the East and South of the site is a residential 
neighborhood. Most homes are one story and sit on an average 
lot size of 7,500 sq. ft. To the Southwest and West lies Maxi 
Park. This park surrounds a playa lake, a low, lying area that 
collects rain and storm water runoff, and will flood occasionally 
after heavy rains. Within the park are baseball fields, 
playgrounds, picnic areas, a community center and public 
restrooms. The park has numerous types of trees including 
weeping willow, oak, and honey locust. 

The residential houses are style,less one,story brick and wood 
homes from the 1950s, 1970s. Covenant has a blue,glass building 
and a light brown brick building without a particular style 
being followed Examples of Modern ideas and stucco,covered 
Spanish buildings are more prominent on new buildings within 
the medical district. One Covenant building (figure X), 
though, shows an attempt to combine the Spanish 
influence of the region with the well, used brick and 7 5 
successfully stands out as its own style. 



~ve.rView "f e,unte.tiuttt Issues climate: 

Figure 3.9. An approaching storm. 

One major climate issue of the city is strong wind. The 
average speed of wind in Lubbock is 14mph (Smith 1968, 
234) with the prevailing wind coming from the Southwest . 

Annual precipitation is 19 inches (fbid., 115) and snowfall is 
6 inches (Smith 1968, 150). At least one time within a 
calendar year, the city will experience flooding caused by 
the slow movement of water out of the flat city. Humidity 
over a year averages at 54% (Smith 1968, 176). 

December through February are the coldest months with 
over half of the days registering below freezing (Smith 1968, 
72). Summers are hot and dry with temperatures in the 90 • 
, 100° and hotter range. Sunshine is the norm with June, 
July and August having an average of 80,82% sunshine 
(Smith 1968, 190,195). January is the month with the least 
percentage with only 63% possible sunshine (Smith 1968, 
190,195). Fall and spring are pleasant with September, 
October, April, and May requiring little heating. 

Figure 3.10. Maxi Park's playa lake. 76 



()ve.rvie.w "f ~Clnte.xtuA-l Issues Physical Issues of the Site: 

Figure 3.ll. An Arial view of the site, in green, and the surrounding neighborhoods. 

The site measures 270', 0" from North to South and 293',8" 
from East to West 

Along the East and North sides of the site are planted a 
single row of oak trees. These trees limit the view into the 
site on both sides. The W estem edge of the site has locust 
trees scattered around as well as juniper and golden ring 
trees located in the park proper. This group of trees limits 
the view to and from the site to the park. The South side 
has scattered oak trees. 

The current site is built up from the flood plane and native 
rocks are used to cover the sloped terrain. 

Main views from the site will be to the West and 
Southwest, looking at Maxi Park 

Main views to the site will be from the neighborhood to 
the South and approaching the site from the west. The 
North and East sides are lined with trees which will 
reduce visibility. 
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t>ve.nliew "f ~"nte.xtu tt-t Issues Main Goals 

Figure 3.12. Looking to the site from Maxi Park (looking East). 

Figure 3.13. Looking W est from the site, to Maxi Park. 

Relating and respecting the residential district. 

Maintaining privacy and a visual separation from 
Covenant Hospital. 

Creating outdoor spaces usable in fall, spring, and 
summer. 

Capturing views to the park while obstructing the 
summer sun. 

Block and diffuse prevailing winds where necessary in 
outdoor spaces. 
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Figure 3.14. Looking Southeast from the site. 

Figure 3.15. Looking to the South side of the site. 79 
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Figure 3.16. The neighborhood around the site. Dark Blue: Site, Red: 
Medical, Light Blue: Residential, Green: Maxi Park. 

Figure 3.17. Prevailing winds come from the Southwest. Drainage 
shown with red arrows. 
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Figure 3.18. Characteristics to take advantage of. Figure 3.19. Characteristics to limit. 
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Figure 3.20. Pedestrian circulation shown with dashed line 
and automobile circulation shown with dots. 

Figure 3.21 One way to remove water from the site and 
drain to the playa lake. 
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Figure 3.22. Plan view showing the 
residential related to the left and the 
school related to the right. 

Figure 3.23. The earth berm to lessen the height of the center to the residential neighborhood. 

Project: Irvington Community Center 

Architects: ELS/Elbasani &: Logan Architects 

Source: linn, Charles. "'Separate But Equal." 
Architectural Record Qune 1996) , 82,87. 

