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Overview 

How does one express the essence of a culture that is the 
product of alien influences of other cultural elements? 
Interested in cultural identity and its place in architecture, the 
principles of critical regionalism are to be the theoretical guide 
throughout this project. Critical regionalism, progressively 
celebrating local culture, tradition and values, is very well 
suited for cultures that have not been lost to universal 
modernization. Is this approach applicable to modern 
American cities? Development and sustained existence in this 
region is completely dependent on modern invention. From 
railway and windmill , modem at the time, to highways and 
medical research facilities, Lubbock is a product of continuous 
outside influence for survival. Rooted in agriculture, perceived 
as traditional , Lubbock Texas is by age and by values actually 
a modern culture. Considering that the historic context is 
eclectic and that modem development has been key to the 
survival of local culture, what architecturally does the essence 
of Lubbock look like? 

i. 



Abstract 

Theory 
Referencing the work of Kenneth Frampton, this project is to 
be the reflection of the essence, culture, and history of 
Lubbock, Texas. Although this is a culture who's existence 
and survival is the product of outside cultural influence, this 
city and its people find identity in agrarian roots and 
progressive economic development. I am seeking an 
architectural representation that balances the historic and 
modem developments which shaped Lubbock. 

Facility 
By converting an unused parking garage into a mixed use 
development, an opportunity arises to continue urban 
development through residential , commercial , and retail 
facilities. Currently functional voids exist downtown which are 
necessary to maintain a comfortable lifestyle. Filling these 
voids will be the focus for the conversion. 

Context 
Located in Lubbock's central business district, an area 
currently experiencing revital ization, the site has potential to 
become a central feature of the downtown area. Relating to 
the scale and language of the surrounding architecture, 
"place" creation becomes the focus in order to develop a 
node, crossing, or heart of activity making downtown more 
attractive while encouraging further development in the area. 



Thesis Statement 

Assertion 
The modern movement left most of the world with 

sterile structures, void of identity. Critical regionalism seeks to 
correct this problem by abstracting the native forms, 
materials, and mythologies important to that region. More 
than a style, critical regionalism holds endless answers and 
interpretations, that are unique and vary depending on the 
location of a project. 

Statement 
Consciously seeking the promotion of regional 

architecture through the use of native materials, building 
types and mythologies, critical reg ionalism will continue to 
play an important role in the future of architecture. Favoring 
local culture over universal civilization, this movement 
addresses the side effects of the modern movement that left 
many regions without identity. With advancements in 
communication, virtually every aspect of modern life 
continues toward globalization, adversely affecting regional 
architecture. Considering this, it is important that we 
recognize and preserve our local values and traditions. 
Modern vocabularies must evolve becoming sensitive to local 
culture and traditions, while embracing the values of modem 
life and progression. Based on proposals by Kenneth 
Frampton, I will demonstrate that architecture which respects 
and reflects regional values, traditions, materials and 
mythologies while employing the basic principles of 
modernism will be more understood, accepted and valued by 
the users and inhabitants of that region. 
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Theoretical Basis 

Architectural Identity and Modernism 

Approaching this project with a simplistic view and 
understanding of critical regionalism, my objective was to 
abstract native forms and materials important to Lubbock in 
order to represent and celebrate its identity utilizing the work 
of Kenneth Frampton. Framptons' theory evolved out of the 
concern and widely accepted argument that universalization 
brought with the international style has robbed regions of their 
architectural identity. Modernism also introduced the world to 
a truly progressive approach to life and design. Critical 
regionalism seeks a balance of the two. A modern and 
progressive architecture rooted in native forms, materials, 
techniques and mythologies that reflect the cultures 
existence. 

Principles of Critical Regionalism 1 

• Critical of modernization but refusing to abandon the 
progressive aspects of the modern architectural 
legacy. Favorable in small scale projects. 

• Consciously bounded architecture stressing the 
territory not the structure alone. 

• Favors the realization of architecture as a tectonic fact 
rather than the reduction of the built environment to a 
series of ill-assorted scenographic episodes. 

• Stresses site specific factors (topography, climate, 
light) Frowns on the reliance of the inventions of 
modem civilization such as air-conditioning and 
artificial lighting. 

2. 



Theoretical Basis 

• Emphasizes the tactile as well as visual. (experience 
should include the 5 senses) 

• Opposed to sentimental simulation of the vernacular. 
Favors abstract representation. 

• Critical regionalism flourishes in those cultural 
interstices, which in one way or another are able to 
escape the optimizing thrust of universal civilization. 

These principles were written with older, history rich , 
European cities in mind. Most of the western regions of the 
United States are very young and are a product of universal 
civilization. Is this approach appropriate for American 
Architecture? Yes, easily where an extreme climate, 
topography or popular mythology is present to build from. 
Most American examples of critical regionalism are in the 
form of environmental response. Typically native architectures 
of extreme climates or topography took a functional form of 
approach in order to sustain any kind of lifestyle. There are 
usually native materials available and craftsmen who are from 
the region and are familiar with native building techniques 
which one can work with. 

With this in mind I sought the important historical 
events, materials and structures that led to the creation and 
continued development of Lubbock, Texas. What is the 
historical significance to this area? Is there a material native 
to this region? Due to a lack of clay and trees in this area, any 
built structure was comprised of brick or wood that had 

3. 



Theoretical Basis 

to be imported from other regions. 2 What extreme topography 
did settlers have to overcome? Obviously the land here is ex
tremely flat. Is Lubbock a culture that is unable to escape uni
versal civilization? It was soon obvious that critical regional
ism would be an interesting approach for the regional archi
tectural representation of the identity of Lubbock, Texas. 

4. 



Theoretical Basis 

Historical Background 

Lubbock is a relatively young and modern culture. Informally 
established during the late 1860's, during the cattle days of 
the grassy plains, settlement in the south plains was a 
product of government land programs and southern citizens 
relocating from the civil war aftermath in the southeast. Then, 
much like today, the region consisted of vast grassy plains 
and relentless winds. With a lack of trees and clay, native 
materials were scarce. Any built structure owed its existence 
to wagon import. Typically these early structures were made 
of lightweight materials such as wood which were easy to 
import from surrounding communities3. By 1900, railroads 
became a fixture within the region. Lubbock was now 
connected to the outside world. As railroads increased land 
values, cattle ranching lost its economic feasibility and 
agriculture became the more viable source for economic 
development. The railroad had further impact, changing the 
face of Lubbock architecture. Heavier permanent materials, 
such as masonry, were entering the region via railcar. Soon 
the early original buildings of this city were being replaced 
with more permanent masonry structures as Lubbock grew 
from a cattle town to a young modern city4. 

Fig (1.5) 

5. 
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Lubbock and Economic Development 

"The area surrounding Lubbock is responsible for the 
growth of the city."5 W.G. carter 

Agriculture and agri-business have been the 
foundation for Lubbock's existence. Endless prairies of rich 
soil make up what is referred to as the south plains. These 
lands lay untouched until the late 1800's due to a sparse 
water supply. With the discovery of the Ogallala aquifer, a 
large bed of underground water above which Lubbock is 
situated, water availability was no longer an issue. The 
windmill, pumping seemingly endless amounts of water from 
the aquifer, made up for the regions lack of rainfall, becoming 
the key to survival on the plains.(fig 1.6) Rich soil and plentiful 
water led to unprecedented growth of cotton, wheat and 
sorghum6

. Agriculture related businesses, such as cottonseed 
oil production, also became large contributors to the economy 
of Lubbock. From 1890 to 1956 the city evolved from a region 
of grassy plains, primarily used to sustain cattle, to a large city 
proclaimed as the third largest cotton producer in the world 
and the cottonseed oil capital of the world7

. Lubbock's post
war economy was greatly dependent on agriculture. At this 
time over a hundred wells were spotting the vast horizons 
pumping 36 million ~allons a day onto the irrigated farmlands 
surrounding the city". The seemingly endless supply of 
underground water was quickly depleting. Conservation 
efforts were being devised and Lubbock 
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Fig (1.10) 

Theoretical Basis 

awakening to its economic weakness. The entire economy of 
the city was based in one area. If agriculture and agri
business were threatened, possibly with water shortages, city 
growth and sustained existence would suffer. Combine this 
factor with the loss of agricultural jobs, due to mechanization 
and specialization, and the economic future looked grim. 
Considering the present threat to agricultural growth and the 
number of unemployed farmers migrating to the city for jobs, it 
became obvious that a diversified economy would be a 
necessity for Lubbock's future. 

Securing an alternative economic base has been the 
focus of the city over the last half of the 20111 century. 
Agriculture is still important to the region but Lubbock's 
contemporary economic base is much different from its 
agrarian inception. Forming some of the new economic 
backbone is retail and technology. By the 1950's, as with 
most American cities, a robust post war economy led to 
unprecedented consumption of homes, cars and appliances. 
Lubbock had evolved at this time from an agricultural 
community to a more diversified city focusing on retail (fig 
1.10) and manufacturing. Over the last few decades this 
region has also embraced developments brought on by 
advancements in science and technology. Although recently 
forgotten, Texas Instruments called Lubbock home from 
1973 to 1998. The medical facilities in Lubbock, such as 
Covenant Health Systems, Methodist Hospital and University 
Medical Center (fig 1.11) are some of the best in the country. 
Combined they employ approximately 7,400. Let's not forget 
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Fig (1.15) 

Theoretical Basis 

the pride and joy of Lubbock, Texas Tech University, which 
has gone to painstaking lengths to update its image from a 
technological college to a research university. (fig 1.12) All of 
these functions are comprised of individuals from around the 
country and world. 

Lubbock My Impressions 

Traveling within Lubbock, I realize that this city has distinct 
and separate identities that vary with geographic location. As 
previously stated, agriculture and agri-business established 
this city and its economy. Still today the region is comprised 
of vast plains, divided into farming tracts, occasionally dotted 
with an old farmhouse or simple agrarian structure. (fig 1.13) 
In historic northeast Lubbock, old grain elevators still stand as 
landmarks reminding the city of its agricultural heritage. (fig 
1.14) Sixty years ago this was the heart of the city. Railways 
converged here, importing and exporting the products of 
manufacturing, industry and agriculture. Simple masonry 
buildings lined the wide streets of early Lubbock. (fig 1.16) 
Today this area is the center of civic and commercial activity. 
Those simple buildings now serve as offices for professionals, 
mostly lawyers and privately owned businesses. There is a 
great eclectic character within this district. Facades act as 
transitional gates from the buildings interior to the red, brick 
paved, streets outside. Although somewhat forgotten after 
modem growth swept the city, downtown signifies the historic 
identity of Lubbock. 

8. 



Fig (1.18) 
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Theoretical Basis 

By the 1960's, like most American cities, activity, 
mostly retail, migrated from the central core of downtown 
onto the arterial streets of developing neighborhoods. (fig 
1.17) The modem strip development took strong hold on this 
city. These new retail centers were modern in style and 
ignored any architectural identity previously seen in the city. 
The problem with the modern architecture in Lubbock is that 
the obvious examples are less than noteworthy. Some of the 
most unattractive structures in this city are rooted in a modern 
style. The same can be said for some of the most attractive. 
Unfortunately the unsightly overpowers the visually pleasing 
and with such design and aesthetic freedom, the worst of the 
modem architectural elements around town were the product 
of embracing anything but the tried and true. Unattractive 
soon got out of hand and Modernism fell out of 



Theoretical Basis 

favor in Lubbock. With no geographic or topographic confine 
to regulate development, this commercial and retail migration 
continued south and west through the city. This trend 
pinnacled in 1972 with the construction of South Plains Mall. 
(fig 1.18, 1.21) Where once the heart of the city was at the 
convergence of industry, commerce and railway, the new 
heart of Lubbock embraced retail at the convergence of the 
highway loop and Slide road, two major thoroughfares within 
the city. This is still the situation today even though 
development continues to move further south and west, 
perhaps establishing a new future center of retail activity. (fig 
1.22) Clearly this method of development embodies the 
modem identity of Lubbock. 

10. 
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[ Theoretical Basis 

Acting as the geographic link between the historic 
downtown and the modern retail sprawl of southwest 
Lubbock, Texas Tech University becomes the third major 
identity of Lubbock. Since opening its doors in 1925 as a 
technical college, Texas Tech has become very influential in 
the cities' development. As the largest employer in Lubbock, 
providing approximately 8000 jobs, the university has become 
the major area of economic focus in the last 25 years. Once a 
technological college, Texas Tech has grown into a large 
research university with international enrollment and division 
one athletics. The university influences more than just the 
economy. As it has evolved to become a major sense of 
identity and civic pride, campus architecture is being imitated 
in new, non-institutional, construction. This is a deviation from 
tradition in the sense that architectural vocabularies here are 
unique to a building depending on its function . 

As previously discussed, the early historic public 
buildings of Lubbock were comprised of masonry and carried 
a theme of simple and rational. (fig 1.26) Civic buildings, also 
of masonry construction, employed more expensive materials 
but kept to the simple and rational theme. (fig 1.25) As 
modem development swept Lubbock, public buildings, 
especially commercial, began to adopt a distinctly modem 
vocabulary. (fig 1,27) Clearly these buildings separated 
themselves depending on use, public or private, civic or 
commercial, and so on. Academic structures also had a 
unique identity. A psuedo Spanish renaissance vocabulary 
has dominated all construction within campus. (fig 1.28) A 
formula exists here. Tan brick, detailed with copious amounts 
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The latest campus construction completed in the last three years. 