A major program requirement of the community center 
was to respond to the residential neighborhood context in 
w hich it is located. The first step for Donn Logan was to 
study the volumes of the surrounding buildings. Logan 
realized that the best relationship would be with the 
school across the street. Elevations facing the school 
mirrored its volume and scale . 

Relating to the houses was the next issue. In order to 
diminish the scale of the community center, the architects 
employed several methods. The first was to create earth 
berms. This effectively lessened the perceived height of 
the center. Wood as a cladding material softened the 
appearance of the building, relating it more closely to 
residential architecture. Finally, lattice work was created 
to support flowering vines. Not only did this soften the 
materiality but helped to camouflage the building's size. 

85 



Figure 3.24. The East 
facing entry court, 
protected from the sun 
and wind. 

Project: Byrne Residence 
Architects: Will Bruder 
Source: Pearson, Clifford A. "Byrne Residence, 
North Scottsdale, Arizona." Architectural Record 
(April 1999), 98,105. 

William Bruder's love for the desert extends to creating 
living space outdoors. Considering the severe heat 
experienced outside of Scottsdale, Arizona, Bruder must 
effectively control and limit the sun. 

The Byrne residence runs on a diagonal from the Northwest 
to the Southeast . Views to the mountains lie to the W est, 
causing a conflict between views and comfort. To counter 
this, Bruder designed the house against a hillside. This 
limits the sun's heat as it creates shadows and cool escapes. 

Off of the Master Bedroom, Bruder designed an outdoor 
living and dining area for the owners. Facing the Southeast, 
this terrace is a shaded oasis in the late afternoon and 
evening. During the winter months, this terrace will warm 
in the mornings making use feasible. Throughout the 
warmer months it will be a cool resting place away from the 
heat. 

86 
Figure 3.25. The site show ing the alignment to the land. 



Figure 3.26. The east side of the 
house. The master bedroom terrace is 
to the left and entry to the right. 

87 



Project: J. Parker Huber House 
Architects: Michael Singer. Inc. 

Source: Pearson, Clifford A. "].Parker Huber 
House, Brattleboro, Vermont." Architectural 
Record (April 1999), 110~1115 . 

Creation of a srreet screen was an initial goal for this 
residence. Privacy and connecting with nature were the 
owner's desires and Architect Michael Singer approached 
this house as a piece of sculpture. Singer hoped to address 
enclosure, layering, and materiality. 

Located amongst typical New England houses, privacy was 
achieved in two primary ways. First , the house's front 
elevation is literally a screen to the street. Interweaving 
concrete panels and cedar rrellis work, the front has few 
openings to the interior. Once the plantings have matured, 
the house will become "a lush plane of green, linking yet 
separating outdoors and in." 

The second privacy element was creating an earth mound 
towards the srreet. These mounds curve towards the 
center of the site and open up just enough to allow a 
walkway to the front door. Combined with the green 
plane, this home could one day disappear into nature, 
isolating itself from the neighborhood. 

Figure 3.28. The entry in-between the earth mounds. 
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Figure 3.29. Similar forms. 

Figure 3.31. Planting barrier. 

Figure 3.30. Transition scale to residential level. 

• •• ••• 

Figure 3.32. Obstruct perceived size with 
earth barrier. 

Goal: Relate to and respect the residential district. 

Performance Requirement One: Create similar forms and 
use a similar scale towards the residential neighborhoods. 

Performance Requirement Two: Create pieces of a visual 
barrier to the residential neighborhood to mask the larger 
scale. 
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Figure 3.33. Accentuate the barrier with 
existing and additional plantings. 

Figure 3.35. Plants will shade during the 
summer and provide sun during winter. 

Figure 3.34. Wall of plantings. 

Figure 3.36. Walls to reduce sun during 
summer but allow sunlight for winter. 

# 

sis Issue Two: Covenant Hospital 

Goal: Maintaining privacy and a visual separation from 
Covenant Hospital. 

Performance Requirement One: Create places with a 
visual barrier to the hospital to preserve privacy. 

Issue Three: Creating outdoor spaces usable in fall 
spring, and summer. 

Performance Requirement One: Create shaded areas for 
hot weather. 

Performance Requirement Two: Create sunny areas for 
cool weather. 
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,+,tivit~ ~n~ 5J'Aa fTn~l~SiS Issue Four: Sun Exposure 

Figure 3.37. Views without sun. Figure 3.38. Shade creation. 