Below are non-institutional buildings reflecting campus architecture 

Fig (1.31) 

Fig (1.32) 

The retical Basis 

of limestone, topped with red clay tile roofing equals Texas 
Tech. I am not the most critical of this style. Although it is 
neither progressive nor native to the region, it is safe and 
somewhat attractive. If the goal was to create a unified style 
throughout campus, establishing a set of unwavering rules 
and identity for the university, then mission has been 
accomplished. What I find unique is that new public, non 
institutional, buildings are beginning to adopt the theme as 
well. (figs 1.31 , 1.32) 

Obviously Texas Tech is being regarded as the 21 51 

century identity for Lubbock. Is this appropriate? Maybe, 
Maybe not. On one hand the university is undoubtedly a 
sense of pride and identity for the region. On the other, the 
academic architectural style here owes most of its existence 
to invention. There were no Spanish missions or structures 
native to this region. Where Texas Tech adopted this Spanish 
style as theirs , new public and private buildings are twisting 
the campus theme into their own. I applaud Lubbock for 
seeking an architectural identity but I am worried that the 
complete abandonment of the modem aspects of this city will 
have a regressive effect on future architecture. An interesting 
situation exists in this city. Sustained existence depends 
greatly on modem invention and progression, this is readily 
seen in the economy, but an embellished historical 
background is governing Lubbock's architecture. In a sense, 
this city is celebrating an invented identity. Although Lubbock 
celebrates an embellished historical identity, is it wrong 
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Fig (1.34) 

Theoretical Basis 

or inappropriate? Maybe not. Most American cities were also 
founded with modern invention and alien cultural influences. 
America as a whole was founded in this manner. Yes, this city 
has a unique history rich in modern invention, but it also has 
a deeply rooted identity. While we are still embracing themes 
of the modern era, Lubbock consistently identifies itself as an 
agriculturally based society with a progressive method of 
continued development. 

I feel an alternative in necessary that embodies the 
historic presence the city desires, while embracing 
modernism, which was responsible for delivering Lubbock into 
the 21 st century. It is the perfect time for Lubbock to 
reevaluate its cultural roots and identity. Hungry for a 
historical background, Lubbock has been emphasizing the 
restoration and re-use of its central business district for 
decades. Great strides have been made in recent years. An 
opportunity exists to continue urban redevelopment and 
establish a sense of place there. This "new thing" is intended 
to be a regional representation of Lubbock's people and 
culture. It is time to cultivate and celebrate the contemporary 
as well as the historical aspects that created this city. 

14. 



Fig (1.37) 

Fig (1 .38) 

Theoretical Basis design response I 

Objective 

Provide Lubbock with a regarded and valued piece of modern 
architecture, reflecting its culture, values and development. 
The analysis of this cities contemporary culture is that of 
modem invention, alien influence, economic evolution, 
rational architecture and progressive thought. How does this 
translate into form? The obvious analogy is a rational , 
progressive, clearly modern architectural vocabulary. Lubbock 
is also a city hungry for tradition and history. Embracing the 
latest modern architectural trend might not be the correct 
approach. Critical regionalism is an efficient, rational and 
reductive architecture. A more conservative, timeless and 
proven modern architecture will be more successful. 

A successful architecture is one that is readily identifiable and 
relative to the people within the region it is built. To infect 
Lubbock with another modem building, void of identity, would 
be irresponsible. Contemporary architecture in this area 
should make allusions to the agrarian roots, as well as the 
modem influences, which formed Lubbock's' history. 

Fig 1.39 was created by the Lubbock County website and I 
feel it is a perfect concept diagram for what I see. A modern 
society, represented by the skyline, embedded within an 
agricultural region. 
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Phoenix Public Library 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Will Bruder 
1995 

Making "allusions to , not imitations of the past", the library 
extrudes from the earth like the mesas that surround the city. 
Materials, such as the copper skin, refer abstractly to the 
agrarian forms like barns and grain silos found throughout the 
region. The project is a "celebration of urban place in a desert 
setting. It is a celebration of confidence in our history and as 
optimistic vision of our future."9 Will Bruder 

Sustainability was a stressed factor, harnessing daylight when 
appropriate and shading when necessary. Only requiring 1.38 
watts/foot of artificial lighting, this building is one of the most 
energy efficient in the area. 

This building is a great example of metaphoric abstraction 
and environmental response in regard to critical regionalism. 
There is a timeless, minimal quality in this project that has 
unquestionable ties to place through color, material, and 
mythology. 



Fig (1.45) 

Theory 

Howard House 
West Pennant, Nova Scotia 
Bryan MacKay-Lyons 
1995 

case studies I 

Referencing the shed-like structures found throughout this 
fishing village. MacKay-Lyons created an environmentally 
responsive house utilizing very functional , readily available 
native materials. In an extreme climate such as Nova Scotia, 
material and form are more than preferential. Materials, like 
asphalt shingles and non-corrosive metal siding, have to 
function and handle the extreme swings in temperature here. 
Forms become functional as well , breaking swiftly moving 
winds coming in off of the water. During the summer, cross 
ventilation is allowed to occur within the courtyard. By sizing 
the eastern facing windows much larger than the western 
facing windows, heat gain is controlled and a venturi effect 
will occur when these windows are opened. Mackay states 
that he feels his work is no more regionalist that it is 
pragmatic. Building from the nature of the place with read ily 
available materials and craftsmen.10 

Emerging as one of the most important figures involved in 
regional practices, MacKay-Lyons has created a progressive 
yet rational home utilizing native materials responding 
wonderfully to the harsh environment of Nova Scotia. 

17. 



Theory 

Tyler Residence 
Tubae, Arizona 
Rick Joy 

case studie-;J 

Joy designed this house to identify with and reflect the low, 
gently sloping terrain on which it is built. The selected 
materials allude to the rusted elements found throughout the 
regions countryside such as agrarian tools, sheds, and 
fences. Windows not only frame the beautiful scenic 
backdrop, but are also functional. With low placement, the 
windows produce venturi effects when opened.11 

Joys' works are great examples of regionalist architecture. 
Materials used, readily available in the area, reflect the tones 
found in the earth comprising the site. By employing local 
labor and native materials, cost is reduced. This embodies 
two very important principles of critical regionalism: 
pragmatism and efficiency. 



Theory 

River and Rowing Museum 
Oxfordshire, England 
David Chipperfield 
1998 

case studies I 

Embracing the local traditions of Oxfordshire, Chipperfield 
utilized the regional form of the pitched roof, situating his 
museum firmly within its context. The horizontally installed 
wood siding strips and metal roof are a throw back to native 
material usage and building techniques.12 

A very literal interpretation, the museum is easily identifiable 
as a modern version of the boathouse forms found in the 
area. 
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Facility issues. goals. requirements I 

Mission 

Facilitating missing functions of the Downtown Central 
Business District, this mixed-use development emphasizes 
the creation of place and sense of community to encourage 
further redevelopment and reclamation of Lubbock's urban 
core. By becoming the main attraction of the Central 
Business District and filling the functional gaps downtown, a 
new node or heart of activity will be established, encouraging 
an urban lifestyle and diminishing safety concerns, providing 
Lubbock comfortable urban living and working with a valued 
piece of architecture. 

Issue - Comfort and Convenience 

Goal 
Provide the area with the essential functions necessary to 
sustain a comfortable urban lifestyle and encourage social 
interaction with in community. 

Performance Requirement 
A small grocer, 3000 s.f., is necessary to provide surrounding 
residents 50% of their grocery needs. Provide essentials: 
milk, water, eggs, bread, etc. 

Performance Requirement 
A deli or lunch counter, approx. 2200 s.f., should be provided 
to service residents and surrounding office users. 



t.AMnYf'I! WATT"1£ EfffCIEHCY l lf"E COLDl'e> ~ ('8#ffO ™(;e: ll'ltt) hov1'6 llC/o\1N~ 

06~6~ INCMDeSCel'r 15· IOOO ll>W 
150· YeutNl,RP, ec..ue 8COl>cruit-. 
1J:/)() ~e ~ 

'1~J> DELU)(I! COOl- 1,'5CD· oesi-~ 
MUTE r 15 · :1.l!S Ma)!Ufl\ rscoo ,t.,U. NOf-11!. aJN.. l'EH!Xml 

oo~fl 
tEWJ(I! 'llll11E l\O· IOCO Metlll'J. 