Figure 3.39. Plant barrier. Figure 3.40. Wall Barrier. 

Goal: Capturing views of the park while obstructing the 
summer sun. 

Performance Requirement One: Design long overhangs 
above windows and patios. 

Performance Requirement Two: Plant and maintain trees 
to the West of the window or patio. 

Issue Five: Wind 

Goal: Block and diffuse prevailing winds where necessary 
in outdoor spaces. 

Performance Requirement One: Use plantings to diffuse 
winds. 

Performance Requirement Two: Design walls as barriers 
to prevailing winds. 
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•pt«,e u ·"'J 
Room #. of Users Net Sq. Ft . Room # of Users Net Sq. Ft. 

Entry 1,7 200 Public Restroom I 60 

Office 1,4 350 Laundry 1-4 200 

Director Office 1 225 Cleaning Storage x 2 I 150 

Gathering Room 1, 25 650 Bed Storage x 2 I 150 

Kitchen 1, 10 500 Courtyard 1-30 -

Pantry 2 150 Patio l-10 -

Dining Room 1, 30 700 

Playroom 1, 10 400 

Bedroom x 4 1,6 1200 Total New Square Footage: 9,785 sq. ft. 

Isolation suite x 3 1,5 1500 Addition of Circulation and Mechanical: x l. 3 

Resident &: House 1,4 1500 
Manager x 2 

Usable Square Footage: 12,721 sq. ft. 

Weekend Manager 1 450 Addition of Walls and Partitions: x l. 2 

Recreation Room 1, 20 700 Gross Square Footage: 15,265 sq. ft. 

TV Room 1,10 300 

library 1,10 300 

Phone room 1,6 100 95 
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Figure 4.1. The parti showing two axes of importance. 

Figure 4.2. Preliminary elevation showing residential unit. 

Figure 4.3. Preliminary elevation showing residential unit on the 
left and public unit on the right. 

Combining the design process with the requirements and goals 
from the program was a large step. Breaking the process into 
pieces, the overall layout was studied. Some ancient Native 
American settlements in New Mexico show both organization 
and respect to an important object. Towns would be organized 
along an axis or grid but would be oriented towards a sacred 
mountain or other object. 

Considering the importance the hospital plays in the day to day 
life of users, an orientation to the hospital would be both 
regional and appropriate. Concurrently, the Ronald McDonald 
House is supposed to be a place where families can experience a 
little touch of normalcy during stressful times. Orientating to 
the residential neighborhood would also be appropriate. 

Deciding to treat both the relationship to the hospital and the 
neighborhood equally a partl was created with two axes (figures 
4.1). According to this idea, public spaces are oriented on the 
axis which points to the hospital. This relates how the users all 
share a commonality, an intense focus on Covenant Lakeside 
with a child being treated there. On the opposite end of the 
spectrum when families are alone in their rooms the relation is 
to the residential neighborhood. This quiet shift is an attempt 
to reacquaint the families to what they are used to: life in a 
single family house. Hopefully, this is one more way to make 
families and parents feel more comfortable and more at home 
during such a difficult time in their lives. 
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Breaking the building into two distinct areas was the first 
way to lessen the impact of a large building into the existing 
neighborhood. Spacing, layout, and the use of outdoor spaces 
to further reduce the massing of the building were the next 
design step. Preliminary designs were a study of elevations. ( 
These ideas (figure 4.2 and 4.3) told about the true scale to be 
expected out of the final design. During design review, these 
elevations were described as being too large. By incorporating 
setbacks and insetting porches the size of the residential unit 
was minimized. Initially, a multiple courtyard scheme was 
studied but review found the scheme hard to manage and 
create comfortable spaces. 

Preliminary design ideas which appear in the final design 
include the creation of circulation space as a unifying element. 
The hallways, which lead one past public and private spaces, 
become markers for visitors to orient themselves with. These 
markers became tall, clearstory spaces in the final design with 
smaller, more intimate spaces connected along the way. 
When viewing the site plan (figure 4.4) the partl is evident in 
the design. The overall design intent for this project was to ~ 
create a comfortable, secure place where families going tK 
through stressful times can interact, galvanize, rest, and feel 
at home. 