IAOOO· OLUI! ,l'w, 
o~ 

6cX>C> rcJJJto.. 

~ Vf'IDf- z.+,ooo 1EW>W WlO!T\Oll 

Me:IN- lW-1~ 115 · ICOC> tliOll 
7,500- 'twtlll. fl!P 

/JCJ)()~ 

10,Sl:O ~ ~ 

Htit! ~ 1!:0· WXO tlltltl 
1(),000· • • N:l', CWE 

l'a:t'-~ 

9'.:0IUNI 1s,ooo e. ~TOO 

Fig (2.1) 

/ 

').I 

I. I-OW !.EVE:L 
• ~l6tti5 OEW;J ~E l.Blfl... . • 10'-1s' HEl6Hr5 Ne. 
• I/~"( FINITE r~ w/ • MUt.Tl . !)ft. ~[)5E or 

I.OW ¥J/W(£ ~une;.. ~N;:Mt; V~ Of Uet«" 
• 1NCMteiCENrr<00~ f1~eu6ttr ~. 

Fig (2.2) 

• LC#8){" M.NN$~ !'€. • \~Q\N~ ~ 
401~ 0<1r ttl6~i Vtirof' . 
~0(£ 10 Vf.ND\1;>. I ~l~Lf. TO V~Di'U5M 

Facility issues. goals. requirements J 

Performance Requirement 
Securing a retail tenant in the form of a coffee shop, 
newsstand or combination. 

Issue - Privacy and Safety 

Goal 
Create an environment that provides occupants with a sense 
of security at all times. 

Performance Requirement 
Lighting fixtures around the perimeter or in public walkways 
should be between 10 to 15 feet in height and utilize mercury 
vapor discharge lamps. This lamp has a good lifespan 
(10,000 to 24,000 hours) as well as good color rendition.1 

(fig 
2.1) 

Performance Requirement 
Lighting within the garage should utilize deluxe white 
florescent lamps for their lifespan (7,500 to 15,000 hours), 
color rendition and ease of maintenance. These fixtures 
should be installed 7 to 11 feet overhead. 2 

(fig 2.2) 

Performance Requirement 
Residential areas should be designed at least one story over 
street level. Access to the residential areas should only be 
granted by keypad or a physical keyed entrance . 
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Facility issues. goals. requirements I 

Performance Requirement 
Remote control access should be the only access to the 
garage areas after business hours. 

Issue - Territory and Access (automotive to pedestrian 
entry) 

Goal 
To enhance security and the psychological need for territory 
ownership. A clear separation between public and private 
spaces should be created. 

Performance Requirement 
Separate functions by floor. (fig 2.3) 

Performance Requirement 
Access to the building from garage should be separated by 
floor. 

Performance Requirement 
Access to the building from the street should have separate 
methods of entry in plan. 

Performance Requirement 
Private entry, within a shared space such as a lobby, should 
be gained by key or code. (fig 2.4) 

27. 
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Facility issues. goals. requirementSJ 

Performance Requirement 
Provide residential spaces a shared central commons area as 
well as small individual alcove type entrances separating 
public to private space. (fig 2.s) 

Issue - Public Use 

Goal 
Create lively heart of activity in Central Business District. In 
order to ensure plaza use, the following elements will be 
necessary. 

Performance requirements 3 

1. Water element or sculpture 
2. Open public seating 
3. Food vendor 
4. Vegetation 
5. Shade 
6. Sun 
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Facility activity analysis 

Overview 

Commercial Space 
Commercial space will be partly in the form of small 
professional offices. A range of sizes is desirable depending 
on the type of occupation. The preferred placement of the 
spaces for smaller spaces is along the street front. There is 
easier access there and since the amount of space on this 
floor will be limited and these businesses are typically more 
private in nature, the obvious choice is to place the majority of 
smaller spaces there. This will also give these businesses a 
sense of ownership of their portion of street front. Larger 
office spaces will provide the most income and should be 
designed within the new development at the north site. Some 
of these spaces, approximately one third, will be located at 
ground level while the other two thirds will occupy a second 
floor. 

Requirements and Spaces 
Small Office spaces 
Size: 1000 - 1500 s.f. 
Number of Units: 2 1000 s.f. units 

1 1500 s.f. unit 

Occupants and Users 
The users of these units, like every unit in the development 
can be anybody. Young, old, male or female, able bodied or 
handicapped. 
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[ Facility activity analysis 

The occupants targeted are professionals such as lawyers, 
architects and small private businesses. 

Linkages 
Direct link to sidewalk 
Accessed from street parking 
Garage employees and tenants 

Requirements 
ADA compatible restrooms for public and private use 
Entry/Lobby area 
Kitchenette area which should be compatible with 
copy machines and computer equipment if needed 
Two private offices 
Large multiple use area which can be used for 
document storage or cubicle furniture 
Conference room 

Furnishings and Fixtures 
All tenants will bring their own furnishings but it will be 
assumed that the following will need to be designed for. 

Computer networking capabilities 
Security devices for all tenants, such as alarms 
Acoustical treatments in office and workspace areas 
Lighting: Fluorescent for area lighting 

Incandescent for spot lighting or important 
areas 

- Sprinkler 
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Facility 

Large Office Spaces 
Size: 2200 s.f. 
Number of Units: 2 at 2000 s.f. 

Occupants and Users 

activity analysis 

The users of these units, like every unit in the development 
can be anybody. Young. or old, male or female , able bodied 
or handicapped. The occupants targeted are professionals 
such as lawyers, architects, small businesses, physicians and 
dentists. 

Linkages 
Direct link to sidewalk 
Accessed from either plaza for users, or garage for 
tenants 
Directly adjacent to plaza and retail 

Requirement 
ADA compatible public restroom (separate facilities for 
men and women) 
ADA compatible private restroom (separate facilities 
for men and women) 
Entry/Lobby area 
Kitchen area large enough to accommodate seating 
if desired 
Copy room 
Three private offices 
Conference area 
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Multiple purpose area for document storage or 
cubicles 

Furnishings and Fixtures 
All tenants will bring their own furnishings but it will be 
assumed that the following will need to be designed for. 

Computer networking capabilities 
Security devices such as alarms for all tenants 
Acoustical treatments in office and workspace areas 
Lighting: Fluorescent for area lighting 

Incandescent for spot lighting or important 
areas 

Sprinkler 
Large tables 
Dentistry equipment 
Physicians equipment 

Special 
2000 s.f. units must be designed in such a way that functions 
can easily be divided in case two small offices are needed 
rather than one large unit. 



________________ ___.--""-F-=a"-'=c~il"'"""it~Y---------"a::..:c-=-tiv_,_,_it~Y analysis 

sidewalk 

Plaza 

Grocer 

Reserved 
garage 
space 

Fig (2 .10) 

----- Immediate adjacency 

Non inunediate adjacency 

Residential 
Size: 1400 to 1800 s.f. 
Number of Units: 10 

Occupants 
Typically young, highly educated professionals, without 
children. Most will more than likely be employed within the 
Central Business District. Perhaps some are employed within 
this facility. 