Figure 4.4. Site plan 1 1<7 2S' SU 

N ._ 
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Room Key 

L Entry 
2. Office 
3. Director's Office 
4. Gathering Room 
5. Library 
6. Manager Suite 
7. Phone Room 
8. Dining Room 
9. Play Room 

10. Kitchen 
11. Pantry 
12. Trash/Recycle Bins 
13. Laundry 
14. Recreation Room 
15. Patio 
16. Television Lounge 
17. Guest Suite 
LS. Isolation Suite 
19. Bathroom 
20. Closet 
21. Porch 
22. Lounge 
23. Storage 
24. Courtyard 
25. Play Court 
26. Mechanical/Electrical 

Figure 4.5. First floor Figure 4.6. Second Floor 
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When parents and families leave the hospital they walk 
along bricked sidewalks, turn away from the hospital and 
approach the Ronald McDonald House. A low wall begins 
the path, turns into a beam which becomes a pergola. The 
entry is a small tower in the form of a barn where visitors 
can sign in, sit and wait (figure 4.7). Access into the living 
spaces of the house is limited to families, their guests, and 
workers. 

The first space families use is the gathering room (figure 
4.8). This large room has a massive limestone fireplace, 
wood beams, and French doors into the courtyard. Multiple 
seating areas are scattered in the room allowing for families 
to sit, talk quietly, or wait for other families. The fireplace is 
the centerpiece of the room and is on axis with the first long 
hallway. 

Upon entering this hall, one sees French doors along the 
southern wall and a small lounge area. On the northern wall 
are a series of openings into the dining room, playroom, and 
recreation room. Since parents must always supervise their 
children, the community rooms all connect so parents can 
always see their children. Whether they are doing laundry, 
cooking, eating, or watching television parents can see into 
the playroom. 

The public spaces afford various choices to residents 
depending on their desire each day. Families experiencing a 
particularly difficult day can walk through the courtyard to 
their room without interacting with others. Throughout the 
public realm there are spots of privacy, small lounges, to give 
further choices for interaction. 

The residential unit is separated from the public area with a 
hall, and a circulation lobby. Upon entering the area itself, 
one is again given choices. Residents can linger in the 
television lobby (figure 4.9) or walk directly to their rooms. 
A second lounge area lies across the hall from the southern 
staircase. 

From the second floor, residents may look down into both 
lounge areas. The second hall also extends above the second 
floor with clerestory windows, allowing light to extend into 
the innermost areas of the house. 

Each guest suite is equipped with a sizable closet, handicap 
accessible bathroom, seating area, porch, and sleeping area. 
Privacy and flexibility are the most important elements of 
these rooms. lndividual suites are spacious enough to allow 
the addition of cots, cribs, and sofa beds. Additional 
furniture and bedding are stored in public closets in the 
main hall. 

100 



Figure 4.7. View of the entry. 101 
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Figure 4.8. View of the gathering room 102 



Figure 4.9. View of the Television Lounge. 

Mechanical and electrical equipment are housed within a 
separate and acoustically sealed room in the middle of the 
building. Heating and air conditioning units are located in t his 
room as well as in attic spaces and on top of roofs. Isolation 
suites are equipped with separate HYAC units to reduce the 
spread of germ and infection. These suites have a kitchenette, 
dining area, living area, porch, bathroom, and a separate 
bedroom. 

The courtyard (figure 4.10.)is designed to become an extension 
of the house. French doors are used throughout the house to 
open rooms up to the courtyard. In order to take variable 
weather into account, different types of outdoor space are 
provided within the area. Outside of the gathering room is a 
large pergola, allowing people to sit in the sun while covered 
porches surround the space and provide shade to sit in . 

A small fountain and trees lie in the center of the space. These 
create white noise, a diversion for children, and additional 
shade. On the Southern and Western walls of the courtyard 
are breezeways, benches, and tables. These openings allow sun 
and limited winds inside the space to increase air circulation 
and provide another environment. 
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Outdoor spaces abound in the 
design. Not only do bedrooms 
have private porches but the 
recreation room has a patio 
and a play court. The library 
has a porch for small 
receptions, meetings, or for 
leisure. The pergola on the 
north of the building provides 
a small waiting, playing or 
talking space for families, 
employees, and visitors. The 
courtyard provides ample 
room to cook, eat, play, and sit 

J within the space. 

Figure 4.10. View of the Courtyard. 1 Q4 
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Figure 4.U. View of the Entry and Office. 

Figure 4.13. View of the North Elevation. 