Linkages 
Direct link to private garage parking 
Must have a direct entry route from the street for 
tenants as well as visitors 
Although private and exclusive, the residents should 
have easy access to retail and commercial shops and 
especially to the street and grocer. 

Requirements 
Private bedroom 
Loft/Bedroom 
One full bath 
One half bath 
Kitchen/Dining area 
Living 
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Facility activity analysis 

Furnishings and Fixtures 
Adjustable or convertible lighting systems in the 
kitchen and dining area 
Cable connections for television and computer 
network 
Adjustable track lighting for living and bedroom spaces 

Retail and Miscellaneous 

Restaurant 
Size: 2800 s.f. 

Occupants and Users 
Restaurant staff: Waiters, hostesses, cooks, management 
and bar 
Occupants: 62 people at any given time 

Linkages 
Direct link to plaza and sidewalk 
Immediately adjacent to commercial use 
Direct link to street parking 
Adjacent to public garage parking 
Link to alley way for delivery and disposal 
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Requirements 
ADA compatible restroom (separate faci lities for men 
and women) 

Male: 2 toilets (1 ADA), 2 urinals 
Female: 3 toilets (1ADA) 

Entry waiting area 
Kitchen 
Prep area 
Storage 
Cold Storage 
Freezer 
Dining room 
Bar 
Dishwashing 
Managers office 

Furnishings and Fixtures 
Gas grill 
Frying equipment 
Flattop cooker 
Grease trap 
Ventilation equipment 
Sprinkler system 
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Facility 

Building Lobby 
Size: 800 to 1000 s.f. 

Occupants and Users 

activity analys;l 

All tenants and users of any facility or function within the 
building 

Linkages 
Direct link to plaza and street 
The common link to commercial , retail and residential 
spaces 
Link to public garage 

Requirements 
ADA egress stair 
Elevators to commercial and residential spaces 
Seating area for visitors and users 

Furnishings and Fixtures 
Art work from local artists 
Seating 
Intercom call system 
Keyed or coded entry to residences 
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Facility building analysis I 

Background 
The Hemphill Wells parking garage served many years as the 
parking facility for the adjacent department store of the same 
name. During the sixties, much of the retail downtown, 
including Hemphill Wells, began to migrate toward the newer 
strip centers and malls of suburban development. Fast 
forward to today and the garage has been somewhat 
abandoned due to function and circulation problems. 

Structure 
Resembling a large domino skeleton, the structure is made of 
concrete throughout. Thick slabs rest on a grid of massive 
columns. 
5 floors at and above grade 
2 floors sub grade 

Exterior 
Other than the ground level, the garage is aesthetically stark, 
skinned only by metal panel guardrails. Ground level is 
comprised of horizontally emphasized thin red brick and metal 
roll up garage doors. 

Interior 
Exactly what you would expect in a parking garage: concrete 
planes supported by large concrete columns. 
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Functional 
Unfortunately the garage is plagued with functional problems. 
Built before the ADA, egress requirements are nonexistent. 
There are no stairs or elevators anywhere in the structure. 
Also, the ramps are too steep for new automobiles and do not 
meet code for proper slope. 
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Studio 14. 16 
1401 Texas Ave. 
Lubbock, Texas 

case studie-;J 

Studio 14, the first of two phases of mixed-use development 
within Lubbock's central business district, has been an 
enormous success. Commercial space makes up the ground 
floor while luxury lofts comprise the upper floors. 

Commercial 
The owner occupies most of the commercial space for his 
own business practices but has set aside two units for lease. 
These spaces are street facing and require code entry. 
Parking for these units is along Texas Ave. 

Residential 
There are 14 luxury apartments in this facility ranging from 
1000 to 1580 s.f. All apartments are connected through a 
central commons corridor. Entry to this commons area is 
gained either by code entry at the street level or from within 
the garage. 
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Facility 

Studio 14. 16 
1401 Texas Ave. 
Lubbock, Texas 

Amenities include: 

Rent 

Washer/Dryer 
Microwave 
Cable 
Central Heat And Air 
Ceiling Fans 
Dishwasher 
Fitness Center 
Reserved parking 
Some paid utilities 

case studies I 

varies depending on square footage from $835.00 to 
$1200.00 

Parking 
Parking in studio 14 is in a private, remote accessed garage. 
Every unit has 2 reserved spaced. 
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ITacility 

Studio 16 
1401 Avenue J. 
Lubbock, Texas 

case studies I 

The second phase of development is known as studio 16. 
This development is unique in that, depending on their entry 
orientation, some of these units can be used not only as 
residences but also business spaces as well. These five units 
open on to the street and typically require a higher rent. The 
remaining 11 units open to a private courtyard, accessed by a 
keyed entry. 

Amenities include: 

Rent 

Washer/Dryer 
Microwave 
Cable 
Central Heat And Air 
Ceiling Fans 
Dishwasher 
Fitness Center 
Some paid utilities 

varies with square footage from $875.00 to $925.00 

Parking 
The residents use gated surface parking. A remote controlled 
gate grants automobile access. Pedestrian access is granted 
by keyed entrance. 

-



Fig (2.22) 

Fig (2.23) 

Facility 

Two Garfield Place 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

case studies I 

Although the scope of this case study is much larger than that 
of my project, a post occupancy evaluation of this build ing, 
with its successes and failures , will be helpful in developing 
my design. 

Facility 
This mixed-use development was meant to attract middle
income earners back to the central business district. At the 
ground and basement level, 18000 s.f. of retail space is seen. 
Office space of 24000 s.f. makes its home on the second and 
third floors. The remaining 14 floors are comprised of rental 
apartments and luxury penthouses. 

Successful factors 
Location at the periphery of the central business 
district was a plus. Quiet, private yet still connected to 
the urban core. 

Middle-income rentals would not have been feasible 
without public assistance programs. 

More luxury penthouses should have been built. The 
demand was underestimated. 

Quality restaurants increased the developments 
visibility and use. 4 

-
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CROSS SECTION 

ITacility 

King's Road Gastrodome 
London, England 

case studies I 

Once the largest parking garage in Europe, the Chelsea's 
bluebird garage is now home to a restaurant and food market. 
The vast amounts of uninterrupted space associated with 
parking garages make for great open markets. Some of the 
garage was retained in the sublevels of the development, but 
parking above grade has been replaced with restaurants , 
cafes, bars and offices. Hardly noticeable as a parking 
garage, the structure has been thickly skinned in stonework to 
resemble a deco(ish~ - neo Georgian building complementing 
its historical context. 