Figure 4.11. Final Thesis Layout. 105 
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Figure 4.16. Longitudinal Section 

Thermal Insulation 

Rowlock Sill with Flashing 

4" Thick Limestone 
Coursed Rubble With 
1/2" Face Joints 

Metal Wall Tie 

1/4" Plywood Sheathin 

2" Limestone Pavers 
1" Mortar Bed 

2" Concrete Foundation 
s· 6 mil. Polyethylene Sheet 

Vapor Barrier 
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Figure 4.18. Northeast Elevation. 

Figure 4.19. Northwest 8evation. 
108 



Figure 4.20. Southwest Elevation. 

888 

Figure 4.21. Southeast Elevation. 
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Figure 4.22. View of Eastern Bedrooms and Play Court. 

Figure 4.24. View showing Western Bedrooms and Courtyard. 

Figure 4.23. Arial view. 
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Figure 4.25. Looking into the Courtyard at the 
pergola and porches. 

Figure 4.26. Looking into the Courtyard with 
Sun from the Southwest Note the shade and 
shadow throughout the space. 

Figure 4.27. Arial view looking over the 
courtyard to the South. 

111 



112 



Adhering to issues and performance requirements during 
the design process resulted in a building that responds to 
its surroundings. The Lakeside Ronald McDonald House 
combines traditional and agricultural forms in such a 
way that it references all three areas without overstating 
the differences. The materials of stucco and limestone 
are used together while the metal is throughout the 
entire building. Wood is used structurally and 
decoratively all over the house to add warmth and a 
rustic quality. Colors are neutral on the exterior to blend 
in with the surrounding neighborhood. In the house, 
colors range throughout the building from warm to cool 
to neutral. 

Using neutral colors allows the building to respect its 
neighbors. Breaking the building into smaller 
components and using similar forms relates the building 
to single family homes. These layers aid in obstructing 
the larger scale of the Ronald McDonald House. Even 
using driveways as small parking areas bring the scale of 
the House down to the existing homes. Facing the 
public areas to an internal courtyard increases privacy 
from the hospital, providing a respite for parents and 
families. 

This courtyard has multiple types of areas so that it is usable 
throughout the year. Protection from rain, sun, and wind are 
provided just as areas with breezes and sun are. Families, in 
rooms on the West side, can look to Maxi Park without being 
in complete sun in the afternoons. Some windows on this 
portion of the building need overhangs so that shades can be 
open. Patios, though, with their deep inset allow for windows 
and doors to be open without overly heating or lighting the 
suite. These rooms are further set back to lessen the impact of 
Southwesterly winds on the suites. 

; The ultimate design goal for this project was to create a 
comfortable, secure environment that encourages interaction. 
Providing a variety of spaces, from large and open to small and 
private lends itself to both goals. Allowing an individual to 
choose a space according to their feelings and circumstances 
means a building that metamorphoses according to need. Small 
lounge areas off of larger rooms keep individuals part of the 
community even when sharing experiences with one other 
person. Outdoor areas allow for increased opportunities to 
interact while eating, sitting, or playing. 
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As a whole, the Lakeside Ronald McDonald House adheres to 
most of the design requirements set forth. One minor change 
occurred to the program in the area of size. Originally, the 
estimated size was determined to be 15, 265 sq. ft. In the final 
design this changed to approximately 22,300 sq. ft for the 
building. This change is due to the increase in size of most 
rooms in the building as well as the creation of one additional 
bedroom suite than required. The space summary set forth in 
the program showed minimum areas versus estimations of true 
size needed. 

The strength of this project lies in its ability to respond to 
climate, culture and the needs of families in difficult situations. 

'.'< The merging of regionalism to a Ronald McDonald House 
presents a successful way to create appropriate and 
comfortable buildings. The extra time and energy spent to 
respect the regional traits of an area are minimal compared to 
the added comfort and security people will feel while staying at 
a Ronald McDonald House. 
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6u!'i;riljh.t ?e.rEtiissi'1n fr"f"A f{pnp.;t~ Mc.J)fflp.;t~ ~tniSe. e,,h,p.;ritie.s 
Email from Janet Burton, Director of Field Relations at Ronald 
McDonald House Charities. 

Sent on September 8, 2002. 

Tha~ you so much for both your introductory letter and for your 
em~. We would be pleased and honored to be the subject of your 
thesis. Please feel free to avail yourself of the 'Making Your House a 
Home' guide, keeping in mind that all its contents are the property of 
McDonald's Corporation and should not be used in any other form 
other than as a resource for your studies. We also have a number of 
past issues of the magazine, Hearts &: Hands that may give you 
additional insight into the design and implementation of the Ronald 
McDonald House program. I will have those copies sent to you early 
this week. 