-
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Context overview 

Description 

As with most modern American cities, Lubbock's central 
business district has seen a great deal of retail and 
commercial migration leaving the urban core. By no means, 
though, is this area dilapidated. The most important and 
treasured buildings in the region are located here. There is an 
even mixture of historic as well as modern buildings 
throughout the district. Several large corporate offices are 
located here, as are small businesses and private 
professional offices. There is a wonderful eclectic character in 
these buildings, lining wide red brick streets, giving a sense of 
place and texture not found anywhere else in town. However, 
when business hours end, this area becomes a ghost town. 
Any activity during this time is guaranteed to be within the 
depot district, a strip of bars and social clubs to the south of 
the central business district. Today people use downtown 
strictly as a place to work or party. This phenomenon can be 
blamed on a lack of retail and residential activity in the area. 
The lack of thriving residences is due in large part to a lack of 
nearby schools and park space. Obviously my demographic 
for residential space will be young professionals, more than 
likely employed in the central business district, not families 
with young children. The objective here is to continue 
downtown redevelopment, providing residential and 
commercial spaces, as well as missing retail functions, in 
expectation that more interest and future development will 
occur within the central business district. 

-



Context overview 

Geography and Climate 
With wind and horizons to spare, Lubbock is a modern culture 
deeply rooted in a history of agriculture. Located on the 
South Plains, the southernmost reaches of the North 
American Great Plains; Lubbock is situated on vast flatlands 
with a climate considered to be semi arid with little rainfall and 
plentiful sunshine.4 Described as "halfway to anywhere", 
Lubbock is known as the hub of the south plains being at the 
center of major rail and highway routes. 

Culture 
Largely a product of the last hundred years, Lubbock 
experienced much of its growth during the 1950's and has 
steadily grown to its present day census of 200,000. A young 
modem culture depending heavily on technology for survival, 
Lubbock is hungry for an identity and history of its own. 

Site 
The location of the proposed development is located within 
the Central Business District of Lubbock, Texas. Considered 
to be not as much dilapidated as abandoned, the site is 
located at the corner of 13th Street and Avenue J. The site is 
comprised of approximately ~ block of private surface parking 
and ~ block of unused parking garage. This makes for an 
area generally void of vegetation, pedestrian traffic or quality 
landscaping. Although the garage is structurally sound, 
accessibility issues such as stairs, elevators and 



Context overview 

code compliant auto ramps have left the garage without a 
possibility for public use. By converting the surface parking 
and garage into a mixed-use development, the goal is to 
create a new heart of activity in the Central Business District 
and become a catalyst for further development in the urban 
core. 
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Context site analysis 

Site 
Location: Avenue J from 13th Street south to 14th Street 
Size: % city block 

Access - auto 

The majority of traffic is along A venue J and 13th Street. I 
expect traffic to increase slightly on all bordering streets after 
project completion but especially traffic along 14th. There are 
no adverse aspects to the current site in respect to auto traffic 
and none should be expected with development. 

Traffic - Pedestrian 

Utilizing the open space of the site, a rarity in Downtown 
Lubbock, an area of outdoor activity will be planned. This will 
attract pedestrians from other businesses. Anticipated 
pedestrian traffic will come from the several offices along 
Texas Avenue as well as the offices and employees of the 
courthouse. Pedestrians are also expected to come to the 
site from the neighboring businesses to the northwest and 
residents from the south. 



------------------~C~o!!...'..n...!...!t~e~x~t ________ _..lo!.swite~analysis 
Surrounding Buildings and Functions 

1. The garage and proposed site 
2. Empty two story structure perfect for grocer or private 

drugstore/grocer 
3. Green Building: Empty high rise currently gutted and 

ready for sale 
4. Hesters: Popular and prominent retailer in the Central 

r: .. 
Business District 
Old nder on B o hers Jeweler: Perfect of 
newsstand/coffee shop or outside development 
or 1 r r onipletion 

6. Urban residence 
7 V\telch Plumbing Converted into loft residences and 

private businesses 

Noteworthy 
With exception to Hesters and the Green 
Building, all buildings are two to three stories 
and are traditionally oriented toward the street. 
Area is accommodating and friendly to 
pedestrian as well as auto traffic 
Red pavers should be preserved. They keep 
auto speeds down and add texture and char 

acter to the area. 



1. The garage and proposed site 
2. Empty two story 
3. Green Building 
4. Hesters 
5 Anderson Bros. Jeweler 
6. Residence 
7. Welch Plumbing 

1. Hemphill Wells 
Garage 

2. Empty building 

4. 



1. The garage and proposed site 
2. Empty two story 
3. Green Building 
4. Hesters 
5 Anderson Bros. Jeweler 
6. Residence 
7. Welch Plumbing/ Studio 16 

Context 

5. Anderson Bros. 

7 Welch Plumbing 
Studio 16 

site analysis 
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Fig (3.8) 

Fig (3.9) 

Vegetation 

There is very little vegetation on and around the site. 
Although existing landscape is appropriate for the current 
situation, it will need to be redesigned and increased greatly 
to facilitate the floral needs of the planned plaza. 
Trees appropriate for Lubbock.5 

Climate 

Wind 

1- Afghan Pine (ornamental) 
2- Southwestern Maple 
3- Mexican Plum (ornamental) 
4- Live Oak 

Summer breezes will be entering the site from the south and 
southwest. Harboring these for a cooling effect during the 
summer can have a positive effect on the plaza. However, 
winter winds will be coming from the north. The fact that they 
will be channeling through the tall Green Building and Hester 
Department Store could be detrimental to the plaza and 13t11 
Street side. Landscaping and natural windbreaks will be 
necessary to block these winds. 
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Context site analysts 

Sun 

Areas to the south and west of the building should be shaded 
from the sun. Trees are not feasible so any shading will have 
to be designed to block high summer sun and let in the low 
winter rays.6 

Drainage 

Currently the site is without noticeable changes in 
topography. I do not anticipate many changes will be made. 
Since the north of the site will be tom out, drainage should be 
planned that will either capture or direct drainage to either the 
street or sewer from under the plaza. 



Context 

Climate7 

Annual days of sunshine 

Daily max temperature 

Daily min temperature 

Jan. average temperature 

July average temperature 

Average annual rainfall 

Average annual snowfall 

Average wind speed 

Prevailing wind direction 

Semi arid 
Abundant sun 
Little rainfall 

site analysis 

267 

74.7 degrees Fahrenheit 

47.2 degrees Fahrenheit 

40.9 degrees Fahrenheit 

80.0 degrees Fahrenheit 

17.17 inches 

5.7 inches 

12.4 miles per hour 

south 

Wind can be a problem if not properly designed for 
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Issue: Environmental response 

Goal: Design with climate in mind in order to enhance 
comfort for users. 

Objective 
Shade all exposed south and west facing windows with either 
deciduous trees or a mechanical shading device 

Objective 
Block north winter winds with landscaping or built form around 
the plaza 
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Context goals. objectives 

Objective 
Harness summer breezes within proposed plaza with either 
landscaping or built feature 

Goal 
Fit within and respect existing built context while establishing 
a new identity for the site 

Objective 
Match scale of surrounding buildings (2 to 3 stories) when 
appropriate 

Objective 
Consider themes, such as facadism, textures and colors, of 
buildings within the area as an opportunity to be represented 
abstractly in the conversion. 
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Space Summary commercial 

Small Office 

Room name Number Square Total 
Of rooms footage 

Entry/ Lobby 175 175 

Kitchen area 100 100 

Private office 2 100 200 

Multi use area 1 200 200 

conference 1 150 150 

Rest rooms 2 60 120 

Storage/ 1 100 100 
media 

Total usable s. 1,045 s.f. 

Since circulation Is included gross square footage factor 1.1 will be 
used 

1045( 1 .1 )= 1150 gross s.f. 



Space Summary commercial 

Large Office 

Room name Number Square Total 
Of rooms footage 

Entry/ Lobby 250 250 

Kitchen 1 200 200 
Dining 

Media/ 1 150 150 
Copy room 

Private office 2 120 240 
1 150 150 

Conference 1 200 200 

Multi use area 1 400 400 

Storage/ 1 150 150 
media 

Rest rooms 4 60 240 

Total usable s. 1980 s.f. 

Since circulation is included gross square footage factor 1.1 will be 
used 

1980(1.1 )= 2178 gross s.f. 
I as. I 



Space Summary residential 

Room name Number Square Total 
Of rooms footage 

Entry 80 80 

Living 300 300 

Kitchen 1 225 225 
Dining 

Restroom 50 50 
100 100 

Bedroom 1 155 155 

Loft 400 400 

Utility 1 40 40 

Closet 2 60 120 

Circulation 200 200 

Total usable s. 1670 s.f. 

Since circulation is included gross square footage factor 1.1 will be 
used 

1670(1.1 )= 1837 gross s.f. 
I as. I 



Space Summary res_ta_u rant 

Room name Number Square Total 
Of rooms footage 

Entry/ Lobby 1 375 375 

Dining Room 1200 1200 

Kitchen 1 150 150 

Prep area 150 150 

Dishwashing 80 80 

Dry storage 1 80 80 

Cold Storage 100 100 

Circulation 150 150 

Restrooms 2 150 300 

Total usable s. 2585 s.f . 

Since circulation is included gross square footage factor 1.1 will be 
used 

2585(1.1 )= 2843.5 gross s.f. 
I s1. I 



Space Summary miscellaneous 

Room name Number Square Total 
Of rooms footage 

Building Lobby 1 800 800 

Stair 1 250 250 
1 220 220 

Elevator 80 80 

Circulation 1 80 80 

Janitors Closet 1 80 80 

Storage 100 100 

Restrooms 2 60 120 

Total usable s. 1730 s.f. 

Since circulation is included gross square footage factor 1.1 will be 
used 

1730( 1 .1 )= 1903 gross s. f. 
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Response overview 

This project explores how one expresses the identity of a 
region that is the product of universal civilization. In my 
analysis of Critical Regionalism, the theoretical guide of this 
project that favors local culture over universal civilization, I 
have determined the application of the theory falls into either 
or both of two categories: metaphoric representation or 
climatic response. Climatic response examples are usually 
found in and are more appropriate for regions that have harsh 
climates or topography to overcome. For example, the 
Critical Regionalism work found in Arizona employs thick 
earth walls absorbing heat during the day and releasing it at 
night, acting as a natural mechanical system. Local craftsmen 
are usually present providing the knowledge of rammed earth 
construction native to that region. Metaphoric representation 
examples typically tie to something significant, such as an 
historical event, important form, or in my case economic 
evolution. This application is the only appropriate way to 
approach Critical Regionalism in regions such as Lubbock. 
As previously stated, Lubbock has no native materials: wood 
was imported for construction and a lack of clay in the soil 
meant no brick production. Considering all of these things, I 
sought an alternate identity of Lubbock in which to abstract 
and represent architecturally. 



Response overview 

Lubbock's Identity 
Living within Lubbock it did not take long to real ize that 

there are different and distinct identities making up Lubbock's 
economy. This economy has been in a constant state of 
evolution over the last fifty years and will continue to change 
and diversify since it is essential for the cities survival. 

During the first half of the twentieth century, the center 
of growth and civic identity was centered within downtown 
Lubbock. This area contained the railways, which imported 
and exported agriculture and commercial production, as well 
as the eclectic collection of historic buildings of Lubbock's 
origins. Today this area is the center of civic function filled 
with professional offices. 

The next area of identity within Lubbock is centered at 
South Loop 289 and Slide road. This retail center has 
become a strong economic development over the last half of 
the twentieth century. This has also been one of the factors 
responsible for the "abandonment" of the downtown area. 
What made this retail economy possible is the final and 
current identity of Lubbock; Texas Tech University. 

Since there is no obvious identity for this region, I 
studied deeper into the economic timeline of the region in 
order to find what established the city and helped the area 
flourish. 

71 . 



__________________ ____!_R~e=sqp~o~n!....!..:s~e~--------~o~ve_rview_ 

Agriculture 
Of all the identities that make up Lubbock, one in 

particular plays the largest role in its history; agriculture. 
Agriculture was the economic king in this area for the first half 
of the twentieth century. Today it is still vital to the survival of 
the region. Since this economic factor is responsible for the 
establishment of the city, I felt it would be appropriate to pay it 
and Lubbock's past tribute by abstracting forms and themes 
found in these simple functional structures while also 
reflecting Lubbock's modern economic evolution, making 
illusions to the past, abstracting themes, not making kitsch 
reproductions. 
Concept 

Grain elevators are the skyscrapers of agriculture. 
These structures are very important to agriculture and 
significant to the concept explored in this project. People of 
this region for years have trusted their livelihood to these 
massive grain elevators. The grain stored provided their 
livelihood and survival. The concept here was to create a 
modem day "grain elevator" in which we today store our 
livelihoods whether it be a business, a home, and even an 
automobile. 
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Ground Level 

Site and Connections fig 4.2 
The site is located in the center of activity within the 

Central Business District existing as a crossing of paths and 
destinations. The grocer, situated directly north of the site, is 
essential to the project and perhaps the most important 
connection linking the residents south of the project. It also 
connects directly to the central vertical circulation core of the 
facility. Another important path from the west to the northeast 
allows residents from the south and southwest to travel 
through to the northeast. This path, cutting through 
diagonally, allows a pedestrian short cut through the 
courtyard while encouraging access to the retail at the ground 
level. 

Restaurant fig 4.3 
In case studies of multiple use developments, the 

single most important factor stated that ensured success was 
a readily accessible restaurant. The restaurant is situated in 
the heart of the development along the north-south path. The 
restaurant is as much in the interior as it is in the exterior and 
is adjacent to all leasable areas as well as parking and also 
the alley way for delivery and disposal. The restaurant 
overlooks and opens into the exterior courtyard. This 
sublevel connection is made in the form of a bar/dining area 
which can expand to facilitate restaurant overflow or be 
operated independently of the restaurant. 
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Response facility 

Leaseable areas fig 4.4 
The largest tendency to overcome in the design of 

these spaces was to squeeze out every inch of leasable area 
for the "owner''. A nice compromise was made in that the 
leasable areas are large enough to facilitate all functions 
assigned in the programming phase, while maintaining 
different and interesting experiences for users whether in the 
interior courtyard or at the street level. Most spaces have a 
direct connection to the street, as this area is the most 
valuable and the businesses occupying these spaces will be 
the longest term and highest paying of the tenants. Spaces 
along A venue J are intended to be used as professional 
offices and the spaces wrapping around the north side and 
into the interior courtyard could be occupied by smaller retail 
businesses such as coffee shops, newsstands, mom and pop 
retail, etc ... 