When discussing the Ronald McDonald House specifically, please 
refer to it as one of the many programs of Ronald McDonald House 
Charities. Ronald McDonald House Charities, Ronald McDonald 
House, Ronald McDonald and 'The House That Love Built' are all 
trademarks of McDonald's Corporation and should each be followed 
by a circle R after their first use in your document. Please do not refer 
to the Ronald McDonald House as 'RMH' in print. 

With regard to your question about feasibility studies for new and/or 
expanding Houses ... we use a standardized RMHC medical feasibility 
form, gauging total beds in the hospital per department, 

total occupancy rates per department and geographic distance for 
each patient within each department. This information is entered 
into a customized database at the global office in Oak Brook to 
determine the number of bedrooms that are needed . At this time, 
the medical feasibility study form and information on the database 
would not be available for your reference. I will notify you of any 
change upon further discussions with my colleagues. 

In addition, each RMHC Chapter generally conducts a community 
feasibility study to assess knowledge and awareness of RMHC and 
its mission within the community; whether once informed of this 
mission the public would support a Ronald McDonald House 
projec~; and to disc?ver _other non,profit projects and campaigns 
that rru~ht be runrung Simultaneously to a campaign for a new or 
expanding Ron~d McDonald House. Thirdly, we ask for support of 
a new or expanding Ronald McDonald House project from the local 
McDonald's co,op. Since McDonald's is usually the lead donor ,, 
an_d_ certainly the primary ongoing donor of a House program ,, it is 
critical that they are prepared to take on the additional 
respon~i~ility of su~~g a Ronald McDonald House through 
fundraismg promotions, m, kind donations and volunteer 
participation. In my absence, please feel free to correspond with Jon 
Meyers, team leader for the Western U.S. at jon.meyers@mcd.com 
or 630,623,5619. We look forward to seeing your finished project 
and appreciate your support of the Ronald McDonald 
House program. 
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Conversation summarized. 
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The spaces at a Ronald McDonald House (RMH) depend on w hat 
illness the hospitals cater to. Isolation apartments are needed for 
cancer patients. These rooms have a kitchen area along with the 
bathroom and sleeping area. In Lubbock, most visitors have 
children in the NICU so an isolation suite is not a necessity in most 
cases. Different room sizes are needed. W e have some large 
bedrooms with a bath; some have a small second bedroom, while 
others are smaller rooms. 

The Lubbock RMH has: 
l? bedrooms 
Common Kitchen 
Several Living Areas 

2 Dining areas 

Laundry room 
Multiple decks 

Pantry 

Library 
Playroom 
Basement/recreational room 

The house has a family atmosphere. Families stay from 1 day up to 
six months. 

Now, some hospitals are providing sleeping areas in the hospital for 
families. A few are even incorporating a full RMH into the hospital. 

Care Mobiles provide care through charities. They deal with 
medical and/or dental needs and travels around the community. The 
LRMH would like to acquire one in the future. 

In order to build a RMH, at least l or 2 big hospitals are needed in a 
city. Teaching hospitals or hospitals associated with universities 
helps with cost. 

Approval for a new RMH is needed from the global office. This level 
carries out feasibility studies on the needs of the city. 

Planning committees are created to begin the houses. 

Charity groups help to run the house. 

Older homes near hospitals have problems with security. 

There are RMH's in Houston, San Antonio, Waco, Amarillo, DFW, 
El Paso has 2, Galveston. 
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House Tour: 
The house has restricted access. Either families have an electronic 
card,key or the staff must open the door. 

The entry has a volunteer desk. 

Restroom 

A resident manager lives in the house 24/7 

Recreation room (basement) has pool table, work, out equipment, 
arcade games, big screen tv, ... 

Computer room 

Laundry room - each family must make the room ready for the next 
family 

Patio - includes a play area for the children 

Vending machines 

Pantry - including freezers and shelving 

Kitchen!dining room has 3 tables and looks into playroom. 

Playroom 

TV lounge 

Library 

2nd floor: 

TV room 
Rooms have large baths, with dressers, cribs (if needed), a table, 
rocker, and desk. 

Some ground rules: 
Food is only allowed in kitchen and dining room. 
There is constant cleaning going on in the community by families, 
each of whom is responsible for certain chores and for cleaning 
after themselves. 
No children are to be left unattended 
ID card access 
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!ntenlieW: JA-niu 'Flem~s m,t/f A-u'ust..eoo..e 

Conversation summarized. 
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What are the Lubbock RMH current needs with space, access, 
location ... ? 
The current needs are office space. The house is usually full; they 
are on the border line of expansion. They are having more people 
visit but are staying shorter times. Because of this they are worried 
about usability of expanded space. Most patients at the Lubbock 
RMH are NICU, ICU, and PICU. Sometimes they barely cover the 
needs 

Projected needs? 
They need more office space. Getting more workers in the office 
means more room for the work The new entry area welcome desk 
will move volunteers out of the office, freeing up a little room. The 
office could be more efficient and a public and private office would 
be an asset 

Desired needs? 
Rooms would probably be this. They rarely have cancer patients 
but having an isolation suite (a need when dealing with cancer 
patients and their low immunities) would be necessary if the 
hospitals expand. A Care Mobile would expand their ability to help 
people around the area. This vehicle would be a medical and/or 
dental facility. These are very costly 

What is unique about Lubbock and the Lubbock RMH? 
The fact that there is plenty of room to grow and expand is very 
unique. Many hospitals around the country are in a downtown 
area. This makes expansion difficult and costly. Another asset is 
the outdoor space combined with a climate affable to almost year, 
round use. They are able to provide a large suite and kitchen for 
large families plus multiple living areas and the basement, recreation 
area. Probably the greatest success with the LRMH is the people 
since the organization is about the heart, not money 

What do you think is the greatest need the RMH provides for 
families? 

Camaraderie and support from the staff and other families is the 
element that a hotel or other situations could not provide. 
Everyone, at one time or another, needs someone to talk to and this 
is the ideal situation for that. 

Suggestions: Comfort, security, rest, "idea of home away from 
home," recognizable environment?? 
All the people need the comfort that being around like people 
provides. Around 70% of the patients are NICU. Many of the 
families have their children in the same area. This mix of interaction 
creates strong and lasting friendships. The 'home away from home' 
element is here but it does not just happen. 
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Is it important for the families to get away from the hospital? 
Physically, emotionally, mentally, out of sight? 
The parents have given their child all their energy and support and 
their time in the RMH is their time for support. Many times 
parents will only leave if the hospital staff must do things to the 
patients. Chores at the house help some parents to get emotions out 
while others are distracted by the chores, especially when they 
cannot do anything but worry. 

Does it matter if the hospital is across town, 10 minutes away, 
down the street versus within eyesight? 
The RMH needs to be as close as possible while remaining a 
separate building. Walking distance would be a great asset since 
the RMH cannot provide shuttles 24/7. Having voicemail in the 
RMH rooms gives the parent reassurance as to the child's condition, 
since the hospital can always reach them. 

Psychologically, do you think parents need to see the hospital 
for a sense of comfort or do they need to escape the hospital 
environment when they are here? 
This depends on the patient. Some parents need to see the actual 
building, especially young mothers. These are having trouble coping 
with the situation. Generally the RMH is not an escape but a 
"revitalizing respite" 

What is the atmosphere in the house? 
The atmosphere depends on the time of day. It is sometimes sad but 
this is rare compared .. to the smiles and support." Normally the 
house is a homey place. It is .. talkative and boisterous" during the 
evenings, when the NICU is closed to parent visits (6,8pm) 

Does it vary depending on the current condition of the child? 
Definitely 

Is there any element about the current house that could be 
improved/changed for a new house? Or is there any 
characteristic that should be changed for new/different needs 
served? 
Since most visitors are 50/50 between Covenant and UMC, the 
house needs to remain centered. Also, things need to remain closer. 

What rooms tend to be needed more: 
2 person (double, 2 twin) - most able to change 
3 person (double and twin, ... ) - most efficient 
4 person (2 double, double and 2 twin) 
More?? - One room holds up to 6 people 
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Where do visitors tend to come from? 
No one from Lubbock County is allowed to stay in the house. 
Probably 30% come from Eastern New Mexico, 30% from El Paso 
and West Texas, and 30% from Central Texas. 

What is the staff made up of? 
There are 3 full, time positions in the office. Two volunteers share a 
half, time job plus there are 3 weekend managers. A house manager, 
who has a living suite, and a Resident Manager who is on call all 
night. 
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