Floor 2 

Rentable Venue fig 4.5 
This space was added to the program since case 

studies revealed this as an essential piece for multiple use 
developments. As a revenue generator for the building owner 
this space would be rented for banquets, receptions, private 
parties, etc... Situated on the north of the site, large 
expanses of glass were used in order to open up the view 
toward the exterior courtyard. 
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Fig 4.6 

Fig 4.7 

Response facility 

Parking 
Considering the floor to ceiling height of seven feet at 

this level, parking seemed to be the best choice for the 
original structure. The parking at this level will be used by the 
public for any facility function . 

Floor 3 fig 4.6 

Parking 
Parking, much like floor two, was ideal for the third 

level considering the limiting floor to ceiling height of seven 
feet. The only difference is in that the third floor parking will 
be used by the tenants of the building facility. 

Floor 4 fig 4.7 

Residential 
Ten residential loft units were programmed for this 

level. The lofts come in two variations: flats and two level 
units. These units vary with amenity and size. On the 
surface the flats appear more desirable considering their size, 
private courtyards and panoramic expanses of south oriented 
glass. To balance these strong points, the north units are 
double height with views on to the courtyard with direct 
access to the roof gardens and pool found on the fifth floor. 
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Response facility 

Floor 5 fig 4.8 

Roof Garden 
This is essentially a retreat for the residents of the 

complex. In the schematic phase this space was intended to 
be nothing more than some minor landscaping and a bench 
or two. In the final design proposal this exterior space 
provides 270 degrees of view, a rooftop garden, a pool , and 
grass and rock gardens. 

Courtyard fig 4.9 
The exterior courtyard, at the sub level, is the heart of 

the project. Open spaces are a rarity in the central business 
district and the city of Lubbock greatly appreciates the 
preservation of any of these existing spaces. Currently this 
space is ~ block of surface parking. In order to break this 
large unbuilt open space down to a human scale, the 
courtyard is spread onto several levels. The intermediate 
level becomes a staging area for performing arts, outdoor 
concerts or simply a gathering space filled with tables and 
chairs. The next level hosts a small gallery for local artists. 
This level continues on to the east of the site and down one 
more level to the bar and dining area which is connected to 
but can function independently of the restaurant. 



Fig 4.10 

Fig 4. 11 

Fig 4.12 

Response theoretic.al 

The inspiration behind my response is rooted in grain 
elevators and agrarian structures. The proposed design is an 
abstraction of qualities and themes found within these. Figs. 
4.10, 4.11 

A simple analysis of a grain elevator reveals a 
tripartite division. First is the base comprised of informal areas 
of void-like access. This became the focus for the north 
entrance and garage entry as one enters in between large 
masses through a void dividing the whole into a 1 :4 or 1 :3 
ratio much like the divisions in grain elevators. Fig 4.12 

The second level of the conceptual grain elevator is 
the body comprising the vertical storage containers. In this 
case the body will be storage units for automobiles, arguably 
considered the livelihood for residents of this region. 

The third level of the grain elevator is its capping. This 
is the area of life for a functioning grain elevator where grain 
is moved and eventually expelled from mechanical conveying 
systems. In this project I treated the area of "life" as the level 
for residential units. 

To give this project the sense of massiveness and 
permanency found in grain elevators without the weight. The 
large expanses of plastic cladding over the garage, paired 
with the glass enclosing the rentable venue successfully 
implied the massiveness although the material properties are 
visually and physically light when compared to concrete. The 
structure supporting the plastic panels provides the vertical 
rhythm of the individual storage units of the grain elevator. 
This is an abstraction of C channel steel readily found in 
agricultural buildings, typically in the form of bracing. (fig 4.13) 
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Fig 4.14 Fig 4.15 

In this case the C channel becomes a series of steel fins 
connecting to the steel fitaments which support the plastic 
cladding panels. It also holds the railing cables and industrial 
grating creating an exterior walkway around the garage. (Fig 
4.14) The last major theoretical design response abstracted 
from agricultural themes was tied to grain elevators as well as 
structures found in cottonseed oil plants. This "division within 
a whole" provided the proportional difference discussed 
earlier about grain elevators, but also provided a clear 
statement of separation of what was existing facility and new 
construction. (Figs 4.15, 4.16) 

Fig 4.16 



____ ______________ __.!....,;R~e~sq.p~o~n~s!!!!..:e!>:!....._ ________ ~d.iscussion 

The rest of this response will be focusing on initial 
requirements, goals, and approaches from the programming 
phase and how these carried over or differed from the final 
design response. 

The overall approach from schematics through the final 
product has been satisfying. If the program required certain 
spaces at certain areas in the site or at a specified floor level, 
the final product reflected this. The largest change was not in 
the size or placement of programmed spaces but the number 
of them. While the number of residential units stayed the 
same, the number of leasable units essentially doubled. This 
occurred simply because the existing facility could have 
facilitated all programmed requirements leaving little, other 
than circulation, to design. Several new spaces such as the 
rentable venue and exterior courtyard gallery were added to 
increase the program expanding the facility past the existing 
garage. 

At the schematic phase a seemingly endless number 
of options were present on whether to build up the site, build 
up the alley side, build up the street side, provide exterior 
courtyards or interior mall-like courtyards. On closer 
examination the new construction needed to expand only 
slightly to the north to leave plentiful space for a large exterior 
courtyard. 

The final design posses all programmed requirements 
and goals whether it relates to site, leasable space, restaurant 
or residential units. 



Some of the shortcomings of this project relate directly 
to scope. The size of this project limited my ability to carefully 
design details giving interesting character to the project. On 
the north side, for example, the fa9C1de seems to be 
dominated by glass and terrace railing . I am not completely 
unsatisfied over these details since the most important overall 
aspect is that the facility functions well. 

I 



-------------------.!.....:R~e~s!.J:p~o~n...!..!s~e!!=!._ _______ ~c6oncly_sion 

In areas like Lubbock, developed through alien 
influences, Critical Regionalism can be applicable depending 
on the approach taken. To respond without critical analysis of 
the region, in this case economic development, one might end 
up with a kitsch reproduction of a style based in an unrealized 
"native" identity. The intention may be there but it is not 
appropriate. Abstraction and analysis are the keys to a 
successful project making allusions to the past through 
metaphorical representation. The principles of Critical 
Regionalism are a good guide but it is not prescriptive. One 
must forge an individual understanding of these principles in 
order to be successful in their design. 

• 
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Final Model April 16,2003 



Response documentation 

Process 

This is the study model from the schematic phase of design. 
In th is design we can see the early themes that carried over 
into the final product such as the separation of existing and 
new construction as well as the cladding wrapping the ga
rage. Unfortunately a computer hard drive failure in mid se
mester left me without any design drawings to document. 



Response documentatio11_ 

Process 

Here is the study model from preliminary review. At this 
stage you can see the idea for the sunken courtyard emerg
ing as well as the large roof garden. The cladding plastic 
has become the material of choice as the detailing for this 
began in this phase. As with the schematic work the draw
ings for this stage were also lost in the computer failure. 



Response documentation 

Process 
This is the study model from qualifying review. Overall 
not much is different from this stage to the final product 
other than material detailing. Below are the beginnings 
of the final perspectives that can be seen on pages 87 
through 92. 
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